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Abolitionists’  riots  190;  332,  346,  357 

Abolition  laws  of  England  430 

Accidents  > 191, 301, 398, 441 

Adams,  John  Q..  retort  to  Mr.  Polk  51; 
various  83,  84;  on  internal  improvement 
380;  his  views  of  the  pressure  and  relief 
121;  literary  works  of256;  reply  to  the  Sa- 
lem invitation  409;  suppressed  speech  448 
Addington,  H.  U.  444 

iErolites,  fall  of  119 

.^Eronautic  expedition  177 

•Africa — sale  of  Cape  Palmas  174;  slave 
trade  317 

Agricultural  labor  reduced  by  improved 
implements,  8tc.  v 345, 393, 426 

Algiers— march  of  civilization  in  366 
Mahama—oi  the  controversy  35,  118; 
meetings  87;  the  Alabama  river  255;  elec- 
tions 430, 443 

Albany  Argus  114, 187,  242,  259,  291 
Allan,  Mr.  of  Ky. 

Alley,  Saul 
Allen,  Mr.  of  Ohio 
Amendments  of  the  constitution 
American  Weekly  Mercury 
American  ingenuity,  Mr.  Bates’  on  388 
Americans,  ^reigii  opinions  of  302,  388 
Ancient  opinions  334;  copper  coin  384; 
jealousy  over  the  purse  strings  428 

Andrews,  M.  A.  death  of  444 

Anecdotes  17, 185 

Annual  productions  U.  S.  essay  on  the  1 
Anti  masons,  correspondence  between 
gov.  Davis  and  the  433 

Appointments  by  the  president  and  the 
senate  18,  132,  149,  291,  297,  313,  314,  332, 
347,  ^9;  appointment  of  editors  314 
Appropriations  by  congress  348,  447 
Arhuckle,  col.  Matthew  dinner  to  379 
»dr/can$a«— Judges’  draughts  347,  362; 
cholera  '■  205 

Army,  U.  S.  156,  381,  389;  promotions, 
&c.  407 

Arson  191 

Audubon’s  ornithology  332 

Aurora,  the  407 

Australia  413, 423 

Austrian  frigates  arrive  85 

Awful  calamity  149 

Baltimore — Susquehannah  branch  bank 
5,  33;  bank  of  Maryland  65,  66,  67,  94,  108, 
218,245,255;  U.  S.  Insurance  Co.  145,245; 
Savings  Inst.  171,  245;  report  of  the  com- 
mittee sent  to  Washington,  with  the  cards, 
letters,  &c.  and  case  of  Mr.  McKim  30, 
34,  49,  55,  56,  57,  70,  81,  107,  203;  the 
market  house  memorial  81;  pressure  at87, 
133;  number  of  buildings  87,  346;  sale  of 
property  118;  orphans’  fair  118;  Mechanics 
bank  133;  Savings  bank  185;  Franklin  do. 
190;  Union  do.  347;  congressional  orators 
at  129,  146;  whig  meeting  130,  165;  Jack- 
eon  do.  173,  196;  riot  130;  politics  190,  203; 
Virginia  money  in  circulation  133;  insol- 
vents 88,  118, 133, 149;  honors  to  Lafayette 
329;  produce  from  Wheeling  430,  442;  Ta- 
ney, Mr.  at  361;  the  John  Gilpin  381;  emi 
grants  398;  health  of  399,  444 

Balloons  85,  148,  177,  292,  379,  397,  444 
Bancroft,  Mr.  149,  401 

Banks — failures  of  the  bank  of  N.  Biuns- 
wick  5;  the  Port  Deposite,  at  Baltimore  5, 
33;  certain  in  the  Dist.  of  Col.  97,  113,  117, 
132, 330;  bank  of  Mai  viand  65, 66, 67, 82, 94 
108,  118,  218,  245,  254,  362,  393;  Md.  Sav 
ings  Inst.  171,245;  bank  of  Chattahoochie, 
Geo.  133;  bank  of  Salisbury  133;  bank  of 
Millington  245;  reports  of  failures,  &c.  18 
51,  97;  bank  of  England  356;  hanks  of  Ca 
nada  356;  Mechanics  and  Traders  of  New 
Orleans  172;  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia  132; 
of  Georgia  210;  deposite  banks  5,  126,399; 
banks  of  Pittsburgh  17;  Planters  bank  of 
Natchez  86,87;  stale  bank  of  Kentucky  17 
86;  do.  ofN.  Carolina  149;  bank  of  Louis- 
ville 17;  Girard  bank  50,  67,  133,  172,  430 
445;  Western  bank  of  Penn.  17;  guaranties 


of  certain  132;  Union  bank  of  Tennessee 
84, 85, 317, 442;  new  banks  incorporated  17, 
81,  86, 188,299;  hank  of  Surtblk  85;  Union, 
of  Maryland  67,  68,  347;  safety  fund  banks 
of  N.  York  86;  Mechanics’  bank  of  Balti- 
more 133;  bank  of  the  Metropolis  172; 
Fanners  and  Mechanics  bank  of  Albany 
118;  Savings  bank  of  Baltimore  185;  Me- 
chanics bank  of  Patterson,  N.  J.  245;  New 
Hampshire  banks  350;  of  the  stale  banks 
356;  Augusta  banks.  Geo.  of  the  combina- 
tion of  4ll;  robberies  of  certain  172,245, 
301;  plan  for  equalizing  the  circulation  299; 
bank  U.  S.  statements  of  its  discounts,  con- 
dition, &c.  33,  54,  126,  184,  242,  257,  330, 
362, 411,432;  importaiinns  of  specie  by  133, 
value  of  the  notes  of  the  86,  188;  dividend 
332;  facilities  of  the  86;  proceedings  of  the 
board  127;  hoininatioii  of  directors,  &c.  1, 
35,  50,  145,  169, 180, 182,  188,  203,217,  243, 
332;  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania concerning  the  85,  428;  certain 
paragraphs  concerning  86, 87,205,  364,427; 
Albany  memorial  for  a branch  126;  of  the 
examining  committee  149,  171,  187;  of  the 
publishing  their  report 217;  the  reports  221, 
225;  branch  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  130;  in- 
consistencies of  its  enemies  97,  98;  vole  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  19;  ofils  dis- 
counts 217,  257,  362;  Mr.  Biddle  and  the  N. 
Y.  com.  355;  editorial  remarks  98, 109;  com. 
mittee  on  finance  in  the  senate,  correspon- 
dence with  the  370;  the  Lyile  correspon- 
dence 310;  N.  Hampshire  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  335;  profits  by  the  gold  bills 
394;  congressional  reports  38,  57 

Baring  & Brothers  255,  256 

Barry,  W.  T.  203,  313,  388,  396 

Barbarism  381 

Bayard,  James  A.  1;  Richard  II.  242 
Beardsley,  Mr.  87,  149,  244 

Belgium — affairs  with  Holland  102,351; 
rebuilding  citadel  of  Antwerp  431;  king 
burnt  in  effigy  102;  his  visit  to  Paris  431; 
his  difference  with  the  duke  ofOrleans  119; 
Jerome  Bonaparte  ordered  to  quit  Brussels 
383;  riot  in  209;  Orange  predilections  351 
Bentick,  lord  William  316 

Benton,  Thomas  H.  148,  173,  259,  361 
Bibb,  Geo.  M.  416 

Bills,  on  England  86;  of  credit  201, 210 
Binney,  Mr.  - 129,  146, 293 

Birds,  account  of  certain  167 

Black,  Mr.  84 

Black  wife  wanted  346,  380 

Blair,  James,  death  of  85;  Blue  book  293 
Bonaparte,  Jos.  N.  protest  against  the 
proscription  254;  Joseph,  Lucicn  and  Je- 
rome .332,  383,  429;  the  family  claims  444 
Book  manufacture  in  U.  S.  87,  442 
Borrowed  capital  87 

Boston — exchanges  84;  discounts  87;  ar 
rangemenls  of  dealers  86;  pressure  in  86 
whig  salute  116;  revenue  99;  debt  174;  sales 
of  wool  and  woollens  150,  196;  gamblers 
punished  174;  Bunker  Hill  monument  189; 
Potomac  frigate  at  256;  “figure  head”  189, 
329,  347;  collection  for  the  Poles  348;  na- 
tional ve.ssels  at  381;  cause  of  fire  in  384; 
relative  to  the  burning  of  the  convent  413 
438;  school  festival  442 

Bouldin,  J.  W.  51 

Bowen,  Thomas  C.  elopement  of  172 
Breathitt,  gov.  death  of  17 

Breach  of  trust  172 

British  affairs. 

Agricultural  distress  209;  Amer.  charge’ 
383;  arrival  (valuable)  444;  bank  356;  books 
donations  of385;  Bitten,  bishop  404;  Boyd 
Mr.  case  of  his  murder  404;  Brougham,  lord 
404;  Cambridge  383;  cholera  383,  431;  Car 
los,  Don.  in  383;  the  church,  &c.  102,  260, 
350,351,382,  383,403;  convicts  transported 
5;  corn  Iaws5, 102;  crops  351;  debt  119,  .382 
384;  the  drama  205;  Durham  404;  eniigra 
tion  383;  e.quivalents  of  gold  and  wheat  382 
expenditures  174;  executions  191;  Falkland 


Islands  256;  fire  404;  Grey,  lord  5,  431;  444; 
hail  storm  383;  imprisonment  for  debt  415; 
Ireland,  statistics  of  118;  riots  174,209,  351, 
384,404,431;  of  the  repeal  of  the  union  209; 
great  funeral  209;  famine  in  414,  431;  coer- 
cion bill  404,415,444;  Jewish  disabilities 

350,  389;  king’s  speech  54;  his  drawing 
room  101;  declaration  332;  address  to  the 
prelates  351;  knowledge,  for  the  promotion 
of  404;  laborers  428;  Lander’s  exped.  &c.  5, 
209, 260;  libel  404;  Mina, gen.  383;  ministry 
303, 332, 350,  399,426,431,444;  military  pu- 
nishment 444;  money  86,218,  351;  Morn- 
ing Post  404;  N.apier,  ailiii.  404;  navy  102, 
404;  N.  Holland  383,399;  Nova  Scotia  332; 
O’Connell  209,  351,413;  parliament  21, 209, 

351,  389,  404;  Polish  exiles  351;  poor  rales 
365;  poor  laws  415;  population  174,  381; 
proxy  voting  102;  proiestanls  ’383;'  queen 
101,  332,  .351,415,  444;  railway  parish  rales 
150;  reforms  102,  209,256,  365,382;  reve- 
nue 5,  102,174;  Rice,  Mr.  383;  riots  102, 
174;  relation  with  Russia  5;  shipments  lo 
America  5;  specie  exportations  1,21;  sta- 
tistics 119,  174, 191,  2.53,  365,  381,  382,  384, 
404;  slocks  174,  260;  storm  5:  larriffite 
queen  101:  trade.s’  unions  260:  treaty  with 
the  four  powers  351:  vestrymen  191:  Wel- 
lington, duke  444:  wheat,  importations  of5 

Brown,  Ge.orge  56,  72,  81,  133 

Brown,  Alexander  81,  87,  95,  102 

Brown,  John  A.  and  the  president  85 
Brutality,  case  of  152 

Bryant,  Mr.  314:  Burden  Mr.  398 

Burges,  Tristam  396:  Butler,  B.  F.  97,297 
Cabinet  at  Washington  291,  313,  331,347 
Cachemire  shawls  422 

Cage,  Mr.  84,203 

Calhoun,  John  C.  his  speech  on  the  pre- 
sident’s protest,  213;  his  reply  to  an  invita- 
tion to  a dinner  405 

Caldwell.  Mr.  384 

Canada — dissentions  in  35,85,191,244, 
York,  called  Toronto  148;  Mr.  Gates  149; 
commerce  of  253;  emigrations  244,  260, 
368,  381,429,  442;  statistics  253;  banks  356; 
competition  on  the  St.  Lawrence  332;  co- 
lored settlement  347;  cholera  362,  379,  399, 
412,  429,  442,  444;  internal  iinpro.  1,410 
Canals — Chesapeake  and  Ohio  101,  119, 
133,  149,  326,  442;  New  York  173;  Penn- 
sylvania 173,255,256  , 301;  Erie  191;  Che- 
sapeake and  Delaware  260;  Delaware  and 
Raritan  260;  steam  navigation  in  301;  sheet 
iron  gigs  382;  grand  project  of  a ship  442 


Carriage  wheel  guard  317 

Cape  de  Verd  Islands  • 167 

Cape  May,  trip  to  315 

Carey,  M.  compliments  to  124,  4.33 
Carrington,  Mr.  146 

Cass,  gen.  429 

Censuses  of  the  U.  S.  tabular  statement 
of  the  several  424;  continuation  of  do.  425 
Challenge  to  duel  203 

Chambers,  E.  F.  33,  146,298,409 

Charles  X and  Don  Carlos  383 

Chilton,  Mr.  172 

China  trade  and  the  U.  S.  bank  86;  Chi- 
nese crackers  31^ 

Cholera— 35,  102, 173, 1 74, 205, 218,  255, 
256,260,  292,316,  332,  361,  362,  379,  .383, 
399,  412,  429,  431,  442,  443,  444;  Dr.  Man- 
ley’s prescription  for  the  431 

Christ,  Dr.  Cox  on  the  comple.xion  of  301 
Christian  publications  404 

Church  proscription  260 

Churchill,  Mr.  of  Maine  409 

Circulation  of  value.s,  &c.  essay  on  the  I 
Circumnavigation  316 

Classification  of  the  human  species  301 
Clay,  H.  67, 204, 241, 257,259,  395;  letters 
from  166,  417 — see  congress;  accident  to  329 
Clayton,  Mr.  of  Del.  109,  314— see  con- 
gress. 

Clayton,  Mr.  of  Georgia  951 

Cloths,  sale  of  190 


INDEX. 


Ill 


Coal,  duty  132;  trade.  315,  397;  discovery 
of  ill  India  316;  do.  in  Greece  384;  regions 
in  Pennsylvania  386 

Cobbeti’s  slander  of  Lafayette  260;  liis 
profaiiiiy  314;  views  on  education  393,  401 
Cocklinrn,  admiral  174 

Coffin,  sir  Isaac  • 429 

Coffin,  captain  Joshua  444 

Coincidence  of  deaths  380 

Coins — value  of  certain  252,  300;  coinage 
in  France  315;  U.  S.  laws  regulating  IWl, 
337,  338 

Golden,  Cadwallader  D.  death  of  1 
Colonization  society  of  Maryland  174 
Columbus,  Christopher  380 

Combs  19l 

Commercial  Intelligencer  86 

Commercial  terms  397 

Commerce  and  navigatioti,  U.  S.  99,  346, 
361,  371;  do.  ol  New  York  410 

Confessimial,  the  173 

Conhi  Illations  by  the  U.  S.  senate  329 
Congress. 

Adams,  Mr.  J.  a.  8,  25,  38,  51,  53,  107, 
1.37,  138,  152,  176,  177,  193,  220,  221,  247, 
248,262,263,307,321;  on  the  deposite  banks 
89, 90,  262,  295;  to  amend  the  journals  137, 
138;  to  restrict  small  notes  in  the  District 
152;  concerning  the  majority  of  the  bank 
committee  220;  paying  honors  to  general 
Lafayette,  306;  adjournment  of  congress 
107,  151,  194,  195,  207,  220,  246,  262,  305, 
319,  320,  321;  agent  for  the  deposite  banks 
103,  104;  agent  at  Havana  194;  Albany  nie- 
inorial — card  concerning  119,  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s ejiplanaiioii  134;  Allan,  Mr.  of  Ky. 
70,  89,  90,  106,  207,  247,  248;  Allen,  Mr.  of 
Vt.  106,  177;  Allen,  Mr.  of  Va.  193;  Alley, 
Saul  183;  aineiidinents  of  the  constitution 
421;  American  state  papers  192,  206;  An 
thony,  Mr.  69,  106,  120,  207,  295;  appro 


296,304,  305,  306,  307,  318,  319,320,321, 
Archer,  Mr.  38,  90,  1-76,  177,  303,  307;  Ar- 
kansas 175,  192,  248,  321;  army  38,  53,  69, 
88,  192,  194;  tactics  of  the  107;  pay  ofsur 
geons^l;  fortilicatiotis  207,  296,  320,321; 
armory  53,  262,  294:  Ashley,  Mr.  70,  152 
Baltimore — whig  meeting  151;certain  ves 
sels  sunk  at  296,  305,  306;  marine  hospital 
321;  balances  296;  hanks — bank  U.  S.  me 
morials,  resolutions,  &c.  5,  6,  7,  8,  22,  23, 
24,  25,  35,  36,  37,  38,  51,  52,  53,  54,  57,  67, 
68,  69,  70,  87,  88,  89,  90,  103,  104,  105,  106, 
107,  119,120,133,135,  136,  137,  150,  151, 
152,  175,  176,  177,  192,  194,206,207,218, 
219,  220  , 245  , 246,  261,262,263,295,296, 
304, 305, 306, 317,319, 320;  transfer  draughts 
206;  monthly  returns  23,  295;  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s resoIntiOH  7;  his  bank  project  52,  53, 

67,  68,  69;  Mr.  Adams’  resolutions  220;  Mr. 
Clay’s  joint  resolutions  219,  245, 246,  295; 
call  on  the  president  for  a project  120;  Mr. 
Duncan’s  project  151;  inve.«tigaling  com- 
mittee’s reports  208,  221,  225,  233;  printing 
of  do.  220;  Western  bank  oi  Pliiladelphia 
7;  Hartford  bank  7;  Pheiiix  bank  7;  Con- 
necticut river  bank  7;  New  Bedford  banks 
7;  Planters’  hank  at  Natchez  7,  22,  23; 
Connecticut  banks  8;  Mr.  Southard’s  call 
fur  information  175;  his  resolution  institut- 
ing inquiries  318,  319;  Union  bank  of  Md. 

68,  88,  102;  agent  of  the  deposite  103,  104, 
119;  District  banks  119,  120,  136,  137,  151, 
152,  206,  248,  295;  employment  of  state 
banks  157;  nomination  of  directors  182, 
183;  small  notes  in  the  District  248;  Mr. 
Adam’s  call  for  information  from  deposite 
banks  89,  90,  262,  263;  general  abstract  of 
the  number  and  situation  of  state  banks 
356;  Banks,  Mr.  69,  177,  193,  194,  207,  246, 
247,248;  Barber,  Mr.  321;  Barringer,  Mr. 
177;  Barnitz,  Mr.  69,  70,  89,  106,  194,  207, 
220,263;  Bates,  Mr.  120,  177,  194;  Baylies, 
Mr.  9U;  Bayard,  Mr.  183;  Bayou  pigeon  207; 
Bcard.dey,  Mr.  8,  90,  106,  120,  136,  176, 
194  , 220  , 247,  263;  Beale,  Mr.  of  Virginia 
106;  Bean,  Mr.  120;  Beaumont,  surgeon, 
38,  207;  Bell,  Mr.  of  N.  H 37,  150,  207,220, 
304;  Bell,  Mr.  of  Ohio  220;  Bell,  Mr.  ofTen. 
speaker  248,  264;  Beaty,  Mr.  151,248,  263, 
295;  Benton,  Mr.  67,  68.  88.  104,  133.  134, 
las,  176,  192,  206,  218,  219,  245,  246,  262, 
304,  318,  319,  403,  421;  Bibb,  Mr.  52,53,88, 
103,  119,  135,  136, 150,  175,  192,  206,  218, 
219,  246,  261,  282,  294  , 319,  421;  Binney, 


Mr.  8,  23,  24,  53,  69,  106,  107, 120, 138, 176, 
207,  296;  Black,  Mr.  22,  52,  175,  319;  Blair, 
Mr.  of  S.  C.  89,  90;  Boon,  Mr.  107,  137, 
138,  151,  193,  194,  195,  208,  220;  Bouldin, 
James  W.  69;  books  for  tlie  use  ul  mem 
Iters  53;  bounty  lands  53;  brevet  rank  245; 
Briggs,  Mr.  90,  138,  207,  220,  248;  Brown, 
Mr.  of  N.  C.  7,  38,  52,  103,  150,  151,  176, 
206,  295,  304;  Brown,  Mr.  ol  N.  York  193, 
194;  Burges,  Mr.  38,  53,  54,  69,  70,  90,  104, 
106,  120,  176,  177,  248,  263,  296  , 306  , 320, 
321;  Burd,  Mr.  207,  220;  Ins  resolution  to 
connect  Ihe  Chesapeake  and  Uliiu  and 
Penn,  canal  220;  Bynum,  Mr.  106,  177,  193 
Cage,  Mr.  70,  194;  Calhoun,  Mr.  52,  53, 
67,  68,  89,  103,  104,  134,  135,  136,  154,  161, 
175,  176,  295,  304,  318,319,  his  amendment 
to  Mr.  Poindexter’s  resolutions  on  the  pre 
sident’s  protest  175;  his  speech  on  do.  213; 
Cambreleng,  Mr.  8,  137,  193,  195,262,  320; 
Campbell,  Mr.  8;  calls  of  the  house  263; 
Canals— Louisville  and  Portland  25;  Che- 
sapeake and  Ohio  88,  193,  220,  263;  James 
River  207,  208;  Appalachicola  and  rit.  An- 
diews  246;  Alexandria  246;  Wabash  and 
Erie  304;  from  Michigan  to  Illinois  306; 
canals  and  rail  roads  321;  Carr,  Mr.  120; 
census,  classification  317;  Chambers,  Mr. 
of  Md.  5,  7,  23,  37,  135,  150,  151,  175,  206, 
219,  245,  262,  294,  295,  304,318,319;  his 
resolution  concerning  draughts  150;  Cham- 
bers, Mr.  of  Pa.  69, 194,220;  chaplain  house 
321;  chart  of  foreign  coins  246;  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  88;  Chilton,  Mr.  38, 
90,  106, 120, 138, 151, 152, 177, 296;  his  post 
office  expose  151;  Chinn,  Mr.  70,  246; 
Choctaw  reservations  88, 104;  Choate,  Mr. 
70,  89.  90;  Clarke,  Mr.  90,  177;  Clayton, 
Mr.  of'  Del.  7,  35,  52,  68,  89,  103,  104,  119, 
134,  1.36,  161,  164,  175,192,193,206,218, 
245, 246,  248, 305, 318;  remarks  on  the  New 
Castle  mem.  22;  do.  on  the  protest  154, 164; 
do.  on  the  Cherokee  ineni.  264:  Clayton, 
Mr.  of  Geo.  136,  193,  208..  221,264;  his  res. 
on  the  salary  of  oificers  136,  137;  report 
306;  his  statement  of  the  N.  York  custom 
house  193;  relative  to  the  bank  of  U.  S.25!; 
Clay,  Mr.  of  Ky.  his  res’s.  on  the  deposite 
question  7,  23,  51,  88;  his  joint  do.  on  do. 
219,245, 246,295,296;  do.  on  the  president’s 
powers  37,  103;  do.  on  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland  §8,88;  leply  to  102;  various  7, 
22,  23,  37,  52,  53,  67,  68,  69,  87,  88,  89, 104, 
119,  134,  135,  136,  150,  151,  152,  175,  176, 

192,  193,206  , 218,  245,  246,  262,295,304, 
317,  318,  319,  320;  his  land  bill  175;  his 
report  on  do.  268;  his  appeal  to  the  vice 
president  36;  his  allusion  to  the  presence 
of  the  regency  204;  his  views  on  the  force 
act  104;  his  remarks  on  the  presentation  of 
the  Berks  county  memorial  7;  on  present- 
ing the  Troy  and  Schenectady  memoiials 
125;  do.  the  Doyle.«town  204;  his  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Poindexter’s  protest  resolu- 
tions 135;  resolutions  concerning  the  re- 
venue 176;  Clay,  Mr.  of  Ala.  24, 69, 70, 120, 
194;  Clowney,  Mr.  8;  coins — and  curren 
cy  88,  90;  committee  on  finance  to  sit  in 
the  recess  318,  319;  do.  to  wail  on  the  pre- 
sident 319;  commutation  bill  107, 195;  Con- 
nor, Mr.  23,  24,  151,  194  , 296;  speech  of 
210;  constitution  219,246,262;  Corwin,  Mr. 

106,  107,  119,  120,  1.52,  207;cotton,  loss  on, 
by  the  experiment  151;  Coulter,  Mr.  8, 176, 
263;  counterfeiting  of  foreign  coin  90;  Cra- 
mer, Mr.  107;  Crane,  Mr.  107;  Crockett, 
Mr.  speeches  of,  8,  38,  221,  295,  .321;  va- 
rious 295,296;  Croghan,col.  George  206, 
295;  Ciimbeiland  road  69,89,  107, 176,  192, 
194,  195,  296;  Cumberland  river  151;  cur- 
rency and  coins  88,  107,  177,  194,  245,  252, 
294,296,304,318;  Cuitis,  James  304;  cus- 
tom house  officers  107,  121,  152,  175,  176, 

193,  295;  do.  revenue  305 

Darlington,  Mr.  106;  Davis,  Mr.  ofS.  C. 

107,  193,296;  on  power  and  patronage  107; 
Davis,  Mr.  of  Ky.  220;  debates  in  the  senate 
— on  ihe  presentation  of  depo.«ite  memorials 
5,6,  7,  22,  36  , 37,38,  51,  68, 151;  motion  to 
clear  the  galleries  133;  on  the  president’s 
protest  161,213,249;  on  the  Seneca  coun- 
ty resolutions  192;  on  the  Indiana  me- 
morials 218;  on  the  po.st  office  dep.  403;  do. 
in  the  house  of  reps,  on  the  presentation  of 
memorials,  &c.  on  the  depo.<ite  question 
23,  24,  25,  38;  on  the  general  appropriation 
bill  176;  on  the  motion  to  print  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  Letcher  and  Moore 


177;  on  the  propositions  to  reduce  certain 
salaries  193;  on  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress 221;  on  Mr.  Adams’ resolution  call- 
ing for  information  concerning  the  deposite 
banks  262,309;  on  the  navy  ration  bill  320; 
on  the  resolution  amendatory  of  the  con- 
stituiion 'relative  to  the  election  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president  421;  Decatur,  Mrs. 
Susan,  8,  23,  137,  151;  Delawiire  remon- 
strating against  the  protest  193;  Denny, 
Mr.  23,207,248,  296,  320;  Dennis,  L.  P. 
death  of,  119.  120;  deposite  banks  89,90, 
119,  137  , 262,  263,  296,305,306,  319;  Mr. 
Webster’s  report  327;  number  of  deposite 
memoriali.-ts  119,  150,  262,299;  Dickson, 
Mr.  177,207;  Dickerson,  Mr.  of  N.  J.  70, 
90,  106,  194;  digest  of  state  banks  306;  di- 
plomatic services  90;  do.  corre.spondence 
192,  248,  294;  do.  code  262,  319;  directors 
U.  S.  bank  183, 184;  District  of  Columbia — 
slavery  in  the  25;  Pennsylvania  avenue 
70;  Potomac  bridgi‘90,263, 319, 311;  Alex- 
andria 8,  90,  263,  319;  do.  canal  246,  321; 
the  failure  of  certain  banks  120,  136,  137, 
151;  appropriations  to  the  corporations  of 
the,  262;  do.  to  the  city  of  Washington 
262,263;  various  262,263, 321;  small  notes 
152,248,263,321;  discriiiiinaiing  duties  of 
the  islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  53;  dis- 
tribution of  the  census  264,295;  district  at- 
torney’s, U.  S.  compensatiou  of  152;  docu- 
mentary history  U.  S.304;  Duncan,  Mr.  his 
project  to  renew  the  U.  S.  bank  charter 
151,  207;  duties  on  locomotive  engines  53, 
319;  do.  on  certain  pieces  of  sculpture  69; 
on  sugar  89;  on  imports  206,  207,  219,  262, 
293,294;  on  ceituin  church  hells  206;  on 
hardware  and  manufactures  of  copper  and 
brass  219,  319;  on  lead  295,  306;  discrimi- 
nating 296 

Ellsworth,  Mr.  25,  70,  137,  220,  247,  296, 
321;  Elliott’s  diplomatic  code  262,  319; 
election  of  speaker  248,  see  contested  elec- 
tions; election  of  president  and  vice  presi- 
dent 421;  Evans,  Mr.  of  Maine,  53,  90, 120, 
151,  220;  his  propositions  relative  to  the 
deposites  137;  Everett,  Mr.  E.  38,  90,  306, 
320;  his  bank  report  225;  Everett,  Mr.  H. 
8,  53,  151,  176,  193,  207,  248,  307;  Ewing, 
Mr.  of  Ohio,  7,  35,  38,  67,  88,  89,  104,  119, 
134,  155,  161,  175,  192,  206,219,245,261, 
304,  305,  317,  318;  his  resolutions  concern- 
ing post  office  deiiartment  67,  88,  261, 262, 
318;  his  report  on  ditto,  273,  318;  con- 
cerning district  banks  119;  Ewing,  Mr.  of 
Indiana,  24,  89,  107,  151,  177,  1^2,  193;  of 
his  plan  concerning  national  currency  107; 
executive  business  5,  7,  8,  22,  23,  69,  88, 
89, 103, 134, 136, 151, 175, 176, 192,207,220, 
262,  294,  295,  304,  305,  318,  319;  executive 
powers  37,103;  examinations  and  surveys, 
&c.  247 

Fillebrown, Thomas,  jun.  103;  Fillmore, 
Mr.  8,  53,  69,  106,  137,  208,  263,  307;  Flo- 
rida 248,  321;  Foot,  Mr.  138,  176;  his  re- 
signation 195;  force  act,  repeal  of  the  89, 

103,  104;  foreign  coins,  90,  177;  sec  coins, 
^old  and  silver,  &c.  foreign  ministers,  176; 
Forsyth,  Mr.  5,  7,22,  37,38,  67,68,  88, 103, 

104,  134,  135,  150.  151,  161,  162,  175,  176, 
193,206,  245,246,262,  294,  295,  304,305, 
318;  his  amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexter’s 
re.solutions  on  the  president’s  protest,  134, 
175,176;  his  scire  facias  proposition,  245, 
246;  his  speech  on  the  president’*  protest, 
249;  foitifications,  8,  207,  296,  320,  321; 
Foster,  Mr.  25,  90,  305;  Fowler,  Mr.  194; 
franking  privilege  103;  Frelinghuyseii, Mr. 
7,  37,  68  , 89,  103,  134,  135,  176,  192,  206, 
245,  295,  305,  319;  remarks  on  introducing 
memorial  from  Somerset  co.  13.5;  French 
spoliations,  23,  206,  245.  261, 262,  294,  295, 
308;  amount  of  claims,  308;  French  treaty, 
extension  of  the  commission  under  tlie 
152,  177,294;  Fuller,  Mr.  of  N.  Y.  177,  194 

Galbraith,  Mr.  69,  70,  106,  L52,  207;  gal- 
leries, order  to  clear  the  133;  Gamble,  Mr. 
120,  151,  177,207;  Garland,  Mr.  151,177, 
194,  207;  Georgia  militia  claims  207,  294, 
2%,  320;  Gholson.  Mr.  38,  247;  Gilmer, 
Mr.  69,  1.52, 208,  307;  Gilpin,  Henry  D.  183; 
Gillet,  Mr.  264;  gold  and  silver  coins,  &,c. 
88,  107,  177,  194  , 245,  252,  294,  296,304, 
306,  318;  Gordon,  Mr.  23,  24,  305;  Gorham, 
Mr.  53,  177,220,  252;  Graham,  Mr.  120,151; 
Gravson,  Mr.  .306;  Grennell,  Mr.  138,  920; 
Griffin,  Mr.  208;  Grundy,  Mr.  92,  2.3,  150, 
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151,  206,245,  262,  295,  318,319,  320;  his 
report  on  the  post  otiice  282 

Hall,  Mr.  of  Vermont,  177;  Hall,  Mr.  ol 
North  Carolina,  23,  IU6,  151;  his  resolution 
to  reduce  the  revenue  23;  Hall,  Mr.  of 
Maine,  24;  Hamer,  Mr.  208,247,  248;  Han- 
iiagan,  Mr.  151, 248,  264;  harbors,  &c.  195, 

207,  296,  305,  321;  Hardin,  Mr.  24,  90,  136, 
137,  151,  177,  195,  207,208,247,  248,  264; 
Hard,  Mr.  69;  Harper,  Mr.  of  Perm.  23,  69, 
90,  138,  193;  Hawes,  Mr.  8,  24,  194;  Haw- 
kins, Mr.  320;  Heath,  Mr.  J.  P.  25, 1.36,  246; 
Heisier,  Mr.  23,  69,  207,  220,  296,  321; 
Hendricks,  Mr.  88,  89,  136,  206,218,  318, 
319;  his  retttarks  on  presemirtg  ceriairr  tne- 
trtorials  in  favor  of  the  bartk,  218;  Hender- 
son, Mr.  of  Penrt.  106,  120,  194;  Hill,  Mr.  7, 
23,  294,  304;  hospital  ntoney,  305;  hour  ot 
meeting  89,  306;  Hubbard,  Mr.  137,  138, 

208,  246,  248;  Hudson  river,  319,  320,  321; 

Huntington,  Mr.  177,  193;  Hunterdon,  (N. 
J.)  245 

Indiana,  concerning  a grant  of  land  to 
264;  Indians,  and  Irrdian  affairs,  Choctaw 
reservations,  22,  88;  Wyandoii,  do.  89;  ap- 
propriation bill,  195,  206,  207,  306,  307; 
Mr.  Lewis’  proposition,  195;  annuities  of 
the  195,  298,  305,307;  Cherokees,  206,  304, 
305;  organization  of  the  Indian  department, 
207;  trade  and  intercourse,  207,  307,  319, 
321;  establishment  of  the  western  territory, 

207,  307;  report  of  the  committee,  296; 
Indian  department,  307;  treaty  with  the 
Creeks,  307;  see  laws;  insolvent  debtors, 
192,206,207,220;  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  245;  internal  improveineiits,  69, 

89,  107,  151,  177,  306.  319,  321 

Jarvis,  Mr.  53,  120,  136,  137,  i51,  193, 
320;  Jefierson’s  statue  70,  320;  Johnson, 
R.  M.  38,  53,  107,  152,  207,  247,  263,  321; 
Johnson,  Cave  194,  321;  Jones,  of  Geo.  38, 
177,207,  208,  220,  248,  296;  journals  of  old 
congress  89;  judiciary,  U.S.  88, 177,  206,305 

Kane,  Mr.  7,  52,  68,  89,  134,  136, 
176,  183,  193,  218;  Kavaiiagh,  Mr.  90; 
Kent,  Mr.  7,  67,  88,  119,  133,  150;  Kentuc- 
ky contested  election  177,  193,  194,  207, 

208,  220,  246,  247,  248,  263,  264;  King,  Mr. 

of  Ala.  22,  53,  68,  88,  104,  119,  134,  135, 
161,  175,  304;  King,  Mr.  of  Pa.  23,  69,  220; 
King,  Mr.  of  Geo.  37,  52,  69,  119,  246,  318; 
Knight,  Mr.  175,  192,  295 

Lafayette,  gen.  token  of  respect  to  304, 
305,  306;  Lands,  the  public — Mr.  Poiridex 
ter’s  resolution  22;  of  certain  Indian  reserv. 
22,  88,  104;  frauds  by  agents  23,  303,  319, 
321;  Row’s  deposition  326;  graduation  of 
prices  of  298,  319;  Georgia  resolutions 
concerning  the  25;  Ohio  do.  103;  bounty 
lands  53,  103,  283,  320,  321;  number  of  pa- 
tents ready  for  signature  88;  school  reser- 
vations 119;  do.  selections  305;  Mr.  Clay’s 
call  for  certain  information  150;  his  bill  ap- 
propriating the  proceeds,  &c.  175;  printing 
report  on  do.  175;  his  report  268;  various 
175;  Mr.  Poindexter’s  call  219;  surveyor 
general  207;  grants  of  townships  to  certain 
states  319;  donations  for  schools  in  Ohio 
246,  231:  grant  to  Indiana  264;  receipts 
from  sales  of  294;  additional  districts  for 
the  sale  of  294, 305:  claims  in  Alabama  294; 
do.  in  Florida  321;  do.  in  Arkansas  321; 
pre-emption  rights  296;  grants  to  the  Wa- 
bash and  Erie  canal  304;  proceeds  from 
sales  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  306;  Lane, 
Mr.  152,  248;  Lansing,  Mr.  106,  120;  La- 
porte,  Mr.  207;  Lawrence,  Mr.  177;  laws, 
U.  S. — See  laws;  Leavitt,  Mr.  70,  106, 
152,  177,  247;  Lee,  Mr.  69,  70,  120;  Letch- 
er, Robert  P.  see  Kentucky,  ante;  Leigh, 
Mr.  23,  37, 38,  52,  53,  67,  133,  134,  150,  206, 
262,  421;  Levy,  lieut.  70;  Lewis,  Mr.  of 
Ala.  195;  limitation  of  debate  263;  light 
houses  318,  321;  Lincoln,  Mr.  24,  53,  136, 
151,  152,  177,  194,  320;  his  res.  concerning 
the  post  office  department  152;  his  speech 
197;  locomotive  engines  53;  longitude  and 
latitude  of  certain  places  264;  Loyall  Mr. 
69,  207,  220;  Love,  Mr.  207;  Lyon,  Mr.  152; 
Lucas,  Mr.  207;  Lytle,  Mr.  70,  221,  263 
Mangum,  Mr.  7,  22,  52,  53,68,88,  104, 
206,  262,  304,  318,  319;  Mann,  Mr.  of  N.  Y. 
90,  248,  263;  Mardis,  Mr.  his  resolution 
concerning  the  public  deposites  8,  53,  54, 
69,  70,  89,  90,  107,  119,  120,  138,  151,  152, 
207;  marine  corps  263;  Marshall,  Mr.  90, 
208,  247,  248,  263;  Maryland  legislature, 
resolutions  of  the  88;  marine  hospitals  207, 1 


321;  marine  corps  245;  Mason,  Mr.  69,  70, 
104;  Massachusetts  resolutions  38;  McCar- 
ty, Mr.  296;  McComas,  Mr.  70,  90, 207,  208; 
McDuffie,  Mr.  8,  23,  24,  38,  90,  104;  McEI- 
derry,  Hugh  183;  McKean,  Mi.  6,  7,22,  23, 
35,37,51,52,88,  103,  104,  119,  135,  136, 
150,  151,  192,  206,  245,  246,  261,262:  on 
changes  in  Penn.  150;  on  presenting  Har- 
risbuigh  mem.  246;  reasons  for  a vote  246; 
explanation  295;  McKennan,  Mr.  8,  106, 
120,  138,  151,  152,  296;  McKay,  Mr.  8,  151, 
177,  194,  264;  McKim,  Mr.  23,  24,  120,  137, 
207,  296,  320;  his  linancial  project  296:  Mc- 
Kinley, Mr.  8,  89,  90,  138,  152,  247;  Mc- 
Vean,  Mr.  70;  Meade,  Richard  W.  137; 
members  of  congress,  pay,  &c.  306;  Mer- 
cer, Mr.  8,  90,  137,  138,  207,  247,  263,  306; 
messages  of  the  president — on  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  89;  the  protest  138; 
supplement  to  do.  144;  renominating  the 
bank  directors  180;  on  the  Touhm  disaster 
293;  Michigan,  state  government  175,  192, 
248;  territorial  addition  to  3U6;  militia 
claims  175;  survey  of  roads,  &c.  306;  Mil- 
ler, Mr.  69,  70,  106,  177,  207,  208,  220,263; 
Milligan,  Mr.  23,  24.  207;  Mississippi  river, 
improvements  on  the  177,  247;  military 
land  warrants  53,  103,  263,  320,  321;  Mit- 
chell, Mr.  106,  152,  207;  Mint,  U.  S.  88, 
305,  306;  Moore,  Mr.  of  Ala.  22,  133,  175; 
Moore,  Mr.  of  Va.  38,  137,247;  Moore,  Mr. 
Thomas  P.  see  Kentucky,  ante;  Morris,  Mr. 
of  Ohio  23,  119,  184,  192,  304,  317;  his 
amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexter’s  resolu- 
tions on  the  land  frauds  23;  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  8,  106,  247;  Murphy,  Mr.  152 

Naples,  treaty  with  152,  294;  Naudain, 
Mr.  193,  305;  his  remarks  on  presenting  the 
proceedings  of  the  Jacksonians  of  New 
Castle  265;  navy  and  naval — hospital  at 
Charleston  88;  printing  rules  and  regula- 
tions 193;  increase  of  pay  220,  320;  steam 
batteries  263,  320;  rations  26.3,  303,  320; 
changes  in  the  titles  of  officers  303;  acade- 
my 303;  pensions  .305;  navy  yard  at  Charles- 
ton 306;  live  oak  frames  for  certain  vessels 
320,  321;  rebuilding  frigate  Congress  320, 
321;  transfer  of  appropriations  303,  321;  N. 
Jersey,  and  N.  York  247;  New  Hampshire 
resolutions  304 

Ohio,  resolutions  of  103;  boundary  245, 
246,  261,  295;  donations  of  land  to  246,  261; 
office,  concerning  the  termre  of  37;  officers 
of  the  Idle  war  103, 262;  old  journals,  print 
ing  of  the  319;  Osgood,  Mr.  90,  120,  152, 
176,  177;  Owen,  Hardirnan  152 

Page,  Mr.  70;  Parker,  Mr.  70,90,  151, 
194,  263,  320;  patent  office  193,218;  Patton, 
Mr.  24,  70,  320;  Patterson,  Mr.  89,  207; 
Paul  Jones,  the  frigate  320;  Pearce,  Mr.  of 

R.  I.  90,  106,  120,  177,  193,  194,  207,296, 
306;  penal  law  system  306;  pension  agency 
and  the  U.  S.  bank  7,  70,  89,  192,  193,  206, 
218;  Mr.  Clayton’s  report  10;  pensions  and 
pensioners  7,  8.  25,  90,  151,  195,  219,  220, 
246,294,  303,  305,  306,  318,  319;  Peyton, 
Mr.70,248;  on  executive  power  136;  his  re- 
solutions 137,  263;  Pierson,  Mr.  106,  320; 
Pinckney,  Mr.  of  S.  C.  38,  53,54,207;  Pitts, 
Seth  261;  Plummer,  Mr.  70,  90,  136,  194, 
207,  220;  Poindexter,  Mr.  concerning  the 
Planters’  bank  of  Natchez  7,  22,  23;  con- 
cerning the  public  lands,  &c.  22, 23, 51,  52, 
88,  304;  concerning  the  president’s  protest 
134,  135,  136,  150,  175, 176;  the  resolutions 
176;  report  in  favor  of  the  Polish  exiles  219; 
various  23,  51,  52,  67,  68,  69,  88,  89,  104, 
119,  134,  135,  150,  161,  175,  176,  192,  245, 
246,  294,  295,  303,  304,  30.5,  318;  his  re- 
marks on  the  land  frauds  303;  his  address 
on  being  elected  pre.sident  pro  tern.  318; 
Polish  exiles  137,  150,  192,  196,  220,  319, 
321 ; Polk,  Mr.  8, 24, 38. 53,  89,  90,  107,  1 19, 
136,  137,  138,  151,  152,'  177,  194,  207,  220, 
263,295,296,  305,  306,  307,  320,  321;  his 
remarks  on  Mr.  Adams’  resolution  con- 
cerning the  deposite  banks  309;  Pope,  Mr. 
25,  151,  152,  220,  247,  248;  population  U. 

S.  88;  classification  of  do.  317;  Porter,  Mr. 
7,  175,  262,  318;  ports  of  entry,  Natchez 
304;  post  office  department— Mr.  Clayton’s 
inquiry  as  to  amount  of  postages  7,  23;  in- 
quiry as  to  removals  35;  do.  as  to  returns 
of  newspapers,  &c.36;  appointment  of  de- 
puty postmasters  .37;  inquiry  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  67,  88;  of  the  clerks  136,  194;  af- 
fairs of  151;  Mr.  Lincoln’s  resolution  152; 


I his  speech  197;  postage  on  periodicals  900, 
245;  Mr.  Ewing’s  resolutions  67,  88,261, 
262,  318;  examining  committee— of  the  re- 
ports ol  261,  262,  294,  tlie  reports  273,  282; 
extra  allowances  to  mail  ccnitructois  264, 
296;  restriction  of  contracts  and  extras  296; 
Mr.  Sprague’s  resolutions  for  a committee 
to  sit  in  the  recess  304,  305;  committee  H. 
of  R.  to  sit  in  the  recess  321;  Potts,  Mr.  8, 
23,  24,  106;  Potomac  bridge  8,90,  263,  319, 
321;  Poller,  E.  R’s  pay  and  mileage  246, 
262,  294,  304;  Prentiss,  Mr.  37,  51,  b9,  1 19; 
Preston,  Mr.  23,  38.  51, 52,  68,  69,  88,  89, 
103,  104,  134,  135,  136,  161,  175,  193,  219, 
246,  262,  294,  295,  305,  319;  eulogy  on  Mr. 
Blair  89;  his  call  fur  names  ol  pensioners. 
Sic.  219,  220,  246,  318, 319;  president  of  the 
senate  5,  23,  51 , 52,  53,  67,  68,  88,  104,  133, 

175,  176,  192,  206,  218,  303,  318;  president 
pro  lem.  appeals  from  the  1.34,  135;  elec- 
tion of  the  318;  president  U.  S,  inquiry  as 
to  the  powers  of  the  37;  Mr.  Davis’  resolu- 
tion concerning  107;  of  the  protest  of  the 
119,  121,133, 134, 135,136,  150,  175, 176; the 
protest  138;  supplement  to  do.  144;  of  Mr. 
Donelson’s  corrections  134;  .Mr.  Wise’s 
resolutions  1.36,  263;  withholding  the 
Wabash  bill  by  the  319;  the  pledges  to 
the  south  of  the  177;  Mr<  Benton’s 
resolution  to  expunge  the  resolutions 
of  the  senate  agamsl  the  319;  president  and 
vice  president  219,  246,  262;  printing  old 
journals  319;  property  de.«troyed  during  the 
late  war  53,  90,  120, 305,  321;  protest  of  the 
president — see  president,  ante;  previous 
questions  104, 193,  194,  220,  247,  263,  264, 
321;  provident  pension  fund  88;  public  mo- 
neys, inquiry  concerning  the  deposite  of 
8,  53,  54,  69,  70,  89;  public  officers,  Mr. 
Vance’s  proposition  to  reduce  the  salaries 
of  107,  121;  Mr.  Clayton’s  (of  Geo.)  do.  do. 
136;  public  deposites,  regulation  of  the  137; 
public  schools  246;  public  buildings  263; 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  192,  220 

Rail  roads,  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  103,  206,  208,  263,  321;  Winchester 
and  Potomac  207,  248;  rail  road.s  and  ca- 
nals through  the  U.  S.  lands  54;  Ramsay, 
Mr.  207;  Reed,  Mr.  24,  138,  151,  176,  177, 
194;  regulation  of  the  deposites,  Mr.  Web- 
ster’s report  on  the  bill  for  the  327;  remon- 
strances against  the  protest  193,262;  re- 
movals from  office  35,  37;  removal  of  the 
depo.siies  5,  6,  7,  8,  22,  23,  24  , 25,  35,  .36, 

37,  .38,  51,  52,  53,  54,  67,  68,  69,  70,  87,  88, 
89,  90,  103, 104,  105, 106, 107, 1 19,  120,  133, 
134,  135,  136,  137,  138,  150,  151,  152,  175, 

176,  177,  192,  194,  206,  207,218,219,220, 
245,246,  261,262,  263,  295,  296,304,305, 
306,317,319,  320;  reports- of  Mr.  Polk’s 
report  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  24, 

38,  .53,  54,  70,  89,  90,  104;  do.  on  state 
banks  157;  the  report  38;  of  Mr.  Binney’s 
report  24,  57;  secretary  of  the  treasury’s 
concerning  the  Union  bank  102;  do.  on 
Slate  banks  157;  on  the  receipts  of  the  first 
quarter  293;  on  the  affairs  of  the  post  of- 
fice 23,  273,  282;  of  Mr.  Webster’s  on  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  88;  on  the  bill  re- 
gulating the  deposites  327;  of  Mr.  Tyler  on 
the  president’s  message  renominating  bank 
directors  182;  of  Mr.  Poindexter  in  favor 
of  the  Polish  exiles  196;  of  Mr.  Clay  on  the 
public  lands  268;  of  the  investigating  bank 
committee’s  report 208, 220;  the  reports 221, 
225,  233;  restoration  of  deposites — number 
of  petitioners,  &c.  119,  150,262;  retrench- 
ment 107, 121,  152,  177,  193;  revenue— re- 
duction of  the  23;  inquiry  concerning  the 
176;  evasions  of  the  revenue  laws  punish- 
ed 264;  revolutionary  scrip  262,  29.5;  revo- 
lutionary land  warrants  53,  103,  120;  re- 
trenchment 306;  Rhode  Island  senatorial 
election  23,  67,  89,  103,  104,  192,  206,  219; 
right  of  way  through  public  lands  207,  248, 
296,  304,  321;  Rives,  Mr.  speech  on  resign- 
ing his  seat  5;  roads — Mars  Hill  53,207, 
294;  Memphis  119,  176;  Cumberland  69, 
89, 107,  176,  192,  194,  195,  296;  in  Arkan- 
sas 248,  306;  do.  in  Florida  248,  .306;  do.  in 
Michigan  262;  Robbins,  Mr.  23,  67,  89,  103, 
104,  136,  219,  261,  262,  305;  Robinson,  Mr. 
318;  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Louis 
206,207,  263,321;  rules  of  the  house- 90, 
263,  318,320,321;  of  the  senate  103,104 

Sale  of  forfeited  property  264;  salaries  of 
officers  306;  seamen,  register  of  American 
67;  Schley,  Mr.  70;  schools  for  marinerg 
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919;  SchenckjMr.  130;  scire  facias  against 
Uie  bank  245;  Seldeii,  Mr.  69,  106,  152, 
177,  194,  263,  296;  ins  proposition  con- 
cerning a uniiorm  currency  177,  194;  Se- 
neca county  resolutions  192;  senate,  hour 
of  meeting  262,  305;  Sevier,  Mr.  8.  321; 
Shepley,  Mr.  5,  104, 119,  175,  245, 261, 304; 
Shinn,  Mr.  69;  Silsbee,  Mr.37, 52, 103, 104, 
119,  175,  192,  262,  305,  318;  his  resolutions 
concerning  the  revenue  and  custom  house 
othcers  305;  silver  coins — see  gold  and  $il 
ver  corns;  Slade,  Mr.  of  Vt.  lo6,  120;  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Columbia25;  Sloune, 
Mr.  207;  Smith,  Mr.  of  Con.  7.  319;  South- 
ard, Mr.  5,  67,68,  69,  104,  119,  135,175, 
245,262,303,304,305,318;  his  resolutions 
concerning  certain  banks  175;  his  resolu- 
tion for  the  committee  ol  finance  to  sit  in 
the  recess  318, 319;  Spangler,  Mr.  106;  Spa- 
nish convenlion  208,  296;  speakers  of  the 
house  24,  53,  70,  89,  90,  106,  120,  137,  138, 
177,  194,  195,  207,  247,  262,  263,  296,  320; 
decisions  of  138,  320;  Mr.  Stevenson’s  an- 
nunciation ot  intention  toresigii246;  his  ad- 
dress 247;  thanks  to  321;  Speight, Mr.  89, 90, 
138,207,321;  specie  exportations  319;  spies, 
relief  of  certain  305;  Sprague,  Mr.  5, 38, 52, 
89,  150,  155,  175,206,245,261,305,318;  his 
resolution  concerning  the  fees,  &c.  175; 
call  for  amount  of  claims  against  France 
207;  concerning  the  post  office  depart.  304; 
speech  on  the  claims  against  France  308; 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  133;  sta- 
tue of  Mr.  Jetfersen  70,  320;  states’  claims 
for  interest  261,  294;  sialisiical  report  of 
states.  Sic.  319,  Stewart,  Mr.  of  Pa.  23,69, 
120,  177,  194,  207,  262,  263,  296;  steam  en- 
gines, inipruvements  in  151;  steamboat 
navigation  177,  262;  steam- batteries  263; 
Steele,  Mr.  263;  Stevenson,  Andrew,  exe- 
cutive proceedings  on  his  rejection  311,  see 
tpealcer;  Stoddeit,  Mr.  106,  120,  208,248; 
sugar,  duties  on  Sullivan,  John  T.  183; 
Sutherland,  Mr.  23,  24,  69,  70,  106.  138, 
193,  264  , 321;  Swift,  Mr.  37,  262 

Tallmadge,  Mr.  7,  37,  51,  53,  319,  320; 
Taney,  Mr.  rejection  of297,  314;  tariif,  53, 
69,  89,  206,  207,  219, 262,  295,  306, 319,  321; 
Thomas,  Mr.  of  Lou.  8;  Thomas,  Mr.  of 
Md.  106,  220;  his  bank  report  221;  of  do. 
306;  Thomson,  Mr.  of  O.  152,  207;  Tipton, 
Mr.  175,262;  Tomlinson,  Mr.  52,219,262, 
304  , 317  , 319;  tonnage  duly  on  Spanish 
vessels,  207;  Toulon,  affair  of,  296;  pen 
sions  to  the  sufferers  at  303,  305,  306;  trade 
with  the  W.  Indies  296;  transfer  draughts 
7,  22,  23,  206;  transfer  of  appropriations 
303,  ^1;  treaty  with  Maples  53,  88,  152, 
192;  with  France  152, 192,  207;  with  Chili 
193,  with  Spain  207,321;  with  the  Creeks 
307;  treasury  department,  of  the  repeal  of 
a certain  act  for  the  collection  of  revenue 
104,  treasury  draughts  7,  22,  23,  150;  agent 
ofthe  new  deposiie  banks  119;  report  on  the 
employment  of  state  batiks  157;  on  the  re 
ceipts  of  the  revenue  for  the  first  quarter 
29.3;  concerning  the  officers  of  the  cus 
toms  303;  Joint  resolutions  on  his  reasons 
for  the  removal  of  the  depusites  219,  245, 
246,295,296;  rejection  of  Mr.  Taney  314; 
treasury  note  project  296;  Turner,  Mr. 
106;  Turrell,  Mr.  8,  137;  Tyler,  Mr.  5,  7, 
38,  51,  88,  104,  150,  192,  206  , 262,  295,  304, 
422;  his  report  on  the  president’s  message, 
renominating  bank  directors  182 

Unavailable  funds  in  the  treasury  25;  un- 
expended balances  294 

Vance,  Mr.  24,  152,  177,  19.3,  207,  295; 
his  proposition  to  reduce  salaries  107,  121, 
152,  177,  193;  Vanderpool,  Mr.  208,  220, 
248;  Vaiiderlyti’s  portrait  of  Washington 
320;  Vinton,  Mr.  8,  120,  151,  152,  193,  207, 
220.  321;  Virginia  resolutions  23,  24, 38,  53, 
69;  land  warrants  of  the  Virginia  line  319 
Wabash  river  319;  Wagener,  Mr.  23,  69, 
106;  Waggaman,  Mr.  53,  192,304;  Wager, 
Peter,  183;  war  department  175;  Ward, 
Mr.  119;  Wardwell,  Mr.  151,  177,  194,263, 
296;  waiehousing  system  150;  Washington, 
gen.  birth  d.ay  8;  purchase  of  his  library  and 
private  papers  38,320,321;  statue  262;  por- 
trait of  320;  Watmough,  Mr.  8,23,24,69, 
220,  296,  320;  Wayne,  Mr.  89,90,  138,  1.52, 
177,  207,  248,  295,  307,  320;  Webster,  Mr. 

5,  7,  8,  35,  37,  38,  51 , 52,  53,  67,  68,  87,  88, 
134,  135,  136,  150,  161,  162,  175,  176,  177, 
192,  206,  219,  220,  245,  246,  062,  294,  295, 


304,  305,  317,  318,  319,  320,  327;  his  re- 
marks on  presenting  the  Philud. mechanics’ 
mem.  36;  do.  conceriitng  the  Albany  do.  134; 
do.  on  the  Doyleslown  mem.  204;  do.  con- 
cerning Lafayette  305;  liis  report  on  the  bill 
regulating  the  deposites327;  remarks  on  the 
post  office  report  403;  his  bank  project  52, 
53,  67,  68,  69;  weights  and  measures  133; 
West  Point  academy  103,  177,  296,  320; 
Whallon,  Mr.  194;  While,  Mr.  of  Tennes- 
see, 22,  68,  104,  207,  304,  305;  While,  Mr. 
of  Lou.  90,  151,  152;  Wliite,  Campbell  P. 
193,263;  While,  Mr.  of  Florida  193;  Whit 
tiesey,  Mr.  of  Ohio,  53,  90,  107,  119,  120, 
194,  207,  248,  295,296,306,307;  Wilkins, 
Mr.  5,  51,  69,  88,  89,  134,  136, 150, 155,  192, 
206, 262,  304,  318;  Wilde,  Mr.  8, 24, 53,  90, 
137,  138,  176,  194,  220,  264,  305,  3U6,  320; 
his  resolution  on  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
siles  53;  Williams,  Mr.  8,  89,  90,  106,  120, 
136,  151,  177,194,247,248,296,307;  Wilde, 
Mr.  8,  24,  177;  Wirt,  Mr.  8;  Wise,  Mr.  69, 
70,  106,  136,  137,  193, 194,207,220,263;  his 
resolutions  on  the  power  of  the  executive 
136,  194,  220,  263;  his  reasons  for  receding 
335;  Wright,  Mr.  7,  23,  37,  51,52,53,68, 
69,  88,  89,  103,  119,  133,  135,  150,  175,  192, 
245,  246,261,262,318,319 
Teas  and  nays — In  the  senate.  On  the 
refusal  to  receive  the  York  county  memo- 
rial 52;  do.  on  the  postponement  of  Mr. 
Webster’s  leave  to  report  his  bank  project 
69;  do.  on  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
finance  on  the  removal  of  the  deposiies  88, 
138;  do.  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill  89, 
176;  on  the  appeal  from  the  chair  135; 
on  printing  Mr.  Clay’s  report  on  the  land 
bill  175;  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions  on 
the  president’s  protest  175;  on  Mr.  For- 
syth’s amendment  to  Mr.  Poindexter’s  re- 
solutions on  do.  176;  on  Mr.  Poindexter’s 
resolutions  on  do.  176;  on  the  iioininations 
of  17.  S.  bank  directors  183, 184;  on  tlie  bill 
granting  a donation  of  land  to  the  Polish 
exiles  192;  on  the  Seneca  county  resolu- 
tions 192;  on  the  Washington  and  Balti- 
more rail  road  bill  206;  on  the  reception  of 
the  Cherokee  memorial  206;  on  the  report 
and  resolutions  on  the  pension  agency  219; 
outlie  Kliode  Island  coulesled  eleclioii  219; 
on  Mr.  Clay’s  joint  resolutions  219,  245, 
246;  on  the  pa)  nient  of  interest  to  slates  for 
advances  261,  294;  on  printing  the  post  of 
fice  reports  294;  on  postponing  the  bill 
concerning  French  spoliations  294;  on 
Mr.  Mangum’s  motion  to  amend  the  ge- 
neral appropriation  bill  304;  on  the  motion 
to  lake  up  the  New  Hampshire  resolutions 
304;  on  Mr.  Sprague’s  resolutions  concern 
iiig  the  post  office  investigations  305;  on 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Stevenson  311, 312;  on 
the  rejection  of  Mr.  Taney  314;  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wright  to  lay  the  reports  on 
the  post  office  on  the  table  318;  on  the  first 
resolution  of  the  committee  declaring  the 
borrowing  of  money  by  the  postmaster  ille- 
gal 318,403;  on  the  hill  to  regulate  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  Stales  318;  on  laying 
the  light  house  bill  on  the  table  318;  on 
the  resolution  directing  the  committee  on 
finance  to  sit  in  the  recess,  &c,  319;  on  tlie 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Hudson  river  on  the  table  319;  on 
the  engrossment  of  do.  319;  on  Mr.  Ben- 
ton’s motion  to  withdraw  certain  land  bills 
319;  on  Mr.  Poindexter’s  amendment  to 
the  general  appropriation  bill  362;  tabular 
statement  shewing  the  voles  on  several 
questions  by  slates  ' 392 

In.  the  house  of  representatives.  On  the 
previous  question  on  tlie  report  on  the  re- 
moval of  the  depo.sites  104;  do.  on  the  re- 
solutions, severally,  104,  105;  the  yeas  and 
nays  by  states  thereon  106;  on  Mr.  Vance’s 
retrenchment  proposition  107,  193;  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  to  consider  Mr. 
Wise’s  resoliiiion  136;  do.  on  Mr.  Peyton’s 
resoliilions  137;  on  Mr.  Selden’s  res.  con- 
cerning a uniform  currency  194;  on  the  Ken- 
tucky contested  election  247,  307;  on  the 
motion  to  lay  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton’s 
resolutions  on  the  table  263;  on  the  joint  re- 
solutions from  the  senate  concerning  the 
deposites  307;  York  county.  Pa.  deposite 
memorials  51,  68,  263;  on  the  deposite  bill 
323;  on  the  West  Point  bill. '12.3;  on  the  light 
house  bill  324;  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  city  of  Washington  324;  Yorktown  mo- 


nument 194,205,220;  on  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Stevenson  337;  Young,  Mr.  220 
Congress,  vacancies  in  35;  prorogation 
of  84;  anecdotes  146;  the  Crawford  caucus 
of  1824  266 

Conneclutit— elections  101, 117, 132,  150, 
189;  accident  to  a church  191;  school  fund 
255;  gov.  message  324;  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  324;  congr.  delegation  348;  par- 
son mobbed  360;  Miss  Crandall  398 

Convent  at  Charlestown  413,  426,  436, 
441,  442 

Conner,  Mr.  soeech  of  210 

Cooper,  Mr.  ‘ 292,428 

Copper  mine  256 

Costs  of  suits  380 

Cotton — decreased  consumption  of  86; 
crops  191;  exportation  of  259,  352,  397;  the 
early  trade  in,  &c.  352;  shipped  down  the 
Yazoo  444 

County  museums,  &c.  418,  445 

Counterfeiters  35,  301 

Countermanded  orders  86 

Cowan,  judge,  death  of  429 

Crawford,  W.  jr.  and  others  55,  70 
Crawford,  Win.  H.  266 

Credit  system,  fathers  of  the  86 

Credit,  curreney  and  the  banks  345 
Crockett,  col.  D.  148,  149,  173,  2.52,  380 
Crops  315,  329,  380,  441 

Crying  evils  118 

Cumberland  road  314,  430 

Curiosity  85 

Currency  117,  217,  185,  252,  258 

Dallas,  A.  J.  against  state  banks  133 
Dallas,  George  M.  428 

Darnsmont,  Mrs.  380 

Davis,  gov.  426,  433 

Deaths,  1 , 384— see  names  of  persons;  by 
burning  149;  by  firing  of  cannon  348;  by 
cold  water  379;  from  spirit  lamps  398 
Dearborn,  gen.  H.  A.  S.  398 

Decapitated  coins  442 

Delaware — the  committee  to  Washing- 
ton 50;  a whaling  ship  191;  meeting  of 
young  men  242;  Mr.  Bayard  242;  honors  to 
Lafayette  379 

Deming,  Mr.  364 

Democratic-  republican- Jackson— Wolf 
citizens  173 

Denmark — emancipation  and  equality  of 
colored  persons  261 

Dennis,  Littleton  P.  death  of  116 

Deposites,  public  122 — see  various  heads. 
Deposite  banks  126,  149,  399,  430,  445 
Dew,  professor,  on  usury  395 

Dickerson,  Mahlon  201,217 

Discharge  of  liands  5,  84,  86,  97, 130, 172, 
331 

Discounts  on  bank  note.*  4, 17, 18, 33,  34, 
85,  86,  87, 113,  132,  133,  149,  190,  191 
District  of  Columbia — banking  matters  in 
97, 1 13, 1 17,  1 32,  330;  new  paper  established 
147;  election  of  mayor  242;  Washington 
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tanks  282:  the  regulation  ot  tlie  public  297: 
number  of  petitioners  173:  dilliculty  of  se- 
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Globe’s  attack  131:  gold  and  silver,  im 
portaiions,  coins,  currency,  new  emissions 
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deposile  quest! (Ht  51:  letters — long  deten- 
tion of  a 1:  certain  to  the  editor  35,  84, 117: 
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bers 17:of certain  speeches 50, 51, 114, 116: 
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.61, 146:  of  their  salaries  84,  99,  145 

References  to  the  Register  393:  reform 
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disiurbances  102,  201,  208,  261;  Mr.  Du- 
long  54;  drama  206;  duchess  de  Berri  384; 
duels  35;  duke  of  Orleans  5,  415;  elections 
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Heat,  comparative  statement  of  420 
Hei&ter,  William  124 

Hemp  cutter  393 

Hill,  Isaac  34,257,298 
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Howard,  Dr.  William  444 

Hubbard,  Henry  298 

lee,  exportation  of  174,  191 
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and  Slade  365;  elections  430,  443 

Importations  86,  SOI;  of  specie  412 
Imprecations  of  public  men  87 
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Kissinger,  J.  C.  149;  Kreiner,  George  1 
Lacock,  Mr.  speech  of  153 

Ladies’  combs  191 
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Longevity,  cases  of  384,  404 

Louisville  Advertiser  25# 


INDEX, 


til 


I,oui«>ana— rioU  on  the  canaK^  35,  85; 
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Lyceums,  on  the  establishment  of  445 
Lytle,  Mr.  of  Ohio  309 

Lynch’s  law  352 

Macadam,  knighted  191 

Macneven,  Dr.  VV.  J.81,90, 115, 122, 123 
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McKim,  I.  49, 57, 82, 99, 107, 114,  173,291 
McLean,  John,  judge  153,417 

McLane,  Louis  190,  292,  314,  361,  418 
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commission  381;  Natchez  366;  marine  corps 
369:  midshipmen  369 

Newfoundland — legislative  furniture  380 
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dency of  298;  an  old  one  298 

New  York  city — the  Tammany,  &c.  27, 
154;  Mr.  Gallatin  65,  73;  elections  34,  100, 
115,  131,  132:  public  officers  34,  51,  259: 
meetings  82,147,396:  Polish  exiles  85,  101, 
“6,256:  anti  hank  mem.  85:  bank  projected 
: the  exchange  147:  failures  86:  fires  35, 
173,  189,  315,  348:  Dr.  Macneven  90,  123: 
meeting  of  Irishmen  115,  122:  attack  on  I. 
Lewis  118:  riots  100, 115,210,332,  346,357, 
444:  conviction  of  rioters  365:  fur  voyage 
projected  118:  counsellor  Sampson  122: 
country  notes  255,  299,  315:  arrest  for  bri- 
bery 147:  mayor’s  reception  173,  189:  Chi- 
nese crackers  316:  ship  building  189:  rais- 
ing brick  houses  315:  journeymen  bakers 
316:  city  government  190,259:  anti-slavery 
meetings  190:  Laurens’  street  302:  of  the 
arsenal  132,203:  the  trumpet  contest  444: 
ancient  Liverpool  trader  256:  packet  ships 
410:  emigration  260:  the  Astor  hotel  385: 
the  custom  house  385:  the  Jews’  synagogue 
292:  horrid  deaths  389:  cholera  399,  412, 
429,444:  Dr.  Manly’s  prescription  for  431: 
the  Standard  147,  173:  Evening  Post  173, 
187,  440,  441:  Annual  Register  260:  the 
Times  259:  Mercantile  and  Advocate  428 
New  York  state — gov.  Marcy  and  the 
loan  66, 81,  87, 95, 99, 101, 109, 112, 114,118: 
meetings  82,  85:  factories  84:  the  Albany 
mem.  84, 126:  the  Utica  do.  244:  safety  fund 
banks  86:  new  banks  188,  299:  Gennesse 
district  248:  elections  100,  115,  172,  190: 
the  penitentiaries  102:  Chenango  loan  118: 
Albany,  charter  officers  132:  the  “regency” 
201:  canal  trade  149,  173,  191;  the  legisla- 
ture 187:  whig  celebrations  190,  243:  Sara- 
toga springs  190:  Utica  202:  Mr.  Beardsley 
244:  the  Argus  114,242,259:  public  officers 
243,  442;  Jackson  majority  244:  great  rob- 
bery 25.5:  Evening  Journal  259:  masonic 
lodges  348;  territorial  dispute  with  N.  J. 
353:  convention  on  penitentiary  labor  428: 
cholera  412,  429,  444:  grand  canal  project- 
ed 442:  Buffalo  444 

Niger  expedition  209 

Noah  and  the  ark  122:  Noah,  M.  M.  292 
North  Ameiiean,  the  147 

North  Carolina — gold  mines  85:  meet- 
ings in  87:  emigration  from  117:  the  presi- 
dent presented  1.5.5;  state  bunk  149:  Mr. 
Brown  409:  elections  430,  443 

Ohio — Cincinnati,  markets  5;  celebra- 
tion at  243;  cholera  316,  361 , 379,  412,  429; 
of  banks  18;  gen.  Cass  429;  resolutions 
against  the  bank  51;  the  pressure,  &c.  84, 

; elections  430;  Millersburg  2.56;  flood 
348;  gen.  Vance  348;  Mr.  Ewing  396;  Dr. 
Drake  on  the  cholera  361;  importation  of 
cattle  384;  Cleveland  396;  expenditures  on 
the  harbors  of  396 

Opinions  of  public  men  266;  do.  of  the 
olden  lime  334 

Otis,  H.  G.  his  letter  concerning  Mr. 
Pearce’s  accusation  404 

Palmer’s  Land  118, 168 

Panic  makers  66,243 

Patterson,  the  ancient  widows  256 
Parly  madness 


Parlies  and  parly  names  17>,  18< 

Paupers  87 

Pearce,  Dutee  J.  404 

Penitentiaries,  labor  in  102,428 

Pensioners  undecided  on  174 

Pew,  Mr.  the  centenarian  384 

Philadelphia  Sentinel  131 

Pennsylvania — loans  1,  4,  17,  18,  27,  85, 
.301,  346,  362;  meetings,  &c.  5, 190,  243;  po- 
lities 187;  flour  at  Pittsburgh  5;  of  the  banks 
17,  84,  86,  97;  Columbia  rail  road  17;  on  the 
U.  rf.  hank  19,85, 132, 428;gov. Wolf’s  mes- 
sage 26;  his  sudden  change  34;  Lancaster 
86;  Pottsville  86;  Uniontown  315;  Carbon- 
dale  87;  a case  of  contempt  109;  coal  duly 
132;  do.  tr.ade  315,  3e6;  .Mr.  Dunlop  109, 
428;  fires  149,  301;  pensioners  at  Pittsburgh 
150;  Mr.  Lacock’s  speech  153;  elections 
172,  173;  canal  business  173,  255,  256; 
Pittsburgh  insurance  co.  413;  Harrisbiirgh 
convention  243;  religious  persecution  260; 
rail  road  accidents  301, 302;  gold  veins  31.5; 
hickory  pole  316;  sheriff’s  sales  331;  torna- 
do 348;  Mr.  Rapp  349;  Valley  Forge  381; 
cholera  412,  429;  anti-masons  429 

Pennsylvanian,  the  83,  131,  260,  364 
Pension  agency,  Mr.  Clayton’s  report  10 
Pensions  and  pensioners,  U.  S.  150,  174 
Petition,  the  right  of  84 

Petitions  against  despotic  power  85 
Pet  bank  notes  170 

Peyton,  Mr.  . 129 

Phelps,  the  highwayman  150 

Philadelphia — accident  5;  public  meet- 
ings 29,  66,  92,  99,  116,  130;  pressure  5,  85; 
delegation  to  Washington  8,  10;  the  Wil- 
liam Penn  21;  length  of  a petition  from  86; 
Girard  bank  50,67,  172;  elections  66,  172; 
prayers  against  despotic  power  85;  punish- 
ment for  rescue  of  slaves  118,  174;  stealing 
118;  Mathew  Carey  124,  433;  discount  on 
notes  133;  col.  Crockett  in  149;  correspon- 
dence with  the  president  U.  S.  156;  Polish 
exiles  190;  Mr.  Southard  20.3;  unfinished 
buildings  in  331;  valuation  of  real  estate 
.365;  bishop  White  100,  369;  mobs  413,  435, 
441;  resolutions  of  the  Southwark  “demo- 
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crats”  428;  post  office  442;  health  444 
Physicians,  of  191 

Pickpockets  148 

Pike,  col.  Zebulon  398 

Pilgrim  fathers  401:  Plummer,  Mr.  203 
Poindexter,  Mr.  113,  129,  196,  362,  415 
Poland — exiles  in  America  85,  101,  166, 
190,  196,  256,  348;  in  Switzerland  167;  bar- 
barities of  Constantine  382 

Polk,  Mr.  and  the  Catholic  bells  298 
Political  movements  201 

Political  history  404,  414 

Polari,  the  jewel  robber  191 

Population  U.  S.  tabular  statement  of 
the  424;  continuation  of  do.  425 

Portugal— Tion  Miguel’s  army  5,102;  de- 
feats of  do.  209,  351;  embarkation  of  do. 
.383;  Don  Pedro’s  army — operations  of  21, 
102,  209,261;  his  health  431;  rejoicings  102; 
Leira21;  Carnina  174;  Braga  209;  Viana 
and  Cam  inha  209;  free  ports  209;  accession 
to  the  queen  209;  excommunication  by  the 
pope  261;  his  concessions  415;  Miguel  and 
Don  Carlos  351;  Miguel’s  declaration  383; 
his  surrender  of  the  crown  jewels  383;  am- 
nesty 351,  383;  his  expulsion  366;  Lisbon 
38.3;  the  cones  431;  convents  383,  415,  429, 
431;  the  volunteers  431;  the  quadripartite 
treaty  431;  cholera  431 

Porter,  judge  Alexander  149,  178 

Porter,  gov.  G.  B.  349;  Potter,  Mr.  150 
Post  office  department — surplus  fund  4; 
loss  of  mails  21;  extra  allowances  85,  101, 
108;  Weirick  pardoned  148;  postages  154; 
judge  Story’s  views  of  185;  the  Nat.  Intel- 
ligencer’s view  of  267;  the  Globe’s  do.  267; 
robberies  2.55;  investigations  in  the  recess 
297;  Mr.  Barry’s  memorial  313;  his  address 
338;  the  Phil,  post  office  442 — see  congress. 
Potter,  Elisha  R.  414 

Poultney,  Evan  66,  362,393 

Pound  sterling  86,331,397 

Precious  metals,  the  decreased  produc- 
tion of  354 

Press,  specimens  of  the  “organized”  203 
Preston,  Mr.  113,  120,  122,  129,  148,  161 
Presidential  canctis  nominations  1 
President  U.  S. — interviews  of  commit- 
tees with  1,  8;  refusal  to  receive  do.  63; 
opinions  of  foreign  journals  concerning  tb« 
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56, 299;  the  protest,  &c.  113,  121,  129, 130, 
138,  144,  154,  156,  169;  certain  secretaries 
84;oflhedwellingofiiiel48;  presented  155; 
the  Philadelphia  committee  157;  renomi- 
nating bank  directors  180;  ofliis  bank  veto 
187;  of  the  Wabash  bill  314;  M r.  Taney  326; 
his  Nashville  toast  441;  nominations  by  the 
35,  50,  145,  169,  188,  203,  217;  reforms  259; 
leaves  Washington  328;  on  his  journey  395; 
reports  concerning  329;  at  Nashville  451 
Presidents,  U.  S.  terras  of  service,  &c. 
of  the 

Presidential  election,  statement  of  the 
popular  votes  of  the  last  441,447 

Prices  current  5,  17, 18,  49,  113 

Prince,  Enoch  379 

Produce,  diminished  value  of  49 

Proprietaries  non  reception  of  deputies  83 
Proscription  396 

Prttssia— non  reception  of  the  Belgian 
minister  261 

Productive  family  444 

Public  men,  sentiments  of  certain  87 
Public  money  266 

Public  lands,  Mr.  Clay’s  report  on  the 
*168— see  congress,  ^c. 

Public  opinion,  a manufactory  of  432 
Purkett,  Henry  ^ j 

Rail  roads— Columbia  and  Philadelphia 
17;  Charleston  118, 148,256;  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  148,  426;  Camden  and  Amboy  191; 
from  Rome  to  Naples  256;  accidents  on 
191,  301,  302,  3L5;  new  projects  for  256; 
Danville  and  Pottsville  301;  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  150:  London  and  Birmingham 
315:  great  speed  on  349:  Bright’s  improved 
car  349:  great  facilities  of  transportaUon^on 

Randolph,  John  .363,  367 

Rapid  travelling  118,  332:  do.  sailing  381 
Rapp,  Frederick,  death  of  349 

Rates  of  discount  in  England  218 

“Refractory  subordinate”  86 

Removal  of  the  deposites— proceedings 
of  meetings,  reports  of  delegations  visiting 
Washington,  &c.  5,  8,  17, 28,  29,  .30,  73, 85, 
87,  92, 173, 188,  195,  292,  299,  324,  327,  392 
Reshipnients  to  England  331 

Retrenchment  and  reform  148 

Revenue,  receipts  of  the  202,  245:  Gen- 
nessee  district  248 

Revolutionary  soldiers  384 

Rhode  Island — business  in  84,  86:  the 
fortifications  86  , 348:  masonic  charters  118: 
factories  stopped  130,  153:  elections  132, 
188,  430,  443:  Mr.  Tillinghast  148:  masons 
in  189,  336:  legislature  173;  perpetuation 
act  188:  removal  of  deposites  l88, 195:  Mr. 
Robbins  217:  the  “Mercury”  298:  small 
pox  348:  collector  of  Newport  348:  impri- 
sonment for  debt  380:  U.  S.  senator  396, 430 
Rich  man  and  the  beggar  117 

Right  of  instruction  146,  395,  410 

Riots  35,  85,  100, 130,  147,  152,  210,  291, 
300, 332, 346, 357, 365, 413, 426, 435, 441, 444 
Ritchie,  Thomas  131, 146,  154,  169,  202, 
204,205, 218,  260,266, 267, 312, 347, 363 
Rives,  Mr.  resignation  of  25:  on  the  right 
of  instruction  146:  on  the  French  claims 
201:  reply  to  the  Philad.  “democrats”  417 
Robberies  150, 245,  255,  .301 

Rock,  great  haul  of  192 

Rome— letter  from  the  pope  389 

Root,  gen.  291,  396 

Rothschild,  Mr.  102,257,383 

Row,  Edmund  326 

Rush,  Richard  149, 172, 188 

Russia— famine  in  5:  difference  with 
France  5, 22:  present  to  Achniet  Pacha  174: 
of  soldiers’  children  350:  cruelties  of  the 
grand  duke  382 

Sailors,  U.  S.  348,  362,  414;  amusements 
256 

Salt  manufactures  412 

Salutes  130 

Sampson,  William  81,  122 

Sandford,  sir  Daniel  388 

Saunders,  gen.  148 

Scarlet  fever  191 

Schley,  Mr.  of  Georgia  298 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  351 

Selden,  Mr.  146 

Senate,  U.  S.  applauding  in,  &c.  129;  de- 
nunciations of  146,  259,  260;  toasted  149; 
curious  incident  in  the  gallery  205;  rejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Stevenson  310,  confirmations 
and  rejections  241,  297,  329 


Sheen,  Isaac  in  search  of  a black  wifb 
346,  380 

Shetland  Islands — account  of  167 

Sheet  iron  gigs  382 

Shipwrecks  244,  260,  350 

Ship  American  burnt  380 

Signer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  death  of  389 
Silver  coins — the  law  regulating  the  va- 
lue of  321;  large  lump  found  431 

Silks  culture  348;  ancient  cost  of348;  ex- 
portation, to  England  3,50 

Skinner,  John  S.  21;  Slade,  Mr.  364 
Slave  traders  301;  slave  trade  317 

Sleighter,  Henry  singularities  of  384 
Small  pox  348 

Snow  256 

Social  intercourse,  D.  Webster’s  views 
of  381 

South  America — Buenos  Ayres  concern- 
ing the  currency  of  1 13;  toleration  in  Ve- 
nezuela 150,  316;  treaty  with  U.  S.  205;  re- 
volution, &.c.  218;  earthquakes,  303;  revo- 
lution in  Peru  366;  correspondence  con- 
cerning the  independence  of  409,  419 

South  Carolina — test  oath  117,  173,259; 
emigration  from  117;  elections  260;  go- 
vernor declines  to  call  the  legislature  292; 
his  proclamation  325;  Solom.  Legare  314; 
Charleston  Library  332;  manufactories  of 
384;  exports  397 

South  exploring  expedition  167;  south 
pole  168,  southern  discoveries  244 

Southard,  Mr.  Samuel  203,  314 

Spain- state  of  5,  21,  35,102  . 261,351, 
382,  404,  415,  431;  Don  Carlos  21,  102,  261, 
351,  431,  445;  Donna  Maria  of  Portugal  174; 
decree  of  retaliation  191;  col.  O’Donnel 
382;  secular  orders  209;  great  mortality  256; 
Ziimalacaraguy,  gen.  382,  404;  cholera  383, 
429,  431,  444,  445;  storms  431;  Russian  am- 
bassador recalled  383;  Rothschild’s  loan 
383;  church  property  and  income  399;  re- 
gulations of  trade  401;  review  by  the  queen 
415;  South  American  independence  419 
Specie— importations  of  1,  87,  118,  1.32, 
133,  172,  217,  412,  442,  currency  315 

Spindles  stopped  130, 153,  172 

Spirit  lamps  398 

Sprague,  Mr.  308,  429 

Stanhope,  lady  Hester  256 

St.  Simonians  118 

State  banks — non-efficiency  of  133;  de- 
cision on  the  unconstutionality  of  210 
Statistics  118,  119,  150,174, 191,253,256, 
350,  352,  356,  365,  381,  382,  383,  384  , 389, 
396,  399,  404,  424 
Stealing  in  high  life  118 

Steam  and  boats  and  wagons  on  lake 
Erie  118;  rapid  trip  119;  from  Charleston  to 
Boston  332;  passengers  174;  the  Caroline 
316;  a large  boat  365;  disasters,  &c.2l,  119, 
1.50, 174, 398;  steamboat  law  153;  navigation 
of  canals  301;  boats  on  the  lakes  314;  com- 
peition  332;  on  the  western  waters  384,  lo- 
comotion by  314;  effect  on  agriculture,  &c. 
426;  boilers  to  prevent  the  explosion  of 
301,  354;  carriages  316;  332,  349,  422,  426; 
power  of  steam  explained  386 

Steele,  John  N.  242 

Stevenson,  Andrew  102,  146,  201,  217, 
251,297,310,311,337 
Stewart,  Andrew  101,  326 

Stocks,  sales  of  50,  113,  172;  prices  in 
England  245;  arrival  of  American  stocks 
from  abroad  for  sale  245;  U.  S.  bank  430 
Stone,  operation  for  255 

Storms  5,  35,  431 

Story,  judge,  on  the  post  office  dept.  185 
Straw  factory  191 

Suicides  85,  301 

Sugar,  culture  in  Florida  of  118,  refinery 
of  174 

Sullivan,  Mr.  1 

Survivors  of  the  revolution  384 

Suspension  of  works  17 

Sutherland,  Mr.  298 

Sweden— ardent  spirits  consumed  in  384 
Switzerland—  of  the  constitution  149, 26 1 ; 
Austria’s  ultimatum  261 

Taney,  Roger  B.  49,  55,83, 145,  204,  297, 
314,326,  361,  453 
Tappan,  Arthur  360 

Tariff,  laws  concerning  the  354;  Mr. 
Bates  before  the  British  parliament  388; 
Pennsylvania  resolutions  1^ 

Taylor,  gen.  Robert  B.  117 

Temperance  ship  255  < 


Tennessee — Union  bank  84, 150;  cholera 
102;  Mr.  Potter  150;  cotton  crops  191;  Alex. 
Dunelson  302;  against  gambling  .397;  Mr. 
Bell’s  letter  415;  reception  of  gen.  Jackson 
450;  bonds  317 

Texas — condition  118 

Tipton,  John  398 

Toasts  114,  149,  291,  409,  415 

Tobacco,  the  price  of  256 

Tornadoes  260,  316,  349 

'J’oulon  disaster  260,  293 

Trade,  the  Spanish  regulations  of  401 
Treasury  depart.  U.  S.  certain  draughts 
18,  149,  362;  report  on  the  revenue  293; 
treasury  notes  ' 291 

Trotting  match  a great  244,  316 

Treaty  with  France  179,  195;  with  Chili 
205;  between  the  rail  road  rioters  300,  316; 
the  quadruple  400;  with  the  Chickasaw 
Indians  454 

Troup,  George  M.  417,  430 

Turkey— of  the  Russian  indemnity  102; 
army  174;  revolt  174;  conspiracy  and  exe- 
cutions ^1;  hopes  of  improvement  365; 
trade  of  366;  the  Seraskia  367 

Turner,  Mr.  J.  100 

United  States  Gazette  188 

Usury,  Mr.  Dew  on  395;  case  of  420 
Valley  Forge  381 

Van  Buren  and  the  Albany  branch  97; 
the  memorial  126;  correspondence  with  the 
pope  389;  speech  on  Fool’s  resolution  434 
Vance,  gen.  99,  133,  348 

Van  Ness,  J.  P.  420 

Vermont — union  of  parties  in  86;  pres- 
sure in  122 

Veto  bespoke  205 

Virginia — deposite  meetings,  &c.  51 

Wheeling  5,  .315,  379;  minority  address  491 
legislature  51,97,173,292;  Mr.  Leigh  17; 
elections  51,  100,  116,  132,  146,  179,  218, 
257  , 379;  parties  190;  gold  mines  85,  118, 
119;  on  bank  failures  in  97;  bank  paper  of 
113,  1.33,  149,  Monticello  117;  gov.  installed 
118;  Valley  bank  132;  gov.  Floyd  149;  con- 
gressional districts  147, 173, 179;  excitement 
218;  Mr.  McDuffie  250;  A.  Stevenson  251; 
tornadoes  260, 316;  inter,  impro.  314;  James- 
town jubilee  307;  flour  at  Kanawha  315; 
Mr.  Ewing  364:  Mr.  Tyler  396:  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph’s will  367:  state  of  the  ancient  colo- 
ny of  367:  “old  dominion,”  384:  university 
379:  the  springs  444 — see  Ritchie,  Thomas, 
Rives,  &c. 

“Vulgar  herds”  83 

Wages,  concerning  the  reduction  of  5, 
147:  prices  in  England  5 

Wager,  Mr.  1 

Wandering  piper  350 

Washington  and  the  credit  system  86:  do. 
on  the  tenure  of  office  204:  nomination  ns 
commander-in-chief  253:  eulogy  on  316: 
preservation  of  his  portrait  346:  the  vote  in 
the  U.  S.  H.  R.  on  the  address  to  him  406: 
the  Aurora  on  his  retirement  407 

Water  in  the  salt  mountains  431 

Weather,  temperature  of  the  349 

Webster,  D.  35,  49,  113,  129,  146,  201, 
, 204,  205,  257,  381,  403 

Webster,  Charles  364 

Weirick,  the  mail  robber  148 

West,  expedition  to  the  442 

West  Indies— Cnha  54:  Porto  Rico  54: 
Hayti54,  389:  emancipation  £H)2, 442:  cho- 
lera 444 

West  Point  academy  390,  397 

Whale  fishery,  account  ofthe  385 
Wheat,  price  of  5,  17,  18,  49,  84:  in  Eu- 
rope 3]6 

Whigs  and  tories  101,  331,  434 

White,  bishop  100,  369;  White,  Jos.  243 
Whittlesey,  Mr.  E.  17,  396 — see  congress. 
Whitney,  Reuben  M.  85 

Whitfield,  rev.  Mr.  185 

Williams’  Annual  Register  260 

Wilde,  Mr.  84, 100,  398 

Wilkins,  William  430 

Wirt,  Wm.  202;  Wise,  Mr.  100,  129,  335 
Wisconsin  territory  118 

Wood,  table  of  the  weight,  &c.  of  256 
Wood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  the  singers  444 
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We  have,  as  it  were,  by  force,  made  room  for  one  of 
the  many  articles  of  our  own  manufacture,  which  have 
been  latterly  prepared,  and  then  postponed,  or  destroy- 
ed— being  cast  out  ot  time,  by  delay. 

If  we  had  sixty  instead  of  sixteen  pages,  we  could  fill 
them  all  with  matter  proper  to  be  Registered.  The 
reading  of  the  masses  of  matter,  which  we  must  read  to 
keep  ourselves  “posted-up”  in  a knowledge  of  what  is 
going  on,  is  four  or  five  hours  hard  work,  daily. 

The  rather  new  practice,  as  we  esteem  it,  which  is  now 
pursued  in  both  houses  of  congress  on  presenting  peti- 
tions, causes  a great  overflow  of  prompt  and  able  speeches, 
on  that  subject  which  swallows  up  all  others.  We  notice 
some  of  them — as  well  as  we  can. 

Under  the  proper  head  we  have  mentioned  a few  things 
to  shew  the  “pi’essure” — not  as  alarmists,  but  in  the  way 
of  record.  There  is  a great  excitement  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  the  people  are  filled  w'ith  apprehen- 
sions. We  shall  not  give  the  many  reports  which  reach 
us  relating  to  these  apprehensions;  for  surely,  if  they 
have  any  effect,  it  must  be  only  to  hasten  events  that 
are  so  much  dreaded. 

Mr.  Duane's  fourth  letter  has  appeared.  These  let- 
ters are  exciting  a great  deal  of  attention.  We  know  not 
what  to  say  about  giving  them  a place  in  the  Register, 
where  they  ought  to  be  recorded. 

We  publish,  at  length,  Mr.  Rives'  speech  in  the  se- 
nate on  resigning  his  seat  in  that  body,  in  consequence  of 
the  receipt  of  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  Vii'gi- 
nia— to  which  also  he  has  assigned  his  reasons  for  retir- 
ing. It  is  said  that  he  has  been  offered,  but  declines  to 
accept  any  place  under  the  administration.  This  course 
of  proceeding  must  be  approved.  It  would  “look  bad” 
if  otherwise. 

Though  we  had  seen  many  reports  concerning  the  in- 
terviews of  the  several  committees  who  have  visited 
Washington,  and  waited  on  the  president,  to  obtain  a re- 
lief of  the  public  distress,  through  a restoration  of  the 
public  deposites,  none  of  them  possessed  that  formal  and 
decided  character  which  we  thought  a record  in  this  work 
ought  to  have,  and  were,  therefore,  laid  aside;  but  in  the 
report  of  the  Philadelphia  committee,  to  a multitude  of 
persons,*  convened,  in  the  day-time,  at  the  exchange,  on 
Saturday  last,  we  have  what  may  well  be  regarded  a do- 
cumentary statement,  the  verity  of  which  cannot  be  im- 
peached; and  the  part  which  relates  to  the  interview  with 
the  president  is  given  at  full  length — for  it  belongs  to  the 
history  of  these  momentous  times. 

The  “National  Intelligencer,”  which  is  not  oftentimes 
forward  in  such  tilings,  “ventures  to  predict”  that  the 
house  of  representatives  will  sliow  a majority  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  “when  the  question  shall  be 
fairly  and  directly  presented.”  This  opinion  is  also  en- 
tertained by  many  of  the  best  judging  members  of  the 
house;  and  some  think  that  the  movements  of  the  people, 
(and,  indeed,  the  people  moving),  may  jiossibly  cause 
a considerable  majority  on  the  main  question,  even  with- 
out the  happening  of  certain  fearful  events  which  are 
every  day  looked  for. 

Messrs.  Gilpin,  Sidlivan,  Wager  and  McElderry,  no- 
minated for  re-election  as  directors  of  the  bank,  on  the 
part  of  “the  government,”  have  been  rejected  by  the  se- 

*This  meeting  consisted  of  more  than  ten  thousand,  embrac- 
ing a very  large  proportion  of  the  productive  labor,  wealth  and 
capital  of  the  city— and  probably  five-sixtlis  of  its  business-men. 
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nate.  Mr.  J.  A.  Bayard  was  approved  as  the  fifth  di- 
rector, some  time  ago. 

By  ihe.fast  mail,  we  received,  on  Monday  last,  an  or- 
der for  a new  subscription,  enclosing  five  dollars,  from 
Brooklyn,  Ohio,  358  miles  from  Washington,  and  about 
the  same  from  Baltimore,  dated  JVovember  28,  1833,  in 
ninety  days  passage,  and  which  had  evidently  encoun- 
tered much  rough  usage  on  its  voyage.  We  are  thankful 
for  its  arrival — at  the  rate  of  four  miles  a day.  “Slow 
and  sure.”  The  letter  was  plainly  and  correctly  address- 
ed. The  business  of  the  post  office  is  in  a horrible  stale. 
We  hear  of  it,  and  feel  it,  almost  every  day. 

The  last  year’s  permanent  loan,  in  Pennsylvania,  was 
taken  at  13^  per  cent,  premium.  There  is  not  one  offer 
to  take  the  present  year’s.  The  state  requires  about 
$2,500,000  to  complete  certain  works,  and  for  repairs, 
kc. 

There  is  a large  export  of  gold  and  silver  from  Eng- 
land— and  yet  money  is  ‘'plenty”  in  that  country;  there 
is  a large  import  of  silver  into  the  United  States,  and  a 
good  deal  of  gold  is  gathered  in  our  mines,  but  money  is 
“scarce”  here.  Confidence  in  the  one  case,  and  the  want 
of  it  in  the  other,  causes  these  strange  things. 

Richard  M.  Johnson  has  been  named  for  the  presiden- 
cy, by  a caucus  of  the  “Jackson”  members  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Kentucky — subject,  how'ever,  to  the  decision  of 
a national  convention. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  late  governor  of  Massachusetts,  has  been 
elected  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  by  a majority  of  from  6 to  8 for  1,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Davis,  present  governor  of  the  stale.  He 
arrived  at  AVashington  on  Thursday  last. 

The  much  esteemed  Cadioallader  D.  CoWen,  esq.  died 
at  his  se.at  in  Jersey  City,  opposite  New  Yoi'k,  on  the  7th 
ult.  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

The  tide  of  emigration  is  setting  back  to  England — 171 
steerage  passengers  lately  arrived  at  Liverpool  from  New 
York,  in  one  vessel.  This  is  well;  we  have  a great  sur- 
plus of  labor  just  now' — and  do  not  w ish  new  importa- 
tions to  send  our  ow  n people  supperless  to  bed. 

George  Kremer  has  been  named,  by  a meeting  held  in 
Union  county,  as  a proper  person  to  supercede  Mr.  Wolf 
in  the  gubernatorial  chair  of  Pennsylvania! 

(ICf^In  the  absence  of  statistical  facts,  w'e  can  do  but  little 
to  obtain  correct  ideas  of  practical  results,  though  they 
belong  to  the  every-day’s  business  of  the  people — nor  do 
we  esteem  the  imiiorlance  of  many  things,  on  account  of 
oar  familiarity  w ith  them. 

We  propose  to  make  some  remarks,  (and  they  must 
necessarily  be  brief,  for  it  is  hardly  within  the  power  of 
the  human  mind  to  carry  them  out),  on  three  great  sub- 
jects— which,  not  capable  of  demonstration,  may  yet  be 
so  preseijted,  perhaps,  as  to  give  to  the  reflecting  reader 
some  notion  of  their  extent,  as  astronomers  point  out  the 
distances  of  the  fixed  stars;  but  when  thousands  of  mil- 
lions are  spoken  of,  we  wonder  at,  rather  than  compre- 
hend, the  amount. 

t.  The  value  of  the  annual  productions  of  the  United 
States; 

2.  The  divisibility  of  matter  and  principle  of  aggrega- 
tion; 

3.  The  circulation  of  values. 

These  subjects  ai*e  not  merely  speculative.  Each  re- 
‘ lates  to  things  which  reach  the  heart  and  home  of  every 
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man.  And  we  hope  in  tlie  progress  of  the  present  writ- 
ing, to  bring  out  certain  probabilities  and  principles  which 
may  instruct,  as  well  as  amuse,  ourselves  and  others. 

1.  The  value  of  the  annual  productions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

What  is  value?  Civilized  communities  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  adopted  different  things  by  which  they  mea- 
sured value — generally  pieces  of  gold  or  silver,  or  of  pa- 
per, stamped  or  marked  in  certain  ways;  and  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  pounds  of  tobacco  were  measures  of 
value.  The  student  of  political  economy  is  continually 
presented  with  new  difficulties  when  the  terms  value  and 
money  are  placed  in  adjusted  comparisons — for  they  have 
no  necessary  affinities  one  to  the  otlier,  though  often  rated 
as  the  same.  The  affinit)  is  only  conventional  or  condi- 
tional, or  rendered  absolute  by  “existing  circumstances.” 
At  one  time  and  place,  a pound  of  diamonds  might  be 
less  valuable  than  a pound  of  potatoes — ’at  another  time 
and  place,  a pound  of  diamonds  will  be  more  valuable 
than  many  millions  of  pounds  of  potatoes.  The  quanti- 
ties have  the  same  denominations,  though  the  compara- 
tive values  are  almost  immeasurably  changed.  Money 
too,  even  gold  and  silver  coin,  is  subject  to  frequent 
changes  of  value — by  contractions  or  expansions  of  the 
circulation,  supply  and  demand.  But  we  shall  leave 
these  matters  on  the  simple  suggestion  of  them,  and  con- 
sider value  as  determined  by  money — which  is  some- 
thing, any  thing,  metal  or  paper,  but  with  a certain  ge- 
neral relation  to  pennyweights  of  gold  or  ounces  of  sil- 
ver. Money  is,  in  fact,  the  circulating  medium,  and  a 
five  dollar  note  issued  by  wliat  is  called  a specie-paying 
bank,  is  regarded  as  five  dollars. 

Alter  much  reflection  on  the  subject,  atid  the  use  of 
some  data  obtained  as  to  the  cost  of  subsistence,  clothing 
and  shelter,  we  have,  by  several  calculations,  arrived  at 
the  conclusion,  that  the  annually  produced  values  in  the 
United  States  are  certainly  not  less  than  fifteen  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  This  is  meant  to  include  a supply  of 
all  the  new  wants  of  twelve  millions  of  persons,  extend- 
ing through  every  class  of  society^  from  the  making  or 
repairs  of  a fence  on  a farm  to  the  tear  and  wear  and  sup- 
ply of  a needle— 'all  sorts  of  necessary  labor  by  which 
value  is  created,  and  the  obtainment  of  all  sorts  of  imple- 
ments and  tools,  animals  or  buildings,  useful  in  such  cre- 
ations— houses  or  ships,  wagon*s  or  wheelbarrows — the 
making  or  repairs  of  roads,  canals  and  bridges,  with  the 
cost  of  education — and  irj  short,  all  the  requirements  of 
civilized  life.  The  sum  above  slated  seems  a lai  ge  one; 
but  when  we  reflect  tliat  it  allows  only  125  dollars  for 
each  individual,  the  great  amount  is  narrowed  down,  and 
the  mind  can  grapple  the  probability  of  tlie  fact  as  sug- 
gested. The  average  annual  cost  of  paupers  in  our  poor 
houses,  without  any  allowance  for  the  buildings  in  which 
they  live,  would  be  nearly  one-half  of  the  125  dollars 
above  stated — if  the  value  of  the  products  of  their  labor 
was  added  to  the  money  actually  disbursed  on  account  of 
them.  The  common  laborer  who  has  a family  of  three 
other  persons,  and  receives  only  one  dollar  a day,  or  300 
dollars  per  annum,  would  not  appear  to  live  at  the  rate 
of  125  per  head — but  his  wife  also  produces  value  in  the 
preparation  of  his  food  or  the  making  and  washing  of  his 
clothes;  and  these  being  necessary  to  his  subsistence  and 
shelter,  or  comfort,  should  be  admitted  into  such  aggre- 
gates of  values  in  the  full  sum  that  it  would  have  cost,  in 
money,  to  have  had  such  services  performed  by  another 
person.  The  correctness  of  these  principles  being  ad- 
mitted, and  we  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  objected  to,  we 
think  it  will  appear  manifest,  that  the  money  value  of  all 
the  annual  products  of  the  United  States,  (whether  natu- 
ral, such  as  the  yearly  growth  of  trees  in  the  forest,  or 
by  labor  expended  such  as  in  rendering  forest  trees  useful 
as  fire-wood)  cannot  be  less  than  1,500,000,000  dollars. 

Such  are  the  annual  creations  of  value  which  seeming- 
ly must  be  made,  for  the  preservation  and  accommoda- 
tion of  society.  A part  of  the  sum  suggested  may  go  in- 
to accumxdating  values.  Thus — if  100,000  dollars  worth 
of  new  houses  are  erected  in  a year,  in  any  city  or  town, 
or  a mill  worth  that  sum  is  built  and  fitted,  the  whole  of 
this  amount,  less  the  tear  and  wear  and  natural  decay, 
with  cost  of  alterations  or  repairs,  is  passed  into  the  ac- 
cumulating value;  but  if  such  houses  or  mill  be  totally 
destroyed  by  fire,  or  otherwise,  the  actual  money  cost  is 
•hargeablc  on  the  annual  production  of  values. 


These  things  seem  very  clear  to  our  mind.  There  does 
not  appear  any  sort  of  mystery  about  them.  But  to  un- 
derstaiul  them,  the  reader  must//u;jA?a  little  for  himself. 

2.  The  divisibility  of  matter  and  principle  of  aggrega- 
tion. Here  is,  indeed,  a wide  field  for  observation,  and 
we  should  not  affect  an  ability  to  comprehend  the  ideas 
(hat  belong  to  it,  unless  in  a familiarity  with  manifest 
facts  w hicli  bear  upon  divisibility  and  aggregation.  By 
these  facts  we  are  enabled,  as  it  were,  to  measure  immea- 
surable things.  Thus  we  know  that  the  mighty  Missis- 
sippi, w hicli  discharges  her  ihirty-fathom-deep  flood  into 
the  sea,  is  made  up  of  particles  of  moisture,  or  water,  so 
minute  as  to  be  incomprehensible.  So  is  the  vast  ocean 
itself  formed  of  inconceivably  small  atoms  of  matter. 
And  if  we  regard  animal  life,  the  vt  hale’s  vast  bulk  is 
believed  to  be  made  up  In  the  consumption  of  other  ani- 
mals so  minute,  that,  possibly,  his  daily  supply  of  food 
may  require  a million  of  millions  of  them.  And  with 
regard  to  ourselves — in  a spoon  full  of  vinegar,  used  on 
our  cabbage  at  dinner,  perhaps  we  take  in  half  a mil- 
lion of  little  snake-like  things,  whose  bitings  and  scratch- 
ings  when  they  reach  our  palates  produce  that  sensation, 
or  taste,  for  which  vinegar  is  desired;  and  if  we  eat  a 
single  fig  after  dinner,  what  is  the  number  of  crab-like 
and  pugnacious  animals  that  pass  into  our  stomachs?  It 
is  so  also  in  the  works  of  man.  Instance  the  divisibility  of 
gold.  So  in  the  works  of  insects — witness  the  fineness  of 
a spider’s  web.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  dwell  on  these 
subjects — for  the  divisibility  of  matter  and  force  of  ag- 
gregation are  manifest  to  our  senses,  though  we  cannot 
count  up  the  power  of  either— in  its  minuteness,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  magnitude  on  the  other. 

The  preceding  remarks  on  the  two  first  propositions 
offered  appear  necessary  to  a consideration  of  the  third, 
which  is 

The  circxdation  of  values;  more  difficult,  perhaps,  to  re- 
duce into  an  intelligible  statement  than  either  of  the  others, 
however  important  are  its  operations  on  the  condition 
of  society.  But,  that  the  reader  may  more  easily  under- 
stand what  is  intended  to  be  said  on  this  subject,  we  shall 
premise,  that  the  “circulation  of  values,”  though  not  in 
all  cases  synonymous,  is  here  intended  to  mean  nearly 
the  sa.me  thing  as  exchanges  of  values,  and  the  effect  of 
the  currency  on  them — and  on  all  persons  who  buy  or 
sell,  or  make  exchanges  of  values,  whetlier  in  labor  or 
in  the  products  of  labor.  And,  with  ev'Ay'm^Xhe  attention 
of  the  reader,  we  shall,  at  once,  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  certain  subjects  that  we  have  never  seen  referred 
to  in  a methodical  manner,  which,  however,  are  so  nu- 
merous in  their  mutations  that  the  mind  must  be  exerted 
to  perceive  what  \\\e  pen  cannot  describe. 

The  annual  productions  of  the  United  States  may  be 
called  the  starting  point  of  the  exchanges,  or  circulations 
of  value.  It  is  no  matter  in  what  shape  they  appear. 
Every  grain  of  corn  that  enters  into  the  subsistence  of  a 
negro  employed  in  the  growth  of  cotton,  passes  into  the 
circulation  of  values  until  the  cotton  becomes  cloth;  and 
then,  reduced  into  rags,  is  made  into  j>aper,  and  such 
pa[>er  into  books,  &c.  We  have  shewn  what  is  the  divisi- 
bility of  matter;  we  have  spoken  of  aggregation;  but  to 
begin  at  the  beginning  and  end  at  the  ending  of  the  cir- 
culation of  values,  would  be  something  like  an  atttempt 
to  calculate  the  boundaries  of  space,  except  in  believing 
that  space,  (in  the  human  understanding),  cannot  have 
any  boundary.  To  makej^^the  compass,  for  an  example, 
with  which  the  land  was  surveyed  on  which  the  gi-ain  of 
corn  above  alluded  to  grew,  involved  many  thousands  of 
exchanges  of  values,  and  yet  some  part  of  the  value  of 
that  compass  passed  into  that  grain  of  corn.  The  survey 
gave  value  to  the  land,  and  many  other  values  were  add- 
ed before  the  grain  of  corn  was  produced;  but  that  grain 
partook  of  them  all,  and,  passing  into  the  subsistence  of 
the  laborer,  entered  into  the  value  of  the  cotton,  and 
that  indescribably  small  portion  of  cotton  may  have  ex- 
istence, after  all  its  mutations,  in  the  value  of  a volume 
of  tlie  Rkoister.  The  value  of  the  -wear  of  the  knife 
with  which  an  animal  is  flayed,  enters  into  the  value  of  a 
pair  of  boots;  and  all  values  are  continually  exchanging. 

There  are  many  other  classes  of  circulations  of  values. 

Thus,  after  a house  worth  $l,0U0  is  built,  or  a value  of  ^ 
$1,000  so  created,  every  sale  of  that  house  puts  2,000  dol- 
lars into  the  exchanges — for  the  opeialion  between  the 
buyer  and  seller  is  a double  one.  We  once  traced  the 
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history  of  a check  on  a bank  for  $;300,  which,  having 
changed  hands  11  times  on  the  day  of  its  issue  and  before 
it  reached  the  bank,  of  course  caused  the  payment  of 
3,300  dollars  and  the  receipt  of  the  same  sum,  or  6,6<X) 
in  all.  So  it  is  with  bank  notes,  or  private  bills.  Every 
change  that  is  made  in  the  |>ossessiun  of  them,  is  a “circu- 
lation of  value, ’’and  at  every  turn  must  needs  yield  some 
porlion  of  profit  to  the  community,  if  the  note  is  finally 
]>aid,  and  tiien  its  value  as  a circulating  medium  makes  a 
pause,  or  altogether  ceases,  as  the  case  may  be. 

From  these  broad  and  general  views  we  shall  retire 
into  a consideration  of  operations  that  may  be  more  easily 
understood,  being  direct  and  palpable,  in  eveiy  move. 

In  the  following  pro  font  a statement,  exact  amounts 
are  not  even  aimed  at — the  w hole  purpose  being  to  note 
the  various  chief  circulations  of  values. 

Let  us  suppose — ■ 

1.  There  is  on  a certain  plantation  in  the  interior 

of  South  Carolina,  a (juantity  of  cotton  in  the 
seed,  (that  will  yiehl  l,0t)0lbs.  of  clean  cotton,) 
which  is  worth,  as  it  came  from  the  field,  $ 80 

2.  For  costs  of  ti-ansportation  to  the  gin,  ginning 
and  packing,  transportation  to  the  factor  at 
Charleston,  his  commissions,  charges  for  store 

rent,  &cc.  20 

3.  The  factor  sells  the  1,000  lbs.  of  cotton  to  the 
agent  of  a mill  at  Lowell,  for  100  dollars — the 
agent’s  commission  on  the  purchase,  and  cost 
of  transportation  by  land  and  water  to  Lowell, 

&c.  is  10 

4.  This  110  dollars  worth  of  cotton  at  Lowell  is 
there  woven,  spun,  and  printed,  and  produces 
5,000  yards  of  calico,  worth  10  cents  per  yard, 

or  500 

5.  The  goods  are  sent  from  Lowell  to  the  agent 

in  Boston,  and,  with  various  costs  and  commis- 
sions paid  to  him,  have  a value  of  515 

6.  They  are  sold  to  a house  in  Baltimore,  and, 

with  charges  for  transportation.  See.  cost  that  525 
house 

7.  To  pay  house  rent,  clerk  hire,  and  subsist 
himself,  the  Baltimore  merchant  must  have 
not  less  than  5 per  cent,  profit  on  his  sale  of 

this  lot  of  goods  to  a country  merchant,  or  say  550 

8.  To  indemnify  the  country  merchant  for  his 
e.xpenses  variously  incurred,  charges  for  trans- 
portation, risk  and  profits,  he  must  gain  20  per 

cent,  on  the  ^550,  and  his  sales  amount  to  660 

Forward  circulation  $2,885 
But  with  the  consumer  it  may  be  said  that  a back  cir- 
culation commences,  and  all  the  exchanges  of  values  are 
reversed;  so  that  a (juantity  of  cotton  which,  as  it  came 
from  the  field,  was  worth  only  80  dollars,  may,  and  no 
doubt  oftentimes  does,  set  into  motion  a circiilatiiiy  me- 
dium of  5,770  dollars.*  It  is  on  the  celerity  or  slowness  of 
this  circulation  that  the  “plentifulness”  or  “scarcity”  of 
money  much  depends.  If  a miser  hoards  1,000  silver  dol- 
lars, they  are  no  more  useful  than  their  weight  in  brick- 
bats. But  if  he  takes  them  out  of  his  chest,  and  builds 
a house  with  them,  an  active  value  is  spread  among  the 
working  people,  and  it  goes  on  to  accumulate  values, 
perhaps,  in  tlie  shape  of  new  houses — or  in  some  other 
exchangable  commodity,  no  matter  what.  ^ 

And  in  the  preceding  pro  forma  statement  may  be 
seen  the  effects  of  the  “American  System.”  If  the  par- 
ticular lot  of  cotton,  worth  100  dollars  at  Charleston,  was 
exported,  in  an  English  ship,  and  manufactured  in  Eng- 
land, the  circulation  of  values  in  the  4lh  and  5th  items, 
(making  more  than  one-third  of  the  whole  amount), 
could  not  happen  in  the  United  States.  This  is  mani- 
fest, and  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  it. 


*riie  re.-uier  will  please  to  recollect  that  the  consumption  of 
cotton  in  the  United  Stales  may  he  placed  at  about  100,000,000 
lbs. — or  so  it  would  have  been  in  the  present  year  had  the  cur- 
rency not  been  disturbed.  Add  up  the  domestic  “circula- 
tions OF  value,”  then,  wliich  are  dependent  on  the  home 
luanufacture  of  this  hn<!e  amount  of  cotton,  rejiardiii"  only  the 
regular  mutations  which  are  above  described!  If  1,000  lbs. 
give  so  much,  what  will  100  millions  of  pounds  give.’  VV'ork  it 
by  the  rule  of  three!  The  yrincifile  will  extend  to  the  aggre- 
gate produced.  We  appeal  to  all  business  men — to  every  man 
who  understands  the  first  rules  of  arithmetic. 


But  to  return  to  the  preceding  statement.  If  money  is 
“plenty,”  the  planter,  on  depositing  his  cotton,  draws  on 
the  factor,  the  factor  has  the  note  of  the  agent  discount- 
ed, and  the  agent  realizes  his  draught  on  the  house  at 
Lowell,  and  so  it  goes  on  through  the  w hole  of  the  pri- 
mary, or  secondary,  exchanges,  in  a week’s  time  for  each 
series,  ami  the  money  derived  from  each  commences 
new  operations,  and  proceeds  without  any  definite  end, 
branching  out  into  tens  of  thousands  of  divisibilities,  anti 
entering  into  the  business  of  tens  of  thousands  of  per- 
sons. But  how  must  it  be  when  the  factor  cannot  pay 
the  draught  of  the  planter  until  the  money- worth  of  the 
cotton  is  realized  from  tlie  consumer — the  operation  will 
require  from  tw'elve  to  eighteen  months,  and  the  “scarci- 
ty” of  money  be  felt  by  all  tlie  parties,  as  well  as  by  all 
who  are  de[)endent  on  them  respectively.*  The  general 
business  of  the  United  States  is  performed  on  a 
system,  except  that  vital  ami  important  part  which  per- 
tains to  first  labor,  and  the  money  used  in  the  payment  of 
daily  or  weekly  wages,  vivifies  the  whole;  and  thus  it 
works:  the  planter  draws  on  his  factor,  and  the  latter 
pays  the  draught,  because  the  note  given  to  him  by  the 
agent  has  been  discounted,  or  the  money  is  paid,  for  the 
reason  that  the  agent  has  made  a draught  on  the  princi- 
pal at  Lowell,  for  which  the  bank  has  given  him  money, 
and  so  on  through  all  the  changes:  but  if  the  bank  de- 
clines the  exchange  of  its  notes,  or  money,  for  the  notes 
of  individuals  oflered,  all  tlie  operations  must  await  thwir 
own  time,  or  a great  reduction  of  prices  and  profits  ensue, 
in  every  department  of  this  circulation  of  values.  Certain 
Cobbetians  talk  about  the  establishment  of  a specie  cur- 
rency— that  would  reduce  the  circulation  of  values,  and 
reduce  wages,  ])erhaps,  two-thirds  of  their  present  gene- 
ral amount,  and'  what  would  be  gained  by  this.?  Price, 
w'e  admit,  is  only  a comparative  term— but  a five  dollar 
note  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  worth  rather 
more  than  five  silver  dollars,  on  account  of  the  conveni- 
ence of  its  transportation,  and  w hy  should  all  the  habits 
of  society  be  unhinged  by  the  extiuguishmeiit  of  such  a 
currency,  and  labor  be  reduced  from  100  to  33  cents  per 
day?  There  is  a great  objection  to  a paper  currency 
when  it  does  not  truly  represent  money,  by  being  redu- 
cible into  solid  cash;  but  while  it  may  be,  it  is  the  agent 
of  uncounted  blessings,  and  especially  to  the  laboring 
poor.  The  only  thing  to  be  desired  is  to  keep  it  in  due 
bounds,  by  safe  checks  and  wholesome  balances;  such  as 
we  had  between  the  national  and  state  banks,  a little 
while  ago. 

If  we  have  measurably  succeeded  in  making  ourselves 
understood,  the  refiecting  reader,  like  ourselves,  will  be 
afraid  to  mention  a sum  as  the  probable  amount  of  the 
circulation  of  values,  for  the  magnitude  of  the  subject 
seems  to  place  it  without  the  limits  of  our  comprehen- 
sion, though,  as  it  is  w ith  reference  to  space,  lue  can  com- 
prehend that  it  is  incomprehensible;  and  that  is  a great 
point  gained:  for  in  even  thus  comprehending,  we  must 
believe  in  the  incomprehensible.  So  all  believe  except 
the  wretched  fools  who  suppose  that  all  things  happened 
“b}’’  chance” — without  reflecting,  that  there  must  have 
been  a pre-existing  cause  to  give  the  power  of  action  even 
to  “chance.”  These  things  are  humbly  suggested — and 
for  the  simple  aiu!  sole  purpose  of  repeating,  that  a great 
point  is  gained,  w hen,  w ith  the  evidence  of  indisputable 
facts  before  us,  w'e  are  able  to  comprehend  that  some 
things  are  not  comprehensible,  that  roe  may  believe. 

And  now  to  the  application  of  the  preceding  remarks. 
The  mighty  aggregations  of  values,  with  the  swiftness  of 
the  circulations, essentially  dejiend  on  the  soundness  and 
uniformity  of  the  currency — w hich  is,  let  us  say  125  mil- 
lions in  bank  notes,  which  bank  notes  have  value  on  25 
millions  in  specie,  and  which  specie  remains,  or  is  made 
useful,  on  confidence.  “Caution  is  the  parent  of  secu- 
rity”— and  very  w ise,  and  very  cool-thinking  men,  only, 
should  meddle  with  the  currency  of  a country!  The  tips 
and  downs  of  hurrah  iiarty-politics  should  no  more  be 
permitted  to  approach  it,  than  the  Caliban,  of  Shak- 
speare,  (in  the  jilay  of  the  “Tempest”),  have  had  an  in- 
troduction into  the  nuptial  bed  of  the  chaste  Aliranda,  to 
begin  a new  bt;getting  of  hori’id  monsters  there.  The 
matter  that  belongs  to  the  application  is  designed  to  be 
the  subject  of  anotlier  essay.  In  the  mean  lime  we  offer 

^Unless  the  tnoney  is  obtained  by  »4oi>tn^s,  or  lets  prices. 
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the  following  extract  from  the  speech  of  Henry  Brough- 
am, now  belittled  by  the  title  of  lord  Brougham,  in 
opening  a speech  in  August  last  on  the  bill  for  a rechar- 
ter of  the  bank  of  England: 

He  “begged  to  state  that  he  would  be  the  last  man  to 
express  an  approval  of  any  measure,  if  he  thought  that 
its  results  would  be  to  lead,  by  however  long  a process, 
to  a depreciation  of  the  currency  of  the  kingdom.  It 
was  absolutely  and  imperatively  necessary  for  the  safety 
of  all  interests  in  tins  country,  mercantile  or  otherwise — 
for  the  stability  of  trade  and  agriculture — that  there 
should  be  no  further  tampering  -with  the  currency,  (hear, 
hear),  and  that  no  attempt  or  proceeding  should  be  sanc- 
tioned by  parliament,  or  the  executive  government, 
which  could  by  any  remote  possibility,  cause  any  change 
in  the  value  of  the  circidating  medium^'' 

It  was  not  easy  to  decide  whether  precedence  should 
be  given  to  the  insertion  of  tiie  report  of  the  judiciary 
committee  of  the  senate,  or  to  the  dissent  of  the  minority 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
house  of  representatives  concerning  the  pension  fund. 
We  have,  however,  given  a place  to  the  former,  for  one 
reason,  perhaps,  that  it  was  the  mumimous  act  of  the 
committee,*  and  so  stands  more  fully  in  opposition  to 
the  report  made  to  the  other  house.  And,  as  the  same 
general  argument  prevails  in  both  papers,  it  does  not 
seem  necessary  to  present  more  than  one  of  them,  at  a 
time  when  room  is  so  much  needed  by  us.  The  reader, 
to  form  the  more  correct  conclusions  on  this  subject, 
should  have  before  him  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  inserted  in  the  last  Register.  Per- 
haps, a better  understanding  might  be  obtained  if  the  ar- 
gument of  the  attorney  general  was  also  given — but  we 
cannot  get  space  for  it.  The  ground  taken  by  him,  how- 
ever, suificiently  appears  in  the  reports  alluded  to.  It 
seems  clearly  admitted  \\iAt pensions  must  be  paid  at  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices,  or  under  charge 
of  the  bank,  in  certain  other  cases  prescribed  by  law;  but 
the  right  in  the  secretary  of  war  to  remove  the  deposite 
of  what  the  bank  considers  pension  money,  is  in  the  sup- 
position that  certain  laws  are  woi  pension  laws,  though  so 
officially  called  over  and  over  again,  as  shewn  in  the  re- 
port made  to  the  senate;  and  it  is  further  said,  that  the 
law  gives  to  the  secretary  of  war  no  power  over  the  pub- 
lic deposites — though  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  may 
exert  such  power  on  certain  occasions,  &c.  two  instances 
being  given  in  which  the  wor  secretary  retraced  his  steps 
in  this  very  matter,  on  the  remonstrance  of  the  bank. 
And  it  is  manifest  that  the  present  order  must  be  with- 
drawn, or  that  the  pensioners  will  not  be  paid,  unless 
congress  shall  pass  an  act  to  relieve  the  bank  of  its  re- 
sponsibilities in  this  case,  when  the  bank  will  gladly  re  - 
linquish the  agency,  for  it  is  a very  burthensorne  one,  as 
is  shewn  in  the  letter  of  the  president  of  one  the  new  de- 
posite banks,  at  N.  York,  published  in  the  last  Register. 

Some  years  ago,  a person  permitted  (for  his  own  pur- 
poses), a small  sum  of  money  to  accumulate  and  remain 
in  our  hands.  He  suddenly  became  a bankrupt,  and  pe- 
titioned for  relief  under  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  state. 
Whereupon  processes  were  served  upon  us  about 
the  money  due — each  individually  claiming  it.  The 
debt  was  freely  acknowledged  to  all  the  parties — and  yet 
we  were  harrassed  in  atiendances  at  court,  time  after 
time,  as  a witness.  Thus  worried,  it  was  respectfully 
asked,  and  leave  obtained  of  the  court,  to  say,  that  so 
many  dollars  and  cents  stood  on  our  books  to  the  credit 
of  the  bankrupt,  which  would  be  paid  into  court  in  five 
minutes,  or  placed  in  the  hands  of  either  of  the  parties, 
as  the  court  should  be  pleased  to  decide.  The  court 
then  released  us  from  further  attendance;  and  when  the 
claim  was  established  by  the  proper  authority,  it  was  in- 
stantly satisfied.  So  stands  the  bank — the  extra  clerk 
hire  and  labor  expended  in  paying  the  pensions  far  ex- 
ceeds the  profits  derivable  from  the  use  of  the  pension 
money— 'but  the  law,  as  the  bank  believes,  has  required 
this  duty  of  them,  as  one  of  the  onerous  conditions  of  its 
charter,  and  simply  asks  that  the  law  will  relieve  them 
of  all  responsil»ility  on  the  subject,  as  is  proposed  in  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  If  it  is  right  that  the  secretary  of  war  should 

^Messrs.  Clayton,  Bibb,  Preston,  Smith  and  Bell. 


have  the  disposition  or  charge  of  the  money,  let  Mr.. 
Polkas  bill  pass,  and  all  the  difficulty  is  over.  If  it  i» 
not  right  that  such  disposition  or  charge  should  be  made 
— what  remedy  would  remain  to  the  bank,  if  the  court 
decided,  that  it  had  wrongfidly  parted  with  money,  ex- 
pressly appropriated,  and  placed  in  its  possession,  for  the 
payment  of  certain  meritorious  individuals,  for  services 
rendered?  In  such  a case,  every  one  of  these  might  sus- 
tain an  action  against  the  bank,  if,  (from  any  cause),  not 
paid  the  money  respectively  due  them. 

We  must  confess  our  surprise,  after  what  has  happen- 
ed, that  the  secretary  of  war  should  have  again  attempt- 
ed such  a proceeding.  We  rather  expected  that  he  would 
have  followed  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Buarie-,  and, 
as  it  is  morally  certain  that  the  bill  reported  by  Mr. 
Polk  will  not  be  passed  into  a law — perhaps  not  pass 
either  house  of  congress,  it  is  certain  that  the  bank  will 
hold  on  to  the  money,  as  it  ought,  until  lawfully  relieved 
of  the  responsibility  of  a just  distribution  of  it,  by  the 
expiration  of  the  period  of  its  charter,  March,  1836- 
Future  deposites  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  may  not 
be  made  in  it — the  new  deposite  banks  may  be  arranged 
for  that  duty,  in  the  power  assumed;  but  as  this  money 
went  into  the  bank  according  to  law’,  there  is  no  power  to 
take  it  out  unless  in  concord  w ith  the  law;  as  the  fact  of 
the  bill  reported  by  JMr.  Polk  conclusively  shews.  Why 
such  a law,  if  lawful  power  already  existed  to  remove  the 
pension  money?  And  all  that  can  be  done  in  this  new 
war  against  the  bank,  is — to  suffer  the  money,  at  present 
deposited,  to  be  paid,  by  it,  to  those  to  whom  it  belongs, 
and  refuse  to  send  other  moneys  to  the  bank,  on  ac- 
count of  pensions.  Thus  “the  government”  may  take  the 
“responsibility,”  and  relieve  the  bank  of  it,  hereafter — 
without  the  enactment  of  a new  law’,  though  existing  laws 
declare  that  pensions  shall  be  paid  bj'  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  presuming,  however  that  the  pension  mo- 
ney must  first  be  deposited  therein. 

A great  effort  is  making  in  Pennsylvania,  by  petitioning 
the  legislature,  praying  for  its  action  that  the  public  de- 
posites may  be  restored  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Saturday  last,  being  the  time  fi.xed  for  opening  proposals 
fora  permanent  loan  of  $729,354,  at  Harrisburgh,  it  was 
found  that  not  a single  offer  had  been  made.  Under  pre- 
sent prospects,  the  public  works  of  Pennsylvania  must  be 
discontinued,  and  great  public  loss,  as  w’ell  as  much  pri- 
vate distress  thereby  ensue. 

We  have  been  promised  a currency,  and  by  high  au- 
thority too,  better  than  that  which  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  furnished. 

On  Tuesday  last  we  paid  5 per  cent,  discount  on  a note 
of  one  of  the  banks  at  Hartford,  Con.  and  3 per  cent,  dis- 
count on  one  of  those  issued  by  a bank  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
in  exchange  for  Baltimore  bank  notes.  We  do  not  know 
the  present  shaving  tariff  at  Hartford  and  Pittsburgh,  but 
venture  nothing  in  saying  that  the  notes  of  the  banks  al- 
luded to,  at  home,  are,  together,  3 or  4 per  cent,  more 
valuable  than  any  Baltimore  bank  notes  there.  And  on  the 
same  day,  a gentleman  of  Kentucky,  paying  us  a small 
bill,  w'as  careful  to  select  Baltimore  paper,  which  he  had 
bought  at  3 per  cent,  discount.  The  “safety  fund” 
bank  notes  are  at  2 per  cent,  discount  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and,  for  one  or  two  days,  w'ere  at  5!  Some  ar- 
rangements are  said  to  have  been  made  for  the  relief 
of  these  banks,  by  which  the  discount  receded  as  stated 
above.  The  shaving  of  bank  notes  is  now  a mighty  bu- 
siness, and  employs  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 
Exchange  on  England  remains  below  “par.  ” That  is, 
say  9 per  cent,  below  the  real  par. 

The  committee  on  post  offices  and  post  roads  of  the 
house  of  rejiresentatives,  have  made  a report  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  restore  to  the  post  office  department  the 
sum  of  1,103,927  dollars,  which,  at  different  periods, 
since  the  establishment  of.  that  department,  have  been 
paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  But  no  part 
of  this  sum  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury  for  several 
years  last  past. 

THE  PRESSUKE,  &C. 

Great  meetings  of  the  people  are  holding  in  many  of  the  states 
at  whiel)  memorials  to  eongross  aie  adopted,  praying  relief  from 


NILES’  REGISTER— MARCH  l,  1834— CONGRESS. 


5 


Itje  pressure  on  the  money  market,  hy  a restoration  of  the  pub- 
lic depositfcs  to  the  hank  ofllic  United  States.  7'he  citizeti.s  of 
Virginia  are  all  alive  on  this  subject,  btit  rather  more,  perhaps, 
on  what  they  regard  a violent  seizure  of  the  public  purse,  than 
on  account  of  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  that  has  (ol 
lowed  it.  A few  meetings  of  a different  character  have  been 
“gotten”  up  in  Pennsylvania,  and  by  persons  who,  before  the 
veto  of  the  bank  bill,  would  have  pronounced  it  treason  against 
the  “democracy”  of  Pennsylvania  to  suppose  that  the  events 
which  have  happened  could  take  place. 

We  have  fresh  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of,  perhaps,  one 
hundred  nieetings  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  in  the  cur- 
rent week.  At  some  of  those  held  in  Virginia,  lately,  very  strong 
language  was  used. 

We  noticed  in  our  last  the  prospect  of  things  at  Lowel.  Since 
then  a large  number  of  girls  have  “turned  out”  to  prevent  a re- 
duction of  wages,  and  they  committed  some  things  which  fe- 
males ought  not  have  done,  such  as  processions  through  the 
streets,  “marching  ankle-deep  in  the  mud”  and  “waving  their 
handkerchiefs  and  scarfs,”  &c.  and  one  or  two  of  them  deliver- 
ed public  speeches.  They  also  made  an  attempt  to  break  the 
banks,  by  demands  for  specie,  in  large  numbers — but  it  ended 
only  in  their  own  shame.  The  chiefs  have  been  dismissed,  and 
new  supplies  from  the  country  rushed  in  to  take  their  places; 
but  they  generally  submitted  to  the  reduction  proposed,  and 
which  had  been  proposed  in  kindness  to  them;  for,  if  not  sub- 
mitted to,  the  mills,  in  the  present  stale  of  business,  would  have 
been,  of  sheer  necessity,  closed. 

The  melancholy  truth  is — that  a large  reduction  of  wages 
must  be  submitted  to  by  the  working  people,  generally,  or  dis- 
missions from  employment  ensue.  The  reduced  money-value 
of  all  sorts  of  products,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  money, 
are  such,  that  one  or  the  other  n.usf  take  place.  High  wages 
cannot  much  longer  be  paid  in  any  branch  of  business,  unless 
there  is  a change  in  the  state  of  the  money  market.  In  many 
branches,  mechanics  would  now  gladly  obtain  even  50  cents 
per  day  “finding  themselves.” 

Many  of  the  eastern  factories  have  stopped — and  1,100  per- 
sons were  discharged  from  4 of  them  only.  It  is  said  that  most 
of  the  iron  furnaces  in  New  Jersey  are,  or  soon  will  be,  out  of 
blast.  In  Philadelphia  official  permits  must  be  obtained  to  oc- 
cupy a part  of  the  street  for  building  purposes — at  this  lime  last 
year,  such  permits  issued  were  more  than  six  hundred,  and  at  a 
corresponding  date  in  the  present  year  amounted  only  to  eight. 
Here  is  a matter  about  which  there  cannot  be  a mistake.  The 
Baine  operation  is  going  on  every  where.  Many  additional 
failures  have  happened  in  the  chief  cities.  The  general  rate  of 
money  is  2^  per  cent,  a month,  and  a vast  business  is  doing  at 
that  price. 

Let  the  working  people  look  at  the  following — 

The  Leeds  Intelligencer  states  that  the  cotton  loom  weavers 
at  Oldham  have  full  work,  but  their  wages  are  most  miserable, 
as  the  best  workmen  cannot  get  more,  on  an  average,  than  5s. 
64.  per  week — that  is,  at  the  real  par  132  cents.  [VVtII  they 
agree  to  be  reduced  to  this  English  pauper  state?] 

The  bank  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  has  suspended 
payment.  The  branch  of  the  Susqiichanriah  bank,  at  Baltimore, 
has  been  withdrawn — but  it  i.s  jtublished  that  its  notes  issuetl 
will  be  paid  as  usual,  and  all  be  retired.  A draft  of  the  4lh 
auditor  has  been  dishonored  at  Cincinnati,  by  the  new  deposite 
bank.  The  contractors  for  carrying  the  mails  are  very  clamoi- 
ous  for  the  money  which  they  have  earned.  The  working  peo- 
ple, at  several  places,  are  prole.siiug  again.st  the  “due  bills”  is- 
sued by  their  employers,  as  they  ought,  if  the  latter  could  satisfy 
them  in  money.  The  alternative  is,  to  receive  “due  bills” 
or  be  discharged,  and  the  choice  is  a sad  one. 

Wheal,  at  New  York  90  cents.  Flour,  at  Pittsburgh  2 87^ 
bbl. — at  Wheeling  2 50 — at  Cincinnati  3 a 3 12t.  Whiskey  at 
game  place,  20  a 24  cents,  gal.  Nothing  doing  in  bacon,  pork  or 
lard,  as  the  prices  offered  will  not  pay  the  cost  of  the  packer. 
Cincinnati  is  the  greatest  pork  market  in  the  United  Stales. 
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FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  1th  and  Paris  to  the  &th  January,  both 
inclusive, 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  was  determined  to  persevere  with  his  mo- 
tion to  repeal  the  corn  laws.  The  misunderstanding  existing 
between  the  governim'iits  of  England  and  Russia,  through  the 
intervention  of  prince  E=lerhazy,ihe -lusirian  ambassador,  was 
in  a fair  way  to  he  adjusted.  Considerable  importations  of  wheat 
had  been  made  into  England  from  Van  Deiman’s  land;  to  which 
latter  place  6,000  convicts  had  been  transported  during  the  last 
year.  A dreadful  storm  had  swept  over  England  and  the  north 
of  Europe,  causing  great  destruction  both  on  land  and  at  sea; 
many  lives  were  lost  and  several  houses  burnt  by  lightning. 
There  had  been  a decrease  in  the  revenue  for  the  quarter  nnide 
up  to  the  5th  of  January  of  £91, .547,  as  compared  with  the  same 
quarter  last  year.  The  Columbine,  one  of  the  vessels  of  Lan- 
der’s expedition  up  the  Niger,  had  arrived  in  England.  Mr. 
Lander  and  lieut.  Allan,  had  proceeded  in  the  Alburka  steamer 
up  that  river,  and  were  sanguine  of  ultimately  establishing  a 
successful  sj  stern  of  commercial  intercourse  between  England 
and  Africa. 

FRANCE. 

The  papers  contain  various  .«peculalions  touching  an  antici- 
pated rupture  between  England  and  France,  on  the  one  side, 
and  Russia  on  the  other;  but  these  are  not  borne  out  by  the 


frienrily  tenor  of  the  congratulatory  address  of  the  ambassador 
of  the  latter  power  to  the  king  of  France,  on  new  year’s  day. 
Considerable  naval  prepaiations  were  being  made,  which  we 
presume  gave  birth  to  the  rumors  in  (luestion.  The  chambers 
would,  it  IS  thought,  vote  the  necessaiy  appropriaiioiis  to  pay 
the  instalment  due  loThe  U.  estates,  and  thus  settle  that  difler- 
ence.  The  departure  of  the  duke  ol  Orleans,  for  America  wae 
to  take  place  the  present  luoiiih. 

SPAIN. 

The  aflairs  of  the  queen  were  rather  more  promising;  but  still 
without  material  change.  The  contest  between  the  contending 
parties  had  a.<sumed  the  character  of  a guerilla  warfare.  Mo- 
rillo’s  troops  had  again  entered  Portugal  and  captured  40  Car- 
lists;  and  the  insurgents  of  Navarre,  alter  a severe  conflict,  bad 
been  beaten  by  general  Lorenzo. 

STILL  LATER. 

From  London  papers  to  the  lUth  Jan.  inclusive. 

It  was  calculated  in  England  that  the  present  situation  of  this 
country  would  seriously  interlere  with  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry of  that  country,  as  all  the  advices  from  here  admonished 
tiie  manulacturing  and  ship[)ing  houses  not  to  send  out  goods  as 
there  was  no  money  to  pay  for  them,  and  the  manufacturers 
were,  in  many  instances,  acting  upon  them. 

The  afiairs  of  Spain  have  assumed  a new  and  more  important 
form.  A captain  general,  Llander,  who  appears  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  the  municipality  of  Barcelona,  and  to  have,  among 
other  distinguished  adherents,  generals  Quesado  and  Morillo, 
had  sent  an  embassy  to  the  queen  intimating  to  her  as  the  wishes 
of  the  province,  1st,  that  the  Spaniards  receive  a representative 
government,  with  the  liberties  connected  with  it— 2d,  the  sup- 
pression of  abbeys  and  monks — 3d,  the  liberty  of  the  press — 4th, 
the  reform  of  the  clergy — 5th,  the  distribution  of  its  property 
among  the  people,  and  6th,  that  the  tithes  and  other  imposts, 
injurious  to  farmers,  be  supiiressed.  Llander  has  45,000  men 
at  his  command;  his  address  to  the  queen  was  backed  by  50,000 
signatures,  and  the  people  of  Catalonia  had  risen  cn  masse  in 
support  of  his  demand.  The  queen  is  said  to  have  returned 
Llaiider’s  address,  w.'ihout  giving  any  satisfaction  as  to  th« 
course  she  would  pursue.  The  queen,  however,  yielding  to  the 
pressure  of  circumstances,  it  is  said,  has  changed  her  ministers, 
and  consented  to  the  convccalion  of  the  cortes.  The  president 
ot  the  new'  cabinet  is  said  to  be  the  marquis  de  las  Arntarilla. 
Many  distinguished  constitutionalists  have  returned  to  Spain. 

Advi(;es  from  Li.-bon  state  that  Don  Miguel’s  army  had  suf- 
fered greatly  from  sickness,  and  was  reduced  to  6,000;  his  for- 
tifications were  strong  and  would  require  much  greater  force 
than  Uou  Pedro’s  to  dislodge  him. 

7'he  eastern  paits  of  Russia  are  suffering  dreadfully  from  the 
effects  of  famine. 

There  is  a report  that  earl  Grey  was  about  to  resign. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONFESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  21.  Mr.  Southard  presented  three  petitions  from 
New  Jersey,  praying  fora  restoration  of  the  deposites,  one  of 
them  signed  by  2,785  voters  of  Burlington  county.  He  spoke 
higlily  of  the  character  of  the  memorialists,  and,  out  of  these  pe- 
titions and  others,  attempted  to  shew  that  the  legislature  of  the 
state  did  not  express  the  voice  of  the  people  on  this  matter. 
And  these  petitions,  he  also  said,  were  signed  by  many  friends 
of  the  administration. 

Mr.  U'ilkins  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  two  of  the  lo- 
cal banks  at  Pittsburgh,  stating  the  general  distress  and  praying 
for  relief.  He  also  presented  a set  of  resolutions  passed  at  a 
large  meeting  of  the  people,  with  the  same  character  and  bear- 
ing; and  he  spoke  highly  of  the  respectability  of  the  actors  in 
these  proceedings. 

Mr.  Sprague  presented  a memorial  of  626  citizens  of  Portland, 
Me.  in  relation  to  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and  praying  for 
relief.  He  spoke  of  the  respectability  and  business  of  the  sign- 
ers, and  among  other  things  stated  that  the  branch  bank  in  that 
city  had  actually  .'•uslained  the  local  banks.  He  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  SAcpZey,  who  read  an 
anonymows  communication  from  the  “National  Intelligencer,” 
to  shew  the  intention  of  the  bank.  A long  and  very  lively  de- 
bate ensued;  in  which  Messrs.  Sprague  Forsyth  and  Chambers 
look  part.  The  latter  explained  the  late  “run”  on  the  branch 
at  Savannah,  and  placed  that  affair  in  a very  ridiculous,  but 
censurable,  light.  [We  must  recur  to  this  debate,  if  w^e  can, 
for  parts  of  it  are  uncommonly  interesting.]  Mr.  Webster  r^tt 
to  deliver  hi.s  sentiments,  but  on  the  suggestion  that  important 
executive  business  required  attention,  gave  way,  and  the  senate 
went  into  secret  session,  and  so  remained  until  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment. 

February  9Ji.  [For  the  first  lime  this  session,  the  senate  sat 
on  Saturday.] 

Mr.  Tyler  said  he  rose  to  present  the  resolutions  recently 
adopted  by  the  two  houses  of  assembly  of  the  state  of  Virginia 
expressive  of  their  opinions  and  views  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  executive  with  regard  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  deposites  of  the  public  revenue.  He  proposed  to  ab- 
stain, at  this  time,  from  making  any  remarks  on  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  resolutions,  other  than  to  say,  that,  concurring 
as  he  did  most  fully  in  the  view’s  expressed  by  the  legislature  of 
his  state,  he  should  use  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  carry  thenj 
into  effect.  He  should  at  another  time,  more  convenient  to  the 
senate,  make  such  remarks  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  re- 
quired. He  should,  for  the  present,  merely  move  for  the  print- 
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ing  of  the  resolutions,  and  their  reference  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Rives  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  The  senate  will  indulge  me,  I hope,  standing 
in  the  position  1 do,  with  a few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the 
resolutions  Just  read.  It  i.s  very  far  from  my  intention  to  at- 
tempt to  impugn,  in  any  manner,  the  force  of  those  resolutions, 
or  to  derogate,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the  high  respect  to 
which  they  are  entitled  here  and  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary, 
I recognise  them  as  the  legitimate  expre.ssion  of  the  opinion  of 
niy  state,  conveyed  through  the  only  authentic  organ  known  to 
her  constitution  and  laws. 

The  senate  will  have  perceived,  from  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lutions, that  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain,  and  to  have  ex- 
pressed, on  the  grave  questions  now  occupying  the  public  mind, 
opinions  very  ditferent  from  those  asserted  by  the  resolutions. 
Notwithstanding  this  difference  of  opinion,  I should  feel  it  my 
duty,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Virginia  on  this  floor,  to 
conform  to  the  views  expressed  by  her  legislature,  if,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  I am  placed,  I could  do  so  without  dis- 
honor. 1 hold  it,  sir,  to  be  a vital  principle  of  our  political  sys- 
tem, one  indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  our  institutions, 
that  the  representative,  whether  a member  of  this  or  the  other 
house,  is  bound  to  conform  to  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  his 
constituents  authentically  expressed;  or  if  he  be  unable  to  do 
eo,  from  over  ruling  and  imperious  considerations  operating 
tipon  his  conscience  or  honor,  to  surrender  his  trust  into  the 
hands  of  those  from  whom  he  derived  it,  that  they  may  select 
an  agent  who  can  better  carry  their  views  into  effect. 

On  all  occasions  involving  questions  of  expediency  only,  it  is. 
I conceive,  the  bounden  duty  of  the  representative  to  conform 
Implicitly  to  the  instructions  of  the  constituent  body,  where  those 
instructions  are  to  be  carried  into  execution  by  a legislative  act, 
which,  as  a mandate  of  the  public  will,  prescribes  and  directs 
w'hat  shall  be  done  for  the  public  good.  But  where  the  instruc- 
tions contemplate  a declaration  of  principles  or  opinions,  which 
are  contrary  to  the  sincere  and  honest  convictions  of  the  repre- 
sentative, as  there  is  no  means  of  forcing  the  assent  of  the  un- 
derstanding to  abstract  propositions,  the  only  course  left  to  him 
is  by  the  surrender  of  his  commission,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
his  constituents  to  confer  it  on  another  whose  opinions  corres- 
pond with  their  own. 

To  apply  these  principles  to  my  own  case,  I do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  if  the  instructions  of  the  b gi^siature  of  my  state  had 
required  me  specifically  to  vote  for  a law  or  other  legislative 
act,  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  Plates,  however  highly  inexpedient  I deem 
f uch  a measure  to  be,  I should  nevertheless  have  felt  it  my  duty 
4,0  give  the  vote  required. 

Such  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  precise  demand  of  the 
memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond  presented  a few  days  ago 
by  my  honorable  colleague,  and  which  concluded  by  asking,  that 
congress  “w’ould  provide  by  law  for  the  immediate  restoration 
of  the  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.”  But,  sir, 
this  is  not  the  shape  in  which  the  que«rion  is  presented  to  me, 
by  the  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly  of  my  state,  or  by  the 
proceedings  pending  in  this  body.  Those  resolutions  instruct 
the  senators  of  Virginia,  in  general  terms,  “to  ttse  their  best  ex- 
ertions to  procure  the  adoption  by  congress  of  proper  measures 
for  restoring  the  public  moneys  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.” 
Now,  sir,  I am  bound  to  inquire  what  are  those  proper  mea- 
pures,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

We  all  know  that  the  only  measures  proposed,  or  contem- 
lated  in  this  body,  are  the  two  declaratory  resolutions  offered 
y the  senator  from  Kentucky;  the  first  affirming  that  the  conduct 
of  the  president  with  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites, was  a dangerous  and  unconstitutional  assumption  of 
power;  the  second,  declaring  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  for  that  removal,  to  he  unsatisfactory  and 
insufficient.  When  the  latter  of  these  resolutions,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  referred 
tome  days  ago  to  the  committee  of  finance,  that  committee  did 
not  report  a bill,  or  joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  but  simply  a recommendation,  that  the  senate  adopt 
the  declaratory  resolution  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  In 
short,  it  is  now  avowed  and  understood  on  all  hands,  that  all 
that  is  deemed  necessary,  or  will  be  proposed  here,  to  effect  a 
restoration  of  the  public  money  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  is 
n mere  declaration  by  congress,  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  rea- 
Bons  assigned  for  their  removal. 


not  entertain,  but  the  reverse  of  which  I have  sincerely  and 
earnestly  maintained  on  this  floor;  or,  by  voting  against  them, 
to  oppose  the  only  measures  which  are  likely  to  come  before 
this  body,  having  in  view  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  appear  in  the  attitude 
of  disregarding  and  thwarting  the  declared  wishes  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  of  Virginia.  I am  sure  I but  respond  to  the  honor- 
able feelings  of  all  who  hear  me,  in  saying,  that  the  first  branch 
of  the  alternalive  is  impossible,  while  the  latter  is  no  less  forbid- 
den by  my  principles,  and  a proper  sense  of  my  duly  to  the  con- 
stituted authorities  ol  my  state.  The  only  course  left  to  me 
then,  is  one  which  the  senate  can  be  at  no  loss  to  anticipate. 

Before  I close  the  few  remarks  with  which  1 have  felt  myself 
calle<i  on  to  trouble  the  senate,  1 beg  leave  to  say,  that  while  I 
recognise  implicitly  the  resolutions  just  read  as  the  legitimate 
and  constitutional  expressions  of  the  opinion  of  my  state,  I wi.sh 
not  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  they  express  the  real  public 
opinion  of  the  state— that  of  the  teople.  On  the  contrary,  my 
firm  and  clear  conviction  is,  that  the  sentiments  of  the  people 
in  the  present  instance  are  not  in  unison  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  legislative  authority.  The  manifestations  of  popular  sen- 
timent already  commencing  in  various  quarters  of  the  state — 
the  principles  and  opinions  heretofore  steadily  cherished  by  Vir- 
ginia— multiplied  communications  received  from  the  most  re- 
spectable sources;  and  my  own  knowledge,  T may  be  permitted 
to  add,  of  a people  with  w’hom  I have  been  connected,  in  rela- 
tions of  public  service,  for  now  near  twenty  years,  assure  me 
that  they  are  not;  and  the  revolution  of  a few  months,  will,  I 
confidently  believe,  render  the  fact  manifest  to  ail  the  world. 
But  in  the  regulation  of  my  ofiicial  conduct  here,  I am  not  per- 
mitted to  look  beyond  the  constitutional  expression  of  the  opi- 
nion of  the  state,  by  its  regular  and  proper  organ.  If  a senator 
were  allowed  to  set  up  against  the  public  opinion  of  his  state  as 
officially  and  solemnly  declared  by  her  legislature,  a hypotheti- 
cal public  opinion,  which  may  or  may  not  be  that  of  the  people 
of  the  state,  it  is  obvious  that  a door  w'ould  be  opened  for  the 
total  evasion  of  all  effective  responsibility  of  this  body  to  public 
opinion.  It  is  on  the  legislatures  of  the  slates  that  the  consti- 
tution  has  devolved  the  choice  of  members  of  this  body,  and  the 
same  legislatures  must  be  the  interpreters  of  the  public  opinion 
of  their  respective  state.s  to  the  senators  chosen  by  them,  when- 
ever an  occasion  shall  arise  which  may  call  for  a solemn  mani- 
festation of  that  opinion. 

This  is  indeed  the  only  practicable  mode  of  bringing  the  opi- 
nion of  the  sovereign  commuriities  represented  in  this  body  to 
act,  with  authoritative  iiiRuence,  on  its  proceedings:  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  senate  is,  by  the  greater  permanency  of 
its  official  tenure,  farther  removed  from  the  salutary  controls  of 
the  representative  system  than  any  other  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, all  w'ill  see  the  necessity  of  keeping  open  a clear  and  de- 
signated channel  by  which  public  opinion  may  promptly  reach 
it  in  an  authoritative  form,  and  be  made  effectual  on  its  deli- 
berations. It  is  thus,  essential  to  the  practical  supremacy  of 
the  popular  will  itself,  that  the  state  legislatures  should  be  re- 
cognised as  the  authentic  and  constitutional  exponents  of  the 
popular  opinion  of  the  respective  slates,  in  all  relations  with 
this  body.  If,  in  any  instance,  the  legislatures  of  the  states 
shall  mistake  the  opinions  of  the  people,  it  is,  as  I conceive,  for 
the  people  themselves,  and  not  for  us,  to  correct  the  mistake. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  very  briefly  the  opinions  T enter- 
tain on  the  delicate  questions  presented  for  my  consideration 
by  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  my  state  just  read;  and 
the  only  alternative  they  leave  me,  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  I am  placed,  is  to  surrender  the  trust  with  w'hich  I have 
been  honored  as  a member  ofthis  body  into  the  hands  of  those 
from  whom  I received  it.  I know  well,  Mr.  President,  and  I 
feel  how  much  of  honor  and  of  satisfaction  I give  up  in  aban- 
doning my  seat  on  this  floor.  I abandon  what  I have  ever  re- 
garded the  highest  honor  of  my  public  life — an  honor  than  which 
none  higher,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  presented  to  the  ambition  of 
an  American  citizen.  I sacrifice  social  and  kindly  relations 
with  many  members  of  this  body — I would  fain  hope  w'ith  all — 
which  have  been  the  source  of  the  highest  satisfaction  to  me 
here,  and  the  remembrance  of  which  I shall  cherish  with  sin- 
cere pleasure  in  the  retirement  whither  I go.  I know  and  feel 
the  weight  of  these  sacrifices,  but  great  as  they  are,  I make  them 
without  a sigh,  as  the  most  emphatic  homage  I can  render  In  a 
principle  I believe  vital  to  the  republican  system,  and  indispen- 
sable to  the  safe  and  salutary  action  of  our  poliiical  institutions. 

The  resolutions  were  then  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


The  only  measures,  then,  on  which  I shall  be  called  to  carry 
into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  legislature  of  my  state  are,  the 
declaratory  resolutions  moved  by  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
and  now  depending  before  the  senate.  That  these  resolutions 
are,  in  the  estimation  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  pro- 
per measures — that  the  opinions  and  principles  declared  by 
them,  are  believed  by  the  general  assembly  to  be  correct  and 
well  founded — it  would  be  unpardonable  blindness  to  the  lan- 
guage and  tenor  of  their  instructions  not  to  sec.  At  the  same 
lime,  it  is  well  known  to  the  senate,  that  on  each  of  the  propo- 
sitions declared  in  these  resolutions,  I had  (and  I will  take 
leave  to  add.  aft'-r  the  most  car'  fnl  and  anxious  investigation), 
come  to  opposite  conclusions,  which  1 had  earnestly  asserted 
and  maintained  on  this  floor.  1 am,  therefore,  placed  by  the 
Instructions  of  the  legislature  of  mv  state,  in  this  dilemma — ei- 
ther  to  vote  for  the  declaratory  resoliiiions  of  the  senator  from 
JKcntucky,  and  iherehy  express  opinions  which  I not  orfly^io 


Mr.  McJfccrn  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  on  hand  numerous 
petitions  and  memorials,  from  large  numbers  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  all  complaining  of  deep  di.«tress,  and  protesting 
against  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  United 
Slates  bank,  and  praying  for  their  restoration.  He  said  he  had,' 
for  several  days,  anxiously  sought  an  opportunity  to  present 
them,  hut  could  not  obtain  the  floor.  True,  he  said,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  humor  of  the  times,  some  of  them  were  express- 
ed in  pretty  strong  terms.  He  believed,  however,  they  would 
all  come  within  the  parliamentary  understanding  of  respectful 
language;  and  to  save  time,  as  he  now  had  the  floor,  he  would 
ac|<  permission  to  send  them  to  the  chair  ctillectively,  and  ask 
that  they  be  read,  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance,  and  be 
printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  papers  sent  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  JlfcJTean,  consisted  of  the 
proceedings  of  a meeting  of  boot  and  shoe  makers  and  shoe 
dealers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  a memorial  of  nearly  700  ci- 
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tizeris  of  Pottsville  and  vicinity;  the  memorial  of  citizens  of  i 
Schuylkill  county,  and  the  memorial  of  the  president  and  direc- 
tors ol  the  Western  hank  of  Philadelphia. 

The  chair  also  communirated  the  petition  of  a number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towii.ship  of  Moyamensing,  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  public  depo^ites 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  was  read,  referred  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  nnfi- 
ni.'^hed  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morials of  the  citizens  of  Portland  and  of  Bangor,  Maine,  on 
the  subject  of  the  deranged  currency  and  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, consetjuent  upon  the  removal  of  the  public  depftsiies  from 
the  hank  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  a debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  fVebster,  Forsyth,  Chamhers  and  iifune  severally  took 
part,  the  que.stion  was  taken,  and  the  motion  for  a reference 
carried.  i 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  sufficiently  appear  in  its 
progress. 

February 'HA.  After  other  business — 

Mr.  Smith  rose  and  presented  several  memorials  and  resolu- 
tions from  New  Haven  and  Hartford,  embracing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Hartford  bank,  the  Phoenix  bank,  the  Connecticut 
River  bank  and  the  Hartford  fire  insurance  company,  all  pray- 
ing for  the  restoration  of  the  deposifes. 

in  presenting  these  documents,  Mr.  Smith  made  some  re- 
marks on  the  character  and  extent  of  the  existing  pressure,  its 
cause,  and  the  remedy  which  was  demanded  by  public  opinion. 

The  petitions  and  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table,  Mr. 
Smith  postponing  his  motion  to  read  them,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the  special  order. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  Stc.  when 

Mr.  Tyler  rose  and  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  to  the 
removal'of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  their  restoration,  until 
half  p.ast  .*1  o’clock,  when,  having  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  ilo.  Mr.  Clayton  submitted  resolutions  calling  for 
information  concerning  the  pension  agents — and  also  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  had  been  received  for  postages,  in  a cer 
tain  period. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  presented  the  petition  of  810  of  the  citizens 
of  Cumberland  county,  N.  J.  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  de- 
po.sites,  and  made  some  remarks  on  the  general  subject,  as  well 
as  with  reference  to  his  own  position.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Clayton,  in  a very  animated  speech. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a petition  from  Troy,N.  Y.  praying  for  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  bore  a testimony  of  the  respec- 
tability of  the  signers.  Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  vote  of  Troy  was 
2,200,  and  that  the  petition  was'signed  by  1,7.30  persons. 

3’hese  memorials  being  read  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  memorials  from  North  Caro- 
lina on  the  subject  of  the  finances  and  the  distressed  state  of  the 
country,  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Mangum,  nnd  a lively  debate  fol- 
lowed, in  which  Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Chamhers  and  Porter, 
(the  new  senator  from  Louisiana  for  the  first  time),  took  part. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  that  the  senate  postpone  the  previous  or- 
ders, for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  from  tlie  house  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  revolutionary  and  other 
pensions  for  the  y’ear  1834,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  no- 
ticed an  article  in  the  “Globe”  which  rudely  charged  him,  and 
the  committee  of  finance,  with  vithholding  the  bill,  and  imput- 
ing bad  motives;  but  Mr.  IVehstcr  shewed,  from  the  journal  of 
the  senate,  and  even  the  “Globe”  itself,  that  this  bill,  received 
from  the  hou.se  on  the  6th  February,  was  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee to  the  senate  on  the  10th — (and  so  the  committee  was 
relieved  of  any  particular  care  over  the  subject).  The  bill  was 
read  a second  and  third  time,  and  pas.sed,  without  opposition, 
as  such  bills  usually  are. 

February  26.  Mr.  Chambers,  at  the  request  of  the  committee 
deputed  for  the  purpose,  presented  a memorial  from  Baltimore 
against  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  the  signers  to  whieh 
were  said  to  amount  to  3,558.  The  memorial  was  rend  and  or- 
dered to  he  printed,  with  the  names  of  the  signers  appended. 

After  some  other  proceedings,  Mr.  JVebster  moved  that  the 
senate  should  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness— which  Mr.  CAom^.er.s  opposed,  an  account  of  the  illness 
of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Kent.  Mr.  W.  then  waived  his  motion, 
but  would  call  it  up  again  to  morrow. 

Mr.  McKean  pre.sented  a petition  from  Berks  county,  Pa. 
eigned  by  l,g58  persons  praying  a restoratioti  of  the  deposites, 
and  referred  to  a letter  addressed  to  him  saying  that  about  one 
half  of  the  signers  had  never  been  opposed  to  gen.  .Tackson;  and 
added  he  him«elf  knew  some  of  them  to  be  among  his  warmest 
friends.  Mr.  McK.  al.so  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  me- 
chanics, &c.  of  the  Northern  liberties  (Phila.)  in  firvor  of  the 
bank,  and  one  from  51  persons  of  Schuylkill  county,  against  the 
bank. 

Mr.  Cfrty  made  some  pointed  remarks  on  the  petition  from 
Berks,  and,  after  referring  to  certain  facts  shewn  at  the  last  pre- 
sidential election,  proceeded  to  say— 

He  hoped  he  might  he  allowed  to  state  a single  fact,  which 
would  show  the  impressions  upon  the  public  mind  in  regard  to 
the  present  distress.  In  the  town  of  Reading,  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  he  understood  that  five  hundred  votes  were  given  for  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  at  a late  election,  and  only  one  hun- 
dred against  him;  yet  five  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 


I same  town  had  .subecribed  the  petition  setting  forth  the  existing 
di>tress,  and  praying  the  aid  of  congress  to  iifford  them  some 
etfectual  relief. 

From  all  quarters  from  whence  memorials  had  issued,  Mr.  C. 
said,  we  learn  a similar  state  of  facts.  Gentlemen  may  bg  as- 
sured that  this  is  no  parly  struggle  that  now  agitates  the  coun- 
try. It  is  a question  between  the  will  of  one  man  and  that  of 
tw'elve  tnillionii  of  people.  It  is  a question  between  power — 
ruthless,  relentless,  inexorable  power — on  tbe  one  hand,  and 
the  strong,  deep  felt  sun’erings  of  a vast  community,  on  the 
other.  He  trusted  that  these  memorials  would  be  the  means  of 
softening  his  heart,  and  presenting  to  him  the  true  condition  of 
our  afflicted  country,  and  induce  him,  to  the  utmost  of  his  abili- 
ty, to  afl'ord  that  relief  to  it  which  he  and  his  secretary  could 
instantly  supply. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  a few  observations,  to  show  how  very  far 
the  petitioners  for  restoring  the  deposites,  &c.  in  these  conflict- 
ing petitions,  exceeded  the  number  of  those  who  approved  of 
their  removal. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a memorial  from  a large  number  of  citi- 
zens of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary 
distresses  of  the  country,  ascribing  them  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  praying  for  their  restoration;  and  moved  to  refer 
them  to  the  committee  of  finance,  and  print  them. 

A debate  then  ensued,  which  lasted  until  a late  hour,  in  which 
Messrs.  Clay,  Clayton,  Tallmadge,  Wright,  Ewing,  VV<  lister, 
Chamber.*  .and  Forsyth  took  part,  when  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  2~.  Mr.  Webster  iiroeented  several  petitions  for  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  viz.  from  the  presidents  and 
directors  of  all  the  banks  in  New  Bedford;  from  Warren  coun- 
ty, New  York,  signed  by  303  persons;  the  major  part  of  whom 
say  they  have  been  friendly  to  the  present  administration;  ami 
from  866  citizens  of  Northampton  county,  Pennsvivania.  Mr. 
W.  added  that  the  two  last  petitions  had  been  sent  to  him,  be- 
cause that  his  views  were  supposed  to  be  more  in  accordance 
with  Those  of  the  petitions  than  were  those  of  the  senators  from 
the  states  named. 

Mr.  Clay  made  some  remarks  on  certain  observations  of  Mr. 
TVrisht,  in  relation  to  the  Troy  petition  recently  presented,  to 
which  Mr.  W.  replied.  [Mr.  C.  stated  some  highly  interesting 
facts,  but  we  cannot  get  room  for  them.] 

Mr.  Webster  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  lay  before  the 
senate  the  monthly  returns  of  the  hank  of  the  United  Stales, 
from  August,  18.33,  to  February,  18.34,  inclusive. 

Mr.  Poinderter  presented  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  co|)ies  of  any  order  or  treasury 
draught  which  may  have  been  given  by  that  depaitment  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  Planters’ 
hank  at  Natchez,  specifying  the  amount  of  the  deposite,  the 
bank  or  banks  to  wliich  said  money  is  removed,  or  intended  to 
he  removed;  whether  the  same  is  required  for  the  jiublic  service 
at  the  place  to  which  it  is  so  transferred,  or  intended  to  be 
transferrerl;  and,  if  not,  for  what  other  purpose  the  said  depo- 
sitPs  are  dirr*eted  to  be  withdrawn  from  said  hank;  and,  also, 
tlial  he  transmit  copies  of  any  letters  which  "may  have  passed 
between  any  officer  of  the  treasury  department  and  the  presi- 
dent of  the  said  bank  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  he  had  no  remarks  to  make  on  present 
ing  this  resolution,  other  than  simply  to  state,  that  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  liad  directed  a transfer  from  the  Planters’ 
bank  at  Natchez,  of  more  than  a million  of  dollars.  Tbe  infor- 
mation war,  that  this  money  was  to  be  transferred  to  N.  York, 
to  aid  some  of  the  failing  banks  of  that  state.  Be  this  a*  it  may, 
the  transfer  will  prevent  the  bank  ofNatchez  from  discounting 
as  hithe:to,  for  the  money  will  not  be  expended  in  that  part  of 
the  country.  He  now  moi’ed  that  the  resolution  be  printed: 
when  it  came  tip,  he  would  make  such  observations  as  the  oc- 
casion called  for. 

Mr.  Webster  stiggested  that  Mr.  P.  should  call  for  the  conside- 
ration of  his  resolution  at  once.  Mr.  Hilt  objected  to  a present 
consideration  of  it;  on  which  Mr.  Poindexter  said — The  member 
from  New  Hampshire,  he  said,  seemed  to  be  touched,  and 
x^’ell  he  might;  for,  when  facts  came  to  be  developed,  they 
would  shew  that  a drangitt  had  been  made  on  the  Planters’ 
hank,  at  Natchez,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  failing  banks 
in  New  York:  thereby  preventing  the  Natchez  bank  from  ex- 
tending the  usual  necommodations  to  the  people  of  that  section 
of  the  country.  He  must  say,  however,  that  the  United  Stales 
branch,  at  Natrhez,  had  acted  most  liberally,  and,  by  discount- 
ing freely,  had  done  much  to  prevent  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences of  the  withdrawal  of  so  large  an  amount  from  the 
Planters’  hank.  He  would  not  now  detain  the  senate  with  any 
further  remarks,  but  he  would  say  that  these  things  sufficiently 
shewed  that  there  was  “something  rotten  in  the  stale  of  Den- 
mark.!’ 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  n petition  from  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  for  relief  through  a restoration  of  the  de- 
posifes; and  stated  the  reasons  why  it  was  sent  to  him.  On  the 
authority  of  information  received,  he  stated  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  this  county  three  months  ago  and  now;  then  all 
was  cheerful  and  prosperous,  now  two  thousand  persons  were 
suddenly  deprived  of  employment,  and  w’andering  about  the 
country,  &c. 

Mr.  Tyler  rose  to  present  two  memorials  on  the  subject  of  th« 
pecuniary  embarrassments  and  deranged  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, praying  for  relief— one  signed  by  500  citizens  of  the  town  of 
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Wheeling,  Virginia,  and  the  other  from  500  citizens  of  the  town 
ofNorfolk,  in  the  same  state.  The.se  memorial.^  came,  he  said, 
from  tlie  extremes  of  the  state — from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  At- 
lantic seaboard. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  in  secret 
session  some  hours,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVEK. 

Friday,  Feb.  21.  Mr.  J.  Q.  ^ddams,  on  a proposition  to  amend 
the  journal,  took  an  opportunity  to  pronounce  a beautiful  enlo- 
gium  on  the  character  of  Mr.  VVirt,  which  vve  are  compelled 
to  postpone,  but,  surely,  will  insert. 

After  which  the  bill  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur  was  taken 
up  and  discussed,  and  supported  and  opposed  at  some  length— 
without  coining  to  any  decision  in  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
which  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  observed,  that  to  morrow  was  the 
22d,  [Washington’s  birth  day]  a day  when  it  was  not  usual 
forptiblic  bodies  to  sit.  He  therefore  wished  to  move  that  the 
house,  when  it  did  adjourn,  would  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  tor  inc  Mlspension  of  the 
rule.  It  was  suspended  accordingly,  ayes  li4,  noes  7;  and 
thereupon  the  house  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Feb.  24.  The  house  was  occupied  the  wliole  of  this 
day  with  receiving  petitions,  and  hearing  the  discussions  that 
grew  out  of  them,  though  proceeding  no  further  than  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  call  lor  petitions. 

Petitions  in  favor  of  a restoration  of  the  deposites  were  pre- 
sented as  follows — 

From  Bangor,  Maine,  signed  by  288  persons — from  six  banks 
in  Connecticut— from  the  people  of  New  Haven;  from  Troy, 
signed  by  1,730  persons;  from  Burlington  county,  N.  J.  signed 
by  2,785  persons;  two  from  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  by  Mr. 
Potts;  from  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  signed  by  1,850  per- 
sons. And  here  the  presentation  of  petitions  lor  the  day  was 
arrested  by  the  debate  that  ensued,  of  whicli  we  cannot  make 
room  for  a sketch. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  on  presenting  the  last  mentioned  petition, 
made  some  remarks  to  shew  that  this  petition  did  not  represent 
the  wishes  of  a majority  of  his  constituents,  and  used  some  ex- 
pressions that  were  deemed  offensive,  which  produced  an  inquiry 
from  Mr.  McKennan,  and  a desultory  debate  followed,  in  which 
Messrs.  Binney,  Watmough,  and  others  took  part.  The  petition 
had  been  drawn  up  both  in  English  and  German,  and  Mr.  Muh- 
lenberg had  detached  the  latter  before  its  presentation — but  it 
was  restored  on  the  suggestion  of  several  members.  Then  a 
discussion  on  printing  the  names  look  place,  and  most  of  them 
being  in  German,  it  was  proposed  that  they  should  be  printed 
in  that  language,  and  so  it  was  finally  agreed  by  yeas  and  nays, 
112  to  90.  In  the  course  of  the  debate — 

Mr,  Turrcll  would  oppose,  if  he  stood  alone,  the  printing  of 
till  such  petitions.  It  was  surprising  to  him,  to  hear  such  an 
unnecessary  expense  advocated.  There  was  among  others,  a 
petition  already  printed  on  this  subject  with  sixty-two  pages  of 
names,  at  a considerable  expense.  Those  petitions,  he  believ- 
ed, were  got  up  originally  by  the  bank,  and  those  who  procured 
the  signatures  were  paid  for  their  trouble  out  of  Mr.  Biddle’s 
breeches’  pocket.  He  felt  that  it  was  time  for  the  house  to  take 
a stand,  and  save  the  treasury  this  expense  which  was  sought 
to  be  thrown  upon  it.  It  was  possible  that  many  of  those  who 
signed  the  petitions  from  the  large  cities,  were  stimulated  by 
the  assurance  that  their  names  would  appear  in  a printed  book, 

Mr.  Crockett  said:  Sir,  as  I am  the  only  person  from  Tennes- 
see in  this  house  who  am  opposed  to  the  admini.-^tration,  I hope 
I may  get  a few  words  in;  that  I may  say  what  are  my  own 
notions  on  these  matters — sir,  I think  the  member  from  N.  York, 
<Mr.  Turreli),  who  has  just  spoke,  has  been  a little  testy  in 
bis  objections;  he  talks  much  about  this,  as  if  it  was  a great  mat- 
ter. Sir,  are  we  to  slick  at  such  trifles  as  a few  dollars  in  the 
printing  a matter  so  important.  It  seems,  sir,  to  me  to  be  some- 
thing like  loading  a twenty-four  pounder  to  shoot  a flea.  Sir, 
is  it  not  so.  We  are  spending  3 or  4,000  dollars  in  discussing 
the  printing  of  a matter  that  perhaps  after  all  will  not  be  20  cost. 
But,  sir,  this  is  retrenchment;  but  it  is  the  old  rule  for  retrench- 
ing. I love,  sir,  to  see  the  petitioners  come  here,  and  my  life 
<m  it,  sir,  they  will  come;  aye,  and  from  Indiana,  for  all  that  we 
hear  to  the  contrary;  and  yet  from  my  own  state,  every  day  my 
letters  tell  me  they  wish  this  question  settled. 

They  know  very  well  in  my  district  the  character  of  the  man; 
who  when  he  takes  any  thing  into  his  head,  will  carry  it  into  ef- 
cct.  They  knew  how  I should  act  in  this  bank  business,  for  I told 
them,  before  I was  elected,  how  I should  vote — that  I would 
recharter  the  bank,  and  restore  the  deposites.  Sir,  I get  letters 
.every  day  from  all  parts,  which  tel!  me  these  acts  are  disap- 
probated.  The  question  is  now  whether  we  shall  be  under  the 
old  and  happy  state  of  things,  or  have  a despot.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple have  a right  to  tell  their  grievances,  and  sir,  I tell  you  they 
must  not  be  refused— I can’t  stand  it  longer — I won’t. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  After  the  morning  business — 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  certain  fortifications,  the  question  being  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  IHcZ)u[jic  to  commit  the  bill,  that  its  provisions 
might  be  more  fully  investigated.  This  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Polk,  and  a debate  ensued.  At  last  the  bill  was  recommitted, 
as  it  were  by  consent. 

The  Indian  appropriation  bill  next  came  up — the  question 
tteing  on  a motion  of  Mr.  H.  Everett  to  recommit  it,  which  he 


withdrew,  because  certain  informaiioi)  desired  had  since  been 
oblained.  The  bill  was  read  a third  lime,  and  the  question  be- 
iii2  on  ii.a  pas.sage  a debate  arose  whii  h lasted  until  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  house. 

TVednesday,  Feb.  20.  The  rcsidiition  offered  by  Mr.  MardU 
was  taken  up,  and  discussed  by  Mr.  Clowney,  in  opposition  to 
its  passage,  until  llie  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

The  hotise  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year  1834.  The 
question  being  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  jlfc/fui/ moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  oii  the  slate  of  the  union. 

[The  reasons  assigned  for  the  motion  were  the  necessity  of  a 
more  deliberate  examination  of  tlie  items,  particularly  those 
which  related  to  the  expenditures  for  agents  and  transportation 
of  presents,  for  blacksmiths  and  gunsinillis,  which  last  item,  it 
was  contended,  was  reported  in  the  Indian  annuity  bill,  as  well 
as  the  present. 

It  was  replied,  that  this  was  a regular  appropriation  hill;  that 
the  funds  were  rcipiired  to  pay  expen.<es  incurred  and  indivi- 
duals employed  in  the  Indian  coiiiilry;  that  the  agents  were  ap- 
pointed by  treaty;  and  lliat  the  items  in  (he  bill  were  precisely 
the  same,  except  tliat  they  were  diminished  in  amount,  as  in 
former  bills.] 

The  umiioii  was  supported  by  Mr.  McKay,  Mr.  Coulter,  Mr. 
Hawes,  Mr.  H.  Everett,  Mr.  Fillmore,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  L.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Vinton,  Mr.  Wilde,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Polk,  Mr. 
Sevier,  Mr.  McKinley,  Mr.  Canibreicng  and  Mr.  Beardsley. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  finally  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  106,  nays  101. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  agreed  to,  and  then 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Feb.  27.  The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Mardis  was 
further  discussed,  and  Mr.  Clownei/ having  spoken  to  the  expi- 
ration of  tlie  hour,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Robert  B.  Campbell,  a member  elect  from  South  Carolina  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Singleton,  deceased,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and 
look  his  seat. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  spent  in  considerin';  the  bill 
to  authorise  the  construction  of  abridge  across  the  Potomac, 
and  a bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  certain  revolutionary 
claims. 

— ..v»e  @ «««— 

EEPORT  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  COMMIT- 
TEE, &c. 

The  very  respectable  committee  appointed  to  carry  to 
Washington  the  memorial  of  10,259  citizens  of  Pliila- 
delphia,  (to  whose  names  were  attached  tlieir  various 
professions,  business,  trades,  &c. ) made  a report  of  their 
proceedings  to  a very  numerous  meeting,  convened  at 
the  exchange  on  the  22d  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing it. 

The  facts  stated  hy  the  committee  are  highly  import- 
ant, especially  as  they  occurred  in  their  interview  with 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  we  shall  extract 
that  part  entire.  Much  moderation  is  observed,  as  it 
should  be,  in  this  statement,  and  that  it  is  substantially 
correct,  certified  as  it  is  hy  twenty-one  gentlemen  of  ex- 
alted cliaracter,  cannot  admit  of  a doubt.  Hence  it  as- 
sumes the  shape  of  an  official  paper,  in  relation  to  a most 
interesting  subject.  And  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  private  statements  made  by  the  members,  of  like 
committees  from  the  citizens  of  JVe-w  York  and  Balti- 
more, astonishingly  conform  with  the  facts  more  pre- 
cisely and  publicly  stated  by  the  Philadelphia  commit- 
tee, even  in  the  very  -words  and  terms  used  by  the  presi- 
dent, in  particular  cases.  As  an  evidence  of  this,  we  heard 
the  intelligent  and  worthy  chairman  of  the  Baltimore 
committee  give  a full  narrative  of  what  passed  in  the  in- 
terview with  the  president,  and,  the  next  day,  received 
New  York  papers  with  such  an  account  of  what  happen- 
ed to  the  New  York  committee,  that,  on  meeting  with  the 
chairman  alluded  to,  we  laughingly  charged  him  with 
some  sort  of  second-sight  knowledge  by  which  be  had 
made  his  account  so  nearly  correspond  with  that  of  the 
New  York  gentlemen,  before  ai  publication  had  reached 
us  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  in  the  “Commercial  Adver- 
tiser” of  Feb.  15. 

After  giving  a narrative  of  the  incipient  proceedings 
at  Washington,  as  to  the  presentation  of  the  Philadel- 
phia memorial — the  report  proceeds: 

The  memorial  having  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of  in  both 
houses  of  congress,  the  delegates  thought  it  respectful  to  call 
oil  the  president  of  the  United  Siate.c,  and  make  known  to  him 
the  condition,  the  sufterings  and  opinions  of  tlieir  constituents. 
This  interview  took  place  by  appointment  at  two  o’clock  on 
the  11th  of  February.  The  delegates  having  been  severally  in- 
troduced to  the  president,  were  Veceived  with  such  poliienees 
and  courtesy  of  manner,  as  to  justify  the  expectation  of  a pa- 
tient and  candid  hearings  Pn  this,  however,  they  were  disap- 
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pointed.  The  chairman  had  hardly  announced  in  one  or  two 
sentences  the  peneral  nature  of  our  mission,  when  the  presi- 
dent interrupted  him,  and  proceeded  in  a vehement  discourse 
of  more  than  twenty  minutes  duration,  to  announce  to  ns,  and 
through  us  to  our  constituents,  his  ojiiniovs  and  his  determina- 
tions ill  reference  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposiles,  the  rechar- 
ter of  tlie  bank,  and  the  future  disposition  of  tlie  public  reve- 
nue. In  the  course  of  those  remarks  (which  as  they  were  long, 
and  somewhat  desultory,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  present 
in  detail),  the  following  positions  were  distinctly  assumed  by 
the  president; 

1.  That  application  for  relief  must  be  made  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  not  to  him;  that  whatever  distress  exist- 
ed in  the  community  (and  he  believed  there  was  some  distress) 
had  been  caused  by  the  bank,  which  was  hoarding  its  specie 
and  curtailing  its  discounts  in  order  to  crush  the  state  banks 
and  compel  the  government  to  abandon  its  policy.  That  the 
executive  had  no  power  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  com- 
munity, but  that  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  might  effect  that 
object  by  electing  directors  who  would  conduct  its  affairs  ho- 
nestly and  on  principles  of  Christian  benevolence. 

2.  That  the  present  directors  of  the  bank  had  violated  its 
charter,  by  giving  to  the  president  the  whole  power  of  the  bank; 
a power  to  use  its  funds  without  voucher  or  receipt.  That 
such  a power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  was  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  and  had  been  used  to  destroy  the  elec- 
tive franchise.  That  the  president  of  the  bank,  if  an  honest 
man,  would  not  have  accepted  a trust  so  unlawful.  That  for 
these  reasons  he  regarded  the  hank  as  a monster  of  corruption, 
which  Ae  was  determined  to  put  down.  That  a bank  so  using 
its  powers  ought  (as  he  repeatedly  expressed  it)  to  be  robbed  of 
those  powers. 

3.  That  the  law  creating  tlie  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  was 
in  liis  opinion  unconstilulional.  That  no  power  to  create  a 
national  bank  was  conferred,  or  intended  to  be  conferred  by 
the  constitution— that  the  provision  by  which  congress  was  au- 
thorised to  regulate  the  currency,  had  reference  only  to  domes- 
tic and  foreign  coin,  and  not  to  paper  of  any  description. 

4.  That  having  made  up  hi*  mind  irrevocably  upon  all  these 
points— .^nrfrcic  Jackson  never  would  restore  the  deposites  to 
the  bank— .>3ndre«e  Jackson  would  never  recharter  that  monster 
of  corruption — that  neither  persuasion  nor  coercion,  nor  the 
opinions  of  the  people,  nor  the  voice  of  the  legislature,  could 
shake  his  fixed  determination— that  sooner  than  consent  to  re- 
store the  deposites,  or  recharler  the  bank,  he  would  undergo 
the  tortures  of  ten  Spanish  inquisitions;  that  sooner  than  live 
in  a country  where  such  a power  prevailed,  he  would  seek  an 
A.<ylum  in  the  wilds  of  Arabia. 

5.  It  was  announced  by  the  president  that  he  meant  to  conti- 
nue the  present  system  of  collecting  the  revenue  by  the  state 
hanks,  until  the  exjieriment  had  been  fully  tried,  and  at  all  events 
until  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank. 
That  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  experiment,  nor  that 
the  state  banks  w'ould  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  country. 
That  Ac  would  furnish  the  country  with  as  good,  nay,  a better 
and  more  solvent  currency  than  that  of  the  national  bank— that 
he  had  early  foreseen  and  provided  against  the  inclination  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  crush  the  state  banks,  and  that  his 
interpo.silion  alone  had  saved  them  from  ruin — that  he  would 
continue  to  protect  the  state  banks  by  all  the  means  in  his 
power. 

6.  The  president  admitted  that  considerable  distress  had  fol- 
Imved  the  action  of  the  government  in  relation  to  the  deposites. 
He  had  never  doubted  that  AroAers  and  stock  speculators,  and  all 
who  were  doing  business  upon  borrowed  capital,  would  suffer  se- 
verely under  the  effects  of  the  measure,  and  that  all  such  peo- 
ple ought  to  break. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  are  believed  to  contain  all  the  im- 
portant ideas  expressed  by  the  president,  in  the  first  part  of  his 
discourse  to  the  delegates.  Jn  some  emphatic  expressions  his 
language  is  accurately  preserved,  wMiile  his  numerous  repeti 
tions  of  the  same  idea  in  different  words,  which  served  unne- 
cessarily to  prolong  the  interview,  have  been  avoided.  Once 
or  twice  the  chairman  took  occasion  to  explain  that  he  seemed 
to  misapprehend  the  position  of  the  delegates;  that  they  had  not 
come  to  represent  the  hank  or  promote  its  ititerests,  but  to  lay 
before  him  the  condition  and  wishes  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
unconnected  with  that  institution  and  engaged  in  the  various 
departments  of  commerce  and  industry.  Such  explanations, 
Iiowever,  produced  no  visible  effect  on  the  tenor  of  the  presi- 
dent’s discourse,  nor  did  he  allow  an  opportunity  to  make  those 
ctatements  as  to  the  condition  of  this  community,  with  which 
the  delegates  were  especially  charged. 

In  reference  to  his  declaration,  that  he  would  continue  the 
present  system  of  collecting  the  revenue  through  the  state 
banks,  until  the  experiment  had  been  fairly  tried,  one  ofthe  de- 
legates inquired,  whether  he  had  determined  upon  any  plan  by 
which  the  country  might  be  relieved  in  case  the  experiment 
failed.  His  answer  was,  that  he  was  disposed  to  be  candid, 
and  would  explain  his  views  on  that  point.  That  in  order  to 
restore  the  currency  to  the  condition  intended  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  place  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country  where  the 
sages  of  the  constitution  found  and  If'll  them,  he  proposed  to 
put  out  of  circulation  all  notes  of  five  dollars  and  under  by  plac- 
ing the  public  money  in  such  state  banks,  as  w'ould  issue  no 
notes  beloxv  ten  dollars— and  by  forhiddine  the  receipt  in  pay- 
ment of  the  revenue  of  ihe  notes  of  all  banks,  which  should 
issue  notes  under  ten  dollars. 


That  the  same  process  would  next  be  pursued  in  reference  to 
all  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and  thus  a metallic  currency  be 
ensured  for  all  the  common  purposes  of  life,  while  the  use  of 
bank  notes  would  be  confined  to  those  engaged  in  commerce. 

The  same  delegate  having  inquired  when  he  proposed  to  put 
this  plan  into  execution,  the  answer  was,  not  immediately — not 
UMlil  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates.  Go  home,  gentlemen,  (said  lie)  and  lell  the  bank  ofthe 
United  Stales  to  relieve  the  country  by  increasing  its  business. 
Let  the  United  Stales  bank  make  no  fun  upon  the  state  hanks, 
and  I will  take  care  that  the  state  banks  imike  no  run  upon  her. 
Let  the  war  between  the  banks  cease,  and  all  will  be  well  in 
forty-eight  hours.  The  bank  of  the  United  States  is  trying  to 
crurh  the  state  banks.  Tell  the  state  banks  that  1 will  protect 
them,  and  that  the  power  of  the  United  States  bank  is  nearly 
gone,  and  that  it  will  be  compelled  to  cease  its  piesent  course. 
Here  one  of  the  delegates  observed  to  the  president — we  are 
mnny  of  us,  sir,  connected  with  state  banks,  and  yet  we  know 
of  no  sucii  warfare  between  them  and  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  you  speak  of.  It  does  not  exist  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. There  is,  on  the  contrary,  the  utmost  good  will  and 
harmony  between  tin*  United  States  bank  and  the  other  banks 
of  our  oily,  and  nearly  all  the  latter  are  in  favor  of  a recharler. 
To  which  the  president  quickly  replied — I know  all  about  it,  sir; 

1 know  that  some  of  your  banks  have  combined  in  favor  of  the 
bank  ofthe  United  Slates;  I have  examined  the  whole  subject, 
and  understand  it  belter  than  any  of  you.  I have  looked  im- 
partially at  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  have  the  best  infor- 
mation on  the  subject,  from  Maine  to  New  Orleans,  from  the 
most  undoubted  sources.  I learn  this  morning,  (Feb.  11),  from 
New  York,  that  slocks  are  rising,  and  that  money  is  becoming 
abundant.  Let  the  directors  of  the  bank  pursue  their  business 
on  principles  of  Christian  benevolence,  and  all  will  be  well. 
Let  them  wind  up  the  business  of  the  bank,  w'ilhoui  attempting 
to  break  down  the  government,  and  force  a recharter,  and  it 
will  die  with  the  blessings  of  thousands;  otherwise,  it  will  have 
the  curses  of  millions.  I have  read  the  scriptures,  gentlemen, 
and  I find  that  when  Moses  ascended  the  mountain,  the  children 
of  Israel  rebelled,  and  made  a golden  calf  and  worshipped  it, 
and  it  brought  a curse  upon  them.  This  bank  will  be  a greater 
curse.  I have  no  hostility  to  the  bank;  I am  willing  it  should 
expire  in  peace;  but  if  it  does  persist  in  its  war  with  the  govern- 
ment, I have  a measure  in  contemplation  which  will  destroy  it 
at  once,  and  w'hich  1 am  resolved  to  apply,  be  the  consequences 
to  individuals  what  they  may.  The  bank  has  in  circulation  ten 
millions  of  checks,  which  I have  no  doubt  are  illegal,  and  which 
I will  direct  the  slate  banks  to  refuse  in  p.aymenl  of  the  public 
revenue.  These  checks  must  then  be  returned  upon  the  bank, 
and  will  drain  her  of  the  specie  she  is  hoarding.  This  measure 
I will  apply,  unless  the  bank  desists  from  its  course. 

Here  the  chairman  remarked,  that  the  bank  was  perfectly 
aware  ofthe  design  ofthe  executive  in  reference  to  the  checks, 
and  gave  it  as  a reason  for  not  extending  its  discounts,  and  for 
retaining  so  large  an  amount  of  specie  on  hand.  That  daily  and 
hourly  applications  for  relief  were  made  by  our  citizens  to  the 
bank,  without  eflect.  That  the  directors  of  that  institution  felt 
bound  to  husband  their  resources  and  stand  on  the  defensive, 
while  so  serious  a weapon  is  in  the  hands  of  the  executive. 
Well  sir,  replied  the  president,  let  them  do  right  and  I will  not 
injure  them,  but  if  they  persist  in  measures  which  I deem  op- 
pressive and  unjust,  they  must  expect  to  feel  my  power.  In  the 
course  of  these  remarks,  of  which  a plain  and  certainly  not  an 
exaggerated  sketch  has  been  attempted  by  your  delegates,  the 
president  very  frequently  used  the  expression  that  HE  was  de- 
termined to  place  and  to  leave  HIS  government,  where  the  sa- 
ges who  framed  the  constitution  found  and  left  it,  and  also  to 
place  the  currency  and  revenue  of  the  country  where  the  sage* 
found  and  left  it. 

It  occurred  to  several  of  the  delegates  to  ask  for  an  explana- 
tion of  phrases  which  conveyed  no  distinct  or  tangible  meaning 
to  their  minds.  Their  historical  reading  had  taught  them,  that 
the  framers  of  the  eonstitution  found  the  government  in  anar- 
chy and  left  it  in  order;  that  they  found  the  currency  and  reve- 
nue in  ruins,  and  left  both  in  a state  of  exalted  prosperity;  and 
that  one  of  the  instruments  by  which  this  change  had  been  ef- 
fected, was  a national  hank,  bearing  almost  equal  date  with  the 
constitution  itself— a bank  of  Ihe  same  kind  which  the  presi- 
dent had  stittmatized  as  a monstrous  contrivance  above  and 
against  both  the  constilutioti  and  the  law.  Fearing,  however, 
that  it  might  lead  to  a controversy  about  facts  and  history,  and 
unwilling  to  contend  with  one  whose  opportunities  at  least 
have  been  better  than  their  own,  they  abstained  from  inquiries 
which  their  curiosity  strongly  urged,  but  which  promised  to 
lead  to  no  useful  result. 

The  interview  had  now  lasted  about  an  hour,  and  during  that 
period  ii  had  been  impossible  for  the  delegates,  without  unpar- 
donable rudeness  towards  the  chief  mtigistrate  of  the  nation,  to 
explain  to  him  their  business  and  their  wishes.  It  had  become 
obvious,  moreover,  that  his  mind  was  pre-occupied  by  a view 
of  the  subject,  which  would  neutralize  the  effects  of  facts  or 
reasoning,  that  he  regarded  the  whole  question  as  a contest  be- 
tween the  bank  on  the  one  hand,  and  him  and  II fS  government 
on  the  other;  a contest  in  which  the  people  had  no  concern, 
except  as  they  might  array  themselves  as  partisans  of  either, 
that  he  considered  his  own  power,  and  the  stability  of  HIS  go- 
vernment staked  upon  the  issue;  and  consequently  that  the  ar- 
guments of  those  who  disclaimed  connection  with  either  party, 
and  owed  no  nllegianco  but  to  truth  and  juatiee,  and  the  con- 
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mon  weal,  would  either  be  rejected  without  a hearing,  or  if 
tieard,  would  be  utterly  disregarded. 

The  delegates,  tlierelbre,  as  .soon  as  this  painful  and  (as  free 
citizens  they  must  add)  humiliating  conviction  wa.s  forced  upon 
their  minds,  rose  to  take  leave.  One  of  their  number  seized 
the  opportunity  of  a parting  word- to  say,  with  emphasis,  that  to 
the  president,  aiul  to  his  conduct  in  removing  the  public  depo- 
sitee, the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  attributed  the  distress  under 
which  they  tabor.  His  reply  to  this  remark  was  but  a repetition 
of  assertions  previously  made,  and  the  delegates  retired  with 
no  cause  of  complaint  as  to  their  personal  trealincnt,  but  indig 
nant  that  the  voice  of  more  than  ten  thousand  citizens,  could 
be  deemed  by  the  president  unworthy  his  attention,  and  with  a 
sad  conviction  that  the  high  places  of  power,  in  a land  boasting 
of  its  freedom,  were  closed  and  barred  against  unpalatable  truth. 

The  committee  then  proceerled  to  give  an  account  of 
the  further  proceedings,  holding  out  encouraging  pros- 
pects as  to  the  result,  iu  changes  of  opinion  effected,  or 
expected  to  be  made,  in  the  minds  of  members  of  con- 
gress; and  they  exhort  the  people  to  perseverance,  in  a 
hope  that  their  representatives  will  finally  act  to  relieve 
the  awful  and  extensive  public  distress  that  prevails. 
This  part  is  very  interesting,  but  we  cannot  get  room  for 
it,  at  length.  They  refer  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  call  upon  the  people  to  redeem 
themselves  and  their  country,  &c. 

The  report  concludes  as  follows: 

One  word  of  exhortation  to  their  fellow  citizens  and  the  de- 
legates have  done.  It  is  no  common  occasion  which  has  called 
for  this  unprecedented  assemblage.  The  evils  to  be  averted  are  of 
no  common  character,  and  call  for  the  exertion  of  extraordinary 
energy.  A contest  has  commenced — the  parties  to  which  are 
the  people  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  executive  on  the  other — a 
contest  full  of  difficulty  and  involving  our  dearest  interests 
as  citizens  and  as  freemen.  Let  all  so  regard  it,  and  let 
all  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  show  they  understand  its 
nature  and  its  consequences.  Let  him  that  liath  property, 
spare  of  his  abundance  to  secure  the  remainder;  let  him  that 
hath  talents  or  affluence  expend  them  freely  in  the  cause  of 
social  happiness  and  of  chartered  rights — and  he  that  hath  nei- 
ther of  these,  let  him  bring  a patriot’s  heart  and  a patriot’s  voice 
as  his  most  acceptable  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country. 

Let  old  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  tlie  learned  and  the  un- 
learned join  hand  in  hand,  and  with  one  voice  and  spirit,  as 
they  have  one  interest  in  the  event,  unite  their  efforts  to  hind 
up  the  wounds  of  their  afflicted  country  and  restore  her  once 
more  to  health  and  prosperity.  If  the  prevalence  of  such  a 
feeling  shall  date  from  this  day,  the  hallowed  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  the  father  of  his  country,  each  succeeding  return  of  tlie 
same  auspicious  day,  will  carry  with  it  an  additional  claim  to 
the  respect  and  veneration  of  the  American  people. 

Signed  by  the  committee  as  follows: 


Elihd  Chauncey, 
Thomas  Fassitt, 
James  Martin, 
William  Gill, 
John  Strothers, 
Samuel  Comly, 
Caleb  Cope, 
Joseph  H.  Dulles, 
Thomas  Fletcher, 
Gideon  Scull, 
John  Waters, 


Robert  T.  Potts, 
Benjamim  Naglee, 
Henry  Troth, 
Mordecai  D.  Lewis, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Merrit  Canby, 

John  S.  Warner, 

J.  Fisher  Leaning, 
Isaac  Macauley, 
Joseph  McIlvaine, 
Bela  Badger. 


Caleb  Cojie,  esq.  on  behalf  of  the  delegation,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  seconded  by  Jos. 
R.  /ngersoZZ, esq . by  which  gentleman  they  were  most  eloquent- 
ly and  ably  supported,  and  were  adopted  without  dissent. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolutions. 

Whereas^  it  is  believed,  that  a sound  currency  is  essential  to 
national  prosperity,  and  that  to  the  influence  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  are  to  be  attributed  the  advantages  of  a sound 
and  equal  circulating  medium,  high  public  credit  and  low  rates 
of  interest,  in  the  enjoyment  of  which,  private  enterprise  has 
flourished,  and  the  finances  of  the  state  and  general  govern- 
ment have  been  successfully  managed,  and  it  is  evident  that 
the  attempts  now  made  to  break  up  a system  so  fully  tested  and 
80  admirably  adapted  to  our  country,  are  highly  injurious,  and 
if  persisted  in  will  be  destructive  alike  to  public  and  private 
prosperity,  Therefore 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  present  crisis,  so  full  of  danger  to  the 
constitution,  and  so  marked  by  assaults  upon  all  that  is  valuable 
in  property  and  in  civil  rights,  demands  our  resolute,  active  and 
unyielding  efforts,  to  restore  the  broken  faith  of  the  government 
and  to  sustain  the  institutions  of  our  country. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  avowed  intention  of  the  executive  to 
prosecute  an  EXPERIMENT  on  the  national  currency,  by 
wielding  at  his  sole  will  the  entire  revenue,  is  a usurpation  in- 
compatible with  our  system  of  government,  and  at  utter  vari- 
ance with  the  duties  of  a chief  magistrate  of  a republic,  who  is 
no  more  above  the  law  than  the  humblest  citizen  of  our  land. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sentiments  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  his  manner  and  tone  at  the  recent  interview  with  the 
delegatee  from  this  community,  and  his  open  declarations  on 
that  and  other  occasions,  evince  a eettied  purpose  to  destroy 


the  present  currency  of  the  eounlry,  by  a ra'li  and  rniiions  ex- 
periment. 'i'hat  by  his  tli.-^regard  of  (,onsei)iiciices,  rn-‘iilling 
Irnm  the  mi!asures  of  iiis  administration;  by  his  reluetaiif-e  to 
listen  to  facts  or  reason,  and  by  snhstituiiiig  the  person.il  feel- 
ings and  arbitrary  will  of  ANDREW  JACKSON,  in  place  of  the 
official  dignity  and  coRsliliitional  action  of  the  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  UNITED  S'PATES,  he  lias  infrodiiced  into  the  go- 
vernment a feature  unknown  to  the  constitution  and  dangerous 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  common  prosperity  of  the  inhibitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  more  especially  the  peculiar  interests  of 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  de- 
mand an  immediate  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
so  tlial  confidence  may  be  restored,  lost  faitli  be  recovered, 
an  impulse  to  industry  be  given,  and  our  country  be  raised  from 
its  present  despondency,  to  a stale  of  active  and  cheerful  ch- 
terjirtee. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  present  suspension  of  commerce  and 
the  arts;  and  in  the  consequent  distress  spread  through  society, 
we  see  hut  the  beginning  of  those  evils,  which  if  they  he  not  re- 
medied by  the  action  of  congress,  will  eventually  produce  most 
extended  ruin — that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man,  who  has  any 
thing  to  lose  by  a revolution,  or  any  thing  to  gain  by  a govern- 
ment of  laws,  to  put  forth  his  strength  in  behalf  of  his  country, 
and  not  to  give  back  until  truth  shall  prevail,  and  the  country 
be  restored  to  its  former  prosperity. 

6.  Resolved,  That,  in  a crisis  like  this,  all  minor  differences 
of  opinion,  all  secondary  distinctions  of  section  or  of  party 
should  be  cast  aside,  and  the  freemen  of  the  country  should  be 
urged  to  rally  under  the  broad  banner  of  the  con.stiiution,  in  de- 
fence of  their  primary  and  essential  rights. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  oilier 
states,  be  invited  to  hold  county  and  town  meetings,  for  the 
purpose  of  averting  the  approacliing  ruin — and  it  is  recommend- 
ed that  committees  of  correspondence  he  organized,  and  that 
deputations  from  each  meeting  be  sent  to  Washington,  to  explain 
to  congress  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  to  enforce  the 
necessity  of  immediate  relief;  by  a restoration  of  the  currency 
and  public  confidence. 

8.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  lo  the  freemen  of  the 
several  counties  of  Pennsylvania  who  agree  with  ns  in  senti- 
ment as  to  the  causes  and  remedy  of  the  present  distress  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  a general  conveniion  to  be  held  in  Harrisburg, 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  measures  lo  restore  the  prosperity  of 
the  country. 

9.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  Girard 
bank  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ought  not  to  retain  the  public 
deposiies  and  thereby  cotintenance  and  uphold  a system  which 
is  believed  to  be  unlawful,  and  which  experience  has  already 
shown  to  have  a disastrous  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
city. 

10.  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  thirty  be  appointed  by  this 
meeting  with  power  to  convene  from  time  to  time,  to  fill  vacan- 
cies in  their  own  body  or  otherwise  lo  enforce  the  objects  of 
this  meeting  at  Washington,  Harrisburg  and  elsewhere,  to  cor- 
respond with  other  committees  thronghont  the  United  States, 
and  to  adopt  snch  measures  as  in  their  judgment  will  tend  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  to  con- 
tinue the  same  until  their  exertions  shall  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. 

Some  other  resolutions  of  a local  nature,  or  as  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  committee,  &c,  were  passed,  and  the  wliole 
are  signed  by 

John  A.  Brown,  president — Samuel  Richards,  Wil- 
liam Gill,  Benjamin  Naglee,  George  Miller,  Bela  Bad- 
ger, Israel  Roberts,  Thomas  Fletcher,  Robert  Burton, 
John  Scholefield,  vice  presidents,  and  Jacob  M.  Thomas, 
Henry  C.  Corbit,  Richard  Morgan,  J.  C.  Wolbert,  se- 
cretaries. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  nine  hearty  cheers 
were  given  for  the  “constitution  and  tlie  laws,” 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  February  17. 

PENSION  AGENCY— united  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  Clayton  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom 
have  been  referred  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  of  the  4th  February  last,  and  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  funds,  books  and  pa- 
pers connected  with  the  pension  agency  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832,  have  agreed 
on  the  following  report: 

The  message  and  documents  referred  to  the  committee  show 
the  fact,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  declined  to 
comply  with  an  order  of  the  department  of  war,  issued  on  the 
2d  of  January,  1834,  demanding  a surrender  of  the  funds,  bonks 
and  papers  belonging  to  the  pension  agency  of  the  hank,  under 
the  act  of  congress  approved  on  the  7lh  of  June,  1832,  entitled 
“an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sur- 
viving officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution.”  The  orders  ap- 
pear to  have  been  issued  hy  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  act- 
ing under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  and  it  announces 
the  appointment,  on  the  same  day,  of  fifteen  new  pension 
agents  to  perform  the  duties  heretofore  performed  by  the  bank 
as  pension  agents  under  that  law.  Those  agents  are  the  presi- 
dents of  certain  state  banks  to  which  a portion  of  the  public 
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deposiles  has  been  removed  by  the  late  order  of  the  secretary 
of  the  Ireastiry.  At  the  same  time,  and  by  the  said  order,  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  commanded  to  ccasc  paying  pen- 
sions under  the  law  referred  to.  The  bank  in  reply  to  the 
mandate  of  the  secretary,  while  it  respectfully  declines  to  de- 
liver the  funds  and  papers  as  directed,  without  the  consent  of 
congress,  profess  its  perfect  willingness  to  surrender  its  trust  as 
pension  agents,  if  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  congress  to  release 
it  from  the  charge,  but  regarding  such  a surrender,  without  the 
permission,  lo  he  a violation  of  its  duty  to  congress  and  the 
country,  it  awaits  some  decision,  either  legislative  or  judicial, 
to  discharge  it  from  the  burden  of  this  agency,  or  lo  reinstate  it 
in  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  In  the  mean  time,  fearing  an  ob- 
stacle in  the  settlement  of  its  accounts  for  future  disbursements, 
should  it  pay  any  more  pensioners  under  this  act,afler  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  secretary,  it  has  obeyed  his  injunction  to  cease 
paying  them  until  further  directions. 

For  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank,  the  message,  if  it  does 
not  invoke  the  vengeance  of  the  public  against  the  institution, 
certainly  denounces  it  as  the  cause  of  all  the  delay  and  embar- 
rassment which  has  occurred  since  the  secretary’s  order  in  the 
payment  of  the  debt  which  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  has 
awarded  to  the  surviving  veterans  of  the  revolution.  The  pre- 
sident considers  the  conduct  of  the  bank  as  an  usurpation  of 
the  functions  of  the  judicial  power,  and  an  attempt  to  prescribe 
to  the  executive  department  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  exe- 
cute the  trust  confided  to  it  by  law;  condemns  it  as  without  ex- 
ample in  the  history  of  our  country,  and  declares  that,  if  the 
acts  of  the  executive  may  be  thus  checked,  and  controlled 
*^the  whole  frame  of  our  government  is  changed.” 

The  committee  have  examined  the  questions  growing  out  of 
the  documents  referred  to  them  with  all  the  care  required  by  a 
matter  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment, touches  the  honor  of  that  government,  as  well  as  the 
just  claims  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  revolution.  They 
have  found  no  ground  for  any  difference  of  opinion  among 
themselves,  and  they  now  unanimously  submit  the  following 
view  of  the  whole  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

The  15th  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  approved  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1816,  provides  that  during  the  continuance  of  that  act,  the  cor- 
poration shall,  among  other  things,  “do  and  perform  the  several 
and  respective  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  se- 
veral states,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  required 
by  law.”  In  less  than  one  year  after  the  approval  of  this  act, 
congress  passed  “the  act  transferring  the  duties  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  abolish- 
ing the  office  of  commissioner  of  loans,”  which  act  was  ap- 
proved on  the  3d  of  March,  1817.  Both  statutes  were  passed  by 
the  fourteenth  congress.  The  first  section  of  the  last  act  pro- 
vides, “that  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  and  its  several  branches 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  several  states; 
and  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  and  its  several  branches,  and  such 
state  banks  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  employ  in 
those  states  where  no  branch  bank  shall  be  established,  shall 
observe  and  conform  to  the  directions  which  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  touching 
the  execution  of  the  duties  aforesaid.  ” 

This  statute  in  connexion  with  the  loth  section  of  the  charter, 
imposed  a burden  on  the  bank  important  to  the  government, 
and  still  more  important  to  those  who  were  the  most  meritori- 
ous objects  of  its  bounty.  For  while  that  section  enjoined  it 
as  a duty  on  the  corporation  to  give  the  necessary  facilities  for 
transferring  the  public  moneys  to  any  part  of  the  country,  and 
for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors, 
without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  allowance  on  ac- 
count of  the  difference  of  exchange,  the  same  section,  in  con- 
junction with  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  made  it  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  bank  to  assume  the  agency  of  paying  all 
pensioners  of  the  government;  such  being  at  this  time,  one  of 
the  principal  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans.  But  the 
agent  thus  appointed  by  special  act  of  congress  was  not  vested 
with  a general  discretion  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties.  It 
was  bound  to  confornt  to  the  directions  of  the  secretary,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  “touching  the  execution  of  the 
duties  aforesaid.”  The  power  of  the  executive  over  the  bank, 
in  this  matter,  was  conferred  by  congress,  and  the  extent  of 
the  power  of  the  former  over  the  latter  was  clearly  defined  by 
the  same  authority.  No  right  is  vested  in  the  executive  to  an- 
nihilate the  agency  of  the  bank,  or  to  substitute  another  at  exe- 
cutive discretion.  The  agency  shall  exist,  says  the  law — the 
bank  shall  pay  certain  moneys;  but  as  to  the  time  and  place  of 
payment,  the  portions  of  these  pensions  to  be  paid  in  certain 
cases:  in  short,  in  all  things  teuchin^  the  manner  of  executing  Us 
duties,  this  public  servant  shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of 
another  who  shall,  so  far  exercise  a superintendance  over  the 
former.  The  duties  enjoined  on  the  bank  by  this  act  are,  mi- 
nisterial— those  of  the  secretary  are  supervisory;  and  the  two  au- 
thorities do  no  more  clash  witli  each  other  than  those  of  the 
court  and  the  marshal  of  the  district,  each  of  which  is  created 
by  law,  and  liable  to  all  the  restraints  imposed  by  that  law. 
The  bank  being  subject  to  the  liabilities  of  a paying  agent,  was 
to  have  the  choice  of  its  own  sub-agents  among  the  state  banks 
in  those  states  where  no  branch  bank  of  the  United  States  was 
established;  and  by  a proviso  of  the  third  section  of  the  same 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  a saving  clause  was  introduced 


for  its  benefit  in  case  no  state  bank  should  be  established  by 
law  in  any  one  of  the  states,  in  which  case  the  agency  for  mi- 
litary pensions  in  that  stale  was  not  to  be  *-fl'ected  by  the  act. 

The  committee  consider  that  the  attorney  general  manifestly 
errs  when  he  represents  the  “presidents  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  its  several  branches”  as  the  agents  constituted  by 
this  act.  The  only  agents  known  to  the  law  were  the  hank  and 
its  several  branches.  They,  and  not  their  respective  presidents, 
were  required  to  do  the  several  duties  of  commissioilers  of 
loans.  'I'lie}’,  not  their  presidents,  were  to  cln)ose  sub-agents 
among  the  slate  banks,  and  the  injunction  to  observe  and  con- 
form to  the  directions  of  the  secretary  in  regard  to  the  execution 
of  their  duties  operated  on  them,  not  on  their  several  presidents 
merely.  The  attorney  general  says,  the  law  of  1817,  by  which 
the  duties  then  performed  by  the  commississoners  of  loans, 
including  the  general  pension  agency,  are  transferred  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  expressly  declares  that  these  powers 
“shall  be  performed”  by  the  president  of  the  bank  and  its 
branches,  and  that  their  acts  shall  be  countersigtied  by  the 
cashier.”  It  is  true,  that  the  second  section,  to  which  he  pro- 
bably referred,  enacts  “that  all  such  duties  and  acts  as  are  now 
done  and  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  loans,  in  transfer- 
ring stock  from  the  books  of  one  loan  office  to  another,  or  lo  the 
books  of  the  treasury,  or  from  the  hooks  of  the  treasury  to  the 
books  of  the  loan  offices  shall  be  done  and  performed  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  presidents  of  the 
several  branches  of  the  said  bank,  and  by  the  presidents  of  such 
state  banks  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  employ,  (in 
states  where  no  branch  of  the  United  Stales’ bank  shall  be  es- 
tablished); and  the  acts  of  the  presidents  aforesaid  shall  be 
countersigned  by  the  cashiers  of  those  banks  respectively.” 
This  section  is  the  only  one  prescribing  services  to  be  performed 
by  the  presidents  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  unless  the  third 
section  should  be  deemed  to  be  of  this  character,  which  directs 
the  transfer  of  the  papers  to  the  presidents,  while  it  unequivo- 
cally recognizes  them  only  as  agents  of  the  bank  to  receive 
those  papers,  by  an  express  direction  that  the  notice  of  the 
transfer  shall  be,  “that  the  duties  will  be  transferred  to  the 
hank.’’  Where  the  attorney  general  can  find  that  part  of  the 
law  of  1817,  by  which  the  general  pension  agency  is  transferred 
to  the  presidents  or  cashiers  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  or 
which  “expressly  declares  that  the  pow’ers  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans,  including  the  general  pension  agency,  shall  be 
performed  by  the  presidents  of  the  bank  and  its  branches,  with 
the  counter-signature  of  the  cashiers,  the  committee  are  at  a 
loss  to  imagine.  It  is  true,  that,  as  sub-delegates  and  organs  of 
the  hank,  they  have  been  sometimes  addressed  as  pension 
agents  in  the  correspondence  with  the  department  which  they 
have  always  conducted.  It  is  true,  that,  as  the  agents  of  the 
bank,  conducting  business  by  its  orders,  the  pension  rolls  have 
been  sent  to  them  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  bank;  and 
that  as  the  officers  of  the  corporation,  they  have  been  directed  lo 
inscribe  the  name  of  ihe  pensioner  on  the  rolls;  and  to  pay  to  the 
time  of  the  semi-annual  payment,  if  the  claimant  should  be  still 
living,  and,  if  not,  then  up  to  the  day  of  his  death.  So  the 
cashiers  of  the  several  branches  might  have  performed  the  same 
duties  with  the  consent  of  the  bank;  and  we  find  that,  under 
the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  business  of 
this  agency,  so  far  as  regards  the  pension  act  of  the  15th  of 
May,  1828,  has  been  conducted  through  the  cashier  of  the 
branch  bank  of  the  United  States  at  VV’ashington.  The  error 
to  which  we  have  referred  admits  a construction  which  would 
deny  the  liability  of  the  institution  whose  capital  is  tiound  for 
the  safety  of  the  pension  fund.  It  would  divide  that  liability 
among  the  presidents  of  the  branches,  who  never  gave  bonds 
for  the  money,  and  whose  personal  responsibilitv  would,  if  the 
opinion  we  controvert  were  sound,  furnish  the  only  security 
for  the  safety  of  the  millions  which  have  been  entrusted  to  the 
bank  on  the  credit  of  its  whole  capital.  It  is  the  more  unob- 
jectionable as  it  would  strengthen  the  untenable  position  that 
the  pension  agent  of  this  government,  accountable  now  for  the 
payment  of  more  than  twenty-three  thousand  pensioners,  is, 
and  ever  has  been,  a creature  of  the  executive,  and  not  the  de- 
legated agent  of  congress. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  there  can  be  no  greater  error 
on  this  subject  than  to  suppose  that  it  is  through  a mere  ex- 
ercise of  executive  authority  that  the  banks  has  became  the 
legal  agent  for  the  payment  of  pension  money — “It  took.”  says 
the  attorney  general,  “the  agency  from  the  commissioners  of 
loans  by  substitution  in  their  stead:  and  those  commissioners 
derived  it  from  an  executive  regulation.”  But  the  substitution 
was  by  an  act  of  congress.  In  addition  lo  those  parts  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  to  which  we  have  referred 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  this,  the  third  section  of  the  same 
act  directs  “that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  notify  the  president  of  the  United  States  that  the  duty 
now  performed  by  the  commissioners  of  loans  will  be  transfer- 
red to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  so  direct  the 
commissioners  of  loans,  and  the  agents  for  military  pensions 
where  there  is  no  commissioner,  respectively,  in  the  several 
states,  to  deliver  to  the  president  of  the  United  States  bank  or 
to  the  president  of  a branch  thereof,  or  to  the  president  of  such 
state  bank  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may  employ  on 
such  day  or  days  as  he  m.ay  designate,  the  register  and  all  the 
records  ahd  papers  of  the  respective  officers,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  commissioners  of  loans,  and  agents  for  pensioners 
to  comply  with  the  said  direction,  and  also  to  duplicate  receipts 
for  the  delivery  Of  the  papers  and  records  herein  described,  on# 
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of  Which  shall  be  transmitted  without  delay  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury— Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
extend  to  any  agent  for  military  pensions  in  any  state  where 
there  is  no  bank  established  by  law.”  The  fourth  section  of  the 
act  abolishes  the  offices  of  commissioners  of  loans  upon  the 
delivery  of  the  said  records  and  papers.  The  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  loans,  was  created  by  tlie  act  of  congress  “making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States”  approved  on  the 
4th  of  August,  1790.  The  commissioner  of  each  state  was 
thereby  enjoined,  among  other  things,  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
loan  proposed  by  that  act  as  tlie  same  should  become  due,  and 
generally  to  observe  and  perform  such  directions  and  regula- 
tions as  should  be  prescribed  to  liini  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  touching  the  execution  of  his  office.  The  twelfth  sec- 
tion of  the  same  act  compels  the  commissioners  to  give  bonds, 
with  one  or  more  securities,  conditioned  for  their  good  be- 
haviour in  their  offices,  respectively.  Whether  these  officers 
were  originally  bound  by  executive  regulation  only,  or  by  ex- 
press act  of  congress,  to  discharge  the  duty  of  agent  for  the  pay- 
ment of  military  pensions,  is  of  no  consequence,  if  it  be  con- 
ceded, as  it  is,  that  such  was  a part  of  their  duties.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  and  the  attorney  general,  in  their  several  com- 
munications referred  to  the  committee  alike  admit  the  well 
known  fact  that  these  commissioners  were  employed  as  agents 
of  the  government  in  the  payment  of  pensions,  and  that  they 
continued  to  be  so  employed  until  after  the  organization  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  act  passed  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1816,  authorises  the  secretary  for  the  department  of  war, 
*^to  appoint  some  fit  and  proper  person  in  those  states  and  terri- 
tories where  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans,  and  also  in  the 
district  of  Maine,  to  perform  the  duties  in  those  states  and  terri- 
tories, and  in  said  district,  respectively,  relating  to  pensions 
and  pensioners  which  are  now  required  by  said  commissioners 
in  their  respective  states.”  This  act  recognises  the  duties  of 
pension  agents  as  pertaining  to  these  commissioners  before  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  and  restricts  the 
secretary’s  power  of  appointment  to  places  where  there  is  no 
commissioner  of  loans.  Since  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  substituted  in  lieu  of  these  commissioners,  by  what 
statute  is  it  that  the  secretary  is  authorised  to  appoint  pension 
agents  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the  bank,  or  one  of  its 
branches  has  been  established. 

The  secretary  of  war,  in  his  correspondence  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  (to  be  found  in  their  reports  of  committees  of 
the  house  of  representatives  at  the  first  session  of  the  22d  con- 
gress, No.  460,  page  489),  so  late  as  the  1st  of  March,  1832,  ad- 
mits that,  “from  a careful  examination  of  the  laws  of  congress, 
he  is  satisfied  that  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in 
appointing  a pension  agent  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the 
United  States’  bank  has  established  one  of  its  branches.”  It  is 
not  intimated  to  us  that  the  secretary  has  ever  changed  this 
opinion.  It  was  not  hastily  formed.  It  was  not  given  by  him 
without  the  existence  of  an  important  case,  requiring  him  to 
decide  with  caution.  It  was  the  judgment  of  the  very  officer 
who  has,  by  his  order,  attempted  to  remove  and  to  annihilate 
the  pension  agency  established  by  congress,  and  who  has  con- 
stituted fifteen  other  agencies,  entirely  independent  of  each 
other,  to  supply  its  place.  No  matter  who  may  desire  to  take 
the  responsibility  of  the  act  which  the  secretary  of  war  has  com- 
mitted, we  can  look  only  to  him  as  properly  answerable  for  it; 
and  it  is  therefore  that  we  refer  particularly  to  his  opinion  which, 
under  any  other  circumstances,  would  have  come  to  us  as  the 
conviction  of  an  able  expositor  of  the  law,  but  would  have  been 
entitled  only  to  the  same  weight  which  we  should  have  accord- 
ed to  any  other  man  of  equal  learning  and  ability.  To  enable 
the  senate  to  see  under  what  circumstances  this  opinion  was 
given,  let  us  recur  to  a part  of  the  history  of  the  bank.  It  ap- 
pears by  the  document  last  referred  to,  that,  in  the  summer  of 
1829,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  honorable  John  H.  Eaton, 
then  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  pension  agency  from  the 
branch  bank  of  the  United  St.ates  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  a state  bank  at  Concord,  in  that  state,  and  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  secretary  to  eflTecl  this  was  then  denied  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  commissioner  of  pensions,  in 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Mason,  the  president  of  the  branch  bank  in 
New  Hampshire,  dated  the  25th  of  August,  1829,  says,  that, 
“in  changing  the  agency,  the  secretary  of  war  conceived  him- 
self authorised  by  law  to  do  so,  and  was  actuated  by  a regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  pensioners,  in  wishing  to  have  them  paid 
in  that  part  of  the  state  where  the  greatest  facilities  are  present- 
ed.” If  this  were  intended  as  an  apology  for  the  act  of  the  then 
secretary,  !!  cannot  avail  in  the  case  now  before  us,  because 
the  agent  selected  by  the  present  secretary  is  the  Commercial 
bank  at  Portsmouth,  the  very  place  where  the  branch  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  established.  But  whatever  may  have  been 
the  object  of  this  part  of  the  correspondence,  the  rest  of  the 
letter  of  the  commissioner  waives  all  further  discussion  of  the 
subject,  revokes  the  order  for  the  change  of  the  agency  and 
directs  the  branch  bank  of  the  U.  States  to  resume  its  duties. 
Two  years  afterwards  there  was  a similar  attempt“with  a view 
to  accommodate  the  pensioners,”  again;  and  a transfer  was  ac- 
tually made  of  a considerable  part  of  the  pension  list  from  the 
office  at  New  York  to  the  Mechanics’  and  Farmers’  bank  in  the 
city  of  Albany.  The  bank  of  the  United  Stales  strongly  remon- 
•trated  acainstthe  measure  as  illegal  and  unwarrantable.  A 
change  of  the  heads  of  departmentshaving  occurred  after  the 
alteration  of  the  agency,  the  bank  appealed  to  the  present  head  of 
the  department  of  war,  in  a letter  dated  the  10th  of  August,  1831, 


and  the  subject  was  held  under  advisement  by  that  officer  until 
the  Isi  of  March,  1832,  a period  of  more  than  six  months,  at  the 
expiration  ofwhich  the  secretary  writes  to  the  president  of  the 
bank,  as  before  staled,  his  entiie  satisfaction,  from  a careful 
examination  of  the  laws  of  congress,  that  the  department  is  not 
warranted  in  appointing  a pension  agent.  “Hence,”  says  the 
secretary,  “the  agent  at  Albany  has  been  notified  that  his  .ap- 
pointment, by  this  department,  has  from  this  day  ceased.”  And 
so  the  matter  ended. 

This  opinion  of  the  secretary  is  approved  and  adopted  by  the 
committee.  It  was  formed  in  the  spirit  which  should  direct 
all  the  operations  of  a government  recognising  nothing  arbitrary 
or  oprressive  in  its  character,  and  we  think  that  the  retraction 
of  error,  when  thus  convinced  of  it,  after  taking  due  delibera- 
tion, w.as  honorable  as  well  as  just  in  the  officer.  To  support 
him  in  the  result  at  which  he  had  arrived,  he  saw  among  the 
acts  of  congress,  which  he  professes  carefully  to  have  examin- 
ed, that  an  act  of  congress  had  been  at  all  times  held  necessary 
to  create  a new  pension  agency;  in  pursuance  of  this  construc- 
tion, on  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  an  act  passed  by  which  the  se- 
cretary of  war  was  authorised  to  appoint  an  agent,  in  addition 
to  one  already  appointed  in  the  slate  of  Tennessee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  pensioners  of  the  United  Stales  residing  in  East 
Tennessee:”  that,  again,  on  the  20ih  of  May,  1826,  the  secretary 
of  war  was  “authorised  to  establish  a pension  agency  at  Pitts- 
burgh, in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  payment  of  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  Slates,  resident  in  that  vicinity;”  and  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was,  by  the  same  act  authorised  to 
make  the  necessary  arrangement  with  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  for  paying  the  before  mentioned  pensioners  at  the  office 
of  discount  and  deposite  of  sqid  bank  at  Pittsburgh.  He  knew 
that  the  secretary  of  war  could  not  exercise  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing such  agents  as  his  own  deputies;  that  he  was  not  the 
paymaster  of  pensions;  and  that  long  before  the  charter  of  the 
bank,  while  the  agency  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  loans,  congress  found  it  necessary,  by  the  act  of  the 
7ih  January,  1809,  to  give  even  him  authority  to  act  as  agent  in 
a few  cases,  by  enacting  “that  every  pension,  or  arrearage  of 
pension  due  to  every  officer  or  soldier  residing  in  either  of  the 
United  States  or  the  territories  thereof  in  which  there  has  not 
been  appointed  an  agent  for  the  payment  of  pensions,  shall  be 
paid  at  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  by  the 
secretary  for  the  war  department,  and  that  the  name  of  the 
pensioner  shall,  on  his  application  to  the  secretary  of  war,  be 
transferred  from  the  books  of  the  state  in  which  it  was  original- 
ly registered,  to  a register  to  be  opened  for  that  purpose  at  the 
war  office  of  the  United  States,”  the  act  of  congress  of  the  24th 
of  April,  1816,  authorising  the  secretary  of  war  to  appoint  pen- 
sion agents  where  there  was  no  commissioner  of  loans,  was 
also  before  him,  to  satisfy  him  that,  as  well  before  as  after  the 
bank  had  assumed  the  agency,  no  such  agent  could  be  created 
by  the  head  of  his  department.  He  took  no  distinction  between 
the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  and  any  other  pension  law  of 
this  government;  but,  with  a full  knowledge  of  all  the  views  of 
his  predecessors,  with  all  the  books  and  accounts  of  his  office 
before  him,  exhibiting  the  construction  which  had  ever  been 
given  to  the  duties  of  the  bank — with  the  aid  ofail  the  learning 
of  the  then  attorney  general,  if  he  choose  to  put  it  in  requisi- 
tion, he  concurred  in  the  result  at  which  Mr.  Binney,  Mr.  Sear- 
geant  and  Mr.  Mason,  had  before  arrived— that  new  pension 
agents  could  not  be  appointed  by  the  department,  except  in  the 
single  class  of  cases  in  which  such  appointments  were  expressly 
authorised  by  the  act  of  1816. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  the  law,  which  was  thus  considered 
settled  by  the  secretary,  whether  we  consider  the  importance 
of  a permanent  establishment  of  such  an  agency  in  reference  to 
the  chief  object  of  its  creation,  which  was  the  paymentof  pen- 
sioners in  a sound  currency,  without  charge  to  the  government; 
or,  in  reference  to  the  limitation  it  was  supposed  to  have  fixed 
for  the  exercise  of  executive  power  over  this  portion  of  the 
public  treasure,  we  are  convinced  that  it  was  such  as  highly  to 
recommend  it  in  its  origin,  and  that  it  is  yet  such  as  to  forbid 
any  change  of  its  provisions.  At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  government  incurred  great  ex- 
pense in  the  payment  of  salaries  and  clerk  hire,  appertaining  to 
the  commissioners  of  loans.  The  b.ank  having  assumed  the 
duties  of  those  officers,  without  charge  on  the  treasury  for  their 
performance,  incurred  a responsibility,  the  neglect  or  refusal  to 
meet  which  subjected  it  to  all  the  penal  consequences  of  a vio- 
lation of  its  charter.  The  pension  agency  is  a duty  imposed  on 
the  institution,  onerous  and  expensive,  which  the  president  of 
the  bank  now  informs  us  it  is  willing  to  be  di.scharged  from  if 
congress  the  creator  of  that  agency,  will  release  it;  and  that  it  is 
a burden,  and  not  a mere  benefit  to  the  institution,  is  satisfactori- 
ly established  not  only  by  his  declarations,  but  by  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  several  of  the  local  banks  to  which  the  public 
deposites  have  been  recently  removed.  Thus  the  president  of 
the  Mechanics’  bank  at  New  York,  in  his  letter  to  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  27th  of  January  last,  complains:  “The  agency,  as 
I learn,  is  exceedingly  complicated  in  its  details,  requires  con- 
siderable office  room,  the  employment  of  at  least  three  clerks, 
which  must  necessarily  involve  us  in  a very  consider.xhie  extra 
expense.  Why  thi.s  bank  should  have  been  selected  to  perform 
this  service,  wiiilst  the  other  selected  hanks  here  are  exempt 
from  the  responsibility,  labor  and  expense,  is  a matter  of  some 
surprise,  particularly  when  it  is  known  that  we  have  not  hither- 
to had  a due  proportion  of  the  public  deposites.  Having  aij- 
eented,  however,  in  our  agreement  with  the  treasury,  to  per- 
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Ibrra  the  duties  incidental  to  the  agency,  we  cannot  of  course 
object  to  the  execution  of  those  duties,  but  must,  at  the  same 
time,  be  permitted  to  say  that  an  agency  involving  such  great 
responsibility,  arduous  duties,  and  heavy  expenses,  should  be 
borne  in  common  by  the  three  banks;  or,  if  this  should  be  con 
sidered  impracticable,  that  the  other  two  should  at  least  bear  a 
pro  rata  portion  of  the  expenses.” 

In  several  instances  presented  by  the  correspondence  between 
the  commissioner  of  pensions  and  the  presidruits  of  the  ^tate 
banks,  which  have  been  recently  selected  as  banks  ot  deposite, 
those  officers  have  declined  the  agency,  or  refused  to  give  bond 
for  the  perforniaiice  of  the  duties.  In  some  cases  the  local 
banking  corporations  are  themselves  made  executive  agents; 
the  presidents  of  banks  are  selected,  without  any  aceonntability 
on  the  part  of  the  banks  over  which  they  preside.  For  the  per- 
formance of  this  trust,  before  the  change  was  made,  the  whole 
capita!  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  bound  to  this  go- 
vernment. The  institution,  by  long  practice,  had  become  expert 
in  the  conduct  of  all  the  complicated  details  of  the  trust  confid- 
ed to  it.  It  had  reduced  the  whole  business  of  the  agency  to  a 
system  which  alike  secured  the  interests  of  the  government, 
and  the  pensioners,  and  its  own  stockholders.  “VVehaveno 
evidence”  says  the  commissioner,  in  a letter  from  tlie  pension 
office  to  the  president  of  the  Girard  bank  in  Philadelphia,  of  the 
24th  of  February  last,  “that  the  United  States  bank  has  ever  lost 
a cent  by  paying  pensions,  although  that  institution  and  its 
branches  have  disbursed  large  sums  for  this  office  for  seventeen 
years  past.”  And  while  the  bank  was  so  well  managing  this 
interest  for  its  own  stockholders,  we  have  never  heaid  that,  at 
any  lime,  the  government  found  fault  with  its  accounts,  or  that 
any  revolutionary  soldier,  or  other  pensioner  on  the  lists,  was 
turned  from  its  doors  without  receiving  in  hard  dollars,  or  their 
full  equivalent  in  value,  the  whole  amount  of  the  intended 
bounty  of  his  country,  unless  the  executive  department  had 
previously  interfered  to  arrest  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  corporation.  In  thejudgment  of  your  committee,  this  trust, 
for  the  performance  of  which  the  honor,  faith  and  best  feelings 
of  the  country  are  enlisted,  cannot  be  as  well  discharged  by  in- 
dividual agents,  or  by  stale  institutions,  which  owe  no  respon- 
sibility to  this  government,  and  which,  finding  no*  source  of 
profit  in  the  pension  fund,  already  view  it,  and  may  soon  treat 
it,  as  an  incumbrance.  Sliould  they  be  all  equally  faithful  with 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  can  it  be  expected  that  fifteen 
new  agents,  acting  independently  of  each  other,  can  be  equally 
skilful.’  Is  it  to  be  anticipated  that  they  will  all  adopt  the  same 
guards,  both  for  public  and  private  security.’  pursue  the  same 
mode  of  accounting  and  transacting  the  business  which  has 
been  perfected  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  after  seventeen 
years’ experience.’  or  maintain  any  one  general  system  what- 
ever, to  attain  the  same  objects?  \Ve  think  that  as,  by  the  new 
arrangement  different  agents  are  selected  to  pay  the  pensions 
under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  and  as  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  is  still  to  pay  all  pensions  allowed  by  laws  an- 
terior to  that  date,  there  will  be  no  longer  any  one  system  pre- 
served in  the  pension  agency  of  the  government,  and  that  the 
confusion  incident  to  this  slate  of  things  will  be  an  evil  much  to 
be  regretted.  We  think,  too,  that,  should  congress  sanction 
the  changes  which  have  been  made,  it  is  by  no  means  without 
the  range  of  probability  that,  at  no  very  distant  period,  and  at 
some  one  of  the  numerous  agencies  recently  created,  those 
gallant  defenders  of  their  country,  who  have  atiraclcd  the  presi- 
dent’s sympathies  in  the  message  before  us,  may  sometimes  re- 
ceive their  allowance  in  depreciated  currency.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  therefore,  however  willing  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  may  be  to  relin.)uish  this  agency  by  the  permis- 
sion of  congress,  the  object  for  which  the  trust  was  established 
requires  that  it  should  not  be  permitted  to  discharge  itself  from 
the  obligations  it  incurred  by  the  assumption  of  that  trust.  The 
policy  of  that  limitaiion  of  the  executive  power  over  this  por- 
tion of  the  public  treasure,  w'hich  was  acknowledged  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  as  we  have  stated  it,  is  to  the  committee  not 
less  apparent.  The  permanent  ap[)ointment  of  an  agent,  not 
subject  to  removal  at  executive  discretion,  is  important  to  se- 
cure a steady  and  punctual  payment  of  the  money  upon  which 
many  of  the  pen.*ioners  depend  for  actual  sutisistence.  To  sub- 
ject them  to  the  inconvenience  and  loss  arising  from  a change 
of  the  agency  at  every  revolution  of  the  political  wdieel,  would 
be  not  only  to  embarrass  and  distress  those  who  should  meet 
with  no  obstacles  in  the  receipt  of  the  meed  of  their  patriotism, 
but  to  add  another  stream  to  the  swollen  current  of  power 
which  already  threatens  to  deluge  and  destroy  tlie  best  interests 
of  the  country. 

The  committee  might  here  have  rested  on  the  secretary’s  own 
view  of  the  subject,  but  for  the  reasoning  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, contained  in  the  opinion  accompanying  the  president’s 
message.  This  opinion  appears  to  have  been  given,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  president,  one  month  after  the  order  issued  from 
the  department  of  war.  Thus  called  upon  either  to  justify  or 
condemn  a measure  of  the  administration  which  had  been  pre- 
viously adopted,  the  arguments  of  the  attorney  general  do  not 
seem  to  us  to  concur  with  that  view  of  the  powers  of  the  de- 
partment of  war  which  the  secretary  himself  had  formerly 
taken. 

He  introduces  his  principal  argument  with  the  assertion  that 
all  the  pension  laws  up  to  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  provided  only 
for  invalids;  that  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1818,  which  autho- 
rised the  payment  of  pensions  to  certain  indigent  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolution,  declared  that  they  should  be  paid  “in 


the  same  manner  as  pensions  to  invalids,  who  had  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list,  were  then  paid;”  that  similar  clauses  have 
been  inserted  in  the  various  pension  acts  since  passed;  and  he 
distinctly  admits  that  the  payments  under  all  those  acts  are  to 
be  made  through  the  agency  of  the  hank,  except  so  fur  as  con- 
gress shall  hate  aulhoriscJ,  by  special  laws,  the  employment  of 
Ollier  agents,  lie  ihun  denies  to  the  acts  of  1828  and  1832,  the 
character  of  pension  laws;  on  which  last  position  his  chief  ar- 
gunieiil  is  rested.  Belore  we  proceed  to  examine  this,  we  wilt 
notice  the  lemarks  with  which  it  was  thus  iniioduced,  and  the 
inferences  which  the.  rcasoner  iiiltnded,  as  wc  piesume,  should 
be  drawn  from  them. 

It  is  not  true  that  all  the  pension  law.s  up  to  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  provided  only  lor  invalids;  because,  among  other  laws 
which  might  be  mentioned,  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the 
16lh  of  April,  1816,  directing  half  pay  for  five  years,  for  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice dining  the  last  war,  is  not  a law  providing  only  for  inva- 
lids. This  act,  which,  it  is  to  be  observed,  does  not  designate 
the  agent  to  pay  the  pensions  allowed  by  the  section  referred 
to,  was  extended  by  the  act  of  the  3d  ot  .March,  1817,  to  the  wi- 
dows and  children  of  the  soldiers  o(  the  militia,  volunteers, 
rangers  and  sea  fcncibles.  The  second  section  of  the  act  of  • 
IGlli  of  April,  1816,  providing  half  pay  for  five  years  to  the  chil- 
dren of  such  as  died  in  service  in  the  last  war  on  the  relinquish- 
ment of  bounty  lands,  directs  “the  payment  thereof  to  be  made 
when  and  where  other  miZitariy  pensions  are  or  shall  be  paid.” 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  the  argument  which  would  exclude 
from  the  agency  of  the  bank  all  pensioners  except  invalids,  and 
those  who  are  by  express  act  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as 
invalids,  would  have  excluded  pensioners  under  the  tkst  sec- 
tions of  the  act  of  the  16ih  of  April,  1816,  and  of  the  act  to 
amend  that  act,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817.  But  the 
agency  of  the  bank  was  always  extended  to  them.  They  were 
indisputably  entitled  to  the  character  of  pension  laws,  the  pay- 
ments under  which,  by  the  admissions  of  the  attorney  general, 
must  be  made  through  the  agency  of  the  bank,  except  so  far  as 
congress  shall  have  authorised,  by  special  laws,  the  employ- 
ment of  other  agents.  The  coinmillee  do  not  consider  the 
bank  as  deriving  its  agency  under  the  pension  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1818,  or  any  other  act,  from  the  mere  direction  that 
payment  shall  be  made  “in  the  same  manner  as  pensions  to  in- 
valids are  now  paid.”  The  mode  of  payment  might  well  be, 
and,  indeed,  frequently  is,  prescribed  in  an  act  recognising  the 
existence  of  an  established  paymaster.  Had  there  been  no 
other  authority  from  congress  than  is  to  be  found  in  this  clause, 
to  constitute  the  agency  of  the  bank,  the  secretary,  so  far  from 
admitting,  as  he  did  on  the  first  of  March,  1832,  that  the  depart- 
ment was  not  warranted  in  appointing  a pension  agent  where 
the  bank  or  one  of  its  branches  was  established,  would  proba- 
bly have  informed  the  president  ol  the  bank  that  different 
agents  could  pay  the  pen.«ioners  “in  the  same  manner,”  and 
that  the  new  mode  of  paying  invalids  could  be  as  strictly  ob- 
served by  the  Mechanics’  and  Farmers’  bank  at  Albany,  as  by 
the  branch  bank  of  the  United  Stales  there  established. 

The  committee  is  now  prepared  to  examine  the  principal  ar- 
gument advanced  by  the  atterney  general,  and  most  relied  upon 
by  him  to  Justify  the  order  of  the  secretary.  He  maintains  that 
the  act  of  the  1.5ih  of  May,  1828,  “for  the  relief  of  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  revolution,”  and  the  sup- 
plement thereto  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  are  not  pension  laws; 
that  they  have  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  general  system 
of  pension  laws,  but  are  the  commencement  of  another,  and  an 
entirely  difi'erent  .system.  He  asserts  that  these  are  laws  in 
which  the  “pay”  mentioned  is  to  he  understood  as  contradis- 
tinguished from  “pensions”  and  which  carefully  avoid  any  such 
expression  as  might  connect  them  with  the  system  of  pensions. 

The  commiuee  have  investigated  this  question,  and  they  find 
that  both  houses  of  congress,  the  president,  the  secretary  him- 
self, the  commissioner  of  pensions,  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  indeed  every  department  of  the  government,  having  oc- 
casion to  administer  or  to  refer  to  these  acts,  have,  from  their 
very  origin,  invariably  treated  them  as  pension  laws,  until  the 
present  controversy  arose;  while  the  committee  do  also  find  the 
character  of  pension  acts  indelibly  impressed  on  the  laws  them- 
selves by  the  hands  that  framed  them. 

By  reference  to  the  history  of  the  debates  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  these  laws,  it  appears  that  each  of  them  was  advo- 
cated and  opposed  in  both  houses  of  congress  as  pension  laws. 
In  principle,  these  pensions  are  founded  on  the  same  revolu- 
tionary services  with  those  conferred  by  the  act  of  1818,  which 
is  admitted  to  be  a pension  law.  The  acts  of  1828  and  1832 
both  contain  a perpetual  appropriation,  but  it  seems  ifiat  spe- 
cial appropriations  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  act  of  1828, 
were  annually  made  and  continued  until  the  year  1833, and  that 
each  of  these  appropriations  is  for  “revolutionary  pensions.” 
By  the  act  of  the  12th  of  February,  1828,  there  was  appropriat- 
ed “for  the  revolutionary  pensioners  of  the  United  States,” 
(meaning  those  embraced  by  the  act  of  1818)  $-564,236.  The 
pension  act  of  1828  having  passed  on  the  15th  of  May,  a new 
appropriation  to  meet  the  e.vpenscs  incurred  by  it  was  made  on 
the  24lh  of  May,  for  the  pi  ti«ion<  to  the  revolutionary  pension- 
ers of  the  United  States,  ,$200,000.”  The  appropriation  of  the 
2d  of  March,  1833,  recognises  the  claimants,  under  both  the 
acts  of  1828  and  1832,  as  pensioners,  in  the  following  words: 
“For  the  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  several  acts  prior 
to  that  of  7th  June,  1832,  $624,685.”  The  same  appropriation 
act  of  1833,  which,  H is  to  be  observed,  was  passed  at  tlie  se> 
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cond  session  of  the  22d  congress,  and  by  the  framers  of  the  act 
of  1832,  whose  cotemporaneous  exposition  of  that  law  ought  to 
have  some  weight  in  deciding  on  its  character,  contains  another 
appropriation  in  the  following  words:  “For  additional  tempora- 
ry clerk  hire  during  the  years  1832  and  1833,  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832, granting  revolutionary  i>en- 
sions,  i$24,039.” 

At  the  same  session,  and  on  the  same  day,  a joint  resolution 
was  passed  by  both  houses  in  relation  to  the  act  of  the  7th 
June,  1832,  which  ordains  that,  “in  the  execution  of  that  act, 
whenever  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  any  applicant  for  a 
pension  under  said  act  entered  the  army  of  the  revolution  in 
pursuance  of  a contract  with  the  government  made  previous  to 
the  11th  of  April,  1783,  and  continued  in  service  until  after  that 
period,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  war  to  compute 
the  period  of  any  such  applicant’s  service  from  the  time  he 
thus  entered  the  army,  and  until  the  date  of  the  definitive  trea- 
ty of  peace,  and  to  allow  him  a pension  accordingly.^’  If  it  be 
insisted  that  the  very  congress  wiiich  made  the  law  misunder- 
stood its  character,  let  us  next  inquire  how  the  president  him- 
self has  always  understood  it  until  his  recent  message.  The 
act  of  the  2d  March,  1833,  provides  “that  a commissioner  of 
pensions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate.  He 
shall  execute,  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary  of  war,  such 
duties  in  relation  to  the  various  pension  laws  us  may  he  prescrib- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States.”  It  appears  by  the 
statement  of  the  attorney  general  that,  immediately  after  the 
passage  of  the  law  of  1832,  the  president  assigned  the  execu- 
tion of  it  to  the  commissioner  of  pensions,  to  whom  the  same 
duty  has  been  ever  since  prescribed  by  the  president.  The  pre- 
sident must,  therefore,  have  always  regarded  this  act  as  a pen- 
sion law.  If  it  be  not  of  this  character  the  order  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  2d  of  January,  1834,  is  illegal,  as  the  president 
was  only  authorised  by  it  to  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  com- 
missionor  “in  relation  to  pension  laws.” 

The  president  signed  and  approved  both  the  act  and  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  before  referred  to,  in  which 
this  act  of  June  7,  1832,  is  over  and  over  again  characterized  as 
a pension  law  in  express  terms.  We  know  that  his  message 
now  expresses  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  attor- 
ney general,  but  may  he  not  be  understood  as  referring  rather 
to  that  officer’s  general  conclusions  than  to  all  his  particular 
arguments?  We  incline  to  that  interpretation  of  the  message 
in  reference  to  this  part  of  the  subject,  more  especially  because 
we  find  that  nearly  all  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  as  well  as 
the  commissioner  of  pensions,  have  always  styled  and  treated 
this  act  of  the  7th  June,  1832,  as  a pension  law.  To  begin  with 
the  secretary  of  war,  under  whose  direction  the  commissioner 
of  pensions  has  always  acted  in  execution  of  the  duties  in  rela- 
tion to  this  law  prescribed  by  the  president.  In  the  close  of  his 
annual  report  of  the  29th  November,  1833,  accompanying  the 
president's  message,  and  which  we  presume  must  have  met 
the  approbation  of  the  president,  he  states,  “there  have  been 
presented  for  allowance  under  the  pension  act  of  June  7, 1832, 
thirty  thousand  six  hundred  claims.  The  whole  of  these  have 
been  examined,  and  either  admitted,  rejected  or  returned  to  the 
parties  for  supplementary  action.”  * * * “It  is  creditable 
to  the  industry  and  efficiency  of  the  pension  office  that  such  a 
mass  of  business  should  have  been  performed  within  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  above  law.” 

The  secretary,  in  a letter  to  the  commissioner,  dated  Nov. 
2d,  1832,  ob.^erves,  “on  consultation  with  the  attorney  general, 
I have  decided,  that  the  probate  courts  of  Vermont  are  courts 
of  record,  within  the  meaning  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  department  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832, 
granting  revolutionary  pensions.”  In  another  letter  to  the  same 
officer,  dated  February  21st,  1833,  the  claim  under  thisact  is  again 
characterized  as  a pension.  The  present  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  his  report  on  the  finances  of  the  17th  of  December  last, 
page  5th,  described  these  claims  as  “revolutionary  pensions  un- 
der the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832.”  In  his  account  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  1833,  they  are  included,  with  all  olhers  of  the 
same  character,  underthe  designation  of  “pensions.”  The  pre- 
sentsecretary of  state,  when  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  expenditures  for  1832,  describes  tliern  as  “revolu- 
tionary pensions  per  act  of  seventh  of  June,  1832.”  ff'lie  com 
missioner  of  pensions,  in  his  report  of  the  27th  of  November 
last,  gives  us  a “statement  showing  the  number  of  persons  that 
have  been  placed  on  the  pension  roll  of  the  dilTerent  states  and 
territories  under  the  act  of  June  7tli,  1832;”  also,  “a  statement 
showing  the  number  of  persons  who  have  died  since  making 
application  for  pensions  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832;”  also, 
a “statement  showing  the  number  of  persons  who  have  applied 
for  pensions  under  the  act  of  June  7ih,  1832;”  also,  “a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  who  have  relinquished  their  pen- 
sions under  the  act  of  March  18th,  1818,  and  have  been  placed 
on  the  rolls  under  the  act  of  June  7th,  1832;”  and  he  concludes 
by  informing  us,  that  there  have  been  sent  to  the  pension 
agents  during  the  year  past,  “to  pay  pensioners  under  the  act  of 
June  7th,  1832,  .$547,170  57.”  In  all  the  letters  of  the  com- 
missioner to  the  new  pension  agents,  the  law  receives  the  same 
construction;  and  in  the  very  order  of  the  2d  of  January  last 
which  is  the  subject  of  examination,  he  assigns  the  reason  that 
the  selection  of  the  local  banks  as  the  future  places  of  depo- 
site,  render  it  necessary  that  those  banks  should  “discharge 
the  duties  of  agent  for  paying  /icnsions,  under  the  act  of  June 
7th,  1832.”  He  therefore  directs  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
to  “cease  paying  said  pensioners,” 


It  is  relied  upon  by  the  executive,  that  the  act  of  1828,  like 
that  of  1832,  uses  the  word  “pay,”  instead  of  “pensiou.”  So 
does  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  April  24th,  1816,  the  claim- 
ants under  which  are  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  the  pension 
agency,  and  have  been  always  designated  by  the  name  of  pen- 
sioners. In  the  opinion  of  tlie  committee,  the  use  of  the  word 
“pension”  in  a law  is  not  essential  to  entitle  it  to  tffe  charac- 
ter of  a pension  law.  Whether  it  be  or  be  not  eniided  to  that 
character,  must  depend  on  the  general  intent  of  the  legislature, 
as  collected  from  all  its  provisions.  This  like  other  pension 
laws,  provides  that  no  person  receiving  any  annuity  or  pension 
under  a former  law,  shall  be  entitled  to  its  benefits,  “unless  he 
shall  first  relinquish  his  further  claim  to  such  pension.”  The 
construction  given  to  this  by  the  department,  may  be  discover- 
ed in  the  declaration  prescribed  by  it  in  order  to  obtain  the  be- 
nefit of  the  act,  in  which  declaration  the  applicant  is  required 
to  say,  “he  hereby  relinquishes  every  claim  whatever  to  a pen- 
sion, except  the  present.”  Like  the  other  pension  laws,  it  pro- 
vides that  “the  pay  allowed  by  it  shall  not  be  in  any  way  trans- 
ferrable,  or  liable  to  aitaclimeni,  levy  or  seizure,  by  any  legal 
process  whatever,  but  shall  enure  wholly  to  the  personal  bene- 
fit of  the  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician  nr  soldier, 
entitled  to  the  same.” 

If  this  were  regarded  by  congress  as  a law  for  the  payment  of 
an  actual  debt  by  instalments,  and  not  a pension  act,  why  was 
the  debt  secured  against  creditors?  Why  should  the  pay  enure 
wholly  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  claimant,  free  and  dis- 
charged from  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  law  on  other  men  to 
whom  the  public  money  is  paid  for  a public  debt?  Was  it  ever 
heard  before— can  an  instance  be  adduced  from  the  annals  of 
congress,  in  which  such  a provision  has  been  introduced  to  se- 
cure any  mere  creditor  of  the  government  against  the  just 
claims  of  his  own  creditors?  The  fact  is,  that,  by  our  laws,  no 
pension  is  conferred  except  for  services  rendered.  Congress 
does  not  grant  pensions  to  court  favorites,  nor  mere  gratuities 
under  any  pretext.  We  understand  the  term  “pension,”  as  it 
is  commonly  defined,  “an  allowance  for  services  remdered,  to 
be  paid  at  stated  intervals.”  We  are  compelled  to  reject  any 
construction  of  the  law  which  places  the  services  of  the  six 
months’  militia  man,  of  of  the  Indian  spy,  under  the  act  of  1832, 
above  that  of  the  regular  soldier  who  served  till  the  end  of  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  is  entitled  to  be  paid  under  the  act 
of  1818.  Both  are,  in  a peculiar  sense,  the  creditois  of  the  na- 
tion. Both  are  meritorious.  But  the  character  of  a debt  can 
surely  not  be  conferred  upon  the  claims  of  the  former  with 
more  propriety  than  upon  tiiose  of  the  latter. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
appears  to  be  at  variance,  on  this  subject,  with  that  of  his  im- 
mediate predecessor,  the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  the  present  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  Mr.  Taney,  in  his  reply  of  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1832,  to  a question  proposed  by  the  present  secretary  of 
war,  touching  the  execution  of  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832,  says: 

“ 1 1 is  not  obligatory  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  issue  a new  pen- 
sion certificate  when  the  party  has  pledged  it  fora  debt, and  the 
creditor  refuses  to  deliver  it  without  payment.  The  law  does 
not  require  the  certificate,  in  such  a case,  to  be  renewed,  &c. 
But  as  the  law  intended  to  prevent  the  pensioner  from  selling 
or  mortgaging  his  pension,  it  would  defeat  its  obvious  policy  if 
the  creditor,  by  withholding  his  certificate,  could  deprive  the 
party  of  his  pension,  and  thereby  compel  him  to  appropriate  a 
part  of  it  to  the  payment  of  his  debt.  The  act  of  the  creditor, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  prevent  the  payment  of  the  pensioner; 
and,  if  satisfactory  proof  is  offered  that  the  certificate  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  creditor  or  any  other  person,  and  that  it  has  been 
demanded  by  the  pensioner,  and  the  delivery  refused;  and  if 
sufficient  evidence  is  also  adduced  of  the  identity  of  the  appli- 
cant for  the  pension,  I think  he  is  entitled  to  payment.”  Jn  the 
same  letter,  he  also  says:  “the  act  of  June  7lh,  1832,  granting 
pensions  for  revolutionary  services,  is  not  confined  to  resident 
American  citizens.  The  first  section  gives  the  pension,  &c. 

In  an  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Taney  to  the  secretary,  dated 
May  18th,  1833,  he  observes  that,  “by  a liberal  construction  of 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  1832,  every  officer  who  was  en- 
titled to  a pension  under  the  act  of  May  J5th,  1828,  would  be  ex- 
cluded from  a pension  under  the  act  of  1832.  And  if  such  a 
construction  were  adopted,  an  officer  who  had  served  to  the 
end  of  the  war  as  ensign,  &c.  would  be  excluded  from  a pension 
under  the  last  mentioned  law.  But,  looking  at  the  whole  act, 
it  appears  that  those  who  were  on  the  pension  list  of  1828  were 
not  excluded,  &c.  The  third  section  of  the  law  shows  that  it 
was  not  designed  to  exclude  any  of  those  who  had  pensions 
under  other  acts  of  congress,  where  the  pensions  of  the  act  of 
1832  were  more  favorable  to  their  interests.  ***** 
If  the  commissary,  therefore,  held  no  rank  in  the  line,  he  would 
be  entitled  to  his  pension,  because  he  was  not  provided  for  by 
the  act  of  1828.  *****  And  as,  in  the  case  you  state, 

the  applicant  was  not  entitled  to  a pension  as  commissary  un- 
der the  law  of  1828,  he  is  not  excluded  from  a pension  on  ac- 
count of  services  in  that  character  under  the  act  of  1832,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  pension  as  commissary  upon  relinquishing  his. 
claim  as  ensign.” 

Among  the  documents  referred  to  us,  are  the  copies  of  two 
bonds,  which  appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the  agents  at 
Cincinnati  and  Portland,  (Me.)  the  one  dated  the  13th,  and  the 
other  the  20th  of  January  la.-«t;  each  of  which  is  expressly  con- 
ditioned for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  aseni  for  paying 
pensions  under  the  act  of  congress  of  June  7th,  1832.  We  know 
not  that  any  others  have  been  received  by  the  department;  but 
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in  reference  lo  these,  independently  of  the  fact  that  no  law  ex- 
ists authoiisiiig  the  coiiiinissioner  to  take  such  securities,  if  the 
attorney  general’s  construction  of  the  law  be  correct,  the  utili- 
ty or  value  of  the  instruments  may  be  (luestioned.  VVe  forbear, 
however,  to  express  any  opinion  on  that  subject,  or  to  swell 
this  report  with  further  extracts  lo  prove  the  executive  con- 
struction of  the  law.  Suffice  it  lo  say,  that,  alihough  the  attor- 
ney genaral  so  strongly  maintains  that  the  acts  of  1828  and  1832 
are  to  be  distinguished  from  all  pension  acts,  and  that  they  are 
not  entitled  to  the  name  of  pension  laws,  we  find  that  no  other 
officer  of  this  government  who  has  had  occasion  to  consider  the 
subject,  has  ever  adopted  liis  construction,  lie  may,  we  think, 
support  a claim,  as  the  discoverer  of  this  distinction,  without  a 
competitor. 

It  remains  for  the  committee  to  examine  another  argument 
advanced  in  defence  of  the  secretary’s  order,  (bunded  on  the 
provision  in  the  acts  of  the  15th  of  May,  1828,  and  the  7lh  of 
June,  1832,  relative  to  the  manner  of  paying  the  pensions  they 
allow.  The  clause  referred  to  in  the  first  act  is  in  these  words 
— “that  the  pay  allowed  by  this  act  shall,  under  the  directwn  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be  paid  lo  the  officers  or  soldiers  en- 
titled thereto,  or  to  tlieir  authorised  attorney,  at  such  places  and 
days  as  the  said  secretary  may  direct.”  The  act  of  1832  contains 
a similar  provision;  and  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  28lh 
of  June,  1832,  transfers  to  the  secretary  of  war  all  the  duties 
which  devolved  upon  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  by  virtue  of 
that  act.  The  money  appropriated  by  the  act  was,  in  pursuance 
of  this  provision,  drawn  Irom  the  treasury  by  warrant,  and  un- 
der t/tc  direction  of  the  secretary  of  w ar,  dt'posited  in  the  bank 
as  the  established  pension  agent  of  this  government.  It  is  now 
contended  that  the  secretary  may  of  right,  without  the  aid  of 
congress,  change  the  pension  agency,  so  far  as  regards  the  pen- 
sions under  this  last  act,  from  the  bank  which  has  exercised  that 
agency  since  the  law  was  passed,  or,  in  other  words,  that  he 
may  appoint  fitteeri  other  batiks  or  private  individuals  to  do  the 
same  offices  which  that  bank  has  hitherto  performed.  The  case 
presented  is,  that,  of  two  agents,  each  appointed  by  congress, 
the  one  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  other.  But  the  agent 
appointed  to  direct,  claims  the  power  to  annihilate  the  other, 
and  to  substitute  in  lieu  of  it  filieen  new  agents  to  do  the  same 
duties.  The  committee  propose  lo  inquire  from  what  part  of 
the  clause  in  question  such  a power  is  to  be  derived. 

Is  it  from  the  words,  “the  pay  allowed  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary,  be  paid  lo  the  person  entitled  thereto.^” 

Oris  it  to  be  found  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  sentence, 
which  orders  the  payment  to  be  made  “at  such  days  and  places 
as  the  secretary  may  direct.” 

It  is  admitted  by  both  parties,  as  we  have  already  stated,  that 
the  agency  of  the  bank  under  the  laws  up  to  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  inclusive,  can  be  changed  only  by  act  of  congress.  The 
act  of  that  dale  commaiKis  the  bank  to  observe  and  conform  to 
the  directions  which  have  been,  or  may  tliereafier  be,  prescrib- 
ed by  the  secretary  of  the  trcasuiy,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Stales,  touching  the  execution  of  its  du- 
ties as  commissioner  of  loans.  The  clause  in  question,  in  tlie 
act  of  June  7lh,  1832,  is  of  similar  import,  though  it  subjects  the 
agent  ill  the  execution  of  the  duties  to  the  direction  of  a differ- 
ent executive  officer.  We  have  not  heaid  that  it  was  ever  in- 
tended that  these  words  in  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
gave  the  executive  such  a pow'er  as  is  claimed  for  a similar 
provision  in  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832.  The  commissioners  of 
loans  were  bound  to  pay,  under  the  directions  of  the  secretary, 
before  the  bank  charter;  yet  the  power  lo  abolish  their  agency 
was  never  claimed  by  any  executive,  nor  the  pow’er  to  substi- 
tute a pension  agent  lo  act  in  conjunction  with  them.  The  se- 
cretary, by  the  act  of  April  24,  1816,  was  authorised  only  to  ap- 
point pension  agents  in  those  stales  and  territories  “wheie  there 
is  no  commissioner  of  loans.”  When  this  act,  and  the  other 
acts  before  referred  to,  aiithorising  him  to  appoint  pension  agents 
in  Pillsbiirgli  and  'I’ennessee,  were  passed,  was  it  imagined  that 
any  executive  department  had  the  power  now  claimed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  injunction  to  be  found  in  our  laws  on  all  pension 
agents;  compelling  them,  in  the  execution  of  their  duties,  to  act 
under  the  direction  of  an  executive  officer.^  If  these  words  give 
such  a power  we  see  not  why  the  agency  of  the  commissioner 
of  pensions,  who  is,  as  we  have  seen,  bound  to  execute  his  du- 
ly under  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  might  not  be 
abolished  by  the  secretary,  and  fifteen  other  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  him  lo  execute  the  same  duties.  Scarce  two  years 
have  elapsed  since  a bill  passed  the  other  house  to  authorise 
the  secretary  to  appoint  a pension  agent  in  Alabama.  This  bill, 
we  know,  was  defcateil  in  the  senate  because  it  was  thought  to 
be  altogether  inexpedient  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  the 
bank.  The  same  bill  is  now  before  congress  again.  Until  the 
order  of  the  secretary  of  war  was  issued,  its  friends  as  well  as 
its  enemies  thought  the  power  to  change  or  abolish  an  agency 
was  not  involved  in  the  power  to  direct  the  agent,  or  to  chuck 
him  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties,  but  resided  only  in  congress. 
If  we  are  mistaken  in  this — ifindeed  the  power  to  destroy  is  in- 
cident to  the  power  to  direct— we  do  not  perceive  why  so  much 
of  this  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  as  abolishes  the  offices  of 
commissioners  of  loans  was  not  rejected  as  useless  by  the  con- 
gress and  president  who  chartered  the  bank;  nor  why  the  high 
executive  power  now  contended  for  was  not  exercised  in  that 
day  by  the  same  summary  iiiode  of  changing  the  pension  agency. 

The  concluding  part  of  the  clause  in  question,  which  orders 
the  payment  of  these  pensions  to  be  made  at  “suc/t  days  and 
places  as  the  secretary  may  direct,”  whether  considered  sepa- 


rately, or  in  connexion  with  the  preceding  part  of  the  section, 
cannot,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  be  held  as  furnishing 
any  authority  whatever  to  abolish  the  agency  of  the  bank,  and 
substitute  other  agents  in  lieu  of  it.  The  power  conferred  by 
these  words  is  sluctly  supervisory,  and  that,  too,  of  a qualified 
character.  The  superintending  agent  derives  authority  from 
these  words,  not  appoint  the  person  lo  pay,  but  merely  to  di- 
rect the  tune  and  place  of  payment.  With  an  existing  pension 
agent  established  by  congress,  and  recognised  as  such  by  the 
government  lor  more  than  forty  years,  the  secretary  herein  is 
simply  authorised  lo  fix  the  time  and  place  at  which  it  shall 
act.  In  the  case  of  a law  ordering  money  to  be  levied  and  col- 
lected under  the  direction  of  a court,  at  such  times  and  places 
as  the  court  shall  direct,  no  one  could  infer  the  existence  of  a 
power  in  the  court  to  remove  the  marshal,  or  lo  substitute  ano- 
ther person  unknown  to  the  laws  to  execute  his  duties.  The 
officer  ol  the  ministi^rial  agent  in  that  case  being  created  by  act 
of  congress,  no  other  office  could  be  created  to  supercede  it,  ex- 
cept by  the  same  jiower.  When  congress  directs  money  to  be 
paid  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  treasurer  himself, 
though  not  mentioned  in  the  act  of  appropriation,  must  dis- 
burse the  money  on  a proper  warrant;  because,  as  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  he  is  the  paying  agent  of  the  government, 
created  by  act  of  congress,  though  bound  to  pay  under  the  di- 
rection of  a superiiitending  officer;  and  in  this  instance,  the 
power  to  appoint  twenty  new  treasurers  might  with  as  much 
propriety  be  claimed  for  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  the 
power  to  make  new  pension  agents  is  now  claimed  for  the  se- 
cietary  of  war. 

The  distinction  between  places  and  person.s  is  essential  to  a 
correct  underslanding  of  the  subject.  The  right  to  direct  the 
places  where  a pension  shall  be  paid,  is,  as  we  apprehended, 
perfectly  consistent  with  tlie  existence  of  an  established  agency 
lo  perform  that  duty  at  that  place  when  directed;  and  we  hold 
that  the  mere  authority  to  give  or  coiiiitermaiid  an  order  to  pay, 
can  cooler  no  power  lo  destroy  the  paymaster,  or  to  make  a 
new  one.  If  the  paying  agent  is,  as  the  adverse  argument  pre- 
supposes, a mere  deputy  of  the  secretary,  removable  at  execu- 
tive pleasure,  then  the  millions  which  are  directed  to  be  dis- 
bursed lo  pay  pensions  are  liable  lo  be  placed  in  the  hand* 
of  individuals  without  any  security;  and  we  have  already  seen 
how  the  work  under  this  new  construction  of  the  law  is  pro- 
gressing. We  do  not  believe  that  congress  ha.s  so  far  neglect- 
ed its  duty  lo  the  coiintiy.  We  think  that  the  clause  reserv- 
ing to  the  secretary  the  right  to  direct  the  limes  and  places  of 
paymetils  is  the  same  in  substance  with  that  to  be  found  in 
the  act  establishing  commissioners  of  loans,  and  the  act  trans- 
ferring their  duties  to  the  bank;  in  both  of  which  it  is  provided 
that  one  of  the  heads  of  departments  shall  direct — not  the  agent 
to  execute,  but  merely  “touching  the  execution  of  his  dntie.^.” 

The  attorney  general  finds  in  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  re- 
ference to  the  order  of  the  secretary  to  surrender  the  pension 
fund,  a breat  h of  trust,  and  a violation  of  duty  lo  the  govern- 
ment. We  think,  on  the  contraiy,  that  had  it  surnrndered  that 
fund  on  such  an  order,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  it  could 
not  have  escaiied  the  imputation  of  having  sought  a rechartt  r 
by  a dereliction  of  its  trust,  and  the  exhibition  of  a spirit  of  su!  - 
serviency  to  the  exetutive  will.  The  president,  while  he  con- 
curs in  the  views  of  the  attorney  general,  denounces  the  bank 
as  an  “irresponsible  money  corporation.”  In  what  sense  is  it 
irresponsible.^  Its  charter  provides  “iliat  whenever  a commit- 
tee of  either  house  of  congress  shall  find  and  report,  or  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  shall  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  then  be  lawful  for  congress  to 
diiect,  or  </ic  president  to  order,  a.  scire  facias  to  be  sued  out, 
calling  on  the  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charier 
shall  not  be.  declared  forfeited.”  The  responsibility  of  the  bank 
to  the  president  himself,  as  well  as  to  congress,  in  case  atiy  pro- 
vision in  the  charter  has  been  violated,  appears  to  us  to  be  quite 
as  sati.<faciory  !is  that  of  any  officer  of  this  government.  'I'he 
17th  section  of  the  charter  also  provides  that  the  corporation 
shall  not,  at  any  time,  refuse  payment  of  any  money  received 
upon  deposite,  and  that,  if  it  do  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  on  de- 
mand, any  money  received  upon  deposite,  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  receive  the  same,  s,neh  person  shall  be  entitled 
to  recover  interest  on  the  money  until  the  same  shall  be  fully 
paid,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per  cent,  from  the  time  of  the  de- 
mand. If  the  president  thinks  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  this 
provision  has  been  violated,  the  remedy  is  in  his  own  hands, 
and  it  appears  to  us  to  be  ample.  If  it  were  not  sufficient,  con- 
gress, on  that  fact  being  shown,  has  the  oower  reserved  by  the 
charter  to  supply  any  deficiency  by  farther  legislation.  VVe  do 
not  understand  that  the  ability  of  the  bank  to  respond  to  any 
pecuniary  demand  upon  it  by  the  goyernment  for  public  dues  is 
questioned;  and  as  an  engine  of  power,  with  all  the  guards  plac- 
ed around  it  by  the  charter,  we  think  it  is  far  less  to  be  dreaded 
than  twenty  stale  banks,  affiliated  by  their  allegiance  to  a com- 
mon master,  and  strengthened  not  only  by  the  funds  of  the  pen- 
sioners, but  by  all  the  money  in  the  treasury. 

W’e  are  also  told  that  the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  deliver  over 
the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  Ibis  agency  is  a still  more 
palpable  breach  of  the  duty  which  results  fiom  what  the  attor- 
ney general  terms  the  subordination  of  the  agent  to  his  princi- 
pai.  If  the  secretary,  instead  of  congre.«s  or  the  government, 
were  the  principal,  and  the  bank  merely  the  secretary’s  deputy, 
the  right  of  the  former  to  the  custody  of  these  books  and  papers 
before  a final  settlement  of  the  accounts,  might  well  be  ques- 
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tioned  by  the  latter.  But  when  we  repudiate  the  whole  doc- 
trine which  subjects  the  pension  fund  to  be  disposed  of  at  the 
will  of  the  executive,  and  acknowledge  congress  as  the  power 
which  created  the  agency,  this  executive  pretension  become 
absolutely  preposterous.  We  have  shown  that  the  act  transfer- 
ring the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  abolishing  their  olbcer,-  directs  them  and 
the  agents  for  military  pensions,  where  there  is  no  such  com- 
missioner, to  deliver  to  the  bank  “the  register,  and  all  the  re- 
cords and  papers  of  their  respective  officer,”  and  that,  “upon 
the  delivery  of  the  records  and  papers,  the  office  of  the  commis- 
sioners’ shall  be  abolished.”  The  books  and  papers  of  the  pen- 
sion agents  of  that  day  were,  therefore,  deposited  in  the  bank 
by  virtue  of  a positive  statute,  and  neither  the  congress  that 
passed  the  bank  charter,  nor  the  president  who  approved  it, 
seems  to  have  supposed  that  it  could  obtain  them  in  any  other 
way.  What  was  considered  in  1817  as  no  fit  subject  for  mere 
executive  regulation,  does  not  now  appear  otherwise  to  the 
committee  than  it  did  to  the  framers  of  the  charter.  Without 
legislative  interposition,  the  books  and  papers  necessary  for  the 
transaction  of  th€  business  of  the  pension  agent  should  remain 
in  the  bank;  and  neither  executive  denunciation,  nor  any  mere 
desire  of  the  corporation  to  get  rid  of  a troublesome  and  expen- 
sive duty  should  induce  it  to  desert  the  important  trust  which 
has  been  confided  to  it  by  the  legislature  of  the  country. 

We  understand  the  attorney  general  as  claiming  for  the  de- 
partment of  war  the  custody  of  these  books  and  papers  during 
the  interval  between  the  semi-annual  payments,  even  though  it 
should  be  obliged  to  return  them  again  to  the  bank  when  the 
day  of  payment  shall  arrive.  The  order  of  the  secretary  was 
for  a permanent  and  absolute  transfer  of  the  books  and  papers; 
and,  injustice  to  the  directors  of  the  bank,  the  committee  feel 
bound  to  say  that  the  attempt  of  the  attorney  general  to  put 
them  in  the  wrong,  by  placing  the  order  of  the  secretary,  which 
they  have  refused  to  obey,  on  the  basis  of  a mere  request  for 
the  temporary  use  of  the  papers  until  the  day  of  semi-annual 
payments  should  return,  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts,  and  is 
so  far  an  abandonment  of  the  real  ground  of  the  controversy. 

We  cannot  take  leave  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general 
without  farther  commentary  on  his  concluding  observations. 
He  contends  not  only  that  the  books  and  papers,  hut  the  funds 
also  in  the  pension  agency,  may  be  removed  for  temporary  pur- 
poses. “They  (the  books  and  papers)  are,”  says  he.  “exclu- 
sively the  property  of  the  government.”  Hence  he  contends 
that  “the  government”  is  entitled  to  them  during  the  interval 
between  the  semi-annual  payments!  “The  same  remark,”  he 
adds,  “may  also  be  applied  to  the  moneys  of  the  agency,  which 
the  government  is  not  bound  to  leave  on  deposite  in  the  bank, 
even  if  it  were  admitted  that  the  law  has  imposed  on  it  the  duty 
of  employing  the  bank  to  pay  them  out.  The  conduct  of  the 
bank,  regarding  it  in  this  light,  and  independently  of  every  other 
objection,  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  indefensible.” 

The  president,  in  the  message,  says,  “I  add  my  entire  con- 
currence in  the  views  he  (the  attorney  general,  in  this  opinion) 
has  taken.” 

What  is  meant  by  “the  government.?”  If  this  expression 
here  has  any  meaning,  it  is  confined  to  the  executive  depart- 
ment alone.  No  other  branch  of  the  government  had  any  thing 
to  do  with  the  change  of  the  pension  agency;  and  in  a spirit  of 
candor  towards  the  officer  who  made  this  report  at  the  request 
of  the  president,  we  have  combatted  Jiis  argument  as  we  felt 
bound  to  consider  he  intended  it  should  be  understood.  We 
have,  therefore,  answered  his  reasoning  in  relation  to  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  agency  as  if  he  had  said  that  the  executive  or 
the  department  of  war  was  entitled  to  their  custody.  But  this 
is  not  the  “government.”  Ours  is  a government  of  laws.  To 
Bay  that  the  president  and  congiess  can,  only  by  law,  reclaim 
the  agency;  that  none  but  the  government,  in  the  proper  signi- 
fication of  the  word,  is  entitled  to  the  books  and  papers,  as  well 
as  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  it  has  created,  when  it 
may  demand  them  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  is  to  say  just 
what  we  have  contended  for,  and  to  admit  what  we  understand 
the  attorney  general  to  deny.  If  the  attorney  general  supposes 
that  the  president  is  the  government,  or  that  any  executive  de- 
partment is  the  government  of  this  country,  it  is  time  that  his 
reading  of  the  constitution  should  be  examined,  especially  by 
congress. 

The  power  to  remove  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  has 
never  been  confided  to  the  secretary  of  war.  The  bank  charter 
enacts  that  the  deposites  shall  remain  in  the  bank,  unless  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  otherwise  direct.  The  duties  of 
the  latter,  under  the  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  which  devolv- 
ed on  the  former  officer  by  virtue  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
28th  of  June,  1832,  do  not  embrace  the  superintendence  of  the 
system  of  finance,  but  the  direction  of  the  times  and  places  of 
paying  one  class  of  pensioners.  When  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  direct  the  surrender  of  these  funds,  after  his  war- 
rant for  them  has  been  once  issued  with  all  the  forms  of  law; 
after  they  have  been  paid  out  of  the  treasury  on  that  warrant 
into  the  bank,  and  there  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  pension  fund, 
it  will  be  time  to  consider  whether  his  direction  ought  to  be 
obeyed,  and  whenever  it  shall  be  decided  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  that  the  pension  fund  is  still  in  the  treasury,  and 
he  shall  attempt  to  make  pension  agencies  for  congress,  that 
body  will  doubtless  give  the  proper  attention  to  the  subject. 
But  if  the  power  is  now  claimed  to  be  in  the  secretary  of  war 
(in  virtue  of  his  right  to  direct  the  pension  agent)  to  put  the 
pension  fund  in  his  pocket  when  he  pleases,  or,  daring  the  in- 


tervals between  the  semi-annual  payments  of  pensioners,  we 
find  in  the  laws  no  warrant  for  such  a pretension.  The  duties 
of  the  secretary  were  to  be  au.viliary  to  those  of  the  bank  in  the 
duty  of  paying  pensions.  Their  co-ordinate  powers  are  misun- 
derstood when  the  former  attempts  to  remove  the  latter,  as  his 
subordinate,  at  pleasure,  or  to  assume  the  execution  of  those 
duties  which  congress  has  confided  to  the  latter  alone. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  matter  which  has  been  referred  to  the 
committee,  the  bank  has  acted  only  on  the  defensive,  and  has 
done  no  more  than  is  required  of  every  trustee.  It  has  assum- 
ed no  attitude  which  ought  to  be  considered  as  offensive  to  any 
department  of  the  government,  but  it  has  been  faithful  to  its 
trust.  In  this  country  every  man  must  exercise  his  own  judg- 
ment in  matters  touching  his  rights  and  duties.  This  is  inci- 
dent to  his  right  of  self-defence.  Had  the  president  demanded 
of  the  bank  their  hanking  house  in  Washington  as  a suitable 
place  for  the  treasury  department,  after  the  late  conflagration  of 
the  treasury  buildings,  might  not  the  bank  have  decided  against 
the  application  without  being  censured  for  “sitting  in  judgment 
upon  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  tlie  constituted  authorities.?” 
May  not  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  upon  the  construction 
of  any  law  differ  from  that  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates.?  The  citizens  who  subscribed  for  stock  in  this  bank 
have  not  thereby  lost  the  right  to  sit  in  judgment,  in  this  sense, 
on  the  acts  and  conduct  of  any  man  or  set  of  men  in  this  nation, 
who,  in  their  honest  judgment,  may  invade  their  privileges,  or 
seek  to  deprive  them  of  an  opportunity  of  discharging  their  du- 
ties. The  case  of  a corporation  is  like  that  of  every  individual 
in  this  respect.  The  president  has  no  right  to  take  private  pro- 
perty for  public  use  from  any  man  without  his  consent,  or  the 
consent  of  his  representatives,  and  compensation  to  him.  Now, 
if  the  president  demands  the  land  of  a citizen  for  a light  house, 
or  any  other  public  work,  may  not  the  owner  consider  and  de- 
cide for  himself  the  question  of  title,  without  being  reproached 
for  a “usurpation  of  the  judicial  power?”  Must  he  who  says  to 
an  executive  officer,  “I  contend  for  my  property,  and  have  de- 
cided that,  before  I surrender  to  you  what  I believe  to  be  mine, 
I will  defend  myself  in  the  courts  of  law,”  be  therefore  denounc- 
ed as  usurping  judicial  power?  The  bank  has  done  no  more  to 
occasion  such  a denunciation.  It  has  respectfully  considered, 
and  fully  replied  to  the  executive  mandate.  Its  answer  is,  that 
it  considers  itself  bound  by  the  laws  of  congress  not  to  surren- 
der the  pension  agency  without  the  consent  of  congress.  It 
professes  its  perfect  willingness  to  yield  the  trust  if  congress 
will  release  it.  Without  that  release,  it  must,  in  self-defence, 
abide  a suit  in  the  court,  if  the  executive  choose  to  go  to  law. 
It  has  not  relied  alone  on  its  own  judgment.  In  doubt  of  its 
own  opinion,  it  has  left  the  question  to  eminent  counsel,  and, 
in  perfect  frankness,  it  has  communicated  to  the  executive  offi- 
cer their  views  and  arguments.  This  is  what  the  president 
terms  “usurping  judicial  power,”  and  prescribing  to  the  execu- 
tive department  the  manner  in  which  it  shall  execute  the  trust 
confided  to  it  by  law.  This  is  called  “checking  and  controlling 
the  acts  of  the  public  servants  by  an  irresponsible  money-cor- 
poration;” and  we  are  gravely  told  that,  if  this  be  tolerated, 
“the  whole  frame  of  our  government  is  changed,  and  we  have 
established  a power  in  the  bank  above  what  we  derive  from  the 
people.”  It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  executive  in  this 
ease  assumes  to  itself  the  judicial  power,  for  the  very  reason 
that  it  denies  to  the  bank  the  right  to  inquire  into  its  duties.  It 
sets  up  a claim  which  it  will  not  suffer  the  bank  to  deny  or 
doubt.  It  demands  an  immediate  surrender  on  its  own  judg- 
ment, and  necessarily  refuses  to  the  agent  of  the  government 
the  right  to  invoke  the  decision  of  the  court  for  its  protection. 
Such  pretensions  are  new  in  the  history  of  executive  power  in 
this  nation.  They  are  unsuiled  to  the  genius  of  the  government 
under  which  we  live;  and  wherever  they  shall  so  prevail,  that 
an  American  citizen  shall  not  dare  to  dispute  with  an  executive 
officer  upon  any  question  touching  his  right  to  either  property, 
character  or  liberty,  then  indeed,  in  the  language  of  the  presi- 
dent, “the  whole  frame  of  our  government  will  be  changed,” 
and,  no  matter  what  may  be  its  name,  it  will  be  a hateful  des- 
potism. 

The  president  complains  that  the  pensioners  will  suffer  by 
the  conduct  of  the  bank.  From  a part  of  the  correspondence 
submitted  to  us,  it  would  appear  that  the  new  pension  agents 
have,  in  some  instances  at  least,  been  paying  their  claims.  But 
if  they  are  indeed  sufferers,  if  delays  and  embarrassments  have 
been  incurred  by  the  gallant  defenders  of  their  country  in  the 
receipt  of  the  debt  which  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  has  award- 
ed to  them,  and  which,  in  many  instances,  is  necessary  for  their 
subsistence  and  comfort  in  their  declining  years,  it  is  plain  that 
all  those  delays  and  embarra.ssments  have  been  occasioned  sole- 
ly by  an  illegal  order  emanating  from  the  executive,  and  com- 
manding the  bank  “to  cease  paying  the  pensions.”  The  best 
mode  of  exhibiting  executive  sympathy  for  the  soldiers  of  the 
revolution  is  not  in  publicly  deploring  their  unhappy  fate  and 
their  distressed  condition,  but  in  rescinding  the  order  which 
prohibits  the  bank  from  paying  them  their  dues.  Until  this  be 
done,  the  committee  is  compelled  to  acquit  the  bank,  when 
thus  arraigned  before  them  on  a charge  of  cruelty  to  the  revolu- 
tionary soldiers. 

In  conclusion  the  committee  recommend  for  the  adoption  of 
the  senate,  the  following  resolution,  and  pray  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject: 

Resolved,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in  ap- 
pointing pension  agents  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  or  one  of  its  branches  has  been  establiehed. 
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It  is  a long  time  since  when  we  said  any  thing  to  our  | 
friends  about  the  smrdl  money  matters  between  them  and 
us — and  we  would  not  now  be  importunate;  but  a valua- 
ble favor  might  be  conferred,  if  those  to  whom  the  pay- 
ment of  our  little  demands,  now  or  a short  time  hence,  is 
unimportant,  would  promptly  recollect  and  relieve  us. 

The  brief  speech  of  Mr.  JIea//i,  our  own  immediate 
representative  in  congress,  on  presenting  the  Baltimore 
memorial  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  is  inserted  in  a subsequent  page.  Mr.  H.  has  fully 
realized,  in  all  his  proceedings,  and  in  this  matter  espe- 
cially, the  just  expectations  of  those  who  supported  him; 
and  he  is,  besides,  a very  industrious  and  attentive  mem- 
ber in  the  house,  and  also  to  the  private  business  and  lo- 
cal affairs  of  his  constituents. 

The  following,  from  a Philadelphia  paper,  thouglv  not 
exactly  in  our  way  because  of  its  personally  political 
bearing,  is  such  a “good  thing”  that  we  give  it  a place. 
It  is  genu-winely  “salted,”  as  major  Downing  would  say. 

“Mr.  Heath,  of  .Maryland,  made  some  remarks,  in  the  course 
of  wliich,  he  stated  that  he  w'as  a Jackson  man;  that  he  had 
supported  the  administration,  but  that  he  was  not  a “collar 
man.”  The  speaker  called  him  to  order.  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of 
Ohio,  who  is  not  onlv  a sensible,  but  a pleasant,  sarcastic  man, 
remarked,  in  an  under  tone,  ‘that  the  speaker  was  determined 
not  to  have  any  stray  horses  running;  about  here,  without  collars 
on,  and  therefore  stopped  Mr.  Heath.’  ” 

We  give  accounts  of  two  meetings  about  the  bank  and 
the  deposites,  &c.  of  very  different  character,  which  it 
seemed  necessary  to  make  room  for  in  the  ItEoiSTEU — 
one  held  at  Tammany  hall.  New  York,  and  the  other  in 
Monument  square,  Baltimore;  and  in  the  proceedings  of 
each  there  is  much  matter  for  reflection. 

A retirement  from  such  publications,  and  pretty  full 
notices  of  other  matters  connected  with  the  proceedings 
had  in  this  season  of  excitement,  cannot  be  promised, 
and  the  report  and  counter  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and  such  like  papers,  rmist  obtain  room; 
and  other  articles  will  be  presented  over  which  we  shall 
not  have  any  sort  of  discretion;  but  we  are  really  wearied 
and  worn-out  by  the  pressure  of  such  things,  which  bears 
as  hard  upon  our  pages,  as  the  pressure  caused  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  bears  upon  our  means  to  print 
them! — and  the  misery  is,  that,  in  neitlier  case,  is  there 
a present  prospect  of  relief  to  cheer  us.  But  with  regard 
to  the  Register,  itself,  we  know'  that  its  utility  is  reduc- 
e<i,  in  the  consequent  neglect  of  other  important  things 
which  ought  to  be  recorded,  and  which  all  persons  will, 
hereafter,  expect  to  find  preserved  in  it. 

We  have  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
mechanics,  &c.  of  New  York,  giving  an  account  of  their 
visit  to  Washington  and  interview  with  the  president, 
and  also  of  the  proceedings  of  a great  meeting  of  the 
people  held  at  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday  last,  at  whicb 
earnest  resolutions,  &c.  were  passed  in  support  of  the 
])resident  and  his  measures,  in  relation  to  the  bank.  We 
cannot  give  either. 

Courage  and  perseverance  have  various  qualities;  and 
one  of  the  greatest  exertions  of  them  is  for  a member  of 
congress,  to  rise  in  his  place,  and  expel  the  audience, 
and  then  whip  out  the  members  themselves,  in  “less  than 
no  time,”  as  major  Downing  says. 

THE  currency,  &TC.  BRIEF  NOTICES. 

The  banks  of  Pittsburgh  have  resolved  not  to  receive 
the  n-otes  of  the  Ohio  banks. 

A bill  has  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Ken- 
tucky establishing  a state  bank. 

The  bank  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  one  of  the  new  de- 
posite  banks,  has  refused  to  receive  further  deposites  on 
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I account  of  the  United  States,  and  deposited  w ith  the 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  that  city,  all 
the  public  money  or  eftecls  in  possession,  to  be  paid  over 
as  a “special”  concern,  when  demanded. 

The  Columbia  (Pa.)  Spy  of  Saturday  says:  “We  un- 
derstand that  orders  have  been  received  to  stoj)  all  w ork 
on  the  second  track  of  the  railway  betw  een  this  place  and 
Philadelphia.” 

The  “New  York  Commercial  Advertiser”  of  the  1st 
inst.  had  the  following  bank  note  table — 

A considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  this  day. 
The  Hasteni  bank  notes  are  redeemed  at  ^ per  cent,  dis- 
count. J\'e^a  Fork,  city  notes,  par.  Long  Island,  do. 
Dutchess  and  Poughkeepsie,  do.  Hudson  Ri\er,  do. 
Other  River  notes,  including  West  Chester,  jt  per  cent. 
Albany,  Troy,  Lansingburgh  and  Schenectady,  A per  cent. 
All  others,  west  of  Albany,  ^ [ter  cent.  J\^ew  Jeisey,  ^ 
a 1 per  cent.  Pennsylvania,  a 2 per  cent.  Delaware, 
2.  Maryland,  1 a 1^.  District  of  Columbia,  1^.  Vir- 
ginia, 2^.  J\Torth  and  South  Carolina,  2|-.  Georgia,  3 
a 5.  Ohio,  Cleaveland,  1^.  Gtauga,  3;  all  others  5. 
Michigan,  1 J.  Canada,  3 a b per  cent. 

[The  rates  in  Baltimore,  as  to  eastern  money,  are  much 
higher.  Bills  of  tlie  New  England  banks  average  2 per 
cent,  and  those  of  New  York,  except  qf  the  city  banks, 
from  2^  to  3 jier  cent,  discount — and  so  of  others.  Those 
of  the  District,  and  of  Virginia,  are  at  a lower  rate.] 

By  the  direction  of  a ma  jority  of  the  stockholders,  the 
Western  bank  of  Philadelphia,  has  petitioned  congress 
for  a restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  baiik  of 
the  United  States. 

The  price  of  wheat  at  Le  Roy,  N.  Y.  is  “five  shil- 
lings,” or  62^  cents.  It  was  recently  one  dollar.  At 
Genesseo  wheat  is  said  to  have  “no  price.”  At  Zane^>- 
ville,  O.  the  price  of  wheat  is  reported  at  37^  cents,  and 
flour  at  Wheeling  $2  30. 

Several  new  banks  have  just  been  incorporated  in  New 
Jersey. 

The  Harrisburgh  Chronicle  of  Monday  says,  “two  bids’ 
are  now  before  the  governor,  for  tlie  temporary  and  ])er- 
manent  state  loans,  but  neither  of  them  will  be  accepted 
before  the  25th  of  this  month — as  the  time  for  receiving 
proposals  is  extended  to  that  date. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type,  we  have  understood  that 
one  of  the  bids  is  for  $100,000 — the  other  for  $729,000, 
being  the  w hole  of  the  balance  of  the  permanent  loan  of 
185.3.” 

I'he  money  market,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  becomes  “hard- 
er and  harder,”  though  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  has  much 
extended  its  line  of  discounts  at  several  places,*  and  has 
a circulation  of  nearly  two  millions  nioie  than  it  had  at 
this  time  last  year — the  removal  of  the  deposites  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  AVhy  then  is  not  the  market 
made  easy?  Confidence  is  wanting;  and  confidence  ia 
the  life  of  a free  circidation  of  money.  AA'e  shall  not  re- 
capitulate the  unpleasant  things  before  us.  I'he  distress 
so  much  s[)oken  of  is  now  reaching  the  “working  men.’” 
Due  hills  are  issued  at  many  of  our  large  manufacturing 
establishments,  and  the  desire  to  build  houses  seems  al- 
most totally  suppressed,  in  an  inability  to  pay  the  cost  of 
their  erection,  in  all  our  chief  cities  and  towns.  Thou- 
sands of  persons  are  yet  at  work  because^of  the  indisposi- 
tion of  their  employers  to  discharge  them,  though  the 
latter  would  be  gladly  relieved  of  them,  at  this  time. 

ITK.MS OR  BRIEF  NOTICES. 

Gov.  Breathitt,  of  Kentucky,  is  deceased.  Lieutenant 
gov.  Morehead  (anti  ad.)  takes  his  place. 

It  will  be  seen  that  ex-governor  Lincoln  has  taken  his 
seat  in  the  house,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Davis,  (now  gov. 
of  Massachusetts)  resigned — and  Benjamin  Watkins 
Leigh,  his  place  in  the  senate,  vice  Mr.  Rives,  resigned. 

*The  Boston  Transcript  states  that  the  branch  bank  discount- 
ed three  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  Wednesday  last  week. 


18  NILES’  REGISTER— MARCH  8,  1834— A BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


The  “Albany  Daily  Advertiser”  gives  the  unwelcome 
report,  that  some  of  the  Ohio  banks  have  stopped  specie 

ayments,  and  that  others  were  “tottering.”  We  would 

ope  it  is  not  true. 

But  that  the  distress  which  has  not  yet,  as  we  fear, 
nearly  reached  its  extent  on  the  sea-board,  will  reach  the 
interior,  must  be  expected.  One  thing  is  certain — the 
present  state  of  things  cannot  endure  much  longer.  There 
must  be  a restoration  of  confidence — a general  ruin  of 
business  men,  or  a currency  f with  some  few  ex- 

ceptions. 

Flour  at  Cincinnati,  Feb.  25 — .3  dollars.  Wheat  at 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  62^  cents.  Cotton  at  Mobile,  from  7^ 
to  11  cents.  Eastern  bank  notes,  at  Baltimore,  2 per 
cent,  discount.  New  York  (country)  3 per  cent.  The 
bills  of  several  of  the  southern  banks  are  at  28  per  cent, 
in  New-York. 

The  draughts  of  the  U.  States  officers  at  St.  Louis,  on 
the  treasury  at  Washington,  have  been  returned  protested. 

It  is  broadly  insinuated,  that  the  Pennsylvania  state 
loan,  has  really  been  offered  for  ($300,000  in  part),  by 
the  use  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  U.  States,  through 
the  Girard  bank!  We  are  not  prepared  to  believe  this. 

The  nominations  of  Mr.  Livingston  as  our  minister  to 
France;  of  Mr.  CT.  P.  Barton  to  be  secretary  to  the  same 
legation;  of  Mr.  A.  J^Iiddleton, p' . io  be  secretary  of  the 
legation  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid;  of  J".  S.  Cabot  io 
be  commissioner  under  the  Neapolitan  treaty;  of  R.  JVL. 
Saunders  to  be  commissioner  under  the  French  treaty; 
of  J.  W.  Overton  to  be  secretary  to  the  commission  un- 
der the  Nea[)olitan  treaty,  and  of  Alexander  Hunter^ 
as  marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  vice  Ashton,  de- 
ceased, have  been  lately  confirmed  by  the  senate. 

We  have  many  other  such  like  items  before  us — ^but 
cannot  make  room  for  them. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Gazette. 

Dear  sir — A writer  in  the  “Baltimore  Gazette”  (J. 
S. ) a few  days  ago,  had  the  following  paragraph: 

“If  there  was  any  thing  wanting  sir,  to  show  that  the 
opposition  to  the  president  in  this  matter — at  least  among 
some  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  it — was  the  result 
of  mere  party  animosity,  and  a disposition  to  oppose  and 
embarrass  him  by  every  means — it  might  be  found  in  the 
speeches  and  writings  of  those  very  men,  (who  are  the 
most  clamorous  now),  in  former  times,  in  relation  to  a 
similar  institution.  In  fact  you  might  with  some  plausi- 
bility charge  the  president  and  his  friends  with  having 
borrowed  their  arguments  and  views  against  the  present 
United  States  bank,  from  those  very  documents  to  which 
I refer.  In  proof  of  what  I state,  I am  sure  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  bring  to  your  view  the  speeches  and 
votes  and  writings  in  former  times,  of  such  men  as  Clay, 
Webster  and  H.  Niles,  on  the  subject — men  who  are 
avowedly  among  the  leaders  of  the  bank  party  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.” 

Similar  things,  and  in  a much  more  exceptionable 
manner,  have  oftentimes  been  said  of  “H.  Niles” — but 
their  source  was  from  a quarter  that  I could  not  descend  to 
notice. 

It  is  a most  unfortunate  event  that  politics,  properly  so 
called,  ever  entered  into  so  delicate  and  profound  a matter 
as  the  currency  of  the  country.  Why  such  “two-penny” 
considerations  as  the  interest  of  office-holders,  and  as- 
pirants for  offices  of  profit  and  of  honor,  should  have  in- 
fluence over  this  subject — or  by  whom  they  were  intro- 
duced, it  is  not  important  now  to  examine;  but  that  even 
personally  political  considerations  have  a powerful  in- 
fluence over  it,  is  not  to  be  questioned.*  To  bring  about 
this  state  of  things  I have  not,  knowingly,  had  the  least 
concern.  But  thus  it  was  in  relation  to  internal  improve- 
ments and  the  protection  of  American  industry — these, 
too,  were  furiously  forced  into  petty  political  interests  and 
passions.  How  do  the  politics  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
remarkable  instance,  stand  with  her  hitherto  nearly  una- 

"How  many  members  of  congress  would  stand  opposed  to  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  shonid  the  president  retrace  his 
steps?  Would  there  be  thirty  persons,  excluding  the  members 
from  one  pjLrticular  state?  I think  not.  And  are  tliere  thirty 
members,  except  as  excepted,  that  would  now  advise  a,reinoval 
deposites,  was  the  question  submitted  to  them? 


ninions  support  of  internal  improvements,  a protecting 
tariff,  and  the  bank  ot  the  United  States,  all  which  were 
lately  considered,  and  openly  avowed,  as  “PENNSYL- 
VANIA MEASURES, ”aud  by  all  parties  in  that  state? 
And  how  stands  the  case  now?  These  things  are  only 
hinted  at.  They  deserve  the  presentation  of  a body  of 
official  facts,  with  remarks,  that  I have  not  time  to  collect 
and  arrange  at  present.  But  will  simply  ask — has  not  a 
turn  of  liie  party-ioheel  almost  capsized  what  all  men 
regarded  as  essential  principles  in  the  policy  of  the  great 
state  just  named? 

For  mysclt,  however,  I throw  back  on  the  writer  of 
the  communication  in  the  “Gazette,”  the  imputation  that 
party,  in  its  present  phases,  had  tlie  shadow  of  an  in- 
flueiice  over  my  conduct,  in  either  of  tliese  great  points — ^ 
for  1 was  earnestly  the  friend  of  each,  (qualified,  as  I still 
am,  with  regard  to  the  last),  before  the  slightest  suspicion 
was  entertained  that  gen.  Jackson  stood  opposed  to  either; 
and  up  to  the  very  hour  of  his  vetoes  on  two  of  them,  a 
large  majority  of  his  most  earnest  friends,  in  the  middle 
and  western  states,  entirely  believed  that  he  would  re- 
spect the  ‘"'’policy  of  Pennsylvania,^^  which  had  so  faith- 
fully supported  him. 

Politics,  however,  had  much  influence  over  the  minds 
of  the  people,  as  to  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  were,  however,  of  a more  generous  and  liberal  na- 
ture, and  with  a more  manifest  regard  to  just  principles. 
And  that  bank,  whether  justly  or  unjustly  accused,  was 
certainly  believed,  (by  its  opponents),  to  have  lent  the 
whole  of  its  influence  to  party-politics;  and,  in  those  days, 

1 was  familiar  with  many  apparently  well-attested  cases 
to  shew  that  a man’s  political  principles  were  weighed 
by  the  boards  of  directors,  in  granting  accommodations; 
and  so,  also,  with  some  of  the  directors  of  other  banks.  I 
do  know  that  the  politics  of  “H.  Niles,”  then  an  opponent 
of  the  administration  in  1800,  was  offered  as  a reason 
why  a note  offered  by  him  should  not  be  discounted — and 
that  that  reason  was  not  esteemed  a good  one;  the  re- 
quisite number  of  directors  believing  that  the  bank^  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  politics  of  the  party  making  the 
note.  But  as  to  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States, 
who  ever  heard  a suspicion  breathed,  in  any  manner 
whatsoever,  of  its  interference  with  party  politics  until  it 
was  put  upon  its  defence,  by  a premature  attack  upon  it; 
premature  even  if  it  was  proper  that  its  charter  should 
not  be  renewed?  And,  while  agreeing  that  it  has  no 
claim  to  a renewal  of  its  charter,  as  a matter  of  right, 
I must  say  that  the  uncalled-for  attack  upon  it  was, 
tune  and  circumstances  being  regarded,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  proceedings  that  I have  witnessed.f  It 
was  doing  more  \\\nn ‘•'’meeting  evil  half -•way.'''*  It  in- 
vited EVIL;  and  though  not,  I would  hope,  so  design- 
ed by  the  president,  placed  the  decision  of  the  question 
much  on  party  grounds.  And  I have  many  reasons  to 
believe  that  this  movement  had  its  origin  (not  with  the 
president)  but  in  ?c»ca/ cosiderations  ov  personal  mew 

An  examination  of  these  matters  would  inquire  much 
room,  and  a great  deal  of  labor — I think  that  they  are 
capable  of  the  clearest  demonstration;  but  that  would  lead 
to  presentations  of  supposed  motives  of  individuals,  and 
open  a field  for  such  discussions  as  have  been  seldom 
indulged  in  by  me.  If  the  doctrines  that  relate  to  in- 
ternal improvements,  the  tariff,  and  the  batik,  have  been 
made  party  matters,  I am  guiltless  of  that  sin;  but  do 
know  that  certain  principles,  as  to  the  second  especially, 
which  I held  and  supported  more  than  thirty-five  years 
ago,  have  been  arrayed  against  me  as  party  politics  of 
these  latter  times!  The  reason  is  obvious.  As  persons 
turn  round,  they  sometimes  suppose  that  a post  runs 
against  them.  This  may  easily  happen  in  a state  of  ex- 
citement. 

As  to  the  bank — I admit  one  change  of  opinion,  and  one 
only,  except  on  that  great  and  glorious  principle  by ’which 
the  “chief  of  sinners”  is  accepted— being  sanctified  by  re- 
pentance, evidenced  in  good  -works. 

The  change  of  opinion  is  as  to  the  constitutionality  of 
the  bank,  in  which  I followed  the  “father  of  the  constitu- 
tion,” the  illustrious  Madison,  and  other  men  of  the 
highest  grade  in  the  I'epublic — and  also  fell  in  with  the 

f I could  mention  the  names  of  several  of  the  present  most 
distinguished  friends  of  the'  administration,  who  so  regarded 
the  first  message  of  the  president  in  relation  to  it. 
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doctrines  of  ALWAYS  “dexocratic”  Pennsylvania, 
which,  more  tlian  once,  through  lier  democratic  legisla- 
ture, has  passed  an  unanimous,  or  nearly  uiiaiiinious, 
vote  in  favor  of  that  institution,  and  in  the  most  decided 
terms,  tliough  once  ojiposed  to  such  an  institution,  as  un- 
constitutional, hue* *  >Iay  not  the  men  alluded  to,  and  the 
‘•key-state”  tlie  “honest  sia  te”  the  “whole”  ever  f/e;;wcra//c 
state  of  Pennsylvania,  save  so  humble  an  individual  as  H. 
Niles  from  political  condemnation  on  this  account!  Hut 
other  instances  might  be  added,  and  equally  rentarkable, 
if  necessary.  They  are  not  necessary.  If  so,  the  deci- 
sion of  the  council  of  Castile,  that  it  was  “wrong  to  make 
a certain  river  navigable,  because  that  if  God  had  intend- 
ed it  to  be  navigated,  he  woidd.  Himself,  have  made  it 
navigable,”  was  a just  one.  Is  it  blasphemy,  as  it  was 
once  considered,  to  believe  that  the  earth  which  we  in- 
habit, is  a globe  and  not  a plain?  Is  it  the  end  of  know- 
ledge in  agriculture  to  attach  a xoonum  and  a coio  to  the 
plough — to  make  horses  draw  by  their  tails?  or  to  depend 
on  the  stars,  and  not  on  the  compass,  for  the  correct 
sailing  of  ships?  Is  knowledge  to  stand  still? 

The  change  of  opinion  alluded  to  was  brought  about  in 
a certain  belief,  gradually  and  cautiously  established,  of 
the  NECESSITY'  of  a national  bank.  The  constitutional 
jiower  did  not,  and  yet  does  not,  clearly  appear,  except 
in  this — that  there  must  exist  a power  to  regulate  the 
currency  and  commerce  of  the  country,  so  as  best  to 
“promote  the  general  welfare.”  And  the  necessity  of  a 
national  bank  is  now  so  a[)parent,  that  many  of  the  old 
and  most  able  and  strict  construers  of  the  constitution,  are 
anxious  that  tlie  power  to  establish  one  should  be  given 
by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution.  The  good  conduct 
of  the  bank,  too,  since  its  reformation,  had  much  influence 
over  my  mind.  I never  heard  of  it,  or  saw  it,  or  felt  it, 
(for  many  years)  as  an  ojipressor,  uidess  in  solitary  cases, 
perhaps,  not  fairly  represented.  On  the  other  hand,  1 
knew  and  felt  that  it  was  rendering  most  important  ser- 
vices in  facilitating  and  equaliiing  the  exchanges  of  the 
whole  country,  and  in  furnishing  a circulating  medium 
which  was  more  nearly  at  par  than  coin  itself — because 
of  the  cost  and  risk  of  transportations  of  the  latter,  to 
keep  up  the  exchanges;  and  soon  believed,  as  I still  be- 
lieve, that  these  exchanges  must  be  exceedingly  embar- 
rassed and  greatly  diminished,  without  such  circulations 
of  values  as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  furnished,  and 
would  yet  supply,  if  it  had  Only  been  permitted  to  wind 
up  its  affairs  unobstructed  by  the  hostility  of  “the  go- 
vernment.” These  good  opinions  of  the  bank  were  the 
result  oidy  of  considerations  of  the  general  benefit,  in 
which  I liberally  participated — for  I never  received  the 
slightest  matter  of  favor  or  accommodation  from  it,  un- 
less of  a general  nature;  and  my  name,  by  an  act  of  my 
own,  was  never  presented  to  the  bank,  two  instances  ex- 
cepted, to  the  best  of  my  recollection — unless  in  the  en- 
dorsement of  checks  made  payable  to  me,  and  remitted 
from  distant  places.:};  'I'lius  seeing  and  that  the 


*The  leading  “democrats”  of  Pennsylvania  opposed  the  old 
bank  as  being  unconstimiional.  1 cannot  just  now  lay  iny  hand 
upon  the  yeas  and  nays  in  coneress  concerning  it — but  well 
know  that,  to  put  it  down,  for  the  reasons  assiiined  above,  as 
well  as  on  constitutional  principles,  was  the  “democratic”  or- 
der of  that  day. 

The  Pennsylvania  delegation  in  congress  voted  against  the 
present  bank,  on  constitutional  grounds  chiefly — .against  it  12, 
for  it  7,  absent  4. 

But  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  with  both  the  senators, 
(Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Dallas),  voted  for  the  bill  of  1832,  which 
was  t'cioerf  by  the  presidetit — for  that  bill  24,  against  it  1,  and 
one  absent,  in  the  house.  Tlie  solitary  nay  was  given  by  Mr. 
A.  King,  the  absent  member  was  Mr.  Muhlenhurg. 

And  in  1832,  the  following  resolution  passed  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  unanimoushi: 

Resolved  hi)  Ike  authority  aforesaid,  That  connected  as  the 
prosperity  of  AGRtcuLxURE  and  manof.vctures  are  with  the 
successful  financial  ojicrations  and  sound  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, vve  view  the  speedy  rechartering  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  as  of  vital  importance  to  the  public  welfare.” 

JThese  things  are  mentioned  because  that  venal  and  corrupt 
rtien  alwavs  measure  other  men’s  actions  by  the  base  motives 
which  influence  their  own.  And  I repeat  it,  that  tlie  name  of 
“H.  Niles”  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  (except  in  endorse- 
ment of  checks  payable  to  him),  was  never  by  him,  or  for  his 
use,  presented  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  or  any  ot  its 
offices,  but  ill  two  instances.  The  first  was  for  the  purpose  of 
remitting  100  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by  the  great 


bank  was  reiideriiig  most  important  public  services  to  the 
government  and  jjeople,  and  accoiiiplisliiiig  all  tlie  good 
wliicli  its  most  sanguine  Irieiids  had  exiiected,  without 
iniquitous  exertions  of  its  great  power,  (which  1 had  so 
much  feared,  and  would  not  re-graiit  in  a new  charter,  as 
sliall  be  staleil  below),  to  produce  evil,  cunfidence  was 
yielded  because  it  was  deserved;  and,  the  constitutional 
objection  waived  for  the  present,  if  not  surrendeied,  in 
the  seemingly  manifcbl  necessity  of  some  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

It  does  not  appear  required  of  me  to  pursue  this  part  of 
the  suliject  any  further.  1 oiijiosed  the  bank  as  unconsti- 
tutional, and  now  believe  that  it  is  constitutional — the 
expediency  of  renew  ing  the  present  act  of  incoiqioration, 
however,  is  another  affair.  Tliis  change  of  opinion  is 
freely  admitted.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  only  material  one 
that  1 have  made,  as  to  any  matter  of  principle,  though 
between  30  or  40  years  before  tlie  public  as  a free  wri- 
ter on  polity  and  politics. 

But  1 was  opjiosed — aye,  violently  opposed,  to  the  bank, 
on  account  of  w hat  I thought  its  bad  conduct  in  1818-19. 

1 truly  believed,  whether  rightfully  or  wrongfully  is  no 
matter  now,  that  its  management  was  in  the  hands  of  indi- 
viduals who  were  improperly  using  its  mighty  means  to 
promote  their  own  personal  interests,*  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  public  interest;  and  some  things  were  reported,  or 
made  known  to  me,  that  I thought  deserved  the  severest 
reprehension,  so  did  I reprehend  them,  with  a degree 
of  industry  and  zeal  that  was  never  surpassed;  and  liave 
always  believed  that  I deserved  some  degree  of  credit  for 
the  courage  with  which  I attacked  this  bank,  and  the 
“ rag^  barons'’  generally,  and  the  constancy  with  which  I 
pursued  both,  until  a reformation  was  efiected,  through 
the  force  of  public  opinion — for  it  was  freely  predicted 
and  generally  believed,  by  many  of  my  best  friends,  that 
1 would,  and  must,  fall  a victim  to  the  power  of  the  jiaper 
money  makers  and  lenders  of  currency  It  was  not  so. 
When  I began  the  attack,  the  stock  of  the  bank,  being 
abominably  liyiiothecated,  (as  I thought),  had  a selling  or 
a market  value  of  more  than  150  dollars  a share — w lien  I 
ceased  the  attack,  because  of  a reformation  effected,  the 
slock  was  selling  at  about  85  or90  dollars.  I do  not  believe, 
and  cannot  affect  a belief,  that  this  revolution  was  brought 
about  by  myself — but  I had,  perhaps,  rather  more  to  do 
ill  it  than  any  other  person,  and  do  take  some  credit  to 
myself  for  the  amendments  that  were  made,  whereby  the 
bank  was  brought  back  to  its  original  purposes,  as  I es- 
teemed them;  and  the  reform  quieted  my  opposition  to 
the  bank,  for  then  no  desire  existed  in  me  to  embarrass 
or  destroy  it. 

AVith  these  explanations  and  references  to  facts,  which 
are  accessible  to  thousands  through  the  preservation  of 
numerous  files  of  the  REOis'rEH,  I appeal  to  the  common 
sense  of  my  fellow  citizens,  to  the  good  feeling  of  every 


fire  at  Fayetteville,  (as  pre.sideiit  of  the  Mechanical  fire  compa- 
ny); ami  the  second  in  the  sale  or  collection  of  a check  on  one 
of  the  western  offices  for  a little  money  deposited  to  iiis  credit 
therein.  His  small  account  was  kept  in  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland,  (the  present  deposite  bank),  in  winch  he  takes  much 
pleasure  to  say,  that  every  request  made  by  him,  being  consider- 
ed moderate,  (one  excepted,  and  then  only  for  the  moinent,  as 
it  were),  has  been  complied  with — since  the  present  adiuinia- 
tration  of  that  bank,  at  least. 

* At  a meeting  held  at  1 ammany  Hall,  New  York,  on  the  19th 
Feb.  (last)  a oeilaiii  report  was  presenied  and  adopted,  signed 
by  Preserved  Fisk  and  James  J.  Roosevelt,  esqs.  in  which  certain 
extracts  were  made  from  my  work  (the  “Register”)  of  1819,  as 
to  the  prodigality  of  some  of  ihespeculators  in  the  bank,  and  the 
pressure  on  the  people,  at  that  time.  There  is  not  one  word  in 
these  extracts  that  I will  retiact.  They  were  true,  as  were  a 
thousand  other  things  that  I said,  at  the  time;  and  it  will  be  re- 
collected by  many  that  f tben  propheeied,  palaces  would  be 
turned  into  poor  houses’^  because  of  such  proceedings.  Did  it 
not  happen.^  Let  the  like  be  avoided,  hereafter!  But  if  these  mat- 
ters are  bronglit  up  in  .judgment  against  me, — Peter,  the  apostle, 
as  is  stated  below,  should  always  be  esteemed  a base  coward 
and  liar.  He  was  not  so — nor  do  honest  men  so  esteem  him. 
The  wrong  that  he  committed  was  washed  awav  by  repentance 
and  good  works,  and  so  it  was  with  the  reformed  bank. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  pressiive  on  the  people  above 
spoken  of  was  as  much  caused  by  the  deranged  state  of  the 
local  banks,  called  upon  to  make  specie  payments,  as  by  the 
acts  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales.  Jobbers  and  gamblerd 
and  shavers  were  not  confined  within'  the  walls  of  that  iiY^til- 
tutioii. 

For  the  article  above  allbded  to  see  page  27. 


20  NILES’  REGISTER— MARCH  8,  1834— A BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


upright  man,  whether  what  I said  of  the  bank  as  it  was, 
in  my  opinion,  should  he  retorted  against  me  as  applica- 
ble to  the  bank  as  it  is,  in  my  opinion.  If  such  a pro- 
ceeding is  right,  or  honest, — Peter,  the  “prince  of  the 
apostles,”  as  he  is  called,  should  bear  rank  only  with  Judas 
Iscariot.  But  Peter  wept  and  repented,  and  reformed — 
and  suffered  martyrdom  in  testimony  of  the  doctrines  of 
his  Lord  and  Mastei’,  w hom  he  had,  in  a season  of  weak- 
ness, three  times  denied,  and  just  after' professions  of  the 
most  ardent  attachment  to  him!  And  who  shall  stand  in 
that  great  day  of  condemnation  which  the  Christian  pub- 
lic believes  in,  if  repentance  and  reformation  do  not  re- 
lieve the  burthen  of  sin  committed  i*  And  we  are  told 
that  there  is  more  rejoicing  over  one  man  that  repentetb 
than  over  ninety  and  nine  who  needeth  it  not.  And  so  it 
certainly  shoubi  be,  amongst  men,  else  every  motive  to  a 
reformation  of  the  heart  and  conduct  must  expire. 

I blame  not  those  who  sincerely  believe,  as  1 believed 
in  1818-19,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  be- 
haved improperly.  They  have  an  undoul)ted  right  to 
enjoy  their  belief  and  to  act  upon  it;  but  the  same  right 
belongs  also  to  me.  Some  chargel  are  preferred  against 
the  bank,  for  which  it  is  desirable  that  no  foundation 
for  a suspicion  should  have  been  laid — but  consider- 
ing the  position  in  which  the  bank  was  placed,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary war  that  was  commenced  against  it,  without 
cause,  in  the  out-set,  at  least, — these  things,  if  not  to  be 
justified,  nmy  be  excused,  in  its  defence;  for  it  must  be 
recollected  tliat  its  ve>-y  solvency  was  assailed,  though  its 
power  to  maintain  itself  is  now  the  leading  cause  of  vitu- 
peration against  it!  Does  not  this  show  that  some  grand 
'•‘mistake'*'’  has  been  made? 

Though  no  man  expected  that  such  a war  as  has  pre- 
vailed against  the  bank  could  be  wagetl,*  the  ability  of  the 
hank  to  defend  itself  is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a poxver  in  that  institution  which,  in  1818-19,  I 
spoke  so  freely  of,  and  certainly  feared;  which  power, 
though  if  admitted  to  be  now  exerted  only  for  the  noble 
purpose  of  preserving  a wholesome  and  sound  curi’ency, 
J would  not  agree  to  continue;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  power  of  the  executive  against  the  bank,  should  be 
also  restrained.  1 shall  not  discuss  these  matters;  but 
proceed  to  make  some  remarks  as  to  a renewal  of  the 
charter,  on  certain  conditions,  and  conclude — just  taking 
leave  to  say,  that  my  wish  for  the  continuation  of  a na- 
tional bank,  is  not  quite  the  same  thing  as  a continuation 
of  the  present  charter  to  the  national  bank! 

1.  I prefer  a renewal  of  the  charter,  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a new  bank,  for  the  highly  important  reason, 
that  the’ latter  would  open  a new  aiul  vast  field  for  new 
speculations  (in  which  the  public  has  no  sort  of  interest, 
except  in  public  suffering  because  of  them),  more  preg- 
nant in  rascalities  [I  have  w'ritten  the  word  and  will  not 
blot  it],  than  even  w'ere  those  imputed  to  the  eai-ly  mana- 
gors  of  the  present  bank,  and  about  w-hich  I was  so  anxi- 
ous, at  the  time. 

2.  Whether  the  location  of  a renewed  bank  shall  be  at 
Philadelphia  or  New  York,  is  of  little  moment  to  the 
people,  at  large;  but  a plan  could  he  easily  devised  (as  I 
think),  by  which  all  reasonable  cause  for  local  jealousies, 
or  interferences  with  local  concerns,  might  be  relieved. 
There  must,  however,  be  only  one  head — for  the  gene- 
ral policy  of  the  bank,  to  be  wholesome,  must  be  a stea- 
dy one. 

*3.  Reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  the  28  millions, 
as  now  held  by  the  private  stockholders — forbid  the  bank 
to  issue  notes,  or  any  thing  in  lieti  thereof,  of  a less  deno- 
mination than  10,  15  or  even  20  dollars,  and  provide  that 
the  least  denomination  of  notes  shall  be  paid  at  any',  or 
either,  of  the  offices,  in  specie,  on  demand;  and  that  all 
other  notes  shall  be  i*eceived  in  settlements  with  banks, 
as  was  provided  for  in  the  vetoed  bill  of  18.82.  Thus  the 
burthen  of  preserving  a sound  and  eqtial-  currency'  would 
be  laid  on  the  bank,  while  it  would  he  protected  in  a 
considerable  degree,  as  it  ought,  from  unjust  “runs”  that 
otherwise  might  be  made  upon  it,  by  malicious  and  irre- 
sponsible individuals — for,  in  this  case,  the  state  banks 
would  have  a deep  interest  in  the  national  bank,  and  the 
business  of  the  currency  ])rocecd,  and  be  respected, 
as  a mutual  concern.  The  people  could  not  suffer  by  this 

*For  the  government  has  a large  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
stock— without  reference  to  other  and  vastly  more  important 
couMderations. 


arrangement,  and  the  well  managed  state  banks  would 
be  always  safe  under  it — which  is  a matter  of  high  con- 
sideration with  every'  man.  Impose  on  the  bank  all  it» 
duties,  restraints  and  checks  as  provided  in  the  present 
charter,  and  add  others,  if  necessary;  prohibit  it  from 
establishing  new  branches,  without  the  consent  of  the 
states  in  which  they  are  to  be  located,  and  provide  means 
by  which  the  states  may  discontinue  branches  under  certain 
strictly  guarded  regulations,  to  prevent  sudden  embarrass- 
ments of  the  currency',  and  let  the  capital  vested  in  the 
branches  he  subject  to  the  slate  laws  which  levy  taxes  on 
the  capital  of  their  own  banks,  on  the  same  conditions — but 
with  these  strong  restraints,  (the  political  iniquity  of 
selling  acts  of  incorpoi-ation  being  also  regarded)  let  the 
recharter  be  made  without  demanding  a bonus. 

4.  Vest  the  power  concerning  the  deposites  only  in 

congress^ — tlie  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  with- 
out j'csort  or  refei  ence  to  the  president  or  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  when  congress  is  in  session;  in  the  recess, 
let  the  secretary  have  power  to  remove  the  public  mo- 
neys only  in  cases  of  imminent  danger  of  the  insolvency 
of  the  l)ank,  (indicated  by  acts)  vt  ith  the  approha- 

tion  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time 
being*' — that  officer  being,  as  much  as  is  possible,  remov- 
ed from  f<o/i7/cfinm])ulses;  which  should  never  prevail  in 
the  consideration  of  a matter  so  delicate  as  the  state  of 
the  currency. 

5.  But  the  state  brinks  which  issue  notes  of  a less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  press 
on  the  bank  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  its  offices,  as 
provided  for  in  No.  3 — and  all  receivers  of  public  mo- 
ney' should  be  forbidden  to  receive  any  of  the  notes  of 
such  banks,  whether  large  or  small,  in  the  payment  of 
debts  due  the  United  States. 

6.  To  provide  against  the  want  of  a general,  convenient 
and  equal  currency,  (for  the  state  banks  ca?mo; furnish  it), 
and  to  make  a further  and  wholesome  advance  in  Ihe  use 
of  coin,  and  check  the  shaving  of  state  bank  notes  with- 
out the  range  of  their  own  approved  circulation,  let  the 
value  of  gold,  in  weight  or  fineness,  be  reduced  one  or 
two  per  cent,  below  that  of  silver,  as  such  value  is  ge- 
nerally measured  in  our  exchanges  with  Great  Britain 
and  France,  that  we  may  have  a free  circulation,  of  gold 
coins — eagles,  halves  and  quarters,  made  out  of  our  own 
gold.  At  the  general  rate  of  exchanges,  our  eagles  are 
worth  $10  30  to  $10  50  in  dollars,  and  they  “flee  away;” 
but  make  them  worth  $9  80,  and  they,  and  their  parts, 
will  remain  with  us,  and  the  amount  allowed  for  seignor- 
age could  not  furnish  atiy  just  cause  for  complaint,  inas- 
much as  bank  notes  or  silver  might  still  be  used,  if  per- 
sons preferred  the  risk,  expense,  and  labor  or  loss,  of 
making  disbursements  with  them. 

Such  are  the  “checks  and  balances”  that  I would  pro- 
pose to  restrain  the  pow'er  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  (and  of  the  state  banks,  also),  to  do  wrong,  and 
render  both  more  useful  and  safe  than  they  are.  It  is  no 
argument  in  favor  of  the  present  power  of  the  bank  of  the 
U.  States  that  it  has  not  abused  it,  as  most  business  men 
believe  that  it  has  not,  since  its  reformation;  but  it  has 
power,  in  its  ability  to  regulate  tbe  “circulation  of  va- 
lues,” as  stated  in  the  last  Rkgisteh,  to  assess,  as  it 
were,  the  money-value  of  every  man’s  field  or  house, 
which  power  has  been  exerted  by  the  president  of  the  U. 
States  in  removing  the  deposites,  and  I woidd  not  grant  it 
to  either-,  for  the  reason  that  it  may  be  abused,  and  is  not 
at  all  necessary  to  the  public  good. 

Such  is  a free  outline  of  my  views.  Perhaps,  they 
will  not  please  either  party  to  the  present  controversy, 
but  1 think  them  sound — and,  so  thinking,  ]>resent  them. 
It  is  my  opinion,  that  the  provisions  sngge.sted  would 
check  the  power  of  the  bank,  without  affecting  either  its 
usefulness  or  the  profit  of  its  stockholders.  The  cha- 
racter of  its  business  might  be  considerably  changed,  in 
some  places — inland  bills  taking  the  place  of  domestic 
notes,  and  for  which  a national  bank  is  most  needed;  and 
the  tariff  on  therh  w’ould  be  continually  regulated  by  the 
good  state  bariks,  so  far  as  they  should  be  capable  of  sns- 
t^aining  a uniform  currency.  But  I cannot  go  into  fur- 
ther details.  The  article  is  too  long  already. 

*Thcre  is  some  difficulty  in  this  reference,  for  the  reason  that 
the  matter  mioKt  come  into  court— Init  confidence  may  be 
safely  repo.scd  in  the  rest  of  the  bench  of  judges— should  U ever 
80  happen. 
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In  speaking  above  of  the  currency  being  a “delicate 
and  profound”  subject,  I am  well  aware  that  some  may 
ask,  why  / have  meddled  with  it?  Hut  the  attitude  in 
which  1 am  seemingly  placed,  whether  in  relation  to  past 
or  present  things,  in  relation  to  the  bank,  appeared^  to 
require  such  an  adventure  on  my  part.  In  the  existing 
state  of  parties,  1 think  that  a spiint  of  accommodation 
ought  to  prevail.  The  xatiox  stands  on  the  vert 

BRINK  OF  A HORRIBLE  PRECIPICE. 

The  preceding  remarks  are  not  offered  in  the  way  of 
an  apology.  What  I said  and  did  in  1818-19,  I w'ould 
say  and  do  again,  under  the  same  impressions  of  duty — 
the  same  offences  against  the  “common  welfare,”  and  to 
relieve  the  people  of  a “rag  currency”  or  “rag  barons,” 
of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  travelling  or  saddle  bags  bank’'  of  Parkersburg* 
or  equally  famous  bank  of  “Owl  Creek.” 

V'ery  respectfully,  H.  NILES. 

Baltimore^  March  3,  1 834. 

Awful  disaster.  The  splendid  steamboat,  William 
J*e7in,  caj)t.  Jefferies,  of  the  Haiti  more  and  Philadelphia 
Citizens  Union  Line,  when  off  Gloucester  Point  House, 
about  three  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  her  regular 
trip  from  New  Castle,  was  discovereil  to  be  on  fire  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  4th  inst.  in  or  near  the  wheel  house. 
There  were  from  150  to  200  persons  on  board,  and,  as 
the  flames  spread  with  almost  inconceivable  rapidity, 
from  the  lightness  of  the  wood  used  in  her  upper  deck, 
bcc.  the  scene  that  followed  may  be  imagined,  but  can- 
not be  described.  Capt.  Jefferies,  on  this  trying  occa- 
sion, appears  to  have  behaved  with  great  energy  and 
thoughtfulness.  He  ordered  the  boat  run  a-shore,  side 
on,  but  it  seems  that  the  helmsman,  in  the  confusion,  run 
her  stem  on— thus  placing  the  bow  in  tlie  mud  while  the 
stern  was  yet  in  deep  water,  and  the  “wall  of  fire,”  in 
the  middle  of  the  boat,  separated  the  passengers,  and 
seems  chiefly  to  have  caused  the  loss  of  life  that  follow- 
ed, as  well  as  much  increased  the  difficulty  of  escaping 
even  from  the  bow,  for  the  passengers,  after  letting  them- 
selves down,  or  jumping  oveifioard,  had  to  wade  through 
deep  water  and  soft  mud  nearly  2d0  feet,  before  they 
reached  the  firm  ground,  and  two  or  tiiree  are  supposed 
to  have  been  drowned  by  jumping  off  the  stern.  Being 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  city,  very  prompt  and  gener- 
ous assistance  was  rendered,  w hereby  the  amount  of  suf- 
fering was  much  alleviated — but  those  who  escaped  were 
in  a wretched  plight  from  wading  to  shore. 

As  we  suppose  that  a particular  statement  of  this  me- 
lancholy affair  will  be  publislied,  we  shall  not  now  at- 
tempt a gathering  of  the  facts  given  in  the  Fliiladelpbia 
papers.  It  is  only  certainly  known  tin  t five  persons  were 
lost— among  them  the  rev.  Mr.  Moore,  of  Lewistown, 
Del.  col  Porter,  of  Philadeli>hia,  and  a female  unknown, 
by  drowning,  and  Walter  M.  Hulkley,  a respectable  mer- 
chant of  Hartford,  Con.  because  of  wounds  and  expo- 
sure, being  in  bad  health;  wdiat  became  of  the  other  is 
not  stated.  A great  deal  of  the  baggage  was  thrown 
overboard  and  saved,  and  the  chief  of  tlie  mails.  But  the 
Baltimore  bag,  which  contained  also  the  letters  receiv- 
ed by  the  great  western  mails,  was  no  doubt,  as  w'e  think, 
consumed,  for  it  could  not  be  found;  and  a mail  lock  and 
chain  were  discovered,  partially  melted  by  the  fire,  on 
searching  the  ruins  of  the  boat.  Other  mails  may  have 
shared  the  same  fate. 

Soon  after  the  William  Penn  struck  the  bottom,  she 
was  in  one  tremendous  sheet  of  flame — but  at  half  past  6 
o’clock,  floated  off  with  the  tide,  and  went  up  the  river, 
still  burning,  until  she  grounded  on  the  Island  0|)posite 
the  city,  where  she  burnt  down  to  the  waterVedge. 

Besides  the  loss  of  life,  several  were  very  badly  wound- 
ed. Mr.  Hulkley  had  §900  in  his  stock,  which  were  sav- 
ed. There  w’ere  about  12  women,  with  several  children 
on  board — all  the  latter  saved,  tw'o  of  the  former  lost. 

The  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  and  others,  made  great 
exertions  to  relieve  the  sufferings,  and  afford  such  com- 
fort to  the  passengers  as  their  several  cases  required. 

*Jf  1 have  wronjifiilly  located  this  bank,  I beg  pardon  of  the 
good  people  of  Parkeisburgh— and  it  may  be  lliat  I have,  for  it 
is  several  years  since  that  I lit  a segar  w’itii  one  of  its  ten  dol- 
lar notes!  But  there  was  a “bank”  whase  notes  were  carried 
about  the  country  in  saddle  bnox^  to  be  exchanged  with  land- 
holders and  others  for  their  notes! 


The  boat  was  worth  70  or  80,000  dollars — and  some 
very  valuable  effects  are  suiiposcd  to  have  been  lost,  be- 
sides the  mails.  One  lot  of  jewelry,  worth  $15,000,  is 
mentioned. 

Phitadelphia post  office^  March  5,  1834,  7 o'clock. 

Three  bags,  containing  newspapers  and  pamphlets, 
were  received  on  the  evening  of  the  4th,  from  on  board 
the  William  Penn — one  of  them  ]iartly  burnt,  some  of 
the  packages  missing,  and  a portion  of  the  remainder  so 
wetted  and  defaced,  as  to  render  further  transportation 
useless.  One  package,  marked  “.Massachusetts  state,” 
taken  from  the  Washington  city  letter  mail,  the  only  one 
saved,  and  containing  letters  for  parts  of  New  Hampsliire, 
and  Massachusetts,  was  detained,  the  letters  being  too 
damp  to  be  forwarded. 

A number  of  bags,  containing  newspapers  and  pam- 
phlets, are  missing,  some  it  is  supposed  were  burnt,  and 
others  thrown  overboard  and  lost. 

Persons  finding  any  loose  jiackages,  and  detaining  or  . 
embezzelling  them,  will  be  prosecuted  under  the  act  of 
congress,  and  become  lialile  to  fine  and  imprisonment. 

If  returned  immediately  to  the  office,  a suitable  reward 
w'ill  be  given. 

Further  search  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  two  large 
portmanteaus,  containing  the  letters  from  Baltimore  city 
and  the  west — embracing,  as  is  supposed,  (fincinnati, 
and  Ohio  state;  (south)  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kenlucky,  west 
Tennessee,  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  Washing- 
ton, Brownsville,  Union  Town  and  New  Geneva,  Pa. 
and  for  distribution,  have  been  entirely  consumed. 
Their  locks  and  chains,  partly  melted,  were  found  in  the 
wreck  of  the  boat,  on  the  falling  of  the  tide,  by  .Mr.  Mo 
Cahen,  chief  carrier,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel  at 
Kaign’s  Point.  Messrs.  Talier  and  Potter,  after  a dili- 
gent search  on  the  flats,  at  low  water,  were  unable  to 
discover  any  of  the  lost  mails.  It  is  impossible  to  tell 
the  extent  of  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of 
the  portmanteaus.  Jamies  Page,  P.  M. 

Baltimore  post  8 P.  M.  ^th  March,  1834. 

It  w'ould  appear  by  a letter  just  received  by  me  fi-om 
Col.  Page,  jiostn. aster  of  Philadel])liia,  that  all  letter 
mails  made  up  at  this  office  for  Philadelphia  and  for  cities 
east  of  that  office,  have  been  destroyed  or  lost.  I'he  same 
portmanteau  conveyed  the  letter  mail  from  the  west  for  ci- 
ties east  of  this.  The  letter  from  the  postmaster  of  Phila- 
delphia, with  any  other  particulars  which  may  he  receiv- 
ed, will  be  sent  to  the  Exchange  rooms,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  merchants  and  others.  J.  S.  Skinner,  P.  M. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Prom  London  papers  to  the  21th  and  Havre  to  the  30th  Jan.  both 
inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  king  was  to  open  the  approaching  session  of  parliament 
in  person.  Much  speculation  (exists  in  the  money  market  in 
England,  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  crisis  in  the  Unitej 
States,  brought  on  by  the  controversy  between  our  government 
and  the  United  States  bank.  The  general  impression  wa.s  that 
large  importations  of  specie  from  that  country  to  this  will  be 
rendered  necessary  to  sustain  credit  here,  and  that  this  will 
produce  an  influence  on  the  exchanges  in  England. 

SPAIN. 

A conspiracy  against  the  life  of  the  queen  and  her  regent 
mother,  had  been  discovered,  and  several  distingiii.-ihed  persons 
arrested.  The  cliange  in  the  ministry  is  confirmed,  the  liberal 
party  having  succeeded  in  obtaining  power.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  government  had  issued  ordonnances  for  the  im- 
mediate convocation  of  the  cortes.  lion  Carlos  was  still  in 
Portugal.  Gen.  Llander,  who  sent  so  strong  a renmn.strance  to 
the  queen,  has  issued  a proclamation,  in  which  he  states  that 
all  his  hopes  have  been  realized  by  the  late  political  changes  at 
Madrid. 

PORTUOAL. 

Gen.  Saldanha  with  a body  of  Don  Pedro’s  army  had  captured 
the  town  of  Ueira;  the  entire  garrison,  comprising  1,476  men 
46  cavalry,  with  the  exception  of  three  officers  and  si.v  cavalry  fell 
into  his  hands.  Don  Pedro’s  forces  had  also  gained  an  advantage 
at  Mai  vao,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  Mignelites  could  not 
hold  out  much  longer. 

FRANCE. 

Rumors  were  rife  of  the  expected  resignation  of  mini.sters. 
There  had  been  a difficulty  between  the  committee  of  the  cham- 
bers and  the  minister  of  war,  with  respect  to  the  estimates  for 
the  army,  which,  on  conference,  h?id  been  adjusted.  The  French 
ship  of  the  line,  La  Siiperbe,  had  been  lost  in  the  Levant.  The 
same  letter  which  announces- this  fact,  also  .states  that  the  frigate 
United  States,  commodore  Patterson,  lost  some  of  her  rnastg, 
had  her  sails  torn  away  and  her  boats  carried  off,  and  after  be- 
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ing  nearly  embayed  off  Uio  coast  of  Andros,  had  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  gain  the  harbor  ufiVlilo.  The  papers  contain  the  notes 
wliich  passed  l)elween  the  F|epch  minister  J.  de  Lagreiie  and 
the  Knssian  minister,  Nessefrode,  rejative  to  the.  treaty  between 
the  latter  power  ajid  the  porie.  'I'ne  Fre.iieli  minister  is  instruct- 
ed to  declare,  that  if  the  stipulations  of  tliis  act  should  lead  to 
an  armed  intervention  of  Russia  in  the  internal  aflairs  of  Tur 
key,  the  Frencli  government  will  consider  itself  at  liberty  to  act 
as  may  he  suggested  by  circumstances.  The  rejily  of  the  Rus- 
sian minister  denies  the  right  of  a third  parly  to  interfere  be- 
iweeen  two  independent  nations  in  their  treaty  arrangements, 
and  that,  acting  on  this  principle,  the  emperor  will  fultil  all  his 
obligations  towards  'J’tiikey. 


TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

February  28.  Among  otlier  morning  business  attended  to, 
many  resolutions  that  hiid  been  laid  on  the  table  were  taken  up 
and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Poindexter  was  then 
taken  tip,  and  discussed  for  nearly  three  hours,  in  which 
Messrs.  Poindexter,  Forsyth,  King,  Grundy,  Clay,  Blade,  Moore, 
ilangum  and  tVhite,  participated. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  [The  discussion  was  very 
warm  and  personal,  between  Messrs.  Poindexter  and  P'orsyth, 
because  of  impeachments  of  the  facts  suggested  by  the  former — 
which  led  to  an  apprehension  tliat  they  must  result  in  a person- 
al rencontre.  Rut  by  the  interference  of  distinguished  tfieiid 
of  both  parties,  the  difference  was  satisfactorily  adjusted— as  it 
should  have  been.] 

Many  bills  were  taken  up  and  considered,  and  referred  or 
passed.  After  which  the  senate  went  into  tlie  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  when  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourn 
ed  until  Monday. 

March  3.  Mr.  Clayton  presented  the  draught  of  a memorial 
signed  by  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fildy  citizens  of  ti;s 
cdunty  of  Newcastle,  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  praying  the  res 
loration  of  the  public  deposites,  to  the  hank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  permanent  establishment  of  a sound  and  nriiform  cur- 
rency. After  stating  the  contents  of  the  memorial,  Mr.  C.  ob 
serypd,  that  it  had  been  delivered  to  him  by  a delegation  corn 
posed  of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability,  a(ipoiiited  at  a 
ipeeting  of  the  citizens  of  that  epunty,  held  at  the  city  of  Wil 
piington,  on  the  22d  ult.  and  repfgsented  to  be  the  largest  as 
seinhlage  at  that  place  within  the  recollection  of  those  who  at- 
tended it. 

The  iheinorial,  said  Mr.  C.  is  signed  by  a majority  of  all  the 
legal  voters  of  the  only  county  in  the  .«tate  which  has  ever  ex 
pressed  an  opinion,  by  a plurality  of  votes  at  any  election,  in  fa 
vor  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States.  Men 
pf  all  parties,  of  all  trades  and  professions,  of  all  the  grades  of 
lifej  whether  rich  or  poor,  farmers,  manufacturers,  merchants 
mechanics  and  laborers,  have  concurred  in  the  expression  of 
Ihat'sehliment  which  is  now  pervading  all  the  ranks  and  class- 
es of  men  in  other  sections  of  the  union,  that  the  appropriate 
remedy  for  the  distresses  of  the'eountry  is  the  lestoration  of  the 
public  treasure  to  the  public  agent,  primarily  appointed  by  con- 
gress to' receive  it. 

Mr.  o'",  proceeded  to  speak  at  considerable  length  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  petition  and  state  of  things  in  Delaware.  He  first 
f^oke  o^f  the  farmers,  who  had  sustained  a loss  in  the  price  of 
corn  of  25  cents  a bushel — at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
ei’tes  it  was 70  cents,  and  expected  to  increase, it  is  now  45  cents, 
^hd  diif],  and  declining.  He  next  referred  to  the  manufaciur- 
C/s,  and  said  many  were  compelled  to  receive  due  hills,  called 
‘‘Jackson  money,”  payable  lour  or  five  months  after  date, 
y'hich  tjiey  bad  to  get  “shaved” — the  employer  having  no  other 
alternaiive  but  this  from  the  necessity  of  turning  his  workmen 
put  of  ^oors.  He  al.so  stated  the  following  significant  facts: 

' “The  mechanics  and  merchants,  too,  have  participated  fully 
in  the  difficulties  which  embarrass  the  farmer  and  manufactur- 
er. The  effect  is  fell  of  course  with  most  severity  by  those  to 
whom  they  have  heretofore  given  einjdoyment.  To  illustrate 
the  real  stale  of  things  existing  among  the  poor,  I will  mention 
a single  fact  which  has  been  related  to  me  by  a friend.  In  the 
city  rWihnington]  where  this  memorial  originated,  there  is,  as 
jn  other  large  towns  throughout  the  country,  a savings^  bnnk,\n 
jvhich  the  wages  of  labor  have  been  deposited.  Last  year  at 
^hie  season  the  deposites  for  a month  were  about  $1,200,  the 
amount  withdrawn  about  $400.  In  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  present  yoar  the  deposites  have  been  about  $400,  and  the 
amount  withdrawn  $3,700.  Is  the  inference  fair,  that  the  poor 
are  now  living  on  their  former  earnings,  and  that  the  laborer 
wants  employment.”’ 

He  further  ob.-served— “No,  sir,  the  hope  of  the  petitioners 
rests  not  on  such  as  these,  [•‘regiments  of  office  holders,”  &c. 
which  he  had  just  described]  but  on  congress,  and  on  congress 
alone.  They  present  themselves  here,  neither  as  stockholders 
uor  as  debtors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  as  men  in  no 
manner  connected  with  the  institution,  or  subject,  to  its  control. 
They  tell  you  jn  their  memorial,  that  there  is  in  their  slate  no 
branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  curtail- 
ments which  their  own  state  banks  have  been  compelled  to  rc 
sort  to,  were  pot  caused  by  any  pressure  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  upon  them,  but  by  the  general  distrust  which  the  unex- 
pected reniova]  of  the  public  moneys  from  an  institution  where 
<hey  were  advautageously  employed,  Ua.s  created  in  all  the 
stat«  banks,  and  among  the  whole  commercial  community. 


Fully  convinced  that  this  is  the  cause  of  their  embarrasKmeiiM, 
they  earne.-^tly  pray  lliai  the  deposites  may  be  restored;  and, 
without  solh  iimg  a rccharler  of  tin;  present  bank,  or  venturing 
point  out  any  oilier  course,  they  a.-k  from  congres.-»,  in  geiier- 
il  bill  exprcs.^ive  htngnage,  the  adoption  of  some  measure  for 
the  permanent  establi'-hmenl  of  a sound  currency. 

[Mr.  U.  pursued  ilie  subject  niueli  luriher,  with  his  usual 
ability,  bill  we  cannot  Ibllow  him].  The  memorial  was  referred. 

Mr.  Poindexter  rose  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  the  pledge 
winch  he  had  given  to  iristitiue  an  inquiry  into  the  alleged 
Irauils  in  the  sales  ot  the  public  lands;  and  liaving  made  a lew 
irong  ri marks  on  the  matter  generally,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resoliiiions: 

1.  Resolved,  'I'liat  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be  in- 
structed to  iminire  into  ilie  circumstances  aitending  the  recent 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  state  ol  Mississippi  and  Alabama; 
and  whether  llie  proclamations  of  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales,  cau.-^ing  the  public  lands  in  the  districts  of  country  ac- 
quired from  the  Choctaw  tribe  of  Indians  by  the  treaty  of  Danc- 
ing Rabbit  creek,  and  from  the  Creek  tribe  of  Indians  in  Alaba- 
ma, to  be  offered  at  public  sale,  were  issued  ami  promulgated 
a reasonable  length  of  time  prior  to  the  day  on  wliich  said  sales 
were  directed  to  lie  commenced  in  each  of  said  districts,  to  give 
proper  notice  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  of  the  days  ap- 
pointed for  said  sales. 

2.  Resolved,  Thnl  the  same  committee  inquire  whether  any 
fraudulent  practices,  to  the  injury  of  the  public  interests,  took 
place  at  said  sales  by  reasons  of  combinations  of  companies  or 
individuals,  interdicting  or  unfavorable  to  a fair  competition  be- 
tween bidders  for  the  public  lands  offered  for  sale  in  said  dis- 
tricts; and,  if  so,  whether  the  officer?  superintending  said  sales 
had  knowledge  of,  or  participated  in,  such  fraudulent  practices 
or  combinations. 

3.  Pccsolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
wlietlier  the  registers  of  the  land  offices  and  the  receivers  of 
public  moneys  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  or 
either  of  them,  have,  in  violation  of  law  and  of  their  official 
duties,  demanded  or  accepted  a bonus  or  premium  from  any 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  public  lands,  at  public  or  private 
sale,  lor  the  benefit  of  such  officer  or  officers,  as  a condition  on 
which  such  purcliaser  or  purchasers  should  be  allowed  to  enter 
or  purchase  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  offered  for  sale  by  the 
United  States;  and,  also,  whether  any  register  or  receiver  as 
aforesaid  has  been  guilty  of  fraud  or  partiality  in  the  sales  of  the 
public  bands,  by  adopting  rules  and  regulations,  in  their  respec- 
tive offices,  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

4.  P^esolved,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  whether  the 
public  lands,  at  any  land  office  in  the  slate  of  Mississippi,  have 
been  sold  otherwise  than  for  cash;  and  whether  any  register  or 
receiver  in  said  state  has,  at  any  time,  taken  in  payment  the 
promissory  note  of  any  purchaser  or  purchasers,  bearing  an  in- 
terest to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  such  register  or  receiver. 

5.  JlesoZrcd,  That,  in  prosecution  of  said  inquiries,  the  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
examine  witnesses  before  them  on  oath,  touching  the  matters 
aforesaid. 

Mr.  Poindexter  al.-^o  offered  the  following: 

I.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  war  department  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  the  senate,  the  name  or  names  of  the 
agent  or  agents  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
to  locate  the  reservations  granted  to  individuals  of  the  Choctaw 
tribe  of  Indians,  by  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  creek;  and  also, 
copies  of  such  in.«trnctions  as  may  have  been  given  to  the  agent 


igems  so  appointed;  and  of  any  correspondence  which  may 
have  taken  place  between  any  officer  in  the  department  of  war 
and  said  agent  or  agents,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  whose 
correspondence  may  be,  in  the  department,  touching  the  loca- 
tion of  said  reservations,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of 
said  agent  or  agents  may  have  been  performed. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Ihe  said  secretary  be  directed  to  transmit 
to  the  senate,  a copy  of  the  register  of  the  names  of  such  Choc- 
taw Indians,  as  claim  reservations  of  lands,  under  the  14th  and 
19ih  articles  of  said  treaty. 

Mr.  Gnmdj/ expressed  his  satisfaction  that  this  movement  had 
been  made.  If  any  tiling  wrong  had  been  done,  be  would  be 
glad  to  see  it  exposed.  His  object  in  rising,  was  to  ask  for  the 
printing  of  the  resolutions,  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  as- 
certain whether  it  might  not  be  necessary  to  give  some  further 
instruction  to  the  committee. 

The  resolutions  calling  for  information,  were  then  considered 
and  adopted. 

The  other  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JVfcK"ean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  “Hie 
I friends  of  the  constitution  and  laws,”  comprising  tlie  farmers, 
mannfictiirers  and  mechanics,  laborers  in  wood,  citizens  of  the 
townships  of  Oxford,  Lower  Dublin,  Byberry,  Moreland,  and 
nnincorporaled  Northern  Liberties  of  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, condemning,  in  strong  and  emphatic  language,  the  con- 
duct of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  United  States’ bank, 
as  an  act  “unnisc,  illegal,  rindictive,  unnecessary  and  unjust.’’ 
They  suggest  various  expedients  for  redress,  and  intimate  the 
propriety  of  congress  withholding  appropriations  and  supplies 
for  certain  portions  of  the  public  service,  until  the  executive 
shall  yield  hi.s  assent  to  other  measures  necessary  for  the  public 
welfare. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  an  union  meet- 
ing (of  all  political  parties)  qf  the  city  and  county  of  Lancaster 
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opposed  to  the  removaJ  of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  rechar- 
tering the  United  States’  bank. 

Mr.  McKean  fnilher  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
of  citizens  of  the  township  of  Roxbnrough  and  town  of  Mana- 
yunk,  in  the  county  of  Philadelpliia,  m favor  of  restoring  the 
deposites  and  rechartering  the  United  States’  bank;  which  were 
read,  referred  to  the  coniinittee  of  finance  atid  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  chair  having  called  the  special  order,  &c.  Mr.  Chambers 
moved  that  it  might  be  postponed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  French  spoliation  bill.  Mr.  Clay  objected,  and  hoped  that 
the  subject  under  discussion  would  not  be  postponed— he  wish- 
ed it  closed,  and  thought  a few  days  would  sntfice  for  that  pur- 
pose. After  some  further  remarks.  Mr.  Hill  rose  and  made 
some  observations  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  on  re- 
moving the  deposites;  and  the  senate  adjourned,  (at  4 o’clock) 
before  he  had  concluded. 

March  4.  The  cAatV  communicated  the  proceedings  of,  and 
resolutions  adopted  at,  a town  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  of  a 
large  number  of  its  citizens,  who  describe  themselves  friendly 
to  the  administration,  and  opposed  to  the  United  States  bank, 
but  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
as  impolitic,  unjust,  and  in  violation  of  the  public  faith;  and  as- 
cribing the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the  country  to  that 
measure. 

Mr.  McKean  moved  that  it  should  he  referred  and  printed; 
but  before  the  question  was  taken,  Mr.  Clay  made  a few’,  hut 
forcible  remarks  on  the  current  of  public  opinion,  &c,  and  con- 
cluded with  asking— “Would  any  one  say,  after  what  we  have 
witnessed — ruinous  scenes  of  distress,  worse  than  the  devasta- 
tions of  an  invading  army — that  we  can  get  on  without  a na- 
tional bank?  No,  after  years  of  suffering,  gentlemen  would  get 
up  and  say,  that  their  experiment  had  not  been  worked  out,  and 
they  would  propose  a bank  in  a certain  street  and  in  a certain 
city  he  had  before  named;  and  if  the  statute  of  limitation,  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  as  to  political  opinions,  should  not  be  re- 
scinded, such  a proposition  would  no  doubt  be  supported  by 
gentlemen  now  opposed  to  a bank.  He  had  made  these  few 
observations  because  the  memorial,  coming  from  the  source  it 
did,  was  about  to  be  referred  without  one  single  remark,  with- 
out one  single  remark,  w’ithoiit  one  w’ord  expressive  of  satisfac- 
tion from  the  friends  of  the  administration.” 

Mr.  McKean  spoke  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  as  gentle- 
men of  the  highest  respectability,  &c.  Mr.  Grundy  then  made 
a few  remarks,  shewing  his  preference  for  Philadeiphia,  as  the 
seat  of  the  national  bank,  if  such  an  institution  shall  be  conti- 
nued. The  petition  was  then  referred,  Sic. 

When  the  chair  presented  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of 
Chester  county.  Pa.  as  noticed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  other 
house— 

Mr.  McKean  said,  that,  while  he  did  not  doubt  the  existence 
of  pecuniary  etnbarrassments  and  distress  in  the  country;  on  the 
contrary,  believing  it  to  exist  to  some  extent — he  did  not  feel 
himself  compelled  to  express  his  entire  satisfaction  in  all  the 
sentiments  expressed  by  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  ^'he  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  memorials  had  been  well  described  by  the 
gentleman,  and  the  senate  had,  no  doubt,  been  better  entertain- 
ed by  hearing  them  read,  than  by  any  remarks  he  could  make. 
He  moved  that  the  memorials  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  printed;  which  motion  was  carried. 

The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  28th  ult.  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  public  de- 
posites from  the  Planters’  bank  at  Natchez. 

Also,  a report  from  the  same  department,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  28th  ult  enclosing  copies  nl 
statements  of  the  atfairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  from 
August,  1833,  to  February,  1834,  inclusive. 

Also,  a report  from  the  postmaster  general,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  the  resolution  of  the  19th  ofDcceniher  last. 

All  of  which,  without  reading,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  fiom  the  select  committee,  to  whom  the  .sub- 
ject was  referred,  made  a report  on  the  subject  of  the  election 
of  the  hon.  ilo66tnr,  and  the  memorial  of  the  hon.  JE.  R. 
Potter. 

[The  report  gives  the  right  of  the  seat  to  Mr.  Robbins.  Mr. 
Wri«ht,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  said  he  should  present  a 
counter  leport,  when  he  could  obtain  possession  of  the.  papers, 
&c.  After  considerable  debate  on  the  order  of  proceeding,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  It  is  very  long,  and  occupied 
about  an  hour  in  the  reading.] 

After  some  other  busines.s,  Mr.  HiZl  continued  and  conclud- 
ed his  remarks,  and  then  the  senate,  after  spending  some  time 
in  executive  business,  adjourned. 

Marchs.  Mr.  Preston  presented  the  credentials  of Henjamin 
Watkins  Leigh,  elected  a senator  by  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resign.ation 
of  hon.  William  C.  Rives.  Mr.  Leigh  was  qualified  and  took 
his  seat. 

After  some  other  proceedings,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consi- 
der the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  Poindexter  on  Monday  last, 
which  after  several  verbal  amendments  were  severally  adopted. 

Mr.  Morris  moved  to  adopt  the  following  as  a si.xth  resolution, 
but  subsequently  withdrew  his  motion; 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  before  they  proceed  to  inquire 
iato  the  conduct  of  any  register  or  receiver  of  the  public  moneys 


at  any  land  office  in  the  United  States,  make  out  a specification 
of  charges  and  facts  which  the  coniinittee  believe  to  be  true, 
and  into  which  they  shall  be  of  opinion  an  inquiry  ought  to  he 
made;  that  they  transmit  a copy  of  the  same  to  such  register  or 
receiver,  who  shall  have  the  privilege  to  produce  before  the 
committee  such  testimony  in  his  favor  as  he  shall  think  proper. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March  6.  Many  petitions  were  presented  this  day,  and  one  by 
Mr.  IKrigAf,  from  316  respectable  citizens  of  Buffalo,  praying 
for  a resurration  of  the  deposites. 

The  senate  attended  to  a good  deal  of  local  and  private  busi- 
ness this  day,  and  spent  some  lime  in  secret  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  28.  This  day  is  given  up  to  the  consideration  of 
private  business — but  among  the  morning  proceedings — 

.Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  he  iii<triict- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a plan,  accom- 
panied by  a bill,  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  necessary  expenses 
of  the  government. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  the  question  of  consideration. 

Mr.  McDuffie  requested  Mr.  S.  to  withdraw  his  motion;  but 
he  declined  doing  so. 

Mr.  Conner  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  pre- 
liminary question  of  consideration;  which  were  ordered  and 
taken,  as  follows: 

For  the  consideration  69— against  it  115.  [.^nd  so  the  conside- 
ration was  refused,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  vo.ted 
with  the  majority— his  object  being  to  put  the  matter  at  rest.] 

Other  things  being  attended  to,  the,  house  proceeded  to  the 
order  of  the  d.ay,and  ordered  a niimberof  private  bi(ls  to  a third 
reading.  Sic.  that  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur  remaining  as  it 
was,  after  considerable  discussion.  .Adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  March  3.  This  being  petition-day,  as  soon  as  the 
journal  was  read — 

Mr.  Heister  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  and  said,  I have  had  trans- 
mitted to  me,  for  presentation  to  this  house,  the  proceeding's  of 
a meeting  held  on  the  2-2d  ult.  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania. On  the  authority  of  a number  of  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability,  I take  occasion  to  state,  that  it  was  a meet- 
ing as  numerously  attended  as  any  ever  held  in  that  populous 
and  highly  favored  agricultural  county;  that  it  was  principally 
composed  of  the  5onc  and  sinew,  the  yeomanry  and  business  mm 
of  the  country;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  state,  further,  that  the 
meeting  leas,  as  it  purports  to  have  been,  a “union  meeting,'' 
composed  of  a very  respectable  proportion  of  the  original,  and 
many  of  the  continued  friends  of  the  present  chief  magistrate, 
down  to  the  time  of  hi-  unfortunate  interference  w’ith,  and  direc- 
tion of,  and  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  which,  in  one  of 
the  resolutions,  is  so  justly  characteriz  'd  “as  an  act  in  itself  un- 
wise, the  eftect  not  having  been  duly  considered,  not  called  for 
by  the  exigency  of  the  times,  adverse  to  the  real  interests  of  the 
county,  and  derogatory  to  the  national  character  of  the  United 
Slates.” 

On  this  all  important  and  interesting  subject,  I have  not,  for 
one  moment,  doubted  what  course,  not  only  the  interests  of  my 
immediate  constituents,  but  the  great  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  required  me,  as  an  humble  member  of  this  honorable 
body,  to  pursue;  and  it  is  no  small  gratification  to  me  to  be  so 
strongly  and  creditably  sustained  in  what  1 had  conscientiously 
conceived  to  be  my  duty. 

Mr.  H.  made  many  other  remarks,  against  the  experiment" 
that  was  now  going  on,  &C.  and  stated  that  the  memorials  now 
presented  by  him  were  .signed  by  2,840  citizens  of  Lancaster 
county,  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites  and  a rechar- 
ter of  the  bank. 

Many  petitions  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites.  Sec. 
were  also  presented 

By  Mr.  Potts,  from  the  people  of  Chester  county,  Pa.  The  num- 
ber of  the  names  is  not  given,  but  Mr.  P.  said  that  in  some  of 
the  townships,  they  had  been  signed  by  every  voter,  four  or  five 
persons  excepted,  and  without  regard  to  party. 

By  the  speaAcr,  from  citizens  of  Philadelphia  friendly  to  the 
administration,  but  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

By  Mr.  Wagener,  from  250  citizens  of  Northampton  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Binney,  from  1,700  citizens  of  the  same  county; 

By  Mr.  Harper,  from  the  bank,  Philadelphia; 

By  Mr.  Sutherland,  from  a great  meeting  at  Roxbury,  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Denny,  from  the  bank  of  Pittsburg; 

By  the  same  from  the  borough  of  Alleghany; 

By  Mr.  King,  from  Schuylkill  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Wafmough,  two  memorials  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  (his  own)  of  Pennsylvania— one  from  the  meeha- 
nics  and  working  men  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  the  other  from 
the  farmers,  manufacturers,  &c.  of  several  town.ships  in  Phila- 
delphia county, 

By  IVIr.  Milligan,  from  New  C.astle  county,  Delaware,  signed 
by  nearly  1,700  citizen.s,  a majority  of  all  the  voters  in  the 
county. 

Mr.  Gordon  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Petitions  against  a restoration  of  the  deposites  were  presented 

By  -Mr.  King,  from  Schuylkill  co.  Pa. 

By  Mr.  Sutherland,  signed  by  4,000  working  men  of  the  3d 
congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  McKim,  from  3,624  persons  of  Baltimore.  [On  most  of 
the  presentations  of  petitions  some  remarks  were  offered— we 
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cannot  give  lliein  iit  lenglli,  unless  they  were  very  brief,  but 
shall  take  a rapnl  view  of  the  most  material  things  which  hap- 
pened this  day.] 

iMr.  Polls  at  considerable  length  of  the  force  and  una- 

nimity of  the  resolutions.  &c.  adopted  in  Chester  cotinty,  by 
person.^  of  all  parties,  &c.  and  said  that  the  time  had  come  wheii 
freemen  must  prove  tlieir  title  to  that  name,  or  lose  it  forever. 

Mr.  Suiherlnnd  as  well  its  Mr.  Harper,  spoke  decidedly  in  fa- 
vor of  the  character  of  iho-^e  friends  of  the  adtninisiraiion,  in 
I’hiladelphia,  who  petitioned  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites. 

When  Mr.  Sutherland  presented  the  petition  signed  by  “4,000 
working  men”  of  the  Od  congressional  district  of  Petiiisylvania. 
Mr.  Widmoagh,  (whose  district  it  is)  expressed  much  surprize 
— seeing  that  he  held  other  memorials  of  an  oppo.-iie  nature, 
&e.  It  was  ordered  that  the  names  should  be  printed  with  the 
memorial. 

Mr.  Milligan  on  presenting  the  petition  from  New  Castle 
Gounty,  spoke  highly  of  the  signers  and  of  the  committee  charg- 
ed with  its  delivery  at  Washington,  and  entered  warmly,  and 
at  much  length,  into  the  general  merits  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  McKini  said— I am  rcrjue.sted  to  [iresent  two  memorials, 
signed  by  3,624  citizens  of  iJaltimore  stating  that  they  approve 
ot  the  course  of  the  administration  in  relation  to  the  hank  of  the 
United  States,  and  praying  that  the  cliarter  of  said  bank  may 
not  be  renewed.  I shall  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  tresp, ass  on  the  time 
of  the  house,  by  detailing  the  vaiioiis  trades  and  professions  of 
the  eigtjer.s  to  this  memorial;  it  is  sufticient  for  my  purpose  to 
say,  that  they  are  American /reemen,  and  as  such,  enlitb  to  be 
heard,  and  to  have  equal  weight  and  consideration,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  as  to  any  memorial  yet  presented  to  this 
house. 

Mr.  Gordon  when  presenting  the  Virginia  resolutions,  very 
earnestly  supported  the  priiici|des  stated  in  (hem,  and  warmly 
reprobated  the  seizure  of  ilie  public  purse  by  the  president. 
Mr.  Patton,  in  reply,  defended  the  president,  and  warmly  at- 
tacked the  governor  of  Virginia  because  he  had  enclosed  the  re- 
solutions in  the  following  letter,  in  which  be  insisted  that  he 
<the  governor)  had  tiavelled  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty: 

Virginia,  executive  department,  Fch.  1.3, 1834. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  general  assembly 
of  the  commonwealth,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  transmit  to 
you  the  accompanying  resolutions  adopted  liy  tliat  body,  disap- 
proving of  the  recent  act  of  the  president,  in  withdrawing  and 
withholding  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  where  they  had 
(been  placed  by  law. 

This  dangerous  and  alarming  assumption  of  power  has  al- 
ready inflicted  deep  and  lasting  injury  upon  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth,  which  your  effuris  and  exertion.s  in  tlie  con- 
gress of  the  United  ytates,  it  is  hoped,  will  aid  in  alleviating  as 
far  as  practicable,  and  restraining  tlie  disposition  which  the 
president  has  manifested  to  extend  his  official  authority  beyond 
its  just  and  proper  limits,  which  he  has  so  clearly  niauifested 
in  his  recent  interference  with  the  treasury  department  of  the 
federal  govern  meat. 

1 am  sir,  with  respectful  consideration,  your  obedientserv, ant, 

JOHN  FLOYD. 

Tuesday,  March  A,  Mr.  Poik,  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
<ary  of  the  treasury,  giving  his  reasons  for  witlirtrawirig  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  hank  of  the  United  States;  the'meiuorial 
of  the  bank,  ami  varioi.is  other  .papers  .on  the  same  general  sub- 
ject, made  a report:  IJe  moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  its  con- 

sideration postponed  to  to  morrow  week. 

Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  McDuffie  objected. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  the  right  of  a member  to  have 
any  paper  read  when  first  presented  to  the  house. 

Mr.  McDuffie  moved  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

The  chair  pronounced  that  motion  out  of  order.;  as  the  read- 
ing was  of  right. 

Mr.  JTardiii  remonstrated  against  the  unnecessary  consurnp- 
4ion  of  time  in  reading  a long  report,  and  probably  a counter  re- 
port, both  of  which  would  be  immediately  printed. 

Mr.  C/oy  said  that  he  wished  the  reading,  because  he  meant 
ito  follow  it  by  a motion  for  printing  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  report. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  would  vote  for  the  extra  number  without 
the  reading. 

The  chair  stated,  at  length,  why  he  had  decided  that  the  read- 
ing was  of  rigiit,  when  called  for,  and  then  said 

The  report  niuet  therefore  be  read,  if  desired  by  the  member 
from  Alabama. 

The  house  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  speaker,  and  the 
paper  was  ordered  to  be  read. 

The  reading  oiTlie  report  was  then  commenced,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded some  time;  when 

Mr.  Clay  stating  it  to  be  his  understanding  that  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of  the  report, 
withdrew  Ivis  call  for  the  reading:  and  it  was  thereupon  sus 
pended;  but,  at  tlie  request  of  a member,  the  resolutions  with 
which  the  report,  closed  were  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Eesolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
fee  rechartered. 

•2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restor- 
ed to  tbe  bairk  of  tlie  United  States. 

3 ilesofued.  That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  contiinied  as 
•the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  congress  to  make  further  provision  bylaw,  prescribing 


the  mode,  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  and  the  man- 
ncr  ami  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

4.  Resolved,  'I'hat,  Ibr  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  aa 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  emb:irras>ment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  (he  U.  .Slates, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  wlieiher  the  cliarter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  lias  been  violated;  ami,  also,  wliat 
corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whe- 
ther it  has  used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  polities,  or  influence  elections;  and  whe- 
ther it  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money, 
in  producing  the  existing  pressure;  a select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  tbe  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provi.'ions  of  the 
charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  cor- 
ruptions or  mal  practices  have  existed  in  the  management  of 
said  bank;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  aiithori.«ed  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses, 
on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches,  and  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
hank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  iiispeciiiig  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  report  tlie  result  of  such  investigation,  together 
witli  tile  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a day  as  practica- 
ble. 

M.  McDuffie  asked  whether  it  would  be  in  order,  at  this  time, 
to  move  an  amendment  to  tliese  resolutions. 

The  chair  replied  in  the  negative,  as  tlie  question  before  the 
house  was  on  the  postponeiiieiit. 

Mr.  McDuffie  then  requested  Mr.  Polk  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion; but  lie  declined. 

Mr.  JVildc  inquired  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  a 
reference  olThe  report  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union? 

The  chair  replied  that  the  question  of  postponement  had  pre- 
cedence. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  postponement  and  carried— and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Binney  presented  to  the  house  a report  from  the  minority 
of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  same  subject,  and 
moved  that  it  receive  the  same  destination  with  the  last  paper; 
which  w.as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  of  both  reports  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  there  be  50,000; 
but  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Reed  then  moved  20,000;  bnt  this  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Maine,  moved  15,000. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Indiana,  opposed  the  printing  of  so  great  a 
number  of  a report  calculated,  as  this  is,  to  extend  the  existing 
panic,  by  tending  to  create  a wrong  belief,  that  no  adequate 
substitute  for  the  existing  United  Stales’  bank  can  be  created. 
He  contended  that  the  people  would  not,  as  they  consulted  their 
own  and  the  general  good,  place  reliance  upon  a local  currency 
that  would  eventually  operate  as  a severe  tax  upon  the  iiidiis- 
tryof  the  country.  He  thought  that  the  committee  should  have 
shown  and  recommended  a suitable  and  proper  substitute  for 
the  general  good,  when  it  is  determined  the  existing  corporation 
bank  shall  cease.  He  w'otild  oppose  the  printing  of  so  many 
thousands  of  a report  that  could  not  fail  to  extend  the  existing 
want  of  confidence,  and  consequently  increase  the  existing  em- 
barrassment of  the  country.  He  would  return  it  with  instruc- 
tions to  the  committee,  or  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

[The  speaker  here  informed  the  member  from  IndianA  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  debate  the  merits  of  the  question.] 

The  motion  for  printing  15,000  copies  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JVilde  wished  to  move  that  an  amendment  be  printed, 
w'hieh  he  desired  to  offer  wlien  the  subject  came  up,  (the  same 
in  substance  as  the  second  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  in 
the  senate,  viz:  tliat  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  are  unsatisfactory  and 
insufficient),  but  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
to  receive  Mr.  Wilde’s  motion. 

After  some  ether  business  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  5.  Levi  Lincoln,  member  elect  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, vice  John  Davis,  resigned,  appeared,  was  sworn  and 
took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fance,  the  rule  of  the  house  was  suspended 
in  order  to"  resume  the  calling  of  petitions  suspended  on  Mon- 
day last. 

Memorials  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  tbe  deposites  were 
presented  as  follows: 

From  Wheeling,  Virginia,  signed  by  500  citizens— from  Fay- 
etteville, North  Carolina— from  Norfolk,  Virginia— from  Augus- 
ta Georgia,  signed  by  400  persons — from  Salem,  Kentucky— from 
Union,  Bonne  county,  Kentucky — two  from  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, simied  by  upwards  of  1,000  inhabitants— from  Madison, 
Imli.'ina— from  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  signed  by  1,920 
persons — from  Burlington,  Vermont. 

Mr.  Conner,  ofNortb  Carolina,  presented  tlie  proceedings  of 
a meeting  in  Cabarrus  county.  North  Carolina,  ot  the  same  te- 
nor as  liie  above  memorials. 

Memorials  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  were 
presented  as  follows: 

From  Zanesville  and  Norwich,  Ohio— from  Chatauque  coun- 
ty, New  York,  signed  by  570  inhabitants. 
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Mr.  Po-pe  presented  a petition  in  relation  to  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  canal. 

Mr.  Foster  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  state  of  Geor- 
gia in  relation  to  the  jnihlic  lands. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  presented  a number  of  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  house  then  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  March  6.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution,  which  being  objected  to,  the  rule  was  suspended  by 
the  house,  and  the  resolution  was  offered,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  house  a statement  of  all  the  sums  denominated  in 
the  treasury  accounts  unavailahle  funds;  specifically  designat- 
ing the  several  hanks,  or  individuals,  indebted  to  the  treasury 
therefor;  the  time  when  each  debt  first  became  due;  the  time 
when  failure  of  payment  thereof  first  occurred;  the  security,  it 
any,  which  the  public  have  for  payment  thereof  at  any  lime, 
and  the  prospect  of  such  eventual  payment. 

This  resolve,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  house,  lies  on  the 
table  for  one  day. 

The  commutation  pension  bill  was  discussed— but  nothing 
important  transacted  this  day. 

- «M»»a © ■ 

MR.  HEATH’S  SPEECH 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Heath,  in  presenting  a memorial,  from  a numerous  body 
of  citizens  in  Baltimore,  condemning  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,said,he  should  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity  of  ad- 
dressing a few  remarks  to  the  house  on  this  subject. 

First,  with  regard  to  the  memorial  which  had  been  entrusted 
to  his  care,  it  was  signed  by  upwards  of  three  thousand  indivi- 
duals of  all  classes  and  without  distinction  of  party.  Jt  includ- 
ed the  whole  of  the  commercial,  trading  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  that  portion  of  the  community  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nor to  represent.  Among  other  names  of  high  respectability, 
were  to  be  found  several  of  the  directors  of  the  Union  hank  of 
Maryland,  a bank  which  had  been  selected  by  the  administra- 
tion  as  a place  of  deposite  for  the  public  moneys— together  with 
the  presidents,  cashiers  and  diieclors  of  several  other  banks  in 
Baltimore.  The  memorial  in  fact,  contained  scarcely  a single 
name  that  was  not  well  known  for  integrity  and  moral  worth. 
He  would  confidently  appeal  to  his  honorable  colleague  (Mr. 
McKim)  who,  he  was  sure,  would  at  all  limes  be  found  ready 
to  testify  to  the  high  standing,  intelligence,  enterprise  and  ta- 
lents of  the  citizens  of  the  district  which  he,  (iMr.  H.)  had  the 
honor  to  represent.  He  said  it  with  pride,  and  yet  with  confi- 
dence, that  there  was  no  city  in  this  great  union,  possessed 
men  more  ardent  for  their  country’s  welfare,  more  able  to  sus- 
tain her  glory  and  honor,  or  more  free  from  the  trammels  of 
party  prejudice,  than  the  city  of  Baltimore.  In  commercial  en- 
terprise and  in  the  rigid  fulfilment  of  engagements,  her  citizens 
yielded  to  none,  and  it  was  a memorial  signed  by  such  men,  he 
now  presented  to  the  house. 

He  was  well  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  oath  taken  by  him  as 
a member  of  that  house,  and  he  was  not  the  less  aware  that 
neither  that  oath,  nor  the  constitution  of  his  country,  which  he 
had  so  solemnly  sworn  to  maintain,  recognized  any  party  feel- 
ing or  party  prejudice.  But  he  could  not  lielp  expressing  his 
astonishment  and  regret  to  observe  that  too  many  honorable 
gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  house  upon  this  vital  ques- 
tion, had  manifested  a warmth  of  party  feeling  little  consistent 
with  the  character  of  the  deliberative  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  saying  thus  much,  he  wished  not  to  be  understood  as 
meaning  to  reflect  personally,  upon  tlie  line  of  conduct,  any 
other  member  might  have  deemed  it  his  duty  to  pursue.  For 
himself,  he  could  solemnly  and  conscienciously  aver,  that  when 
he  first  entered  the  door  of  that  hall,  he  entered  it  divested  of 
the  remotest  principle  of  party  feeling  or  party  prejudice.  He 
entered  it  as  an  American  frtieman,  to  exercise  the  right  be- 
stowed upon  a free  representative  of  a free  and  enlightened 
people,  resolved  to  act  for  his  country  and  his  country  only.  It 
was  these  views  and  these  feelings  that  should  alone  bias  the 
course  he  intended  to  adopt. 

It  has  been  said  upon  that  floor  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  guilty  of  a violation  of  its  charter.  If  so,  the 
law  had  provided  an  ample  remedy,  and  he  thought  that  reme- 
dy should  have  been  first  applied.  He  would  not  that  the  writ 

scire /acios  should  have  been  withheld  one  hour  after  the  de- 
linquency had  been  proved.  We  have  been  told  that  the  bank 
had  made  use  of  their  funds  for  electioneering  and  other  illegal 
purposes.  It  might  be  so,  but  he  would  ask,  was  not  the  same 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  state  banks.’  Had  they  not  the 
same  means,  the  same  ability,  the  same  end  to  answer,  and 
what  proof  was  there  that  they  would  be  more  immaculate  than 
this  chartered  institution.’  He  called  upon  every  member  of 
that  house  to  divest  himself  of  party  feeling — he  called  upon 
them  in  the  name  of  their  constituents  and  of  their  country  to 
do  so,  and  he  would  ask,  if  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon 
their  hearts  in  the  presence  of  their  God,  and  reconcile  it  to 
their  conscience  in  considering  a question  of  this  important 
character  upon  partv  principles.’  Had  the  guilt  of  the  bank 
been  established.’  Were  all  the.  charges  brought  against  that 
institution  made  out.’  He  had  not  seen  them.  The  public, 
however,  did  know  something  about  the  conduct  of  the  bank, 
and  he  would  briefly  enumerate  what  that  was. 

The  bank  had  acted  as  the  faithful  agent  of  the  goverrinient 
fain  period  of  :^venteeii  years,  during  which  time  it  had  paid 


to  that  government  from  six  to  seven  per  cent,  annually.  It 
had  disbursed  all  the  draughts  made  upon  it  by  government, 
and  disiribuicd  the  deposiies  of  the  public  money  fiee  of  charge 
and  free  of  risk  throughout  every  state  and  territory  of  the 
union.  Nor  had  the  country  been  a loser  to  the  amount  of  one 
solitary  cent  in  any  of  these  great  transactions.  These  were 
facts  known  to  the  world,  and  in  the  face  of  them  he  would 
ask,  if  it  were  good  policy  to  withdraw  the  funds  from  an  insti- 
tution like  this,  and  scatter  them  over  the  country,  scarce  any 
one  knew  where.’  To  take  them  out  of  vaults  over  which  the 
goveinmenl  had  complete  control,  and  place  them  where  it  had 
none.  To  remove  them  from  a bank  in  which  they  appointed 
directors  of  their  own,  and  deposite  them  in  others,  in  not  one 
of  which  they  had  the  power  of  appointing  a single  director,  or 
a prospect  of  receiving  one  cent  of  interest  for  the  public  mo- 
ney. 

Of  one  thing  the  country  had  hitherto  been  assured,  that 
whatever  might  have  been  the  conduct  of  the  United  States’ 
bank  in  regard  to  other  mailers,  the  public  money  was  at  least 
safe  in  its  vaults,  which  was  more  than  they  could  assure  them- 
selves of  at  this  lime.  He  greatly  feared  that  it  would  be  found 
in  perhaps  not  a few  of  them,  when  the  people  called  for  their 
money,  that  more  than  one  hole  had  existed  through  which 
the  deposiies  had  escaped,  never  more  to  be  recovered.  He 
should  be  happy  if  his  fears  were  groundless,  but  from  what  he 
knew  he  could  augur  nothing  better. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  been  sent  to  that  house  not  as  a partisan, 
nor  upon  party  feelings,  but  as  a free  and  independent  Ameri- 
can citizen,  who  would  never  bend  his  neck  to  the  collar  nor  to 
the  yoke.  He  stood  before  that  house  with  the  proud  con- 
sciousness of  possessing  a character  that  had  never  been  known 
to  swerve  from  duty.  This  was  perhaps  much  to  say,  but  he 
would  appeal  to  those  who  had  long  known  him,  and  there 
were  some  within  the  sound  of  his  voice,  for  the  truth  of  this 
declaration.  It  was  the  duty  he  owed  his  constituents  and  his 
country,  that  impelled  him  to  the  course  he  should  pursue  on 
this  question.  It  was  with  pain  that  he  found  himself  arrayed 
against  the  course  of  the  present  executive,  for  he  would  say 
that  general  J.ickson  had  not  a more  ardent,  zealous  or  sincere 
friend  on  this  floor  that  he  had  been.  The  whole  of  (Mr.  H’s.) 
public  life  would  attest  the  truth  of  this.  He  had  uniformly 
supported  all  his  measures,  and  had  the  greatest  confidence  in 
his  integrity.  He  would  say  more,  he  was  still  his  friend  and 
admirer,  and  happy  should  he  be  if  he  could  add,  he  was  still 
his  advocate.  His  duty  impelled  him  to  an  opposite  course, 
and  the  period  had  not  yet  arrived  in  this  country  when  an 
American  citizen  dared  not  differ  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates  in  any  matter  brought  before  congress  or  the  pub- 
lic. He  was  not  prepared  to  receive  either  the  collar  or  the 
yoke.  He  could  not  help  expressing  his  regret  that  such  terms 
were  drawn  from  him,  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  partizans  of 
the  president  of  the  United  States  on  that  floor,  and  ask  them 
if  instead  of  sending  a message  announcing  the  withdrawal  of 
the  deposites  from  the  United  States’  bank,  he  had  thought  fit 
to  send  a message  directing  them  to  be  restored,  whether  they 
would  not  have  lifted  their  voices  highly  and  as  loudly  in  favor 
of  their  return  as  they  had  done  in  support  of  their  removal. 
He  was  firmly  of  opinion  they  would  have  done  so. 

The  speaAer  called  the  honorable  member  to  order.  Remarks 
of  that  character,  impugning  the  motives  of  members  of  the 
house,  could  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  Heath  hoped  he  should  be  excused  if  he  had  not  confined 
himself  within  the  strict  rules  of  debate,  since  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  addressed  that  honorable  assembly.  He  ad- 
mitted HE  WAS  NOT  YET  CONVERSANT  WITH  THE  RULES  OF 
ORDER,  AS  TECHNICALLY  U.NDERST.OOD  HERE;  BUT  HE  HAD 
BEEN  ALWAYS  TAUGHT  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  TRUTH  WAS  IN 
ORDER  WHENEVER  IT  WAS  SPOKEN.  He  Said  hc  shoiild  not 
detain  the  house  with  any  further  observations,  but  would  ask 
for  the  reading  of  the  memorial. 

The  clerk  read  the  memorial;  and 

Mr.  Heath  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  thecommittee  of  ways 
and  means  and  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  RIVES. 

Washington,  February  QZd,  1834. 

To  the  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  dele&ntes. 

Sir— I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a communication  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly  of  Virginia,  which  I pray  you  to  have  the  good- 
ness to  lay  before  the  house  of  delegates. 

I avail  myself,  with  great  pleasure,  of  the  occasion  to  offer 
you  the  assurances  of  the  dislincuished  consideration  with 
which  I am  your  fellow  citizen  and  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  C.  RIVES. 

Wnshinzton , 22d  February,  1834. 

To  the  speakers  and  members  of  both  houses  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  J^irginia, 

I yesterday  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolutions  of  the 
general  assembly  of  Virninia,  adopted  on  the  llih  instant,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States;  and  have  considered  them  with  all  the  re- 
spectful attention  due  to  the  hiah  source  from  which  they  ema- 
nate, as  well  as  to  the  unusual  gravity  of  the  matters  which 
they  concern.  Under  a deep  sense  of  the  obliaaiion  of  the  re- 
presentative to  conform  to  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  his  con- 
stituents; or  otherwise,  to  surrender  the  trust  committed  to 
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him,  (which  is  justly  regarded  as  a fundamental  principle  of  our 
institutions),!  have  anxiously  sought  the  line  of  duty,  which 
the  occasion  made  it  incumbent  on  me  to  pursue. 

A full  and  unreserved  execution  ot  the  opinions  of  the  general 
assembly,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  permitted  it,  is  the 
alternative  ! should  greally  have  prelerred,  as  more  consonant, 
as  well  to  my  own  feelings  and  inclinalions,  as  to  the  deference 
entertained  for  the  general  assembly  itself.  Knowing  no  ob- 
ject more  worthy  the  ambition  of  her  sons  than  to  represent  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  Stales  the  ancient  and  lionorable 
commonwealth  which  has  given  me  birth,  and  to  whose  favor  I 
am  indebted  lor  whatever  of  consideration  I may  have  acquired 
amongst  my  fellow  citizens,  I liave  earnestly  wished  to  adopt 
that  alternative,  which  would  leave  me  still,  where  it  has  been 
my  pride  to  be  employed — in  her  service.  But  the  resolutions 
of  the  general  assembly  render  this  course,  however,  gratifying 
it  would  be,  impossible.  Had  those  resolutions  instructed  me 
to  vote  for  or  against  a specific  legislative  act,  whatever  different 
opinions  ! might  have  formed  in  my  own  imperfect  judgment  of 
the  expediency  of  the  measure,  I should  have  felt  no  hesitation 
in  executing  the  instruction,  and  giving  the  vote  required.  But, 
in  the  present  instance,  the  instruction  requires  “the  senators  to 
use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  adoption  by  congress  of 
proper  measures  for  restoring  the  public  moneys  to  the  hank  of 
the.  United  States,”  &c.  leaving  it  to  be  inferred  from  the  pre- 
vailing spirit  and  tenor  of  the  resolutions  only,  what  measures 
might  be  deemed  by  the  general  assembly  to  be  proper  to  that 
end. 

The  very  general  terms  thus  adopted  by  the  legislature,  have 
made  it  my  duty  carefully  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  resolu- 
tions for  the  indications  they  furnish  of  its  views  in  that  re- 
spect. The  1st  resolution,  I find,  declares,  “the  recent  act  of 
the  president  exerting  a control,  &c.  to  be  a dangerous  and 
alarming  usurpation  of  power,  by  that  officer,  which,  cannot  be 
too  strongly  condemned.”  It  would  seem,  therefirre,  that  a de- 
claration to  that  effect  by  congress  was  among  the  measures 
deemed  proper  by  the  general  assembly,  and  in  which  the  se- 
nators of  Virginia  were  instruefed  to  co  operate  in  order  to  ef- 
fect a restoration  of  the  public  deposiles  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States.  This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  the  only 
measures  proposed,  or  likely  to  be  proposed  in  the  senate,  with 
a view  to  that  object,  are  two  declaratory  resolutions,  moved 
by  an  honorable  senator  from  Kentucky,  the  first  of  which  con 
tains  the  declaration  of  an  unconstitutional  and  dangerous  as- 
sumption of  power  by  the  president,  in  substantially  the  same 
language  as  that  of  the  1st  resolution  of  the  general  assembly; 
and  the  other  declares  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  be  unsatisfac- 
tory and  insufficient. 

The  last  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  assigning  his  reasons  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  had  been  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance 
of  the  senate.  That  committee  after  a detailed  examination  of 
the  reasons  of  the  secretary,  and  pronouncing  them  successive- 
ly to  be  irrelevant,  insufficient  and  unfounded, conclude  their 
report,  not  with  a bill  or  joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses,  di- 
recting the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  but  simply  with  a re- 
commendation that  the  senate  adopt  the  declaratory  resolution 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky.  The  chairman  of  the  committee, 
moreover,  distinctly  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  senate,  that  a 
mere  declaration  by  congress  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  all  that  was  deem- 
ed necessary  to  effect  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  the  act  of 
the  secretary  on  the  subject  being  considered  by  the  committee 
as  prorisiotta!  only.  Similar  views  had  also  been  intimated  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolutions;  and  that  such  is  now  the  settled 
plan  of  those  in  congress  who  advocate  a restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, there  is  not  in  my  mind,  judging  from  the  facts  I have 
stated  and  other  concurring  circumstances,  the  slightest  room 
for  doubt. 

Themeasures,  then,  and  the  only  measures  on  which  I should 
be  called  to  carry  into  effect  the  instructions  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, are  the  two  resolutions  referred  to  and  now  depending 
before  the  senate.  These  resolutions  contain  nothing  but  ex- 
pressions of  opinion ; the  1st.  as  already  mentioned,  declaring 
that  the  act  of  the  president  in  dismissing  one  secretary,  and  ap- 
pointing another,  was,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  an 
unconstitutional  and  dangerous  assumption  of  power;  the  2d, 
that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  were  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory. 
On  both  of  these  propositions,  after  the  most  careful  and  anx- 
ious reflection  I was  capable  of  bestowing  on  the  subject,  I had 
formed  opposite  opinions,  which  I had  already  expressed  and 
maintained  on  the  floor  of  the  senate.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
now  apparent,  and  not  to  be  questioned,  that  the  views  express- 
ed by  the  general  assembly  are  in  perfect  concurrence  with  the 
resolutions  of  the  senator  from  Kentucky  pending  before  the 
senate.  I am  placed,  therefore,  by  the  instructions  of  the  gene- 
ral assembly  in  this  dilemma— either  to  vote  for  the  resolutions 
of  the  senator  from  Kentucky,  and  thereby  adopt  as  my  own, 
opinions  which  I not  only  do  not  entertain,  but  which  had  al- 
ready been  repudiated  by  me  in  the  most  solemn  form  ; or,  by 
voting  against  them,  to  oppose  the  only  measures  likely  to  come 
before  the  senate  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  thus  ap- 
pear in  the  attitude  of  disregarding  and  thwarting  the  declared 
wishes  of  the  general  assembly.  The  first  branch  of  the  alter- 
native, the  just  and  correct  feelings  of  the  general  assembly, 
will,  I am  persuaded,  at  once  put  aside  as  entirely  inadmissible. 


while  the  latter  is  no  less  rei»elled  on  my  part  by  a sense  of  duty, 
and  an  honor.able  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  me. 

The  only  course,  then,  left  to  me,  recognizing  as  I do  the  fun- 
damental obligations  growing  out  of  the  relaiioii  of  representa- 
tive and  constituent,  and  which  consiitn'.e  the  vital  principle  of 
the  republican  system,  is,  by  resigning  the  trust  with  which  I 
have  l»een  heretofore  honored  by  the  confidence  of  the  general 
assembly,  to  enable  them  to  confer  it  on  another,  who  can  better 
carry  their  views  and  opinions  into  effect.  I beg  leave  to  repeat,  • 
that  if  ! had  been  called  on  to  vote  for  a .specific  legislative  act, 
however  it  might  have  been  my  misloriune  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  general  assembly  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  act,  I 
should  have  felt  it  my  duly  to  give  the  vote  required.  But,  as 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  I am  placed,  the  views  of  the 
general  assembly  can  he  carried  into  effect  only  by  my  concur- 
ring in  the  declaration  of  opinions  which,  as  already  remarked, 

I not  only  do  not  entertain,  but  the  opposite  of  which  I have 
earnestly  asserted  and  maintained.  I do  not  deceive  myself,  I 
trust,  in  supposing  that  there  is  no  principle  of  obligation  or  pro- 
priety on  which  I could  be  expected  or  required  to  do  an  act  in- 
volving etptal  violetice  to  character  and  conscience.  I have 
tliotight  it,  on  the  cotttrary,  more  consistent  with  the  wishes 
and  intentions  of  the  general  assembly,  as  well  as  with  my  own 
character,  to  resign  into  their  hands,  as  I now  respectfully  do, 
the  office  of  senator  of  Virginia  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  which  has  been,  atid  would  have  continued  to  be,  my 
highest  pride  to  hold,  so  long  as  I could  do  so  vvith  honor. 

To  this  communication,  I beg  leave  to  add  the  expression  of 
the  dutiful  and  distinguished  consideration  with  which  I am, 
your  fellow  citizen  and  most  obedient  servant, 

VV.  C.  RIVES. 

Mr.  Rives,  on  the  21st  Feb.  addressed  a letter  to  the  editor  of 
the  “ Richtnond  Enquirer,”  from  which,  in  justice  to  htrn,  we 
make  the  followitig  extracts: 

“I  am  sorry  that  my  friends  should,  for  a momertt,  have  given 
any  sort  of  credit  to  the  rumor  that  I am  going  into  the  cabinet. 
There  is  not,  my  dear  sir,  the  slightest  foundation  for  this  rumor; 
and  I beg  you  to  be  assured,  and  to  assure  all  my  friends,  that 
no  earthly  considerations  would  induce  me,  standing  in  the  po- 
sition I now  do,  to  take  an  executive  appointment.  Whatever 
other  denunciations  may  be  poured  out  against  me,  no  suspi- 
cion shall  rest  upon  the  purity  of  my  motives  in  the  course 
which,  from  the  deepest  conviction,  ! have  pursued  here.  I 
shall  throw  myself  fearlessly  upon  the  people  of  Virginia,  to  sus- 
tain and  vindicate  the  principles  I have  contended  for  in  their 
name.  I go  at  once  into  private  life,  to  co-operate,  neverthe- 
less, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  in  the  maintenance  of  the  princi- 
ples which  have  heretofore  been  cherished  by  Virginia,  and  with 
the  distinct  understanding,  that  I invoke  the  judgment  of  the 
people  in  the  coming  elections.  The  issue  will  thus  he  joined 
with  our  adversaries  in  the  most  etn|)haiic  manner,  and  in  the 
way  best  calculated  to  arouse  the  vigilance  of  the  people  in  the 
selection  of  their  representatives.”  ‘ 

“ I shall  go  upon  the  republican  principle  which  we  have  al- 
ways recognised  in  Virginia,  to  obey  or  resign;  and  my  resigna- 
tion, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  will  be  the  most  une- 
quivocal recognition  I could  make  of  the  anthority  of  the  legis- 
lature. Be  assured,  I shall  give  no  countenance  to  the  sophism 
of  Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  that  the  senator  must 
look  to  the  people  and  not  to  the  legislature— n principle  which 
opens  the  widest  door  for  the  evasion  of  all  responsibility  on  the 
part  of  the  senators  of  the  United  Stales.” 

LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
governor’s  message. 

Read  in  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  Feb.  26,  1834. 
To  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 

of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Gentlemen:  Recent  events  have  produced  a change  in  the 
pecuniary  relations  of  the  commonwealth  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected, and  of  a character  so  blighting  to  the  reasonable  hopes 
and  expectations  which  had  heretofore  been  fondly  cherished, 
and  which,  from  the  flattering  prospects  the  recent  prosperous 
condition  of  the  commonwealth  held  out  to  us,  we  had  every 
reason  to  believe  would  be  realized,  that  I feel  it  my  duty  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  representatives  of  the  people,  ns 
claiming,  in  a peculiar  manner,  their  attention,  and  such  prompt 
legislative  action,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  meet  the  emer- 
gency. 

Of  the  loan  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  recently  au- 
thorised by  the  general  assembly,  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
treasury,  arising  from  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  holders  of 
the  principal  loan  of  last  year,  to  comply  with  their  contract, 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  still  remains  undispos- 
ed of;  and  for  the  balance  of  the  last  year’s  loan,  amounting  to 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  dollars,  and  upwards, 
which  had  been  thrown  into  the  market,  and  which  it  was  ex-^ 
pected  would  have  been  negotiated  on  the  twenty-second  in- 
stant, I regret  to  say,  not  a bid  was  received.  A disappointment 
so  extraordinary,  was  scarcely  to  have  been  expected,  even 
under  the  present  deranged  state  of  the  money  market;  but 
whilst  we  may  regret  that  a combination  of  circumstances,  so 
unpropitious  and  discouraging  in  their  character,  and  bearing 
upon  the  important  interests  of  the  commonwealth,  should  ex- 
ist, it  is  at  the  same  lime  gratifying  to  know,  that  the  causes  in 
which  they  originated  are  not  ascribable  to  any  depression  of 
the  credit  of  the  state;  to  any  want  of  punctuality  in  meeting  ita 
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engagements,  in  the  payment  of  interest  upon  its  debt,  or  to  any 
niismanagenient  on  llie  part  of  those  to  wlioin  has  been  entrust- 
ed the  charge  and  administration  of  its  fiscal  and  other  concerns. 

I infer  this  from  the  fact,  that  if  such  cause  had  e.\i^ted,  its  no- 
toriety would  long  since  have  been  made  manifest.  It  is  said 
by  those  conversant  with  such  matters,  and  whose  opportuni- 
ties of  acrtuiring  correct  information  on  the  subject,  entitle.s 
them  to  belief,  that  Pennsylvania  stocks  are  in  as  good  credit, 
and  maintain  as  high  prices  in  foreign  markets  now,  as  they 
have  done  at  any  time  Heretofore.  To  what  cause  then  are  we 
to  look  for  the  difficulties  which  embarrass  us  on  every  side.^ 

It  must  be  owing  to  extraneous  circumstances,  unconnected 
with  the  commonwealth  or  its  transactions,  and  over  which  it 
has  no  control.  VV'e  must  be  indebted,  it  is  presumed,  for  this 
unpropitious  state  of  things,  to  the  existing  excitement  and 
alarm,  got  up  in  relation  to  a supposed  general  state  of  pressure, 
distress  and  embarrassment,  said  now'  to  be  prevalent  in  the 
money  market,  and  about  which  we  hear  so  much.  All  confi- 
dence in  the  currency  of  the  country  is  said  to  be  destroyed; 
that  banks  as  well  as  individual  capitalists,  are  unwilling  to  ad 
venture  upon  speculations  or  investments  of  any  kind,  or  to 
part  with  their  money  upon  any  terms.  Various  causes  have 
been  assigned  for  this  alarming  slate  of  things,  all  more  or  less 
plausible.  Among  others  it  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  general 
government,  has  been  the  means  of  producing  all  the  mischief 
and  pressure  under  which  the  country  is  now  laboring;  and  yet 
many  of  the  friends  of  that  institution  admit,  that  a restoration 
of  the  deposites  is  not  necessary  to  the  relief  of  the  money  mar- 
ket. Whatever  other  causes  may  exist,  it  cannot  be  disguised 
that  we  have  among  iisa  powerful  moneyed  institution,  which  is 
at  this  lime  seeking,  by  all  the  means  of  which  it  is  capable,  to 
adcoinplisli  certain  objects  indispensable  to  its  existence;  and 
having  an  energetic,  a firm  and  unbending  antagonist  to  contend 
against,  ail  its  energies  and  all  its  powers  (and  they  are  of  no 
ordinary  character)  have  been  put  in  motion,  to  defeat  his  mea 
sures  and  to  frustrate  his  designs  in  relation  to  it. 

It  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  f rom  the  course  of  operations  that 
insiilutinn  has  been  pursuing  for  some  lime  past  (whether  jus- 
tifiable or  not  I will  not  undertake  to  determine),  that  the  stale 
is  indebted  in  a great  measure  for  its  disappointments  hereto 
fore,  and  for  the  failure  to  obtain  its  loan  on  Saturday  last 
Whether  by  bringing  indiscriminate  ruin  and  distress  upon  an 
unoffending  community  by  the  bank  is  the  most  certain  mode 
of  obtaining  a return  of  the  public  deposites,  a renewal  of  its 
charier,  or  an  extension  of  time  to  wind  up  its  business,  is  a 


and  we  know  not  but  some  others  are. 
laise  the  following  sum: 

5 per  cent,  on  IMiiladi  Iphia  hanks 
do.  county  banks 


If  not,  the  state  can 

$.504,4.52 

2-23,59e 


State  temporary  loan  from  liable  banks 


728,048 

22o/)00 


$503,048 

The  above  sum  of  $503,048  can  be  raised  from  the  banks,  un- 
less the  loans  which  they  have  already  made  will  e.rempl  them.^ 

If  they  are  exempted,  then  the  sum  of  $225,000,  w'iiich  has  al- 
ready been  borrowed  from  the  country  banks,  must  be  deducted, 
which  will  reduce  the  sum  to  little  more  than  $300,000. 

NEW  YORK  [TA.MMANY]  REPORT. 

It  is  our  desire  to  present  difierent  views  of  the  great 
subject  which  now  agitates  all  tlie  classes  of  the  business 
and  producing  parts  of  the  Americati  people,  and,  on  that 
principle,  we  give  the  following  reiiort. 

We  rather  prefer,  and  generally  do,  publish  such  things 
wiiliout  comment,  and  though  there  is  matter  for  much 
discussion  in  this  report,  we  shall  only  briefly  notice  some 
of  the  points  made  in  it;  while  believing  tiiat  there  are 
parts  of  the  argument  that  will  not  stand  the  test  of  a care- 
ful investigation,  by  those  who  have  studied  tlie  principles 
of  finance  and  the  nature  of  currency.  But  let  tliese  pass, 
for  tlie  present. 

1.  The  facts  stated,  as  drawn  from  the  “Weekly  Re- 
gister,” we  then  thought  and  still  believe,  were  strictly 
true.  We  will  not  abate  one  word  of  what  we  then  said. 
And  they  only  show  bad  management  of  the  early  direc- 
tion of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  as  stated  in  the  leading 
editorial  article*  in  this  sheet,  and  furnish  some  of  the 
reasons  why  we  attacked  it  in  1818-19.  They  thought 
that  they  had  “the  world  in  a sling,”  and  seemed  to  act 
accordingly;  and  the  many  hundred  local  “rag-sho]is” 
assisted  to  heap  up  the  misery  that  followed,  as  was  then 
stated. 

2.  We  deny  the  great  influence  whicli  is  attributed 
to  the  “new' system  of  duties.”  It  may  have  had  some 

question  for  those  who  have  the  direction  and  managemBnt  of  I effect  at  New  York,  as  the  chief  place  of  importation, 
its  affairs,  to  determine.  A milder  and  more  liberal  course  might  But  the  effect  was  local,  and,  in  our  opinion,  not  import- 
have  been  attended  with  more  favorable  results.  The  state  of  And,  what  extent  has  this  doctrine ' ’ > ■ ‘ 

Pennsylvania  may  be  crippled  and  embarrassed  in  her  pecunia-  i - 

ry  arrangements,  and  paralysed  for  a time,  in  her  efforts  to  com- 
plete her  great  chain  of  improvements,  by  the  depressing  policy 
of  the  bank,  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  despair  of  the 
commonwealth;  our  public  works  may  languish  for  a season 
but  will  not  be  suffered  to  languish  long;  the  resources  of  the 
slate  are  ample;  her  credit  is  unimpaired;  her  public  stocks 
although  under  a momentary  depression  at  home,  are  highly  ac 
ceptable  abroad,  and  will  before  long  be  as  eagerly  sought  after 
by  the  capitalist  as  ever;  the  crisis  in  our  pecuniary  affairs  must 


..ook  at  the  case 
of  the  cargo  of  tea,  as  stated.  This  is  an  article  which 
our  country  does  not  produce — in  which  we  can  have  no 
interest,  unless  as  revenue,  or  in  its  cheapness.  But  shall 
high  duties  be  laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  artificial 
credits  to  merchants,  which,  indeed,  have  done  much  to 
cause  the  “over-tradings”  alluded  to,  by  adding  greatly 
to  the  “circulation  of  values,”  spoken  of  in  the  last  “Re- 
gister,” as  dependent  on  foreign  labor  and  production  for 


soon  arrive,  if  we  have  not  already  reached  it— the  clouds  of  Rs  amount — which  is  an  unsafe  one. 


distress  and  despondency  which  have  been,  in  my  humble  esti- 
mation, inconsiderately  and  needlessly  brought  upon  us,  must 


3.  We  accord,  generally,  with  w hat  is  said  about  a “pa- 
per foundation,”  but  contend  that,  as  is  stated  in  the  article 


soon  be  removed,  and  a happy  change  and  a more  prosperous  W'-*  r’  „ ’j  i u i 

era  must  inevitably  await  us.  jwst  above  referred  to,  that  a sound  and  wholesome  paper 

In  the  mean  lime,  the  balance  of  the  old  loan,  for  which  no  currency,  (such  as  we  have  latterly  had),  is  better  and 
offer  was  obtained  on  Paturd.iy  last,  will  be  again  placed  in  the  cheaper  than  the  use  of  coin.f  The  only  thing  requisite 

market, and  continued  there  until  it  shall  have  been  negotiated. 1 

I would  take  this  occasion,  respectfully  to  recommend  to  the  *The  editorial  article  was  prepared  before  we  saw  the  report 
consideration  of  the  general  assembly,  the  propriety  of  passing  given  below,  though  an  after-allusion  is  made  to  it. 
a law,  forthwith  authorising  a call  upon  the  several  state  banks,  |A  Philadelphia  paper  has  the  following — 
which  by  their  charters  are  bound  to  loan  to  the  commonwealth  | At  such  a crisis  as  this,  every  patriot  should  bring  his  offering 


five  per  cent,  upon  their  capital  actually  paid  in,  for  a compli- 
ance with  that  provision;  part  of  this  sum  to  be  applied  to  the 
payment  of  debts  of  the  commonwealth  due  to  contractors  upon 
the  public  works,  and  the  residue  thereof  to  be  made  applicable 
to  repairs  along  the  lines  of  the  public  improvements.  The 
board  of  canal  commissioners  will  give  the  necessary  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  sum  that  ought  to  be  made  applicable  to 
each  object.  An  immediate  suspension  of  the  work  upon  the 
several  lines  of  improvement,  until  the  loan  first  mentioned 
shall  have  been  negotiated,  will  be  indispensable.  Permit  me 
also  respectfully  to  urge  upon  the  consideration  of  the  general 
assembly,  the  propriety  of  authorising  a loan  of  such  a sum  as 
will  be  sufficient  to  finish  the  public  works  now  in  progress  at 
least;  for  although  the  prospect  is  gloomy,  and  the  money  mar 
ket  may  continue  to  be  embarrassed  for  a lime,  yet  that  gloom 
and  that  embarrassment  may  pass  away  like  a mist  before  the 
morning  sun,  and  our  pecuniary  affairs  may  take  a turn  so  fa 
vorable,  as  to  enable  us  not  only  to  obtain  a loan  upon  advan 
tageous  terms,  but  also  to  complete  the  works  alluded  to,  before 
the  end  of  the  coming  season.  GEO:  WOLF. 

Harriaburghy  February  26fA,  1834. 

The  Pennsylvania  Intelligencer  says— It  will  be  seen  that  the 
governor  recommends  to  the  legislature  to  pass  a law  forthwith, 
obliging  the  state  hanks  to  loan  to  the  commonwealth  5 per  cent, 
on  their  capital  stock,  according  to  a provision  in  their  charters 
when  called  upon.  The  bank  of  Pennsylvania  is  exempted, 


to  the  shrine  of  xUamblic  good;  and  we  rejoice  to  see  professor 
Hare,  losing  sight  for  a moment  of  the  attractions  of  science, 
to  pay  a ju>t  tribute  to  the  emergency  of  the  times.  Now  is 
the  hour,  when  every  man  should  bring  forward  his  plans  for 
the  general  welfare,  and  exert  his  talents  to  rescue  our  beloved 
country  from  impending  ruin! 

These  remarks  have  been  elicted.  by  a pamphlet,  entitled 
“Proofs  that  credit  as  money,  in  a truly  free  country,  is  to  a 
great  extent  preferable  to  coin.  By  Robert  Hare,  M.  D.  profes- 
sor, &c.  Abstracted  from  a pamphlet,  published  in  1810,  and 
revised  by  the  author,  1834.” 

This  is  not  only  an  ingenious,  but  a powerful  disquisition  on  the 
great  advantages,  and  stupendous  agencies  of  credit,  employed 
as  a medium  of  exchange;  and  a substitute  for  money,  and  we 
deeply  regret  that  our  limits  prevent  us  from  making  copious 
quot.ations  from  this  sound  and  patriotic  essay.  Suffice  it  here 
to  observe,  that  it  is  this  species  of  money  W’hich  the  tyrannical 
usurpation  of  gen.  Jackson  has  destroyed,  by  his  wicked  war- 
fare against  the  currency,  the  laws  and  the  constitution. 

Some  idea  of  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  professor 
Hare’s  theory,  may  he  obtained  from  the  following  fact,  that 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  by  this  kind  of  credit,  accomplish 
domestic  exchanges  to  the  immense  amount  of  240  millions  of 
dollars— which  in  silver  coin,  would  weigh  twelve  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  a weight  which  never  could  be  re- 
mitted from  place  to  place,  without  an  expense  that  would  de- 
stroy all  profit. 
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is  to  regulate  that  currency  wisely.  The  operations  of 
this  country  cannot  be  performed  by  coin — unless  re- 
stricted to  an  absolutely  ruinous  extent,  and  changes  in 
the  value  of  all  sorts  of  property  that  tuoxdd  unhinge  evex  y 
ilepartment  of  society. 

From  the  New  York  Standard. 

The  following  interesting  document  was  to  have  appeared  in 
<our  paper  yesterday,  but  was  delayed  for  the  want  of  some 
•statistical  details.  The  committee  explain  in  a note  vWty  it  ap- 
pears without  them. 

At  a meeting  of  merchants,  traders,  mechanics  and  others, 
'held  at  Tammany  hall  on  the  19th  of  February,  1834,  of  which 
the  honorable  Stephen  Allen  was  president,  the  following  per- 
sons, namelv: 


Waller  Bowne, 

John  Bolton, 

Gideon  Lee, 

James  J.  Roosevelt,  jr. 
Reuben  Withers, 
James  McBride, 
Thaddeus  Phelps, 

John  Leonard, 

George  Sharpe, 
Morgan  L.  Smith, 
John  Lozier, 

Stephen  Allen, 

M.  M.  Quackenboss, 
John  L.  Graham, 


Preserved  Fish, 

Jacob  Lorrilard, 

Morgan  Lewis, 

Eldad  Holmes, 

Thomas  Suffern, 

Abraham  Van  Ness, 

David  Bryson, 

Abraham  Bloodgood, 

John  W.  Hardenbrook, 

George  Douglas, 

John  Lovett, 

Samuel  Thompson, 

John  R.  Marshall, 

John  H.  Howland, 

Prosper  M.  Wetmore, 
tvere  appointed  a committee,  “with  power  to  confer  and  advise 
with  other  constituted  bodies,  and  to  adopt  measures  necessary 
to  remove  existing  difficulties,  restore  public  confidence,  and 
thereby  avert  predicted  evils.” 

The  committee  having  assembled  at  the  city  hall  on  the  21st 
instant,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  matters 
embraced  in  the  resolutions  under  which  they  were  appointed, 
and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  it  was  referred  to  a sub  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Lorrilard,  Allen,  Douglas,  Wet- 
more,  Withers,  Fish  and  Roosevelt,  to  prepare  a suitable  report 
to  be  submitted  to  a subsequent  meeting.  Accordingly  at  an 
adjourned  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  at  the  same  place  on 
the  25th  instant,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  from  the  sub-committee  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which  having  been  read  and  dis- 
cussed was  unanimously  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by 
the  chairman  and  secretary  and  published  in  all  the  papers  of 
the  city. 

Having  carefully  deliberated  on  the  subject,  the  committee, 
in  part  discharge  of  their  duties,  would  respectfully  submit  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  the  following 
REPORT. 

In  the  performance  of  a duty  of  such  high  importance,  as  that 
which  has  been  confided  to  the  committee,  they  have  felt  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  enter  somewhat  at  large  into  the  ex- 
amination of  the  subject  contemplated  by  their  appointment. 
They  have  been  desirous  to  demonstrate,  to  all  such  at  least  as 
do  not  wilfully  close  their  eyes  against  the  truth,  tlie  injuries 
which  may  be  inflicted  upon  .a  people  by  hasty  and  improvi- 
dentlegislation,  and  by  the  improper,  if  not  dishonest  adminis- 
tration of  institutions  incorporated  ostensibly  for  the  public  good. 

One  of  the  most  common  errors  in  popular  reasoning,  and  of 
which  the  artful  and  designing  too  often  avail  themselves,  is  the 
habit  of  regarding  whatever  goes  before  as  necessarily  the  cause 
jof  whatever  immediately  follows.  A striking  illustration  of  this 
position  is  to  be  found  in  the  opinion  now  so  strongly  entertain- 
ed by  some  persons,  but  only  used  by  others,  that  the  present 
pecuniary  embarrassments  is  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
•public  deposites  from  the  national  bank  to  the  banks  of  the 
states. 

To  any  one  who  looks  into  the  matter  coolly  and  dispassion- 
ately, it  must  be  obvious  that  so  far  at  least  as  this  city  is  con- 
cerned, the  alleged  cause  of  the  distress  has  been  a real  cause 
of  its  partial  alleviation;  inasmuch  as  a large  portion  of  the 
public  revenues,  under  the  former  arrangement,  were  collected 
here  to  be  loaned  elsewhere,  are  now  loaned  here,  where  they 
are  collected. 

The  true  causes,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee  of  the  pre- 
«ent  derangement  of  our  moneyed  affairs,  are  to  be  found  prin- 
cipally, ^rsf,  in  the  unavoidably  reaction  always  consequent 
.upon  a great  and  sudden  expansion  of  the  circulating  medium; 
and,  secondly,  in  the  extensive  and  fundamental  alterations 
jnade  by  the  last  congress  both  in  the  amount  of  the  commercial 
imposts  and  in  the  mode  of  their  collection. 

In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  causes,  its  discussion,  at  the 
present  time,  is  mingled  with  so  many  of  the  elements  of  party 
and  passion,  that  the  more  moderate  portion  of  the  community 
are  becoming  distrustful  of  even  the  soundest  arguments,  and 
the  most  candid  statements,  in  any  way  connected  with  it. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  proper  therefore  to  refer  to  the 
history  of  another  period. 

In  the  first  eighteen  months  of  its  existence,  namely,  during 
the  year  1817  and  part  of  1818,  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 

Another  fact— the  bank  with  10  millions  of  specie  can  circu- 
late credit  amounting  to  70  millions,  or  100  millions,  and  .save 
the  specie  from  all  wear,  tare  and  expense!  What  a transcen- 
dent advantage  of  sound  credit  over  hard  money. 


through  its  numerous  branches,  had  issued  according  to  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Clieves,  notes  to  an  enormous  amount.  Its  dis- 
counts in  this  short  period,  although  the  specie  part  of  its  capi- 
tal was  hardly  two  millions,  exceeded  forty-three  millions  of 
dollars.  Every  department  of  business,  and  speculation,  and 
living,  was  as  a necessary  consequence,  stimulated  to  the  ut- 
most— costly  mansions  were  erected,  and  adorned  with  the 
most  expensive  furniture,  sumptuous  entertaininents  were 
given,  and  splendid  equipages  were  set  up.  And  every  man 
seemed  to  imagine  that  becau.se  credits  were  abundant,  ric/icj 
must  equally  abound.  The  prodig.nlity  and  waste  of  some  of 
our  citizens  were  almost  beyond  belief.  “We  have  heard,” 
says  the  Weekly  Register,  of  1819,  “that  the  furniture  of  a sin- 
gle parlor,  possessed  by,  we  cannot  say,  belonging  to  one  in- 
dividual, (who  afterwards  became  bankrupt),  cost  forty  thou- 
sand dollars.”  In  this  way,  according  to  the  views  of  those 
who  looked  only  at  the  surface,  the  country  enjoyed  a state  of 
“unexampled  prosperity.”  Arid  what  without  any  “removal  of 
the  deposites”  was  the  sequel  of  this  previously  brilliant  drama. 
A rapid  curtailment  of  discounts  was  commenced.  The  south- 
ern and  western  offices  were  directed  not  to  issue  their  notes; 
the  bank  ceased  to  purchase  and  collect  exchanges  on  the  south 
and  west;  and  the  local  institutions  were  called  upon  to  pay  up 
their  balances. 

These  measures  according  to  the  report  of  its  then  president, 
Mr.  Cheves,  simple  and  obvious  as  they  are,  and  some  of  them 
so  strangely  overlooked  so  long,  lifted  the  bank  in  the  short 
space  of  seventy  days,  from  the  extreme  of  prostration  to  a 
Slate  of  safety,  and  even,  in  degree,  of  power;  and  enabled  it  to 
defy  all  attacks. 

“The  bank,”  observes  a judicious  commentator  on  this  state- 
ment, “was  saved,  and  the  people  were  ruined.”  For  a time 
the  question  every  morning,  was,  not  who  had  broken  the  pre- 
vious day,  but,  who  yet  stood.?  Suits,  warrants  and  executions 
took  the  place  of  bank  credits.  “From  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,” says  the  Weekly  Register  of  April  10, 1819,  “w’e  hear  of  a 
severe  pressure  on  men  in  business,  a general  stagnation  of 
trade,  a large  reduction  in  the  price  of  staple  articles.  Real 
property  is  rapidly  depreciating  in  its  nominal  value  and  its 
rents  or  profits  are  exceedingly  diminishing.  Many  highly  re- 
spectable traders  have  become  bankrupts,  and  it  is  agreed  that 
manyolher  must  go— the  banks  are  refusing  their  customary 
accommodations,  confidence  among  merchants  is  shaken,  and 
3 per  cent,  a month  is  offered  for  the  discount  of  prommissory 
notes  which  a little  while  ago  were  considered  as  good  as  old 
gold,  and  whose  makers  have  not  since  suffered  any  losses  to 
render  their  notes  less  valuable  than  heretofore.”  Four  months 
afterwards,  August  7tUj  1819,  the  same  journal  says,  “it  i^  es- 
timated that  there  are  20,000  persons  daily  seeking  work  in  Phi- 
ladelphia; in  New  York  10,000  able  bodied  men  are  said  to  be 
wandeiing  about  the  streets  looking  for  it,  and  if  we  add  to 
them  the  women  who  desire  something  to  do,  the  amount  can- 
not be  less  than  20,000.”  A committee  appointed  by  a meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  on  the  21st  August,  1819,  to 
inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  city  and 
its  vicinity  reported  on  the  2d  of  October,  that  of  thirty  me- 
chaifical  and  manufacturing  branches  of  trade,  which  they  enu- 
merated, which  gave  employment  to  9,188  persons  in  1814, 
and  to  9,672  in  1816,  there  were  but  2,137  persons  employed  in 
1819. 

Here  then  we  have  a case  of  former  days,  precisely  so  far  as 
the  effect  of  moneyed  credits  is  concerned  analogous  to  the 
present.  As  more  recently  in  1831  so  in  1817,  the  flood  gates 
of  circulation  had  been  opened  wide,  a scene  of  unexampled 
prosperity  as  it  seemed,  but  of  delusive  intoxication  as  it  really 
was,  ensued. 

The  day  of  contraction,  however,  as  we  have  seen,  soon 
came;  the  order  for  that  purpose  was  issued  from  Philadelphia 
on  the  20th  July,  1818,  and  by  the  1st  of  Apiil  following,  the 
curtailments  had  amounted  to  the  immense  sum  of  ^,530,159. 
And  what  then  became  of  the  unexampled  prosperity,  about 
which,  then,  as  now,  so  much  has  been  said.  Being  a mere 
phantom,  it  vanished,  as  we  have  seen,  in  an  instant,  and  uni- 
versal ruin  and  dismay  followed  in  its  footsteps.  The  communi- 
ty then  saw,  and  felt,  as  they  now  feel,  without  seeing,  and  of 
course,  without  acknowledging,  that  paper  money,  like  dram 
drinking,  relieves  for  the  moment  by  the  deceitful  sensation  it 
creates;  but  gradually  exhausting  the  natural  heat,  leaves  the 
body  at  length  in  a worse  state  than  it  found  it. 

We  have  the  authority  of  the  printed  statement,  laid  before 
the  stockholders  by  their  then  president,  for  saying  that  during 
all  lhi.s  time  (1817,  ’18  and  ’19),  the  bank  had  the  advantage  of 
immense  government  deposites — that  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  curtailments  were  ordered,  “the  government  deposites  in 
the  bank  and  its  branches  amounted  to  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars.” 

If,  then,  the  possession  of  the  deposites  did  not  prevent  the 
contraction  and  consequent  ruin  of  1819,  why  should  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  be  the  cause,  under  precisely  similar  cir- 
cumstances, of  the  contraction  and  ruin  of  1834. 

The  truth  is,  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unless  it  be  as  fur- 
nishing a motive  for  a course  of  measures  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  adopted,  has,  as  your  committee  believe, 
had  no  agency  whatever  in  producing  the  present  pecuniary  dif- 
ficulties; but,  on  the  contrary,  has  prevented  their  being  much 
greater  than  they  are. 

Tlie  committee  believe  that  the  directors  of  the  United  Stntea’ 
bank,  in  the  enorntous  addition  in  the  years  1830  and  ’31  of 
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twenty-eight  millions  to  the  already  adequate  quantity  of  bank 
facilities,  (to  say  nothing  of  the  very  questionable  design  of  the 
measure),  were  guilty  of  a great  public  injury,  and  by  thus, 
themselves  creating  the  necessity  for  the  present  curtailments, 
were  the  real  authors  of  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  the  calami- 
ties which  they  novV  seek  to  ascribe  to  the  president  of  the 
United  States. 

The  second  leading  cause  of  the  present  commercial  pressure, 
will  be  found  in  the  new  system  of  duties  and  imports. 

The  influence  of  the  late  tariff  acts,  in  bringing  about  the  state 
of  tilings  so  loudly  complained  of,  would  seem  to  be  little  un- 
derstood, and  still  less  appreciated. 

To  sa/that  a partial  reduction  in  some  cases  or  total  removal 
of  duties  on  imposts  create.s  commercial  distress,  would  appear, 
at  first  blush,  a paradox.  But  let  us  see  its  operation. 

A merchant  under  the  old  system  imported,  we  will  suppose, 
a cargo  of  tea,  costing  in  China  one  hundred  thou.sand  dollars, 
the  duties  on  which,  we  will  also  suppose,  were  one  hundred 
thousand  more,  not  payable,  however,  till  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months.  The  value  here  then  of  the  cargo  for  the  pur- 
pose of  our  argument,  would  be  200,000  dollars,  and  for  that 
sum  he  would  of  course  be  able  to  sell  it  for  short  notes  of  indi- 
viduals, which  being  discounted,  would  be  immediately  turned 
into  so  much  bank  paper,  and  added  to  the  circnlating  medium. 
Now  take  off  the  duty,  and  what  was  before  j^200, 000  sinks  im- 
mediately to  ,*100,000,  and  with  it  sinks  the  corresponding 
amount  of  circulating  medium. 

The  reduction  of  duties  of  the  New  York  custom  house  with- 
in the  last months,  and  the  consequent  reduction  in  the 

same  short  period  of  circulating  credit,  in  this  single  city,  has 
been  estimated  at millions. 

The  evil,  however,  does  not  stop  here.  Of  the  remaining  du- 
ties, about millions  have  been  made  payable  in  cash,  and 

that,  too,  before  the  possession  of  the  goods  on  which  they  are 

laid,  and  the  residue,  says millions  in  bonds  with  greatly 

shortened  credits* 

Although  this  part  of  the  system  has  not,  like  the  other,  effect- 
ed an  absolute  destruction  of  so  much  of  the  moneyed  capital 
of  the  city,  yet  it  is  apparent  that  it  must  have  created  a greatly 
increased  demand  for  the  diminished  portion  which  the  other 
had  left. 

In  addition  to  these  effects  of  the  new  tariff,  which  are  per- 
manent, there  is  another,  arising  merely  out  of  the  transition 
from  the  former  system  to  the  present,  which  has  served  greatly 
for  the  moment  to  aggravate  the  evil.  The  long  bonds  of  the 
old  system,  and  the  short  bonds  and  cash  duties  of  the  new, 
have  fallen  due  simultaneously;  thus  concentrating,  to  a great 
degree,  the  burthens  of  two  years  upon  the  shoulders  of  one. 

We  have  thus  briefly  adverted  to  the  two  leading  sources  of 
the  present  difficulties — the  sudden  expansion  and  the  sudden 
contraction  of  the  circulating  medium — and  the  radical  changes, 
now  in  a course  of  operation,  in  the  amount  and  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  national  revenues. 

Overtrading  also  has  contributed  its  share,  not  overtrading  in 
stocks  and  merchandise  merely,  but  overtrading  also  in  real 
estate.  The  whole  neighbourhood  of  the  city  at  an  exorbitantly 
enhanced  valuation,  has  been  literally  covered  with  contracts, 
requiring  sooner  or  later  the  payment  of  money,  and  of  course 
augmenting,  in  a corresponding  degree,  the  demand  for  its  pos- 
*e.«sion. 

The  overtrading  and  speculation,  however,  has  rather  been 
an  effect  than  a cause.  It  resulted,  necessarily,  like  other  de- 
ceptive appearances  of  great  prosperity,  from  the  enormous  ex- 
pansion of  the  circulating  medium,  and  has  hardly  yet  had  time 
to  sub<ide. 

Having  thus  ascertained,  truly  as  we  believe,  the  nature  and 
origin  of  the  dise.ase  umler  which  the  community  is  laboring,  we 
feel  the  more  confident  in  the  suggestions  we  shall  offer  as  the 
remedy. 

First  then,  admitting  as  w’e  do  that  the  bank  issues  had  been 
unduly  expanded,  and  that  a great  curtailment  was  therefore 
necessary,  we  insist,  that  to  make  it  suddenly  and  rapidly,  or 
even  at  all,  at  a period,  when  other  causes,  as  we  have  shown, 
are  producing  an  unw’onted  demand  for  business  facilities,  is 
inexpedient  and  unjustifiable,  and  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  whose 
own  pievioiis  acts  created  the  necessity, is  obnoxious  to  the  se- 
verest censure. 

The  curtaihnent,  indispensable  as  it  will  ultimately  be, ought, 
and  in  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  exchange,  may,  with  per- 
fect safety,  be  postponed  until  the  commercial  operations  of  the 
city  shall  have  had  time  to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  new 
revenue  code. 

We  feel  ourselves  warranted,  therefore,  in  making  an  earnest 
appeal  to  our  local  institutions  to  aid  for  the  present  the  com- 
mercial and  business  community,  by  such  an  extension  of  dis- 
counts as  may  be  consistent  with  their  own  safety. 

In  the  second  place,  w’e  would  urge  upon  congress  the  adop- 
tion of  the  warehouse  system,  so  that  importers  may  not  he  com- 
pelled to  pay  their  duties,  or  procure  sureties  for  the  purpose, 
■until  they  are  ready  to  dispose  of  their  goods. 


* The  committee  being  desirous  of  minute  accuracy  in  their 
ftaiements,  delayed  the  publication  of  the  report  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  the  materials  necessary  for  filling  up  these  blanks. 
Not  having  been  able,  as  yet,  to  procure  them,  they  have  not 

deemed  it  necessary  to  delay  the  report  longer,  inasmuch  as  the 
.defect  can  be  auppiied  in  their  future  ceBunuaieation. 


Thirdly,  as  panic  in  times  of  pecuniary  pressure,  tends  to  dry 
up  the  sources  of  credit,  and  thus  to  aggravate  the  mischief* 
which  it  dreads,  we  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
conductors  of  the  public  pre.«s,  to  abstain  as  far  as  practicable,, 
from  those  topics  and  modes  of  excitement  in  which,  it  is  appa- 
rent, some  of  them,  of  late,  have  too  much  indulged. 

And  lastly,  though  beyond  all  comparison  first  in  importance 
— we  would  recommend  to  all  classes  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to 
dismiss  from  their  minds  inflated  and  delusive  ideas  of  wealth, 
which  never  haii  any  other  than  a paper  foundation,  and  to  in- 
troduce into  their  business  arrangeinenls  a system  of  economy 
and  relrenchinent  and  diminished  credits,  adapted  to  their  real, 
instead  of  theiriinaginary  uieHns,nnd  the  diminished  indulgence 
of  the  new  revenue  code.  Let  them  look  to  industry,  sobriety 
and  frugality,  and  not  to  speculation  and  bank  favors,  ns  the 
only  safe  and  permanent  sources  of  riches  and  prosperity. 

The  committee,  in  these  suggestions,  do  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  having  ceased  their  labors.  They  know',  and  fully 
sympathise  in  the  deep  anxiety  of  the  public  mind.  They  per- 
ceive, and  feel  no  disposition  to  disguise  the  truth,  that  a severe 
pecuniary  pressure,  the  origin  of  which  they  have  endeavored 
to  trace  and  expose,  exists;  and  it  will  be  the  object  of  their  fur- 
ther efforts  and  deliberations  to  devise  some  plan,  if  possible,  in 
addition  to  the  measures  already  recommended,  to  allay  excite- 
ment, restore  confidence,  and  mitigate,  if  not  remove,  the  evils 
complained  of,  PIIESEIIVED  FISH,  chairman. 

James  J.  Roosevelt,  jun,  secrefary. 

—“*♦9  ® 9«-  — 

MEETING  OF  MERCHANTS  AND  TRADERS. 

A very  numerous  meeting  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the 
interior,  now  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  was  held  in  the  spa- 
cious dining  room  of  the  United  States’  hotel,  iii  Philadelphia, 
on  Saturday  evening,  the  1st  of  March,  183-1,  at  which  James 
Bat  hour,  of  Kentucky,  presided,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  unauimously  adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  a national  bank  is  essential  to  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  United  States;  and  especially  to  the  interior  of  tha 
country,  to  the  inhabitants  of  which,  a sound  currency,  and 
equal  exchanges  are  of  the  highest  moment. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  furnished 
a currency  always  as  good,  and  often  more  desirable  than  spe- 
cie; and  has  afforded  all  the  benefits  which  could  be  desired  for 
trade;  and  that  we  apprehend  as  the  greatest  of  evils,  a return 
to  a state  bank  currency,  unchecked  by  the  existence  of  a na- 
tional bank— our  experience  having  shown  the  course  of  such  a 
system,  in  a flood  of  uncurrent  and  irredeemable  paper,  and  a 
series  of  relief  and  stop  laws. 

3.  Resolved,  That,  as  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  portions  of  its  capital  are  distributed 
over  every  section  of  the  union,  and  in  this  way  the  public  de- 
posites  are  rendered  beneficial  to  the  whole  country,  we  cannot 
recognise  the  justice  of  the  claim  of  those  who  demand  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  this  treasure  for  banking  purposes— for  how  can 
the  importing  merchants  pay  the  duties  on  goods  without  send- 
ing them  to  us.  and  how  can  we  pay  for  goods  without  vending 
them  again.’  We  contend  that  it  is  not  the  importer  or  the  re- 
tailer, but  the  consumer,  who  ultimately  pays  the  duties,  and 
therefore  we  prefer  a national  bank,  with  brandies,  that  the 
whole  country  may  participate  in  its  benefits. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  depreciation  in  tli«  value  of  property 
and  produce,  together  with  the  losses  and  difficulties  now  sus- 
tained in  trade  by  the  interior,  are  unreasonable  and  grievous; 
and  such  as,  if  not  speedily  prevented,  will  involve  the  western 
country  in  the  greatest  embarrassments. 

5.  Reso/ued,  That  the  senators  and  representatives  from  the 
interior  are  hereby  earnestly  requesteii,  as  they  regard  the  in- 
terests of  their  coustilueiits,  to  use  their  efforts  to  effect  a re- 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  with  such  modifica- 
tions as  the  wisdom  of  congress  may  devise. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  the  country  is 
alarming  in  the  extreme;  that  the  consequences  to  the  interior 
where  capital  is  less  accumulated  than  on  the  seaboard,  must  be 
most  severe,  and  that  the  state  of  the  nation  demands  imme- 
diate and  efficient  measures  of  relief,  without  which  we  see 
nothing  but  ruin  to  our  country. 

7.  Rcsofuerf,  That  the  present  sufferings  of  the  people  being 
entirely  the  result  of  human  action,  the  means  of  relief  are  alto- 
gether w'ithin  the  reach  of  legislative  control,  and  that  congress 
is  bound  to  consult  the  public  good,  and  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  secure  it. 

— — **9®  9+h— 

PHILADELPHIA  (JACKSON)  MEETING. 

A town  meeting  was  held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  26th  February,  composed  of  “the  citizens  of  the  city  and 
county,  friendly  to  general  Jackson,  and  the  general  policy  of 
the  administration,  but  who  disapprove  of  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States.”  The 
meeting  was  large  and  respectable,  and  its  proceedings  orderly 
and  decorous.  Among  the  resolutions  adopted  on  the  occasion 
were  the  following,  which  require  no  explanation: 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinions,  the  present  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments of  the  coutitry  have  h«en  principally  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  impolitic, 
because  the  public  mind  is  diverted  from  the  only  questions  that 


*0  NILES’  REGISTER— MARCH  8,  1834— PUBLIC  MEETING  AT  BALTIMORE. 


should  occupy  it,  iti  relation  to  the  bank,  its  constitutionality 
and  public  convenience,  to  another,  and  wholly  different  sub- 
ject, calculated  to  enlist  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  prevent 
that  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration  so  important  a subject 
demands. 

Resolved,  Tixsit  it  was  also  impolitic,  because  the  public  has 
an  interest  in  the  stock  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  $'7,000,000, 
whicli  has  much  depreciated  in  value  by  the  measures  com- 
plained: And,  because,  by  the  embarrassment  o(  trade,  a great 
diminution  of  the  public  revenue  may  be  expected  for  the  cur- 
rent year. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinions,  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  was  a violation  of  public  faith  pledged  to  the  bank; 
because,  by  the  terms  of  the  charier,  the  deposites  were  to  be 
made  with  it,  on  certain  conditions,  which  we  believe  to  have 
been  fully  complied  with  by  the  bank.  The  last  .session  of  con- 
gress declared  that  the  deposites  might  be  “safely  continued  in 
the  bank,”  and  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  circumstance  has 
since  arisen  to  make  them  less  safe  in  that  than  in  any  other 
institution. 

Resolved,  That,  as  yet,  the  distress  and  embarrassments  pro- 
duced by  the  measure,  principally  affect  large  cities  and  inland 
towns,  but  must  soon  ^ fell  by  every  class  of  the  community. 
The  people  of  this  stale  have  always  manifested  a willingness 
to  submit  to  loss  and  privation  for  the  sake  of  principle;  but  we 
can  see  no  wisdom  or  propriety  in  calling  suffering  from  afar, 
at  an  unexpected  moment,  that  their  virtues  and  endurance  and 
patience  may  be  unnecessarily  tried. 

Resolved,  That  as  from  the  time  of  removing  the  deposites 
until  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  the  bank  to  settle,  and 
finally  close  its  concerns,  a period  of  four  years  and  a half  would 
elapse,  that  measure  brought  on  the  public  suddenly  and  un- 
guardedly an  immediate,  unmitigated,  and  we  fear  a protracted, 
instead  of  a remote  and  much  alleviated  evil,  against  which  the 
community  would  have  gradually  and  prudently  prepared,  hav- 
ing been  apprised  of  the  improbability  of  a recharier  of  the  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
is  part  of  a great  scheme  designed  by  some  leading  politicians 
to  destroy  the  present  bank  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  upon  its 
ruins  another  bank  to  be  located  in  New  York  for  political  and 
speculating  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  although  we  have  always  given  to  gen.  Jack- 
son  our  warm  and  zealous  support,  we  do  not  think  it  incom- 
patible with  our  regard  for  him,  and  the  general  principles  of 
his  administration,  but  the  duty  and  privilege  of  freemen,  to  ex- 
press our  opinions  that  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  was  impolitic,  unwise  and  un- 
necessary, and  has  deranged  the  currency  and  paralyzed  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country. 

A resolution  was  offered  by  B.  W.  Richards,  esq.  preceded  by 
some  explanatory  remarks  as  follows,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  as  Pennsylvanians,  we  hail  the  bright  exam- 
ple of  our  ancient  and  honorable  ally,  Virginia;  and  that  we  are 
ready  vvith  her  to  rally  again  on  the  doctrines  of ’98,  in  a vigor- 
ous effort,  to  restrain  the  encroachments  of  execuiive  power,  to 
sustain  the  rights  of  the  slates,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  union 
and  its  happy  institutions. 

PUBLIC  MEETING  AT  BALTIMORE. 

At  a very  large  and  highly  respectable  meeting  of  the  signers 
of  the  memorial  to  congress,  and  others,  favorable  to  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites,  convened  in  Monument  square  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  the  5th  of  March,  at  4 o’clock,  to  receive  the 
report  of  the  delegation  which  lately  visited  Washington  with 
the  memorial; 

His  honor,  judge  Brice,  president. 

William  Crawford,  jr.  William  H.  Conkling,  Joseph  K.  Sta- 
pleton, Samuel  D.  Walker,  William  Hubbard,  Joseph  W.  Pat- 
terson, vice  presidents, 

Hugh  W.  Evans  and  George  Rogers,  secretaries. 

Judge  Brice  having  opened  the  meeting  with  a short  address, 
explanatory  of  its  objects, 

William  Cranford,  jr.  esq.  chairman  of  the  delegation,  on  pre- 
senting the  report,  made  the  following  oh-ervalions; 

Fellow  citizens:  As  chairman  of  your  committee  I have  the 
honor  to  present  to  this  meeting  a report  which  I now  hold  in 
my  hand,  and  while  1 ask  for  it  your  kind  attention,  permit  me  to 
say  one  word  for  this  my  beloved,  my  adopted  country.  We  have 
arrived  at  an  awful  crisis,  but  one  short  year  has  passed  from  a 
stale  of  unprecedented  prosperity,  to  a stale  of  awful  distress, 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

I beg  you  to  turn  your  eyes  to  the  root  of  this  evil;  does  there 
exist  a shadow  of  doubt  from  whence  it  emanates.!* 

The  constitution  gives  to  the  president  veto  (lowers,  which 
have  been  carried  to  great  extremes,  in  his  refusal  to  sign  a 
modified  charter,  passed  last  session  by  both  houses  of  congress 
by  large  majorities,  asserting  amongst  other  reasons  that  the 
public  money  was  not  safe  in  the  United  Stales’  bank!  Is  there 
a man  in  this  country  divested  of  party  feelings  who  believed 
it— no  my  countrymen— a national  bank  properly  constituted  is 
as  necessary  to  regulate  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the 
country  and  preserve  a sound  and  healthy  circulation,  as  the 
sun  is  to  the  planetary  system. 

Our  currency  ought  to  be  like  Caesar’s  wife,  not  only  pure 
hut  beyond  suspicion.  We  are  told  that  in  the  early  history  of 
our  country  there  was  a time  that  tiied  men’s  souls;  that  time 
has  again  arrived;  let  u«  meet  the  crisis  like  men.  I have  too 


much  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people  to  de- 
spair of  the  republic.  It  is  known  to  many  of  you  that  1 have 
gone  for  the  pr«^ident  through  evil  and  through  good  icporl,  and 
pan  with  him  now  as  with  my  first  love.  On  this  .«iand,  where 
I appear  for  the  first  lime,  I renounce  all  allegiance  with  un- 
holy affections.  The  subject  is  fruitful,  but  1 cannot  longer  de- 
tain you.  One  word  more,  and  I have  done.  Can  you  my 
countrymen  longer  cling  to  him  who  is  regulated  by  an  under 
current  of  bad  advisers?  Submit  to  this  and  be  slaves! — Again 
I answer  NO. 

After  which  David  Stewart,  esq.  being  called  on  by  the  pre- 
sident, read  the  following  report,  which  was  duly  accepted  by 
the  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Baltimore  committee. 

The  delegation  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the 
memorial  lor  the  restoration  of  the  government  depo.-ites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  exchange,  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  on  Thursday  6ih  of  February,  1834, 

Respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  in  compliance  with  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the 
meeting,  they  proceeded  with  the  memorial  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, on  Monday  the  lOlli  of  February,  and  immediately  appli- 
ed themselves  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  their  mis- 
sion. They  visited  gen.  Chambers,  of  the  senate,  and  received 
from  him  assurances  of  his  warm  support;  and  the  memorial 
being  placed  in  his  hands,  it  was  accordingly  presented  to  the 
senate,  on  the  following  Wednesday,  with  such  a notice  of  it 
as  was  calculated  to  insure  it  a res()ectful  consideration  from 
that  body.  The  delegation  also  visited  Mr.  J.  F.  Heath,  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  'J’hey  found  him 
actively  disposed  to  promote  the  wishes  of  the  signers  of  the 
memorial,  and,  equally  with  general  Chambers,  kind  and  assi- 
duous in  his  attentions  to  the  delegation.  They  had  also  the 
good  fortune  to  enlist  the  regards  of  many  members  of  both 
houses  of  congress,  who  promised  them  a ready  co-operation 
and  support. 

The  delegation  regret  that  the  same  favor  was  not  extended 
to  them  by  the  other  repre.senlative  from  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
Mr.  Isaac  McKim.  From  the  elevated  position  which  that  gen- 
tlemayi  held  as  the  representative,  in  part,  of  a great  trading 
community,  himself  extensively  engaged  in  commerce,  and  sup- 
posed to  be  conversant  with  the  varied  interests  of  the  ,-ociety 
in  which  he  lived,  the  delegation  were  disposed  to  attach  some 
importance  to  his  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  the  memo- 
rial. And  they  felt  the  more  anxious  on  this  score,  as  they  had 
understood  that  Mr.  McKim  had  eiven  the  sanction  of  his  name 
to  the  opinion  that  the  city  of  Baltimore  had  not  suffered  by  the 
recent  derangement  ot  the  commerce  and  industry  of  the  na- 
tion;— an  opinion  which  they  did  not  doubt  they  would  effectu- 
ally remove  from  his  mind  by  the  cogency  of  the  evidence 
which  they  were  enabled  to  furnish,  under  the  sign  mammal  of 
so  large  and  respectable  a meeting  of  his  constituents.  Arid  it 
is  due  to  Mr.  McKim,  to  say,  that  in  his  interview  with  the  de- 
legation— whatever  might  have  been  his  former  opinions— he 
no  longer  doubled  the  reality  of  the  distress  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more. The  fact  Mr.  McKim  admitted,  and  also  acknowledged 
that,  in  his  judgment,  the  removal  pf  the  deposites  was  a wrong 
and  injurious  measure.  This  conviction,  however,  he  intimat- 
ed could  not  change  his  course  in  reference  to  the  subject  of 
the  removal.  His  remark  was  “that  the  act  was  done;  and  that 
he  should  therefore,  at  all  hazards  vote  with  the  government.” 
The  reason  assigned  by  him  for  this  determination  was,  that  he 
had  some  influence  with  the  executive  which  he  might  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  his  constituents,  and  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
lose  this  by  differing  with  the  executive  in  o[iinion.  Moreover, 
that  he  was  elected  to  support  gen.  Jackson,  and  would  do  so  at 
the  risk  of  his  life  and  fortune;  that  no  friend  of  the  adminis- 
tration could  differ  in  opinion  with  gen.  Jackson,  and  preserve 
his  infiuence,  that  any  attempt  to  advise  gen.  Jac/cson,  by  his 
friends,  would  be  met  with  an  exjiression  of  dis(ileasure,  and  as 
an  instance  of  this,  Mr.  Bibb  had  once  attempted  it,  and  was 
told,  in  consequence— “when  the  president  wanted  him  he 
would  send  for  him.” 

With  these  sentiments,  Mr.  Mc/tTim  seemed  particularly  anxi- 
ous to  avoid  being  asked  to  present  the  memorial — intimating, 
that  if  he  were  to  present  it,  it  would  operate  to  his  disadvant- 
age, and  also  saying,  that  he  would  he  expected  to  present  the 
counter  metnorial,  which  was  then  prepariri<»  in  Baltimore. 

These  declarations  on  the  part  of  Mr.  McKim, — even  if  the 
delegation  had  designed  to  request  him  to  present  the  memorial 
in  the  house  of  representatives, — and  many  remarks  of  a similar 
import,  sufficiently  indicated  to  the  delegation  that  they  had 
nothing  to  hope  from  his  services,  and  they,  accordingly,  for- 
bore to  hold  further  intercourse  with  him  on  the  subject.  Indeed, 
from  a gentleman  holding  a position  in  society  which  gave  him 
every  privilege  of  independence,  and  invested  also  with  a public 
station  as  the  representative  of  an  intelligent  and  patriotic  com- 
munity, who  have  always  been  accustomed  to  expect,  and  ready 
to  applaud  the  exercise  of  an  upright  and  independent  judgment 
by  their  official  servants— the  delegation  were  nor  prepared  to 
hear  confessed  such  complete  submission  to  the  views,  present 
and  future,  of  the  executive;  nor  did  they  believe,  until  now, 
that  the  requisitions  made  by  the  execuiive  upon  its  supporteris 
were  of  so  exacting  and  rigorous  a character,  as  seemed  to  he 
inferred  by  the  objection  of  Mr.  Mc/fim— especially  as  they  had 
recently  seen  many  evidences,  in  both  houses  of  congress,  in 
which  some  of  the  most  devoted  followers  of  the  party  in  power 
were  not  ufraid  to  do  justice  to  their  own  constituents,  in  the 
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presentation  of  memorials  that  certilied  the  public  distress  even 
to  the  ear  of  him  who  claims  to  be  the  govenimuiit. 

It  was  therefore  with  a more  satisfied  feeling,  and  with  rnore 
confident  assurance  of  efficient  aid,  that  the  delegation  betook 
themselves  to  Mr.  Heath,  whom  they  now  determined  to  solicit 
to  lay  the  memorial  before  the  house  of  representatives.  This 
gentleman  presented  that  document  to  the  house,  on  Monday 
the  17th,  and  recommended  it  by  a speech  which  has  since  ap- 
peared in  the  public  journals,  and  which  has  won  him  the  thanks 
of  his  fellow  citizens— a speech  that  glows  with  the  fervor  of  a 
inanly  mind,  and  evinces  a spirit  that  cannot  be  warped  from  its 
duty  either  by  the  fear  of  executive  denunciation,  or  by  the 
hope  of  preserving,  through  blind  obedience  and  servile  submis- 
sion, a share  of  executive  favor. 

During  their  stay  at  Washington,  a part  of  the  delegation  took  an 
opportunity  to  call  on  Mr.  Taney,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 
They  were  received  with  the  courtesy  natural  to  thatgenlleman; 
and  in  the  course  of  an  audience  of  half  an  hour,  were  enabled 
to  hear  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  present  dilficullies  of  the 
country,  and  the  course  which  the  executive  branch  of  the  go- 
vernment was  likely  to  pursue.  Mr.  Taney  remarked,  that  the 
bank  had  ariayed  itself  against  the  government,  and  that  the 
government  would  not  yield  : that  the  impression  of  the  govern- 
ment was,  that  the  evil  the  people  complained  of,  grew  out  of 
the  great  power  of  the  bank:  that  the  government  was  making 
an  experiment — and,  however  bold,  he  would  not  undertake  to 
advise  any  change  from  the  position  it  had  assumed  against  the 
bank:  that  he,  (the  secretary),  found  no  difficulty  in  trans- 
mitting funds  from  one  part  of  this  extensive  country  to  the 
other.  In  the  course  of  this  conversation  one  of  the  delegation 
remarked  to  Mr.  Taney, — “Sir,  if  this  experiment  should  be 
persisted  in,  and  some  relief— such  as  we  do  not  now  antici- 
pate— should  not  be  given,  a large  proportion  of  the  trading  com- 
munity must  fail.”  The  secretary  replied — “ If  aW  did  fail,  the 
policy  of  the  government  would  not  be  changed.”  He  proceed- 
ed to  say,  “that  if  the  commercial  classes  had  properly  sustain- 
ed their  state  institutions,  the  present  slate  of  things  would  not 
have  existed,” — adding,  “ that  the  goveininenl  would  make  no 
change  until  the  present  bank  charier  expired.”  He  also  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  “ that,  after  what  had  appeared  in  the  news- 
papers, and  the  long  speeches  made  in  congress,  more  failures 
bad  nut  taken  place.” 

By  an  arrangement  procured  through  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Heath,  the  delegation  were  enabled  to  visit  the  president.  They 
thought  it  a part  of  their  duty  to  make  this  visit,  and  to  lay  be- 
fore the  chief  magistrate  such  information  as  might  exhibit  to 
him  the  actual  stale  of  affairs  in  this  community.  The  lime 
appointed  for  the  interview  was  at  eleven  o’clock  on  Wednes- 
day, and,  accordingly,  at  that  time,  seven  of  the  delegation  re- 
paired with  Mr.  Heath  w the  residence  of  the  president,  where 
they  were  severally  presented  to  him;  and  after  a few  minutes, 
during  which  the  president  was  engaged  with  other  visiters,  the 
chairman  of  the  delegation  addressed  the  president  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms: — 

“General,  you  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  this  committee  has 
the  honour  to  be  delegated  by  the  citizens  of  Balliinore,  with- 
out regard  to  party,  to  come  to  you,  sir, — the  fountain  head, — 
to  make  known  the  distressing  situation  of  the  currency  of  this 
country,  and  respectfully  to  ask,  from  you,  relief,” 

“ Relief,  sir!”— interrupted  the  president  in  a tone  of  excite- 
ment!— “ Come  not  to  me,  sir!— Go  to  the  monster!  Did  not 
Nicholas  Biddle  come  here,  sir,  and  on  his  oath,  swear  before  a 
committee,  that  with  six  millions  in  his  vaults  he  could  meet 
the  wants  of  the  whole  people?— And  now,— when  he  has  wrung 
more  than  ten  millions  from  the  people, — he  sends  you  to  me 
for  relief!  It  is  folly,  sir,  to  talk  to  Andrew  Jackson. — The  go- 
vernment will  not  bow  to  the  monster! — 

“Sir,”  said  the  chairman— “the  currency  of  the  country  is  in 
a dreadful  situation.  'I’lie  stale  banks  have  not  confidence  in 
each  other: — they  cannot  give  trade  the  facilities  required.  I 
have  recently  travelled  to  and  from  the  Falls  of  Ohio  to  Balti- 
more, and  can  assure  you,  sir,  I have  heard  but  one  opinion  on 
this  subject.  We  are  your  friends— not  politicians.  I have  al- 
ways been,  up  to  the  present  moment,  a decided  friend  of  your 
administration.” — Here,  the  president,  in  a very  angry  lone  of 
voice,  interrupted  the  chairman,  by  saying — 

“.Sir,  you  keep  one-sided  company.  Andrew  Jackson  has  fifty 
letters  from  persons  of  all  parties,  daily  on  this  subject.  Sir, 
he  has  more  and  better  information  than  you  sir— or  any  of  you. 
Andrew  Jackson  published  his  0()inions  in  September  last.  1 
am  surprised  that  you  thus  talk  to  me,  sir ! — It  is  folly:  you  would 
have  us  like  the  people  of  Ireland,  paying  tribute  to  London, 
that  already  gels  a large  amount  annually  from  this  coiint-y, 
extorted  from  the  laboring  part  of  the  community.  The  failures 
that  are  now  taking  place  are  amongst  the  stock  jobbers,  brokers, 
and  gamblers,  and  would  to  God,  they  were  all  swept  from  the 
land! — it  would  be  a happy  thing  for  the  country. 

“Sir,”  said  the  chairman,  “all  my  experience  goes  to  show 
that  there  is  no  money  more  cheerfully  paid  by  the  merchants 
and  people  of  this  country  than  interest — bank  interest — not 
such  interest  as  they  now  pay — say  two  and  a half  per  cent,  to 
collect  a sight  drauaht  drawn  in  Baltimore  on  Piitsburgh.” 

“Sir,”  replied  the  president,  “ I had,  last  night,  any  amount 
of  money  offered  me  on  good  security,  by  a gentleman  from 
New  York,  at  six  per  cent.  They  are,  sir,  men  who  have  over- 
traded that  are  now  pre.ssed.  The  real  capitalists  of  the  coun- 
try felt  tire  pressure  last  September  and  October,  when  the 
moMter  firat  put  the  screw  down.  Did  not  the  monster  draw 


from  the  south  and  west,  last  fall,  thirty-five  millions?  For 
what,  sir?  'J’o  oppress  the  stale  banks  in  your  city,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York  and  Boston.  But  Andrew  Jackson  foresaw 
what  they  were  about,  and  met  them.  iSir,  1 could  have  de- 
stroyed the  monster  in  thirty  days— but  the  president  would  not 
do  It — not  wishing  to  bring  distress  upon  the  people.  Andrew 
Jackson  invited  a comproiiiise  with  the  mamuioth — they  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  me,  and  now,  sir,  1 will  have  nothing 
to  do  wiili  them.  The  n^esioration  of  the  deposites  is  virtually 
a renewal  of  the  charter,  one  and  the  same  thing.” 

The  chairman  answered,  “The  people,  sir,  have  not  under- 
stood the  character  of  the  president,  if  he  is  unwilling  to  hear 
their  calls  and  demands.” 

Here,  in  a vehement  manner,  the  president  exclaimed — “The 
people!  Talk  to  Andrew  Jackson,  sir,  about  the  people!  The 
people,  sir,  are  with  me.  I have  undergone  much  peril  for  the 
liberties  of  this  people,  and  Andrew  Jackson  yet  lives  to  pul  his 
foot  upon  the  head  of  the  monster,  and  crush  him  to  the  dust.” 
“Sir,”  interrupted  the  chairman  again,  “the  country  has  tried 
your  measures — ihey  will  not  do.  They  will  ruin  two-thirds  of 
the  good  trading  men  of  the  country.  You  have  bled  us— we 
are  sick,  fainting  and  dying,  one  after  another.” 

“The  mammoth,  sir,”  replied  the  president  in  a violent  rage, 
“has  bled  you!  When  I put  him  down,  sir,  the  other  money- 
ed institutions  will  meet  all  the  wants  of  the  people.  It  is  fully 
in  the  extreme,  to  talk  to  me  thus,  sir.  I would  rather  under- 
go the  tortures  of  ten  Spanish  inquisitions  than  that  the  depo- 
sites should  be  restored,  or  the  monster  be  rechartered.” 

“Sir,”  said  the  chairman,  “as  there  is  no  general  relief  to  be 
had,  direct  the  public  money  now  in  the  state  bank,  in  our  city, 
back  to  the  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
will  at  once  give  Baltimore  relief.” 

“Talk  not  to  me,  sir,  about  your  branch!”  exclaimed  the  pre- 
sident, “did  they  not  send  in  nine  thousand  dollars  of  their  ille- 
gal bills  or  checks  to  the  bank,  the  first  day!  Let  them  make 
another  move  on  the  board,  and  Andrew  JacAsoti  will  check- 
mate them.  Let  them  turn  the  screw  again,  and  1 will  make 
them  feel  the  power  of  the  executive,  by  returning  on  them  ten 
millions  of  dollars  of  their  illegal  checks  now  in  circulation.” 

“I  hope,  sir,”  said  the  chairman,  “you  will  lie  able  to  demon- 
strate how  the  country  is  to  pay  upwards  of  fifty  millions  of  dis- 
counted paper  now  due  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with 
a metallic  currency  but  little  over  twenty  millions.” 

The  answer  was — “Go,  go  to  the  nionsier!- and  only  the 
other  day,  sir,  what  did  the  monster  do?  Disputed  with  the  ex- 
ecutive the  right  to  the  pension  fund?”  At  this  lime,  the  presi- 
dent had  grown  into  such  a rage,  that  no  object  was  to  be  gain- 
ed by  ailempiiiig  to  prolong  the  discussion,  and  as  several  of 
the  delegation  had  already  manifested  their  wish  and  their  im- 
patience to  close  the  conference,  the  members  of  the  delegation 
withdrew. 

The  delegation  have  endeavored  to  report  all  that  passed  at 
this  interview  as  accurately  as  possible.  They  have  employed, 
as  far  as  their  memory  has  allowed  them,  the  exact  words,  that 
were  used  on  both  sides, and  have  set  nothing  down  which  was 
not  distinctly  within  the  recollection  of  some  of  their  party; 
whilst,  at  the  same  time,  they  believe  they  have  omitted  no- 
thing of  importance  to  the  illustration  of  the  opinions  which 
the  president  endeavored  to  express,  except  one  assurance 
from  the  president  which,  upon  reviewing  what  they  have  de- 
tailed above,  they  now  supply.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks 
on  the  stale  of  the  question  before  the  country,  the  president  de- 
clared. that  he  meant  to  try  the  present  experiment  with  the 
state  banks,  until  the  period  of  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  that  if  it  then  should  be 
found  not  to  answer,  some  other  plan  would  be  resorted  to. 

This  concludes  all  that  the  delegation  have  to  report  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  president. 

Soon  after  this  interview,  the  delegation  returned  to  the  city 
of  Baltimore.  They  deem  it  unnecessary  to  comment  upon 
the  incidetits  of  their  visit  to  the  city  of  Washington.  The 
above  narrative,  faithfully  detailing  all  that  passed  as  nearly  as 
it  was  possible  for  the  delegation  to  report  the  same,  will  afford 
every  citizen  of  Baltimore  the  means  of  making  up  his  own 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  probable  duration  of  the  present  state 

of  things. 

The  delegation  see  no  reason  to  despond.  They  have  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  nation,  and  believe 
that  misrule,  whether  it  he  produced  by  passion,  or  by  error  of 
judgment,  cannot  long  go  uncorrected  amongst  an  inlelligeiu 
and  patriotic  people. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 

HUGH  BIRCKHEAD, 

G.  BROW'N, 

J.  W.  PATTERSON, 

GEO.  R.  GAITHER, 

W.  C.  SHAW, 

WM.  GRAHAM, 

JNO.  BROWN  HOWELL, 

Thereupon  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  rose  and  .-iddressed  the 
meeting  in  an  eloquent  and  appropriate  speech,  and  concluded 
by  offering  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  duly  second- 
ed by  S.  D.  Walker,  esq. 

1.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  long  avow- 
ed hostility  of  president  Andrew  Jackson  against  the  bank  of 
the  U.  Stales — an  hostility  which  has  pursued  its  object  with 
a bitterness  increased  by  every  failure  of  its  purpose— has  en- 
gendered a temper  that  wholly  incapacitates  him  for  wise  coun- 
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8el  in  reference  to  that  institution;  his  course,  towards  it,  has 
consequently  been  marked  by  passion  and  private  reseiUinent, 
rather  than  by  the  sound  precepts  of  public  good. 

That,  having,  in  a period  of  profound  tran.iuillity,  when  the 
great  mass  of  the  community  neither  saw  the  abuses  alleged 
against  the  bank,  nor  feared  its  power,  brought  it  within  the 
circle  of  exOcutive  denunciation,  and  marshaled  the  forces  of 
party  to  act  against  it:  And  when,  nevertheless,  it  was  still  so 
much' a favorite  with  the  country  as  to  obtain  the  vote  of  con- 
gress in  favor  of  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  his  greater  anger 
was  kindled  against  it,  and  a system  of  warfare  was  adopted  by 
him  for  its  overthrow,  which  has  been  characterised  by  an  acri- 
mony unknown  in  the  annals  of  our  political  history.  That,  in 
the  course  of  this  warfare,  he  has  resorted  to  every  expedient 
within  his  reach,  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  impair  its 
means  of  fulfilling  its  engagements  to  the  nation—thereby  evinc- 
ing a reckless  spirit  of  persecution,  more  resembling  personal 
hatred  than  official  zeal. 

7’hat,  in  the  headlong  fervor  inspired  by  these  feelings,  goad 
ed  and  exasperated  by  disappointment,  he  has  forgotten  the 
constitutional  limits  of  his  own  power,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  punishment  upon  his  victim,  he  has  unlawfully  seized 
upon  the  public  treasure  deposited  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank, 
under  the  obligation  of  a contract,  for  which  the  honor  of  the 
nation  was  pledged,  and  has  distributed  this  treasure  whereso- 
ever, in  his  judgment,  the  convenience  of  the  public,  as  he  in- 
terprets it,  requires. 

That  in  the  performance  of  this  act,  he  has,  under  the  pretext 
of  power,  conferred  upon  him  by  the  constitution,  assumed  and 
adopted  a principle  which  involves  a dangerous  violation  of  the 
duties  of  a good  magistrate;  a principle  that  has  been  developed 
in  the  act  of  discarding  a secretary,  who  held  his  office  at  the 
executive  pleasure,  because  that  secretary-refused  to  obey  the 
will  of  the  president  in  a matter  not  witliin  the  president’s  su- 
pervision, but  exclusively  confided  to  the  secretary  by  law;  and 
then  substituting  in  the  place  of  the  conscientious,  but  “refrac- 
tory subordinate,”  another,  better  inclined  to  obey  his  behests; 
thus  inculcating  the  mischievous  political  doctrine  that  the  pub- 
lic functionaries  can  only  expect  to  hold  office  upon  the  terms 
of  unqualified  obedience  to  his  wishes. 

That,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  he  has  disregarded  the 
clear,  plain  and  almost  prophetic  warnings  as  to  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  measure,  of  the  councillors  whom  the  laws  had  placed 
around  him,  and  in  opposition  to  their  wholesome  advice,  has 
rushed,  with  precipitate  and  most  pernicious  haste,  to  the  ac- 
complishment ofhis  will. 

That,  in  the  same  act,  he  has  endeavored'  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  authority  and  reputation  of  congress,  by  forestalling 
the  action  ofthat  body  on  the  subject,  and  menacing  the  exer- 
cise of  his  veto  upon  any  attempt  it  might  make  to  restore  the 
nation  to  its  former  attitude;  tlius,  after  many  illusory  profes- 
sions of  respect  for  the  majority  of  the  nation,  actually  threat- 
ening to  shelter  himself  in  the  exceptionable  powers  conferred 
upon  a minority. 

That,  in  like  manner,  he  has  derogated  from  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  co  ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  by  the 
tone  with  which  he  claims  to  consider  the  government  as  only 
existing  in  himself  and  the  officers  of  his  caltinet. 

That,  relying  upon  the  great  and  overwhelming  popularity 
which  a past  renown  has  conferred  upon  him,  and  which  has 
begotten  towards  him  a man-worship  altogether  unbecoming 
the  citizens  of  a free  republic,  he  has  been  emboldened  to  pur- 
sue his  passionate  and  self-willed  career,  in  the  idea  that  the  peo- 
ple will  suslain  him  in  whatever  he  chooses  to  propose.  In  this 
spirit  he  has  declared  that,  “he  assumes  the  responsibility  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites” — aiming,  by  this  declaration,  to  rally 
the  people  around  him,  and  to  transfer  the  question  of  an  inde- 
fensible and  pernicious  measure  into  one  of  party  and  personal 
attachment. 

That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  having,  by  a strict  and 
compulsory  compliance  with  the  policy  dictated  to  it  by  the  pre- 
sident, conclusively  demonstrated  the  evil  consequences  ofthat 
policy;  and  from  the  constrained  position  which  has  been  forc- 
ed upon  that  institution,  severe  calamity  and  not  unforeseen 
disaster  having  ensued — the  responsibility  for  these  evils  must 
fall  upon  the  head  of  him  who  assumed  the  responsihility;  and  it 
is  but  little  compatible  with  the  moral  courage,  which  has  been 
claimed  for  the  president,  that  he  should  shrink,  in  the  moment 
of  difficulty,  from  his  accountability  for  the  result,  and  seek  to 
throw  that  accountability  upon  the  bank.  He  htis  indeed  de- 
clared that  much  of  the  disaster  now  experienced  was  not  only 
looked  for  by  him,  but  that  it  is  also  in  accordance  with  his 
wishes.  If,  however,  more  distress  than  he  expected  has  re- 
sulted, that  fact  alone  should  admonish  him  to  restore  the  coun- 
try to  its  original  happy  condition,  by  a magnanimous  retrac- 
tion of  his  error.  The  glory  of  never  retracing  a step,  is  both 
an  obstinate  and  wicked  pride,  incompatible  with  the  character 
of  a wise  and  upright  statesman. 

That  THE  EXPERIMENT  of  creating  a sound  currency, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  associated  state  banks— in  which 
experiment  the  president  has  announced  his  determination  to 
persist — is  one  that  has  heretofore  been  fully  tried  and  univer- 
sally deplored:  it  is  an  experiment  which  was  then  proved,  and 
will  be  proved  again,  to  be  fatal  to  the  public  prosperity,  and  if 
persevered  in  will  go  on  redoubling  and  perpetuating  the  ca- 
lamities of  the  nation.  Political  wisdom,  even  more  than  pri- 
vate, is  best  conducted  by  the  experience  of  history.  Not  less 
objectionable  is  the  experimcat  of  banithing  a muted  paper  and 


specie  circulation,  and  substituting  for  it  a metallic  currency. 
In  such  a community  as  ours,  it  is  a visionary  and  impractica- 
ble expedient;  and  even  if  practicable,  a mischievous  scheme 
that  would  be  attended  with  such  distress  as  would  speedily 
cause  it  to  be  exploded  as  a gross  absurdity.  Whichever,  there- 
fore, of  these  two  opposite  and  incongruous  experiments  the 
executive  designs  eventually  to  rest  upon— whether  that  of  a 
state  bank  currency,  which  must  be  depreciated  by  expansion, 
or  that  of  the  precious  metals,  which  must  do  its  mischief  by 
contraction — they  are  both  equally  unworthy  of  a wise  govern- 
ment. 

That  the  hitherto  prosperous  and  eminently  happy  condition 
of  the  country  rendered  all  such  experiments  not  only  unwise, 
but  unjust;  and  the  attempting  them  argues  a disposition  in  the 
executive  to  trifle  with  the  best  and  dearest  interests  of  the 
community.  The  efl'ect  of  all  measures  which  tend  to  embarass 
the  currency,  inasmuch  as  they  operate  upon  the  relations  of 
debtor  and  creditor,  and  produce  frequent  changes  in  money 
values,  is  peculiarly  afllictive  to  the  poor  and  laboring  classes. 
These  disorders,  by  the  destruction  of  credit  and  confidence 
that  inevitably  attends  them,  deprive  labor  of  its  proper  reward, 
drive  it  from  its  lawful  employments  and  make  sad  inroads  upon 
the  welfare  of  every  man  who  subsists  by  his  daily  toil;  whilst 
at  the  same  time  they  prepare  a bountiful  harvest  of  profit  for 
those  who,  free  from  the  cares  of  earning  their  subsistence, 
have  capital  at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  the  wants  of  the 
needy.  They  emphatically  make  “the  rich  richer,  and  poor 
poorer.”  The  system,  therefore,  proposed  by  the  president,  is 
conspicuously  entitled  to  be  called  “the  industrious  and  the  la- 
boring man’s  curse.” 

II.  Therefore  resolved,  For  all  these  reasons,  this  meeting 
utterly  reprobate  the  policy  lately  adopted  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  and 
they  solemnly  PROTEST  against  the  exercise  of  the  powers  by 
which  he  has  attempted  to  effectuate  his  purpose.  And  the 
members  of  this  meeting  pledge  themselves  to  use  all  lawful 
means  within  their  command  to  rescue  the  country  from  the 
consequence  of  this  misrule. 

III.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  have  full  confidence  in  the 
good  sense,  virtue  and  love  of  country  of  their  fellow  citizens 
throughout  the  union,  and  trust  securely  in  the  belief  that,  as 
the  eyes  of  the  people  are  opened  to  the  true  character  of  the 
measures  of  their  public  servants,  the  nation  will  effectually 
vindicate  the  integrity  of  the  constitution  in  the  en-forcement 
of  a strict  account  and  due  responsibility  from  those  who  ad- 
minister the  government. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  accorded' 
to  gen.  Chambers,  of  the  senate,  and  James  F.  Heath,  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  for  their  prompt  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion in  the  views  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial,  lately  presented 
by  them  to  congress;  and  that  the  grateful  acknowledgments 
of  this  meeting  are  due  to  the  delegation  whose  report  has  beers 
read  this  day,  for  their  able  and  efficient  services  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

V.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting  entirely  and  unhesitatingly  dish- 
approve  of  the  conduct  of  Isaac  McKim,  esq.  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  this  city;  and  that  they  perceive,  in  bis  course;, 
a subserviency  to  the  views  of  the  executive,  altogether  irrecon- 
cileable  to  the  exercise  of  a manly  freedom,  and  incompatiblfe' 
with  the  duties  of  the  representative  of  an  enlightened  and  free 
community— A subserviency  that  is  calculated  to  surrender  the' 
independence  of  congress  at  the  footstool  of  executive  power — 
as  degrading  in  the  one,  as  it  if?  dangerous  in  the  other. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  thirty-one  citizens  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chairman  of  this  meeting,  (of  which  committee 
the  president  of  this  meeting  be  chairman),  to  act  as  a committee 
of  safety,  and  that  they  be  authorised  to  take  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  promote  the  objects  of  this^ 
meeting. 

VII.  Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  printed  in  the  public 
newspapers,  and  that  a copy  be  sent  by  the  secretary  to  each  of 
the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  state  of  Maryland  in 
congress. 

Tile  question  being  propounded  by  the  president  to  the  meeting; 
oh  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  carried  by  an  al- 
most unanimous  vote,  some  two  or  three  voices  only  dissenting. 

After  this,  the  meeting  adjourned  about  sundown  with  three 
hearty  cheers.  The  chairman  then  appointed  the  following  gen- 
tlemen as  the  committee  of  safety  of  thirty-one,  in  pursuance  tcr 
the  foregoing  resolutions: 


William  Crawford,  jr. 
George  Brown. 

Joseph  W.  Patterson, 
John  B.  Howell, 
William  C Shaw, 
George  R.  Gaither, 
Hugh  Birckhead, 
William  Graham, 
David  Stewart, 

George  Rogers, 

Samuel  D.  Walker, 
Matthew  Kelly, 

Gen.  Wm.  McDonald, 
Job  Smith,  jr. 

J.  V.  L.  McMahon, 
(Signed) 

H.  W.  Evans, 

George  Rogers 


Talbot  Jones, 

Jacob  Albert, 

James  Wilson, 

John  McKim,  jr. 
William  Hubbard, 
Joseph  K.  Stapleton, 
W.  H.  Conkling, 
Reverdy  Johnson, 

John  P.  Kennedy, 

H.  W.  Evans, 

Jonathan  Meredith, 
Peter  Leary, 

James  Corner, 

James  Biays,jr. 

R.  D.  Burns, 

N.  BRICE,  president. 


secretaries. 
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We  have,  by  a moderate  computation,  about  five  liun- 
dred  articles  and  items  of  information,  remaining  on  the 
table,  which  ought  to  be  inserted  or  noticed ! 

The  occasional  debates  which  take  place  in  congress 
on  the  presentation  of  petitions,  are  very  interesting, 
much  more  so  than  the  i-egular  debates  usually  are;  but  we 
cannot  pretend  to  keep  pace  with  them.  We  hare,  how- 
ever, made  some  extracts  from  certain  remarks  of  Messrs. 
fVebster  and  Clay,  when  the  memorial  of  the  builders  of 
Philadelphia  was  offered  in  the  senate. 

We  publish,  at  full  length,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
sustaining  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  for  removing  the  public  deposites,  and  intend, 
in  our  next,  in  like  manner  to  offer  the  dissent  of  the  mi- 
nority of  that  committee.  Perhaps,  these  are  the  only 
long  papers  that  we  shall  be  required  to  publish  on  this 
subject  for  some  time — but  these  are  of  a character  which 
demands  a place. 

To  record  the  various  proceedings  had  in  consequence 
of  the  derangement  of  the  currency,  &cc.  is  impossible;  and 
even  to  mention  the  whole,  is  impracticable.  A large 
part  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States  is  much  agitated,  and 
an  extraordinary  excitement  prevails — and  meetings  for 
and  against  a restoration  of  the'public  deposites  are  yet 
being  held  in  many  places.  The  latter,  we  regret  to  ob- 
serve, are  called  with  entire  reference  to  party  politics, 
in  many  cases.  Those  in  favor  of  the  restoration  do  not 
make  such  a discrimination,  and  are  attended  by  many- 
strong  friends  of  the  executive,  at  different  places. 

Tlie  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  committee  who  visited 
Washington,  and  waited  on  the  president,  has  been  some 
time  before  us.  It  very  closely  corroborates  the  reports 
of  other  like  committees,  and,  indeed,  goes  beyond  them 
in  some  important  respects.  It  is  laid  aside  for  preser- 
vation. 

A great  movement  is  making  in  Massachusetts.  A 
petition  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  had  been  sign- 
ed by  6,700  citizens  of  Boston,*  and  it  was  thought  the 
number  would  be  much  increased;  and  one  of  the  largest 
meetings  ever  held  at  Fanueil  Hall  was  assembled,  at 
which  many  resolutions  of  a decided  character  were  pass- 
ed, one  of  which  appointed  a “committee  of  safety”  of 
thirty.  Another  appointed  a delegation  to  bear  the  peti- 
tion to  Washington,  the  chairman  of  which  is  Mr.  nipple- 
ton,  late  the  member  of  congress  from  that  city-. 

But  neither  the  excitement,  nor  the  pressure,  has  yet 
nearly  reached  the  extent  to  which  both  will  proceed. 
Every  day'  adds  failure  to  failure,  misery  to  nusery,  and 
reduces  the  means  of  the  most  solvent  persons.  Many 
men,  as  yet,  pay  their  debts  by  exhausting  their  fortunes, 
in  sacrifices  to  perserve  their  credit!  A member  of  the 
legislature  of  Massachusetts  lately  said  in  his  place  that 
$2,500,000  had  been  paid,  in  that  state,  for  extra  interests 
since  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  We  think  that  this 
is  less  than  the  truth,  in  a community  so  eminently  com- 
mercial as  the  state  named.  It  is  our  opinion,  derived 
from  several  conversations  with  persons  who  ought  to 
know,  that  the  daily  amount  of  shavings  in  Baltimore 
amounts  to  100,000  dollars.  It  is,  of  all  sorts,  more  than 
less  that  sum.  The  average  is  not  less  than  3 per  cent, 
a month,  including  hrokei-age,  and  other  ctiarges,  such  as 
intlie  boifowing  of  uncurrent  money,  &c.  and  the  shaving 
of  payable  post  checks.  The  legal  rate  of  interest  is  the 
half  of  one  cent,  on  the  dollar,  per  tlay — the  present  rate 
three  cents:  100,000  dollars,  at  a ^ per  cent,  per  dollar, 
is  500  dollars,  at  3 per  cent.  3,000— in  a month 

*The  professions  of  ilie  sianer.s  are  added— they  may  be 
found.  Of  the  6,700  there  were  3,200  mechanics,  marnifactnrers 
and  laboring  men,  9,300  merchants  ami  traders — the  rest  of 
other  occupations,  professional  men,  kc. 
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of  30  days  $75,000,  or,  for  four  months,  300,000  dollar.s. 
But  tlie  dealings  iu  Baltimore  are  not  a tenth  part  of 
those  of  nMassachusetts;  and  besides,  Baltimore  seems  as 
yet  to  havesuflered  less  from  the  pressure  than  any  other 
[)lace  of  business  east  or  northward  of  this  city,  for  our 
[teople  had  been  taught  caution  in  the  school  of  adversity, 
and  not  yet  forgotten  their  lessons.  We  then  easily  be- 
lieve in  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman  of  Massachu- 
setts; and  yet  there  is  no  dealing  people  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  better  able  to  pay  their  debts,  in  ordinary  times, 
than  the  inhabitants  of  that  irulustrous  and  thrifty  and 
economical  commonwealth.  The  searcity  of  money,  or 
want  of  confidence  in  Baltimore,  may  be  gathered  from 
the  rates  of  exchanges,  'fhe  bills  of  as  good  banks,  at 
home,  to  say  the  least  of  them  as  our  own,  have  these 
rates — New  England  bank  notes  3 per  cent,  discount. 
New  York,  (country  and  safety  fund)  5,  unless  of  Al- 
bany which  are  &t  3.  Pennsylvania,  even  if  payable  at, 
or  received  by  the_  banks  of  Philadelphia,  (but  not  de- 
positable  in  our  own  banks),  I to  2;  others,  (good  banks)  3 
@ 5 per  cent.  District  of  Columbia  ^ to  1 ; Virginia  2 per 
cent.  South  Carolina  3,  North  Cai  olina,  Georgia,  Loui- 
siana, Alabama,  and  other  states  south  and  west,  “no 
sales,”  or  at  from  7^  to  10  per  cent,  discount.  But  the 
“safety  fund”  banks,  at  New  York,  have  a rate  of  dis- 
count that  does  not  exceed  per  cent,  if  the  average 
amounts  to  so  much — and  a good  many  of  them  are  really 
at  par,  in  that  city,  at  tins  time. 

Tlie  preceding  facts  are  not  stated  to  injure  the  credit 
of  the  banks  alluded  to,  for  most  of  them  may  be  as 
sound  as  other  banks  are;  but  for  the  simple  purpose  of 
shewng  the  pressure  for  present  means,  with  the  want  of 
confidence,  that  prevails  in  this  city. 

It  is  with  much  regret,  and  only  in  a sense  of  duty,  we 
must  add — that  on  the  8th  inst.  we  sold  a note  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  bridge  and  bank  company,  issued  by  the  office 
in  this  city,  at  10  per  cent,  discount,  and  that,  on  the 
13th,  we  saw  them  refused  by  a broker  at  that  rate,  when 
present  and  getting  other  notes  shaved.  They  were  al- 
together rejected.  But  the  failure  of  this  institution, 
though  distressing  some  individuals,  cannot  have  any 
sensible  effect  on  the  Baltimore  banks,  generally,  and 
their  credit  ought  not  to  be  in  the  least  impaired,  from 
the  circumstances  mentioned. 

[It  is  said  that  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of  this  bank 
will  soon  be  commenced,  and  that  the  whole  issue  will  be 
paid.  We  sliall  derive  much  pleasure  in  stating  the  fact 
to  the  public.] 

We  h.ave  an  official  statement,  and  intended  to  publish 
it  ibis  week,  shewing  the  condition  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  on  the  1st  October,  1833,  and  1st  March,  1834, 
from  which  we  can  only  give  the  following  summary 
statement,  at  present. 


October  1,  1833, 
March  1,  1834, 

Loans. 

60,094,202  93 
56,157,829  86 

Deposites. 
17,877,298  36 
9,947,363  54 

October  1,  1833, 
March  1,  1834, 

3,926,373  07 
Circulation. 

19.128.189  57 

18.593.189  00 

7,929,934  82 
Specie. 
10,663,441  51 
10,385,439  15 

605,000  57 

278,002  36 

This  shows  that  the  reduction  of  the  loans  has  not 
been,  by  upwai*<ls  of  four  millions  of  dollars,  as  great  as 
the  reduction  of  the  deposites,  and  yet  the  bank  is  blamed 
for  causing  the  pressure.  Money  was  yet  plenty  in  Oc- 
tober last — why  then  is  it  scarce  now? 

Mr.  Chambers  in  reply  to  Mr.  King  oi  Geo.'’ In  the 
senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  lOth  inst.  (the  latter 
having  said  that  he  had  heard  nothing  of  distress  among 
the  people,  or  violation  of  the  law  by  the  president,  unrli 
he  heard  of  them  on  that  floor,  &c. ) made  a reference  tO 
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Mr.  Duane's  letters  to  the  people  now  publishing,  and 
said  that  on  the.  10th  of  July  last,  Messrs.  Duane  and 
“sounded  in  the  president’s  ear  the  warning 
voice  of  caution,  and  foretold,  with  prophetic  accuracy, 
the  results  of  his  mischievous  e.^perinjcnt.  ” 

Mr.  Duane's  letter  to  the  president  of  the  10th  of  July, 
(very  recently  publish.ed),  plainly  says  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  deposites  would  be  regarded  as  an  “extreme 
and  arbitrary  measure,”— and  he  also,  with  wonderlul 
certainty,  foretold  the  deranged  state  of  the  currency  and 
pressure  on  the  people,  that  would  follow  it.  No  man 
now  could  describe  the  existing  state  of  things  more 
clearly  than  Mr.  Duane  predicted  them,  in  his  formal 
letter  to  the  president  of  July  10,  1833. 

The  “Globe”  of  Alonday  lust  asserted,  as  on  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  'I'unsy,  that  the  statement  made  by  the 
Baltimore  committee  of  the  conversation  ot  a part  of  that 
committee  with  him  was  misrepresented;  on  which 
Messrs.  William  Craivford,  George  Bi  otvni\\a\  Joseph 
W.  Patterson  (the  other  gentleman  who  waited  on  Mr. 
Taney,  Mr.  Gaither,  being  absent)  addressed  a note  to 
Mr.  T.  asking  whether  the  editor  of  the  “Globe”  had 
his  (Mr.  T’s)  authority  for  the  assertion  that  he  had 
made;  and,  receiving  no  answer,  they  published  their  note 
to  Mr.  T.  on  Thursday  last,  affirming,  over  their  own 
proper  signatures,  the  accuracy  of  their  statement.  And 
yesterday  morning  there  was  published  a long  private 
letter  of  Mr.  Taney  to  a gentleman  of  Baltimore,  dated 
op  the  10th,  in  which  he  observes,  “I  cannot  undertake 
to  say  whether  I did  or  did  not  use  the  words  imputed  to 
me.  But  if  they  were  used  they  were  applied  to  the  ge- 
neral ruin  which  the  mercantile  community  should  wil- 
lingly bring  on  itself  by  creating  a panic  for  party  pur- 
poses.” This  is  sufficient  for  a general  view  of  the  state 
of  this  matter.  We  cannot  go  into  particulars. 

It  is  probable  that  the  most  animated  political  contest 
which  has  hap])ened  in  the  state  for  many  years  w ill 
take  place  in  Virginia,  in  the  ensuing  month,  when  the 
members  of  the  legislature  are  to  be  chosen.  The  sti-ong- 
estmen,  on  both  sides,  are  being  brought  out,  and  each 
party  will  exert  itself  to  the  utmost.  It  is  said  that  both  .of 
the  great  parties  in  the  legislature  will  pul)li.sh  an  address 
to  the  people.  Parties  in  this  state  seem  to  have  neaily 
settled  down  into  a Jackson  and  Van  Buren  party,  and 
an  anti-Jackson  and  anti-Van  Buren  party;  all  minor 
questions  being  merged  in  the  success  or  defeat  of  the 
individuals  named. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  election  of  charter  nr 
corporation  officers,  takes  place  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  next  montli.  Tliese  are  very  important,  because  of 
the  disbursements  and  patronage  of  the  government  of 
that  great  city.  The  “independent  republicans,”  are 
making  much  preparation  to  encounter  the  “Tamma- 
nies”— and,  warmed  with  the  hope  of  success,  though  the 
odds  have  been  so  much  in  favor  of  tlie  latter,  the  former 
are  rallying  their  strength  and  organizing  themselves  with 
all  diligence.  While  the  Evening  Post  charges  it  upon 
the  “independent  republicans”  that  some  individuals  are 
giving  from  100  to  1,000  dollars  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  the  election,  the  Evening  Star  asserts  that  all  per- 
sons in  public  office  have  been  ordered  to  pay  up  an  as- 
sessment, at  a rate  equal  to  the  highest  that  has  ever  been 
imposed  upon  them;  which  we  have  heretofore  heard 
was  ten  per  ce?it.  on  the  whole  amount  of  a year’s  salary 
or  fees! 

At  a meeting  in  favor  of  the  bank,  held  in  Vermont, 
Mr.  JMeech,  late  “Jackson”  candidate  for  governor,  pre- 
sided— and  at  another  held  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  Jo/ai  C. 
Schenck,  esq.  recently  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
friends  of  the  administration  in  that  state,  took  a leading 
part.  Such  things  are  of  frequent  occurrence — and  so 
they  should  be.  It  is  an  act  of  great  violence  to  force  a 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  currency,  into  the  tran- 
sient and  turbulent  ups  and  downs  of  political  parties. 

Hundreds  of  new  meetings  of  the  people  have  just  been 
held  or  called  to  be  held,  in  different  parts  of  the  union, 
but  most  numerously  in  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 
Virgiw9j  on  account  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  coun- 
try. On  the  20th  inst.  there  is  to  be  a grand  meeting  of 


the  people  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  at  which 
it  is  recommended  that  the  different  trades  shall  api)ear 
with  their  banners  and  badges — and  that  the  store-keep- 
ers close  their  stores,  for  the  afternoon. 

Gov.  Wolf’s  very  sudden  char.ge  of  opinion,  causes 
much  speculation  in  Pennsy  hania.  The  Pittsburgh 
committee,  w Ito  called  at  liarrisbnrgli,  on  tlieir  way  to 
M'asliingloii,  a short  time  ago,  re[)orted  that  bis  foi  mer 
good  opinion  of  the  bank  was  unclianged. 

On  the  Stb  inst.  Baltimore  bank  notes  were  at  ^ per 
cent,  (lisconiit  at  Piilsburgli — and  on  the  same  day  Pills- 
burgli  l)ank  notes  were  at  3 per  cent,  discount  at  Balti- 
more— botli  being  cqnallv  good,  at  borne ! 'I’lie  time  be- 
tween these  cities  is  less  ilian  3 days,  or,  going  and  re- 
turning, with  one  day  to  make  the  exchange,  say  seven 
days,  or  exactly  a half  per  cent,  per  day  on  mor.cy  be- 
tween the  two  places — or  182^  per  cent,  per  annum! 
This  is  a pretty  state  of  things' — but  it  prevails  in  all  parts 
of  the  union.  There  was,  and,  perhaps,  yet  is,  a tarift'of 
exchange  even  between  All)any  and  Troy,  five  miles 
a]>art,  llie  banks  in  each  being  equally  good  ! But  the  con- 
dition of  things  within  the  state  of  New-Yoik  seems  to 
be  generally  improved. 

We  observe  that  the  somniferous  paper  read  by  the 
honorable^  and  “honest”  Isaac  Hill  in  the  senate  cham- 
ber, (but  not  to  the  seriate,  for  friends  and  enemies 
“cleared  out”  to  avoid  the  punishment  of  hearing  it), 
has  been  published  in  the  “Globe”  as  Mi-.  Kill’s  speech, 
into  wliicli  the  writer  or  reader  has  introduced  some  ex- 
tracts from  the  Rkoistkr  of  1820,  iu  relation  to  the 
bank.  “Hezekiah  Niles”  sees  not  one  w'ord  in  the  ho- 
nor  able  and  “honest”  gentleman’s  quotation  tliat  he  will 
retract — for  every  word  had  respect  to  then  existing 
facts,  and  what  seemed  to  be  the  manifest  intentions  of 
those  w'ho  then  bad  charge  over  the  affairs  of  the  bank. 
We  just  take  tlie  liberty^  however,  to  say,  t-bat  iu  his 
comments  on  the  extract  presented,  tlie  honorable  and 
“honest”  gentleman  says  some  things  that  are  not  true. 
But  '■'■that's  nothen,"  as  major  Downing  would  say — and 
"some  things  are  so  despicable,"  as  Mr.  Senator  Clayton 
said,  that  we  must  pass  lliem  over. 

As  the  honorable  and  “honest”  senator  is  pleased  with 
“extracts,”  we  shall  give  one  or  two  out  of  many  in  our 
possession,  w hich  we  find  mai  ked  as  from  the  JV.  Hamp- 
shire Patriot  — and  we  guess  tliat  they  are  “ge- 

uuwine” — for  they  have  been  repeatedly  published  as 
such,  and  we  never  heard  their  verily  denied: 

“General  Jackson,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  now 
finds  those  only  0|iposed  to  his  election,  who  defended 
his  lionest  but  indiscreet  zeal,  -when  he  trampled  on  the 
civil  authority,  by  arresting  the  United  States'  judge, 
and  other  citizens  at  JVew  Orleans,  and  ivhen  he  seized 
and  executed  Arbullmot  and  Ambrister,  in  Florida;  he 
has  there  changed  friends,  combining  what  with  the  ho- 
nest portion  of  the  community  who  gaze  with  admiration 
at  his  military'  prowess,  ivhat  ivith  a portion  of  men  ambi- 
tious for  place  and  preferment,  and  what  with  that  par- 
ty -who  care  not  ivho  they  support,  so  that  they  make  mis- 
chief, AND  BREAK  UP  THE  REPUBLICAN  PARTY,  a hoSt  in 

that  state,  w'hich  will  probably  outnumber  the  friends  of 
any  other  presidential  candidate.” 

“We  love  our  civil  rights  and  privileges  too  well  to 
place  Jackson  in  the  presidential  chair.  We  do  not  like 
to  be  hanged  zuilhout  "rhyme  or  reason." 

Now,  will  the  honorable  and  “honest”  senator,  who 
has  “waxed  fat”  on  mail  contracts  and  heavy  feedings  at 
the  public  crib,  stand  by  what  he  said,  as  we  are  ready 
to  stand  by  what  we  said?  The  administration  of  the 
bank  when  placed  in  new  hands,  relieved  it  from  those 
causes  for  censure  which  we  thought  it  well  deserved — 
but  how  is  it  with  the  facts  urged  by  Mr.  //i/Z against 
general  Jackson?  Have  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  for 
example,  been  restored  to  life,  as  the  bank,  under  its  new 

* We  have  i<a/iciserf  tlje  word  “honorable”  hecaiise  that  the 
“New  Hainpsitire  Patriot”  of  the  3(i  May,  1H30,  for  instance, 
iiad  Ins  name  138  times,  in  difTerent  essay--’,  timl  often  with  this 
prefixlnre;  and  in  tw'o  colmnns  of  that  papet  of  the  lOlh  of  the 
same  month,  his  name  was  used  42  times,  several  of  which 
were  in  flaming  capitals,  and,  perhaps,  all  manufactured  by  his 
own  honorable  and  “honest”  self. 
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direction,  was  veformeil?^—^n^  proceeded  to  accomplish 
the  purposes  lor  whicli  it  was  designed,  in  the  esiablish- 
meut  of  a sound  and  wholesome  currency  ? We  prefer 
not  these  things  against  the  president — but  refer  to  them 
for  tlie  sole  benefit  of  the  honorable  and  “honest”  sena- 
tor— wlio  said  more  against  gen.  Jackson,  personally,  in 
the  little  paragraphs  quoted,  than  is  contained  in  all  the 
forty-five  tapacious  volumes  of  the  Registkii,  as  written 
by  us — there  is  more  pure  nialigniiy  and  caucus-slavisli 
abuse  in  it,  than  we  ever  e.xtended  towards  an  individual, 

(for  we  stldoni  indulge  at  all  in  personalities,  uidess  in 
the  lex  tahonis);  but  Isaac  Hill  cannot  complain  that  we 
have  “returned  his  complunenl” — extract  against  extract. 

On  Monday  next  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Webster  will 
bring  out  his  project  concerning  the  bank — prefcring  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  witli  certain  modifications.  A ge- 
neral discussion  in  the  house  on  tlie  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  (inserted  in  the  present  sheet), 
will  also  soon  be  going  on. 

A gentleman  of  South  Carolina,  remitting  his  payment 
for  the  Register,  says,  “I  am  the  oidy  union  man  in  this 
village,  and  have  often  been  insulted  by  being  told  that  it 
was  because  1 read  old  Niles’  paper.  I fear,  and  am  sor- 
ry to  say  that  inoi-e  has  been  done  [by  “the  government”], 
in  the  last  four  months  to  promote  nullification,  than  ever 
before  was  done  for  it.” 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  12lh  says — The  pre- 
sident yesterday  re-no»u7i£t/e</  to  the  senate  the  three  per- 
sons lately  rejected  as  government  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States.  'I'he  reasons  which  he  assigned  to 
the  senate  for  this  unusual  step,  if  any,  were  communi- 
cated in  confidence,  and  are  of  course  unknown  to  us. 

Mr.  Leigh  the  new  senator  from  Virginia,  made  his 
first  speech  on  the  12th  inst.  It  was  a brief  one — of 
some  30  or  40  minutes;  but  is  said  to  have  fully  sustained 
the  high  reputation  which  he  has  long  borne  at  home, 
and  had  preceded  him  to  the  senate.  What  a constella- 
tion of  talent  is  now  collected  in  that  body,  though  it 
contains  some  very  small  men! 

ITEMS. 

The  frigates  United  States  and  Constellation  suffered 
much  damage  in  a severe  gale,  on  the  l4th  Dec.  and 
were  in  great  danger  of  being  lost,  but  they  got  into 
Milo,  where  they  were  repaired,  and  had  since  arrived 
at  Malta  on  their  way  to  Mahon. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  difficulties  in  Alabama  are 
yet  adjusted.  It  is  said  that  the  removal  of  the  white 
settlers  have  been  commenced  by  the  U.  S.  officers. 

At  last,  a representative  has  been  chosen  in  the  9th 
congressional  district  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Jacksoiv, 
anti-masonic,  has  succeeded  by  a small  majority  of  all  the 
votes;  and,  as  on  all  leading  questions  that  has  been  or 
are  before  congress,  Mr.  J.  declared  that  he  coincided 
in  opinion  with  gen.  Dearborn^  the  late  representative — 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  latter,  to  end  the  contest  at  a 
crisis  so  important,  cast  their  votes  for  Mr.  Jackson. 
There  are  yet  three  vacant  seats  in  congress— that  which 
is  contested  by  Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore,  the  one  made 
vacant  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bouldin,  of  Va.  and  the 
other  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bullard,  appointed  a 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  Louisiana. 

We  much  regret  to  hear  that  the  cholera  has  reappear- 
ed in  some  parts  of  the  west,  bordering  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

There  have  recently  been  several  great  fires  at  New 
York.  This  city  has  very  many  buildings  fair  to  the  eye, 
like  “painted  sepulchres,”  but  made  up  of  the  most  com- 
bustible materials  within,  as  well  as  many  frame  edifices, 
built  in  a hurry,  to  accommodate  the  rush  of  popula- 
tion— and  to  have  a dozen  or  two  of  these  burnt  down  at 
a time,  is  no  extraordinary  affair,  in  the  want  of  water 
to  extinguish  the  flames,  let  the  valuable  firemen  do  all 
that  they  can.  About  50  families,  of  the  poorest  classes, 
were  dislodged  by  one  fire  on  tlie  evening  of  the  10th 
instant — chiefly  natives  of  Ireland. 

The  Corkonians  and  United  Irishmen,  laborers  on  the 
canal,  have  had  a terrible  fight  at  New  Orleans,  in  which 
several  were  killed  and  wounded,  when  the  riot  was  sup- 


pressed and  many  of  the  rioters  arrested  to  answer  for 
it.  We  wish  that  these  people  would  leave  their  abomi- 
nable local  hatreds  of  each  other,  as  well  as  their  much 
cherished  desire  of  appealing  to  force^  behind  them. 

Lower  cavxda.  The  dissensions  between  the  colonial 
legislature  and  the  governor-general  Aylmer  and  the 
royal  government  at  home,  have  risen  to  a great  height. 
Early  in  last  month,  a set  of  resolutions,  nearly  one  hun- 
dred in  numbei-,  was  moved,  forming  a sort  of  declara- 
tion of  rights  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  concluding  by 
proposing  to  expunge  from  the  journals  of  the  house  the 
despatches  of  Mr.  Stanley,  the  British  colonial  secretary, 
and  the  impeaching  of  the  governor-general.  They  wt  re 
brought  up  for  discussion  on  the  15lh,  ult.  and  debated  all 
that  day  and  the  next.  All  substitutes  were  rejected  by 
overwhelming  majorities,  and  late  in  the  night  of  the  16th, 
fifty- five  of  the  resolutions  were  agree^l  to  without  oppo- 
sition. I'he  whole  probably  passed  as  reported.  I'he 
resolutions  adopted  contain  a call  for  conventions  of  the 
people.  The  residts  of  this  bold  attitude  which  the 
house  have  assumed,  must  be  imjioiTant  to  the  future  re- 
lations of  the  colony  with  Great  Britain. 

In  one  of  the  resolutions  it  is  significantly  remarked, 
that  the  population  of  the  United  States  will,  in  twenty 
vears,  be  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  the 
British  North  American  colonies  will,  in  the  same  period, 
be  equal  to  that  of  the  United  States  when  they  declared 
their  independence. 

Upper  Canada  is  also  in  a state  of  high  excitement. 

Two  or  three  great  nests  of  counterfeiters  of  bank 
notes  have  been  broken  up.  ^'ho  extent  to  which  this 
business  was  proceeding,  is  truly  astonishing.  The  in- 
crease of  banking  institutions  will  give  it  a new  impetus. 

— ® ©<*—— 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  2Sth  and  Paris  to  the  31st  January. 

FRANCE. 

A duel  was  fought  on  the  29ih  January,  between  gen.  Bu- 
geaud  and  M.  Dulong,  two  ineuibers  of  the  chamber  of  deputies. 
The  seconds  of  gen.  B.  were  gen.  Rumigny  and  col.  Laniy,  and 
those  of  the  latter,  M.  Georae  Lafayette  and  col.  Bacot.  The 
duel  resulted  in  the  death  of  M.  Dulong.  There  had  been  seve- 
ral other  duels  between  students  of  medicine,  one  of  which  also 
proved  mortal  to  one  of  the  parties. 

The  French  journals  are  equally  severe  with  the  English,  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  pie.sident  of  the  U.  States  on  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  They  say  that  no  con- 
stitutional, or  absolute  monarch  would  have  dared  to  couiuiit 
such  an  outrage  upon  the  laws. 

SPAIN. 

Martinez  de  la  Roza  had  been  nominated  to  succeed  M.  Zea, 
the  prime  minister.  This  nomination  gives  universal  satisfac- 
tion and  the  best  anticipations  are  indulged  in  for  the  success 
of  the  monarchy  under  his  guidance.  The  national  guard  had 
been  reorganized,  the  government  reserving  to  itself  the  choice 
of  the  officers.  The  entire  military  force  of  the  country  is  to 
consist  of  120,000  men. 

The  most  important  feature  In  the  present  aspect  of  Spain, 
is  the  contemplated  re-orcanizalion  of  its  government.  The 
cortez,  it  is  understood,  will  not  be  convoked;  but  instead  of 
it  a represeniative  government  established,  consisting  of  two 
branches.  Two-thirds  of  the  upper  branch  is  to  consist  of  the 
nobility,  and  one-third  of  the  higher  orders  of  the  clergy.  The 
lower  branch  is  to  consist  of  250  members,  elected  from  the  ci- 
ties, towns  and  villages. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  7.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of  2,500  or 
3,0i)0  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a 
return  of  the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.  Oo 
which  Mr.  Webster  rose  and  expressed  much  satisfaction  at 
this  movement  of  the  agriculturalists  of  that  rich  and  populous 
county.  This  memorial  came  from  the  agricultural  interest, 
and  he  said — it  was  the  “real  lion  of  the  country.” 

Mr.  Etvins  offered  a series  of  searching  resolutions  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  petition  of 613  citizens  of  Marietr 
ta.  Pa.  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  eZoyfon  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  lie  one 
day  on  the  table;  . 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  genera)  be  directed  to  inlortn 
the  senate,  how  many,  and  what  postmasters,  clerks  and  other 
agents  in  his  department,  have  been  by  him  removed  from 
office,  since  the  3d  day  of  March,  1829;  also,  to  state  the  nainss 
of  those  who  have  been  appointed  in  lieu  of  the  postmasters  so 
removed,  their  places  of  residence,  and  to  furnish  the  original 
letters,  or  copies  thereof,  addressed  to  him  as  postmaster  ge- 
neral, eemmiinicatiiig  the  political  character  of  those  removed, 
or  those  who  have  been  appointed  to  supply  their  places. 
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Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  the  senate  a copy  of  any  and  every  circular,  or  or- 
der, to  his  deputies,  directing  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  transmit 
to  his  department  the  names  of  the  newspapers  taken  at  their 
respective  offices,  or  the  names  of  the  subscribers  to  such  news- 
papers; and  generally  to  stale  whether  liis  department  receives 
quarterly  returns  of  newspapers  taken  in  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  their  subscribers. 

Mr.  Webster  rose,  and  addressed  the  senate  as  follows: 

I rise,  sir,  to  perform  a pleasing  duty,  ft  is  to  lay  before  the 
senate  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  building  mechanics  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  convened  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
on  the  24th  of  February.  This  meeting  consisted  of  t/iree  tkou- 
savd persons,  and  was  composed  of  carpenters,  masons,  brick- 
makers,  bricklayers,  painters  and  glaziers,  lime  burners,  plas- 
terers, lumber  merchants  and  others,  whose  occupations  arc 
connected  with  the  building  of  houses.  I am  proud,  sir,  that 
so  respectable,  so  importatit,  and  so  substantial  a class  of  me- 
chanics, have  entrusted  me  with  the  presentment  of  their  opi- 
nions and  feelings,  respecting  the  present  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, to  the  senate.  I am  happy  if  they  have  seen,  in  the  course 
pursued  by  me  here,  a policy  favorable  to  the  protection  of  their 
interest,  and  the  prosperity  of  their  families.  These  intelligent 
and  sensible  men,  these  highly  useful  citizens,  have  witnessed 
the  effect  of  the  late  measures  of  government  upon  their  own 
concerns;  and  the  resolutions  which  I have  now  to  present, 
fully  express  their  convictions  on  the  subject.  They  propose 
not  to  reason,  but  to  testify;  they  speak  what  they  do  know. 

Mr.  President,  the  members  of  this  meeting  have  not  trans- 
mitted their  proceedings  by  mail,  nor  have  they  rested  satisfied 
with  merely  causing  them,  in  any  way,  to  reach  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  to  be  read  and  disposed  of  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  They  have  forwarded  them  by  a committee  of  thh-ty 
persons  of  their  own  body,  and  those  thirty  persons  are  now 
within  the  walls  of  the  senate.  I wish,  sir,  that  honorable  se- 
nators would  converse  with  these  gentlemen;  I wish  they 
would  use  the  opportunity  of  satisfying  themselvei  of  their  in 
telligence,  their  fairness,  their  freedom  from  the  influence  of 
all  oblique  or  improper  motives,  and  the  unquestionable  truth 
of  the  existence  of  that  distress,  which  they  come  here  to  repre- 
sent. Such  a communication  would  convince  honorable  mem- 
bers, that  there  is  no  pretence,  no  fiction,  no  exaggeration,  in 
the  whole  matter;  but  that  all  their  words  are  words  of  truth 
and  soberness. 

[Mr.  Webster  then  urged  the  necessity  of  action  to  relieve 
the  distresses  of  the  people — and  said] — 

Sir,  listen  to  the  statement;  hear  the  facts.  Tlie  committee 
state,  sir,  that  eight  thousand  persons  are  ordinarily  employed 
in  building  houses,  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  a 
number  which,  with  their  families,  would  make  quite  a corisi 
derable  town.  They  further  state,  that  the  average  number  of 
houses,  which  this  body  of  mechanics  has  built,  for  the  last  five 
years,  is  twelve  hundred  houses  a year.  The  average  cost  of 
these  houses  is  computed  at  two  thousand  dollars  each.  Here 
is  a business,  then,  sir,  o/ fii'O  millions  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a year.  Such  has  been  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 
And  what  is  it  now?  Sir,  the  committee  state  that  the  business 
has  fallen  off  seventy- five  per  cent,  at  least;  that  is  to  say,  that, 
at  most,  only  one-qaarter  part  of  their  usual  employment  now 
remains.  This  is  the  season  of  the  year  in  which  building  con- 
tracts are  made.  It  is  now  known  what  is  to  be  the  business 
of  the  year.  Many  of  these  persons,  who  have  heretofore  had, 
every  year,  contracts  for  several  houses  on  hand,  have  this  year 
no  contract  at  all.  They  have  been  obliged  to  dismiss  their 
hands,  to  turn  them  over  to  any  scraps  of  employment  they 
could  find,  or  to  leave  them  in  idleness,  for  want  of  any  em- 
ployment. 

[Mr.  W.  then  went  into  some  detail  to  shew  the  former  ope- 
rations ofthe  builders  of  houses,  which  were  almost  totally  de- 
stroyed by  the  “experiment”  now  going  on;  and  then  said] — 
These,  sir,  are  plain  matters  of  fact,  and  they  are  manifestly 
the  results  of  the  measures  of  government;  and  have  not  these 
mechanics,  then,  a right  to  complain.  Ought  they  to  hold  their 
tongues,  and  starve,  in  order  to  enable  the  secretary  to  try  his 
experiment?  Are  they  to  be  the  willing  victims  of  such  fantas- 
tical and  arrogant  schemes?  No,  sir,  that  is  not  their  notion  of 
patriotism  and  duty.  They  think  the  government  was  estab- 
lished for  them,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  their  protection,  security  and  happiness.  They  think  it  not 
a subject  for  the  practice  of  every  raw  conceit,  every  presump- 
tuous theory,  every  impulse  of  arrogant  and  self  sufficient  love 
of  change.  Sir,  they  are  not  the  dupes  of  the  secretary’s  expe- 
riment; and,  if  they  can  help  it,  they  do  not  intend  to  be  its  vic- 
tims- They  know  full  well  in  what  purpose  these  measures 
originated,  which  have  since  obtained  the  name  of  the  “expe- 
riment.” They  think  they  have  a right  to  demand  of  congress 
not  to  sanction  such  purposes,  to  their  ruin.  As  American  ci- 
tizens, they  demand  the  shelter  of  the  laws;  as  tax-payers  to 
government,  they  demand  the  protection  of  government;  as  in- 
dustrious citizens,  they  demand  security  for  their  industry;  and 
they  protest,  solemnly  protest — in  their  name,  sir,  in  their  be- 
half, in  their  presence,  I now  enter  their  protest— against  these 
unnecessary  and  wanton  measures,  which  destroy  their  proper- 
ty, break  up  their  employments,  and  reduce  them  and  their 
children  to  want  and  beggary! 

Mr.  Webster  concluded  as  follows; 


Sir,  the  agitations  of  the  country  are  not  to  be  hushed  by  aif> 
thority.  Opinions,  from  however  high  quarters,  will  not  quie$ 
them.  The  condition  of  the  nation  calls  for  action,  for  mea- 
sures, for  the  prompt  interposition  of  congress;  and  until  con- 
gress shall  act,  be  it  sooner  or  be  it  later,  there  will  be  no  con- 
tent, no  repose,  no  restoration  of  former  prosperity.  Whoever 
supposes,  sir,  that  he,  or  that  any  man,  can  quiet  the  discon- 
tents, or  hush  the  complaints  of  the  people,  by  merely  saying, 
“pi'ace,  be  still!”  mistakes,  shockingly  mistakes,  the  real  con- 
dition of  things.  It  is  an  agitation  of  interests,  not  of  opinions; 
a severe  pressure  on  men’s  property  and  their  means  of  living, 
not  a barren  contest  about  abstract  sentiments.  Even,  sir,  the 
voice  of  party,  often  so  sovereign,  is  not  of  power  to  subdue 
disconlenlj  and  stifle  complaints.  The  people,  sir,  feel  great 
ititeresls  to  be  at  stake,  and  they  are  rousing  themselves  to  pro- 
tect those  interests.  They  consider  the  question  to  be,  whe- 
ther the  government  is  tnade  for  the  people,  or  the  people  fbr  the 
government.  Tltey  hold  the  former  of  these  two  propositions, 
and  they  mean  to  prove  it. 

Mr.  President,  this  measure  of  the  secretary  has  produced  a 
degree  of  evil  that  cannot  be  borne.  Talk  about  it  as  we  will, 
it  cannot  be  borne.  A tottering  slate  of  credit,  cramped  means, 
loss  of  property  and  loss  of  employment,  doubts  of  the  condi- 
tion of  others,  doubts  of  their  own  condition,  constant  fear  of 
failures  and  new  explosions,  an  awful  dread  of  the  future— sir, 
whim  a consciousness  of  all  these  things  accompanies  a man, 
at  his  breakfiist,  his  dinner  and  his  supper;  when  it  attends  him 
through  his  hours,  both  of  labor  and  rest;  when  it  even  disturbs 
and  haunts  his  dreams,  and  when  he  feels,  too,  that  that  which 
is  thus  gnawing  upon  him  is  the  pure  result  of  foolish  and  rash 
measures  of  government,  depend  upon  it  he  will  not  bear  it.  A 
deranged  and  disordered  currency,  the  ruin  of  occupation,  dis- 
tress for  present  means,  the  prostration  of  credit  and  confi- 
dence, and  all  this  without  hope  of  improvement  or  change 
a state  of  things  which  no  intelligent  people  can  long  endure. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said:  I have  been  requested  by  the  cont- 
mittee  from  Philadelphia,  charged  with  presenting  the  memo- 
rial to  congress,  to  say  a few  words  on  the  subject;  and  although 
after  the  ample  and  very  satisfactory  exposition  which  it  has 
received  from  the  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Webster), 
further  observaiious  are  entirely  unnecessary,  I cannot  deny 
myself  the  graiificatiou  of  complying  with  a request,  proceeding; 
from  a source  so  highly  worthy  of  respectful  consideration. 

[Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  show  the  effect  ofthe  measures  of 
the  government  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and  offered  an  opi- 
nion that  the  value  of  property  in  the  United  States  had  been 
reduced  by  them,  in  the  great  amount  of  four  hundred  millions 
of  dollars, — a sum  which  would  be  less  than  half  the  real 
amount,  were  the  property  of  the  people  placed  in  the  market, 
and  to  be  sold,  as  u-e  believe.  Reg.] 

Mr.  Clay  next  asked — 

And  what  is  the  remedy  to  be  provided  for  this  most  unhappy 
state  of  the  country?  I have  conversed  freely  with  the  members 
of  the  Philadelphia  committee.  They  are  real,  practical,  work- 
ing tnen;  intelligent,  well  acquainted  with  the  general  cotidition, 
and  with  the  sufferings  of  their  particular  community.  No  one, 
who  has  not  a heart  of  steel,  cati  listen  to  them,  without  feeling 
the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  privations  and  sufferings  unneces- 
sarily brought  upon  the  laboring  classes.  Both  the  committee 
and  the  memorial  declare  that  their  reliance  is,  exclusively,  on 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  government.  Mr.  President,  it  is 
with  subdued  feelings,  of  the  profoundest  humility  and  mortifi- 
cation, that  I am  compelled  to  say  that,  constituted  as  congress 
now  is,  no  relief  will  be  afforded  by  it,  unless  its  members  shall 
be  enlightened  and  instructed  by  the  people  themselves.  A 
large  portion  of  the  body,  whatever  may  be  their  private  judg- 
ment upon  the  course  of  the  president,  believe  it  to  b'e  their 
duty,  at  all  events  safest  for  themselves,  to  sustain  him  without 
regard  to  the  consequences  of  his  measures  upon  the  public  in- 
terests. And  nothing  but  clear,  decided  and  unequivocal  de- 
monstrations of  the  popular  disapprobation  of  what  has  been 
done,  will  divert  them  from  their  present  purpose. 

But  there  is  another  quarter  which  possesses  sufficient  power 
and  influence  to  relieve  the  public  di.'fresses.  In  twenty-four 
hours,  the  executive  branch  could  adopt  a measure  which 
would  afford  an  efficacious  and  substantial  remedy,  and  re-es- 
tablish confidence.  And  those  who,  in  this  chamber,  support  the 
adinini.«tration,  could  not  rendera  belterservice  than  to  repairto 
the  executive  mansion,  and,  placing  before  the  chief  magi.-irate 
the  naked  and  undisguised  truth,  prevail  upon  him  to  retrace  his 
steps  and  abandon  his  fatal  experiment.  No  one,  .sir,  can  per- 
form that  duty  with  more  propriety  than  yourself.  [The  vice  pre- 
sident) You  can,  if  you  will,  induce  him  to  change  his  course. 
To  you,  then,  .sir,  in  no  unfriendly  s()irit,  but  with  feeling.s  soft- 
ened and  subdued  by  the  deep  distress  which  pervades  every 
class  of  our  countrymen,  I make  the  appeal.  By  your  official 
and  personal  relations  with  the  president,  you  maintain  with 
him  an  intercourse  which  I neither  enjoy  nor  covet.  Go  to  him 
and  tell  him,  without  exaggeration,  but  in  the  language  of  truth 
and  sincerity,  the  actual  condition  of  his  bleeding  country.  Toll 
him  it  is  nearly  ruined  and  undone  by  the  measures  which  he 
has  been  induced  to  put  in  operation.  Tell  him  that  his  expe- 
riment is  operating  on  the  nation  like  the  philosopher’s  experi- 
ment upon  a convulsed  animal,  in  an  exhausted  receiver,  and 
that  it  must  expire,  in  agony,  if  he  does  not  pause,  give  it  free 
and  sound  circulation,  and  softer  the  energies  of  the  people  to 
be  revived  and  restored,  'rdl  hi  .1  that>  in  a single  city,  more 
than  sixty  bankruptcies,  involving  a loss  of  up,wafds  of  fiftcea 
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millions  of dolliiM,  liave  oconrrrd.  liim  of  lln:  alatiiiin<r 

decline  in  ilie  value  <tl  all  property,  of  tlie  depreciaiioii  of  all  the 
products  of  industry,  of  the  staanalioii  in  every  branch  of  Inisi- 
iiees,  and  of  the  ch.'St;  of  nnnierous  inantifaeinrin^  estahli>h- 
ments,  which,  a few  short  months  !\iir>,  were  in  active  and  flou- 
rishing operation.  Depict  to  him,  if  you  can  find  language  to 
portray,  the  heart  rending  wretchedness  of  thousands  of  the 
working  classes  cast  out  of  employment.  'J’ell  him  of  the  tears 
ofhelpless  widows,  no  longer  able  to  earn  their  bread,  and  of 
unclad  and  unfed  orphans  who  have  been  driven,  by  his  policy, 
out  of  the  busy  pursuits  in  wliich  hut  yesterday  lliey  were  gain- 
ing an  honest  livelihood.  Say  to  liini  that  if  firmness  be  honor- 
able, when  guided  by  truth  and  justice,  it  is  intimately  allied  to 
another  quality,  of  the  most  pernicious  tendency,  in  tiie  prose- 
cution of  an  erroneous  system.  'I’ell  him  how  much  more  true 
glory  is  to  be  won  by  retracing  false  steps,  than  by  blindly  rush 
ing  on  until  his  country  is  overwhelmed  in  bankru[»tcy  and  ruin. 
Tell  him  of  the  ardent  attachment,  the  unbounded  devotion,  the 
enthusiastic  gratitude,  towards  iiiin,  so  often  signally  manifest- 
ed by  the  American  people,  and  that  they  deserve  at  his  hands 
better  treatment.  Tell  liim  to  guard  himself  against  the  possi 
bility  of  an  odious  comparison  with  tliat  worst  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  who,  contemplating  with  indiflerence  the  conflagra 
tion  of  the  mistress  of  the  world,  rejmled  himself  during  the  ter 
rific  scene  in  the  throng  of  his  dancing  courtiers.  If  you  desire 
to  secure  for  yourself  the  reputation  of  a public  benefactor,  de- 
scribe to  him  truly  the  universal  distress  already  produced,  ami 
the  certain  ruin  whicii  must  ensue  from  (rciseverance  in  his 
measures.  Tell  him  that  he  has  been  abused,  deceived,  betray- 
ed, by  the  wicked  counsels  of  unprincipled  men  around  him. 
Inform  him  that  all  efforts  in  congress  to  alleviate  or  terminate 
the  public  distress  are  paralyzed  and  likely  to  prove  totally  una- 
vailing, from  his  influence  upon  a large  portion  ol  the  members, 
who  are  unwilling  to  withdraw  their  support,  or  to  takt;  a course 
repugnant  to  his  wishes  and  feelings.  Tell  him  that,  in  his  bo- 
som alone,  under  actual  circumstances,  does  the  power  abide 
to  relieve  the  country;  and  that,  unless  he  opens  it  toconvic 
tion,  and  corrects  the  errors  of  his  administration,  no  human 
imaginntiOH  can  conceive,  and  no  human  tongue  can  express, 
the  awful  consequences  which  may  follow.  Inlreat  him  to 
pause,  and  to  reflect  that  there  is  a point  beyond  wtiich  human 
endurance  cannot  go;  and  let  him  nor  drive  this  brave,  generous, 
and  patriotic  people  to  rnadne.ss  and  despair. 

Mr.  President,  unaffectedly  indisposed,  and  nnw  illing  as  1 
am  to  irespa.'S  upon  tire  senate,  I could  not  decline  complying 
with  a request  addressed  to  me  hy  a respectable  porlion  of  my 
fellow  citizetis,  part  of  the  hone  and  sinew  of  the  American 
public.  Like  the  senator  from  Massachuseils,  w ho  has  been 
entrusted  with  the  presentation  of  their  petition  to  the  senate,  1 
found  them  plain,  judicious,  sensible  men,  clearly  understand 
ing  their  own  interests,  and,  with  the  rest  of  the  oomniunily, 
writhing  under  the  operation  of  the  measures  of  the  e.xecntive. 
If  I have  deviated  from  the  beaten  track  of  debate  in  the  senate, 
my  apology  must  be  found  in  the  anxious  solicitude  which  I 
feel  for  the  condition  of  the  country.  And,  sir,  if  1 shall  liave 
been  successful  in  touching  your  heart,  and  exciting  in  you  a 
glow  of  patriotism,  I shall  he  most  happy.  You  can  prevail 
upon  the  president  to  abandon  his  ruinous  course;  and,  if  you 
will  exert  the  inflirence  which  yon  possess,  yon  w ill  command 
the  thanks  and  the  plaudits  of  a grateful  people. 

The  memorial  w’as  then  referred. 

After  other  business,  I\Ir.  Clay  ro«e  to  present  the  four  reso 
Intions  that  follow’,  and  pronounced  some  strong  observations 
in  support  of  them — which  cannot  he  made  room  for: 

1.  Resolved,  1’hat  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  does 
not  vest  in  the  president  power  to  remove  at  his  frleasnre  ofii 
cers  under  the  government  of  the  United  Rlales,  whose  offices 
have  been  established  by  law. 

Q.  Resolved,  That,  in  all  cases  of  offices  created  hy  law’.  t!ie 
tenure  of  holding  which  is  not  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
congress  is  authorised  by  the  constitution  to  prescribe  the  ten- 
ure, terms,  and  conditions  on  which  they  are  to  be  holden. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  conmtittee  on  the  judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  ttie  expediency  of  providing  hy  law  that  in  all 
instances  of  appointment  to  office  by  the  president,  by  and  w’ifh 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  other  than  diplomatic  ap 
pointments,  the  power  of  removal  shall  be  exercised  only  in 
concurrence  with  the  senate,  and,  w’hen  the  senate  is  not  in 
session,  that  the  president  may  suspend  any  such  officer,  com 
niunicaiing  his  reasons  for  the  suspension  to  the  senate  at  its 
first  succeeding  session;  and,  if  the  senate  comur  with  him,  the 
officer  shall  be  removed,  but  if  it  do  not  concur  w ith  him,  the 
officer  shall  he  restored  to  office. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law  for  the  appointment,  by  anil  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  of  all  deputy  postmasters,  whose  annual 
emoluments  exceed  a prescribed  arnonrit. 

March  10.  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the  currency  and  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  and.  at  considerable  length  and  W’ith 
much  ability,  set  forth  the  deranged  state  of  business  in  conse- 
quence of  tile  proceedings  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States. 
He  said  that  commission  merchants  declined  not  only  the 
usual  guaranty  on  sales,  but  refused  to  make  advances.  He 
mentioned  the  case  of  a cargo  from  the  south  worth  3,000  dol- 
lars, subject  to  a freight  of  500,  in  cash,  which  w'as  surrendered 
to  the  ship  owner  that  he  might  make  his  freight  out  of  it.  He 


said  that  he  daily  heard  of  failures,  and  that  70  had  taken  place 
III  one  late  flonrishiiig  low  n in  Mass,ai  husetl.s.  He  spoke  of  the 
manniaetuicrs  and  other  working  people  discharged.  He  said 
that  SIX  months  ago,  the  legal  rale  ot  interest  i'or  large  sums  of 
money  could  nut  be  obtained,  tliougli  now’  w’orili  from  3 even  to 
5 percent,  per  inonili!  [We  wi»li  ibai  we  could  make  room 
lor  tills  Rtieecti  o(  a practical  man.] 

Mr' ft'cbstcr  followed,  and  observing  that  his  colleague  liad 
left  liim  liiile  to  say  eoncciiiiiig  Hie  resolutions,  &.c.  took  the 
opportunity  to  speak  ot  liie  necessity  of  recliartering  tlie  bank, 
for  w liieli  tlie  committee  of  fin. nice  bad  agreed  upon  a plan  to 
be  laid  belbie  Hie  senate  on  Monday  next;  and  be  gave  it 
out  as  bis  ojiiiiion  that  congress  ooglii  not  to  adjourn  until  some 
measures  were  adopted  to  relieve  Hie  people. 

His  idea  wa.?  that  tlie  present  bank,  wiili  some  few  modifica- 
tions of  its  cliarler,  should  be  cuiitiiined  lor  a sliurt  time,  and  so 
as  to  leave  the  question  0|)en  ns  to  Hie  est.tblisiiment  ol  a new 
on»’;  or  to  renew  tlie  cliailer  Irir  a number  of  years  wiili  oilier 
inodificalions,  among  ilieni  to  prevent  Hie  issue  of  notes  of  a 
less  dcnuininatiun  ibaii  of  *20  dollars,  &c.  But  as  we  shall  have 
the  plan  next  week,  the  want  of  room  will  excuse  us  from 
giving  a report  of  liis  s(>ecch  now. 

Mi.  Forsyth  follow'cd  and  exjiressed  liis  surprize  at  the  idea 
throw  n out,  that  congres.s  would  sit  until  Hie  distresses  of  the 
country  were  relievi  d,  hy  the  gciiticiiian’s  plan  lor  recliartering 
the  bank.  Would  the  .senate  compel  Hie  other  house  and  Hie 
executive  to  acceed  folds  proposition?  Heex|iressed  an  opinion 
fovorable  to  a bank,  if  the  rale  of  interest  was  fixol  at  5 per 
cent,  and  Hie  pow  er  of  tlie  state  govcrnmenis  over  it  were  duly 
secured,  and  Hie  power  of  the  general  government  over  it  was 
made  greater,  &.c. 

Mr.  IVebsler  replied  at  considerable  length,  and  the  debate 
was  continued,  by  Messrs.  A'i«g,ofGeo.  Cluimbcrs,  Forsyth  and 
Webster. 

Mr.  BeZf  had  leave  of  absence  for  three  weeks.  Adjourned. 
March  11.  Mr.  Prentiss  preseiiied  a nienioii.al  from  Bur- 
lington, Vt.  praying  for  a restorntion  of  Hie  deposites,  and  spoke 
.at  coiitiderable  (fiiglli  on  ilie  subject  at  large;  lie  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Su.’t/’f,  who  described  Hie  dcrangenieni  of  Imsiness  in 
Vermont,  and  the  distress  that  prevailed,  aggravated,  as  it  is, 
by  the  failnr*;  of  the  grain  crops  last  sea.-on. 

Mr.  Clay  look  an  opportunity  to  coiia  cl  certain  tilings  as  to 
Hic  petition  from  'I’my  for  a restoration  of  Hie  deposilcs.  He 
referred  to  Mr.  IFrig/if,  wlio,  Inul  said,  on  llie  inidrmation  of  a 
member  of  the  other  bouse  that  only  100  of  Hie  signers  were 
friendly  to  the  administration  fllr.  Clay  read  a letter  dated, 
the  Gth  instant,  saying  tiial  by  a critical  examination,  recently 
made,  tln  ie  were  at  least  400  signers  wlio  are,  or  have  been 
administration  iim'Ii,  &c.  Mr.  Wright  explained — he  had  not 
made  the  remark  on  his  own  knowledge,  and  spoke  warmly 
as  to  tlie  inlegriiy  of  his  informant,  lint  supposed  Hiat  some 
mistake  may  have  lieen  made,  &c. 

Mr.  Frelingliuyseu  presented  Hie  petition  of  454  citizens  of 
Paier.soti,  N.  j.  praring  for  a return  of  the  deposites,  on  which 
occasion  lie  offered  a brief  statistical  state  of  the  business  of 
tliat  tow  n,  and  said  iliat  5,130  spindles,  which  had  annually 
consumed  2,200.000  lbs.  of  cotton,  were  slopped,  owing  to  tlie 
pressure  of  the  times.  Mr.  F.  also  presented  a memorial  from 
Paterson  and  its  vicinity,  signed  by  600  persons,  approving  of 
the  removal  of  tiie  deposites — and  a long  debate  followed. 

Otlier  bn.^iness  attended  to  will  appear  in  its  course. 

March  12.  Mr.  McKean  presented  Hirce  memorials,  one  from 
a meeting  of  tin-iilate  workers,  slieet  iron  w’orkers  and  copper- 
sinillis,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  one  from  the  citizens  of  the 
liorougli  of  Sonlliwark,  Pennsylvania,  and  Hic  other  from  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Carlisle,  in  Hie  same  state,  on  the  subject 
of  the  pecuniary  embarrassmenis  of  the  country,  which  the  me- 
morialists ascribe  t,o  the  removal  of  Hie  deposites  from  the  bank 
of  tlie  United  State.x,  and  severally  praying  for  their  restoration. 
3'he  iiicmoiialist.s,  Mr.  McK.  said,  so  far  as  lie  was  able  to  as- 
certain, were  highly  respectable,  and  consisted  of  persons  with- 
out distinction  of  party.  He  asked  that  the  memorials  be  rend, 
referred  to  the  coniiriiltee  on  finance  and  printed;  whicii  was 
done  accordingly. 

Mr.  Leigh  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  merchants,  me- 
ch.Miics,  professional  men  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Petersburgli, 
in  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments of  the  country;  wliich  the  memorialists  ascribe  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
States;  and  praying  congress  to  take  such  measures  as  will  af- 
ford them  redress. 

Mr.  Leiih  accompanied  Hie  presentation  of  the  memorial  with 
some  approjiriate  remarks;  after  w hich,  he  asked  that  the  me- 
morial be  read,  refer.>-ed  to  tlie  committee  on  finance  and  print- 
ed. 

The  memorial  liaving  been  read,  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Leigh  and  King,  of  Georsia,  look  part;  when 
the  question  was  taken,  and  Hie  memorial  referred,  ncwi.  con. 
to  Hie  committee,  on  finance,  and  ordi'reri  to  be  [irinled. 

The  senate  then  resumed  Hie  consideration  of  the  special  or- 
der, lieing  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  the  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  tretisnry  on  the  subject  of  tlie  removal  of  Hie  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States;  w’hen 

Mr.  Tallmadgc,  who  was  entitled  In  the  floor,  commenced 
his  remarks,  and  addressed  the  senate  until  three  o’clock;  and 
then  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  13.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  numerously 
signed  by  the  people  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  ami  also  the  pro- 
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c«€ding3  of  a puWic  meeting  of  the  citizens,  asking  for  a resto- 
ration of  the  public  deposited.  Mr.  W.  read  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  ineetinii,  containing  some  strong  remarks  in  support 
of  the  constitutionality  of  a bank  of  the  United  tStates. 

Mr.  Sj>rague  presented  two  memorials — one  from  Eastport 
and  the  other  from  Lubec,  Maine,  praying  for  a restoration  ol 
ttie  deposites,  &c. 

Mr.  7)/ler  presented  two  memorials,  from  the  towns  of  Fal- 
mouth and  Fredericksburgh,  and  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
held  in  Accomack,  Virginia,  with  reference  to  the  public  dis- 
tress, and  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites.  A debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Tyler,  Brown,  Leigh,  Forsyth,  Web- 
ster, Preston  and  Ewing  took  part. 

The  other  business  attended  to  will  sufficiently  appear  in  ita 
progress.  Adjotirneri. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March.  7.  The  whole  of  this  day  was  given  np  to  the 
consideration  of  private  or  local  business,  and  a large  number 
of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
or  passed. 

Adjourned  until  Monday. 

Monday,  March  10.  This  being  the  weekly  day  for  present- 
ing memorials,  &e.  and  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Virginia  legislature,  presented  last  Monday,  being  the  morn- 
ing business  first  in  order — 

Mr.  Ghohon,  who  had  the  floor,  was  about  to  address  the 
house,  but  yielded  his  right  for  the  present,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams,  who  a.«ked  leave  to  present  certain  resolu- 
tions of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  stating,  that,  if  the  leave  were  grant- 
ed, he  should,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  or  understanding  in 
such  cases,  abstain  from  any  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  me- 
morial, and  take  some  other  opportunity  of  expressing  his  sen- 
timents on  it. 

Mr.  Gholson,  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  Virginia 
memorial,  lying  over  from  last  Monday)  signified  his  assent  to 
Mr.  A’s  request:  but,  objection  being  made  by  some  other  nrem- 
ber,  the  leave  was  not  granted. 

Mr.  Gholson  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  house,  in  <*- 
tcn«o,in  support  of  the  resolutions  of  his  state,  and  particularly 
in  reply  to  Mr.  PaltonH  argument  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.  followed,  in  an  animated  speech,  on  the 
same  side. 

Mr.  Pinckney,  of  S.  C.  next  addressed  the  house,  also  in  sup- 
support  of  the  res»>Inlions,  and  contintied  to  speak  until  half 
past  three,  when  he  yielded  to  a motion  for  adjournment. 

All  three  of  these  gentlemen  went  occasionally  into  very  se- 
vere animadversion  upon  the  course  of  the  administration  in 
Teference  to  the  (Ir-posires. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  11.  Many  bills  of  a private  nature  were  re- 
ported, and  a great  deal  oflocal  or  private  business  attended  to. 

Mr.  Jidnms,  of  Mass,  asked  the  consent  of  the  house  to  pre- 
sent certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  his  state.  Objec- 
tion being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rule.s  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  suggested  that,  if  the  motion  were  in.Tde 
general,  so  as  to  admit  of  the  presentation  of  other  resolutions 
and  memorials,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  generally  voted 
for. 

Mr.  Mams  consented  so  to  modify  hi?  motion. 

The  question  being  twice  put,  and  no  quorum  voting,  he 
withdrew  his  assent  to  modify,  and  renewed  the  motion  in  its 
original  form. 

The  question  being  once  more  put,  it  was  negatived— ayes 
70,  noes56,  (not  two-thirds.) 

Mr.  Mcher  offered,  by  leave,  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  library  and  the 
official  private  manuscript  papers  of  gen.  Washington,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  department  of  state. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  read  by  sections.  In  the 
course  of  the  proceedings— 

Mt.  Everett  moved  an  additional  clause  to  the  bill,  including 
,835  for  surgeon  Beaumont,  in  performing  a series  of  experi- 
ments-on  the  stomach  of  a wounded  soldier,  in  illustration  of 
the  process  of  digestion.  The  appropriation  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  surgeon  general.  Allowances  were  made  to  of- 
ficers of  the  line  for  extra  services,  but  this  could  not  be  done  to 
surgeons  unless  by  express  provision. 

Some  objection  being  made  by  Mr.  Polfc  and  Mr.  Jones,  ofGeo, 
Fir.  Everett  said,  that  this  soldier  had  been  placed  under  the 
care  of  surgeon  Beaumont;  and  he  had  expended  upwards  of 
$5,000  out  of  his  own  pocket,  in  the  process  of  measures  by 
which  his  life  had  been  saved  and  prolonged.  He  might,  no 
doubt,  have  left  the  man  to  die,  but  because  he  acted,  first  from 
humanity,  and  then  from  the  love  of  science,  and  had  thereby 
succeeded,  not  only  in  saving  his  patient,  but  in  presenting  the 
most  curious  and  valuable  results  in  aid  of  the  great  objects  of 
the  surgical  department  ofthe  army,  was  he  to  be  refused  snch 
a pittance  a?  this,  when  it  was  recommended  by  the  head  of  the 
surgical  staff. ^ 

Mr.  McDuffie  supported  Mr.  E’s  proposition.  Mr.  Chilton  ex- 
pressed his  hearty  concurrence  in  these  views.  The  house  vot- 
ed thousands  uptm  thousands  to  reward  p.-’rsons  who  had  killed 
men;  but  in  this  case,  not  only  had  the  life  of  a man  been  pre- 
*erved,but  facts  discovered  and  plans  suggested,  which  might 


lead  to  the  saving  of  millions  of  human  lives.  Mr.  .Jones  still 
objected,  and  s6i(l,lhis  surgeon  was  paid  by  ilie  month,  and  had 
fixed  rations.  Was  not  all  he  had  done  included  in  the  duty 
lot  which  lie  was  paid.^ 

Mr.  Crockett  rose.  Gentlemen  objected  to  paying  for  experi- 
nmiiis;  but  in  these  day.s,  when  we  were  trying  experiments  on 
the  currency,  why  not  fry  experiments  on  the  sciences?  Though, 
for  his  part,  he,  thought  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  make  any  ap- 
propriations at  all,  for  this,  or  any  thing  else.  He  had  been  al- 
most ready  to  go  against  all  appropriation  bills,  till  he  knew 
where  tlie  money  was.  If  one  man  in  the  country  could  take 
all  the  money,  what  was  the  use  of  passing  any  bill  about  it?  It 
was  a mockery — it  was  childish,  to  sit  there  and  appropriate  at 
all.  If  one  man  could  take  the  money,  and  put  it  where  the 
law  had  not  placed  it,  how  did  the  house  know  where  it  was? 
How  could  they  tell  but  it  might  be  in  his  royal  majesty’s  pock- 
et, or  in  the  pocket  of  that  imp  of  famine,  his  4lh  auditor.  The 
money  was  not  where  the  law  put  it,  and  who  knew  where  it 
was?  He  would  vote  for  one  experiment,  but  he  should  for  cer- 
tain vote  against  the  other. 

The  question  was  now  put,  and  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Everett  agreed  to — ayeaSO,  noes  S.*!. 

Other  amendments  being  made,  the  committee  rose,  reported 
progress  and  had  leave  to  sit  again,  Adjourned. 

Wednesday.  March  12.  Tliis  being  the  day  to  which  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on 
the  deposite  question,  and  also  of  the  report  from  the  minority 
of  that  committee,  had  been  deferred,  and  this  subject  being, 
therefore,  the  order  of  the  day — 

Mr.  Polk  rose  and  observed,  that,  although  the  two  reports 
were  printed,  and  on  the  tables  of  members,  yet  the  appendix 
to  llie  committee’s  report,  containing  certain  documents  refer- 
red to  in  it,  were  not  yet  on  their  tables:  and,  as  he  considered 
these  as  essential  to  a due  consideration  ol  the  report  itself,  he 
moved  that  the  subject  be  further  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

On  this  a very  long  delrate  took  place — many  distinguished 
gentlemen  taking  part  in  it.  The  differences  of  opinion  were 
chiefly  as  to  the  order  of  proceeding,  and  the  disposition  of  ma- 
ny bills  already  before  the  house.  Mr.  Polk’s  motion  to  post- 
pone was  adopted. 

Mr.  4^dams,  of  Mass,  once  more  asked  permission  of  the  house 
to  present  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  that  state. — 
Objections  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rule;  but  the 
house  refused  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Polk  then  made  a similar  request,  for  leave  to  introduce 
a resolution  referring  to  the  subject  whicli  had  been  postponed. 
Mr.  JIdams  objecting, 

Mr.  Polk  asked  the  suspension  of  the  rule;  which  was  carri- 
ed— ayes  119,  noes  47. 

Mr.  P.  thereupon  offered  a resolution,  in  the  form  of  an  or- 
der, that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the 
subject  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury’s  letter,  &c.  be  the  order 
of  the  day  at  ] o’clock  on  every  day,  except  Saturdays. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  that  the  rule  whicli  requires  such  a re- 
solution to  lie  on  the  table  for  one  day  be  suspended,  and  that 
it  be  considered  at  this  time. 

After  some  conversation,  this  was  carried — ayes  115,  noes 56. 
So  the  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  order. 

The  debate  was  renewed  with  much  spirit.  Finally,  Mr. 
Polk’s  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  the  house  adjourned. 
Thursday,  March  13.  After  some  other  business— 

Mr.  Burges  moved  to  recommit  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  that  committee,  with  instructions  to  report 
that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the  deposites  were 
insufficient. 

Mr.  Burges  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  the 
motion  he  had  made,  and  continued  to  speak  till  the  expiration 
of  the  morning  hour;  when  the  residue  of  his  remarks  was  cut 
off  by  the  house  passing  to  the  order  of  the  day,  (which  was 
the  commutation  pension  bill).  Before  the  order,  however,  was 
proclaimed  from  the  chair. 

M r.  Polk  moved  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  with  a view  to  take  up  the  appropriation  bills. 
Which  being  agreed  to,  the  house,  in  committee,  took  up  the 
military  appropriation  bill,  and  finally  passed  through  the  bill, 
anti  reported  it  as  amended  to  the  house.  Some  of  the  items 
caused  considerable  debate,  though  their  subjects  were  not  im- 
portant. Adjourned. 

— — 

UNITED  STATES  BANIC. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

House  of  representatives,  March  4,  1834. 

Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made  the 
following  report: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means  have  had  unrler  considera- 
tion the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  3d  of 
December  last,  communicating  to  congress  his  rca.«ons  for 
orderinc  the  public  deposites  to  be  removed  from  the  bank 
of  the  United  States;  the  memorial  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  complaming  that 
the  “chartered  rights  of  the  stockholders”  have  been  violated, 
and  asking  redress;  the  memorial  of  that  portion  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  appointed  by  the  United  States,  making  cer- 
tain charges  of  misconduct  against  the  hank;  and,  also,  sundry 
other  memorials  and  resolutions  from  other  banks,  and  citi- 
zens in  relation  thereto,  which  have  been  referred  to  them  by 
the  house,  and  have  agreed  to  the  following 
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uepokt: 

The  secrplary  of  ilic  treasury,  in  his  IcUer  of  tlie  Cd  of  De- 
ceiiiher  la>i,  mioniis  congress,  ilial  “m  |)ur^u.lIl^e  of  ilie  power 
reserved  lo  him  by  the  act  lo  inctupoiaie  tlie  suhscriliers  to  Hie 
bank  ol  ilie  U.  Slates,”  he  tiad  “directed  tlinl  the  depo.'iies  ol 
tlie  money  ol  the  U.  States  shall  not  be  made  in  the  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  but  in  certain  state  banks  wliich  had  been  de- 
signated for  that  purpose,”  and  he  proceeds  to  la}  before  t;ongiess 
till'  reasons  which  induced  him  to  give  such  order  and  direction. 

The  bank,  in  its  iiiemoiial,  draws  in  question  the  power  of 
the  secretary  to  issue  such  order,  and  also  the  ruflicieiicy  of  liis 
reasons  for  the  act. 

From  the  language  employed,  if  is  apparent  that  the  bank 
claims  the  custody  and  use  ol  the  public  depo.siit:s  as  a “chatter- 
ed right,”  and  in  case  of  a removal  for  reasons  which  the  iire^i- 
deiit  and  directors  may  not  deem  sufhcient,  asserts  the  preroga- 
tive of  making  the  bank  a party  in  the  transaction.  They  as- 
Kunie  that  the  “chartered  rights  of  the  stockholders”  have  been 
“violated,”  and  demand  “redress,”  a.«  an  act  of  “justice.” 

Jt  is  the  o|iinion  ot  the  committee,  that  the , question  as  to  the 
power  ol  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  sulHcieiicy  or 
insutficicncy  of  the  reasons  for  which  he  may  have  ceased  to 
make  the  bank  of  the  United  States  the  depository  of  the  public 
moneys,  is  one  exclusively  between  that  olficer  and  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  to  whom  he  is  responsible.  To  pronounce  a 
decision  upon  the  act,  and  the  reasons  which  superindm  ed  it, 
afipertaiiis  exclusively  to  the  government,  and  is  a question  in 
which  the  bank  has  no  right  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  decision. 

The  bank  denies  the  authority  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
lo  issue  his  order  for  removing  the  public  defiositcs  from  its  cus- 
tody, and  claims  possession  of  these  deposites  as  a chartered 
right,  because,  ns  it  alleges,  “the  bank  has  in  all  things  perfoi ui- 
ed  the  stipulations  of  the  charter.” 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  his  letter,  affirms  that  the 
bank  charier  conferred  upon  him  no  new  pow  er  or  control  over 
Uie  public  deposites,  but  was  a reservation  of  a power  previously 
possessed  by  him,  and  one  vvhicli  had  been  exercised  by  the 
head  of  tlie  trea.sury  department  from  the  oriaiii  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  none  of  the  “chartered  rights”  of  the  hank  have 
been  violated  by  the  act  complained  of. 

The  ground  should  be  well  examined  before  it  is  conceded 
that  a power  which  essentially  belongs  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, and  has  always  been  exercised  under  the  respousituliiy  of 
the  secretary,  has  been  transferred  to  acorporation,  w liich  elaims 
to  be  irresponsible  to  the  government  ami  jieople  of  the  United 
States,  except  for  palpable  violations  of  its  charter. 

To  arrive  at  a clear  understanding  of  the  power  of  the  secre- 
tary lo  designate  and  direct  the  pl.ace  of  rieposite  of  the  public 
moneys,  it  is  necessary  to  trace  it  from  its  origin;  to  show  by 
whom  and  how  it  was  exercised,  prior  to  the  estabiishment  of] 
the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  how  far  it  lias  been  regulated,  i 
modified  or  transferred,  by  the  charter  of  that  institution.  The 
continental  congress  of  the  revolution,  as  far  as  it  possessed  any 
attributes  of  govemment,  united  in  itself  the  powers  of  every 
department.  In  managing  the  concerns  entrusted  to  its  guar- 
dianship, it  acted  as  iimch  in  an  executive  as  a legislative  capa- 
city. Tlie  first  germ  of  the  treasury  department  of  the  United 
States  is  found  in  a resolution  of  that  body,  as  caily  as  the  26ifi 
of  July,  1775,  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

“Kesolierf,  That  iSlichael  Hilligas  and  George  ClyuM’r  be  joint 
treasurers  of  the  United  Colonies;  tliat  the  treasurers  le-ide  in 
Philadelphia;  and  that  they  shall  give  liond  with  security  for  the 
faithlul  performance  of  their  office,  in  the  sum  of  om-  hundred 
thousand  doflar.s,”  5tc. 

In  their  hands  were  placed  all  the  funds  of  congress,  to  be 
drawn  out  on  the  warrants  of  the  president  of  congress.  'I’twy 
were  directly  responsible  to  congress,  settled  their  acroniits 
with  that  body,  and  held  their  offioe#  at  its  will. 

In  various  other  resolutions  and  onliiianees  subsequently 
passsed,  we  Iraee  the  process  by  which  the  conlinentai  con- 
gress gradually  vested  a portion  of  its  executive  powers  in  sub- 
ordinate agents  appointed  by  its  vote,  and  removable  .at  it« 
will.  It  began  with  appointing  treasurers  over  whom  it  exercis 
ed  a direct  superintendence.  It  next  vested  the  superintending 
power  over  that  and  other  offices  of  the  Ire.asiiry,  in  a standing 
committee  of  its  own  body.  Next,  it  was  vested  in  commis- 
sioners, a part  of  whom  were  members  of  coiitfress,  sml  a part 
not  members.  Finally,  by  creating  “civil  executive  depart- 
ments,” of  the  treasury,  war  and  marine,  it  separated  the  su 
perinlending  power  over  the  treasurer  and  other  siihoidinatc 
officers  of  the  treasury,  wholly  from  its  own  body,  reserving 
the  right  of  removal;  and  in  case  of  necessity,  eonirolliiig  the 
whole  system.  The  principle  on  bieh  the  department  n’as 
organized,  was  in  no  degree  changed  by  afterwards  instilutiug  a 
“board  of  treasury,”  for  the  “superintendent  offinauec.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  fir.«t  insfaiicc,  the  power  to 
direct  the  treasurers,  in  relation  to  tlie  place  where  Ihoy  should 
keep  tlie  public  money,  as  well  as  every  oilier  portion  of  their 
duties,  wn.s  vested  in  congress.  This  power  was  afterwards 
vested,  successively,  in  the  committee  on  the  treasury,  the  com- 
missioners of  the  tre.asury,  the  superintendent  of  finance,  and 
the  tioarfi  of  treasury.  The  power  was  expressly  conferred  on 
the  “superintendent  of  finance,”  and  “hoard  of  trensmy,”  to 
superintend  am!  control  the  settlemcHt  of  all  public  accounts, 
and  to  direct  and  control  all  persons  em ployed  in  proenrins;  sup 
plies  for  the  public  service,  and  in  Ike  expenditure  of  public  mo- 
ney’’'—and  the  ordinance  expresaly  provides,  that  .a  treasurer, 


Sic.  shall  be  appointed  “in  aid  of  the  superintendent  o/finan.e.f 
I lie  siiperiiiteiideiit,  ttierefnre,  had  a right  to  direct  him  in  all 
things,  ill  Mibordm.itimi  to  the  rcsolutmus  and  ordiunnees  of 
congress,  which  was  the  head  of  the  executive  department. 

At  the  lime  the  present  constitution  was  adopted,  the  treamrr 
depaiiim-iit  was  managed  by  t!ie“board  of  treasury ,”  consisting 
of  three  commissioners,  aided  by  a comptroller,  a treasurer,  a 
register,  aiidiiors  and  .a  competent  uumberot  clerks.  The  hoard 
liad  power  to  direct  the  treasurer  in  all  his  acts,  and  were  them- 
selves responsible  to  congress,  tlie.  head  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment ill  the  existing  government. 

'J’he  new  constitution  took  the  entire  e.xeciitive  power  away 
from  congress,  ami  vested  it  in  an  itidepcndetit  co  ordtiiate  de- 
partment of  the  govertitiient.  It  dei  lares  that  “the  executive 
powers  shall  he  vested  in  a president  of  the  U.  Slates  of  Ame- 
rica;” “lliai  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  consent'of 
the  senate,  shall  appoint  ambassador.s,  or  other  public  tiiini-tcrs 
and  consuls,  judges  ot  tlie  supreme  court,  and  all  other  nfftcers 
of  the  United  .States,  whose  appointment  arc  not  herein  ottier- 
wise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  he  established  by  law.  But 
the  congress  may  by  law,  vest  the  nppoinimei'.t  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper,  in  the  jire-sident  alone,  in  the  courts 
of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments.’’' 

Thus,  by  the  voice  ol  the  people  of  the  statc.s,  assernhled  In 
the  several  sovereignties,  was  the  entire  executive  power,  in- 
cluding the  power  of  appoiiitmont,  and  consequently  of  re- 
moval, taken  away  from  congress  and  ve.sied  in  tlie  pre.«i- 
dent.  The  ultimate  supervision  ,'uid  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  “civil  executive  departments”  wa«  taken  from  coiigiess  and 
vested  in  the  president  of  the  Unit!  d States;  and  to  enable  him 
to  exercise  it  with  the  more  effect,  he  was,  by  the  constitution 
itself,  clothed  with  aniliority  to  “require  tlie  opinion  in  writing 
of  the  principal  officers  in  each  of  the  executive  department.s, 
upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  of- 
fiers?”  To  the  president,  therefore,  was  transferred,  by  the 
new  constitution,  that  power  of  appointment  and  removal,  and 
ultimate  supervision  over  all  the  executive  departmcMs  of  the 
government  which  had  brfor.t  belonged  to  congress. 

The  change  in  the  form  of  government  eft'cclcfl  by  the  new 
constitution,  made  it  necessary  to  reorganize  “the  civil  execu- 
live  dpp.irtments,-’  which  existed  under  the  confederation.  At 
the  first  session  of  the  new  congress,  therefore,  an  act  was  pass- 
ed entitled  “an  actio  esinblish  the  treasnry  department.”  The 
first  section  of  that  provides  “that  there  shall  be  a department 
of  treasury,  in  which  shall  be  the  following  officers,  namely:  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  be  deemed  head  of  the  department; 
a comptroller,  an  .niidit<ir,a  treasurer,  a register  and  an  assj.siant 
lo  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  whicli  assistant  shall  he  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  secretary.” 

The  duties  assigned  lo  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  are,  in  a 
great  measure,  identical  with  those  assigned  by  the  old  congress 
lo  rlie  supeiin'enrient  of  finance. 

The  nfhees  of  eoinplrollcr,  treasurer  and  register  of  the  trea 
sury  (iepartmetit,  under  the  eonfederatirin,  were  retained  under 
the  new  system,  with  similar  rlulies  attached  to  them.  The 
very  language  of  the  old  oidinances  in  relation  to  the  leading 
duties  of  the  ticasurer,  is  copied  into  the  act  of  congress  of  1788, 
estniilishiiig  the  treasury  department,  viz.  It  shall  he  the  duty  of 
the  treasurer  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  o(  tlie  United  States, 
and  disburse  the  same  upon  v:arrants,  &c. 

That  act  was  constnieil  at  the  lime  of  its  passage,  and  haa 
hern  ever  since,  as  conferring  on  the  secrct:iry  of  the  treasury 
all  the  powers  wliieli,  under  tin*  old  confederation,  had  been 
exercised  by  the  “boar.l  of  treasury;”  and  we  accordingly  find 
that  Alexatid(.>r  Hamilton,  the  first  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  all  of  iiis  successors  in  that  office,  down  to  the  time  of  es- 
taldishing  the  present  hank  of  the  United  States,  constantly  ex 
ercised  tiie  power  of  directing  where  the  public  moneys  in  tliu 
trea'tiry  were  to  be  deposited.  It  w'iis  sometimes  placed  in  the 
bands  of  individuals,  sometimes  in  state  banks,  and  a part  of  it 
in  tlie  former  bank  ol  the  United  Stales.  It  was  never  suppos- 
ed, during  the  period  above  mentioned,  to  he  tlie  province  of 
ilic  treasurer  to  make  the  selection,  nor  did  he  ever  attempt  to 
e.xeicise  the  power.  It  was,  by  uniform  usage  and  the  acqui- 
esoence  of  congress  and  all  the  branches  of  government,  from 
1789  down  to  1 81-6,  admitted  to  he  placed  by  law  under  the  ex- 
clusive pe.w'cr  of  file  secretary,  subject  to  the  supervision  ef  the 
president  as  the  head  of  the  executive  depariment..  Under  the 
con.struction  given  to  tlie  same  act,  and  by  uniform  usage,  the 
principle  was  equally  well  established,  liiat  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  belonged  the  exclusive  power  of  ordering  transfers 
of  public  money  from  one  place  of  deposite  lo  another,  and  the 
warrants  or  draughts  issued  for  that  purpose,  did  not  take  the 
fiind.s  from  the  debit  of  the  treasurer,  and  were  never  consider- 
ed as  drawing  tiieui  nut  of  tlie  treasury.  The  public  revenue 
can  never  lie  entirely  collected  or  disbursed  at  the  same  places. 
It  must  necessarily  be  transferred  from  the  points  of  cniloctioii 
to  places  where  it  nia;’  be  needed,  and  deposited  in  secure 
places  for  safe  keeping  prior  lo  disbursemetit.  If,  in  ilac' ope- 
raiion,  it  remains  charged  to  the  treasurer  on  th»*  bonks  of  the 
Treasury,  nlthoiigli  separated  into  a tboimand  p.".rci'l.«',  and  iu 
cverv  part  of  the  union,  it  is  still  in  the  tre.'isnry,  ready  to  be 
di-biirsed  upon  warrants  drawn  according  lo  tin*  laws.  The 
eommiltep  annex  to  this  report,  by  W’ay  of  appendix,  various 
ofTicial  documents,  estsbli-shing  conclusively  the  position  they 
liave  here  stated. 

At  the  period,  (lierefore,  tbit  the  charter  of  the  present  bank 
was  granted,  the  power  of  the  gecretaiy  of  the  treasury  over 
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this  subject  was  one  well  known  and  understood.  It  had  been 
clearly  settled  by  long  usage  and  invariable  practice  under  the 
act  of  1789j  and  witli  which  the  congress  of  1816,  when  they 
chartered  this  bank,  were  perfectly  acquainted,  and  to  which 
they  must  have  intended  to  refer,  when  they  speak  in  general 
terms  of  1)13  power  over  the  public  deposites,  without  defining 
or  prescribing  its  limits. 

The  16th  section  of  the  charter  declares  that  the  deposites  of 
the  moneys  of  “the  United  States  in  places  in  which  the  said 
bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made 
in  the  said  bank  or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  ol  the 
treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct;  in  which 
case,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
congress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ne.\t  session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  and 
direction.” 

This  section  grants  no  new  power  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury.  On  the  contrary,  as  far  as  it  operates  at  all,  it  is  a 
reservation  of  the  power  which  before  existed,  to  select  the  de- 
positories for  the  public  funds.  The  secretary,  therefore,  does 
not  derive  his  power  over  the  subject  from  this  act. 

Being  a reservation,  and  not  a grant  of  power,  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  retains  all  the  powers  over  the  public  moneys 
he  before  possessed,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be  modified  or 
taken  away  by  the  bank  charter.  The  power  of  transfer,  not 
being  alluded  to  in  the  section,  is  not  restricted  by  it,  and  of 
course  is  possessed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  same 
extent  as  before. 

Accordingly,  transfers  have  constantly  been  made,  since  the 
bank  charier  was  granted,  as  before,  not  only  from  one  office  of 
that  bank  to  another,  but  from  that  bank  and  its  offices  to  state 
banks.  Hereto  annexed  is  a list  of  numerous  transfers  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  state  banks,  taken  from  a re- 
port of  Mr.  Secretary  Crawford  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
dated  February  7lh,  1823. 

The  error  upon  this  point  consists  in  considering  the  provi- 
sion in  the  bank  charter  a grant  of  power,  in.siead  of  the  reser- 
vation of  a power  previously  existing.  Not  finding  the  power 
of  transfer  granted,  it  has  been  denied  that  it  exists,  when,  in 
fact,  the  silence  of  the  section  leaves  it  as  it  wms  before. 

The  effect  of  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  cliarter  is,  to  take 
from  congress  entirely  the  power  to  control  tlie  public  depo- 
sites, which  that  body  before  possessed.  It  provides  that  the 
deposites  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  shall  be  made  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  without  reserving  to  the  legisla- 
tive authority  any  power  to  order  their  removal,  with  reason  or 
without  reason. 

Whether  the  congress  of  1816  acted  wisely  in  thus  divesting 
themselves  of  all  control  over  the  places  of  public  deposite  of 
the  public  moneys,  for  the  long  period  of  twenty  years,  is  a 
question  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  determine.  It  is  certain 
that  they  did  so;  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  charter, 
therefore,  they  must  have  continued  to  be  made  iu  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
otherwise  ordered  and  directed.  It  was  stipulated  with  the 
stockholders  that  they  should  have  the  public  deposites,  unless 
the  secretary  otherwise  ordered,  and  tliat  the  legislative  aiitho- 
iity  would  not  interfere  to  take  them  away  during  the  continu- 
ance of  their  charter. 

This  section  of  the  bank  charter,  althouglhit  surrenders  the 
power  of  congress  over  the  public  deposites  for  twenty  years, 
and  indicates  a legislative  preference  for  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  as  a depository,  does  not  diminish  the  positive  power  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  over  the  subject.  He  liad  the 
same  legal  power  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  order  and  di- 
rect the  public  deposites  to  be  made  in  other  banks,  as  he  liad 
before.  An  addi/ional  dufy  was  imposed  upon  him.  But  how 
can  this  requirement  impair  his  power.’  Had  the  clause  requir- 
ing the  reasons  to  be  reported  been  omitted,  could  it  have  been 
doubted  that  the  power  of  the  secretary  to  cause  the  deposites 
to  be  made  in  other  banks  would  have  been  absolute  and  iin 
qualified.’  And  how  can  the  necessity  for  giving  his  reasons  af- 
ter the  act  is  done,  impair  his  povvf>r  to  do  it.’  Before  the  bank 
charter  was  grant^,  the  secretary  of  the  tre.asury  was  liable  to 
be  called  on  by  congress  for  his  reasons  for  discharging  one 
bank  from  the  service  of  the  treasury,  and  employing  another, 
and  it  was  his  duty  to  give  them.  The  change  effected  in  his 
position  is,  that  he  is  now  bound  by  law  to  give  his  reasons 
without  a special  call.  But  the  giving  his  reasons  no after 
the  act  is  done,  can  no  more  affect  his  power  to  do  it,  than  giv- 
ing his  reasons  then  under  a special  call  of  congress;  and  his 
duty  to  act  only  for  good  reasons,  and  his  liability  to  be  punish- 
ed for  measures  originating  in  corrupt  or  wicked  motives,  were 
just  as  strong  then  as  now. 

That  it  was  intended  that  this  power  should  be  exercised,  as 
it  always  has  been,  by  the  executive  authority,  without  con- 
sulting congre.«s,  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  the  secretary  is  not 
required  to  give  his  reasons  to  congress,  even  though  they  m.Hv 
be  in  session,  until  after  the  actis  done.  If  it  had  been  intend 
cd  that  he  should  be  directed  and  advised  by  congress  before  he 
acted,  provision  would  have  been  made  that  when  coii',rre<s are 
in  session,  the  reasons  should  be  laid  before  them  for  their  con- 
Bideration  and  approval  before  the  act  was  done. 

In  illustration  of  the  view  here  taken  of  the  proper  inferpre- 
tation  of  this  provision  of  the  bank  charter,  and  llie  power  re- 
served by  it  to  the  secretary  over  the  public  deposites.  the  com- 
Biitiee  refer  to  another  provision  of  that  charter.  By  the  Hih 


section,  it  was  stipulated  by  cmigr<*s>,  in  helialf  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  the  stockholders  of  the  bank,  “ihat  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation  originally  marie  payalde,  or  which 
shall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  shall  tui  receivable  in 
all  payments  to  the  United  r3tati;s,  unless  otherwise  directed  lyn 
act  of  congress.’’  It  was  important  for  the  bank,  in  ortier  to  ob"^- 
tain  general  credit  and  circulation  for  its  notes,  ilial  they  should 
be  received  in  payment  of  public  dues.  The  charter  provides 
that  they  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  congress  reserves  to 
itself  the  right  to  provide  by  law  that  its  notes  shall  not  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  revenue.  This  was  a power 
reserved  to  congress,  to  whicli  the  bank  agreed;  as  was  the 
power  reserved  to  the  secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  to 
which  the  bank  in  like  manner  agreed.  Now  it  will  not  be 
maintained  by  any  one,  that  congress  may  not  at  pleasure,  with- 
out any  violation  of  the  charter,  or  any  infringement  of  the  con- 
tract with  the  bank,  by  law  refuse  to  receive  the  notes  of  ilie 
bank  in  the  payment  of  the  public  diie.s. 

If  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  without  an  act  of  congress, 
should  attempt  to  prohibit  the  rcccijit  of  the  notes  of  the  bank 
in  payments  to  the  United  Slates,  he  would  usurp  a power 
which  belongs  to  the  legi.slaiive  authority;  and  in  like  manner, 
if  congress,  without  the  previous  order  and  direction  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  were  to  attempt  to  cause  the  public  do- 
posties  to  be  removed  from  the  bank,  they  would  usurp  a pow- 
er which  doe.s  not  belong  to  them. 

The  bank  would  have  the  same  cause  to  complain,  if  the  ex- 
ecutive refused  to  receive  its  notes  in  payment  of  public  duee 
without  the  authority  of  an  act  of  congress,  as  it  would  have 
if  congress  were  to  remove  the  de]»osites,  without  the  previoua 
order  and  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  n& 
more. 

The  power  reserved  to  congress  to  discontinue  the  receipt  of 
the  notes  of  tlie  bank  in  “payment  to  the  United  States,”  is  ab- 
solute and  unqualified.  In  like  manner,  the  power  of  the  se- 
cretary of  tliC  treasury,  for  reasons  which  he  is  required  to  re- 
port to  congress,  to  enrploy  other  defrositories  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, is  equally  absolute  and  nriqualified.  Neitlier  congress  nor 
the  secretary  are  required  to  give  any  reasons  to  the  bank. 
And  if  congress  were,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  themselves,  to 
pass  a law,  declaiing  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  shall  no  longer 
bo  taken  in  payments  to  the  United  Slates,  tlie  president  and 
directors  of  the  b.ink  would  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint 
that  their  “chartered  rights”  had  been  violated.  Is  the  case 
now  presented  at  all  different  in  principle?  Have  they  any  just 
ground  to  complain  that  their  “charK^red  rights”  have  been 
violated,  by  the  act  of  the  secretary,  in  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.’ The  bank  charter  is  a contract  between  the  goeern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  and  the  stoc  kholders.  To  see  that 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  .acts  from  pure  motives,  and  judge 
wiiethor  further  legislation  be  not  rieec-ssary  on  the  subject, 
congress  require  of  him  to  report  his  reasons  to  them.  3’liis  is 
an  arrangement  between  the  legislative  and  executive  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  who  are  jointly  one  party  to  the  con- 
tract, with  whose  arrangement,  the  bank,  as  the  other  party, 
has  no  concern.  The  stockholders  entered  into  the  contract, 
in  wliich  the  government  reserved  the  right  .to  reject  their 
notes,  and  discontinue  their  bank  as  a depository,  the  one 
through  congress  and  the  other  through  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  without  assigning  to  them  any  reasons  whatever. 
Whenever  cither  of  these  powers  is  exercised  by  the  agent  to 
whom  it  has  been  reserved,  no  stipulation  of  the  contract  has 
been  violated,  and  the  bank  has  no  right  to  complain. 

Not  only  was  no  stipulation  made  with  the  bank  that  its 
notes  should  be  received  iu  payments  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  should  be  employed  as  a depository  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, longer  than  it  should  be  the  plea.sure  of  the  government; 
hut  any  contract  of  that  sort  on  the  part  of  the  government 
would  have  been  indiscreet  and  improper.  To  have  absolutely 
bartered  away  to  a corporation,  the  high  powers  of  both  the  le- 
gislative and  executive  departments,  and  left  the  government 
of  the  people  absolutely  dependent  on  a corporation  of  its  own 
creation  for  the  currency  in  which  public  dues  should  be  paid, 
and  the  places  in  which  the  public  moneys  should  be  kept, 
would  have  been  an  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  those 
who  created  the  bank  charter,  which  the  boldest  advocates  of  a 
controlling  power  over  the  popular  will,  never  dared  to  main- 
tain. Many  unforeseen  considerations,  might  render  it  expe- 
dient, if  not  indispensable  to  the  preservation  and  protection  of 
the  public  interests,  within  a less  period  than  twenty  years,  to 
sever  the  connection  between  the  government  and  the  bank, 
and  no  congress  has  yet  been  found  so  improvident  as  to  trans- 
fer from  the  government  the  power  to  determine  what  curren- 
cy it  will  or  will  not  receive  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  and 
to  select  at  will  the  depositories  of  the  public  funds;  much  less, 
have  they  imposed  on  the  public  authorities,  and  on  congress 
therrvselves,  the  degrading  duty  of  giving  reasons  to  a corpora- 
tion, f»r  measures  they  may  deem  essential  to  the  interests  of 
the  people,  the  purity  of  the  government,  and  the  preservation 
of  our  in  valuable  institutions. 

The  removal  of  tlie  deposites  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  folates,  .so  far  from  being  an  usur- 
pation of  a power  belonging  to  congress,  actually  restored  to 
that  body  a power,  of  whieh  they  had  by  the  terms  of  the  char- 
ter divested  tlieinsel ve.s.  So  far  as  regards  congress,  the  con- 
tract is  absolute,  that  the  deposites  shall  be  made  in  the  bank  of 
tlie  United  State.s,  and  no  shadow  of  aulliorily  is  reserved  to 
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them  otherwise  to  “order  and  direct.”  Congress  divested  itself 
of  all  power  or  control  over  the  deposited  unless  the  secretary 
should  first  issue  his  order  for  the  removal.  The  e.xclusive 
power  to  issue  such  order  was  reservi;d  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  but  for  his  action,  the  deposites  must  have  re- 
mained beyond  the  reach  of  congress  until  the  termination  ot 
the  bank  charter.  The  monienl  they  are  out  of  the  bank,  by 
the  order  and  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  pro- 
vided in  the  charter,  all  the  original  power  which  congress  pos- 
sessed over  them,  reverts  to  that  body.  They  may  by  law  di 
rect  their  future  disposition.  If  they  think  proper  to  relieve  the 
executive  from  all  responsibility  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  funds,  they  may,  by  an  act  of  legislation,  designate  the 
depositories  in  which  they  shall  be  kept.  'J’he  power  with 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  congress  should  never 
have  parted,  has  been  restored  to  that  body  by  the  act  of  the 
secretary,  and  it  is  not  perceived  upon  what  ground  he  can  be 
charged  with  an  usurpation  of  their  powers,  by  an  act  which 
has  essentially  enlarged  them. 

In  the  section  of  the  bank  charter  reserving  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  the  power  over  the  deposites,  it  is  not  stated 
what  reasons  may  be  sufiicient  to  justify  him  in  directing  the 
money  of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited  in  other  banks. 
That  they  ought  to  be  good  and  honest  reasons,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  Before  the  bank  of  the  United  States  existed,  he  was 
equally  bound  to  have  such  reasons  for  discharging  one  bank 
and  employing  another,  as  well  as  for  all  his  other  official  acts, 
if  they  be  not  honest,  he  may  be  impeached  by  congress,  or  dis- 
missed from  office  by  the  president.  If  they  be  not  good,  he 
may  be  overruled  by  a subsequent  act  of  legislation,  providing 
for  their  restoration,  or  designating  some  other  place  of  depo- 
site  than  that  which  he  may  have  selected.  But  if  they  be  both 
honest  and  good,  the  transaction  should  be  at  an  end,  when  they 
are  reported  to  congress. 

It  has  recently  been  maintained  in  argument,  that  no  reason 
but  a want  of  safety  can  Justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  that  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  was  the  sole  object  which  congress  had  in  view;  that 
having  confidence  in  the  bank,  the  act  of  charter  directed  the 
deposites  to  be  made  in  it,  but  lest,  at  any  time  they  should  be- 
come insecure,  they  reserved  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
the  power  of  removing  them,  w’ith  a view  solely  to  render  them 
more  secure;  and  that,  for  the  same  reason,  he  was  required  to 
a.ssign  his  reasons  to  congress,  whenever  he  did  order  the  re- 
moval, that  congress  might  review  his  aet. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  words  of  the  bank  charter  recog- 
nizing the  power  of  the  secretary  to  remove  the  deposites,  do 
not  define  the  reasons  or  circumstances  which  will  authorise 
him  to  act;  and  the  necessary  inference  is,  that  he  may  act,  for 
any  reasons,  which  to  him  may  seem  sufficient. 

if  want  of  safety  was  the  only  reason  which  could  justify  a 
removal  of  the  deposites,  why  was  the  secretary  required  to  re- 
port his  reasons  at  all.^  If  there  could  be  but  one  sufficient  rea- 
son, congress  would  have  known  it  as  well  without  being  re- 
ported as  with  it;  and  if  there  could  be  but  one  reason,  why 
was  it  not  so  declared  in  the  charter.^ 

There  are  good  grounds  to  believe  that  want  of  security  was 
not  the  only,  nor  the  chief  reason  in  the  minds  of  congress, 
when  they  required  of  the  secretary  to  assign  the  reasons  of  the 
act  to  them.  .Suppose  it  to  be  discovered  by  the  secretary,  that 
the  bank  is  in  a tottering  condition,  and  on  the  verge  of  stop- 
ping payment,  what  advantage  would  the  government  gain  by  a 
sudden  withdrawal  of  its  funds?  Under  the  circumstances 
supposed,  the  first  effect  of  such  a measure  would  probably  be, 
to  compel  the  bank  instantly  to  stop  payment,  and  as  a conse- 
quence, its  notes  would  become  fatally  depreciated.  But  the 
bank  charter  requires  that  its  notes  shall  be  received  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  Stales,  unless  congress  shall  by  law  other- 
wise direct.  All  the  revenues  would  tl’.en  be  paid  in  their 
notes,  however  much  they  might  be  depreciated,  for  the  secre- 
tary would  have  no  authority  to  refuse  them  until  congress  re- 
pealed the  provision  which  required  them  to  be  received  in  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States.  To  remove  the  public  funds,  there- 
fore, for  want  of  safety,  would  be  to  depreciate  the  currency  in 
which  the  accruing  revenue  must  be  received.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing a deposits  of  good  money  in  a douhtful  bank,  we.  might  have 
one  of  lad  money  in  %ood  banks.  The  bank  of  the  United  States 
would  be  more  likely  to  pay  the  warrants  of  the  treasurer  if  the 
deposites  were  left  in  its  possession,  than  it  would  to  pay  its 
own  notes,  received  in  payment  of  revenue,  if  they  were  taken 
away. 

Instead  of  removing  the  deposites  in  such  a case,  the  public 
interest  would  require  every  practicable  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
treasury  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  hank,  at  least  until  congress 
could  repeal  the  provision  which  makes  its  notes  a tender  in  all 
payments  to  the  government.  He  wmuld  be  a faithless  secreta- 
ry who  should  depreciate  the  currency  he  is  bound  by  law  to 
receive  in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  under  pretence  of  put 
(ing  the  public  funds  already  collected  iti  a safe  place,  resort  to 
a measure  which  would  inevitably  make  the  currency  which  he 
was  bound  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  accruing  revenue,  in  a 
great  degree,  worthless. 

But  the  cotemporaneous  and  continued  construction  of  the 
clause  in  the  charter  relative  to  the  secretary’s  reasons,  even  if 
the  meaning  of  the  words  thi’inselves  was  at  all  doubtful,  is 
conclusive  to  show,  not  only  that  the  secretary  jio^sesses  full 
p ow’cr  to  order  the  removal,  but  that  it  is  his  duty  to  do  so  for 
Ot  Jier  reasons  than  the  insecurity  of  the  public  funds. 


On  reference  to  the  correspondence  and  documents  connect- 
ed with  the  treasury  department,  we  find  that  Mr.  Crawford, 
who  was  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  time  the  bank  went 
into  operation,  in  sundry  letters,  distinctly  asserted  his  power 
under  the  charier  to  cause  the  de()Osiies  of  public  money  to  be 
made  in  state  banks  for  various  reasons,  and  that  he  did  actu- 
ally exercise  that  power  during  the  first  year  ot  the  bank’s  c.i- 
isience,  reporting  his  reasons  to  congress  at  the  next  session: 
and  that  he  did  again  exercise  it  in  the  year  1818 — on  both  of 
which  occasions  it  was  not  contested  by  the  bank,  and  not  call- 
ed in  question  by  congress.  VVe  find  that  in  1819  the  power  was 
expressly  asserted  by  a eommitlee  of  congress,  and  by  eminent 
members,  in  debate,  without  controversy;  and  that  at  a subse- 
quent period  (18-24)  when  Mr.  Crawford’s  arrangcmenls  with 
Slate  banks  were  called  in  question  and  investigated,  it  wa.s  de- 
clared by  .*i  committee  of  the  house  ot  re|»reseiiiaiives,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  them  in  violation  of  law,  or  contrary  to  the 
usage.s  of  the  department. 

The  successors  of  Mr.  Crawford  in  the  treasury  department, 
Mr.  Rush  and  Mr.  Incham,  have  asserted  the  power;  and  it  was 
admitted  to  exist  for  other  purposes  than  the  security  of  the 
public  deposites  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  of  this 
house,  as  late  as  I’r'SO. 

The  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  asserted  the  power  may  be 
exercised,  have  been,  to  equalise  the  benefits  resulting  from  the 
deposites  among  the  bank  community;  to  aid  the  state  banks  in 
maintaining  their  credit;  to  induce  them  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments; to  prevent  a pressure  on  their  debtors;  the  refusal  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  receive  as  cash  the  notes  of  banks 
which  it  was  deemed  the  interest  of  government  to  receive  from 
its  debtois;  the  public  convenience;  the  misconduct  of  the  bank; 
its  interference  in  politics,  and  the  use  of  its  pecuniary  power  to 
produce  injustice  and  oppression.  These  several  grounds  of 
action,  suggested  sometimes  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
sometimes  by  committees  of  congress  or  its  members,  as  well  in 
public  documents  as  private  correspondence,  were  never  decla- 
clared  to  be  illegal  or  invalid  even  by  the  bank  itself;  nor  does 
it  appear  ever  to  have  been  maintained  or  suggested,  that  the 
want  of  security  was  the  only  good  reason  for  the  action  of  the 
secretary,  iiniil  since  the  removal  by  order  and  direction  of  the 
present  incumbent.  The  committee  consider  the  point  too  clear, 
under  the  words  of  the  law  and  the  practice  of  the  government, 
to  be  now  seriously  called  in  question.  Extracts  of'  letters  and 
reports  are  given  in  the  appendix  to  this  report,  which  fully  es- 
tablish the  positions  here  asserted. 

It  has  also  been  objected  to  the  act  of  the  secretary,  that  con- 
ceding to  him  the  power  to  remove  the  deposites,  and  to  direct 
them  to  be  placed  in  stale  banks,  that  yet  he  had  exceeded  his 
authority  in  entering  into  contracts  with  the  new  depositories, 
prescribing  the  terms  of  deposite  and  the  duties  and  services 
which  they  should  be  required  to  perform  for  the  government, 
in  consideration  of  the  use  of  the  public  moneys. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  ob- 
jection. Money  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  placed  in 
their  keeping  without  a contract  with  them.  If  there  was  no 
written  agreement,  the  law  would  imply  one.  It  would  imply 
a contract  on  the  part  of  the  deposite  bank  to  pay;  and  if  they 
refused  to  pay,  the  United  States  might  sue  and  recover  the 
money. 

If  the  seerrfary,  by  depositing  the  money  in  a state  bank,  may 
make  an  implied  contract,  by  which  the  bank  would  be  bound 
to  pay,  surely  he  may  make  an  express  one.  The  objection, 
therefore,  that  he  may  not  enter  into  a contract,  although  he  has 
a right  to  deposite  the  money,  is  wholly  untenable.  If  the  stale 
banks  are  selected  lawfully  as  agents,  and  their  duties  not  de- 
fined by  law,  they  must  necessarily  be  defined  by  contract,  and 
the  United  Slates  have  the  .same  right  to  take  care  of  their  inter- 
ests in  thi.s  respect  as  an  individual. 

In  making  these  contract.^,  the  present  secretary  has  but  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  his  predecessors,  and  has  manifested  an 
anxious  care  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States;  and 
so  far  from  being  justly  subject  to  censure,  deserves  rather  to  be 
commended  for  his  vigilance,  in  guarding  the  public  treasure 
as  far  as  possible  from  danger  of  loss.  But  suppose  all  that  has 
been  urg»'d  by  those  who  rely  upon  this  objection  to  be  true; 
suppose  the  contracts  to  be  in  fact  void;  still  the  public  money 
is  not  le.ss  secure  in  the  stale  banks  than  it  would  have  been  if 
no  contracts  had  been  maile.  In  any  view,  therefore,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  objection  is  utterly  futile,  and  de- 
serving of  no  con.sideration.  It  has  been  the  constant  practice 
of  the  treasury  to  make  such  contracts  with  the  banks  selected 
as  the  public  depositories,  examples  of  which  may  be  found  in 
official  letters  of  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Crawford,  hereto  an- 
nexed. 

The  committee  are  of  opiifion,  therefore,  that  the  secretary 
possessed  tlie  power  to  issue  his  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  and  they  are  further  of  opinion  that  none  of  the  char- 
tered rights  of  the  stockholders  of  the  bank  have  been  violated 
by  it. 

The  hank  in  their  memorial  allege,  “ that  in  consideration  of 
a full  equivalent,  rendered  by  them  in  moni-y  and  services,  they 
were  entitled  to  the  custody  of  the  public  deposites.”  To  this 
proposition  the  committee  do  not  assent.  It  appears  by  the  20th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  charier,  that  the  bonus  of  e million  and 
a half  of  dollars  was  (>aid  by  the  bank  in  “consideration  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  this  act  upon  the 
said  bank.”  'I’his  was  the  only  money  paid  by  the  bank  to  the 
United  Stales,  and  it  was  paid,  not  for  the  use  of  the  public  de- 
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positeS)  but  for  the  exclusive  privilege  and  heiiefil  of  banking 
conferred  by  the  cliarter,  and  especially  by  the  provi^i()n  con 
tallied  in  the  2lst  section,  viz: 

“ That  no  other  bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law 
of  the  United  States-  during  the  conlinnance  of  the  eorpuraiinn 
hereby  created,  for  which  the  I'aith  of  the  United  Stales  is  licre- 
by  pledged.” 

The  only  services  which  the  bank  stipulates  to  perform  for 
the  "overninent,  are,  “to  perform  ilie  several  and  respective  do 
lies  ot  the  commissioners  of  loans  for  the  several  stales,  or  of 
any  one  or  more  of  them,  whenever  required  by  law;”  and  to 
“give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  Slates,  or  the  lerriiories 
thereof,  and  for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  pijldic 
creditors,  without  charging  eoniniUsions,  or  claiming  allowance, 
on  account  of  difference  of  exchange.” 

It  no  where  appears  in  the  charier  of  the  bank  that  these  .ser- 
vices were  to  he  performed  by  the  bank  in  consideration  of  the 
use  of  the  public  deposites;  but  if  it  did  so  appear,  it  is  evident 
that,  so  soon  as  the  public  deposites  are  withdrawn,  the  bank, 
not  having  possession  of  the  public  funds,  can  no  longer  be  re- 
auired  to  perform  those  duties.  The  committee  think  it  much 
more  likely  that  the  consideration  for  these  services  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  enacted  the  bank  charter,  was,  that  the 
United  States  agreed  on  their  part  to  receive  the  notes  or  bills 
oflhe  bank  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue,  thereby  enabling 
the  bank  to  give  general  credit  and  circulation  to  llieir  paper. 
Mr.  Dallas,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  at  the  lime  the  bank 
charter  was  granted,  in  a letter  addressed  to  the  “ committee  on 
the  national  currency  ,”  dated  the  24ih  of  December,  1815,  con- 
firms this  opinion.  In  that  letter  Mr.  Dallas  sttates,  “ It  is  pro- 
posed that  in  addition  to  the  usual  privileges  of  a corporation,  the 
notes  of  the  national  bank  shall  be  received  in  all  payments  to 
the  United  States,  unless  congress  shall  herealter  otherwise  pro- 
vide by  law;  and  that  in  addition  to  the  duties  usually  required 
from  a corporation  of  this  description,  the  national  hank  shall 
be  employed  to  receive,  transfer,  and  distribute  the  public  reve- 
nue, under  the  direction  of  the  proper  department.”  Congress 
adopted  this  suggestion  of  the  secretary,  and  hence  we  find,  that 
by  the  14th  section  of  the  bank  charter,  congress  agree  to  receive 
the  notes  and  bills  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  public  dues,  and 
byUie  15lh  section  immediately  following,  the  bank  stipulates 
to  transfer  and  distribute  the  public  funds  from  place  to  place, 
without  charge,  to  the  United  States.  In  the  same  letter,  Mr. 
Dallas  negatives  the  idea  that  tlie  deposites  constituted  any 
part  of  the  consideration  either  for  the  bonus  or  the  services  sti- 
pulated to  be  performed  by  the  hank.  He  slates  that,  “ it  is  pro- 
posed that  a bonus  be  paid  to  the  government  by  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  national  bank,  in  consideration  of  the  eir.oliiinents 
to  be  derived  from  an  exclusive  charter  during  a period  of  twen- 
ty years.”  This  suggestion  of  Mr.  Secretary  Dallas,  was  also 
adopted  by  e,ongress  by  a provision  to  that  effect  contained  in 
the  20th  section  of  the  bank  charter  before  recited.  In  the  same 
letter,  Mr.  Dallas  holds  the  following  language  in  relation  to  tlie 
“deposites  and  the  distribution  of  the  public  revenue,”  viz- 
“Independent  of  the  bonus  here  proposed  to  he  exacted,  there 
are  undoubtedly  many  public  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  tlie 
establishment  of  the  national  bank;  but  these  are  generally  of  an 
incidental  kind,  and  (as  in  the  case  of  the  deposites  and  the  dis 
tribution  of  the  revenue)  may  be  regarded  in  the  liglit  of  equiva 
lent*,  not  for  the  monopoly  of  tlie  charter,  but  for  the  reciprocal 
advantages  of  a fiscal  connexion  with  the  public  treasury.”  It 
thus  clearly  appears  that  the  ground  assumed  by  the  bank,  tliat 
it  had  rendered  “a  full  equivalent”  in  “money  and  services”  for 
the  u-se  of  the  public  deposites,  is  erroneous,  and  is  not  sustained 
either  by  the  bank  charter  itself,  or  the  opinion  of  the  head  of 
the  treasury  department — who  furnished  the  plan,  and  largely 
contributed  to  found  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  this  ground,  therefore,  the  eommiltee  think  the  bank  can- 
not justly  complain,  that  any  of  the  “chartered  rights  of  the 
stockholders”  have  been  violated  by  the  late  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  its  custody. 

The  committee  proceed  to  consider  the  sufficiency  of  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  secretary  for  the  exercise  of  his  power  in 
the  case  submitted  to  them  by  the  house  for  their  examination. 
These  reasons  may  be  classed  under  two  genera!  he.ads: 

1st.  Those  which  have  relation  to  the  public  interest. 

2d.  Those  which  have  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  hank. 

The  first  reason  given  by  the  secretary  is  the  fact  that  the 
charter  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March  1836,  and  the  probability  that  it  will  not  be  renewe.d. 
He  has  not  undertaken  to  decide  that  the  bank  will  not  be  re- 
chartered; but  he  has  said  he  has  no  riglit  to  presume  that  it  will 
be.  He  has  said  that  he  must  act  under  the  law  as  it  exists,  .and 
not  as  it  may  by  possibility  be  changed  or  altered  by  the  action 
of  congress  here.after.  He  has  said  that  the  bank  charter  will 
expire  by  its  own  limitation  in  the  year  1836.  and  that  he  would 
not  be  justified  in  acting  upon  the,  supposition  that  the  charter 
will  be  extended  beyond  that  period;  he  has  said  fm  tlier,  that  in 
his  judgment,  the  presumption  was  very  strong,  that  the  charter 
would  not  be  renewed.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  he 
was  warranted  in  coming  to  this  eonclnsion.  What  are  the  facts 
upon  whichian  opinion  on  this  point  is  to  be  formed.^  The  cor- 
poration itself  had  made  the  renewal  of  its  charter  the  leading 
question  in  the  last  contest  for  the  presidency.  It  had  procured 
from  congress  the  passage  of  a bill  to  renew  the  charter,  and 
elicited  a vqto  from  the  president.  It*  advocates  every  where 
were  uncowmooly  active.  It  is  even  charged  with  having 


stepjied  into  tiie  arena  iiself,  .and  resorted  to  unusual  means  to 
give  iiil'ormaiion  to  the  p'  Ople  “relative  to  its  nature  amt  opera  - 
lions.”  Alilionuh,  in  addiiion  to  iis  own  strenglli,  it  was  sns- 
lained  in  the  conflict  hy  a eombiiiation  nl  powerini  pulilieal  ele- 
ments. II  was  signally  ilelealed,  and  the  presidt  iit  Irinmpliaiuly 
re  cleelMl.  ’I'his  n-siilt  could  not  be.  otln,rwise.  considered 
ibaii  as  a verdict  ot  the  people  in  lavor  of  the  veto,  and  against 
llie  bank. 

It  any  doubt  bad  existc’d  in  relation  to  the  decision  of  tlie 
people  on  lliat  ixiiiit,  we  may  confideiilly  appeal  to  the  (dections 
of  memhers  to  the  present  congress  Ibr  its  sointioii.  Ot  the  many 
expressions  of  public  opinion,  llirongh  the  more,  numerous  re- 
liresciitalives  nt  the  peopli;  in  the  slate  legislatures,  presented 
to  congress  and  relcrred  to  this  cotiiinillee,  dm ing  the  present 
session,  in  relation  to  the  bank,  not  one  has  reeoimiieiided  its 
rerdiarler,  while  most  bavi;  (le< dared  it  niicoii-titniional. 

Th:it  the  bank  v>  (luUI  ever  he  reebarteKsI,  there  was,  there- 
fore, when  Ihi;  seeteiary  eave  bis  order  to  lemove  the  deposites, 
blit  little  reason  to  believe;  and  there  is  less  now. 

Nor  was  llrere  any  reason  to  believe  that  a snhstiliite  for  the 
present  bank  could  he  provided  by  congiess.  Of  all  the  schemes 
suggested,  none  seemed  to  have  met  with  any  considerable  por- 
tion of  favor  from  tlie  people.  There  were,  therefore,  ahniidant 
reasons  to  believe  that  the  governmem  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  the  employment  of  stale  hanks,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  tlie  present  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  created. 

The  transfer  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  hank  of  the  U. 
Slates  and  branches,  to  the  state  lianks,  at  .<ome  period,  was 
therefore  inevitable.  The  only  question  was  as  to  the  time. 
Ought  they  to  have  been  made  in  the  hank  of  the  United  Slates 
to  the  last  day  of  its  existence,  or  to  have  been  changed  at  an 
earlier  day?  and  if  so,  how  much  earlier? 

The  public  deposites  conlinned  substantially  a part  of  the 
capital  of  the  bank,  and  enabled  it  to  mainlian  an  extension  of 
business  which  would  have  been  impracticable  without  them. 

If  the  deposites  had  remained  in  the  bank  until  tlie  close  of  the 
charter,  that  institution  must  either  have  commenced  its  curtail- 
ments at  a preceditig  period,  and  locked  up  from  the  use  of  the 
community  a large  amount  of  fiinds,  or  the  conlrtiction  ofiis  bu- 
siness at  the  teririinatinn  of  its  charier,  to  meet  the  demands 
from  the  public  deposites,  pay  overits  private  deposites,  redeem 
its  retirrning  circnialion,  and  re  imburse  its  stockholders,  must 
have  created  a most  appalling  pressure  upon  the  country.  It 
w.as  certainly  wise  policy  to  divide  this  operation,  and  save  the 
community  from  being  overwhelmed  by  .ill  these  demanrl.s  at 
once.  A withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites  was  calculated  to 
produce  that  result.  A part  of  the  private  deposites  would  na- 
turally follow  the  public;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
when  the  effectivt!  capital  of  the  bank  was  curtailed,  and  it 
ceased  to  be  llie  disbursing  bank  for  the  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, its  eircniatinn  wouhj  he  diminished.  Theseconseqnences 
flowing  gradually  from  .a  gradual  removal  of  the  deposites, 
would  make  it  necessary  for  the  hank,  by  gentle  degrees,  to  call 
in  its  loans,  and  restrict  its  business,  so  that,  at  tho  termination 
of  its  charter,  its  demands  on  the  community  would  be  less, 
and  the  pressure  lighter.  These  views,  which  appear  to  have 
heen  entertained  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  seem  to  have 
been  verified  by  restiUs. 

The  hank  has  proceeded  to  call  in  its  loans,  and  has  already 
wound  up  its  concerns  to  the  amount  of  ahonl  fifteen  per  cent, 
of  all  it  iiad  under  discount.  The  manner  in  whicli  this  opera- 
tion has  been  conducted,  will  he  adverted  to  in  anotlier  part  of 
this  report,  as  will  also  the  effect  produced  by  it.  It  is  sufficient 
to  remark  here,  that  if  embarrassment  has  been  produced  hy  it, 
(which  could  not  h.ave  been  its  necessary  effect),  it  rather 
proves  the  prndenee  and  wisdom  of  the  measure, .than  its  im- 
providence or  hastiness.  And  if  the  mere  removal  of  the  de- 
posites so  long  before  the  termination  of  the  charter,  has  cann- 
ed the  public  distress  which  is  now  .alleged  to  exist,  how  over- 
whelming must  it  have  been  if  that  operation  had  been  delayed 
until  the  expiration  of  the  eh.irter,  when  other  inevitable  de- 
mands to  a large  amount  would  have  been  snperadded!  It  is 
only  by  dividing  the  evils  which  this  bank,  in  its  last  moments, 
has  power  and  seems  disposed  to  inflict  upon  the  country,  that 
they  can  be  made  tolerable.  And  it  is  wise  in  the  government 
so  to  condnei  its  policy,  that  they  shall  not  be  brought  upon  it 
at  once.  A new  system  of  collection  and  disbursement  cannot 
be  introduced  and  put  into  operation  throughout  thi«  extensive 
country  at  once.  Local  .ind  temporary  causes  will  he  likely  to 
interfere  xvith  its  introduction,  which  it  will  require  time,  pa- 
tience and  l.ibor  to  snrmnnnf.  In  some  places,  it  may  be  dif- 
ficult at  first  to  find  safe  and  willing  agents  to  transact  ihe  busi- 
ness of  the  treasury.  By  introdnein'i  the  new  system  before  the 
old  system  is  out  of  existenee,  the  former  agents  may  coniintie 
to  he  employed  in  sneli  places  until  the  diffieitilies  he  overcnnie. 
But  if  the  removal  were  delayed  until  the  moment  the  old  sys- 
tem ceased  to  e.xist,  sncli  might  he  the  influence  or  power  of  its 
.advocates,  and  their  resolute  determination  to  force  its  con- 
tinuance, that  they  might  make  it  impossiltle  for  the  govern- 
ment, upon  the  emergency,  to  employ  siiitahin  agents.  To 
ohvi.ite  those  diffienltifs,  which  might  create  great  einharass- 
rnent.  to  iinrodnce  and  put  into  harmonious  operation  all  the 
machinery  of  a new  system  throughout  a country  so  extensive, 
cannot  surely  require  less  lime  than  has  been  taken  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury. 

There  appear*  also  to  be  much  force  in  the  consideration* 
urged  by  the  secretary,  connected  with  the  currency  of  the 
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country,  and  the  domestic  exchangee.  The  notes  of  ttie  bank 
of  the  ITniled  States  must  necessarily  in  a short  lime  be  with- 
drawn from  circulation.  The  priiicipal  currency  of  the  country 
for  many  years  to  come,  will  he  hank  notes,  there  is  no  reason 
to  donht,  and  it  is  certainly  good  policy  to  tosier  ihe  slate  hanks 
which  furnish  them,  in  mea>nn  s tending  to  give  them  as  ge- 
neral cn;dil  as  has  been  heretofore  attached  to  the  notes  of  the 
Uniled  Stales  bank  and  branches. 

Tliat  the  natural  and  ascertained  course  of  trade,  cirenlation 
and  exchange,  connected  with  the  interests  of  hanking  institu- 
tions, will  ultimately  produce  this  result  in  relation  to  the  notes 
of  the  principal  state  banks,  Uiere  is  every  reason  to  aiiticipale; 
but  their  employment  in  the  hnsines.s  of  the  government,  by 
awakening  them  to  their  capacities  and  interests,  is  calculated 
to  hasten  the  consummation  of  >o  desirable  an  event. 

It  was  a mailer  of  no  small  moment,  to  encourage  and  hasten 
the  banks  in  maturing  their  system  ol  circulation  and  e.xchange, 
so  that  at  the  lerminalion  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the 
Uniled  Swtes,  the  trade  of  the  country  might  not  encounter  at 
the  same  time  the  loss  of  a general  currency  and  the  entire 
breaking  up  of  the  domestic  exchatige.s,  a partial  intemiption  of 
which,  by  that  bank  is  now  producing  such  serious  incon- 
venience. By  the  latest  returns  of  the  banks  employed  by  the 
government,  it  appears  that  they  are  already  rapidly  taking  the 
place  of  the  bank  of  the  Uniled  States  in  the  excliange  opera- 
tions. Upon  all  the  points  hiiherto  considered,  there  i.s  room 
for  a difference  of  opinion,  as  to  Ihe  time  when  the  public  de- 
pnsites  should  have  been  shifted  to  the  state  banks. 

It  is  evident  that  it  would  have  required  one,  two  or  three 
years,  to  realize  the  result  which  the  public  good  required 
•honld  he  brought  about  before  the  termination  of  the  bank’s 
charter;  but  whether  the  greatest  or  least  of  those  periods,  men 
may  differ  according  to  their  views  of  their  several  operations. 
But  there  was  another  consideration  connected  with  the  public 
good,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  made  U tlie  im- 
perative duty  of  the  secretary  to  act  without  delay.  Without 
waiting  for  the  final  decision  of  the  secretary,  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  early  in  August  last,  although  then  in  possession 
of  specie  to  an  amount  exceeding  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
receiving  a rapid  accession  to  the  public  deposites,  commenc- 
ed a system  of  severe  ciirtailniPiit,  and  before  the  end  of  that 
month  took  large  sums  in  specie  from  the  state  banks.  Be- 
fore the  1st  of  October  there  was  a pressure  upon  the.  money 
market,  and  serious  apprehensions  for  the  future.  The  board 
hoarded  up  the  deposites  it  had  received,  and  at  the  same  time 
made  a rapid  curtailment  of  its  loans.  The  secretary  has  ac- 
curately set  forth  the  accession  of  public  deposites,  and  the 
curtailment  of  loans  during  the  months  of  Atigust  and  Sepiem 
bcr.  The  former  amounting  to  $4,066,146  21,  and  the  latter  to 
$2,268,504  11,  showing  the  whole  amount  abstracted  from  the 
use  of  the  mercantile  community,  chiefly  in  the  commercial 
cities,  during  these  tw’o  months  to  have  been  no  less  than 
$6,334,650  32.  In  consequence  of  the  change  in  the  tariff, 
which  threw  into  the  latter  part  of  the  last  year  Ihe  payment  of 
two  sets  of  duties,  the  old  credit  and  the  new  cash  duties,  the 
public  deposites  were  accumulating  in  the  Atlantic  cities  with 
unprecedented  rapidity,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  business 
of  the  cities  could  not  long  bear  the  double  drain  of  bank  calls, 
and  public  revenue,  without  some  return. 

As  the  bank  had  commenced  tliis  course  in  anticipation  of  a 
removal  of  the  deposites,  it  could  not  be  expected  to  change  it 
until  all  idea  of  that  measure  should  be  abandoned.  Had  it  been 
postponed  until  the  first  of  January,  ii  is  not  to  he  imagined  that 
the  hank  would  have  relaxed  its  rigid  policy  upon  any  other 
consideration  than  a disposition  in  the  executive  to  abandon 
the  measure,  or  in  the  legislature  to  overrule  him.  It  cannot  he 
doubted  that  the  government  would  have  been  forced  from  its 
position,  or  that  a scene  of  ruin  and  distress  would  have  been 
produced  by  the  unfeeling  cupidity  of  the  bank,  and  its  determi- 
nation to  force  a recharier. 

If,  under  the  circumstances,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
delayed  the  execution  of  his  order  for  the  change  of  the  de- 
posites to  the  first  of  December  or  January,  lie  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  have  been  culpably  regardless  of  the 
great  public  interests  intrusted  to  his  superintendence.  But, 
independent  of  these  considerations,  it  was  the  undoubted  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  order  and  direct  the  tranfer 
of  the  deposites  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  required  by  the 
public  interests. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  in  expressing  the  opinion  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to  change  the  place  of  deposite, 
whenever  the  public  interest  or  convenience  require  it,  the 
committee  have  no  reference  to  interests  which  are  not  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  financial  concerns  of  the  country, 
or  the  conduct  of  the  hank  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government. 
Beyond  these  limits,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  does  not  and 
has  not  claimed  the  right  to  interfere.  The  reasons  upon  which 
he  appears  to  have  acted  are  fiscal  merely,  and  are  confined  en- 
tirelv  to  the  condition  in  which  the  government  and  people 
would  be  placed  by  the  state  Of  the  ctirrency  on  the  termination 
of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  to  the  misconduct  of  the  hank 
in  its  character  of  fiscal  agent  of  the  government. 

He  does  not  claim  for  himself,  nor  do  the  committee  claim 
for  him,  the  right  to  regulate  the  currency,  nor  to  influence  by 
his  power  over  the  deposites  any  political  movements  affecting 
either  our  internal  concerns  or  foreign  relations.  But  it  is  un- 
questionably his  duty  to  look  forward  to  the  condition  in  which 
Hie  currency  will  in  a short  time  be  placed,  by  the  existing 


laws,  when  the  charter  of  the  bank  expires;  and  it  is  clearly 
his  duty  to  examine  also  into  the  conduct  of  the  agent  which 
has  been  placed  by  law  under  his  supervision;  and  to  inquire 
wheiher  its  iiionvy  or  corporate  powers  are  used  in  good  faith, 
for  the  purposes  lor  which  they  were  given.  As  the  presiding 
orticer  of  the  treasury  deparinirnt,  these  subjects  were  legally 
under  his  su|iervi>ion,  and  came  directly  w itliin  the  range  of 
his  oflictal  duties.  In  acling  upon  these  reasons,  it  is  nut  the 
theory  of  our  system,  nor  has  it  been  llie  practice,  to  consult 
the  h gisl.nive  power  in  relaiioii  to  acts  which  are  entrusted  to 
the  direction  of  the  executive;  and  to  ask  the  saiiciioii  of  con- 
gress beforehand,  to  acts  which  a sense  of  duty  requires  him  to 
perforin,  would  be  to  shrink  from  his  roiistitutioiial  responsibi- 
lity, and  throw  it  iiiion  another  deparinient  of  the  government. 
With  the  temnval  of  the  deposites,  and  the  reasons  for  it,  con- 
gress, according  to  the  charter  of  the  bank,  have  clearly  no  con- 
cern, even  ii  they  be  in  session  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  a removal  becomes  necessary  or  proper, 
until  the  act  be  done  and  the  reasons  be  reported  to  them. 

The  committee  come  next  to  examine  such  of  the  secretary’s 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  as  relate  to  the  conduct 
of  the  bank. 

The  Uniled  States  are  the  owners  of  seven  millions  of  the 
capital  stock  of  the  bank,  and  by  tlie  charier  are  entitled  to  be 
represented  at  the  board  by  five  directors.  Tlie  charter  provides 
that  “not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a board  for 
the  transaction  of  business.” 

Alilioiigh  the  charter  of  the  hank  declares,  in  express  terms, 
that  it  shall  require  the  attendance  of  seven  members  of  the 
board  of  directors  to  constitute  a quorum  lor  doing  business,  the 
government  directors  state,  and  the  fact  also  appears  from  the 
evidence  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation in  1632,  and  that  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  at 
the  la.«t  session,  that,  for  some  time  past,  all  tlie  most  import- 
ant business  of  the  board  has  been  done  by  committees  of  less 
than  seven,  selected  by  the  president,  of  which  lie  is  ex-officio  a 
member;  that  these  committees  seldom  report,  and  many  of 
their  most  important  transactions  are  secret,  and  remain  for  a 
long  time  unknown  to  the  hoard. 

This  delegation  of  power  to  committees  of  the  bank,  the  com- 
mittee consider  to  be  a direct  and  palpable  violation  ol  the  char- 
ter of  tha  bank.  From  all  these  coainiittees,  the  government 
directors,  who  are  appointed  to  represent  the  stock,  and  watch 
over  the  interest  of  the  Uniled  Stales  in  the  bank,  slate,  in  tlieir 
memorial,  they  are  entirely  excluded.  They  stale  that,  at  the 
coimtiencemenl  of  the  last  year,  not  one  of  their  number  was 
placed  on  any  of  these  committees,  and  although,  at  a subse- 
quent flay,  two  of  them  were  assigned  to  stations  on  commit- 
tees, they  were  again,  in  a short  lime,  excluded  from  them  alto- 
gether. Thus  were  they  cut  off  from  all  participation  in  the 
most  important  business  of  the  hank,  and  know  nothing  of 
wlial  is  done  except  by  accident  or  results.  They  state  that 
all  important  ncgoiiations  are  carried  on  by  the  coinmitlee  of 
exchange,  who  grant  discounts  to  printers,  politicians  and  others 
almost  without  limit,  often  upon  securities  wholly  inadmissible, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  board,  on  extraordinary  terms,  and 
for  iinnsnal  limes.  They  slate  that,  in  one  instance,  when  they 
discovered  lliat  certain  debtors  had  been  permitted  largely  to 
overdraw,  and  that  their  paper  remained  unprotesled  when  due, 
and  unpaid,  they  procured  the  appointment  of  a committee  to 
investigate  the  account,  but  before  that  committee  could  act, 
the  committee  on  exchange,  in  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
bank,  discounted  to  Ihe  same  men,  certain  notes  and  draughts 
(some  of  whicli  on  security  of  the  most  unusual  kind)  sufficient 
to  pay  the  over  draughts,  and  lake  up  the  unprotesled  paper;  al- 
though they  were  then  many  times  protested  on  other  paper; 
and  the  board,  to  consummate  the  transaction,  rescinded  the 
order  under  which  the  select  committee  was  appointed,  three 
days  alter  it  was  adopted. 

To  conform  the  practice  of  the  bank  to  the  charter,  the  go- 
vernment directors  stale,  that  they  proposed  to  restore  the  bu- 
siness of  discounts  to  the  board  of  directors;  but  this  was  over- 
ruled. To  enable  them  to  particip.ate,  in  some  degree,  in  the 
business  of  the  hank,  they  proposed  that  the  members  of  the 
whole  board  should  be  selected,  in  rotation,  to  form  the  com- 
mittees, in  confoimity  with  former  practice,  and  an  unrescind- 
ed rule;  hnf  this  also  was  refused. 

Finally,  instead  of  reforming  the  practice  of  the  bank,  so  as 
to  make  it  conform  to  the  charter  and  the  rules,  the  majority  of 
the  board  of  directors  changed  the  rules,  and  made  them  con- 
form to  the  practice.  Tims,  rules  made  by  tUrmselves,  are 
taken  as  authority  for  disregarding  the  restrictions  ofihc  charter 
and  of  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  stockholders;  and  from 
the  statement  of  those  directors,  it  appears  that  almost  all  the 
business  of  the  bank  is  done  by  commiiiees  of  three  or  five,  to 
which  the  president  is  attached  ex-officio.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors remain  ignorant  of  the  movement  of  the  corporation,  which 
has  been  put  under  their  management,  and  by  an  entire  exclu- 
sion of  the  government  directors  from  the  committees,  they  are 
rendered  if^eless  for  all  the  purposes,  which  induced  their  being 
placed  in  the  direction.  Under  such  management,  could  tlie  in- 
terest of  the  government  be  considered  secure  in  their  hands? 
The  committee  think  not— and  that  this,  with  other  ahnses  con- 
nected with  its  management,  which  will  he  noticed  in  the  sub- 
sequent part  of  this  report,  was  a sufficient  reason  to  justify  the 
secretary  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

The  rondnet  of  jlie  bank  in  the  year  18.T2,  in  secretly  inter- 
fering, through  the  agency  of  its  president  and  one  of  its  aecret 
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committees,  with  the  policy  of  government,  whereby  they 
sought,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  government, 
to  postpone  the  payment  of  a large  portion  of  the  public  debt, 
denominated  the  if  per  cent,  stock,  for  a long  period  beyond  the 
time  fixed  by  the  government  for  its  reimbursement,  was,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  not  only  without  warrant  of  law,  but 
highly  reprehensible.  The  conduct  of  the  hank  in  this  transac- 
tion, was  fully  examined  by  a committee  of  the  house  at  the  last 
session  ol  congress,  and  resulted  in  a report  from  the  majority, 
and  a counter- report  from  the  minority  of  that  committee.  To 
these  reports,  hereto  appended,  the  committee  refer  for  all  the 
facts  connected  with  this  illegal  and  unwarrantable  act  on  the 
part  of  the  bank.  In  neither  of.  these  reports  is  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  approved.  In  the  report  of  the  majority  it  is  admitted 
that  “it  is  due  however,  to  the  government,  to  express  the  opi- 
nion, that  the  arrangement  made  by  the  agent  in  England  for 
the  purchase  of  the  ‘6  per  cent,  stock,  and  the  detention  of  ' the  cer- 
tificates (which  measures  were  subsequently  disclaimed  by  the 
baiik),  the  institution  exceeded  its  legitimate  authority,  and  had 
no  warrant  in  the  correspondence  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry.” The  minority  of  that  committee  in  their  report,  present 
all  the  facts  in  detail,  derived  from  official  correspondence  and 
documents,  and  from  the  personal  examination  on  oath  of  a 
part  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  Referring  to  rtiese  official  re- 
ports of  a former  committee,  of  the  house,  the  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  them  as  developing  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  this  transaction. 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  regard 
to  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  should  have  constituted  no  part  of 
the  reasons  which  should  have  influenced  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  because  a majority  of 
the  house  of  representatives  had,  at  the  last  session,  expressed 
an  opinion,  by  the  adoption  of  a resolution,  that  the  deposites 
may  be  “safely  continued  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States.” 
To  determine  what  consideration  ought  to  be  given  to  such  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  house,  it  is  necessary  to  look 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  given.  By  the  journals 
it  appears  that  the  committee  reported  to  the  house  on  the  first 
March,  and  on  the  next  day  (second  March)  the  minority  made 
a further  supplemental  repoit.  The  resolution  in  question  was 
adopted  on  the  second  of  March,  being  the  last  day  but  one  of 
the  session.  The  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the 
committee  were  very  long,  and  were  accompanied  by  a mass  of 
testimony,  upon  which  they  were  based,  and  which  it  had  oc- 
cupied the  committee  many  weeks  to  collect.  The  reports  had 
not  been  printed,  and  could  not  have  been  examined  or  read  by 
any  member  of  the  house  except  the  committee  themselves. 

The  house,  by  this  vote,  did  not  approve  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  in  regard  to  the  three  per  cents.  They  expressed  no  opi- 
nion that  other  causes  than  the  insecurity  of  the  public  depo- 
sites in  the  bank,  would  or  would  not  be  sufficient  to  justify  the 
secretary  in  removing  them.  These  points  were  not  presented 
for  their  consideration  or  decision.  The  vote,  in  fact,  amount- 
ed to  nothing  more  than  a simple  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
a majority  of  the  house,  that  as  the  deposites  had  been  hereto- 
fore kept  in  the  bank,  for  aught  that  appeared,  (the  reports  of 
the  committee  not  having  been  printed  or  examined  by  the 
house),  they  might  be  safely  continued  there.  This  expression 
of  opinion,  given  under  the  circumstances  stated,  ought  not,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  have  restrained  the  secretary 
from  the  performance  of  his  duty,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  bank 
had  become  faithless  to  its  trust,  or  the  public  interest  made  it 
necessary  for  him  to  act. 

The  next  reason  assigned  by  the  secretary  for  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  is  the  unjust  and  unconscientious  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  bank  for  dam.ages  to  the  amount  of  ^158,842  77,  upon 
the  protested  bill  drawn  by  the  United  States  on  the  French  go- 
vernment. A bare  statement  of  the  facts  connected  with  this 
transaction  will  show  the  true  character  of  this  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  bank.  The  bank  is  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  during  the  whole  period  of  its  existence,  has  held  on 
deposite  very  large  amounts  of  the  public  money,  which  it  has 
used  (without  the  payment  of  interest  to  the  government,  in 
Joans  to  the  community)  and  has  been  thus  enabled  largely  to 
iticrease  its  profits.  From  ah  official  statement  appended  to 
this  report,  it  appears  that  the  average  amount  of  deposite  of 
the  public  money  in  tlve  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offi- 
ces, for  each  month,  from  the  year  1818  to  the  year  1833,  both 
inclusive,  (being  a period  of  16  years)  was  ,$6,717,2.53  67;  the 
annual  interest  accruing  to  the  bank  upon  this  amount  of  pnb 
lie  deposites,  at  6 per  cent,  per  annum,  would  be  $403,635  22, 
and  for  a period  of  16  years,  would  be  $6,448,563  52.  During 
the  month  of  February,  1833,  the  government  were  desirous  to 
have  remitted  from  Paris  to  the  United  St.ates,  the  amount  of 
the  first  instalment  due  to  the  United  States  from  France  under 
the  French  treaty  of  the  4th  July,  1831.  For  the  purpose  of 
effecting  the  remittance  in  the  most  convenient  and  least  ex- 
pensive form,  the  government  of  the  United  States  drew  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1833,  a bill  on  the  French  government  for 
$903,565  89,  and  sold  the  bill  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Tlie  bill  Wits  paid  for  by  the  bank,  not  by  cash  advanced  and 
paid  out  of  the  bank,  but  by  simply  entering  the  amount  to  the 
credit  of  the  treasurer  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  thus  in- 
creasing by  that  amount  the  public  deposites  in  the  bank;  the 
bank  continuing  in  the  possession  and  use  of  the  money  as  be- 
fore the  purchase,  with  this  difference  only,  that  the  amount 
paid  for  the  bill  was  subject,  with  the  other  public  moneys  on 


deposite,  to  be  drawn  for  by  the  government  as  the  public  ser 
vice  might  require.  The  bill  was  sold  by  the  bank  In  London 
and  forwarded  by  the  purchaser  to  Paris  for  collection,  where 
it  was  protested,  because  the  French  chambers  had  failed  to 
make  provision  for  its  payment,  and  was  afterwards  taken  up 
for  the  honor  of  the  bank,  by  its  agent.  The  government  im- 
mediately paid  back  to  the  bank  the  principal  of  the  bill. 

But  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  declined  p.aying  the  damages 
which  the  bank  claimed.  In  the  monthly  statement  frmn  the 
bank  of  the  3d  of  June  following,  and  in  all  the  monthly  state- 
ments since  that  time,  (in  each  of  which  is  contained,  amongst 
other  things,  the  bank’s  account  with  the  treasury),  the  follow- 
ing item  is  charged  by  the  bank,  to  wit;  “Due  by  the  U.  S.  for 
protested  bill  of  exchange  on  France,  $158,842  77.” 

What  makes  this  demand  the  more  unconscientious,  is,  that 
during  the  whole  period,  from  the  7th  of  February,  the  day  the 
bill  was  drawn,  until  it  was  repaid  to  the  bank,  the  public  de- 
posites in  bank,  and  which  it  held  and  used  without  interest, 
greatly  exceeded  the  amount  of  the  bill.  The  bank  then  did 
not  in  fact  suffer  any  damages,  or  losses,  other  than  the  inter- 
est, cost  of  protest  and  re-cxchange,  which  the  government 
promptly,  and  without  hesitation,  avowed  its  willingness  to  re- 
pay, together  with  the  principal  of  the  bill.  But  the  bank  claitns 
more  than  this.  They  claim  $158,842  77  as  damages,  not  on 
the  ground  that  any  damages  were  in  fact  sustainetf,  tut  upon 
a technical  claim  of  a legal  right  to  damages.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  committee  consider  it  to  have  been  the  duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  not  only  to  decline  making  the 
payment,  but  to  discontinue  the  fiscal  agency  of  an  institution 
capable  of  asserting  so  unjust  a demand,  and  seeking  to  enrich 
itself  at  the  loss  ofits  principal.  Here  was  a bank  which,  for 
upwards  of  16  years,  had  had  the  use  of  an  average  deposite  of 
public  money  of  near  seven  millions  of  dollars,  without  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  deriving  a profit  from  the  use  of  the  public 
money  during  that  period  of  upwards  of  six  millions;  and  at  the 
very  moment  when  it  has  in  use  millions  of  the  public  money, 
is  taking  advantage  of  the  disappointment  of  the  government 
which  employs  it,  and  that  disappointment  too  growing  out  of 
an  unforeseen  contingency,  against  which  the  government 
could  not  guard;  and  seeking,  upon  what  it  is  pleased  to  regard 
as  the  strict  law  of  the  case,  without  even  color  of  justice,  to 
make  the  government,  in  whose  employ  it  is,  pay  in  damages 
the  large  amount  already  stated.  No  prudent  individual,  who 
had  any  regard  to  his  own  interests  or  rights,  would  continue 
an  agent  wlio  would  manifest  such  an  utter  disreg.ard  of  his  in- 
terests. An  individual  would  have  taken  his  business  out  of 
the  hands  of  such  an  agent.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as 
the  only  authorised  agent  of  the  government  competent  to  do 
so,  has  done  nothing  more,  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
than  discontinue  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales. 

In  the  view  which  they  have  here  presented,  the  committee 
have  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  by  the  strict  law,  the 
bank  might  demand  the  damages  in  question.  If  that  were  the 
case,  the  demand  would  be  most  unconscientious  and  unjust. 

The  committee  do  not,  however,  concede  that  the  bank  has 
even  a legal  right  to  the  damages  claimed.  In  general,  the 
drawer  of  a foreign  bill  returned  protested,  is  liable  for  the 
amount  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  for  interest,  for  cost  of  protest, 
for  re-exchange,  and  for  the  reasonable  expenses  which  have 
been  incurred  by  the  dishonor  of  the  bill,  and,  according  to  the 
general  usages  which  regulate  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  he  is 
liable  for  nothing  more.  There  is  no  general  commercial  usage 
which  gives  damages  of  15  per  cent,  or  at  any  other  rate,  on  the 
return  of  a protested  foreign  bill  of  exchange.  Damages  of  that 
description,  whenever  they  are  allowed  against  the  drawer„are 
either  given  by  statute  or  depend  upon  the  established  local 
usages  of  particular  (Haces,  and  not  upon  the  general  usages  of 
trade.  In  the  United  States,  the  amount  of  dam.ages,  recovera- 
ble upon  a foreign  bill  returned  protested,  varies  according  to 
the  local  usages  or  statutory  provisions  of  the  different  states, 
respectively.  In  MassachuseU.s  the  damages  are  10  per  cent, 
in  addition  to  interest  and  cost  of  protest;  in  Pennsylvania  the 
damages  are  20  per  cent,  on  bills  drawn  on  Europe,  and  return- 
ed protested.  In  Maryland  15  per  cent.  The  amount  of  da 
mages  in  the  respective  .states  being  regulated  by  statute,  there 
is  no  general  usage  pervading  all  the  states,  which  can  regulate 
the  amount  of  damages.  This  bill  was  drawn  and  sold  to  the 
bank  at  the  treasury  in  the  District  of  Ooluml)ia— and  in  that 
portion  of  the  district  which  was  before  the  cession  to  the  U. 
Stales  a part  of  Marylatnl.  The  tight  of  the  bank  to  recover 
the  damages  claimed,  must  depend  upon  the  laws  ofMaryland, 
still  in  force  in  this  district — congress  never  having  passed  any 
law  on  the  subject  since  the  cession  of  the  territory,  and  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it  to  the  Unit<’d  , ‘States.  'I’hc  only 
statute  of  the  state  of  Maryland  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  dis- 
trict formerly  held  by  Maryland,  is  an  act  ()assed  in  1785,  chap. 
38,  S.  1.  by  which  it  is  provided,  “That  upon  all  bills  of  ex- 
change hereafter  drawn  in  this  state,  on  nuy  person,  corpora- 
tion, company  nr  society,  in  Ht\y  foveisn  country,  and  regularly 
protested,  the  owner  or  holder  of  such  bill,  or  the  person  nr  per- 
sons, company,  society  or  corporation , entitled  to  the  sniiie,  shall 
have  a right  to  receive  and  recover  so  much  current  money  ns 
will  purchase  a good  bill  of  exchange  of  the  same  time  of  pay- 
ment, and  upon  the  same,  place,  at  the  current  exchange  of 
such  hills,  &c.;  also,  fifteen  percent,  damages  upon  the  value 
of  the  principal  .sum  mentioned  in  .such  bill,  and  cost  of  protest, 
together  with  leg.al  interest  upon  the  value  of  the  principal  sum 
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mentioned  in  such  bill,  from  the  time  of  protest,  until  the  prin- 
cipal damages  are  paid  and  satisfied.”  The  account  rendered 
by  the  bank  (see  letter  of  cashier  of  the  13th  May,  1833,  hereto 
annexed),  appears  to  have  been  made  out  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  the  question  is,  whether  this  bill  is  em- 
braced by  the  act  of  1785. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a bill  of  exchange  drawn 
by  tlie  United  States,  is  not  embraced  by  this  act. 

The  stale  is  never  construed  to  be  included  in  the  general 
provisions  of  a statute,  unless  it  is  expressly  named,  or  the  Ian 
guage  of  the  law,  or  the  nature  of  its  provisions  plainly  imply 
that  its  enactments  were  de.signed  to  bind  the  state  as  well  as 
individuals.  A bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  state  would  not 
Lave  embraced  by  the  actol  1785,  alrea<ly  referred  to,  because 
the  state  is  not  named  in  the  act,  and  the  whole  scope  and  Ian 
guage  of  the  law,  shows  that  its  object  was  to  provide  for  the 
dealings  of  individuals,  corporations,  companies,  societies,  and 
not  to  regulate  the  action  of  the  government  by  which  it  was 
cn.icted.  The  large  damages  mentioned  in  the  law,  are  evi 
dently  intended  for  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  commerce, 
and  to  prevent  persons  from  drawing  bills  on  foreign  countries 
where  the  drawer  had  reason  to  believe  they  would  not  be  ho 
nored.  The  reason  could  not  apply  to  the  state,  and  there  can 
be  no  ground  to  suppose  that  the  state,  in  passing  this  law,  in 
tended  to  inflict  upon  herself  a penalty,  if  a bill  drawn  by  her 
should  be  unexpectedly  returned  protested.  If  a bill  then 
drawn  by  the  state  of  Maryland  on  a foreign  country,  and  pro 
tested,  would  not  have  entitled  the  holder  to  the  15  per  cent 
damages  against  the  slate  under  this  law,  neither  can  tliese  d.a 
mages  be  claimed  against  the  L^nited  Stales,  who  now  stand  in 
the  place  of  Maryland,  in  that  part  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
where  this  bill  was  drawn.  But  this  bill  is  not  embraced  by 
this  law,  because  a bill  drawn  by  an  individual  on  a foreign  go 
tyernment,  would  not  be  included  by  the  terms  of  the  law.  The 
language  of  the  law  confines  its  operation  to  bills  drawn  on 
“any  person,  corporation,  company  or  society,  in  any  foreign 
country,”  and  these  words  cannot  by  any  fair  rule  of  interpreia 
tion  be  construed  to  mean  a foreign  nation,  or  to  embr.ace  a 
bill  drawn  on  a foreign  government.  Neither  the  drawer  nor 
drawee  then,  in  this  case,  seem  to  be  embraced  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  law;  but  if  they  were,  yet  this  transaction  does  not 
seem  to  be  one  of  the  description  for  which  it  intended  to  pro 
vide. 

A bill  of  exchange,  as  known  in  commerce,  is  of  itself  a sufli 
event  authority  to  the  drawee  to  pay  the  money,  and  a proper 
endorsement  on  it  transfers  the  right  to  the  endorsee,  and  the 
bill  and  its  endorsements  do  not  require  the  aid  of  any  other  in 
strument  to  give  them  force  and  authority.  The  endorsement 
of  the  bill  by  the  payee,  in  blank,  is  of  itself  sulficient  to  war- 
rant the  payment  to  the  holder.  The  bill  in  question  is  not  an 
instrument  of  this  description;  standing  by  itself  it  was  of  no 
value,  and  gave  no  right  to  the  payee  or  the  holder  to  whom  he 
might  endorse  it  to  receive  the  money.  It  was  deemed  neces- 
sary by  the  parties  to  this  transaction,  that  there  should  be 
other  and  higher  authority,  in  order  to  enable  the  bank  to  re 
ceive  the  money,  and  this  authority  accompanied  the  bill. 

This  authority  was  executed  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  on  the  same  day  that  the  bill  was  drawn  by  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  and 
countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  state,  whereby  the  bill  was 
recognized,  and  the  cashier  of  the  bank  (who  was  the  payee), 
or  his  assignee  of  the  hill,  was  authorised  to  receive  the  money 
and  to  give  an  acquittance  to  the  French  government,  and  the 
bill,  sustained  by  this  authority,  was  sold  to  the  bank  at  the 
treasury,  and  the  proceeds  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
Stales  on  their  books.  The  act  of  the  president  under  the  seal 
of  the  United  Stales,  which  accompanied  the  bill,  was  the  only 
instrument  which  conferred  on  the  bank  the  right  to  receive 
the  money,  and  the  only  instrument  which  enabled  them  to  as- 
sign their  right  to  receive  it.  The  government  and  the  bank 
both  acted  with  a full  knowledge  that  the  bill  itself  would  be 
unavailing  to  accotn|)li.'h  the  object  in  view,  and  the  proper 
authority  in  another  instrument  was  executed  for  that  purpose. 
This  was  a transaction  between  governments,  and  the  authori- 
ty given  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  the  bank  to 
receive  the  money  from  the  French  government,  cannot  be  re- 
garded in  the  commercial  sense  as  an  ordinary  bill  of  exchange. 

By  the  treaty,  the  money  was  to  be  paid  by  the  French  go- 
vernment at  Paris,  “into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons 
as  shall  be  authorised  by  the  government  of  the  United  Stales 
to  receive  it.”  In  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  the  money, it  was 
necessary  that  a person  should  present  himself  at  Paris,  with 
the  usual  testimonials  from  the  government  of  the  United 
Stales,  of  his  authority  to  receive  it.  And  the  evidence  of  his 
authority, according  to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  intercourse 
between  nations,  must  be  furnished  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  through  the  department  charged  with  our  foreign 
relations.  This  was  done  in  the  power  executed  by  the  presi- 
dent, before  referred  to.  It  was  this  power,  and  not  the  bill, 
which  authorised  the  demand  upon  the  French  government  for 
payment.  The  bill,  without  th  s power,  would  have  been  in- 
sufficient; but  the  power  without  the  bill  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient. If  the  bill  had  been  presented  alone,  the  French  go- 
vernment might  have  refused  to  pay,  without  any  violation  of 
its  engagements,  ft  was  necessary  that  the  person  demanding 
the  money  from  the  French  government  should  have  authority, 
accompanied  by  the  customary  testimonials  in  the  intercourse 
between  nations,  to  receive  it. 


This  authority  the  instrument  executed  by  the  president  gave, 
but  none  such  was  conferred  by  the  bill  alone.  In  truth,  the 
bill  of  exchange  and  the  endorsements  contributed  in  no  degree 
to  the  authority  of  the  holder  to  demand  or  receive  the  money. 
Ilis  right  to  dimiand  depended  upon  the  formal  power  executed 
by  the  president;  and  the  bunk,  or  its  assignee  of  the  bill,  be- 
came entitled  to  demand  it  by  virtue  of  this  power,  and  not  by 
virtue  of  the  bill  or  the  endorsements  on  it.  The  bill  itself,  and 
the  endorsements  on  it,  did  nothing  more  than  designate  the 
person  whom  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  in- 
strument executed  by  the  president  according  to  the  treaty,  had 
authorised  to  receive  it.  'I’lie  government  and  the  bank  show, 
from  the  instruments  executed,  that  neither  of  them  regarded 
the  bill  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  sufficient  to  authorise 
the  bank  or  its  endorsee  to  receive  the  money:  for  the  bill  stand- 
ing alone,  had  no  authentication  which  would  entitle  it  to  be  re- 
garded by  the  French  government  as  snfficienl  evidence  of  the 
authority  of  the  holder  to  receive  the  money.  The  question, 
then  is,  did  the  act  of  5Iarj  land,  of  1785  (under  which  these  da- 
mages are  claimed)  intend  to  give  fifteen  pet  centum  damages 
on  an  instrument  in  the  form  of  a bill  of  exchange,  which  the 
parties  to  it  knew  had  none  of  its  substance  and  qualities,  and 
upon  the  authority  of  which  the  payee  himself  did  not  rely.?  or 
did  the  act  mean  to  give  damages  on  those  instruments  only 
which  are  recognized  and  known]  in  the  commercial  world  as 
bills  of  exchange,  and  possessing  all  the  qualities  of  such  instru- 
ments.? The  act  obviously  alludes  to  the  instruments  known  and 
understood  in  commerce,  when  the  bill  itself,  and  the  endorse- 
ments on  it  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to  convey  the  right  to 
the  holder,  and  not  to  instruments  in  the  form  of  bills,  which 
give  no  authority,  and  are  merely  useful  in  designating  the  per- 
son on  wlioin  another  instrument  has  devolved  the  power  to  re- 
ceive the  money.  If  the  power  given  by  the  president  to  the 
cashier  of  the  bank,  or  his  assignee  of  that  instrument,  as  the 
person  authorised  to  receive  the  amount  due  to  the  United 
States  from  France,  and  the  bill  had  been  endorsed  to  dilferent 
persons,  it  is  very  clear  that  the  assignee  of  the  instrument  exe- 
cuted by  the  president,  and  not  the  assignee  of  the  bill,  would 
have  been  entitled  to  demand  the  money.  The  bill  of  the  secre- 
tary was  therefore  one  of  the  forms  in  which,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience,  the  government  gave  its  authority  to  the  bank  to 
receive  the  money,  and  it  is  evident,  from  the  papers  executed, 
that  the  bank,  as  well  as  the  government,  so  understood  it.  The 
parlies  to  the  bill  in  question,  and  the  bill  itself,  is  not  therefore, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  such  an  instruinenl  as  the  act 
of  Maryland,  1785,  contemplated,  and  that  the  bank  is  not  enti- 
tled, as  a mere  strict /egaZ  right,  (independent  of  the  manifest 
injustice  of  the  demand,)  to  claim  the  15  per  cent,  dannages  by 
virtue  of  that  law.  If  an  instrument,  in  the  shape  of  a bill  of 
exchange,  forming  a part  of  such  a transaction  as  this,  between 
two  governments,  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  bill  of  exchange 
know'll  ill  the  usage  of  trade,  then  the  liabilities  on  bills  of  e.\- 
change  w ill  not  apply  to  it,  by  force  of  the  law  which  regulates 
contracts  amongst  private  persons. 

The  government  is  ready  fully  to  indemnify  the  hank  against 
loss  in  this  transaction,  and  the  bank  cannot,  either  in  law  or 
ustice,  demand  more.  The  coinmitiee  think  the  bank  had  for- 
feited all  claims  to  he  any  longer  trusted  witli  the  keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  the  secretary  would  have  failed  to  per- 
form his  duty,  had  he  permitted  the  public  moneys  longer  to  re- 
main with  the  bank. 

In  his  annual  message  of  December,  1829,  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates  expres.-ed  his  doubts  of  tiie  constitutionality  and 
xpediency  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  This  part  of  the 
me.ssage  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  in  the  senate, 
and  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  house  of  repie- 
sentatives;  both  of  which  made  reports  in  favor  of  the  bank, 
w'hich  were  ordered  to  be  (irinted  by  congress.  It  appears  that 
the  bank,  not  content  with  the  circulation  of  these  imposing 
documents,  through  extra  cofiies  printed  at  the  public  expense, 
through  the  newspapers,  and  all  the  tisnal  channels  ofcoininii- 
nication  to  the  people,  applied  its  corporate  funds,  and  exerted 
its  corporate  power,  to  multiply  and  circulate  them  through 
pamphlets  and  extra  newspapers  into  every  part  of  the  union. 

In  November,  1830,  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  exhibit- 
g great  research  and  much  talent,  appeared  in  the  American 
Quarterly  Review,  which  w’as  by  the  president  of  the  hank  sub- 
mitted to  the  hoard  of  directors,  with  a suggestion  as  to  the  “ex- 
pediency of  making  the  views  of  the  author  more  extensively 
known  to  the  public  than  they  can  be  through  the  means  of  the 
ubscri(ition  lists.”  The  board,  therefore,  adopted  the  following 
resolution,  viz:  “Reso/ierf, 'I’hat  the  president  be  authorised  to 
take  such  measures  in  regard  to  the  circulation  of  the  contents 
of  an  article  on  banks  and  currency,  published  in  the  American 
Ciuarlerly  Review,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  he  may  deem 
most  expedient  for  the  interests  of  the  bank.”  Here  was  no 
limit  to  the  president’s  discretion,  or  the  amount  which  he 
was  authorised  to  expend.  Ilis  pow’er  was  very  extensively 
exerted. 

In  his  annual  message  of  December,  1830,  the  president  reite- 
rated the  opinion  previously  expressed  by  him  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  The  subject  was  not  agitated  in 
congress  at  that  session,  and  that  body  adjourned  on  the  .3d 
March,  1831.  The  subsequent  session  of  congress  was  neces- 
sarily to  be  the  long  session,  immediately  preceding  the  pre.*i- 
dcntial  election.  Outlie  llih  March,  1831.  a re.soliition  was 
adopted  by  ilie  bank,  as  reported  to  the  prei'ideuf  of  the  United 
States  by  the  government  directors,  authori:^mg  the  president 
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of  the  bank  to  cause  to  be  prepared  “and  circulated,  such  dor;u- 
ineiits  and  papers  as  may  coniiminicale  to  the  people  intoriiia- 
tioii  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  operations  of  ilie  bank.”  By 
this  resoluiioii,  the  president  was  iiuthoristtd,  not  to  ctutse  spe- 
cific papers  to  he  printed  and  circulated  as  before,  but  power 
was  cont'errcd  upon  him  to  hire  writers,  for  llie  (lurpose  of  pre 
paring  documents  and  papers,  witlioiit  tlesignaiion  as  to  their 
characlttr  or  iiiinitiers,  to  employ  printers  to  print  tliem,  and 
carriers  to  distribute  them.  Neither  was  tliere  any  restriction 
as  to  the  amount  of  funds  wiiich  he  was  auilioriseil  to  employ 
in  carrying  into  effect  this  new  system  for  disseminating  infor- 
mation among  the  people.  A sliort  time  after  th«  pa->age  of 
this  resolution,  conferring  upon  the  presiiient  of  the  bank  such 
extraordinary  and  unusual  powers  over  the  fnnd,s  of  the  bank,  a 
negotiation  ctimmeuced,  (as  appears  by  the  evidence  accompa- 
nying the  report  of  the  investigating  committee  in  1832),  in  re- 
lation to  a press  in  New'  York,  in  the  progress  of  which  the  pre- 
Bident  of  the  bank,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1831,  advanced 
$15,000,  which  was  not  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank  as  a 
loan  until  January  2d,  1832.  The  paper  which  had  before  that 
time  been  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bank,  immediately  became 
its  advocate;  and  in  a few  months,  the  notes  disctmnted  for  its 
benefit  amounted  to  $52,975,  and  at  periods  of  from  six  months 
to  five  years,  the  last  of  which  did  not  fall  due  until  the  year 
1838,  and  several  months  after  the  bank  charter  would  expire. 
These  were  credits  altogether  unusual  in  the  regular  busines.s 
of  banks.  About  the  same  period  large  sums  were  advanced  to 
editors  of  political  papers  in  other  parts  of  the  union.  During 
this  period  a most  unprecedented  extension  of  loans  was  grant 
ed  by  the  bank.  For  .some  years,  its  loans  had  not  varied  much 
in  the  aggregate  from  forty  millions  of  dollars.  In  October,  1830, 
they  amounted  to  $40,527,523.  From  that  time  they  began  ra- 
pidly to  extend,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1832,  amounted  to 
$70,428,007.  In  eighteen  months  the  extension  was  near  thirty 
millions,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  two  millions  (ler  month. 

Whilst  these  accommodations  to  editors,  and  this  great  exten- 
sion of  its  loans,  were  in  progress,  the  bank  in  December,  1831. 
applied  for  a renewal  of  its  charter,  which  then  had  upwards  o( 
four  years  to  run.  A bill  to  renew  it  passed  both  hou-es  of  con 
gress,  was  presented  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1832,  received  his  veto. 

The  president  was  then  a candidate  for  re-election,  and  that 
question  was  to  be  settled  in  November  of  that  year.  The  [lower 
given  to  the  president  of  the  bank  by  the  resolution  of  the  11th 
March,  1831,  was  during  that  and  the  succeeding  year  exerted 
with  great  industry.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  resolu 
lion,  and  the  expenditures  under  it,  catne  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  president  for  the  first  time,  through  the  report  of  the  govern- 
ment directors,  during  the  last  sumtm'r.  From  that  report  it 
appears,  that  for  the  last  half  of  1829  these  expenditures  were 
$3,765  94,  giving  as  an  average  for  the  year  $7, .531  88.  In  18.30 
they  increased  to  ,$14,081  47,  about  $7,000  of  which  were  “for 
printing  and  distributing  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  and  Mr.  Gallatin’s  pamphlets.”  In  18.31  they  in 
creased  to  $43,204  79,  and  in  1832,  they  were  $38,667  88,  of 
which  $25,543  72  were  incurred  in  the  last  half  year,  including 
the  presidential  election;  so  that  these  exiicinliturcs  continued 
to  increase  from  1829  up  to  the  presidential  election. 

So  far  as  coniinunicated  by  the  govermnetit  directors,  the  do 
ciiinenls  ami  papers  printed  and  distributed  with  this  money, 
appear  to  have  been  obicfly  reports  of  committees  iu  congress, 
and  speeches  of  uiembers  friendly  to  the  bank,  and  generally 
opposed  to  the  president;  extra  newspapers  containing  similar 
matter,  and  other  electioneering  matter  calenlaled  to  defeat  the 
election  of  the  president;  reviews  of  speeches  and  of  the  veto 
prepared  witli  the  same  object;  addresses  to  stale  legislatures, 
and  editorial  articles  in  favor  of  tlie  bank. 

It  is  further  stated  by  the  goverumetit  directors,  that  for  about 
$24,000  of  the  expemditures,  no  vouchers  whatsoever  had  lieen 
rendered.  Tlie  several  stmis  were  paid  on  the  orders  of  the  pre- 
sident of  llie  bank,  referring  to  the  resolution  of  11th  March, 

1831,  as  his  authority  to  make  the  expenditures,  but  not  stating 
the  persons  to  whom  they  were  paid,  nor  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  expended.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  the  board  of  di- 

. rectors,  or  any  committee  of  the  board,  or  any  other  person,  ex- 
cept the  president  of  the  bank  and  the  parties  receiving  the  mo- 
ney, passed  upon  the  claims,  or  know  for  what  object  this  large 
expenditure  was  incurred.  As  the  government  is  the  owner  of 
the  fifth  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  hank,  one  fifth  of  this  unwar- 
rantable expenditure  was  the  money  of  the  peo()le. 

In  this  narrative  of  facts  are  found  ample  reasons  to  jnsiify  the 
secretary  in  the  removal  of  tlie  deposites.  It  seems  impossilde 
to  resist  the  conviction,  lliat  from  1839  down  to  November, 

1832,  the  bank  was  managed  with  reference  to  the  pre.sider)tial 
election;  that  all  its  mighty  means  and  power  were  exetied  to 
influence  and  control  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  their  right  of 
suffrage,  and  seciire  a recharter,  by  filling  congress  and  the  ex- 
ecutive offices  with  its  friends  and  supporters.  It  was  said  hv 
a wise  man  of  antiquity,  “that  the  borrower  is  the  servant  of  the 
lender” — and  with  equal  truth  it  has  been  recerillv  asserted, 
that  “he  who  controls  a hank,  controls  the  debtors  of  that  hank.” 
No  ade.quafe  motive  can  be  conceived  for  the  unprecedented 
extension  of  the  business  of  the  bank  from  forty  to  .seventy 
millions  of  dollars  in  eighteen  months,  but  a deterrninalipn  to 
make  as  many  debtors  to  the  bank  as  possible,  and  thus  bring 
multitudes  of  men  under  its  control.  Through  ilie  fear  of  being 
pressed  too  severely  for  repayment  it  might  have  been  reasona- 
bly expected  that  most  of  these  debtors,  and  the  friends  they 


could  influence,  would  support  the  bank  In  a stmggle  fora  re- 
charter. While  this  process  ol  exiensiun  was  going  on,  mime- 
rons  (Mlitors  of  political  papers  appear  to  have  received  large 
Slims  of  the  hank’s  money,  and  \m-m;  tlius  prepared  to  advocate 
measures  or  men,  as  the  ultimate  interests  or  views  of  that  in- 
stituiioii  or  its  maiiageis  might  indicate  or  n. (pure.  Culempo- 
raiicoiisly  the  funds  of  lh«  bank  were  put  at  the  diposal  of  us 
president,  to  be  used  vviiboul  limit,  and  ilieir  expriiditure  sanc- 
tioned without  vouchers,  as  a means  ofaccomplisliing  the  great 
design. 

Connected  with  these  operations  was  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
during  the  same  period,  in  the  three  per  cent,  iraiisaciioii,  exa- 
mined by  a conimitlee  ofcongiess  l.i.st  year,  wbereby  tlie  bank 
attempted  to  baffle  llie  government  in  its  efforts  to  pay  llic  pub- 
lic debt,  and  secretly  souglil  the  tiid  of  foreign  bankers  to  in- 
crease Its  means  to  control  the  government.  In  addition  to  its 
failblessness  to  llie  government,  the  bank  seems  to  have  foriiied 
a foreign  alliance,  and  procured  fonugn  aid,  in  its  war  wiili  the 
president  of  the  people.  Tire  three  per  cent,  iraiisaelioii  was 
condemned  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  meaii.s  last  year,  as 
alieady  slated,  and  the  pretences  on  which  it  sought  to  be  justi- 
fied, declared  to  be  unfounded.  Of  ils<  |f,  it  would  have  justi- 
fied a removal  of  the  deposites;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  but 
an  incident  in  a grand  sciienie,  to  make  our  whole  people  and 
their  government  subservient  to  this  moneyed  incorporation. 

A scheme,  which,  if  successful,  would  have  left  us  but  the 
name  of  a republic. 

But  the  bank  was  not  content  to  submit  to  its  fate  and  exe 
cute  its  (hilies  as  a faithful  agent  of  tlie  government,  when,  with 
ail  its  debtors,  its  presses,  its  advocates,  its  foreign  aiil,  hired 
writers,  and  extra  docniiients,  it  received  the  dicisive  rebuke  of 
the  American  peojile  in  the  re.sitliof  the  presidential  election. 
During  the  last  summer,  one  of  the  goveriiinenldirectors,  by  be- 
ing placed  on  ihe  dividend  conimillee,  a tem()orary  body  ap- 
pointed every  six  moiiilis  to  ascertain  what  dividend  shall  be 
declared,  discovered  in  the  expense  account  of  tlie  hank,  some 
of  those  items  for  printing  which  have  since  been  reported.  On 
consulting  bis  colleagues,  the  other  government  directors,  lh«y 
deemed  it  ilieir  duty  to  inspect  that  account.  Having  done  so, 
and  found  that  it  gave  no  definite  inforinalion  relative  to  large 
portions  ofilie  expeiuliiiire,  they  brought  the  subject  before  the 
board,  for  tlie  purpose  of  obtaining  more  certain  information  and 
recindiiig  the  resohilions  under  which  it  hud  been  incurred. 
Not  only  did  the  board  refuse  to  cause  the  account  to  be  stated 
vviili  such  percisioii  that  it  could  be  understood,  and  to  rescind 
the  resolutions  of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  and  March  llUi, 
1831,  but,  instead  thereof,  resolved  as  follows,  viz: 

“Tliat  the  hoard  have  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity 
of  the  president  and  in  the  jiroprieiy  of  the  resolutions  of  30ih 
November,  1830,  and  11th  March,  1831,  and  entertain  a full 
CDiivictioii  of  the  necessity  of  llie  renewed  attention  to  the  ol>- 
jeet  of  tliose  resolutions;  and  that  the  president  be  authorised 
and  requested  to  cuniiiiue  his  exertions  for  the  promotion  of  that 
object.” 

'riiiis  was  the  formal  sanction  of  the  board  given  to  the  acts 
of  their  president  under  their  former  resolutions,  and  he  was 
siimiilaled  to  renewed  vigilance  in  employing  writers  and  presses 
to  influence  the  public  mind.  'I’liii.s,  expressly  did  they  approve 
of  llie  exiienditnre  of  the  $24,000.  witlioiii  vouchers,  and  promise 
to  their  president  future  immunity  and  irresponsibility  for  the 
use  of  any  huger  sum. 

Coiporalions  have  no  powers  but  such  as  are  granted  in  their 
charters,  and  those  necessarily  incidental.  As  an  incident,  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  an  unquestionable  right  to  pro- 
cure and  pay  for  bank  notes,  the  neces.sary  blanks  and  such 
other  papers  as  are  requisite  in  the  transaction  of  all  business 
which  it  may  be  expressly  authorised  to  (lerform  by  its' charter. 
When  it  proceeds  further,  and  prints  docuineiits,  speeches, 
liaiidhills  or  newspapers,  it  transcends  the  power  granted  to  it. 
The  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  was  not  created  “to  communi- 
cate to  the  people  information  in  regard  to”  its  own  “nature 
and  operation”  or  the  acts  of  their  chosen  rulers.  The  people 
supposed  they  understood  its  “nature  and  operation”  before 
they  gave  it  existence,  and  they  tolerated  its  establishment  as  a 
servant,  and  not  as  a teacher.  Few  would  have  been  found  to 
advocate  its  creation,  if  it  had  been  a provision  of  its  charier 
that  it  , might  apply  its  corporate  funds  to  the  printing  and  circu- 
lation of  such  congressional  reports,  speeches  and  other  political 
(locnrnents,  as  its  managers  miglit  deem  useful  in  conciliating 
public  opinion  to  its  management,  and  even  to  the  hiring  of 
writers  to  advocate  its  interests,  and  circulating  denunciations 
against  the  conslilnted  authorities  for  their  official  acts.  Cer- 
tainly no  friend  or  enemy  of  the  bank  at  that  time  conceived 
that  the  bank  had  a right  to  employ  its  corporate  funds  for  the 
pur4iose  of  teaching  the  people  how  to  estimate  the  acts  of  their 
representiitives,  in  either  the  executive  or  legislative  branches 
of  the  government.  The  idea  that  such  a right  was  veiled 
under  the  charter,  or  any  of  its  provisions,  would  have  been 
fatal  to  its  passage.  Is  it  less  alarming  that  it  has  now  usurped 
the  right.’ 

The  conduct  of  the  bank,  in  this  re.spcct,  has  been  attempted 
to  be  justified  on  the  ground  of  self  defence.  Tlie  error  in  this 
point  consists  in  considering  the  hank  and  its  managers  as  iden- 
tical. The  bank  has  not  been  attacked.  The  president  of  the 
U.  States,  in  his  messages  to  congress,  has  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  charter  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  and  has  put  his  consti- 
tutional veto  on  a bill  passed  by  congress  for  that  purpose.  But 
this  was  no  attack  upon  the  corporation,  for,  to  a renewal  of  its 
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charter  it  had  no  legal  right.  None  of  the  chartered  lights  of 
Ihe  bank  have  been  wrecled  from  it;  no  judicial  proceus  lias 
been  iiisliiuled  to  vacate  its  charter.  When  tuch  lUlacks  are 
made,  nu  man  will  cuin|ilain  ul  ilie  bank  tor  deii  nding  ilseli  in 
the  courts  by  the  employ  incut  of  coun.'i  I,  and  paying  their  fees 
out  of  the  corporate  liinda.  Hut  the  preMdent  find  directors  of 
the  bank  have  no  right  to  use  the  liinds  ot  the  institution  iii 
making  publications  vindnatory  of  their  own  iiianagenient,  or 
teiiUing  to  show  that  the  (iresident  ot  the  Uiiiled  Eittites  has 
been  guilty  ot  usurpation  of  power,  or  dereliction  of  duty  in  re- 
fusing Ins  assent  to  a renewal  ot  its  charter.  These  are  mat 
ters  which  belong  to  the  loruiii  of  the  public;  into  the  discus- 
sion of  wlocli  the  inanageis  ot  the  hunk,  in  coniiiion  w ith  other 
cilueiis,  had  a light  to  enter,  not  in  their  corpoiate,  but  in  their 
individual  cupaciiies,  and  at  their  own  expense.  The  managers 
of  the  bank,  if  assailed  lor  inisconduct,  may,  like  every  other 
citizen  or  ollicer  ot  tiie  government,  defend  themselves,  but  not 
by  the  Use  of  the  corporate  funds  or  power.  Tiiey  may  expend 
their  own  money  w ithout  limit,  in  employ  ing  w riters  and  presses 
to  defend  the  in. 

What  would  be  said  of  the  president  of  Ihe  United  Stales  if 
he  were  to  expend  the  money  in  the  treasury  in  priiiiiiig  con- 
gressional rrpoits,  and  speeches,  hiring  wi iters,  employing  edi 
tors,  piintersaiid  disirihuiors,  lor  the  purpose  of  di  fending  nim- 
selt  and  the  executive  orlicers  against  uit<icks  made  upon  them 
I'roiu  sources  oliicial  and  unodiei.il?  If  he  were  to  reipiest  con- 
gress to  put  the  whole  depositc-s  of  the  treasury  at  his  disposi 
Uoti,  for  such  a purpose,  how  would  it  be  received.^  If  the  se- 
nate and  house  of  representatives  were  to  employ  their  contin- 
gent lund  III  printing  and  circulating  speeches  of  members,  and 
articles  prepared  by  hired  writers,  paid  from  the  same  lund, 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  members  of  the  house  against 
the  attacks  daily  made  upon  them,  would  it  be  tolerated  by  the 
American  people? 

The  committee  consider  this  delegation  of  unlimited  and  ir- 
responsible power  to  the  president  of  the  bank  over  the  whole 
funds  of  the  iiislilulioii,the  most  atrocious  violation  olThe  hank 
charter,  and  the  most  daring  abuse  of  its  power,  which  has 
hitherto  been  disclosed. 

It  is  siifircieiitly  alarming  that  the  government  directors  have 
been  deprived  of  all  paiiicipation  in  the  principal  business  of  the 
bank — that  its  most  imporiant  disconiils  and  other  business  are 
iiiaiiaged  by  committees  selected  by  llie  president,  who  seldom 
report — Uiat  the  restrictive  provisions  of  the  cliailer  have  been 
subverted  by  arbitrary  i ules,  and  responsibility  to  theijovern- 
iiient,  which  owns  a lillii  part  ol  its  slock,  in  etlect  destroyed. 

Uut,  in  aduition  to  all  this,  here  is  a discretionary  power 
vested  ill  the  presidentot  the  bank  alone,  to  be  exeiciscd  with- 
out the  responsibility  of  rendering  spccitic  accounts,  or  vouch- 
ers, under  which  he  may  apply  hundreds  of  moiisands  and  mil- 
lions to  operate  on  public  opinion,  and  thiough  the  |iroslraiion 
of  eneuiies,  and  the  advancemer.t  of  friends,  procure  a new 
charier.  In  causing  to  be  (iiepared  and  circulated  such  dneu- 
nieiits  and  papers  as  come  within  the  scope  of  the  authoriiy 
vested  in  him,  he  may  hire  editors,  and  set  up  newspapers 
throughout  the  whole  union,  and  by  the  use  of  unlimited  sums 
of  money,  without  approprialioii  or  accountabiliiy,  he  may  uis- 
tiibule  a patronage  more  potent  than  that  of  many  governments, 
because  all  wielded  by  tlie  same  hand,  to  secure  a single  object. 

When  tlie  government  directors,  as  faithful  sentinels  over  the 
public  interest  in  the  hank,  comniuniealed  the  fact  that  this 
power  had  not  only  been  assumed  by  the  bank,  hut  that  its 
managers  were  determined  that  it  should  he  wielded  with  re- 
newed energy,  and  for  an  indefinite  period,  thesecrelaf  y of  tlie 
treasury  was  fully  justified  for  this  reason,  if  there  had  been  no 
other,  in  severing  its  cuiiiicxioii  with  the  government,  and,  as 
far  as  he  legitimately  could,  lessening  its  power. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  yiews  already  taken  by  the  committee, 
that  III  their  opinion,  the  deposites  have  been  lawfully  removed 
from  the  hank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  money  now  in  the 
treasury  has  been  legally  deposited  in  the  state  banks. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  remains  to  be  considered,  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  legislation  is  necessary,  in  consequence 
of  the  change  of  ihr  deposites. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  ought  not  to  lie  rc.eharlered.  The  constitutional  objec- 
lion.s  to  it  are,  in  their  jiidgnient,  insnperahic;  and  if  its  charier 
could  be  justified  by  ilie  constitution,  recent  events  have  de- 
monstrated that  the  continued  existence  of  such  a vast  con- 
centrated money  power,  must  prove  dangerous  to  the  freedom 
and  purity  of  our  institutions. 

And  after  the  great  abuses  of  which  it  has  been  guilty,  a re- 
charter, under  any  modificaiion.«,  would  be  oflering  the  high  le- 
gislative sancticxn  and  approbation  of  congress,  to  the  varioiisacts 
of  misconduct  detailed  in  this  and  former  reports  to  mngre.ss. 
It  is  iinposr-ible  that  a corpoialioii,  which  is  proved  to  have 
used  its  money  to  corrupt  the  press,  to  iiiHnence  elections,  and 
control  the  government,  can  ever  he  selected  as  Ihe  peculiar  ob- 
ject of  tlie  favor  and  hminty  of  the  government.  'I’lie  bank 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  recharted  on  any  terms.  And  as  the 
charter  niight  not  to  he  renew’ed,  it  is  manifest  that  the  de 
posites  ought  not  to  he  restored  to  it.  For,  setting  aside  the  va- 
rious acts  of  miscnndiicl,  by  which  the  present  corporation  has 
justly  forfeited  the  public  confidence,  it  is  obvious  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites  to  the  present  bank,  to  be  removed  again 
in  two  years,  would  produce  nothing  but  the  most  serious  evil 
and  distress  to  the  country,  without  any  possible  advantage.  The 
restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter  of  tho  bank,  arc, 


ill  the  judgment  of  the  commiuee,  inseparably  connected  lo- 
geilicr,  ami  neither  can  with  any  propriety  be  adopted  w ithout 
the  Ollier. 

Tlie  question  then  arises,  whether  the  stale  banks  should  be 
euiiiiiiui-d  as  the  tisc.il  hgenls  ol  ilie  govcinitient. 

The  comiiiiitee  are  saii.-ficd  that  ilie  slate  banks  are  fully  coiii- 
petciil  lo  perioiiii  all  Hie  services  wlncli  Hie  gi  ncral  guvernuieut 
ongiH  to  requite,  in  me  collection  and  diabuisciiienl  of  the  re- 
\ eiiuc;  .mill  to  uDorU  al.-o  all  the  tacililies  to  Hie  internul  coiii- 
iiicrce  and  exchanges  ol  the  country,  which  have  been  derived 
fiom  Hie  bank  ol  Hie  United  istaies. 

'I'ln;  collection  and  ilisbiirsciiient  of  the  public  revenue  may 
be  safely  placed  where  the  sages  who  liiiiiied  the  coiislitution 
left  it.  'i'liey  did  not  deem  a national  bank  esstnliHl,  eillitr  to 
the  goveriiineiit  they  were  loiming,  or  to  the  successlul  adnii- 
nisiralioii  of  its  finances.  The  opinion  has  already  been  ex- 
pressed, that  the  stale  banks  are  coinpeieiit  to  perlurni  all  Hie 
diiiics  wliicli  the  goveriinieiit  or  the  puliliu  convenience  may 
reqiiiie.  .And  ilieie  are  many  tiiciinistanccs  wliicIi  strongly  re- 
commeiid  iticm  to  a prelereiice  over  the  bank  of  Hie  United 
Stales.  No  one  of  them  can  exercise  a general  cuiHiol  over  all 
tlie  Olliers,  and  expand  and  conlruct  Hie  v\hole  currency  of  the 
country  at  its  plea.-iire,  to  favor  llni  private  specnlalions  of  in- 
dividuals, or  to  iiiciease  its  own  profits.  And  they  cun  never 
combine  together  for  political  objects,  nor  hope  to  gain  posses- 
sion of  Hie  govcinment,  and  control  Hs  operations.  The  stale 
baiik.s  are  now  firmly  interwoven  wiili  the  institutions  of  Hie 
country.  They  are  generally  under  the  nianageinenl  ol  citizens 
as  respectable,  as  Iriisiwoiihy,  as  any  directors  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales.  And  it  would  be  unju.'t,aiid  contrary  lo  Hie 
spirit  of  our  instilutions,  lor  congress  lo  sustain  a great  moneyed 
power  to  overawe  and  oppress  them,  and  bring  ruin  upon  niul- 
tiludes  of  our  citizens,  whenever  cupidity  or  ambiiion  sliall 
tempt  them  to  exercise  ilieir  power,  'i'lie  stock  ol  Hie  bunk  of 
the  Uiiilt'd  States  lias  fallen  for  Hie  most  part  into  Hie  bands  of 
the  great  capitalists  olTliis  and  loreigii  countries,  who  have  but 
lilHe  synipatliy  for  Ihe  siiftering  of  our  people,  wlieii  their  own 
sordid  or  Hnibiiimis  views  makes  it  Hieir  iuieiest  lo  inflici  it. 

If  it  should  he  urged  as  an  objection  lo  the  state  banks,  that 
they  caniioi  afford  a general  currency,  ilie  answer  is  obvious. 

1 f it  were  neces.-»ary  to  create  a paper  currency,  possessing  equal 
credit  with  that  of  the  present  hank  of  the  United.  Slates,  the 
object  can  he  as  well  uccoinpli.-hed  with  the  stale  banks,  as 
wiili  the  bank  of  Hie  United  Slates.  The  provision  which  has 
made  the  latter  current  evefy  where,  is  the  clause  in  the  char- 
ter which  compels  Hie  goveriiiiienl  lo  receive  tlieirnote.s  in  pay- 
ment of  all  debts  due  lo  tlie  piiblii  , and  a similar  (irovision  in 
bivor  of  the  Mate  banks,  vvliieb  migbl  be  selected  as  the  depo- 
siioties  ol  the  money  oi  ilie  United  iStaies,  would  immediately 
make  tiicir  notes  equally  current,  and  en.«ure  lor  them  equal 
confidence  in  any  pait  ot  Hie  United  States. 

But  Ihe  commiuee  are  not  (irepared  lo  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a iiiea.'Ure.  'I'liey  are  cmivinci.d  that  all  which 
public  convenience  requites,  in  Ibis  respeet,  will  .soon  be  ac- 
complisbed  by  arrangements  among  ibe  banks  llieinselves;  and 
that  ibere  ought  to  be  no  legislation  of  congress  lor  the  purpose 
of  cMablisbing  a eiirreiicy  oi  paper. 

'riie  main  object  of  legislaiion  should  he,  to  enlarge  the  basis 
of  specie,  on  wlireh  the,  paper  circiilution  of  the  state  banks  is 
to  depend  for  support.  And  the  coniiiiiltee  are  persuaded,  that 
by  the  adoption  of  Ihe  stale  banks  as  Hie  fHcal  agents  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  a judicious  course  of  legi-lation  (bunded 
upon  it,  that  a sonnder  .-late  of  the  currency  liiaii  now  exi.-ts 
would  soon  be  allained,  and  the  country  lesciitd  permaiieiiHy 
from  the  rlaiiger  ot  those  sudden  expansions  and  conlractions  of 
the  paper  currency  which  have  been  coiisinnlly  succeeding  each 
other,  since  the  hank  of  the  United  Slates  was  established, 
whieh.  have  hroiiglit  such  severe  and  extensive  eviN  upon  the 
country.  Tlie  aid  and  co-operation  of  the  several  states  may  be 
relied  on.  to  banish  giadually  the  smaller  notes,  and  introduce 
in  tlieir  place  silver  and  gold,  for  ordinary  domestic  purposes, 
and  tlie  convenience  of  travel  helwceii  distant  places.  Such  a 
reform  is  strongly  called  lor  by  sound  policy,  and  the  best  inter- 
ests of  Hie  coiiniry,  and  the  accoiiipli-hinenl  ot  an  object  so  de- 
sirable, may  be  mainly  aeceb  rated  by  law's  jiassed  by  congress, 
adjij.-ting  the  standard  of  value  of  onr  coins,  and  regiilaling  tlie 
deposites  and  collection  olThe  revenue.  If  gold  and  silver  were 
brought  into  common  use,  and  the  small  notes  banished  from 
circulation,  payments  ofsmall  sums  would  probably  be.  made  in 
specie.  The  great  object  is  not  to  diinini-h  the  amount  of  the 
ordinary  circulaiing  medium,  hut  to  give  it  a broader  and  firmer 
funndalinn  on  the  precious  iiielals. 

With  these  views,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  state 
banks  ought  to  be  coriiinned  as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  that  measures  ought  forthwith  to  be' ta- 
ken, to  regulate  by  law  Hie  manner  in  which  they  shall  Le  se- 
lected, and  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  public  money. 

According  to  the  law,  a*  it  now  stands.  Hie  duly  of  selecting 
the  hanks,  and  of  prescribing  the  seeniities  to  betaken  is  rte- 
vidved  upon  Hie  secretary  of  ilie  treasury,  under  the  siipeivi»ion 
of  Hu*  pr*'-ident.  This  power  lias  been  heretolore  exercised  by 
the  head  of  the  treasury  deparlment,  and  in  a manner  advanta- 
geous lo  the  public,  and  it  is  not  doubted,  if  the  law  should  con- 
tinue unchanged,  ibai  it  may  and  will  continue  to  be  so  exer- 
cised by  the  bead  of  that  department— yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  di.scretionary  power  should  never  be  given,  in 
any  case,  to  any  officer  of  the  government,  where  it  can  be  re- 
gulated and  defined  by  law.  They  tbink  that  it  would  be  more 
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consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  government,  for  congress 
to  regulate  by  law,  the  mode  of  selecting  the  fiscal  agents,  the 
securities  proper  to  be  taken,  the  duties  they  shall  be  required 
to  perform,  and  the  terms  on  which  they  shall  be  employed. 

In  accordance  with  these  views  they  accordingly  report  for 
the  consideration  of  the  house,  resolutions  declaring  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered,  and  that 
the  state  banks  ought  to  continue  to  be  employed  as  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government,  under  such  regulations  as  congress 
shall  prescribe. 

Before  they  close  this  report,  the  committee  consider  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  state,  that  in  their  judgment,  a necessity  exists  for 
an  immediate  examination  into  the  conduct  of  the  bank,  and 
they  proceed  to  state  the  grounds  which  make  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, that  a strict  and  rigorous  scrutiny  should  be  instituted. 
They  think  such  an  examination  necessary  in  reference  to  the 
security  of  the  interests  which  the  United  States  as  a stockhold- 
er have  in  the  bank,  as  well  as  to  correct  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  abuses  of  which  it  has  been  guilty,  and  to  prevent  it  from 
using  its  corporate  power  and  money  for  purposes  of  corruption 
and  oppression. 

Numerous  memorials  have  been  referred  to  the  committee, 
complaining  of  embarrassments  in  mercantile  transactions,  some 
attributing  them  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  others 
chiefly  to  the  subsequent  conduct  ot  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  serious  embarrassments  exist  in  many  of  the  com- 
mercial cities,  cannot  be  doubted,  and  it  seems  necessary  clear- 
ly to  ascertain  the  cause  before  an  attempt  be  made  to  prescribe 
the  remedy.  The  powers  possessed  by  the  committee  are  in- 
adequate to  that  object,  and  they  are  unable  to  do  more  at  pre- 
sent, than  to  submit  the  facts  which  have  come  to  their  know- 
ledge, with  the  course  they  seem  to  suggest.  That  the  simple 
transfer  of  a sum  of  money  from  one  bank  of  deposite  to  ano- 
ther, could  have  produced  the  commercial  embarrassments  com- 
plained of,  is  impossible.  The  public  deposites  have  not  been 
annihilated;  nor  have  they  been  transported  from  the  country; 
they  are  still  in  the  country,  and  in  the  use  of  the  community. 

It  is  in  vain  that  they  look  for  the  cause  of  embarrassment  in 
the  state  of  our  markets,  or  the  operations  of  trade.  Our  agri- 
cultural productions,  and  manufactures  generally,  bear  a good 
price;  foreign  exchange  is  at  its  lowest  rate;  the  balance  of  trade 
is  decidedly  in  our  favor,  and  the  precious  metals  are  flowing 
in  upon  us  from  South  America,  Mexico  and  Europe-  None 
can  doubt  the  power  of  the  bank  to  create  embarrassment  when- 
ever its  managers  deem  it  expedient.  In  four  months,  com- 
mencing with  August  last,  and  ending  with  November,  it  called 
in  $9,707,245  of  its  loans.  As  the  state  banks  could  not  com- 
mence extending  until  they  began  to  receive  the  public  depo- 
sites in  October, and  from  that  till  December  could  not,  in  their 
extension,  keep  pace  with  the  curtailment  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  evident  that  such  rapid  curtailment  by  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  must  have  created  some  sensation  in 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  But  it  is  easy  for  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  produce  universal  embarrassment,  without  any 
aggregate  curtailment  of  its  accommodations,  by  calling  in  ra- 
pidly one  month,  letting  out  the  next,  and  calling  again  during 
the  third;  while  it  loans  out  in  one  place  what  it  curtails  in  ano 
ther,  and  in  this  manner,  falls  upon  all  the  commercial  cities  in 
rotation,  it  may  more  efiectually  embarrass  trade  than  by  a stea- 
dy curtailment.  When  the  policy  of  the  bank  is  unsteady  and 
capricious,  producing  a scarcity  of  money  to-day,  and  an  abun- 
dance to  morrow,  to  he  succeeded  by  a greater  dearth  the  next 
day,  it  is  impossible  for  merchants  to  conduct  business  with 
safety,  and  prudent  men  will  restrict  or  discontinue  their  ope- 
rations. The  Wank  has  long  enjoyed  a large  portion  of  the  bu- 
siness of  domestic  exchange,  and  whenever  it  chooses  to  cut 
off  the  supply  in  any  or  all  directions,  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty naturally  ensue. 

There  is  much  reason  to  suspect  that  the  bank  has  been  ma- 
naged, for  the  last  six  months,  with  a view  to  embarrass  the 
community,  as  a means  of  operating  on  public  opinion,  and  con- 
trolling the  action  of  government. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  domestic  ex- 
change, as  far  as  known,  are  perceived  indications  of  a dispo- 
sition to  use  the  power  it  possesses  through  that  branch  of  its 
business,  for  the  purpose  of  producing  excitement  and  distress. 

The  government  directors  inform  us,  in  their  memorial,  that 
on  the  13lh  of  August  last,  two  weeks  before  the  treasury  agent, 
returned  from  his  mission  to  confer  with  the  state  banks,  and 
five  weeks  before  the  determination  of  the  executive  was  an- 
nounced, the  board  of  directors  adopted  a resolution,  declaring: 
“That  the  bills  of  exchange  purchased  at  the  bank,  and  all 
the  offices,  except  the  five  western  offices,  shall  not  have  more 
than  ninety  days  to  run.  That  the  five  western  offices  be  in- 
structed to  purchase  no  bills  of  exchange,  except  those  p.ayable 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run, 
or  those  which  may  he  received,  in  payment  of  existing  debts 
to  the  bank  and  the  offices,  and  then  not  have  more  than  four 
months  to  run.” 

The  government  directors  inform  us,  that  on  a subsequent 
day,  a series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  for  reducing  the  bu- 
siness of  the  institution,  and  authority  given  to  the  committee  on 
the  offices  to  modify  them  at  ■pleasure,  and  although  a strenuous 
effort  was  made  to  require  them  to  report  such  measures  as 
might  be  directed  by  them  to  the  board,  the  proposition  was  vot- 
««2  down. 

Thus,  in  direct  violation  of  the  charter,  and  in  defiance  of  all 
prudence  and  propriety,  was  the  whole  power  of  this  vast  and 


powerful  corporation  to  relieve  or  to  oppress  vested  in  a com- 
mittee, who  are  not  subject  to  the  re.sponsibility  of  even  making 
reports  to  the  board  of  directors.  A few  iire.-ponsible  men,  is- 
suing secret  orders  from  their  private  chamber,  possess  more 
power  to  distress  the  American  people,  than  any  depuriment  of 
their  government,  or  all  departments,  by  an  act  short  of  a de- 
claration of  war.  What  the  resolves  and  orders  of  this  potent 
body  have  been,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  The  president 
of  the  bank  who  is  ex  officio  a member  of  this  committee,  and 
undoubtedly  directs  its  operations,  is  also  clothed  with  unlimit- 
ed power  to  set  the  press  in  motion  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing the  views  of  the  bank.  For  months,  those  presses  which 
are  known  to  have  been  sustained  by  enormous  loans,  and  those 
which  have  received  the  most  liberal  allowances  for  printing, 
have  been  Incessantly  engaged  in  an  efibrt  to  spread  alarm  and 
dismay  throughout  the  land.  It  is  impossible  not  to  suspect 
that  the  secret  management  of  the  bank,  and  the  use  of  its  funds 
by  its  president,  are  in  perfect  concert  with  their  dependent 
and  devoted  presses,  all  aiming  to  create  a general  panic,  and 
produce  the  same  result.  That  result  is  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  and,  its  certain  consequence,  the  recharter  of  the 
bank. 

If  any  thing  was  wanting  to  confirm,  these  suspicions,  the  al- 
leged refusal  of  this  bank  to  co-operate  with  the  stale  banks  in 
their  laudable  efforts  to  relieve  the  existing  pressure  upon  the 
community,  in  the  larger  commercial  cities,  is  sufficient  to  re- 
move all  doubts  from  the  minds  of  the  most  incredulous. 

It  is  due  to  the  country,  that  the  source  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  oppress  a portion  of  its  commerce  shall  be  laid 
bare.  Should  they  appear  to  spring  solely  from  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank,  wantonly  and  wickedly  directed  to  produce 
them,  it  may  become  the  duly  of  congress  to  resort  to  all  the 
means  within  their  constitutional  authority  to  check  its  career. 

If  it  shall  appear  that  the  bank,  by  means  of  its  money  and 
the  papers  under  its  control,  has  wilfully  and  intentionally  pro- 
duced these  embarrassments;  and  if  its  power  has  thus  been 
abused,  it  cannot  be  endured  that  for  two  years  longer  it  shall 
be  suffered  wantonly  to  excite  alarm  in  the  country,  to  direct  a 
pressure  first  on  one  point  and  then  on  another,  enlarge  at  one 
place  and  contract  in  another,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  to 
the  end  of  its  existence  the  evils  which  there  is  too  much  rea- 
son to  believe  it  has  already  inflicted  on  the  community.  If, 
upon  examination,  it  shall  be  found  that  it  has  been  guilty  of 
such  offences,  its  charter  cannot  be  too  soon  terminated,  and  a 
scire  facias  would  be  imperatively  demanded  to  put  an  end  to 
its  machinations  against  the  peace  and  interests  of  the  people. 
The  government  owns  seven  millions  of  its  stock,  equal  to  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  amount.  It  is  the  duty  of  congress  to  see 
that  it  be  not  used  to  oppress  the  people  and  subvert  the  princi- 
ples of  our  government.  Of  every  hundred  thousand  dollars 
spent  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  or  distributed  to  advocates 
under  the  name  of  loans,  and  forever  lost,  $20,000  belong  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  That  their  property  may  not  be 
wasted,  that  the  cause  of  their  distress  may  be  ascertained  and 
a remedy  applied,  and  above  all,  that  their  own  funds,  and  the 
money  and  power  of  this  corporation  may  not  be  employed  to 
subvert  the  principles  of  their  government  by  controlling  their 
elections — the  committee  deem  it  necessary,  that  there  should 
be  a thorough  investigation  into  the  alleged  abuses  and  corrup- 
tions of  that  institution,  and  particularly  into  the  details  of  its 
management  for  the  last  six  months.  To  this  end,  they  propose 
a resolution  to  invest  a committee  of  the  house  with  power  to 
make  such  investigations. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  rechartcred. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restor- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as 
the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  congress  to  make  further  provision  by  law,  prescribing 
the  mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  and  the  man- 
ner and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed. 

4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as- 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  U.  States, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated;  and,  also,  what 
corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whe- 
ther it  has  used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whe- 
ther it  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  nr  money, 
in  producing  the  existing  pressure;  a select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the 
chatter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  or 
mal- practices  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank; 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers, and  tosurnmon  and  examine  witnesses, on  oath, 
and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and  branches, 
and  that  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation,  together 
with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a day  as  practica- 
ble. 


jVlL.ES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Fourth  series.  No.  4— Vol.  X.]  BALTIMORE,  MARCH  22,  1834.  [Vol.  XLVI.  Whole  No.  1,174. 


THE  PAST^— THE  PRESENT— FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


EDITED,  PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  H.  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


In  our  account  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  we  are 
compelled  to  omit  notices  of  many  things  which  we  liave 
been  accustomed  to  record;  but  this  is  of  less  importance 
than  usual — for  very  few  important  things  will  he  attend- 
ed to  or  fully  disposed  of,  until  after  the  great  subjects 
under  discussion  are,  in  some  way,  put  aside. 

In  conformity  with  the  strict  rule  of  impartiality  that 
we  profess,  with  regard  to  what  may  be  esteemed  per- 
sonal matters,  at  least,  we  have  made  room  for  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Taney,  and  the  address  of  Mr.  JSlcKim,  in  con- 
sequence of  certain  statements  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Baltimore  committee,  charged  with  the  memorial  of 
the  citizens  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  public  depo- 
sites.  We  have  added  the  “card”  of  Air,  George 
Brorvn,  and  shall  give  the  response  of  the  committee,  in 
our  next. 

The  committee  have  fully  replied  to  Messrs,  Taney 
and  JVlcKim,  in  a well-written  address  of  considerable 
length,  published  in  yesterday’s  “Chronicle.”  It  makes 
three  columns;  and  yet,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  give  all 
the  papers  belonging  to  this  matter  together,  it  must, 
therefor,  be  postponed.  We  could  easily  put  it  into  type, 
but  the  character  of  the  contents  of  the  ])resent  number 
is  such,  that,  if  we  excluded  every  article  over  which  a 
discretion  might  be  exerted,  the  room  for  it  could  not  be 
obtained.  We  cannot,  as  the  newspapers  may,  “make 
room,”  for  we  have  no  advertisements  to  lay  aside,  and 
so  relieve  our  pages. 

The  gentlemen  reaffirm,  in  the  most  decided  manner, 
the  strict  verity  of  all  that  they  stated  in  their  report — 
and  of  every  word  used  by  them.  They  reject,  with 
much  severity,  the  idea  that  any  part  of  their  report  was 
founded  on  private  or  confidential  communications  with 
Mr,  McKim — saying  '•'•they  have  •not  stated  one  -word, 
nor  referred,  by  the  remotest  allusion,  to  one  expression 
used  by  JSlr.  J\fcKim  any  -where  but  in  their  o-wn  room,  ” 
when  Mr.  McKim  paid  them  a visit,  after  their  call  upon 
him,  and  remained  two  hours  with  them,  conversing  on 
the  subject  of  their  mission,  &c. 

We  have  some  later  news  from  Europe.  The  details 
are  not  of  much  interest — and  we  can  make  space  only 
for  the  British  king’s  speech  on  opening  the  session  of 
parliament  on  the  4th  ult. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Webster  was  prevented,  on 
Monday  last,  from  presenting  his  project  with  relation 
to  the  bank,  by  an  extraordinary  discussion  and  proceed- 
ing in  the  senate— but  that  he  offered  it  on  Tuesday. 
Public  opinion  seems  much  divided  .as  to  the  expediency 
of  this  proceeding,  at  the  present  moment.  Mr.  W. 
however,  no  doubt,  has  viewed  the  whole  ground,  and 
thotJght  it  best  to  have  some  object  a-head  to  aim  at. 
There  is  a report  that  Mr,  Wilkins  will,  also,  present  a 
plan  for  a bank,  which  may  have  the  support  of  several 
of  the  leading  friends  of  the  administration  in  the  senate, 
and  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Webster's  purpose  was  to  draw 
out  one  from  the  other  party,  by  taking  his  new  position. 
We  wish  that  something  could  be  done  to  relieve  us  of 
the  pecuniary  embarrassments  which  beset  the  people, 
at  large,  and  almost  banish  the  hoj)e  ofa  reward  for  labor 
performed;  even  tlie  products  of  the  earth,  including  the 
most  substantial  and  necessary  articles  for  food  and  cloth- 
ing, have  fallen  25  per  cent,  in  price,  within  the  last  four 
months.  This  may  help  the  consumers,  but  is  hard  on 
producers,  who  have  made  engagements  that  were  gra- 
duated by  the  higher  or  general  price  of  their  commo- 
dities. The  diminished  money-value  of  the  bread  stuffs 
and  meats,  or  live  cattle,  cotton,  w-ool  and  tobacco,  is  of 
an  enormous  amount,.  Flour  at  Wheeling  has  been  sold 
for  $2  12^  the  barrel,  at  Ale.xandria  for  $.3  75.  Wheat, 
at  Frederick,  Md.  75  cents,  and  so  on.  Let  us  offer  a 
rough  statement  with  relation  to  this  subject. 
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If  the  general  money-value  of  the  biTad-stuffs  and 
meals,  of  all  sorts  consumed,  be  equal  to  only  30  cents 
j)er  head  jier  week,  the  aggregate  value  will  amount  to 
200  millions  per  annum.  'I  hree-fifths  of  these,  perhaps, 
are  consumed  by  the  producers  of  them,  and  the  market- 
value  of  the  remainder,  at  late  prices,  would  be,  sav 

$80,000,000 

Crop  of  cotton,  at  fair  prices  35,000,000 

Crop  of  w'ool  20,000,000 

Crop  of  tobacco  8,000,000 


$143,000,000 

If  the  reduced  price  is  only  at  the  rale  of  20  per  cent, 
the  money-value  lost,  in  the  whole  year,  would  be  nearly 
30  millions,  on  these  few  leading  articles,  to  the  grower.s 
of  them.  The  consumers  would  receive  the  benefit  of 
this,  provided  the  price  of  wages  -were  kept  up,  and  em- 
ployment could  be  obtained.  Instead  ot  30  cents  per 
bead,  for  an  example,  bread  and  meat  might  be  had,  at 
the  reduction  supposed,  for  25  cents;  but  if  wages  declin- 
ed from  100  cents  a day  to  50  cents,  or  at  that  rate,  the 
loss  to  the  laborer  would  be  as  300  cents  a week,  for  5 
cents  gained,  and  so  on. 

The  counter  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  fills  a large  portion  of  the  present 
sheet.  Its  length,  as  was  the  case  with  the  report  of  the 
majority,  has  much  interfered  with  the  general  business 
of  the  week.  We  hope  for  a little  more  variety  in  our 
next  paper. 

The  minority  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia  have  pub- 
lished a sixteen-column  address  to  the  people  “on  the 
deposite  question,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try.” It  is  signed  Joseph  S.  Watkins,  chairman,  and 
Hugh  A.  Garland,  secretary',  and  earnestly  calls  upon 
the  citizens  of  the  state  not  to  "desert  the  present  admi- 
nistration,” and  "betray  the  best  interests  of  their  coun- 
try”—“commit  an  act  of  treason,  and  deserve  the  bitter 
curses  of  their  children,”  &c.  It  is  a discussion  of  mat- 
ters and  things  in  general,  but  especially  about  the  bank, 
and  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Several  extracts  from  JViles'  Register  of  1818,  are  in- 
troduced into  this  address.  They  consist  chiefly  of 
some  remarks  on  a project  then  supposed  to  be  entertain- 
ed, of  making  “a  paper  currency  a legal  tender  instead 
of  coin”— to  relieve  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
certain  of  the  local  banks,  from  the  pressure  caused  by 
their  own  imprudent  proceedings — and,  certainly,  never 
was  business  more  wildly  conducted  than  for  some  lime 
after  the  establishment  of  the  bank  named,  and  in  vari- 
ous respects,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  speculations  in 
which  some  persons  were  engaged,  and  the  frauds  in 
which  others  soon  after  involved  a considerable  number 
of  our  banking  institutions.  To  all  these  things  we 
stood  resolutel}'  opposed,  and,  perhaps,  had  a degree  of 
influence,  (in  the  freedom  with  which  we  spoke  of  them), 
to  check  their  progress,  and  finally  to  restore  the  bank  to 
the  purposes  of  its  establishment — which  was  not  for  the 
benefit  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  huge  speculators,  but  to 
furnish  the  people  with  a sound  and  uniform  currency; 
and  on  that  occasion,  we  said,  “Give  me  to  live  under 
any  despotism  but  that  which  springs  from  the  command 
of  money — for  it  is  the  most  base  and  unprincipled  of 
all.”  We  thank  the  addressers  for  the  honor  conferred 
in  quoting  ns.  We  took  no  ground  then  that  we  would 
not  take  now,  in  the  existence  of  similar  circumstances; 
but  do  not  perceive  how  the  matters  stated  in  1818  can  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  real  state  of  things,  and  actual 
condition  of  the  currency,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  or  since — so  far  as  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
is  concerned.  Money  was  abundant,  and  the  bills  of 
that  bank  better  than  coin,  as  exchangeable  commo- 
dities, because  convertible  into  coin  at  the  will  and 
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pleasure  of  its  holder,  arid  prosperity  abounded;  all  the 
jjreat  pursuits  of  industry,  in  agrittulture,  manufactures, 
commerce,  and  the  meclianic  arts,  flourished — and  the 
internal  trade  and  business  of  the  whole  country  was  of 
a mighty  and  yet  “onward”  amount — and  success  in  all 
these  kept  down  the  exchanges  on  Europe  to  rates  that 
were  below  real  par,  though  the  importations  of  foreign 
goods  were  heavy.  But  how  stands  tlie  case  now?  The 
“co?nr?ja7jt/ assumed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  has  caused  so  great  a want  of  paper  redu- 
cible into  coin,  (though  coin  is  more  abundant  than  it 
was  in  years  past),  that  thei'e  is  not  enough  of  it  in  cir- 
culation to  perform  llie  ordinary  business  of  the  people, 
and  tlie  banks  hold  fast  to  the  coin  which  they  have  to 
save  themselves,  if  it  be  possible,  in  the  ruin  which 
seemingly  impends,  througli  the  loss  of  public  confidence 
and  a wide-sweeping  bankruptcy;,  and  the  demand  tor 
labor  is  immeasurably  diminished,  in  the  uncertainty  of 
a reward  for  it.  Bills  on  Europe,  too,  are  much  lower 
than  tliey  were  a few  months  ago,  being  really  nine  or 
ten  per  cent,  below  par,  not  from  the.  successful  in- 
dustry of  the  ^hnerican  people,  but  in  the  -want  of  it,  and 
the  severity  of  the  demand  for  money,  ?iot  for  new 

enterprises,  but  to  fulfil  old  engagements hence  there 

is  a depreciation  of  the  value  of  property,  and  a state  of 
embarrassment,  which  causes  some  men  (though  not  yet 
consenting  to  make  ])apcr  a “legal  tender”)  to  be  nearly 
jirepared,  in  the  desperation  of  circumstances,  to  desire 
a suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks!*  This  is 
a fearful  state  of  things,  but  not  the  most  fearful  that 
others  apprehend  v.  ill,  or  may,  ensue  before  the  close  of 
the  present  year — if  present  projects  are  persevei'ed  in. 

What  \vc  said  in  1818  we  say  still.  We  still  fear  the 
command  of  money  as  tlie  most  dangerous  of  all  des- 
jiotisms.  The  bank,  as  we  believed,  attempted  this  des- 
potism— but  failed;  and  a reformation  was  effected. 
Since  then  all  has  been  peace  and  quietness,  and  the  cur- 
rency remained  as  steady  as  it  was  possible  to  keep  it — 
for,  on  account  of  liigh  or  Ipw  prices  of  commodities,  of 
excessive  im])ortations,  and,  for  many  other  reasons, 
there  must  needs  be  occasional  contractions  and  expan- 
sions; and,  perhaps,  no  better  evidence  can  be  offered  of 
the  good  conduct  of  the  bank  than  the  good  will  of  nearly 
all  the  local  institutions,  though  rivals  in  the  business  of 
money  lending.  Yet  the  bank  had  the  “command  of  mo- 
ney”— a dangerous  command,  which  we  would  not  con- 
tinue, nor  is  it  jirobable  that  the  bank  itself  wishes  it,  to 
the  extent  given  in  the  present  charter.  But  what  is  the 
nev3  “command  of  money”  doing?  The  power  which 
laid  dormant  in  the  directors  of  the  hank,  has  been  grasped 
and  used  by  tlie  president,  “on  his  own  responsibility,” 
and  the  effect  is  the  misery  of  which  the  people  now  so 
generally  complain,  and  the  losses  which  they  are  daily 
sustaining.  The  price,  as  above  stated,  of  necessaries 
has  suddenly  fallen  from  20  to  25  per  cent,  and  many 
hundred  persons  who  were  solvent,  and,  indeed,  some  of 
them  rich,  at  this  time  last  year,  have  become  bankrupts, 
in  a presidential  exertion  in  the  “co7?i7?jan(i  of  money d’ 
The  power  to  do  this  is  that  which  was  and  ought  to  be 
feared  in  the  bank;  but  is  not  the  less  grievous  when  ex- 
ercised by  “the  government.”  The  principle  is  the  same 
—the  effect  the  same.  And  a retracing  of  false  steps,  as 
to  the  “command  of  money,”  is  just  as  necessary  now 
by  Xhe;  president,  in  our  opinion,  as  it  was  by  tlie  bank  in 
1818.  The  withdrawal  of  the  public  deposites,  with  re- 
spect to  their  amount,  is  a matter  of  small  consideration. 
The  bank  has  made  many  times  more  heavy  payments, 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  period  of 
time,  and  without  any  material  derangement  of  business, 
unless  for  a short  season;  but  it  is  the  general  want  of 
confidence  thereby  produced,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
cast  upon  the  bank  to  preserve  itself  against  the  “com- 
mand of  money”  in  the  hands  of  “the  government,” 
which  forbids  its  heretofore  confident  operations,  and 
keeps  the  local  hanks,  also,  continually  on  the  “look-oui 
for  squalls!”  Had  the  bank  been  permitted  quietly  to 
die  a natural  death,  it  is  oar  serious  belief  that  not  a 
tithe  of  the  present  evils,  or  those  which  are  expected, 
would  have  ensued;  for  the  bank,  though  not  able  to  ob- 

*Thl3,  indeed,  has  been  broadly  thrown  out,  as  to  the  enf»;iy 
Aind  banks  of  New  York— and  the  authority  of  the  legislature 
invoked  to  sustain  the  proceeding,  “to  uphold  the  presiddnt  and 
crush  the  monsterV’ 


tain  the  favor  of  the  government  in  a renewal  of  its 
charter,  would  not  have  appi  cliendcfl  the  hostility  of  “the 
government”  in  measures  adopted  to  wind  up  its  aftairs. 
it  is  the  abominable  of  this  business,  that  political 

parly  has  entered  into  tlie  consideration  of  matters  so  im- 
portant as  the  currency  of  the  country. 

We  Iiave  seen  accounts  since  our  last  publication,  of, 
we  think,  about  one  hundred  meetings  of  the  people  for 
and  against  a restoration  of  the  deposites!  Most  of  them 
w ill,  probably,  be  briefly  noticed  in  our  sketches  of  the 
proceedings  of  congress,  and  that  is  all  that  we  can  do 
with  them. 

It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that  there  has  been  one 
great  meeting  at  Albany,  at  which,  it  is  said,  that  3,000 
persons  were  present,  against  restoring  the  deposites — 
and  about  3,000  signed  a call  for  a meeting  to  adopt 
resolutions  in  favor  of  restoring  the  deposites.  [This 
meeting  has  been  held,  and  said  to  have  been  attended  by 
from  4 to  6,000  persons.] 

Monday  last  was  appointed  for  a meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Girard  bank,  of  Philadelp'uia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  propriety  of  declining  to  receive 
the  public  deposites.  This  matter  cau.sed  a mighty  ex- 
citement in  that  city,  an  immense  crowd  filled  the  streets, 
and  the  rooms  and  passages  of  the  bank  were  crammed 
with  persons,  and  great  confusion  ensued;  for  it  was  ren- 
dered impossible,  by  the  press,  tor  the  stockholders  them- 
selves to  attend  to  tlie  business  about  which  they  had  as- 
sembled. It  appears,  however,  that  each  party  to  the 
subject  passed  a set  of  resolutions — and  that  each  claims 
the  majority!  We  gather  from  the  proceedings,  how- 
ever, that  means  have  been  taken,  (by  the  party  in  favor 
of  giving  up  the  deposites),  to  ascertain  w 1th  whom  the 
majority  rests,  by  receiving  the  signatures  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

There  was  to  have  been  a general  meeting  at  Phila- 
delphia, on  Thursday  afternoon  last,  of  those  opposed  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  at  which  the  differ- 
ent classes  of  persons  and  trades,  were  to  appear  with 
their  badges  and  banners — and  the  papers  have  been  fill- 
ed with  notices  of  the  preparations  making  or  made  for 
this  assembly.  It  is  probable  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
add  a few  lines,  if  the  mail  arrives  in  season. 

The  Delaware  committee  made  a report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, with  an  account  of  their  interview  with  the 
president,  bcc.  to  a meeting  of  the  people  of  New  Castle 
county,  on  Saturday  last. 

Sales  of  170  shares  of  U.  S.  bank  slock,  at  New  York 
stock  exchange  on  Tuesday  last,  105@105^. 

There  are  many  rumors  as  to  the  substance  of  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  on  a renomination  to  the  senate 
of  certain  gentlemen  for  directors  of  the  bank.  It  is  said 
to  contain  a declaration  that  he  will  name  no  others — 
and  added,  that  an  appeal  from  the  senate  to  the  people 
will  or  may  be  made.  We  hope  this  is  a mistake.  It 
relates  to  a matter  in  which  the  senate  has  a perfectly 
concurrent  right  and  power  with  the  president — standing, 
indeed,  in  a more  lofty  position  than  the  executive  itself. 
The  nominations  of  tlie  president  generally  are,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  treated  with  the  greatest  respect;  but  so 
should  also  the  disapprovals  of  the  senate.  In  such  things 
it  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  the  latter  has  acted  on  what 
may  be  called  party  grounds.  J’or  a striking  example, 
Mr.  Henshaw,  the  collector  at  Boston,  a gentleman  re- 
markable for  his  party  zeal,  but  who  is  reported  an  ex- 
cellent officer,  received  every  vote  of  the  senate  on  his 
nomination  for  reappointment.  A majority  of  the  senate 
believes  that  tlie  late  “government  directors”  of  the  bank 
are  enemies  of  the  bank — committed,  in  fact,  to  carry  on 
a war  against  an  institution  in  which  seven  millions  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States  are  invested — and  the 
fitness  of  the  gentlemen,  surely,  the  senate  may  and 
should  he  careful  to  ascertain.  Mr.  Bayard,  though 
as  decided  a friend  of  the  administration  as  either  of  those 
renominated,  was  promptly  approved  by  the  senate;  and 
80  would  otliers,  w e presume,  if  well  known  as  opposed 
to  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  but  untrammelled 
by  former  proceedings. 
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The  legislatures  of  Jl/arya7^^/,  Virginia ‘^nd  Ohio,  have 
recently  adjourned — the  liouse  of  delegates,  of  the  for- 
mer, 38  to  36,  passed  certain  resolutions  approbatory  of 
the  removal  of  tlte  public  deposites.  IVillkini  Badger 
[“Jackson”]  has  been  elected  governor  of  JN".  Hampshire, 
without  opposition.  The  charier,  or  town  elections,  in  J\T. 
York  are  contesting  with  unusual  activity.  The  array  of 
the  contending  parties  in  Virginia  is  more  resolute  than 
it  has  been  for  many  yeai  s,  eacli  party  seems  sanguine  of 
success,  and  both  have  addressed  the  people  at  much 
length. 

The  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Tiiursday  last  coti- 
tains  the  speech  of  Mr.  ^idains,  on  presenting  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Polk's 
in  reply;  Mr.  Lincoln's  speech  on  presenting  the  memo- 
rial of  Worcester  county,  signed  by  6,2U7  of  his  fellow 
citizens,  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  bcc. 
Air.  II.  BvereCt's  when  presenting  like  resolutions  of  a 
county  meeting  held  at  Woodstock,  Vt.  and  Mr.  Tom- 
linson's, in  the  senate,  introductory  to  a memorial  of  the 
people  of  Bridgeport,  Con.  signed'  by  380  legal  voters  of 
that  town,  which  contains  but  a few  more  than  400,  in  all. 

In  ordinary  times,  all  of  these  speeches  would  have 
been  registered— -but  they  cannot  now  be,  by  us.  Air.  Polk 
undertook  to  lecture  Mr.  Adams  because  of  the  freedom 
of  his  remarks  when  commenting  upon  the  resolves  of 
Alassachusetts,  w hich  produced  from  the  latter  the  fol- 
lowing very  severe  remarks  and  quotation: 

After  Air.  P.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  requested  Mr.  Pincknetj,  of  South  Caroli- 

na, who  claimed  the  floor,  to  indulge  him  merely  to  say, 
that  he  had  no  reply  to  make  to  -Mr.  Polk;  adding,  1 
shall  never  be  disposed  to  interfere  with  any  member 
who  shall  rise  on  this  floor  and  pronounce  a panegyric 
upon  the  chief  magistrate. 

“No!  XET  the  candied  tongue  lick  absurd  pomp. 

And  crook  the  pregnant  hinges  of  the  knee, 

Where  thrift  may  follow'  fawning!” 

J.  W.  Bouldin  has  been  elected  to  congress  from  the 
Charlotte  district,  Ya.  as  the  successor  of  his  late  brother 
judge  Bouldin.  It  is  a curious  cii-cumstance,  that  his 
competitor  was  B.  Tucker,  half-brother  of  John  Ran- 
dolph, who  was  judge  Bouldin’s  predecessor  in  the  same 
seat.  This  is  the  third  election,  held  in  that  district  for 
the  same  session  of  congress.  J.  W.  B.  is  friendly  to  the 
administration,  and  against  the  bank. 

We  have  a list  of  the  United  States  custom  liouse  offi- 
cers at  New  York,  and  of  the  corporatiori  officers  of  that 
city,  with  the  amount  of  the  compensation  received  by 
each  person.  The  number  of  the  first  is  323,  the  amount 
of  their  compensation  340,000  dollars!  The  number  of 
the  second  is  171,  and,  including  the  watchmen,  719,  and 
the  amount  of  their  compensation  248,337  dollars — toge- 
ther 1,042  persons,  and  .588,337  dollars;  aiul  the  corpora- 
tion officers,  besides,  disburse  very  large  sums,  and  have 
many  hundred  persons  in  constant  employment.  When 
we  get  a table  also  of  the  state  and  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  in  that  city,  we  may  present  a view  of  the 
whole  together. 

We  are  not  “panic  makers” — but  duty  requires  us  to 
say,  there  are  strong  reports  that  two  of  the  fleposite 
banks  in  the  south  had  stopped  payment — in  one  of  which 
“the  government”  had  about  a million  of  dollars. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

March  14.  I\Ir.  Wright  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  and  also 
a memorial  on  the  same  subject  from  the  same  town,  approving 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  pronouncing  the  chartering  of 
a national  bank  unconstilntiotial,  kc. 

Mr.  Prentiss  presented  the  proceedings  and  memorial  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  towns  .and  counties  of 
the  state  of  Vermont,  disapproving  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites  and  praying  a restoration  thereof  to  tiie  bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a large  meeting 
held  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  approving  the  ac- 
tion of  the  executive  govern.ment  in  reference  to  tlje  removal  of 
the  public  deposites.  [The  matters  staled  in  the  three  preced- 
ing items,  w'ere  read, and  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed.] 


Mr.  Poindexter  reported  a bill  prescribing  the  manner  and 
time  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  a second  re.adiiig. 

Mr.  Poindexter  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to  morrow,  ask 
leave  to  inirotliice  a resolution  aulhori-ing  the  committee  on 
public  lands  kj  employ  a cleik  to  lake  down  the  tesliiiiony  of 
witnesses  summoned  to  airjiear  before  said  comiiiiitee,  touch- 
ing the  alleged  frauds  in  the  sales  of  public  lands. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  coiisideiation  of  the  special 
Older  of  the  day,  being  the  secretary  of  the  treasury’s  reasona, 
&c.  for  the  removal  of  the  depnsiie.-';  w hen 
Mr.  TaUmadge  resumed  lu.s  speech,  but  before  he  concluded, 
he  gave  way  to  a motion  to  ailjuuni — and  ihi:  senate  adjourned 
to  IMomliiy. 

March  17.  The  vice  president  submitted  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  a portion  of  liie  people  of  Sbanamlonh  county,  Vir- 
ginia, in  support  of  the  removal  of  tire  deposiie.s — whereupon 
Mr.  Tyler  ruse,  ami,  after  professing  his  williiigiiess  to  bring  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  seriate  the  .seiilimenis  and  (eeliiigs  of  any 
part  ol'  the  people  of  his  state,  hi*  spoke  in  terms  of  lofty  praise 
of  the  good  character  of  the  citizens  of  Shauandonh— but  ex- 
pressed a belief,  that,  if  the  people  oflhat  “repuhlicnn  county” 
had  had  the  same  light  on  the  subject  us  he  himself  possessed, 
there  would  not  have  been  any  difference  of  opinion  between 
them  and  himself. 

The  chair  communicated  a paper  containing  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  a meeting  of  citizens  of  York  county,  Penn- 
S3lvariia,  friends  of  the  .ndmiiiislration,  in  favor  of  the  removal 
of  the,  deposites  from  the  bank  ofiher  United  Slates,  and  against 
the  recharter  of  that  inslitiuinri;  .and,  it  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Wilkins  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance  and  printed. 

(Jl^Tliis  matter  produced  a debate  which  hasted  all  day — in 
which  a m.-ijoi  ity  of  the  senate  took  part.  We  cannot  do  more 
than  briefly  notice  its  cause,  and  shew  a few  of  the  principal 
points  made  or  referred  to. 

'J’hc  proceedings  first  mentioned  contained  several  offensive 
parts.  Of  the  nature  of  tlie  a*iper.sions  which  it  casts  upon 
members  of  congress,  some  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the 
follow’ing  extract  from  what  it  contains  concerning  one  oftiiefU. 

“One  word  in  conclusion:  Daniel  Webster,  now  a senator 
aiui  a.  chamjdon  of  the  bank  was,  at  its  creation,  a member  of 
the  house  of  representatives.  Then  the  bank  was  not  his  client) 
and  he  was  opposed  to  it.  His  unbiassed  opinion,  as  a repre- 
sentative of  the  people,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  what  he  now 
holds;  but  now  he  is  ‘concerned  for  the  bank,’  (in  legal  phraseo- 
logy), ami  no  doubt  finds  it  a good  fat  client,  as  it  has  already 
disposed  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  the  shape  of  fees. 
In  1816,  he  was  alarmed  at  tlie  dangerous  powers  such  an  in- 
stitution could  make  its  own,  and  he  raised  his  voice  for  a 
sounder  currency  than  mere  ‘promises  to  pay,’  with  nothina 
wherewith  to  fulfil  siicli  promises.  He  then  said,  ‘gold  and 
silver  currency  was  the  l.aw  of  the  land  at  home,  and  the  law  of 
the  world  abroad,  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world, 
there  could  be  no  other  currency.’  ” 

Before  presenting  the  paper,  the  vice  president  directed  the 
attention  of  Mr.  JFiiAijjs  to  the  preceding  and  other  objection- 
able passages,  and  the  latter  was  ready  to  lake  the  responsibili- 
ty of  striking  them  out,  to  w’hich  also  Mr.  McKean,  with  indif- 
ference as  to  the  subject,  assented — and  they  were  so  marked 
as  not  to  be  read  by  the  secretary  to  the  senate.  After  the  read- 
ing, Mr.  Webster  rose  amt  stated  that  lie  had  been  advised  of  the 
character  of  these  proceedings,  which  he  staled,  on  the  infor- 
mation of  persons  of  the  highest  respectability,  some  of  whom 
he  named,  had  been  issued  by  the  minority  of  the  meeting  held 
in  York,  and  Vie  offered  a protest  against  them  which  had  been 
sent  to  him;  he  also  read  a letter  from  York  which  concluded 
with  saying  “there  are  enough  administration  men  who  havd 
changed  to  revolutionize  this  sidle— if  they  will  stay  changed.’* 

After  the  names  attached  to  the  resolutions  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Presfon  asked  “how  came  this  paper  before  the  senate.^” 
The  vice  president  answered  that  he  had  received  it  in  a letter 
addressed  to  himself,  which  was  read;  and  in  explanation,  the 
vice  president  stated  the  facts  as  to  the  suppre.ssion  of  the  ex- 
ceptionable paragraphs,  a.s  biiefly  noticed  above.  Mr.  Preston 
then  asked — Did  the  chair  mean  to  state  that  the  obliteration 
took  place  after  the  paper  was  in  the  possession  of  the  senate, 
and  that  it  was  done  with  the  knowledge  of  the  vice  president? 
To  which  the  chair  assented. 

After  some  further  remarks  of  Mr.  Webster,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice  this  “miserable  statement,” 
though  for  himself  he  would  rallier  have  permitted  such  Idle 
and  ridiculous  scandal  to  have  passed  unnoticed  by  him — 

Mr.  Preston  rose,  and  warnrly  denied  the  right  of  any  person 
to  alter  or  mutilate  a petition — the  right  to  petition  being  a sa- 
cred one — and  he  protested  against  the  alteration  made  afte^ 
this  paper  was  in  tlie  custody  of  an  officer  of  that  house.  Mr» 
Wilkins  expl.'iined  the  part  that  he  had  taken  in  this  naetler.  It 
was  obvious,  he  said,  on  the  face  of  the  fact,  that  the  striking 
out  matter  which  was  individually  offensive  to  a member  of  the 
senate,  could  not  have  proceeded  from  any  improper  motivej 
and  it  did  not  change,  in  any  essential  point,  what  the  people 
of  York  had  presented:  and  he  added  that  there  was  another 
paragraph  in  the  proceedings  which  onglil  not  to  be  there.  He 
then  spoke  of  the  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  made  light  of  it,  and  concluded  by  saying — “Ab 
to  the  erasure,  it  might  have  been  unjustifiable,  as  he  had  bt- 
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fore  said,  but  it  vvaa  made  entirely  out  of  delicacy  to  the  mem- 
ber assailed.  If  this  motive  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  the 
act,  it  ought,  at  least,  to  excuse  it.” 

Mr.  Preston  replied,  and  insisted  that  the  mutilation  of  the 
paper  had  changed  its  character— and  that  it  was  wrong,  be- 
cause that  paper  was  in  the  possession  of  an  officer  of  the  house 
— individual  senators  rnig'.it  do  what  an  officer  should  not  do, 
&c.  Mr.  Clay  followed,  and  said  that  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  P. 
was  a just  one— it  was  evident  that  if  a right  existed  in  an  offi- 
cer to  make  an  erasure,  there  was  al.so  a right  of  insertion;  and 
he  asserted  that  the  paper  had  lost  its  “identity” — it  was  not  “a 
genuine  document.”  After  he  had  concluded,  the  vice  presi- 
dent stated  the  question,  “shall  the  petition  be  received.?”  and 
a long  debate  followed,  the  various  questions  raised  being  dis- 
cussed by  Messrs.  Kane,  King,  of  Geo.,  Preston,  Wright,  Leigh, 
Bibb,  Poindexter,  Manguin,  McKean,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Webster,  Forsyth,  Brown,  Sprague  and  the  chair.  'I'he  debate 
lasted  until  half  past  5 o’clock,  and  was  listened  to  by  one  of 
the  most  closely  packed  auditories  that  ever  filled  the  galleries 
of  the  senate.  Finally — the  senate  rel'usi  d to  receive  the  com 
muriication*  presented  by  the  chair,  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala.,  King,  of  Geo.,  Linn,  McKean,  Man- 
gum,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shcplcy,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  xMoore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Por- 
ter, Preston,  Robbins,  .Silsliee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster — 24. 

The  senate  then,  soon  after  adjourned. 

March  18.  After  other  proceedings — Mr.  Webster  rase  and 
presented  a protest  again.st  the  recent  measures  of  the  executive 
m the  removal  of  the  de|iosit(!s,  &c.  signed  by  6,841  voters  and 
tax  payers  of  Boston,  which  had  just  been  brought  to  the  seat 
of  the  national  governiinml  by  a most  respectable  committee. 
Mr.  W.  proceeded,  at  length,  to  shew  the  character  of  the  sign- 
ers, and  referred,  with  miici)  force  and  beauty,  to  times  tong 
past,  and  he  commented  on  the  proceeding.^  of  the  executive  at 
much  length  and  with  great  freedom.  We  can  only  make  room 
for  the  following  paragra|)h.': 

“They  thought  that  the  effect  of  the  measure  was  to  produce, 
to  augment,  the  rapidity  of  certain  tcndencie."!  which  they  be- 
lieved had  attended  the  government  for  some  years  past,  and 
that  was  the  tendency  to  increase  (rower  and  influence  in  the 
executive  hands.  They  were  of  opinion,  that  the  sub.straction 
of  the  public  revenue  from  a custody  where  it  was  under  the 
eye  of  congress — to  a custody  where  it  was  only  under  the  eye 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  was  one  great  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  that  tendency  to  increase  power.  Were  they  not 
right?  Where  were  the  public  treasures  of  the  United  States? 
No  man  in  that  senate  knew;  no  man  in  the  other  house  knew. 
The  last  time  that  the  senate  had  heard  of  them  they  were  de- 
posited in  certain  banks  not  created  or  fixed  by  its  will.  They 
might  be  changed,  for  aught  the  senate  knew,  within  the  last 
half  hour,  to  some  other  place,  which  it  knew  not.  What  was 
(said  Mr.  W.)  the  condition  of  the  treasure  six  months  ago? 
Was  it  situated  as  it  is  now?  Did  not  every  member  know 
where  the  money  was  then? — and  had  not  congress  an  account 
of  it,  and  could  see  that  it  was  all  there?  Had  congress  any 
such  right  now?  Had  that  house,  or  the  other,  the  power  to  go 
to  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  or  to  the  Manhattan  bank,  in  or- 
der to  see  that  the  money  deposited  in  those  places  was  safe? 
The  executive  had  now  the  preservation  of  the  public  treasure, 
and  congress  had  no  control  over  it. 

“It  was  a fact  not  to  be  denied,  that  every  dollar  of  the  pub- 
lic money — ordinarily  eight  or  ten  millions — between  the  mo- 
ment of  its  receipt  at  the  cu.stom  house  and  the  land  offices — 
from  the  moment  of  its  appropriation  under  (he  authority  of 
law,  was  under  the  entire,  exclu.sive  government  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury — congress  knew  not  where — congress  de- 
clared not  how.” 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Silshee  who  made  a few  remarks  on 
the  competency  of  the  signers  to  form  correct  opinions  on  the 
subjects  presented  by  them;  and  Mr.  S/iragwe,  more  at  length, 
bore  a like  testimony,  and  with  reference  to  Boston,  said — 

“It  was  from  the  same  source;  it  was  under  the  same  roof,  as 
has  been  so  well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  memorials,  protests  and  petitions,  were  transmitted 
to  the  British  parliament.  Those  memorial.^,  protests  and  peti- 
tions, denounced,  at  that  time,  an  act  of  political  power,  seizing 
their  money  without  the  consent  of  either  ihem.selves  or  their 
representatives.  The  descendants  of  those  people  come  now, 
and  protest  against  an  act  of  political  power,  aI.«o  seizing  their 
money  without  their  consent,  or  the  consent  of  their  represen- 
tatives. The  memorials,  protests  and  petitions  sent  to  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  were  contemned.  He  trusted  that  a different 
fate  awaited  those  which  were  now  sent  to  congres.s.  The 
memorialists  had  come  hither  beeau.se  they  thought  that  they 
lived,  or  ought  to  live,  under  a government  of  laws.  They  have 
come  here  with  faith  in  law,  and  in  the  national  legislature,  and 
ask  for  relief  and  for  redress. 

“It  has  been  remarked,  that  they  did  not  go  to  the  executive 
mansion,  they  did  not  pass  by  the  halls  of  congre.ss,  to  lay  their 
complaints  at  the  feet  of  the  executive.  They  believed  that  the 
executive  had  no  right  to  interfere:  and  the  manner  in  which 

*So  called  in  the  motion— as  being  the  proceedings  of  a meet 

ing. 


the  other  committees  who  had  come  hither,  were  treated  by  tbtf 
chief  magistrate,  had  prevented  them  from  exposing  themselves 
to  similar  treatment.  Their  behaviour  to  the  chief  magistrate 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  shows  that  they  know  how  to  respect  the 
official  dignitaries  of  the  county:  their  refusal  now  to  go  to  him, 
shows  that  they  know  how  to  respect  themselves.” 

The  memorial  was  then  read;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  then  rose  to  introduce  the  bill,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  which  is  as  follows: 

Ji  bill  to  continue  for  the  term  of  six  years,  the  act  entitled  “an 

act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United 

States.” 

Be  it  enacted,  4'c.  That  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,”  approved  on 
the  tenth  day  ol'  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixteen,  shall  continue  in  full  force  and  effect  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  fiom  and  alter  the  period  therein  limited  for  its  ex- 
piration, to  wit:  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six;  and  that  all  the  rights,  in- 
terest.-^, pro|)crtie3,  powers  and  privileges  secured  by  the  same 
act,  with  ill!  the  rules,  conditions,  restiictions  and  duties  theren* 
prescribed  and  imposed,  be  and  remain  alter  the  said  third  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  during  the  said  six  years,  as  if  the  said  limitation  in  the 
said  act,  had  not  been  made;  provided,  nevertheless,  that  so 
much  of  the  said  act  as  declares  that  no  other  bank  shall  be 
e.-itabli.-shcd  by  any  future  law  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  corjwration  thereby  created,  shall  not  b* 
continued  by  this  act;  but  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  congress, 
whenever  it  shall  see  fit,  to  e.-«tablish  any  other  bank,  to  come 
into  exi.'lence  and  operation  at  any  time,  on  or  after  the  fourth 
day  of  Match,  one  tltousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Sec.  2.  .Mnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  public  mo- 
neys accruing  to  the  United  States,  and  becoming  payable  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  in  places  where  the  said  bank, 
or  any  of  its  offices,  is  established,  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
batik  of  the  United  States  and  its  offices  as  heretofore;  province?. 
That,  at  any  time  after  this  act  shall  have  been  accepted,  con- 
gress may,  by  law  or  joint  resolution,  cause  such  moneys  to  be 
withdrawn  and  removed  to  any  other  custody  or  place  of  de- 
po.siles^ 

Sec.  3.  .^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  consideration  of 
the  benefits  and  privileges  conferred  by  this  act,  the  said  bank 
shall  pay  to  the  United  States  the  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  which  said  sum  shall  he  jiaid,  by  the 
said  bank,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  each  and  every  year, 
during  tiie  said  term  of  six  years. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  concress  may  provide 
by  law,  that  the  said  hank  shall  be  restrained  at  any  time  after 
the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eiglit  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  from  making,  issuing  or  keeping  in  circulation, 
any  notes  or  bills  of  said  bank,  or  any  of  its  offices,  of  a less 
sum  or  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  any  time  or  times 
wititin  the  last  three  years  of  the  existence  of  said  corporation, 
as  continued  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 
directors  to  divide  among  the  several  stockholders  thereof,  such 
portions  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation  as  they  may 
have  withdrawn  from  active  use,  and  may  judge  proper  so  to 
divide. 

Sec.  6.  .And,  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  of  congress,  heretofore  passed  and  now  in  force,  sup- 
plementary to,  or  ill  any  wise  connected  with,  the  said  original 
act  of  incorporation,  approved  on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  as  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  act,  shall  be  continued  in  full  force  and  effect 
during  the  said  six  years,  after  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six. 

Sec.  7.  .And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said  bank,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  to  signify  to  the 
president  of  the  United  States  their  acceptance,  on  behalf  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  of  the  terms  and  conditions  in 
this  act  contained,  and  if  they  shall  fail  to  do  so  on  or  before 
the  day  above  mentioned,  then  this  act  shall  cease  to  be  in 
force. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Webster  address- 
ed the  senate  at  some  length,  expounding  ilie  situation  of  the 
country,  the  opinions  of  the  committee,  and  his  own  views,  in 
the  presentation  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Leigh  rlien  gave  the  reasons  which  would  compel  him  to 
vote  against  the  prolongation  of  the  charier  of  this  bank,  or  the 
charter  of  a new  one;  at  the  same  time  he  ihnnv  out  the  idea 
that  a condition  of  things  might  be  developed  which  would 
change  both  the  views  of  the  state  of  Virginia  and  his  own,  on 
the  subject  of  the  hank. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  who  then  expressed  a desire  to 
give  some  views,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  19.  Mr.  Tomlinson  rose  and  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  merchants,  manufacturers  and  other  citizens  of  the  town 
of  Bridgeport,  in  Connecticut,  signed  by  380  voters,  again.st  the 
removal  of  the  depo.=ites.  Mr.  T.  staled  that  there  were  but 
400  legal  voters  residing  in  the  town;  and  entered  into  a very 
interesting  history  of  the  place,  and  testified  in  the  .strongest 
terms  to  the  high  character  of  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  and  memorial  of  700 
cabinet  makers,  piano  fotte  makers  and  other  mechanics  ©fthe 
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city  of  Philadelphia,  aJt>o  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
poMten. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  similar  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the 
citizens  ot  Madison  county,  Keiiiucky. 

Mr.  fVaggaman  presented  tlie  resolutions  and  memorial  ofa 
meeting  of  the  merchants  of  New  Orleans,  also  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposiles. 

Mr.  Mangum  presented  a memorial  signed  by  250  citizens  of 
Plymouth,  Nortti  Carolina,  of  a similar  character  to  the  above; 
he  slated  that  the  voters  of  the  place  were  about  450. 

All  the  above  memoiials,  resolutions,  &c.  were  read,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Prtston  reported  the  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  the  pay 
of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  army  of  the  U.  Stales, 
without  amendment.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JVebsler,  the  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  fur  the  support  of  the  army  of 
the  U.  Sutes,  fur  the  year  1834,  was  taken  up,  twice  read  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  King  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  repairs 
of  the  military  road  to  Mars  Hill,  in  Maine,  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  bill  to  continue  lor  a 
limited  time  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wright)  had  expressed  a wish  to  say  something  on  this  subject, 
and  as  the  senator  from  S.  Carolina  also  wished  to  say  some- 
thing on  it,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  thus 
give  the  other  senator  from  New  York  (Mr.  Tallmadge)  an  op- 
portunity of  continuing  his  remarks  on  the  other  special  order, 
the  removal  of  the  deposiles.  He  would  make  this  motion  now, 
at  the  same  time  giving  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  bill  at 
an  early  hour  to  morrow. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  second  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  finance,  and  the  resolutions  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Clay;  when — 

Mr.  Tallmage  resumed  his  observations  commenced  last 
week,  in  defence  of  the  removal  of  the  deposiles,  and  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  power  exercised  by  the  executive,  and  continued 
until  near  5 o’clock,  when  he  concluded. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  20.  The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  war 
department,  transmitting  copies  of  the  Army  Register  for  1834. 

Various  memorials,  petitions  and  reports,  were  presented  and 
made,  on  private  claims,  and  referred  and  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the  senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  his  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  continue,  for 
a limited  time,  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
when 

Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Leigh  successively  address- 
ed the  senate  on  the  subject,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  14.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  day  was  given 
up  to  the  consideration  of  private  or  local  business,  and  a large 
number  of  bills  for  the  relief  of  individuals  were  considered,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  or  passed. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis,  on  the 
subject  of  the  deposites,  being  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
morning — 

Mr.  Burges  resumed  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  resolution,  and  continued  to  speak  for  some  lime,  though 
in  a state  of  indisposition,  when  he  gave  way  for  a motion  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  to  to-mor- 
row. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  then  considered,  amended 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading — when  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  15.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  respect- 
ing the  public  deposites,  was  taken  up. 

The  speaker  informed  the  house  that  he  had  received  a letter 
from  Mr.  Burges,  stating  that  he  was  prevented  by  indi.sposiiion 
from  attending  the  house  to  day,  and  requesting  that  the  consi- 
deration on  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  was  post|K>ned  till  Monday. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 
The  house  proceeded  to  consider  a joint  resolution  for  the 
putchase  of  certain  books,  for  the  use  of  the  new  members,  the 
question  being  on  the  amendment  reported  from  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  for  the  purchase  of  additional  copies  of  Gales  &. 
Seaton’s  debates,  which  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  after  an  animated  debate,  which  lasted  till 
near  4 o’clock,  in  which  several  gentlemen  took  part,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  17.  The  consideration  of  the  Virginia  reso- 
lutions on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  being  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness of  the  morning,  Mr.  Pinckney,  of  S.  0.  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  Mass,  waived  his 
right,  in  order  to  allow  the  presentation  of  memorials. 

Memorials  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  were 
then  presented  by  the  following  persons: 

By  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Maine,  from  inhabitants  of  Eastport;  by 
Mr.  £va»u,  from  inhabitants  of  Liihec,  Maine;  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
fiom  nearly  7,1100  citizens  of  Boston,  all  of  them  voters  in  that 


city;  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  from  6,207  citizens  of  Worcester,  Mass.; 
by  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont,  from  delegates  from  all  the  towns 
of  Windham  coniiiy  in  that  state;  and  by  .Mr.  Jillmore,  from 
729  citizens  of  Butlaio,  New  York,  all  piaying  for  a restoration 
of  the  deposites,  which  wore  sevcially  read,  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means.  Mr. 
Adams  presented  the  rc.-iolulion.s  of  Uic  iM.-i.-tsachnsetts  legisla- 
ture, also  disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and 
applying  to  congress  (or  relief.  Un  presenting  them  Mr.  A. 
went  very  much  at  length  into  an  explanation  and  commentary 
on  the  several  resolutions,  which  he  read  in  succession,  and 
moved  that  they  be  reterred  to  a select  commillee,  and  that  his 
motion  and  the  resolutions,  for  the  present,  lie  on  the  table. 
He  withdrew  his  last  motion  at  the  request  ot 
Mr.  Polk,  who  replied  to  Mr.  A.  in  defence  of  the  adminis- 
tration. Mr.  A.  made  a brief  response. 

After  several  other  petiiilions  on  various  subjecU  had  beea 
presented  and  disposed  ol,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  18.  Mr.  Rinney  reported  a bill  to  remit  the 
duty  on  locomotive  engines  heretofore  reported,  and  to  allow 
their  future  importation  duty  free. 

Mr.  Leavitt  reported  a bill  appropriating  150,000  acres  of  land, 
in  addition  to  the  quantity  herelolore  appropriated,  for  the  sa- 
tisliiction  of  bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  R,  M.  Johnson  reported  a bill  for  the  erection  of  an  ar- 
mory on  the  western  waters. 

I'he  above  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  pre^idenl  of  the  U.  States, 
suggesting  the  expediency  of  extending  the  term  allowed  for  the 
settlement  of  the  claims  under  the  late  treaty  with  Naples; 
which  was  referred  to  the  commillee  on  foreign  relations. 

Mr.  Pinckney  obtained  leave,  and  submilled  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  documents  eommunicated  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  the  i^lallds  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  be  refer- 
red to  the  coiiimittee  on  commerce;  and  that  said  committee  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  di.scriminating  duties  referred  to 
by  the  president  in  his  message,  and  into  tlie  expediency  of 
adopting  countervailing  measure.*,  ti>r  the  pi  otection  of  Ameri- 
can merchants  and  ship  owners.  Agreed  to. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  Mr.  Mardis,  of  Alabama;  when 
Mr.  Burges  took  the  floor  and  continued  his  speecli  in  oppo- 
sition thereto,  until  one  o’clock,  when  he  suspended  his  re- 
marks; and  the  speaker  announced  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  lesoluiions  reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  house  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  same;  when 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  offer  some  observa- 
tions to  the  house,  unless  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  desir- 
ed to  speak. 

Mr.  Polk  having  signified  that  he  did  not  wish  to  speak, 

Mr;  Wilde  look  the  floor, and  offered  the  following  resolution 
as  a substitute  for  the  first  resolution  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee ofways  and  means: 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  submitted  by  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  (hr  removing  the  public  deposites  are  insufficient  and 
unsati.^lactory. 

Mr.  Wilde,  after  speaking  neatly  three  hours,  yielded  the 
floor,  without  concludiiig,  to  a motion  to  adjourn;  when,  oa 
motion  ofMr.  Williams,  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  19.  Mr.  Elisha  Whittlesey,  from  the  com- 
millee ofclaims,  reported  the  following  re.solution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  referring  all 
claims  for  buildings  burnt  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war,  because  they  were  in  the  military  occupation  of 
the  United  States,  by  an  order  of  an  officer,  or  agent  of  the 
United  States,  as  places  of  deposite,  or  as  barracks,  to  the 
third  auditor  of  the  treasury  department,  on  principles  that 
have  been  heretofore  prescribed  in  the  settlement  of  such 
claims,  and  that  they  further  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  settlement  of  all  claims  arising 
from  the  loss  of  property  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  by  contract  or  employment,  and  for  horses  lost  during 
the  late  war— also,  during  the  war  with  the  Seminole  Indian.*; 
and  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  commanded  by  Black  Hawk, 
on  such  principles  as  have  heretofore  been  ptescribed  in  such 
cases. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  explained  the  reason  why  the  commissioner  of 
claims  had  not  acted  on  these  cases,  which  was  understood  to 
be,  a limitation  as  to  time  in  the  their  presentation,  and  con- 
tended that  no  such  limitation  should  be  interposed.  The  re- 
solution was  agreed  to. 

The  hou.*e  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  ofMr.  Mardis* 
resolution  on  the  deposites,  when, 

Mr.  Rurger  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  until  1 o’clock,  when  they  were 
again  cut  short  by  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  house  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, when 

Mr.  Wilde  again  took  the  floor,  and  concluded  a very  animat- 
ed and  sarcastic  speech,  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  had 
offered  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory.  He  closed  at  half  past  three  o’clock,  when,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney  the  house  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  March  20.  Mr.  Clay  reported  a bill  authorisin';  the 
.construction  of  rail  roads  and  canals,  through  lands  of  the  Unit 
«d  States. 

After  various  other  business  of  a private  or  local  character, 
the  house  took  up  the  unfinished  business  of  the  morning, 
which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Mardis’  resolution  on  tho 
depo.sites,  when 

Mr.  Surges  once  nrore  addres.sed  the  house  in  opposition  to 
the  re.soluiion,  and  held  tlic  floor  until  the  e.xpiration  of  the 
morning  hour,  when  his  reimirks  were  suspended. 

The  house  then  proceeded  at  one  o’clock,  to  the  orders  of 
the  day,  viz:  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  coiiunitiee 
of  ways  and  mean-;  when 

Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  addressed  the 
house  at  large,  iir  opposition  to  the  resolutions  with  which  the 
report  concludes,  and  which  it  recommends  for  adoption. 

— -»®  ©©««..— 

BRITISH  KING’.S  SPEECH. 

House  of  lords,  Tuesday  February  4, 

Hi*  majesty  this  day  opened  the  sessions  of  parliament  in  per- 
son. 

At  half  past  1,  the  lord  chancellor  took  liis  seat  on  the  wool- 
sack. 

His  majesty,  attended  by  the  usual  ministers  of  state,  entered 
the  house  at  a quarter  after  2 o’clock.  His  majesty,  we  are 
happy  to  say  looked  very  well.  He  appeared  to  be  in  excellent 
health. 

The  commons  having  been  summoned,  about  200  of  them, 
headed  by  the  speaker,  immediately  presented  themselves  at 
the  bar,  when  his  majesty  proceeded  to  read,  in  a distinct  and 
audible  voice,  the  following  gracious  speech: 

My  lords  and.  gentlemen: 

‘‘In  calling  you  again  together  for  the  discharge  of  your  high 
duties,  1 rely  with  entire  confidence  on  your  zeal  .and  diligence, 
on  your  sincere  devotion  to  the  public  interests,  and  on  your 
firmness  in  supporting  on  its  ancient  fouiidation.«,  and  in  the 
Just  distribution  of  its  powers,  the  established  eonsiiiuiion  of  the 
state. 

“These  qualities  eminently  distinguished  your  labors  during 
the  last  session,  in  which  more  miineroiis  and  more  important 
questions  were  brought  under  tire  consideration  of  parliament 
than  during  any  former  period  of  a similar  duration. 

^‘Of  tlie  measures  which  have  in  consequence  received  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature,  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  import- 
ant was  the  bill  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  The  manner  in 
whicli  that  beneficent  measure  has  been  received  throughout 
fbe  British  colonies,  and  the  progress  already  made  in  carrying 
ii  into  execution  by  llie  legisiature  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  af- 
ford just  grounds  for  anticipating  tbe  happiest  results. 

“Many  other  important  subjects  will  still  eail  for  your  most 
attentive  consideration.  Tlie  reports  which  I will  order  to  be 
iaid  before  you  from  the  commissions  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  stale  of  the  municipal  corporations,  into  the  administration 
and  effects  of  the  poor  laws,  and  into  ecclesiastical  revenues 
and  patronage  in  England  and  Wales,  cannot  fail  to  afford  you 
much  useful  information,  by  which  you  will  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  the  nature  and  e.\tent  of  any  existing  defects  and 
abuses,  and  in  what  manner  the  necessary  corrections  may,  in 
due  season,  be  safely  and  beneficially  applied. 

“It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  my  policy  to  secure  to  my 
people  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  the  blessings  of  peace.  !n 
this  I have  been  much  assisted  by  the  good  understanding  wliieh 
has  been  so  happily  established  between  my  government  and 
that  of  France;  and  the  assurance  which  I receive  of  the  friend- 
ly disposition  of  the  other  powers  of  the  continent  give  mo  con- 
fidence in  the  continued  success  of  my  endeavors. 

“I  have,  however,  to  regret  that  u final  settlement  between 
Holland  and  Belgium  has  not  yet  been  effected,  and  that  the 
civil  war  in  Portugal  still  continue*.  You  may  be  assured  that  I 
ehall  be  careful  and  anxious  to  avail  myself  of  any  opportunity 
which  may  afford  me  the  means  of  assisting  the  establishment  of 
a state  of  security  .and  peace  in  countries  the  interest  of  which 
are  so  intimately  connected  with  those  of  my  dominions. 

“Upon  the  death  of  the  late  king  of  Spain  I did  not  hesitate  to 
recognize  the  accession  of  his  infant  daughter;  and  I shall  watch 
with  the  greatest  solicitude  the  progre.ss  of  events  which  may 
affect  a government,  the  peaceable  settlement  of  which  is  of 
the  first  importance  to  this  country,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
tranquility  of  Europe. 

“The  peace  of  Turkey  since  the  settlement  that  was  made 
with  Mehemet  Ali,  h.as  not  been  interrupted;  and  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  threatened  with  any  neiv  d.anger.  It  will  be  my  ob- 
ject to  prevent  any  change  in  the  relations  of  that  empire  with 
other  powers,  which  might  affect  its  future  stability  and  inde- 
pendence. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons: 

I haveAtrccied  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid 
before  you 

They  have  been  framed  with  a view  to  the  strictest  economy, 
and  to  such  reduction  as  may  not  be  injurious  to  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

I am  confident  that  I may  rely  on  your  enlightened  patriot- 
ism, and  on  the  cheerful  acquiescence  of  my  people  for  supply- 
ing the  means  which  may  he  required  to  uphold  the  honor  of 
my  crown  and  the  interest  of  my  dominions. 

The  accounts  whicli  will  be  laid  before  you  of  the  .*tate  of  the 
revenue,  as  conrpared  with  the  will  be  found  most 

saiiifactory. 


My  lords  and  gentlemen: 

“I  have  to  lament  the  continuance  of  distress  amongst  the 
proptieiors  and  occupiers  of  land,  lliongh  in  other  respects  the 
state  of  the  country,  both  as  regards  its  internal  tranquility,  and 
its  commerce  and  manufactures,  affords  llie  mo..'l  encouiaging 
prospects  of  progressive  improveinenl. 

“'i'he  acts  passed  in  this  last  session,  for  carrying  into  effect 
various  salutary  and  remedial  measures  in  Ireland,  are  now  in 
opeiaiioii;  and  fiiriher  improvements  may  he  e.\ peeled  to  result 
from  tlie  commissions  which  have  been  issued  for  oilier  import- 
ant objects  ol  iiiqiiiry. 

“I  recommend  to  yon  the  early  consideration  of  such  a final 
adjuslinent  of  the  tithes  in  that  [lart  of  the  United  Kingdom  as 
may  extiiigiiish  all  just  causes  of  complaint,  without  injury  to 
the  lights  and  properly  of  any  cl.ass  of  my  subjects;  or  to  any 
institution  in  chnrcli  or  stale. 

“The  public  tranquillity  has  been  generally  observed,  and  the 
state  of  all  the  provinces  of  Ireland  present,  upon  tbe  whole,  a 
much  more  favorable  appearance  than  at  any  period  during  the 
last  year.  But  I have  seen  with  feelings  of  deep  regret  and 
just  indignation,  the  countenance  of  attempts  to  excite,  the  peo- 
ple o(  that  country  to  demand  a repeal  of  the  legislative  union. 
This  bond  of  our  national  strength  and  safety,  I have  already 
declared  my  fixed  and  unalteralile  resolution,  under  the  tiless- 
ings  of  Providence,  to  maintain  inviolate  by  all  the  means  in 
my  power.  In  support  of  this  determination,  I cannot  doubt 
the  zealous  and  effectual  co-operation  of  iny  pailiaiueiit  and 
my  people. 

“To  the  practices  which  have  been  used  to  produce  disaffec- 
tion to  the  state,  and  mutual  distrust  and  animosity  between 
the  people  of  the  two  countries,  is  chiefly  to  be  aurihuied  to 
the  spirit  of  insubordination,  which,  though  for  the  present  in 
a great  degree  controlled  by  the  power  of  the  law,  has  been  but 
too  perceptible  in  many  instaiices. 

“To  none  more  than  to  the  deluded  instruments  thus  perni- 
ciously excited,  is  the  continuance  of  siicb  a spirit  productive 
of  the  most  ruinous  consequences,  and  the  united  and  vigorous 
exertions  of  the  loyal  and  well  affected  in  aid  of  the  govern- 
ment, are  imperiously  required  to  put  an  end  to  a system  of  ex- 
citement and  violence,  which,  while  it  coiiliniies;  is  destruc- 
tive to  the  peace  of  society,  and  if  successful,  must  inevitably 
prove  fatal  to  the  power  and  safety  of  the  United  Kingdom.” 
London,  Feb.  4.  We  have  received  by  express  the  Paris  pa- 
pers of  Sunday,  together  with  letters  from  Madrid  of  the  21st 
and  22d  ult.  The  particulars  of  M.  Dulong’s  funeral,  which 
took  place  on  Saturday,  occupy  a considerable  space  of  most 
of  the  Paris  papers.  It  appears  that  there  were  30,000  men  un- 
der arms,  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  any  movement  which 
might  have  threatened  an  emeutc. 

— — v>®@®+w.— 

THE  WEST  INDIES. 

James  McClueen  is  the  name  of  a well  known  writer  of  va- 
rious pamphlets  and  letters  in  behalf  of  the  West  India  proprie- 
tors, and  hostile  to  the  course  of  the  British  ministry  in  relation 
to  the  West  India  colonies.  One  of  his  recent  letters,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  emancipation  bill,  contains  a large  amount  of 
statistical  information  with  respect  to  the  population,  progress 
and  production  of  the  islands  belonging  to  the  several  European 
powers.  Some  of  the  items  are  interesting  to  Americans,  and 
they  are  believed  to  be,  in  the  m.ain,  acentate. 

The  island  of  Cuba  is  first  noticed.  The  whole  value  of  the 
property  in  the  island,  in  1830,  is  put  down  at  $562,191,730. 
The  exports  of  that  year  were  $49,662,000,  and  the  consump- 
tion $50,776,900.  Tile  total  imports  in*1829,  were  $14,300,000, 
of  which  $4,100,000  were  received  directly  from  the  United 
States,  and  $3,200,000  indirectly.  From  all  other  sources  the 
imports  were  $7,000,000.  From  1821  to  1830,  inclusive,  the 
United  States  received  from  Cuba  upwards  of  sixty  millions  of 
dollars  in  return  for  exports,  chiefly  of  provisions.  The  annual 
amount  of  actual  produce,  bona  fide  of  the  United  States,  taken 
by  Cuba,  is  averaged  at  $8,000,000. 

Porto  Rico  exported,  in  1830,  to  the  value  of  $3,491,805,  and 
in  1832,  $5,095,996.  About  one-half  of  the  imports  of  the  island 
are  received  through  St.  Thomas.  One- half  of  all  she  exports 
is  carried  directly  to  the  United  States.  Thirty  thousand  tons 
of  shipping  owned  in  the  United  States,  nearly  one-half  of  the 
shipping  of  the  island,  were  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  with 
this  country,  and  a large  part  of  the  remaining  half,  engaged  in 
the  trade  between  the  island  and  Spain,  also  belonged  to  Ame- 
ricans. The  revenue  of  Cuba  in  1329  was  ,$9,150,000,  and  of 
Porto  Rico  in  1832,  $1,000,000. 

Ilayti  presents  a miserable  account.  The  year  1826  is  the 
last  for  which  correct  returns  have  been  found,  and  IMr.  Mc- 
Queen presents  some  strong  evidences  of  the  decay  ofthe  island. 
Tlte  value  of  the  produce  of  the  French  part  of  the  island,  in 
1791,  was  upwards  of£7,000,000  sterling.  In  1826  it  did  not  ex- 
ceed £ 1 ,000,000  for  the  whole  island.  In  1789  the  trade  em- 
ployed 1,700  vessels,  or  287,800  tons;  in  1822  only  947  vessels,  or 
162,693  tons  of  every  description  and  from  all  nations.  Two- 
thirds  ofthe  whole  were  from  the  United  Stales.  The  popula- 
tion in  1790  was  about  750,000;  in  l62o  it  was  a little  more  than 
420,000.  [Balt. 

— —»e 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

March  5th,  18.34. 

At  a meetin'i  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  day.  Mr.  Eyre, 
from  the  committee  oit  the  offices,  presented  the  following’  re- 
port, which  was  read. 
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REPORT. 

The  committee  on  the  offices  iiaving  now  ascertained  by  an 
experience  of  several  montlis,  the  progress  of  the  reductions  in 
the  business  of  the  bank  ordered  by  the  board  on  tlie  8lh  of  Oc- 
tober last,  avail  themselves  of  the  monthly  returns  of  the  bank 
and  all  its  offices,  made  up  for  the  month  of  March,  to  present 
a statement  of  those  reductions. 

The  design  of  the  board  in  directing  them  was  to  protect  the 
institution,  and  to  provide  the  nteans  of  paying  the  deposites  o( 
the  government,  so  ns  to  press  with  as  little  injury  as  possible 
on  the  community.  How  far  that  purpose  has  been  accomplish- 
ed, will  be  seen  from  the  Ibllowing  detailed  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  loans,  deposites,  specie  and  circulation  of  the 
bank,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1533,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1834. 


1833. 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 

1834. 

January  1 
February  1 
March  1 
1833. 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 


Discounts. 
42,226,275  42 
41,052,813  94 
38,780,567  49 

38,609,069  46 
37,544,252  82 
37,381,131  86 
Public  deposites. 
9,868,435  58 
8,232,311  18 
5,162,260  63 


Domestic  bills. 
17,867,927  51 
16,147,790  44 
15,672,537  18 

16,302,392  24 
17,098,720  82 
18,786,698  00 
Private  deposites. 
8,008,862  78 
7,285,041  88 
6,827,173  10 


Total 
60,094,202  93 
57,210,604  38 
54,453,104  67 

54,911,461  70 
54,824,973  64 
56,167,829  86 
Total. 

17,877,298  36 
15,517,.353  06 
11,989,433  73 


1834. 
January  1 
February  1 
March  1 

1833. 
October  1 
November  1 
December  1 

1834. 

January  1 
February  1 
March  1 


4,230,509  63 
3,066,561  72 
2,604,233  62 


Specie. 
10,663,441  51 
10,342,160  46 
9,818,529  25 


6,734,866  06 
6,715,312  60 
7,343,129  92 


10,965,375  69 
9,781,874  32 
9,947,363  54 
Circulation. 
19,128,189  57 
18,518,000  57 
18,650,912  90 


10,031,237  72  19.208,379  90 

10,523,385  69  19,260,472  90 

10,385,430  15  18,523,189  00 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  from  the  1st  of 
October  to  the  1st  of  March,  the  total  reduction  in  the  line  of 
local  discounts  was  4,845,143  56 

While  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  domestic 
bills  of  918,770  49 


Making  the  total  reduction  of  loans  3,925,373  07 

During  the  same  period  the  reduction  of  the  public  deposites 
was  7,284,201  96 

And  of  the  private  deposites  685,732  86 


Making  a total  reduction  of  deposites  of  7,929,934  82 

During  the  same  time  the  specie  of  the  bank  has  diminished 

278,002  36 

And  the  circulation  of  the  bank  605,000  57 

The  comparison  of  the  two  periods  will  be  more  obvious  from 
the  following  tabular  statement: 


October  1, 1833 
March  1,  1834 


October  1, 1833 
March  1,  1834 


Loans. 
60,094,202  93 
56,157,829  86 

3,926,373  07 
Circulation. 

19.128.189  57 

18.523.189  00 


605,000  57  278,002  36 

The  general  result  of  the  operations  of  the  bankduiing  the 
last  five  inontliB  has  been — 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  loans  has  not  been,  by  upwards 
of  four  millions  of  dollars,  as  great  os  the  reduction  of  depo»iies; 
and 

2d.  That  the  witlidrawal  of  nearly  eight  millions  of  dollars  of 
those  funds  on  which  the  bank  had  based  its  accommodations 
to  the  community,  has  not  yet  been  followed  by  a reduction  of 
accommodation  equal  to  one-half  the  amount  of  funds  with- 
drawn. 

3d.  Thai  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  March,  the  in- 
crease in  the  Hue  of  domestic  bills  amounted  to  nearly  two  mil- 
lions and  a half  of  dollars. 

4th.  That  during  the  same  period  there  has  been  an  actual 
increase  in  the  total  loans  of  the  bank  of  1,256,368  dollars  16 
cents. 

The  committee  cannot  regret  the  smallness  of  this  reduction 
during  the  last  five  months,  nor  even  the  actual  iiicrea.se  of  its 
loans  since  the  1st  of  January;  because  both  liave  arisen  from 
the  strong  desire  of  the  bank  to  give  every  relief  to  the  commu- 
nity consistent  with  its  own  safety.  Riu  they  cannot  forbear  to 
expres.A  their  deliberate  conviction  that  these  reductions  are 
much  less  than  are  required  for  its  security  during  the  present 
unsettled  state  of  the  currency;  that  it  has'now  bpcome  tire  du- 
ty of  the  bank,  gently  but  steadily,  to  diminish  the  amount  of 
the  claims  upon  it  by  continuing  to  lessen  its  business. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Newkirk,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  as  much  misapprehension  appears  to  exist 
throughout  the  country  in  regard  lo  the  reduction  of  the  loans 
of  the  b.ank  since  the  removal  of  the  government  deposites,  the 
foregoing  report  be  published  for  general  information. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 


DANK  COMMITTEE  AND  MU.  TANEY. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  March  11. 

We  copy  from  the  Chronicle  of  yesterday  morning,  the  fol- 
lowing card,  giving  one  side  of  the  account  of  the  conversation 
between  tlic  committee  of  the  inemorialisis  in  favor  of  the  bank 
and  Mr.  Taney. 

TO  TUE  PUBLIC. 

Our  attention  having  been  directed  on  Monday,  the  10th  in- 
stant, to  an  editorial  article  in  the  Washington  Globe  of  that 
morning — we,  the  same  day,  addressed  tlie  annexed  note  to  Mr. 
Taney,  and  not  having  heard  from  liiin,  it  becomes  our  duty  u> 
the  community,  as  well  as  lo  ourselves,  e.xplicitly  to  repeat, 
ibal  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Taney  and  us,  was  correctly 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  comiimice. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 

G.  BROWN. 

J.  W.  PATTERSON. 

Baltimore,  12tA  March,  1834. 

Baltimore,  \0lh  March,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  (Mr.  Gaither  being  absent)  the  members  of 
the  Baliimore  committee,  wlio  had  tlie  interview  with  you,  and 
responsible  for  that  part  of  the  report  made  at  a public  meeting 
on  the  5Hi  inst.  having  seen  by  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  that 
the  editor  of  that  paper  asserts  that  be  has  your  authority  for 
saying  that  that  part  of  the  report  which  refers  to  our  conversa- 
tion with  you  is  a misreprescnlalioii,  we  deem  it  ncces.eary  to 
ask  of  you  whether  the  editor  had  your  authority  for  his  asser- 
tion. We  are  respectfully  yours, 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 

GEO.  BROWN. 

J.  W.  PATTERSON. 

To  R.  B.  Taney,  esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Washington. 

It  strikes  us  that  the  committee  were  rather  hasty  in  [inblish- 
ing  this  letter.  It  tvas  written,  it  seenns,  on  the  lOtli  instant, 
and  could  not  have  been  received  by  Mr. Taney  before  the  llih. 
Had  lie  been  entirely  disengaged,  he  could  not  have  answered 
it  before  the  12lii.  But  wiiii  the  multifarious  duties  he  has  to 
perform,  it  was  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they  should  lie 
laid  aside  lo  attend  immediately  to  such  a matter.  And  yet, 
because  the  answer  was  not  received  by  the  return  mail,  they 
seem  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  none  was  lo  be  expected. 

It  is  a trite  saj'ing  that  one  story  is  good  until  another  is  told. 
And  here  follows  the  answer.  The  public  have  now  the  whole 
matter  before  them,  and  will  decide  according  to  the  evidence 
of  ibe  case. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Republican. 

March  13,  1834. 

Sir — T transmit  lo  you  for  publication  a letter  which  I receiv- 
ed the  day  before  yesterday  from  Mr. 'iSmey.  Understanding 
yesterday  that  a portion  of  the  committee  tliat  recently  visited 
Washington,  hail  addressed  a note  to  him  in  relation  to  an  edi- 
torial paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Globe,  1 bad  deieriniii- 
ed  not  to  publish  the  letter  at  piesent;  but  the  card  of  Me.-=srs. 
Crawford;  Brown  and  Pallerson,  in  the  Chronicle  of  this  morn- 
ing, appears  to  me  to  render  its  publication  proper.  I therefore 
avail  myself  of  the  authority  which  the  letter  gives,  ami  desire 
you  lo  insert  it  in  to  inoirow’s  Republican,  wiili  the  request 
that  the  editors  of  other  papers  who  may  have  publi.-hed  iim 
card  of  those  gentlemen,  will  republish  from  tiie  Repuldirnn  Mr. 
Taney’s  letter.  Very  lespecllully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  ti.  HEATH. 

Washington,  March  10,  1834. 

My  DEAR  SIR-  I have  rend  with  much  surprise  the  report 
made  by  the  comrniuee  to  the  meeting  at  Monument  Square, 
in  the  city  of  Ealtimore,  on  the  5lh  instant.  I’he  report  does 
me  great  injustice,  and  does  not  present  the  opinions  which  I 
expressed  to  Uie  members  of  the  committee  with  wboin  I con  - 
versed. 

1 must  begin  by  observing  that  Mr.  Birckhend,  Mr.  Sliaw,  Mr. 
Gialiam  and  Mr.  Howell,  whose  names  aie  signed  to  the  report 
were  not  present  at  any  part  of  the  conversation,  and  can  have 
no  pf  r.-=onal  knowledge  of  any  thing  that  was  said.  I did  not 
see  either  of  them  while  they  were  in  Wa.shingion.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson came  in  near  the  close  of  the  interview,  and  was  in  the 
room  bill  a few  minutes. 

The  only  persons  who  were  present  tbroughont  the  conver- 
sation were  Messrs.  Brown,  Crawford  and  Gaither.  My  ac- 
quaintance with  the  two  latter  was  a very  slight  one.  But  cir- 
cumstances had  often  brought  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  together 
while  I lived  in  Baltimore,  and  we  had,  for  several  years  past, 
been  on  terms  of  familiar  and  friendly  acquaintance.  He  intro- 
duced the  conversation  soon  after  they  came  into  the  room  by 
giving  me  to  understand  that  they  had  called  on  mens  mcinbers 
of  the  committee,  and  that  they  wished  a free  and  friendly  con- 
versation with  me,  not  only  in  my  official  character,  but  a.s  a 
citizen  of  Baltimore,  and  as  one  who  could  not  be  iriditrerent  to 
the  welfare  of  a community  of  which  I had  so  long  been  a mem  - 
her.  It  never  entered  my  mind  that  a cotiversation  so  inviK>d 
by  Mr.  Brown  was  designed  for  publication;  much  less  that  de- 
lached  expressions  were  to  be  selected  separnting  them  from 
the  connecting  observation.s,  so  as  to  create  an  impression  en- 
tirely difierent  from  the  one  I intended  to  convey. 

The  common  principles  of  fair  dealing  between  man  and  man 
would  seem  to  require  that  when  such  a design  was  entertain- 
ed, I should  have  been  warned  of  the  intention,  in  order  that 
others  might  be  present  lo  bear  what  passed,  as  well  us  the  per- 
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t>oHS,  who,  it  now  seems,  were  secretly  awailini;  some  phrase 
or  expression  wliich  tlicy  might  note  down  and  publish  to  do 
me  injury. 

Tlie  conversation  was  chiefly  carried  on  between  iMr.  Brown 
and  myself.  Tlie  olliers  occasionally  took  part  in  it.  He  re- 
probated the  conduct  of  »hc  bank  of  the  United  Slates  in  strong 
terms.  He  said  that  it  had  abu.«ed  its  powers  by  wilfully  op- 
pressing the  coniinunity,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  rechartered 
on  any  icinis.  He  adniilied  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be 
restored,  and  that  the  restoration  would  not’ relieve  the  pressure 
whicJi  he  stated  to  exist.  But  he  and  the  other  persons  present 
with  him  drew  a strong  picture  of  the  distress  in  Baltimore,  and 
represented  that  the  commercial  community  there  was  in  dan- 
ger of  general  bankruptcy  unless  sometliing  was  done  by  the  go- 
vermnenl  to  relieve  it.  His  plan  of  relief  was  a new  bank,  and 
he  left  with  me  a draught  of  his  project.  He  urged  me  to  con- 
sider it,  saying  it  was  the  plan  of  one  of  my  friends,  in  whom 
he  knew  I had  much  confidence.  But  he  did  not  name  him. 

In  reply  to  these  statements  I told  them  that  I was  opposed 
to  the  recharter  of  the  present  bank  on  any  terms — at)d  that  if 
it  succeeded  in  it.s  present  attempt  to  co<;rce  the  renewal  of  it.s 
charter,  the  governmeiit  of  the  country  would,  in  effect,  be  sur- 
rendered into  the  hands  of  a money  coi  poraiion — that  I was 
op|)Osed  to  any  bank  of  the  United  State.-;,  and  believed  such  an 
institution  wholly  unnecessary — that  the  state  batik.-;,  1 had  no 
doubt,  were  fully  competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents 
— and  that  notwithstanding  the  efforts  to  embarrass  their  opera- 
tions and  to  discredit  them,  I had  found  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
on  the  operations  of  the  treasury,  and  placing  money  wherever 
it  was  needed  for  public  use — and  that  I was  satisfied  they 
would  be  able  to  afford  ail  the  facilities  iii  the  domestic  ex- 
changes which  the  interest  of  the  country  required,  and  upon 
terms  as  favorable  as  any  bank  of  the  United  States — that  the 
pressure,  of  which  they  had  spoken,  had  been  designedly  creal 
ed  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  tire  purpose  of  compel- 
ling the  people  to  yield  to  the  deutands  of  the  bank — but  it  was 
greatly  aggravated  by  the  panic  which  had  been  got  up  to  aid 
the  bank  in  its  attempts  to  bring  distress  and  ruin  on  the  coun- 
try—that  the  newspapers  in  the  commercial  cities,  which  were 
anderstood  to  belong  to  the  bank,  or  to  be  under  its  control, 
had  teemed,  for  months  past,  with  grouirdless  reports  of  fai- 
lures, and  bairkruptcies,  and  predictions  of  the  approaching 
ruin  of  the  mercantile  community,  and  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  by  the  state  banks— that  the  merchants  themselves 
had,  by  their  own  conduct,  and  meetings,  and  resolutions,  and 
deputations  to  Washington,  contributed  greatly  to  increase  the 
excitement  and  alarm,  and  by  that  means  disabled  the  state 
banks  from  loaning  as  freely  as  they  would  otherwise  have  done 
— that  if  the  mercantile  community  of  a commercial  city  chose 
to  proclaim  itself  on  the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  every  body  would 
naiurully  believe  them,  and  be  unwilling  to  trust  them,  and  that 
embarrassment  and  distress  would  unavoidably  follow  the  de- 
struction of  credit. 

That  if  they  expected  to  drive  the  administration  from  its 
course  by  such  measures  they  were  mistaken,  that  the  govern- 
ment  was  not  responsible  for  evils  which  merchants,  or  any 
other  class  of  individuals  voluntarily  brought  on  thern.selves  for 
political  parly  purposes;  and  it  could  not  be  expected  to  change 
its  course  on  that  account.  And  if  by  persisting  in  fostering 
the  alarm  they  had  excited,  and  increasing  tlie  panic,  they 
should  produce  the  general  ruin  which  they  said  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  city,  it  would  not  change  the  measures  of  the  admi- 
nistration— that  the  evil  would  be  the  work  of  their  own  hands 
for  whioh  the  government  was  in  no  degree  re.«pop.sible;  that  it 
ivas  in  their  own  power  to  produce  or  avert  it,  and  they  could 
not  justly  charge,  upon  the  government,  the  evils  which  they 
themselves  showld  voluntarily  occasion. 

r do  not  profess  to  give  you  the  whole  conversation  between 
US  wliieh  lasted  itiore  than  half  an  liour.  But  I give  the  opi- 
nions distinctly  staled  by  mo,  to  which  the  passages  mentioned 
in  the  report,  (ifl  used  such  expressions)  must  have  had  refer- 
ence. 

I cannot  undertake  to  say  whether  I d id  or  did  not  use  the  words 
imputed  to  me.  But,  if  they  were  used,  they  were  applied  to 
tlve geaeral  ruin  which  the  mercantile  community  should  wil- 
fully bring  oa  itself  by  oreatiug  a panic  for  party  pu  rposes.  The 
committee  have  reported  my  language,  as  ifl  had  expressed  a 
cold  and  callous  indifference  to  the  sufferings  of  Baltimore. 
Nothing  could  be  more  unjust.  I was  endeavoring  to  impress 
upon  them  the  folly  of  co  operating  with  the  bank  in  exciting 
an  alarm  for  political  objects,  and  ruining  the  credit  of  their 
whole  community  to  five  political  power  to  the  bank.  I wished 
to  satisfy  them,  that  wliile  it  endangered  the  happiness  and  com- 
fort of  innumerable  industrious  and  valuable  citizens,  it  would 
fail  to  produce  the  political  object  it  was  intended  to  accomplish. 

To  you,  my  dear  sir,  this  explanation  is,  I know,  unnecessa- 
ry. You  have  often  heard  me  express  my  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  at  once  see  the  unjustifiable  use  made  by  the 
committee,  of  certain  expressions,  which  they  say  I used.  But 
I am  not  willing  to  be  misrepresented  to  the  people  of  Balti- 
luorc.  And  in  a community  in  which  I lived  so  long,  and 
where  -my  principles,  feelings  and  opinions  are  so  well  known, 
I ti  u>tthat  not  even  the  sanction  of  the  names  attacln-d  to  tlie 
report  can  persuade  the  people  that  I c«Hild  express  that  heart 
less  indiffereiice  to  their  sufferings  which  this  report  impulc.s 
to  me. 

As  I have  already  said  four  of  those  wirose  names  are  siiriied 
fc)  the  report  never  heard  a word  of  the  conversation  alluded 


to,  and  f did  not  even  see  llrem  while  they  were  in  Washing- 
ton, and  one  of  the  others  heard  but  a small  portion  of  it.  And 
without  meaning  any  disrespect  to  others,  I inu.';i  say  tiiat  I am 
as  well  known  to  the  people  of  Baltimore,  a.-;  the  four  gen  lie- 
men  who  were  present  at  the  conversation,  and  I am  willing  to 
leave  it  to  the  cumiiiunity  in  which  we  have  all  lived,  to  de- 
cide from  their  knowledge  of  us,  whether  more  sympathy 
would  be  likely  to  be  felt  for  the  suflerings  of  onr  cilizcms  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Patterson,  Mr.  George  Brown,  Mr.  George  R.  Gai- 
ther and  Mr.  Win.  Crawford,  jr.  than  by  myself— and  whether 
either  of  these  four  gentlemen  would  be  expected  or  disposed 
to  make  greater  personal  sacrifices  to  alleviate  and  relieve  them 
than  I would. 

I commit  this  letter  to  your  friendship  and  discretion.  Use 
it  as  you  think  right  to  vindicate  me  from  the  unjust  imputa- 
tions contained  in  the  report. 

I am,  dear  sir,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your  friend  and 
obedient  servant,  K.  B.  TANEY. 

Vjiton  S.  Heath,  esq.  Baltimore. 

P.  S.  I have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  give  more  of  my 
conversation  with  the  conimittee,  than  was  required  to  vindi- 
cale  myself  against  .an  imputation  calculated  to  do  me  personal 
injury  with  the  citizens  of  Baltimore.  But  it  must  not  be  under- 
stood that  I admit  that  my  opinions  are  given  in  the  report 
with  ordinary  fairness  in  other  respects.  On  the  contrary,  the 
conversation  is  garbled  by  the  comimtlce  in  such  a manner,  as 
to  misrepresent  me  most  grossly  in  other  instances,  in  which 
they  profess  to  give  the  opinions  I expressed  to  them. 

R.  B.  TANEY. 

From  the  Baltimore  Patriot  of  March  18. 

A CARD. 

It  is  vvitli  regret  I find  myself  compelled  to  appear  before  the 
public,  to  shew  the  injustice  done  me  in  the  letter  of  R.  B.  Ta- 
ney, esq.  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  date  of  the  lOih  inst. 
addressed  to  U.  S.  Heath,  esq.  and  published  in  the  Baltimore 
Republican  of  the  18th  inst. 

Mr.  Taney  says,  that  I “reprobated  the  conduct  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  in  strong  terms,  said  that  it  had  abused  its 
power  by  wilfully  oppressing  the  community,  and  tliat  it  ought 
not  to  be  rcclurtered  on  any  terms,  that  I admitted  the  depo- 
sites ought  not  to  be  restored,  and  that  the  restoration  would 
not  relieve  the  pressure.” 

How  he  could  have  so  entirely  misunderstood  my  expressions 
in  regard  to  the  bank,  I cannot  conceive,  never  having  enter- 
tained them;  such  a view  expressed  by  me  would  have  been 
completely  at  variance  with  the  object  of  my  visit  to  Washing- 
ton; and  with  the  sentiments  I still  entertain.  Mr.  'J’ancy 
would  he  correct  in  saying,  that  I admitted  there  were  objec- 
tions to  the  present  bank  cliarter,  and  I admit  that  I also  said  it 
might  be  questionable,  whether  it  would  be  prudent  to  direct 
the  immediate  cltange  of  the  public  money  now  deposited  in 
the  stale  banks;  but  I gave  it  as  my  decided  opinion,  that  if  the 
public  revenue  were  in  future  deposited  in  the  United  States 
bank,  it  would  restore  confidence  and  relieve  the  public  dis- 
tress. The  views  I intended  to  convey  were  decidedly  in  favor 
of  a renewal  of  the  present  bank,  or  the  establishment  of  a new 
bank  with  a modified  charier,  and  I left  with  Mr.  Young,  his 
chief  clerk,  an  outline  of  such  a bank  as  would,  in  my  opinion, 
remove  many  of  the  objections  now  entertained  against  a na- 
tional bank,  and  requested  him  at  his  leisure  to  look  at  it. 

For  the  correctness  of  tliis  statement,  I confidently  appeal  to 
the  other  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the  time  and  heard 
the  whole  conversation.  In  concluding  these  remarks,  I need 
scarcely  add,  that  nothing  was  stated  in  the  report  as  regarded 
Mr.  Taney,  but  wliat  was  deemed  necessary  to  show  his  decid- 
ed determination  against  the  object  of  the  mission,  and  that  his 
views  were  no  further  detailed  than  were  considered  necessary 
to  the  discharge  of  a public  duly.  GEO.  BROWN. 

Baltimore,  March  18,  1834. 

In  corroboration  of  the  correctness  of  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Brown,  and  as  a proof  that  he  never  could  have  expressed 
hiniselfas  represented  by  Mr.  Taney,  we  also  publish  the  letter 
of  Mr.  B.  as  president  of  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Baltimore,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  U.  S.  bank; 
which  must  satisfy  every  one  that  Mr.  B.  never  did  approve  of 
the  removal,  and  never  could  have  expressed  himself  in  the 
terms  expressed  by  Mr.  Taney. 

Mechanics'  bank  of  Baltimore,  Slst  July,  1833. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of30lh,  stating  that  you  have  been  appoint- 
to  confer  with  such  slate  banks  as  you  may  think  proper,  in  re- 
lation to  the  future  deposite  and  distribution  of  the  public  reve- 
nue,and  inquiring  whether  this  bank  is  desirous  of  undertaking 
tlie  business  of  the  government  as  now  transacted  by  the  branch 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  has  been  submitted  to  our  board  of 
directors. 

T am  instructed  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that,  although  grati- 
fied at  being  considered  worthy  of  so  high  and  important  a trust, 
we  are  unwilling  to  assume  it. 

Onr  capital  is  not  large,  and  we  find  that  all  onr  means  and 
resources  are  actively  and  profitably  occupied.  We  arc  appre- 
lien.sivft  that  the  facilities  and  accommodations  which  govern- 
ment will  require  in  the  prompt  payment  and  tran-smission  to 
different  quarters  of  large  sums,  &.c.  &.c.  conid  not  always  he 
afforded  by  a stale  bank,  without  much  embarrassment  and 
difficulty.  I am,  very  rcspectfnilv,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  BROWN,  presH. 

Amos  Kendall,  esq. 
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MR.  McKIM  AND  THE  COMMITTEE. 

From  the  Baltimore  Republican  of  March  17. 

TO  MY  FELLOW  CITIZENS  OF  THE  5tH  CONGRESSIONAL  DISTRICT. 

The  great  principle  upon  which  every  rcpresenlalive  in  this 
free  government  is  bound  to  his  consiitiients  by  a responsibility 
to  them,  for  the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  the  integrity  of  his 
public  course  (directed  by  their  interests  and  itislruclion)  brings 
your  representative  before  you,  for  justification  or  condemna- 
tion of  that  course,  under  circumstances  of  unusual  provocation 
Riid  necessity. 

It  must  be  known  to  all  of  yon,  that  I have  been  wantonly 
assailed  by  a committee  opposed  to  the  present  administration 
«rihe  government  deputed  in  a great  part,  from  a neighboring 
congressional  •diotriet,  and  that  at  a public  meeting  convened 
without  the  tirnits  of  tny  <fistrici,  upon  the  report  of  this  same 
committee,  without  even  the  means  or  opportunity  of  a hearing 
on  the  part  of  myself  or  friends,  that  meeting  has  pronounced 
me  subservient-  and  unfit  to  be  the  representative  of  a free  and 
enlightened  people.  This  denunciation  it  will  readily  be  per- 
eeKnxL,  aifiTects  you  as  well  as  myself,  and  if  they  generously 
concede  to  you,  the  same  measure  of  light  and  freedom  of  which 
they  boast  themselves,  it  will  foKow  that,  I am  not  worthy  of 
the  high  relations  in  which  I am  placed  to  you,  and  that  the 
judgment  pronounced  on  me  is  just,  provided  the  facts  and  pre- 
mises upon  which  they  are  based  are  true;  and  here  yoti  have 
precisely  the  issue  between  these  gentlemen  and  myself,  as  it  is 
my  intention  to  show  to  you,  that  where  they  even  stated  any 
thing  that  approached  the  truth,  they  have  managed  to  distort 
ft,  and  that  in  other  instanees,  they  have  stated  what  is  entirely 
tinfoH'aded. 

In  this  appeal  of  necessity  and  self-defence  on  my  part,  I 
make  no  claim  upon  your  known  generosity.  I appeal  xo  a loftier 
and  more  moral  feeling— your  sense  of  justice;  aud  upon  the 
stfitement  of  facts  I shall  now  lay  before  you,  compared  with 
•their  own  report  upon  tire  subject,  decide,  between  these  gen- 
tlemen and  your  representative.  I was  elected  by  you,  a.s  a 
friend  of  the  admirustration  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  as  an  oppo- 
Jierrt  of  the  cxi.sting  bank  of  the  United  .States.  It  cannot  be 
assumed,  that  this  was  unknown  to  a«yof those  gentlemen.  It 
must  likewise  be  borne  in  mind,  that  I hud  the  strongest  indi- 
cation of  the  seniiuieiUs  of  the  people  by  the  vote  of  a meeting 
in  my  district,  convened  without  regard  of  party,  approving  the 
course  of  the  administration  in  the  removal  of  Hie  deposites 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  All  this  was  matter  of 
publicity  in  Baltimore;  none  of  the  committee  were  ignorant  of 
it;  and  the  first  intimation  I had  of  their  arrival  in  Washington 
was  through  Mr.  John  B.  Howell,  who  with  his  friend  Mr.-SheJ- 
lon,  from  Cuba,  on  Monday  evening  the  10th  February,  called 
•to  see  me  at  my  room,  Gadsby’s  hotel,  and  were  received  in  the 
TooiB  in  which  tlve  ladies  of  my  family  and  myself  were.  After 
the  ustiail  .salutations  and  inquiries,  1 asked  Mr.  Howell,  if  the 
coiumiflee  from  Baltimore  had  arrived:  he  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative and  said,  that  he  wished  to  confer  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  presenting  the  memorial.  I told  him,  that  as  the 
greater  portion  of  the  signers  to  the  memorial  resided  in  the 
district  represented  by  Mr.  Heath,  it  might  be  deemed  improper 
on  my  part  to  present  it,  particularly  as  I understood  that  Mr. 
Heath  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  memorialists  and  would 
support  them,  and  that  as  I believed  a majority  of  my  constitu- 
iCivts  were  opposed  to  the  bank,  I could  not  give  it  my  support; 
yet,  if  the  committee  of  which  he  was  a member,  wished  me  to 
present  the  memorial,  I should  certainly  do  so;  that  I should 
feel  it  my  duty  to  s.ay  to  the  house,  on  presenting  the  memorial, 
that  the  signers  were  respectable  and  incapable  of  stating  any 
thing,  but  what  they  believed  to  be  true;  that  I could  not  in  dis- 
charging what  I considered  to  be  my  duty,  give  the  memorial 
iny  support.  At  this  Mr.  Howell  seemed  to  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised, under  an  impression,  on  his  part,  that  my  mind  had  not 
been  made  up  on  the  subject  submitted  iiy  the  memorial.  J re- 
minded him  then,  that  my  election  had  taken  place  after  the 
order  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  by  a majority  of 
those  opposed,  as  I believed,  to  the  bank,  that  I therefore  con- 
sidered myself  bound  to  carry  the  will  and  wishes  of  my  con 
stituents  into  effect;  that  I .should  he  a traitor  to  them,  if,  hav- 
ing bern  elected  to  support  Hie  president  and  his  administration, 

I could  abandon  the  solemn  pledges  I gave  to  do  so;  and  I did 
intimate,  perhaps  warmly  too,  that  I would  risk  my  life  and  for- 
tune rather  than  betray  Hie  trust  which  they  had  delegated  to 
me.  These  are,  I am  sure, the  sentiments  expressed  at  that 
lime.  Mr.  Howell  being  an  old  friend  and  neighbor,  I invited 
him  and  his  friend  Mr.  Shelton  (who  was  present,  and  as  I pre- 
sume heard  the  couversationi,  to  dine  with  me  the  next  day; 
which  invitation  they  accepted,  and  took  their  leave. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  February  11th,  at  10  o’clock,  captain 
Graham,  the  only  member  of  the  committee  from  the  district  1 
represent, called  at  ray  room,  I received  liim  as  an  old  acquaint- 
ance and  townsman,  and  invited  him  to  join  Mr.  Howell  at  din- 
ner, which  he  declined.  He  took  occasion  to  say  to  me,  that 
a great  many  of  those  who  had  voted  lor  me  had  signed  the  me- 
morial. In  reply  I reminded  him  of  the  large  meeting  which 
had  taken  place  at  White  hall  at  which  resolutions  had  been 
adopted  against  the  bank,  and  in  support  of  the  administration 
in  its  course  with  regard  to  ihe  deposites.  He  appeared  to  re- 
gard this  meeting  as  of  little  importance.  I do  not  recollect 
that  capt.  Graham  said  a vvqrd  about  presenting  the  memorial. 
Being  myself  under  engagement  to  meet  the  committee  of  ways 
and  lueuiiis  that  uioruiug,  at  10  o’clock,  cajit.  Graham  left  me. 


At  that  moment  Mr.  Hugh  Birckhe.id,  another  of  the  com- 
mittee came  into  my  room,  said  his  visit  was  intended  for  the 
ladies,  and  while  1 remained  with  him,  not  a word  wa.s  said 
about  presenting  the  memorial.  I also  requested  Mr.  Birckhead 
to  dine  with  me  that  day,  but  he  said  he  was  under  a prior  en- 
gagement. I then  went  to  the  committee  room,  and  immedi- 
ately afterwards  into  the  hou.se. 

Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Shelien,  dined  with  me  agreeably  to  ap- 
pointment, and  I trust  that  I shall  be  excused  from  relating  the 
conversation  that  passed  at  dinner.  I am  quite  sure  however, 
Hint  there  was  nothing  said  about  the  memorial.  Mr.  Howell 
and  iMr.  Shelton  having  expressed  a desire  to  wait  on  Hie  pre- 
sident, 10  o’clock  Wednesday  morning  was  appointed,  and  I 
was  to  introduce  them.. 

As  during  rny  absence  in  the  morning,  the  committee  had 
left  their  caid,  for  rue,  I deemed  it  proper,  as  n mark  of  respect, 
to  return  the  call,  on  the  same  day.  I did  so  in  the  evening, 
and  on  calling  at  their  room,  I found  Mr.  Crawford,  the  chair- 
man of  the  commltlee.  This  was  the  first  time  1 had  seen 
him,  since  his  ariival  in  Wa.sl)ington.  Mr.  Patterson  and  capf. 
Graham,  of  Hie  committee,  were  in  the  rmnn,  and  gen.  Cham- 
bers and  Mr.  Maxey.as  visiters.  The  rest  of  the  commiiiee  were 
absent.  General  Ciiamhcrs  and  Mr.  Maxey  soon  took  leave, 
when  I had  some  general  conversation  with  Mr.  Crawford,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  present,  about  the  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket—but  not  a word  to  my  recollection  was  said  by  the  chairman 
about  presenting  the  memorial.  Some  other  visiters  to  the  com- 
mitteee  then  came  in,  as  also  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Gaither  and  Mr. 
Shaw,  members  of  the  committee.  To  the  two  last  named  gen- 
Hemen,  I was  introduced,  and  with  them,  I conversed  separate- 
ly on  the  subject  of  the  bank  and  the  pressure  in  the  money 
market,  but  1 do  not  recollect  a word  being  said  about  present- 
ing the  memorial.  After  remaining  about  an  hour,  1 took  my 
leave. 

The  next  morning,  Wednesday,  12th  February,  about  11 
o’clock,  1 went  with  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Shelton  to  the  presi- 
denl’.“,  and  after  paying  our  respects  there,  we  visited  the  vice 
president,  and  then  went  to  the  secretary  of  state’s  office.  Dur- 
ing this  ride,  a variety  of  free  and  familiar  conversation  passed, 
and  we  returned  to  Mr.  Gadsby’s.  This  terminated  all  the  in- 
tercourse I had  with  any  members  of  the  committee,  from  their 
arrival  until  their  departure  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  February, 
about  2 o’clock.  I have  no  recollection  of  having  mentioned 
the  name  of  Mr.  Bibh  in  any  manner,  to  any  member  of  the 
committee,  and  shall  for  the  present,  content  myself  icilh  a posi- 
tive denial  of  that  assertion. 

This  is  the  history,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  of  what 
took  place  between  the  committee  and  myself,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  and  upon  which,  they  liave  felt  themselves  au- 
thorised in  making  the  report,  which  denounces  me  as  sub- 
servient, and  unfit  for  the  station  in  which  yon  have  placed  me. 

I have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  facts  before  you  at  the 
first  moment  my  official  duties  permitted  in  my  own  name,  lest 
my  silence  might  be  construed  into  an  admission  of  the  correct- 
ness of  any  part  of  that  report  which  relates  to  myself.  Of  the 
justice  and  propriety  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  public  will  now  be  able  to  judge.  I have  only  to 
add,  that  I utterly  deny  having  said  any  thing  to  any  member  of 
the  committee  which  could  warrant  them  to  infer  for  a mo- 
ment, that  I was  willing  to  surrender  my  own  opinions  and  in- 
dependence, or  violate  my  duty  as  a representative,  under  the 
influence  of  official  power,  or  to  subserve  any  political  or  party 
purpose  whatsoever — and  to  those  who  know  how  little  I could 
gain  by  such  a course,  and  what  I must  lose,  it  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  make  this  denial.  For  what  purpose  then,  some  of 
those  gentlemen  upon  the  list,  with  whom  I never  exchanged  a 
word  upon  the  subject  of  their  mission,  have  by  their  names 
sanctioned  these  misrepresentations  of  me,  1 leave  to  others  ta 
infer,  and  to  their  sense  of  honor  to  approve  if  they  can — my  ob 
jecl  has  been  to  discharge  my  duty  according  to  my  own  sense 
of  what  is  right,  and  best  calculated  to  promote  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  my  immediate  constituents  and  that,  regardless 
of  consequences  to  myself.  This  was  what  I meant  to  impress 
on  those  of  the  committee  with  whom  I conversed  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  without  some  design  to  injure  me,  I could  not  have  been 
otherwise  represented.  It  may  be  proper  in  conclusion  to  say, 
that  however  these  conversations  may  have  been  regarded  by 
the  members  of  the  committee  with  whom  they  were  held, 
garbled  and  di.siorted  as  they  have  been,  I never  for  my  own 
part  considered  any  of  them  official,  and  if  the  use  that  has 
been  made  of  them  is  conformable  to  the  moral  and  social  code 
of  rliis  committee,  I am  not  yet  prepared  to  become  a convert 
to  the  system.  IS.AAC  McKIM. 

Bnllimore,  15th  March,  1834. 

P.  S.  The  editors  of  papers  who  have  published  the  report 
and  proceedings  of  the  committee,  will  please  publish  this. 

— ■ 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

REPORT  or  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  COM.MITTEE  OF  WATS  AND 
means,  SUBMITTED  BY  MR.  BINNEY. 

House  of  representatives,  March  4,  1834. 

The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  committee  of  wa3's  and  means, 
to  which  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, communicating  to  the  house  his  reasons  for  removing 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  several  momorials  upon  the  same  subject,  sub- 
mit the  following  reasons  for  not  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  majority  of  that  committee: 
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The  removal  of  the  public  deposiies  from  the  bank  of  tiie  U. 
States  is  an  act  upon  wliicli  the  jud^'ment  of  the  couniry  has 
now  irrevocably  passed.  The  reasotis  have  been  investi2[aied 
in  both  houses  of  congress,  and  by  tlie  public  press,  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  may  be  lairly  deemed  impraclicable  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  arguments  by  which  they  are  either  refuted  or 
sustained;  but  being  most  thoroughly  convinced  tliat  the  act 
of  removal  was  wholly  imlefeiisible,  without  color  of  probable 
cause,  a violation  of  tlie  bank  charter,  an  inroad  upon  the  pro- 
perty and  security  of  the  citizens,  and  upon  the  rights  of  the 
legislative  department,  the  undersigned  deem  it  their  duty  to  sub 
niit  such  a statement  as  will  record  their  personal  opinion  upon 
the  subject. 

I.  The  power  of  removing  the  public  deposites  is  granted  or 
reserved  by  the  16th  section  of  the  bank  charter,  to  be  exercised 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  reasons  to  be  communicat- 
ed to  congress.  This  power  is  not  absolute  or  unconditional, 
in  regard  either  to  the  bank  or  to  the  couniry.  Absolute  and 
unconditional  power  does  not  reside  in  any  department  of  go- 
vernment. Congress  hold  their  own  power  under  the  condition 
of  conforming  to  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  re- 
straints of  limitations  contained  or  prescribed  in  the  constitu- 
tion. They  cannot  grant  an  absolute  and  unconditional  power 
to  any  officer  of  government  for  any  purpose  of  government. 
The  broadest  discretion  they  can  give,  must  be  subject  to  the 
implied  condition  of  being  exercised  in  conformity  with  the 
constitution,  the  laws,  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice.  Above  all,  they  cannot,  in  the  absence 
of  express  declaration,  be  presumed  to  have  given  an  uncon- 
ditional power  to  an  officer  of  government  to  affect  rights  and 
privileges  conferred  or  sanctioned  by  law. 

Congress  have  trot  granted  to  the  secretay  of  the  treasury  any 
power  over  the  public  deposites  that  is  inconsistent  with  these 
principles.  The  grant  or  reservation  of  power  in  the  16th  sec- 
tion of  the  charier  is  qualified  by  the  express  provision  that  the 
reasons  for  its  exercise  shall  be  immediately  reported  to  con- 
gress, and  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  concerns  all  who  may 
be  affected  by  the  actj  that  is  to  say,  the  bank,  congress  and  the 
people  especially,  who  are  vitally  interested  in  every  act  that 
invades  a legal  or  constitutional  right. 

The  charier  is  a contract  between  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  and  the  United  Slates,  and  all  its  clauses  must  receive 
such  an  interpretation  as  is  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
contract.  The  Uiiiled  States  contracted  to  allow  to  the  bank 
the  benefit  of  receiving  and  holding  the  public  moneys,  unless 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should,  at  any  time,  see  fit  to  order 
otherwise;  in  which  case  he  should  immediately  lay  before 
congress  tlie  reasons  of  such  order  and  decision.  “In  considcra 
tion  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  this  act,” 
the  bank  contracted  to  pay,  and  did  pay  to  the  United  Slates 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  also  engaged  to 
perform,  and  has  performed  for  sevenleen  years,  important 
duties,  in  exoneration  of  the  treasury,  at  an  expense  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  more.  The  custody  of  the  public  de- 
pnsites  is  not  only  a benefit,  but,  next  to  the  power  of  exclusive 
banking,  it  is  the  principle  benefitconferred  bytheact.  Itis  con- 
trary to  every  sound  rule  of  interpretation  that  has  ever  hereto- 
fore been  applied  to  a contract,  or  to  a law  regulating  a con- 
tract, that  a power  like  the  secretary’s,  to  suspend  tlie  enjoy- 
ment of  a right,  for  reasons  to  be  communicated  forthwith  to 
congress,  should  be  deemed  an  absolute  and  unconditional 
power  as  it  regards  the  bank.  The  minority  reject  this  doc- 
trine as  utterly  irreconcilable  with  justice  or  with  law,  with 
reason,  whether  natural  or  technical,  with  the  meaning  of  the 
charter,  or  with  the  faith  ol  the  nation. 

Various  suggestions  are  made  to  sustain  the  position  that  the 
exercise  of  the  secretary’s  power,  whether  for  good  reasons,  or 
for  no  reasons  at  all,  determines  the  right  of  the  bank  to  the  de- 
posites, and  leaves  the  nation  free  from  all  reproach  of  violated 
faith. 

It  is  said  that  he  is  authorised  to  act,  before  he  gives  his  rea- 
sons to  congress;  and  his  act,  therefore,  has  validity,  whatever 
may  be  his  reasons.  The  efficacy  of  liis  act  to  remove  the  de- 
posites is  not  the  question.  Whether  his  reasons  be  good  or 
bad,  his  order  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  respected;  but  if  he 
is  bound  to  have  good  reasons,  and  his  reasons  have  not  been 
good,  the  subsequent  communication  of  them  will  show  that 
his  act  was  unjust  at  the  time;  and  if  congress  do  not  rescind  it, 
they  will  sanction  the  injustice.  There  are  innumerable  in- 
stances in  which  an  order,  right  or  wrong,  must  be  respected 
when  it  is  given;  yet  when  it  is  subsequently  shown  to  have 
been  wrong,  the  injustice  is  declared,  and  the  aggressor  punish- 
ed. 

It  is  further  said  that  the  bank  has  paid  nothing  for  the  use  of 
the  deposites,  and  therefore  has  no  right  to  them  that  may  not 
be  revoked  at  pleasure,  and  that  the  bonus  and  other  expendi- 
tures in  the  public  behalf  have  been  paid  by  the  bank  for  the 
privilege  of  exclusive  banking,  and  for  the  benefit  of  having 
thejr  notes  received  in  all  payments  to  the  United  Slates.  If 
the  deposites  be  a benefit,  (and  of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt), 
the  20th  section  of  the  charter  shows  that  the  bonus  was  given 
for  that  benefit  as  much  as  for  any  other.  The  language  of  the 
section  is  general.  The  payment  is  “in  consideration  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred  by  the  act,”  and  this 
is  one  of  them.  Whether  the  receipt  of  the  notes  in  public 
payments  is  really  a benefit  to  the  hank,  has  been  much  doubt- 
«d.  That  it  is  a benefit  at  ail  comparable  to  that  of  having  the 


deposites,  cannot  be  maintained.  The  obligali<m  of  the  United 
Stales  to  receive  these  notes  was  nbsolnl*-  anil  unlimited  in  the 
charter  ofthe  first  bank,  which  did  not  pay  any  bonus  at  all;  and 
in  the  present  charter,  for  which  a large  honu.-,  was  paid,  the  en- 
gagement to  receive  them  is  suiijeel  to  the  pleasuie  of  congress. 
The  great  difference  in  htnefu  of  the  resjieclivc  charters  ofthe 
two  hanks  i.s,  that  in  the  first  there  was  no  siipulaiion  for  the 
public  deposites,  and  the  bank  paid  nothing  lor  its  charier; 
wiiereas,  in  tlie  present  cliarler,  the  case  is  otherwise  in  both 
particnhirs. 

Anoilier  suggestion  to  show  that  the  power  of  the  secretary 
over  the  depo.'iles  is  absolute  and  iincondilionai,  is,  ibal  the 
power  of  congress  to  repeal  the  guaranty  of  the  notes  is  so. 
'I’he  difference  between  tlic  cases  is,  that  lire  secretary  must 
have  reasons  for  his  direction,  as  the  16th  section  expressly 
declares,  whereas  llie  14ih  section,  in  regard  to  the  notes, 
makes  no  such  qualification  of  the  powers  of  congress. 

It  is  again  said  that  the  power  given  to  the  secretary  by  the 
16tli  section  is  iiis  old,  or  former  power,  which  was  absolute 
and  nncoiidiiional  as  it  regarded  every  depository  with  whom 
the  public  money  was  placed,  and  tlierefore  the  present  power 
must  he  the  same.  If  the  power  given  by  the  16th  section  is 
the  old  power,  itio  house  is  possessed  of  the  secretary’s  opinion 
as  to  the  extent  of  it.  The  language  of  tlie  secretary’s  letter  is 
as  follows:  “The  treasury  department  being  intrusted  with  the 
administration  of  the  finances  ofthe  country,  it  was  always  the 
duty  of  the  secretary,  in  the  absence  of  any  legislative  provi- 
sion on  the  subject,  to  take  care  that  the  public  money  was  de- 
posited in  safe  keeping,  in  the  hands  of  faithful  agents,  and  in 
convenient  places,  ready  to  be  applied  according  to  the  wants  of 
the  government.  The  law  incorporating  the  hank  has  reserved 
to  him,  in  the  fullest  extent,  the  power  he  before  possessed. 

It  does  not  confer  upon  him  any  new  power,  but  rcserve.s  to 
him  his  former  anlliority  without  any  new  limitation.”  It  is 
unnecessary  to  dispute  the  position  that  tlie  power  in  the  16ih 
section  is  the  old  power  in  this  sense;  for  me  power  in  the  16th 
section  is  not  only  admitted,  hut  asserted  to  go  to  the  very  extent 
which  the  secretary  claims  for  the  old  power,  and  no  fnrtlier, 
namely,  to  the  extent  that  the  safety  of  the  deposites,  and  their 
distribution  in  convenient  places,  require.  Such  a power  is  ob 
viously  neither  ahsolnte  nor  unconditional.  But  independent 
of  this  definition  of  liis  own  power  by  the  secretary,  it  seems 
to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  committee  that  the  present 
power  is  to  be  applied  to  divest  a right,  whereas  the  former 
power  was  exercised  over  the  possession  of  depositories  who 
iiad  no  right  whatever.  Tlie  control  of  the  treasury  department 
over  the  public  moneys,  until  the  cliarler  of  the  present  bank, 
was  universally  a question  between  tlie  treasury  and  congress; 
it  is  now  a question  between  the  bank  and  congress. 

It  is  finally  said  that  the  power  of  the  secretary  is  absolute 
and  unconditional,  because  congress  have  given  to  him  their 
whole  power,  reserving  none  whatever  to  themselves  to  touch 
the  deposites  until  he  .'^hall  have  restored  their  power  to  them. 
Tliis  argiiiheiit  hegs  the  question  in  dispute.  The  secretary 
supposes  himself  to  be  an  indepmideiit  judge  in  this  matter, 
wiiereas  the  minority  suppose  that  he  is  merely  the  agent  of 
congress.  liis  power  in  the  premises  is  a part  of  their  pow'er 
intrusted  to  him  as  their  representative.  Though  he  may  use 
it  for  sufficient  reasons,  congres.s  may  use  it  al.so  for  the  same 
reasons.  The  restraint  upon  the  exercise  of  liis  power  is  im- 
posed by  the  right  of  the  bank,  and  this  is  all  the  restraint  that 
is  imposed  upon  the  right  of  congress.  If  the  bank  has  no 
right,  as  the  committee  appear  to  assert,  upon  what  ground  can 
the  right  of  congress  he  deniedi’  If  the  power  re.served  to  the 
secretary,  by  the  16ih  section,  is  neither  more  nor  less  tlsari  the 
old  power,  how  is  it  possible  to  deny  the  right  ofcongress  to  con- 
trol the  deposites,  under  the  charter,  ifeongress  had  any  right  to 
control  them  before  the  charter.^  It  is  worthy  of  deep  refiectioii, 
that  the  argument  put  forward  by  the  coinmillee,  to  sustain  the 
secretary’s  reasoning,  lias  carried  them  to  the  extent  of  assert- 
ing that  congress  abandoned  the  public  treasure  to  the  secretary 
and  the  bank  beyond  the  possibility  of  recall. 

Upon  this  head  the  minority  state  their  opinion  to  the  house, 
that  the  power  of  the  secretary  over  the  deposites  in  the  bank 
depends  for  its  just  exercise  upon  the  existence  of  adequate 
causes;  that  the  bank  had  a direct  and  immediate  interest  in 
them,  and  is  entitled  to  an  impartial  decision  upon  them;  that 
an  unjust  decision  upon  them  will  be  a violation  of  the  charter, 
and  a stain  upon  the  public  faith;  and  that  the  secretary’s  po- 
sition, that  his  power  is  absolute  and  unconditional  in  regard 
to  the  bank,  is  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power,  instead 
of  a just  interpretation  of  that  whicli  lias  been  given. 

II.  In  the  execution  of  this  power,  tlie  secretary  was  the 
agent  of  congress,  and  not  of  the  president.  He  derived  the 
power  from  congress;  he  is  to  report  his  reasons  for  using  it  to 
congress.  The  act  of  the  secretary  in  removing  tlie  diqiosiica 
is  neither  actua,tly.  nor  by  construction,  the  act  of  the  president, 
nor  are  the  reasons  of  the  president  a satisfaction,  either  in  ef- 
fect or  form,  of  the  requisition  on  the  secretary  to  report  his 
reasons.  The  exercise  of  this  power  affects  the  public  treasure 
which  congress  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  That  treasure  is  the  treasure  ofthe  people,  the  custody 
and  control  of  vvliicb  belongs  to  the  legislature  and  to  the  agents 
of  the  legislature.  The  custody  of  the  legislature  is  exclusive 
of  the  e.xeculive  department.  The  custody  of  the  bank,  a.s  the 
agent  of  the  legislattire,  is  equally  axelusive.  The  power  of  the 
secretary  is,  in  like  manner,  exclusive.  The  cliief  executive 
magistrate  has  no  constitutional  authority  to  raise  revcnii;:,  or 
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to  take  it  into  liis  official  possession  when  raised,  or  to  direct 
who  shall  possess  it,  or  to  inteifere  wiilt  a direction  or  authority 
in  this  behalf,  proceeding  Iroin  congress,  any  more  than  he  pos- 
sesses authority  to  direct  by  whom  tin;  public  money  shall  ho 
used  and  consumed.  The  secretary  cannot  he  relieved  from 
the  duty  ol  accounting  to  coiigre.s.-  by  any  order  of  the  president; 
nor  can  the  le.tsoim  of  the  president  lie  imposed  upon  him  as  a 
guide,  nor  he  offered  to  congre.-'s  as  an  excuse.  Tlie  discretion 
which  is  given  by  the  charter,  is  given  to  the  secretary  alone. 

The  order  of  removal  mu.st  come  directly  from  the  secretary; 
and  if  it  came  from  the  president  alone,  it  would  be  null  and 
void. 

The  power  of  the  president  to  remove  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  is  no  reason  for  holding  that  the  secretary  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  president  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  con- 
ferred by  the  charter.  The  president  may  remove  the  secretary 
whether  he  performs  or  does  not  perform  his  doty.  'I'lie  legal 
power  to  do  it  is  as  perfect  in  the  one  case  as  the  other.  The 
mere  existence  of  the  power  does  not  consequently  imply  the 
riglit  of  direction  or  control.  Tlie  constitutional  duty  of  the 
president,  to  see  tnat  the  laws  are  faithlully  ext  culi  d,  requires 
him  to  see  tliatan  officer  to  whom  the  law  confides  a discretion 
is  permitted  fairly  to  exercise  it.  A law  which  confers  a di.scre- 
tion  upon  one  officer,  is  violated,  instead  of  being  faithfully 
executed,  by  compelling  him  to  submit  to  the  discretion  of 
another  officer,  it  the  president  has  in  this  matter,  diiectly  or 
indirectly,  controlled  tlie  discretion  of  the  secretary,  the  law  has 
not  been  faithfully  executed,  and  his  act  has  been  a violation 
both  of  the  law  and  of  the  constitution. 

111.  The  only  adequate  cause  for  removing  the  public  depo- 
posiies,  must  be  a cause  affecting  the  safety  of  the  public  mo- 
neys iti  the  bank,  or  their  distribution  for  the  public  service. 
Such  a cause  alone  directly  concerns  the  subject  upon  which 
the  power  is  to  be  exercised.  It  is  the  only  cause  of  which  the 
functions  of  his  office  and  his  relations  to  the  batik  authorise 
and  enable  the  secretary  to  judge,  and  which  is  of  such  a nature 
as  to  require  immediate  action  without  a previous  reference  to 
congress.  It  is  the  only  cause  which  would  justly  deprive  the 
bank  of  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  after  having  paid  for  it. 

It  is  the  only  cause  which  congress  could  safely  submit  to  the 
discretion  of  the  treasury,  without  abandoning  to  that  officer 
the  whole  scheme  of  public  policy  in  regard  to  a national  bank. 

1.  A cause  that  does  not  directly  concern  the  subject  upon 
which  the  pow<;r  is  to  be  exercised,  must  regard  the  public  mo- 
neys as  an  instrument,  and  not  as  an  object  of  the  power.  To 
comprehend  such  a cause,  the  charter  must  he  construed  to 
give  the  secretary  an  unlimited  choice  of  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys;  for  as  none  are 
pointed  out  by  the  charter  but  those  of  mere  custody  and  trans- 
fer, the  instant  that  these  cease  to  be  only  objects  of  the  power, 
we  are  without  any  limitation.  Whether  the  purpose  of  the  se- 
cretary be  local  orgeneral,  whether  it  be  to  make  money  dear  or 
cheap,  to  regulate  or  disturb  exchanges,  to  promote  or  retard 
public  works,  to  increase  or  dimini.sh  the  amount  of  bank  dis- 
counts, to  excite  or  counteract  political  movements,  each  and 
all  of  these  objects  must  be  within  the  discretion  of  the  secretary, 
if  any  of  them  are. 

2.  That  the  secretary  should  be  entrusted  with  a power  ne- 

cessary to  protect  the  treasury  itself,  or  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  it,  is  reasonable.  If  the  public  moneys  are  exposed  to  dan- 
ger, he  must  first  perceive  its  approach,  and  would  be  best  able 
to  measure  its  extent.  lie  also,  from  his  official  position,  must 
know  the  direction  which  public  engagements  require  to  be 
given  to  the  means  of  satisfying  them.  'The  power,  which 
either  danger  or  the  public  credit  makes  necessary,  is  one  that 
does  not  admit  of  delay,  whether  congress  be  in  session  oi  not. 
The  action  required,  to  be  efTectual,  must  he  in  some  cases  in- 
stantaneous. 'The  grant  or  reservation  of  such  a power  to  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  was  necessary  and  proper.  But  if  the 
public  moneys  were  to  be  made  an  instrument  for  afiecting  an 
ulterior  object,  no  reason  can  be  imagined  why  the  power  of 
using  them  should  be  given  to  the  secret.ary  rather  than  to  the 
president,  or  why  it  should  be  given  to  either  instead  of  being 
left  to  the  action  of  congress.  That  nothing  but  the  safety  and 
distribution  of  the  national  treasure  were  the  lawful  objects  of 
the  secretary’s  power,  is  conclusively  shown  by  the  circum- 
stance that  the  “act  to  establish  the  treasury  department,”  the 
very  moment  that  the  secretary  gave  the  order  not  to  make  the 
depositee  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  placed  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  trea.«urer,  who  could  lawfully  make  no  disposition 
of  them,  but  to  keep  them  securely,  to  be  disbursed  according  to 
law.  A removal  of  the  deposites  for  any  purpose,  except  to 
place  them  in  this  custody,  would  he  not  only  a violation  of  the 
riglits  of  the  bank,  but  of  the  functions  of  the  treasurer  as  creat- 
ed by  law.  ^ 

The  minority  are  aware  that  an  elaborate  inquiry  into  the 
history  and  practice  of  the  treasury  depart tnent  has  been  made 
by  the  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  position 
that  ihe  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  the  right,  not  only  to  su- 
perintend the  collection  of  the  revenue,  but  to  direct  in  whose 
hands  it  shall  be  placed  after  it  has  been  collected,  and  for 
what  purposes  it  shall  be  placed  there.  The  minority  do  not 
entertain  the  opinion  that  the  inquiry  has  sustained  the  position 
of  the  committee.  It  ought  to  be.a  sufficient  objection  to  it, 
that  it  gives  to  the  secretary  a power  which  Ihe  iaw  does  not 
give  him.  The  secretary’s  a.ssertcd  power  is  both  without  law 
and  against  law.  It  is  .a  further  ohjection  to  it,  that  most  of 
the  precedents  of  treasury  practice  referred  to,  are  directions 


affecting  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  which,  by  law,  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  secretary.  The  acts  of  gen.  Humil- 
lon,  the  fir.-it  secretary  ol  the  treasury.are  all  of  this  description; 
they  prove  nothing  H»  the  purpose.  Orders  to  collectors  to  place 
the  duty  bonds  in  particular  banks  lor  collection,  are  strictly 
wiiliiii  the  legal  aullinrity  of  the  secretary.  More  must  be 
shown,  to  make  any  of  the  piecedcnts  conclusive  on  the  point 
for  which  they  are  cited,  namely,  the  existence  ol  a treasury 
practice.  But  if  the  practice  were,  in  point  of  fact,  established, 
no  instance  has  been  produced,  in  which  the  law  has  sanction- 
ed it. 

The  language  of  the  16th  sec.  of  the  present  charter  expressly 
confines  the  power  of  the  secretary  to  the  making  of  an  order,  or 
direction,  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  shall  not  be 
made  in  that  bank;  and  does  not  give  him  authority  to  direct 
where  they  shall  be  made,  or  recognise  such  an  authority  as  ex- 
isting in  him.  It  does  not  authorise  him  to  remove  the  deposites 
already  made  there,  or  to  select  another  place  of  deposite.  He  is 
to  Older  or  direct  that  they  shall  not  be  made  there,  and  this  order 
is  not  to  be  executed  by  himself,  but  by  those  to  whom  the  ge- 
iieial  law  gives  the  custody  of  the  treasure,  when  the  place 
selected  by  congress  is  repudiated  by  the  secretary.  Nothing 
can  aflord  a stronger  argument  against  the  asserted  authority  of 
the  secretary  to  direct  ill  what  place  the  public  depojites  shall 
be  made,  than  the  omission  to  describe  his  power  as  that  o|  or- 
dering or  directing  them  to  be  made  in  some  other  place  or  places. 
Until  the  law  shall  give  the  power  to  the  secretary,  which  it 
probably  never  will  do,  without  regulating  its  exercise  so  as 
to  make  it  consistent  with  the  |)Ublic  safely,  tlie  minority  iniist 
be  understood  as  wholly  denying  the  efficacy  of  any  practice 
whatever  to  give  it,  in  violation  of  the  plain  provisions  of  the 
act  of  1789. 

But  if  the  treasury  practice  was  known  to  congress,  what  fol- 
lows? What  is  the  import  of  the  provision  in  the  charter,  that 
the  public  moneys  shall  be  deposited  in  the  bank,  except  that 
the  practice  was  thought  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  public 
moneys,  and  therefore  was  to  be  abolished,  unless  where  that 
salcty  itself  required  a change  of  the  place  of  deposite?  'I’he 
question  under  censideration  is,  whether  any  thing  but  the  safe- 
ty of  those  moneys,  and  their  due  distribution,  authorised  the 
order:  and  it  is  an  extraoidinary  mode  of  proving  the  secreta- 
ry’s power,  to  show  a former  practice  to  that  effect,  before  the 
charier  was  granted,  and  which  the  charter  provision  effectual- 
ly opposed. 

3.  The  removal  of  the  deposites  must  have  been  regarded  by 
the  congress  which  gave  the  charter  as  a certain  los.s  to  the 
bank.  'I'he  bank  wms  to  pay  for  them,  and  to  be  at  liberty  to 
employ  them  according  to  the  usage  and  practice  of  banks;  hold- 
ing itself  ready  to  pay,  on  demand,  witatever  should  be  requir- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  appropriations  bylaw.  'J'lie  advantage  of 
possessing  them  was  great,  and  the  disadvantage  of  losing  them, 
after  paying  for  the  possession,  was  greater.  If  they  w’cre  to  be 
removed  on  account  of  their  insecurity,  or  for  any  breach  of 
contract  by  the  bank,  or  to  place  them  where  the  bank  could 
not  herself  distribute  them,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  why  no  provi- 
sion is  made  for  an  indemnity  to  the  bank;  but  if  they  might  be 
removed  for  other  causes,  particularly  if  removed  to  promote 
other  interests,  at  the  expense  of  the  bank,  indemnity  would 
have  been  provided,  because  it  would  incontestably  be  due. 

4.  The  decisive  reasons,  how'ever,  against  allowing  the  se- 
cretary to  oi-der  the  removal  for  any  other  cause,  is  that  the 
grant  of  such  a discretion  abandons  the  bank,  as  well  as  the 
country,  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea.siiry,  and  gives  him  a sw'ay 
over  the  nation,  which  belongs  to  no  other  than  the  legislative 
department. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  entire  removal  of  the  deposites 
is  fatal  to  the  bank  as  a national  bank.  Instead  of  being  the 
bank  of  the  nation,  the  nation,  by  depositing  its  treasure  else- 
where. adopts  other  banks,  and  sets  them  up  in  oppo.sition. 
'This  is  the  certain  and  undeniable  effect  of  the  secretary’s  act; 
and  if  he  had  power  to  do  this,  he  had  power  to  repeal  the  bank 
charter.  If,  indeed,  the  bank  had  disqualified  herself  for  her 
duties,  by  insolvency  or  infidelity,  the  removal  of  the  depo.sites, 
to  secure  their  safety,  could  only  be  considered  as  a renuncia- 
tion of  the  bank,  after  the  hank  had  renounced  the  nation;  but 
a removal  for  other  causes,  how'ever  honest  or  good  they  may 
be,  can  only  be  regarded  .as  a removal  to  destroy  the  bank. 

As  to  the  suggestion,  upon  w'hich  the  committee  appear  to 
place  some  reliance,  that  safety  cannot  be  the  only  reason,  be- 
cause, in  ca.ee  of  danger,  the  removal  could  not  be  effected,  if  it 
proves  any  thine,  it  proves  that  safety  cannot  have  been  even 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  power,  because  it  was  an  unattainable 
object;  and  then  it  proves  too  much. 

A cause,  then,  which  neither  concerns  the  safety  .and  due 
transfer  of  Ihe  public  moneys;  nor  is  w’ithin  the  cognizance  of 
the  secretary’s  office;  nor  furnishes  a moral  justification  for  de- 
priving the  bank  of  a benefit  which  it  has  purchased  and  paid 
for;  nor  can  be  confided  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  an 
inilividiinl,  without  surrendering  to  him  Ihe  established  policy 
of  the  nation,  cannot  be  such  a cause  as  justifies  the  secretary 
in  ordering  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  because  it  can- 
not be  maintained  that  congress  meant  to  give  him  a discretion 
to  such  an  extent. 

IV.  The  secretary’s  communication  admits  that  the  public 
moneys  were  safe  in  the  bank,  and  that  in  the  transfer  of  them 
from  place  to  place,  and  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  to  the 
trc.asury,  which  the  law  requires,  there  was  no  ground  of  com- 
plaint whatever  against  the  bank.  These  facts  are  admitted, 
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because,  in  a communication  which  accumulates  all  the  rea- 
sons which  have  governed  the  secretary,  there  is  no  suggestion 
of  danger  to  the  public  moneys,  or  of  infidelity  in  the  transfer  of 
them. 

V.  The  causes  which  the  secretary  has  assigned  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  might,  tliereloie,  if  the  preceding  propo- 
sitions are  true,  be  generally  rejected  as  insufficient  and  illegal, 
since  they  do  not  come  within  the  only  descrijiiion  of  causes 
which  the  minority  hold  to  be  adequate.  They  are,  however 
deemed  to  be  particularly  and  specially  inadequate,  and  most 
of  them  for  reasons  which  are  independent  ol  any  of  the  preced- 
ing propositions.  Such  of  them  as  do  not  involve  any  disputed 
facts,  are  inadequate  in  law.  Those  which  depend  upon  such 
matters  of  fact,  are  inadequate  in  law,  and  also  in  point  of  proof. 
All  of  them  which  accuse  the  bank  of  violation  of  charier,  and 
claim  to  proceed  upon  that  ground,  are  themselves  in  flagrant 
violation  of  the  charter,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  union, 
which  entitle  the  bank  before  the  infliction  of  any  penalty  what- 
ever, to  an  impartial  sentence  of  the  judicial  department.  Upon 
these  reasons,  the  undersigned  proceed  to  submit  the  following 
remarks: 

At  the  head  of  the  secretary’s  reasons,  is  placed  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  and  corporate  powers  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1836.  This  is  a reason  which  congress,  by  the  clear- 
est implication  in  the  charter,  have  declared  to  be  insufficient. 

1.  By  the  15th  section,  congress  have  exacted  of  the  bank, 
whenever  required  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  give  the 
necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from  place 
to  place  within  the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  and 
for  distributing  the  same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  act;  and  also  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  and  respective  duties  of  commissioners  of  loans,  when- 
ever required  by  law,  which  requisition  was  made  in  terms  of 
unlimited  continuance,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  whole  period  of 
the  charter,  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1817.  These  provisions  of 
law  are  in  irreconcilable  hostility  with  the  notion  that,  for  the 
mere  lapse  of  time,  congress  authorised  the  secretary  to  remove 
the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  two  years  and  more  belbre  the 
charter  would  expire.  The  bank  cannot  give  facilities  for  trans- 
ferring and  distributing  the  public  funds  throughout  the  United 
States,  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  without  having  the 
funds  in  her<possession  to  transfer  and  distribute.  The  duty  is 
for  the  whole  period  of  the  charter.  The  possession  is  implied 
tor  (the  same  period.  Whatever  may  be  the  discretion  of  the 
eeoretary  as  to  other  causes,  he  has  no  discretion  to  remove  the 
deposites  for  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  since  the  15th  section  se- 
cured to  the  public,  for  the  whole  time  of  the  charter,  the  per- 
focinance  of  the  duty  by  the  bank. 

2.  This  cause  has  not,  and  never  had  any  contingency  about 
at,  nor  is  the  removal  on  account  of  it,  a remedy  for  an  unex- 
pected evil.  If  there  is  any  evil  in  permitting  the  deposites  to 
remain  in  the  bank  until  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  congress 
iknew  that  the  evil  would  occur,  unless  they  should  guard  against 
it  and  yet  they  did  not  guard  against  it,  but  gave  the  bank  a right 
to  the  deposites  for  the  whole  time,  and  received  from  the  bank 
a compensation  proportioned  to  that  time. 

3.  The  cause  is  not  well  founded  in  point  of  fact.  The  char- 
ter does  not  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  Certain  of  the 
faculties  of  the  corporation  will  expire  at  that  time,  and  certain 
of  them  will  not;  and  the  very  faculties  which  will  not  expire 
are  those  whose  cessation  would  alone  give  color  to  the  remov- 
al, upon  the  ground  of  time.  The  faculty  of  retaining  the  pub- 
lic and  private  deposites,  and  paying  them  in  such  portions  as 
may  be  required,  will  continue  after  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  in 
as  much  rigor  as  before.  The  bank  will  continue  for  two  years 
after  that  time  to  be  a corporation  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
and  paying  deposites,  and  of  owning  and  paying  her  bank  notes 
in  circulation;  and  what  other  corporate  faculties  concern  the 
security  of  the  public  treasure? 

4.  This  cause  is  founded,  rnoreovdr,  upon  an  assumption  that 
it  would  be  the  height  of  extravagance  to  suppose  it  was  con- 
templated by  the  congress  which  incorporated  the  bank.  The 
secretary  supposes  that  the  charter,  “in  many  of  its  provisions, 
is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  that  such  a powerful 
moneyed  monopoly  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  to  the  purity  of  our  political  institutions;”  and  that  he  is 
required  to  act  upon  the  mere  lapse  of  time,  because  he  has  no 
right  to  assume  that  unconstitutional  law,  and  a law  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  will  be  renewed.  But  it  seems  to 
have  been  forgotten  that  the  question  of  removal  is  not  the 
question  of  renewal,  but  a question  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
charter;  and,  if  this  is  the  true  question,  can  it  be  seriously  al- 
leged that  the  congress  which  passed  this  law  meant  to  include 
among  the  sufl!icient  causes  of  removal,  one  that  depended  on 
the  assumption  that  the  charter  was  against  the  constitution? 
Had  the  charter  contained  an  express  stipulation  that  it  never 
should  be  renewed,  instead  of  its  following  as  a consequence 
that  the  bank  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  privileges  and  benefits  pro- 
mised her  up  to  the  last  moment  of  her  existence,  the  contrary 
would  have  followed,  because  the  bank  could  not  have  an  in- 
demnity for  the  wrong  in  the  terms  of  a subsequent  charier. 

5.  It  is  attempted  to  sustain  the  propriety  of  the  removal  for 
this  cause,  upon  the  further  ground,  that  the  question  of  renew- 
al has  been  decided  adversely  to  the  bank  by  the  last  election 
of  president.  But  what  part  of  the  charier,  or  of  any  law  of 
congress,  authorises  the  secretary  to  communicate  such  a rea- 
son to  the  house?  Where  is  the  warrant  for  the  secretary’s  in- 
structing congress  as  to  the  decision  of  the  people  upon  a mat- 


ter of  future  legislation?  By  what  channel  does  the  secretary 
maintain  an  intercourse  with  the  people  that  is  not  open  to  their 
representatives?  How  does  the  secretary  know  any  thing  as  to 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  which  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple do  not  belter  know  themselves?  The  communication  of 
such  a reason  to  liie  representatives  of  freemen,  who  are  them- 
selves freemen,  is  without  a precedent  in  the  history  of  this  or 
any  other  representative  government.  The  alleged  fact  is, 
moreover,  an  assumption,  and  a mere  assumption,  without 
proof,  and  without  the  means  of  proof.  It  is  a political  infer- 
ence which  the  people  of  this  country  will  never  sustain,  until 
they  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  election  of  a president  is  not 
the  result  of  a preference  founded  upon  his  general  qualifica- 
tions, opinions  and  actions,  but  is  an  adoption  and  ratification 
of  his  single  will  to  any  extent  that  he  has  at  any  time  declared 
it,  and  even  when  he  may  have  declared  it  in  contrary  direc- 
tions at  different  times. 

6.  Another  suggestion  by  the  secretary,  in  connexion  with 
the  question  of  time,  is  the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  depo- 
sites, by  permitting  them  to  remain  in  the  bank  until  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter.  The  congress  of  1816  were  but  a very  few 
years  removed  from  a parallel  case  in  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment, calculated  to  put  to  flight  every  such  apprehension.  They 
had  at  that  time  before  them  the  closing  transactions  of  the  first 
bank  of  the  United  States.  They  had  seen  that  the  first  admi- 
nistration ofMr.  Madison  (and  it  was  in  his  second  term  of  of- 
fice that  the  present  bank  was  chartered)  witnessed  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  public  deposites  in  that  bank  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  its  existence.  They  had  seen  that  the  then  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  had  been  in  office  for  ten 
years,  and  who  had  for  twice  ten  years  given  the  strength  of 
his  powerful  mind  to  the  investigations  of  finance,  and  of  prac- 
tical banking,  had  not  directed  a removal  of  the  deposites  from 
any  apprehension  of  a final  default  in  the  bank.  They  had  seen 
this,  moreover,  in  the  case  of  a bank  whose  corporate  powers 
expired  totally  and  absolutely  on  the  3d  of  March,  1811,  so  that 
all  subsequent  operations  were  to  be  conducted  by  the  machine- 
ry of  a trust,  and  by  no  other  means.  They  had  seen  this  bank 
expire  with  a circulation  then  flowing  through  the  country 
greater  than  the  maximum  of  its  amount  at  any  previous  time, 
with  the  usual  extent  of  deposites,  public  and  private,  in  its 
vaults;  with  nearly  all  its  canvas  of  every  kind  spread  to  the 
last  hour  of  its  voyage,  and  which  the  just  and  amicable  rela- 
tions subsisting  between  the  administration  and  the  bank  made 
it  safe  to  spread  for  the  good  of  the  country.  They  had  seen 
the  trustees  of  that  bank  pay  every  dollar  of  its  debts  instantly 
upon  demand;  and  finally,  they  had  seen  that  demand  so  much 
behind  the  ability  of  the  trustees  to  meet  it,  that  its  lardy  ap- 
proaches were  quickened  by  repeated  public  notices  to  come  in 
and  relieve  the  trust,  by  presenting  the  notes  for  payment. 
And  what  did  the  congress  of  1816  provide,  or  mean  to  provide, 
for  the  occurrence  of  the  same  day  in  the  career  of  the  present 
bank?  Did  they  mean  to  provide  for  an  apprehension  which 
they  knew  to  be  chimerical?  Did  they  mean  to  give  occasion 
for  actual  apprehension  and  dismay,  by  authorising  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  treasury  to  declare  that  there  was  cause  for 
them,  and  by  his  very  declaration  to  create  them?  On  the  con- 
trary, they  negative  all  such  fears  and  suppositions,  by  adding 
two  years  more  to  the  corporate  existence  of  the  bank,  for  the 
very  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  liquidate  its  affairs  after  its  bank- 
ing powers  were  at  an  end. 

The  minority  deem  it  expedient  to  add  a summary  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  first  bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st 
March,  181 1,  two  days  before  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
at  two  semi-annual  periods  after  the  expiration,  and  to  name 
the  tables  from  which  they  are  derived,  that  the  benefit  of  the 
facts  may  avail  hereafter,  if  unfortunately  they  are  to  be  lost  to 
the  country  for  all  purposes  of  present  good. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1811,  the  situation  of  the  bank  was  as 
follows: 

Notes  discounted  and  loans  ^17,759,001 

Specie  5,317,885 

Public  deposites  6,474,402 

Private  deposites  3,855,402 

Notes  in  circulation  6,070,153 

On  the  1st  ofMarch,  1811,  the  same  items  stood  thus: 

Notes  discounted  and  loans  14,587,134 

Specie  4,835,702 

Public  deposites  2,874,833 

Private  deposites  3,583,596 

Notes  in  circulation  6,5.52,875 

On  the  1st  of  September,  1811,  the  same  items  stood  thus: 
Amount  of  discounts  and  loans  7,152,788 

Specie  4, 500, .527 

Public  deposites  322,349 

Private  deposites  448,112 

Notes  in  circulation  2,963,209 

On  the  1st  ofMarch,  1812,  twelve  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  charter: 

Amount  of  discounts  and  loans  3,792,975 

Specie  6,116,776 

Public  deposites  81,517 

Private  deposites  223,442 

Notes  in  circulation  1,070,459 

It  is  unnecessary  to  suggest  the  inferences  to  which  these 
statements  give  rise.  By  adverting  to  the  ratio  which  the  ca- 
pital of  the  first  bank,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  bears  to  thirty-five 
millions,  the  capital  of  the  present  bank,  and  by  applying  thtt 
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eame  ratio  to  the  liabilities  and  resources  of  the  two  banks,  it 
will  be  easy  to  perceive  whether  the  case  of  the  first  bank  was, 
or  was  not,  of  a character  to  allay  the  alleged  apprehensions  of 
the  secretary. 

7.  The  remaining  suggestion  of  the  secretary,  under  the  head 
of  time,  is  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  providing  the  counirv 
with  a paper  currency  from  the  local  banks,  as  a substitute  for 
that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  minority  have  understood  the  committee  to  say  that  they 
do  not  claim  for  the  secretary  a power  to  remove  the  deposites 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  currency.  The  question  is 
what  the  secretary  has  claimed  for  himself;  and  that  there  may 
be  no  misunderstanding  about  it,  e.xtracts  from  his  letter  are 
given,  that  it  may  be  seen  not  only  that  the  secretary  has  claim- 
ed this  power,  but  that  the  effect  upon  the  currency  was  the 
great  public  and  political  purpose  of  the  whole  operation.  No- 
thing can  be  more  distinctly  and  literally  avowed.  “It  is  obvi- 
ous,” the  secretary  says,  “that  the  interests  of  the  country 
would  not  be  promoted  by  permitting  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  continue  in  the  bank  until  its  charter  expired. 
Judging  from  the  past,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  will  always 
amount  to  several  millions  of  dollars.  It  would  evidently  pro- 
duce serious  inconvenience,  if  such  a large  sum  were  left  in 
possession  of  the  hank  until  the  last  moment  of  its  existence, 
and  then  be  suddenly  withdrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation 
is  returning  upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  depositors 
removing  their  funds  into  other  institutions.  The  ability  of  the 
bank,  under  such  circumstances,  to  be  prompt  in  its  payments 
to  the  government,  may  be  well  doubted,  even  if  the  ultimate 
safety  of  the  deposites  could  be  relied  upon.  Besides,  the  prin- 
cipal circulating  medium  now  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  and 
the  one  most  commonly  used  in  the  exchanges  between  distant 
places,  consists  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  numerous  branches.  The  sudden  withdrawal  of  its  pre- 
sent amount  of  circulation,  or  its  sudden  depreciation  before  any 
other  sound  and  convenient  currency  was  substituted  for  it,  would 
certainly  produce  extensive  evils,  and  be  sensibly  fell  among 
all  classes  of  society.” 

The  secretary  then  adverts  to  the  public  agreement  to  receive 
the  notes  of  the  bank  in  payment  of  its  dues,  and  proceeds  as 
follows:  “But  this  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
will  cease  on  the  third  of  iMarch,  1836,  when  the  charter  expires; 
and  so  soon  as  this  happens,  all  the  outstanding  notes  of  the 
bank  will  lose  the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess,  and  the 
notes  payable  at  distant  places  become  as  much  depreciated  as 
the  notes  of  local  banks.  And  if,  in  the  mean  time,  no  ofAer 
currency  is  substituted  in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  the  extent  of  the  embarrassment  which  v;ould  he  caused  by 
the  sudden  derangement  of  the  circulating  medium.  It  would  be 
too  late,  at  that  time,  to  provide  a substitute  which  would  ward 
off  the  evil.  The  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  cir- 
culation on  the  second  of  Septenaber  last,  which  was  the  date 
of  the  latest  return  before  me  when  the  order  for  removal  was 
given,  amounted  to  $18,413,287  07,  scattered  in  every  part  of 
the  United  States:  and  if  a safe  and  sound  currency  were  imme- 
diately provided,  on  the  termination  of  the  charter,  to  take  the 
place  of  these  notes,  it  would  still  require  time  to  bring  it  into  ge- 
neral use,  and  in  the  interim  the  people  would  be  subjected  to  all 
the  inconveniences  and  losses  which  necessarily  arise  from  an  un- 
sound state  of  the  currency.  The  evil  would  be  so  great,  and  the 
distress  so  general,  that  it  might  even  compel  congress,  against 
its  wishes,  to  recharter  the  bank;  and  perhaps  more  effectual 
means  could  hardly  be  devised  for  insuring  the  renewal  of  the 
charter.  It  is  evident  that  a state  of  things  so  much  to  be  de- 
precated can  only  be  avoided  by  timely  preparation;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  deposites  can  only  be  justified  by  the  determi- 
nation to  renew'  the  charter.  The  state  banks  can,  I have  no 
doubt,/MrniiA  a general  circulating  medium,  quite  as  uniform  in 
value  as  that  which  has  been  afforded  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States — probably  more  so.  For  it  is  well  known  that,  in  some 
of  the  cities,  the  branches  of  the  bank  have  been  in  the  habit, 
whenever  they  thought  proper,  of  refusing  to  honor  the  notes  of 
their  own  bank,  payable  at  other  branches,  when  they  were  not 
offered  in  discharge  of  a debt  due  to  the  United  States.  But  a 
currency  founded  on  the  notes  of  state  banks  could  not  be  suddenly 
substituted  for  that  heretofore  furnished  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  take  the  place  of  it,  at  the  same  moment,  in  every  part 
of  the  union.  It  is  essential  that  the  change  should  be  gradual, 
and  sufficient  time  should  be  allowed  to  suffer  it  to  make  its  way  by 
the  ordinary  operations  of  commerce,  without  requiring  a hasty 
and  violent  effort. 

“In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  would  be  highly  injudicious  to 
suffer  the  deposites  to  remain  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
until  the  close  of  its  corporate  existence.  And  as  they  cannot 
be  withdrawn  W'ithout  the  action  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, it  must  unavoidably  become  his  duly,  at  some  period  of  time, 
to  exercise  the  power  of  removal.” 

These  are  literal  extracts  from  the  secretary’s  letter,  and  no 
one  who  reads  them  can  doubt  that  the  secretary  claims  the 
right  to  regulate  the  currency,  and  that  he  meant  to'force  one 
kind  of  currency  out,  and,  by  means  of  the  state  banks,  to  force 
another  kind  of  currency  into  use.  Can  any  one  who  has  read 
his  letter,  doubt  that,  if  this  power  is  denied  by  the  committee, 
they  deny  the  whole  case  of  the  secretary.^  The  lever  he  has 
undertaken  to  use,  is  one  which  not  only  cannot  be  used  with- 
out changing  the  currency,  but  the  secretary  has  used  it  for  the 
express  determinate  purpose  of  producing  the  change.  But  to 
proceed  with  the  reason  itself: 


The  value  of  the  measure,  as  an  operation  of  finance,  to  ex- 
pel one  currency,  and  to  introduce  a better,  has  been  already 
tested,  in  the  short  lime  which  has  elapsed  since  the  order  of 
removal.  The  discounts  of  the  bank  have  been  partially  reduc- 
ed, yet  the  circulation  of  the  bank,  instead  of  being  diminished, 
has  increased.  The  local  bank  paper,  except  for  local  purjmses, 
has  generally  depreciated,  and  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  the  U- 
States  is  ai  par  in  all  places  except  where  it  is  above  par.  But 
without  adverting  further  to  the  incompetency  of  the  means 
pro|K)sed  to  attain  the  end,  it  is  an  imputation  upon  the  congress 
of  1816  to  say  they  intended  to  authorise  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  use  any  means  whatever  for  the  attainment  of  such 
an  end.  The  avowed  purpose  of  the  secretary  is  to  change  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  to  change  it  during  the  very  lime 
in  which  congress  have  made  a different  provision  in  regard  to 
it.  The  purpose  is  to  be  effected  by  compelling  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  to  cease  lending,  and  by  enabling  the  deposite 
banks  to  lend;  by  compelling  the  one  to  cease  circulating  bank 
notes,  and  enabling  the  others  to  circulate  them  more  exten- 
sively. In  fine,  by  compelling  them  all  to  give  him  indirectly 
the  management  of  banks,  without  any  law  to  warrant  it,  and 
to  surrender  it  themselves,  contrary  to  the  laws  by  which  they 
are  exclusively  entitled  to  it.  A power  to  do  this  no  congress 
could  lawfully  give  to  a secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  no  con- 
gress therefore  should  be  presumed  to  have  given  it.  It  is  a de- 
legation of  the  highest  powers  of  legislation,  under  the  form  of 
ministerial  agency.  If  there  is  any  legislative  power  which  de- 
mands more  circumspection  in  its  use  than  any  other,  it  is  that 
of  regulating  the  currency.  The  currency  is  the  measure  of 
value  of  every  man’s  property,  of  his  contracts,  of  indemnity 
for  the  breach  of  them,  and  of  the  revenue  of  the  country;  and 
without  a due  adjustment  of  it,  it  is  a hopeless  effort  to  distri- 
bute in  equal  proportion  among  the  citizens  either  the  burdens 
or  advantages  of  civil  society.  A deranged  currency  deranges 
every  institution  of  the  country  that  has  any  relation  to  proper- 
ty. It  makes  laws,  promises,  the  verdicts  of  juries  and  the 
judgments  of  courts,  speak  unintentionally  the  language  of  false- 
hood or  deceit.  It  gives  a premium  to  fraud,  and  strips  honest 
labor  of  its  scanty  earnings,  by  paying  to  it  half  of  its  just  re- 
compense in  the  false  and  counterfeit  name  of  the  whole.  Yet 
this  power  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  claims  to  exercise,  by 
delegation  from  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  he  has 
proceeded  to  the  exercise  of  it,  with  consequences  which  are 
now  spreading  in  a wave  of  destruction  over  the  whole  country. 
The  secretary  claims  the  power  to  remove  the  public  deposites 
from  the  bank,  if  in  any  degree  it  tends  to  promote  the  conve- 
nience of  the  people,  that  is  to  say,  if  it  so  tends  in  his  opinion^ 
and  his  opinion,  with  this  mighty  lever  of  the  public  revenue, 
is,  consequently,  to  sway  the  universal  interests  of  this  immense 
people.  And  what  are  the  direct  evidences  that  congress  meant 
to  give  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  any  such  poweri*  He  is  not 
by  law  intrusted  with  the  custody  of  a single  dollar  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure.  His  hands  do  not  legally  receive  it,  and  cannot 
legally  hold  it.  His  duty  is  to  prepare  plans  for  the  manage- 
ment and  improvement  of  the  revenue,  to  prepare  estimates  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditures,  to  superintend  the  coBcefron  of 
the  revenue,  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  ac- 
counts, and  to  grant  warrants  in  pursuance  of  appropriations  by 
law.  The  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  against  which 
this  battery  is  directed,  he  is  bound  by  law  to  protect,  by  requir- 
ing all  public  collectors  to  receive  them  in  all  payments  to  the 
United  States.  The  stock  of  the  nation  in  the  bank  of  the  U- 
Slates  he  cannot  sell,  nor  separate  their  interest,  to  the  extent 
of  seven  millions,  from  that  of  the  other  stockholders  of  the 
bank.  The  payment  of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  public 
debt  must  be  made  by  and  through  the  bank,  as  cornmissionere 
ofloans.  The  military  pensions  must  be  paid  through  the  same 
channel.  And  thus,  while  several  permanent  laws  of  congress, 
without  any  limitation  in  point  of  time,  sustain  the  circulation 
of  the  bank,  the  relations  between  the  bank  and  the  treasury, 
and  the  control  thus  obtained  over  the  currency  of  the  country, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  a provisional  clause  in  the 
bank  charier,  to  order  that  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys 
shall  not  be  made  there,  claims  the  authority  to  break  up  the 
present  system,  and  to  substitute  another,  for  regulating  the 
currency  and  property  of  twenty- four  states,  and  thirteen  mil- 
lions of  people.  The  minority  do  not  believe  that  a like  attempt 
has  ever  before  been  made,  with  or  without  authority,  and  all 
present  indications  are  inconceivably  deceptive,  if  the  result 
shall  not  afford  a memorable  warning  against  the  like  attempt 
again. 

The  secretary’s  plan  is  now  called  an  experiment.  The  name 
is  adopted,  because  it  would  seem  only  to  defer,  and  not  abso- 
lutely to  destroy,  the  hope  of  ultimate  safety.  It  is  adopted,  be- 
cause it  would  seem  to  make  those  who  prosecute  it  responsi- 
ble for  less,  because  they  promise  less.  But  the  change  of  name 
changes  neither  the  thing  nor  the  responsibility  for  it.  If  it  be 
an  experiment,  wh^t  law,  what  principle  of  our  civil  associa- 
tions, authorises  the  treasury  department  to  try  such  an  experi- 
ment.’ What  security  does  government  afford  to  the  property 
of  the  citizens,  if  the  treasury  may  try  experiments  with  iu’  If 
it  be  an  experiment,  what  authorised  its  trial  in  a day  ofunusn- 
al  prosperity,  and  when  the  only  rational  prayer  to  the  Civil 
Ruler  was,  “let  us  alone.’”  What  justifies  its  continuance, 
when  the  first  test  that  ha"  been  cast  into  the  the  crucible  with 
the  precious  materials  of  human  happiness,  has  nearly  decom- 
posed them  all,  and  threatens  to  convert  them  into  poisons  that 
will  corrode  and  canker  the  country  to  its  very  heart?  It  is  no 
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longer  an  experiment.  It  has  been  tried,  exposed,  and  ought  to 
be  rejected.  It  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  unless  it  would  de- 
serve the  name  of  an  experiment  to  try  whether  life  can  be  sup- 
ported without  vital  air,  or  llie  laborer  and  his  children  without 
daily  bread. 

If  it  should  finally  happen,  in  the  progress  of  the  experiment, 
that  a currency  is  created  such  as  the  secretary  anticipates, 
what  is  that  cnrreucy  to  be  to  the  country,  and  what  is  the  coun- 
try to  he  by  means  of  ili*  This  question  may  be  answered  by 
our  own  history,  as  it  might  be  answered  without  the  aid  of 
history.  It  is  not  to  be  a national  currency,  nor  a currency 
partly  local,  and  partly  national,  maintained  every  where  in 
the  condition  of  equality,  by  a universally  pervading  intiuence, 
but  it  is  to  be  a variety  of  local  currencies,  subject  to  local  in- 
fluence only.  The  state  banks,  and  the  state  banks  only,  are 
to  furnish  it.  They  are  to  furnish  it  under  the  patronage  of  the 
treasury,  and  with  a full  knowledge  of  the  maxims  wiiich  liave 
been  quoted  by  the  committee,  “fAaf  the  borrower  is  the  servant 
of  the  lender,^’  and  that  “/le  who  controls  a bank,  controls  the 
debtors  of  a bank,”  maxims  which  will  be  found  to  lose  none  of 
their  force  when  state  batiks  shall  feel  the  effect  of  their  posi- 
tion as  borrowers  of  the  treasury,  and  debtors  sliall  feel  it  also 
as  borrowers  of  state  banks  that  are  under  the  control  of  the 
treasury. 

It  will  be  a currency  wholly  removed  from  that  restraint 
which  a national  institution  is  alone  capable  of  imposing  in  ail 
parts  of  the  union,  that  is  to  say,  free  from  all  banking  restraint 
whatever;  for,  practically,  there  can  be  no  restraint  where  there 
is  no  general  and  pervading  power  to  enlbrce  it.  In  some,  per- 
haps in  several,  of  the  uiitrammclled  and  independent  state 
banks,  banking  will  be  conducted  upon  judicious  principles  so 
far  as  it  regards  their  own  operations;  and  their  own  local  cur- 
rency may  continue  for  a time  locally  sound.  But  where  shall 
be  the  controlling  cause  that  shall  secure  this  result,  where  the 
principles  of  banking  are  unsound,  and  where  the  desire  of 
large  profits  shall  tempt  state  banks  to  extend  their  issues  be- 
yond that  measure  which  experience  has  ascertained  to  be  the 
only  safe  and  accurate  measure.^  Where  is  to  be  found  the  uni- 
versal presence  of  a test  that  will  instantly  detect  excess,  and 
lead  to  its  detection?  That  test  is  to  be  found  in  a national  pa- 
per, based  upon  the  precious  metals,  sustained  by  the  law  of  the 
whole  land,  received  in  payment  of  all  public  dues,  circulating 
every  where,  and  furnishing  a standard  of  comparison  every 
where.  Where,  again,  is  to  be  found  the  necessity,  as  well  as 
the  power,  of  applying  the  corrective?  This  corrective  is  to  be 
found  in  an  insUiution  which  issues  that  national  paper,  and 
which,  in  self  defence,  and  in  defence  of  the  nation  also,  must 
repress  the  circulation  of  every  bank  that  does  not  provide  it 
with  the  means  of  disbursing  the  public  treasure  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  paper  that  is  really  sound,  will  be  as 
good  as  its  own,  and  will  be  received  as  such,  and  may  circu- 
late as  such.  But  if  the  paper  of  any  one  of  the  slate  banks  is 
not  as  good  as  its  own,  such  an  institution  cannot  receive  it, 
because  it  cannot  account  for  it  every  where  to  government,  in 
nn  equal  amount  of  its  own  paper  or  of  specie.  If  it  cannot  be 
received  by  the  national  institution,  it  must  return  to  those  who 
issue  it,  and  the  corrective  is  at  once  applied. 

The  system  of  local  banks,  of  which  those  to  be  employed  by 
the  treasury  are  to  form  a part,  is,  thereldre,  defective  in  this, 
that  their  circulation  will  be  local.  They  will  be  constantly 
endeavoring,  at  least  in  a great  many  cases,  to  send  out  their 
paper  to  excess,  and  there  cannot  be  the  regular  appliciUion  of 
the  corrective,  that  will  as  constantly  prevent  it.  It  may  be  re- 
pressed in  some  instances,  in  an  irregular  way,  by  sound  state 
banks:  it  may  also  be  partially  repressed  by  demands  from  other 
states;  but  the  effort  to  do  it  regularly,  will  be  without  induce- 
ment, and  will  not  be  sustained  by  the  requisite  ability.  Ex- 
cess will  creep  upon  the  country  until  it  is  universally  diffused; 
and  when  an  accidental  state  of  the  balances  shall  turn  the  ex- 
cess suddenly  hack  upon  the  banks  which  have  i-sued  it,  dis- 
honor will  come,  and  with  it  uiiiver.sal  alarm  and  bankruptcy. 
This  is  the  history  of  the  past,  and  a lesson  for  the  future.  A 
confederation  of  state  banks,  sanctioiu  d by  the  laws  of  the 
states,  is  a scheme  which  the  minority  do  not  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  combat,  until  some  one  shall  propose  it,  and  present  its 
outlines.  An  attempt  to  regulate  the  currency  by  the  opera- 
tions of  state  banks,  through  private  compacts,  with  each  other, 
or  with  the  treasury  department,  will  probably  fail,  however 
often  repeated,  as  it  has  failed  already.  A partnership  of  differ- 
ent corporations,  for  profit  and  loss,  or  for  muiual  guaranty, 
with  independent  boards  of  direction,  is  as  strange  a contrivance 
for  the  security  of  stockholders,  as  it  is  for  the  control  and  re- 
gulation of  the  currency.  When  the  question  of  providing  a 
regulation  for  the  currency  shall  be  deliberately  considered,  the 
minority  have  no  doubt  that  the  project  of  employing  state 
banks  for  national  purposes  w’ill  be  universally  rejected  as  im- 
practicable. 

The  hope  of  obviating  .all  these  difficnllies  by  the  final  substi 
tulion  of  a metallic  currency  in  exclusion  of  bank  paper  of  eve- 
ry kind,  is  a mere  delusion.  No  one  who  reflects  upon  the  sub- 
ject at  all,  can  either  see  how  it  is  to  be  effected,  or  what  it  is 
to  do  but  harm,  when  it  shall  be  effected.  Through  what  pro- 
cess are  the  state  hanks  to  he  extinguished,  as  well  as  the  U. 
Stales  bank?  If  they  continue,  how  is  their  paper  to  be  super- 
seded.' If  their  paper  is  to  remain,  who  is  to  excliange  a pro- 
ductive capital  for  specie  to  serve  as  currency,  when  paper, 
which  costs  nothing,  will  answer  the  same  purpose?  Who  is 


to  begin  the  traffic?  For  specie,  like  other  merchandise,  is  to 
be  bought  and  paid  for;  and  it  mu-'t  be  bought  and  paid  for  by 
something  besides  paper.  And  when  there  shall  be  a thotougli 
abolition  ol  every  kind  of  paper  from  use,  how  will  the  gold  and 
silver  be  belter  lluui  the  paper  we  have  had  hillierio.  which  gave 
us  all  the  gold  and  -silver  we  wanted,  and  did  not  compel  ns  to 
lake  it  when  we  did  not  want  it?  What  will  the  country  have 
gained,  and  particularly  the  industrious  and  enterprising,  who 
are  without  capital,  and  must  borrow  it  in  order  to  use  it — the 
men  by  whom  this  nation  has  been  enriched  and  sirenglheiied? 
What  will  the  industrious  and  enterprising  do,  after  a scheme 
sliall  have  succeeded,  which,  hy  destroying  paper,  will  infalli- 
bly destroy  bank  credit,  and  give  to  the  man  of  capital  a mono- 
poly of  tin;  trade  and  industry  of  the  country?  'I’be  subject, 
however,  need  not  be  pursued,  fl'liere  is  a power  in  the  neces- 
sities of  men,  wbieli  will  baffle  all  siicli  designs,  if  they  shall  be 
seriously  entertained;  and  this  the  minority  do  not,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  apprehend.  If  bank  paper  is  not  to  be  wholly  ex- 
tingnislied,  but  only  diminished  by  tlic  substitution  of  metal  for 
the  smaller  deiiouiinatioiis  of  notes,  this,  indeed,  is  adniiUed  to 
be  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  mainly  for  the  reason 
that,  in  case  of  an  unusual  call  upon  banks  for  specie,  they  may 
be  able  the  more  readily  to  repair  their  re.sources  from  the  chan- 
nels of  the  country.  But,  if  this  design  is  to  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect at  all,  it  is  demonstrable  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  a na- 
tional instilution  operating  with  the  public  treasure,  and  regu- 
lated by  laws  of  congress,  directed  to  the  great  constiintioiial 
end  of  equalizing  and  sustaining  the  currency.  Slate  banks 
ami  their  operations  are  to  be  controlled,  and  not  the  control- 
ling power,  in  the  exeention  of  such  a design;  and,  con.scquent- 
ly,  the  plan  of  the  secretary,  for  extending  the  power  and  circu- 
lalion  of  the  .state  banks,  is  at  the  farthest  possible  distance  from 
the  object  of  either  extinguishing  or  diminishing  paper  currency. 

The  minority  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  further 
remarks  upon  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the 
public  deposites,  in  order  to  prepare  a currency  in  state  bank 
paper. 

VTI.  Another  reason  of  the  secretary  for  removing  the  depo- 
sites, is  derived  from  the  supposed  inesstire  by  the  bank  upon 
its  debtors,  including  the  stale  banks,  in  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  li?33,  to  coerce  a renewal  of  the  charter. 

The  minority  deem  it  an  act  of  indispensable  justice  to  the 
bank  to  say  that  if  reductions  have  at  any  lime  pressed  with 
unnecessary  severity  upon  her  debtors,  of  which  they  have  seen 
no  evidence,  the  hunk  stands  excused  before  the  world  by  Iho 
course  of  the  treasury  department.  The  act  of  removal  has  not 
only  been  an  act  of  declared  hostility,  but  it  lias  been  preceded 
and  followed  by  all  the  customary  practices  of  embittered  war. 
The  bank  has  never  been  directly  apprised  of  any  thing  that  the 
treasury  purposed  to  carry  into  effect  against  her.  If  made 
aware  of  it,  it  has  been  through  rumors  in  the  streets,  or  hints 
in  the  newspapers,  and  never  from  the  treasury  department  un- 
til the  moment  that  the  blow  vvas  given.  The  determination  to 
remove  the  dopo.'^ites  has  not,  to  this  day,  been  made  known  to 
the  bank  by  any  official  communication  from  the  treasury;  no 
evidence  certainly  of  sucli  a cominnnication  has  been  sent  to 
this  house.  An  order  of  the  26ih  September,  1833,  liy  the  secre- 
tary to  the  president  of  the  bank,  to  dwliver  to  the  collector  at 
Philadelphia  all  bonds  to  the  United  States,  payable  on  or  after 
the  1st  of  October,  was  the  only  annunciation  to  the  bank  in 
Pliiladelphia;  and  this,  by  the  collector’s  letter  of  the  28th, 
would  seem  to  have  been  communicated  to  the  hank  on  the  30th 
of  September.  Yet  it  is  now  known  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  vvas  a foregone  conclusion  a considerable  time  before 
that. 

The  limes  ami  amounts  in  which  the  deposites  were  to  be 
drawn  by  tlie  treasury,  were  not  only  not  made  knowh,  but 
were  concealed  from  tlie  bank.  The  treasurer  had  been  for 
years  in  the  practice  of  sending  daily  lists  to  the  bank  of  every 
draught  drawn  upon  it,  stating  both  the  date  and  the  amounts, 
without  the  n.irnes  of  the  holders;  and  he  also  sent  weekly  lists 
of  the  draughts,  with  the  particulars  in  every  point.  These 
were  the  suggestions  of  amity  to  assist  the  bank,  by  the  fullest 
information  of  the  treasury  purposes.  But  a.s  soon  as  the  policy 
of  the  treasury  department  was  altered,  and  a hostile  attitude 
assumed,  the  practice  of  daily  and  weekly  lists  was  continued; 
hut,  they  did  not  speak  the  whole  truth.  Draughts  to  an  im- 
mense amount  were  withheld  from  the  lists,  to  be  used  accord- 
ing to  contingencies,  and  at  points  where  the  hank  might  or 
might  not  he  prepared  to  meet  them;  and  the  daily  and  weekly 
lists  consequently  became  instrnments  of  deception  to  the  bunk. 
The  bank  was  left  to  a-cenain  and  prepare  for  the  treasury  de- 
mand, with  deceptive  infonnalion  as  to  its  extent.  I'he  mino- 
rity annex  hereto  the  correspondence  between  the  treasurer 
and  the  cashier  of  the  hank  upon  this  subject. 

And  even  now,  when  the  cry  is  still  that  the  bank  is  oppre.s- 
sing  tbe  country,  rumor  gives  out,  with  lier  thousand  tongues, 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  treasurer  to  reject  the  whole  mass  of 
bank  draughts  at  present  in  circulation,  amounting  probably  to 
more  than  five  millions,  and  to  force  them  back  upon  the  bank, 
by  refusing  to  receive  them  in  payments  to  the  United  States. 
The  bank  is  left  to  ascertain  the  tiutb  of  this  also,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  it  as  she  may. 

Can  it  he  ju.=tly  said  that  the  bank  has,  at  any  time,  done 
more  than  was  necessary  for  her  protection,  when  the  treasury 
department  has  made  it  impossible  for  the  bank  to  know  whe- 
ther any  thing  short  of  defence,  at  all  points  and  in  every  form, 
would  give  protection. 
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Wlial  is  tlie  poi^itinn  in  which  the  removal  of  the  depui^iies 
has  placed  the  bank  of  the  United  States.^  Hefore  that  removal, 
the  bank  collected  and  disbursed  the  public  revenue,  facilitated 
the  domestic  e.xchan^jcs  by  means  of  it,  and  kept  in  order  the 
currency  of  the  country  every  where.  The  bank  then  owed 
these  duties  to  the  whole  nation,  and  her  ohliealions  to  the 
Blockholdcrs  were  secondary.  She  is  now  deprive d ol  liie 
means  of  perforiniii;'  them,  and  her  obligations  to  her  stock- 
holders and  creditors  have  become  primary.  The  bank  of  the 
United  Slates  is  now  a private  hank,  forced  to  become  so 
against  the  will  of  her  directors  and  stockholders,  not  sustained 
but  opposed  by  the  treasury,  and  therefore  lell  to  sustain  her- 
self. What  is  to  measure  her  loans  to  the  commnniiy,  but  the 
sense  of  her  own  safely.  What  is  to  be  the  judgment  she  is  to 
form  of  the  experiment  now  on  trial,  but  her  own  judgment? 
She  considers,  and,  according  to  the  report  of  the  committi  e, 
she  is  bound  to  consider,  that  the  sentence  of  death  has  gone 
forth  against  hei;  and  if  this  be  so,  what  principle  compels  her 
to  put  the  capital  of  her  stockholders  at  lisk  upon  the  issue  of 
an  experimeiiL’ 

The  alleged  pressure  by  the  bank  in  August  and  September, 
183d,  with  a view  to  coerce  a recharier,  requires  to  be  particu- 
larly considered,  for  two  reasons:  first,  because  it  is  believed 
that  the  reason  of  the  secretary  is  not  in  this  instance  sustained 
by  evidence;  and,  secondly,  because  it  is  also  believed  that 
what  the  bank  has  done,  is  doing,  and  will  probably  be  forced 
to  continue  to  do,  is  in  perfect  coincidence  in  all  its  parts  with 
the  plan  which  the  secretary  intended,  by  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  to  force  upon  the  bank  and  the  country. 

1.  The  imputed  design  of  the  bank  to  coerce  the  renewal  of 
its  charter,  is  an  inference  from  the  mere  fact  of  its  reductions. 
There  is  nothing  else  suggested  to  justify  the  imputation,  and  its 
propriety  is  consequently  not  to  be  made  either  more  or  less 
clear  by  argument.  If  such  was  the  design  of  the  bank,  it  is 
impossible  to  imagine  any  plan  that  could  more  effectually 
have  promoted  it,  than  that  of  the  secretary.  The  fact  of  pres- 
sure and  distress  in  August  and  September,  1833,  is  however 
now  known  to  have  been  assu'med  as  a motive  for  the  removal, 
without  sufficient  evidence  or  consideration.  Pressure  and 
distress  are,  it  is  true,  terms  w’hich  indicate  comparative  rather 
than  absolute  difficulty,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  easy  to  prove 
that  the  payment  of  debts  to  a bank  is  not  always  rhe  occasion 
of  some  pressure  and  distress  to  those  who  arc  compelled  to 
pay.  But  such  as  are  sufficiently  at  ease  to  consider  what  was 
the  condition  of  the  country  during  the  sixty  days  which  pre- 
ceded the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  and  to  compare  it 
with  that  which  it  has  assumed  in  the  course  of  the  last  tw-o 
mouths,  will  admit  that  the  stale  of  the  country,  up  to  the 
hour  of  removing  the  deposites,  was  a stale  of  comparative 
beatitude.  In  the  now  established  sense  of  pressure  and  dis- 
tress, the  commercial  cities  and  the  country,  up  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  were  wholly  exempt  from  every  appearance  of 
either.  That  jusiirtcalion  of  the  secretary’s  motive  fails  there- 
fore entirely  in  point  of  fact.  Had  any  such  pressure  existed, 
the  intention  to  remove  was  so  justly  apprehended  for  months 
before  it  was  executed,  and  the  reductions  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  in  August  and  September  were  so  indispensable 
to  her  safety,  in  the  extraordinary  relation  in  which  the  treasury 
was  about  to  place  her,  that  few  persons,  who  consider  the  sub- 
ject dispassionately,  would  be  inclined  to  infer  a purpose  of 
coercion  from  that  which  could  be  so  much  more  naturally 
traced  to  the  motive  of  self-protection. 

2.  But  the  conclusive  answer  to  the  secretary’s  reason  is, 
that  what  the  bank  did,  is  doing,  and  must  continue  to  do,  was, 
and  is,  and  will  continue  to  be,  the  inevitable  effect,  as  well  as 
the  declared  purpose,  of  the  secretary’s  plan.  That  plan  seems 
of  late  to  have  been  pul  aside  for  the  more  satisfactory  occupa- 
tion of  censuring  the  bank.  It  deserves  to  be  recalled  to  the 
consideration  of  the  house.  It  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  se- 
cretary assumes  as  a postulate,  that  the  notes  of  the  bank,  as 
toon  as  Ihe  charter  expires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  ‘'will  lose 
the  peculiar  value  they  now  possess,  and  the  notes  payable  at 
distant  places  become  as  much  depredated  as  the  notes  of  local 
banks:  and  if  in  the  mean  time  no  other  currency  is  substituted 
in  its  place  by  common  consent,  it  is  ea.sy  to  foresee  the  extent 
of  the  embarrassment  w hich  would  be  caused  by  the  sudden 
derangement  of  the  circulating  medium.”  'J'he  secretary  then 
proceeds  to  say,  that  “it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public,  that  these  notes  should  all  be  taken  out  of 
circulation  before  they  depredate  in  tlie  hands  of  individuals 
who  hold  them;  and  they  ought  to  be  withdrawn  gradually,  and 
their  places  supplied  as  they  retire,  by  the  currency  which  will 
become  the  substitute  for  them.”  The  secretary  then  immedi- 
ately inquires,  “How  long  will  it  re()uire  for  the  ordinary  ope- 
rations of  commerce,  and  Ihe  reduction  o f discounts  by  the  bank, 
to  withdraw  the  amount  of  circulation  before  mentioned,  with 
out  giving  a shock  to  the  currency,  or  producing  a distressing 
pressure  upon  the  community?”  The  secretary  answers  his 
own  question — “I  am  convinced  that  the  time  which  remained 
for  the  charter  to  run  after  the  first  of  October,  (the  day  on  which 
the  first  order  for  removal  look  effect),  was  not  more  than  was 
proper  to  accomplish  the  object  with  safety  to  the  commur.ity: 
and  if  it  had  depended  on  my  judgment  at  tin  earlier  period,  T 
should  have  preferred,  and  should  have  taken,  a longer  time.” 
Here,  then,  is  the  secretary’s  plan  distinctly  announced.  'J’he 
bank  was  to  be,  com[>elled  to  w-ithdraw  all  he-r  notes  from  circu- 
lation before  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  and  was  to  begin  forlhu  ith, 


as  the  whole  time  that  remained  was  not  more  than  was 
enough.  The  secretary  would  have  taken  more  if  he  could, 
and  the  bank,  by  taking  the  two  months  before  the  removal,  did 
but  assist  the  design  of  the  secretary.  The  secretary  himself 
perceives  that  the  bank  can  cficct  the  recall  of  the  notes  only 
i)y  reducing  the  discounts.  Hi*  plan,  therefore,  was  to  compel 
reduction  tbrihwith  by  removing  the  depo.-ites.  'I’his  i.s  denion- 
stiably  plain.  1 1 adiiiiis  of  no  doubt  whatever.  The  extent  of 
reduction  nece.ssary  to  produce  this  efl'ect,  was  consequently 
the  very  extent  ot  reduction  which  the  secretary  meant  to  force 
upon  the  bank,  and  any  reduction  short  of  it  is  less  than  he  in- 
tended. Now,  it  is  equally  tk-ar  that  nothing  could  call  in  the 
whole  ciiculaiion,  but  calling  in  all  Ihe  discounts  and  closing 
the  bank.  With  the  first  discount  the  first  bank  note  went  out. 
The  last  note  may  be  expected  to  come  in  with  the  last  loan 
that  shall  be  repaid.  The  secretaiy’s  plan,  to  take  all  the  notes 
out  of  circulation  before  the  3d  of  Match,  1836,  was  therefore  a 
plan  to  call  in  all  the  discounts  before  the  same  day;  and  in 
what  way  sixiy-lour  millions  of  discounts,  the  amount  ip  Au- 
gust, 1833,  could  be  called  in,  in  thirty-one  months,  at  a less 
rate  than  two  millions  per  month,  remains  to  be  shown."  It  is 
impossible  to  show  it.  The  bank  has  not,  in  fact,  called  in  ten 
millions  in  six  months;  and  more  than  what  she  has  called  in 
has  been  taken  away  from  her  by  public  and  private  depositors. 
The  rale  of  reduction  has  been  le.ss,  consequently,  than  the  se- 
cretary’s plan  required,  and  there  must  be  more  reduction  if  the 
bank  does  not  mean  to  defeat  the  plan  of  the  secretary. 

One  alternative  only  is  then  presented  to  those  who  object  to 
the  reductions  of  the  bank.  Either  the  bank  has  not  yot  reduc- 
ed enough,  for  she  lias  not  been  able  to  reduce  her  circulation 
at  all,  or  the  whole  scheme  is  exploded  the  instant  it  is  .«nbject- 
ed  to  practice.  It  is  obvious  that  the  only  measure  which  the 
secretary  deemed  repugnant  to  the  interests  of  the  country  was 
Ihe  extension  ofdiscounts  by  the  bank, .or  the  continuance  of 
their  amount  as  it  stood  at  the  time  of  the  removal.  Reduction 
Avas  the  agent  and  the  only  agent  that  he  intended  to  use.  If 
tlie  plan  of  the  secretary  is  to  he  defended  and  maintained,  com- 
plaints of  reduction  by  the  bank,  far  greater  than  she  has  order- 
ed, w’ill  be  without  color  of  justification,  since  far  ^-eater  re- 
ductions will  be  necessary  to  effect  his  plan.  If,  on  lae  contra- 
ry, the  plan  is  to  be  abandoned  because  it  is  utterly  impractica- 
ble, it  ought  to  be  wholly  abandoned,  and  the  path  of  wisdom 
as  well  as  of  justice  will  then  be  found  in  a return  to  the  point 
of  departure.  The  fact  unquestionably  is,  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  the  reduction  of  discounts,  and  the  consequent 
reduction  of  the  bank  circulation,  have  been  considered  with  ■ 
out  the  slightest  reference  to  the  complex  slate  of  pecuniary 
relations  existing  in  the  country.  The  whole  process  has  been 
regarded  as  a mechanical  affair,  of  which  all  the  details  would 
quietly  come  out  as  necessary  results  of  the  first  measure.  No 
allowance  has  been  made  for  the  consequences  of  confidence 
broken  up,  of  the  interruption  of  that  regular  series  of  receipts 
and  payments,  by  w hich  the  resources  of  the  creditor  and  bebt- 
or  are  alternately  repaired,  of  exposing  to  trial,  or  even  to  sus- 
picion, the  fragile  vniue  of  those  state  banks  that  are  able  to 
live  upon  their  reputation  merely  because  it  is  not  questioned, 
and  of  attempting  to  take  out  of  a powerful  machine,  while  it  is 
in  full  operation,  the  wheel  that  balances  and  regulates  the 
whole.  No  allowance  has  been  made  for  any  of  these  conse- 
quences, by  those  who  have  led  to  ilieir  occurrence;  and  now 
when  we  are  surrounded  by  them,  and  cannot  escape  from 
them,  even  the  plan  which  has  caused  them  is  forgotten  in  the 
censure  of  the  bank  for  conforming  to  it.  The  bank  is  but  tra- 
velling in  the  path  which  the  secretary  prescribed,  and  to  which 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
through  other  banks,  must  inevitably  confine  her.  Her  resour- 
ces for  general  relief  have  been  taken  away,  ami  given  to  those 
who  cannot  use  them.  Her  ability  to  secure  the  return  of  what 
she  lends  in  the  sound  currency  in  which  she  lends,  is  also 
gone.  The  whole  country  perceives  that  what  is  w'anted  is  se- 
curity for  the  future;  and  while  the  plan  of  the  secretary  shall 
be  prosecuted  in  any  of  its  parts,  the  people  will  not  believe 
that  a single  day  of  the  future  is  secure.  This  universal  dis- 
trust and  apprehension,  and  not  the  operations  of  the  bank,  will 
be  received  by  the  dispassionate  observer  as  the  solution  ol  the 
difficulties  W’hich  now'  surround  us;  and  whatever  will  remove 
this  distrust  and  apprehension,  and  nothing  short  of  it,  will 
provide  the  remedy.  The  return  of  the  deposites  is,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  minority,  an  indispensable  part  of  this  remedy, 
due  by  public  faith  to  the  bank,  due  also  by  public  policy  as  a 
declaration  of  peace  between  the  treasury  and  the  bank.  But 
they  cannot  regard  the  mere  return  as  affording  the  promise  of 
a radical  cure.  The  eyes  of  the  nation  are  now  intently  fixed 
upon  the  currency.  If  the  present  bank  is  not  to  be  recharter- 
ed, something  to  regulate  the  currency  must  be  provided  in  its 
place.  The  plan  of  the  secretary  gives  over  the  regulation  to 
state  banks,  which  will  themselves  be  pronmters  of  the  disor- 
der. The  country  requires  something  which  will  regulate  the 
state  banks.  Until  this  is  effectually  provided,  the  minority 
have  no  expectation  that  distrust  and  apprehension  will  disap- 
pear, how'ever  they  may  be  diminished. 

VIII.  The  remaining  reasons  of  the  secretary  may  be  classed 
under  tu’o  heads:  acts  by  the  bank  in  violation  of  its  charter, 
and  an  act  or  acts  of  unfaithfulness  in  the  execution  of  its  duly 
to  the  trea-jury.  Under  the  first  must  be  included  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  exchange  committee  of  the  hank,  the  alleged  exclu- 
sion from  that  committee  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  rotates,  and  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
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printing  and  circulating  pamphlets.  Under  the  second,  no  fact 
is  particularly  noticed  by  the  secretary,  but  the  case  of  the 
French  bill. 

1.  In  relation  to  all  the  operations  of  the  bank  included  under 
the  first  head,  it  must  be  answered,  that  whether  the  bank  has 
been  right  or  wrong,  her  board  of  directors  assert  the  legal  right 
to  do  whatever  has  been  done.  Her  American  stockholders 
also,  who,  With  the  fullest  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances, 
have  repeatedly  elected  the  same  directors,  assert  the  same 
right,  and  approve  the  acts  which  have  been  done  in  execution 
of  it.  If  these  acts  are  not  in  violation  of  the  charter,  they  are 
mere  acts  of  administration  or  management  of  the  bank,  which 
the  United  States  as  a stockholder  have  agreed  to  commit  to 
the  discretion  of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  directors  appointed  by  the  president  have  no  veto  upon 
the  resolutions  of  the  board.  The  president  has  no  such  veto. 
If  the  resolutions  are  lawful,  the  charter,  and  all  the  stockhold- 
ers, public  and  private,  as  parties  to  it,  must  be  considered  as 
having  comttiilted  to  the  directors  the  entire  discretion  to  make 
and  execute  them.  They  may  have  been  inexpedient,  and  if 
they  have  been,  the  corrective  is  to  be  sought  in  the  annual 
elections.  They  may  have  been  deemed  inexpedient  by  the  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  president,  but  if  they  have  been,  the 
law  has  determined  that  they  are  legally  bound  by  the  voice  of 
a majority  of  the  board.  Upon  questions  of  administration 
within  the  legal  competency  of  the  board,  there  is  no  more  jus- 
tification of  an  attempt  to  tear  the  bank  to  pieces,  by  a part  of 
the  directors,  or  by  the  treasury  department  in  support  of  them, 
because  the  voice  of  the  minority  is  not  respected,  than  there 
would  be  for  an  attempt  by  a state  or  states,  for  the  like  reason, 
to  sever  the  union.  All  the  parties  to  the  compact  have  agreed 
that  questions  of  administration  within  the  lawful  competency 
of  the  legislature,  whether  of  the  bank  or  of  the  union,  shall  be 
decided  by  a majority,  and  if  they  require  correction,  that  they 
shall  be  corrected  by  a majority,  and  in  no  other  way. 

Upon  the  supposition,  then,  that  these  measures  of  adminis- 
tration by  the  bank  have  been  lawful,  the  minority  take  it  to  be 
free  from  doubt,  that  the  secretary’s  dissatisfaction  with  them 
is  not  one  of  the  causes  which  authorised  him  to  remove  the 
deposites.  The  management  of  the  bank  has  not  been  com- 
mitted to  the  secretary.  lie  has  no  right  whatever  to  inspect 
Its  management,  or  even  its  condition,  except  in  a limited  way, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  security  of  the  deposites. 
To  have  given  him  the  power  of  removal  in  any  case,  in  which 
he  should  deem  the  management  wrong,  would  have  been  to 
give  him  effectually  the  management  of  the  bank  in  every  par- 
ticular. The  charter  removes  all  such  causes  from  his  cogni- 
zance by  committing  the  management  of  the  bank  to  the  direc- 
tors, under  such  powers  and  restrictions  as  the  charter  and  by- 
laws determine. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  acts  thus  questioned  are  violations 
of  charter,  the  objections  to  the  secretary’s  act  are  equally 
plain.  In  the  first  place,  he  is  not  the  officer  to  whom  the 
charter  has  confided  the  authority  to  direct  a prosecution  for  a 
Violation  of  charter;  in  the  next  place,  it  has  expressly  confided 
that  authority  to  others;  in  the  third  place,  the  bank  is  entitled 
to  be  heard  before  any  judgment  of  violation  is  pronounced; 
and  lastly,  that  judgment  is  to  be  pronounced  by  the  judicial 
department  only. 

The  secretary’s  power  to  arraign  the  bank  for  violation  of 
charter  cannot  be  asserted.  It  is  a power  of  the  most-delicate 
and  critical  nature,  and  the  23d  section  of  the  charter  commits 
It  to  the  president  and  to  congress  only.  That  the  secretary 
should  be  impliedly  authorised  to  decide  the  whole  question, 
and  to  remove  the  deposites  at  once  upon  that  ground,  when 
the  charter  does  not  give  him  authority  to  issue  a scire  facias  to 
have  the  question  tried,  cannot  be  maintained.  Those  who 
have  authority  to  direct  the  prosecution,  have  no  right  to  try  it, 
or  to  give  judgment  on  it.  The  judicial  power  is  not  in  con- 
gress or  in  the  president,  and  they  cannot  exercise  it  without 
themselves  violating  the  charter  of  the  bank,  and  the  constitu- 
tion also.  The  bank  is  not  even  charged  with  violation  of  char- 
ter. When  charged,  she  will  be  entitled  to  a hearing;  when 
heard,  she  will  have  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury;  and  when  the 
first  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered,  she  will  be  entitled,  if 
it  be  adverse,  to  a review  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  union. 
In  the  mean  time,  in  the  sight  of  the  nation  and  the  law,  all  her 
charter  rights  remain  in  their  original  vigor.  If  the  want  of  suf- 
ficient time  to  try  the  question  is  a reason  for  deciding  it  with- 
out trial,  it  is  one  that  prostrates  all  the  harriers  which  the  con- 
stitution has  raised  between  the  assertion  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizens.  The  spirit 
which  frowns  upon  the  temperate  and  deliberate  inquiries  of 
the  judicial  magistrate,  and  demands  its  victim  in  anticipation 
of  the  tardy  and  unaccommodating  sentence  of  the  law,  is  not 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  nor  of  the  law  abiding  people  of 
the  United  States. 

The  bank  then  has  a legal  right  to  say,  as  her  directors  have 
said,  that  she  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  violation  of  charter, 
and  congress  have  not  the  legal  right  to  adjudge  the  contrary. 

If  they  cannot  adjudge  the  contrary,  they  cannot  lawfully  de- 
prive the  bank  of  a single  privilege  or  benefit  conferred  by  the. 
charter,  upon  the  ground  that  she  has  lost  them  by  violation  of 
charter.  Every  benefit  of  the  charter  is  a right  of  property,  and 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  for  the  constitution  and  for  the  peo- 
ple, that  congress  should  at  once  hold  the  public  deposites  to 
be  removable  without  cause,  rather  than  assign  the  cause  of 
violation  of  charier,  and  enforce  the  sentence  of  forfeiture  to, 


the  extent  of  a dollar,  upon  the  ex  parte  report  of  a committee. 
The  miiioriiy  do  not  mean,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  t<*  im- 
pair the  chartered  rights  of  the  bank,  by  attempting  an  investi- 
gation of  the  law  and  the  facts  before  a body  that  is  not  consti- 
tutionally authorised  to  try  them. 

The  exclusion  of  the  directors  appointed  by  the  president  is 
nowhere  shown  to  have  been  ordered  by  the  board,  or  by  the 
president  of  the  board.  They  have  not  been  appointed  on  cer- 
tain committees,  and  this  is  all  that  can  be  said,  and  the  same 
may  probably  be  said  of  many  directors  appointed  by  the  private 
stockholders.  It  depends  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and 
is  a matter  of  administration.  Whether  there  was  any  thing  in 
the  capacity  or  dispositions  of  the  individual  directors  referred 
to,  to  make  their  appointment  upon  certain  committees  proper 
or  improper,  it  might  be  deemed  invidious  iii  a paper  of  this 
kind  to  inquire,  particularly  as  it  is  understood  that  the  senate 
of  the  United  States  have  not  advised  their  re-appointment  to 
office,  and  they  therefore  do  not  at  present  stand  in  the  position 
of  public  servants,  whose  acts  require  further  investigation. 

The  expenditure  of  money  for  printing  and  circulating  pam- 
phlets has  not  been  questioned  by  the  stockholders.  They  have 
been  fully  apprised  of  it,  and  they  have  more  than  once  re- 
elected the  directors  who  have  authorised  it.  The  right  to  print 
and  publish  is  a constitutional  right.  It  belongs  to  corporations 
as  well  as  to  natural  persons.  It  cannot  be  previously  restrain- 
ed, and  it  cannot  be  subsequently  punished,  except  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a court,  when  it  is  proved  to  have  been  done  in  viola- 
tion of  law.  If  it  has  been  necessary  to  defend  the  directors  of 
the  bank  from  aspersions  upon  their  characters  for  what  they 
have  done  as  directors,  or  to  prevent  the  credit  of  the  bank 
from  suffering  by  imputations  upon  its  solvency,  or  the  integrity 
of  its  administration,  the  charge  of  the  expenditure  belongs 
properly  to  the  bank,  because  it  is  in  vindication  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank.  As  to  such  expenditures,  the  stockholders 
are  the  ultimate  judges,  and  all  the  stockholders  are  bound  by  a 
vote  of  the  majority  ratifying  the  expenditure,  as  much  as  they 
would  be  by  an  order  to  incur  it.  The  subsequent  ratification, 
by  the  re  election  of  the  directors  who  ordered  it,  is  equivalent 
to  an  original  command.  Whatever  printing  or  publishing  has 
been  done  by  the  bank,  has  been  done  openly,  without  cover  or 
disguise.  It  has  been  done  in  the  asssertion  ef  a right,  and  the 
public  have  known  it.  Whether  an  influence  equally  public, 
and  equally  innocent,  has  directed  and  supported  those  attacks 
upon  the  bank,  which  have  thrown  upon  the  institution  the  ex- 
pense of  resisting  them,  it  does  not  belong  to  the  minority  of 
this  committee  to  inquire. 

2.  The  case  of  the  French  bill,  as  upon  a claim  for  damages 
by  the  bank,  is  not  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
If  the  bank  should  make  a claim  upon  congress  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  that  demand,  it  would  probably  be  referred  to  a different 
committee.  It  is  before  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  upon 
the  question  whether  the  act  of  the  bank  in  making  such  a 
claim  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  a reason  for  dismissing 
the  bank  as  a fiscal  agent  of  the  nation,  and  the  majority  of  the 
committee  have  decided  that  it  is.  7’he  minority  are  willing  to? 
leave  this  question  to  the  decision  of  the  house  and  of  the  courv- 
try.  It  is  a principle  which,  if  rigorously  applied,  will  possibly 
economize  the  time  of  the  house,  and  the  labor  of  the  committee 
of  claims.  If  it  is  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  house 
that  every  agent  or  officer  of  the  nation,  who  makes  a claim 
upon  congress  or  upon  the  treasury,  deserves  to  be  dismissed 
from  his  office,  it  will  probably  put  an  end  to  all  claims  that  are 
not  thought  to  be  worth  more  than  the  office,  to  the  person  who 
makes  them.  No  one  can  by  possibility  doless  thanthe  bank  ha» 
done  in  the  prosecution  of  her  claim,  and  therefore  safety  is  to 
be  found  only,  in  not  making  claim  at  all.  This  objection  does  not 
unfitly  close  the  test  of  the  secretary’s  reasons.  It  is  a case  in 
which  there  was  no  agency  in  the  hank,  and  no  unfaithfulness 
in  any  one  of  her  steps,  from  the  time  when  the  bill  was  bought 
from  the  treasury,  to  the  time  when  it  was  returned  under  pro- 
test, and  the  treasury  refunded  the  amount.  The  bill  was 
bought,  paid  for,  and  duly  forwarded  by  the  bank,  duly  present- 
ed, duty  protested  for  dishonor,  duly  returned,  and  duly  notified 
to  the  treasury  department.  It  was  notified  with  a claim  for 
damages,  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  United  States  have 
for  forty-five  years  notified  similar  claims  to  the  drawers  and 
endorsers  of  dishonored  bills,  and  enforced  them  also  with- 
out any  exception.  If  this  notification  of  a claim  is  sufficient 
to  deprive  the  bank  of  her  right  to  the  public  deposites,  the 
minority  are  not  unwilling  that  the  character  of  the  other  rea'- 
sons  shall  be  inferred  from  that  of  their  .associate. 

The  minority  are  upon  the  whole  of  opinion  that  none  of  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  in  his  communication  to  con- 
gress are  sufficient  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  They 
are  also  of  opinion  that  it  is  due  to  the  bank  to  return  them 
without  regard  to  the  sentiment  of  the  house  upon  the  subject 
of  recharter.  They  are  further  of  opinion  that  the  situation 
of  the  country  requires  immediate  action  by  congress,  to  restore 
public  confidence,  and  to  prevent  a derangeroerrt  nf  the  cur- 
rency. And  they  express  to  the  hotise  their  settled  conviction 
that  these,  objects  will  not  be  attained  If  the  public  deposites 
are  left  in  the  state  banks.  They  think,  besides,  that  the  uni- 
versal voice  of  the  country  requires  that  something  shall  be  im- 
mediately done  for  public  relief,  and  that  the  resolutiorrs  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  will  only  aggravate  the  existing  evils, 
instead  of  providing  a remedy.  R.  H.  WILDE, 

BEN.  GORHAM. 

HOR.  BINNBY. 
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The  reply  of  the  Baltimore  committee  to  Mr.  McKim's 
address,  published  in  our  last  paper,  will  be  found  in  the 
present. 

The  proceedings  of  a great  meeting  held  at  New  York 
a few  days  ago,  with  the  report  of  the  “union  committee” 
raised  on  the  11th  ult.  fill  a large  part  of  our  sheet.  We 
had  nearly  resolved  not  to  enter  upon  the  publication  of 
any  more  long  articles  on  the  subject  to  which  this  re- 
port refers — but  the  importance  of  the  facts  generally 
offered,  and  the  power  with  which  they  are  presented 
to  the  public  mind,  have  caused  us  to  regard  it  as  a do- 
cument  of  great  value,  for  present  or  future  use.  It  is 
the  work  ot  Mr.  Gallatin. 

On  Monday  last,  24th  inst.  the  people  of  Baltimore 
were  thrown  into  a state  of  high  excitement  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  following  notice,  in  two  of  the  morning 
papers  of  that  day: 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Bank  of  Maryland,  24th  March,  1834. 

The  board  of  directors  of  this  institution  have  ascertained, 
with  surprise  and  deep  regret, equal  to  any  that  the  community 
will  feel,  that  this  institution  is  unable  to  proceed  with  its  bu- 
siness, and  they  have  resolved  to  transfer  all  its  effects  to  a 
trustee,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank. 

The  board  of  directors  hope  and  trust  that  the  assets  will  be 
sufficient  to  discharge  the  debts  of  the  institution,  and  their  de- 
termination to  stop  its  business  at  once,  is  from  a conviction 
that  to  continue  it  longer  would  only  be  attended  with  loss  to 
(he  community.  Their  advice  to  the  creditors,  founded  upon 
the  best  judgment  they  are  now  able  to  form,  is,  not  to  sacri- 
fice their  claims.  The  debtors  of  the  institution  will  have  the 
privilege  of  paying  their  debts  with  the  notes  and  certificates  of  | 
deposiie,  and  the  open  accounts  due  by  the  bank,  and  these 
alone  they  hope  will  enable  the  note  holders  and  depositors 
speedily  to  realize  nearly  all  if  not  the  entire  amount  of  their 
credits.  By  order,  R.  WILSON,  cashier. 

[This  notice  was  left  at  the  offices  late  on  Sunday  even- 
ing, the  23d,  though  dated  on  the  24th.] 

When  this  news  reached  the  morning  steamboat  for 
Philadelphia,  some  of  the  intended  passengers  rushed 
on  shore,  “as  though  she  had  been  on  fire,”  as  a gentle- 
man present  remarked  to  us — and,  by  8 o’clock,  A.  M. 
South  street,  (in  which  the  bank  of  Maryland  is,  or  was, 
located),  was  filled  with  an  anxious  and  distressed  mul- 
titude, some  of  whom  were  females!  The  crowd  in- 
creased— but  9 o’clock  arrived,  and  the  door  remained 
shut.  This  bank  had  heavy  deposites  on  certificates 
bearing  interest,  and  we  think  it  probable  that  a larger 
amount  of  its  notes  were  in  the  local  circulation  than 
the  aggregate  of  all  the  rest  of  our  banks,  though  its  ca- 
pital was  only  300,000  dollars! — and  it  is  very  possible 
that  from  25  to  30,000  dollars  in  its  bills  were  paid 
away,  in  wages  to  working  people,  last  Saturday  even- 
ing, when  they  were  offered  and  received  in  good  faith! 

A large  crowd  remained  before  the  door  until  even  10 
or  11  o’clock  at  night,  chiefly  of  the  poorer  classes  of 
the  people;  and  yet,  to  their  lasting  honor  be  it  said,  no 
act  of  violence  was  attempted,  though  “curses  loud  and 
deep”  were  uttered  against  “the  experiment”  which  is 
now  going  on.  As  soon  as  the  other  banks  opened, 
“runs”  were  made  upon  them  all,  for  small  sums  in  coin 
— which  were  promptly  and  good-humoredly  satisfied; 
and  hundreds  of  persons  were  seen  in  the  streets  carry- 
ing-off parcels  of  specie.  The  press  at  the  Union  hank 
was  by  far  the  greatest — there  was  a constant  crowd  be- 
fore the  door  until  about  4 o’clock,  when,  all  who  pre- 
sented a claim  against  that  bank  being  quieted,  the 
doors  were  closed  and  the  people  retired,  pc.aceably. 
Tliis  is  the  deposite  bank;  but,  like  the  rest  of  the  hanks 
of  this  city,  (except  the  Susquehannah  and  the  J[tary- 
land,  which  have  failed),  had  a small  and  well-guarded 
circulation,  compared  with  its  means;  but  a belief  was 
generally,  (though  erroneously)  entertained,  that  it  had 
some  close  and  intimate  connexion  with  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ry land,  and  would  be  involved  in  a common  fate.  A few 
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small  deposites  were  also  withdrawn — but  the  resources 
of  the  bank  were  ample.  On  Tuesday  there  were  liglit 
demands  on  most  of  the  banks,  and  a considerable  pi  ess 
again  at  the  Union — but  the  alarm  rapidly  subsided, 
and,  perhaps,  the  specie  in  the  banks,  (generally)  that 
evening,  was  greater  than  it  had  been  before  the’  “run” 
commenced,  many  persons  who  held  quantities  of  coin 
freely  depositing  it — and  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates  behaved  nobly,  being  willing  to  extend  the 
use  of  its  means  on  the  emergency — for  the  demand  on 
this  bank  was  insignificant;  and,  at  some  of  the  other 
banks,  '■'■Uncle  Susn’s  money''*  v>as  prefei-red  to  coin! 
On  Wednesday,  though  many  gloomy  faces  were  seen 
in  the  streets,  there  was  no  general  excitement — extra 
demands  for  coin  were  still  made;  but  many  returned  on 
deposite  that  which  had  been  previously  withdrawn. 
Some  engagements  were  violated,  however,  that  would 
have  been  kept,  if  the  bank  of  Maryland  had  not  stop- 
ped payment;  but  the  amount  was  not  large.  On  Thurs- 
day extra  demands  for  specie  were  still  made— but  no 
new  difficulty  has  since  occurred,  or  is  just  now  expect- 
ed— so  far  as  we  are  informed. 

The  bank  of  Maryland  had  an  extraordinary  circula- 
tion ! and  enjoyed  an  uncommon  degree  of  the  public 
confidence;  perhaps,  for  one  reason,  that  its  stock,  the 
par  value  of  which  being  only  300  dollars,  was  steadily 
quoted  in  the  newspapers  at  500  dollars!  This  may  be- 
come a subject  for  future  remark — for  it  presented  an 
appearance  of  things  which  bad  no  substantiality  in  it. 
But  this  bank  held  a large  amount  of  the  money  of  wi- 
dows and  orphans,  small  dealers  and  thrifty  persons,  me- 
chanics and  others,  for  interest  was  allowed  even  on  tran- 
sient deposites;  and  the  manners  of  the  president  were 
popular,  and  his  accommodations  liberal.  Perhaps  the 
failure  of  any  other  three  of  our  local  banks  would  not 
have  so  immediately  affected  the  classes  of  society  refer- 
red to — all  the  means  of  many  being  lost  to  present  use, 
unless  sold  at  fifty  per  cent,  discount.  We  have  heard 
of  many  cases  any  one  of  which  is  enough  to  make  a man’s 
heart  ache — but  “perish  credit”  is  proclaimed  in  con- 
gress, and  “the  experiment”  is  to  be  persevered  in  by 
“the  government.”  lost  nothing  by  this  bank.*  It 
was  manifest  to  us  that  the  circulation  of  its  notes  was 
violently  forced;  and,  since  the  “experiment”  began,  we 
steadily,  but  quietly,  acted  towards  that  bank  as  though  it 
iniffht  fail  within  the  next  twenty-four  hours — and  if  one 
or  two  of  our  friends,  to  whom  we  confidentially,  (and  for 
their  own  use  only),  stated  our  fears,had  acted  upon  them, 
they  would  have  been  better  off  than  they  are;  but  no- 
thing had  openly  happened  that  could  have  justified  us  in 
throwing  those  fears  before  the  public — and  no  disposition 
existed  to  injure  the  credit  of  the  bank,  or  embarrass  its 
operations.  A good  deal  could  be  said  on  these  matters,, 
but  we  shall  refrain. 

The  effect  of  this  failure  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Those  who 
have  charge  of  its  affairs  ought  to  publish  an  exact  state- 
ment of  them  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  no  doubt,  will  do 
it.  The  notes  of  the  bank,  and  the  certificates  of  depo- 
sites issued  by  it,  it  is  posted  up  at  some  of  the  brokers’ 
offices,  will  be  exchanged  at  50  percent,  loss  to  the  hold- 
ers of  them!  But  it  is  expected  that  all  these,  at  least, 
will  be  ultimately  paid;  and  more  may  be  done,  if  the 
debtors  of  the  hank  do  not  give  way. 

There  is  a large  amount  of  bills  issued  by  the  “Union 
bank  of  Tennessee,”  made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, in  circulation.  We  think  that  the  Tennessee  bank 
cannot  he  held  accountable  for  the  amount  of  these  bills 
unless  they  are  formally  protested,  the  demand  at  the 
bank  of  Maryland  not  being  salisfied.t  These  notes,  as 

‘Being  also  sorry  to  say  that  we  have  but  little  “money,”  just 
now,  to  lose! 

fThe  (BnBinnnre)  American  of  yesterday  says — We  learn, 
from  an  unquestionable  source,  that  large  remittances  from  the 
Union  bank  of  Tennessee  have  been  received  within  ^ few  days, 
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well  as  those  of  the  last  named  bank,  hare  a wide  range 
in  the  south  and  west. 

We  shall  close  this  article  by  taking  leave  to  say,  that, 
in  our  serious  opinion,  the  Baltimore  banks,  (with  the 
exception  of  the  Susquehannah  bank  and  the  bank  of  Ala- 
rylaud),  are  in  as  good  a condition  as  those  of  any  other 
city — and  that  we  regard  every  one  of  them  trust- worthy. 
lf*we  thought  otherwise,  we  dare  say  it — and,  surely, 
would  not  mislead  any  one  on  this  subject.  We  have  a 
great  stake  in  the  soundness  and  unitormity,  and  suffi- 
ciency, of  the  currency;  but  no  other  particular  interest 
in  any  bank  than  proportionally  belongs  to  those  who  trap 
beaver  in  the  regions  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  We 
do  not  hold  one  share  of  bank  stock,  nor  feel  ourselves 
under  a sense  of  favor  to  any  bank.  Our  little  account 
has  been  kept  in  the  Union  bank  of  JMaryland  many 
years,  without  a single  jar  or  hai  d thought,  so  far  as  we 
know,  between  the  parties — and  it  will  yet  remain  in  that 
bank,  only  regretting  that  the  balance  on  our  side  is  very 
small,  in  this  season  of  pressure,  excitement  and  peril. 


In  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  following  was  pub- 
lished— - 

At  a meeting  of  the  officers  of  the  several  banks  of  the  city, 
coaveHcd  at  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  in  consequence  of  a 
notice  received  from  the  president  of  the  Union  bank  of  Mary- 
land, to  take  into  consideration  the  stale  of  affairs  arising  from 
the  closing  of  the  business  of  the  hank  of  Maryland,  the  follow- 
ing presidents  and  cashiers  were  present: 

IVilliam  Lormaii,  president  of  the  bank  of  Baltimore. 

Philip  Moore,  of  the  Franklin. 

Wm.  Bohn,  of  the  Commercial  and  Farmers. 

Nicholas  Brice,  of  the  Farmers  and  Merchants. 

Wm.  U.  Murray,  cashier  of  the  Mechanics. 

J.  Bier,  cashier' of  the  Marine. 

William  Lorman  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  N.  Brice  acted 
as  secretary.  Amongst  other  proceedings  the  following  took 
place. 

The  president  of  the  Union  bank  informed  the  meeting  that 
the  bank  of  Maryland  had  made  a deed  of  trust,  which  they 
were  prepared  to  deliver,  conveying  all  the  property  of  the 
bank  to  him  in  trust,  for  the  general  and  equal  benefit  of  its 
creditors— that  he  had  not  as  yet  read  it,  nor  accepted  it,  and 
declined  doing  so  without  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  the 
other  banks  interested  in  the  distribution  of  ilie  funds,  and  that 
this  meeting  was  called  to  lay  the  subject  before  them  for  their 
direction  concerning  it. 

It  was  then  by  the  meeting, unanimously  resolved  by  the  pre- 
sidents and  cashiers  present,  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  advisa- 
ble that  Mr.  Ellicott  accept  the  deed  of  trust  proposed  by  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  that  they 
therefore  unite  in  recommending  him  to  do  so.  It  being  under- 
stood among  other  things  of  detail,  that  the  different  banks  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  trust,  and 
that  their  several  officers  shall  have  free  access  to  every  infor- 
mation that  they  may  require  until  its  close. 

And  on  Tuesday  afternoon  the  following,  addressed  to 
the  public  by  the  president  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and 
to  the  editors  of  the  newspapers  by  the  trukee — both 
which  had  a cheering  effect,  especially  the  last: 

TO  THE  PDBLIC. 

In  consequence  of  the  extreme  pressure  upon  the  money 
market,  and  the  unprecedentedly  severe  demands  upon  the 
hank  of  Maryland,  I regret  deeply,  with  my  fellow  citizens,  that 
it  has  been  compelled  to  stop  its  business. 

The  suspension  has  been  sudden  because  it  has  occurred  at 
at  the  very  first  moment  it  appeared  that  the  interest  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  bank  required  it — if  efforts  had  been  made  to  sus- 
tain the  credit  of  the  institution  at  the  expense  of  heavy  sacri- 
fices of  property,  the  result  would  have  still  been  questionable, 
but  the  certainty  of  loss  would  have  occurred.  Under  all  cir 
cumstancej,  it  has  been  deemed  best  by  the  sounde.st  judgment 
to  which  we  could  have  resort,  to  adopt  the  course  which  has 
been  adopted,  viz:  to  place  in  the  hands  of  a suitable  trustee, 
under  the  direction  of  the  honorable  Stevenson  Archer,  and  the 
honorable  Thomas  B.  Dorsey,  or  such  person  or  persons  as  they 
may  appoint,  all  the  effects  of  the  bank,  to  be  kept  together, 
collected  and  faithfully  distributed  among  the  creditors,  as 
speedily  as  it  can  possibly  be  done. 

My  confident  opinion  is,  that  the  bank  is  able  to  pay  all  its 
obligations,  but  to  obviate  any  difficulty  whatever,  and  to  satis- 
fy the  holders  of  the  notes  and  the  special  certificates  of  the 
bank,  I hereby  pledge  my  whole  private  estate,  whether  real, 
private,  pers6nal  or  mixed,  to  redeem  any  deficiency  that  the 
means  of  the  bank  may  by  any  possibility  be  unable  to  redeem. 

EVAN  POULTNEY. 


March  25,  1834. 


for  the  redemption  of  its  notes  made  payable  at  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  that  these  funds  have  been  forwarded  to  Philadel 
phla.  It  is  probable  that  arrangements  will  soon  be  made  for 
their  proper  application  in  Baltimore. 


You  arc  requested  to  slate  in  your  paper,  for  the  information 
of  all  parties  who  have  notes  or  other  securities  deposiud  for 
collection  in  the  bankof  Maryland,  that  they  will  have  the  same 
returned  to  them  on  application  to  R.  Iriison,  esq.  casnier, 
provided  that  such  notes  or  securities  have  not  been  deposited 
as  security,  or  the  depositors  thereof  are  not  indebted  to  the 
bank  on  notes,  bills,  or  other  responsibilities  which  have  be- 
come due  or  otherwise— such  notes  not  being  considered  as  any 
pat  I of  the  assigned  fund.  TIIO.  ELLlCOTT,  trustee. 

It  woulfl  be  well,  indeed,  if  the  enemies  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  agree  upon  some  course  for  that 
institution  to  pursue!  In  the  first  place,  its  ability  to  meet 
its  engagements  was  doubted  by  the  highest  autliorily — 
and  now,  by  the  same  [larty,  its  power  to  maintain  itself 
subjects  it  to  be  called  by  many  hard  names.  In  the  se- 
cond, when,  because  tlie  business  of  tlie  country  was  large, 
and  the  general  price  of  commodities  high,  requiring  a 
greater  sum  in  money  to  carry  on  the  exchanges,  it  was 
charged  with  a design  to  corrupt  the  people  by  the  libe- 
rality of  its  accommodations'— and,  though  four  or  five 
years  ago,  as  appears  by  the  president’s  messages,  the 
time  had  arrived  w'hen  it  should  look  to  a closing  of  its 
concerns,  it  is  abused  for  causing  the  present  pressure 
on  the  people  by  the  curtailment  of  its  discounts.  In  the 
third,  it  is  said  that  such  curtailment  is  wantonly  oppres- 
sive, and  yet  the  sober  fact  is  that  the  reduction  does  not 
exceed  the  reduction  of  its  deposites.  In  the  fourth,  it 
is  blamed  for  making  money  scarce,  though  its  cii  cula- 
tion  has  been  increased  about  two  millions,  which  is  as  if 
added  to  the  specie  of  the  country,  to  enable  the  state 
banks  to  pay  debts ! In  the  fifth,  it  is  imperiously 
said  that  it  must  and  shall  wind  up  its  affairs,  and  then  it 
is  denounced  for  retirements  from  its  discount  line  which 
have  a less  amount  than  the  retirements  from  the  line  of 
its  deposites.  In  the  sixth,  it  is  threatened,  in  “high 
places,”  with  “runs”  for  payment  of  its  issues,  and  abus- 
ed, in  the  same,  because  it  holds  on  to  its  coin  to  satisfy 
all  reasonable  ov  unreasonable  demands  upon  it!  So  we 
might  pass  to  the  fiftieth  place,  and  present  similar  con- 
trasts. Will  it  please  those  in  power  to  lay  down  some 
course  for  the  bank  to  pursue,  that  the  people  may  be  re- 
lieved of  an  oppression  which  we  really  fear  may  make 
them  “mad?”  For  the  old  proverb  says — ^“oppression 
maketh  a wise  man  mad.” 

Considerable  political  importance  has  lately  been  at- 
tached to  the  ward  elections  for  constables  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  At  that  held  last  year  11  “Jackson” 
and  4 anti-Jackson  men  were  chosen;  but  at  that  held  on 
the  20th  inst.  13  anti-Jackson  and  2 Jackson  men  were 
chosen;  and  .similar  changes  have  been  made  in  some  of 
the  adjoining  districts.  For  in.stance,  the  Jackson  can- 
didates were  defeated  in  each  of  the  four  wards  of  Spring 
Garden.  It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  excitement 
which  prevails  in  Philadelphia  and  its  neighborhood.  It 
may,  however,  be  partially  esteemed  from  the'  fact  that, 
by  _^the  lowest  calculation,  25,000  men  of  the  city  and  county 
assembled,  with  banners,  in  Independence  Square  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  20th  instant,  and  passed  certain  resolu- 
tions, See.  some  account  of  which  must  be  recorded;  but 
we  cannot  make  room  for  it  this  week. 

We  have  recently  beard  a great  deal  about  “panic 
makers;”  but  gov.  J\larcy,  of  New  York,  in  our  humble 
opinion,  has  done  more  than  any  other  person  to  make  a 
panic — by  bis  message  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  on 
the  23d  inst.  which,  we  regret,  cannot  now  be  inserted. 

After  speaking  of  the  “rapid  curtailments”  of  the  dis- 
counts of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  and  manifesting 
much  hostility  towards  that  institution,  and  assigning, 
also,  several  other  reasons  for  the  pressure  on  the  money 
market,  and  saying  that  the  safety  fund  banks  have  re- 
duced their  circulation  three  millions  of  dollars  since  the 
1.9?  of  January  last!  he  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of 
other  subjects,  and  proposes,  as  the  best  means  of  obtain- 
ing relief,  the  creation  of  a state  stock  of  four  or  five 
millions,  to  be  loaned  to  tlie  state  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York  (for  which  be  thinks  money  may  be  borrotved 
in  Fnirope),  tliat  these  banks  may  relieve  the  other  banks 
of  the  state,  &c.  which  the  deposite  and  use  of  several 
millions  of  the  canal  fund,  with  the  deposites  of  the  U. 
States,  has  not  been  able  to  accomplisli ! 
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With  a resort  to  the  trial  of  ffUcA  remedies,  the  pros- 
pect a-head  is  realljr  awful. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  United  States  deposites 
In  the  Girard  bank,  at  Philadelphia,  will  be  given  up. 
At  a late  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  noUt:  being  on 
one  side,  some  sober  citizens  thought,  and  the  sliouling 
ones  believed,  that  tlie  question  was  doubtful,  if  not  decid- 
ed according  to  \.\\*tuproarionsness  of  the  latter  party;  but 
the  other  side  took  sure  and  quiet  means — they  opened 
a paper,  and  invited  subscribers;  and  it  now  appears  that 
17,5tK3,  out  of  the  30,000  shares,  have  been  signed  for,  to 
give  up  the  deposites;  and  it  is  well  known,  (say  the  Phila- 
phia  papers),  that  several  thousand  shares  are  not  availa- 
ble for  uses  of  tl>is  kind — being  held,  perhaps,  in  distant 
places,  or  in  Europe.  It  is  added,  that  the  officers  of  the 
bank  approve  the  measure,  though  they  have  not  taken 
any  part  in  bringing  it  about.  From  this  it  appears  that 
a very  large  majority  of  the  stock  is  in  the  hands  of  per- 
sons opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  though 
placed  in  their  own  bank — as  was  the  case  in  Virginia — 
and,  perhaps,  would  be  elsewhere,  if  the  matter  was  fairly 
testeil. 

The  Philadelphia  Gazette  asserts  that  8,000  shares  are 
held  by  j>ersons  in  Europe,  and  2,000  by  the  directors, 
and  20,000  by  the  citizens — so  that  of  those  who  have 
acted  on  the  present  occasion  seven-eighths  sn-a  for  giving 
up  the  deposites. 

The  official  “Globe”  of  Monday,  speaking  of  the  Gi- 
rard bank,  says — “That  bank  ought,  and  no  doubt  will, 
in  pursuance  of  its  contract,  be  reqiured  to  pay  every  dol- 
lar of  deposite  on  hand  the  moment  it  refuses  to  receive  the 
accrtcing  retienue.  Not  the  indulgence  of  a day,  nor  an 
hour,  should  be  given  to  an  institution  which  deserts  the 
post  it  has  voluntarily  assumed,”  &c.  and  then  suggests 
that  the  deposites  may  be  removed  to  New  York  or  Bal- 
timore, or  locked  up  in  the  vault  of  the  custom  house. 
The  spirit  of  this  article  is  of  a horrible  kind.  An  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  opinion,  and  by  those  most  interested, 
is  to  be  followed  by  swift  ruin,  if  possible,  for  desertion! 
Why  was  not  the  bank  of  Vikgixia  so  threatened  ? But 
the  agreement  between  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
the  new  deposite  banks,  left  each  party  free  to  retire  from 
the  contract,  at  discretion,  the  secretary  being  required 
to  give  reasonable  notice  of  his  intention  to  remove  the 
public  money.  “JVbi/s  verrons!” 

In  our  congressional  proceedings  will  be  found  a brief 
abstract  of  a speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  the  senate,  on  the 
25th  inst.  respecting  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  in 
which  Mr.  Taney  is  a stockholder,  &c.  with  a co[)y  of  a 
note  published  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  appetjded. 
Intending  to  present  all  such  things  fully,  we  think  it 
right  to  add,  that  the  “Globe”  of  the  27lhJias  an  article 
saying,  that,  for  some  time  past,  Mr.  Taney  had  held, 
and  held  when  the  deposites  were  removed,  “six  or 
seven”  thousand  dollars  of  stock  of  this  bank — that,  on 
this  account,  he  requested  the  president  himself  to  select 
the  deposite  bank  in  Baltimore,  saying  “however”  that 
he  thought  the  capital  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  was  too 
small  to  make  it  a suitable  depository — that  he  has  not 
bought  or  sold  any  bank  stock  since  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — that  he  never  w'as  a director  in  the  Union 
bank,  though  once  elected,  without  his  knowledge — that 
no  treasury  draught  has  been  given  to  the  Union  bank 
since  October  last,  and  that  this  bank  had  not  asked  the 
aid  of  the  department  to  sustain  it — that  the  secretary 
has  never  doubted,  and  does  not  now  doubt,  that  the 
Union  bank  is  perfectly  able  to  sustain  itself  against  any 
attempts  that  may  be  made  against  it. 

Ill  the  same  degree  of  fairness  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  it  was  commonly  said  and  currently  believed,  that 
Mr.  T.  held  25,000  dollars  worth  in  the  stock  of  this 
bank,  and  that  the  aid  spoken  of  had  been  afforded. 

On^^Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  have  seen  the 
following  in  the  “New  York  .\merican”  of  the  2Gth,  as 
an  extract  of  a letter  from  Baltimore,  speaking  of  the 
‘‘bank  of  Maryland” — and  also  an  article  of  the  same 
purport  in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  the  same  date — 

“This  Irnnk  has  been  circulatin';  vast  numbers  of  its  notes  in 
the  wost;  la<t  week  a draught  from  tlie  west  for  $150,000  was 
presented  through  the  branch  bank— the  preeident,  Ponltiiey, 
asked  one  day.  It  was  granted — an  express  was  sent  to  Mr. 


Secretary  Taney,  who  drew  on  the  branch  for  $200,000,  thus 
ttie  draught  on  the  Maryland  hank  was  paid,  and  the  other 
i^.'lOjOOO  were  deposited  in  the  pet  bank,  the  Union,  whicli  has 
done  every  thiii!;  in  it:^  power  to  sustain  Poultney’a  bank,  but 
all  in  vain,  though  aided  by  the  government  in  the  sum  of 
$150,000.” 

And  the  “Commercial”  observes — “There  are  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of 
Maryland,  which  will  require  an  immediate  investio-a- 
tion  by  the  senate.  The  bank  of  Maryland  was  latterly 
a political  bink.  Having  extemled  itself,  through  the 
patronage  of  the  government,  it  has  at  last  met  the  con- 
sequences of  a dependence  on  executive  wisdom  and  in- 
terference with  the  currency,”  btc. 

We  [Register]  had  not  before  heard  any  thing  of  this 
transaction* — but,  if  the  facts  staled  are  true,  it  will  only 
shew  that  the  likeness  of  the  names  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
inland and  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  has  caused 
anotlier  mistake — the  latter  having  been  cliarged  with 
making  a loan  of  $50,000  to  Mr.  Barry,  P.  M.  G.  which 
had  been  made  by  the  former. 

- > 
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March  21.  After  some  other  business — 

Memorials  were  presented  by  the  following  members  praying 
for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &.c.  by  Mr.  Clay  from  up- 
wards of  3,000  persons,  clerks  of  mercantile  men,  and  others 
engaged  in  trade,  in  the  city  of  New  York;  also  by  the  same 
from  a large  number  of  traders  from  ten  different  states  on  the 
valley  of  the  Mi.ssissippi,  who  happened  lately  to  be  in  Phila- 
delphia, laying  in  their  stock  of  goods  for  the  season;  five  by 
Mr.  Southard,  one  fiom  three  of  the  banks  of  New  Jersey,  and 
the  others  from  the  counties  of  xMorimouth,Glouce.ster  and  Hun- 
terdon; and  three  by  Mr.  Kent,  from  the  bunks  of  J'rederick  and 
Washington  counties.  All  which  were  severally  rend,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  finance  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Rcnolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads 
be  instructed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  present  condition 
of  the  post  office  dep.artment,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers  to  take  testimony  for  that  purpose;  and 
that  the  secretary  of  the  senate  shall,  on  application  of  the  com- 
mittee, appoint  a clerk  to  attend  them. 

[This  resolve  lies  on  the  table.] 

The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  state  department 
shewing  the  number  of  American  seamen  registered  up  to  the 
last  s|uarter  of  the  year  1833. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  order 
of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  continue  for  a limited  time,  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  bank;  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  at  large  upon  the  question* 
brought  into  view  by  the  bill.  After  he  concluded,  Mr.  Benton 
addressed  the  senate,  until  near  4 o’clock,  when,  without  con- 
cluding, having  yielded  the  floor,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  22.  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Cummings,  of  Ohio,  praying  to  be  relieved  from  losses  sustain- 
ed by  him  in  consequence  of  a fraud  committed  by  one  of  the 
United  States  land  officers;  which  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  public  lands. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  the  proceedings  of  a large  and  respect- 
able meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsy  lvania, 
also  a memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  county  signed 
by  upwards  of  1,800  voters,  complaining  of  the  distress  caused 
by  the  experiment  of  the  government,  and  asking  a restoration 
of  the  deposite.s,  &c.  Mr.  W.  in  presenting  the  above  made 
some  elotjnent  remarks  descriptive  of  the  character  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  memorial,  the  productions  of  the  county,  and  of  their 
depreciated  value,  &c.;  and  amongst  other  things  stated  that  it 
contained  10  or  12  forges;  that  there  were  upwards  of  4,000  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron;  that,  in  addition  to 
these  manufacturers,  there  were  others  engaged  in  paper  mak- 
ing; that  all  had  been  compelled  to  dismiss  or  decrease  their 
hands;  that  the  agriculturists  had  also  come  in  for  their  share 
of  loss;  that  corn  and  rye  could  hardly  he  got  rid  of  at  Cham- 
bersburgh  at  any  price;  the  loss  on  wheat,  the  great  product  of 
the  county,  rv.as  30  cents  per  bushel;  and  that  clover  seed, ano- 
ther great  product,  had  fallen  from  $6  to  .$4  per  bushel. 

Mr.  Forsyth  presented  the  memorial  of  300  citizens  oJ  Peters- 
burgh,  Va.  approving  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Leioh  bore  testimony  to  the  respectability  of  many  of  the 
signers  of  the  memorial,  but  doubted  whether  there  were  as 
many  as  300  voters  in  Petersburgh;  he  then  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  citizens  ot  Princess  Anne  county,  Va. 

Mr.  Robbins  presented  two  memorial.s  against  removing  the 
deposites,  one  from  Newport,  the  other  from  Smithfield,  R. 
Island.  The  above  proceedings  and  memorials  were  severally 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Eunnz  reported  a bill  to  settle  the  boundary  line  of  the 
stale  of  Ohio,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

*Nor  as  yet  (Friday  evening)  have  we  heard  the  statement 
either  aflirrned  or  denied.  We  have,  however,  re.asons  to  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  is  a mistake,  as  to  time,  and  circi^nstances, 
at  least. 
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The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
leave  on  Mr.  Webster’s  bill  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  when 

Mr.  Benton  resumed  his  remarks,  and  concluded  about  a 
quarter  past  3 o’clock;  when 

Mr.  White  rose  and  said  he  wished  to  express  his  sentiments 
on  this  question,  and  would  do  so  then,  or  on  Monday  next  as 
might  be-lhe  pleasure  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Wright  stated  there  was  much  businsss  of  an  executive 
nature  before  the  senate,  and  expressed  a wish  that  the  senator 
from  Tennessee  would  defer  his  remarks  till  Monday.  After 
some  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay  and  Webster,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  the  senate  went  into  executive  business;  and  after  the 
doors  were  reopened,  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  Zi.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  signed  by  900 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  Mass,  remonstrating  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  for  their  restoration 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  VV.  said  that  the  town 
of  Lynn  was  beautifully  situated,  is  highly  industrious,  and 
had  been  hitherto  prosperous  and  flourishing.  With  a popula- 
tion of  8,000  souls,  its  great  business  was  the  manufacture  of 
shoes;  that  3,000  persons,  men,  women  and  children,  are  en- 
gaged in  this  manufacture.  They  make  and  sell  ordinarily,  two 
millions  of  pairs  of  shoes  a year,  for  which,  at  75  cents  per  pair, 
they  receive  1,500,000  dollars;  that  they  consume  half  a million 
of  dollars  worth  of  leather,  a large  portion  of  which  was  pro- 
cured at  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  The  largest  number  of 
votes  ever  known  to  have  been  given  in  Lynn  was  1,060,  and 
900  had  signed  the  memorial.  He  slated  that  the  manufacturers 
of  Lynn  sent  their  articles  to  every  state  in  the  union;  for  the 
proeeeds  of  the  sales  they  draw  their  bills  on  time,  discount 
them  and  receive  the  cash.  They  had  heretofore  found  no  dif- 
ficulty in  cashing  their  bills  at  three  fourths  of  one  per  cent. 
though  drawn  on  the  most  distant  places.  But  the  executive 
government  has  broke  up  all  this,  and  these  manufacturers  sell 
their  bills  now  at  a discount  of  fAree  per  cent.,  thus  losing  two 
dollars  and  a quarter  in  every  hundred  by  losing  the  former  fa- 
cilities of  exchange.  In  the  present  state  of  things,  the  manu- 
facturers are  unwilling  to  buy  stock,  and  afraid  to  enter  into  any 
new  engagements.  They  cannot  therefore  employ  labor  as  for- 
merly, and  a slate  of  confusion  and  embarrassment  has  conse- 
quently ensued.  Three  hundred  hands  have  been  dismissed 
from  employment,  since  the  date  of  the  memorial,  and  others 
must  be  dismissed.  “When  (asked  Mr.  W.)  will  this  foolish 
experiment  be  abandoned.^”  All  men  may  commit  errors,  but 
wise  men,  and  candid  men,  will  retract  them,  so  soon  as  they 
see  them  to  be  errors.  They  will  not  adhere  to  errors  in  spite 
of  experience,  and  grow  more  obstinate  and  more  angry,  in  pro- 
portion as  that  error  becomes  more  and  more  manifest.  The 
country,  said  Mr.  W.  must  be  saved;  and  the  people  must  save 
it  by  compelling  those  who  have  adopted  ruinous  measures  to 
retrace  their  steps. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
The  chair  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  held  in  York  county,  Pa.  approving  the  conduct  of  the 
executive  in  removing  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  The  cAair  stated  that  this  was  a printed  paper  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the  meeting;  that 
it  was  the  same  paper  which  had  been  presented  to  the  senate 
some  days  since,  with  the  exception  of  the  preamble  which  had 
been  expunged,  and  which  the  senate  had  refused  to  receive. 
The  committee,  (the  cAair  said)  had  expressed  their  regrets 
that  they  were  not  authorised  by  the  meeting  to  make  any  al- 
terations in  the  proceedings;  and  the  senate  would,  therefore, 
be  left  to  decide  whether  the  paper  was  proper  to  be  received. 

Mr.  Clay  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  paper  was  couch- 
ed in  respectful  language,  and  such  as  was  proper  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  senate.^ 

The  chair  would  not  undertake  to  decide  that  question. 

The  reception  of  the  paper  was  then  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Clay,  Webster,  Calhoun,  Poindexter,  Ewing  and  Southard,  and 
seconded  by  Messrs.  King,  Wright,  Preston  and  Kane. 

The  ground  on  which  the  reception  of  the  paper  was  resisted 
was,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  every  person,  under  the  rules 
which  govern  deliberative  bodies,  in  presenting  a paper,  to  state 
that  its  language  was  respectful,  and  such  as  might  be  received; 
and  that  the  chair  had  expressly  declined  giving  any  statement 
as  to  the  contents  of  this  paper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  the  paper  was  then  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Webster’s  bill 
to  continue  the  charier  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  when 
Mr.  White,  of  Tennessee,  addressed  the  senate  until  half 
past  3 o’clock,  without  coming  to  a conclusion,  when  he  yield- 
ed the  floor  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

March  25.  Mr.  Mangum  presented  a memorial  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Wilkesboro,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  North 
Carolina,  complaining  of  the  violation  of  law  and  assumption 
of  power  by  the  executive,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  On 
the  authority  of  a letter  he  stated  that  nine- tenths  of  the  me- 
morialists had  recently  been  the  friends  of  the  administration 
and  in  favor  of  general  Jackson. 

He  also  presented  a similar  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Ha- 
lifax county.  North  Carolina.  Both  memorials  were  read  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said  that  he  had  heard,  and  he  presumed 
that  every  member  of  the  senate  had  heard,  that  yesterday  the 


bank  of  Maryland,  situated  in  Baltimore,  had  stopped  payment. 
He  stated  further,  that  he  had  heard,  that,  in  consequence  of  a 
connection,  supposed  or  actual,  between  that  bank  and  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland,  one  of  the  banks  selected  by  the  trea- 
sury department  as  a depository  of  the  public  revenue,  there 
was,  yesterday,  a run  on  the  latter  bank  to  obtain  metallic  cur- 
rency for  the  paper  in  their  hands.  The  connection  between 
the  two  banks  seemed  so  intimate,  that  great  danger  was  appre- 
hended as  to  the  stability  of  the  Union  bank.  He  also  stated 
that  by  the  official  returns  made  by  the  tre.asury  department,  it 
appeared  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  a stockholder  to 
a considerable  exteirt;  that  he  had  heard  the  stock  held  by  the 
secretary  in  that  institution  constituted  a considerable  part  of 
his  property.  He  expressed  a hope  it  would  turn  out  that  the 
Union  bank  was  in  a safe  condition,  and  that  there  were  no 
just  grounds  for  the  apprehension  which  existed  as  to  its  safety, 
and  hoped  it  would  also  appear  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
was  not  a stockholder  in  this  bank  to  any  extent  which  would 
authorise  an  impression  that  he  had  suffered  his  own  interests 
to  enter  into  the  considerations  which  led  him  to  select  this 
bank  as  one  of  the  depositories  of  the  public  money. 

He  had  also  heard  this  morning  that  a treasury  draught  or 
treasury  draughts,  to  the  amount  of  $150,000,  had,  in  the  course 
ofa  few  days,  been  furnished  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury.  He,  therefore,  considered  it 
the  official  duly  of  the  senate  to  inquire  into  the  facts,  whether 
there  was  any  danger  to  the  public  interests  likely  to  result  from 
the  circumstance  6f  the  public  money  being  in  that  institution. 
And  to  that  end  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  de- 
posite  in  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  and  on  what  account  it 
was  deposited;  and  whether  any  treasury  draughts,  contingent 
or  other,  have  been,  during  the  month  of  March,  1834,  furnished 
to  the  said  bank,  to  enable  it  to  meet  any  demands  which  might 
be  made  upon  it.* 

This  motion  to  consider  the  resolution  requiring  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  senate — 

Mr.  Forsyth  objecting,  it  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  certain  resolutions  of  a large  public 
meeting  of  silversmiths,  watchmakers,  jewellers,  &c.  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites — 
which  was  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  &c.  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  which,  after  being  amended,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  leave  asked  by  Mr.  Webster  to  introduce  his 
bill  continuing  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States: 
when 

Mr.  IFAilc  resumed  his  speech  and  concluded  at  4 o’clock: 
when 

Mr.  Clay  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  Webster,  who  rose  and  said,  that  he  had  seen  with  regret 
a disposition  to  enter  into  a wide  debate  upon  the  whole  merits 
of  the  conduct  of  the  administration,  upon  a mere  motion  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a bill;  the  effect  of  which  course  of  proceeding 
would  be,  to  put  off  the  vote  on  Mr.  Clay’s  resolutions.  He 
could  not  concur  in  promoting  that  object,  and  as  he  had  now 
answered  bis  own  purpose,  which  simply  was  to  present  a spe- 
cific measure  for  the  consideration  of  congress  and  the  country, 
he  should  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table,  that  Mr.  Clay’s  resolu- 
tions might  be  acted  on,  and  accordingly  moved  that  his  motion 

*The  Union  bank,  on  the  26th  inst.  after  quoting  Mr.  Clay’s 
speech,  of  which  the  preceding  is  a brief  abstract,  issued  the 
following  notice: 

“There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the  rumor  that  any  other 
connection,  has  ever  existed  between  the  bank  of  Maryland  and 
the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  than  has  existed  between  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland  and  other  banks  in  the  city  of  Balti 
more. 

“It  is  not  a fact  that,  ‘in  consequence  of  any  (supposed)  con- 
nection between  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  and  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  a treasury  draught  or  ireastiry  draughts  to  the  amount 
of  $1.50,000  (or  forany  otheramounl),  have,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  few  days,  been  furnished  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury:’  No  such  draughts  having  been 
received  since  October  last.  Nor  has  there  been  any  occasion 
for  such  funds;  the  means  of  the  Union  bank  being  amply  sufli- 
cient  to  discharge  all  the  claims  against  it,  as  they  may  be  de- 
manded. 

“The  board  feel  reluctant  thus  to  appear  before  the  public;  but 
find  themselves  compelled  to  do  .«o,  by  a sense  of  duty  to  the 
stockholders,  at  a time  when  unfounded  rumors  are  in  circula- 
tion, in  prejudice  of  the  institution. 

(Signed)  THOS.  ELLICOTT,  presidenf. 

LUKE  TIERNAN, 

HENRY  PAYSON, 

WILLIAM  E.  MAYHEW, 
JAMES  CAMPBELL, 

JOHN  II.  B.  LATROBE, 

JOHN  Q.  HEWLETT, 

DAVID  M.  PERINE, 

ISAAC  TYSON, 

THOMAS  A.  NORRIS. 
WILLIAM  F.  MURDOCH.” 

[See  also  page  67.] 
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or  leave  be  laid  on  the  table,  giving  notice  that  he  should  again 
call  it  up  on  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  Forsyth  asked  for  the  yeas  and  n.ays;  which  were  order- 
ed; and  the  question  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows:  • 
YEAS— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Cl.aytoii,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hendricks,  King,  of  Geo.  Mangnin,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silshee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  VVaggainan,  Web- 
ster—24. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alabama,  Morris,  Kobiiison,  Shepley,  Tallniadge,  Tip- 
ton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 15. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  then  asked  if  the  senator  from  N.  York,  Mr.  IVright, 
desired  to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject  of  his  resolutions,  if  not 
that  he  should  say  a word  or  two  in  reply  to  those  who  had  spo- 
ken. 

Mr.  JVright  answering  in  the  affirmative,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 

March  26.  Mr.  Southard  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing of  5,000  young  men  of  Philadelphia,  opposed  to  the  course 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  removing  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  the  proceedings  ol  4,627  young  men  of 
the  same  place,  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. 

The  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the  report  of  the  commit 
tee  on  finance  on  Mr.  Clay’s  resolution  upon  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  was  then  taken  up,  and 
Mr.  Wright  rose  and  spoke  at  large,  sustaining  the  secretary. 
When  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Clay  obtained  the  floor,  and  intimated  that  if  it  was  the 
wish  of  any  gentleman  to  address  the  senate,  he  would  yield 
the  privilege.  No  senator  rising,  Mr.  Clay  moved  an  adjourn 
ment,  bnt  gave  way  to  Mr.  Poindexter,  upon  whose  motion  the 
senate  went  into  executive  business;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein  adjourned. 

March  27.  Mr.  ITing,  of  Geo.  presented  a memorial  signed 
by  about  400  persons,  citizens  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  praying  for 
the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to,  and  for  the  recharter  of,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a similar  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
Lexington  and  the  county  of  Fayette,  Kentucky,  signed  by  up 
wards  of  1,200  persons. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  presenting  the  memorial,  said,  that  the  memorial 
ists  were  composed  of  numbers  of  his  friends  and  neighbors; 
some  of  whom  he  had  known  for  forty  years — by  individuals 
embracing  all  the  various  callings  of  life,  mechanics,  manufac- 
turers, farmers,  merchants,  and  the  great  body  of  meuofbusi 
ness  of  those  places. 

It  was  true  that  the  memorialists  did  not  speak  of  any  great 
present  pressure  in  their  portion  of  the  country;  they  spoke  of 
the  approach  of  great  distress,  and  expressed  their  apprehen 
sions  that  it  would  increase. 

After  paying  them  an  eloquent  compliment,  he  said  they  had 
their  apprehensions  excited  by  what  they  deemed  an  assault  on 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country.  If,  said  he,  there  be 
a spot  in  the  union  likely  to  be  exempt  from  the  calamities  that 
had  afflicted  the  others,  it  would  be  that  region  about  Le.ting- 
ton  and  its  immediate  neighborhood.  Nowhere,  tr»  no  other 
country,  has  Providence  been  more  bountiful  in  its  gifts.  He 
stated  that  it  yielded  from  60  to  70  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre; 
but  there  were  6,000  fat  bullocks  remaining  unsold  because  the 
butchers  could  not  obtain  the  usual  facilities  from  the  banks  to 
purchase — thus  ,'$100,000  worth  of  this  species  of  properly  re- 
mained on  hand. 

The  above  memorials  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webslergave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  his  bill  extend- 
ing the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  21st  of 
April. 

.Mr.  Wilkins  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  the  town  and  county  of  Beaver,  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  for  a recharter  of  the  bank,  with  certain  mo- 
difications, for  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  disapproving 
of  the  late  message  of  governor  Wolf,  commending  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Duane,  and  censuring  that  of  Messrs.  Wilkins  and 
McKean. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  present  these  pro 
ceedings,  though  they  rapt  him  and  his  colleague  over  the 
knuckles,  and  though  he  dissented  from  their  opinions. 

The  proceedings  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  reported  the  army  appropriation  bill  without 
amendment. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  finance  on  Mr.  Clay’s  resolutions,  when 
Mr,  Clay  aro.se  and  addressed  the  senate,  and,  after  speaking 
two  hours  without  concluding  his  remarks,  he  gave  way  to  a 
motion  to  that  effect,  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  representatives. 

Friday,  March  21.  Various  bills  of  a private  nature  being  re- 
ported and  disposed  of. 

The  hill  to  continue  the  Cumberland  road  from  the  Mi.ssis- 
Bippi  river  to  Jefferson,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  the  bill  to 
continue  the  same  road  from  Vandalia,  in  Illinois,  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  were  read,  respectively,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  w.as  further  discussed  by  Mr. 
Burges,  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour,  and  then  the  considera- 


tion of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  See.  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Gilmer,  of  Geo.  then  addressed  the  house  in  opposition 
to  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  concluded  at  half  past  2 
o’clock,  when  no  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  22.  Motions  were  respectively  made  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  of  the  house  to  take  up  certain  bills,  which  tail- 
ed, or  were  withdrawn. 

The  bill  to  return  the  duties  on  certain  pieces  of  sculpture, 
the  capitals  ol  the  columns  of  the  exchange  at  Philadelphia, 
was  then  read  the  third  tune,  and  rejected  by  a vole  of  ayes  45, 
nays  135;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  March  24.  'I'he  order  of  the  morning  being  the 
consideration  of  the  Virginia  resolutions,  the  house  took  up 
the  same,  when,. Mr.  Pinckney,  who  had  the  floor,  being  absent, 
the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  then  resumed  the  call  ol  the  states  for  the  presenta- 
tion of  petitions  and  memorials;  when 

Memorials,  petitions,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  were  pre- 
sented in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  depo.<ites  and  the  re- 
charter  of  the  bank,  by  the  following  per.-ons — by  Mr.  Hard 
from  citizens  of  New  York;  by  Mr.  Selden  from  600  citizens  of 
Biooklyn,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Fillmore  from  the  citizens  of  Buf- 
falo, New  York;  by  Mr.  Shinn  from  the  president  and  directors 
of  tile  state  bank  of  Camden,  the  Cumberland  bank  of  Bridge- 
ton,  and  the  Farmers  bank  ofN.  Jersey;  and  from  the  citizens  of 
Gloucester  county,  and  another  county,  in  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Lee  from  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Ciimbetland  county.  New 
Jersey;  by  Mr.  IFdgener  from  citizens  of  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania;  by  .Mr.  Miller  from  citizens  of  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania;  thirteen  memorials  by  Mr.  Heisler  from  about 
750  [additional]  citizens  of  Lancaster  county;  by  Mr.  Chambers 
from  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsy  vaiiia; 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Washington  in  the 
same  county, also  from  other  inhabitantsof  the  county,  signed  in 
all  by  upwards  of  1,800  voter.*;  by  iVlr.  Binney  from  a meeting  of 
building  mechanics  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by 
the  same  from  a meeting  of  tin-plate  workers,  sheet  iron  work 
era  and  cop|ier.-.niiths  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  by  the  same 
from  a meeting  of  cabinet  makers,  piano  forte  iiiaker.s,  chair 
makers,  upholsterers,  fancy  fiiinishers,  fringn  makers,  carvers, 
gilders,  varnishers,  turners,  lamp  makers,  coach  makers,  and 
others  engaged  in  furnishing  nialeriul.s  and  labor  connected 
with  these  arts,  in  tke  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  the 
same  from  authors,  editors,  booksellers,  publishers,  printers, 
book  binders,  papi  r makers,  paper  dealers,  stationers,  en- 
gravers, copper  plate  printers,  type  and  stereotype  founders, 
printing  press  makers,  and  ink  manufacturers,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia;  by  the  same,  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of 
young  men  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Banks 
from  a meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Beaver,  in  the 
stale  of  Peiiiisylvania,  by  Mr.  Henry  King  from  farmers,  iron 
masters,  storekeepers,  mechanics  and  others,  residing  in  the 
lower  pan  of  the  county  of  Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr. 
Watmough  from  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Oxford,  Lower  Dub- 
lin, Bybtiry,  Moreland  and  unincorporated  Northern  Liberties 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  the  same  from  a meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  the  third  congressional  district  of  Pennsylvania; 
by  ihe  same  from  another  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  same  dis- 
trict. Mr.  fFatmough  presented,  also,  a memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  third  congressional  district  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
complaining  of  a misrepresentation  attending  the  presentation 
to  the  house,  on  the  3d  of  March,  instant,  of  a memorial  from 
certain  citizens  of  said  third  congressional  district,  as  to  the 
number  of  signers,  and  representing  that  many  hundred  of  said 
signatures  were  duplicates.  I'he  said  memorials,  so  presented 
on  the  .3d,  though  stated  by  Mr.  Sutherland  to  contain  4,000 
signatures,  upon  strict  examination  were  found  to  have  but  1,497 
names  in  all;  of  which,  467  were  duplicates.  So  that  the  jeal 
number  of  signers,  instead  of  being,  as  alleged,  4,000  was,  in 
reality,  but  1,050.  Mr.  W.  laid  a synopsis  of  these  signatures 
before  the  house,  and  moved  for  its  printing,  together  with  the 
memorial  he  presented.  Mr.  SitlAerland,  having  obtained  h>nve 
to  reply,  gave  the  authority  on  which  he  had  made  his  former 
statement,  but  admitted  that  there  must  have  been  some  mis- 
take. The  duplicate  signatures  he  accounted  for  from  different 
copies  of  the  memorial  having  been  circulated,  and  the  signa- 
tures to  each,  by  accident,  put  together.  To  show  how  easily 
this  might  occur,  he  referred  to  about  ninety  names  in  the  me- 
morial presented  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Binney,  which  were 
to  he  found  in  similar  succession  in  two  different  portions  of 
the  roll  of  signatures.  Some  further  explanations  took  place, 
which  we  do  not  undertake  to  give  in  detail,  but  which  resulted 
in  a request  from  Mr.  Binney  that  .Mr.  Sutherland  would  send 
to  the  clerk  an  exact  list  of  the  names  he  had  referred  to,  as 
Mr.  Watmough  had  done  in  reference  to  the  memorial  present- 
ed by  .Mr.  Su/AerZand.  By  Mr. -^nZAony,  two  ineinorials  from 
I. ycoming  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Harper  from  a meet- 
ing of  silver  smiths,  watch  makers  and  jewellers  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Stewart  the  memorial  of 
inhabitants  of  Brownsville  and  vicinity,  in  Pennsylvania;  by 
Mr.  Galbraith  from  inhabitants  of  Crawford  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia; by  Mr.  Bnrnitz,  (a  protest  from  70  citizens  of  York  county, 
against  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  held  on  the  4th  March); 
by  Mr.  Wise  from  citizens  of  Northampton  county,  Virginia;  by 
the  same  from  citizens  of  Accomac  county,  Virginia;  by  Mr. 
Mason  from  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics  and  other 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Pelerburgh,  Virginia;  by  Mr.  Loyall  from 


70  NILES’  KEGlSTEll -MARCH  29,1854 


inbabitanls  of  Princess  Anne  county,  Virainia;  by  Mr.  Patton 
from  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Fredeiicksburgh  and  Falinoiitli, 
Virginia;  by  Mr.  Cage  from  inliabitanis  ot  Wilkinson  coimiy, 
Mississippi,  by  the  same  from  inhabitants  of  Adams  county, 
Mississippi. 

All  the  above  memorial.*,  procc«*dings,  See.  were  read,  refer- 
red to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  and  ordeied  to  be 
printed,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Barnitz 
ifrom  York  county,  Pa.  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table,  and  those  by  Mr.  Cage,  from  Mississippi,  which 
were  simply  presented  and  not  disposed  of. 

Memorials,  petitions  and  resolutions  against  a restoration  of 
the  public  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  U.  Stales,  and  against 
.arenewalof  the  charter  of  said  bank,  were  presented  as  fol- 
lows, viz; 

By  Mr.  Page  from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Otsego,  New 
York;  by  Mr.  MeVean  from  a meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Dickerson  from  ma- 
nufacturers, mechanics,  merchants  and  farmers  of  Paterson 
and  its  vicinity.  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Lee  from  a meeting  ofciii- 
xens  of-Cumberland  county,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Miller  from  a 
meeting  of  citizens  of  Carlisle  and  vicinity.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Suther- 
land from  citizens  of  unincorporated  Penn  township,  Pa;  by  the 
same  from  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Gal- 
braith from  inhabitants  of  Crawford  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Mason 
from  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Petersburgli,  Va.;  by  Mr.  Wise 
from  a meeting  of  inhabitants  of  Matthews  county,  Va.;  by  Mr. 
Lytle  from  a convention  of  inhabitants  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Leavitt  two  memorials  from  inhabitants  of  the 
state  of  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Parker  sundry  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
general  assembly  of  New  Jersey  adhering  to  the  resolutions 
•passed  by  them  on  the  11th  January  last;  by  Mr.  Barnitz  cer- 
tain resolutions  passed  at  a meeting  held  in  York,  Pa. 

All  the  above  memorials,  8tc.  were  read,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  w'ays  and  means  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  except  the 
•last  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Peyton,  of  Va.  moved  a resolution  calling  upon  the  secre- 
tary of  war  for  all  the  correspondence  since  March  4,  lb29,  rela- 
tive to  a removal  or  change  ol  the  pension  otfice  from  the  bank 
•of  the  United  States,  and  its  several  branches,  to  any  of  the  local 
banks. 

After  attending  to  various  other  matters  connected  with  post 
routes,  or  of  a private  and  personal  character,  there  being  but 
ibrty-seven  members  present,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  March  25.  Mr.  Chinn  reported  a bill  to  complete 
the  improvement  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  Ashley,  (if  Missouri,  having  obtained  leave,  presented  a 
memorial  from  certain  merchants,  citizens  of  the  western  slates, 
convened  at  Philadelphia,  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  de- 
posites  and  a recliarter  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Burges,  who  had  the  floor  on  Mr.  Mardh^  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  the  deposites,  waived  his  right,  in  order  that  the 
atales  might  be  called  for  memorials  and  petitions. 

'The  house  having  granted  leave. 

The  chair  resumed  the  call  of  the  states,  commencing  with 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  Cage  moved  that  tlie  resolutions  which  he  presented  yes- 
terday from  certain  citizens  of  Mississippi  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Piummer  asked  leave  to  address  the  house,  in  order  to 
■express  his  dissent  to  the  doctrines  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Cage  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  when 
Mr.  Plummer  moved  to  commit  the  resolutions  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  adverse- 
ly to  the  prayer  thereof;  but  the  resolutions  having,  by  mistake, 
been  sent  to  the  printer,  the  motion  of  Mr.  P.  was  laid  over  un- 
•lil  the  next  petition  day. 

The  chair  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  lieut.  Levy,  of 
the  navy,  presenting  to  the  U.  States  a colossal  bronze  statue 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  of  Va.  was 
referred  to  the  eoinmiliee  on  the  library,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  order  of  the  day,  being  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  when 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Ala.  took  the  floor  and  spoke  till  3 o’clock,  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Schley,  of  Geo.  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  26.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Mardis,  of  Ala.  relative  to  the  public  deposites  was  taken  up, 
and 

Mr.  Burges  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, when 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan  obtained  the  floor. 

At  one  o’clock  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  repotted  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means, 

&.C. 

Mr.  Schley,  of  Gvo.  took  the  floor  and  addressed  the  house  in 
support  of  the  secretary.  When  Mr.  S.  concluded, 

Mr.  £fJsu'or</i  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the  house 
adjourned,  which  motion  was  negatived;  but  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ being  renewed  by  Mr.  McComas,  after  some  explanations, 
the  house. adjourned. 

Thursday,  March  27,  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the 
subject  of  the  public  d«posite.s  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan  addressed  the  house,  in  opposition  thereto, 
-until  the  hour  expired  without  concluding,  when 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  and 
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Mr.  Ellsuorth,  of  Conn,  took  the  floor  and  spoke  in  opposition 
to  llie  secretary  of  the  treasury’s  reasons  until  past  3 o’clock, 
and  having  coucluried, 

Mr.  Choate  obiaincd  the  floor,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

— —♦e  © o«»— — 

THE  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  AND  MR.  McKIM. 

The  delegation  appointed  to  visit  the  city  of  Washington, 
to  present  tlie  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  favor 
of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  who  made  their  report  at 
the  meeting  in  Monument  s.'juare  on  the  5th  instant,  have  found 
Uicmselves  compelled  to  appear  again  before  the  public,  in 
answer  to  an  attempt  that  has  been  made  by  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  and  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, to  discredit  the  statements  contained  in  the  report  re- 
ferred to. 

The  delegation,  consisting  of  individuals  who  have  never 
coveted  the  honors  of  political  preferment,  who  have  for  tlie 
most  part  but  little  mingled  in  the  strifes  and  contentions  which 
liave  nnforlunatcly  so  much  agitated  our  country,  and  whose 
lives  liave  been  engrossed  in  pursuits  lliat  left  them  small  lei- 
sure and  less  desire  for  public  affairs,  w'ere  not  prepared  to 
expect  that  the  duties  they  had  reluctantly  assumed,  in  visiting 
Washington,  were  to  be  subjected  to  such  harsh  imputations, 
a.s  would  put  the  delegation  upon  the  necessity  of  vindicating, 
before  their  fellow  citizens,  their  personal  veracity  and  honor. 

In  the  excited  state  of  the  times,  they  had,  it  is  true,  good 
reason  to  believe  that  party  exasperation  would  supply  much 
severe  comment  upon  the  motives  of  the  memorialists  and  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  delegation;  and  as  citizens  charged  with  an 
important  trust,  they  were  willing  to  abide  the  spleen  of  those 
who  might  be  oITendod.  But  they  did  not  suppose  that  facts, 
solemnly  a.sserted  under  the  responsibility  of  their  names, 
would  be  flatly  denied.  This  extreme,  however,  they  have 
already  encountered  from  various  quarters,  in  forms  so  anlliori- 
tative  as  to  compel  them  in  their  own  defence,  to  throw,  them- 
selves before  their  fellow  townsmen,  with  such  a statement  as 
they  hope  will,  amongst  all  w’lio  are  acquainted  with  the  dele- 
gation, leave  the  question  of  fact,  at  least,  beyond  controversy. 

The  unusual  circumstance  of  appointing  a special  delegation 
to  visit  the  seat  of  government  in  order  to  present  the  memo- 
rial, indicated  the  deep  and  momentous  concern  which  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore  felt  in  the  past  and  in  the  pending  mea- 
sures of  the  government.  The  memorial  itself  expressed  the 
language  of  extraordinary  present  distress  and  of  anxious  fear 
for  the  future  welfare  of  the  nation.  In  every  quarter  the  dis- 
turbed and  dismayed  condition  of  the  people,  the  frequency  of 
public  meetings,  the  intensity  of  the  public  discussions,  and  the 
sad  forebodings  which  the  wisest  and  best  men  in  the  nation 
had  openly  expressed,  showed,  too  clearly  to  be  mistaken,  that 
great  interests  were  at  hazard — interests  that  involved  some- 
thing more  than  the  personal  calamities  of  individuals,  and  re- 
lated to  the  permanency  and  integrity  of  our  government.  In 
such  a slate  of  things,  the  delegation  were  selected  to  proceed 
to  the  city  of  Washington.  It  was  their  duty,  as  they  under- 
stood it,  not  only  to  present  the  memorial  with  which  they  were 
charged,  but,  also,  to  asceitain,  as  accurately  as  their  inquiries 
might  enable  them,  what  were  the  sentiments  of  the  prevailing 
party,  both  in  and  out  of  congress,  in  reference  to  the  increas- 
ing distress  of  the  limes,  and  what  were  the  hopes  of  change. 
In  this  interpretation  of  the  purposes  of  their  mission  they 
could  not  neglect  the  obvious  duty  of  holding  communication, 
not  only  with  members  of  both  houses  of  congress,  but,  also, 
with  such  portions  of  the  executive,  as  might  be  supposed  to  be 
able  to  communicate  the  authentic  views  of  that  party  in  whose 
hands,  alone,  the  power  to  redress  the  people  resided.  They 
felt  that,  as  American  citizens,  representing  a large  and  res- 
pectable portion  of  the  constituent  body,  they  had  a right  to 
this  information:  that  the  genius  of  our  government  defied  the 
concealment  of  the  principles  by  which  the  public  functionaries 
were  regulated;  and  that  as  the  halls  of  congress  were  open  to 
petition,  so  should  the  executive  department  be  open  to  the 
access  of  every  citizen  who  respectfully  approached  it  to  make 
known  the  actual  slate  of  the  country,  and  the  influence  of  the 
public  measures  upon  the  welfare  of  the  people.  With  this 
persuasion  the  delegation  felt  no  delicacy  in  holding  an  inter- 
view with  the  president  and  his  secretary  of  the  treasury;  and 
having  done  so,  they  reported  the  result  of  these  interviews  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  .is  accurately  as  they  are  able  to  recollect 
them.  And  here  they  take  le,ave  to  observe,  that  they  do  not 
recognize  the  doctrine  that  any  public  functionary,  in  this 
country,  can,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment, claim  to  consider  his  communications  to  a committee 
of  the  people,  in  matters  relating  to  great  and  important  public 
measures,  in  the  light  of  confidential  disclosures,  which  they 
are  not  at  liberty  again  to  repeat — and  more  particularly  is  this 
remark  applicable  to  the  rcpresenfalit’cs  of  the  people,  in  their 
relation  with  their  own  constituents.  Our’s  is  a government 
which  professes  to  move  in  the  light  of  public  scrutiny.  To 
comment  upon  the  principles  of  those  who  administer  it,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  congress,  is  a boasted  prerogative  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  if  the  representative  entertain  doctrines,  or  is  governed 
by  motives  of  wiiich  hi.s  constituents  are  ignorant,  the  conceal- 
ment of  them  is  unwortliy  of  his  station.  If  they  be  of  evil 
tendency,  he  is  not  fit  for  liis  place — if  they  be  good,  there  can 
be  no  private  reason  to  withhold  them. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks,  the  delegation  proceed  to 
examine  a letter,  addressed  by  the  honorable  Roger  B.  Taney, 
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secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  Upon  S.  Health,  esq.  of  this  city, 
dated  the  10th  instant,  and  lately  published  in  the  newspapers 
of  this  city;  an  answer  to  which,  it  is  proper  to  say,  would  have 
been  sooner  laid  before  the  public,  but  for  the  absence  of  two 
of  the  delegation  from  the  city. 

Mr.  Taney,  from  the  particularity  with  which  he  remarks, 
that  four  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  delegation  were  not  present  at 
the  interview  with  him,  seems  to  infer  that  the  report  had  con- 
veyed a different  impression  to  the  public:  but  it  will  be  seen, 
by  reference  to  the  report  itself,  that  the  statement  there  given 
is,  that  “a  part  of  the  delegation”  only  called  upon  him.  He 
complains  that,  in  the  conversation  to  which  he  was  invited 
by  Mr.  Brown,  one  of  the  four  who  visited  him,  he  had  no 
reason  to  expect  that  it  was  designed  for  publication.  He  then 
proceeds  to  detail  the  substance  of  the  conversation  which  he 
held  with  Mr.  Brown,  and  with  Messrs.  Crawford  and  Gaither, 
having  previously  remarked  that  Mr.  Patterson  did  not  come 
into  the  room  until  near  the  close  of  the  interview. 

That  part  of  the  conversation,  as  detailed  by  the  secretary, 
in  which  he  asserts  that  Mr.  Brown  expressed  himself  opposed 
to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  the  latter  gentleman  has  un- 
dertaken to  answer  for  himself,  and  expressly  denies,  (what 
would  seem  to  be  sufficiently  incompatible  in  itself),  that  he 
who  went  to  Washington  to  ask  for  a restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, should  have  declared  himself  opposed  to  such  a measure. 
The  contradiction  may  be  reconciled  by  adverting  to  the  fact 
stated  by  Mr.  Brown  in  his  separate  publication,  namely,  that  his 
opinion  was,  that  the  future  deposites  should  be  made  in  the 
United  States  bank,  an  opinion  which  the  secretary’s  statement 
does  not  controvert,  and  which  may  be  assunted  to  be  the  com- 
mon wish  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  U.  States,  who 
are  at  present  petitioning  for  their  restoration.  The  fact  also 
that  Mr.  Brown  desired  to  see  the  charter  of  the  bank  modified, 
or  a new  bank  erected  in  its  place,  is  conformable  to  the  known 
sentiments  of  that  gentleman,  though  a matter  of  no  interest  to 
the  mission  upon  which  the  delegation  proceeded  to  Washington. 
It  is  a fact,  however,  which  may  serve  to  show  that  the  mea- 
sure of  restoring  the  deposites  is  not  so  inseparably  connected 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  with  the  renewal  of  the  present  bank 
charier,  as  the  public  have  been  taught  at  Washington  to  be- 
lieve. 

Thus  disposing  of  such  part  of  the  secretary’s  letter,  as  re- 
fers to  Mr.  Brown,  the  delegation  cannot  perceive  much  dif- 
ference between  the  statements  of  Mr.  Taney  and  those  given 
in  the  report;  and  it  will  perhaps  relieve  the  secretary  from  his 
suspicion  that  the  confidence  invited  by  Mr.  Brown,  has  been 
violated,  when  the  delegation  assure  the  public  that  they  have 
reported  nothing  that  was  not  uttered  after  Mr.  Patterson  came 
into  the  room.  The  object  of  the  delegation  was  in  no  resptect 
unfriendly  to  Mr.  Taney,  nor  did  they  seek  to  cast  a censure 
upon  him,  nor  expose  him,  in  any  degree  to  public  animadver- 
sion. His  sentiments  had  been  already  given  in  an  official  form 
to  the  nation,  and  had  been  so  largely  canvassed  that  no  one 
could  be  supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  them.  It  was,  therefore,  not 
a subject  of  their  concern,  to  repeat  Mr.  Taney’s  views  as  declar- 
ed to  Mr.  Brown,  in  regard  to  his  conceptions  of  the  danger  and 
abusesof  the  powers  of  the  bank.  The  principal  object  of  their 
visit  to  the  secretary  was  to  communicate  to  him  their  own 
knowledge  of  the  public  distress,  of  their  conviction  of  the  source 
from  which  it  sprang,  and  to  learn  from  him  whether,  with  these 
evidences  before  his  eyes  of  the  unpredicted  and  fatal  conse- 
quences of  his  own  error  of  policy,  this  department  of  the  exe- 
cutive still  adhered  to  the  determination  of  maintaining  the  iin 
fortunate  position  it  had  previously  assumed.  His  answer  to  this 
communication  was  all  that  it  interested  the  signers  to  know, 
and  it  was  to  this  point,  accordingly,  that  they  directed  their 
attention.  Mr.  Taney  was  informed,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
delegation,  in  what  capacity  they  visited  him,  and  they  cannot 
but  feel  surprised  that  the  secretary  should  have  supposed  that 
an  answer  so  pregnant  of  interest  to  the  nation  should  not  be 
duly  and  faithfully  reported.  They  have  so  reported  it.  Mr. 
Taney  had  spoken  to  them  of  the  experiment— although  his 
letter  does  not  admit  this  phrase — and  had  said  that  it  would  be 
continued  regardless  of  the  present  difficulties;  upon  which  Mr. 
Patterson,  conceiving  this  to  be  the  great  and  paramount  ques- 
tion before  the  people,  addressed  the  remark  to  the  secretary— 
“Sir,  if  this  experiment  should  be  persisted  in,  and  some  relief 
— such  as  we  do  not  now  anticipate — should  not  be  given,  a 
large  portion  of  the  trading  community  must  fail.”  The  se- 
cretary’s reply  was — “If  all  did  fail  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment would  not  be  changed.”  To  the  verbal  accuracy  of  this 
language,  on  both  sides,  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  pre- 
sent, now,  after  mature  deliberation,  give  their  most  solemn 
declaration.  And  they  beg  again  to  repeat  that  all  that  is  con- 
tained in  their  report  was,  in  substance, communicated  to  them 
by  Mr.  Taney,  at  that  stage  of  the  conference  at  which  Mr. 
Patterson  was  present— this  gentleman  now  affirming  to  his  re- 
collection of  all  therein  contained. 

In  making  this  communication,  the  delegation  think  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore  will  perceive  that  there  is  no  substantial  dif- 
ference between  their  report,  and  the  admitted  views  of  Mr. 
Taney,  as  declared  by  himself— although  the  secretary  ha.s 
somewhat  softened  the  import  of  the  language  used  by  him.  He 
still,  however,  does  not  deny  that  he  may  have  used  the  exact 
expressions  imputed  to  him  by  the  deleeation — and  with  this 
explanation  the  delegation  are  willing  to  dismiss  the  subject; 
taking  the  occasion  nt  the  same  lime,  to  protest  that  they  never 
supposed  they  were  violating  a private  confidence,  in  repotting 


what  they  heard— and  also,  to  assure  Mr.  Taney  that  they  ap- 
proached him  and  left  him  with  sentiments  of  private  respect 
unchanged  by  the  interview — regarding  the  communication  he 
had  made  to  them,  as  the  deliberate  and  approved  course  of 
the  executive,  guided,  doubtless,  by  its  own  sense  of  the  public 
good,  and  of  the  importairce  of  its  policy. 

The  delegation  proceed  to  consider  the  letter  addressed  by 
Issac  McKim,  esq.  to  the  citizens  of  the  fifth  congressional  dis- 
trict, dated  on  the  15lh  instant. 

This  letter,  they  are  sorry  to  remark,  indicates  a degree  of 
temper  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  that  h.as  led  him  into  imputa- 
tions upon  the  delegation,  w hich,  perhap.s,  in  a cooler  moment, 
he  w+ll  regret.  The  duly  of  a represf-niaiive  to  submit  to  a 
scrutiny  of  hispnWic  character,  conveys  an  obligation  loo  vital 
to  the  liberty  of  the  people,  to  justify  the  exhibition  of  resent- 
ment against  any  constituent  who  demands  the  inquiry.  The 
representative  is  etililled  to  personal  respect— to  fair  examina- 
tion— and  to  impartial  judgment — he  is  entitled  to  be  protected, 
as  in  this  community  he  most  assuredly  would  be,  against  false 
accusations  and  misapprehension; — but  he  is  not  entitled  to  ibe 
veil  of  secrecy  to  cover  his  opinions,  or  screen  his  acts  from 
public  review.  The  people — and,  especially,  in  times  when  it 
is  important  that  their  voice  should  be  tiuly  heard  in  the  public 
councils — have  a right  to  inquire,  and  to  speak;  and  commen- 
surate with  their  right  to  inquire,  is  it  the  representative’s  duty 
to  submit  to  the  investigation. 

The  delegation  make  these  observations,  because,  in  the  part 
they  have  had  to  perform,  it  has  been  their  miaforluiie  to  incur 
from  Mr.  McKim,  the  imputation  of  a design  to  injure  him.  To 
this  they  reply,  that  some  of  them  have  been  long  in  the  en- 
joyment of  social  relations  with  that  gentleman,  which  had  won 
from  them  Iheit  private  regard,  and  that  it  is  doing  violence  to 
their  personal  sentiments,  when  Mr.  McKim  attiihnteis  to  them 
any  other  motive  or  impulse,  in  making  their  report,  than  those 
which  strictly  belong  to  their  regard  for  truth,  and  to  their  .<5cnse 
of  duly  to  the  citizens,  by  whom  they  were  deputed  to  visit  the 
seat  of  government.  Their  veracity,  however,  havinc  been 
most  uncourteoufly  challenged  by  Mr.  McKim,  they  feel  no 
hesitation  in  encountering  his  letter  with  a statement  which 
they  feel  assured  the  citizens  of  Bali imore  will  not  discredit — 
and,  in  tl»e  beginninir,  they  earnestly  reaffirm  the  entire  and 
scrupulous  truth  of  the  statement  heretofore  subniilted  to  the 
public. 

Before  the  delegation  enter  upon  the  examination  of  Mr. 
McKiin’s  letter,  they  will  pause  to  dispose  of  one  objection 
which,  from  the  phr.iseology  used  by  him,  would  seem  to  imply 
an  exception  to  the  right  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to  ex- 
pect from  him  either  accountability  to  them  as  a representative, 
or  his  aid  in  presenting  the  memorial  to  congress.  His- letter 
is  addressed  to  the  citizens  of  “the  fifth  concressional  district,” 
including  a portion  only  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore;  and  he 
speaks  ofbeing  “wantonly  assailed  by  a eommiitee  opposed  to 
the  present  administration  of  the  go\.  rnment,  deputed,  in  great 
part,  from  a neighboring  congressional  district,  and  that  a public 
meeting  convened  without  the  limitsni  his  district.”  It  is  scarce- 
ly necessary  to  say  more  to  this  objection,  than  that  a very  re- 
spectable number  of  his  own  immediate  constituents  had  signed 
the  memorial,  and  that  two  of  them,  captain  Graham  and  Mr. 
Hubbard,  (the  latter  of  whom  was  prevented  by  his  engage 
ments  in  the  city  council  from  accompanying  hi.s  colleagues), 
were  appointed  on  the  delegation.  To  this  fact  may  be  added, 
Mr.  McKim’s  notification  to'  the  delegation  that  he  was  expect- 
ed to  present  the  counter  memorial — and  that  he  did  subse- 
quently present  it,  although  that  memorial  was  al.-o  signed,  in 
great  part,  by  citizens  of“the  neighboring  district,”  and  the 
meeting  of  its  signers  was  also  convened  out  of  the  lin  its  of 
Mr.  McKim’s  di.slrict:  a fact  that  at  once  refutes  the  sincerity  of 
the  objection  intimated  above.  The  delegation  now  purpose  to 
examine  the  statements  cotitained  in  Mr.  McKim’s  letter. 

By  that  document  it  w ill  be  perceived  that  Mr.  McKim’s  in 
lerviews  with  the  members  of  the  delegation,  are  described  as 
having  taken  place,  first  in  Ms  own  parlor,  and  secondly,  in 
the  parlor  of  the  delegation.  The  individuals  of  the  delegation 
present  at  ftis  own  parlor  interviews  are  stated  by  him  to  be 
Mr.  Howell,  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  Messrs.  Birckhead 
and  Graham  separately  on  the  morning  of  the  llih.  By  the 
same  statement,  his  visit  to  the  delegation  in  their  own  room 
look  place  on  the  night  of  the  11th  and  lasted  about  an  hour,  he 
says  the  person  there  present  w'cre  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Patter- 
son, capt.  Graham,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Gaither  and  Mr.  Sliaw,  to 
the  two  last  of  which  gentlemen  he  was  then  introduced.  The 
delegation  will  add,  what  Mr.  McKim  has  forgotten,  that  Mr. 
Birckhead  was  also  present  and  conversed  with  him  some  time, 
and  that  the  visit  of  Mr.  McKim  lasted  for  upw  ards  of  two 
hours. 

From  the  long  detail  contained  in  Mr.  McKim’s  letter  of  the 
conferences  held  by  him  in /lis  ou-n  perrZor,  with  the  members 
of  the  delegation  wiio  were  his  personal  friends;  from  the  fre- 
quent stress  which  is  laid  upon  the  proffered  hospitality  of  his 
table;  from  his  announcement  that  these  interviews  were  in 
the  presence  of  his  family;  from  the  emphasis  with  w'hich  he 
trusts  that  he  may  be  excused  from  relating  the  conversation 
that  passed  at  dinner;  and,  above  all,  from  the  tenor  of  his 
concluding  remark,  Insinuating  the  private  and  confidential 
character  of  these  disclosures,  and  his  aversion  to  the  “moral 
and  .social  code”  of  the  delegation— from  all  these  circumstnnres, 
the  inference  intended  to  be  raised  by  Mr.  McKim  is  too  plain 
to  escape  notice.  They  are  all  directed  to  convey  to  the  public 
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one  conclusion— namely,  thal  the  gentlemen  referred  to  ap- 
proached him  under  llie  mask  of  friendship,  artfully  insinuat- 
ed themselves  into  the  secrets  of  his  bosom,  and  whilst  ac- 
cepting the  hospitality  of  his  table,  or  the  privileges  of  tiis 
family  sanctuary,  were  conspiring  to  betray  him,  by  the  pro- 
mulgation of  falsehoods  to  the  public.  It  will  be  seen  before 
this  rei»ly  is  concluded,  with  what  propriety  these  insinuations 
are  thrown  out. 

Mr.  McKiin  purports  to  give  what  he  calls  the  “history”  of 
what  took  place  between  himself  and  the  delegation — meaning, 
of  course,  (as,  in  such  circumstatices,  it  was  his  duty  to  give), 
a laiihful  narrative  of  every  thing  that  he  could  remember.  It  is 
upon  this  narrative  that  he  invokes  the  public  judgment;  and, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  letter,  confesses  that  if  the  report  of  the 
delegation  be  true  he  is  “unfit  to  be  the  representative  of  a free 
and  enlightened  people.”  It  is  upon  this  issue  that  the  delega- 
tion now  present  themselves  to  the  public. 

The  delegation  take  this  occasion  earnestly  to  remark,  that, 
in  the  report  made  by  them  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  they 
have  not  stated  one  word,  nor  referred,  by  the  remotest  allusion, 
to  one  expression  used  by  Mr.  McKim  any  where  but  in  their  own 
room.  Mr.  Howell,  who  visited  Mr.  McKim  in  his  parlor, 
was  not  requested  to  make  that  visit,  nor  was  he  commissioned 
to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  delegation.  No  report  was  made 
by  Mr.  Howell  to  the  rest  of  the  delegation,  except  a casual 
remark,  importing  that  Mr.  McKim  did  not  wish  to  present  the 
memorial — a remark  that  was  not  repeated  in  the  report.  His 
visit  was  regarded  by  the  delegation  as  entirely  private,  and  he 
did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  detail,  especially  for  the  public 
ear,  any  thing  that  was  there  uttered  by  Mr.  McKim. 

It  is  true  that  capt.  Graham,  being  Mr.  McKirn’s  immediate 
constituent,  was  deputed  with  Mr.  Birckhead  to  call  on  Mr. 
McKim,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  and  inform  him  that  the 
delegation  had  arrived;  but  nothing  that  passed  between  these 
gentlemen  and  the  representative  was  incorporated  into  the  re- 
port. Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  reluctance  of  the  delega- 
tion to  say  any  thing  of  Mr.  McKim’s  opinions,  except  as  they 
referred  to  the  immediate  subject  of  their  mission,  that  they 
have  in  their  report  scrupulously  omitted  many  particulars 
which,  although  properly  subject  to  public  remark,  were  of 
such  a nature  as  to  indicate  a want  of  due  reflection  on  his 
part,  and  for  that  reason  alone  were  withheld  from  the  report. 

With  this  statement  it  cannot  but  be  seen  how  very  unjust  is 
the  attempt  of  Mr.  McKim  to  enlist  the  public  sympathy  in  his 
favor,  by  endeavoring  to  cast  upon  the  delegation  the  implied 
offence  of  violating  the  confidence  of  his  fireside.  He  has, 
however,  in  his  letter,  broken  this  seal  of  confidence,  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  for  the  first  time,  the  conversation  he  had 
held  with  Mr.  Howell.  As  this  conversation  is  now  referred 
to,  somewhat  in  the  light  of  an  official  answer  to  an  official 
communication — a character  which  Mr.  Howell  certainly  never 
gave  it,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  it  is  in  general  a true  statement, 
except  that  Mr.  McKim  (according  to  Mr.  Howell’s  recollec- 
tion), instead  of  saying  that  “he  would  risk  his  life  and  fortune 
rather  than  betray  the  trust  which  bis  constituents  had  delegat- 
ed to  him”— remarked  that  he  would  encounter  this  risk  “ra- 
ther than  abandon  the  course  of  the  administration” — a remark 
which  he  reiterated  in  the  room  of  the  delegation.  The  delega- 
tion repeat  that  no  part  of  this  conversation  ever  entered  into 
the  report. 

From  Mr.  McKira’s  “history”  of  the  case,  it  would  seem  that 
the  only  occasion  on  which  he  had  any  conversation  with  any 
members  of  the  delegation  regarding  the  immediate  object  of 
their  visit  to  Washington,  was  in  his  own  parlor;  since  he  de- 
<;lnres  th.at  when  he  visited  the  delegation  in  their  room  on  the 
night  of  the  11th,  (where  he  remained,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  an  hour,  and,  according  to  that  of  the  delegation, 
jipwards  of  two  hours)  he  had  only  a general  conversation 
jibout  the  state  of  the  money  market,  the  bank  and  the  pres- 
fuire— but  not  a word,  that  he  can  remember, “about  presenting 
the  memorial.”  If  this  be  correct,  it  is  a little  strange  that  Mr. 
McKim  should  consider  the  communication  he  had  in  his  own 
parlor  relating  to  the  presentation  of  the  memorial,  confiden- 
tial, since  it  is,  according  to  his  own  testimony,  the  onlycocca- 
i^ion  on  which  the  subject  was  opened  to  him  by  any  member 
of  the  delegation.  Mr.  McKim,  however,  the  delegation  affirm, 
is  altogether  in  mistake— and  as  his  “history”  is  written  to  ena- 
ble the  public  to  decide  the  important  issue  which  he  himself 
lias  tendered,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  a little  more 
particularity  should  have  been  indulged  a«  regards  the  conver- 
sations and  events  of  this  visit. 

As  it  was  at  this  visit  to  the  delegation  in  their  own  parlor, 
that  Mr.  McKim  expressed  himself  in  the  language  ascribed  to 
him  in  the  report,  the  delegation  feel  themselves  authorised  to 
refer  to  so  much  of  the  .conversation  that  passed  there,  as  may 
be  necessary  to  recall  to  Mr.  McKim,  more  explicitly  than  they 
have  heretofore  done,  the  subjects  that  were  then  brought  into 
idiecussiion.  And  as  Mr.  McKim  is  not  only  silent  In  his  letter 
^13  to  what  passed  on  this  occasion,  but  also  expressly  negatives 
the  statement  heretofore  made  by  the  delegation,  they  take  the 
.opportunity  to  reaffirm,  in  the  most  impressive  language,  the 
perfect  truth  of  that  statement,  and  to  declare  that  all  there  re- 
ported and  much  more,  was  uttered  by  Mr.  McKim  at  this  visit; 
and  consequently  that  the  visit  was  not  of  so  informal  and  un- 
important a character  as  the  letter  would  leave  the  public  to 
suppose. 

When  Mr.  McKim  entered  the  room  of  the  delegation,  he  in- 
quired for  the  chairman.  It  is  true,  as  Mr.  McKim  stales,  that 


the  cliairin.Tii  did  not  iiiirodiice  the  subject  of  presenting  the 
memorial — because,  from  what  .Mr.  lloni'cll  had  iiitiinaled  ilic 
night  before,  the  delegation  were  led  to  believe  that  .Mr.  .Mc  Kim 
did  not  wish  to  present  it.  But  Mr.  McKim  bim.^ell  iniioductd 
the  subject,  aiid  gave  the  reasons  for  not  presenting  the  mano- 
rial already  detailed  in  the  report.  It  may  assist  bis  memory 
to  recall  this  circumstance,  so  strenuously  denied  by  bitn,  to  re- 
fer to  a fact,  the  announcement  of  which  particularly  struck 
llie  attention  of  the  members  of  the  delegation  to  whom  it  wa« 
addressed:  Mr.  McKim  staled  to  the  chairman,  amongst  oilier 
reasons  for  not  presenting  the  memorial — that  it  was  the  cus- 
tom, on  such  occasions  to  make  a long  speech — that  this  would 
be  expected  of  him  by  the  delegation,  and  therefore  he  would 
have  to  make  one,  which  he  could  do,  but  he  bud  been  advised 
not  to  make  speeches,  because  it  would  hurt  his  inffiience  in 
the  house.  He  further  remarked,  as  an  additional  reason,  llial 
he  would  be  called  on  to  present  the  counter  memorial,  which 
he  expected  in  a few  days:  and  he  said  other  things  hearing  on 
the  same  subject,  which  the  delegation  do  not  choose  to  repeat, 
being  too  confident  in  their  own  recollections,  to  allow  them- 
selves an  instant  of  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their  statement. 

Mr.  McKiin  has,  by  his  silence,  also  denied  his  oppo.<iiion  to 
the  policy  of  tin;  removal  of  the  deposiies.  The  delegation,  in 
addition  to  the  statement  in  their  report,  say,  that  Mr.  McKiin 
had  his  attention  drawn  to  this  subject,  when  he  candidly 
avowed  his  opposition  to  llie  measure,  and  said  that  he  had 
written  letters  against  it,  which  were  read  in  llie  cabinet;  and, 
moreover,  that  in  Baltimore,  he  had  urged  Amos  Kendall  not 
to  do  it — at  all  events,  until  after  his  election.  These  remarks 
were  followed  by  his  declarations  relating  to  his  influence  with 
the  executive,  as  detailed  in  the  report;  and  also  of  his  ovyn 
knowledge  of  the  distress  existing  in  Baltimore,  which,  he  said, 
lie  had  not  made  known,  as  he  thought  it  might  injure  the  city 
— illustrating  his  remark,  at  the  same  time,  with  a proverb 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeal — and  declaring,  as  a further 
reason,  that  he  was  not  going  to  admit  the  distress  to  the  Yan- 
kee members  of  congress.  His  expression,  at  this  interview,  in 
regard  to  Mr.  Bibb,  of  which,  “for  tlie  present,  he  contenW 
himself  with  a positive  denial” — the  delegation  now  emphati- 
cally reassert,  as  made  by  him,  on  this  occasion,  to  Mr.  Patter- 
son and  the  chairman  Mr.  Crawford. 

These  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  McKim  during  the  inter- 
view, to  portions  of  the  delegation,  as  the  conversation  respect- 
ing the  objects  of  the  mission  led  to  these  topics;  and  although 
not  all  heard  by  each  member  of  the  delegation,  yet  they  were 
sufficiently  general  to  remove  any  pretext  for  the  supposition 
that  they  were  intended  to  be  confidential,  or  to  express  any 
other  than  the  public  sentiments  and  opinions  of  the  represen- 
tatives, and  too  explicitly  declared  to  admit  of  the  possibility  of 
misapprehension. 

The  delegation  regret  that  they  should  be  put  so  distinctly 
upon  the  defence  of  their  own  veracity,  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  repeat  assertions  heretofore  given  to  the  world  under  their 
own  hands.  But  they  trust  their  fellow  citizens  will  perceive 
that  no  alternative  was  left  them  but  to  take  up  the  issue  pre- 
sented to  them  by  Mr.  McKim.  In  doing  so,  they  have  exhi- 
bited the  case  so  strongly  as,  for  the  present,  it  is  necessary  to 
do.  They  have  shown  that  Mr.  Kim  is  entirely  mistaken,  in 
suppo.sing  any  confidence  of  private  friendship  has  been  violat- 
ed, that  the  interview  with  him  was  upon  his  own  call,  in  the 
parlor  of  the  delegation,  and  lliat  he  has  not  given  in  his  letter 
any  particulars  of  the  conver.«ation  which  occurred  there, 
whilst  he  has  filled  it  with  conversations  which  the  delegation 
did  not  report:  that  his  memory,  as  to  what  occurred  in  the  par- 
lor of  the  delegation,  is  treacherous  and  cannot  he  depended 
upon:  whilst  the  recollection  of  the  several  members  of  the  de- 
legation of  such  parts  of  the  conversation  as  fell  within  their 
hearing,  is  accurate  and  fresh,  and  warrants  them  severally,  in 
giving  the  most  solemn  avouch  to  the  public,  of  the  truth  of 
their  previous  report,  and  of  the  facts  herein  added  to  it. 

With  this  explanation  they  desire  to  take  leave  of  the  sub- 
ject, confidently  relying  upon  their  credit  and  character  with 
tlieir  fellow  citizens,  to  whom  they  beg  permission  to  add,  not- 
withstanding recent  attempts  to  discredit  other  parts  of  their 
report,  that  upon  a deliberate  review  of  the  whole  of  thal  do- 
cument, they  are  willing  to  pledge  their  honor  and  reputation 
for  its  entire  and  unexaggerated  truth. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  jr. 

HUGH  BIRCKHEAD, 

J.  W.  PATTERSON, 

GEO.  R.  GAITHER, 

W.  C.  SHAW, 

WM.  GRAHAM, 

JOHN  BROWN  HOWELL. 

P.  S.  Since  this  reply  has  been  prepared  by  the  delegation, 
Mr.  Brown,  conceiving  from  the  special  manner  in  which  he 
has  been  singled  out  by  Mr.  Taney  for  remark,  and  believing, 
from  his  being  the  only  member  of  the  delegation  with  whom 
Mr.  McKim  had  no  conversation,  that  he  is  the  person  referred 
to  in  that  gentleman’s  letter,  has  thought  it  his  duty  to  annex  a 
separate  reply  in  his  own  name. 

For  this  reason,  alone,  Mr.  Brown’s  name  does  not  appear 
with  the  rest  of  the  delegation,  his  separate  reply  being  sub- 
joined. 

CARD. 

In  addition  to  the  notice  published  on  the  18th  inst.  of  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Taney  respecting  the  conversation  re- 
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ferrcd  to  by  him,  as  having  taken  place  between  him  and  my- 
self at  Washington,  I consider  it  also  my  duty,  under  existing 
circumstatices,  to  say,  that  so  far  as  concerns  my  interview 
with  Mr.  xMcKim,  if  he  alluded  to  me,  he  is  correct  in  stating 
that  I had  no  conversation  with  him — as  1 came  into  the  com- 
mittee room  where  he  was  when  the  interview  between  him 
and  the  delegation  was  nearly  closed.  Hut  it  is  my  duty  fur 
Iher  to  state,  that  although  I had  not  an  opportunity  mysell  to 
hear  his  remarks,  yet  Irom  the  representations  of  my  colleagues 
immediately  afterwards,  and  from  my  entire  confidence  in  their 
veracity  as  gentlemen,  1 cannot  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  of 
the  statement  made;  and  I do  now,  as  I did  when  I signed  the 
report,  hold  mysell  responsible  in  common  with  them,  for  the 
truth  of  every  word  therein  stated.  I have  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  this  separate  statement,  becau^^e  I am  the  only  person 
of  the  committee  to  whom  Mr.  McKim’s  remarks  could  apply, 
and  I cheerfully  submit  my  course  to  the  public  decision. 

GEO.  BROWN. 

Baltimore,  I9th  March,  183-4. 

— •«**®  ® ■ 

REPORT  OF  THE  “UNION  COM.MITTEE”  OF  N.  YORK 
Appointed  by  the  meeting  of  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to 
congress,  held  on  the  11th  day  of  February,  1834,  at  the  Mer- 
chants’ Exchange,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  “union  committee”  appointed  by  the  meeting  of  mer- 
chants and  others  (signers  of  the  memorial  to  congress)  held  on 
the  11th  day  of  February,  1834,  at  the  Merchants’  Exchange  of 
New  York,  submit  the  following  report:  in  which  as  the  only 
means  in  their  power  of  inducing  a reconsideration  of  the  sub- 
ject by  the  state  legislature,  the  committee  have  embodied  their 
views  respecting  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  and  a na- 
tional bank. 

The  committee,  anxious  in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  state  banks  and  of  the  branch  bank  in  this  city, 
and  the  probable  amount  to  which  their  accommodations  might 
be  extended,  applied  to  them  for  that  purpose.  The  banks 
have,  almost  universally, cheerfully  complied  with  that  request, 
although  some  delay  has  necessarily  taken  place;  and  the  state- 
ment anne.xed  to  this  report  which  exhibits  their  situation  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  and  the  1st  of  February,  1834,  respec- 
tively, shows  that,  so  far  from  any  curtailment  having  taken 
place,  the  accommodations  given  by  the  banks  have,  during 
tliat  period,  been  increased  more  than  five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  amounted  to  almost  forty  millions  of 
4loliars. 

On  the  1st  of  October  last  the  leans  and  discounts 
of  the  three  banks,  which  have  since  been  se- 
lected to  collect  the  revenue  of  tlie  U.  Slates, 


amounted  to  $9,189,593 

Those  of  the  other  16  banks,  then  in  operation  to  18,9.53,183 
And  those  of  the  branch  of  the  United  States  6,180,833 


$34,323,609 


On  the  1st  of  February  last  those  of  the  three  se- 
lected banks  amo.inted  to  $13,769,552 

Those  of  the  17  omercity  banks  then  in  operation 

to  19,494,185 

And  those  of  thr  branch  bank  to  6,458,540 


$39,722,277 

It  was  cvi<fent  from  that  statement,  that  the  city  banks  had 
■extended  th|ir  loans  and  discounts  to  the  utmost  extent  con- 
-sistent  wilV  tlieir  safety.  The  liabilities  of  the  eighteen  banks 
■of  which  A'e  have  complete  returns,  including  the  aggregate 
ainoant  of  their  circulation  and  public  and  private  deposites, 
and  dedMciing  that  of  their  own  notes  and  checks  drawn  upon 
them,  in  the  possession  of  the  several  banks,  and  not  returned 
and  exchanged  till  the  ensuing  morning,  amounted  on  the  1st 
•of  F^oruary  last,  exclusively  of  the  balances  due  to  the  banks 
out  tf  the  city,  to  $15,500,000;  and  the  aggregate  amount  of  spe- 
‘Cie  in  their  vaults  to  1,652,000  dollars.  This  proportion  is 
-kiv^wn  from  experience  to  be  sufficient  in  ordinary  times,  and 
■will  prove  so  now,  so  long  as  the  amount  of  public  deposites 
alall  not  be  materially  diminished;  and  especially  at  a time 
when  there  is  not  and  cannot  be  any  foreign  demand  for  specie; 
hut  this  amount  of  specie  could  not  be  sensibly  lessened  with- 
out endangering  the  safety  of  the  banks. 

Even  if  willing  to  encounter  the  risk  of  still  further  lessening 
the  ratio  of  specie  to  liabilities  payable  on  demand,  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  the  banks  to  do  it  at  pleasure;  since  the  ability  to 
extend  their  discounts  beyond  the  amount  of  their  capital,  de- 
pends entirely  on  that  of  their  circulation  and  deposites,  and 
these  are  regulated  by  the  wants  of  the  community,  and  not  by 
the  operations  of  the  banks.  Should  they,  by  a simultaneous 
effort,  increase  at  this  time  their  discounts  by  two  millions  of 
dollars,  they  must  to  the  same  extent  issue  an  addition.-il 
amount  of  bank  notes,  or  open  additional  credits  on  their  books 
(commonly  called  deposites)  in  favor  of  those  whose  notes  they 
might  discount;  and  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  excess  of  is- 
sues, or  book  credits,  beyond  the  amount  want<  d to  effect  the 
payments  of  the  city,  would  be  almost  instantaneously  return- 
ed upon  them,  either  by  transfers  of  the  surplus  amount  to  other 
cities,  or  in  some  other  way. 

In  the  present  state  of  public  excitement  and  apprehension, 
the  slightest  incidents  may  produce  fatal  effects.  An  nnfonnd- 
ed  alarm  as  to  the  sitnaiioii  of  the  cmintry  banks,  has  shown 
the  nccessily  imposed  on  those  of  ilie  city  to  husband  tlitir  re- 


sources. In  that  instance,  we  are  gratified  to  find  that  the 
measures  of  lelief  which  were  immediately  adopted  have  been 
attended  with  complete  success;  and  that  the  banks  of  the  in- 
terior by  a salutary  though  painlul  curiailment  of  their  issues, 
and  by  judicious  measures  for  the  redemption  of  their  notes, 
enjoy  now  the  same  confidence  as  heretofore. 

The  preceding  observations  are  strictly  applicable  to  all  the 
city  banks  which  rely  exclusively  on  their  own  resources.  The 
late  great  increase  in  the  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  be- 
longs almost  entirely  to  the  three  banks  selected  to  collect  the 
public  revenue,  and  is  due  partly  to  the  increase  of  about  one 
million  of  dollars  in  the  amount  of  public  deposites  in  this  city, 
since  the  first  of  August  last;  but  principally  to  the  fact  that  the 
selected  banks  have  increased  their  discounts  alnio.st  to  the 
whole  extent  of  the  public  moneys  in  their  hands.  Whether 
they  will  be  able  to  continue  their  accommodaiions  to  the  same 
amount  depends  on  a contingency,  which  it  is  not  yet  in  their 
power  to  asceitain,  viz:  whether  their  reeeipu  derived  from  the 
United  Slates  revenue,  which  may  be  collected  during  Hie  en- 
suing months  at  New  York,  will  be  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
treasury  draughts  for  the  public  service  during  the  same  period. 

The  city  of  New  York  has  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
curtailments  made  here  in  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  Notwithstanding  a decrease  of  more  than  four 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  amount  of  the  public  and  private  de- 
posites in  the  New  York  branch  since  the  fiist  of  August  last, 
the  loans  and  discounts  here  do  not  vary  essentially  fiom  the 
amount  allowed,  either  on  the  first  of  August  or  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober, 1833.  But  it  was  presumed  that  the  same  reasons  which 
had  induced  the  bank  to  strengthen  this  important  place,  had 
lost  nothing  of  their  force;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  capital  of  two  millions  and  a half,  originally  as- 
signed to  the  branch  of  this  city,  which  is  but  one-tourteenih 
part  of  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank,  was  much  less  than  is 
now  due  to  the  principal  centie  of  the  commerce  and  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  country.  Strong  representations  were 
therefore  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  the  hank  posi- 
tive assurances,  that  no  diminution  at  least  of  their  discounts, 
or  in  the  purchase  of  hills  of  exchange,  should  lake  place  in 
this  city,  and  that  the  forbearance  in  calling  for  balances  due 
by  the  city  banks,  should  be  continued  to  the  same  extent  as 
heretofore,  during  the  two  ensuing  months. 

A disposition  to  comply  with  this  request  was  early  manifest- 
ed, but  an  intervening  incident  induced  the  bank  to  postpone  a 
definitive  answer,  which  was  not  received  till  yesterday.  It 
will  be  seen  by  this,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  accedes 
to  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee  of  correspondence, 
“that  no  diminution  up  to  the  first  of  May  next,  be  made  in  the 
present  amount  of  loans  and  discounts  in  the  city  and  state  of 
New  York,  and,  if  practicable,  that  an  increase  be  made  in  the 
line  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  discounted  at  the  office  in 
that  city,  and  that  the  bank  will  not  call  for  the  payment  of  such 
balances  as  may  become  due  to  it  by  the  city  banks  up  to  the 
first  of  May  next,”  it  being  understood  that,  in  case  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  should  become  indebted  to  the  city  banks,  a 
similar  forbearance  on  their  part  is  to  be  observed.  The  ar- 
rangement to  be  subject  to  be  changed  by  the  bank,  in  case  of 
further  hostile  action  of  the  executive,  or  any  unforeseen  event. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  entertajri  a confident  hope 
that  the  accommodations  now  given  by  the  banks  will  not  be 
lessened  during  the  ensuing  months;  but  cannot  hold  out  the 
expectation  of  any  material  increase.  The  only  mode  by  which 
some  relief  can  be  obtained  from  that  source,  without  increas- 
ing the  liabilities  of  the  banks  payable  on  demand,  which  sug- 
gests itself,  is  some  uniform  plan  for  an  increase  of  special  de- 
posites, bearing  a moderate  rate  of  interest,  and  not  to  be  with- 
drawn before  stated  periods  according  to  agreement. 

The  object  of  this  measure  must  not  be  misunderstood.  It 
cannot  bring  into  action  any  considerable  portion  of  inactive 
moneyed  capital,  since  there  is  hardly  any  which  is  not  at  this 
time  actively  employed,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  as  ordina- 
ry bank  deposites.  Its  only  effect  would  be  to  substitute,  for 
the  (irivate  credit  which  from  want  of  confidence  is  now  with- 
drawn, hank  credit  in  the  shape  of  certificates  of  deposite,  which 
the  holders  might  negotiate.  Post  notes  would  be  more  conve- 
nient, but  seem  to  be  forbidden  by  law.  That  plan  has  been 
successfully  adopted  in  iMassachusett.s,  and  several  foreign 
countries.  The  city  banks  are  the  only  proper  judges  of  its 
practicability,  safety  and  utility,  here,  and  at  this  time;  and 
they  have  accordingly  been  requested  to  take  it  into  considera- 
tion. 

In  other  respects  the  committee  could  recommend  to  them 
nothing  more  than  to  take  also  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  the  following  measures: 

An  affreenient  between  the  several  batiks,  founded  upon  equi- 
table principles,  not  to  demand  from  each  other,  for  the  pre- 
sent, payment  in  specie  of  the  balances  which  may  respectively 
become  due  to  any  of  them;  unless  such  balance  should  exceed 
a certain  sum  in  proportion  to  their  respective  capilal.s. 

A uniform  and  efficient  plan  for  the  redemption  of  country 
notes  in  this  city,  together  with  such  means  as  may  be  devised 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating,  at  this  time,  the  country  remit- 
tances. 

An  application  to  our  representatives  in  consress,  urging  the 
necessity  of  passing  immediaKd  v the  bills  now  before  that  body, 
for  making  the  silver  coins  of  Mexico  and  the  states  of  South 
.America  a legal  fender,  and  for  raising  the  value  of  the  gold 
coins  to  their  market  price;  suggesting,  in  reference  to  the  last 
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Bubject,  that,  for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  and  of  avoiding  delay, 
the  same  rule  should  be  adopted  as  in  the  estimation  of  duties 
on  foreign  importations. 

An  application  to  congress  for  a moderate  and  permanent  ap- 
propriation, which  may  enable  the  mint  to  pay  in  American 
coins,  without  delay  or  exi»ense,  for  the  golil  and  silver  lnillio!i, 
or  uncurrent  foreign  coins  which  may  be  brought  to  that  esiab- 
iishment. 

Since  it  was  obvious  that  the  pressure  on  the  money  market 
in  this  city  was  not  due  to  any  cnitailments  in  the  usual  ac- 
commodations by  the  banks,  but  to  an  increased  demand  for 
money,  or,  to  spe.ak  more  correctly,  for  credit,  the  attention  of 
the  committee  was  called  to  an  investigation  of  the  causes  to 
which  this  state  of  things  must  be  ascribed. 

The  causes  which  have  been  suggested  as  more  specially 
affecting  this  city,  are  the  effects  of  the  tariff',  and  of  the  pur- 
chase of  foreign  stocks  on  its  capital.  Public  opinion  a.ssigns 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the  curtailment  by  the  hank  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  general  and  immediate  causes  of  the 
present  crisi.s  throughout  the  whole  country. 

].  It  was  found  impracticable  during  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress to  arrange  the  existing  differences  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff,  by  an  act  that  should  embrace  all  the  details  pertaining 
to  that  intricate  subject.  In  order  to  remove  a pressing  and  im- 
minent danger,  it  became  necessary  to  discard  all  the  details, 
and  resort  to  a compromise  embracing  only  general  principles. 

It  could  not  but  be  expected  that  defects  might  be  discovered, 
and  consequences  ensue,  not  perceived  or  contemplated  at  the 
lime  when  the  act  was  passed.  It  is  believed  that  the  great  im- 
portance to  one  party,  and  the  great  sacrifice  required  from  the 
other,  by  the  conversion  of  duties  payable  at  a distant  day  into 
cash,  or  short  duties,  were  not  estimated  at  their  full  value. 
That  sacrifice  falls  most  heavily  on  that  city  in  which  more 
than  one-half  of  the  revenue  is  collected.  The  duties  did  not, 
under  the  old  system,  become  payable  till  about  the  time  when 
the  importer  was  paid  by  the  consumer.  At  present,  the  New 
York  importers  not  only  collect  as  heretofore,  but  in  fact  ad- 
vance to  government  one  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  duties  on 
importations,  which  is  ultimately  paid  by  the  consumer. 

Without  entering  into  a critical  analysis  of  the  subject,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  an  additional  amount  of  capital,  equal 
to  that  of  the  duties,  is  now  required,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
same  quantity  of  business  in  articles  on  which  the  duties  are 
now  payable  in  cash,  or  at  much  shorter  periods  than  formerly. 

T^e  committee  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion,  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  tarifl'  compromise  ought  to  be  strictly  respected, 
and  no  modifications  proposed  but  such  as  are  consistent  with 
its  true  intent  and  spirit.  A warehousing  system,  founded  on 
the  principle,  that  the  time  at  which  the  duties  shall  be  paid 
shall  be  computed  from  the  time  when  the  merchandise  is  with- 
drawn by  the  importer  from  the  warehouse,  and  not  from  the 
date  of  importation,  the  committee  believe  to  be  ejilirely  of 
that  character,  similar  to  that  adopted  in  every  other  commer- 
cial country,  and  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
commerce.  As  a bill  having  that  object  in  view  is  now  before 
congress,  a sub  committee  has  been  appointed,  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  all  the  information  connected  with  the  subject, 
and  of  corresponding  with  the  representatives  of  this  city  in 
that  body. 

2.  New  York  has  become  the  principal  centre  of  all  the  mo- 
neyed transactions  of  the  United  States.  Large  amounts  of 
(Stocks,  principally  from  the  .south  west,  have  been  purchased 
here,  with  a view,  in  a great  degree,  to  their  sale  in  the  English 
markets.  This  has  not  of  late  answered  the  expectations  of 
the  contractors.  They  may  indeed  have  been  enabled  to  bor- 
row abroad  to  a considerable  extent  on  the  credit  of  those 
Blocks;  but  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a large  amount  remains 
on  hand,  and  has  absorbed  a corresponding  portion  of  the  capi- 
tal or  credit  of  this  city.  For  this  there  is  no  remedy.  But  a 
still  greater  evil  has  grown  out  of  the  speculations  on  some  of 
those  and  several  other  stocks  foreign  to  the  city.  Ceasing  to 
be  legitimate  investments  of  money,  frequent  and  large  sales, 
on  time,  of  stocks  not  held  by  the  seller,  and  where  the  princi- 
pal generally  remains  unknown,  have  degenerated  into  pure 
stock  jobbing;  a most  pernicious  species  of  gambling;  the  cause 
of  artificial  and  sudden  falls  in  the  price  of  stocks,  ruinous  to 
innocent  individuals,  and  generally  to  those  engaged  in  it;  and 
which  has  tended  at  this  crisis  to  increase  the  want  of  confi 
dence.  The  committee  has  thought  it  its  duty  to  pass  a resolu 
tion,  earnestly  recommending  to  the  board  of  brokers  to  dis- 
continue the  practice,  and  has  requested  the  co-operation  of  the 
banks  to  carry  that  measure  into  effect. 

In  approaching  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posites, the  first  observation  that  occurs  is,  that  the  measure, 
considered  only  in  its  connexion  with  the  fiscal  arrangements, 
the  currency,  commerce  and  public  or  private  credit  of  the 
country,  was  at  least  wholly  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for. 
Abstaining  from  the  discussion  of  any  question,  either  concern- 
ing the  rights  of  the  bank,  or  at  issue  between  the  administra- 
tion and  that  institution,  or  relating  to  the  respective  powers  of 
the  executive, legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  is  only  as  they  are  of  a commercial  and  fiscal  nature 
that  the  committee  intends  to  examine  the  reasons  assigned 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  removal. 

The  first  reason  was,  that,  judging  from  the  past,  it  was  high 
ly  probable  that  ‘’the  public  deposites  would  always  amount  to 


several  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  it  would  evidently  produce 
s<'rions  inconvenience  if  such  a large  sum  were  left  in  posses- 
sion of  the  bank  niiiil  the  last  moment  of  its  existence,  and 
then  be  suddenly  witlidrawn,  when  its  immense  circulation 
would  be  rctiirimiL’  upon  it  to  be  redeemed,  and  its  private  de- 
positors removing  ihi!ir  funds  into  other  institutions.”  It  may 
be  observed  in  the  first  [dace,  that  no  inconvenience  was  fifli 
ill  March,  1811,  when  the  charter  of  the  former  bank  of  the  U. 
States  expired,  from  the  fact,  that  as  late  as  tlie  first  of  January 
of  that  year,  tlie  public  moneys  in  that  iiisiitniion  exceeded  six 
millions,  and  on  the  day  of  the  termination  of  the  charter 
aiiiouriKal  to  two  and  a half  millions  of  dollars.  But  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  in  his  annual  rc[iort  on  the  finances, 
estimates  “the  balance  that  would  be  left  in  the  treasury,  (that 
is  to  say,  the  whole  amomit  oflhc  public  deposites),  on  the  3Ut 
December,  1834,  at  less  than  tbiee  millions  of  dollars;  and  that 
the  reci  ipls  of  1833  will  be.  less  than  those  of  1834.”  The  se- 
cretary could  not,  ou  the  28th  September,  when  he  removed 
the  pnlilie  deposites,  have  been  aware  that  such  would  be  the 
ri'sull  of  hivS  further  investigations,  and  that  since  the  public 
deposites  would  naturally  and  gradually  be  lessened  between 
the  1st  of  October,  1833,  and  the  31st  December,  1834,  from 
near  ten  millions  to  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  and 
would  probably  be  liable  to  a still  greater  reduction  during  the 
year  1835,  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  order  an  immediate  re- 
moval, it)  order  to  avoid  the  dangiu  of  their  inagiiitude  in  the 
spring  of  the  year  18.36.  This  single  fact,  thus  officially  an- 
nounced— the  natural  and  gradual  reduction  of  tlie  public  de- 
posites, in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  to  less  than  three 
millions  of  dollars — refutes  all  the  arguments,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, urged  in  justification  of  that  measure. 

The  second  reason  assigned  is,  however,  of  a more  complex 
nature.  The  secretary  is  of  opinion,  that  the  superior  credit  of 
the  Jiotes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  is  occasioned  altogether 
by  the  provision  in  the  charter  to  receive  them  in  all  payments 
to  the  United  States;  that  they  will  be  subject  to  an  immediate 
depreciation  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  ought  to  be 
previously  and  gradually  withdrawn;  and  that  the  same  cng.age- 
ment  in  favor  of  the  notes  of  any  state  bank  would  give  them 
equal  credit,  and  render  them  equally  convenient.  And  he 
considered  the  immediate  removal  of  the  public  deposites  ne- 
nessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  preventing  the  inconvenience 
of  the  sudden  withdrawing  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  when  ils  charter  shall  expire,  and 
of  preparing  in  time  the  substitution  of  an  equally  sound  and 
uniform  currency  to  be  furnislied  by  the  slate  banks. 

The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  tlie  superior  credit  enjoyed 
by  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  due  principally 
to  tlie  general  confidence  in  its  management  and  solidity;  that 
they  have  occasionally,  in  the  interior  districts  of  country,  a 
greater  value  than  the  notes  of  specie  paying  local  banks;  not 
for  local  payments  but  as  remittances  to  the  sea  ports;  and 
that  the  principal'effecl  of  their  being  received  every  where  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  Slates  bas  been  to  enable 
the  bank  to  increase  the  amount  of  its  jiotes  in  circulation. — 
Those  notes  alone  may,  at  the  expiralion  of  the  charter,  e.\- 
perience  a depreciation,  which  being  pay.able  at  distant  places 
in  the  interior,  may  at  that  time  be  found  in  the  sea  ports,  un- 
less the  bank,  .as  is  probable,  should  find  it  rtjeit  interest  to  p.ay 
them  wherever  they  are  presented. 

But  the  obvious  mode  to  lessen  the  gross  amount  of  these 
notes  would  he  a repeal  by  congress  of  the  provision  which 
makes  them  receivable  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  Uirited 
States.  The  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  by  ctunpellmg  the 
hank  to  curtail  its  discounts,  and  only  on  that  acesunt,  has  an 
immediate  effect  on  the  amount  of  its  private  deposites,  but 
cannot  alone  have  the  slightest  on  the  circulati(.;i  of  its  notes. 
We  find,  accordingly,  that  while  the  individual  deposites  of  the 
bank  have  been  lessened  between  the  1st  of  Augii.-t.  1833,  and 
tlie  1st  of  February,  1834  by  a sum  of  near  three  rnilliont:  and  a 
half  dollars,  the  nett  circulation,  as  appears  by  the  foUowing 
table,  has  remained  the  same. 

r.filt 

circulation. 
^18,890.000 

18.413.000 

19.128.000 

18.518.000 

18.651.000 

19.202.000 

19.260.000 

No  effect  whatever  has  been  produced  by  the  withdrawing, 
between  the  1st  of  October,  and  the  1st  of  February,  public  de- 
posites to  the  amount  of  $8,743,000.  If  the  removal  can  in  no 
way  lessen  the  circulation,  it  was  certainly  unnecessary  to  re- 
sort to  that  measure  for  that  purpose.  But  it  is  worthy  of 
notice,  that  at  the  very  lime  when  the  curtailments  by  the  bank 
were  alleged  as  a cause  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  public 
depositesj  the  attempt  should  have  been  made  to  justify  that  act, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  lesaening 
the  bank  circulation;  and  thereby  compelling  it  to  lessen  still 
more  the  amount  of  its  discounts. 

The  committee  will  not  discuss  here  either  the  propriety  or 
the  practicability  of  tlie  subsliiulioti,  for  a national,  of  an  exe- 
cutive bank,  formed  by  the  association  of  state  banks,  selected 
for  that  purpose  by  the  treasury.  But  if,  as  the  secretary  a.s- 
serts,  the  privilege  of  being  received  in  payment  of  all  debts 
due  to  the  United  Sates  is  sufficient  to  render  the  notes  of  slate 


Loans  and 

public 

individ'l 

discH.s. 

depots. 

depots. 

1833,  1 Aug. 

$64,160,000 

$7,600,000 

$10,1.52.000 

Sep. 

62,653.000 

9,186.000 

9,4.57.000 

Oct. 

60,094;000 

9.869,000 

8,009.000 

Nov. 

.57,210.000 

8,2.32,000 

7,285,000 

Dec. 

54,4.53,000 

5,162,000 

6,827,000 

1834,  Jan. 

.54,911,000 

4,230,000 

6,735.000 

Feb. 

54,843,000 

3,126,000 

6,715,000 
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banks  equally  conveni'?nl,  and  entitled  to  tlie  same  credit,  as 
those  of  the  bank  of  the  (j.  Stales,  there  was  cerlniiily  no  ne 
il 


cessity  for  iaiermediate  preparation,  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
to  remove,  for  that  purpose,  llie  public  deposites,  wliicli  at  all 
events  must,  witliin  a year,  accordiit"  to  the  treasury  estimates, 
liave  been  reduced  I'radually  and  wiiboui  etforl  to  a vt;ry  mo- 
derate amount.  Tne  state  bank  notes  arc  always  nhnndanl 
and  ready;  and  an  act  investing  them  with  tlie  privilege  of  being 
received  every  where  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  passed  the  month  before  the  charter  expired,  would, 
if  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  correct,  at  once 
bring  them  into  circulation,  and  effect  the  contemplated  sub- 
stitution. But  if  preparation  were  requisite,  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  was  still  unnecessary.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent, and  the  proper  and  obvious  mode  of  effecting  the  object 
is,  an  eaily  act  of  congress  to  the  same  effect.  It  is  noti|uile 
certain  that  the  executive  is  not  of  opinion  that  this  may  be 
done  by  his  sole  authority,  and  without  any  legislatives  action. 

An  anxious  wish  and  design  to  concentrate  all  the  powers  of 
government  in  that  department,  and  to  subject  the  public  purse, 
the  currency  and  the  commerce  of  the  country  to  the  will  of 
one  man,  is  apparent  through  all  the  arguments  and  acts  of  the 
administration  in  relation  to  that  subject. 

The  curtailment  of  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  during  the  months  of  August  and  September  1833,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  alleged  in  justification  only  of  the  immediate 
removal  of  the  deposites.  Those  curtailments  were  evidently 
made  in  anticipation  of  the  proposed  removal,  and  would  have 
ceased,  of  course,  had  the  plan  been  abandoned.  But  it  is  ne 
cessary  to  observe  that  the  pressure,  wliich  the  secretary  stales 
to  have  become  so  intense  before  the  1st  of  October  in  the 
principal  commercial  cities,  and  the  presumed  curtailments  by 
the  stale  banks,  had  no  existence  in  the  city  of  New  York.  It 
appears  by  returns  of  the  hank  commissioners  that  the  loans 
and  discounts  of  the  fourteen  city  banks,  under  the  safety  fund, 
amounted  on  the  1st  January,  1833,  to  $20,742,000;  and  on  1st 
April  ensuing  to  21,180,000  dollars.  On  the  1st  of  October  of 
the  same  year,  they  amounted  to  21,766,000  dollars:  and  the 
increase  of  capital  in  operation  between  the  1st  of  January  and 
the  1st  of  October  was  only  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
this  being  the  amount  added  to  that  of  the  Butcher’s  and  Drov- 
er’s bank.  He  was  equally  mistaken  when  he  supposed  that 
the  balances  due  by  the  city  banks  to  the  branch  in  the  city, 
would,  on  the  1st  of  October,  amount  to  $1,500,000;  and  that  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  immediate  payment  of  that  balance 
would  be  insisted  on  by  the  branch.  The  balances  due  on  that 
day  to  the  branch  by  the  city  banks  amounted  to  less  than 
$602,000:  and  the  apprehension  of  an  immediate  demand  for 
payment  proved  entirely  groundless. 

It  must  be  kept  in  view  that  in  all  that  precedes,  the  com- 
mittee has  assumed  the  position  asserted  by  the  secretary,  that 
the  bank  could  not  be  rechartered.  It  is  in  that  view  of  the 
subject,  and  on  that  supposition,  that  the  reasons  assigned  for 
the  propriety  or  necessity  of  a removal  of  the  public  deposites, 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  appear  wholly  insuffi- 
ciesit. 

It  has  indeed  be^'n  suggested,  that  there  was  an  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  immediate  removal  of  the  deposites  and  the 
non-renewal  of  the  charter;  and  that  to  suffer  them  to  remain 
in  the  bank  implied  an  obligation  of  rechartering  that  institu- 
tion. This  assertion  is  purely  gratuitous  and  altogether  disprov- 
ed by  positive  facts. 

At  this  moment  the  state  of  Virginia  expresses  its  opinion 
that  the  bank  is  unconstitutional,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  he 
rechartered,  and  reprr>ves  at  the  same  time,  in  the  most  e.v- 
plicit  terms,  the  previous  removal  of  the  ptiblic  deposites. 

A president  avowedly  hostile  to  the  whole  of  our  banking 
system,  and  particularly  so  to  the  former  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  whose  term  of  office  expired  only  two  years  prior 
to  the  termination  of  its  charter,  never  intimated  a desire  that 
the  public  moneys  should  be  withdrawn  from  it,  although  there 
was  not  at  that  time  any  law  directing  that  the  public  moneys 
should  be  placed  in  that  institution. 

Those  deposites  remained  in  that  bank  to  the  last  moment  of 
its  existence.  This  circumstance  did  not  prevent  the  refusal  by 
congress  to  renew  the  charter,  and  was  not  alluded  to,  by  any 
of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a continuance,  as  a reason  >vhy 
the  bank  should  be  rechartered. 

The  committee  can  see  nothing  in  that  assertion,  hut  an  at 
tempt  to  divert  public  attention  from  the  true  quesiion  at  issue, 
and  the  admission  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  cannot  be 
defended  on  its  own  merits. 

A curtailment  of  its  discounts  by  the  bank  of  the  United 
St.'ites  was  a necessary  consequence  of  the  vi'iihdrawing  of  the 
public  deposites.  The  author  of  this  measure  is  responsible  for 
all  the  effects  that  may  have  flowed  from  the  curtailments.  It 
is  idle  to  say  that  they  have  been  greater  than  was  expected,  or 
made  at  a different  time,  or  in  a different  manner  from  what  had 
been  anticipated.  If  it  was  impossible  for  the  executive,  or  for 
any  human  being,  to  foresee  what  the  bank,  under  those  circum- 
stances, might  be  cotupelled  or  inclined  to  do,  and  the  effects 
xvhich  its  acts  might  have  on  the  currency  and  commerce  of 
the  country,  that  was  a sufficient  reason  for  not  adopting  with 
precipitation  a measure  in  itself  wholly  unnecessary.  But  we 
are  quite  satisfied  that  the  result  which  has  taken  place  was 
not,  and  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  the  executive.  And 
we  believe,  that  although  general  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained of  the  effect  which  might  be  produced  by  that  change  in 


the  relations  between  the  government  and  the  bank,  no  one 
foresaw  the  extent  of  the  evil.s  which  have  en>ued.  In  the  act 
we  only  blunie  the  boldness  of  having  unnece.'sarily  tampered 
with  the  paper  currency  and  credit  ot  the  country.  This  iui- 
(lortani  view  of  the  subject  seems  indeed  to  have  entirely  es- 
caped ihc  notice  of  the  executive.  Among  the  inquiries  which 
preceded  the  reiiiov.il,  we  see  none  that  iiiiglit  h.ive  elicited  the 
opinions  of  practical  men  on  the  probable  effects  of  lliui  mea- 
sure on  commerce  and  on  the  community  at  large.  The  in- 
quiry vyas  confined  to  Hie  laudable,  but  secondary  object  of 
ascertaining  vvliai  conditions  riuglit  be  imposed  on  the  state 
banks  selected  for  collecting  the  revenue.  But,  if  there  is  an 
excuse  for  want  of  foresighl,  no  apology  can  be  found  for  ob- 
stinately persevering  in  an  erroneous  coiir.se,  after  the  error  had 
been  discovered,  and  the  fatal  efl'ecis  of  the  measure  had  be- 
come undeniable. 

'I’lie  gross  amount  of  curtailments  made  by  the  bank  has  not 
in  the  whole  much  exceeded  the  decrease  in  its  public  and  pri- 
vale  deposites.  There  are  fluctuations  depending  on  the  sea- 
son of  the  year  and  the  course  of  trade.  The  fairest  mode  of 
compiitalion  is  a comparison  of  similar  periods  of  the  year. 
The  preceding  tabular  siatemenl  shows  that  the  decrease  in  the 
discounts  amounted  during  the  year  to  $7,010,000 

and  the  decrease  in  its  public  and  private  deposites  to  6,822,000 

If  the  comparison  is  instituted  between  the  1st  of  August, 
1833,  when  the  discounts  of  the  hank  had  reached  the  highest 
point  and  it  began  to  curtail,  and  tlie  1st  of  February,  1834,  the 
result  will  be 

Discounts  on  1st  August,  1833,  $64,160,000 

on  1st  February,  1834,  54,843,000 


Decrease,  $9,317,000 

Public  and  individual  deposites  on  liie  1st  Aug.  1833,  17,752,000 

1st  Feb.  1834,  9,781,000 

Decrease,  $7,971,000 

But  the  curtailments  of  the  bank  commenced  in  August,  and 
continued  till  the  1st  of  December,  when  its  discounts  had 
reached  tlie  lowest  point;  while  the  revenue  did  not  begin  to  be 
collected  by  the  stale  banks  before  the  1st  of  October;  from 
which  lime  the  public  deposites  have  been  gradually  witlidrawn. 
The  bank,  therefore,  did  not  decrease  its  discounts  at  the  same 
rate  and  in  the  same  proportion  as  its  deposites  were  with- 
drawn. A comparison  between  the  1st  of  August  and  the  1st 
of  December  shows  the  greatest  amount  of  difl'erence  between 
the  respective  decrease  of  each. 

Its  discounts  were,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1833  $64,160,000 

On  the  1st  December,  1833  54,453,000 

Decrease 

Ptiblic  and  individual  deposites  on  1st  Aug.  18.33 
1st  December,  1833 


$9,707,000 

$17,752,000 

11,969,000 


Decrease  only  $5,763,000 

The  bank  had  in  fact  curtailed  their  discounts  more  than  four 
millions  between  the  1st  of  August  and  tlie  1st  of  October.  It 
cannot  be  doubled  that  this  measure  produced  a derangement 
in  tlie  business  of  certain  sections  of  the  country,  and  had  its 
share  in  producing  tlie  distress  which  afterwards  ensued.  But 
that  curtailment  began  only  after  the  agent  of  the  treasury  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  preparatory  arrangements  for  the  removal, 
iiad  commenced  his  inquiries.  The  object  of  his  mission  W’as 
one  of  public  notoriety;  and  it  was  a natural  course  on  the  part 
of  the  board  of  directors,  when  they  had  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  adiniiiistiation  and  were  threatened  with  an  early  withdraw- 
ing of  tlie  large  funds  belonging  to  the  public  in  their  hands,  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  event,  and  provide  in  time  the  ne- 
cessary funds.  It  may  be  that  the  precautions  were  carried 
farther  than  may  now  appear  to  have  been  strictly  necessary. 
The  decidedly  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  the  executive,  and 
the  necessity  of  protecting  twenty-  four  branches  against  attacks, 
which,  if  not  intended,  were  at  least  threatened,  under  certain 
vague  contingencies,  and,  at  a later  period,  the  contingent 
draughts  and  other  circumstances,  were  calculated  to  impose 
on  the  bank  the  necessity  of  effectually  providing  for  its  own 
safety.  The  committee  is  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  executive 
is  wholly  incapable  of  having  countenanced  any  plan  for  disho- 
noring .any  of  the  branches  of  tlie  bank;  nor  do  they  know  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  sudden  call  of  more  than  300,000 
dollars  in  specie  on  tliat  of  Savannah.  But  the  fact  is  a matter 
of  great  regret;  and  they  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  if  this 
blow  had  been  successful  (or  if  a similar  one  had  been  aimed 
one  month  ago,  at  the  country  banks  of  this  state,  and  before 
they  were  prepared  for  the  present  state  of  things),  it  would 
have  been  most  fatal  and  might  have  been  attended  witli  a ge- 
neral suspension  of  specie  payments.  Any  premeditated  at- 
tempt of  that  kind,  on  whatever  pretence  and  by  whomsoever 
made,  must  originate  in  gross  ignorance  of  the  system  of  credit 
which  connects  all  the  moneyed  interests  of  tlie  United  States, 
and  in  the  detestable  maxim,  that  the  end  justifies  tlie  means. 

The  banks  selected  for  collecting  the  revenue  after  the  1st  of 
October,  commenced  immediately  to  extend  ih»  ir  discounts; 
and  from  an  examination  of  their  returns,  it  ajtpears  probable, 
that  the  whole  amount  of  discounts  by  all  the  banks  in  the  U. 
States,  including  that  of  the  United  States,  has  not  in  the  ag- 
gregate been  lessened  at  anytime  more  than  four  millions  of 
dollars  since  the  1st  of  August,  1833.  3’he  committee  is  confi- 
dent that  there  has  been  no  very  sensible  diminution  since  the 
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first  of  October,  that  it  could  not  at  any  time  have  amounted  to 
six  millions,  that  there  has  been  a gradual  increase  since  the 
1st  of  December,  and  that  the  aggregate  of  bank  discounts  and 
loans,  including  the  purchase  by  banks  of  bills  of  exchange, 
through  the  United  States,  is  at  this  time  nearly,  if  not  altoge- 
ther, equal  to  what  it  was  on  the  1st  of  Augu.st,  1833. 

These  facts  and  all  the  symptoms  of  the  present  crisis  clearly 
prove,  that  it  is  not  in  the  amount  alone  of  lessened  accommo- 
dations of  the  banks,  that  we  are  to  seek  for  tlie  immediate 
cause  of  the  general  distress;  and  render  it  highly  probable  that 
the  previous  state  of  the  commercial  transactions  and  of  com- 
mercial credit  made  it  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  what  may  ap- 
pear comparatively  slight  causes. 

Credit  is  indispensable  to  commerce,  and  to  every  species  of 
active  business.  To  the  proper  use  of  credit,  in  supplying  the 
want  of  an  adequate  capital,  the  United  States  are  in  a great 
degree  indebted  for  their  truly  astonishing  progress  in  naviga- 
tion, commerce  and  the  manufactures;  for  their  stupendous  in- 
ternal improvements;  for  the  stimulus  given  to  agriculture,  and 
the  price  obtained  for  every  species  of  agricultural  produce;  for 
the  employment  and  adequate  compensation  of  labor.  But  the 
abuse  of  one  of  the  most  powerful  elements  of  its  prosperity  is, 
in  this  energetic  and  enterprising  country,  almost  unavoidable. 
Successive  years  of  prosperous  enterprise  hardly  ever  fail  to 
produce  a further  extension  of  business  beyond  the  actual  capi- 
tal; and  it  may  be  that  this  was  the  case  during  the  period  which 
immediately  preceded  the  present  crisis.  There  were,  how- 
ever, no  apparent  symptoms  of  what  is  generally  designated  by 
the  term  of  “over  trading;”  and  the  state  of  the  foreign  ex- 
changes has  not  given  any  indication  in  an  excess  in  our  im- 
portations. Still,  and  at  all  times,  in  no  country,  has  the  ex- 
tension of  credit,  in  all  its  forms,  been  carried  farther  than  in 
the  United  States.  The  currency  of  the. country,  founded  on  a 
specie  basis  generally  too  narrow  for  the  superstructure,  rests 
almost  exclusively  on  the  confidence  placed  in  the  solidity  of 
the  notes  discounted  by  near  four  hundred  banks  of  issue.  A 
similar  disproportion  is  to  be  found  between  the  actual  capi- 
tal of  merchants,  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  of  almost 
all  men  engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  of  life,  and  the  amount 
of  their  business.  All  those  men  are  at  the  same  time  debtors 
and  creditors  for  sums  generally  far  exceeding  their  respective 
capitals.  All  depend  for  the  ability  of  punctually  discharging 
their  engagements,  on  the  punctuality  of  each  other. 

The  increased  facilities  of  communication  and  inland  ex- 
changes have,  within  the  last  years,  multiplied  to  an  extent 
heretofore  unknown,  the  transactions,  contracts  and  responsi- 
bilities, between  the  several  cities,  and  between  the  cities  and 
even  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  country. 

The  regularity  with  which  the  enormous  mass  of  engagements 
resulting  from  those  transactions  spread  over  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  all  intimately  connected  together,  can  be  discharged, 
depends  entirely  on  an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  the  ordi- 
nary sales,  payments,  remittances  and  credits.  The  whole  ma- 
chinery, by  which  business  in  all  its  various  branches  is  carried 
on,  is  credit  extended  to  its  utmost  limits.  Whatever  lessens 
the  general  confidence,  on  which  credit  is  founded,  must  neces- 
sarily produce  a fatal  derangement  and  interruption  in  every 
branch  of  business.* 

It  is  with  this  state  of  things,  that,  without  any  necessity  or 
investigation,  the  executive  thought  proper  to  interfere.  The 
bank  ot  the  United  States,  from  Us  capital  and  the  ground  it  oc- 
cupies, must,  while  it  exists,  act  a prominent  part  in  the  com- 
mercial concerns  of  the  country.  The  measures  which  that  in- 
stitution was  obliged  to  take  for  its  own  safety  must  neces.sarily 
have  caused  some  derangement  in  the  ordinary  operations  of 
commerce.  But  the  fatal  injury  indicted  by  the  executive  mea- 
sure, was  its  eflfect  on  general  confidence. 

The  threat  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  especially 
their  actual  removal,  created  apprehensions  of  danger,  imme- 
diately to  the  bank  itself,  and  more  remotely  to  all  the  moneyed 
institutions  and  concerns  of  the  country.  Retrenchment  at  all, 
and  rigorous  enforcements  of  its  claims  a^t  some  points,  were 
presumed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  bank;  and  the 
extent  being  conjectural,  was  exaggerated  by  timid  capitali.sts, 
who,  as  a class,  are  perhaps  more  fearful  than  men  of  less 
wealth.  Men  eaw  that  the  relations  between  the  government 
and  the  bank  were  thenceforth  to  be  hostile;  that  between  it 
and  the  selected  banks  they  were  to  be  those  of  mistrust,  and 
that  without  a national  bank  the  stability  and  safety  of  the  whole 
monetary  system  of  the  country  would  be  endangered.  This 
was  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  our  government  of  a di- 
rect interference  of  the  president  with  one  of  its  officers,  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  which  by  law  devolved  exclusively 
on  that  officer.  It  was  the  more  dangerous,  as  being  made  in 
defiance  of  a solemn  vote  of  the  late  congress  at  their  last  ses- 
sion; and  as  if  with  the  intention  to  forestall  the  opinion  of  that 


*Some  notion  of  the  magnitude  of  these  engagements  may  be 
formed  by  a view  of  those  of  this  city.  The  statement  annexed 
to  this  report,  shows  the  amount  of  the  daily  exchanges  of  the 
banks,  consisting  of  the  daily  payments  for  the  1st  o?  October 
and  the  1st  of  February  respectively,  in  the  several  hanks,  in 
notes  of  the  other  cily  banks,  and  checks  drawn  on  such  banks. 
It  does  not  include  the  payments  made  in  each  bank  in  notes  of 
that  bank  or  in  checks  upon  it.  The  medium  of  the  two  days 
is  about  four  millions  and  a half  a day— and  adding  the  pay- 
ments omitted,  may  ba  estimated  at  five  millions  a day,  or  inore 
than  fifteen  hundred  of  millions  of  dollars  a year. 


which  must  meet  within  sixty  days  after  the  interference  was 
made,  and  as  if  to  encroach  on  its  legitimate  rights.  But  no- 
thing could  be  more  alarming  to  men  of  business,  who  rely  for 
the  success  of  their  operations,  on  that  stability  in  those  of  go- 
vernment which  can  only  be  guarantied  bylaw,  than  unexpect- 
edly to  discover  that  the  commerce,  the  currency  and  the  mo- 
neyed institutions  of  the  country,  its  credit,  and  their  own  cre- 
dit and  fortunes,  were  thenceforth  to  depend  on  the  private  opi- 
nions, the  presumed  wisdom,  and  the  arbitrary  will  of  one  man. 
Other  minor  causes  increased  the  apprehensions,  and  restricted 
more  and  more  the  use  of  private  capital  and  private  credit; 
and  the  alarm  became  a panic,  not  dependent  upon,  or  to  be 
explained  as  a matter  of  ordinary  reason.  The  banks,  indeed, 
protected  by  the  impossibility  of  exporting  specie  without  loss, 
have  preserved  their  credit,  and  been  enabled  generally  to  con- 
tinue their  usual  accommodations.  It  is  private  credit  which 
has  been  most  deeply  affected;  and  the  leading  feature  of  the 
present  distress  is  the  consequent  interruption,  and  in  many 
cases,  cessation  of  business. 

The  importers  diminish  greatly  their  orders  and  their  pur- 
chases of  foreign  exchange.  The  intermediate  wholesale  mer- 
chants, fearful  to  contract  new  engagements,  are  only  anxious 
about  the  remittances  necessary  to  discharge  those  already  con- 
tracted. Those  engaged  in  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of 
the  country,  doubtful  whether  they  can  sell  the  foreign  bills  on 
which  that  exportation  depends,  give  but  limited  orders  for  it. 
The  country  merchants  and  the  manufacturers  are  no  longer 
permitted  to  draw  as  formerly  in  advance  on  the  cities  for  the 
products  of  the  soil  or  of  their  industry.  Men  with  small  capi- 
tals, if  at  all  extended,  when  disappointed  in  the  remittances 
they  naturally  expected,  are  crushed.  New  enterprizes  and  en- 
gagements of  every  description  are  avoided,  and,  in  many  in- 
stances, workmen  are  discharged,  or  a reduction  of  wages  re- 
quired. We  state  only  what  we  see  and  feel.  If  correctly  in- 
formed, the  effects  of  the  distress  are  still  more  extensive  in 
other  places.  The  actual  evils  are  aggravated  by  general  ap- 
prehension, and  Ihe  alarm  may  be  greater  than  the  true  state  of 
things  justifies:  in  every  aspect  of  the  subject,  the  true  and  effi- 
cient remedy  consists  in  restoring  confidence  and  credit. 

It  i.s  obvious  that  the  most  prompt  and  effective  mode  of  at- 
taining that  object  is  to  remove  the  cause  of  the  evil;  and  that 
confidence  would  be  almost  instantaneously  restored,  by  re- 
placing the  bank,  during  the  remainder  of  its  existence,  in  the 
situation  it  had  heretofore  occupied,  and  thus  enabling  it  to  re- 
sume its  functions  to  their  usual  extent.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
the  executive  to  do  this  at  once;  and  the  committee  deeply  re- 
grets to  find  itself  compelled  to  say  that  there  is  hardly  any  hope 
of  relief  from  that  quarter.  Our  reliance  is  on  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  congress,  in  whom  the  power  of  ultimate- 
ly deciding  the  question  is  clearly  vested,  and  whose  acts  will 
not,  we  trust,  disappoint  the  expectations  of  a suffering  com- 
munity. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  committee  intreats  their  fellow  citi- 
zens not  to  despair;  and  to  reflect  that  there  are  limits  to  the 
injuries  which  any  administration  can  inflict  on  the  people. 
The  usual  channels  of  circulation  are  indeed  obstructed;  but 
the  products  of  the  national  industry,  though  stagnant,  are  abun- 
dant: the  actual  capital  ofthe  country  still  remains  unimpaired, 
though  the  nominal  value  of  property  is  for  a time  lessened. 
There  is  no  foreign  pressure,  and  the  skill  and  activity  of  our 
intelligent  merchants  must,  after  a while,  renew  that  chain  of 
operations  which  has  been  interrupted.  The  evil,  through  a 
painful  process,  is  g.>-adually  working  its  remedy.  In  proportion 
as  no  new  engagements  are  contracted,  the  whole  mass  is  daily 
lessened,  and  we  must,  after  a period  of  severe  suffering  unne- 
cessarily inflicted,  be  placed  in  a situation  better  adapted, to  a 
new  order  of  things. 

Among  the  source.s  from  which  relief  ere  long  may  be  expect- 
ed, the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  naturally  turned 
towards  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Since  the  object  ofthe 
president  was  to  cripple  an  institution  which  he  considered  as 
pernicious,  he  mu.st  have  calculated  the  extent  of  the  injury 
which  that  measure  would  inflict  on  the  bank;  and  he  might 
have  anticipated  that  it  would  in  one  respect  produce  a result, 
the  reverse  of  that  which  it  was  his  object  to  effect.  The  ex- 
tent ofthe  injury  to  the  bank  was  to  lessen  its  discounts  eight 
or  ten  millions  a year,  and  to  cause  a proportionate  reduction 
in  its  profits  during  the  remainder  of  its  existence;  but  it  might 
liave  been  anticipated,  and  it  was  predicted  by  calm  observers, 
that,  though  the  bank  might  be  annoyed  so  long  as  it  remained 
liable  greater  treasury  draughts  than  it  was  convenient  to  pay, 
the  power  of  the  treasury  would  be  exhausted  whenever  the 
process  of  withdrawing  the  public  moneys  should  be  at  an  end; 
and  that  the  bank,  though  deprived  of  the  public  depo.sites, 
would  still  remain  with  great  comparative  strength,  derived 
from  its  capital,  its  specie,  its  branclies,  and  its  superiority  in 
facilitating  inland  exchanges,  ft  might  therefore  have  been 
justly  apprehended,  that,  according  to  the  opinion  entertained 
of  the  bank  by  the  executive,  that  institution,  no  longer  restrain- 
ed by  the  fear  of  losing  the  public  deposites,  and  released  from 
every  obligation  to  government,  might  exert  its  power  in  a man- 
ner most  injurious  to  the  community. 

But  that  power  may  also  he  exercised  for  the  best  of  piirpose.s. 
and  as  the  means  of  affording  relief.  That  such  is  the  fact  is 
now  most  clearly  acknowledged  both  by  the  clamor  incessantly 
raised  against  the  line  of  conduct  heretofore  adopted  by  the 
bank,  and  by  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  president  himself. 

It  is  indeed  a most  singular  feature  in  the  conduct  of  the  execu- 
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live;  after  a most  express  declaration,  that  one  of  the  avowed 
objects  of  its  measure  was,  to  compel  the  bank  gradually  to 
withdraw  its  circulation  and  reduce  its  discounts,  (in  order  to 
prevent  the  general  distress  that  might  ensue  if  this  was  not 
done  in  time  before  the  expiration  of  the  charier),  that  those 
who  apply  for  relief  should  now  receive  for  answer  that  their 
application  should  be  made  to  the  bank;  that  is  to  say,  that  it  is 
not  only  in  the  power  of  that  institution,  but  that  it  is  bound  to 
relieve  the  community  by  an  increase  of  its  discounts.  Leav 
ing  to  others  the  task  of  explaining  this  contradiction,  the  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when,  after 
the  remaining  deposites  shall  have  been  entirely  withdrawn,  the 
bank  will  find  itselfin  a slate  of  perfect  safety,  which  will  ena 
hie  it,  though  with  far  less  efficacy  than  if  they  were  restored, 
to  resume  to  a certain  extent  its  usual  operations,  and  to  afford 
considerable  relief  to  the  commerce  of  the  country:  The  per- 
fect safety  of  the  bank  must  necessarily  be  the  primary  object 
of  the  board  of  directors.  Our  opinion,  that  a moderate  exten- 
sion of  its  accommodations,  and  a fearless  application  of  its 
means  within  proper  limits  will,  at  no  very  distant  tune,  be 
compatible  with  that  object,  is  derived  from  a view  of  its  liabili- 
tie.s  and  cash  resources  at  this  lime,  as  compared  with  its  situa- 
tion prior  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  with  that  of  the 
other  banks  at  this  moment. 

The  following  statements  exhibit  the  situation  of  the  bank,  on 
the  1st  of  February  and  1st  of  Aug.  1833,  and  on  the  1st  Februa- 
ry, 1834;  that  of  the  banks  selected  to  collect  the  revenue  at  the 
last  mentioned  dale;  and  that  of  a great  portion  of  the  banks  of 
the  Atlantic  states  north  of  the  Potomac  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1834. 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 

1st  February,  1834. 


Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $19,260,500 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 10,032,500 


29.293.000 

Capital 35,000,000 

64.293.000 

Apparent  surplus 8,943,000 


$73,236,000 


Cash  resources. 

Specie $10,523,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 1,644,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 3,121,000 


15,288,000 

Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 54,843,000 

Real  estate,  banking  houses,  and  sundries 3,105,000 


$73,236,000 

1st  .August,  1833. 

Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $18,890,500 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 17,951,700 


36,842,200 


Cash  resources. 

Specie 10,024,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 2,148,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 2,970,000 


15,142,000 

Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 64,140,000 

1st  February,  1833. 

Liabilities  payable  on  demand, 

Notes  net  circulation $23,672,400 

Deposites  and  unclaimed  dividends 18,021,100 


41.693.500 

Cash  resources. 

Specie 9,046,000 

Funds  in  Europe  and  foreign  exchange 3,101,000 

Due  by  state  banks  and  notes  of  ditto 2,447,500 

14.594.500 

Loans,  discounts  and  bills  of  exchange 61,921,.500 


Approximate  situation  of  the  banks  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  It. 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsyluauia,  Baltimore  and 


District  of  Columbia. 

1st  January,  1834. 

Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $32,550,000 

Deposites 35,150,000 

67,700,000 

Sundry  debts  noton  demand 12,300,000 

Capital 96.076,000 

Apparent  surplus 5,814,000 


Cash  resources,  • 

Specie 

Due  by  banks 

Loans  and  discounts 

Real  estate  and  sundries 

9,630,000 

181,890,000 

Approximate  situation  of  the  twenty-five  banks  selected  to  collect 
the  U.  S.  revenue,  from  the  latest  returns  to  February,  1834. 
1st  February,  1834. 

Liabilities  payable  on  demand. 

Notes  net  circulation $8,620,000 

Public  deposites 10,800,000 

Individual  ditto 9,940,000 

20,740,000 

Debts  not  payable  on  demand 

Capital 

29,360,000 

58,675,000 

Cash  resources. 

Specie 

Due  by  banks 

Loans  and  discounts 

Real  estate  and  sundries 

5,675,000 

N.  B.  Various  items  are  so  blended 

59,650,000 
in  some  of  the  returns, 

that  in  attempting  to  separate  them,  some  errors  must  have  been 
unavoidable. 

The  views  here  exhibited  affords  on  the  one  hand  a conclu- 
sive proof  of  the  solidity  of  the  bank  and  of  the  safety  of  the 
public  moneys  while  permitted  to  remain  in  its  possession.  But 
it  also  shows  that  the  ratio  of  the  cash  resources  of  the  bank  to 
its  liabilities  payable  on  demand,  was  on  the  1st  of  February 
last  a.s  1 to  1 9-10;  while  the  same  ratio  was  on  the  1st  Februa- 
ry, 1833,  as  1 to  2 8-10,  and  on  the  1st  of  August  last,  as  I to  2 
4-10;  while  the  cash  resources  of  the  northern  banks  to  their 
liabilities  payable  on  demand  is  iti  the  ratio  of  one  to  near7J-3j 
and  the  banks  selected  to  collect  the  revenue,  and  in  which  all 
the  power  of  the  treasury  is  concentrated,  are  nearly  as  power- 
less, since  the  ratio  is  near  that  of  1 to  5 1-5. 

We  admit  that  in  ordinary  limes  and  with  the  great  uncer- 
tainty respecting  the  renewal  of  its  charter,  it  would  be  expedi- 
ent for  the  bank  rather  gradually  to  reduce  than  to  extend  its 
di-scounts;  but  the  present  crisis  calls  for  extraordinary  exer- 
tions, and  the  bank  of  the  United  States  having,  though  uncon- 
nected with  government,  a common  interest  with  all  the  other 
members  of  society  in  its  welfar*',  and  the  same  duties  to  per- 
form towards  the  community  which  at  such  times  are  imposed 
upon  every  other  moneyed  institution,  will  most  undoubtedly 
alter  as  far  as  practicable  the  course  which  prudence  heretofore 
dictated,  so  soon  as  it  shall  see  itself  in  a state  of  perfect  safety; 
and  provided  that  no  new  and  unforeseen  acts  of  hostility  shall 
be  committed  by  the  executive  against  it. 

It  is,  however,  much  less  in  the  amount  of  increased  accom- 
modations by  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  than  in  the  confi- 
dence which  the  fact  that  is  has  resolved  to  extend  its  opera- 
tions to  a certain  extent  will  inspire,  that  we  look  for  some  re- 
lief. The  amount  itself,  so  long  as  the  bank  continues  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  public  deposites  and  until  it  shall  be  able  to  re- 
sume its  ordinary  functions,  can  be  hut  moderate.  It  is  evident 
that  its  discounts  cannot  be  increased  without  a proportionate 
increase  of  its  circulation,  or  individual  deposites,  or  without 
lessening  its  slock  of  specie  by  an  equal  amount.  The  increase 
either  of  its  circulation  or  of  its  private  deposites  does  not  de- 
pend on  its  own  acts:  and,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  its  own  safety,  but  for  that  of 
all  the  state  banks,  and  as  the  ultimate  means  of  sustaining 
through  the  crisis  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  that  the 
specie  in  its  vaults  should  not  he  considerably  diminished.  The 
committee  is  informed  that  the  bank  has  taken  measures  for  in- 
creasing the  amount  through  the  means  of  its  foreign  funds.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  situation  of  the  banks  appointed  to 
collect  the  revenue,  that  any  measures  have  been  taken  by  the 
treasury  with  a view  to  that  object:  and  we  beg  leave  again  to 
insist  on  the  necessity,  in  order  to  render  the  whole  amount  of 
the  precious  metals  in  the  country  available,  of  passing  without 
delay  the  acts  intended  to  make  all  the  American  and  foreign 
silver  coins  a legal  tender,  and  to  raise  the  gold  coins  to  their 
real  value. 

The  committee  is  aware  that,  in  order  lo  restore  public  confi- 
dence, more  is  wanted  than  temporary  expedients,  and  is  also 
aware  of  the  anxiety  which  prevails  concerning  the  prospective 
views  of  the  administration  in  reference  to  the  currency  of  the 
country. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  dancer  of  recurring  to  hazardous 
and  premature  experiments,  at  the  expense  of  the  community, 
we  will  only  submit  some  cursory  observations  on  plans  hardly 
digested  and  which  have  not  yet  been  developed  in  their  de- 
tails. Two  have  been  sugge.sted;  a currency  founded  exclu- 
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sively  on  the  precious  melnls,  or  a paper  currency  consisting 
exclusively  of  that  issued  by  banks  incorporated  by  the  several 
slates. 

[t  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  respective  ad- 
vantages and  inconveniences  of  a metallic  and  of  a paper  cur- 
rency. It  is  evident  that  the  first  could  be  established  but  gra- 
dually, and  at  a considerable  expense;  since  the  purchase  of 
sixty  to  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold  and  silver,  would  be 
necessary  to  supply  the  place  of  the  existing  paper  currency. 
But  the  banking  system  and  its  appendage  of  paper  issues  now 
pervades  every  district  of  the  union;  and  a total  change  in 
the  habits  of  the  people  must  take  place,  before  the  plan  can 
be  carried  into  eti’ect.  The  impossibility  of  attaining  the  oh 
ject  through  the  action  of  the  revenue  alone  is  [lalp.ible,  and 
results  from  the  immense  disproportion  between  the  mass  of 
payments  for  the  ordinary  and  current  business  of  the  country, 
and  those  which  are  effected  by  the  general  government. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  daily  payments  in  the 
banks  of  this  city  amounted  to  near  five  millions  on  the  first  of 
October,  and  exceeded  four  millions  on  the  first  of  February 
last.  This  includes  neither  the  payments  made  in  each  bank 
in  its  own  notes,  or  in  checks  drawn  upon  it;  nor  any  portion  of 
the  retail  business  of  the  city,  or  of  any  of  the  other  payments 
made  without  the  intermediate  agency  of  the  banks.  The  daily 
payments,  in  this  city  alone,  amount  to  at  least  five  millions  of 
dollars  a d.ay,  or  near  sixteen  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a 
year.  The  annual  revenue  collected  in  New  York  cannot uow 
exceed  fifteen  millions:  and  the  action  of  government  cannot 
extend  beyond  its  receipts  and  its  disbursements,  that  is  to  say, 
to  more  than  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  or  less  than  one 
fiftieth  part  of  the  whole.  AH  that  government  could  do  would 
be  to  accumulate  an  amount  of  specie  equal  to  the  perma- 
nent public  deposites.  It  might,  at  most,  establish  a separate 
metallic  currency  for  government,  by  compelling  importers  and 
purchasers  of  public  lands  to  pay  in  specie,  and  by  paying  its 
creditors  in  the  same  currency.  But  this  metallic  currency 
would  be  used  for  that,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  It  could 
have  no  control  over  the  general  currency  of  the  country,  nor 
prevent  its  depreciation,  or  a general  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. It  might  only  enable  government,  if  such  a cafastiopha 
should  ensue,  to  preserve  through  the  general  confusion,  the 
public  faith  towards  the  creditors  of  the  public.  We  must 
only  aim  at  what  is  practicable:  and  the  only  rational  plan,  for 
the  present,  must  be,  without  excluding  the  paper  currency,  to 
restrict  it  within  proper  limits. 

The  objects  and  expectations  of  the  administration,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  establish  a sound  currency  through  the  agency  of  state 
banks,  have  not  been  distinctly  explained,  and  are  not  thorough- 
ly understood. 

If  we  recur  to  the  past,  we  may  say  that  the  experiment  was 
already  made  in  the  year  1811,  at  the  termination  of  the  charter 
of  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  no  disappoint- 
ment, though  some  inconvenience  was  experienced  in  carrying 
on  the  ordinary  operations  of  government,  so  long  as  no  un- 
toward event  disturb  the  ordinary  state  of  things.  During  the 
two  or  three  ensuing  years,  ifo  loss  rrccurred  in  tlie  collection 
of  the  revenue,  or  in  the  safe  keeping  and  transmission  of  the 
public  moneys.  But  the  currency  had  been  left  to  the  sole  con- 
trol of  twenty  different  state  legislatures;  the  mania  of  estab- 
lishing new  banks  without  restrictions,  or  under  restrictions 
purely  nominal,  pervaded  the  whole  country,  and  terminated 
in  that  suspension  of  specie  payments,  and  the  confusions  in- 
cident to  it,  which  induced  congress,  in  1816,  to  recur  again  to 
a national  bank,  with  what  success,  for  the  purposes  intended, 
the  event  has  shown. 

The  observation  already  made,  with  respect  to  the  hard 
money  experiment,  is  applicable  to  that  of  establishing  a ge- 
neral, uniform  and  sound  currency,  through  the  agency  of  state 
banks,  in  the  manner  which  see;as  to  be  contemplated.  The 
action  of  the  treasury  is  confined  to  the  collection  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revenue.  Through  those  means,  and  supposing 
that  the  plan  should  succeed,  its  effect,  at  the  utmost,  could 
only  be  to  regulate,  by  some  special  contract,  the  currency  of 
the  few  selected  bank;  this  could  have  no  control  over  the  ge- 
neral currency  of  the  country,  or  to  restrict  its  amount  in  the 
slightest  degree.  But  to  the  plan  itself  there  are  two  insupe- 
rable objections. 

Although  the  terms  upon  which  a contract  shall  he  made 
with  any  state  bank  selected  for  the  purpose,  rtiay  he  regulated 
by  law,  the  selection  of  the  banks  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and,  according  to  the  views  entertained  l>y  the  adminis- 
tration, the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  one  bank  to 
another,  must  be  intrusti'd  to  the  discretioonry  power  of  the 
tieasury,  or  of  the  president.  An  executive  will  be  substitut- 
ed for  a legislative  hank,  subject  to  the  abuses  incident  to  arbi- 
trary power,  increasing  the  patronage  of  the  executive,  and 
giving  to  the  administration,  not  only  a power  over  the  public 
purse  not  intended  by  the  constitutioH,  hut  even  if  it  chooses, 
that  of  interfering,  in  the  most  direct  manner,  with  the  private 
eoncertts  and  interests  of  men  in  business.  Tn  that  coneentra- 
lion  of  power  in  one  man  we  most  decidedly  object.  It  is  no 
argnineiit  to  say,  that  the  power  did  formerly  exist,  and  was  not 
abased.  Even  then,  it  proved  tilriinately  the  eause  of  a loss 
of  one  or  two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  puhlie,  in  what  is  called 
the  dead  money  in  the  treasury.  We  wisli  ever  to  live  under  a 
government  of  laws,  ami  not  of  men.  The  provision  in  the  act 
incorporating  the  present  bank,  which  designated  the  place 
where  the  public  moneys  should  be  deposited,  was  in  every  1 


respect  proper  and  salutary;  not  less  acceptable  to  tlie  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  who  must  always  wish  to  be  guarded  by  law 
rather  than  be  clothed  with  discretionary  powers,  than  benefi- 
cial to  the  public  interests,  by  guarding  against  the  danger  of 
the  control  of  the  public  purse  being  converted  into  an  engine 
of  power,  if  government  shoulil  ever  fall  into  improper  hands. 
We  have  only  to  lament,  that,  in  order  to  guard  against  an 
imaginary  danger,  the  provision  was  expressed  in  such  terms 
as  to  have  permitted  the  act  of  which  we  now  complain. 

But  while  the  selected  state  banks  shall  be  under  the  execu- 
tive control  in  the  manner  above  stated,  they  cannot  be  regu- 
lated by  either  congress  or  the  treasury,  in  any  point  connected 
with  the  currency  of  the  country,  that  may  interfere  with  their 
charters,  or  not  l>e  ()ermitted  hy  the  laws  of  the  stale. 

The  state  banks  are  artificial  bodies,  deriving  their  existence 
from  the  several  states  l)y  which  they  have  been  incorporated, 
ami  siil)jecl  to  the  laws  and  to  the  control  of  each  state  respec- 
tively. Tliey  may,  or  may  not,  he  permitted  to  accede  to  the 
terms  preset ibed  by  congress,  or  by  the  executive,  for  becoming 
the  collectors  ami  the  (lepositoiies  of  the  public  moneys.  If 
any  stattr  shall  think  that  a conipliiinee,  on  the  pari  of  the  se- 
lected hank,  with  the  legislative  or  treasury  regnbitions  shall 
interfere  with  the  banking  systeni,  or  currency,  wliich  that 
stale  wishes  to  maintain,  it  will  forbid  the  hank  to  accept  those 
terms.  Whether  any  hank  may,  on  any  terms,  heemne  a sub- 
ordinate branch  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  depends 
entirely  on  the  will  of  the  .several  states. 

It  has  been  asked,  if  the  stale  hanks  were  deemed  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  national 
government,  whether  this  was  not  an  admission  that  a national 
bank  was  antliorised  Ity  tlie  constitnl ion.’  But  without  discus- 
sing the  consliuuionai  question,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  govemmmu  of  tlie  United  Stales  i.s  so  constituted,  that 
it  cannot  perform  its  most  legitimate  fnnction.s  through  it-s  own 
officers  and  agents;  that,  even  for  collecting  its  own  revenue,  it 
is  compelled  to  resort  to  state  institutions.  Why  not  at  once 
recur  to  the  treasurers  of  the  .several  stales,  and  make  them 
suh  treasurers  of  the  United  States.’  Should  any  one,  startled 
with  such  a supposition,  charge  us  with  having  stated  an  im- 
possible case,  we  reply  that  this  is  not  a supposition,  but  a fact. 

Among  the  banks  selected  hy  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  i.s 
the  Mobile  branch  of  the  bank  of  the  state  of  Alabama.  Neither 
in  that  hank  or  its  branches  is  Mu  re  a single  individual  stock- 
holder. All  the  funds  arc  furnished  by  the  stale;  the  business  of 
the  bank  is  carried  on  solely  for  the  benefit  and  at  the  risk  of  ilte 
slate,  whose  credit  is  pledged  for  the  ultimate  redemption  and 
payment  of  all  notes  issued,  and  all  debts  contracted  hy  said 
bank;  and  it  is  managed  by  a president  and  fourteen  directors, 
annually  elected  by  a joint  vote  of  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture. Whether  the  notes  issued  by  that  bank  of  the  stale  are 
not  to  all  intents  and  purposes  “hills  of  credit  emitted  by  that 
.state”  it  is  not  our  province  to  inquire;  we  only  stale  the  fact, 
that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  selected  as  an  agent  of 
that  tiepartment,  a branch  of  a branch  of  the  treasury  of  one  of 
the  states. 

It  is  principally  because  congress  either  has  not,  or  will  not 
exercise  the  power  of  regulating  and  restraining  the  currency 
issued,  under  the  authority  of  the  several  states,  that  resort  has 
been  had  twice  to  a national  bank.  Until  a more  direct  and 
efficient  mode  shall  have  been  suggested,  we  must  look  to  that 
institution  as  the  only  means  through  which  a sound  and  uni- 
form paper  currency  can  be  issued  under  the  aiuhorily  of  the 
national  government,  and  as  the  best  instruinent  for  regulating, 
though  indirectly  and  but  partially,  the  whole  currency  of  the 
country;  but  no  substitute  will  answer  the  purpose,  unless  the 
power  of  congress  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  states  should 
be  admitted  and  exercised.  We  know  from  the  experience  of 
nearly  forty  years,  that  so  long  as  a bank  of  the  United  States 
has  been  in  operation  we  have  had  a sound  currency;  and  that 
it  was  thrown  into  utter  confusion,  when  left  to  the  control  of 
the  several  stales,  each  acting  according  to  its  particular  views 
of  the  subject.  Experience  has  shown  in  what  respects  the 
powers  with  which  the  bank  was  invested  may  be  abused,  and 
what  modifications  may  be  ttecessary,  in  order  to  remove  well 
grounded  objections,  and,  without  lessening  it.s  utility,  to  adapt 
it  belter  to  the  wishes  and  the  wants  of  the  people.  We  ab- 
stain at  this  time  from  any  expression  of  the  views  of  tlie  com- 
mittee respecting  the  several  modifications  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  suggested,  as  we  believe  the  discussion  would  be  pre- 
mature, and  the  time  iinpropitioiis  for  a calm  investigation  of 
tliat  important  siihj<-ct.  In  the  mean  while,  and  x.'hile  the 
question  whether  congress  shall  ultimately  charter  a national 
bank  remains  in  a state  of  nneeftainty,  the  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  forcibly  turned  towards  the  banking  sys- 
tem and  the  currency  of  this  state. 

It  is  incontestible,  that  the  defects  in  the  laws  of  the  several 
state.s  on  that  subject,  the  excessive  issues  of  paper  by  some  of 
the  state  batiks,  and  the  consequences  felt  or  apprehended  to 
ensue,  furnish  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  a bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  highly  probably  that  if  at  the  termination 
of  the  charter  of  the  fornter  bank,  the  several  states,  instead  of 
indulging  the  mania  which  prevailed  for  multiplying  unrestrict- 
ed banks,  had  each  passed  the  necessary  laws  for  regulating 
and  restraining  their  own  paper  currency,  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  not  have  been  called  into  existence. 
We  are  ready  to  admit  that  even  with  a national  bank,  the  co- 
operation of  the  se  veral  states  would  he  highly  useful,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a sound  currency  throughout  tlie  whole 
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country,  so  long  as  the  power  of  congress  to  regulate  it  hy  law, 
in  a direct  manner,  shnll  be  either  denied  or  not  exercised.  In 
every  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  highly  important  that  the  defect.' 
of  our  own  systeiu  should  be  corrected.  It  is  not  Judging  by 
the  result  that  we  are  di.-:po8ed  to  think  it  worse  tliari  that  of 
most  of  the  other  states.  The  disproportion  between  specie  and 
issues  is  as  great  in  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  as  in  New  York. 
But  the  affairs  of  our  own  state  are  our  own  concern;  and  we 
believe  that,  consiOering  its  population,  geograpliical  position, 
wealth  and  commercial  connexions,  its  example  would  have  a 
happy  influence  over  the  other  states. 

Ttie  first  observation  we  beg  leave  to  submit,  is  the  propriety 
of  repealing  that  law  of  the  state  which  forbids  every  per>on  or 
association  of  persons,  other  than  incorporated  banks,  not  only 
to  issue  any  notes  or  bills  and  put  them  in  circulation  as  money 
(a  prohibition  equally  proper  and  necessary),  but  which  ex- 
tends the  prohibition  to  the  “keeping  of  any  olRce  for  tlie  pur 
pose  of  receiving  deposites  or  discounting  notes  nr  bill.s.” 
This  last  restriction  on  the  common  and  legitimate  use  of  pri- 
vate capital,  is,  we  believe,  peculiar  to  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  code  of  the  other  states,  nor  in 
deed  of  any  other  coiiiinercial  couniry.  Instead  of  making  the 
lending  and  borrowing  of  money  for  commercial  purposes  an 
exclusive  privilege,  it  is  the  policy  of  every  commercial  coun- 
try, and  far  more  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
to  set  private  capital  free  from  any  unnecessary  restriction,  as 
the  best  means  of  producing  competition,  and  of  reducing  by 
natural  means  the  price  paid  for  the  use  of  money. 

We  concur  also  in  the  opinion  of  the  bank  commissioners, 
that  the  number  of  banks  ouglit  not  to  be  increased  but  with 
great  caution;  that  the  natural  tendency  of  an  increased  num- 
ber is  to  increase  bank  issues  beyond  what  is  necessary  and 
proper;  that  if  any  additional  banking  capital  is  wanted  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  bank  accommodations  in  favor  of  the 
community,  and  not  for  that  of  increasing  hank  issues  and  bank 
profits,  and  that  for  that  purpose,  the  increa.se  of  the  capital  of 
existing  banks,  so  a.s  to  equalize  as  far  as  practicable  that  of 
banks  in  the  same  locality,  is  preferable  to  the'  creation  of  new 
banks. 

VV’e  must  add,  in  reference  to  that  equality  of  capital  between 
banks  in  the  same  locality  or  placed  under  similar  circumstan- 
ces, that  the  only  reason  for  giving  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  its  large  capital  was,  besides  the  extent  of  territory  over 
which  its  operations  must  be  carried,  the  necessity  of  investing 
it  with  power  suflicient  to  check  and  regulate  the  issues  of  the 
other  banks.  And  the  power  was  thus  given,  only  because 
congress  was  presumed  not  to  have  the  authority  of  restraining 
those  issues,  by  laws  directly  applicable  to  that  object.  But 
the  states  are  under  no  such  restrictions.  They  have  the  full 
and  unlimited  power  to  regulate  and  restrain  their  own  bank- 
ing system,  and  the  circulation  of  their  own  banks,  to  any  ex- 
tent and  in  whatever  manner  they  please.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  necessity  or  reason  for  the  erection  by  the  state,  of  a bank 
with  a capital  superior  to  that  of  all  its  other  moneyed  institu- 
tions, enabled  thereby  to  govern  and  oppress  all  of  them,  and 
obnoxious,  without  any  apology  for  it,  to  all  the  objections 
which  have  been  raised  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
Free  competition  as  it  now  exists  between  the  several  banks,  is 
highly  useful;  and  there  are  few  things  more  to  be  deprecated 
than  a powerful  moneyed  institution,  not  merely  regulated  by 
a general  law,  but  kept  in  its  operations  under  the  immediate 
control  of  government,  and  liable  to  be  used  as  an  engine  by 
those  who  administer  government. 

The  laws  of  the  state  contain  many  provisions  well  calculat- 
ed to  prevent  and  to  punish  fraud,  and  to  en.^ure,  so  far  as  it 
can  be  done  by  legal  enactments,  the  ultimate  solvency  of  the 
banks.  And  the  act,  commonly  called  the  “safety  fund  act,” 
has  provided  for  annual  and  intermediary  investigations  which 
we  consider  as  salutary,  and  which  we  wish  only  to  see  accom- 
panied by  annual,  clear  and  complete  statements  of  the  situa- 
tion of  every  bank  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  act.  We  see 
indeed  no  reason  why  every  bank  in  this  state,  witlioiit  excep- 
tion, should  not  be  made  subject  to  the  same  investigation  and 
publicity,  and,  to  all  the  general  law's  of  the  state  respecting 
moneyed  corporations,  save  only  such  as  may  impose  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money,  or  render  them  liable  to  any  moneyed  re- 
sponsibility, not  within  the.purpott  of  their  respective  charters. 

But  although  gross  mismanagement  may  produce  some  ex- 
ceptions, it  is  not  the  ultimate  insolvency  of  the  banks  which  is 
to  be  apprehended.  The  great  danger  to  be  guarded  against  i.s, 
that  general  suspension  of  specie  payments,  which  both  imme- 
diately and  afterwards  when  such  payments  are  resumed,  is  at- 
tended with  the  utter  subversion  of  existing  contracts,  and  with 
calamities  which  effect  every  class,  and  none  more  than  tlie 
poorer  classes  of  society. 

The  fundamental  and  objectionable  provision  of  the  safely 
fund  act  is  that  which  lays'  a yearly  lax  of  one-half  per  cent, 
on  the  capital  of  all  the  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the 
proceeds  to  the  payment  of  any  part  of  its  debts,  which  any 
bank,  by  its  own  misconduct,  may  become  unable  to  discharge. 

This  tax  is  unjust,  inasmuch  as  it  renders  banks  responsible 
for  others  over  which  they  have  no  control:  and  in  that  it  offers 
a premium  in  favor  of  misconduct  or  unskilful  management,  at 
the  expense  of  those  which  are  wisely  and  cautiously  managed. 
It  is  more  particularly  unjust  in  reference  to  this  city;  inasmuch 

*Tbe  tax  is  for  six  years  certain,  and  contingent  for  the  en- 
suing years  until  the  charter  expires. 


as  the  tax  is  laid  in  proportion  to  the  capital  and  not  to  the  cir- 
ciilnlion.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  bank  commission- 
ers iliai  the  apparent  circulation  of  the  city  bank.s  amounted  on 
the  first  January  last  to  $4,900,000,  and  that  of  the  country  banks 
to  10,500,000  dollar.';  while  the  lax  being  laid  on  the  capital,  the 
city  banks  pay  annually  more  than  63,000  dollar.'  towards  the 
fund  and  the  couniry  hanks  Iv.'.s  th.iii  fifty-one  thousand.  The 
disproportion  would,  it  i.«  true,  be  considerably  less  by  includ- 
ing the  depo.'iies.  But  the  ri;p«rt  does  not  enable  us  to  state 
tlie  precise  amount  of  the  aggregate  of  the  circulation  and  indi- 
vidual depo.'iies  in  the  city  and  couniry  respectively. 

What  renders  the  tax  still  more  unjust,  is  the  total  want  of 
I reciprocity.  'I’lie  notes  of  the  city  banks  did  not  require  the 
gu.'iranty  of  those  in  the  country;  and.  so  far  from  their  circu- 
I lalion  being  increased  by  that  provision,  it  has,  in  fact,  been 
; lessened,  wiihiri  the  city  itself,  by  tlie  introduction  of  country 
pajicr,  to  which  the  guaranty  of  the  city  banks  has  given  an 
artificial  value. 

It  is  this  last  circumstance  which,  apart  from  its  injustice, 
renders  the  system  iinsafe  and  dangerous  to  the  community  at 
large.  Instead  of  suffering  the  circulation  of  each  bank  to  rest 
on  the  confidence  to  w’hich  it  was  naturally  entitled,  each  one 
has  been  enabled  to  extend  its  circulation  as  far  as  its  local  si- 
tuation permitted,  without  regaid  to  its  capital,  its  resources, 
its  management,  and  to  the  degree  of  confidence  to  which  it  is 
entitled  by  all  those  circumstances;  and  solely  on  account  of 
the  artificial  confiilence  aiising  from  the  guaranty  of  more  re- 
sponsible institutions  which  has  been  created  by  the  law.  Hence 
the  extravagant  is.'vies  of  some  of  them,  the  disproportion  be- 
tween their  specie  and  their  issues,  and  the  imminent  danger  of 
suspension  of  specie  payments  W'hich  threatens  the  whole  sys- 
tem, whenever  any  untoward  event,  such  as  must  necessarily 
occur  in  the  course  of  human  affairs,  may  disturb  the  ordinary 
state  of  things.  It  is  perfectly  natural  that  every  bank  should 
avail  itself  of  the  advantages  derived  from  its  situation,  whether 
natural  or  bestowed  on  it  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  Each  will 
naturally  try  to  increase  its  profits  to  the  utmost  limits.  We 
find,  accoidingly,  by  the  report  of  the  bank  commissioners  of 
the  lOih  day  of  March,  1833,  that,  while  the  average  dividends 
of  thirteen  city  banks  amounted  to  little  more  than  six  per  cent, 
those  of  seven  of  the  banks  in  Alban  y and  Troy  were  nearly  at 
the  rate  of  eight  percent,  and  the  average  of  the  thirty-two  other 
banks,  included  in  the  report,  was  almost  nine  and  a half  per 
cent,  on  their  capitals.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  perpetual  applications  should  be  made  for 
new  banks;  that  they  should  be  at  last  considered  less  in  refer- 
ence to  their  utility  to  the  community,  than  as  special  favors 
granted  to  the  applicants;  that  there  shoulil  be  a perpetual  and 
unnecessary  increase  of  new  banks,  and  that,  as  has  been  con- 
clusively proved  by  the  bank  commissioners,  this  should  have 
been  attended  with  a dangerous  and  immoderate  increase  of  the 
bank  issues. 

We  think  it,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance  that  those 
defects  in  the  existing  system,  which  endanger  the  soundness 
of  the  currency,  and  which  may  render  the  rechartering  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  on  any  terms,  absolutely  necessary, 
.should  be  corrected;  and  the  remedies  for  that  purpose  are  most 
simple  and  obvious. 

They  consist  merely  in  restricting  the  amount  of  the  loans  and 
circulation  of  each  bank,  by  substantial,  and  not  by  nominal, 
restrictions.  The  suppression  of  notes  of  a less  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  we  believe,  is  generally  demanded.  It  will 
have,  among  others,  the  great  advantage  of  causing  all  small 
payments,  those  for  articles  daily  brought  for  sale  at  market, 
and  those  for  the  daily  compensation  of  labor,  to  be  made  in 
specie,  and  of  lessening  the  injury  which  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments,  or  failure  of  any  bank,alway.s  inflicts  on  the  poor- 
er classes.  But  this  measure  will  afTord  but  a partial  remedy 
against  the  general  danger.  The  amount  is  variously  estimat- 
ed— atone  fifth  or  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  circulation:  but 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  this  would  be  soon  again  supplied 
by  five  dollar  notes.  We  repeat,  that  the  true  and  efficient  re- 
medy is  only  to  be  found  in  a substantial  restriction  on  the  is- 
sues and  loans  of  the  banks. 

According  to  the  existing  laws,  the  loans  are  restricted  to 
twice  and  a half,  and  the  amount  of  hank  notes  to  twice  the 
amount  of  the  capital.  The  first  restriction  is  insufficient;  and 
the  last  can  hardly  be  called  a restriction.  There  is  no  bank 
which  may  not  divide  more  than  six  [ler  cent,  if  its  loans  are 
limited  to  twice  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Umler  proper  ma- 
nagement a much  smaller  amount  i.s  sufficient.  The  total 
amount  of  notes  issued  by  all  the  banks  of  the  northern  slates 
is  less  than  one-third  pan  of  their  capital.  It  will  be  seen  by 
the  last  report  of  the  bank  commissioners,  that  the  gross  amount 
of  all  the  not«'s  issued,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  of  the  apparent 
circniatiou  of  the  banks  under  the  safely  fund  amounted  to 
15,400.000  on  a capital  of22,700.000  of  dollar.s.  The  dispropor- 
tion between  the  liabilities  and  resources  is  to  be  found  in  the 
extraordinary  amount  of  issues  by  some  of  the  hanks.  Ilia  not 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  stockholders  to  make  extraordinary 
profits,  but  for  the  public  good,  that  banks  are  instituted.  We 
are  perfectly  satisfied,  that  a restriction  ivbich  would  limit  the 
issues  of  every  bank  to  two-thirds  of  it  capital,  would  be  amply 
sufficient  to  secure  to  each  a dividend  of  six  per  cent,  and,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  the  state  a sound  currency,  independent  of  the 
acts  of  any  other  legislative  body. 

By  the  instruction  given  to  the  committee  at  the  public  meet 
ing,  by  which  they  were  instituted,  it  became  their  duty  to  en- 
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deavor  to  effect  an  union  of  the  clianiber  of  commerce  and  the 
board  of  trade.  This  subject  has  been  committed  to  a sub-corn  ■ 
niittee,  and  has  been  brought  by  them  to  the  consideration  of 
those  associations.  It  is  understood  tliat  no  definite  plan  o( 
union  has  yet  been  agreed  upon;  but  tlie  committee  trust,  that 
as  there  are  so  many  objects  of  great  and  mutual  itjterest,  some 
plan  may  be  devised  by  which  an  efficient  action  and  united 
efforts  of  both  may  always  hereafter  be  secured,  without  the 
loss  of  any  distinctive  powers  which  either  may  desire  to  retain. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 

JOHN  G.  COSTER, 

HUBERT  VAN  WAGENEN, 
RUFUS  L.  LORD, 

JONATHAN  GOODHUE, 
NATHANIEL  WEED, 

D.  W.  C.  OLYPHANT, 

JOHN  P.  STAGG, 

JOHN  W.  LEAVITT, 

PHILIP  HONE, 

THOMAS  BROOKS, 

EDWARD  G.  FAILE, 

DAVID  LEE, 

JOHN  HAGERTY, 

FANNING  C.  TUCKER, 
JAMES  BOORMAN, 

GARDNER  G.  HOWLAND, 
CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL, 
ISAAC  CAROW, 

JOSEPH  KERNOCHAN, 
JAMES  BROWN, 

JAMES  G.  KING, 

JOHN  A.  STEVENS. 


Before  the  preceding  report  had  been  read  and  unanimously 
accepted,  by  the  meeting  (more  than  3,000  in  number) — 

John  A.  Stevens,  a member  of  the  committee,  came  forward, 
and,  in  the  name  of  Albert  Gallatin,  esq.  their  chairman,  pre- 
sented the  report  prepared  by  them.  The  advanced  age  and 
feeble  health  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  he  trusted,  would  be  a sufficient 
apology  for  the  absence  of  that  gentleman,  who  was  particular- 
ly desirous  on  this  occasion  to  meet  his  fellow  citizens,  and,  by 
his  presence,  bear  testimony  to  the  deep  interest  he  took  in  the 
present  momentous  state  of  affairs.  Philip  Hone,  after  some 
preliminary  remarks,  read  the  report.  Pelatiah  Peril,  esq.  then 
offered  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  meeting,  concurring  in  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  committee  on  the  causes  of  the  present  distress, 
its  proper  remedies,  and  the  measures  of  alleviation  they  have 
suggested,  approved  and  adopt  this  report. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  city  banks  be  requested  to  take  into 
earnest  consideration  the  several  propositions  submitted  to  them 
by  the  committee,  and  to  adopt  all  the  measures  founded  on  mu- 
tual forbearance  and  assistance,  and  on  concert  and  harmony 
of  action,  which  may  enable  them  to  afford  the  greatest  relief 
to  the  community. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  board 
of  brokers  to  discontitiue,  in  compliance  with  public  opinion, 
sales  of  stocks  on  time,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  union  committee  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  to 
this  time,  and  that  they  be  requested  to  continue  their  patriotic 
labors  and  to  report  further  to  a public  meeting,  or  otherwise, 
as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Peril,  the  resolutions  were  una- 
nimously adopted. 

Then  the  following  resolutions,  sent  to  the  meeting  by  Albert 
Gallatin,  esq.  were  proposed  in  his  absence  by  John  A.  Stevens: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the 
place  where  they  were  by  law  deposited  and  declared  by  a late 
vote  of  congress  to  be  perfectly  safe,  in  virtue  of  the  sole  order 
of  the  president,  issued  only  two  months  before  that  body  was 
again  to  assemble,  and  with  the  avowed  object  of  being  enabled 
thereby  to  interpose  his  veto,  if  congress  persisted  in  its  opi- 
nion; 

The  unexampled  interference  with  the  officer  to  whom  the 
public  purse  is  intrusted,  in  the  performance  of  duties  by  law 
exclusively  assigned  to  that  officer; 

The  appointment,  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,. of  a tem- 
porary officer,  for  the  special  purpose  of  doing  an  act,  which  no 
secretary  of  the  treasury  regularly  appointed  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate  would  have  performed;; 

Are  an  abuse  of  the  powers  vested  by  the  constitution  in  the 
president,  and  encroachments  upon  the  legislative  authority  of 
congress,  upon  the  laws  and  upon  the  constitutional  participa- 
tion of  the  senate  in  appointments  to  office,  which^  unless  ar- 
rested, must  give  to  the  president  alone,  the  exclusive  control 
over  the  public  purse,  over  the  currency,  and  over  private  and' 
public  credit. 

2.  Resolved,  That  these  acts,  and  others  of  a similar  descrip- 
tion; the  frequent  and  indiscriminate  use  of  the  president’s 
veto;  his  belief  in  his  own  infallibility;  his  fixed  determination^ 
that  his  will  alone  shall  govern;  the  avowal  that,  whatever  that 
may  be,  he  must  at  all  events,  be  sustained;  or,  in  other  words, 
“that  the  king  can  do  no  wrong”  the  substitution  of  the  worship' 
of  a man  for  our  ancient  notions  of  entire  freedom  of  opinion 
and  love  of  liberty,  are  subversive  of  the  principles  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  lend,  ultimately,  leaving  us  hardly  the  name  and 
forms  of  a republic,  to  convert  it  substantially  into  a monarchy, 

3.  Resolved,  That  there  is  a redeeming  spirit  in  our  free  and 
glorious  institutions,  which  guaranties  their  perpetuity;  and  that,, 
for  the  true  and  only  remedy,  and  with  a perfect  conviction  of 
ultimate  success,  we  fearlessly  appeal  to  “the  people  of  the  U. 
States,”  our  and  their  own  legitimate  sovereign, 

All  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 


Hundreds  of  meetings  of  the  people  are  yet  just  held 
or  holding  to  adopt  various  proceedings  with  relation  to 
the  state  of  the  currency,  and  effect  a return  of  the  publio 
deposites.  They  sometimes  meet  in  huge  masses.  The 
anti-bank  meeting  at  Albany  was  succeeded  by  what  is 
said  to  be  a much  larger  one  on  the  other  side;  and  the 
spirit  of  it  is  running  through  the  west  with  extraordinary 
rapidity  and  force.  Similar  meetings  are  going  on,  es- 
pecially in  Massachusetts,  Verrhont,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  and  a good  many 
in  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Alabama,  with  some  in  nearly  every  other 
state.  The  movements  of  the  people  have  no  precedent 
in  our  country — nor  perhaps,  in  any  other;  but  we  regret 
to  believe,  that,  comparatively  speaking,  the  pressure  is 
only  just  beginning  to  be  felt.  There  already  has  been 
some  occasional  relaxations,  and  others,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  happen,  else  “credit  must  perish,”  and  one  wide 
ruin  over-shadow  the  whole  land — which  ought  to  be 
bright  and  flourishing  and  happy,  as  it  -was  until politi-^ 
dans  meddled  -with  the  currency. 
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publish  this  week  a large  collection  of  scraps, 
illustrative  of  the  present  state  of  the  currency  and  of  the 
times — useful  for  present  notice,  and  important  to  the 
history  of  “the  experiment”  that  is  making. 

An  abstinence  from  the  publication  of  any  long  article 
this  week,  has  given  to  the  present  number  ot  the  Re- 
gister a great  variety  of  articles,  though  most  of  them 
relate  to  the  all-engrossing  subject — the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  pressure  on  the  money  market.  The  spe- 
cial message  of  the  governor  of  JV'eio  York — the  account 
of  the  great  meeting  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  letter  of 
Dr.  jyiacneven,  will  claim  much  attention.  Dr.  Macne- 
ven  is  among  the  last  survivors  of  the  grand  rally  of  the 
Irish  patriots,  and  of  the  associates  of  the  the 

Orrs,  the  Tandys,  the  Keoghs,  the  Currans,  the  Samp- 
sons, the  Tones,  the  Roivans  and  the  Moores,  and  others 
— a race  of  giants  in  intellect,  with  a purity  of  principle 
and  firmness  of  purpose,  worthy  of  leaders  in  a sublime 
contest  for  genuine  liberty.  In  early  life,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  personally  acquainted  with  three  or 
four  of  those  named,  and  considered  them  as  among  the 
most  splendid  specimens  of  the  human  kind  that  we  had 
ever  met  with.  But  Dr.  Macneven  needs  not  our  hum- 
ble testimony  of  his  devotion  to  democratic  principles — 
and  the  power  which  he  possesses  to  support  them,  will 
be  seen  in  his  letter. 

It  is  added  that  counsellor  Sampson,  and  others  of  like 
high  character  and  standing,  agree  with  Dr.  JVLacnerven. 

Baltimorehas  met  with  two  severe  losses  within  a week. 
On  iMonday  last,  the  remains  of  Talbot  Jones,  esq.  were 
returned  to  the  earth,  and  on  Thursday  night  Alexander 
JSrow/i,  esq.  died!  These  were  two  of  our  oldest  and 
most  valued  merchants — persons  beloved  for  their  private 
virtues,  and  esteemed  for  their  public  conduct.  The 
first  was  among  the  most  extensive  of  our  traders  with 
the  interior;  the  second  of  the  most  important  in  our  rela- 
tions with  Europe.  It  was  the  house  of  A.  Brown  6? 
Sons  that  took  the  late  loan  required  by  the  state  of  Ma- 
ryland of  500,000  dollars,  and  if  he,  the  deceased,  had 
not  moved  in  that  business,  it  is  said  that  1,000  poor  la- 
borers on  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  rail  road  would 
have  been  discharged — and,  at  a time  like  the  present, 
to  suffer! 

We  present  gov.  Marcy's  special  message  to  the  le- 
gislature of  New  York,  and  submit  it  to  the  cool  consi- 
deration of  our  readers  whether  he  is  not  at  the  “head 
of  the  heap”ofthe  “panic  makers?”  What  is  it  ? — to  bor- 
row money,  in  fact,  on  the  credit  of  the  state,  in  Europe 
money!]  to  lend  to  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  that  they  may  lend  to  the  country  banks,  that 
they  may  lend  to  the  people!  If  “all  who  borrow  money 
ought  to  break” — here  is  a “pretty  kettle  of  fish,”  and  a 
big  one  too!  And  what  are  the  “four  or  five  millions” 
proposed  to  be  borrowed?  As  the  “small  dust  of  the 
balance!”  Tlie  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  have 
lately  increased  their  discounts  3^  millions,  and  the  mo- 
ney-pressure increases!  And  it  will,  until  confidence 
is  restored.  We  have  money  enough,  and,  with  conji- 
dence,  would  soon  have  credit  enough. 

[We  have  since  received  the  report  of  a joint  commit- 
tee of  the  legislature  of  New  York,  to  whom  the  gover- 
nor’s message  was  referred,  and  shall  insert  it  next 
week.  It  concludes  with  a bill  providing  for  the  creation 
of  a five  per  cent,  state  stock,  amounting  to  six  millions 
of  dollars,  redeemalile  in  twelve  years.  Four  millions 
of  dollars  of  this  stock  is  proposed  to  be  loaned  to  the 
banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  two  millions  to  be 
sent  to  the  loan  offices  in  diffierent  parts  of  the  state,  to 
he  loaned  when  the  supervisors  of  the  respective  counties 
determine  that  they  are  in  need  of  such  aid.  It  also  pro- 
vides for  a boai  d of  officers,  &c. 
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Tills  novel  and  very  important  measure  has,  probably, 
been  already  passed  into  a law! — for  the  first  section  ot^ 
it  was  passed  by  the  assembly  before  certain  of  the 
members  had  had  time  to  read  the  bill.  For  wliatever 
reason  these  things  have  taken  place,  we  think  thateverv 
reflecting  friend  of  a sound  currency  will  view  them  witli 
alarm.  The  precedent  is  dangerous — the  pi-actice  alto- 
gether unsound — in  our  opinion;  and  we  think  that  this 
is  a subject  on  which  we  have  some  right  to  have  and  ex- 
press an  opinion.] 

We  have  received  the  officially  published  lists  of 
names  attached  to  the  petitions  from  Baltimore,  for  and 
against  the  restoration  of  tlie  public  deposites.  We  ob- 
serve many  mistakes  of  the  printer  in  spelling  them — > 
but  they  are  unavoidable.* 

These  lists  of  names  have  been  looked  over,  and  we 
note  the  following  facts:  to  the  petition  for  a restoration 
of  the  deposites  there  are  signed  183  business  firms,  of 
which  number  176  are  know  n to  us:  on  the  other  there 
are  only  six  business  firms,  of  which  only  one  is  known 
to  us. 

Of  the  first  hundred  names  on  the  petition  for  restora- 
tion, eighty-four  are  those  of  persons  known  to  us — and 
of  the  remaining  16  there  are  several  so  misspelled  that 
we  cannot  surely  identify  them.  On  the  other  list,  of  the 
first  hundred  names  ordy  twenty-two  are  identified  a» 
being  known  to  us. 

Ot  the  last  hundred  names  on  the  first  list  we  know 
fifty-one  persons  answering  thereto — of  the  last  hundred 
names  on  the  second  list  we  can,  in  like  manner,  identify 
only  seven  persons. 

Each  page  of  the  lists  contains  about  150  names.  Let 
us  see  how  this  sort  of  knowledge  extends  to  some  of 
them,  taken  at  random. 

On  the  2d  page  of  the  first  petition  w-e  know  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  persons  and  firms,  as  they  are  put 
down:  on  the  same  page  of  the  second  list  we  know  only 
eleven  persons. 

On  the  7th  page  of  the  first  list  we  know  66  persons — 
on  the  same  page  of  the  second  list  no  more  than  8 per- 
sons. 

On  the  12th  page  of  tho  first  list  we  know  93  persons— 
on  the  same  page  of  the  second,  we  cannot  undertake  to 
say  that  more  than  three  persons  are  identified  by  us — 
though  the  name  of  “Martin  Van  Buren”  is  on  this  page ! 

On  the  first  list  one  person  has  made  his  mark  with  an 
y,,  and  six  names  were  “illegible:”  on  the  second,  24 
are  marked  with  a cross  y,  and  27  are  reported  “illegi- 
ble”—azo:  being  in  “German.” 

The  last  petition  has  the  names  of  “Geo.  W.  Freas, 
esqp  “Stephen  Gates,  esqP  and  “John  Freas,  esq,'^ 
We  have  not  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  either 
of  these  esquires. 

Such  are  the  results  of  a hasty  examinatimt.  We  do 
not  pretend  to  perfect  accuracy,  but  are  sure  that  no  great 
mistake  has  been  made. 

We  have  been  doing  business  in  this  city  since  1798, 
and  came  hither  permanently  to  reside  in  1805,  and  have 
mixed  much  with  the  ]>eople  since  the  latter  period.  We 
refer  to  individuals,  in  both  cases,  that  are  personally 
known  to  us,  or  whom  we  otherwise  know'  are  in  the 
“land  of  the  living,”  and  can  be  found. 

If  the  decision  of  the  question  concerning  the  public 
deposites  were  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  business-men 
of  Baltimore,  at  least  seven-eighths  would  say,  restore 
them!  And  if,  with  the  knowledge  obtained  through  ex- 
perience, they  were  called  upon  to  decide,  shall  the  de- 
posites he  removed?  we  think  that  49  out  of  every  50 

*It  is  Impossible  to  decypher  many  signatures — for  many,  iike 
ourselves,  liave  acquired  a wretched  habit  of  making  certain 
marks,  standing  for  our  names,  that  are  unintelligible  to  person* 
not  familiar  with  them. 
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would  give  a loud  and  emphatic  negative.  Indeed,  we 
can  sincerely  say  that  we  have  not  met  with  a single  man 
Avho,  when  pushed  to  give  an  honest  answer,  that  has  not 
pronounced  the  measure  an  unwise  one — a “mistake;” 
but,  as  it  was  done,  win' — it  couldn't  be  retired  from, 
some  said;  i.  e.  the  party  must  not -waver  in  a course  ad- 
mitted to  be  2imvise,  though  ruin  shall  follow  a perseve- 
rance in  it\  ]iy  business-men  we  mean  merchants  and 
other  dealers,  shop  keepers,  mechanics,  of  all  sorts,  em- 
ployers and  journeymen,  artists  and  trades-people — pro- 
perty holders  and  rent  payers,  and  all  persons  who  have 
had  a settled  home  and  citizenship  with  us  two  years, 
excluding  however  office-holders,  who  feed  at  the  public 
crib,  and  the  miserables  who  hope  to  get  their  share  of 
the  fodder— for  all  these  like  “mother  Carey’s  chickens,” 
lean,  lank  and  hungry,  delight  in  the  storm.  It  is  their 
“glory”  to  be  in  tlie  whirlwind! — they  have  every  thing 
to  hope  for,  and  nothing  to  lose. 

Mr.  J\fclCim  represents  the  5th  congressional  district, 
which  is  composed  of  the  five  first  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel.  At  the  late 


election  the  votes  stood  thus— 

McKim.  Steuart. 

5 wards  of  Baltimore  2,049  1,678 

Anne  Arundel  county  1,132  1,114 

3,181  2,792 


Now  an  instruction  has  been  forwarded  to  -Mr.  JVLcKim 
that  he  shall  vote  for  a restoration  of  the  public  deposites. 
The  exact  number  is  not  known  to  us — but  it  has  been 
signed  by  more  than  3,300  voters  of  the  district — not  per- 
sons who  appear  on  an  election-day  and  are  not  there- 
after at  all  to  be  found;  but  individuals  who  have  fixed 
residences  with  us,  and  probably  being  not  less  than 
three-fourths  ot  the  business-men,  with  the  same  propor- 
tion of  the  stationary  and  regular  working  people,  me- 
chanics or  farmers,  &o. 

The  committee  who  had  this  matter  in  charge,  are  ho- 
norable men.  They  personally  obtained  most  of  the  names 
subscribed,  and  declare,  that,  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge, there  is  not  one  person  on  the  list  who  is  not  a voter 
of  the  district — and,  as  the  vote,  as  stated  above,  was  a 
high  one,  (5,973)  it  mupiestionably  appears  that  there  is 
a clear  majority  of  several  hundred  votes  in  favor  of  a 
restoration  of  the  deposites,*  and  yet  several  populous 
districts  had  been  neglected  by  those  who  had  them  in 
charge.  Indeed,  we  understand  that  in  the  3,300  is  not 
included  any  names  from  the  city  of  Annapolis,  and  from 
a whole  election  district  of  Anne  Arundel  county. 

[P.  S.  As  this  paper  was  going  to  press  we  are  told  that  the 
signers  of  the  instruction,  compared  with  the  whole  number  of 
votes  shew  a majority  of  715!  Others  lists  were  expected.] 

The  New  York  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  ward 
meetings,  and  meetings  of  different  trades,  or  callings, 
to  bear  upon  the  ensuing  election  of  corporation  officers. 
Never  before  were  such  movements  made  in  that  city! 
For  instance,  a meeting  of  the  carters  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  was  called  by  300  or  400 
of  them,  the  numbers  of  whose  carts  being  attached  to 
their  names — and  there  has  been  such  another  call  and 
meeting  of  landlords  and  seamen — another  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  eighty  stone  cutters,  &c.  &c.  Powerful 
eommittees  have  been  appointed  on  both  sides — for  an 
example,  the  anti-Tammany  carters  have  appointed  a 
committee  of  twenty  to  attend  the  polls  of  each  ward, 
(dressed  in  their  frocks),  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
election;  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  friends  of  a re- 
storation shall  close  their  stores  and  work  shops  that  they 
may  attend  to  the  business  of  the  election!  The  “Tam- 
manies” are  equally  busy.  They  have  the  benefit  of  an  old 
organization — the  respect  of  party  for  “regular  nomina- 
tions,” an  army  of  officers  of  the  U.  States,  and  of  the  state 
and  city  of  New  York  of  about  1,500  men,  who  have 
many  dependents,  whose  persons  and  purses  are  at  the 
command  of  the  party,  and  the  “spoils”  amount  to  a mil- 
lion of  dollars  a year!  All  these  will  be  on  “duty.” 
Besides  this  the  “Tammanies”  have  that  powerful  in- 

*Whole  number  of  votes  5,973 — the  half  of  which  is  2,986,  or 
less  by  300  than  the  number  of  the  signers.  The  districts  not 
beard  from  might  have  easily  furnished  from  4 to  500  good 
names. 


fluence  which  proceeds  from  tlie  possession  of  fomer 
majoriliesof  about  six  thousand  votes.  Mr.  Verplanck,  late 
a member  of  congress  Irom  that  city,  is  the  candidate  of 
the  “independent  democrats”  for  the  mayoralty,  and  Mr. 
Lawrence,  a member  of  the  present  congress,  will  be 
supported  by  the  “'I’ammanies. ” Mr.  Lee,  the  present 
mayor,  declined  a poll. 

The  excitement  is  not  confined  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  Great  masses  of  the  people  have  met  at  Albany, 
Troy.  Utica,  Rochester,  and,  indeed,  in  most  of  the 
chief  towns,  and  warmly  expressed  their  feelings  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c. , and  the  local  elections 
held  in  Poughkepsie,  Hudson,  Newburg,  Schenectady, 
Uhinebeck,  Claverack,  Lansinburgh,  &c.  shew  the  effect 
of  this  excitement.  The  first  for  example,  had  a “Jack- 
son”  majority  of  150  last  year,  now  of  144  anti-Jackson. 

At  one  of  the  great  meetings  lately  held  in  New  York, 
fifteen  associations  of  different  mechanics,  &c.  connected 
vviih  commerce,  sent  in  resolutions  against  the  measures 
of  the  general  and  state  governments. 

A friend  has  asked,  why  we  fixed  the  commencement 
of  the  “experiment”  as  the  period  at  which  we  supposed 
it  possible  the  bank  of  Maryland  might  fail  any  day,  as 
stated  in  our  last — saying  that  its  issues  had  long  before 
been  excessive.  In  return,  we  said, — “We  also  so  be- 
lieved— but  until  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  money 
was  ‘plenty,’ and  confidence  great;  and,  in  case  of  a pres- 
sure, it  was  easy  to  obtain  redeeming  funds  on  good  secu- 
rity offered:  soon  after  the  credit  of  the  best  of  our  citizens 
availed  little,  and  money  became  scarce.”  We  reasoned 
on  this  subject  as  Mr.  Duane  had  done  in  his  letter  to 
the  president  of  July  last — though  then  we  knew  not  that 
such  a letter  had  been  written — but  supposed  that  every 
one  who  had  considered  the  nature  of  the  currency  held 
the  opinions  which  we  oftentimes  freely  expressed,  and 
also  acted  upon,  to  a considerable  extent.  There  are 
several  who  will  bear  testimony  that  we  cautioned  them 
against  entering  into  new  engagements  to  pay  money, 
if  riglitfully  to  be  avoided' — until  the  effects  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  should  become  manifest  to  them. 

The  pressure  on  the  money  market  does  not  arise 
from  any  real  scarcity  of  money,  nor  has  it  any  sort  of 
connection  with  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States — unless  local.  1.  The  specie  capi- 
tal has,  probably,  been  increased  more  than  two  millions 
since  the  1st  October  last,  and  there  is  no  demand  for 
money  abroad,  exchange  being  really  8 or  9 per  cent,  be- 
low par;  and  besides,  the  reduced  price  of  almost  every 
commodity  has  lessened  the  want  for  money  to  make 
purchases,  in  ^the  amount  of  tens  of  millions  of  dollars. 
For  instance,  a cargo  of  1,000  barrels  of  flour  may  now 
be  obtained  for  4,000  dollars,  which  would  have  cost 
5,000,  a little  while  ago — and  1,000  dollars  less  of  money, 
or  credit,  is  needed  to  carry  on  this  small  operation;  and 
when  we  regard  the  diminished  value  of  cotton,  tobacco, 
rice,  lumber,  &c.  &c.  it  may  be  easily  believed  Xhnimany 
millions  less  are  now  needed  than  were  required  before 
the  “experiment”  began.  This  is  a matter  of  consider- 
able importance,  and  the  political  economist  will  easily 
appreciate  it.  2.  But' — while  llie  bank  of  the  United 
States  has  increased  its  circulation,  and  the  line  of  its 
discounts  is  not  reduced  so  much  as  that  of  its  deposites, 
it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  New  York  committee,  in- 
serted in  the  last Rkristek,  that  the  banks  in  that  city  (for 
an  example)  including  the  office,  have  increased  their 
loans  more  than  $3,500,000 — Feb.  19,  1834  being  com-^ 
pared  with  1st  October,  1833.  . 

Why  then  is  money  “scarce?”  It  is  because  con~ 
Jidence,  the  corner  stone  on  which  a wholesome  cur- 
rency rests,  has' been  destroyed  by  a wild  “experiment,” 
and  the  hostile  attitude  which  “the  government”  of  the  U. 
States  has  assumed  against  the  bank;  whereby  industry  is 
paralyzed,  new  enterprizes  abandoned,  the  circulation  of 
money  rendered  a sluggish  one,  and  a thousand  bankrupt- 
cies happened.  And  so  it  is — that  though  money  is  really 
more  plentiful  than  it  was  in  October  last,  and  though 
much  less  of  it  is  needed  to  carry  on  the  operations  of 
business,  than  before  the  removal  of  the  deposites — there 
does  not  appear  to  be  a circulating  medium  sufficient  to 
sati.sfy  the  common  wants  of  the  people!*  We  foresaw 


*Tl)is  paradox  is  solved  in  the  effect  before  us. 
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these  things — they  appeared  as  plain  to  «is  as  they  ap- 
peared to  Mr.  Dtiane* — and  on  this  principle  it  was  that 
we  thoiiglit  a failure  of  the  hank  of  Maryland  might  hap- 
pen on  any  day  since  the  1st  October,  1833. 

By  the  vote  in  the  senate  on  the  28th  ult.  see  page  88, 
it  will  he  seen  that  Mr.  Timey's  reasons  for  removing 
the  deposites  would  have  been  ])ronounced  “unsatisfacto- 
ry and  insufficient”  thirty  to  eighteen^  had  Messrs.  Bell 
and  Chambers  been  present,  in  the  senate!  We  are  in- 
clined to  believe  that  never  before  since  the  organization 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  has  so  large  a 
majority  appeared  in  the  senate  against  any  leadiiig  mea- 
sure of  the  executive  brancli  of  the  government.  And  the 
present  senate  has  a <leci<Ied  majority  of  those  who  ivere 
among  the  powerful  supporters  of  the  first  election  of  ge- 
neral Jackson  to  the  presidency. 

Tlie  history  of  the  existing  administration  bears  an 
extraordinar}' character — one -that  has  no  pai-allel  in  our 

*The  4ih  letter  of  iMr.  Duane  addressed  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  contains  a letter  from  him  to  the  president  dated 
July  10,  l!i33,  from  which  we  make  the  following  brief  extracts — 
a part  of  winch  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  present  in  italics. 

“Credit,  like  female  fame,  is  of  such  a peculiar  nature,  that 
its  blossoms  may  he  blighted  even  by  the  breath  of  inquiry;  what 
then,  might  not  be  the  consequence  of  the  blast  of  the  indigna- 
tion of  government  against  an  agent,  in  whose  interest  it  was 
itself  so  deeply  concerned.^  Muck  more  trivial  changes  than  that 
proposed  by  the  president,  have  produced  great  commercial  con- 
vulsions. Such  a measure,  as  is  urged,  would  be  regarded  by 
the  bank,  so  decidedly  hostile,  as  to  afford  it  an  excuse  to  shake 
the  fabric  of  credit,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  odium  on  the 
government,  and  producing  a persuasion,  that  in  the  extension 
of  the  charter  would  be  found  the  only  remedy  for  the  mischief. 
That  it  would  not  hesitate  to  do  so,  the  president  believes— ihat 
it  ought  not  to  have  an  excuse  for  doing  so,  the  undersigned  is 
certain. 

“It  is,  indeed,  mentioned,  in  the  letter  of  the  president,  that 
the  United  States  bank  will  not  be  able  to  effect  any  such  pur- 
pose. But  the  undersigned  is  not  satisfied,  that  an  institution 
with  so  large  a capital,  with  branches  at  so  many  important 
points,  acting  with  one  accord,  and  for  a single  end,  with  specie 
equal  to  half  its  circulation,  has  it  not  in  its  power  to  affect  the 
operations  of  local  banks,  with  specie  equal  to  about  a sixth  of 
their  circulation  only.  If  the  bank  is  really  so  harmless  ns  this 
part  of  the  president's  letter  supposes,  then  the  alarm  that  the  un- 
dersigned has  at  all  times  entertained,  at  the  existence  of  such  a 
power,  is  unfounded,  and  one  of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 
renewal  af  the  charter  is  obviated.  But  the  undersigned  is  not 
able  to  arrive  at  such  a conclusion;  he  is  convinced  that  it  is  in 
the  power  of  the  United  States  bank,  so  organized  and  so  se- 
cured, grievously  to  affect  the  local  banks  and  the  community; 
the  undersigned  thinks  that  the  trial  ought  not  to  be  made. 

“Beyond  doubt,  the  power  of  the  United  States  bank  to  con- 
trol the  local  banks,  and,  through  them,  m.asses  of  the  people, 
and  through  those  masses,  some  of  the  constituted  authorities 
of  the  country,  is  of  such  a character  and  tendency,  as  to  ex- 
cite alarm.  But  the  very  existence  of  stick  a power  teaches  ex- 
treme caution — such  an  adversary  should  gain  no  advantage  from 
an  abortive  experiment  to  limit  its  influence. 

“The  struggle  to  be  made,  is  not  to  see,  which  can  do  the 
other  the  most  harm,  the  government  or  the  bank.  The  govern- 
ment has  but  one  duty  to  execute,  to  inform  the  people  and 
their  representatives  of  the  apprehended  danger.  It  is  not  call- 
ed upon  to  maim  the  bank,  lest  the  bank  should  master  the 
country.  In  any  attempt  to  maim,  the  agents  of  the  bank  would 
be  those  likely  to  escape:  the  wound  ivould  be  felt  in  the  cottage  of 
the  farmer,  rather  than  in  the  palace  of  the  banker. 

“On  the  other  hand,  if  the  suggestion  of  the  president  Is 
sound,  that  the  United  States  bank  dare  not  operate  oppres- 
sively, because  the  slate  banks  having  government  deposites, 
might  run  upon  the  branches,  then  there  is  a check  at  all  times, 
in  the  hands  of  the  government;  and  the  bank,  during  its  legal 
existence,  will  be  careful  not  to  do  or  omit,  what  might  warrant 
a total  removal  of  the  deposites. 

“So  that  the  United  States  bank  is  represented  by  some  of  the 
local  banks  as  an  engine  so  powerful  as  to  be  an  object  of  universal 
alarm;  and,  the  next  moment,  so  utterly  feeble,  that  by  the  simple 
operation  of  a treasury  order,  the  entire  branches  may  he  broken 
up  one  after  the  other,  and  the  paper  flung  upon  them  in  masses, 
which  they  will  not  be  prepared  to  redeem!  Which  of  these  is 
the  true  picture.^  If  a treasury  order  has  such  talismanic  in- 
fluence, can  there  he  a better  pledge  for  the  safety  of  the  public 
deposites?  But,  if  it  has  no  such  power,  is  it  discreet  to  com- 
mence the  war'!  In  all  such  calculations,  as  those  referred  to, 
the  flinging  back  masses  of  bank  paper,  and  breaking  up  the 
branches,  are  items,  that  seem  to  have  caused  no  compassion 
for  the  tiltimate  sufferers.  It  appears  to  have  been  forgotten, 
that  a large  portion  of  the  good  and  pure  people  of  the  land  would 
he  ruined— nnd  why  ruined!  because  the  government  of  their 
country  had  put  the  power  fo  ruin  them  in  the  hantls  of  corpo- 
rations, intent  alone  upon  their  own  aggrandizement! — Whether 
it  is  wise  to  make  such  experiments,  the  undersigned,  with  con- 
fidence respectfully  submits.” 


annals.  The  vice  president,  w ith  llie  secretaries  of  state, 
war,  navy  am)  attorney  g;cneral,  and  we  think,  also,  the 
postmaster  general,  (wliich  takes  in  all  the  “cabinet  pro- 
per,” excej)t  tlie  secretary  of  the  treasury),  were  of  those 
who  most  decidetlly  rejected  the  “pretensions  of  Mr. 
Jackson”*  in  182i— ^hut  the  latter  sui»ported  them  out  of 
o[)j)osition  to  Mr.  Adams,  because  that  he,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Tavey,  had  deserted  the  fedtral  party;  and,  if  we 
are  not  mistaken,  there  is  not,  in  wliat  is  called  the 
“kitchen  cabinet,”  more  than  one  “original”  friend  of 
the  general!  J'he  “eleventh  liour  men”  have  gathered 
the  “spoils  of  the  victoiw”  gained.  And  of  the  eighteen 
senators  who  voted  on  the  occasion  above  stated,  we  can 
count  u|)  five  or  six,  and,  perhaps,  there  are  more,  (for 
we  do  tiot  know  the  original  opinions  of  several  of  them), 
who  stood  in  tl»e  same  hostile  position,  even  at  the  elec- 
tion of  1 82-t. 

And  again — with  the  exception  of  the  “force  hill,” 
which  depended  on  other  considerations  than  such  as  re- 
latc'd  to  the  siip|iort  of  the  executive,  (for  it  was  carried 
by  the  votes  of  the  oj)ponents  of  the  administration),  only 
one  favorite  measure  of  the  executive  (the  Indian  bill) 
has  been  sanctioned  by  congress,  and  that  by  a weak  ma- 
jority (obtained  we  shall  not  say  how),  though  in  both 
houses  there  were  large  majorities  of  loud  and  lusty  pro- 
fessing friends  of  the  president.  The  exercise,  however, 
of  tlie  hateful  atui  despotic  ]>ower  of  the  veto,  a power 
which  a king  of  Great  Britain  has  not  dared  to  exercise 
for  centuries,  Itas  placed  the  will  of  the  senate  and  house 
of  representatives  at  defiance,  with  resjiect  to  certain  of 
the  most  important  acts  ever  passerl  upon  by  these  legis- 
lative bodies;t  the  first  representing  tlie  states  and  the  se- 
cond the  people. 

Every  one  may  make  for  himself  reflections  of  the  sim- 
ple, hut  singular,  facts  pre.^ented.  Never  since  constitu- 
tional governments  began  has  the  like  happened  before— 
never  will  they  happen  again. 

With  the  result  above  staled,  will  Mr.  Taney  restore 
the  deposites,  or  retire  from  the  place  which  he  holds? 

It  is  stated  in  the  official  “Globe”  that  the  president 
will  not  receive  any  more  committees,  sent  by  the  peo- 
ple to  carry  their  petitions  to  Washington,  praying  for 
relief  from  sufferings  inflicted  by  the  acts  of  “the  go- 
vernment.” And  on  this  subject  the  “by  authority”  pa- 
per, at  Philadelphia,  the  Pennsylvanian,  observes — 

“Would  not  the  u.«es  to  which  the  bilter  enemies  of  the  pre- 
sident pervert  every  thing  which  falls  from  his  lips,  ju.otify  him 
in  closing  hi.s  doors  against  the  intrusion  of  the  vulgar  herds 
that  daily  infest  his  apartments?” 

Who  is  the  editor  of  the  “Pennsylvanian?” — a foreign- 
er or  a native?  We  must  suppose  the  former,  and  of  a 
fresh  importation,  and  hanlly  naturalized — certainly  not 
civilized.  Vulgar  herds"  of  the  people!:^ 

*Alhany  Argus. 

fAII  the  great  Pennsylvania  measures  have  gone  by  the 
board — 

1.  Internal  improvements; 

2.  The  protection  ofthe  national  industry: 

3.  The  bank  ofthe  United  States; 

4.  The  public  land  bill,  as  proposed  by  IMr.  Clay. 

All  which  had  had  the  almost  unanimous  support  of  the  poli- 
ticians, as  well  as  of  the  people  ofthe  state. 

The  1st,  3d  and  4th  were  put  down  by  the  veto  of  the  presi- 
dent— the  3d  partially  yielded  because  of  a justly  entertained 
belief  that  the  party  in  power  would  wholly  destroy  it. 

^Doctor  Franklin  in  hi.s  historical  review  of  Pennsylvania, 
holds  the  following  manly  and  spirited  language,  in  relation  to 
the  refusal  of  the  proprietaries  to  recieve  “deputies  from  the 
people  who  asked  fora  redress  of  grievances. 

king  of  England,  ns  we  can  remember  has  ever  taken 
upon  himself  such  state,  as  to  refuse  personal  applications  from 
the  meanest  of  his  subjects.  Even  sultans,  sophies  and  other 
eastern  absolute  monarchs  will,  it  is  said,  sometimes  sit  whole 
days  to  hear  the  complaints  and  petitions  of  their  very  slaves; 
and  are  the  proprietaries  of  Peniisylv.inia  become  too  great  to 
he  addressed  by  tlie  representations  ofthe  freemen  of  the  pro- 
vince? If  they  must  not  he  reasoned  with,  because  they  have 
"iven  instructions,  nor  their  deputy  because  he  has  received 
them,  our  meetings  and  deliberations  are  henceforth  useless, 
we  have  only  to  know  their  will  and  to  obey.” 

Dr.  concludes  his  review  with  the  following  advice 

to  the  proprietaries,  “that  if  they  follow  the  advice  of  Rehr>- 
boam’s  connsellor.s,  they  will,  like  him,  absolutely  lose,  at  least, 
the  affections  of  the  people.  A loss,  which,  however  they  affect 
to  despise,  will  he  found  of  more  consequence  to  them  than 
I they  seem  at  present  to  be  aware  of.” 
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We  are  not  disposed  to  find  fault— but  claim,  and  will 
enjoy,  the  right  of  uttering  the  thoughts  of  our  heart,  in 
respectful  terms,  on  all  occasions.  “Truth  is  a victor 
without  violence.” 

Is  it  true  that  the  acting'  secretary  of  state,  and  acting 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  have  not  yet  been  nominated  to 
the  senate?  Did  it  ever  happen  before,  that  a congress 
had  been  four  months  in  session,  and  two  appointments  by 
the  president,  of  officers  of  such  high  dignity,  remain  in 
office,  unapproved  by  the  senate?  We  think  not— and 
one  ot  these  important  appointments,  at  least,  would  have 
been  promptly  ratified,  by  the  coticurrent  potver,  if  it  had 
been  offered  for  approval. 

If  we  regard  the  power  of  the  president,  in  the  recess 
of  the  senate,  to  appoint  persons  to  office,  as  being  abso- 
lute— it  is  not  less  clear  to  our  mind,  that,  while  the  se- 
nate is  in  session,  such  appointments  are  only  acting,  un- 
less they  are  ratified.  Such  was  the  principle  and  prac- 
tice of  the  old  “democracy.” 

The  reduced  price  of  commodities  and  of  wages,  with 
the  discharge  of  thousands  of  persons  from  employment,* 
have  a powerful  tendency  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  the 
money  market  on  business-men — but  at  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducers, farmers  and  other  working  people,  in  great  sa- 
crifices of  private  comfort  and  of  the  public  good.  Wheat, 
at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  44  cents  per  bushel,  on  the  26th 
ultimo — at  Batavia,  Ohio,  37^  cents — flour  at  Cincinnati 
275  @ 287^;  and  the  Hudson,  (N.  Y. ) Republican  says 
that  two  ol  the  cotton  factories  at  Kinderhook  have  stop- 
ped work — that  a large  quantity  of  butter  which  had  been 
sent  to  New  York  from  Poughkepsie,  had  been  brought 
back,  because  a market  could  not  be  found  for  it — and 
that  hay  had  been  sold  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  “two 
shillings  and  six  pence,”  that  is,  31^  cents  the  100,  equal 
6^  dollars  the  ton — adding  that  a quantity  shipped  from 
Catskill  and  Athens,  (towns  on  the  Hudson  river),  had 
been  brought  back.  Bring  back  hay  one  hundred  miles? 
But  such  things  must  reduce  the  amount  of  money  want- 
ed— at  whose  cost.^ 

The  state  of  things  at  Providence  and  its  neighbor- 
hood may  be  partially  estimated  from  the  following  brief 
notices  of  a memorial  about  to  be  presented  to  congress 
from  the  mechanics  and  artizans,  a convention  of  whom 
(298  strong)  was  held  a few  days  ago: 

50,000  spindles  are  already  stopped,  and  so  have  many 
of  the  machine  shops — as  for  example,  2,475  tons  of  iron 
was  used  in  the  last  year,  but  tbe  present  rate  is  less  than 
350  tons  per  annum— 300  men  w-ere  employed  in  the  fur- 
naces—now  only  50.  At  this  time  last  year,  contracts 
for  lumber  amounting  to  $70,000  had  been  entered  into 
—now'  only  1,400  dollars.  The  master  builders  are  now 
without  contracts,  and  so  sorth. 

A profligate  idea  has  been  thrown  out  that  if  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  shall  not  agree  on  the  time 
of  adjournment,  the  president  will  dissolve  the  “refrac- 
tory” body!  If  so — this  is  the  last  congress  that  will  be 
held  under  the  present  constitution,  t 

A Canada  paper  says — “Under  the  monarchy  ot  Kngland, 
the  right  of  petition  is  held  sacred.  However  tumultuous,  or 
even  dangerous  the  crisis,  the  avenues  to  the  throne  are  kept 
open  that  the  voice  of  complaint  'may  be  heard.  In  Denmark, 
we  have  been  recently  informed  by  Mr.  Wheaton,  the  Ameri- 
can charge,  where  the  government  is  an  absolute  monarcliy, 
the  king  holds  open  court  every  Monday,  where  he  receives 
petitions  and  applications  for  redres=cs  of  grievances  from  every 
class  of  the  people,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highe.^t.  All  ap- 
proach hie  majesty  freely,  and  are  received  with  the  utmost 
courte.sy  and  attention.” 

•They  ware  often  discharged  by  hundreds  at  a lime. 

fMr.  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  in  some  late  remarks  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  said,  among  other  things: 

“It  has,  indeed, been  freely  surmised  around  thi.s  capitol,  and 
circulated  in  whispers  within  thi.s  hall,  that  congress  itself  is 
not  to  be  indulged  with  a session  unrea.sonably  long;  but,  when 
the  deliberations  of  the  house  shall  be  sufficiently  rhatured,  ac- 
cording to  the  judgment  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
then,  by  his  fiat  they  are  to  cease,  and  as  we  have  not  had  ex- 
amples sufficiently  signalized  with  arbitrary  power,  a disagree 
nieut  is  to  be  gotten  up  between  the  two  houses  of  congress,  in 
the  result  of  which  this  hou.-»e — the  immediate  representative 
body  of  the  whole  people  of  this  union — is  to  be  made  the  ser- 
vile instrument  of  ministering  to  another  exercise  of  royal pre 


The  Philadelphia  papers  say— We  understand  that  the 
Girard  bank  redeems  the  notes  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Tennessee  made  payable  at  tbe  bank  of  Maryland;  and 
that  funds  amounting  to  100,000  dollars  have  been  re- 
ceived for  that  purpose. 

We  lately  published  an  article  on  the  circulation  of 
values;  and  see  it  mentioned  that  at  the  Suftblk  [Boston] 
bank,  the  exchanges  were  eight  millions  in  tbe  last  year, 
of  country  notes  only. 

In  former  times,  ihe  fashion  of  bank-making  was,  that 
those  who  had  money  associated  that  they  might  lend  it; 
but  the  fashion  has  latterly  been  for  those  who  have  not 
money  to  make  banks,  that  they  borrorv  its  credits!  In- 
deed, in  times  not  long  past,  associations  of  knaves  were 
made,  who,  among  them  all,  had  not  money  enough  to 
pay  For  the  paper  and  the  plates  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
itig  it,  until  they  had  in  circulation  a sufficiency  of  their 
own  manufactured  rags!  As  the  beginning  of  such 
banks  was  rags,  so  will  the  end  be.  Are  we  not  to  have 
another  huge  crop  of  “rag  barons?”  Well — if  so,  we 
are  ready  to  fight  them  again ! 

In  1826,  Martin  Van  Buren,  W.  L.  Marcy,  B.  F.  But- 
ler, C.  E.  Dudley,  N.  Sanford  and  others,  the  chiefs  of 
what  was  called  tbe  “regency,”  very  earnestly  petitioned 
tbe  bank  of  the  United  States  to  establish  a branch  at  Al- 
bany; and,  among  other  inducements,  said  that  the  local 
situation  of  that  city  “would,  in  a great  measure  render 
the  bills  of  a branch  established  there  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  extensive  regions  whose  produce  would 
be  brought  to  that  market!”  If  the  bank  is  an  “uncon- 
stitutional monster,”  these  gentlemen,  surely  “commit- 
ted” themselves  wofully. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  of  Ohio  to  the  editor  of  this 
paper,  after  speaking  of  the  general  distress,  says — “I 
will  state  to  you  a single  fact  with  regard  to  myself  (and 
I am  only  one  of  thousands  in  the  same  situation) — ^I  am, 
and  have  been  for  several  years,  doing  a considerable 
business,  and  have  now  on  hand  5,000  dollars  worth  of 
wheat,  at  its  average  cost  to  me  of  57  cents  a bushel — but 
the  best  offer  that  I can  get  for  it  is  40  cents.  The  spring 
season  has  an'ived,  and  my  means  to  continue  business 
are  vested  in  wheat.  Now  I must  submit  to  a loss  of  850 
dollars  on  my  wheat,  for  which  I have  paid  out  my  mo- 
ney for  no  other  reason  than  to  gratify  the of 

persons  in  power;  for  no  man  of  common  sense  can  de- 
ny that  this  state  of  things  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
attacks  of  the  government  on  the  currency.  But  for  this, 
my  business  this  season  would  have  been  as  prosperous 
as  ever.” 

Letters  from  Mr,  Black,  a senator,  and  from  Air.  Cage, 
a member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  both  from  Mississippi,  are  published  in  the  Nat- 
chez papers,  and  shew  the  determination  of  both  to  op- 
pose the  administration  in  its  projects  concerning  the 
bank  and  the  currency,  bcc,  but  neither  of  the  gentlemen 
hold  out  a hope  that  relief  may  he  expected  from  con- 
gress. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Pittsburgh  papers,  that  reports 
prevailed  in  Baltimore  prejudicial  to  the  credit  of  the 
Merchants  & Manufacturers  bank.  We  had  not,  before 
seeing  the  Pittsburgh  papers,  heard  of  any  such  reports. 
The  credit  of  the  hank  stands  fair  in  this  city. 


rotative.  I am  not  disposed  to  give  credit  to  idle  rumors,  of 
which,  there  are,  no  doubt,  now,  as  at  all  limes,  many  in  cir- 
culation without  this  house,  and  somelimes  within  il;  but,  from 
what  I have  seen  and  heard  this  morning,  I cannot  but  cast, 
within  myself,  ominous  conjectures  upon  the  humiliating  uses, 
of  which  this  house  is  to  be  made  the  submissive  instrument.” 
Mr.  Wilde,  said — “In  the  opinion  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Ashley),  that  we  ouglit  to  proceed  to  the 
appropriation  hills,  he  could  not  concur.  The  moment  these 
bills  were  passed,  congress  was  no  longer  necessary  to  the  “go- 
vernment,” and  there  was  a measure — which  mielU  be  resorted 
to — which  had  been  mooted — and  which  would  effectually  pre- 
clude all  further  discussion,  as  the  favorite  remedy  of  the  ma- 
jority for  that  great  evil,  freedom  o f debate.  He  need  nol  be 
more  explicit.  Every  one  understood  him.” 
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We  liave  asto7iishing  accounts  of  the  product  of  certain 
of  the  gold  mines  in  Virginia!  Some  of  the  rock  ore  ot 
Mr.  Boocker’s  mine  is  said  to  be  worth  from  250  to  300 
dollars  a bushel;  other  parcels  weighing  100  lbs.  worth 
1,000  dollars!  The  mining  business  is  also  said  to  be 
good  in  North  Carolina,  as  a I'egular  employment. 

The  extra  allowances  made  by  the  postmaster  general 
to  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail,  though  often  slight- 
ly spoken  of,  have  not  yet  excited  much  attention — the 
public  mind  being  filled  with  other  and  more  immedi- 
ately important  matters.  The  committee  of  the  senate, 
however,  will  soon  present  as  full  a view  of  the  affairs  of 
the  department  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

The  “Telegraph”  of  the  28th  ult.  gives  a list  of  ten  or 
eleven  different  contractors  in  Vivgmia,  v,ho  have  receiv- 
ed about  $60,000  for  extra  allowances,  on  contracts 
which  amounted  to  only  about  $90,000!  One  of  these, 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  eJi/or  ©y* a paper  published  in  Culpepper, 
has  three  contracts,  for  a coinpliaiice  with  which  he  was 
to  have  received  8,100  dollars — but  the  extra  allowances 
made  him  are  presented  in  the  sum  of  9,550  dollars,  or 
nearly  XQ.0  per  cent,  for  extra  services! 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of  congress,  that  Mr. 
£tair,  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  South  Caro- 
lina, is  dead.  He  shot  himself,  in  a fit  of  insanity.  He 
■was  one  of  the  stoutest  men  that  we  ever  saw. 

A young  Baltimore  mechanic  named  James  JS'Iills,  made 
a beautiful  ascent  from  Federal  Hill  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing last.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  a more  splendid  one 
than  either  of  Mr.  Durant's — but  we  are  rather  “used” 
to  sucli  things.  The  balloon,  and  all  the  prej)arations 
for  the  voyage,  were  made  by  Mr.  Mills  himself.  He 
ascended  a little  before  5 o’clock,  and  landed  at  the  Bod- 
kin— 16  miles,  in  "0  minutes  after  his  balloon  was  let-go, 
without  accident  or  injury. 

Canada  remains  In  a very  agilaletl  state — the  represen-  i 
tatives  of  tlie  people  resisting  and  protesting  ag.ainst  the 
acts  of  the  governor-general,  against  whom  they  were 
also  preparing  articles  of  impeachment. 

Two  Austrian  frigates  have  arrived  at  New  York  with 
245  Polish  exiles.  They  have  come  to  us  in  evil  times. 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  our  own  people  are 
hard  put  to  it  to  get  a living,  and  make  heavy  claims  on 
those  yet  able  to  do  deeds  of  charity.  Tlie  Poles  at 
Harwich,  in  England,and  Havre,  in  France,  and  also  212 
who  lately  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  Eng.  on  their  way  to 
the  United  States,  have  obtained  liberty  of  the  French 
government  to  settle  in  Algiers.  There  is  a great  field 
for  honest  labor  in  that  country — as  well  as  military  em- 
ployment, if  preferred. 

At  a great  riot  among  the  Irishmen  employed  on  the 
canal  making  near  New  Oi  leans,  they  had  the  presump- 
tfon  to  resort  to  force,  and  to  fire  upon  the  city-guard 
sent  out  to  restore  them  to  order!  They  were  quickly 
fired  upon  in  return,  and  some  of  them  wounded — and 
23  leading  ruffians  were  made  prisoners.  They  had 
committed  very  great  excesses.  Such  poor  men,  made 
mad  by  oppression  at  home — too  often  have  to  be  brought 
to  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  law  in  America,  It 
is  a misfortune  that  they  are  em[)loyed  in  masses.  Se- 
parated, they  soon  learn  to  reason — if  disposed  to  listen 
to  its  dictates.  The  time  ivas  w hen  every  good  AmericaJi 
considered  himself  as  a special  constable  to  pre- 
serve the  public  peace.  Wc  hope  tliat  that  lime  will  re- 
turn to  us! 

THE  BANKS— THE  CURRENCY  AND  THE  TIMES. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  the  present  times  is  the  publication 
of  a letter  signed  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  in  wliich  be  denies  a 
statement  made  concerning  himself  by  William  J.  Doane! 

Meeting.s  of  the  people,  because  of  the  embarrafssments  of 
their  business  and  on  account  of  the  general  ruin  which  seems 
to  impend,  are  yet  liolding,  in  undiminished  numbers,  and  in 
many  cases  attended  by  persons  who  were  among  the  most  ar- 
dent supporters  of  the  present  administration.  They  assemble 
in  multitudes.  More  than  three  thousand  attended  a meeting  at 
Newark,  N.  J.  and  great  movements  have  lately  been  made  in 
tbe  rich  and  populous  western  counties  of  New  York.  The 


trutli  is  every  where  becoming  manifest,  that  it  is  the  war  of 
poliliciuns  against  the  bank  of  tlie  United  Slates,  which  has 
caused  the  oppression  under  which  the  people  “groan.”* 

Petitions  have  been  presented  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  for  the  interference  of  the  state  to  prevent  gen. 
Jackson  from  assuming  despotic  power! 

Tlic  best  flour  was  recently  sold  at  .Maysville,  Ky.  at  21  dol- 
lars per  barrel.  Great  consiernution  among  the  business  men 
of  the  west  prevails,  on  account  of  the  embarraatmeiits  and  te- 
poited  bankruptcies  at  New  Orleans. 


.A  committee  of  the  common  council  of  Philadelphia,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  etfecl  of  removing  the  deposites  on 
the  interest  of  the  cay,  shew  .i  loss  of  the  large  sum  ol  312,304 
dollars — the  cost  of  various  bank  and  canal  stocks  in  charge  of 
the  city  for  dift'erenl  public  purposes,  being  compared  with  the 
present  prices  of  them.  'J'liey  also  speak  of  the  depreciated  va- 
lue of  the  real  estate  left  them  by  Stephen  Girard.  They  advise 
that  the  city  councils  shall  petition  congiess,  praying  for  a res- 
toration of  the  deposites,  &c. 

We  hear  of  many  more  manufactories  that  have  stopped 
work — III  others  a part  of  the  working  peofile  arc  discharged, 
and  those  who  reiiiain  have  submilled  to  reduced  wages,  which 
are  paid  rather  in  a good  feeling  on  the  pan  of  the  employers, 
than  ill  a hope  of  profit. 

The  rates  of  exchange  are  rising.  “Virginia  money”  is  at  4 
and  5 per  cent,  in  Baltimore,  snniliurii  and  south  western  8 to 
10.  NewYoik  (oouiiiry  notes)  6 to  8 per  cent.  Ohio  (good 
banks)  10  jier  cent.  I’ennsylvania  (interior)  from  2 to  .5.  New 
England  2^  to  3.  District  of  Colnmbi.i  1 to  2— unsteady. 

These  rates  of  shaihnt'  are  extensively  paid,  for  the  people 
must  have  “Baltimore  money”  to  pay  their  notes,  unless  ofllie 
hank  of  the  United  States,  which  is  “eurn  nt,”  though  issued 
at  Portland,  in  the  noiili,  St.  I.oui-,  in  the  west,  or  New  Or- 
leans ill  the  south. 


Ill  an  interviow  of  one  of  tlie  coiiimittees,  the  president, on  the 
aullioiily  of  “Henry  Horn,”  of  Pliiladi  Iphia,  who,  as  he  soi.l, 
“eould  not  lie,”  di  elared  that  John  A.  Brown,  e^q  oftheriiy 
just  named,  had  been  “bought  up  by  tlie  U.  S.  bank,  with  a 
million  of  dollars.”  But  the  matter  charged  being  totally  false, 
and  vviilioui  a shadow  of  foundation,  has  given  rise  to  a sharp 
eorrespondence  which  will,  probably,  be  soon  laid  before  ths 
public.  Somebody  has  “lied.” 


The  following  an*  .among  the  names  signed  to  a petition  pre- 
sen led  by  .Mr.  Cambreleng,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  de- 
|)0.'iies: 

Billy  Cahill,  Nick  Corahoar, 

Tom  Nules,  Peter  Goircrow, 

Jim  Crow,  jr.  Hull  Burk,  jr. 

Teddy  O’Rooke,  Pori  Levi, 

Dufl  Green  not  di  d,  Bryon  the  Brave,  king  of  Leinster, 
Col.  Pluck,  James  Twaedle, 

Black  Hawk,  Jim  Cunnon, 

Hurrah  for  Jackson,  'J'iiii  Floonily, 

Peter  Poeuck,  Hugh  Toughy, 

Peter  Parley,  Peter  Scrap. 


A Harrisburg  paper  says — “The  state  loan,  of  a litihr  more 
than  ‘§•729,000,  was  taken  on  Tuesday,  by  Mr.  Moss,  of  Phila- 
delphia, acting  as  agent  of  Hie  Aof/rscAi/ds,  of  London.  The  pre- 
mium given,  is  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  or  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  for  a thousand  dollars.  The  premium  promised  by 
Dr.  Burden  on  the  same  loan,  was  iliirieen  and  fifty-one 
hundredths  per  cent.  The  premium  now  received,  is  about 
^1,823;  making  a loss  to  the  stale  of  more  than  thirteen  and  a 
quarter  per  cent,  or  a portion  more  than  .§96,564.  It  is  said  that 
the  Messrs.  Allens,  ivho  purchased  the  loan  of  Dr.  Burden, 
will  p-ay  the  difference  to  the  slate.  Whether  they  are  obliged 
to  do  it  we  do  not  know.” 

It  is  added,  that  the  same  parly  has  offered  to  take  the  two 
million  loan  which  is  required  at  one  mill  above  par— that  is, 
one  dollar  premium  on  1,000,  or  2,000  dollars  in  two  millions! 
The  same,  at  this  time  last  year,  would  have  been  gladly  taken 
at  130  dollars  on  the  1,000,  or  260,000  dollars  premium  on  the 
two  millions.  So  w’orks  the  “expetimeiil” — for  which  the 
politicians  of  Pennsylvania  have  changed  one  of  the  late  most 
cherished  principles  of  the  people  of  the  slate,  and  thrown  up 
their  hats.  The  difference  is  nearly  350,000  dollars  against  the 
people  of  the  slate  in  one  year.  And  yet,  on  the  21sl  ult.  the 
following  resoluiioiis  passed  Hie  senate  of  ilie  state: 

“1.  Resolved,  That  he  present  bank  of  the  United  Stales 
ought  not  to  he  rerhattered  by  congress. 

“2.  Resolved,  That  the  government  deposites  which  have  been 
withdraw  n from  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  ougAf  not  to  be 
restored." 

The  first  of  the.^e  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  19  to  13— the 
second  by  a vote  of  18  to  14.  A resolution  offered  as  a substi- 
tute, to  the  effect  that  a bank  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be 
established  during  the  present  session  of  congress,  was  lost  11 
voting  for,  and  21  against  it.  Two  other  resolutions  for  the  re- 


*Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Geo.  lately  said  in  the  senate,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  committees  who  had  visited  Washington— “Certain 
gentlemen  who  come  here  complaining  of  the  public  distress 
may  well  be  compared  with  a Methodist  preacher  exhorting  his 
congregation  groan!  sinners!  groan!" 
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charier  of  tlie  bank  and  ngaiiift  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
were  rejected— ayes  10,  nays  52-i.  Another  for  making  llie  bank 
the  deposiioiy  ol  the  public  funds,  was  negatived  by  20  voles  to 
12. 

The  project  of  establishing  a ten  million  bank  has,  however, 
been  promptly  put  down  in  the  house  of  re{)*esentatives  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  “pressure”  is  only  ju.n  beginning  to  be  felt,  as  it  were, 
in  the  south-west;  and  many  doleful  letters  are  published  from 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  A considerable  amount  in  draughts 
of  the  Planters  bank  of  Natchez,  on  one  of  ilie  banks  of  New 
York,  have  been  dishonored  and  returned— the  solvency  of  the 
drawer  was  not  then  doubted,  but  an  instant  regard  to  means 
forbade  accommodations.  “Save  himself  who  can,”  is  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  banks  most  commonly  act,  and  now  must 
act. 

With  respect  to  the  petitions  presented  to  congress,  Mr.  For- 
syth lately  said  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States!  “Our  tables 
are  loaded  with  miserable  •pelilions,  got  up  by  miserable  means 
and/or  miserable  objects,  and  organized  in  pot  houses.” 

A large  part  of  our  trade  with  China  has  been  carried  on  by 
bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  drawn  on  London,  which 
were  belter  than  dollars,  even  at  Canton,  without  considering 
the  risk  and  trouble  and  cost  of  their  exportation;  and  with  this 
advantage  also,  that  if  the  ship,  with  all  on  board  of  her,  goes 
to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  or  is  captured  by  pirates,  &c.  the 
amount  of  such  bills  are  still  safe  for  the  rightful  owners.  Such 
was  the  credit  of  an  institution  which  has  been  denounced  as 
an  unsafe  depository  ol  the  public  money! 

The  effect  of  the  “experiment”  on  real  property  may  be  ap- 
preciated from  the  Ibllowing— It  is  mentioned  in  the  Lancaster 
(Pa.)  Examiner,  that  a two  story  brick  dwelling  house  in  that 
city,  within  a few  doors  of  the  court  house,  was  oftered  at  pub- 
lic sale  a short  lime  since,  and  not  a simple  hid  obtained!  A year 
ago  it  would  have  sold  readily  for  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 
The  like  has  probably  not  occurred  befote  since  Lancaster  was 
£lowai. 

It  is  slated  that  the  work  on  the  fortification,  at  New’port, 
Bhode  Island,  has  been  suspended,  and  a great  numbcrofcwork- 
luen  turned  adrift.  While  the  work  went  on,  there  was  a month- 
ly disbursement  of  about  ^12,000,  a great  part  of  which  went 
into  immediate  circulation  in  the  town. 

From  what  we  see  in  the  various  papers  received  by  us,  it 
would  appear  that  lens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  draughts, 
drawn  by  certain  of  the  local  banks  or  others,  have  been  pro- 
tested, within  the  period  of  the  past  month.  VVe  frequently  see 
the  notice  of  fresh  incidents  of  this  kind.  The  state  banks 
cannot  carry  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country.  The  “experi- 
ment” has  already  most  miserably  and  oppressively  failed. 

From  seven  to  eight  thousand  spindles  have  been  sto|)ped  on 
Fall  River. 

The  economical  and,  heretofore,  thrifty  state  of  Vermont  is  in 
a high  degree  of  excitement,  on  account  of  the  general  distress 
produced  by  the  measures  of  “the  government.”  The  late  three 
parlies  in  that  stale  are  rapidly  uniting  into  one,  in  a sense  of 
common  danger. 

The  official  “Globe,”  lately  speaking  of  Mr.  Duane,  as  secre- 
tary Of  the  treasury,  and  wiih  relation  to  the  public  deposites, 
called  him  a “REFRACTORY  SUBORDINATE,”  for  not  do- 
ing, at  the  command  of  the  president,  that  over  which  the  law 
^ave  him  the  sole  discretion!  This  is  tlie  ne  plus  ultra  of  impu- 
dence— a submission  to  power  that  a Russian  boor  might  blush 
at. 

It  is  supposed -Uiat  .35,000  bales  of  cotton  less  than  in  the  last 
year,  will  be  consumed  in  New  England,  in  the  present. 

The  petition  from  the  3d  congressional  district  of  Pennsylva- 
nia for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  contained  4,672 
names,  and  was  240  feet  9 inches  long. 

One  to  two  per  cent,  premium  is  paid  in  Ohio,  in  exchanges 
of  coin  for  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  four 
per  cent,  in  north  Alabama! 

BANKS  AND  THE  CURRENCY — MISCELLANEOUS. 

[ Deferred  items.] 

A.late  number  of  the  Providence  Journal  contained  ninety- 
nine  applications,  to  the  court  of  the  county  for  the  benefit  of  the 
insolvent  laws. 

Itrthe  present  emergency,  many  of  the  wholesale  dealers  of 
Boston  have  entered  into  an  agreement,  not  to  sue  for,  or  take 
security  of  their  debtors,  except  in  cases  of  clear  necessity,  and 
then  only  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  parties  so  associated. 

The  “Boston  Courier”  with  reference  to  a letter  published  in 
the  “Globe”  as  if  written  at  Boston,  which  says  the  “money 
pressure  is  very  much  exaggerated,”  observes — “No  account 
lean  exaggerate  it.  The  types  are  not  yet  cast,  that  can  repre- 
Benl  things  worse  than  they  really  are.” 

Many  and  heavy  failures  are  taking  place.  We  have  no  heart 
to  give  detailed  accounts  of  them.  There  is  another  “sign  of 
the  times.”  It  seems  that  the  individual  frauds  of  1819-20, 
are  about  to  be  revived  by  persons  in  whom  much  confidence 
has  beep  reposed. 


Seventy  protests  were  recorded  in  one  bank  of  New  York, 
on  the  3d  uliiiHO. 

The  importation  of  foreign  goods  will,  probably,  be  very  small, 
this  spring — many  orders  have  been  countermanded,  and  some 
large  lots  actually  sent  back,  rather  than  pay  or  secure  the  du- 
ties upon  them,  in  the  “prospect  before  us;”  and  yet  all  sorts 
of  goods  are  very  low,  because  of  the  appreciated  value,  and 
prevailing  scarcity  of  money.  Bills  on  England  are  H P^r  cent, 
“below  par,”.as  it  is  called— that  is  438  cents  for  the  £ sterling, 
the  legal  par  being  480,  and  the  average  real  par,  for  many  years 
past,  about  488. 

In  corroboration  ofilieabove,a  letter  from  Manchester, Eng. 
recently  published  in  a New  York  paper,  inforihs,  that  “an  im- 
mense number  of  countermand  orders”  have  just  been  received 
there.  These  orders  forbid  the  shipping  of  another  piece  of 
goods  and  direct  the  sale  of  those  that  are  ready  for  shipment. 
And  adds  that,  as  money  is  plenty  in  Englatid  at  3 per  cent,  the 
writer  hopes  that  it  may  be  employed  through  private  bankers 
ill  the  United  States.  This  would  be  a thriving  business  just 
now.  Several  millions  sterling  might  be  loaned  out  on  the  best 
possible  security  at  12  per  cent,  per  annum,  or  more. 

Ten  new  banking  institutions  with  an  aggregate  capital  of 
!ft4,4()0,000,  were  incorporated  at  the  late  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Ohio.  The  bank  of  KcnUicky,  ]{\$l  incorporated,  is  to 
have  a capital  of  five  millions.  Indiana  has  also  established  a 
state  bank.  Very  strict  conditions  appear  to  be  provided  for 
the  good  and  safe  management  of  these  institutions.  A friend 
has  transinilted  to  us  a very  interesting  view  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  latter,  which  we  shall  yet  endeavor  to  make  a place 
for,  at  a future  day.  A ten  million  bank  is  asked  to  be  in- 
corporated in  New  York — half  of  the  stock  to  be  held  by  the 
state.  The  project  is  said  to  embrace  a borrowing  of  money 
from  foreigners.  Ought  not  such  a bank  to  “break.”’  But  if 
all  persons  who  trade  on  borrowed  capital  should  break,  how 
many  dealers  would  stand  firm.’  The  members  of  the  first  con- 
gress and  president  Washington,  were  the  fathers  of  the  credit 
system  in  the  United  Stales,  by  allowing  time  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  goods  imported,  and  the  avowed  object  was  to  furnish 
a borrowed  capital  to  favor  the  merchants  and  dealers.  And 
even  yet,  though  the  period  of  the  credits  on  duties  has  been 
considerably  reduced,  the  United  States  is  a great  lender  of  ca- 
pital— for  the  duties  pass  into  the  value  of  the  goods  when  sold 
by  the  merchant,  in  the  same  manner  as  his  own  original  invest- 
ment of  money  in  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  safety  fund  banks  are  rapidly  reducing  their 
discounts. 

At  Boston  the  tariff  of  bank  notes  was  as  follows  oh  the  10th 
ult.  Bills  of  the  banks  of  New  England  (generally)  par— of 
New  York  city  1 per  cent,  discount,  others  of  New  York  3a5; 
New  Jersey  5al0;  city  of  Philadelphia  2;  of  Baltimore  2;  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  4.  The  eastern  bankers  deserve  great  cre- 
dit for  keeping  their  own  notes  at  par  all  over  New  England. 
It  is  not  so  in  any  other  district  of  country  in  which  there  are 
many  banks,  though  “specie  paying.” 

A very  large  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  and  merchants  of 
New  Orleans  was  held  at  the  Planters’  hotel,  in  that  city,  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th  ult.  S.  W,  Okey,  esq.  presided.  The  reso- 
lutions, which  wcie  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  state  that 
the  “people  of  New  Orleans,  from  a slate  of  high  prosperity,  are 
reduced  to  one  of  misery  and  distress,  by  the  pressure  on  the 
money  market,  which  has  depressed  the  value  of  produce  and 
of  real  properly,  and  increased  the  rate  of  interest  to  18  and  24 
per  cent,  per  annum,  which  is  grinding  every  portion  of  the 
community,  and,  unless  relief  is  soon  afforded,  must  be  produc- 
tive of  the  heaviest  calamities” — and  attribute  this  condition  of 
things  to  the  unfortunate  collision  between  the  government  and 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  more  particularly  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposites.  The  New  Orleans  Bulletin 
states  that  the  assemblage  was  overflowing,  and  without  dis- 
tinction of  party. 

And  a late  letter  says  that  some  loans  had  been  negotiated  at 
five  per  cent,  a month!  And  adds — it  is  reported  that  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  in  this  city,  on  or  before  the  3d  day  of  April 
next,  will  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  one  million 
of  dollars  are  due  on  real  estate  in  the  city  or  suburbs. 

A letter  from  Pottsville,  Pa.  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
papers,  dated  March  10,  says — “I  have  been  in  business  for 
many  years,  but  I never  saw  such  times.  There  is  no  business 
doing  here.  About  two  thousand  men  are  looking  for  work, 
and  every  thing  is  at  a stand.  A great  many  men  with  their 
families  have  logo  to  the  house  of  employment  to  keep  from 
starving.  Hands  can  be  got  for  their  boarding.” 

The  bank  committee  in  the  senate  of  Massachii.setts  have  re- 
ported that,  ill  their  opinion,  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  any  new 
bank  charters  during  the  jiresent  session. 

It  is  stated  that  “one  bank  in  N.  York  is  in  possession  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  houses  that  have  suspended  payment  since 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 

The  Philadelphia  “Commercial  Intelligencer”  observes— “we 
have  never  been  the  apologist  or  champion  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  but  own  that  we  are  struck  with  surprise  at  the 
blindness  of  those  who  prefer  one  hundred  United  States  banks, 
equally  corrupt,  and,  as  organized,  far  more  powerful.  Such 
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an  engiHo  will  be  enabled  to  rule  llio  country  witli  u rod  of  iron; 
and  it  will  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  will  not  leave  it  unem- 
ployed.” 

The  cotton  planting  states  are  beginning  to  feel  the  pressure, 
and  are  holding  many  meetings,  and  petitioning  for  relief;  say 
in  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  some  in  North  Caroli- 
na and  Georgia. 

The  N.  Y.  “Journal  of  Commerce”  has  the  following  para- 
graph—We  understand  that  specie  has  been  imported  from 
France,  which  cost  in  Paris  five  francs  and  a quarter  per  silver 
dollar,  and  has  been  paid  for  in  bills  of  exchange  purchased 
here,  at  a fraction  less  than  five  francs  and  three  quarters  for 
a dollar.  This  calculation  exhibits  the  actual  rate  of  exchange 
as  nine  per  cent,  in  favor  of  this  country.  A favor  however 
which  costs  us  rather  too  dear.  At  this  rate  a bill  of  exchange 
on  Paris  which  costs  one  hundred  dollars  in  New  York,  will 
purchase  one  hundred  and  nine  just  such  dollars  in  Paris.  Af- 
ter deducting  all  expenses  of  freight,  interest,  insurance.  See. 
there  is  good  room  for  profit  on  the  importation,  in  France  at 
this  time,  money  is  cheap  and  every  thing  else  dear.  Here, 
the  opposite  is  the  case;  money  is  near  and  almost  every  thing 
else  cheap;  especially  all  manufactured  articles,  whether  of  our 
own  or  other  countries.  But  few  articles  in  all  the  range  of 
fabrics  of  wool,  cotton  or  silk  can  either  be  made  or  imported 
at  this  time,  and  sold  by  auction,  without  a loss  of  ten  to  twen- 
ty-five per  cent. 

It  seems  to  have  been  agreed,  that  the  “pressure”  was  much 
less  heavy  on  Baltimore  than  on  her  sister  cities — but  a great 
deal  of  “unquestionable”  paper  was  exchanged,  on  Saturday 
the  22d  ult.  in  this  city,  for  “money,”  at  the  rate  of  SIXTY 
per  cent,  per  annum;  and  the  demand  was  far  from  being  satis- 
fied at  that  precipitous  usance.  Fires  acquirit  eundol 

Doctor  Franklin,  in  his  will,  providing  a fund  for  loans  to  in- 
dustrious young  men,  remarks: 

“Having  myself  been  bred  to  a manual  art,  printing,  in  my 
native  town,  and  afterwards  assisted  to  set  up  my  business  in  Phi- 
ladelphia by  kind  loans  of  money  from  two  friends  there,  which 
was  the  foundation  of  my  fortune  and  of  all  the  utility  in  life  that 
may  be  ascribed  to  me,  1 wish  to  be  useful,  even  after  my  death, 
if  possible,  in  forming  and  advancing  other  young  men,  &c. 

[Franklin  was  a fool!  The  moment  a man  borrows  money 
that  he  may  make  money,  he  “ought  to  break.”  It  is  the  “un- 
pardonable (political)  sin”  to  doubt  this— and  the  proof  is,  that 
no  small  number  of  the  honorable  ones  who  “glory”  in  this 
principle,  have  acted  upon  it,  and  “punished”  those  who  be- 
friended and  confided  in  them!] 

Hundreds  of  manufacturing  establishments  have  much  rcdiic 
ed,  or  altogether  stopped  their  operations.  There  would  be  a 
great  rise  in  the  price  of  goods  in  consequence  of  such  proceed 
ings,  if  the  people  had  the  usual  supply  of  money  to  pay  for 
them. 

There  have  latterly  been  many  arrivals  of  specie  in  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  more  may  be  expected,  so  long  as  bills  on  Lon- 
don are  nine  or  ten  per  cent,  below  par,  and  millions  may  be 
safely  invested  in  the  United  States  at  from  one  to  two  per  cent, 
per  month,  or  12  a 24  per  cent,  a year!  In  this  condition  of  the 
country,  specie  will  not  be  exported — nor  will  itdo  us  much 
good.  Of  what  consideration  is  ten  millions  in  specie,  compared 
with  the  wreck  ofconfidence  atid  embarrassments  of  the  banks? 
The  chief  part  of  the  arrivals  of  specie  has  been  at  New  Orleans 
—but  the  want  of  money  is  severely  felt  in  that  city  and  its  vi- 
cinity.* And  even  treasury  draughts  on  New  Orleans  have 
been  sold  at  2 per  cent,  discount  at  Louisville  and  other  places 
on  the  Ohio;  and  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are 
worth  from  3 to  4 per  cent,  advance  at  sundry  places  on  the 
western  waters.  One  could  hardly  believe  in  this  deranged 
■tate  of  the  currency,  unless  in  the  certainty  of  its  existence. 

If  all  who  do  business  on  a “borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,” 
the  canals  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  should  be  filled  up, 
as  having  been  dishonestly  made— on  borrowed  capital,  and  not 
yet  returned.  Let  the  wrong  be  quieted!  Nay,  the  United 
States  ought  to  surrender  up  their  sovereignty  to  his  “most  gra- 
cious majesty,  William  IV” — for  that  sovereignty  was  won  by 
the  aid  of  borrowed  capital.  ^‘Perish  credit!” 

The  state  of  Maryland  five  per  cent,  loan  of  $500,000,  being 
the  stale’s  proportion  of  the  capital  required  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Washington  rail  road,  has  been  taken,  at  par,  by  the 
bouse  of  Alexander  Brown  4'  sons,  of  Baltimore;  and  will,  most 
probably,  fall  into  the  possession  o f_/breigners,  unless  prevented 
by  the  want  of  confidence  in  American  slocks.  Ought  Mary- 
land to  break,  for  thus  borrowing  money? 

A gentleman  residing  near  Carbondale,  Pa.  in  a letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Rboister  dated  March  5,  communicates  the  fol- 
lowing: 

About  six  years  ago,  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  com- 
pany commenced  operations  in  this  valley — at  that  lime  there 
only  8tor)d  a solitary  log  house  where  now  stands  Carbondale, 
which,  last  summer,  had  a population  of  3,000  souls;  and  all 
things  were  lively,  and  continually  pressing  onward.  To  the 


*The  “Globe”  of  the  10th  has  a paragraph  which  says  that 
the  deposite  banks  at  New  Orleans,  “in  connexion  with  the 
branch  of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,”  have  increased  their 
loans  in  the  sum  of  3,189,666  dollars!  Why  is  money  “scarce?” 


enlarged  and  enlargitig  business  of  the  coal  company,  was  add- 
ed a great  business  doing  in  lumber,  &.c.  Now  the  prospect 
a-head  is  oppressive  in  the  extreme,  and  hundreds  of  laborers, 
miners  and  mechanics  are  wandering  about,  totally  idle,  ana 
many  of  them  pennyless.  The  merchants  cannot  collect  their 
debts,  for  the  reward  of  labor  is  no  longer  to  be  found.  Would 
that  those  who  have  caused  this  changed  aspect  of  things,  (says 
the  letter)  were  present  to  witness  the  efl'ecl  of  their  lueddlinga 
with  the  currency  of  the  country. 

The  various  trades  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  pub- 
lication of  books  are  sufi'ering  very  severely.  This  has  been  a 
great  business  in  the  United  Slates;  and  beginning  with  the  rag- 
gatherer  and  ending  with  the  bookseller,  prribably  employing  not 
less  than  40,000  persons — chiefly  adult  males — and,  peihaps, 
subsisting  60,000  free  people. 

We  recently  made  two  walks  through  Baltimore,  and  in  each 
proceeded  beyond  the  closely- built  parts  of  the  city — the  dis- 
tances, going  and  returning,  (by  difl'erenl  routes),  being  about 
five  miles,  in  the  whole  of  which  we  observed  the  building  com- 
menced of  only  one  good  house  this  season,  and  the  cellars  pre- 
paring for  four  small  ones.  One  walk  was  to  the  east,  the  other 
west.  It  is  well  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  work  yet  to  do  be- 
fore the  houses  commenced  in  the  last  season  will  be  finished. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  has  reported,  in  consequence  of 
the  call  made  upon  him  in  Mr.  Poindexter’s  resolutions  con- 
cerning the  transfer  of  certain  deposiles  Irom  the  Planters’  bank 
of  Mississippi.  It  appears  that  nearly  a million  of  dollars  had 
accumulated  in  that  bank,  and  that  the  secretary  thought  it  best 
to  transfer  250,000,  each,  to  the  Commercial  bank  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  at  Nashville,  to  he  dis- 
bursed for  the  removal  of  the  Indians  and  other  expenses  in  the 
west. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  of  January  29th,  speaking  of 
the  commercial  distress  in  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
president’s  hostility  to  the  bank,  observes,  “while  the  question 
remains  under  agitation  the  most  serious  injury  is  inflicted  on 
trade.  Correspondents  ol  mercantile  houses  here  intreat  them 
not  to  itrake  any  shipments  whatever,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
foresee  to  what  extent  the  failures  would  be  carried,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  give  the  usual  credit  to  those  parties  who 
stood  high  in  public  estimation.” 

The  Manchester  (Eng.)  Chronicle,  in  allu.sion  to  the  laborers 
employed  upon  our  canals,  rail  roads,  &c.  observes,  “thus  many 
of  the  gigantic  undertakings,  which  gave  employment  to  im- 
mense numbers  of  laborers,  have  been  suspended.  As  no  cer- 
tain calculation  can  be  formed  of  the  possible  extent  to  which 
matters  will  be  carried  in  the  United  Slates,  the  export  trade 
has  almost  ceased,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  natural  anxi- 
ety of  the  American  merchants  to  turn  their  goods  into  money 
has  occasioned  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  their 
consignments  to  England.” 

[We  hope  that  the  spread  of  this  news  by  the  Manchester 
Chronicle,  may  have  effect  to  prevcni  the  emigration  or  expor- 
tation of  paupers  to  the  United  Slates.  We  may  have  quite 
enough  to  do  to  find  employment  and  lood  for  our  own  working 
peofile.] 

Mr.  Beardsley,  one  of  the  representatives  in  congress  from 
New  York,  recently  said  in  hi.^  place — “Sooner  than  extend  the 
existence  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  let  it  perish,  and  in 
its  fall  carry  down  et'cri/ fcanA'  in  the  union.  I say  for  one,  pe- 
rish  credit,  perish  commerce,  perish  the  state  histitutions.  Gice 
us  a broken,  decayed,  worthless  currency,  rather  than  the  ignoble 
and  corrupt  tyranny  of  an  irresponsible  corporation.” 

It  is  slated  that  one  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  Pensylvania,  had  openly  said — “I  would  sooner  see 
every  constituent  1 have  reduced  to  be.  worth  but  24  hours  pro- 
visions, than  to  see  the  United  Stales’  bank  rechartered.” 

And  that  a person  holding  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  United  States,  at  Boston,  has  declared — 

“Were  a torch  applied  to  the  whole  line  of  cities  on  the  At- 
lantic coast  of  the  United  States,  and  each  one  razed  to  the 
ground,  the  loss  to  the  country  would  be  of  little  consequence 
compared  with  a relaxation  of  the  measures  of  the  executive 
against  the  bank.” 

The  favorite  argument  of  those  who  advocate  the  killing  of 
the  United  States’  bank  is,  that  if  it  occa.-^ions  so  much  commo- 
tion and  distress  to  wind  it  up,  it  is  a dangerous  institution,  and 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  exist.  Now,  we  all  know  we  must 
die,  and  that  when  the  lime  comes  there  will  be  a great  deal  of 
grief,  and  perhaps  distress:  But  who  would  commit  suicide  to 

avoid  these  consequences?  No  man  in  his  senses,  certainly. 

Seventy  notes  were  lately  protested  in  a bank  in  Philadelphia 
in  one  day. 

[If  the  condition  of  things  is  not  speedily  changed,  Mr.  Beards- 
ley may  be  pretty  nearly  gratified,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  impre- 
cations.] 

— 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

MarchUZ.  Mr.  Webster  presented  a memorial  signed  by  about 
2,800  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  New  York,  ascribing  the  pecu- 
niary embarrassments  of  the  country  to  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  for 
their  restoration  and  for  their  recharter  of  the  bank. 
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Mr.  accompanied  ttie  presentation  with  some  appro- 

priate and  forciiile  remarks. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  New  York,  expressed  a wish  to  reply  to  the 
senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  case  the  senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Clay),  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  was  willing  to  post- 
pone the  continuation  of  his  remarks  Ip  another  day.  He  held 
4n  liis  hand  another  memorial  adverse  to  the  one  just  presented 
■containing  the  signatures  of  1,700  of  the  citizens  of  Albany. 

Mr.  C7at/ said  he  felt  some  reluctance  to  interfere  with  the 
remarks  of  the  senator  from  New  Y^ork,  but  as  he  was  confi- 
dent he  shared  in  the  anxiety  to  go  on  with  the  debate  on  the 
resolutions  which  were  the  order  of  the  day,  if  it  met  with  his 
entire  approbation,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  in  order  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  his  remarks 
to  morrow.  Mr.  C.  then  made  a motion  to  that  effect,  which 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  then  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
to  take  up  his  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  intended  to  call  up  that  resolution  yes- 
terday, but  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  not  in  his  seat, 
wlio  he  understood  wished  to  ati(ir<;ss  the  senate  on  the  sub 
ject,  he  declined  doing  so;  and  that  lie  nuu’  [imposed  to  call  it 
op  on  Monday  next. 

The  chair  then  called  the  order  of  the  day,  bi  ing  the  report  of 
the  finance  committee  on  the  removal  of  the  deposiles,  &c. 
w’hen 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  McKean  rose,  at  the  moment  when  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  and  said  he  should  vote  against  both  resolutions 
■because  they  were  censorious;  but  that  his  votes  on  these  re- 
solutions were  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  what  his  course 
would  be  when  a distinct  proposition,  granting  relief  to  a suf- 
ifering  community,  should  be  presented. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to  ttie  firstofthe 
above  mentioned  resolutions,  in  the  following  words: 

Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates, 
deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches, 
communicated  to  congress  oti  the  4tli  day  of  December,  1833, 
are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

And  the  question  upon  agreeing  to  this  resolution  was  taken 
as  follows: 

YEAS^Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Prelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Leigh, 
Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins, Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Ty- 
ler, Waggaman,  Webster— 38. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ben  I on,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Ala.  Linn,  McK<;an,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Siiep- 
ley,  Tallmadge,  7'ipton,  While,  Wilkins,  Wright— 18. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clay,  then,  at  the  instance  of  some  of  his  friends,  modi- 
fied his  resolution,  so  a.s  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  tipon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both. 

And  the  qne.stion  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution, 
it  w’as  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pre.sion,  Robbins.  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  W'eb- 
cter — 28. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Geo.  Linn,  McKean, 
Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Sheplcy,  Tallmadge,  1’ipton,  White. 
Wilkins,  Wright— 20. 

So  this  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

[The  absent  senators  were  Messrs.  Bell,  of  N.  H.  and  Cham- 
bers, ofMd.  both  ofwlmtn  would  have  voted  with  the  majority, 
in  either  case.] 

Mr.  Waggaman  moved  that,  when  the  senate  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday;  but  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
21,  noes  23. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

March29.  Mr.  lEeAsfer  presented  two  memorials;  one  from 
the  borough  of  Muncey,  Pa.  and  the  other  from  the  township  of 
Muncey  creek,  in  the  same  state,  against  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  Which  iricmorials  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  also  presented  the  memorial  of  312  inhabitants 
of  Watervliet,  New  York,  of  the  same  character,  and  praying 
that  their  niemorial  may  be  considered  as  united  with  the  one 
presented  from  the  citizens  of  Albany,  (the  day  before). 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  not  ask  for  the  reading  and  refer- 
ence of  the  Watervliet  memorial  until  the  one  from  Albany 
should  be  f.aken  up. 

Memorials  of  a similar  nature  were  also  presented  by  Mr. 
McKean  from  the  citizens  of  York,  Pa.  and  by  Mr.  Tyler  from 
about  300  citizens  of  the  county  of  Culpeper,  Va.  which  memo- 
rials were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Md.  presented  a resolution  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Maryland,  enjoining  upon  the  senators  from  that  state 
to  use  their  best  exertions  to  obtain  Irom  congress  such  a liberal 
appropriation  of  the  public  funds,  in  aid  of  the  further  construc- 


tion of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  as  shall  insure  its  com- 
pletion. 

Mr.  Kent,  in  presenting  the  resolution,  said  he  took  great 
plea.-^ure  in  laying  it  before  the  senate,  becau.se  the  legislature 
of  Maryland  have  not  approached  congress  before  they  bad  done 
sometbing  themselves  to  the  purpose.  They  have  not  prayed 
to  Hercules  without  first  putting  their  own  shoulders  id  the 
wheel.  They  have  made  a furtlier  subscription  to  the  great 
work,  and  tliey  rely  on  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
who  is  a joint  stockholder  with  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  do  so 
likewise,  and  he  looked  forward  with  confidence,  that  when 
the  proper  period  arrives,  the  senate  would  not  disappoint  them. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ewing,  calling  for  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  post  office  department;  and 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  lands  acquired  by  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  were  severally  considered  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  Ibllowing  resolution,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed; 

ilesoZverf,  Tliat  a committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  he  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  house  of  rcpresetiiaiives,  to  consider  and  report  to 
the  senate  and  to  the  house  respectively,  what  alterations,  if 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made — 

1st.  In  the  value  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mint  of  the  United 
Slates,  so  as  to  eheck  the  exportation  of  that  coin,  and  to  re- 
store it  to  circulation  in  the  United  States. 

2d.  In  the  laws  relative  to  foreign  coins,  so  as  to  restore  the 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  foreign  nations  to  their  former  circula- 
tion within  the  United  Stales. 

3(1.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  the  hotter  collection 
of  the  revenue)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes,  under  twenty 
dollars,  from  revenue  payments  after  a given  period,  and  to 
make  the  revenue  system  of  the  United  Stales  instrumental  in 
the  gradual  suppression  of  the  small  note  circulation,  and  the 
introduction  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  report- 
ed a bill  extending  the  time  for  settling  the  claims  of  American 
citizens  under  the  late  treaty  with  Naples;  which  was  read  and 
ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Preston  presented  il)c  memorial  of  the  city  authorities  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a naval  hos- 
pital— referred. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  the  petition  of  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my stationed  at  Fort  Dearborn,  remonstrating  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  before  congress  for  the  creation  of  a provident 
pension  fund,  &c. — referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business;  and  wlicn  the  doors  were  open- 
ed the  senate  adjourned. 

March  3[.  Mr.  Bibb  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  department  of  state  he  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  senate,  as  soon  as  practicable,  all  the 
information  which  has  been  obtained  under  a resolution  of  the 
senate  of  the  26th  February,  18.33,  touching  the  population  of 
the  United  States,  of  all  kinds,  native  and  alien,  the  militia,  and 
such  other  statistical  information  as  the  secretary  might  cleem 
useful  and  expedient.  And  particularly  that  he  lay  before  the 
senate  all  the  information  which  has  been  obtained  under  the 
circulars  issued  by  Mr.  Livingston,  propounding  queries  to  ob- 
tain information,  as  well  on  the  subjects  particularly  mention- 
ed, as  upon  the  subjects  confided  to  his  discretion  by  that  reso- 
lution. 

Memorials  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
were  presented  by  the  following  persons:  by  Mr.  Mangum,  from 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Wilkesborougli,  by  tha  same  from  citi- 
zens of  Mountsvillc,  by  the  same  from  500  citizens  of  Beaufort, 
North  Carolina;  as  also  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the 
county;  by  Mr.  King,  of  Ala.  from  citizens  of  Mobile,  who  com- 
plain grievously  ol  the  embarrassment  and  losses  sustained  by 
them. 

All  which  were  read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  King  introduced  a bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
district  courts  of  Alabama,  which  was  read  a first  and  second 
time  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  resolution  moved  some  days  since 
relative  to  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Clay  then  modified  his  resolution  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  de- 
posite  in  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland,  w'hen  or  on  what  ac- 
count it  was  deposited,  and  also  whether  any  treasury  draughts, 
contingent  or  other,  have  been,  during  the  month  of  March, 
1834,  furnished  to  the  said  bank,  or  at  any  time  heretofore,  to 
the  bank  of  Maryland,  for  any  and  what  purpose.  And  that  he 
likcwi.se  report  what  amount  of  slock  in  the  capital  of  said 
Union  bank  was  held  by  R.  B.  Taney,  esq.  when  the  said  bank 
was  selected  as  one  of  iho  banks  to  receive  in  deposite  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now  holds. 

The  re.solution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Poindexter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office  be 
directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  the  number  of  patents 
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in  his  office  prepared  for  the  si"iiauire  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  not  been  sigtied,  and  the  number  of 
final  certificates  filed  in  his  office  on  which  patents  have  not 
been  prepared  for  signature. 

Mr.  Poindexter  ottered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  old 
congress  and  of  the  senate,  including  in  separate  volumes  the 
confidential  proceedings,  with  a compendious  index  to  the 
whole,  in  each  volume,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  senate,  and 
that  the  same  be  retained,  subject  to  the  further  order  of  the 
senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  in  favor  of 
the  restoration  of  the  deposiles,  presented  a few  days  since  by 
Mr.  Webster. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  and  replied  to  Mr.  Webster,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  Messrs.  Ewing  and  Clay.  The  memorial  was  read,  re- 
ferred and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wright  then  ptesemed  the  memorial  of  1,700  citizens  of 
Albany  in  lavor  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  which  was  also 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  took  up  in  succession  thirty-eight  bills  for 
the  relief  of  private  individuals,  which  were  severally  read  a 
first  and  second  lime  and  referred:  and  the  senale  then  ad- 
journed. 

Jipril  1.  Mr.  Wright  asked  leave  to  present  to  the  senate  a 
report  from  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  contested  election  of  Messrs.  Rotibins  and  Potter,  each 
claiming  a seat  as  a senator  fiorn  Rhode  Island. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Wright,  Poindexter, 
Frelinghuysen,  Sprague  and  Ewing,  on  motion  ofMr.  Ewing  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  repair  and  completion  of  the  Cum- 
berland road. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  an  amendment,  to  apply  a portion  of 
the  appropriation  to  buiiding  loll  gales  and  loll  houses  on  the 
road. 

Mr.  Poindexter  opposed  the  application  of  the  money  to  any 
purpose  but  the  repair  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Henkricks  proposed  the  amendment  because  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  contemplated  the  taking  of  the 
road  when  the  toil  gales  and  houses  were  up. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  opposed  to  the  whole  bill  on  principle.  The 
internal  improvement  system,  was  designed  as  a national  sys- 
tem; and  Uie  proposed  cession  to  the  states  through  which  the 
road  passed,  would  be  destructive  of  this  great  principle. 

After  some  further  remarks  favorable  to  the  amendment,  by 
Messrs.  Ewing  and  Frelinghuysen,  Mr.  Hendricks  withdrew  his 
amendment,  when 

Mr.  Presfon  oflTered  an  amendment,  proposing  a conditional 
cession  of  those  parts  of  the  road  passing  through  the  states  of 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  to  those  states  respectively. 

Mr.  Wilkins  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  defeat  the  bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing  and  Kane, 
the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  on  ordering  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a third 
time,  recurring,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benlort,  Bibb,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn,  Morris,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Silsbee,  Southard,  Tipton,  Wag- 
gaman,  Wilkins — 20. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Forsyth, 
Hill,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Man- 
gum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Preston,  Shepley,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  While,  Wright— 22. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

jij)ril2.  Mr.  While,  own  of  the  majority,  moved  a reconsi- 
deration of  the  vole  taken  yesterday  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  repairs  and  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  r<^ad;  and  after  a short  and  desultory  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  White,  Clay,  Poindexter,  Ewing,  Sprague  and 
King,  of  Alabama,  took- part. 

Mr.  Preston  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  having  been 
ordered,  the  question  was  taken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Ewing,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  King,  of  Ala.,  Knisht,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee, 
Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Talimadge,  Tipton,  Tomlin 
son.  White.  Wilkins,  Wright — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King,  of  Geo.  Leigh, 
Moore,  Preston,  Tyler— 8. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  the  committee  on  roads 
and  canals. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  Mr.  Franklin,  their  clerk: 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Wednesday,  Jlpril2d,  1834. 
Ordered,  That  a messase  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  that 
body  of  the  death  of  James  Bi^air,  late  one  of  the  representa- 
tives from  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
lake  place  this  day,  at  4 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  from  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  reprusciuatives. 

The  message  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Preston  said — I am  sure  the  senate  will  sympathise  with 
isie  in  those  emotions  of  profound  sorrow  with  which  I rise  to 


propose  the  customary  resolution  upon  such  an  event.  The 
sudden  death  of  general  R/air,  in  the  vigor  of  life,  and  in  the 
midst  of  its  most  strenuous  pursuits,  caiintri  fail  to  impress  all 
minds  with  the  most  solemn  feelings— which  to  us  are  enhanc- 
ed by  his  association  with  us  in  the  same  pursuits,  and  by  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  second  instance  this  session  of  such  an  aw- 
ful and  sudden  dispensation  of  Providence.  VV*c,  his  colleagues 
of  the  aouih  Carolina  delegation,  lament  his  loss  not  the  les» 
that  he  has  differed  with  us  in  some  points  of  public  policy. 
Such  differences  have  never  extended  to  personal  separatruii; 
for  each  has  excused  the  zeal  of  the  other,  by  a mutual  and 
equal  acknowledgement  of  zeal;  and  God  forbid  that  any  such 
difference  should  impede  for  a moment  the  sad  current  of  feel- 
ing which  now  passes  through  my  heart.  To  whatever  the  de- 
cea.'ied  addressed  himself,  he  brought  uncommon  force  of  cha- 
racter, firmness  of  purpose  and  vigor  of  intellect.  His  country 
and  his  constituents  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  these  qualities 
at  this  important  juncture  of  our  affairs;  and  upon  me  devolves 
the  melancholy  duty  of  moving  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  senale  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  bon. 
James  Blair,  late  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  the  slate  of  South  Carolina,  at  the  hour  of  4 o’clock  this 
evening;  and,  as  a lesiimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  then  unanimously  adopted;  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  adjourned. 

^prtl  3.  The  chair  laid  before  the  senate  a message  from  the 
president  of  the  U.  S.  enclosing  a communication  from  the  go- 
vernor of  New  Jersey,  on  the  subject  of  the  adjustment  of  the 
boundary  line  between  that  stale  and  the  state  of  N.  York. 

Memorials,  &c.  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  depositea, 
were  presented  as  follows— by  Mr.  Prenlws,  from  inhabitants 
of  Chittenden  county,  Vermont;  by  Mr.  Sprague,  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Bath,  Maine.  Read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  certain  resolutions  adopted  at  a meet- 
ing held  in  Boston,  adverse  to  the  restoration  of  the  depositea, 
&c.  Read  and  referred,  &c. 

The  special  order,  being  the  report  of  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee on  the  pension  funds  in  the  U.  S.  bank,  was  taken  up,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  it  was  postponed  until  Tuesday 
next. 

Mr.  Wright  then  moved  that  the  senate  go  into  executive  bu- 
siness, which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  force  bill  was  then  taken  up,  but  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Several  bills  of  a private  or  local  character  being  attended  to  , 
the  senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  28.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  asked  leave  to  offer  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to. 
lay  before  this  house,  copies  of  the  charters  of  all  the  banks  se- 
lected by  him,  as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  place 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  atid  its  bandies— together  with, 
the  names  of  the  presidents,  directors  and  stockholders,  in  the 
said  selected  hanks,  with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks, 
held  by  each  stockholder,  and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  each 
president,  cashier  and  director,  of  each  of  the  banks,  to  the  said 
banks,  at  the  time  when  it  was  selected  as  a depository,  and  at 
this  lime. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  as  the  information  was  already  before  the  house,^ 
he  must  object. 

Mr.  Mams  insisted  that  it  wa.s  not, and  he  moved  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  of  the  house  to  enable  him  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  Williams  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Polk  then  said,  that  he  would  withdraw  his  objection. 

The  resolution  having  been  read. 

Mr.  Ewing  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  an  amendment,, 
calling  for  information  whether  the  deposite  banks  had  lawyer* 
and  solicitors  employed. 

Mr.  Wayne  said  as  the  resolution  must  stand  over  one  day 
the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

After  a few  remarks  from  Mr.  Speight — 

The  chair  explained  the  rule;  when 

Mr.  .Adorns  accepted  Mr.  Ewing's  amendment  as  a modifica- 
tion, and  the  resolution  lies  over  until  to  morrow. 

.lames  W.  Bouldin  elected  in  the  place  of  Thomas  T.  Bouldin, 
deceased,  from  Virginia,  appeared,  was  qualified  and  look  his 
seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKinley,  the  house  agreed  to  meet,  hence- 
forth, at  11  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Patterson  submitted  a resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  in- 
structing the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing the  Wyandot  Indian  reservations,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  removing  the  Wyandot  tribe  of  Indians  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Mr.  Pol*  asked  and  obtained  leave  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  certain  sugar  refiners  of  Boston,  praying  a reduction 
of  duties  on  sugar. 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  Mr.  Mardis'  reso- 
lution, when 

Mr.  Chilton  Mian,  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  until 
the  expiration  of  the  hour. 
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The  house  took  up  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  the  deposite  (iiicstion,  &c. 

Mr.  Choate  then  ruse  and  addressed  the  house  in  favor  of  the 
restoration;  when  he  liad  concluded — 

Mr.  Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  and  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  support  of  the  resolutions  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Hardin  ex |)rest:ed  a wish  to  speak  on  the  question,  and,  as 
he  was  not  prepared  with  certain  documents,  moved  that  the 
house  adjourn. 

Mr.  Mercer  requested  him  to  withdraw  the  motion,  in  order 
to  take  up  the  bridge  bill. 

The  motion  not  being  withdrawn,  the  question  was  taken 
upon  it,  and  it  was  rejected  40  to  56. 

The  sjieaker  stated  tliat  there  was  not  a quorum,  and  directed 
the  sergeant-at  artn.s  to  invite  the  members  to  attend. 

Mr.  Hardin  then  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a count,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  29.  Mr.  Mams,  of  Mass,  asked  consent  to 
take  up  the  resolution  moved  by  him  yesterday,  calling  for  cer- 
tain information  relative  to  the  deposite  banks. 

{Mr.  Foster,  of  Georgia,  objecting — Mr.  Mains  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  call  up  his  resolution.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays — whereupon 
Mr.  Foster  withdrew  his  opposition.] 

Mr.  Mams  then  modified  his  resolution  by  adding  the  follow- 
ing clause: 

“And  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  report  to 
this  house,  a statement  of  all  the  sums  denominated  in  the 
treasury  accounts  unavailable  funds;  specifically  designating  the 
several  banks,  or  individuals  indebted  to  the  treasury  therefor; 
the  lime  when  each  debt  first  became  due — the  time  when  fail- 
ure of  payment  thereof  first  occurred;  the  security,  if  any,  which 
the  public  have  for  payment  thereof  at  any  time,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  such  eventual  payment.” 

Mr.  Harper,  of  Penn,  objected  to  the  adoption  of  that  clause 
of  the  resolution  which  called  for  a statement  of  the  debts  due 
by  the  respective  presidents,  cashiers  and  directors  of  the  banks 
referred  to. 

Mr.  ^dains  should  be  entirely  willing  to  acquiesce  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  frotn  Pennsylvania,  if 
such  had  been  the  measure  meted  out  on  other  occasions.  The 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  was  precisely  that  which  he, 
Mr.  A.  had  taken  two  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  bank;  but  he  had  been 
overruled.  And,  aside  from  this,  one  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  proposed  a similar 
investigation  on  a much  more  extensive  plan,  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

That  measure,  which  had  been  meted  to  one  institution,  Mr. 
Mams  was  for  meting  out  to  others.  If  in  the  one  case,  all 
the  accounts  of  individuals,  of  every  description,  especially  of 
persons  corrnected  with  the  government,  members  of  congress, 
printers  and  editors,  had,  in  the  one  case,  been  subjected  to 
scrutiny,  (as  the  affairs  of  the  editorsofthe  National  Intelligencer 
had  been,  and  -subjected  to  numerous  public  comments),  then 
there  was  nothing  but  fairness  and  equity  in  permitting  the 
same  scrutiny  in  relation  to  the  crack  banks,  (which  he  consi- 
dered a better  name  than  that  of  pet  banks.) 

Mr.  Wayne  acquiesced  with  the  gentleman  from  Penn.syl- 
vania,  (Mr.  Harper),  in  his  objection  to  one  of  the  clauses  of  the 
resolution;  besides  which  it  contained  two  calls  which  were 
unnecessary.  The  charters  of  the  banks,  and  the  names  of  their 
«tockholders  had  already  been  reported.  He  contended  also 
that  the  resolution  called  for  certain  information,  which,  while 
it  might  essentially  injure  individuals,  could  effect  no  public 
good.  The  secretary  had  no  power  to  demand  such  information; 
and,  if  he  had,  it  ought  not  to  be  exerted. 

Mr.  McKinley  took  similar  ground. 

Mr.  Speight  was  willing  to  allow  the  largest  latitude  of  in- 
quiry. He  was  particularly  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wayne),  who  had  said,  if  he  un- 
derstood him,  that  the  house  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  the 
affairs  ofthe  banks  selected  to  receive  the  deposites. 

Messrs.  Wilde  and  Mann  addressed  the  house,  the  latter  gen- 
tleman concluding  his  remarks  with  a request  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  would  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  Harper  expressed  his  willingness  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Beardsley  rose  to  address  the  house,  but  the  hour  allotted 
to  resolutions  having  expired, 

Mr.  Poi/c  moved  that  the  rules  of  the  house  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  general  appropriation  bill,  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  house  then  took  up  several  bills  of  a private  or  local 
character,  which  being  severally  disposed  of,  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Monday,  March  31.  The  house  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Plummer,  of  Mississippi,  for  referring  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  ofthe  citizens  of  Natchez  in  that  state,  in  favor  of  the 
restoration  of  the  deposites,  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means;  when 

Mr.  Plummer  addressed  the  house  adversely  to  the  views  of 
the  meeting,  and  being  replied  to  by  his  colleague  Mr.  Cage, 
withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Memorials,  petitions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  as  follows — by  Mr.  Kavanagh, 
from  Bath,  Maine;  by  Mr,  Evans,  from  450  citizens  of  Somers- 
worth,  constituting  a majority  of  the  voters;  by  Mr.  Briggs, 


from  370  citizens  of  Adams,  Berkshire  county,  Mass.;  by  Mr. 
Baylies,  from  2,429  inhabitants  of  Bristol  co.  Mass.  (4  towns 
in  the  same  county  had  already  memorialized  congress);  by 
Mr.  Choate,  from  900  inhabitants  of  Lynn,  Mass.;  by  Mr.  Bur- 
ges, from  450  out  of  TOO  voles  of  the  town  of  Pater.«on.  New 
Jersey;  by  the  same  from  the  villages  of  Smilbfield  and  Cum- 
berland, R.  Island;  [Mr.  Pearce  presented  a letter  from  certain 
citizens  of  R.  Island  in  reference  to  the  above  memorial,  which 
led  to  a succession  of  speeches,  replies  and  rejrdnders  between 
these  gentlemen,  ofquite  a per.sonal  character;  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Burges  pronounced  the  paper  presented  by  his  col- 
league to  be  a'  forgery];  by  Mr.  Burges,  from  inhabitants  of 
Newport,  R.  Island. 

Ml.  Osgood  presented  certain  resolutions,  passed  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston,  in  support  ofthe  removal  ofthe  deposites. 

I'he  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  ^pr  ill.  A communication  was  received  from  the 
secretary  of  slate,  on  the  subject  of  the  prevention  ofthe  coun- 
terfeiting of  foreign  coin. 

After  attending  to  several  matters  of  a private  character, 

The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  settlement  of  certain  revolutionary  claims;  when 

Mr.  Marshall  re.sumed  his  speech  commenced  several  weeks 
ago,  and  spoke  until  the  expiration  ofthe  hour. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means  on  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  then  resumed, 
when 

Mr.  Harden,  of  Ky.  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  removal  until 
a late  hour.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  there  were  motions 
for  adjournment  successively  made  by  Messrs.  McComas,  Chil- 
ton and  Clarke.  On  the  motion  being  made  by  the  latter  gen- 
tleman, the  house  agreed  to  adjourn  by  a vote  of  82  to  80,  and 
so  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  .April  2.  As  soon  as  the  sitting  of  to-day  was 
opened — 

Mr.  McDuffie  rose,  and  in  a feeling  and  proper  manner,  an- 
nounced to  the  house  the  decease  of  the  hnn.  James  Blair,  of 
South  Carolina,  one  of  his  colleagues,  a member  of  this  house, 
and  moved  the  customary  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  deceased  members,  and  also  that  a message  be  sent  to  the 
senate,  informing  them  of  his  death  and  the  time  of  his  funeral; 
which  being  unanimously  concurred  in,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  3.  Mr.  Elisha  Whittlesey  reported  a bill  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Indian  wars  subsequent  thereto;  which  was  twice  read  and 
made  the  special  order  ofthe  day  for  the  11th  instant. 

Mr.  Edward  Everett  reported  a bill  making  compensation  for 
certain  diplomatic  services  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed.  > 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  .subject  of  the  deposites, 
wa.s  then  taken'  up;  when 

Mr.  Chilton  fan  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks,  in  op- 
po.siiion  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  White,  ofLou.  moved  that  there  be  a partial  suspension 
of  the  rule  of  the  house,  so  as  to  allow  the  states  to  be  called  for 
mfemori.als  between  the  close  of  the  morning  business  and  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means,  and  to  invert  the  usual  order  of  calling  the 
states,  so  as  to  begin  at  the  extreme  south,  instead  of  the  ex- 
treme north.  The  motion,  after  an  objection  by  Mr.  Parker,  of 
New  Jersey,  was  lost. 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed  and  concluded  his  speech  on  the  com- 
mutation bill;  and  the  hour  having  expired. 

The  report  ofthe  committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  depo- 
sites was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Harden  resumed  the  floor  and  concluded  his  speech  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  McDuffie  next  rose  and  addressed  the  house  on  the  same 
side  for  about  half  an  hour,  when,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 
the  house  adjourned. 

—•••►♦©  @ ©<«■■ 

DR.  MACNEVEN’S  LETTER. 

New  York,  29fA  March,  1834. 

Dr.  Wm.  J.  Macneven, 

Sir — Having  seen  contradictory  statements  in  two  of  the 
daily  papers  in  relation  to  your  political  opinions  as  to  the  pre- 
sent course  of  the  executive  of  our  country,  the  vigilance  com- 
mittee of  the  independent  republicans  of  the  fourteenth  ward, 
have  deputed  the  undersigned  most  respectfully  to  request,  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  us,  your  sentiments  on  the 
leading  political  question,  which  at  present,  so  deeply  agitates 
the  nation;  and  it  is  particularly  desirable,  that  if  consistent 
with  your  views,  you  should  frankly  give  your  opinion  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  and  whether  you  are  or  are  not  in  fa- 
vor of  a national  bank. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  know  if  the  nomination  made  at  the 
Broadway  house,  of  William  C.  Wales  for  alderman,  and  Lam- 
bert Suydam  for  assistant,  to  represent  this  ward  in  common 
council,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  of  Gulian  C.  Veiplanck,  as  a 
candidate  for  mayor,  meets  your  approbation. 

The  importance  of  affairs,  at  this  crisis,  must  plead  for  the 
liberty  we  take  upon  the  present  occasion.  Very  respectfully, 
yours,  &c. 

Moses  Wanzer,  Austin  Baldwin, 

J.  K.  Hamilton,  Chester  Clark. 

P.  W.  Engs, 
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New  York,  31s^  March,  1834. 

Chester  Clark,  Austin  Baldwin,  F.  U' . En\^s,  James  K.  Hamil- 
ton, Moses  IVanzcr — 

Ge.ntle.men — Tlie  siai«nents  in  the  papers  to  wliicli  ymi  re- 
fer, were  certainly  unauthorised  by  :ne,  and  appeared  to  my  sur- 
pri.se.  The}’  must  have  been  derived  from  casual  coiiver-sations 
and  promulgated  by  party  spirit,  which  too  olteii  infringes  upon 
delicacy  in  its  zeal.  Rather  than  take  a different  side  from  old 
associates,  who  still  profess  to  find  those  measures  right  which 
I deem  wrong,  I wished  to  hold  myself  aloof,  and  where  I could 
not  approve  to  refrain,  if  possible,  from  opposing.  But  called 
upon  now  officially  by  so  respectable  a body  of  my  neighbors 
and  fellow  citizens  to  duclare  iny  sentiments  unequivocally,  I 
cannot  be  deemed  forward  in  stating  them,  since  compliance  is 
a duty. 

I supported  general  Jackson’s  election,  and  I continue  to  feel 
the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  for  his  eminent  services  in  the 
field.  Though  perhaps  disapfioiiited  in  some  of  the  expecta- 
tions I had  formed  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  his  admi 
nistration,  still  preferring  him  far  before  those  who  were  brought 
as  candidates  against  him,  i have  sustained  him  us  long  as  I 
could  do  so  conscientiously,  in  relation  to  the  great  question 
which  agitates  and  engrosses  congress  and  the  people,  after 
having  examined  his  course  with  every  disposition  to  find  it 
justifiable,  1 cannot  possibly  ajiprove  it. 

The  fiscal  reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  the  removal 
of  the  public  deposites  are  so  futile,  that  they  hardly  deserve  an 
answer.  To  say  in  the  same  breath  that  the  necessary  demands 
of  government  will  reduce  them  in  one  year  to  little  or  nothing, 
and  yet  that  they  must  be  removed  at  once,  lest  they  should  be 
so  greatly  accumulated  by  the  time  the  charter  will  expire,  as 
to  compel]  congress  to  renew  the  charter,  is  really  too  absurd  to 
be  deemed  serious.  When  I am  told  that  the  public  moneys 
were  not  safe  in  the  United  Slates  hank,  and  looking  at  the 
public  documents,  I find  that  just  before  the  removal,  they 
amounted  in  the  whole  to  less  than  ten  millions,  while  the 
bank  had  eleven  millions  in  specie;  but  now  that  they  amount  in 
this  city  alone  to  five  millions,  while  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  placed  have  only  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  I 
cannot  see  what  has  been  gained  in  point  of  safety. 

The  true  and  indeed  avowed  motive  was  a political  one. 
The  object  was  to  cripple,  nay  to  crush  an  institution  deemed 
dangerous,  and  which  is  said  to  have  set  itself  in  opposition  to 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  to  have  improperly  interfered  in  the 
election  of  our  chief  magistrate.  But  the  folly  of  the  attempt  of 
the  bank,  if  it  really  was  made,  has  been  fully  demonstrated  by 
the  result  of  the  elections.  We  are  not,  thank  God,  governed 
by  wealth,  but  by  numbers.  The  bank  was  proved  to  have  no 
political  power.  Out  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  every 
where  a dead  weight  on  every  candidate  who  attempted  to  sup- 
port it.  It  lay  prostrate  as  a political  body,  and  there  was  no 
necessity,  on  that  score,  for  further  attack.  If,  indeed,  the  pre- 
sident, by  removing  the  deposites,  could  at  once  have  strangled 
that  which  he  thinks  a monster,  there  might  have  been  some 
sense  in  doing  the  act;  but  since  he  could  not  effect  that,  far 
better  would  it  be  to  leave  the  bank  undisturbed  to  die  its  natu- 
ral death.  The  fact  cannot  now  be  denied  that  more  efficient 
means  could  not  have  been  devised  to  cause  a reaction,  and 
give  a chance  of  a recharter  to  the  bank,  than  those  which  were 
employed  for  annoying  it  and  exercising  a useless  revenge.  It 
is  thus  that  uncontroled  passions  ever  blind  the  understanding. 

Since  there  was  no  sufficient  motive,  fiscal  or  political,  for 
the  act,  it  was  unwise  and  unslatesmanlike.  It  required  no 
great  sagacit}T  to  foresee  that  it  must  cause  a derangement  in 
the  commercial  operations  and  credit  of  the  country;  and  where 
no  good  could  ensue,  it  could  only  be  under  the  dictates  of  pas- 
sion that  any  executive  officer  would  run  the  risk  of  subjecting 
the  country  to  the  evils  that  attend  any  such  derangement. 
Alter  those  evils  had  actually  occurred,  and  could  no  longer  be 
denied,  a magnanimous  mind  would  have  retracted,  instead  of 
persevering  in  the  error. 

Yet  it  is  not  simply  because  an  unwise  and  unfortunate  mea- 
sure has  been  adopted  and  is  obstinately  maintained,  that  I feel 
myselfcalled  upon  to  express  my  dissent.  Though  an  humble 
individual,  I may  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I am  actuated  by 
much  higher  motives.  I have  looked  at  the  law  which  is  said 
to  warrant  the  deed,  and  I see  that  by  it  the  public  moneys 
were  ordered  to  be  kept  in  a certain  place,  unless  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  thought  it  necessary  to  remove  them,  in  which 
case  he  was  bound  to  lay  before  congress  his  reasons  for  so  do 
ing.  To  the  president  no  power  is  delegated  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  may,  indeed,  remove  the  secretary  if  he  thinks  him 
dishonest  or  incapable;  but  this  does  not  imply  the  power  to  re- 
move the  officer  for  the  express  purpose  of  having  the  act  of 
which  that  officer  is  by  law  the  only  Judge,  done  accordingly  to 
the  will  of  the  president.  That  w’ould  be  uniting  in  one  person 
the  powers  of  both  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  tho  trea- 
sury. Had  this  been  the  intention  of  the  law,  the  power  of  re- 
moving the  deposites  would  have  been  given  to  the  president 
alone.  Had  it  been  intended  that  the  president  should  have 
any  control  whatever  in  the  case,  it  would  have  been  provided 
that  the  secretary  might  remove  the  public  moneys  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  president.  Instead  of  this,  not  to  him  but  to 
congress  alone  is  the  secretary  made  responsible  by  law  for  the 
act.  It  would  be  pure  mockery  to  suppose,  that  the  obligation 
to  assign  his  reasons  to  congress  is  a matter  of  form,  and  means 
nothing.  Either  the  legal  provision  is  an  insult  to  our  uuder- 
etanding,  or  it  renders  the  act  invalid,  unless  approved  by  con- 


gress. The  conduct  of  the  president  in  this  is  greatly  aggravat- 
ed by  the  circumstances  by  which  it  was  accompanied.  It  was 
done  after  consress  had  passed  judgment  on  the  acts  ascribed 
to  the  bank,  and  declared  it  ti>  be  a safe  depository  of  the  public 
moneys.  It  was  done  without  waiting  for  the  opinion  and  ac- 
tion of  the  new  conittess,  in  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  an  offi- 
cer not  confirmed  by  that  body,  and  selected  lor  one  express 
purpose. 

I cannot  sustain  such  a measure.  It  i.s  a palpable  infringe- 
meiit  of  the  laws.  It  is  equally  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our 
constitution,  to  the  principles  ofgeHiiine  liberty,  and  of  repub- 
lican institutions.  The  executive  imigistrate  is  necessarily 
vested  with  great  powers,  and  liable  to  imposition.  He  has  the 
exclusive  direction  of  all  negotiations  with  foieign  nations,  and 
the  exclusive  riiihl  ot  nomination  to  all  offices.  No  treaty  can 
be  made,  no  officer  be  appointed,  without  his  pievious  appro- 
bation. He  exercises  the  power  ol  removing  by  his  sole  autho- 
rity every  officer,  the  judges  only  excepted.  He  is  command- 
er-in-chief of  all  the  armed  forces  of  the  nation,  by  sea  or  by 
land.  He  executes,  and  at  times  interprets,  the  laws  and  trea- 
ties. He  has  a qualified  negative  on  all  laws,  and  exercises  it 
freely. 

Against  the  dangerous  abuse  of  those  powers  centered  in  one 
man,  we  have,  heretofore,  been  protected  by  the  constitutional 
check  of  the  senate,  which  has  now  been  evaded;  by  salutary 
legal  barriers,  which  have  been  overleaped;  by  that  admirable 
temper  and  moderation  which  had  characterised  our  former 
presidents,  and  on  which  my  reliance  is  tiow  greatly  lessened. 

This  is  the  only  quarter  from  which  encroachments  that 
might  gradually  undermine  our  liberties  and  subvert  the  princi- 
ples of  republicati  government,  can  be  apprehended.  And  lei 
it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  danger  is  never  greater  than  when 
that  high  functionary  happens  to  etijoy  an  excessive  degree  of 
popularity;  capable  of  inducing  the  people  to  sustain  all  his  pre- 
tensions; and  that  the  attempt  to  establish  a fatal  precedent  is 
never  more  likely  to  succeed,  than  when  the  object  of  the  at- 
tack happens  to  be  an  unpopular  institution;  when  those  cir- 
cumstances are  combined,  public  attention  is'but  too  easily  di- 
verted from  the  trtie  stale  of  the  momentous  question  at  issue. 

Should  the  attempt  now  made  be  sanctioned  by  the  people, 
the  purse  and  the.  sword  would  be  placed  in  the  same  hands, 
and  the  first  visible  effect  will  be  a corrupt  influence  introduced 
into  our  government.  Six  months  have  not  elapsed  since  the 
executive  transfer  of  the  public  moneys  was  made,  and  what  is 
already  the  result  in  this  city  alone.^ 

The  three  respectable  banks  selected  for  the  purpose  have  a 
capital  of  six  millions  of  dollars.  Their  discounts  before  they 
had  the  public  deposites,  amounted  to  9,200,000  dollars,  and 
they  made  with  one  another,  an  annual  dividend  of  six  and  a 
half  per  cent.  But  with  the  aid  of  the  public  moneys  they  are 
now  able  to  discount  near  13,800,000  dollars,  or  four  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  more  than  formerly,  giving  an  ad- 
ditional profit  offonrand  a half  percent,  a yearon  their  capital. 
Thus  we  have  forty  bank  directors  endowed  with  the  power  of 
distributing  four  millions  and  a half  in  loans,  beyond  the  natu- 
ral resources  of  their  banks;  atid  two  thousand  stockholders 
whose  income  is  at  once  raised  from  6^  to  11  percent.  This 
might  not  give  much  influence  to  the  grantor  if  the  boon  was 
irrevocable.  But  on  what  tenure  is  it  held?  It  depends  on  the 
sole  will  of  the  secretary,  who  has  reserved  the  power  to  annul 
the  contract  whenever  he  pleases,  and  who  for  any  such  change 
is  no  longer  bound  to  assign  reasons.  Or  I should  rather  say,  it 
depends  on  the  all  controlling  will  of  the  president,  since  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  has  ceased  to  be  the  officer  of  the  law, 
and  is  a mere  puppet  moved  by  the  chief  magistrate,  who  re- 
mains himself  legally  irresponsible  for  acts,  which,  according  to 
law,  must  be  performed  by  the  said  secretary.  If  this  uncon- 
trolled and  irresponsible  power  to  grant,  and,  at  will,  to  shift  fa- 
vors to  that  extent,  is  not  an  improper,  and,  prospectively  at 
least,  a corrupt  and  most  dangerous  species  of  influence,  I am 
at  a loss  to  know  how  a worse  kind  can  be  devised. 

The  democratic  party  was  founded  on  the  purest  principles; 
and,  whilst  adhering  to,  and  bound  by  these,  it  had  a right  to 
require  personal  sacrifices  from  its  friends — namely,  that  they 
should  yield  their  opinions  t<»  those  of  the  majority,  on  unim- 
portant points,  not  affecting  those  principles;  or  in  the  selection 
of  candidates  of  equal  qualifications.  But  where  the  principle 
itself  is  called  in  question,  I must  preserve  my  independence  of 
opinion,  and,  with  regret,  yet  without  hesitation,  dissent  from 
those  who,  under  color  of  adherence  to  the  usages  of  party,  may 
require  a sacrifice  of  all  that  is  dear  to  ns,  and  thereby  sub- 
vert the  fundamental  principle  of  our  institutions.  This,  as  I 
understand  it,  is,  that  the  majority,  not  of  any  party,  but  of  the 
people,  must  govern.  I cannot  subscribe  to  the  test  now  im- 
posed, of  approving  in  the  mass,  at  all  events,  and  whatever 
they  may  do,  of  our  national  and  state  administrations,  or  of 
sanctioning  even  the  most  datigerous  measures,  because  they 
have  originated  with  our  chief  magistrate.  Loyalty  to  his  king 
is,  indeed,  the  pretended  virtue  of  the  subject  of  a monarchy. 
To  live  under  a government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  is  the  boast 
of  the  citizens  of  our  republic. 

To  you,  my  friends  and  fellow  citizen.^,  who  know  me,  I need 
not  say  that  I am  not  one  of  the  rich,  that  I derive  my  nieans  of 
existence  from  the  moderate  profits  of  my  professional  industry, 
that  I am,  and  rannot  cease  to  be,  a democrat;  that  I have  lived 
a friend  of  liberty,  and  have  once  suffered  for  that  cause.  For 
my  zeal  in  its  defence  I became  a proscribed  exile  from  my  na- 
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live  land.  Here,  in  this  asylum  of  the  oppressed,  I have  now 
lived  almost  twenty-nine  years.  I have,  you  well  know,  no  ( 
other  couiury.  I am  identilied  with  its  interests,  its  prosperity, 
its  glorious  institutions.  These  I cannot  desert.  On  their  pre-  ' 
servalion  depends  our  happiness  and  that  of  our  posterity.  They 
are  tlie  hoasi,  the  model,  and  the  hope  of  the  friends  of  liberty  ‘ 
throughout  the  civilized  world.  1 adjure  my  fellow  citizens  not 
to  blast  those  hopes  and  the  high  destinies  to  which  this  nation  I 
is  called;  to  preserve  those  institutions  inviolate;  to  defend  and 
protect  them  against  every  attack,  and  every  attempted  infringe-  i 
nient  from  whatever  source,  or  from  whomsoever  they  may  i 
come;  to  bring  back  the  administration  of  our  government  to  its  i 
native  purity,  and  to  leave  to  their  children  entire,  unshackled  i 
and  unblemished,  the  sacred  inheritance,  such  as  they  received  j 
it  from  their  fathers. 

To  sum  up  in  a few  words,  gentlemen,  my  answers  to  your 
questions:  I disapprove  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  am 
in  favor  of  their  restoration  forthwith. 

I am  opposed  to  the  continuation  of  the  present  bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  but  am  in  favor  pf  a national  bank  that  shall  pos- 
sess the  advantages  of  this,  and  distribute  them  as  equally  as 
may  be  for  the  public  accommodation,  without  prejudice  to  li- 
berty. 

I am  opposed  to  constructive  versions  of  the  constitution, 
whereby  the  executive  sliall  take  powers  by  implication  or  eva- 
sion, instead  of  applying  to  congress  for  authority. 

[Here  follows  a paragraph  which  relates  to  the  local  election 
in  New  York,  which  is  omitted  for  the  reason  that  we  do  not 
interfere  with  such  things.  It  may  be  mentioned,  however,  that 
the  doctor  says  he  will  support  Mr.  Verplanck,  for  mayor,  and 
the  candidates  of  the  independent  democrats  for  aldermen.] 

In  compliance,  gentlemen,  with  your  request,  I have  candid- 
ly opened  to  you  my  sentiments,  and  I respectfully  submit  them 
to  your  judgment.  WILLIAM  JAMES  MACNEVEN. 

GREAT  MEETING  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th  March,  agreeably  to  notice,  the  de- 
mocratic citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  with 
“all  others  who  are  resolved  to  defend  the  constitution  and 
laws  against  executive  usurpation,”  assembled  in  Independent 
square,  at  four  o’clock. 

Before  three  o’clock,  the  processions  of  different  kinds  began 
to  enter  the  square,  as  nearly  as  we  could  ascertain,  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:— 

The  citizens  of  Manayunk,  with  a handsome  flag — they  form- 
ed a very  long  cavalcade,  composed  evidently  of  the  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  country.  They  were  preceded  by  a golden  eagle 
dressed  in  black  crape  as  an  emblem  of  mourning. 

The  citizens  of  Southwark,  a large  and  highly  respectable 
body. 

The  citizens  of  Moyamensing,  to  the  number  of  several  hun- 
dred, preceded  by  a flag  with  the  inscription  of  “Washington 
our  guide  and  monitor.” 

The  Moyamensing  weavers,  preceded  by  a loom  out  of  gear, 
and  mounted  on  a cart,  on  which  was  legibly  written  “no 
work.”  On  the  banner,  “American  industry  the  road  to  inde- 
pendence.” 

The  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  and  county.  The  num- 
ber of  this  very  respectable  body  in  the  procession  exceeded 
five  hundred,  and  certainly  a more  respectable  body  never 
made  their  appearance  in  our  streets.  Among  them  were  re- 
cognized many  who  had  but  lately  been  the  president’s  warm- 
est supporters;  but  who,  on  the  present  momentous  occasion, 
were  proud  to  show  themselves  in  the  ranks  of  the  free.  Their 
motto  was  appropriately  inscribed  on  a flag,  “supporting  the 
constitution  and  laws.”  All  the  shipping  in  the  port  had  their 
flags  at  half  mast — so  that  the  occasion  may  be  said  to  have 
been  sanctioned  by  the  entire  body  of  our  merchants. 

The  tailors  and  clothiers,  preceded  by  a modest  flag— but  this 
was  attended  by  a large  class  of  men  who  are  never  missing 
when  the  country  is  in  danger. 

The  cabinet  makers  and  furnishers,  with  a flag  containing 
the  motto,  “the  constitution  inviolate-^the  laws  triumphant.” 

The  booksellers  and  bookbinders,  with  two  banners;  the  first, 
which  was  an  elegant  one  of  blue  silk,  had  the  sentence,  “vve 
bind  and  preserve  the  literature  of  the  present  age  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  future;”  the  second  bore  the  inscription,  “our  coun- 
try and  the  constitution.” 

The  printers,  with  a banner  inscribed  “our  country  and  its 
constitution — truth  is  great  and  must  prevail.”  It  is  declared 
on  good  authority  that  it  has  been  ascertained  that  seven-eighths 
of  the  two  latter  professions  are  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

The  coal  dealers,  and  others  interested  in  the  trade  of  the 
Schuylkill,  a respectable  and  numerous  body,  who  were  preced- 
ed by  a banner  with  a view  of  a canal  lock,  and  coal  cars  drawn 
on  a rail  road.  Passing  through  the  canal  was  the  fine  boat  “Con- 
stitution.” This  body  also  had  a banner  inscribed  “united  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall.”  A very  great  number  of  dealers,  boat- 
men and  others  were  in  attendance. 

The  painters  and  glaziers,  with  a banner,  the  inscription  of 
which  was  forcible  and  striking— “Go  tell  him!!!  Freemen 

WILL  NOT  BOW  NOR  WEAR  THE  COLLAR!!!” 

The  hatters,  displaying  an  appropriate  banner,  surmounted 
by  a cocked  hat,  inscribed  all  round  “seventy-six.” 

The  builders,  to  the  number  of  several  hundreds. 

The  cordwainers,  with  a plain  white  banner,  inscribed  with 
the  name,  &c.  of  their  profession. 


The  marble  masons,  with  a bright  flag  bearing  the  motto  “we 
defend  the  constitution  from  present  and  future  violence.” 

The  gold  and  silver  artists,  with  a flag  bearing  the  bead  of 
Washington. 

The  ship  builders,  stevedores,  sailors,  &c.  flag  inscribed, 
“don’t  give  up  the  ship,”  “labor  is  wealth.” 

Farmers  and  millers,  in  great  numbers,  carrying  a flag  with 
the  inscription  “our  country  and  the  constitution.” 

People  of  Germantown.  Tliis  most  truly  respectable  and  nu- 
merous body  was  loudly  cheered  on  all  hands  on  entering  the 
square.  The  best  feeling  seemed  to  prevail  towards  them,  and 
they  walked  in  excellent  order;  their  countenances  spoke  as 
plainly  as  words  could  have  done — “We  are  determined  te  re~ 
sist  oppression.”  On  their  flag  “the  constitution  and  laws.” 

The  sugar  refiners,  whose  banner  said — “support  the  consti- 
tution and  laws.” 

The  tobacconists,  with  a suitable  banner,  representing  Wash- 
ington receiving  the  calumet  of  peace  from  an  Indian,  and  the 
motto,  “flourish  the  plant.” 

The  next  that  entered,  was  a very  long  procession  of  citizens 
from  the  townships  of  Blockley  and  Kingsessing,  headed  by  a 
banner  inscribed  “we  do  not  despair  of  the  republic.” 

These  were  followed  by  the  young  men  of  the  city  and  coun- 
ty, a truly  interesting  procession,  which  was  hailed  by  all  as  it 
passed  in,  with  loud  acclamations.  There  were  at  least  4,000 
of  them. 

But  perhaps  the  most  interesting  incident  of  the  day  was  the 
circumstance  which  occurred,  on  those  young  men  passing  by 
the  house  of  the  firm  and  independent  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
William  J.  Duane.  His  person  was  discovered  at  the  window 
of  his  house,  overlooking  Independence  square,  and  no  sooner 
was  he  seen  than  a loud  and  universal  shout  rose  from  the  en- 
thusiastic multitude,  evincing  most  forcibly  their  approbation 
of  his  course.  Mr.  Duane  bowed  repeatedly  to  the  crowd,  and 
we  saw  his  handkerchief  more  than  once  wiping  a coursing 
tear  from  his  cheeks,  at  this  demonstration  of  their  affection  for 
a man  displaying  independence  in  the  cause  of  the  constitution, 
which  they  w’ere  now  assembling  to  avow  their  intention  to 
vindicate,  and  keep  “unsullied  from  a spot.” 

Mrs.  Duane  was  so  much  affected  by  this  sudden  and  unex- 
pected demonstration  of  public  respect,  that  after  one  full  and 
hearty  cheer,  she  was  compelled  by  her  emotions  to  leave  the 
window. 

The  young  men  also  displayed  a flag  inscribed,  “Our  country, 
not  party— principles,  not  men.” 

The  iron  workers,  with  a picture  representing  an  anvil  and 
a sledge-hammer. 

The  black  and  white  smiths,  iron  masters,  hardware  mer- 
chants, tin  plate  workers,  copper  smiths,  &c.  with  a plain 
white  banner;  motto,  “our  country  and  constitution.” 

J'he  coopers  made  a considerable  turn  oat,  but  as  far  as  we 
could  see  bore  no  banner. 

The  citizens  of  Kensington  district. 

The  citizens  of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  Spring  Garden. 
The  tanners  and  curriers  and  leather  dealers. 

The  citizens  of  Lower  Dublin  and  Byberiy. 

We  have  given  only  a part  of  the  movements — the  crowd  In 
the  state  house  yard  was  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  note 
the  entrance  of  all  the  different  processions. 

A capacious  rostrum  was  erected  against  the  south  front  of 
the  state  house,  facing  the  Independence  square.  On  this,  the 
officers  of  the  meeting,  the  orators  and  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements were  placed. 

A few  minutes  before  4 o’clock,  the  hon.  John  Sergeant  en- 
tered the  rostrum;  his  presence  was  hailed  by  the  multitude 
with  enthusiastic  shouts. 

N.  Foster,  esq.  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  nominated— 
PresiJenf— Daniel  Groves. 

Vice  presidents — William  Wagner,  Northern  Liberties;  Alex- 
ander Cook,  city;  Benj.  Naglee,  Northern  Liberties;  gen.  A.M. 
Provost,  city;  John  Britton,  Blockley;  John  Green,  German- 
town; gen.  John  D.  Goodwin,  Northern  Liberties;  Alexander 
Q,uintin,  Roxborough;  Henry  H.  Miller,  Spring  Garden;  John 
Boileau,  Lower  Dublin;  Charles  Penrose,  Southwark;  Arundius 
Tiers,  Kensington;  John  Lentz,  Passyunk;  Jacob  M.  Thomas, 
Moyamensing;  Peter  Castor,  Oxford;  John  M.  Ogden,  Spring 
Garden;  Dr.  George  De  Benneville,  Germantown. 

To  which  are  added  the  chief  marshals  of  the  various  trades 
and  processions. 

Secretaries — Charles  J.  Jack,  city;  William  M.  Kennedy, 
Northern  Liherlics;  Thomas  Roach,  unincorporated  Northern 
Liberties;  D.  Henry  Flickwir,  Southwark;  Franklin  Coinly, 
Moreland;  George  Myers,  Spring  Garden. 

Peter  A.  Browne,  esq.  moved  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

We,  a portion  of  the  free  people  of  the  United  States,  having 
met  together  with  no  object  but  the  public  good,  and  with  a fix- 
ed determination  to  preserve  the  constitution,  and  defend  the 
liberties  of  our  common  country — do  solemnly  resolve  and  de- 
clare— 

' 1.  That  in  us,  and  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  Stales, 

the  sovereignty  of  this  nation  abides,  that  from  us  and  our  fel- 
low citizens,  all  lawful  power  mu.st  proceed,  and  that  it  is 
I equally  our  duty  and  our  right,  to  watch  over  the  agents  whom 
we  have  entrusted  with  power,  and  to  rebuke  them  when  guil- 
ty of  negligence,  misconduct  or  usurpation. 

I 2.  That  Andrew  Jackson,  as  president  of  the  United  States, 
has  evinced  a settled  disregard  for  the  constitution  and  tht 
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laws,  that  he  has  broken  the  national  faith,  trampled  on  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people,  and  endeavored  by  the  over- 
throw of  all  other  departments  of  the  government,  to  unite  all 
power  in  his  own  hands. 

3.  That  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  Slates,  was  an  assumption  of  power  not  confided  to 
him  by  the  people,  an  usurpation  dictated  by  passion  and  exe- 
cuted to  gratify  his  vindictive  feelings. 

4.  That  to  this  unlawful  and  unnecessary  act,  to  the  course 
which  he  and  his  government  and  his  banks  have  since  pursued, 
and  to  the  consequent  destruction  of  public  confidence,  we  attri- 
bute the  unexampled  distress  now  pervading  the  community, 
the  disarrangement  of  the  currency,  the  depression  of  com- 
merce, manufactures  and  the  mechanic  arts,  the  low  price  of 
agricultural  products,  and  the  almost  total  suspension  of  our 
public  improvements. 

5.  That  we  have  neither  faith  in  the  motives,  nor  hope  from 
the  result  of  the  president’s  experiment,  to  substitute  a number 
of  scattered  banks  for  a single  national  institution.  It  has  al- 
ready failed  of  its  ostensible  objects;  and  we  fear  it  is  a means 
by  which  the  whole  moneyed  power  of  the  country,  may  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a corrupt  executive. 

6.  That  public  confidence  cannot  be  restored,  nor  the  nation- 
al honor  kept  sacred,  without  an  immediate  order  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

7.  That  the  veto  power,  now  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  is  a gross  perversion  of  the  ori- 
ginal design  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  in  conferring  a 
veto  power  upon  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

8.  That  the  conduct  of  the  president  and  those  who  support 
him  in  congress,  or  elsewhere  exhibits  a determination  to  place 
his  will  above  the  opinions  or  interests  of  the  people,  and  thus 
to  convert  our  once  free  and  happy  republic  into  an  absolute 
and  oppressive  despotism. 

9.  That  looking  to  the  practice  of  men,  and  not  to  their  pro- 
fessions, we  cannot  recognise  the  Jackson  party,  a party  ruled 
by  the  will  of  one  individual  whom  they  consider  horn  to  com- 
mand^ as  the  democracy  of  the  country. 

10.  That  in  the  independent  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens 
who  have  arrayed  themselves  against  executive  usurpation, 
who  compose  a large  majority  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  na- 
tion, and  with  whom  we  are  proud  to  be  numbered,  we  recog- 
nise the  true  friends  of  the  people,  and  therefore  the  only  real 
democratic  party. 

11.  That  the  present  crisis  demands  of  every  citizen,  who 
loves  the  constitution,  and  would  preserve  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  the  utmost  firmness  and  devotion  in  the  common 
cause.  When  the  highest  and  dearest  interests  of  all  are 
threatened,  none  can  refuse  his  labor  and  his  voice — where  all 
is  at  stake,  every  thing  must  be  periled— every  thing  dared  to 
save  it. 

12.  That  as  a means  of  concentrating  the  efforts  of  all  who 
agree  with  us  in  opinion  throughout  the  state,  and  making  that 
opinion  felt  hereafter  at  the  polls,  we  approve  cordially  of  the 
proposed  convention  to  be  held  at  Harrisburg  on  the22d  day  of 
May  next. 

13.  That  to  the  present  congress  we  look  for  an  exercise  of 
independence  worthy  the  crisis,  and  of  the  trust  committed  to 
its  care.  Of  that  congress  we  demand  the  safety  of  the  republic. 

14.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  have  access  at  all 
times  to  their  servants,  however  high  their  stations — that  to 
deny  such  access,  savours  of  royalty,  and  does  not  comport 
with  the  plain  manners  and  republican  habits  of  a republican 
people. 

15.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  adjourn  until  they  shall  have  provid- 
ed effectually  for  the  relief  of  the  distresses  of  the  country, 
vindicated  the  constitution  and  laws  so  wantonly  violated,  as- 
serted the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  and  secured  the  constitution  and  the  currency  against 
the  lawless  tampering  of  the  executive,  so  that  hereafter  the 
well  defined  boundaries  of  our  republican  institutions  may  be 
respected  in  practice,  and  the  happiness  of  the  nation  not  be 
made  the  sport  of  the  will  or  passions  of  one  man. 

After  an  address  from  Samuel  W.  Rush,  esq.  col.  C.  J.  Jack 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  as  members  of  a great  confederacy,  we  abjure 
all  sectional  jealousies,  but  that  as  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
we  behold  in  the  present  conduct  of  those  who  rule  the  execu 
tive  of  this  country,  a plan  to  destroy  the  present  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  after  the  term  of  service  of  gen.  Jackson  shall 
expire,  the  certainly  of  establishing  another  bank,  to  be  located 
out  of  the  state,  whose  stock  will  be  divided  among  the  ntem- 
bers  of  an  ascendant  regency,  whose  management  and  direc- 
tion will  be  made  subservient  to  the  ambition  and  intrigues  of 
political  aspirants,  and  whose  consummation  will  finally  com 
plete  the  experiment  of  trying  to  unite  the  purse  and  the  sword 
in  one  hand. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  firmly  believe  that  the  citizens 
of  this  commonwealth  have  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
paper  currency,  existing  in  Pennsylvania,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  that  they  have  desired 
no  change  in  it;  and  that  if  any  change  shall  be  made,  they  do 
most  earnestly  deprecate  the  substitution  of  the  New  York 
safety  fund  system,  by  which  a bank  is  authorised  to  issue  notes 
to  the  amount  of  $349,470,  while  it  possesses  in  specie  in  its 
vaulta  no  more  than  the  sum  of  $6,558  dollars!  to  redeem  all 


the  notes  issued  by  it  and  circulated  in  the  community,  as  the 
representatives  of  a solvent  and  specie  paying  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  friends  of 
gen.  Jackson,  assuming  to  themselves  the  title  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania democracy,  when  they  have  avowed  that  they  will  sup- 
port the  opinions  of  one  man,  “whether  right  or  wrong,”  and 
we  do  conscientiously  believe,  that  if  general  Jackson  should 
this  day  publicly  announce  his  determination  to  return  the  de- 
posites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  that  the  Jackson  re- 
presentation of  this  state  in  congress,  would  instantly  support 
the  measure;  that  the  Jackson  portion  of  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvatiia  would  add  their  hearty  concurrence;  and  that 
the  whole  Jackson  party  throughout  the  United  States,  would 
rejoice  in  their  release  from  their  present  dilemma;  and  as  in- 
stantly proclaim  this  last  act  of  their  chief,  the  most  disinterest- 
ed and  noble  deed  of  his  life 

It  was  resolved,  that  the  president  of  this  meeting  have  power 
to  appoint  a committee  of  correspondence. 

The  follovving  resolutions  were  presented  by  the  different 
trades: 

By  the  painters  of  the  city  and  county. 

Resolved,  That  Martin  Van  Buren  deserves,  and  will  receive 
the  execrations  of  all  good  men,  should  he  shrink  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  conveying  to  Andrew  Jackson,  the  message  sent 
by  the  honorable  Henry  Clay,  when  the  builders’  memorial  was 
presented  to  the  senate.  I charge  you,  said  he,  go  to  the  presi- 
dent, and  tell  him — tell  him  if  he  would  save  his  country — if  he 
would  save  himself— tell  him  to  stop  short,  and  ponder  well  his 
course — tell  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  before  an  injured  an  in- 
sulted people,  infuriated  by  his  experiment  upon  their  happi- 
ness, rises  in  the  majesty  of  power,  and  hurls  the  usurper  down 
from  the  seat  he  occupies,  like  Lucifer,  never  to  rise  again. 

By  the  builders  of  the  city  and  county. 

Jlcsoleed,  That  the  amount  of  present  and  perspective  employ- 
ment for  all  the  branches  of  industry  connected  with  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  affected  to  the  extent  of  75  per  cent,  compared  with  last 
year’s  business,  by  the  present  disastrous  and  ruinous  measures 
of  Andrew  Jackson. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  solemn  and  deliberate  conviction  of 
those  whose  employment  depends  upon  the  erection  of  build- 
ings, that  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States’  bank,  are  the  only  means  by 
which  confidence  can  be  restored,  lost  faith  recovered,  and  the 
late  cheering  prospect  which  animated  and  diffused  its  bless- 
ings throughout  the  whole  community,  regained. 

Resolved,  That  the  declarations  of  the  representative  to  con- 
gress from  Montgomery  county,  that  the  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers have  hitherto  been  too  highly  favored — that  their  prosperity 
has  been  too  great— that  the  bank  has  afforded  them  too  many 
facilities— that  they  have  been  adding  house  to  house  and  that 
it  is  lime  they  were  put  down,  merits  and  should  receive  the 
scorn  and  contempt  of  freemen,  and  indicates  a mind  so  .sordid, 
narrow  and  selfish,  and  so  disgraceful  to  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, and  revolting  to  every  sentiment  of  the  he.art,  that  we  are 
almost  constrained  to  ascribe  them  to  the  ravings  of  a maniac, 
rather  than  the  expressions  of  a sane  and  thinking  mind. 

Resolved,  That  we  now  earnestly  call  upon  all  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens to  aid  us,  e’er  it  is  too  late,  in  our  endeavors  to  pul  down, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  the  alarming  power  claimed  by  the  pre- 
sent chief  magistrate,  and  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  prostra- 
tion of  our  interests  being  consummated  to  satisfy  the  unbound- 
ed ambition  of  a military  despot. 

The  committee  take  occasion  to  say,  the  foregoing  expres- 
sions ascribed  to  Joel  K.  Mann,  of  Montgomery  county,  were 
used  by  him  to  a part  of  the  builders’  committee,  late  on  a visit 
to  Washington. 

By  the  hatters. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  degrading  to  freemen  to  wear  the  collar, 
or  drag  the  chains  of  any  man,  whatever  may  have  been  his 
claims  upon  the  veneration  and  gratitude  of  the  people. 

That  we  behold  in  the  blind  servility  of  the  supporters  of  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  his  unprincipled  warfare  upon  the  currency 
of  the  country,  not  only  a surrender  of  the  dignity  and  the  rights 
of  freemen,  but  also,  a basis  on  which  some  political  aspirant 
may  erect  a despotism  which  shall  crush  the  last  refuge  and 
hope  of  freedom. 

That  the  people  assembled  here,  disclaiming  all  party  consi- 
derations, pledge  themselves  as  citizens  of  our  common  coun- 
try, never  to  relax  their  efforts,  until  the  supremacy  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  shall  be  acknowledged,  and  the  protection  of 
the  government  secured,  in  support  of  a sound  and  uniform  cur- 
rency, the  sinews  of  the  enterprise,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a 
nation  of  freemen,  and  we  earne.*:tly  entreat  the  independent 
yeomanry  of  the  country,  to  elect  honest  men  to  represent  them 
in  congress;  that  the  president  may  no  longer  be  able  to  veto 
the  passage  of  laws  enacted  for  the  promotion  of  the  general 
welfare. 

By  the  gold  and  silver  artificers,  watch  makers  and  other  branches 
of  the  trade. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  time  arrives  for  an  expression  of  our 
opinions  by  the  ballot  box — that  we  here  declare  our  determina- 
tion, to  support  no  individual  for  oflice  who  will  not  unite  with 
us  in  tearing  aside  the  flimsy  veil  which  conceals  the  “kitchen 
cabinet,”  and  expose  them  in  all  their  naked  deformity  to  the 
eyes  of  the  nation,  as  objects  fit  only  for  the  scorn  and  contempt 
of  mankind. 
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By  the  cordwainers. 

This  day.  22  years  ago,  was  the  great  earthquake  at  Carrac- 
cas,  and  ttie  meeting  this  arternooii  will  cause  a great  eartli- 
quake  with  polilieiaiis  according  to  interest,  therefore  resoZccd, 
liiat  we,  the  cord vvainers  of  the  city  iiiid  county  ot  Philadelphia, 
consideimg  the  name  of  democrat  substituted  for  man  worship- 
er, or  going  the  whole  liog,  as  deviating  from  the  principles  of 
’98,  do  agree,  as  republicans,  to  support  principles  instead  of 
men,  and  shall  consider  this  day  as  the  beginning  of  the  second 
republican  era  of  this  country. 

It  was  resoloed,  That  the  president  of  this  meeting  have  pow- 
er to  appoint  a committee  of  correspondence. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  approve  of  the  delegates  chosen 
by  the  city  and  the  county  to  the  convention  to  be  held  in  Har- 
risburgh;  on  the  20th  of  May.  They  are  as  follows: 

For  the  citi/— John  Sergeant,  John  M.  Scott,  John  S.  Riddle, 
Wm.  M.  Meredith,  Daniel  Groves,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Silas 
W.  Sexton,  Bernard  McCredy,  Joseph  Murray. 

For  the  cownty— Northern  Liberties— William  Wagner,  Jos. 
Smith.  Spring  Garden — David  Woelpper.  Southwark — Nathl. 
C.  Foster,  George  P.  Little.  Moyamehsing— T.  M.  Hubbell. 
Kensington — Wm.  Filler.  Unincorporated  Northen  Liberties — 
Thomas  Roach.  Bristol  township— William  Wister.  Oxford 
township— Geo.  K.  Bucid.  Moreland  township -Franklin  Comly. 

The  meeting  adjourned  after  giving  nine  cheers  for  the  con- 
stitution. DANIEL  GROVES,  president. 

Peter  A.  Browne,  esq.  delivered  an  impressive  speech  on 
presenting  the  resolutions. 

Samuel  Rush,  esq.  succeeded  Mr.  Browne,  and  in  an  impas- 
sioned address  of  great  pith,  kept  the  people  in  a constant  good 
humor;  C.  J.  Jack,  esq.  (bllowed.  The  resolutions  were  passed 
with  the  utmost  unanimity,  and  the  immense  multitude  began 
to  disperse  peaceably  to  their  homes  before  five  o’clock. 

On  leaving  the  yard,  the  several  processions  piled  their  ban- 
ners fancilully  before  Mr.  Duane’s  door,  and  commenced  giving 
him  loudly  vociferated  cheers  at  the  rate  of  “three  times  three.” 
This  brought  Mr.  D.  to  the  door,  and  he  addressed  them  fora 
few  moments,  evidently  deeply  affected  by  their  enthusiasm. 
The  applause  which  followed  we  will  not  attempt  to  describe: 
it  has  made  an  impression  on  all  who  heard  it  which  death 
alone  can  obliterate,  and  which  should  encourage  statesmen  to 
pursue  the  honest  dictates  of  their  hearts. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  all  parties  engaged— the  marshals  of  the 
day,  who  appointed  places  for  the  trades,  &c.  were  so  active 
and  intelligent  as  to  prevent  all  confusion.  To  general  Prevost, 
the  chief  Marshal,  in  particular,  the  citizens  are  greatly  indebt 


The  stores  in  Chesnut,  Market  and  the  adjacent  streets  were 
generally  closed— and  business  suspended. 

BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

A very  numerous  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland, was  held  at  the  Exchange,  at  four  o’clock  on  Friday, 
the  28th  ull.  William  Patterson,  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  the  hon.  Nicholas  Brice  appointed  secretary.  After  the 
object  of  the  meeting  had  been  explained,  judge  Brice  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution,  which,  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, was  adopted: 

jResoZved,  That  a committee  of  fifteen  persons  be  appointed 
from  amongst  the  creditors,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
devise  and  adopt  all  such  measures  as  in  their  judgment  shall 
be  found  necessary  to  protect  and  advance  the  interest  of  said 
creditors,  and  to  bring  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  of  Maryland 
to  a just  and  speedy  settlement  and  distribution  of  its  assets 
among  them;  and  that  said  committee  be  authorised  to  fillup 
vacancies  and  appoint  from  their  own  body  or  other  creditors  a 
sub  committee,  who  shall  act  in  all  matters  with  the  like  powd- 
ers as  are  above  conferred. 

A motion  was  then  made  and  carried  that  the  committee 
should  be  appointed  by  the  chairman,  who  subsequently  ap- 
pointed the  following  gentlemen: 

Alexander  Fridge,  J'acob  Rogers, 

Col.  William  Sieuart,  George  McCubbin, 

Thomas  Kelso,  R-  W.  Gill, 

Jacob  Albert,  Charles  C.  Harper, 

William  A.  Tucker,  Charles  Nicols, 

Frederick  Dawson,  Levin  Gale,  of  Cecil. 

Alexander  Brown,  Jere.  Nicolls,  ot  Kent. 

Jonathan  Meredith, 

[Messrs.  McCubbin  and  Nicols  having  declined  serving, 
Messrs.  John  Johnson,  of  Annapolis,  and  George  W.  Thomas, 
of  Kent,  were  appointed  in  their  stead.] 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  following  cornrmnication 
from  Thomas  Ellicott,  esq.  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting,  was  received  and  read: 

To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland.^ 

The  recent  and  sudden  stoppage  of  the  bank  of  Maryland, 
with  the  consequences  ari.sing  from  that  event,  has  imposed 
upon  me  relations  with  you  which  render  it  an  imperative  duty 
that  I should, at  the  earliest  period  possible,  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation in  my  power  concerning  the  funds  and  effects  of  that 
corporation,  and  ofthe  extent  of  its  debts  and  liabilities  to  you, 
8s  also  the  circumstances  under  which  I consented  to  become 
the  trustee. 

The  present  situation  of  the  trust  property  will  all  be  prepar- 
ed and  laid  before  you  as  early  as  it  sh.all  be  possible  for  Robert 
Wilson,  esq.  cashier,  with  the  aid  of  as  many  clerks  as  he  can 


employ  in  the  service,  to  make  an  .accurate  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  bank,  as  it  was  at  the  lime  of  it.s  final  close  at 
three  o’clock,  P.  M.  on  the  22d  instant. 

On  the  same  day,  and  alter  that  hour,  a partial  view  of  the 
amount  of  the.  debts  and  credits  of  the  bank  was  exhibited  to 
me,  with  iriformatioii,  that  unless  very  important  aid  was  ex- 
tended to  it  in  coin,  at  it.s  opening  on  the  24lh,  it  would  be  un- 
able to  sustain  its  credit  another  day.  This  annunciation  was 
made  to  me  with  a view  of  ascertaining  whether  it  was  proba- 
ble the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  would  consent  to  extend  the 
requisite  support  to  the  hank  of  Maryland.  I stated  that  from 
the  views  I then  had  of  the  subject,  that  it  would  not  only  be 
highly  improper  for  the  Union  bank,  or  for  any  other,  or  for  all 
of  the  Ollier  banks  in  the  city,  to  afford  the  aid  which  seemed 
absolutely  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  .sustaining  the  bank 
of  Maryland  under  the  demands  to  which  it  was  then  liable, 
and  which  would,  from  every  appearance,  daily  and  hourly  aug- 
ment to  a great  extent,  but  that  it  would  be  highly  unjust  to  the 
trading  community  generally  to  abstract  the  funds  from  the  other 
banks,  and  thereby  lessen  the  ability  of  such  banks  to  supply 
the  necessary  and  proper  facilities  to  the  merchants  of  the  city 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  their  business:  That  under  this  con- 
viction, I could  not  give  any  re.ason  to  hope  that  the  object  so 
much  desired  could  be  accomplished  in  the  way  suggested. 
The  friends  ofthe  bank  of  Maryland  then  decided  that  the  whole 
funds  and  effects  of  every  nature  and  kind  should  remain  in  the 
absolute  custody  and  care  of  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  other  person,  until  a final  decision  should  be  made, 
as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  to  guard  and  protect, 
equally  and  rateably,  the  rights  and  interests  of  all  the  creditors 
of  the  bank.  The  whole  ofthe  property  ofthe  bank  being  thus 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a gentleman  who  had.  been  its  principal 
officer  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  in  whose  integrity  every  one 
had  justly  the  most  implicit  confidence,  time  was  taken  for  fur- 
ther deliberation  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland.  This  resulted  in  the  conclusion  by  them  in  the  course 
of  the  succeeding  twenty  four  hours,  that  the  bank  could  not 
properly  be  opened  for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the  morn- 
ing ofthe  24th,*  and  that  it  was  necessary  that  a deed  of  trust 
should  be  executed,  at  once,  of  all  the  corporate  funds  and  ef- 
fects for  the  equal  henefit  of  all  the  creditors,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  legal  impediments,  and  especially  of  guarding  against 
attachments  of  its  property  abroad  by  foreign  or  other  creditors. 

In  this  stage  of  the  business  I was  applied  to,  to  know  if  I 
would  accept  the  trust,  if  the  deed  were  made  to  me,  and  pro- 
vided it  subsequently  met  the  approbation  of  the  chief  officers 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  city.  1 declined  giving  an  immediate 
answer,  but  stated  that  I would  not  accept  the  trust  unless,  in 
the  first  place,  the  deed  were  made,  as  had  been  suggested  by 
the  directors,  without  giving  a preference  to  any  one:  secondly, 
unless  it  was  so  drawn  that  1 could  place  the  collection  of  the 
claims  in  the  hands  of  R.  Wilson,  esq.  the  cashier,  as  well  as 
the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  in  such  way  as  that  the  funds 
and  effects  should  never  come  into  my  hands,  so  as  to  subject 
them  to  my  individual  control;  thirdly,  that  the  whole  power 
and  direction  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  trust  should  be  ex- 
ecuted should  be  directed  by  the  hon.  Stevenson  Archer  and  the 
hon.  Thomas  Beale  Dorsey,  or  if  they  should  decline  to  act  in 
that  particular,  under  the  direction  of  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  would  appoint  for  the  purpose;  and  fourthly,  unless,  as 
suggested  by  the  triends  of  the  bank,  my  acceptance  should 
meet  with  the  consent  and  approbation  ofthe  principal  officers 
ofthe  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

These  conditions  were  complied  with,  and  the  trust  is  now  in 
a course  of  execution  under  the  agency  of  R.  Wilson,. cashier, 
and  will  continue  so  until  the  creditors,  whose  interest  it  is  the. 
duty  of  the  trustee  to  protect,  shall  direct  otherwise.  In  the 
meantime  they  may  be  assured  that  every  exertion  which  it  is 
possible  to  make,  shall  be  made  to  place  before  them,  as  early 
as  practicable,  a true  statement  of  the  situation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  decide  upon 
future  proceedings:  and  I beg  them  also  to  be  assured  that  it  is 
my  anxious  desire  that  they  shall  select  some  suitable  gentle- 
man to  co-operate  with  me  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
trustee  as  early  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

I am  aware  that  rumors  have  been  put  into  circulation,  but 
by  whom  or  for  what  purpose  I know  not,  that  I have  a person- 
al interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  or  that  I am 
in  some  way  implicated  with  the  in.«titution,  or  with  its  presi- 
dent, and  I deem  the  present  a proper  occasion  to  say,  at  once, 
for  the  purpose  of  .silencing  a rumor  so  offensive,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  my  feelings,  that  I am  not  now,  nor  have  I 
ever  been  since  the  year  1804  or  180.5,  interested  in  that  bank  to 
the  value  of  one  dollar,  either  as  an  owner  of  stock,  or  a bor- 
rower from  it,  and  that  there  is  not  now  nor  ever  has  been  ahy 
connection  in  trade  or  business  between  the  president  of  that 
bank  and  myself.  That  I have  never  known  anything  more 
of  the  business  and  transactions  of  that  bank  th.an  I have  known 
of  that  of  all  the  other  banks  in  Baltimore,  nor  even  as  much, 
with  the  exception  of  its  applications  to  the  president  and  di- 
rectors ofthe  Union  bank  of  Maryland  for  occasional  facilities, 
by  the  discount  of  paper  within  the  la.«l  four  months,  to  relieve 
it  from  temporary  pressures  for  coin.  I am,  respectfully, 

THOMAS  ELLICOTT,  frusfee. 

March  Wth,  1884. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 


*The  23d  being  Sabbath. 


Si 
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To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Marvlnnd. 

The  coniinittee  appointed  piirsiianl  to  a restjliuion  adopted  at 
a meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Mart  land,  held  at  the 
Exchange  on  Friday  last,  the  28th  iilt.  beg  leave  to  report; 

That  the  president  and  directors  of  tlie  bank  of  Maryland 
having  determined  to  suspend  the  operations  of  that  institution, 
executed  on  the  23d  of  March  an  assignment  of  all  the  corporate 
property  in  trust  for  th^  equal  henetit  of  the  creditors;  which, 
having  for  its  object  the  protection  of  the  effects  of  the  hank 
abroad  from  attachments,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
a proper  and  judicious  measure.  Looking,  however,  among 
other  considerations,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  trust  created  by 
that  assignment,  the  committee  deemed  it  proper  that  two  per- 
sons should  be  associated  as  co-trustees  with  Mr.  Thomas  Elli- 
eott;  and  after  due  deliberation  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  their 
appointment,  passed  the  following  resolution: — 

“jRcro/red,  That  this  meeting  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
a trustee  to  be  associated  with  Thomas  Kllicott  in  the  affairs  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  that  Stevenson  Archer  and  Thomas 
B.  Dorsey  be  requested  to  select  another  trustee  to  act  with 
said  Ellicott  and  the  trustee  of  this  committee;  and  in  case  the 
said  Archer  and  Dorsey  differ  in  the  selection  of  a trustee,  that 
they  have  power  to  call  in  a third  person  to  decide  between 
them.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  !VIessrs.  John  B.  Morris  and 
Rickard  TV.  Gill  have  been  appointed  co-trustees  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellicott,  and  having  signified  their  acceptance,  will  en- 
ter upon  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  soon  as  practicable. 

This  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report,  that  previous  to 
the  appointment  of  these  two  gentlemen,  the  following  resolu 
tions  were  passed,  and  have  been  communicated  to  the  trus- 
tees:— 

^‘■Resolved,  That  the  compensation  to  which  said  trustees 
shall  be  entitled  shall  be  fixed  from  time  to  time  as  the  trust 
progresses,  by  the  judges  of  Baltimore  county  court,  or  any  two 
of  them. 

‘‘Resolved,  That  said  trustees  be  authorised  and  required  to 
deposiie  the  moneys  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  as  they  shall  he 
received,  and  such  as  are  now  on  hand,  with  and  amongst  such 
of  the  creditor  chartered  banks  of  the  city,  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  claims,  as  shall  agree  to  pay  such  interest  on  all 
sums  so  deposited,  as  the  trustees  shall  think  proper. 

“Resolved,  That  Robert  W^ifson,  esq.  cashier  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  as  a suitable  assist- 
ant to  them  in  adjusting  the  affairs  of  the  institution.” 

The  committee,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  further  to  state  to 
the  creditors,  that  from  the  progress  which  they  understand  has 
already  been  made,  there  is  a reasonable  prospect  that  the  af- 
fairs of  the  bank  of  Maryland  will  he  brought  to  a speedy  settle- 
ment. The  trustees  will,  no  doubt,  prepare  as  soon  as  possible 
a statement  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  bank,  to  be  laid  before 
the  creditors  for  their  information. 

Bv  order  of  the  committee. 

ALEX.  BROWN,  cAairman. 
Charles  C.  Harper,  secretary. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 
governor’s  message. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  assembly: 

Since  my  communication  to  the  legislature  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session,  the  unusual  derangement  of  the 
business  operations  of  the  community  has  been  such,  as  in  my 
judgment  to  render  it  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  subject. 

It  was  not  then  perceived  that  the  order  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, directing  the  accruing  receipts  of  the  public  moneys 
to  be  deposited  in  the  local  banks  instead  of  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States,  could  essentially  interrupt  the  business  transactions  of 
the  community;  nor  is  it  now  supposed  that  any  necessary  con- 
nexion exists  between  that  act,  and  the  present  state  of  com- 
mercial embarassment. 

Although  it  was  known  thatthe  bank  of  the  United  States  had 
commenced  a rapid  curtailment  of  its  debt  anterior  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  government  upon  the  deposites,  and  had  actually  re- 
duced it  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  during  the  sixty  days 
previous  to  the  first  of  October,  when  the  order  of  the  secretary 
took  effect;  yet  as  the  government  ha'd  directed  the  change  to 
be  made  in  a manner  best  calculated  to  avoid  any  pressure 
upon  the  bank  or  injury  to  the  community,  it  was  not  rea- 
sonable to  stippose  that  the  occasion  would  have  been  seized 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  an  unnecessary  shock  to  business,  much 
less  of  exciting  a causeless  panic.  Certain  it  is,  however,  that 
since  the  ch.^nge  referred  to,  such  lias  been  the  attitude  assum- 
ed by  that  institution  in  regard  to  the  local  banks,  that  the  latter 
are  unable  to  afford  to  the  community  those  assurances  of 
future  accommodations,  which  are  so  essentially  necessary  to 
inspire  confidence  among  business  men  in  entering  into  new 
enjpgements. 

The  partisans  of  that  institution,  and  certain  presses  devoted 
to  its  recharter,  by  .systematic  and  persevering  efforts  in  dis- 
seminating distrust  of  the  credit  of  our  moneyed  institutions, 
particularly  those  of  this  state,  of  the  credit  of  individuals,  of 
the  resources  of  the  country,  and  its  ability  to  meet  the  crisis; 
and  by  endeavoring  to  fasten  public  opinion  upon  this  act  of  the 
government  as  the  cause  of  all  the  depression  which  has  been 
experienced,  as  well  as  that  which  is  daily  predicted  and  held  up 
to  tb«  public  view  in  a distorted  and  exaggerated  form;  have 


also  produced  an  excitement  among  the  business  community, 
calculated  essentially  to  aggravate  the  pressure,  and  prolong  iia 
existence. 

Looking  at  the  immense  w’ealth  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try— presenting  externally,  as  indicated  hy  the  course  of  ex- 
change, an  appearance  of  prosperity  unknown  for  many  years, 
and  internally,  until  within  a short  period,  the  smiie  favorable 
appearance,  as  indicated  by  abiirnlant  crops,  fail  prices,  active 
nn-rcaniile  and  manufacturing  npi'raiions;  it  appears  to  be  im- 
possible that  the  exi.'ting  state  of  things  should  have  sprung 
from  a cati.<e  so  inadequate  as  the  mere  subsniiition  of  one 
place  for  another  as  the  depOfitory  of  the  accruing  receipts  by 
the  government. 

Although  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  effected  us  it  was  pros- 
pectively, and  operating  u(ion  the  funds  in  hand,  not  hy  wrth- 
drnwing  the  whole  suddenly,  but  gradually,  as  the  wants  ofthe 
government  requirerl,  furni.-hed  of  itself  no  suffii  i ent  cause  for 
the  results  which  in  point  of  lime  havri  followed  it.-  yet  it  is  said 
that  its  operation  has  been  to  derange  the  currency,  to  destroy 
confidence,  and  thus  to  produce  the  present  embarrassment. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  much  of  the  pressiii  e upon  the 
money  market  has  been  occasioned  by  the  destruction  of  confi- 
dence, but  it  i.s  not  ea.sy  to  perceive  how  that  is  to  In  charged  aa 
the  necessary  consequence  of  the  action  of  the  government. 
It  is  the  consequence  of  the  attitude  assumed  hy  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  towards  otlier  baiik.s — an  attitude  not  neces- 
sary, although  its  advocale.s  attempt  to  justify  it,  either  as  a 
measure  of  retaliation  upon  the  government,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  compelling  those  institutions  to  surrender  or  to  i efuse  to  ac- 
cept the  public  deposites. 

Nor  i.s  it  easy  to  perceive  how  the  action  of  the  government 
should  of  necessity  derange  the  currency  or  the  commercial 
operations  of  the  cnunlry,  through  the  medium  of  domestic  ex- 
changes. The  ability  of  the  bank  to  conduct  all  ordinary  bu- 
siness, has  not  heen  essentially  impaired,  and  its  iiinount  of 
discounted  bills  of  exchange  is  at  this  moment  as  large  or  about 
as  large  as  it  ever  has  been.  Whtilever  inconvenie.tice.«  may 
have  resulted  from  its  refusal  latterly  to  furnish  dr.iughts  at 
sight  hrlweeu  it^  different  offices  at  the  tisual  rates,  (uml  these 
inconveniences  undoubtedly  have  been  great),  woui'd  seem, 
therefore,  to  be  of  its  own  creation,  or  the  result  of  t.hat  posi- 
tion in  regard  to  the  other  banks  which  it  has  chosen  to  assume. 

It  is  believed  that  the  principal  causes  of  the  present  embar- 
rassment have  no  essential  connexion  with  the  removal  of  the 
deposites. 

In  December,  1830,  the  bank  of  the  L’^nited  States  commenc- 
ed a rapid  increase  of  its  loans  and  circulation,  and  continued 
augmenting  them  until  May,  1832,  having  within  that  period 
added  about  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  to  its  accommoda- 
tions to  the  public,  and  over  four  millions  to  its  notes  in  circu- 
lation. The  necessary  consequence  ofsuch  a large  and  sudden 
increase  of  facilities  to  business  men,  was  to  encourage  a cor- 
responding liberality  on  the  part  of  the  local  banks,  over  action 
in  trade,  and  to  stimulate  to  excess  the  indirstry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country.  At  all  events,  since  that  period,  foreign  commercial 
operations,  domestic  trade  and  manufactures,  speculations  in 
stocks,  lands  and  produce,  have  been  carried  on  to  an  extent 
and  upon  a scale  before  entirely  unknown. 

The  policy  of  contraction  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  which  im- 
mediately followed  this  unexampled  expansion,  had  scarcely 
been  commenced  when  the  tariff  law  of  July,  1832,  went  into 
effect,  the  operation  of  which,  with  its  subsequent  modification, 
was  well  calculated  to  develope  the  injurious  consequences  of 
the  overtrading  which  had  preceded. 

Under  the  former  law,  duties  to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen 
millions  annually,  accrued  upon  imports  at  the  port  of  N.  York, 
the  payment  of  which  was  secured  by  bonds  payable  at  different 
periods,  some  as  long  as  eighteen  months.  As  the  merchandise 
was  generally  sold  by  the  importer,  soon  after  the  execution  of 
his  bond  for  the  duties,  it  is  obvious  that  the  credit  afforded  by 
the  government,  was  to  him  equivalent  to  so  much  capital  until 
the  time  of  payment  should  arrive.  Before  this  time  a fresh 
importation  enabled  him  to  create  a new  credit,  and  thus  a very 
large  amount  of  capital  was  constantly  in  use  among  those  en- 
gaged in  commercial  pursuits. 

The  law  of  July,  1832,  considerably  reduced  the  amount  of 
duties,  while  that  of  1833,  operated  still  further  to  diminish  the 
capital  of  the  importer  thus  derived  from  government  credits, 
by  admitting  many  new  articles  to  the  free  list,  hy  shortening 
the  bonds  in  some  cases,  and  by  substituting  cash  payments  on 
many  articles  subject  to  duty. 

This  law  took  effect  on  the  fourth  of  .March,  1833,  and  during 
the  past  year  the  bonds  of  the  preceding  have  been  falling  due, 
while  the  shortened  bonds  and  cash  duties  have  created  an  ad- 
ditional demand  for  money,  thus  casting  upon  the  importer  the 
burthen  of  repaying  the  capital  formerly  loaned  to  him  by  the 
government,  and  also  of  paying  the  cash  duties  required  upon 
his  recent  importations.  It  has  heen  estimated  that  the  effect 
of  this  iaw  has  been  equivalent  to  the  withdrawal  from  cein- 
mercial  investments  of  from  twelve  to  thirteen  millions  of  ca- 
pital. 

The  depressed  rate  of  foreign  exchange  also,  although  an  in- 
dication favorable  to  the  general  condition  of  ihecoHotry,  has  it 
is  understood,  prevented  the  drawing  of  considerable  sums  of 
money  from  Europe,  the  proceeds  of  produce  as  well  as  of 
stocks  sold  abroad. 

These  causes,  together  with  the  rapid  curtailment  of  ite  debt 
by  the  United  States  bank,  between  the  1st  days  of  August  and 
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December,  amounting  to  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  all 
operating  upon  a state  of  trade  unusually  and  extravagantly  ex- 
tended, are  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  account  for  most  of  tlie 
distress  iiitbertu  experienced. 

The  severity  of  the  pressure  in  New  York,  has  undoubtedly 
iieeu  very  tnubh  mitigated,  by  placing  the  public  deposites  in 
^he  local  banks,  which  have  thereby  been  enabled  to  discount, 
«nd  have  actually  discounted  upwards  of  four  millions  more 
than  they  otl^erwise  could  have  done. 

And  as  theicharter  was  soon  to  expire,  and  the  bank  had  ac- 
tually commenced  its  curtailments  some  time  previous  to  the 
.action  of  thel government,  that  action  would  seem  to  have  been 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  public,  so  far 
as  the  funds  of  the  government  would  afford  the  means.  This 
aaeasure,  however,  which  as  we  have  seen,  involved  no  ne- 
cessary destruction  of  individual  confidence  or  credit,  no  neces- 
sary derangqinent  of  ordinary  commercial  operations,  much  less 
any  necessity  for  the  panic  which  has  followed,  has  furnished  to 
the  bank  the  pretext  for  placing  itself  in  a new  and  menacing 
attitude,  anrd  to  its  partisans  the  occasion  of ‘wantonly  sporting 
with  the  fears  of  the  timid,  the  standing  of  the  weak,  the  stabili- 
ty of  the  currency,  and  the  credit  of  our  moneyed  institutions. 

This  corporation,  brought  into  existence  for  the  purpose  of 
subserving;  the  general  good,  (if  for  any  justifiable  purpose), 
4seems  to  be  bending  the  whole  of  its  prodigious  energies  towards 
compellingl  the  people,  by  force  of  pecuniary  suffering,  to  ac- 
jtnowledge  the  necessity  of  its  recharler. 

Our  constituents  have  distinctly  expressed  their  unbiassed 
Judgment  upon  the  question  of  recharter;  and  I cannot  doubt 
that  they  possess  sufficient  patriotism  to  meet  any  crisis,  which 
the  controversy  may  produce,  and  that  in  the  maintenance  of 
principles  of  vital  importance  to  themselves  and  to  posterity, 
they  will  be  ready  to  endure  any  pecuniary  privation,  rather 
than  sribmitto  the  dictation  of  a great  moneyed  power. 

From  recent  debates  in  the  national  legislature;  from  the  tone 
of  the  presses  which  advocate  the  cause  of  the  bank;  from  the 
language  of  public  meetings;  from  the  organizations  of  party;  and 
from  other  indications  too  plain  to  be  mistaken,  the  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  bank  seem  to  be  directed  especially  against  the 
moneyed  institutions  and  the  business  relations  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  Under  such  circumstances,  1 deem  it  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  state,  to  put  forth  its  energies  to  aid  these  in- 
.^titutions  in  the  struggle,  and  to  protect  its  citizens  from  op- 
pression. Connected  as  these  institutions  are,  with  the  indus 
try  and  prosperity  of  the  state,  all  classes  of  our  constituents, 
whether  agricultural,  mercantile  or  manufacturing  are  equally 
interested  in  their  welfare. 

I am  furnished  by  the  bank  commissioners,  with  a statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  banks  subject  to  their  supervision  on  the 
fourth  of  March  instant,  by  which  it  appears  that  their  circula- 
tion had  been  diminished  since  the  first  day  of  January  la.«t, 
more  than  three  millions  of  dollars;  and  that  the  country  in 
stitutious,  or  those  located  out  of  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Albany,  while  they  had  reduced  thejr  loans  and  discounts  only 
about  $600,000,  had  reduced  their  circulation  about  two  millons 
of  dollars.  The  entire  resources  of  the  country  banks  on  the  4ih 
of  March,  excluding  the  bank  fund,  amounted  to  $21,984,000, 
and  their  entire  liabilities  to  $12,462,000.  Notwithstanding  the 
redemption  between  tho.^e  dates,  of  about  two  millions  of  their 
paper,  the  reduction  of  the  specie  was  less  than  $25,000:  and 
their  immediate  means  of  redemption,  consisting  of  specie  at 
home  and  funds  on  deposite  in  Albany  and  New  York,  subject 
to  be  drawn  at  sight,  amounted  to  more  than  thirty  five  per 
cent,  of  their  whole  circulation. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  the  banks  themselves  are  concerned,  I 
entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt,  either  of  their  present  or  future 
ability  to  meet  any  crisis  that  can  occur;  but  under  a state  of 
tilings  which  may  be  imagined,  a proper  regard  for  their  own 
«afety,  may  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  afford  those  accom- 
modations to  the  public,  which  its  interests  may  require. 

The  bank  of  the  United  Stales  fias  recently  declared  its  in- 
tention to  continue  its  curtailments,  but  in  what  ratio  we  know 
not.  It  probably  has  due  to  it  in  this  state  about  seven  mil- 
lions; and  what  portion  of  this  amount  our  citizens  may  be  call- 
ed upon  to  pay  before  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  cannot 
now  be  determined.  If  this  amount  shall  be  called  in  rapidly, 
our  banks  must  necessarily  strengthen  themselves  by  calling  in 
a portion  of  their  debt;  and  thus  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  if  it  should  have  the  disposition,  to 
occasion  serious  embarrassment  to  all  classes  of  the  community, 
unless  the  legislature  make  some  suitable  provision  to  guard 
against  such  a result. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  by  several  intelligent  and  practi- 
cal gentlemen  from  the  city  of  New  York,  for  whom  and  for 
whose  opinion  I entertain  the  highest  respect,  and  who,  I am 
sure,  were  governed  by  no  motives  of  individual  interest  in  the 
matter,  that  the  establishment  of  a large  banking  institution  in 
that  city  was  called  for  at  the  present  time.  A capital  of  eight  or 
ten  millions  was  mentioned:  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  state 
should  take  one  half,  and  pay  for  it  by  a state  stock,  bearing  an 
interest  of  four  or  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at  the  expiration  of 
thecharter;  the  balance  of  stock  to  be  distributed  by  commis- 
eionsrs  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  and  senate,  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  should  be  thought  best;  the  state  to  appoint  its 
share  of  directors;  the  rate  of  discount  to  be  fixed  at  six  per  cent, 
and  if  deemed  proper,  the  surplus  profits  over  six  or  seven  per 
cent,  per  annum  to  be  paid  into  the  state  treasury;  the  institu- 
tion to  issue  no  notes  under  twenty  dollars,  and  in  other  re- 


spects to  be  made  subject  to  the  general  laws  of  the  state,  re- 
serving to  the  legislature  the  usual  right  to  modify  or  repeal  the 
charter. 

It  was  urged  that  the  stock  issued  by  the  state  might  readily 
be  disposed  of  in  Europe  for  specie,  and  that  such  a charter 
would  furnish  a sufficient  inducement  to  insure  the  necessary 
subscriptions  for  the  residue  of  the  capital;  that  such  an  insti- 
tution would  be  able  to  take  the  debt  now  due  to  the  United 
States’  bank  in  this  state,  whenever  it  should  be  called  in;  to 
furnish  the  requisite  facilities  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
city  of  New  York  in  the  discount  and  collection  of  domestic 
exchange;  to  acquire  a character  in  Europe  which  would  eii.a- 
ble  it  to  sustain  mercantile  credit  in  limes  of  revulsion  in  trade; 
and,  in  short,  to  exercise  a healthful  influence  over  all  the  di- 
versified interests  of  that  great  city,  and  consequently  over 
every  branch  of  industry  throughout  the  state. 

Although  many  of  the  advantages  anticipated  from  an  insti- 
tution of  such  a character,  might  and  probably  would  be  realiz- 
ed, there  are,  nevertheless,  objections  to  this  proposition,  of  se- 
rious if  not  preponderating  weight.  It  is  deemed  by  many  to 
be  objectionable  in  principle,  for  any  government  to  engage  in 
the  ordinary  pursuits  of  individual  enterprise.  Such  an  institu- 
tion, possessing  ample  powers  over  the  currency  of  the  slate, 
which,  properly  directed,  might  be  productive  of  salutary  effects, 
might  also,  by  a misdirection  of  its  efforts,  be  equally  capable 
of  producing  serious  and  extensive  injury.  It  might  in  its  ad- 
ministration be  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of  political  power, 
and  thereby  be  in  danger  of  becoming  an  engine  wielded  to  sub- 
serve the  interests  of  a party.  It  might,  by  the  acquisition  of 
political  influence,  paralyze  the  controlling  power  reserved  to 
the  legislature;  it  might,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  this  influ- 
ence, openly  take  the  field  of  party  politics,  and  exhibit  the  dis- 
gusting spectacle,  with  which  we  are  already  too  familiar,  of  a 
large  moneyed  corporation  arrayed  in  political  opposition  to  the 
government  of  the  country. 

Unless,  therefore,  such  an  institution,  or  one  of  a somewhat 
similar  character,  should  be  found  indispensably  necessary  to 
enable  us  to  counteract  a greater  evil,  I should  be  unwilling  to 
hazard  so  dangerous  an  experiment. 

It  has  occurred  to  me,  that  a remedy,  as  well  for  the  existing 
evil,  as  for  the  inconvenience  which  may  in  any  event  result 
from  the  withdrawal  of  the  capital  now  employed  by  the  bank 
in  this  stale,  may  be  provided,  by  the  issue  of  a stale  stock,  if 
necessary,  to  the  amount  of  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars,  and 
by  increasing  the  ability  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York 
with  loans  of  this  stock,  in  such  manner  as  would  be  perfectly 
safe  to  the  state,  and  at  the  same  lime  enable  them  to  extend 
their  accommodations  so  as  to  supply  the  amount  of  capital  to 
be  withdrawn  by  the  branch  in  that  city.  It  is  due  to  the  city 
banks  to  say,  that  this  suggestion  does  not  proceed  from  them; 
they  have  thus  far  sustained  themselves  with  creditable  ability, 
and  feel  a perfect  confidence  in  their  resources  to  do  so  under 
any  emergency  that  may  happen;  but  the  suggestion  is  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  whole  community,  by  sustaining  the  markets 
for  our  agricultural  and  manufactured  productions,  and  giving 
activity  and  vigor  to  commercial  enterprise. 

Should  this  measure  be  adopted,  the  necessity  will  .at  once  be 
perceived  of  imposing  upon  certain  persons  to  be  designated  by 
the  legislature,  the  power  and  rasponsihility  of  carrying  it  into 
effect.  Ample  provision  should  be  made  to  secure  the  regular 
payment  of  interest,  and  the  ultimate  redemption  of  the  stock 
by  the  banks  to  which  the  loans  may  be  made,  so  that  the  state 
will  neither  be  subject  to  inconvenience,  nor  incur  any  respon- 
sibility beyond  the  loan  of  its  credit  to  stable  and  well  conduct- 
ed institutions.  It  may  also  be  necessary  to  provide^  that  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  loans  to  the  banks,  they  shall  possess 
the  power  of  discounting  upon  them  as  upon  so  much  addition- 
al capital,  without  allowing  them  to  extend  their  circulation 
beyond  the  limits  now  prescribed  by  law.  The  banks  in  New 
York,  from  their  position,  must  necessarily  meet  and  sustain 
the  first  shock  of  any  pressure  upon  the  money  market,  and  by 
strengthening  them  therefore,  we  aid  every  branch  of  industry 
throughout  the  stale.  A depression  in  the  city  necessarily  af- 
fects prices  in  the  country,  and  operates  to  the  injury  of  tho 
agricultural,  as  well  as  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  in- 
terests of  the  whole  state.  Should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  a 
portion  of  this  stock  might  be  disposed  of,  and  the  avails  loaned 
in  the  different  counties  of  the  state  through  the  agency  of  the 
county  loan  officers,  as  has  heretofore  been  done  on  several  oc- 
casions, to  the  great  relief  of  the  community. 

It  is  not  doubted  that  the  state,  by  the  loan  of  its  credit  in 
some  such  manner,  may,  without  incurring  any  loss  or  incon- 
venience, do  much  to  sustain  the  great  interests  of  the  people, 
if  the  necessity  for  it  should  arise;  and  I cannot  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  measure  would  meet  with  their  cordial 
approbation. 

Being  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  energies  and  resources  of 
this  state,  will  enable  it  to  bear  up  against  any  temporary  de- 
pression of  business  which  can  be  anticipated;  that  in  this  des- 
perate struggle  by  a great  moneyed  power  to  perpetuate  its  owt» 
existence  by  the  force  of  its  pressure  upon  the  community,  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  will  be  found  to  rise,  regardless  of  mere 
pecuniary  sacrifices;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  stale  to  stand 
forth  in  its  strength,  and  by  the  use  of  its  credit  and  the  s.anc- 
tion  of  its  name,  to  shield  its  institutions  and  its  citizens  from 
harm;  I commit  the  entire  subject  to  your  deliberate,  considera- 
tion. W.  L.  MARCY. 

Albany,  March  23,  1834. 
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The  present  sheet  contains  important  notices  of  tl)e 
proceedings  of  the  liouse  of  representatives,  in  relation 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, final;  though  strongly  indicative  of  what  may  be 
expected  when  other  questions  on  the  same  subject  shall 
be  raised. 

The  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  were  ingeniously  prepared.  The 
leading — and,  indeed,  as  we  esteem  it,  the  only  question 
that  naturally  offei’ed  itself  for  presentation,  was  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  sufficiency  of  the  reasons 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites.  But  this  was  rather  evaded  than  de- 
cided, unless  indirectly;  and,  mixed  up  with  other  things, 
the  votes  given  are  calculated  to  make  erroneous  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

A call  for  the  previous  question  being  seconded  and 
enforced,  116  to  107,  the  pending  amendments  were  cut- 
off, and  others  were  not  admissible.  That  this  forcing 
of  the  question,  and  on  the  day  that  it  was  forced,  had 
been  agreed  upon,  seems  undoubted — for  the  result  con- 
summated, it  was  freely  said,  in  advance,  would  be  at- 
tempted. Several  of  the  members,  however,  were  not 
in  the  secret— and  so  missed  an  opportunity  to  record 
their  votes. 

The  main  question,  “that  the  public  deposites  ought 
not  to  be  restored”  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  118  to 
103— as  will  be  seen  in  a subsequent  page.  Those  con- 
cerning the  recharter  of  the  bank,  and  the  appointment 
of  a committee  to  investigate  its  proceedings,  &c.  do  not 
settle  any  thing.  There  are  several  against  the  rechar- 
ter who  would  vote  for  the  bank,  or  a bank,  with  a mo- 
dified charter;  but  the  naked  question  was  presented 
as  to  a renewal  of  the  present  charter,  and,  explanations 
not  being  permitted,  they  were  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  main  question  was  decided  on  party  grounds. 
The  distinguished  member  from  New  York,  Mr.  Law- 
rence, the  candidate  of  the  party  for  mayor  of  that  city, 
has  said,  as  we  see  it  published  in  the  papers — 

“The  motion  to  return  the  deposites  is  justly  considered  an 
attack  upon  the  president,  and  it  is  resisted  on  that  account!^’ 

And  we  have  hardly  yet  met  with  an  intelligent  mem- 
ber of  the  party,  however  much  opposed  to  the  bank, 
from  constitutional  principles  or  otherwise,  who  has  not 
admitted  that  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was  wrong; 
but  most  of  them  said,  “the  president  must  be  support- 
ed!” We  shall  recur  to  these  matters  at  a future  day. 

The  question  on  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old 
bank  of  the  United  States  was  made  a party  one  by  the 
“democrats  of  ’98,”  because  of  a very  generally  enter- 
tained belief,  (whether  well  or  ill  founded  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  inquire),  that  it  granted  or  refused  its  accom- 
modations to  individuals  in  proportion  to  their  zeal  for 
or  against  the  “federal”  party.  Such  was  the  general 
belief  But  until  the  assault  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States  on  the  present  bank,  who  ever  suspected 
that  it  meddled  in  politics?  Did  not  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
vice  president,  even  so  late  as  1826,  with  Mr.  Butler, 
the  present  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Marcy,  the  present  governor  of  New  Yoi’k,  and  others 
of  the  highest  class  of  present  politicians,  earnestly  en- 
treat the  bank  to  establish  a branch  at  Albany?  Would 
they  have  asked  the  location  of  a “monster”  in  the  midst 
of  them  ? Had  it  ever  been  said  that  political  party  in- 
fluenced the  appointment  of  directors  of  the  bank,  or  its 
offices?  Was  not  the  generally  acting  president  of  the 
bank,  in  the  absence  of  IMr.  Biddle,  until  lately  a “Jack- 
son  man?”  Are  there  not  “.Jackson  men”  even  yet  in 
all  the  offices?  Indeed  we  are  informed  that,  in  several 
of  them,  a majority  were  “Jackson  men,”  at  tlie  time  of 
their  appointment,  and  perhaps,  vet  remain  so,  except  on 
Vol.  XLVl-Sis.  7. 


this  weighty  question!  How  was  it  in  “democnttic” 
Pennsylvania  less  than  two  years  ago?  Every  bo«Iy  was 
in  favor  of  the  bank!  How  with  gov.  Jfo//‘8o’ine  months 
ago?  The  bank  had  not  a better  friend  than  he  was! 
And  so  w e might  go  on  for  an  hour — but  it  is  unnecessa- 
ry. It  is  president  JqcA'so?!  w ho  has  caused  the  results  on 
the  bank  questions  to  be  made  thro’  the  force  of  political 
parly.  ^I'he  bank,, admitting  all  that  is  said  to  be  true, 
has  not,  in  our  opinion,  expended  so  much  money  in  de- 
fending herself,  as  has  been  expended  at  the  late  election 
held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  alone,  by  persons  holding 
offices  there,  that  the  “spoils  of  victory”  may  be  and  re- 
main with  them. 

The  question  even  concerning  the  reneioal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank,  was  not  made  a party  one,  until  forced 
by  the  president’s  veto.  The  bill  to  renew  it  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  3d  July,  1832,  107  to  85, 
many  of  the  most  sturdy  and  “entire”  friends  of  the  pre- 
sident voting  for  it,  having  passed  the  senate  on  the  11th 
of  the  preceding  month  28  to  20,  Messrs.  Dallas,  Wil- 
kins, &c.  in  the  affirmative.  In  both  houses  there  were 
large  Jackson’'  majorities.  The  veto,  however,  came, 
(the  act  of  one  man  against  such  decided  votes  in  both 
houses),  on  the  lOlh  July — and  then,  ybr  the  first  time,  did 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  begin  to  assume  a political  charac- 
ter, so  far  as  the  “Jackson”  or  “anti-Jackson  parties” 
were  concerned.  And  in  further  proof,  yet,  even  yet, 
Messrs.  Dallas  and  Wilkins  voted  to  pass  the  bank  bill, 
the  veto  of  the  ])resident  notwithstanding,  though  as 
thorough-party  men  as  any  in  congress,  in  pursuance  of 
the  almost  unanimous  instructions  of  both  branches  of 
the  “democratic”  legislature  of  Pennsylvania!  And  it 
will  be  recollected,  that,  only  about  thirteen  months  ago, 
and  in  1833,  the  house  rejected  a proposition  to  sell  the 
stock,  and  declared  that  it  was  a safe  depository  of  the 
public  money — which,  however,  was  withdrawn  by  the 
president,  six  or  seven  months  afterw  ai  ds — to  wit,  on  the 
1st  October,  1833. 

The  “experiment”  gathers  strength  as  it  proceeds — 
distress  is  heaped  on  distress,  loss  upon  loss,  and  bank- 
ruptcy on  bankruptcy — without  one  ray  of  hope  to  cheer 
a suffering  people,  unless,  in  the  majesty  of  their  ow'n 
strength,  they  shall  arise  and  aivest  the  downward  course 
of  things.  We  have  advices  of  the  stopping  of  many  ad- 
ditional factories,  of  the  discharge  of  many  working  peo- 
ple in  numerous  employments,  and  of  a daily  increasing 
pressure  for  money — though  much  specie  is  now  being 
imported,  at  a ruinous  rate,  and  in  sacrifices  of  property 
tliat  will  not  be  easily  recovered;  and  yet  this  specie 
seems  as  if  it  served  only  personal  purposes — not  re- 
lieving (he  general  want  of  money,  because  of  the  general 
want  of  confidence.  A severely  reduced  business  and 
the  ruin  of  business-men,  with  the  non-employment  of 
the  laboring  classes,  is,  certainly,  reducing  the  demand 
for  money  on  business  paper  at  the  banks — but  what  are 
to  be  the  everts  of  such  reductions?  Let  reflecting  men 
think  of  them ! 

Evil  reports  are  started  as  to  the  condition  of  many  of 
the  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  &c.  and  runs  have 
been  made  upon  them,  w ithout  reasonable  cause.  But 
the  Washington  city  papers  have  the  following  official 
announcement  of  the  failure  of  another  bank.  I'he  effect 
is,  that  the  notes  of  all  the  District  banks  are  refused  in 
this  city,  for  the  present. 

The  hank  of  Washington  announces  to  the  public  its  inability 
to  continue,  for  the  present,  specie  payments.  In  adopting  this 
necessitous  ’and  tinpleasant  course,  the  directors  confidently 
assert,  that  the  affairs  of  the  institution  are  safe,  and  capable  to 
meet  all  its  ensiagements.  Under  the  general  distrust  which 
prevails,  the  bank  is  reluctantly  compelled  to  declare  its  inabi- 
lity longer  to  discharge  its  engagements,  for  the  present,  in  gold 
and  silver.  It  will  proceed  to  collect  its  means  as  fast  as  the 
times  will  authorise,  and  faiily  and  fully  pay  all  its  creditors; 
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uud  ill  tliiL'i,  entire  eunfidenee  may  be  reposed.  By  tlie  uiiani 
moils  Older  oC  the  board,  II.  C.  Wexghtman,  cashier. 

.^pril  11,  1834. 

We  have  always  understood  that  this  bank  was  i>ru- 
denlly  managed — but  banks  are  like  individuals.  Nei- 
ther properly  nor  credit  avails  much,  in  this  season  of 
pressure;  ami  many  that  could  have  [raid  their  debts  ten 
dollars  for  one,  a year  ago,  are  now  hard  put  to  it  to  pay 
them  at  all. 

(>l^Tlie  following  .article  was  prepared  for  last  week’s  Re 
GiSTER — but  deferred  for  want  of  room. 

It  is  a great  misfortune  that  the  question  as  to  a resto- 
ration of  the  public  de[iositeS  was  suffered  to  run  into 
that  concerning  a renewal  of  the  ciiarter  of  the  present 
bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  llie  will  of  the 
friends  of  a national  bank  that  it  siiould  have  been  so; 
but  the  other  party,  in  pursuit  of  its  original  design  to 
destroy  the  present  bank,  witli  a general  view,  perhaps, 
to  the  establishment  of  a political  one,  forced  the  con- 
nexion, and  the  removal  of  the  deposiles,  by  the  presi- 
dent, rallied  this  parly,  and  pushed  it  into  action  against 
the  currency  of  the  country.  And  if  this  shall  not  prove 
sufficient,  the  power  of  the  veto  is  held  in  reserve! 

Some  gentlemen  have  said  that  a restoration  of  tlie  de- 
posites,  without  a renewal,  or  extension,  of  the  charter 
of  the  bank,  would  do  no  good.  With  certain  of  these 
we  feel  great  delicacy  in  dissenting — but  still  must  dis- 
sent. A simple  restoration  of  the  deposiles  might  not 
much,  if  any,  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  money  market 
by  enabling  tlie  bank  to  discount  more  freely — but,  serv- 
ing as  a pledge  that  the  hank  would  not  be  ilisturbed  in 
its  rightful  and  necessary  operations,  though  a resolution 
be  manifest  that  it  shall  die  a natural  death  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term  of  its  charter,  the  bank  will  calculate 
her  means  and  freely  use  tiiem,  with  greater  safely  to  her- 
self, and  the  great  effect  be  a restoration  of  public  coxfi- 
BEXCE,  which  would  relieve  the  present  sudden  and  se- 
vere pressure,  and  enable  persons  in  business,  also,  to 
make  calculations  on  their  means,  with  a view  to  a libe- 
ral use  of  them  for  the  time  being,  and  a gradual  gather- 
ing-in of  them  as  future  circumstances  should  indicate 
the  necessity  of  doing.  But,  without  such  restoi’ation,  the 
war,  as  it  may  well  be  called,  of  “the  government'’ 
against  the  bank,  by  compelling  the  bank  to  defend  her- 
self, and  each  of  lier  brandies,  (not  knowing  where  an 
assault  may  be  made),  so  acts  and  must  act,  for  self-pre- 
servation, as  to  forbid  full  confidence  in  money  transac- 
tions, until,  perhaps,  the  last  yeai*  in  which  it  will  be  per- 
mitted to  do  business  in  winding  up  its  concerns;  and  we 
see  no  possible  way  in  whicli  this  state  of  things  can  be 
speedily  and  safely  changed,  in  the  relations  at  present 
existing  between  the  government  and  the  bank:  for  those 
causes  which  forbid  the  free  operations  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  affect  all  the  stale  banks  in  the  same 
manner — and  the  possessor  of  the  best  paper  which  can 
be  made  has  no  certainty  that  he  can  obtain  an  accommo- 
dation upon  it,  as  heretofore.  And  although  it  is  the 
fashion  to  accuse  the  bank  of  the  U.  States  of  causing 
the  pressure,  though  as  we  have  said  in  another  place, 
the  line  of  its  discounts  has  not  been  so  much  reduced  as 
the  line  of  its  deposiles,  since  October  last*' — the  truth  is, 
that  the  state  banks,  in  general,  and  other  money-lend- 
ing institutions,  have  reduced  their  discounts  at  a more 
rapid  rate.  And  in  gov.  JVlarcy^s  late  message  it  is 
stated  that  the  67  banks  in  New  York,  under  charge  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  safely  fund,  have  reduced  their 
circulation  three  millions,  since  the  1st  of  January  last! — 
but  the  circulation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is 
greater  now  than  it  was  in  October. 

The  action  of  “the  government”  against  the  bank  be- 
gan in  the  president’s  message  to  congress  of  7th  Dec. 

•Loans,  Oct.  1,  1833,  60,094,202 

April  1,  1834,  54,806,817 


Reduction  of  Ioann, 
Duposites,  Oct.  1,  1833, 


“ April  1,1834, 
Reduction  of  deposiles, 


$5,287,385 

public,  9,868,435 

private,  8,008,882 


17,877,297 

public,  2,932,866 

private,  7,166,228 

10,099,004 

$7,778,203 


1829.  It  was  even  then  thought  by  him  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  a winding-up  of  its  affairs  should  be  looked 
to— and  yet  the  bank  is  blamed  for  the  pressure,  because 
of  a present  curtailment  of  its  discounts  at  a less  rale  than 
the  curtailment  of  its  deposites!  Wbat  CG7i  be  done  by 
the  bank  to  appease  its  enemies!  There  is  no  pleasing-— 
either  by  discounting  freely, or  in  withholding  discounts! 

It  was  said  to  be  an  unsafe  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, and  is  yet  cliarged,  on  high  authority,  with  having 
an  ability  to  relieve  the  money  market,  and  of  refusing 
to  do  it! 

Such  wretched  inconsistencies  in  times  of  less  excite- 
ment than  the  present,  would  cause  one  to  suspect  the 
sanity  of  those  who  are  guilty  of  them.  Yesterday,  the 
bank  was  “a  reptile  to  be  crushed  at  wiir — to  day,  it  is  a 
'^monster,’’  and  its  president  the  '■'■moneii-king!^' 

But  this  is  manifest,  that,  w ithout  a restoration  of  the 
public  deposites,  and  of  the  public  coxfibence  which 
would  flow  from  that  measure,  the  present  evils  must  be 
increased,  so  far  as  they  shall  depend  upon  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank — for,  having  no  favor  to  expect  of  “the 
government,”  it  must  begin  a serious  reliremenl  of  its 
business.  On  the  first  of  March  last,  its  discounts 
amounted  to  56  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  then  had  48 
months  only  to  close  its  affairs,  being  allowed  2 years  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  charter  for  that  purpose.  To 
meet  the  case  the  discount  line  must  be  reduced  nearly 
$1,200^000  a month,  or  exactly  fourteen  millions  a vear, 
for  these  4 years.  Has  any  one  calculated  the  effects  of 
such  a reduction?  From  whence  w ill  the  needful  supply 
of  “money”  he  obtained?  The  sujiply  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed, without  great  public  and  private  sacrifices  of  proper- 
ty or  credit.  Indeed,  we  fear  that  it  cannot  he  olitained 
at  all  in  “money”  to  be  regarded  as  the  equivalent  of  coin. 
But,  if  in  this  pressure  the  bank  shall  force  the  payment 
of  the  debts  due  to  it,  what  will  result? 

With  a restoration  of  the  deposites,  in  our  humble  opi- 
nion, this  great  good  might  be  accomplished,  without 
any  regard  to  a renewal  of  the  charter,  or  the  establish- 
ment of  another  national  hank — The  bank,  for  its  O'wn 
interest,  would  endeavor  to  collect  its  debts  with  all  pos- 
sible rapidity  consistent  with  a due  regard  for  the  conve- 
niency,  or  solvency,  of  its  debtors;  and  if,  towards  the  ex- 
piration of  the  lime  allowed  for  closing  its  concerns,  it 
should  appear  that  its  debts  cannot  be  collected  without 
causing  great  public  distress,  a brief  indulgence  might 
be  expected  as  to  time,  in  the  same  manner  and  spirit  as 
the  hank  shall  feel  it  necessary  to  indulge  her  debtors. 
But  as  things  are,  and  without  a restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, the  hank  cannot  hope  for  any  such  indulgence  on 
the  part  of  “the  government,”  nor  extend  its  indulgence 
to  others. 

As  to  the  public  deposites — the  sum  of  them  may  not 
long  be  a matter  of  much  importance  to  the  bank  or  the 
])uhlic,  speaking  of  them  w ith  regard  to  their  amount  in 
dollars,  only. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  some  months  ago,  we  laugh- 
ed at  the  fears  of  the  -wise  ones,  as  to  the  vast  heaps  of  mo- 
ney that  would  remain  locked  up  in  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  selected  hanks!  Certain  of  these 
wise  ones,  we  think,  in  about  September  last,  apprehend- 
ed that  some  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars  would 
remain  as  surplus  funds,  and  they  did’nt  “know  what  in 
the  mischief”  to  do  with  them ! We  told  them  to  “keep 
cool”— but  were  thought  reckless  when  we  suggested  it 
as  being  within  the  range  of  possibility,  that  the  calls 
upon  the  treasury,  in  tiic  year  1 834,  might  not  be  satisfi- 
ed as  they  ouglil,  without  borrowing  money!  Well- 
soon  after  we  had  the  president’s  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  session  of  congress,  and  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury’s annual  report,  both  of  which  contained  exhorta- 
tions to  keep  down  the  amount  of  the  appropriations, 
shewing  it  was  probable  that  it  would  be  “touch  and  go” 
between  the  expenditures  and  the  receipts,  and  that  a 
small  balance  of  available  funds  only  would  remain  iu 
the  treasury.  The  Tvise  ones  rubbed  their  eyes,  and  read 
these  parts  of  the  message  and  report  twice  over,  and 
wondered  and  wondered,  saying  “how  can  this  he?” 
We  had  stated  why  it  would  or  might  he — but  were  not 
“democratic”  enough  to  he  believed;  it  then  being  the 
will  of  the  party  that  the  jieople  .should  he  alarmed  at  the 
excess  of  money  tliat  must  remain  idle  in  the  treasury! 
Tlie  reason  of  things,  with  the  increased  expenditures. 
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and,  in  some  cuses,  prodigal  uses  of  the  public  money 
(instance  in  the  post  office  department),  were  all  disre- 
garded— the  people  were  to  be  vuide  to  believe  that  tlie 
treasury  would  become  oppressive  by  its  repletion! 

We  have  recurred  to  this  subject  on  seeing  the  follow- 
ing statement  in  tlie  ncwsiiapers: 

Tlie  revenue  of  Uonton  from  January  1st  to  December  3Ist, 
183^,  was  §y5,4’24,839  36;  from  January  1st  to  December  31sl, 
1833,  $3,895,036  71.  Tlie  revenue  arising  on  mercliamlise  im- 
poricd  from  January  1st  to  March  31st  of  this  year,  $6-12,200  00 
— during  the  same  lime  last  year,  $913,600  00.  The  number  of 
foreign  arrivals  up  to  March  31si,  1834,  150;  during  the  same 
time  last  year,  153— the  number  of  foreign  clearances  for  the 
same  lime  this  year  170 — the  clearances  last  year  during  the 
corresponding  lime,  was  158. 

This  shews  a reduction  of  tlie  revenue  at  Boston,  1832 
being  compared  with  1833,  in  the  sum  of  1,529,803  dol- 
lars; and  yet  further  a reduction  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1834  compared  with  that  of  1833,  of  271,400  dollars,  or 
at  the  rale  of  $1,085,600  for  the  yeai- — which  if  maintain- 
ed, will  give  only  $2,809,430  in  1834,  to  be  compared 
with  $5,424,839,  in  1832— difference  $2,615,409. 

An  important  report  of  the  state  of  the  United  States 
bank,  on  the  1st  of  April,  has  been  made.  It  shew's  that 
tlie  bank,  instead  of  acting  to  increase  the  pressure,  has 
acterl  to  relieve  it — the  line  of  the  discounts,  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  deposiles,  being  reduced  nearly 
three  millions  less  since  the  1st  October,  1833!  And  also 
shewing  that  the  present  state  of  the  balances  with  the 
state  banks  was  2,195,489  dollars  on  the  1st  instant,  in 
favor  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  bank,  how- 
ever, is  about  to  begin  a reduction  of  its  discounts. 
This  report  was  received  too  late  for  tlie  present  num- 
ber of  the  Recisteii. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of  representatives,  on 
Tuesday  last,  refused  h ave  to  print  an  amendment  to  the 
appropriation  bill,  offered  by  Mr.  Vaiice,  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  many  officers  of  the 
United  States,  (beginning  with  the  the  president,  and 
ending  with  the  tide  waiters,  including  clerks  in  all  pub- 
lic offices,  and  agents  and  sub-agents  of  all  sorts),  thirty- 
three  percent.  For  the  leave  105,  against  it  67 — two- 
thirds  being  required,  the  leave  was  not  granted.  See 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  present  is  an  auspicious  season  for  this  glorious 
“retrenchment!”  The  “East  Room”  ts  furnished — the 
bare  mention  of  which  a few  years  ago,  threw  all  the 
friends  of  economy  into  “the  horrors,”  though  a wilful 
falsehood — and  we  see  it  stated  that  plates  of  gold  are 
used  at  Washington;  and  now  let  us  have  a little  of  the 
long  and  loudly  promised  “reform!”  A reduction  of 
thirty-three  percent,  on  the  salaries  of  the  army  of  public 
officers,  would  be  of  infinite  service  in  purging  the  poli- 
tical atmosphere,  and,  we  hope,  will  be  effected.  We  do 
not  see  why  these  sliould  be  set  aside  as  a privileged  class, 
a peculiar  people,  rioting  on  the  distress  of  tlie  farmers  and 
mechanics  and  other  honest  men,  and  insulting  honorable 
labor  in  the  “spoils”  made  upon  it.  It  would  also  tend  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  our  elections,  or  at  least  diminish 
the  amount  of  frauds  committed.  We  have  seen  it  re- 
peatetlly  said  that  these  highly  favored  persons  have  been 
sometimes  assessed  as  high  as  10  per  cent,  on  their  sala- 
ries for  electioneering  purposes,  and  compelled  to  jiay  it, 
under  the  fear  of  being  dismissed!*  Now  the  full  hat- 
talion  employed  at  the  N.  York  custom  house,  (323  men), 
receive  340,000  dollars  a year — 10  per  cent,  on  which, 
for  obtaining  or  making  votes,  is  34,000  dollar.s;  but  if 
their  aggregate  salaries  be  reduced  onc-third,  or  to 
227,000  dollars,  the  election  money,  at  the  same  rale  of 
assessment,  will  amount  only  to  22,700  dollars!  How 
many  perjuries  may  be  prevented  by  this  retrenchment! 
In  Baltimore,  the  pay'  of  the  custom  house  officers  is 
only  about  $45,000 — and  some  of  them,  we  are  certain, 
do  not  submit  to  the  assessment  above  staled;  but  others 
are  exceedingly  busy  in  all  electioneering  matters,  and 
appear  to  spend  money  freely.  We  may  see  how  it  will 
be  under  a thirty-three  and  a third  percent,  reduction  of 
their  salaries.  But  e\en  tlien  a few  of  them  will  pos- 
sibly receive  from  10  to  20  dollars  an  hour,  for  every 
hour  actually  employed  in  the  business  of  the  customs. 

*Soine  few  liovvever.  to  tlieir  honor  he  it  said  we  are  sure 
have  refused  to  pay  liieir  asscssuient  for  corruption. 


The  appreciated  value  of  money  will  justify  the  pro- 
posed reductions* — and  if  '■^we  the  people'’*  must  suffer 
under  “the  experiment,”  let  the  public  officers  partake 
of  our  fare;  let  the  same  measure  be  meted  to  them 
which  is  meted  to  us.  If  this  matter,  shall  fail  in  the 
house,  it  will,  ctrlainly,  pass  the  senate,  through  the 
able  siqiport  of  col.  Benton,  in  that  body — without  it, 
he,  surely,  will  not  vole  for  any  appropriation  bill. 

We  heartily  thank  Mr.  Faiice  for  his  amendment  of- 
fered to  the  apiiropriation  bill,  as  above  state tl.  A mighty 
good  will  be  f-ffected  by  its  passage;  and  we  have  a sti  ong 
hope  that  it  will  b- , or  that  the  bill,  itself,  will  fail\  The 
times  require  energy,  and  it  will  not  be  wanting.  Under 
such  a reduction  of  salaries,  ihe  ins  will  be  less  zealous 
to  retain  what  they  have,  and  outs  less  anxious  to  get 
their  noses  into  the  public  trough;  and  the  people,  less 
disturbed  by  the  squealings  ot  both  parties,  the  grunters 
here  and  the  grunters  lliere,  will  more  quietly  attend 
to  their  own  business,  and  more  clearly  discern  the  true 
interests  of  the  country.  'I'lie  proposed  reduction  is  also 
just.  The  salaries  were  increased,  some  years  ago,  be- 
cause of  the  depreciated  value  of  money,  compared  w ith 
the  cost  of  subsistence,  &cc.  and  now  ought  to  be  reduced 
on  account  of  the  appreciated  value  of  money.  The  wa- 
ges oi  working  people  have  fallen,  or  will  fall,  more  than 
one-lhird — and  so  should  the  wages  of  the  public  officers. 

We  noticed  some  time  ago,  the  presentation  of  a me- 
morial to  congress,  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  de- 
posites,  signed  “by  sundry  merchants  and  traders  from 
the  interior  of  the  United  Slates  then  [1st  March,  1834] 
in  Philadelphia.”  Asa  matter  of  information,  and  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  number  of  such  merchants  sometimes  pre- 
sent in  Philadel[)liia  and  other  cities,  it  may  be  mention- 
ed, that  the  number  of  the  signers  of  this  memorial  is 
about  280;  but  what  allowances  should  be  made  for  others 
who,  thougn  then  in  the  city,  either  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity to  sign  or  refused  to  sign  this  memorial,  we  cannot 
pretend  to  guess. 

The  residences  of  the  gentlemen  are  given,  and  the 
following  is  their  distribution,  viz:  Kentucky  125,  Mis- 
souri 23,  Tennessee  21,  Ohio  44,  Pennsylvania  10,  Illi- 
nois 5,  Virginia  6,  Indiana  17,  Louisiana  1,  Mississippi, 
7,  Alabama  5,  Connecticut  2,  New  York  2,  Delaware  1, 
Massachusetts  1,  North  Carolina  2,  Georgia  1,  &c. 

The  particulars  of  the  instruction  to  Isaac  JVIcKim, 
esq.  one  of  the  Maryland  delegation  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, will  be  found  in  a subsequent  page.  To 
the  best  of  our  recollection,  this  is  the  first  regular  trans- 
action of  its  kind  that  has  happened — wherein  a large 
majority  of  the  bona  fide  voters  of  a district  have  so  act- 
ed. It  is,  on  this  account,  specially  worthy  of  a record. 
The  “instruction”  was  presented  to  Mr.  ]McKim  oil 
'riiursday  last  week,  and,  though  it  was  a matter  of  consi- 
derable notoriety  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  force 
a decision  on  the  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  on  the  following  day, 
through  the  agency  of  the  previous  question,  he  so  lap 
respected  the  voice  of  his  constituents  as  to  decline  vot- 
ing, and  to  proceed  to  Baltimore,  for  a more  close  inves- 
tigation of  the  facts  stated.  On  the  list  of  names  are 
hundreds  of  persons  who  voted  for  Mr.  McKim — but 
who  hafl  not,  at  that  time,  appreciated  the  eflect  of  a re- 
moval of  the  public  deposiles. 

W’^e  copy  ihe  report  of  the  joint  committee  of  the  le- 
gislature of  New  York,  on  %u\.J\larcy's  special  message, 
inserted  in  our  last,  with  the  bill  annexed — which  we 
suppose  has  become  a law.  The  opponents  of  this  law 
say  that  it  “mortgages”  tlie  state;  and  the  10th  section 
looks  very  inuch  like  it.  We  think  that  we  never  before 
knew  a similar  principle  recognized.  If  the  money,  or 
credit,  borrowed,  is  not  |»aid  by  the  borrowers,  it  seems 
that  the  deficit  is  to  be  made  up  by  a geiu  ral  tax  on  the 
county  in  which  the  deficiency  happens,  with  interest  and 
costs!  Those  concerned  will  refer  to  it,  and  see  if  our 
reading  is  a correct  one. 

fTlie  project  is  also  to  reduce  the  pci  dicni  of  nieinbeis  of  con- 
gress from  ? to  G dollars. 
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Mr.  Wise  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Virginia,  has  addressed  a brief  letter  to  his  con- 
stituents, on  account  of  his  absence  when  the  votes  on  the 
resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means  were  taken  on  the  4th  inst. 

He  says  that  he  had  proceeded  to  Baltimore  to  meet  his 
family— they  had  not  arrived  as  he  expected,  and  he  re- 
mained to  receive  them,  not  apprehensive  that  the 
Zaw”  would  so  soon  be  again  applied.  He  adds,  that  if 
he  had  been  present,  he  should  have  voted  against  the 
previous  question,  and  for  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wilde, 
declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in- 
sufficient, &c.  if  the  previous  question  had  not  been” car- 
ried— that,  though  he  disapproves  of  the  charter  of  tiie 
present  bank,  he  “should  have  voted  against  the  Isit  re- 
solution of,  the  committee,  declaring  “that  the  bank:  of 
United  States  ought  not  to  be  rechartered,”  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  the  bank  should  be  rechartered  under 
various  modifications.” 

Adding — • 

I should  have  voted  against  the  second  resolution  declaring 
“that  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored,”  &c.  and 
against  the  third,  declaring  that  the  state  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  places  of  deposite,”  &c.  and  I should  have 
voted  for  the  fourth  resolution,  ordering  an  investigation  into  the 
conduct  and  concerns  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  an 
inquiry  into  its  alleged  corruptions,  abuses  arid  malpractices, 
not  only  because,  if  such  corruptions,  abuses  and  malpractices 
exist,  I wish  them  exposed  and  corrected,  but  mainly  because  I 
desire  all  the  light  to  be  revealed  which  can  possibly  be  shed  on 
this  vexed  subject,  that  we  may  see  and  remedy  the  defects, 
and  know  and  avoid  the  dangers  of  this  present  bank  and  its 
administration,  in  creating  any  similar  institution  which  may 
hereafter,  and  which  1 hope  will  hereafter,  be  incorporated. 

Having  thus  discharged  a duly  to  myself  in  warding  otf  any 
unjust  imputation  which  miglit  have  been  made,  of  skulking 
from  my  post  in  times  like  these,  when  the  country  expects 
“every  man  to  do  his  duty,”  and  my  duty  to  you  by  putting  you 
in  possession  of  my  votes  and  opinions  which  were  concealed 
by  my  absence,  I will  conclude  by  saying,  that,  though  the  laws 
and  the  constitution  be  hard  pressed  upon  by  abuses  of  the 
powers  of  government,  tolerated  by  a blind  party  spirit,  yet  there 
is  a rebounding  elasticity  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  which 
will  react  and  restore  all  things  to  their  wonted  equilibrium. 
The  people  must  guard  and  preserve  that  spirit  now,  by  their 
own  vigilance  and  majesty. 

Under  a due  sense  of  responsibility  and  obligation,  I am,  fel- 
low citizens,  your  humble  servant,  Henry  A.  Wise. 

Washington,  April  5,  18.34. 

Mr.  Turner,  one  of  the  delegation  from  Maryland  in 
congress,  and  representing  Baltimore  and  Hartford  coun- 
ties, has  addressed  a letter  to  the  public  wherein  he  speaks 
freely,  and  well,  of  some  remarks  in  the  ^^government 
paper he  calls  the  “Globe,”  in  which  he  has  been 
treated  with  much  disrespect,  for  his  vote  on  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 
The  time  was,  when  the  official  paper,  conducted  by 
gentlemen,  however  much  its  editors  might  differ  in  opi- 
nion with  members  of  congress  on  particular  points,  ne- 
ver forgot  the  courtesy  due  to  the  honorable  place  held 
by  them,  unless  in  personal  defence,  and  not  often  even 
under  such  circumstances— but  now  any  refusal  to  go  all 
lengths  with  “the  government”' — >seems  a sufficient  jus- 
tification for  the  editor  of  the  official  print  to  treat  mem- 
bers of  congress  as  he  would  a political  opponent  at  a 
gathering  of  persons  in  a (x)  roads  tavern,  at  night. 

Mr.  Turner  states  that  he  always  thought  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  would  be  productive  of  ruinous  conse- 
quences— that  the  measure  was  “a  I'ash  experiment,” 
and  that,  though  he  had  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the 
present  chief  magistrate,  he  could  not  sustain  him  in  this 
proceeding.  He  also  says  that  though  he  unhesitatingly 
voted  against  a renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  present 
bank,  he  would  vote  for  a national  bank,  modified  and 
improved,  &c. 

Mr.  Heath,  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  voted  with 
Mr.  Turner,  on  the  naked  proposition  concerning  the 
recharter  of  the  bank — but  would  renew  its  charter,  we 
understand,  with  certain  modifications.  The  screxvs  of 
the  previous  question,  however,  and  the  address  of  the 
anti-bank  committee,  in  framing  and  dove-tailing  the  re- 
solutions, forbade  an  explanation,  and  causes  the  vote  on 
this  question  to  appear  in  a false  light. 

The  “Alexandria  Gazette,”  with  reference  to  the  late 
speech  of  Mr.  McDuffie,  gives  us  to  understand  that  he  t 


announced  a determination  to  retire  from  public  service, 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wilde'^s  speech  in  the  house  of  representatives,  in 
favor  of  a restoration  of  the  public  deposites  fills  the  four 
capacious  pages,  (less  one  column,  of  the  “National  In- 
telligencer”), of  Wednesday  last  week!  It  concludes  as 
follows — 

We  are  told  this  “experiment”  will  not  be  abandoned  wbat. 
ever  may  be  the  consequences,  until  it  has  been  tried  and  fails. 

And  what  sort  of  experiment  is  iU  The  president  has  the  agri- 
culture, commerce,  manufactures  and  constitution  of  the  coun- 
try with  a large  portion  of  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of  twelve 
millions  of  people  in  his  crucible.  It  is  on  the  subterranean  fire 
of  the  palace,  and  we  can  all  discern  through  the  smoke,  whal 
aleheniyst  it  is,  that  promises  to  extract  a metallic  currency 
out  of  misery,  and  ruin,  and  to  restore  the  golden  age.  The 
cries  of  the  wretches  whose  subst.ance  is  consuming  in  this 
witches  caldron,  are  drowned  by  the  attendant  spirits  in  bursts  of 
mocking  laughter,  mixed  with  taunts  and  bitter  irony.  One 
gibbering  elf  traces  a caricature  upon  the  walls,  and  calls  it 
“panic  day.”  a voice  of  unearthly  music,  sweet  and  scornful 
as  the  accents  of  Archangel  ruined,  rings  in  the  sufferer’s  ear® 
the  scoffing  exhortation,  “groan  sinners  groan!”*  while  the 
guardian  angels  of  the  treasury,  unable  to  be  heard  amid  the 
din,  hold  up  a mighty  tcroll  labelled  “bank  investigation.” 

Perhaps  no  two  other  persons  in  the  United  States 
stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  worthy  and  intelligent 
men,  than  James  Madison  and  William  White.  The  first 
is  the  father  of  our  constitution,  and  entered  the  84th 
year  of  his  age  on  the  16th  of  March  last.  The  second 
is  the  father  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Ame- 
rica, being  its  first  bishop,  and  said  also  to  be  the  oldest 
Protestant  bishop  living,  entered  his  87th  year  on  the  4th 
instant.  Though  the  bodily  strength  of  these  illustrious 
men  (as  well  as  that  of  judge  Marshall,  who  must  be 
placed  in  their  rank),  is  much  lessened,  their  power  of 
mind  does  not  appear  to  be  diminished.  It  would  be 
worth  a journey  from  Boston  to  Washington,  to  see  the 
three  named  all  together!  Such  a trio  of  talent  and  cha- 
racter and  goodness,  has  not,  perhaps,  ever  yet  met. 

We  have  only  a few  and  partial  returns  of  the  Virginia 
elections.  So  far  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  mate- 
rial change  in  the  political  character  of  the  members  of 
the  legislature  chosen.  We  shall  have  many  returns  for 
our  next. 

The  New  York  local  or  town  elections  have  just  been 
or  are  about  to  be  held.  In  the  opposing  accounts,  it  is 
hard  to  ascertain  the  truth' — but  it  would  appear  that 
there  has  been  a great  rallying  against  the  general  admi- 
nistration, and  that  of  the  state  government.  We  shall 
know  the  real  state  of  things  in  a few  days,  the  N.  York 
city  election  for  mayor,  &c.  being  now  over. 

The  New  York  city  election  for  mayor,  aldermen,  he. 
commenced  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  continued  on 
Wednesday  and  concluded  on  Thursday.  We  cannot 
know  the  result  until  this  evening  (Saturday),  and;  of 
course,  too  late  for  this  paper.  We  have  some  account 
of  what  happened  on  Tuesday,  and  as  late  as  ^ past  I 
o’clock  on  Wednesday,  which  we  shall  briefly  notice. 

It  rained  heavily,  and  sometimes  in  torrents,  on  Tues- 
day, but  it  had  no  effect  to  reduce  the  temperament  of 
the  people,  and  the  extraordinary  number  of  20,257 
votes  were  polled  on  that  day,  being  6,416  more  than 
was  polled  on  the  1st  day  in  1832,  and  3,000  more  than 
in  the  three  days  of  the  November  election,  183.3. 

From  what  we  have  heretofore  briefly  mentioned,  our 
readers  will  have  entertained  some  idea  of  the  arrange- 
ment, resolution  and  energy  of  the  parties  to  this  con- 
test— but  the  reality  has  gone  far  beyond  any  thing  that 
we  expected.  The  parties  seem  to  have  been  engaged 
in  a death  struggle:  the  public  officers  and  all  their  depen- 
dents, with  the  friends  of  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments, on  the  one  side — and  the  merchants  and  traders, 
and  mechanics,  and  opponents  of  the  general  and  state 
governments,  on  the  other.  Business  of  all  sorts  was 
nearly  suspended- — at  12  M.  the  flag  of  the  union  was 
hoisted  each  day  on  the  exchange,  the  building  was  then 
deserted,  and  the  stores  in  all  parts  of  the  city  generally 
closed,  tliat  every  man  might  go  to  the  polls! 


*Mf.  Forsyth^  in  llie  scjialc. 
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At  most  of  the  wards  in  which'  the  anti-Jackson  men 
expected  a majority,  the  election  proceeded  as  peaceably 
as  could  have  been  hoped  in  such  a state  of  excitement — 
but  in  the  6th  and  11th  wards  there  was  much  violence 
and  confusion.  The  former  has  sometimes  been  called  the 
office-holders  ward,  being  the  residence  of  many  of  them, 
and  the  latter  is  thought  to  be  the  strongest  in  their  fa- 
vor. In  the  6th,  “the  party”  commenced  with  a general 
attack  on  the  committee  room  of  their  opponents,  and 
possessed  themselves  of  it,  tearing  down  the  banners,  and 
destroying  the  ballots,  &c.  Many  were  armed  with 
bludgeons,  and  some  with  knives.  They  were  headed  by 
an  ex-alderraan— and  knocked  down  about  20  persons, one 
man  was  reported  killed,*  and  several  injured,  one  so 
much  so  that  he  was  carried  off  lifeless,  but,  recovering, 
he  again  took  his  place  at  the  polls.  The  mayor  was  call- 
ed upon  for  aid,  but  said  that  he  could  not  render  it,  all 
his  force  being  already  on  duty.  In  this  emergency,  a 
meeting  was  called  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  and  four  thou- 
sand “Whigs”  attended  it.  Gen.  Robert  Jioq-ardus,  was 
called  to  the  chair  and  the  following  resolutions  passed: 

Whereas  the  authority  of  the  police  of  the  city  has  been  set 
at  deflanee  by  a band  of  hirelings,  mercenaries  and  bullies  in 
the  6th  ward,  and  the  lives  of  our  follow  citizens  put  in  jeo- 
pardy; ^nd  whereas  it  is  evident  that  we  are  in  a state  of  an- 
archy which  requires  the  prompt  and  efficient  interposition  of 
every  friend  of  good  order  who  is  disposed  to  sustain  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws — therefore  be  it 
Resolved,  That  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city,  and 
especially  of  the  6th  ward,  the  friends  of  the  constitution  and 
the  liberties  of  the  citizen,  will  meet  at  this  place,  (Masonic 
Hall>,  to-morrow,  (Wednesday  at  half  past  seven  o’clock,  and 
repair  to  the  6th  ward  poll,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  open 
to  ALL  VOTERS  Until  such  time  as  the  official  authorities  may 
“procure  a sufficient  number  of  special  constables  to  preserve 
the  public  peace.” 

^‘Resolved,  That  while  at  the  6th  ward  poll,  those  who  are 
not  residents  thereof,  will  not  take  any  part  in  the  election,  but 
simply  act  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  unlW  such  times  as  the 
MAJESTY  OF  THE  LAWS  Shall  be  acknowledged  and  respected,” 

Various  other  proceedings  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  peace  were  had— and  many  special  constables  ap- 
pointed on  the  ensuing  morning,  &c.  A large  meeting 
was  again  held  at  the  Masonic  Hall  at  ^ past  7,  A.  M. 
on  Wednesday,  when  it  was  plainly  to  be  seen  that  order 
would  be  preserved  by  the  application  of  force,  if  need- 
ed. Particular  bodies  of  men  were  rallied  and  prepared, 
and  the  mayor,  sheriff,  &c.  exerted  themselves,  being  in 
attendance  at  the  6lh  ward;  and,  though  another  great 
effort  was  made  to  bring  about  a general  riot,  and  many 
stones  were  thrown  and  bludgeons  used,  the  force  pre- 
sent put  it  down,  and  at  1 o’clock  (Wednesday),  the  polls 
were  of  easy  access  to  voters.  Several  rioters,  (chiefly 
Irishmen),  were  arrested  and  sent  to  prison — though  vio- 
lent attempts  to  rescue  them  were  made,  in  wiiich  per- 
sons, who  ought  to  be  regarded  as  gentlemen,  were  con- 
cerned. But  they  were  defeated. 

At  tlie  11th  ward  the  “Jackson”  men  had  two  private 
entrances  to  the  poll  rooni,  which  they  exclusively  used 
for  their  own  friends,  blocking  up  the  public  entrance! 
These  proceedings  caused  a great  excitement — and  mea- 
sures were  taking  to  have  the  private  entrances  closed. 

Several  persons  appear  to  have  been  stabbed — one  of 
them  it  was  feared  would  die,  being  struck  in  the  bowels. 

The  estimates  as  to  the  state  of  the  polls  before  the 
ballots  are  counted,  cannot  to  be  relied  on — and  both  par- 
ties suppose  that  they  have  the  majority. 

P.  S.  We  have  accounts  from  New  York  to  A past  1 
o’clock  on  Thursday.  At  about  12  o’clock,  a large  body 
of  Irishmen,  armed  with  bludgeons  and  stones,  marched 
in  a body  to  attack  the  anti-Jackson  committee,  meeting 
in  the  Masonic  Hall ! The  mayor,  sheriff,  &c.  with  a 
strong  posse  of  constables,  repaired  to  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion. The  mayor  held  up  his  staff,  and  commanded  the 
peace — ^but  was  answered  with  a shower  of  stones  and 
other  missiles.  The  herd  rushed  on — the  mayor  and 
sheriff  were  assailed — 'numbers  of  ruffians  rushed  into 
the  hall,  and  put  the  defenceless  committee  to  rout — 
they  fled  for  their  lives!  They  knocked  down,  and  are 
believed  to  have  killed  several  persons  in  the  street! 
The  mayor  was  badly  injured.  After  this,  the  mob  at- 
tempted to  gain  the  arsenal — but  the  citizens  anticipated 
them,  and  kept  them  off;  and,  at  the  latest  moment  of  our 

*He  was,  however,  yet  living,  at  the  latest  date. 


advices,  the  officers  at  the  arsenal  -were  passing  out  arms 
to  the  citizens,  to  suppress  the  riotei's. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  account — hastily  written, 
and,  no  doubt,  under  much  excitement.  The  stores  in 
Broadway  were  closed — and  the  riot  continued,  to  end 
we  know  not  how.  Several  peace  officers  were  much 
hurt. 

On  the  second  day  9,271  additional  votes  were  polled. 

The  present  governor  of  Connecticut,  Mr.  Edwards, 
was  elected  last  year  by  tlie  “Jackson”  party  in  the 
state;  but,  from  the  accounts  before  us,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  (anti-Jackson)  at  present  a member  of  con- 

gress, has  ousted  Mr.  E.  with  a majority  unprecedented 
since  the  rise  of  present  parties  in  that  state,  ll  is  said 
that  only  one  “.Tackson  man”  has  been  returned  to  the 
state  senate,  and  that  the  house  of  representatives  will 
be  from  two-thirds  to  five-sixths  anti-Jackson. 

In  JVeto  York  and  Coimecticnt  the  term  “whigs”  is 
now  used  by  the  opponents  of  the  administration  when 
speaking  of  themselves,  and  they'  call  the  “Jackson  men” 
by  the  offensive  name  of  “tories.” 

It  is  reported  that  major  Eaton  has  been  nominated  go- 
vernor of  Florida,  in  the  place  of  gov.  Duval;  and  inti- 
mated that  Andrew  Stewart,  one  of  the  Pennsyhania  de- 
legation in  congress,  will  probably  be  chosen  president 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  in  the  place 
of  major  Eaton,  resigned. 

A consider.able  subscription  has  been  made  in  New 
York  for  the  relief  of  the  Polish  exiles,  who  have  arrived 
in  that  city.  One  person  unknown  contributed  $200. 

There  was  a drawing  room  held  at  St.  James’  palace, 
on  tlie  24th  Feb.  last,  the  anniversary  of  the  queen’s  birth 
day.  It  was  numerously  attended,  and  the  ladies  were 
splendidly  dressed,  kc.  The  queen,  the  queen  that  is 
to  be,  (the  princess  Victoria, )and  her  mother,  the  duchess 
of  Kent,  rvere  -wholly  dressed  in  articles  of  British  mami- 
facture.  They  are  “tariffites!” 


It  appears  from  the  official  papers  that  the  extra  allow- 
ances made  by  the  post  master  general,  in  the  last  four 
years,  amount  to  (he  enormous  sum  of  $1,515,589!  The 
distribution  of  this  money  is  not  less  remarkable  than  its 
amount,  as  tlie  following  summary  statement  will  shew: 

States  and  territories.  aPPropriated  under  the  title 

of  extras  to  mail  contractors, 

Maine, $7,529  60 

New  Hampshire, 1,520  00 

Vermont, 1,480  00 

Massachusetts, 4,248  64 

Connecticut, 3,478  80 

New  York, 8,650  08 

New  Jersey, 37,552  00 

Pennsylvania, 158,133  20 

Delaware, 6,304  00 

Maryland, 94,853  28 

Virginia, 315,414  60 

North  Carolina, 112,036  48 

South  Carolina, 62,448  32 

Georgia, 144,974  84 

Florida, 5,190  72 

Alabama, 186,822  68 

Mississippi, 3,618  56 

Louisiana, 5,040  00 

Ohio, 92,518  .56 

Kentucky, 72,850  72 

Tennessee, 41,380  32 

Indiana, 95,379  84 

Illinois 39,369  56 

Missouri, 4,360  96 

Arkansas, 10,434  08 


Total,  $1,515,580  84 

To  pay-off  the  post  office  debts  and  relieve  it  from  its 
present  bankruptcy,  we  understand  that  a curtailment  of 
these  extra  alloivances  loill  be  model  For  instances,  Ree- 
side  w ill  be  cut-down  73,693  dollars  in  4 years!  Stock- 
ton  and  Neil  63,920  dollars!  Porter  & Co.  67,776  dol- 
lars! and  so  on. 
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Tlie  cholera  has  reappeared  at  Mem])his,  Ten.  aiid  in 
certain  parts  of  Kentucky,  IScc.  anti  on  board  some  of  the 
steamboats — so  say  several  of  the  western  newspapers. 

It  is  reported  at  New  York,  that  the  Brandywine  fri- 
gate will  soon  proceed  from  that  port  for  Norfolk,  from 
whence  she  will  take  out  “Mr.  Spf'aker'"  Stevenson  as  our 
minister  to  England,  and  thence  proceed  to  her  station 
in  the  Pacific.  We  have  only  just  heard  that  Mr.  S.  has 
been  nominated  to  the  senate — the  result  has  not  yet 
reached  us.  We  did  hope  that  the  ]n-actice  of  taking 
members  of  congress  from  their  places  to  fill  offices  in 
the  gift  of  the  executive,  would  not  be  preserved  in. 

A1.EX.4.NDER  Brown.  We  noticed  the  decease  of  this  much 
valued  citizen  in  the  last  Register— of  whom  the  “American” 
of  the  5th  instant,  says — “A  circumstance  has  been  mentioned 
to  us  which  illustrates  in  a striking  manner  the  liberal  character 
of  the  deceased.  After  the  sifting  of  the  committee  of  the  cre- 
ditors of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  on  'f  ne.sday  evening  last,  Mr. 
Browtif  in  the  course  of  a conversation  on  the  moneyed  distress 
of  the  times  with  one  of  the  members — an  old  personal  frietid — 
remarked  with  much  emphasis,  that  “he  would  not  permit  one 
solvent  merchant  in  Baltimore  to  fail.”  I’he  same  nicht  he 
was  attacked  with  the  illness  which  caused  hi.s  death,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  had  his  valuable  life  been  spared,  his  ample 
wealth  would  have  been  freely  employed  in  the  noble  purpose 
which  he  then  avowed. 

Labor  IN  the  penitentiaries.  Great  complaints  are  made 
of  the  interference  of  the  labor  of  criminals  w-ith  that  of  honest 
men,  and  they  are  just;  but  the  way  to  relieve  them  does  not 
seem  clear  to  us.  As  we  have  several  times  said,  we  think 
that  the  penitentiary  system  has  failed  to  effect  the  re/ormaf ion 
hoped  for  by  it— but  rogues  must  be  punished,  nr  at  least  with- 
^ield  from  society,  shall  they  be  subsisted  without  labor,  orhow 
shall  we  employ  thein.^ 

The  following  statement  of  the  number  of  convicts  and  their 
employment  in  the  Sing  Sing  prison,  in  October,  1830, extracted 
from  the  report  of  the  inspectors,  was  lately  published  iu  se- 
veral ol  the  New  York  daily  papers: — 

40  locksmiths;  .56  blacksmiths,  grate  makers,  &c.  99  shoe 
makers;  56  weavers  and  tailors:  11  silk  hatters,  to  which  more 
is  added  now;  174  coopers;  22  assistant  coopers;  15  laborers;  76 
quarry  men;  18  cooks  and  bakers;  45  masons  and  stone  cutters, 
working  on  work  shops;  15  waiters  and  tenders;  22  men  in  hos- 
pital. Total  649. 

The  pmvisions  for  649  men,  agreeable  to  the  report,  does  not 
exceed  cents  per  day.  The  whole  cost  for  .sustenance,  cloth- 
ing and  keeping  each  convict  will  not  exceed  12  cents  per  day. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  lOfh  March , inclusive, 

GREAT  PRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

A serious  riot  recently  occurred  in  Liverpool  between  the 
Leinster  and  Ulster  Irish  factions.  They  had  previously  fought 
three  pitched  battles  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  and  on  return- 
ing to  Liverpool  cnmmeticed  an  indiscriminate  attack  npon  all 
tfney  met.  Seventeen  of  them  were  taken  and  imprisoned,  prior 
to  wlifcli,  however,  they  wounded  several  of  the  police  officers 
severely. 

Lord  Althorp  had  notified  his  intention  of  introducing  a bill 
for  reforming  the  refoi:n  hill;  and  the  marquis  of  Westminster 
had  given  notice  of  his  determination  of  altering  the  sj'stem  of 
voting  by  proxy  in  the  house  of  lords. 

The  balance  in  the  treasury, according  to  lord  Althorp’s  finan- 
cial statement,  was,  on  the  5tli  of  January  last,  £1,513,000:  and 
his  lordship  calculates  that  the  opening  of  the  China  trade  will 
add  £600,000  to  the  revenue  derived  from  that  source;  that  the 
estimates  of  the  present  year  will  be  less  by  half  a million  tlian 
those  of  1833;  that,  if  the  present  taxes  were  continued,  there 
would  be  a surplus  of  £2,600,000  at  the  end  of  the  year.  After 
providing  for  the  interest  of  the  twenty  millions  to  he  paid  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  West  India  proprietor^,  which  he  puts  down  at 
£800,000,  the  estimated  surplus  will  he  reduced  to  £1,800,000, 
and  he  introduced  a bill,  on  the  7th  March,  to  repeal  the  house 
tax,  amounting  to  £1,200,000,  leaving  a surplus  of  £600,000. 
On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Hume’s  bill  to  repeal  the  corn  laws  was 
•defeated  by  a vote  of  312  to  155. 

4't  is  also  proposed  to  reduce  the  navy  estimates  £180,000. 
From  actual  returns,  the  property  of  the  church  of  England, 
consisting  of  bishops’ incomes,  deans’ and  chapters’ incomesj 
.together  with  11,400  benefices,  amounts  to  £3,621,125. 

FRANCE. 

^Disturbances  of  a serious  nature,  but  without  bloodshed,  oc- 
curred in  Paris,  on  the  Q3d  of  February,  which  were  undergoing 
judicial  inquiry.  The  unstable  tenure  hy  which  peace  is  main- 
tained in  Paris,  may  be  gathered  from  the  pithy  remarks  of  gen. 
Jacqueminot,  the  commander  of  the  national  guards,  made  in 
■the  chamber  of  deputies,  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  discussion  of 
the  above  distnrhanees.  He  said:  “the  national  guard  is  fired, 
fatigued  and  discontented;  that  the  position  of  the  gentlemen 
composing  it  had  become  intolerable,  for  they  were  continually 
under  the  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  t9  defend  their  shops  and 


warehouses;  and  that  the  citizen,  in.«tead  of  taking  his  wife  ou' 
to  walk  of  a Sunday,  is  obliged  to  shoulder  his  nuisket.” 

The  chamber  oT deputies  had  t>ecn  engaged  in  the  discussion 
of  petition.^  demanding  the  abolition  of  the  law  of  banishment 
against  the  Bonaparte,  family,  and  praying  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  of  Napoleon  to  France. 

The  government  had  signified  its  opposition  to  the  first  branch 
of  these  measures. 

Alarming  dissentions  had  taken  place  among  the  workmen 
and  tlieir  employers  at  Lyons,  Nantz  and  Marseilles;  those  nt 
the  first  place  were  so  serious  as  to  cause  many  families  to  re- 
move, and  the  rioters  at  the  second  had  got  possession  of  the 
magazine.  Many  arrests  had  taken  place. 

SPAIN. 

Ordonnances  for  the  organization  of  the  national  guards;  for 
placing  the  financial  affairs  of  the  country  in  the  hands  of  Imas; 
and  for  appointing  several  commanders  of  provinces,  had  been 
issued  hy  the  queen  regent.  She  had  also  eonsented  to  the 
convocation  of  the  cortes  in  consequence  of  the  tender  of  the 
resignation  of  two  of  her  most  popular  ministers,  and  the  con- 
sequent occurrence  of  an  immediate  commotion  in  the  very 
neighborhood  of  the  palace. 

In  the  north  the  insurgents  were  in  very  great  force.  Zahala, 
with  5,000,  men  was  besieging  Guernica;  and  other  chiefs  had 
approached  Iron. 

It  was  stated  tliat  Don  Carlos  had  negotiated  a loan  of 
4,000,000.000  of  reals,  the  name  of  the  contractor  is  not  how- 
ever given,  nor  is  credit  to  the  statement. 

PORTUGAL. 

A battle  occurred  on  the  18th  February,  heiween  5,000  of 
Don  Micuel’s  troops  at  Santarem,  and  the  Pedroites,  under  gen. 
Sandanha,  near  Cartaxo,  which,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
American  eonsnl  at  Lisbon,  was  most  decisive  in  favor  of  the 
Pedroites,  the  whole  force  of  the  Migiielites  beinc  either  killed 
or  taken  prisoners.  Great  rejoicings  liad  taken  place  in  conse- 
quence of  the  victory,  and  Lisbon  was  brilliantly  illuminated. 
Previously,  some  apprehension  had  been  felt  at  Lisbon  in  con- 
sequence of  the  proximity  of  a large  Miguelite  force;  Imt  they 
were  now  dispelled.  Miguel  still,  however,  held  on  to  Santa- 
rem. 

HOLLAND  AND  BELGID.M. 

The  arrangements  between  these  powers,  it  is  stated,  will  be 
very  speedily  brought  to  a favorable  termination.  Holland  is 
to  have  the  province  of  Luxemburg,  and  Belgium  that  of  Lim- 
burg. This  arrangement,  it  is  said,  will  be  carried  into  effect, 
notwithstanding  the  refusal  of  the  collateral  branches  of  the 
house  of  Nassau.  This  will  leave  the  regulation  of  the  trade 
of  the  Scheldt  the  only  remaining  point  to  be  settled. 

The  Hague  papers,  however,  speak  of  the  marching  of  10,000 
Belgian  troops  into  Luxemburg. 

At  Brussels,  the  reply  of  king  Leopold  to  the  address  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  had  produced  great  discontent, 
and  the  king,  and  his  minister  of  justice,  were  both  burnt  in 
effigy  on  the  great  square.  At  the  last  advices  all  was  quiet  in 
the  capital. 

At  Ghent  there  had  been  tumultuous  proceedings  among  the 
students,  nineteen  of  whom  had  been  arrested. 

Many  of  the  large  commercial  houses  and  ship  owners  of 
Antwerp  were  emigrating  to  Holland. 

NAPLES. 

A revolution  had  broken  out  in  the  capital,  and  had  extend- 
ed itself  throughout  the  kingdom. 

TURKEY. 

M.  Rothschild  had  come  to  a final  arrangement  with  the 
Porte  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  indemnity,  and  vimuld  re- 
main at  Constantinople  for  some  months. 

MEXICO. 

Conspiracies  and  robberies  continued  to  he  the  order  pf  the 
day  in  this  country.  There  had  hcjen  .500  criminals  arrested  in 
one  district,  in  about  a month  prior  to  the  16th  February,  200  of 
the  number  for  robberies. 


'TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

April  3.  The  vice  president  pres<’nted  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  responsive  to 
Mr.  Clatfs  resolution  of  the  31st  Marcli. 

Treasury  department,  April  3,  1834. 

Sir — In  ohediunce  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  31st 
ultimo,  requiring  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  “to  reoort  to  tlie 
senate  what  amount  of  public  money  is  now  on  deposite  in  the 
Union  hank  of  Maryland,  when  and  on  what  account  it  was 
deposited,  and  also,  whether  any  treas!»ry  draughts,  contingent 
or  other,  have  been,  during  the  month  of  March,  18.34,  furnished 
to  tlie  said  bank,  or  at  any  time  heretofore,  to  the  hank  of 
Maryland,  for  any  and  what  purpose:  And  that  he  likewise 
report  what  amount  of  stock  in  the  capital  of  the  said  Union 
bank  was  held  by  R.  B.  T.mey,  esq.  when  the  said  hank 
was  selected  as  one  of  tlie  banks  to  receive  on  deposite  the 
public  money,  and  what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now 
holds,”  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a .statement, 
(marked  A.  to  U.)  of  the  public  money  deposited  in  the  Union 
bank  of  Maryland,  showing  when  it  was  deposited  and  on  what 
account.  The  difference  between  the  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  treasurer,  in  his  statement,  and  in  that  furnished  hy  the 
bank,  arises  from  warrants  which  have  been  issued  hy  the 
treasurer  on  the  bank,  but  which  have  not  been  presented  fo 
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pnyinsiit,  ami  a Jepnsite  to  his  credit  since  tlie  Inst  weekly  re- 

treasury  draughts,  contingent  or  other  were  furnished  to 
the  Union  bank  of  Maryland  during  the  month  of  March,  1834. 
And  no  transfer  draught  of  any  description,  contingent  or  other, 
has  ever  been  furnished  to  the  bank  of  M.nryland,  since  I came 
into  office.  In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution,  which 
calls  for  information  as  to  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  Roger 
B.  Taney  in  the  Union  bank  ofMaryland;  “when  the  said  bank 
wae  selected  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  in  deposite  the 
public  money,  and  what  amount  of  the  said  stock  he  now 
holds,”  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  inasmuch  as  the  inquiry 
does  not  embrace  the  strrckholders  generally,  but  is  confined  to 
the  stock  of  a particular  individual,  it  must,  by  necessary  im- 
plication, be  understood  as  pointing  the  inquiry  to  the  motives 
which  influenced  the  individual  named  in  the  transactions  he 
ra.ay  have  had  in  the  stock  of  the  said  bank — and  under  such 
circumstances,  it  is  due  to  his  official  relations  to  the  senate 
and  to  the  public,  that  his  motives  in  any  such  transactions 
should  he  fully  and  clearly  disclosed.  I therefore  transmit  to 
the  senate  a copy  of  a letter  from  this  department,  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  Union  hank  of  Maryland,  dated  the  31st  day  of 
March,  1834,  apprising  him  of  the  information  required  by  the 
senate,  requesting  him  to  forward  to  the  department,  a state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  stock  in  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland, 
held  by  Roger  B.  Taney,  at  the  time  the  deposites  were  re- 
moved— time  at  which  it  was  purchased— and  the  amount  now 
held  by  him — and  the  original  private  letter  of  Roger  B.  Taney 
authorising  him  to  sell  certain  shares  of  stock  which  were 
lately  sold. 

Also,  the  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Union  bank  ofMary- 
land, in  reply,  dated  April  1st  mentioned,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted  and  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  statement  of  the  cashier,  showing  that  at  the  time  of 
the  selection  of  the  said  bank  as  one  of  the  banks  to  receive  in 
deposites  the  public  money,  Roger  P».  Taney  held  in  the  stock 
of  the  said  bank,  71  full  shares,  and  4 half  shares,  the  par  value 
of  which  amounted  to  $5,475.  That  the  l.a«t  of  these  shares 
were  purchased  by  him  on  the  12th  of  May,  1831,  before  he  re- 
ceived any  appointment  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  he  now  holds  63  full  shares  of  stock  in  the 
said  bank,  showing  that  8 full  shares  and  4 half  shares  which 
were  held  by  him  at  the  time  the  deposites  were  removed,  were 
sold  and  transferred  on  the  20th  February,  1834. 

2.  The  original  private  letter  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  of  the  18th 
February,  1834,  to  the  president  of  the  Union  bank,  directing  so 
many  shares  to  be  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  debt 
therein  mentioned,  as  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  balance  of  the  shares  to  be  returned  to  liim;  and  the  affirm.a- 
tion  of  the  president  of  the  Union  bank  that  he  sold,  under 
the  power  of  attorney  mentioned  in  that  letter,  eight  full  shares, 
and  four  half  shares,  and  returned  to  Roger  B.  Taney  a certifi- 
cate of  the  remaining  one  share.  The  letter  states  the  certifi- 
cate sent  to  the  president  of  the  bank  at  nine  full  shares;  the 
affirmation  of  the  president  of  the  hank  shows,  that  it  contained 
nine  full  shares  and  four  half  shares,  the  half  shares  being  omit- 
ted in  the  letter,  included  in  the  power  of  attorney  to  sell. 

I also  transmit  herewith  the  original  letter,  dated  1.5th  Fe- 
bruary, 1834,  from  Somerville  Pinkney,  esq.  of  the  city  of  An- 
napolis, the  counsel  for  the  creditor  to  whom  the  debt  was  due 
from  Roger  B.  T.iney,  as  trustee,  requesting  the  payment  of  the 
said  debt.  I have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANKY, 

sccretani  of  (hn  treasury. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Barcn,  vice  president  of  the  U.  Slates 
and  president  o f the  senate. 

Mr.  Clay  briefly  explaineil,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  return 
made  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Union  hank  of  ."Maryland;  in 
which  the  name  of  R.  B.  Taney  appeared  .as  stockholder,  he 
had  thought  it  but  justice  to  the  public,  that  it  should  he  ascer 
tained  what  amount  of  stock  was  held  by  Mr.  Taney  in  this 
bank.  It  was  a mere  fact  which  was  called  for,  and  nothing 
had  been  dropped,  when  the  call  was  made,  on  the  subject  of 
motives.  When  the  people  had  the  facts  before  them,  they 
would  be  able  to  make  their  own  inferences.  He  had  not 
thought  it  proper  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Taney  should  be  sent 
forth  to  the  world  as  a stockholder,  without  further  information. 

Hd  moved  that  the  communication  be  printed;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Jlpril  4.  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a large 
meeting  of  friends  of  the  administration,  held  in  Centre  county, 
Pennsylvania,  one  of  the  most  prominent  actors  in  which  was 
the  venerable  Andrew  Gre^g,  a member  of  the  first  congress 
that  assembled  under  the  present  constitution,  &c.  This  meet- 
ing, said  Mr.  McK.  among  other  things,  resolve  that  they  have 
continued  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  patriotism  of  our  pre- 
sent venerable  president,  and  that  they  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  purity  of  his  purpose  and  honesty  of  intention,  which  guid- 
ed him  in  his  recent  course  against  the  United  States  bank;  but, 
as  congress  alone  possesses  the  power,  under  the  constitution, 
to  raise  revenue,  and  direct  its  appropriations,  so,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  same  principle,  the  place  of  deposite  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  money  should  be  provided  for  by  l.aw. 
And  they  request  their  senators  and  representatives  in  congress 
to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  an  early  and  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  the  questions  affecting  the  currenev  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  proceedings  having  been  read — 


Mr.  Claijfon  rose  niercly  to  correct  an  error,  into  which  the 
persons  composing  the  meeting  hail  fallen.  They  expressed 
their  regret  that  a compromise  offered  by  the  senator  from 
Georgia,  when  the  hank  epartcr  was  under  consideration,  was 
not  .accepted  by  the  eenate.  Now  he,  Mr.  C.  recollected  that 
no  such  compromise  was  offered  by  the  senator  from  Georgia. 
That  gentleman  did  not  say  that  he  would  vote  for  the  rcchar- 
ter  of  the  bank,  if  the  restrictions  and  limitations  he  suggested 
were  accepted  by  the  senate,  although  he  did  say  that  he  would 
vote  for  no  bank  bill  that  did  not  contain  them.  These  were 
his  recollections  of  facts:  if  he  w.os  in  error  the  gentleman  froui 
Georgia  would  correct  him. 

Mr.  Forsyth  replied,  that  he  should  have  a dreadful  task  of  it, 
if  he  undertook  to  correct  every  error  to  be  found  in  the  memo- 
rials presented  to  the  senate.  The  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
however,  was  right  in  his  statement  of  facts.  He  did  not  oiler 
a compromise.  His  convictions  were,  that  no  bill  to  rechartcr 
the  bank  could  be  so  framed,  at  this  session,  as  to  meet  with 
the  concurrence  of  every  member  of  the  senate.  Perhaps  there 
never  could  be  such  a hill  framed. 

Mr.  Clayton  agreed  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia. It  was  not  possible,  he  thought,  to  frame  a bill  at  this  ses- 
sion, that  would  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  a majority  of 
both  houses  of  congress. 

Mr.  McKean  then  presented  the  proceedings  of  another  meet- 
ing held  in  the  same  county,  of  the  respect.ability  of  the  names 
attached  to  which  he  bore  a high  testimony,  disapproving  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  to  which  cause  they  attribute  the  pre- 
sent distresses  of  the  country,  and  recommend,  for  a limited 
time,  the  extension  of  the  ch.irter  of  the  present  bank,  and  that 
the  public  revenues,  to  be  collected  hereafter,  shall  be  deposit- 
ed in  it  and  its  branches. 

The  proceedings  and  resolutions  were  read,  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance  am!  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  some  debate,  the  matters  relating  to  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  a senator  in  Rhode  Island,  were  laid  «>n  the  table. 

The  bill  authorising  the  governors  of  the  several  states  to 
transmit,  by  mail,  certain  papers  and  documents  free  of  post- 
age, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by  yeas  and  nays — 27 
yeas, 1 nay. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thom.as  Fillebrowii,  jr.  was  ordered 
to  a third  readinc. 

Mr.  Clayton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to,  and  form  a part  of, 
the  rules  of  the  senate: 

“As  soon  .as  the  journal  is  read,  the  president  shall  call  for 
petitions  from  the  members  of  each  state,  beginning  with 
Maine,  and,  if  in  any  day  the  w'hole  of  the  states  shall  not  he 
called,  the  president  shall  begin  on  the  next  day  where  he  left 
off  the  previous  day,” 

A good  deal  of  other  business  was  attended  to  this  day,  which 
will  be  sufficiently  noticed  in  its  progress. 

The  senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

Aprill.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  favorable 
to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  were  (iresented,  as  fol- 
lows: by  Mr.  Silsbee,  of  Massachusetts,  from  1,208  inhabitanla 
of  the  town  of  Salem  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  lV'ri»ht,  of  N.  York, 
from  5.5  citizens  of  the  village  of  Syracuse;  by  the  same  from 
1,143  citizens  of  Rochester;  by  Mr.  Bibb  from  upwards  of  1,000 
citizens  of  Shelby  county,  Kentucky;  which  were  severally 
read,  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Proceedings  and  resolutions  approving  the  removal  of  the  do- 
posites,  Stc.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  from  a meet- 
ing of  friends  of  the  administration  in  Essex  county,  New  Jer- 
sey;  by  Mr.  Brotm,  of  North  Carolina,  from  a meeting  held  in 
Tarborough,  in  Edgecombe  county— which  were  read,  referred, 
&c. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  certain  resolutions  from  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Ohio:  1.  A resolution  asking  for  an  appropriation 
of  public  lands  for  the  use  of  schools  in  that  state:  2.  A resolu- 
tion disapproving  of  the  West  Point  academy:  3.  A resolution 
asking  a grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania  canal,  and  4.  a resolution  asking  that  grants  of 
land  may  he  made  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain:  which  were  severally  read  and  referred. 

The  special  order,  being  the  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clay  on  the  subject  of  executive  power,  being  announced  by 
the  chair,  the  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cfoi/,  postponed  their 
consideration  until  this  day  fortnight. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  name  of  the  agent  or  agents  em- 
ployed by  him  to  trans.act  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the 
banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds;  the  nature 
of  the  duties  performed  by  said  agent  or  agents;  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  saiil  duties,  and  by 
whom  and  from  what  fund  the  said  compensation  was  paid; 
and  whether  the  said  .agent  or  agents  have  been  appointed  in 
pursuance  of  law'. 

Mr.  Calhoun  anv ft  notive  that  he  would  call  up  his  hill  repeal- 
ing the  force  bill,  on  Wednesd.ay  next. 

The  bill  making  au  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a 
lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  ro.ad  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Tlie  senate  having  successively  taken  up  .and  acted  upon  se- 
veral hills  of  a private  character,  went  into  exeemtive  business, 
and,  after,  being  sometime  engaged  therein,  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed. 


104 


NILES’  REGISTER— APRIL  12,  1834— CONGRESS. 


•Aprils.  Memoiinls,  proceedinss  of  public  meetings,  &c.  fa- 
vorable to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  &c.  were  presented 
by  the  following  persons:  by  Mr.  Son/Aord  from  a meeting  of 
inliahitants  of  the  town  of  Clinton,  by  the  same  from  large  piib 
lie  meetings  in  the  town  of  Morris,  Hunterdon  county,  in  the 
county  of  Cape  May,  as  al.so  of  Salem  county,  all  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Silshee  from  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford, 
Mass.;  by  Mr.  McKean  from  a large  meeting  of  citizens  of  De- 
laware county.  Pa.  also  from  the  city  authorities  of  the  city  and 
county  ofPhiladelpliia;  all  wliich  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Clinton,  Huntingdon  comity.  New  Jersey,  approving  of 
Hie  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  which  was  read,  reierred,  &c. 

Mr.  Silsbee  reported  a bill  in  aid  of  the  marine  hospital  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  King  submitted  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorising  the  accompting  officers  ol  the  treasury  to  cre- 
dit the  account  of  David  McCord,  late  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  the  land  office  at  Caliavvba,  Alabama,  with  a certain  amount 
of  money  received  by  him  for  the  .sale  of  public  lands,  and  lost 
by  the  burning  of  the  steamboat  Florida,  while  taking  the  same 
to  Mobile  to  deposite  it  in  the  branch  hank  of  the  United  States. 

7'he  cAair  communicated  a report  from  iho  general  land  office 
in  answer  to  a call  for  the  number  of  patents  ready  for  the  sig- 
nature of,  and  unsigned  by,  the  president,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business,  and  remained  in  secret  session 
two  hours. 

On  the  reopening  of  the  doors,  tlic  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  ofa  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Clayton  proposing  a 
change  in  the  rules  of  the  senate,  on  the  subject  of  the  presen 
tation  of  petitions. 

A debate  ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Clayton  and  Southard  de- 
fended the  resolution,  and  were  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Cal- 
houn and  King,  of  Ala.  After  several  unsuccessful  atternpts  to 
Jay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  an  amendment  being  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  adjourned. 

Jlpril  9.  A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  information  called  for  relative 
to  the  proclamation  for  the  sales  of  the  Choctaw  lands,  and  giv 
ing  the  reasons  for  the  shortness  of  the  notice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  a 
few  days  ago,  calling  on  the  treasury  department  for  informa- 
tion respecting  the  agent  appointed  to  arrange  the  affairs  of  the 
government  with  the  several  state  banks  selected  to  receive  the 
public  deposites,  was  taken  up,  modified  and  adopted. 

After  attending  to  some  private  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CaJAoun  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  force  act,  when 

Mr.  Calhoun  addressed  the  senate  in  support  of  the  bill  for  an 
hour  and  a half. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  should  have  voted  for  the  force  bill  if  he  had 
been  in  his  seat  when  the  bill  passed — that  he  would  go  for  the 
repeal  of  the  military  part  of  the  bill,  if  it  would  soothe  any  un- 
kind feelings  in  the  south,  for  that  part  of  the  bill  was  now  un- 
important, and  he  had  not  much  confidence  in  the  man  whom 
it  clothed  with  extraordinary  power — but  he  would  not  vote  to 
repeal  the  judicial  part  of  the  bill — and  he  was  sorry  the  ques- 
tion was  agitated  at  all.  He  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  reference;  and  after  a brief  debate 
in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Preston  and  Poindexter  took  part, 
and  a few  remarks  in  explanation  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Calhoun 
withdrew  his  objection,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  said  com- 
mittee. 

A joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Benton,  ws.s  then  taken  up; 
but  in  consequence  of  his  absence,  was  laid  on  the  table.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

April  10.  Mr.  Mangum  presented  the  memorial  of  103  citi- 
zens of  Terrill  county,  N.  C.  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites. 

Mr.  Shepley  presented  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting 
held  in  the  towns  of  Gardiner  and  Pixton,  Maine,  signed  by  634 
individuals,  without  distinction  of  party,  equal  to  the  average 
number  of  voters  of  both  political  parties,  complaining  of  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment,  and  in  favor  of  a bank  to  regulate  the 
money  concerns  of  the  country. 

Both  the  above  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  report  on  the  contested  election  of  the  Rhode  Island  se- 
nator, was  taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day 
week. 

The  bill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  belter  organization  of  the 
treasury  department,  was  laken  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Clayton  to  change  the  rules  of 
the  senate  relative  to  the  reception  of  petitions,  &c.  was  taken 
up,  amended  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  successively  took  up,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  several  bills  ofa  private  or  local  character,  which  were 
severally  read  the  second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a tliird  reading— and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  4,  After  the  morning  business— 

Mr.  iicDuffi-e  continued  and  concluded  an  animated  and  elo- 
quent speech  in  opposition  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 


When  jATr.  iMcD.  resumed  his  seat,  which  he  did  at  a quarter 
after  four  o’clock,  a number  of  getiilotncn  started  to  obtain  the 
floor;  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  succeedial,  and,  ath;r  some  brief 
prefatory  remarks,  moved  the  previous  question. 

On  the  question  whether  that  motion  was  seconded  by  the 
house,  (which  it  must  be  by  a majority,  or  it  fails),  the  mem- 
bers passed  between  tellers,  and  the  vote  stood  ns  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Win.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmi- 
chael, Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forester, 
W.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gilletl,  Joseph  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hal- 
sey, Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  7’liomas  Lee, 
Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,jr.  J.  K. 
Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Aloses  Mason,  Mclntire,  McKay, 
McKinley,  McLene,  MeVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Miihlenbura,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Dntee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
'Phomas,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwcll,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Burges, Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne, 
William  Clarke,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Derning,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
vs'orili,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gor- 
don, Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  J.  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  J.  W.  Huntington,  Jack- 
son,  VV.  C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall, 
McCarty,  McComas,  McDuffie,  McKemian,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Amr.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Sp.ang- 
ler,  Stewart,  William  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Turner,  'i’vveedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watinongh,  E.  D.  White, 
F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Young — 106. 

So  it  was  seconded  that  the  main  question  should  now  be 
put — cutting  off  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Wilde,  and 
precluding  all  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Selden  rose  and  called  the  attention  of  the  chair  to  the 
22d  rule  of  order,  which  forbids  any  member  to  vote  on  a ques- 
tion in  which  he  is  personally  interested,  and  stated  that  seve- 
ral members  of  the  house  were  stockholders  in  the  banks  which 
had  been  selected  to  receive  the  deposites. 

The  chair  decided  that  no  question  could  be  interposed,  nor 
question  of  order  discussed,  until  the  vote  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  taken;  inasmuch  as  the  house,  by  supporting  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question,  had  determined  that  the  ques- 
tion should  at  once  be  put. 

A variety  of  motions  and  proceedings  followed — the  majority 
refusing  to  adjourn,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  several 
times,  &c. 

Mr.  Wilde  asked  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  of  the  house,  so  as  to  obtain  a direct  vole  by  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  amendment.? 

The  chair  decided  in  the  negative.  The  nature  of  the  previ- 
ous question  did  not  depend  on  the  rules  of  the  house,  but  on 
the  lex  parliamcntaria,  and  the  suspension  of  the  rules  would 
not  affect  it. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  whether,  after  the  previous  question 
should  have  been  ordered,  it  applied  to  all  the  resolutions,  or 
only  to  the  first.? 

The  chair  said  that  the  question  now  was,  only  whether  the 
main  question  should  be  put:  when  the  house  had  decided  this, 
the  main  question  itself  would  be  susceptible  of  division,  so  as 
to  get  a separate  vote  on  each  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  now  put  as  follows: 

“Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put.?”  And  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  as  follows: — yeas  114,  nays  107. 

So  the  house  determined  that  the  main  question  should  now 
be  put. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz:  will  this  house  concur 
with  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  them  to  this  house.? 

Mr.  IFiWe demanded  that  the  question  should  be  divided,  so 
as  to  take  a vote  separately  on  each  resolution. 

It  was  divided  accordingly:  and  put,  first,  upon  concurring  in 
the  first  of  the  resolutions  reported,  viz: 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
be  rechartered.” 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Archer, 
Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  Jno.  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Campbell,  Cambreleng, 
Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Samuel 
Clark,  Clay,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  W. 
R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fel- 
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d»*r,  Forester,  Foster,  VV.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gholson, 
Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Jos.  Hall,  T.  H.  Hall, 
Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joa.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatha- 
way, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ka- 
vanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Luke  Lea, 'J'homas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses 
Mason,  Mclniire,  McKay,  IMcKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Mil- 
ler, Henry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Os- 
good, Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  U.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F. 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland, 
William  Taylor,  William  P.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas.  Thom- 
son, Turner,  Turrill,  Vaiiderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  Webster,  Whalon — 132. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Ouincy  Adams,  Ileman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
B.iylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges, 
Cage,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clark,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis,  Deberry, 
Denting,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, Graham,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
per, Hazeltine,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  C. 
Johnson,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pope,  Potts, 
Reed,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade, 
Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  D.  White,  Fred. 
Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young — 
«2. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the  following  (the 
second)  resolution: 

“2.  Resolved,  That  the  public  deposites  ought  not  to  be  re- 
stored to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.” 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Adam.s,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  J.  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey, 
Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer, 
Day,  Philemon  Dickerson,  David  W.  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fo- 
rester, Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall, 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Edward  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  McIntosh,  McKay,  McKinley,  Mc- 
Lene, McVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Robt.  Mitchell,  Muh- 
lenberg, Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Du- 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer, 
Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Chas.  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whalon — 118. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barring- 
ton, Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,'  Bull,  Burd, 
Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Claiborne,  Wm. 
Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming, 
Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ew'ing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foot,  Fos- 
ter, Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gordon,  Graham,  Gray- 
son, Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Har- 
per, Hazeltine,  Heath,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William 
C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCo- 
mas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pinck- 
ney, Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  William  B.  Shep- 
ard, Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloane,  Stewart,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  Edward  D.  White,  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson, 
Young — 103. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  tigreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  pul  on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolu- 
tion, as  follows: 

“3.  Resolved,  That  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued  as 
the  places  of  deposiie  of  the  public  money,  and  that  it  is  expe- 
dient for  congress  to  make  further  provision  by  law,  prescribing 
the  mode  of  selection,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  and  the  man- 
ner and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed.” 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum.  Cambreleng,  Carmi- 
chael, Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee, 
Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fores- 
ter, Wm.K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall,  T. 
H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison, 
Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard, 
Abel  Huntington,  luge,  Jarvi.s,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah 
Johusoa,  Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ka- 


vanagh, Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea, 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K. 
Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  John  Y.  Mason,  iMcCarly,  Mcln- 
tire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Miller,  Henry 
Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page, 
Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Franklin 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Su- 
therland, Wm.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  'Phttinson,  'Purrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Van  Houien,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  VV'ayiie, 
Web.ster,  Whalon— 117. 

NAYS— Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Ileman  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C. 
Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer, 
Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Clai- 
borne, Wm.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crar>e, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Amos  Davis,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder, 
Fillmore,  Foot,  Foster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  I’ulton,  Gholson,  Gordon, 
Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hail,  Hard,  Hardin, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jack- 
son,  W.  C.  Johnson,  King,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall, 
McComas,  McDuffie,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore, 
Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  William  B. 
Shepard,  A.  II.  Shepperd,  Wm.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stew- 
art, Wm.  P.  Taylor,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick  Whittle- 
sey, Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Young— 105. 

So  this  resolution  also  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  and  last 
resolution,  as  follows: 

“4.  Resolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  con- 
gress at  the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also 
what  corruptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management; 
whether  it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money  to  control 
the  press,  to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections,  and 
whether  it  has  had  any  agency  through  its  management  or  mo- 
ney, in  producing  the  existing  pressure,  a select  committee  be 
appointed  to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions 
of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  also  what  abuses, 
corruptions  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  the  management  of 
said  bank,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses 
on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and 
branches;  and  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  principal 
bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  connected 
with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  committee 
be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation,  together 
with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a day  as  practica- 
ble.” 

And  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  John  Bell,  James  M.  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage, 
Campbell,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chinn,  Claiborne,  Samuel  Clark,  William  Clark,  Clay,  Clowney, 
Coffee,  Conner,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cramer,  Warren  R.  Davis, 
Davenport,  Day,  Deberry,  Deming,  Dennis,  Dickerson,  Dicker- 
son,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fill- 
more, Forester,  Foster,  Fowler,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Wm.  K.  Fuller, 
Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson, 
Grennell,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Thomas  II.  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  James  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Haws,  Heath,  Howell,  Hub- 
bard, Abel  Huntington,  Inge,  Jackson,  Jarvis,  'Wm.  Cost  John- 
son, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel 
K.  Mann,  Martindale,  Mardis,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McCarty,  McComas,  Meintire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene, 
McVean,  Miller.  H.  Mitchell,  R.  Mitchell,  Moore,  Muhlenberg, 
Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Peyton, 
Franklin  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Ramsay,  Ren- 
cher, Schenck,  Schley,  Selden,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
William  Slade,  Chas.  Slade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tur- 
ner, Turrill,  Vanderpool,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wane,  Webster,  Whalon,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde,  tVilson — 171. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Q..  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony, 
Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Beatty,  Binney,  Burd,  Chambers,  Chil- 
ton, Choate,  Clayton,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  A.  Davis, 
Dennv,  Dickson,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Gilmer,  Hard,  Hazel- 
tine, Henderson,  Lincoln,  Marshall,  McDuffie,  McKennan, 
Mercer,  Milligan,  Murphy,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Tompkins,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Watmough,  Williams, 
Young — 42. 

So  this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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And  it  was  agreed  that  the  committee  to  be  appointed  in  pur- 
suance oftliis  last  resolution,  should  consist  ol  seven  members, 
(who  are  of  course  appointed  by  the  speaker.) 

[The  committee  above  authorised,  consists  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  of  Con- 
necticut, Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  and  Mi.  Lytle,  of  Ohio.J 

Mr.  Wilde  asked  consent  to  offer  a 5th  resolution,  diiclaring 
the  reasons  offered  by  the  secretary  insufficient  and  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 

The  house,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  at  | past  7 clock,  ad- 
journed to  Monday. 

ANALYSIS  OF  THE  VOTES. 

[For  that  on  the  previous  question  we  are  endebted  to  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer — that  part  against  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites  is  our  own;  as  well  as  the  classification  of  the  members 


by  their  several  states;  which  is  added: 
Of  the  vote  upon  the  previous  question. 

Against  restoring  the 
deposites. 

States. 

Yeas.  Nays.  Deficient.* 

Yeas.  Naiis.  Deficient.^ 

Maine 

7 

1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

N.  Hampshire, 

4 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

Massachusetts. 

, 1 

9 

2 

1 

9 

2 

Rhode  Island, 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Connecticut, 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Vermont, 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

New  York, 

28 

9 

3 

28 

9 

3 

New  Jersey, 

5 

0 

1 

5 

0 

1 

Pennsylvania, 

11 

16 

1 

11 

16 

1 

Delaware, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Maryland, 

3 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Virginia, 

6 

12 

3 

6 

12 

3 

North  Carolina 

, 6 

7 

0 

6 

7 

0 

South  Carolina,  0 

8 

1 

0 

8 

1 

Georgia, 

3 

3 

3 

5 

3 

1 

Kentucky, 

4 

7 

2 

4 

7 

2 

Tennessee, 

12 

1 

0 

12 

1 

0 

Ohio, 

11 

8 

0 

12 

7 

0 

Louisiana, 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Indiana, 

5 

2 

0 

6 

1 

0 

Mississippi, 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Illinois, 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Alabama, 

4 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

Missouri, 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

— ■ - 

— 

— 

— 



114 

106 

20 

118 

103 

19 

Vote  on  the  resolution  against  restoring  the  deposites. 

Maine,  ayes— Messrs.  Smith,  Mclntire,  Kavanagh,  Parks, 
Hall,  Jarvis,  Mason  7.  Nay— Mr.  Evans  1. 

New  Hampshire,  ayes — Messrs.  Hubbard,  Harper,  Bean, 
Pierce,  4 — [ab.sent,  Mr.  Burns.] 

Massachusetts,  aye — Mr.  Osgood,  1.  Nays — Messrs.  Adams, 
Choate,  Everett,  Lincoln,  Briggs,  Grennell,  Baylies,  Reed,  Jack- 
son,  9 — [absent,  Messrs.  Bates  and  Gorham.] 

Rhode  Island,  aye — Mr.  Pearce,  1 — [absent,  Mr.  Burges.] 

Connecticut,  ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs.  Barber,  Ellsworth, 
Foot,  Huntington,  Tweedy,  Young,  6. 

Vermont,  ayes — none.  Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Deming,  Ever- 
ett, Hall,  Slade,  5. 

New  York,  ayes — Messrs.  Huntington,  Cambrcleng,  Law- 
rence, Ward,  Bockee,  Brown,  Adams,  Vanderpoel,  Pierson, 
Lansing,  Cramer,  Whalon,  Gillet,  McVean,  Mann,  Beardsley, 
Turrell,  Page,  Johnson,  Mitchell,  Halsey,  Hathaway,  Taylor, 
Fuller,  Day,  Clark,  Howell,  Ward  well,  28.  Nays— Messrs.  Sel- 
den,  Martindale,  Dickson,  Whittlesey,  Lay,  Fuller,  Hazeltine, 
Filinore,  Hard,  9— [absent,  Messrs.  Van  Houten,  C.  P.  White, 
Bodle,3.] 

New  Jersey,  ayes — Messrs.  Dickerson,  Parker,  Schenck, 
Shinn,  Lee,  .5 — [absent,  Mr.  Fowler,  1.] 

Pennsylvania,  ayes — Messrs.  Miller,  Anthony,  Muhlenberg, 
Mann,  Wagener,  Beaumont,  Laporte,  Henderson,  Galbraith, 
Harrison,  Sutherland,  11.  Nays — Messrs.  Binney,  Harper, 
Watmough,  Darlington,  Potts,  Clark,  Denny,  Chambers,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Banks,  Stewart,  Barnitz,  Burd,  Ramsay,  King,  Coul- 
ter, 16 — [absent,  Mr.  Heister,  1.] 

Delaware,  aye — none.  Nay— Mr.  Milligan,  1. 

Maryland,  ayes— Messrs.  Stoddert,  Carmichael,  Thomas,  3. 
Nays— Messrs.  Heath,  Turner,  Johnson,  Dennis,  4— [absent. 
Mr.  McKim,  1.] 

Virginia,  ayes — Messrs.  Mason,  Bouldin,  Chinn,  Lucas,  Loy- 
all,  Beale,  6.  Nays — Messrs.  Gordon,  Archer,  Claiborne,  Mer- 
cer, Moore,  Davenport,  Allen,  Gholson,  Wilson,  Taylor,  Ful- 
ton, McComas,  12 — [absent,  Messrs.  Patton  and  Wise,  2;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson  did  not  vole,  3.] 

North  Carolina,  ayes — Messrs.  Hawkins,  Hall,  Speight,  Mc- 
Kay, Connor,  Bynum,  6.  Nays— Messrs.  William  B.  Shepard, 
Rencher,  Barringer,  Deberry,  Williams,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Gra- 
ham, 7. 

S.  Carolina, ayes— none.  Nays— Messrs. McDuffie,  Campbell, 
Clowney,  Pinckney,  Grayson,  Davis,  Felder,  Griffin,  8— [dead, 
Mr.  Blair,  1.] 

Georgia,  ayes — Messrs.  Wayne,  Gilmer,  Jones,  Schley,  Cof- 
fee, 5.  Nays — Messrs.  Wilde,  Clayton,  Foster,  3— [absent,  Mr. 
Gamble,  1.] 

*Includiu8  the  speaker,  absentees  and  vacancies. 


Kentucky,  ayes — Messrs.  Johnson,  Lyon,  Po|»e,  fl.iwes,  4. 
Nays — Messrs.  Allan,  Marshall,  Davis,  Chilton,  Hardin,  Beatty, 
Tompkins,  7 — [absent,  Mr.  Love,  and  one  vacancy,  2.] 

Tennessee,  ayes — Messrs.  Bell,  Johnson,  Polk,  Dickinson, 
Peyton,  Blair,  Bunch,  Lea,  Standifer,  Forrester,  Inge,  Dunlap, 

12.  Nay — Mr.  Crockett,  i. 

Ohio,  ayes — Messrs.  Lytle,  Webster,  Allen,  McLene,  Hamer, 
Chaney,  Mitchell,  Thomson,  Jones,  Patterson,  Leavitt,  Span- 
gler, 12.  Nays — Messrs.  Bell,  Whittlesey,  Corwin,  Vance, 
Sloane,  Crane,  Vinton,  7. 

Louisiana,  ayes— none.  Nays— Messrs.  Thomas,  White,  2 — 
[absent,  Mr.  Garland,  not  arrived,  1.] 

Indiana,  ayrrs — Messrs.  Lane,  Mcfy'arty,  Carr,  Kinnard,  Han- 
negan.  Boon,  6.  Nay— Mr.  Ewing,  1. 

Mississippi,  aye — Mr.  Plummer,  1.  Nay— Mr.  Cage,  1, 

Illinois, ay ee — Messrs.  Casey,  Slade, 2.  Nay — Mr.  Duncan,  1. 
JUahama,  — Messrs.  Clay,  Murphy,  Mardis,  McKinley,  4 

— [absent,  Mr.  Lewis,  1.] 

Missouri,  ayes — none.  Nays— Messrs.  Ashley,  Bull,  2. 
Monday,  Jlpril  7.  Mr.  Burges  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a me- 
morial from  the  county  of  Bristol,  Rhode  Island,  accompanied 
by  a letter  which  he  wished  to  have  read. 

The  c^air  said  it  could  only  be  done  by  unanimous  consent. 
Mr.  Chilton  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  letter. 

Mr.  Burges  then  made  some  remarks  as  to  the  respectability 
of  the  memorialists;  when  the  memorial  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Burges  then  moved  that  a certain  letter,  or  letter®,  read 
on  the  last  petition  day  by  his  colleague,  and  which  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  house,  might  be  restored  thereto. 

The  chair  stated  that  this  motion  could  only  be  received  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  doubted  if  it  would  be  in  order  then, 
as  the  house  had  no  power  over  the  paper  in  question,  it  being 
a private  letter. 

Objection  being  made,  and  the  motion  requiring  unanimity, 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  Pearce  presented  resolutions  adopted  at  Providence  and 
North  Providence,  R.  Island:  read  and  laid  on  the  table.  He 
also  wished  to  present  two  communications  addressed  to  him- 
self on  the  subject  of  the  deposites. 

Objection  being  made  to  their  reception,  Mr.  P.  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Memorials,  &c.  in  favor  of  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
&c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Mien,  of  Vt.  from  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  of  Chittenden,  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Vt. 
from  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Rutland,  Vt.;  by  Mr.  Selden, 
from  881  of  the  mechanics  of  Troy,  N.  York;  by  the  same  from 
2,800  citizens  of  Albany,  N.  Y.;  by  Mr.  Filmore,  (a  spirited  re- 
monstrance) from  the  young  men  of  Troy;  by  Mr.  McKennan, 
from  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Darlington, 
from  2,530  inhabitants  of  Delaware  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Hen- 
derson, from  600  citizens  of  Belfont,  Centre  cotinfy,  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
►^ntAony,  from  100  citizens  of  Muncy,  Lycoming  county.  Pa.; 
by  Mr.  Potts,  23  memorials  signed  by  1 ,600  citizens  of  Chester 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Miller,  from  a large  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Adams  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Barnitz,  the  proceedings  of  a meet- 
ing at  West  Manchester,  York  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  F.  Thomas, 
from  the  Washington  county  bank,  and  three  banks  in  Frede- 
rick county,  Md.;  by  Mr.  Stoddert,  from  800  voters  of  Prince 
George’s  county,  Md.;  by  Mr.  Turner,  of  Md.  from  328  citizens 
of  his  district;  by  Mr.  Wise,  from  inhabitants  of  James  City,  Va.; 
by  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  two  memorial.s  from  his  district;  by 
Mr.  Mian,  of  Ky.  from  the  citizens  of  Le.xington  and  Fayette 
county  in  that  state;  by  Mr.  Chilton,  of  Ky.  from  citizens  of 
his  district;  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Ohio,  from  citizens  of  his  di.s- 
trict;  by  Mr.  Leavitt,  from  2,000  persons  of  Harrison  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Spang/er,  from  inhabitants  of  I’uscarawas  county, 
Ohio;  by  Mr.  Corn-in,  from  citizens  of  Warren  county,  Ohio; 
by  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  a meeting  of  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Clinton,  N.  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Hall,  ofN.  C.  from  inhabitants  of 
Beaufort  county,  in  that  state;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  8tc. 

Mr.  Binney  presented  a memorial  from  the  select  and  com- 
mon council’of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating  the  effect  of  the 
course  pursued  in  relation  to  the  currency,  especially  on  the 
property  held  by  them  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  city,  and 
praying  for  a recharler  of  the  bank. 

Memorials,  &c.  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c. 
were  presented  by  Mr.  Pierson,  from  certain  citizens  of  Troy, 
N.  York;  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  from  600  citizens  of  Utica;  by  Mr. 
Dickerson,  from  Paterson,  N.  J.;  by  Mr.  Muhlenherg,  (several 
memorials,  some  in  German  and  others  in  Engli.®h)  from  5,480 
inhabitants  of  Berks  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  from  a 
meeting  in  Delaware  county.  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  certain  ci- 
tizens of  Blockley,  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  the  democratic  Jack- 
son  association  of  Southwark;  by  tlie  same  from  3,179  voters  of 
the  third  congressional  district;  by  Mr.  Wagener,  from  inhabi- 
tants of  Northampton  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Anthony,  of  Pa.  from 
1,118  citizens  of  Northampton  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galhrailh, 
from  the  town  of  Franklin,  Venango  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Beale, 
of  Va.  from  certain  citizens  of  that  state  belonging  to  the  state 
rights  party;  by  Mr.  Bynum,  of  N.  C.  from  citizens  of  Halifax 
county,  in  that  slate;  by  Mr.  icavitf,  from  inhabitants  of  Jef- 
ferson county,  Ohio;  by  the  same  from  inhabitants  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Pearce,  from  citizens  of  Pawtucket  vil- 
lage, R.  Island:  by  Mr.  Lansing,  from  inhabitants  ofAlbany,  N. 
York;  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  from  inhabitants  of  Essex  county,  N. 
Jersey;  by  Mr.  JJaii,  of  N.  C.from  citizens  of  Edgecombe  coun- 
ty, in  that  state;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 
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Mr.  Boon  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution,  fixing  a day  for  tlie 
adjournment  orcoiit;ress.  Ohjection?  Iieing  made,  In;  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule,  hut,  in  consequence  of  numerous  remonstran- 
ces all  around  liim,  he  immediately  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  fairing  sent  certain  papers  to  the  clerk’s  table  containing 
programmes,  dratis  and  outlines  for  the  estahlishment  of  a na- 
tional currency,  which  he  wished  to  have  printed,  and  observ- 
ed, that,  if  the  house  would  hear  him  on  the  subject,  he  would 
promise  to  occupy  not  more  than  an  hour.  The  speaAer  said 
these  papers  could  not  be  presented  hut  by  unanimous  consent. 

Loud  objections  being  made  to  tlie  leave,  Mr.  Ewing  with- 
drew his  motion. 

1'he  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  day  was  taken  up  in  tlie  pre- 
sentation of  memorials  and  petitions,  generally  of  a private  or 
local  character.  I’he  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril  8.  Various  bills  for  the  relief  of  private  indi- 
viduals were  reported,  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  submitted  a resolution  which  was  agreed 
to,  directing  the  secretary  of  war  to  cause  a revision  of  the  sys- 
tem of  army  tactics  to  be  made,  and  reported  to  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the  deposite  question  com- 
ing up, 

Mr.  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  resumed  the  floor,  and  continued  his 
speech  until  the  expiration  of  the  hour — when 
The  house  took  up  the  commutation  bill  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  Cramer  resumed  his  remarks,  and  having  concluded  his 
speech, 

Mr.  Crane  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded  it  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Polk,  when  the  house,  on  motion  of  the  latter  gentle- 
man, took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  by  sections,  and,  after  various  proceedings — 
Mr.  Fimcc,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  have  an  amendment  print- 
ed, which  he  proposed  at  the  proper  time,  to  offer,  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  in  connection  w’ith  the  appropriation  bill, 
which  had  been  under  consideration  to-day. 

Objection  being  made,  the  reading  of  the  amendment  w’as 
called  for.  It  proposes  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
net,  instead  of  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  there 
shall  be  paid  to  the  within  named  officers  the  following  sums 
per  annum; 

“To  each  of  the  secretaries,  of  state,  treasury,  war  and  navy, 
four  thousand  dollars.  To  the  postmaster  general,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars.  To  each  assistant  postmaster  gene- 
ral, eighteen  hundred  dollars.  To  each  of  the  comptrollers  of 
the  treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  each  of  the  auditors  of 
the  treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  solicitor  of  the 
treasury,  two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
two  thousand  dollars.  To  the  treasurer,  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs,  two  thousand  dollars. 
To  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office,  tw'o  thousand 
dollars.” 

It  provides  also,  for  a reddction  of  thirty-three  and  one-third 
per  centum  per  annum  from  each  of  the  following  officers,  viz: 
from  all  officers  of  the  customs;  from  all  officers  connected  with 
the  system  of  the  public  lands,  either  as  surveyors  general,  re- 
gisters, receivers  or  clerks;  frotn  all  the  clerks  in  the  general 
post  office,  deputy  postmasters,  their  assistants  and  cleiks;  and 
from  all  persons  connected  with  the  Indian  department  as  su- 
perintendents, agents,  sub  agents,  interpreters,  agents  for  re- 
movals, commissioners,  or  in  whatever  other  manner  employed. 

It  also  proposes  to  reduce  the' per  diem  of  memhers  of  congress 
to  $6  instead  of  $8,  and  a like  reduction  on  their  travelling  al- 
lowance to  and  from  the  seat  of  government,  and  it  provides 
after  the  expiration  of  the  present  presidential  term,  the  salary 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be  $15,000  instead  of 
$25,000  as  now  allowed. 

Mr.  Vance  now  moved  for  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  so  as  to 
allow  him  to  make  a motion  to  have  his  amendment  printed. 
On  w'hich  question, 

Mr.  Crane  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  stood  as  follow's: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Q,uiiicy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  William  Allen,  Archer,  Barber,  Barrin- 
ger, Bates,  Baylies,  Beatty,  Binney,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chilton,  William  Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Daven- 
port, Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dennis,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  II.  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Foot, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Ililand  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Hunting- 
ton,  Jackson,  William  C.  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Lincoln,  Lytle,  Martindale,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Carty, McKennan,  MeVean,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Patterson,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Seldeti,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Charles  Slado, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  William  P.  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Van  Hoiiten,  Vinton,  Watmough, 
Whalon,  Edward  D.  While,  Fred.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittle- 
sey, Wilde,  Williams,  Wise,  Young— 105. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Anthony,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley, Beaumont,  John  Bell,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Brown,  Bunch,  By- 
num, Cage,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Chinn,  SmI.  Clark, 
Clay,  Coffee,  Day,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gillet,  J.  Hall,  Halsey,  Han- 
negan,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howell, 
Abel  Ilunlingioii,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson, 
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Kavauagh,  King,  Lansing,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Loyall,  Abi- 
jah  Mann,  .loel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mclntire,  Mc- 
Kinley, McLene,  Miller,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
Peyton,  Franklin  Pearce,  Polk,  Schley,  Smith,  Speight,  Stan- 
diler,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Tho- 
mas, Turrill,  Wagener,  Wayne — 67. 

There  being  not  two  thirds  in  favor  of  suspending  the  rule,  as 
moved,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Vance,  to  print  the  amendment,  was 
overruled.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  ^pril  9.  The  resolution  submitted  yesterday, 
calling  upon  the  secretary  of  war  for  a detailed  estimate  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road,  east  of  the  Ohio  river,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  relative  to  the  deposites  wag 
taken  up,  when 

Mr.  CorHn  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks  till  the  expi- 
ration of  the  hour. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jidams  moved  to  amenil  the  bill  so  as  to  strike  out 
that  item  in  the  hill  which  went  to  allow  .$1,400  for  the  salary 
of  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  department  of  state,  for  one  year, 
to  arrange  and  index  certain  papers;  whereupon  a long  and  ani- 
mated debate  arose,  and,  after  a verbal  amendment  being  offered 
to  the  item  in  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Binney,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
JJdnms  prevailed  by  a vote  of  ayes  89  nays  70;  so  the  appropria- 
tion was  stricken  out. 

Thereupon  the  committee,  rose,  and  reported  progress.  And 
the  house  at  5 o’clock  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Jlpril \a.  Owing  to  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Cor- 
win, who  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis, 
relative  to  the  deposites,  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  the  house  agreed 
to  take  up  such  resolutions  as  had  been  long  lying  on  the  speak- 
er’s table,  as  would  not  elicit  debate. 

They  were  accordingly  taken  up,  and  seventy  or  eighty  of 
them  agreed  to. 

[Among  those  laid  over  were  the  following,  moved  this  day 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina: 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
federal  government  have  increased  beyond  the  authority  of  the 
constitution. 

Resolved,  That  the  powers  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
federal  government  have  increased,  are  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished. 

Resolved,  That  the  patronage  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished.] 

At  one  o’clock,  the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  took  up 
the  general  appropriation  hill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

When  Mr.  Vance  moved  an  amendment  (the  same,  in  sub- 
stance, as  heretofore  published,  hut  with  some  variations,  limit- 
ing the  reduction  of  clerk’s  salaries  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 
&c.  &c.)  proposing  a reduction  in  the  salaries  of  all  the  officers 
of  government.  The  debate  on  this  amendment  occupied  the 
committee  till  past  4 o’clock,  when  they  had  only  got  as  far  in 
this  list  of  officers  as  the  office  of  the  commissioner  of  the  de- 
partment of  Indian  affairs.  The  question  was  taken  separately 
on  the  salary  of  each  officer,  and  the  reduction  on  each  succes- 
sively negatived,  as  far  as  the  committee  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ed with  them.  The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

INSTRUCTION  TO  MR.  McKIM. 

To  the  voters  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  of  Maryland. 
The  delegates  appointed  by  the  first  five  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel  and  the  city  of  Anna- 
polis, to  proceed  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and  present  certain 
instructions  to  the  hon.  Isaac  McKim,  our  representative  in 
congress — respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  assembled  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  Tuesday, 
the  1st  April,  organized  their  body  by  calling  Charles  Carroll,  n( 
Anne  Arundel,  to  the  chair,  and  according  to  arrangement, 
waited  upon  Mr.  McKim  on  Thursday,  .3d  April,  at  12  o’clock, 
when  the  following  letter  W'as  read  by  the  chairman  and  then 
presented  to  him: 

Washington  city,  GadsbyU  hotel,  3d  ^pril,  1834. 

To  the  hon.  Isaac  McKim. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  the  distress  which  now  pervades  our  cotintry,  has  been 
produced  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  executive  with 
regard  to  that  question,  look  to  congress  alone  for  relief  from 
the  evils  which  this  ill  advised  measure  has  brought  upon  the 
country. 

In  order  that  our  representative  in  congress  should  be  appris- 
ed of  the  real  wishes  of  his  constituents,  and  feeling  assured 
that  he  will  not  hesitate  to  conform  to  those  wishes  to  their  full- 
est extent,  when  properly  made  acquainted  with  them — we  beg 
leave  to  inform  you,  that  meetings  have  been  held  in  various 
sections  of  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Maryland,  and  that 
resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  those  meetings,  and  signed  by 
a large  majority  of  your  constituents. 

The  undersigned  were  appointed  a delegation  to  proceed  to 
Washington  to  communicate  to  you  this  fact.  In  obedience  to 
their  instructions,  they  have  now  the  honor  to  present  to  you 
the  resolutions  as  passed  at  those  meetings,  with  the  accompa- 
nying signatures. 
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Annexed  is  an  official  statement*  of  the  number  of  votes  taken 
at  the  last  congressional  election  in  the  5th  district,  on  exami- 
nation of  which,  it  will  be  found  tliat  there  were  6,001  votes 
taken  at  that  election. 

The  resolutions  which  the  undersigned  have  now  the  honor 
to  hand  to  you  have  been  signed  by  3,717  voters,  all  of  whom 
we  firmly  believe  to  be  legal  voters  in  their  respective  districts, 
showing  a majority  of  715  [l,433]f  votes. 

From  the  anxiety  which  your  constituents  feel  to  know  your 
determination  on  this  important  subject,  the  undersigned  will 
conclude  this  communication  by  remarking  that  they  will  he 
most  happy  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience.  We 
are,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

CHARLES  CARROLL,  chairman. 
ALEXANDER  KIRKLAND,! 

MATTHEW  KELLY, 

R.  D.  MILLHOLLAND, 

AARON  CLAP, 

GEORGE  F.  THOM.E, 

JAMES  TONGUE, 

WILLIAM  BROGDEN, 

THOMAS  HODGES, 

BENJAMIN  WATKINS, 

CHAS.  S.  W.  DORSEY, 

GEORGE  HOWARD, 

THOMAS  S.  HERBERT, 

THOMAS  DUCKETT, 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON 
To  which  Mr.  McKim  made  the  following  reply: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I beg  leave  to  state  to  the  delegation  that  I 
fully  acknowledge  the  right  of  instruction  by  the  majority,  when 
that  majority  can  be  well  ascertained. 

The  papers  now  left  with  me  by  the  delegation,  shall  receive 
a most  careful  and  attentive  consideration,  as  the  subject  most 
justly  demands,  and  I shall  try,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to 
come  to  a just  and  correct  decision  thereon. 

ISAAC  McKIM. 


Delegation  from 
I the  first  5 wards 
j of  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore. 


Delegation  from 
Jinne  Arundel 
county  and  the  ci- 
ty of  Annapolis. 


The  delegation  having  thus  committed  the  subject  of  the  re- 
solutions to  the  representative  of  the  district,  consider  their  du- 
ties closed;  and  they  cannot  but  hope  that  so  authentic  a mani- 
festation of  the  wishes  of  his  constituents  will  not  be  without 
its  proper  influence,  while  they  believe  that  the  example  which 
this  proceeding  has  afforded  to  the  country,  may  be  beneficially 
followed  in  the  other  districts  of  the  state. 

Consigned  as  above. 

BANK^OF^MA^LAND. 

The  following  correspondence  has  been  published  in  the  daily 
papers: 

Baltimore,  April  2d,  1834. 

To  R.  W.  Gill,  Jacob  Albert,  Alexander  Fridge,  esq’s. 

Gentlemen — The  report  of  the  committee  of  fifteen,  which 
appears  in  the  papers  of  this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
cerns of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  seems,  not  only  in  my  own 
opinion,  but  in  the  opinion  of  friends  in  whose  judgment  I con- 
fide, to  be  calculated  to  convey  the  impression  that  I had  not 
cheerfully  acceded  to  each  of  the  propositions  made  to  me  by 
the  committee  that  were  finally  thought  by  them  to  be  just  in 
relation  to  the  trustees,  or  at  all  material  to  the  interests  of  the 
creditors. 

As  both  my  verbal  and  written  communications  in  the  whole 
of  this  affair  were  with  you  as  the  organs  of  the  committee, 
you  will,  I am  sure,  do  me  the  justice  to  state  in  reply  to  this 
note,  whether  I have  not  throughout  the  entire  negotiation,  riot 
only  willingly  consented  but  desired  that  the  trust  should  be 


*Note  by  the  editor  of  the  Register — Here  are  added  the  cer- 
■tificates  of  the  clerk  of  the  executive  council  shewing  the  fol- 
iowing results  of  the  election  held  in  October  last — 

McKim.  Stewart. 

Anne  Arundel  county 1,132  1,114 

5 wards  Baltimore 2,049  1,678 

3,181  2,792 

2,792 

5,973 

So  it  appears  that  28  votes  were,  in  the  whole,  without  the 
name  of  either  gentleman  for  congress.  Mr.  McKim’s  majority 

389. 

fTo  make  the  matter  plain  we  add  the  following  note  which 
appears  in  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  Monday  last. 

The  worthy  gentlemen  who  presented  the  instruction  of  the 
voters  of  the  5th  congresssional  district  to  Mr.  McKim,  made  a 
great  mistake  in  the  use  of  the  word  “majority.” 

They  say  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  taken  at  the  last 
election  was  6,001 — and  that  3,717  voters  have  signed  the  in- 
struction. Then— 

From  the  whole  number  of  votes  6,001 

Deduct  the  number  ofthe  signers  3,717 


And  there  is  left  2,284 

which  deducted  from  3,717  leaves  a majority  of  1,433— one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

If  one  be  taken  from  one  side  and  added  to  the  other,  it  does 
not  change  the  “plurality,”  but  gives  two  to  the  majority. 


placed  as  well  in  relation  to  the  number  of  trustees  to  be  as- 
sociated with  me,  the  mode  of  iheir  appointment,  and  the  man- 
ner of  executing  the  trust,  precisely  upon  the  fooling  which  the 
committee  have  ultimately  recommended. 

You  will  further  oblige  me,  by  stating,  what  I understand  to 
be  the  fact,  if  in  our  acceptance  of  the  trust,  as  proposed  to  be 
regulated  by  the  committee,  there  was  any  material  difference 
of  opinion  between  my  co-trustee,  J.  B.  Morris,  esq.  and  my- 
self, when  we  were  called  upon  prior  to  the  final  arrangement, 
to  express  our  determination  upon  the  subject. 

The  acceptance  of  the  third  trustee,  R.  W.  Gill,  esq.  having 
been  given  after  all  the  conditions  of  the  trust  had  been  agreed 
upon,  is  of  course  evidence  of  his  entire  acquiescence  in  their 
propriety.  Very  respectfully.  THO;  ELLICOTT. 

Baltimore,  April  2d,  1834. 

Sir— Your  letter  of  this  date,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Gill,  Fridge 
and  Albert,  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  by  those  gentle- 
men, who  beg  leave  in  reply  to  state,  that  having  again  care- 
fully examined  the  report,  we  cannot  discover  any  ground  for 
the  impression  it  seems  to  have  made  upon  you  and  the  friends 
you  have  consulted.  A recurrence  to  the  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  on  this  subject  will  show  that  it  could  not  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  committee  that  any  such  impressions 
should  be  made.  If  desired  by  you,  that  correspondence  shall 
be  published. 

It  is  proper  in  explanation  to  say,  that  the  propositions  to 
which  you  alluded  came  originally  from  yoursell— that  which 
related  to  the  appointment  of  additional  trustees,  was  acceded 
to  by  the  committee— the  others  were  modified.  By  order  of 
the  committee  of  fifteen,  I am  respectfully, 

ALEX’R  FRIDGE,  chairman,  pro  tern, 

Charles  C.  Harper,  secretary. 

To  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 

The  original  deeds  executed  by  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  bank  of  Maryland  to  Thomas  Ellicott,  provided,  that  he,  in 
the  entire  execution  of  the  trust  created  thereby,  should  act 
under  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  honorable  Stevenson  Ar- 
cher and  Thomas  B.  Dorsey,  and  in  case  they  declined  to  act, 
then  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  such  other  person  or 
persons  as  they  might  name.  Those  gentlemen  having  declined 
acting,  appointed  Reverdy  Johnson  and  John  V.  L.  McMahon, 
esquires,  as  the  advisers  and  directors  of  said  trust.  In  confor- 
mity with  the  resolutions  agreed  upon  by  the  general  committee 
of  the  creditors,  and  Thomas  Ellicott,  and  by  the  direction  of 
the  said  advisers  of  the  trustees,  a deed  of  assignment  from 
Thomas  Ellicott,  and  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  uniting  John  B.  Morris  and  Richard  W.  Gill,  as 
trustees  with  the  said  Thomas  ElUcott,  according  to  the  condi- 
tions of  the  original  deed  of  trust,  was  executed  and  delivered 
to  the  subscribers  upon  the  5th  April,  instant,  who  were  thus 
properly  authorised  to  proceed  with  the  affairs  of  the  said  trust. 

The  trustees  have  directed  a statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  to  he  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  creditors  as 
speedily  as  practicable,  which,  when  ready,  will  be  submitted 
to  them. 

Persons  interested,  will  please  lake  notice,  that  in  relation  to 
notes  and  draughts,  not  yet  due,  deposited  with  the  bank  of 
Maryland,  merely  for  collection,  by  parties  not  indebted  nor 
liable  to  the  bank,  and  over  which  the  bank  has  no  right  or  con- 
trol, other  than  as  agent,  the  trustees  do  not  consider  that  such 
notes  or  draughts  passed  to  them  by  the  assignment.  Applica- 
tions for  such  notes  and  draughts  will  be  made  to  the  cashier  of 
the  bank. 

It  is  proper  also  to  notify  the  debtors  and  creditors  of  the 
bank,  that  we  are  instructed  by  the  advisers  and  directors  ofthe 
trust,  that  the  debtors  of  the  bank  are  under  the  circumstances 
attending  the  creation  of  this  trust,  and  by  the  statute  laws  of 
Maryland,  privileged  to  discharge  their  debts  with  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  certificates  of  deposite  issued  by  it,  or  the  open  ac- 
counts due  by  it,  and  that,  without  regard  to  the  period  at  which 
such  debtors  may  have  become  the  proprietors  of  such  notes, 
certificates  or  accounts,  or  the  value  they  may  have  paid  for 
them.  This  instruction  is  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the 
trustees  for  their  government,  and  it  is  their  intention  to  fol- 
low it.  THOMAS  ELLICOTT,  ) 

JOHN  B.  MORRIS,  > trustees. 
RICHARD  W.  GILL.  ) 

Baltimore,  1th  April,  1834. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

As  we  cannot  publish,  at  length,  the  debate  in  the  senate,  on 
the  29th  ult.  on  the  concerns  of  the  post  office  department,  we 
copy  the  following  abstract  from  the  “Alexandria  Gazette” — 

Mr.  Leigh  sa\A,  referring  to  the  statement  made  in  the  Blue 
Book  with  regard  to  extra  allowances  to  contractors — 

“The  contract  prices  of  each  and  all  are  stated,  and  under 
them  the  extra  allowfvnces  (where  there  are  any)  are  set  down, 
and  indicated  by  an  asterism.  I began  my  examination  of  this 
list  of  mail  contractors  with  the  state  of  Maine,  and  having 
heard  a good  deal  of  conversation  since  I came  here  on  the  sub- 
ject of  these  extra  allowances,  I was  agreeably  surprised  to  see 
how  few  of  those  stars  were  in  Maine,  and  in  the  other  New 
England  states,  and  how  small  was  the  amount  of  the  extra  al- 
lowances in  that  part  of  the  union.  The  number  of  them,  how- 
ever, begins  to  increase  in  New  York,  and  thence,  gradually, 
till  the  mail  routes  cross  the  Potomac.  Getting  to  Virginia,  I 
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found  8ucb  a number  of  uterisms  as  quite  astonished  me — there 
is  a perfect  galaxy,  a milky  way,  illuminating  the  mail  routes 
through  that  state.  In  a single  psige  (page  256),  I find,  among 
others,  the  following;  Alex.  Patterson,  ^,300  contract  price, 
*^,300  extra  allowance;  Peck  & VVelford,  $5,^1  contract 
price,  *^,557  extra  allowance;  E.  Porter  & Co.  ^25,436  con- 
tract price,  *^8,232  extra  allowance;  D.  A.  Sc  O.  Saltmarsh, 
$8,000  contract  price,  *$4,913  extra  allowance;  Win.  Smith 
(who  lives  in  the  county  of  Culpeper,  from  which  this  memo- 
rial comes,  and  if  reports  say  true,  takes  a busy  part  in  politics 
there)  $10,897  68  contract  price,  *$9,550  extra  allowance;  and 
J.  N.  C.  Stockton,  $8,155  contract  price,  and  *$7,610  extra  al- 
lowance. 

These  extra  allowances,  in  that  single  page,  (to  which  my  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  the  light  of  those  ominous  stars), 
amount  in  the  aggregate,  to  $59,162,  while  the  aggregate  of  the 
contract  prices  is  but  $60,709. 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  referring  to  a report  which  had  been  made 
from  the  post  office  department — 

“I  glanced  my  eye  over  it,  and  found  among  other  things 
there,  by  the  help  of  a friend,  that  the  statements  of  the  most 
extravagant  of  the  extra  allowances  had,  in  some  thirty  or  forty 
instances,  undergone  erasure;  and  although  the  operation  had 
been  most  delicately  performed,  it  was  on  investigation  ascer- 
tained that  the  name  of  the  person  who  really  made  the  allow- 
ances (William  T.  Barry,  namely)  had  been  scratched  out,  and 
that  of  an  assistant  postmaster  general  under  Mr.  McLean’s 
administration  substituted  for  it.  It  appeared  also  that  the  re- 
port entirely  evaded  and  omitted  to  answer  this  call  expressly 
made  for  the  additional  services  of  contractors.  The  man  most 
injured  by  the  misstatement  of  this  official  report,  applied  to  the 
senate  for  redress,  and  the  senate  did,  by  a unanimous  vote,  re- 
scind the  order  for  printing  the  document,  on  the  ground  that  a 
report,  thus  discredited  in  so  many  instances  was  creditable  in 
none.  Yet  we  are  now,  by  the  burning  of  the  treasury  build- 
ings, deprived  of  all  other  statements  than  those  coming  from 
the  same  sources  from  which  this  document  proceeded.” 

Mr.  Ewing  said:  “It  is  now  3 or  4 weeks  since  we  called  on 
the  treasury  department  for  information  respecting  mail  con- 
tracts and  extra  allowances,  which,  by  law,  are  to  be  deposited 
there  within  a short  time  after  they  shall  have  been  made.  It 
was  not  until  last  evening  that  any  information  was  given  us  on 
that  subject,  and  we  were  then  informed  that  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  that  subject  had  been  ne.arly  all  consumed,  and,  among 
those  that  remained,  no  extra  allowances  appeared  to  have  been 
reported.  The  clerk  who  gave  the  information,  for  it  was  mere- 
ly verbal,  stated,  also,  that  tliose  allowances  appear  only  in 
pencil  marks  in  the  books,  or  on  the  copies  of  the  contracts  in 
the  post  office  department.  This,  sir,  is  truly  a most  startling 
fact.  Those  extra  allowances  appear  on  the  Blue  Book  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  have  been 
made  by  that  department  whieh  is  rendered  insolvent  by  the 
waste  and  extravagance  of  those  who  control  it,  and  they  have 
avoided  the  only  check  which  the  law  imposes  upon  them,  by 
neglecting  to  report  to  the  treasury  department;  and  the  whole 
matter  stands  in  pencil  marks  only  on  them,  in  a situation  to  be 
altered  or  obliterated,  as  may  best  suit  the  views  of  those  who 
have  access  to  them.” 

In  any  other  age  of  the  republic,  how  such  facts  as  these 
would  have  startled  and  aroused  every  man  in  the  country! 
Will  the  people  sufl^er  such  conduct  now.?  Are  they  prepared 
to  countenance  corruption  and  abuse  so  monstrous,  gross  and 
palpable? 

©+H— 

LEGISLATURE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

From  the  Harrishurgh  Intelligencer,  of  JJpril  3. 
Substance  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Dunlop,  delivered  on  Tuesday 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  upon  the  resolution  of  the 
judiciary  committee,  “that  the  speaker  issue  a warrant  to 
bring  James  Lesley,  esq.  before  the  house  to  answer  for  a 
contempt,  for  refusal  to  answer,  (before  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  expenditures  on  the  canal),  the 
question: 

“Do  you  know  whether  any  engineer,  superintendent,  super- 
visor, or  any  other  person  or  persons  holding  appointments 
under  them,  have  been,  or  are  now  interested  in  contracts,  on 
any  of  the  public  works,  or  whether  any  of  the  public  moneys 
have  been  used  by  any  of  the  public  agents  now  in  office,  for  pur- 
poses other  than  those  authorised  by  law?” 

Mr.  Dunlop  said,  that  the  house  had  certain  express  powers 
relating  to  powers  of  investigation  of  matters  of  fact — and  cer- 
tain implied  powers  necessary  to  carry  those  powers  into  suc- 
cessful operation.  That  the  house  has  power  of  impeachment, 
and  of  voting  for  the  removal  of  judges,  for  instance.  That 
these  express  powers  imply  the  power  of  examination  and  en- 
forcing the  disclosure  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject  or  matter. 
But  he  said  he  could  not  assent  to  the  doctrine  that  the  house 
have  the  implied  power  to  enforce  the  disclosure  of  facts  and 
discovery  of  papers  by  force,  the  purpose  of  procuring  informa- 
tion upon  any  and  every  subject.  That  the  right  of  enforcing 
disclosure  of  facts  and  discovery  of  papers  by  force  could  not 
legally  be  carried  beyond  the  execution  of  the  express  pnw’ers 
of  investigation  as  in  case  of  impeachment.  But  that  the  house 
could  not  enforce  the  disclosure  of  facts  to  enlighten  their 
minds  on  subjects  of  a merely  legislative  nature.  That  he  could 
not  consent  to  the  doctrine  of  his  colleague  that  the  powers  of 
the  house  to  punish  for  contempt  extended,  for  instance,  to  the 
offer  of  a bribe  to  a member  in  bis  chamber— but  that  the  ne- 


cessarily implied  powers  of  the  house  to  arrest  for  contempt, 
ought  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  protection  of  themselves 
whilst  actually  acting  or  about  to  act  as  a legislative  body  and 
the  prosecution  of  the,  powers  expressly  confided  to  them  by 
the  constitution. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  case  before  the  house  he  argued 
that  the  house  ought  not  to  issue  the  warrant  to  arrest  Mr.  Lesley 
on  the  ground  of  his  being  in  contempt  as  he  Mr.  L.  was  not 
bound  to  answer  the  question  put  in  the  committee,  in  as  much 
as  it  was  too  broad  in  its  terms.  That  as  the  committee  report- 
ed the  case  to  the  house,  the  house  ought  not  to  hold  Mr.  Lesley 
in  contempt,  unless,  (if  the  investigation  was  before  the  house), 
he  would  be  bound  to  answer.  That  he  thought  the  committee 
might  as  well  have  asked,  do  you  know  any  scoundrels  in 
Pennsylvania?  If  you  do  please  state  who  they  arc  and  why 
yon  think  so.  That  though  the  11th  section  of  the  resolution 
ordering  the  inquiry,  was  as  general  as  the  question,  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  committee  could  put  all  sorts  of  questions  to  a 
witness,  not  directed  to  a particular  malpractice  or  the  miscon- 
duct of  a particular  individual. 

He  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering  a resolution,  that  the 
question  propounded  to  James  Lesley,  esq.  by  the  committee, 
appointed,  &c.  is  too  general  in  its  terms  to  justify  the  house 
in  issuing  a warrant  to  bring  him  before  the  house  for  contempt. 

From  the  same,  same  date. 

(fff=-Near]y  all  day  yesterday  was  taken  up  in  debating  a re- 
solution from  the  judiciary  committee,  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, that  the  sergeant-at-arms  take  into  custody  James  Les- 
ley, esq.  and  bring  him  before  the  bar  of  the  house  to  answer 
for  a contempt  of  the  house  in  refusing  to  answer  a question 
put  to  him  by  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  public  agents  in  the  disbursement  of  money  on  the 
public  works.  Mr.  Lesley  refused  to  disclose  private  and  con- 
fidential correspondence  solicited  by  himself,  after  stating  that 
the  facts  to  be  disclosed  would  in  no  manner  criminate  himself. 

[The  resolution  was  passed — 67  yeas,  17  nays.] 

(Jt^This  morning,  (April  3),  James  Lesley,  esq.  was  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  house  by  the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Lacock 
read  a case  in  congress,  of  a publisher  of  a paper  that  refused 
in  1812  to  testify  before  the  committee  of  foreign  relations.  Mr. 
Alexander  moved  that  the  question  which  Mr.  Lesley  refused  to 
answer  before  the  committee,  be  now  put  to  him  by  the  speaker, 
which  after  the  reading,  the  report  of  the  committee,  was  agreed 
to.  Mr.  Lesley  then  stood  up  and  the  speaker  asked  him  the 
question.  Mr.  Lesley  replied  in  substance  that  he  had  every 
respect  for  the  house,  but  that  he  had  divulged  every  thing  which 
he  could  as  a man  of  honor.  Mr.  Lesley  was  then  recommitted 
to  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms.  Mr.  Alexander  then 
offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas,  James  Lesley  having  been  brought  before  the  house 
of  representatives,  by  the  sergeant-at  arms,  on  a warrant  issued 
against  him  for  a contempt,  and  it  appearing  from  the  testimony 
offered  and  accepted,  to  sustain  the  charge  against  him,  and 
from  his  answer  before  the  house,  that  there  was  no  intention 
on  his  part  to  resist  the  due  execution  of  the  laws;  but,  that  he 
was  actuated  solely  by  a principle  of  honor,  magnanimous  in 
its  conception,  yet  mistaken  in  abstract  legal  contemplation. 
And,  as  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  and  the  dignity  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  have  been  fully  vindicated  and  sustained; 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Lesley  be  forthwith  discharged 
from  custody. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Alexander,  Hoi 
comb.  Walker,  Crawford,  of  Franklin,  Stevens,  Lacock  and 
Keating  took  part,  the  resolution  was  postponed,  and  Mr.  Les- 
ley was  again  brought  before  the  house,  when  he  again  refused 
to  testify,  but  stated  that  nothing  that  he  could  state  would  im- 
plicate the  canal  commissioners.  He  was  again  committed  to 
the  custody  of  the  sergeant-al- arms,  and  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Alexander  to  discharge  him,  was  again  taken  up. 

The  debate  on  the  resolution  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Alexander,  Lacock,  Thompson,  Holcomb,  McCreery,  Barclay, 
Wallace,  Dunlop,  Crawford,  of  Franklin  and  Kerr,  of  Butler, 
to  a late  hour,  when  it  was  negatived,  the  vote  being  ayes  19, 
nays  69. 

So  Mr.  Lesley,  is  still  in  the  custody  of  the  sergeant-at-arms. 

[Mr.  L.  remained  in  custody  at  the  date  of  our  last  accounts, 

Ed.  Reg.] 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

REPORT  or  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR’S  MES- 
SAGE. 

[Report  made  to  the  assembly,  March  31.] 

Mr.  Morris,  from  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  hou.ses,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  special  message  of  the  governor,  of  the 
24th  March,  1834,  reported: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  all  the  consideration 
which  its  importance  demands,  and  that  their  deliberations  have 
resulted  in  an  unanimous  assent  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure, 
which  the  governor  has  recommended  to  the  legislature.  They 
have  prepared  a bill  accordingly;  but  before  they  proceed  to 
submit  the  details  of  the  plan  on  which  they  have  united,  they 
deem  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  advert  to  the  circumstances 
which  render  its  adoption  expedient,  and  to  the  relation  in 
which  the  state  of  New  York  has  for  several  years  stood  to  the 
great  question  of  rechartering  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 
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Tlie  right  of  congress,  under  the  constitution  of  the  U.  Slates, 
to  incorporate  sucli  an  inslitulion.  has  uniibnniy  been  denied 
by  many  of  our  citizens;  vviiile  olliers,  wlio  supposed  that  sucli 
a right,  tliough  not  given  in  terms,  might  be  drawn  by  implica- 
tion from  express  grants  of  power,  became  at  an  early  day 
alarmed  at  the  influence  which  the  banU  liad  acquired  by  its 
contrul  over  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  states, and  by  gam- 
ing over  to  its  service  many  individuals  of  distinguished  talents. 
Who  hud  uniibrmly  been  hostile  to  it.  All  saw  in  these  indica- 
tions of  strength,  a danger  that  it  might  be  perverted  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  objects  altogether  inconsistent  with  that  free- 
dom of  opinion,  on  wliich  the  durability  of  our  political  institu- 
tions essentially  depends.  An  apprehension  on  the  one  hand, 
of  a concentralion  of  power  dangerous  to  the  government  and 
the  people;  and  on  the  other,  a deliberate  coiivieliou  of  the  un- 
coiistitutionaliiy  of  the  bank,  led,  in  the  year  1831,  to  an  expres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  legislature  of  this  stale,  adverse  to  the  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  Since  that  time,  the  electors  of  this  stale 
have  repeatedly  evinced  their  strong  repugnance  to  it,  nolwilli- 
standiiig  the  etforisof  that  institution  lobring  about  a change  in 
its  favor,  by  purchasing  presses  and  attempting  to  corrupt  the 
fountains  of  public  opinion.  But  the  firmness  with  which  all 
these  efforts  have  been  resisted  by  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, has  fully  deinonsirated  the  existence  of  a dee|)- rooted  con- 
viction on  their  part,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  continued  beyond 
the  period  for  which  it  is  chartered. 

In  pursuance  of  the  design  referred  toon  the  part  of  the  bank, 
to  produce  a change  of  opinion  in  its  favor,  its  accommodations 
were  extcided  throughout  the  union,  from  about  forty-two  to 
seventy  millions  of  dollars,  between  December,  1830,  and  May, 
1832.  Ill  this  expansion  of  its  loans,  our  own  citizens  largely 
participated;  and  the  unnatural  impulse  which  it  gave  to  busi- 
ness and  the  spirit  of  commercial  enterprise,  has  tnade  the  sub- 
sequent contraction  of  the  operations  of  the  bank,  mure  embar- 
rassing and  disastrous  in  its  consequences. 

Unsuccessful  in  its  attempts  to  control  public  opinion,  by  ap- 
peals to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  people,  the  bank  imme- 
diately commenced  a system  of  curtailment;  and  there  is  abund- 
ant reason  to  believe  that  it  was  the  result  of  a deliberate  plan 
to  create  wide-spread  embarrassment  and  suffering,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extorting  from  the  wants  and  fears  of  the  comniuniiy  an 
expression  which  it  had  failed  to  obtain  by  the  extension  of  its 
favors.  There  is  equal  reason  to  believe  that  the  principal  ef- 
fects of  the  contraction  referred  to,  have  been  made  to  fall  upon 
the  citizens  of  this  state:  an  object  by  no  means  uiflicult  to  ac- 
complish, as  the  commercial  operations  of  the  union  have  cen- 
tered for  many  years  in  the  city  of  New  York.  And  although 
the  statements  of  the  branch  in  that  city  exhibit  no  diminution 
of  the  amount  of  its  discounts,  it  is  nevertheless  well  understood 
that  the  bank,  while  it  has  refused  to  the  city  merchants  the 
usual  accommodations  in  collecting  the  debts  due  them  from 
other  states,  has,  by  the  purchase  of  domestic  exchange  on  N. 
York,  ihiough  its  southern  and  western  branches,  availed  itself 
of  their  indebtedness,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  upon  them  the 
distress  and  alarm  on  which  it  founded  its  hopes  of  coercing  the 
people  into  a renewal  of  its  charter. 

It  IS  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  the  condition  of  this  state 
would  have  been  one  of  extraordinary  prosperity,  but  for  the 
embarrassments  winch  have  grow'ii  out  of  the  operations  of  the 
bank.  That  the  payuieui  of  duties  in  cash,  by  wilhdiawinga 
large  amount  of  credits,  which  were  equivalent  to  capital  in  the 
business  of  the  merchants,  has  contributed  to  the  prevailing  dif- 
ficulties, cannot  be  denied.  But  it  is  believed  that  this  change 
of  system  might  have  been  made  without  serious  embarrass- 
ment, if  the  bank  had  not  reiienched  its  accomodations  at  the 
same  tune,  and  by  creating  alarm,  put  an  end  to  that  inter- 
change of  confidence  and  credit,  wliich  is  indispensable  to  the 
successful  prosecution  of  commercial  enterprises.  The  ele- 
ments of  our  prosperity  are  undiminished:  the  stale  was  never 
essentially  more  prosperous:  the  surplus  production  of  the  last 
season  was  almost  unexampled;  no  foreign  market  has  been 
closed  against  us;  and  until  the  presses  in  the  service  of  the 
bank,  ami  the  public  men  who  are  advocating  its  recharler,  pio- 
claimed  that  the  country  was  overwhelmed  with  embarrassment 
and  suffering,  our  commerce  and  enterprise  were  pursuing  their 
accustomed  channels  with  activity  and  success. 

That  much  of  the  existing  pressure  is  the  fruit  of  distrust, 
cannot  be  denied;  but  that  any  portion  of  this  distrust  is  to  be 
attributed,  as  the  partisans  of  the  bank  assert,  to  the  change 
made  by  the  government  in  the  places  for  depositing  the  public 
moneys,  will  not  be  a moment  conceded.  If  the  public  moneys 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  commercial  operations  of  the 
country,  a corresponding  reireuchment  would  have  been  the 
consequence.  But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  manner 
their  transfer  from  one  institution  to  another,  having  nearly  the 
same  local  situation,  and  possessing  similar  means  of  extending 
accommodations  to  business  men,  could  have  produced  the  ef- 
fects ascribed  to  it.  The  local  hanks,  wliich  received  these 
moneys,  have  discounted  upon  them  freely,  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  have  been  the  principal  means  of  sustaining  the  com- 
munity against  the  evil  consequences  resulting  from  the  con- 
traction of  the  accommodiitions  ot  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
which,  fiom  the  period  when  its  curtailments  commenced,  have 
been  reduced  about  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  That  this  con- 
traction has  been  made  in  a capricious  manner  and  been  car- 
ried to  an  unnecessary  extent,  can  hardly  be  disputed:  nor  is  it 
doubted  that  it  might  close  all  its  conceins  v\'ithonl  pioductng  I 
ttmbariassment  in  the  business  affairs  of  the  country,  if  it  had  I 


not  assumed  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  local  banks  as  well 
as  to  the  decided  expressions  of  public  opinion.  The  former 
bank  of  the  United  Stales  discontinued  its  operations  without 
any  material  check  to  the  public  pru.'periiy,  although  during  the 
contest  in  congress  for  a recharler,  the  same  scenes  of  panic 
and  distress  were  enacted  by  its  partisan.'-.  But  the  question 
ol  its  recharler  being  disposed  of,  it  submitted  to  its  fate,  and  by 
means  of  the  state  banks,  with  which  it  had  a friendly  uiider- 
siandiiig,  the  transfer  of  its  accommodations  and  business  was 
made  without  difficulty  or  commotion. 

It  is  not  to  disguised  tiiat  the  stale  of  New  York  is  the  pecu- 
liar object  of  hostility  to  the  bank  and  its  partisans.  Although 
we  hear  of  embarrassment  and  distress  in  other  states,  those 
evils  are  not  depicted  elsewhere  with  the  same  exaggerated  fea- 
tures. Bill-holders  have  been  urged  to  make  demands  of  specie 
on  the  banks;  unwearied  aitempls  have  been  made  to  bring 
them  into  disrepute,  by  declaring  lliem  to  be  on  the  verge  of  in- 
solvency; and  it  has  been  their  misfortune  to  incur  the  enmity 
of  men  distiiiguished  lor  their  talents  in  congress,  while  the  mo- 
neyed insliiulions  of  other  slates  have  been  almost  entirely  ex- 
empt fiom  their  animadversions.  Rumors  of  the  failure  of  par- 
tittular  institutions  have  been  put  in  circulation  simultaneously 
ill  different  sections  of  the  country;  merchants  of  high  standing 
have  been  made  the  subjects  of  similar  impeachment;  and  no 
ertort  has  been  spared  to  produce  panic  and  di.-lress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inducing  the  people  of  this  stale  to  lake  shelter  from 
impending  evils  under  the  shadow  of  the  hank  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  credit  and  stability  which  our  local  institutions 
have  derived  from  the  safely  fund  system  have  enabled  them 
successfully  to  resist  that  grasping  monopoly:  and  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  attacks,  which  they  have  sustain- 
ed, would,  in  the  absence  of  the  provisions  of  the  safely  fund 
act,  have  produced  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  The 
objections  which  have  been  urged  against  them,  by  those  who 
have  manifested  a greater  willingness  to  assail  than  to  under- 
stand the  system,  have  been  so  satisfactorily  answered  by  our 
senators  and  representatives  in  congiess,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  us  to  recapitulate  either  the  aspersions  or  their  refuiation. 
We  cannot,  however,  forbear  to  remark  that  if  the  annual  con- 
tributions of  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  for  six  years  only,  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  a fund  to  secure  bill-holders,  is  objected  to, 
the  objection  is  answered  by  the  fact,  that  in  other  states  the 
banks  are  required  to  contribute  annually  during  the  continu- 
ance of  their  charters  a larger  amount  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment; if  the  evils  of  a paper  currency  ate  pointed  out  as  a 
source  of  apprehension,  the  answer  is,  that  in  other  stales  the 
issues  of  paper  exceed  the  amount  to  which  our  banks  are  re- 
stricted: if  a concentration  of  power  by  means  of  the  safety 
fund  is  feared,  we  answer,  that  the  interest  of  each  bank  is 
concerned  in  confining  the  operations  of  ail  the  others  to  their 
proper  limits,  and  that  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  banks  are  con- 
trolled by  individuals,  who  are  politically  opposed  both  to  Iho 
administiaiion  of  the  state  and  the  nation.  Although  it  is  an- 
nounced that  a more  liberal  policy  has  been  adopted  by  the 
bank,  it  is  well  known  that  the  arrangement  is  to  be  temporary 
in  its  duration.  Tliere  is  even  reason  to  believe  that  the  po- 
licy of  curtailment  will  be  resumed  and  pursued;  and  that  the 
people  have  nothing  to  hope  from  the  liberality  of  the  bank  but 
through  the  surrender  of  principles,  which  they  have  repeatedly 
asserted,  and  which  we  are  satisfied  they  will  never  abandon. 
The  people  of  this  state  have  always  been  ready  to  make  all 
necessary  sacrifices  of  their  interest  for  the  public  good;  and 
we  much  mistake  them  if  they  do  not  meet,  with  a firm  and  un- 
yielding resistance,  every  effort  to  coerce  them  into  an  aban- 
donment of  their  honest  opinions  on  the  pan  of  an  institution, 
which  has  set  the  authority  of  the  general  government  at  de- 
fiance, which  has  decl.nred  that  it  held  in  its  hand  the  exis- 
tence of  the  slate  banks,  and  which  has  exhibited  both  the 
power  and  the  di.sposition  to  inflict  injury  and  suffering  upon 
the  community. 

Experience  teaches  us  that  in  this  warfare  upon  us  our  re- 
liance must  be  upon  our  own  resources.  Our  bank.s  stand  firm, 
and  they  are  better  prepared  lor  the  prosecution  of  the  contest 
then  they  were  when  it  commenced.  Many  individuals,  how- 
ever, in  our  commercial  cities,  have  yielded  to  the  pressure; 
although  the  distress  has  been  by  no  means  so  great  as  has  been 
represented.  The  efforts  to  create  a panic,  which  should  re- 
.siilt  in  the  prostration  of  our  moneyed  institutions,  have  been 
fruitless;  and  if  the  business  ot  our  citizens  were  left  to  regulate 
itself,  confidence  would  soon  be  restored.  But  how  long  the 
bank  may  allow  their  operations  to  continue  undisturbed,  can- 
not be  foreseen;  nor  i.s  it  practicable  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  of  the  liabilities  of  our  citizens  to  that  institution,  when 
its  operations  are  spread  out  through  its  numerous  branche.s, 
and  when  the  only  avenue,  through  which  any  detailed  infor- 
mation can  be  reached,  is  effectually  clo.sed  up  .against  the  peo- 
ple by  the  rejection  of  the  government  directors.  It  is,  however, 
slated  that  its  total  amount  of  loans  on  the  l.«t  of  March,  inst. 
exceeded  fifty- four  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  it  is  believed 
seven  millions  at  least,  are  due  from  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
ft  is  in  the  power  of  that  institution  to  call  in  a great  portion  of 
this  amount  in  a short  period;  and  it  may  also  reach  us  by  sud- 
den curtailments  in  places  having  intimate  commerciai  con- 
nexions with  the  city  of  New  York:  and  we  should  be  wanting 
in  prudence  and  foresight,  when  we  recur  to  the  past  m.anifes- 
tations  of  its  design.^,  if  we  were  not  to  anticipate  and  guard 
against  such  an  exercise  of  its  power  as  its  inieiestor  ambition 
may  dictate. 
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OlLer  states  have  already  taken  such  measures  as  were  deem- 
ed necessary  to  prulect  llieir  citizens  both  against  the  gradual 
withdrawal  of  its  capital  and  its  struggles  lu  perpetuate  ilseW. 
On  uur  part,  no  extraordinary  h gislallon  would  be  necessary,  if 
we  were  sure  that  its  affairs  would  be  closed  in  sueli  a manner 
ns  the  interest  of  the  public  and  its  stockholders  requires.  Hut 
when  we  con.-ider  the  desperate  efforts  which  it  has  made  to 
procure  a rech.irler,  the  assaults  of  its  partisans  upon  tlie  ciedit 
of  the  country,  and  the  evils  which  it  has  visited  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  this  slate,  the  committee  deem  it  due  to  uur  cilizens 
that  some  measure  should  be  adopted  to  protect  them  Ifuin  an 
arbitrary  exercise  of  its  power.  The  necessity  of  such  a mea- 
sure does  not  grow  out  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  or  any 
doubt  on  our  part  of  their  ability  to  withstand  any  assault  w hich 
may  be  made  on  them.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fully  satisfied, 
t'roin  a careful  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  banks  to  the 
commissioners  oil  the  4th  of  March  instant,  which  were  exhibit- 
ed to  us  at  our  request,  that  nothing  but  a series  of  unforeseen 
and  extraordinary  calamities  could  jeopard  their  safely.  But  in 
order  to  place  theui.selves,  ns  the  cominitlee  now  consider 
lliciii,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  they 
have  been  compelled  to  withhold  from  their  customers  the  ac- 
commodations usually  granted  at  this  season  of  the  year:  and 
any  further  contraction  of  its  operations  by  that  institution, 
might  compel  them  to  curtail  still  farther  and  thus  increase  the 
existing  pressure. 

It  is  only  under  this  view  of  the  subject — for  the  purpose  of 
affording  to  the  business  of  the  city  its  usual  acconirnudalions, 
and  thus  securing  the  country  a market  fur  its  productions— 
that  the  cuinmillee  feel  it  incumhenl  on  them  to  recommend 
any  measure  of  precaution.  Such  they  understand  to  be  the 
purport  of  the  governor’s  message,  and  concurring,  as  they  do, 
in  the  views  presented  by  him,  their  attention  has  been  direct- 
ed solely  to  the  object  referred  to. 

In  addition  to  the  objections  suggested  by  the  governor  to  the 
project  of  a large  bank,  other  considerations  of  foice  might  be 
urged  against  it.  But  the  curnmittee  limit  themselves  to  the 
single  remark,  that,  in  their  opinion,  no  such  indispensable  ne- 
cessity exists  as  to  warrant  the  legislature  in  hazarding  the  ex- 
periment. 

The  project  of  a loan  upon  the  credit  of  the  state,  is  not  open 
to  the  same  objections.  It  will  be  a mere  pledge  of  the  credit  of 
the  slate,  to  the  amount  loaned,  for  the  piutcction  of  its  citizens 
against  an  unprovoked  warfare  upon  their  prosperity,  and  to 
enable  them  to  sustain  themselves  in  the  effoit  which  they  are 
making,  in  common  with  the  cilizens  of  other  states,  to  cast  off 
a moiiopoly  alike  irresponsible  and  dangerous  to  our  popular 
insliluiions.  For  the  accomplishment  of  these  great  objects, 
affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole  union  as  well  us  our  own, 
the  committee  conceive  that  we  shoHld  be  wanting  in  our  duly, 
if  we  were  to  hesitate  in  resorting  to  the  credit  ot  the  slate  as  a 
means  of  prulection,  in  case  the  necessity  for  its  inlcrposilion 
should  arise.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  authority  to 
make  the  loan  and  issue  tlie  slock,  be  vested  in  a board  of  com- 
missioneis,  composed  partly  of  state  officers,  in  whom  the  pub- 
lic have  long  reposed  confidence,  and  partly  of  individuals 
known  for  their  talents  and  integrity,  to  be  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor and  senate,  whose  duly  it  will  also  be  to  determine 
when  and  to  what  extent  the  execution  of  the  measure  shall 
be  demanded  by  the  public  exigencies.  The  commiltee  are 
aware  that  such  a discretion  may  be  objected  to:  but  they  see 
no  alternative  but  to  confide  it  as  they  propose.  Unless  this  be 
done,  the  legislature  must  either  declare  lhat  the  loan  shall  be 
made  absolutely,  or  by  refusing  to  act,  leave  their  constituents 
at  the  mercy  of  an  institution,  from  which  they  have  nothing  to 
expect  on  the  score  of  justice  »r  liberality. 

The  amount  proposed  to  be  loaned  is  $6,000,000,  of  which 
$4,000,000  is  set  apart  for  the  city  of  New  York,  and  $2,000,000 
for  the  diffeient  counties  of  the  slate,  excepting  those  in  Hie 
first  senate  district.  The  cummissiuners  arc  to  be  authorised 
to  issue  5 per  cent,  slate  stuck  fur  this  amount,  redeemable  at 
different  periods,  as  they  may  think  proper,  but  not  exceeding 
12  years  in  any  case.  It  is  proposed  to  loan  the  amount,  set 
apart  tor  the  counties,  through  the  agency  of  the  loan  officers, 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  act  authorising  the  loan  of  1808; 
but  the  money  is  in  no  instance  to  be  delivered  to  those  officers 
until  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  shall  first  determine 
that  their  citizens  require  it;  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan  of 
1792,  the  county  will  be  responsible  for  any  deficiency  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest  in  the  payment  of  the  sums  loaned  within  it. 
These  provisions,  while  lliey  leave  it  to  the  several  counties  lu 
decide  whether  the  loan  is  necessary,  will  insure  a certain  re- 
turn of  the  money  to  the  treasury  of  the  slate,  after  having  per- 
formed its  office  of  guarding  against  the  evils  of  factitious  as 
well  as  real  pressure. 

It  is  proposed  to  loan  the  sum  set  apart  fur  the  first  district, 
to  the  banks  in  the  city  ol  New  York,  which  shall  make  appli- 
cation fur  it,  and  shall  offer  to  the  state  such  ample  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  and  the  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
pal  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  commissioners;  but  no  part  of 
the  sum  is  to  be  loaned  to  any  bank,  unless  in  the  judgment  of 
the  board  the  public  exigencies  require  it,  and  in  no  case  is  a 
loan  to  a bank  to  exceed  one-half  of  its  capital  slock.  When- 
ever a loan  shall  be  made,  the  bank  receiving  it,  should,  in  or- 
der to  render  it  beneficial  to  the  community,  be  authorised  to 
discount  upon  it  as  capital;  and  in  this  manner  it  is  believed 
that  the  ueeesbities  of  business  men  will  be  much  mure  effectu- 


ally relieved  than  they  could  be  by  the  intervention  of  loan  offi- 
cers. The  execution  of  these  arrangements  will  depend  upon 
a concurrence  of  the  banks  and  the  cummissiuners;  and  the 
coinniillce  are  assured  lhat,  in  case  of  necessity,  it  would  afford 
a relief,  the  effects  of  which  would  be  felt  throughout  the  stale. 
The  condition  of  the  inarKet  in  New  York,  nece.ssarily  afi'ccia 
every  section  of  the  stale;  lor  it  is  in  liial  city  that  all  our  com- 
mercial operations  centre.  The  abundance  or  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney there,  fixes  the  prices  of  all  the  productions  of  the  interior; 
and  upon  the  ability  of  the  merchant  to  make  purchases,  will 
depend  the  reward  which  the  farmer,  the  mechanic  and  the 
nianufaclurcr  receive  for  the  fruits  of  their  industry.  Thus  are 
all  classes  of  uur  cilizens,  and  all  sections  of  the  state,  linked 
together  by  eonimun  lies  of  interest,  which  can  neither  be  brok- 
en nor  relaxed  without  general  embarrussineni  and  suffering. 

It  IS  by  the  piessuie  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  upon  the 
money  market  of  the  city,  that  the  distress  which  is  fell  in 
some  of  the  interior  counties,  has  been  producud;  and  it  is  for 
the  purpose  of  alleviaiing  it  and  guarding  against  its  recur- 
rence, that  the  proposed  loan  is  set  apart  to  sustain  the  prospe- 
rity of  the  city;  indispensable  as  it  is  to  the  successful  employ- 
ment of  the  wealth,  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  whole  state. 

Such  are  the  general  features  of  the  relief  proposed  by  the 
bill,  which  the  committee  ask  leave  to  introduce.  They  are 
aware  that  the  measure  is  of  no  oidinary  character,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  not  without  precedent.  In  1786,  when  the 
country  had  passed  through  a long  and  sanguinary  struggle  for 
independence,  and  had  come  out  of  that  contest  with  its  cum- 
meicial  confidence  impaired,  and  its  citizens  embarrassed  by 
the  pressure  of  pecuniaiy  distress,  the  legislature  of  this  state 
interpobed  its  credit  and  loaned  to  the  counties  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  1808,  when  the  commerce  of  the 
country  had  been  suspended  by  measures  of  restriction,  indis- 
pensable to  its  preservation,  the  legislature  authorised  the  fiscal 
officer  of  the  government  to  burrow  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  to  loan  it  to  the  citizens  of  the  state.  la 
each  of  these  cases,  immediate  and  effectual  relief  from  a tem- 
porary pressure  wa.s  afi'oided.  Then  as  now,  the  state  waa 
called  on  by  a regaid  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  its  citi- 
zens, to  put  forth  its  credit  for  their  support.  And  the  commit- 
tee cannot  forbear  to  add,  lhat  if  in  the  cases  referred  to,  the 
appeal  was  not  unsuccessful,  the  obligation  of  the  state  to  stand 
forth  in  its  strength,  seems  at  least  equally  imperious,  when 
her  commercial  prosperity  is  assailed,  the  ffeedom  of  opinion 
outraged,  and  a vast  moneyed  power  seeks  to  perpetuate  itself 
upon  the  ruins  of  uur  political  institutions. 

The  loans  of  1786  and  1808  were  not  made  to  banks,  or  to  ci- 
tizens through  the  agency  of  banks;  and  although  the  proposi- 
tion to  intrust  so  large  an  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  local  iii- 
stilulions  may  meet  with  some  objections,  it  is  apparent  that 
this  mode  of  extending  relief  and  giving  renewed  activity  to 
our  commerce  will  be  more  effectual  than  any  other.  When 
we  consider  that  the  general  government  has  not  hesitated  to 
intru.st  to  three  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  a larger  sum 
than  is  now  proposed  to  be  loaned  lu  all  of  them,  and  that  our 
citizens  have  confided  to  fifteen  of  those  institutions  private  de- 
posiies  exceeding  $6,600,000,  no  reason  can  be  perceived  why 
the  stale  should  put  less  confidence  in  Uiem  than  those  who 
have  a deeper  interest  in  their  stability  and  credit.  Our  canal 
fund,  exceeding  $2,500,000,  is  now  and  has  been  for  some 
years,  deposited,  not  only  with  safely,  but  with  profit,  in  uur 
banks,  principally  in  the  interior  of  the  slate;  and  in  the  year 
1833,  the  sum  of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars  was  drawn  from 
them  by  the  commissioners  of  the  canal  fund  fur  the  redemption 
of  canal  stuck.  In  1797  the  legislature  authorised  the  sale  of 
the  United  States  bank  stock,  held  by  the  stale,  aniuuiiting  to 
$1,300,000.  to  the  bank  of  New  York,  for  which  that  bank  gave 
its  bund.  'J'he  capital  of  the  bank  was  never  more  than  one 
million  of  dollars;  yet  a debt  exceeding  lhat  amount  existed 
against  it  more  than  iwniiy  years  without  any  loss  to  the  state: 
while  in  the  jrresenl  case,  the  proposed  loans  are  .lot  to  exceed 
one-half  the  capital  of  the  banks  to  which  they  are  made. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  lhat  this  measure  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  without  necessity.  But  when  we  consider  the  power 
ofthebankof  the  United  Slates,  and  its  attempts  to  control 
public  opinion  by  successive  appeals  to  the  favoi  and  the  wants 
of  the  coinniunity,  the  committee  rely  w’ith  confidence  on  the 
patriotism  of  our  cilizens  to  support  all  measures  necessary  for 
our  common  protection.  They  will  not  fail  to  perceive,  that  if 
this  vast  and  irresponsible  monopoly  is  successful  in  its  strug- 
gles to  maintain  itself  in  <qiposition  to  the  declared  will  of  the 
people,  it  will  gradually  overshadow  and  destroy  the  free  insti- 
tutions under  which  we  live. 

J.  W.  EDMONDS,  ) 

C.  L.  LIVINGSTON,  } of  the  senate. 

SAM’L  L.  EDWARDS,  S 
ROBT.  H.  MORRIS, 

OLIVER  PHELPS,  / 

AMASA  J.  PARKER,  > of  the  assembly. 

MEL ANCTON  WHEELER,  i 
W.  H.  ANGEL,  ^ 

March  31,  1834. 

An  act  to  loan  the  credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  thereof. 

The  yeojde  of  the  slate  of  New  York,  rejrresetUcd  in  the  senate 
and  asuembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  'Phe  commissioners  hereinafter  named  are  hereby  autho- 
rised, if,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  interest  shall  require  it,  by 
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an  order  in  writing  signed  by  a majority  of  them  and  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  comptroller,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  direct  the  comptroller  to  issue  spe- 
cial certificates  of  stock,  in  such  manner  and  under  such  re- 
strictions as  are  hereinafter  provided,  for  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  six  millions  of  dollars;  for  the  redemption 
of  which,  and  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  thereon,  as 
herein  provided,  to  the  owners  of  such  stock,  the  faith  and  cre- 
dit of  the  people  of  this  state  is  hereby  pledged. 

§2.  Upon  the  filing  of  every  such  order,  the  comptroller  shall 
issue  certificates  of  stock  to  the  amount  required  thereby,  in 
such  sums  and  to  such  persons  or  bodies  corporate  as  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a majority  of  them,  may  direct,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  loaned  as  hereinafter  directed. 

§3.  The  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorised  to  loan  so 
much  of  the  said  stock  when  so  issued  as  aforesaid,  as  in  their 
opinion  the  public  interest  may  require,  to  such  of  the  incorpo- 
rated banking  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  they 
shall  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  four  millions  of 
dollars,  and  in  such  sums  to  each  as  they  shall  deem  proper, 
not  exceeding  in  amount  to  any  one  institution  one-half  the  ca- 
pital stock  of  such  institution,  at  a rate  of  interest  not  less  than 
five  per  cent,  upon  its  par  value;  and  the  said  commissioners 
before  they  shall  make  any  such  loan,  shall  examine  particular- 
ly into  the  affairs  of  such  bank.  And  the  said  commissioners 
may  also  at  their  discretion,  take  such  security  for  the  punctu- 
al payment  of  said  interest  and  the  ultimate  payment  of  said 
principal,  as  they  shall  deem  proper  and  necessary  to  insure 
such  payments  at  such  time  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not  ex- 
tending beyond  the  time  when  the  principal  of  said  stock  shall 
be  reimbursable. 

§4.  The  certificates  of  stock  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
issued  in  the  manner  provided  by  chapter  320  of  the  laws  of 
1831,  and  the  said  stock  shall  be  transferable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  owner, -in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  place  as  the 
canal  stocks  of  this  state  are  now  transferable. 

§5.  The  said  stock  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  centum 
per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly  at  the  Manhattan  bank  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  shall  be  reimbursable  at  such  time 
or  times  within  twelve  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  as 
the  said  commissioners  shall  designate. 

§6.  The  presidents  of  the  respective  banks  to  which  such 
stock  may  be  loaned,  shall  cause  public  notice  to  be  given  for 
at  least  two  days  in  two  of  the  daily  newspapers  printed  in  the 
city  ofNew  YorkjOf  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  said  stock 
will  be  sold,  and  the  said  stock  shall  be  sold  at  such  time  and 
place  at  public  auction  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  amount  of 
-any  premium  received  on  such  sales  shall  be  paid  into  the  trea- 
sury of  this  state  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  fund.  But  at 
any  such  sale  the  corporation  to  which  such  stock  may  belong, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  bid  for  the  same  and  become  the  purchaser 
thereof. 

§7.  The  said  commissioners  hereinafter  named,  are  also  au- 
thorised in  like  manner,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  judge 
expedient,  to  require  an  issue  of  like  stock  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  when  so  is- 
sued to  convert  the  same  into  money  and  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury  of  this  state,  the  premium  thereon  to  belong  to  the  ge- 
neral fund,  and  the  capital  to  be  loaned  to  the  citizens  of  the 
different  counties  of  this  state,  except  the  counties  in  the  first 
senatorial  district,  in  the  manner  and  subject  to  the  provisions 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  wit: 

1.  The  amount  to  be  loaned  in  each  county  shall  be  ascer- 
tained by  an  apportionment  of  the  whole  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  among  such  counties  according  to  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  each«  as  ascertained  by  the  census  taken  in 
the  year  1830. 

2.  No  loan  shall  be  made  to  the  citizens  of  any  county  until 
an  application  therefor  shall  have  been  made  to  said  commis- 
sioners by  the  beard  of  supervisors  of  such  county. 

3.  The  moneys  to  be  loaned  in  each  county  shall  be  loaned 
by  the  “commissioners  for  loaning  money”  in  such  county,  un- 
der the  act  of  April  11, 1808,  and  where  there  shall  be  no  such 
commissioners  in  any  county,  they  may  be  appointed  in  the 
same  manner,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term  and 
upon  the  same  tenure  as  if  appointed  under  said  act. 

4.  The  commissioners  of  each  county,  before  entering  upon 
the  duties  of  their  office  under  this  act,  shall  take  the  oath  of 
office  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of  this  state,  and  file  in 
the  office  of  the  comptroller  a like  bond  as  is  provided  for  by  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  last  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  bond 
required  by  that  section  in  cases  where  that  may  now  be  re- 
quired. 

5.  The  principal  moneys  to  be  loaned  under  this  act  shall  be 
payable  at  such  time  or  times,  within  twelve  years  from  the 
passage  of  this  act,  as  the  said  commissioners  mentioned  in  the 
eleventh  section  of  this  act,  shall  designate,  and  the  interest 
thereon  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  shall  be  paya- 
ble on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  in  each  year. 

6.  The  said  commissioners  for  loaning  money  shall  keep  se- 
parate books  and  accounts  relating  to  the  loan  authorised  by  this 
act,  distinct  from  their  other  loan  office  books  and  accounts, 
and  in  addition  to  the  evidences  of  title  required  by  said  last 
mentioned  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to 
require  of  the  borrower  a certificate  from  the  county  clerk  and 
a clerk  of  the  supreme  court,  shewing  that  there  is  no  incum- 


brance upon  the  property  proposed  to  be  mortgaged  on  record  in 
their  offices. 

7.  Whenever  any  princip.nl  moneys  loaned  by  said  commis- 
sioners shall  be  paid  in  to  them,  it  shall  not  be  reloaned,  but 
shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  state. 

§8.  The  moneys  to  be  realized  from  the  stock  authorised  to 
be  issued  under  the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  belong 
to  the  general  fund  of  this  state,  and  the  interest  upon  said  stock 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  said  general  fund. 

§9.  Except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  all  the  provisions  of 
the  act  aforesaid,  entitled  “an  act  authorising  a loan  of  moneys 
to  the  people  of  this  state,”  passed  April  11,  1808;  and  also  of 
the  act  to  amend  the  same,  passed  March  29,  1829;  and  also 
of  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  conveyance  of 
land  sold  by  a commissioner  of  loans  under  the  act,  entitled  ‘an 
act  authorising  a loan  of  moneys  to  the  citizens  of  this  state, 
passed  April  11,  1808,’ ” passed  April  21,  1825,  shall  apply  to 
the  loans  to  be  made  under  the  seventh  section  of  this  act,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  moneys  loaned  constituted  a part  of 
the  said  loan  of  1808. 

§10.  Whenever  upon  the  foreclosure  and  sale  of  any  pre- 
mises mortgaged  to  secure  any  loan  made  under  the  seventh 
section  of  this  act,  the  said  mortgaged  premises  shall  not  bring 
the  amount  due  and  to  become  due  upon  said  mortgage  with  the 
costs  of  foreclosure  and  sale,  the  deficiency  shall  be  reported  by 
the  commissioners  making  such  sale,  to  the  board  of  supervi- 
sors of  the  county,  who  shall  at  their  next  annual  meeting  for 
that  purpose,  cause  such  deficiency  and  the  interest  thereon,  to 
be  raised  as  part  of  the  contingent  charges  of  such  county,  and 
paid  over  to  the  county  treasurer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  said  commissioners  for  loaning  money. 

§11.  The  comptroller,  the  attorney  general,  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  bank  commissioner  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  three  such  citizens  as  shall  for  that  purpose  be  appointed 
by  the  senate  on  the  nomination  of  the  governor,  shall  be  com- 
missioners to  carry  this  act  into  effect;  but  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  require  any  issue  of  stock  as  herein  before  pro- 
vided, after  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

§12.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately  upon  the  passage 
thereof. 

An  act  in  relation  to  certain  banks. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented  in  senate  and 
assembly,  do  enact  as  follows: 

§1.  When  any  bank  shall  obtain  a loan  pursuant  to  the  act  en 
titled  “an  act  to  loan  the  credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  there 
of,”  the  amount  of  such  loan  may  be  regarded  as  capital,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  bank  to  increase  its  discounts;  but 
such  bank  shall  not  increase  its  circulation  beyond  the  amount 
now  authorised  by  law. 

§2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  passing  thereof. 

In  assembly — ^pril  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jl.  J.  Parker,  the  general  orders  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  McKiiight  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  to  loan  the 
credit  of  this  state  to  the  people  thereof. 

The  committee  passed  the  remaining  sections  of  the  bill,  as 
reported  by  the  joint  committee,  without  material  amendment. 

An  additional  section  was  adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Haight, 
providing  that,  in  case  the  supervisors  of  any  county  should  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  take  the  loans  provided  for  such  county,  loart 
should  be  made  to  the  bank  or  banks  in  the  county;  and  if  there 
shall  be  no  bank  in  the  county,  then  to  any  other  banks  in  the 
state,  at  the  discretion  of  the  commissioners. 

Another  section  was  adopted  on  motion  of  the  speaker,  pro- 
viding for  calling  special  meetings  of  the  boards  of  supervisors 
of  the  several  counties. 

The  same  committee  passed  the  bill  in  relation  to  certain 
banks.  [Authorises  the  banks  to  which  loans  shaft  be  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  just  passed,  to  discount  on  such  loans  as 
on  so  much  additional  capital.] 

The  question  on  agreeing  with  the  con^mittee  in  their  report 
on  the  bill  to  loan  the  credit  of  the  state  to  the  people  thereof  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  ayes  89,  noes  12. 

The  following  are  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill— 

.^1/es— Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Anthony,  Archibald,  Arnold, 
Barnes,  Bartle,  Beardslee,  Bockeven,  Bowne,  Brasher,  Brown, 
Butrick,  Campbell,  Cargill,  Case,  Chamberlin,  Church,  Clark, 
Coe,  Conklin,  Crosby,  Culver,  Cuykendall,  Degrauw,  Dusenbu- 
ry.  Dyer,  Ellithorp,  Enos,  Fowler,  Gardner,  Germond,  Gordon, 
Grinnell,  Groom,  Guinnip,  Haight,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Heally, 
Hertteil,  Hone,  Hough,  Humphrey,  Hunt,  Ingalls,  Johnston, 
Jones,  Kernan,  Kingman,  Livingston,  Mabbett,  Marvin,  Mc- 
Keon,  McKnight,  Mersereau,  Morrell,  MorriSj  Myers,  Myrick, 
Nichols,  Orr,  Osborne,  Palmer,  A.  J.  Parker,  I.  S.  Parker,  J. 

H.  Parker,  Phelps,  Ringgold,  O.  Robbinson,  J.  P.  Robinson, 
Ruggles,  Schermerhorn,  Shays,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spafard,  Speak- 
er, Staats,  Stafford,  Stevenson,  Stone,  Strong,  Sumner,  Terry, 
Thomson,  Titus,  Todd,  Wait,  West,  Wheaton,  Wheeler,  Wil- 
les,  Williams,  Winfield,  Wright,  Younglove,  Young — 98. 

iVoes— Messrs.  Clary,  Dana,  Emmons,  Fleming,  Fox,  Harris, 
Lewis,  Parkhurst,  Patterson,  Robertson,  Ward,  Whipple — 12. 

[The  bill  has  also  probably  passed  the  senate,  with  not  more 
than  5 or  6 nays.  But  we  have  not  yet  received  the  particu- 
lars.] 
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!Vlany  articlts  prepared  tor  tliis  paper  have  been 
shoved  out.  We  do  all  tiiat  we  can  to  keep  pace  with 
events,  and  the  duties  which  appear  to  devolve  upon  us, 
in  these  portentous  times. 

It  is  quite  plain,  we  think,  that  a great  crisis  in  the 
history  of  our  country  is  rapidly  approaching,  and,  per- 
haps, is  closer  at  hand  than  is  generally  apprehended. 
'rhings  cannot  remain  anti  stand  still — as  they  are. 
There  must  be  a forward  or  retrograde  movement ! '1  he 

usual  political  questions  of  parties  are  merging  into  per- 
sonally interesting,  or  yet  loftier  considerations!  A 
whole  loaf  or  half  of  one — bread  or  no  bread;  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  or  the  will  of  individuals.  It  is 
not  a party  question  when  an  hundred  men,  chiefly  with 
families,  shall  be  discharged  from  one  employ,  on  two 
Succeeding  Saturdays,  as  it  is  freely  said  will  be  consum- 
mated in  Baltimore  this  day.  for  want  of  means  to  pay 
them;  and  that  several  hundreds  of  other  working  peo- 
ple may  fearfully  look  to  a like  operation  at  the  end  of 
the  present  month,  in  our  vicinity,  from  the  same  cause, 
to  be  added  to  the  hundreds  already  out  of  emi)loyment. 
These  are  not  party  matters!  There  are  no  speculative 
opinions  in  them ! They  reach  the  heart  and  home  of 
every  body,  and  are  felt — bitterly  felt.  Gloomy  or  des- 
perate faces  are  met  with  at  every  step.  Party  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  them.  Wives,  children  and  property — 
liberty  and  peace — are  the  things  which  are  under  consi- 
deration, Pass  over  the  Point  and  round  our  wharves, 
and  it  would  seem  as  if  a withering  pestilence  w as  raging 
amongst  us.  A worse  or  better  state  must  soon  happen. 
We  repeat  it,  things  cannot  remain,  and  stand  still — as 
they  are. 

In  a succeeding  page  will  be  found  a brief  notice  of 
the  contents  of  an  extraordinary  paper  sent  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  the  senate,  on  Thursday 
last.  The  “Globe”  of  the  following  day  contains  this 
paper  at  full  length,  but  w'e  cannot  make  room  for  it 
without  an  utter  derangement  of  the  week’s  business. 
We  the  less  regret  this  delay  because  of  the  abstract  of 
its  contents,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  “National 
Intelligencer.” 

We  had  heard  that  such  a proceeding  was  contemplat- 
ed, by  way  of  an  appeal  to  the  people,  but  did  not  be- 
lieve that  it  would  be  carried  out.  It  will  cause  a great 
excitement,  and  especially  in  the  minds  of  those  opposed 
to  “the  government.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  when  the  senate  adjourned,  a 
motion  that  the  paper  be  not  received,  was  befoi-e  that 
body.  With  a full  senate,  we  think,  there  would  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  deciding  how  that  proposition  would 
be  disposed  of. 

The  house  of  representatives,  in  committee  of  the 
■whole,  is  voting  down  all  INIr.  Vance’s  proposed  retrench- 
ments, and  it  is  believed  that  the  gag-laru  will  be  enforc- 
ed to  prevent  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  w hen  the  appro- 
priation bill  is  reported  to  the  house — but  the  senate  can 
and  will  “correct  the  procedure”,  and,  by  amendments, 
compel  a taking  of  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house,  that 
the  people  may  know  those  who  profess,  and  those  -who 
would  practice  economy. 

Mr.  Webster',  on  his  late  journey  to  Boston,  was  re- 
ceived and  parted  with  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Pro- 
vidence, See.  by  thousands  of  the  people. 

Messrs.  Poindexter,  Preston  and  JVlcDuffie  visited 
Philadelphia  the  beginning  of  this  week,  and  received 
the  most  flattering  attentions  of  the  citizens — thousands 
having  waited  upon  to  honor  them;  and  they  were 
dined,  &.c.  with  great  enthusiasm.  We  intend  to  give 
some  of  the  particulars  in  our  next. 
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The  bank  of  the  United  Slates  is  ai'ming  itself  with 
specie.  Alost  of  the  late  large  importations  are  on  its 
account.  It  will  sustain  a Sound  currency.  Its  notes  ara 
like  old  gold.  'I'he  confiiletice  of  the  people  reposes  in 
it.  'I'he  sound  of  “the  horn,”  or  of  the  hwnuh,  is  si- 
lenced by  the  jingling  of  its  dollars!  In  the  wreck  ol 
banks,  it  stands  fearless.  'I'he  “reptile”  is  the  chief— 
the  “monster”  has  become  the  barrier  between  honest 
/uAor  and  “r«^-6aron^,”  and  other  paper  money  manu- 
facturers. It  is  like  a rock  in  the  ocean.  It  laughs  at 
the  storms  which  folly  and  prejudice  and  passion  and 
false  dealing  raise  against  it.  The  story  sent  forth  “by 
authority”  that  it  has  caused  the  pressure,  is  kicked  out 
of  every  decent  company,  by  the  power  of  truth,  and 
even  the  least  informed  of  the  people  begin  to  ask— wAni 
harm  hath  the  bank  rendered  to  me?  “Uncle  Sam’s”  pa- 
per reposes  in  the  back  part  of  the  most  common  labor 
er’s  pocket  book,  if  possessed  of  various  kinds  of  notes. 
He  relies  upon  it  as  a “friend  in  need.”  The  bank  is 
winning  for  itself  “golden  opinions”  by  its  moderation 
and  liberality.  A farthing  candle  does  not  affect  the 
light  of  the  sun.  The  bank  has  the  power  to  return  the 
mischiefs  devised  against  it — and  refrains.  It  is  ready  to 
help  its  enemies  out  of  the  dark  ditch  into  which  tlieir 
own  ignorance,  or  something  worse,  has  cast  them. 
And,  it  is  within  the  range  of  probabilities,  that  its  aid 
may  be  required  by  its  bitterest  opponents!  JVozts  ver- 
rons.' 

At  the  New  York  stock  exchange  on  Monday  last,  141 
shares  of  the  stock  of  this  bank  were  sold  at  I05@105^. 

We  were  promised  a “better  currency”  than  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  furnished!  Behold  “the  experi- 
ment!” Bills  of  the  Virginia  banks  were  at  5 per  cent, 
discount  on  Monday  last,  at  Baltimore — at  7^  per  cent, 
on  Tuesday,  at  10  per  cent,  on  Wednesday,  and  fifteen 
per  cent,  on  Thursday  last,  in  exchange  for  Baltimore 
bank  notes;  and,  on  the  same  days,  such  Baltimore  bank 
notes  were  at  a discount  in  Richmond! ! ! Hence  we  see 
a “glorious”  operation — but  the  poor  m^n  “pays  the  pi- 
;ier.  ” It  is  an  abominable  stale  of  things,  and  will  not 
>e  submitted  to. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  Virginia  banks  are  as  good 
as  any  other  state  banks  in  the  union. 

The  Buenos  Ayres  papers  present  a fine  specimen  of 
“rag  money,”  in  the  prices  current  of  commodities.  For 
instances,  a silver  dollar  is  worth  7 dollars  62^  cents  in 
paper,  a doubloon  120,  a barrel  of  flour  60  dollars,  and 
so  on. 

Speaking  of  the  failure  of  tlie  four  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia — viz:  two  at  Washington  and  one  each 
in  Georgetown  and  Alexandria,  the  “Globe”  of  Wed- 
nesday says— 

“The  stoppage  of  the  District  banks  is,  doubtless,  intended  to 
produce  effect  on  tlie  Virginia  elections.  Recent  movements 
in  tliis  city  demonstrate  the  game  that  is  playing.  The  banks 
that  have  already  closed  within  the  District  have  done  so  in  ac- 
cordance, no  doubt,  with  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  United 
States  bank.” 

Now  this  is  very  obliging,  indeed,  in  the  District 
bank.s!  They  become  bankrupts  just  to  accommodate 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stales!  This  brings  to  recollec- 
tion what  is  said  to  have  happened  at  Newgate,  England, 
when  a person  was  about  to  be  hung,  who  kicked  and 
struggled  and  made  battle,  to  prolong  his  life — on  which 
the  reverend  chaplain  advanced,  and  in  the  most  sooth- 
ing and  fatherly  manner  said — “Do, good  m»n,  oblige  me 
by  being  hung,  peaceably — for  the  morning  is  chilly,  and 
I wish  to  retire!  Do  my  good  man — do  be  hung!” 

We  are  not  surprised  that  such  absurdities  are  manu- 
factured  and  published  in  the  “Globe” — and  they  ma^he 
believed  in  a certain  quarter,  and  there  have  the  desired 
eftect:  but  business-men  will  regard  those  who  believe 
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them  as  candidates  for  tlie  honorary  degree  of  A.  S.  S. 
The  idea  is  not,  however,  original  in  the  “Globe.” 
We  think  that  it  was  thrown  out  by  some  imported  pa- 
triot in  the  West,  as  to  the  bank  of  Maryland,  that  it  had 
failed  just  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  war  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  against  the  president ! We  guess  there 
was  a better  reason  than  this  for  the  failure  of  tl»e  bank  of 
IMaryland,  or  its  notes  would  not  now  be  selling  at  from 
40  to  50  cents  in  the  dollar! 

The  dx  million  loan  bill  has  passed  the  senate  of  New 
York,  as  we  expected,  17  to  4.  If  all  who  “do  business 
on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,”  the  state  of  New 
York,  and  the  banks  tliat  borrotv  parts  of  this  loan,  will 
be  in  a bad  way  ! 

We  most  heartily  wish  relief  to  the  people,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  find  ourselves  mistaken  as  to  the  result  of  this 
extraordinary  ])roceeding.  We  think  it  is  calculated  to 
increase  the  alarm,  and  add  to  the  pressure  on  the  mo- 
ney market,  in  the  general  opinion  formed  on  hundreds 
of  close  observations,  that  a forced  credit  is  altogether 
inconsistent  with  a sound  or  safe  policy,  in  individuals  or 
communities — and  affords,  in  itself,  evidence  of  despe- 
rate circumstances.  To  borrow  money  in  the  ordinary 
operations  of  business  and  things,  and  in  the  usual  way, 
is  often  highly  beneficial,  as  well  as  absolutely  necessa- 
ry— but  this  is  '‘^another  affair.^^  The  credit  of  the  state 
is  avowedly  sent  forth  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  banks, 
that  they  may  sustain  the  credit  of  individuals!  This 
is,  indeed,  an  “experiment.”  We  shall  see  “how  it  will 
work.” 

In  the  congressional  proceedings  will  be  found  a brief 
speech  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  member  from  the  5th  Mary- 
land district.  It  is  very  nearly  in  the  words  of  a card 
issued  by  him,  at  Baltimore,  on  the  12th  inst.  and  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  insert  both.  But  in  reply  to  his  card 
we  have  the  following  notices: 

The  delegates  from  the  first  five  wards  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, who  were  charged  with  certain  instructions  to  the  hon. 
Isaac  McKim,  representative  in  congress  from  the  5th  congres- 
sional district  of  Maryland,  will,  in  the  course  of  a few  days, 
reply  to  the  address  of  that  gentleman  to  the  voters  of  the  dis- 
trict, which  appeared  in  the  Republican  of  yesterday. 

Jlpril  15,  1834. 

The  delegates  from  the  seven  election  districts  of  Anne  Arun- 
del county,  will  reply  to  the  communication  of  the  hon.  Isaac 
McKim  as  soon  as  the  names  which  he  has  adverted  to  as  not 
being  on  the  poll  books  of  the  last  election  can  be  ascertained. 
It  is  well  for  the  present  to  remark,  that  there  may  be  a great 
number  pf  voters  whose  names  are  attached  to  the  resolutions 
presented  to  Mr.  McKim,  who  did  not  vote  at  the  last  election, 
and  whose  names  do  not  appear  upon  those  books.  It  is  obvi- 
ous therefore,  that  the  poll  books  cannot  be  taken  as  the  only 
proper  guide  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  legal  voters  in  the 
district. 

April  15,  1834. 

The  mis-spelling  of  names,  in  the  hurry  and  bustle  of 
an  election,  by  the  clerks,  not  personally  acquainted  with 
one-fourth  of  the  voters,  perhaps,  at  the  utmost  extent, 
and  other  causes,  renders  our  poll  books  very  uncertain 
guides,  in  the  absence  of  any  regularly  taken  list  of  qua- 
lified voters;  for  the  right  of  suffrage,  in  Maryland,  as  in 
New  York,  is  a little  moue  thannniversal!  If  a stranger 
is  resolved  in  himself,  and  has  good  backers  at  hand, 
(and  they  are  easily  obtained),  he  may  vote  several  times 
at  different  wards,  or  more  than  once,  even  in  one  of  them, 
under  different  names,  if  he  keeps  a “bright  look  out” 
when  a great  pi’ess  is  made  on  the  judges — for  there  is 
no  check  on  them  except  in  their  own  discretion,  exerted 
at  the  moment.  We  must  have  a register  of  voters,  at 
least  in  our  large  cities  and  towns,  made  out  not  less  than 
six  months  before  any  election  at  which  a person  shall 
be  allowed  to  put  in  his  ballot;  and,  if  his  name  is  not 
on  the  list  of  the  ward,  being  personally- nnknov^in  to  the 
judges  as  a resident  thereof,  let  him  be  rejected,  un- 
less on  the  recorded  oaths  of  two  householders  that  he  is 
entitled  to  the  vote  which  he  offers,  under  the  penalty  of 
perjury  to  all  the  parties.  This  would  correct  an  evil 
which,  if  uncontroled  much  longer,  will  deluge  the 
streets  of  our  chief  cities  with  blood.  The  resident,  or 
tax-paying  population,  will  not  suffer  the  perpetration  of 
such  frauds  upon  the  right  of  suffrage  with  impunity. 
They  will  not  permit  persons  to  “kill  their  votes”  to- 


day,  who,  even  by  tbe  vigilance  of  a Parisian  police,  could 
not  be  found  as  citizens  to-morrow.  It  is  an  abuse  that 
must  be  abated.  Let  every  man  vote  as  the  law  gives 
him  a right;  but  we  would  make  it  a penitentiaiy  offence 
to  vote  contrary  to  the  law. 

[nEFEHUED  ARTICLE.] 

That  alrvays  veracious  paper,  the  ^'•Albany  ^irgtis"  of 
Feb.  14,  had  a long  letter  from  AVashington,  pretending 
to  give  an  account  of  the  anniversary  supper  of  the  “Ty- 
pographical society,”  in  that  city,  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  extracted: 

“After  few  imiments  of  respectful  silence,  a letter  was  read 
from  Hezekiah  Niles,  esq.  regreuing  bis  inability  to  be  present 
at  the  festival,  and  wishing  healtb  and  happiness  to  the  compa- 
ny, and  all  practitioners  of  the  ‘black  art’  the  world  over.  The 
letter  of  Mr.  N.  as  well  as  1 could  hear,  was  exceedingly  violent 
and  bitter.  After  it  was  finished,  his  health  was  drunk  as  fol- 
low.s: 

Mr.  Niles,  and  his  ‘black  heart’  {h  unaspirated).” 

The  “entire”  account  is  of  a-piece  with  this  extract-— 
and  the  whole  may  be  judged  by  this  part.  Now,  the 
following  is  taken  from  the  official  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had  on  that  anniversary,  copied  from  the  “Tele- 
graph” of  January  14 — 

“The  following  letter  from  the  veteran  printer  and  editor,  He- 
zekiah Niles,  esq.  of  Baltimore,  to  whom  a special  invitation 
was  forwarded,  breathes  sentiments  that  show  how  deserving 
he  is  of  the  courtesy  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  craftsmen: 

Baltimore,  Jan.  3,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  I regret  to  say  that  tbe  nature  of  my  engagements 
are  such,  being  indeed  a working-man,  that  I cannot  visit  Wash- 
ington to-morrow,  as  I wished;  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  accept 
of  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation,  and’  present  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  society  my  sincere,  earnest,  and  hearty  wishes 
for  the  health  and  happiness  of  you  all,  and  every  practitioner 
of  the  “black  art,”  “rats”  and  “coZiar”  men  always  excepted. 
The  former  shall  not  steal  the  [bread  and]  cheese  in  my  office 
from  the  mouth  of  honest  labor,  nor  the  latter  ever  find  an  as- 
sociate in  me.  And,  while  it  is  with  just  pleasure  that  I bear 
testimony  in  behalf  of  the  improved  standing  of  the  working 
printers,  I much  regret  to  say  that  the  profession  is  sufiTering  in 
the  public  estimation,  because  that  the  press  has  been  made  the 
chief  instrument  of  Joc/cei/s,  wishing  to  ride  into  office  by  the 
promulgation  of  error,  and  the  blackening  of  private  persons — 
and  with  too  much  success.  Of  this  sin— of  this  degradation  of 
our  noble  art,  every  regular- bred  printer  will  feel  as  I do;  and, 
consistently  with  his  other  obligations,  do  all  that  he  can  to 
correct  and  restrain  what  he  cannot  “reform.” 

I take  leave,  however,  to  offer  you  a sentiment: 

In  the  mutual  respect  which  is  due  between  employers  and 
the  employed,  may  the  liberality  and  justice  of  the  former  be 
only  exceeded  by  the  industry  and  fidelity  of  the  latter. 

Yours  truly.  H.  Niles. 

Mr.  John  Dowling,  chairman  of  committee,  ^'c.” 

And  soon  after  the  preceding  letter  was  read,  the  fol- 
lowing toast  was  offered — ■ 

By  j.  F.  Crooker:*  Our  fellow  craftsman  Hezekiah  Niles, 
esq.  of  Baltimore — His  successful  career  as  an  editor  proves  that 
none  are  more  faithful  “ilegisfers”  of  the  events  of  their  coun- 
try, than  those  who  had  first  learned  to  Register  the  press. 

This  is  all  that  is  said  about  “Hezekiah  Niles,  esq.” 
And  how  out  of  this  could  be  made  the  story  which  ap- 
pears in  the  “Albany  Argus,”  can  be  understood  only  by 
those  w'lio  are  conversant  with  the  arts  (and  know  the 
hearts),  of  “aZiZe  editors.” 

The  technical  terms  are  simple,  but  should  be  explain- 
ed. By  “rats”  are  meant  irregular  workmen,  a class  of 
persons  that  I have  never  encouraged;  “bread  and  cheese” 
is  an  old  term  in  the  “chapel”  or  printing  house,  and 
means  subsistence — but  the  words  “irear/  anJ”  were 
either  omitted  by  me  in  the  hasty  note,  or  left  out  in  the 
copy.  The  word  “collar”  needs  no  explanation;  every 
dirty  dog  knows  the  meaning  of  it,  as  the  badge  of  a 
MASTER — or  the  pledge  of  crawling  and  crouching,  though 
flogged,  as  evidence  of  his  claim  to  a bone  when  wagging 
his  tail, — as  a dog  oitght  to  -wag  it,  and  belching  “6ow, 
ivorv,  wo7a,”  at  tlie  master’s  bidding,  without  any  rea- 
soning why,  as  every  entire  dog  should  do. 

What  is  there  in  my  note  that  is  “violent  and  bitter?” 
The  word  “collar”  may  have  offended  some  present,  and 
probably  caused  the  chaste  communication  to  the  editor 
of  the  “Argus.”  These  fellows  often  put  me  in  mind  of 
a West  India  story,  about  the  policy  used  to  detect  a thief. 
The  negro  slaves  of  the  plantation  being  gathered,  it 
was  proclaimed  that  the  thief  was  revealed  by  a par- 

*Tlie  editor  has  not  the  pleasure  of  recollectiii"  Mr.  Crooker 
— but  asks  leave  to  present  his  thanks  to  that  gciulernan  for  his 
handsome  compliment  on  the  occasion. 
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rot’s  feather  hanging  to  his  nose,  and  the  culprit  put  up 
his  hand  to  brush  it  away.  So  with  the  miserahles — talk 
of  a collar,  and  each  of  them  believes  that  a personal  re- 
ference is  made  to  himself*' — 

“Thus  conscience  doth  make  cowards  of  us  all.” 

If  this  communication  be  not  the  product  of  the  “ho- 
norable and  honest”  Isaac,  it  must  be  that  of  some  Eng- 
lishman, many  of  w hom,  or  of  other  fresh  importations, 
are  now-  employed  in  teaching  us  “democracy;”  for  no 
American,  unless  as  cunning  as  Isaac,  would  thus  have 
/rasperated  Aan  //aich  for  the  use  of  the  //albany  //argus. 

Kew  York  city  erectiox.  The  latest  accounts  from 
New  York,  published  in  our  last  paper,  were  dated  ^ past  I 
o’clock  on  the  last  day  of  the  election,  being  the  10th  inst. 
and  then  the  report  was  that  the  citizens  were  arming 
themselves  at  the  arsenal,  to  suppress  large  masses  of 
rioters,  who  were  attacking,  and  knocking  down,  and,  as 
it  was  then  thought,  killing  ]>ersons  at  will!  We  shall 
now  proceed  to  make  a brief  record  of  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, &c.  and  give  the  results. 

The  affair  at  the  Masonic  Hall  has  been  mentioned. 
A strong  body  of  Irishmen  attacked  the  “whig”  com- 
mittee, whose  head  quarters  were  in  that  building — a 
rally  was  made  by  the  Americans,  and  a terrific  scene 
followed.  The  mayor  and  the  police  were  disregarded, 
and  about  15  ot^'tlie  peace  officers  badly  wounded,  some 
of  them  dangerously,  their  bones  being  broken,  &c.  and 
“dozens  lay  on  the  ground  bleeding  at  a time.”  It  was 
horrible.  Another  rally  was  made.  The  Americans 
rushed  to  the  aflVay,  and  10  or  12  of  the  rioters  were  ar- 
rested, and,  in  spite  of  resistance,  sent  fo  Bridewell.  It 
was  now  evident  that  a military  force  was  necessary.  The 
mayor  did  not  wish  to  use  it — but  it  was  decided  that  the 
city  was  in  a state  of  insurrection,  and  an  application  was 
first  made  to  the  United  States  officers  on  the  station. 
They  declined  interfering,  not  feeling  authorised.  In 
the  mean  time  the  “whigs”  had  taken  possession  of  the 
arsenal,  and  they  held  it  until  the  arrival  of  the  mayor 
and  his  posse.  Cien.  JMorton  soon  prepared  1,200  men 
for  instant  service.  They  w ere  at  the  arsenal  by  3 o’clock, 
and  bodies  of  cavalry  were  ready,  armed  and  mounted  in 
haste.  These  preparations  quickly  cooled  down  the  fury 
of  the  mob,  and  order  was  prett)'  soon  restored,  when  it 
was  manifest  that  prompt  punishment  would  follow  its 
violation.  Many  men  remained  under  arms  during  the 
night — for  attacks  upon  the  bank  and  Merchants  ex- 
change were  loudly  threatened,  as  well  as  on  two  or  three 
of  the  printing  offices.  But  the  exertions  of  the  m.ayor 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  police,  supported  by  the  military, 
preserved  the  public  peace;  and  the  rebellious  spirits,  ex- 
hausted by  three  days  of  almost  unremitted  exertion  and 
excitement,  wei’e  thus  quieted. 

In  the  affray  at  the  Masonic  Hall  eight  of  the  police  of- 
ficers w’ere  so  much  hurt  that  they  were  carried  to  the 
hospital.  Capt.  Munson,  of  the  city  watch,  so  much  so 
that  his  life  was  despaired  of.  He  was  sliockingly  man- 
gled, and  several  of  his  ribs  were  broken.  He  was  also 
struck  with  an  axe! 

Several  persons  of  good  standing  in  society  have  been 
freely  named  in  the  New  York  papers,  as  directing  or 
abetting  the  rioters,  and  it  seems  probable  that  some  of 
their  cases  will  come  before  the  courts.  A large  num- 
ber of  persons  were  arrested  at  difterent  times,  and  sent 
to  prison — these  w'ere  nearly  all  Irishmen;  and  as  in  such 
cases  it  most  commonly  happens,  were  made  the  victims 
of  persons  “behind  the  scenes,”  less  brave  but  more  cun- 
ning tlian  they. 

We  might  fill  several  pages  with  details  of  disgusting 
things  that  happened — l)ut  w ould  forget  them,  and  hope 
that  they  w ill  be  forgotten,  except  in  organizations  to 
\>revent  their  repetition.  They  cannot  be  permitted. 
Life  aufl  property,  in  the  great  city  of  New  York,  must 
not  be  thus  luade  insecure.  The  mob  must  be  taught 


obedience  to  the  law.  The  extent  of  the  danger  is  now 
clearly  peixeived,  and  it  will  be  guarded  against. 

On  the  day  after  the  election,  general  Morton  issued 
an  order  in  w hich  he  handsomely  acknowledged  the  ser- 
vices of  the  military. 

THE  RESULT. 


The  following  shews  the  whole  number  of  votes,  for 
mayor,  and  the  majorities  in  each  of  the  wards: 

Whole  No,  Lawrence  {J.)  Verpianck  (anti-J.) 

Majorities,  Majorities, 

...2,104... 926 

...1,678 604 

1,911 539 

...2,413 244 

...2,483 127 

...1,898 313 

,...3,023 182 

,...3,630 69 

,...2,725 2.55 

,...2,850 363 

....3,090 832 

....1,475 455 

....2,240 445 

....2,095 141 

....1,531 298 


35,147  2,986  2,80? 

2,807 

Majority  for  Lawrence  179 


a 


If  these  results  are  fairly  stated,  it  appears  that  there 
was  a decided  majority  in  favor  of  the  “whig”  (as  they 
call  themsedves)  aldermen  and  assistant  aldermen. 

The  e^ect  of  this  election  places  all  the  municipal 
pow  er  of  the  city — such  as  the  appointment  of  all  offi- 
cers, {including  the  judges  of  the  elections),  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  city’s  money,  in  the  hands  of  the  anti-Jackson 
party — by  a majority  of  four  in  joint  ballot — to  say  no- 
thing of  the  election  in  the  6th  ward,  which  may  be  set 
asidL  The  majority  in  the  board  of  aldermen  is  3,  in 
that  of  assistant  aldermen  1. 


We  publish  some  account  of  a large  meeting  of  adopt- 
ed [Irish]  citizens  recently  held  in  New  York,  with  ano- 
ther letter  from  Dr.  JMacneven  and  one  from  counsellor 
Sampson,  on  the  recent  state  of  affairs,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  those  severely  hostile  feelings  w hich 
have  been  extensively  produced,  because  that  marshalled 
bands  of  natives  of  Ireland  were  used  at  the  late  election 


*We  recollect  another  case  that  is  applicable  to  the  present 
occasion.  A "ontleman  was  writin;?  a letter  in  a public  coffee 
house  in  London,  ami  closed  by  saying,  “I  would  write  further, 
hut  an  impudent  scoundrel  is  looking  over  toy  shoulder.  I shall 
knock  him  down  directly , if  he  is  worth  it.”  “I’m  not  looking 
over  your  shoulder!”  said  the  scoundrel.  On  which  Ihe  gentle- 
man rose  and  looking  at  tlie  thing,  with  hitter  contempt  said — 
“Be  easy— you  arc  not  worth  knocking  down.” 


in  the  city  just  named  as  mere  fghting  mac hities,* acting 
with  such  indiscretion  and  violence  as  to  make  it  neces- 

*lt  is  admitted  by  all  sides,  we  believe,  that  the  mobs  were 
composed  of  Irishmen,  and  the  proof  is  in  the  fact  that  nearly 
all  arrested  by  the  police  were  of  that  class  of  persons— others 
not  having  the  reckless  courage  to  do  in  person,  what  they  ad- 
vised them  to  do. 
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sary  to  call  out  the  military  to  restraiu  and  reduce  them 
to  order.  The  outrageous  proceedings  of  these  poor 
and  ignorant  men,  congregated  on  the  worst  principles 
and  for  the  most  reprehensible  purposes,  were  more  on 
account,  perhaps,  of  the  bad  hearts  of  those  who  arrayed 
and  stimulated  theni,  than  of  their  own  wrong  heads. 
They  were  j-allied  by  a battle  cry,  and,  hy  for ce^  w ere 
expected  to  decide  great  queations  in  political  economy, 
of  the  real  merits  of  which  they  generally  know  about  as 
much  as  the  rudest  inhabitants  of  an  equinoxial  wilder- 
ness know  of  the  nature  of  the  mountains  of  ice  whicli 
roll  in  the  northern  seas,  or  of  the  vast  fields  of  frozen 
water  that  surround  the  poles!  What  could  these  men 
know  of  the  principles  of  the  currency,  and  the  delicate 
relations  between  men  of  business,  on  which  the  public 
prosperity  so  materially  depends?  Nothing!  And  yet 
their  aid  was  invoked  to  settle  disputed  questions  of 
right — to  act  violently  against  the  body  of  the  American 
merchants  and  traders  and  mechanics,  and  establish  a 
quasi  foueign  dominion  over  the  great  city  of  N.  York! — 
and  it  was  reasonably  believed,  as  we  should  suppose, 
that  from  four  to  six  thousand  of  them,  many  congre- 
gated from  distant  parts  of  the  country,  voted  at  the  late 
election,  who  had  no  sort  of  interest  in  the  city  govern- 
ment! For  these  and  other  reasons  that  might  be  given, 
a great  degree  of  excitement  has  sprung  up  against  this 
class  of  persons,  and  is  extending  all  over  the  United 
States.  To  allay  this,  and  induce  persons  to  make  just 
discriminations i at  least,  as  before  observed,  we  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  stated— bearing  a willing  testimony 
on  our  part,  that  natives  of  Ireland,  however  ignorant 
they  may  be,  and  rough  as  they  appear,  on  their  arrival 
in  America,  because  of  their  privations  and  oppressions 
at  home,  being  permanently  located  in  some  regular  bu- 
siness, and  spread  among  the  people  at  large,  are  capa- 
ble of  the  highest  state  of  improvement,  and  often  be- 
come among  the  most  discreet  and  useful  part  of  the  po- 
pulation. It  is  unfortunate  that  they  are  collected  in 
masses  on  any  occasion,  but  wicked  to  use  them  as  fight- 
ing machines  at  the  polls — and  it  is  no  wonder  when  we 
see  them  arrayed  as  a separated  class  of  the  people,  that 
native  Americans  feel  indignant  at  such  proceedings  as 
those  which  have  happened  at  New  York. 

The  first  paragraph  of  Dr.  J\Iacneven''s  letter,  we  hope, 
will  be  carefully  considered  by>all  the  natives  of  Ireland, 
adopted  in  America.  His  exhortation,  that  these  should 
not  keep  themselves  as  a separated  class,  is  worthy  of 
his  honored  name,  and  that  of  the  illustrious  men  with 
whom  he  struck  for  liberty — in  “times  that  tried  men’s 
souls,”  in  the  land  of  his  fathers. 

A very  large  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Musical 
Fund  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on  Monday  afternoon  last,  to 
compliment  the  “whigs”  of  New  York  on  the  late  victory 
gained  by  them.  Though  thousands  were  in  the  huge 
room,  other  thousands  could  not  get  in!  It  was  a com- 
plete “jam.”  John  Sergeant  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
delivered  an  address  of  “great  power  and  ability”' — “one 
of  the  happiest  efforts”  of  that  distinguished  man.  Mr. 
Preston,  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  McDuffie,  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  were  present.  The  first  was  loudly 
called  for,  when  Mr.  Sergeant  had  concluded,  and  he 
addressed  the  meeting  at  considerable  length.  Mr.  Mc- 
Duffie was  then  as  loudly  named,  and  he  also  spoke 
with  his  usual  ardency  and  power,  in  which  he  paid  a 
handsome  compliment  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  who,  though  he 
had  differed  in  opinion  with  him,  he  regarded  as  a 
“sterling  patriot,”  &c.  Each  of  these  speeches  were  re- 
ceived with  hearty  and  continued  marks  of  approbation, 
and  often  interrupted  with  shouts  of  applause.  The  like, 
it  is  said,  had  never  before  been  witnessed  in  Philadel- 
phia. The  people  were  in  the  highest  possible  state  of 
enthusiasm.  Gen.  Green,  editor  of  the  “Telegraph,” 
was  also  called,  and  briefly  thanked  the  meeting,  in  an 
appropriate  manner.  The  resolutions  were  then  read  by 
Josiah Randall,  and  unanimously  adopted.  “They  allude 
to  the  recent  triumph  of  the  friends  of  the  constitution  in 
New  York,  in  a becoming  spirit,  and  recommend  that  a 
public  celebration  of  the  victory  take  place  on  Saturday 
next  at  Powelton,  and  that  our  friends  in  New  York  be 
invited  to  participate  with  us  in  the  festival.” 

We  must,  at  least,  defer  the  particulars  of  this  meet- 
ing. 


A grand  “whig”  salute  of  one  hundred  guns  was  fired 
on  the  Common,  at  Poston,  on  receiving  news  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  election  of  New  York,  and  a general  meeting 
of  the  people  l»ad  been  called  to  express  their  joy,  “ia 
the  redemption  of  tlie  political  character  of  that  great 
commercial  metropolis.” 

An  immense  multitude  of  people  partook  of  a collation 
in  Castle  Garden,  New  York,  on  Tuesday  aftenioon,  to 
celebrate  the  victory  gained  in  the  “three  days.”  The 
garden  was  dressed  with  flags,  and  every  thing  prepared 
on  a grand  scale.  Pipes  of  wine  and  barrels  ol  beer  were 
present  in  abundance,  with  a full  supply  of  eatables.  Af- 
ter partaking  of  rcfi’eshments,  (in  which  a great  deal  of 
business  was  done  in  a shoi’t  time,  by  the  thousands  em- 
ployed— for  many  mouths,  like  many  hands,  make  quick 
work!)  the  meeting  was  organized,  by  appointing  Benja- 
min Wells,  carpenter,  president,  12  vice  presidents  and 
4 secretaries,  of  whom  there  was  one  cartnian,*  one  sail 
maker,  one  grocer,  one  watchmaker,  one  ship  carpenter, 
one  potter,  one  mariner,  one  physician,  one  printer,  one 
surveyor,  four  merchants,  &c.  The  president  briefly, 
but  strongly,  addressed  the  multitude  as  did  several  other 
genllemen.  A committee  of  congratulation  from  Phila- 
delphia, was  presented  to  the  people,  and  received  with 
shouts.  Mr.  Verplanck  was  then  introduced,  and  re- 
ceived with  enthusiastic  cheers.  An  address  was  read 
and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Webster,  being  in  New  York,  on  bis 
way  to  Washington,  was  invited  to  this  festival,  but  he 
declined  in  a letter  of  considerable  length,  which  w'as 
now  read.  A series  of  strong  toasts,  and  many  volun- 
teers, were  next  given.  A salute  was  then  fired  from 
the  miniature  frigate  Constitution,  (which  had  been 
drawn  through  the  streets  the  “three  days”) — it  was  re- 
turned by  one  of  the  Austrian  frigates,  on  which  the 
stripes  and  stars  floated,  and  that  compliment  was  ac- 
knowledged by  a salute  from  the  frigate  Prandywiney 
which  had  just  hauled  into  the  Hudson.  When  the  time 
for  adjournment  arrived,  the  vast  multitude,  in  a solid 
column,  taking  a considerable  circuit,  proceeded  to 
Greenwich  street,  where  Mr.  Webster  was  dining  with  a 
friend.  Loudly  called  for,  he  came  forward,  and  was  in- 
stantly surrounded  by  a dense  mass  of  merchants  and 
cartmen,  sailors  and  mechanics,  professionaLraen  and 
laborers,  &c.  seizing  him  by  his  hands.  He  was  asked 
to  say  a few  wox’ds  to  the  people,  and  did  so.  He  ex- 
horted them  to  perseverance  in  support  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and,  as  a dead  silence  prevailed,  he  was  heard  by 
thousands.  He  thanked  them,  and  ended  by  hoping  that 
God  would  bless  them  all.  Nine  cheers  were  given,  and 
the  people  departed  for  the  residence  of  Dr.  Macneven, 
whom  tliey  cheered,  and  he  made  a grateful  reply  to  tho 
compliment  paid  him.  Here  ended  the  day’s  festival, 
and  before  6 o’clock  all  was  quiet — no  excesses  of  any 
sort  were  committed,  nothing  happened  to  mar  the  har- 
mony of  the  meeting,  and  no  act  of  intemperance  was 
committed,  though  the  means  of  indulgence  were  so. free- 
ly at  hand. 

Some  three  or  four  of  the  late  [regular]  speeches  deli- 
vered in  congress  should  be  registered — but  the  flow  of 
matter  is  still  so  great  that  we  do  not  know  what  to  do 
with  it.  The  simple  reading  of  all  that  we  ought  to 
read,  is  a severe  operation— in  addition  to  other  duties. 

We  have  nothing  yet  to  give  any  certain  indication  of 
the  general  result  of  the  Virginia  elections.  The  “En- 
quirer” claims  a gain  of  three  or  four  members,  in  east- 
ern Virginia — but  we  have  no  accounts  from  the  western 
parts  of  the  state.  We  incline  to  a belief  that  the  state 
of  parties  will  remain  nearly  the  same  as  it  was. 

i'here  are  returns  from  29  counties,  which  give  15 
Jackson,  and  19  “opposition”  members. 

Littleton  P.  Dennis,  esq.  a worthy  representative  from 
the  state  of  Maryland  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  died,  at  Washington,  on  Monday  last,  after  an 
illness  of  six  or  seven  days. 


*Tlii3  gentleman,  Mr.  Milligan,  came  forward  and  took  his 
seat  on  the  right  of  the  president,  dressed  in  his  frock,  with  his 
whip  in  liis  Jiand,  and  was  received  with  nine  cheers,  in  which 
he  heartily  joined  waiving  his  whip. 
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General  Robert  B.  Taylor,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished sons  of  Virginia,  as  a practitioner  at  the  bar  and 
a judge,  in  peace,  or  as  a soldier,  in  war,  died  at  Norfolk 
on  the  13th  inst.  universally  lamented.  He  had  a peculiar 
wav  of  obtaining,  because  he  deserved  them,  the  entire 
confidence  and  earnest  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him,  in 
every  department  of  his  active  life.  He  held  the  com- 
mand at  Norfolk  during  the  late  war — and  a very  ardu- 
ous and  important  one  it  was.  He  was  equally  prompt 
in  his  attention  to  the  hospitals,  in'  which  hundreds  of 
Americans  suffered  or  died,  as  he  was  to  the  movements 
of  a barbarian-like  enemy  on  the  w aters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. 

It  is  stated  that  Monticello,  the  late  residence  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  has  been  purchased  by  lieut.  Levy  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  intends  to  commence 
immediately  such  improvements  and  repairs,  as  will  fully 
restore  the  buildings,  &c.  to  their  original  condition: 
after  which  it  will  be  accessible  to  visitors  once  a week. 

There  is  yet  much  excitement  in  South  Carolina  on 
account  of  the  test-oath  required  of  militia  officers,  and 
some  talk  of  resisting  it  by  violence!  Many  meetings 
on  this  subject,  especially  in  the  mountain  parts  of  the 
state,  have  been  held,  at  which  the  oath,  and  those  who 
made  it,  or  take  it,  were  severely  denounced. 

There  is  a considerable  emigration  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  a great  one  from  South  Carolina,  to  Alabama 
and  Mississippi. 


In  our  last  we  gave  the  official  notice  of  the  closing  of 
the  bank  of  Washington,  which  we  thought  was  one  of 
the  most  carefully  managed  banks  in  the  District^  but 
now  we  have  to  add  three  similar  notices. 

Farmers'  and  Mechanics’ lank  of  Georgetoum,  ^pril  lH, 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  directors,  called  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

The  board  of  directors  of  this  bank  have,  for  the  present,  de- 
cided todiscontinue  specie  payments,  and  suspend  active  bank- 
ing operations. 

Jn  coming  to  this  painful  decision,  the  board  of  directors  are 
actuated  by  a high  sense  of  duty,  alike  to  the  creditors  and  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank,  to  whose  respective  interests,  involv- 
ed in  the  proper  administration  of  the  institution  entrusted  to 
their  charge,  they  owe  their  best  services. 

They  foresee  that  the  present  prostration  of  confidence,  and 
consequent  derangement  of  the  currency,  must  eventually  re- 
duce them  to  this  course;  and  they  prefer  to  anticipate  the 
event,  by  yielding  at  once  to  the  pressure,  rather  than  avert  it 
during  the  short  practicable  period  of  delay,  at  the  expense  of 
sacrin^ces  that  may  be  prejudicial  to  those  interested  in  the 
bank. 

This  measure  is  expected  to  be  of  temporary  duration.  The 
board  see  no  necessity,  in  the  condition  of  the  bank,  for  extend- 
ing it  beyond  the  present  singular  crii-is  in  the  banking  history 
of  the  country,  and  confidently  anticipate  the  resumption  of  ac- 
tive business,  on  a specie  basis,  with  abundant  resources,  so 
soon  as  this  crisis  shall  pass  away;  meanwhile,  they  assure  the 
public,  with  entire  confidence,  that  they  consider  the  resources 
of  the  bank  most  ample  to  redeem  all  its  engagements,  and  that 
they  will  proceed  at  once  to  realize  its  means,  and  redeem  those 
engagements  as  promptly  as  practicable. 

All  obligations  of  the  bank  will  continue  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  debts;  the  transfer  and  subdivision  of  those  obliga- 
tions for  that  purpose  will  he  allowed  without  restriction. 

By  unanimous  order  of  the  board.  J.  I.  Stoll,  cashier. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  to  the  editor, 
from  a gentleman  of  Mississippi — just  as  it  is  written 
and  marked — except  the  name: 

“I  am  requested  by  Mr.  G.  to  say  to  you  that  the  re- 
mittance by  him  would  have  taken  place  sooner  but  for 
the  glorious  uncertainty  of  Uncle  Sam’s  nercs  satchel  in 
tftese  strange  times;  he  had  doubts  whether  there  was  any 
communication,  direct  or  indirect,  from  here  to  Balti- 
more until  recently,  when  one  of  your  papers  came  to 
hand,  and  brought  the  glorious  news  of  a clear  passage.” 

Maine.  The  municipal  election  took  ]>lace  in  (he 
eity  of  Portland  last  w'eek,  and  was  a fair  and  ardent 
trial  of  the  strength  of  parties.  Last  year  the  Jackson 
parly  elected  their  candidate  for  mayor  by  a majority  of 
about  200  votes,  now  Levi  Cutter,  esq.  anti-Jackson,  has 
been  elected  by  a majority  of  416,  obtaining  a majority  in 
six  wards  out  of  seven — and  all  the  aldermen  and  other 
officers  are  elected  in  every  ward  except  No.  7. 

Connecticut.  The  returns  of  the  late  election  are 
not  yet  complete.  Mr.  Foot  is  chosen  governor,  having 
a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes;  and  his  votes, 
added  to  those  given  to  the  anti-masonic  candidate,  jdace 
Mr.  Edwards,  the  Jackson  candidate,  between  .S  and 
6,000  behind.  Seventeen  senatorial  districts  have  return- 
ed “whig”  members,  and  the  other  four  districts  “Jack- 
son”  members.  The  assembly  will  stand  about  three  to 
one  anti-Jackson. 

There  has  been  a great  rally  and  revolution  in  this 
state,  by  the  “experiment.  ” It  has  warmed  the  people 
into  action. 

The  rich  man  and  the  beggar.  A rich  man  was  passing 
along  the  road  in  a splendid  coach,  when  a cur  sallied  out, 
snarlitig  and  barking,  and  trying  to  stop  his  horses  by  eetting 
before  them.  A beggar  was  sitting  by  the  road  side,  gnawins;  a 
bone,  and  apparently  half  famished,  while  his  clothes  were 
falling  from  him  in  rags.  The  cur  seeing  him  thus  employed, 
ran  towards  him,  and  fawned  at  his  feet; 

“You  should  teach  your  dog  better  manners,”  said  the  rich 
man. 

“He  is  not  mine,” said  the  other. 

“Why  then  does  he  bark  at  me  and  fawn  on  yon?” 

** Don’t  you  see  I’ve  got  a bone  to  throw  away!”  replied  the 
beggar.  [Paulding. 

BANKS,  CUBBENCT  AND  THE  TIATES. 

The  “experiment”  has  a *^beautiful”  effect,  as  old  col. 
Laval  used  to  say  was  the  effect  of  grape-shot  upon  ca- 
valry! There  is  killing  and  wounding,  and  floundering 
and  flouncing  without  limit,  and  without  the  prospect 
of  an  end! 


Bank  of  .Alexandria,  .April  12/A,  1834. 

It  is  deeply  regretted  by  the  board  of  directors  ol  this  institu- 
tion, that  it  has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending, for  the  present,  the  redemption  of  its  notes,  now  in 
circulation,  with  specie  funds.  Inasmuch  as  the  amount  of 
notes  in  circulation  is  very  small,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  spee- 
dily redeemed;  and  they  will  be  received  in  payment  of  all  debts 
due  to  the  bank.  By  order  of  the  board. 

J.  L.  McKenna,  cashier. 


Patriotic  bank,  14/A  .April,  1834. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Pa- 
triotic bank,  held  this  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  alarming  state  of  the  commercial  affairs  of  this 
District,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  interests  of  the 
hank,  and  its  creditors,  requires  that  the  payment  of  specie  for 
its  obligations  ought  to  be,  for  the  present,  suspended. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  the  report  made 
by  the  committee  of  in  vestigation,  in  January  last,  showing  that 
the  bank  had  not  only  the  ahiliiy  to  pay  its  obligations,  hut  to 
pay  the  stockholders  upwards  of  110  percent,  was  a true  and 
correct  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  hank,  and  that  nothing 
has  occurred,  thus  far,  to  render  the  securities  of  the  bank  less 
safe  than  at  that  period. 

Resolved,  That  the  creditors  of  the  bank  be  requested  not  to 
sacrifice  their  claims,  as  the  board  feel  authorised  to  assure 
them  that  they  will  all  be  paid. 

In  making  known  this  determination,  the  board  need  hardly 
say  that  noihing  hut  the  extraordinary  juncture  ol  affairs  could 
have  brought  them  to  the  painful  necessity  of  this  annunciation. 
They  earnestly  invite  all  persons  interested  to  call  and  satisfy 
themselves  ot  the  condition  of  the  bank,  and  the  exertions  made 
by  the  board  to  sustain  the  institution,  and  that,  so  far  as  dis- 
cretion and  prudence  would  authorise,  they  have  jiersonally 


Nathan  P.mith, 

John  Coyle, 

I’homas  Rlagden, 

J.  W.  Hand, 

Thomas  Hughes, 
Attest:  G.  E.  Dysos,  cashier. 


VV.  A.  Bradley,  president. 
EnwARD  Ingle, 

Phineas  Bradley, 

Mw.  St.  Clair  Clarke, 

PlSHEY  3’HOMPSON. 


One  or  two  other  hanks  of  the  District  have  been  “hard 
run,”  hut  have,  so  far,  held  up.  On  Monday  and  I'ues-  ~ 
day  last  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  at  Washington  were 
refused  in  Baltimore,  except  of  the  office  of  the  hank  of 
the  Uniterl  States — and  sales  of  those  that  had  not  broken 
were  made  at  5 per  cent,  discount. 

The  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  hank  of  Georgetown 
possessed  a large  share  of  the  public  confidence.  We 
had  often  heard  reports  and  whispers  prejudicial  to  (he 
credit  of  the  bank  of  Alexandria,  though  it  w'as  the  one 
in  which  the  public  revenue  collected  at  that  port  has 
long  been  depositeil.  It  is  not  stated  how  much  of  07ir 
money  (if  we  may  dare  to  call  it  so!)  remained  in  this 
bank  at  the  moment  of  its  blow'  up.  I’he  Patriotic  bank 
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appears  to  have  had  some  large  dealings  with  the  general 
post  office  department,  and  its  issues  must  have  been 
heavy,  compared  with  its  means,  judging  by  the  fficts 
made  apparent  in  our  own  little  business — a seenjingly 
undue  proportion  of  its  notes  being  sent  to  us.  "I’liis 
caused  us  to  suspect  them,  and  promptly  to  part  with 
them. 

Experiments  in  forcing  a circulation,  as  well  as  the 
“experiment”  of  “the  government”  in  a sudden  restric- 
tion of  the  circulation,  and  prostration  of  confidence 
through  ill  advised  acts,  have  the  same  end  in  banUruj)t- 
cy. 

It  is  reported  that  several  of  the  “peuisii  credit” 
members  of  congress,  who  liad  on  hand  bills  of  the  Dis- 
trict banks,  were  among  the  fastest  runners  for  specie, 
and  that  others  hastily  put  off  such  bills  in  exchange  for 
those  “monsters,”  signed  by  the  “money -king,”  or  some 
of  his  ministering  spirits. 

The  failure  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  is  a bad  one.  The 
bilis  and  notes  and  certificates  of  deposites  issued  by  it, 
are  selling  at  about  fifty  cents  in  the  dollar.  Indeed  it  is 
just  now  said  that  only  40  cents,  in  cash,  can  be  obtained 
for  them!  This  is  very  “comfortable”  to  those  who  owe 
money  to  that  bank — but  not  very  agreeable  to  olhei  s to 
yvhom  it  is  indebted.  But  some  of  tlie  debtors  of  the 
bank  will  make  little  fortunes  out  of  its  bankruptcy,  and 
in  the  desolation  of  the  hearts  of  many  widows  and  or- 
phans, ruined.  The  gentlemen,  however,  who  have  the 
affairs  of  this  bank  now  in  cb.arge,  will  save  ail  that  can 
be  saved,  and  faitlifully  keep  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
cerned. 

A weekly  list  of  the  applications  made  for  the  benefit 
of  the  insolvent  laws  of  Maryland  is  published  in  the 
Baltimore  papers.  The  last  contains  13  names.  We 
have  a personal  knowledge  of  only  three  persons  on  this 
list — and  tvio  of  them  are  on  the  luemorial  which  was 
jiresented  to  congress  from  this  city  against  a restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  &c. 

We  fear  that  the  question,  what  is  money?  is  about  to 
become  a very  common  one. 

It  has  been  made  a matter  of  great  complaint  against 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  that  a part  of  its  stock  is 
held  in  Europe — but  the  same  men  rejoice  that  a loan  for 
the  establishment  of  a huge  bank  at  New  Orleans  has 
been  borrowed  in  Europe!  It  is  hoped,  also,  that  the 
New  York  stock,  about  to  be  issued,  may  be  sold  in  Eu- 
rope, and  its  product  in  money  loaned  to  the  banks!* 
And  yet  the  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Albany 
has  taken  the  Chenango  canal  loan  of  900,000  dollars,  at 
per  cent,  premium,  for  a 5 per  cent,  stock!  Here  is 
an  operation  that  we  do  not  understand.  This  bank  lakes 
a loan  at  a rate  of  interest  less  tlian  5 per  cent,  but  can- 
not lend  money  to  its  customers,  in  sufficient  quantities, 
at  seven  per  cent,  interest;  while  the  state  is  lending  its 
credit  to  the  banks  that  they  may  r-eljeve  the  wants  of  the 
people! 

Specie  continues  to  pour  in,  and  yet  money  every  day 
becomes  more  scarce ! Will  the  wise  ones  tell  us  how 
this  happens?  Money  is  very  plentiful  in  England. 

We  hear  of  the  stoppage  of  several  additional  factories 
since  our  last. 

Three  snug  two  story  houses,  14  feet  front,  and  on  a 
lot  running  back  80  feet,  situate  on  Orleans  street,  Balti- 
more, in  fee  simple,  were  sold  on  the  10th  instant  for 
$2,600  in  notes  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  on  that  day 
worth  65  cents  to  the  dollar.  These  houses  are  well 

*An  act  has  passed  the  “democratic”  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, authorising  the  governor  to  appoint  an  agent  to  go  to 
Europe  to  borrow  money,  on  the  credit  of  the  state. 

What  a grand  farce  has  been  performed.  “Down  with  the 
bank” — it  has  foreign  stockholders!  “All  who  do  business  on 
a borrowed  capital  ought  to  break!”  “Perish  credit”— “perish 
the  state  institutions” — perish  the  slates! 

It  appears  probable  that  if  confidence  can  be  obtained  in  Eu- 
rope, the  Rothschilds  and  other  bankers  may  have  considerable 
claims  on  the  fee  of  the  “sovereign”  states  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  not  directly,  but  not  the  less  certainly,  on  that 
account;  and  if  the  present  patriotic  maxim  is  Just,  that  all  who 
borrow  money  of  the  bunk  of  the  United  Slates,  are  bought  up 
■by  the  bank  and  are  slaves  of  the  bunk,  can  it  be  said  that  the 
states  named  are  independent.^ 


finished,  having  two  rooms  with  folding  doors,  and  only 
about  one  year  old. 

itf;ms. 

The  orp/iau'jf /’air  held  a short  time  since  in  Baltimore,  pro- 
duced, wiihin  a fraction,  the  large  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  yet  many  beautiful  articles  remained  on  hand. 

The  rail  road  of  (Miarlc.-^tou,  it  is  said,  is  in  a flourishing  con- 
dition. 3’he  receipts  averaging  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars 
per  day  more  than  the  expenditures,  and  a handsome  dividend 
is  expected  to  be  declared  in  July  next. 

'J’lie  sect  of  mad  enthusiasts,  called  the  St.  Simonians,  who 
lately  made  a considerable  noise  in  France,  have  become  ex- 
tinct, as  a society. 

Mr.  Tazewell  has  been  installed  governor  of  Virginia. 

During  the  year  1832,  there  were  born  in  tbe  city  of  Paris, 
seven  thousand  and  eigWi/illegitiurate  children.  These  are  called 
'‘crying  evils.” 

The  frigate  United  States,  after  waiting/owr  weeks  at  the  Dar- 
danelles for  a leading  wind  (to  overcome  the  current),  and, 
having  obtained  one,  reached  Constantinople  in  24  hours. 

Four  ruffians  suddenly  rushed  into  a house  in  New  York,  a 
few  days  ago,  and  forced  themselves  into  a back  room,  where 
they  gouged  out  the  eyes  of  a man  named  Israel  Lewis,  and  then 
made  an  escape.  No  motive  is  assigned  for  this  diabolical  act. 

Seveial  negroes  have  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a late 
attempt  made  by  them,  at  Philadelphia,  to  rescue  the  person  of 
a slave  from  the  possession  of  the  peace  officers  who  had  him 
in  charge,  after  a hearing  before  the  judge,  for  delivery  to  his 
master. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Detroit  is  4,973 — white  persons 
4,448,  colored  138,  strangers  387.  The  children  attending  the 
variotis  schools  amount  to  448. 

The  state  of  Illinois  has  a fund  of  $*2,000,000  which  is  to  be 
exclusively  applied  to  the  purposes  of  public  education.  This 
sum  is  now  bearing  interest;  and  the  difficulty  now  is  in  the 
adoption  of  a system  be.«t  calculated  to  diffuse  useful  know- 
ledge among  every  class  of  the  community. 

A lady  of  the  most  respectable  connexions,  and  of  great 
wealth,  who  has  for  a long  period  been  in  the  habit  of  pilfering 
goods  from  stores,  (payment  for  which  has  always  been  made 
by  her  family  on  presentation  of  bills),  has  been  arrested  in 
Philadelphia  for  stealing  a pair  of  silver  pitchers  from  the  side- 
board in  the  parlor  of  one  of  her  friends!  Her  propensity  for 
stealing  is  attributed  to  monomania. 

In  Michigan,  resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  a public  meet- 
ing, asking  congress  to  create  a territorial  government  under 
the  title  of  Wisconsin,  and  recommending  general  Dodge  for 
the  appointment  of  governor. 

A letter,  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  from  an 
emigrant  from  the  United  Stales,  now  residing  in  Texas,  de- 
scribes the  country  as  a paradise,  and  urges  his  friends  to  come 
and  enjoy  the  fat  of  the  land.  He  writes,  “Be  sure  to  bring  out 
all  the  books  you  have,  or  can  get  hold  of.  Bring  out  all  the 
vegetables,  garden  and  fruit  seeds  you  can— also,  one  wi/e/or 
me,  handsome,  &c.  Mother  knows  what  will  suit  me”. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  pojmlation  returns  for  Ire- 
land, for  the  year  1833,  lately  made  to  the  British  parliament: 
English  statute  acres,  17,183,763;  houses  inhabited,  1,249,816; 
buildings,  15,308;  uninhabited,  40,654;  total  families,  1,385,066; 
families  chiefly  employed  in  agriculture,  884,3.39;  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  trade,  manufactures  and  handicraft,  249,359;  families 
not  comprised  in  these  two  claves,  251,368;  males  3,794,880; 
females  3,972, .521;  total  number  of  persons  7,767,401. 

It  is  staled  that  sugar  of  the  1st  quality,  4 hhds.  to  the  hand, 
were  made  lust  year  in  Florida. 

The  difficulties  between  Alabama  and  the  general  govern- 
ment are  finally  closed.  A letter  from  the  secretary  of  war  to 
the  governor  of  Alabama,  dated  the  12th  of  March,  gives  him 
official  notice  that  the  additional  troops  ordered  into  Alabama 
have  been  withdrawn,  and  that  only  the  ordinary  garrison  at 
Fort  Mitchell  will  remain  in  the  Creek  country.  The  letter 
also  expresses  the  pleasure  of  the  president  at  a recent  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  and  states  that  he  will  be  much  gra- 
tified, if  the  enforcement  of  the  stipulations  of  the  Creek  treaty 
sha.ll  render  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  resort  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1807,  which  he  has  not  the  slightest  wish  to  do, 
unless  required  by  the  obligations  assumed  by  the  United  Stales 
in  that  treaty. 

An  enterprise  is  on  foot  (says  a New  York  paper),  to  vi.-it 
the  reconlly  discovered  island  or  continent  of  Palmer’s  Land,  in 
the  remote  southern  seas,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  seals  and 
collecting  furs.  The  Ophir,  commanded  by  an  exiiciienced 
seaman,  capt.  A.  P.  Brittingham,  and  now  lying  in  this  port, 
will  proceed  on  this  voyage  as  soon  as  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments can  be  made. 

The  grand  lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  at  a late  meeting  in  Provi- 
dence, resolved  to  surrender  their  charter  to  the  general  as.=em- 
bly  of  that  state,  at  its  session  in  May  next,  and  recommended 
to  the  subordinate  lodges  throughout  the  state,  that  they  should 
also  deliver  up  their  several  acts  of  incorporation. 

We  learn  that  Charles  R.  Leslie,  esq.  not  long  since  appoint- 
ed instructor  of  drawing  at  West  Point,  has  resigned  the  situa- 
tion, and  embarked  for  England. 

The  Erie  Observer  states  that  there  are,  this  season,  more 
than  thirty  steamboats  plying  on  lake  Erie,  besides  a number  of 
olhcfs  connected  with  them,  running  on  Detroit  tiver  and  lake 


NlLES’  KEGiSTER— APRIL  19,  1S34— CONGRESS. 


119 


Miciiigan.  There  are  also  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  schoon- 
ers. 

Tiie  trip  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  was  made  by 
the  rail  road  line  in  Ih.  '2Qm.  a day  or  two  ago.  We  believe 
this  is  the  shortest  passage  ever  made. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  is  in  full  operation  from 
Harper’s  Ferry  to  tlie  District  of  Columbia. 

A heavy  shower  of  cereolites  fell  lately  in  the  city  of  Kanda- 
hor;  owing  to  the  weight  of  the  shower  the  roofs  of  many 
houses  fell  in,  and  others  were  perforated.  Zelfekar  Aly  Khan, 
the  son  of  Olimala,  having  (although  forbidden  by  his  parents) 
gone  to  the  court  yard  of  their  bouse  to  gather  some  of  these 
pebbles,  which  were  very  round  and  smooih,  was  killed  by  the 
fall  of  one  of  these  fiery  meteors,  which  struck  him  with  such 
violence  on  the  head  as  to  fracture  his  skull  into  three  pieces. 
The  flash  which  accompanied  the  stroke  was  so  vivid,  that  it 
dazzled  the  eyes  of  those  sitting  in  the  balcony  of  the  house. 
The  stone  was  found  to  weigh  three  seers,  and  many  of  the 
stones  weighed  upwards  of  two  seers.  This  phenomenon  was 
succeeded  by  so  dense  a fog,  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  could  not 
be  perceived  for  three  days  that  it  lasted. 

The  amount  of  the  funded  debt  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
is  £754,100,549;  of  Uie  unfunded  debt,  £'27,278,000;  total 
£781,278,449. 

High  words,  it  is  said,  have  arisen  between  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans and  king  Leopold,  upon  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the 
latter  towards  his  sister,  whose  air  of  settled  melancholy  had 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  duke.  His  Belgic  majesty  is  re- 
ported to  have  given  a very  short  answer  to  the  remonstrance 
of  his  wife’s  brother. 

Several  steam  boats  have  been  snagged  and  sunk  in  the  wes- 
tern waters.  It  will  be  many  years  before  this  great  danger 
can  be  removed— but  it  will  become  less  and  less  as  the  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  rivers  are  cleared. 

Six  gold  mining  companies  have  recently  been  incorporated 
by  the  legislature  of  V’irginia. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

^jnil  11.  The  vice  president  presented  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

7'reasury  department,  Jipril  llt/t,  1834. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  8th 
inst.  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  “to  communicate  to 
the  senate  the  name  of  any  agent,  or  agents,  employed  by  him 
to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the  banks  selected 
for  the  deposite  of  the  public  fund;  the  nature  of  the  duties  per- 
formed by  said  agent  or  agents;  thh  amount  of  the  compensa- 
tion paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  duties,  and  by  whom,  and 
from  what  fund  the  said  compensation  is  paid;  and  in  pursuance 
of  what  law  the  said  agent  or  agents  have  been  appointed,”  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  for  many  years  past,  it  has  been 
the  duty  of  one  of  the  clerks  of  this  department  to  attend  to  the 
business  of  the  treasury  with  banks.  The  clerkship  to  which 
that  duty  is  assigned,  has  been  filled  for  upwards  of  four  years 
by  Samuel  M.  McKean.  He  is  appointed  under  the  .act  of  con- 
gress of20ih  April,  1818,  and  the  salary  to  which  he  is  entitled 
under  that  act,  is  $1,U00  a year;  and  since  the  deposites  have 
been  removed,  as  well  as  before,  he  has  continued  to  attend  to 
the  business  of  the  de'^iartment  with  banks,  without  any  addi- 
tional compensatioi|  for  such  services. 

If  this  clerk  in  the  department  is  not  to  he  considered  as  em- 
braced in  the  call  made  by  the  senate,  no  agent  has  been  em- 
ployed by  me  to  transact  the  business  of  the  treasury  with  the 
banks  selected  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
aervant,  R.  B.  TANEY,  sect’j/o/f/ie  Ireasuri/. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  viceprest.  U.  S.  and  preit.  of  senate. 

Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting,  and  the 
memorial  adopted  thereat,  held  by  citizens  of  Blockley,  in  Phi- 
ladelphia county.  Pa.  sustaining  the  executive,  &c.  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  Read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  8tc.  were 
presented  by  Mr.  Prentiss,  from  1,619  citizens  of  Rutland  coun- 
ty, Vt.  and  by  Mr.  £(wng,  from  2,000  inhabitants  of  Franklin 
county,  and  4,310  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.— 
Read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  directed  to 
cause  to  be  ascertained  and  reported  to  the  senate,  the  aggre- 
gate numbers  of  all  who  have,  or  shall  have  on  the  day  of  his 
report,  presented  petitions,  memorials,  or  other  proceedings  to 
the  senate,  for  or  against  the  executive  measure  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  distinguishing  the  number  appertaining  to  each 
petition,  memorial  or  other  proceeding.  Modified  as  follows, 
at  Mr.  Poindexter’s  suggestion:  “And  specifying  the  city,  town, 
county  and  state  from  which  the  memorial  or  petition  was  re- 
ceived.” 

Mr.  Clay  was  desirous  that  the  service  should  be  performed, 
because  it  was  of  importance  to  have  collected  in  one  view,  the 
number  of  our  fellow  citizens,  pro  and  con  who  have  come  here 
soliciting  relief. 

Mr.  Wright,  thought  the  duty  a delicate  one.  He  would 
name  one  circumstance.  A short  time  since,  a memorial  was 
presented  by  an  honorable  senator,  coming  from  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, and  he  (Mr.  Wright),  also  presented  another  from  the 
same  city.  They  came  in  from  the  printer  the  d.iy  before  yester- 


day, and  the  one  which  was  said  to  have  been  signed  by  2,800* 
citizens  of  Albany,  was  found  to  contain  the  names  of  but  1,316; 
and  the  memorial  he  presented  said  to  contain  1,700  names,  had 
only  1,606.  He  thought  it  best  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clay  was  aware  that  entire  precision  was  not  attainable. 
The  gentleman  alluded  to  the  mistake  in  the  memorial  from 
Albany.  But  was  it  not  possible  that  it  might  turn  out  that  a 
portion  of  one  memorial  had  been  detached  from  it  and  added 
to  his.  Something  like  it  had  occurred  in  Philadelphia,  9cc. 

Mr.  Wright  took  leave  to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky did  him  injustice  in  the  imputation  that  he  had  any  agen- 
cy in  cutting  otf  any  part  of  the  memorial  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Clay  disclaimed  any  allusion  to  the  honorable  gcnlleruan 
— he  only  intimated  that  such  a thing  might  he  done. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wright,  King,  of  Ala. 
and  Clay,  the  order  was  adopted. 

The  senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  resolu- 
tion offered  a few  days  since,  for  the  printing  of  1,000  copies  of 
the  journal  of  the  old  congress. 

Upon  this  resrrlution  a debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  South- 
ard, King,  of  Georgia,  Poindexter,  Ewing,  Bibb  and  Shepley 
took  part.  Without  taking  the  question,  at  4 o’clock,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Morris,  the  senate  adjourned  until  Monday. 

^pril  14.  Mr.  Clay  presented  two  memorials,  numerously 
signed;  one  from  Troy,  and  the  other  from  Schenectady,  New 
York,  praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites. f Read,  re- 
ferred, See. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  held  at 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  rlepo- 
sites.  Read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  reported  a bill  to  compromise  and  finally  settle 
the  claims  of  the  Uirited  Slates  on  the  Allegany  bank  of  Penu- 
sylvania.  Read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  jEidng  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate,  whether  any  of  the  banks  which  have  re- 
cently failed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  had  in  deposite,  or 
otherwise  in  their  possession,  any  of  the  public  money,  and,  if 
any,  how  much,  at  the  time  of  their  failure. 

Several  bills  for  the  relief  of  private  individuals,  or  of  a local 
character,  were  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  authorising  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  16th  sections  of  public  lands,  granted  for  the  use  of 
schools,  and  the  location  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  which 
after  debate,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C/ay,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  completion  of  a road  from  Memphis,  Tennes- 
see, to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  was  read  a 
second  time  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Jipril  15.  A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives notifying  the  senate  of  the  death  of  the  honorable 
Littleton  Purnell  Dennis,  late  a member  of  that  house,  from  the 
state  of  Maryland,  aud  that  his  funeral  would  take  phace  from 
the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  morrow  at  12  o’clock. 
The  message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  pronounced  a neat,  appro- 
priate and  impressive  eulogium  upon  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Dennis, 
and  concluded  by  moving  the  customary  resolution,  to  attend 
his  funeral  and  wear  mourning  as  a testimony  of  re.«pect  to  his 
memory;  which  was  unanimously  adopted;  whereupon,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Kent  the  senate  adjourned. 

[On  the  16th  the  senate  attended  the  funeral  of  Mr.  Dennis, 
and  on  the  17ih  the  senate  was  engaged  in  a discussion  con- 
cerning a paper  transmitted  by  the  president — see  page  121.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jipril  W.  The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  oflered  by  Mr.  Mardis,  in  relation  to  the  deposites; 
and  Mr.  Coruin  continued  his  remaiks. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  move 
that  the  house  resume  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  IFard  supported  Mr.  Po/A’s  motion,  and  contended  that 
public  business  should  be  first  attended  to;  and  called  fur  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  spoke  of  the  urgent  importance  of 
the  private,  business. 

Mr.  Polk  urged  the  necesvity  of  going  on  with  the  appropria- 
tion bill.  The  question  was  finally  negatived  by  the  following 
vote,  yeas  92,  nays  93. 

*TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Having  observed  in  the  Washington  Globe,  and  in  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Wright,  in  the  senate,  a denial  that  the  Albany  memorial 
contained  the  number  of  names  which  the  committee  nuihotis- 
ed  Mr.  Webster  to  slate  were  attached  to  it,  when  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  senate,  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  inquire  into 
the  subject,  and  we  have  now  to  state,  that,  by  accident,  one 
roll  or  list  of  names  w.is  omitted  when  the  others  were  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Webster;  that  this  roll  is  now  placed  in  Mr. 
Webster’s  hands,  to  b«  presented  and  added  to  the  rest;  and 
that  the  names  on  this  roll  make  up  the  whole  number,  as  de- 
clared when  the  memotial  was  presented;  that  is  to  say,  twen- 
ty-eight hundred,  or  thereabouts. 

Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  } members  of  the 
Rufdb  H.  Kino,  S committee, 

Jipril  16,  18.14. 

fSee  his  remarks  on  this  occasion,  page  125, 
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The  house  then  went  into  coininittoe  of  the  wliole,on  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  property  lost  nnd  destroyed  while 
in  the  military  service  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  after  making  some  progress  therein,  the  committee  rose,  re- 
ported progress,  &c.  and  then  the  bouse  adjourned. 

Saturday,  jdpil  12.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  on  the 
aabject  of  ilie  tieposites  was  resumed,  and  Mr.  Coruin  conclud- 
ed his  remarks;  and  at  the  close  of  them,  offered  a resolution 
by  way  of  amendment,  declaring  the  reasons  given  by  Mr. 
Taneyj  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  to  be  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Clayj  .of  Alabama,  after  a remark  or  two,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  and  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Vinton  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Afcifennan  stated  that  he  thought  he  had  the  floor  as 
soon,  if  not  sooner,  than  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  had 
already  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, wlytlst  other  gentlemen  were  cut  off  by  the  power  of  the  ma- 
jority in  Ilie  house.  He,  therefore,  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  gentleman,  and  asked  him  to  withdraw  his  motion  to  afford 
the  same  privilege  to  others  which  he  had  enjoyed  himself. 

Mr.  Clay  declining  to  withdraw  his  motion — 

Mr.  Carr  moved  a call  of  the  house. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  naj'S, 
and  being  ordered,  stood  as  follows:  yeas  152,  nays  11. 

The  call  of  the  house  being  ordered,  proceeded  for  some  time, 
vWlien  the  hour  having  expired,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whittle- 
sey, arrested,  and  the  whole  subject  lies  over  until  Tuesday, 
Monday  being  petition  day. 

The  house  then,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the 
feill  providing  compensation  for  property  lost,  captured  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war;  which  alter  being 
gone  through  with  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  in  cominiltee, 
and  reported  to  the  house,  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  14.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  re- 
.solutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  oT the  deposites,  &c. 
were  presented  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Bean,  from  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  by  Mr.  Bates,  from  700  inha- 
bitants of  Springfield,  Massachusclts;  by  Mr.  Burges  from  3,468 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  by  .Mr. 
Slade,  from  160  (additional)  citizetis  of  Rutland  county,  Ver- 
mont; by  Mr.  Beardsley  from  111  inhabitants  of  Pittsford,  Mon- 
roe county,  New  York;  by  Mr.  Lee,  from  inhabitants  of  Salem 
.county,  New  Jersey;  by  Mr.  Henderson,  from  citizens  ofLewis- 
,town,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Stewart,  three  njemorials,  which 
with  one  presented  a few  days  since,  were  siened  by  983  citi- 
zens of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr.  Binney,.from  487 
/drmers,  mechaiycs  and  traders  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania; 
which  yt’ere,  severally,  read  referred,  &c. 

^r.  J^ans  presented  a memorial  of  a large  number  of  citizens 
of  Gardiner  and  Pittston,  itr  the  stale  of  Maine,  praying  for  a 
speedy  remedy  from  the  present  pressure.  Mr.  E.  concluded 
by  moving  to  commit  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  with  instructions  to  report  two  resolutions — one  de- 
claring that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the 
removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  United  Stales  bank  are 
insufficient  and  unsatisfactory— and  the  other  declaring  that  a 
bank,  created  by  the  authority  of  congress,  is  necessary,  ex- 
pedient, and  ought  to  be  established. 

The  speaker  suggested  that  the  instrriction.s  first  proposed 
were  not  in  order,  inasmuch  as  a resolution  similar  in  character 
was  already  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Evans  said,  that  he  would  then  move  the  commiiment, 
with  instr, actions  to  report  the  second  resolution.  The  sub- 
ject was  postpone.^  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Graham  presented  resolutions  adopted  by  the  citizens  of 
Morgantown,  Burke  county,  North  Carolina,  alluding,  in  har^h 
terms,  to  the  language  apidied  by  Messrs.  Brown  and  Forsyth, 
to  a memorial  some  time  since  forwarded  by  them,  and  laid  be- 
fore the  senate,  in  w.hioh  they  attribute  Mr.  Forsyth'^s  depar- 
ture from  the  ordinary  courtesy  of  debate  to  the  influence  of 
some  peculiar  excitement,  but  whether  from  the  pot  house  or 
the  palace,  they  do.no, t think  it  important  to  inquire.  He  mov- 
ed that  the  resolutions  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.McKim,  of  Maryland,  said:  I am  requested  to  present 
the  proceedings  of  a meeting  held  in  the  fifth  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Maryland,  as,  also,  instructions  to  me,  signed  by  3,71.5 
voters  of  said  district.  As  I admit,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  right  of 
instruction  by  the  majority,  when  that  majority  can  be  well  a.s- 
certained,  the  only  inquiry  which  I deemed  it  nece.s.sary  to 
make,  when  I received  tliese  instructions,  was,  whether  they 
were  sanctioned  by  the  signatures  of  a majority  of  the  legal  and 
qualified  voters  of  the  district.^  And  this  could  only  he  done  by 
an  accurate  investigation  of  the  poll  books.  For  that  purpose, 

I proceeded  immediately  to  Baltimore,  as  I did  not  feel  at  li- 
berty to  vote  on  any  question  affecting  the  instructions,  while 
each  documents  remained  uninvestigated  by  me.  That  investi- 
gation has  been  made,  at  my  instance,  and,  in  part,  under  my 
particular  inspection.  The  result,  is,  that,  of  the  3,715  signa- 
tures «n  the  proceedings  and  instructions,  there  are  1 ,802  of  the 
names  of  the  signers  to  the  same  which  are  not  to  be  found  on 
the  poll  books,  at  the  election  held  in  October  last,  at  which 
election,  sheriffs  were  elected  for  all  the  counties  in  the  state  of 
Marylaiql.  A difference  of  this  remarkable  character  leaves  me 
at  liberty  to  make  no  other  conclusion,  consistent  with  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  accuracy  of  the  examination  had  in  tliis  affair, 
than  that  I am  not  instructed  by  a majority  of  the  legal  and 


qualified  voters  of  the  district,  otherwise  than  by  my  election. 
1 consider  it  rny  duty  further  to  stale,  that,  ifl  had  not  received 
the  instructions  prior  to  the  vrfte  being  taken  on  the  resolutions 
reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  mean.-s,  respecting  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  deposites,  I should  have  vot- 
ed with  the  majority  on  all  the  resolutions.  I forbear  all  further 
remark,  and  ask  that  the  proceedings  and  instructions  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  Jtc.  against  the  restora- 
tion ofihe  deposites  were  presented  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Osgood, 
from  a meeting  of  citizens  of  Salem,  Ma.ssachiisctls;  by  Mr. 
Pearce,  from  1,660  citizens  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island;  by  the 
speaker,  from  Stratford,  Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Lansing,  from  a 
town  in  the  vicinity  of  Albany,  New  York;  by  flir.  Schenck, 
from  a meeting  held  in  Somerset  county.  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Stewart,  seven  memorials,  signed  by  675  citizens  of  Fayette 
county,  Pennsylvania,  also  proceedings  of  a meeting  in  said 
county;  by  Mr.  Anthony,  from  324  citizens  of  Northumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania;  also  from  a meeting  at  Munc»y  in  Ly- 
coming county,  Pennsylvania. 

Various  other  memorials,  generally  of  a private  character, 
rvere  presented,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Gamble  presented  a memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  strongly  opposed  to  the  conduct  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  the  removal  of  the  deposite.s,  &c.  Mr.  G.  then  asked 
leave  of  the  house;  to  make  a few  remarks  but  there  being  no 
quorum,  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  15.  The  journal  of  yesterday’s  proceedings 
having  been  read, 

Mr.  Sfodderf,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed  the  house  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  announcing  the  death  of  Littleton  Purnell 
Dennis,  a representative  on  this  floor  fiom  the  state  of  Mary- 
land, I discharge  a sad  and  solemn  duty.  Not  a week  has 
elapsed  since  he  mingled  in  the  deliberations,  and  co  operated 
in  the  active  duties  of  this  house:  he  now  sleeps  the  sleep  of 
death.  What  an  impressive  illustration  of  the  instability  of  hu- 
man life — “of  what  shadows  we  are,  and  what  shadows  we 
pursue.”  The  decea.sed  stood  to  me,  sir,  in  the  double  relation 
of  colleague  and  friend.  I knew  him  long  and  well.  He  was 
a useful,  benevolent  and  estimable  man,  and  has  finished  his 
course  in  honor.  He  was  no  tame  and  ordinary  character; 
and  although  his  modesty  may  have  delayed  the  development 
of  his  faculties  for  public  service,  during  his  brief  connection 
with  this  house,  his  state  is  not  left  without  proofs  of  his  legis- 
lative prudence  and  skill.  He  served  her  in  both  branches  of 
her  legislature  for  many  years  with  honor  and  ability.  He  was 
well  gifted  by  nature,  well  educated  and  well  principled.  His 
native  sagacity,  sound  judgment  and  decision,  and  purity  of 
purpose,  made  him  what  he  was,  a capable  and  honest  public 
agent.  The  brave,  generous,  open  and  manly  qualities  of  hia 
nature  secured  him  the  confidence  and  affections  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived,  and  made  it  their  delight  to  honor  him. 

He  is  gone  hence,  sir,  but  his  memory  will  survive,  embalm- 
ed in  the  kindly  regards  of  those  w ho  knew  and  appreciated 
his  noble  and  manly  qualities,  and  unembiitered  and  untarnish- 
ed by  a single  act  of  meanness,  injustice  and  oppression.  He 
died  as  he  lived,  deserving  and  possessing  the  warm-hearted 
esteem  of  many,  the  ill  will  of  none.  As  the  last  act  of  respectful 
duty  which  it  remains  for  friendship  to  perform,  1 move  you,  sir, 
the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  hous’e  will  attend  the  fune- 
ral of  the  late  Litleton  Purnell  Dennis,  at  12  o’clock,  lo-niorrovv. 

Resolved,  I’hat  a committee  be  appointed  to  take  order  for 
superintending  the  funeral  of  Littleton  Purnell  Dennis,  deceas- 
ed, late  a member  of  this  house  from  the  slate  of  Maryland.' 

Resolved,  ''i'hat  the  members  of  this  house  will  testify  their 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Little  Purnell  Dennis,  by  wearing 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a message  be  sent  to  the  senate  to  notify  that 
body  of  the  death  of  Littleton  P.  Dennis,  late  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives from  the  state  ofMaryland,  and  that  his  funeral  will 
take  place  to- morrow',  at  twelve  o’clock,  from  the  hall  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

The  above  resolutions  and  order  w’cre  unanimously  adopted; 
and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  April  16.  The  house  this  day  attended  the  in- 
terment of  tire  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  Dennis. 

Thursday,  April  17.  Mr.  Jarvis  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a committee  to  investigate  the  af- 
fairs of  the  banks  in  this  District  which  have  su.spended  specie 
payments,  with  a view  to  ascertain  the' cau^e  of  their  having 
done  so. 

Objection  was  made  by  Mr.  Whittlesey  and  Mr.  Williams,  the 
latter  of  whom  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  inquiry,  but 
would  not  consent  to  receive  resolnlions  of  any  kind  at  this 
period  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow  him  jo  offer 
the  resolution:  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Chilton  called  up  the  consideration  of  the  re.^olntion, 
moved  by  him  a day  or  two  since,  calling  upon  the  president  to 
submit  to  congress  the  projet  of  a national  bank,  and  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  allow 
of  its  consideration.  They  were  taken,  and  stood  as  fellows: 
yeas  50;  nays  112.  So  the  house  refused  to  consider. 

After  some  other  business  which  will  sufficiently  appear  in 
its  progress — 
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The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  general 
appropriation  bill,  and,  after  a long  and  animated  debate, consi- 
dered and  negatived  three  more  items  of  iMr.  Vance’s  proposed 
“reforms,”  and  then  adjourned. 

■ -M,»O0  

TtlE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday — Ajnil  18. 

A new  chapter  is  opened  in  the  political  history  ol  our  coun- 
try. 

A message  was  yesterday  received  in  the  senate  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  a protest,  on 
tlie  pan  of  that  high  functionary,  against  the  resolulion.s  e.x- 
pressive  ol  the  opinion  of  the  senate  touching  the  constitution- 
ality and  expediency  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposiles,  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  eflected,  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
Slates. 

The  message  is  of  great  length,  the  reading  thereof  by  the  se- 
cretary of  the  senate  having  occupied  more  than  an  hour.  Hav- 
ing had  no  opportunity  of  access  to  the  document,  we  are  only 
able  to  give  our  readers  such  an  idea  of  it  as  an  imperfect  hear- 
ing of  it  will  enable  us. 

The  message  begins  by  reciting  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
senate;  and,  considering  it  the  duty  of  the  president  to  protect 
his  privileges  from  encroachment  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
declares  the  proceedings  of  the  senate  to  be  unprecedented  and 
extraordinary,  and  enters  his  solemn  protest  against  them. 

Except  as  otherwise  specially  provided  in  the  constitution, 
the  message  declaies  the  rights  of  the  executive  and  of  the  le- 
gislature to  be  co-equal.  In  this  view  the  president  is  of  opinion 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  in  the  case  referred  to,  are 
wholly  unauthorised  by  the  constitution.  No  such  power  as 
the  senate  has  assumed  is,  he  says,  to  be  found,  in  any  part  of 
the  constitution,  granted  to  either  branch  of  the  legislature.  To 
prove  this  he  enters  into  “a  brief  analysis”  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred upon  the  senate  by  the  constitution.  Any  proposition 
acted  upon  by  the  senate,  to  be  within  the  sphere  of  its  powers, 
lie  argues,  must  lend  to  legislative  action,  or,  in  its  conclusion, 
must  take  the  form  of  some  executive  or  legislative  act.  The 
resolutions  in  question,  he  says,  were  not  a legislative  act;  nor 
did  they  apply  to  any  treaty  or  nomination  before  the  senate  in 
its-executive  capacity.  Nor  did  they  relate  to  any  of  the  cases 
in  wliich  the  senate  might  lawfully  act,  (in  reference  to  its  own 
organization,  &c.)  without  the  consent  of  the  other  house. 

They  have,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  no  warrant  in  the  con- 
stitution. 7'hey  amount  to  an  impeachment,  if  the  senate  had 
the  power:  but  the  house  only  has  power  to  impeach,  and  the 
senate  only  power  to  try  impeachments  when  preferred  by  that 
body.  The  resolutions,  the  president  says,  embrace  charges  of 
Hsurpation  aud  violation  of  the  constitution,  impeachable  of- 
fences, and  declare  the  president  to  be  guilty  of  them;  thus  at- 
tempting to  exercise  all  the  moral  power  of  impeachnient,  with- 
out observing- in  any  part  of  the  proceedings  the  provisions  or 
requirements  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to  impeachments. 
The  resolutions,  he  further  argues,  prejudge  a case  in  which  the 
senate  might  have  been  called  upon  to  act  judicially,  had  the 
house  of  representatives  preferred  an  impeachment  against  the 
president,  &c. 

The  whole  proceeding,  the  president  declares,  in  very  plain 
terms,  to  have  been  an  assumption,  by  the  senate,  of  powers 
not  conferred  upon  it  by  the  constitution,  and  ullerly  incompa- 
tible with  that  instrument,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of 
equity  and  justice. 

The  president  then  goes  on  to  object  to  the  vagueness  of  the 
resolution  censuring  the  conduct  of  the  executive.  Though 
comprehensive  enough,  he  says  it  contains  no  certainty  of  time, 
place  or  circumstance,  which  induced  any  one  senator  to  vole 
lor  it.  Although  the  resolution,  ns  originally  modified,  specified 
certain  particular  acts  alleged  to  be  contrary  to  the  constitution 
and  the  laws,  yet  at  the  close  of  the  debate  it  was  so  modified 
as  to  particularize  nothing;  a proceeding  which  the  general  very 
pointedly  condemns:  for,  he  adds,  if  the  resolution  had  been 
put  to  the  vote  in  its  original  form,  it  is  presumed  it  would  have 
received  the  sanction  of  but  few  votes,  since  the  acts  specified 
in  it  were  clearly  not  contrary  to  the  constitution,  &c. 

The  message  then  enters  into  an  elaborate  exposition  of  the 
views  which  the  president  entertains  of  the  extent  of  his  own 
powers,  reviewing  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  respecting 
the  power  of  appointing  officers  of  government,  and  the  con- 
struction which  they  have  received  in  practice.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  officers  under  the  control  of  congress,  it  is  argued, 
but  those  which  spring  from  the  jiower  conferred  upon  each 
house  by  the  constitution  to  choose  its  own  officers.  All  the 
other  officers,  except  judges  and  the  officers  of  courts,  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  with  or  u ithout  tlie  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, and  subject  to  his  will  and  pleasure,  through  the  power  of 
removal,  he  being  responsible  for  their  good  conduct,  and  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  laws.  The  treasury  department,  like 
others,  is  wholly  executive  in  its  character,  and  likewise  in  its 
responsibility.  The  cu-tody  of  the  public  money  is  one  of  the 
functions  of  that  department.  For  the  discharge  of  that  func- 
tion it  is  responsible,  not  to  congress,  but  to  the  president. 
The  law  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States  did  not,  the 
message  argues,  change  the  relations  of  the  president  and  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  to  the  public  money:  it  did  not  release 
the  former  from  the  duty  of  directing  where  the  public  money 
should  be  kept,  nor  the  latter  from  the  executive  supervision  iii 
relation  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties:  it  merely  siipcradded  a 
requisition,  that,  when  the  secretary  should  think  fit  to  remove 


it  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  reasons  for  so  doing 
should  be  laid  before  congress.  So  glaring  had  been  the  abuses 
of  the  bank,  so  determined  it  appeared  to  be  to  interfere  in  elec- 
tions, and  to  corrupt  the  press,  &c.  the  niessage  says,  that  the 
pre.<ident  had  fell  it  to  be  his  duty  to  interpose,  to  check  the 
bank  in  its  career,  lessen  its  power  to  do  mischief,  &c.  and,  in 
doing  so,  remove  the  disobedient  secretary  who  refused  to  act 
in  the  case.  In  such  a case  as  this  the  senate  has  no  right, 
upon  the  general  argument  of  the  niessage,  to  interfere.  If  the 
senate  had  a right  to  interfere  in  such  a case,  says  the  president, 
it  had  a right  to  make  its  ii  terlerence  effectual.  In  such  a case 
some  future  senate  might,  in  order  to  make  such  interference 
effVctire,  omit  to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions; 
refuse  to  pass  the  necessary  appropriation  laws,  or  to  confirm 
proper  norniHaiions  by  the  president — thus  shadowing  out  the 
consequences  which  might  result  from  such  an  usurping  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  senate,  &c.  &c. 

The  message  then  adverts  to  circumstances  connected  with 
the  discussion  and  passage  of  the  resolution  censuring  the  pre- 
sident, who,  it  is  argued,  is  the  direct  representative  of  the  peo- 
ple, whilst  the  senate  only  intermediately  represents  them. 
The  instructions  from  the  legislatures  of  the  states  of  Maine, 
New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  expressing  their  attachment  to  the  pre- 
sident, and  their  hosiility  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
instructing  their  senators  to  vote  accordingly,  are  all  embodied 
at  length  in  the  message.  From  these  states,  the  message  says, 
four  senators  out  of  the  twenty-six  voted  in  favor  of  the  cen- 
sure of  the  president:  had  they  vot»*d  as  instructed,  22  only,  out 
of  48,  would  have  sanctioned  the  accusation  against  the  presi- 
dent, &c. 

The  message  then  goes  on  to  depict  the  awful  consequences 
w’hich  might  follow  from  a submission  to  such  usurpations,  by 
the  senate,  of  the  rights  of  the  executive;  such  as  aristocracy, 
anarchy,  or  dismemberment  of  the  government,  &c. 

^'he  president  also  vindicates  his  private  reputation  from  im- 
plications which  he  conceives  to  be  contained  in  the  vote  of 
censure,  &c. 

The  whole  message  concludes,  for  the  reasons  briefly  hinted 
at  above,  and  other  reasons  which  arc  not  enumerated,  (in  the 
course  of  which  the  length  of  term  of  service  and  irrespoiisibi- 
lity  of  senators  are  more  than  once  alluded  to),  with  a solemn 
protest,  w'hich,  with  the  message,  the  president  requests  may 
be  entered  at  large  upon  the  journal  of  the  senate. 

The  above  is  a hasty  and  faint  outline,  but  substantially  a 
correct  one,  of  this  important  executive  missive  to  the  senate; 
which,  the  reader  may  very  well  conceive,  produced  not  a little 
sensation  within  the  precincts  of  the  capital. 

The  moment  the  senate  w’as  called  to  order  yesterday,  the 
private  secretary  of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  present- 
ed a niessage  to  the  senate,  protesting  against  the  resolutions 
of  the  senate,  touching  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 
The  message  seemed  to  have  been  expected,  at  least  during  the 
morning;  for  there  w’as  gathered  an  unusually  early  audience  of 
both  sexes.  The  senate,  how'ever,  was  not  full.  Mr.  fVebster, 
3Ir.  Chambers  and  Mr.  Bell,  were  still  absent;  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr. 
Preston  and  Mr.  Porter,  were  casually  absent— and  Mr.  Clay 
had  yesterday  accompanied  his  lady,  who  is  in  ill  health,  on 
her  way  to  a watering  place  in  Virginia,  where  she  is  to  stay 
some  w'eeks.  As  soon  as  the  last  word  of  the  message,  ns  its 
reading  was  concluded,  fell  from  llie  lips  of  the  secretary  of  the 
senate,  Mr.  Poindeo'ter  addressed  the  chair.  In  indignant 
terms  he  denounced  the  message,  which  he  declared  could  not 
be  considered  an  executive  message,  as  not  pertaining  to  any 
of  the  public  occasions  on  which  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  authorised  by  the  constitution  to  address  himself  to 
the  senate.  He  considered  it  an  unofficial  paper  merely,  sign- 
ed by  Andrew  Jackson.  In  any  view,  consideiing  it  a docu- 
ment not  respectful  to  the  senate,  he  moved  that  it  be  not  re- 
ceived. On  this  motion  a debate  ensued,  which  continued  un- 
til 5 o’clock,  in  which  the  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Poin- 
dexter, Mr.  Sprague,  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  and  Mr.  Southard,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Benton  and  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama.  But  before 
taking  any  question,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leigh,  the  senate  ad- 
journed. And  so  the  matter  rests. 

—»•►*©  ® ©4<«— 

MISCEI-LANEOUS. 

Mr.  .Tohn  Q.  .idams  recently  said  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives— 

“From  the  present  and  approaching  pressure  upon  the  na- 
tion, it  is  clear,  that  no  relief  is  to  be  expected  from  any  thing 
that, this  house  will  do;  and  in  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger, it  is  my  consolation  that  nothing  that  this  house  can  do 
will  have  any  other  effect  than  merely  to  refuse  or  withhold  re- 
lief. It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  some,  that  a decision  of 
this  house,  whatever  it  might  be,  would  quiet  the  agitation  of 
the  public  mind.  That,  I believe,  is  a fallacy.  I have  seen  in 
the  public  prints  a statement  by  some  of  those  who  have  placed 
some  reliance  upon  appeals  to  the  executive  magistrate,  that 
such  reliance  is  in  vain.  That  they  must  not  go  to  him  for  re- 
lief. However  that  may  be,  I tell  them,  and  I believe  it  is  best 
for  them  to  know  the  truth,  I tell  them  it  is  vain  for  them  to 
come  to  this  house  for  relief— no  such  relief  will  be  granted.  It 
is  upon  themselves  that  the  people  must  depend  for  relief— 
upon  themselves  alone,  and  not  upon  this  house,  or  upon  the 
executive.” 
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Mr.  Jlllan,  of  Kentucky,  when  speaking  on  the  reso- 
lution ottered  by  Mr.  Marclis,  said — 

“The  president  having  proposed  to  use  the  state  banks,  a 
question  was  involved,  whether  the  power  of  the  house,  over 
the  public  money,  was  to  he  surrendered?  It  then  became  ne- 
cessary, before  the  power  was  surrendered,  to  inquire  into  their 
condition,  that  it  might  be  aseertained  whether  they  were  ca- 
pable of  performing  all  that  was  required  of  them,  and  so  sup- 
ply the  country  with  a sound  currency.  He  proceeded  to  do 
60,  and  referring  to  their  number,  being  450  throughout  the  U. 
States,  having  a paper  circulation  of  100  millions  of  dollars, 
based  on  a supply  of  only  13  millions  of  specie  in  their  vaults, 
he  inferred  that  they  would  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  main- 
tain, as  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  done,  a sound  and 
general  circulation  throughout  the  union;  and  he  desired  to 
have  the  name  of  any  one  statesman  wlio  could  be  said  to  have 
advocated  the  state  bank,  in  preference  to  the  United  States 
bank,  for  such  purposes?  Such  was  not  to  be  given.  On  the 
contrary,  Mr.  Jefferson,  he  proved,  by  referring  to  the  fourth 
volume  of  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  Eppes,  denouficed  such 
institutions,  and  their  paper,  as  trash;  and  Mr.  Madison  ac- 
knowledged that,  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  the  mis- 
chief of  a state  bank  currency  was  not  foreseen. 

But  they  were  to  have  a metallic  currency,  while  he  would 
be  bound  to  say,  that  the  very  party  engaged  in  crying  it  up, 
were  actively  getting  up  state  banks  in  many  places.  He  in- 
stanced Indiana,  and  other  states,  and  he  then  argued  to  prove 
that  after  an  experience  of  forty  years,  such  banks  were  proved 
to  be  inadequate  to  do  that  agency  which  had  been  benertcially 
done  by  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  He  reverted  to  and  de- 
nied the  statement  that  the  question  of  chartering  the  United 
States  bank  was  made  a question  to  the  people  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  when  speaking  of  the  resolutions  at- 
tached to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
contended — ■ 

That  the  executive  had  drawn  to  himself  a portion  of  the  le- 
gislative power  of  the  government.  This  was  the  main  view 
which  he  should  present,  and  in  sustaining  that  view,  he  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  call  in  question  the  motives  of  the  pre- 
sident. The  removal  of  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  was  a 
matter,  in  itself,  of  small  consideration.  But  the  president  had 
destroyed  the  legal  fiscal  agent  of  the  government,  and  created 
twenty  other  fiscal  agents.  He  had  entered  upon  an  experi- 
ment to  put  down  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  substitute 
for  it  the  state  banks— to  fill  up  the  vacuum  created  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  United  States  bank  paper,  with  the  currency 
of  the  state  banks.  The  manner  in  which  this  was  done  was 
bold  and  daring — and  that  there  was,  he  believed,  some  charm 
in  a bold  and  daring  deed,  which  silenced  the  dictates  of  the 
judgment  and  even  of  conscience.  The  unnainral  war  waged 
upon  the  bank,  appeared  to  him  to  spring  from  love  of  con- 
quest, victory  and  spoil. 

And  he  asked — 

Would  any  gentleman  tell  him  where  the  treasury  was? 
Where,  he  repeated,  is  the  treasury?  Does  not  the  president 
hold  in  his  hands  all  the  money  of  the  government?  Does  he 
not  claim  authority  to  move  the  whole  public  treasure  from  one 
bank  to  another?  What  guards,  what  laws,  secure  the  treasu- 
ry? The  treasury  was  not  kept  in  any  known  i)lace,  under  the 
safeguard  of  any  khown  laws.  Mr.  E.  declared  that  he  would 
not  give  much  for  all  the  deposites  in  the  state  banks,  should 
this  house  adjourn,  leaving  things  as  they  are. 

We  could  not  collect  the  revenue,  nor  carry  on  any  commer- 
cial operations  if  the  experiment  should  be  attempted.  But 
the  states  were  going  to  extend  the  paper  system.  They  show 
no  disposition  to  return  to  a hard  money  currency.  They  are 
increasing  their  paper  currency  to  meet  the  withdrawal  of  the 
U.  S.  paper  and  we  have  no  control  over  their  operations.  He 
called  upon  gentlemen  to  tell  him  what  great  interest  of  the 
country  had  suffered  from  the  currency  of  the  United  States 
bank.  Had  commerce,  agriculture  or  manufactures  suffered 
from  it?  On  the  contrary,  those  interests  had  been  fostered  by 
the  bank.  This  was  a young  and  enterprising  country,  and  re- 
quired credit  as  a substitute  for  capital.  In  England  it  was  es- 
timated that  one  dollar  in  specie  afforded  to  the  community  a 
currency  of  three  dollars.  The  same  facilities  were  still  more 
requisite  for  us. 

The  storm  was  but  now  beginning  which  was  to  pour  de- 
struction upon  the  business  interests  of  this  country.  His  con- 
stituents had  extensive  connexions  wijh  the  south  and  west, 
but  theii  trade  was  almost  entirely  cut  off.  Nothing  was  made 
to  send  abroad,  because  the  difference  of  exchange  was  suffi- 
ciently great  to  swallow  up  all  the  profits  on  business.  Many 
large  manufacturing  establishments  had  dismissed  half  of  their 
hands,  and  some  had  stopped  entirely.  No  relief  was  expected 
from  any  source,  except  the  abandonment  of  the  experiment 
attempted  by  the  government. 

The  correspondent  of  the  “Portland  Advertiser”  un- 
der date  of  Washington  March  13,  said — ■ 

The  offering  of  memorials  is  the  point  on  which  the  senate 
has  almost  all  their  interesting  speeches.  This  was  the  occa- 
Bion  which  brought  out  Mr.  Preston  to  day  in  a speech  of  about 
an  hour’s  length.  Many  of  his  metaphors  were  very  beautiful, 
among  all  of  which  1 must  give  you  one  as  a speeimen.  In  al- 


luding to  Mr.  King’.s  remark,  that  the  bank  bad  a lion’s  strenelh, 
he  traced  out  the  figure.  A lion,  it  was,  he  said,  but  a Iton 
subdued  on  its  latr,  sliorti  of  its  locks,  and  foldittg  tts  limbs  to 
die  in  peace.  As  it  was  breathitig  its  dyiirg  breath,  atid  strug- 
gling at  the  last  gasp,  a hutitsinati  appeared,  a huntsman  betit 
itpon  sport  with  the  noble  atiimal,  and  determitied  to  try  bis 
titetlle  before  he  died.  He  recklessly  darts  his  spear  upon  him, 
atid  the  lion  arouses  in  his  might,  atid  boutids  across  the  field 
spreaditig  terror  and  desolation;  and  the  cry  is  raised— the  horn 
is  sounded,  the  whole  coutitry  is  alarmed— and  I now  ask,  he 
exclaimed,  after  delivering  this  with  the  ntost  atiimated  and  ef- 
fective oratory,  who  is  to  blame,  the  noble  lion,  or  the  ruthless 
huntsman? 

The  following  has  been  published  as  an  extract  from  a 
letter  from  a gentleman  of  Vermont  to  a member  of 
congress — 

“i  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  J.  S.  of  'I' , has  gone  by 

the  board.  He  is  one  of  the  few  in  that  place  who  has  traded 
in  both  politics  and  merchandise.  Till  within  a few  days  of  his 
failure,  he  persisted  in  declaring  there  was  no  distress!  The 
|)arty  obstinacy  of  such  men  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote  of  one 

of  Noah’s  neighbors,  which  onr  friend  P tells  something 

after  this  sort:  ‘In  the  time  of  the  flood,  one  of  Noah’s  neigh- 
bors, as  the  water  began  to  rise,  retreated  from  one  hill  top  to  .a 
higher,  until  he  found  himself  on  the  highest  pinnacle  in  the  vi- 
cinity. The  water  still  kept  rising,  and  was  actually  washing 
about  his  middle.  While  in  that  predicament,  the  ark  floated 
along;  he  called  out — ‘Noah!  Noah!  for  God’s  sake  take  us  in.’ 
‘No!  answered  Noah;  you  had  warning  of  the  danger,  but  look 
no  heed.  You  must  lake  care  of  yourself.’  ‘ VV'ell,’ says  he, 
‘neighbor  Noah,  go  to  thunder  with  your  old  ark;  I don’t  think 
there’s  going  to  be  much  of  a storm  ’ ” 

— .»>»0  ® Cn««— 

MESSRS.  MACNEVEN  AND  SAMPSON. 

In  consequence  of  the  letter  of  Dr.  Macneven,  published  in 
the  IIeotster  of  the  5th  inst.  he  was  subjected  to  much  severi- 
ty of  remark  from  one  part  of  the  natives  of  Ireland  resident  at 
or  collected  in  New  York,  which  led  to  a very  large  meeting  of 
other  “adopted  citizens,”  at  the  Masonic  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
of sustainitig  the  venerable  patriot  from  the  “Emerald  Isle;”  at 
which  meeting  Dr.  Hugh  Sweeney  was  called  to  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  John  B.  Lasala,  John  Quin,  Robert  Donaldson,  P.  S. 
Casserly,  Mr.  Flinn  and  Bernard  Graham,  vice  presidents;  and 
Dudley  Persse,  Thomas  W.  Clerke,  Michael  Burke,  William 
Edmonds,  Daniel  Geary,  William  S.  Redden  and  John  Benson, 
were  chosen  secretaries. 

Among  others,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  unani- 
mously, and  with  acclamation: 

Resolved,  That  w’e  have  full  and  unshaken  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  patriotism  and  integrity  of  our  fellow  citizen,  William 
James  Macneven,  whose  clear  and  plain  arguments  his  oppo- 
iients  have  not  even  attempted  to  confute,  and  which  they  ouly 
answer  by  persotialities. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  com- 
municate this  resolution  to  Dr.  Macneven. 

Resolved,  'I'liat  we  have  seen  with  indignation  the  personal 
abuse  and  political  slanders,  which  have  been  uttered  against 
William  James  Macneven,  having  done  what  every  freeman 
has  a right  to  do  in  this  land  of  liberty — to  express  his  opinions 
fearlessly  on  a great  nationarquestion. 

Resolved,  That  in  coming  forward  as  he  has  done  at  this  cri- 
sis, Dr.  Macneven  has  proved  himself  to  be  the  same  undfcviat- 
ing  patriot — the  same  pure  republican — the  same  defender  of 
constitutional  liberty  that  he  was  in  1798,  when,  with  the  l.a- 
menlfed  Emmet,  Tone,  Arthur  O’Connor  and  Fitzgerald,  brave- 
ly, he  risked  his  life  in  the  cause  of  Irish  freedom,  and  w:is 
ready  to  suftVr  death  sooner  than  renounce  his  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  di.sgust  the  attacks  made  upon 
Dr.  Macneven’s  opinions  on  the  currency  question,  by  those 
very  men  who  privately  hold  the  same  opinions— who  advocate 
a national  bank,  and  condemn  the  removal  of  the  deposites  out- 
side of  Tammafiy  Hall,  but  who  want  the  moral  courage  wliieh 
he  has  displayed  in  preferring  honesty  and  sincerity  to  mere 
party  bondage,  and  who  have  not  dared  in  any  of  their  resolu- 
tions to  assert  those  very  opinions  which  they  entertain. 

Several  others  of  like  character  were  presented  and  unani- 
mously accepted.  One  of  them  pledging  to  support  Mr.  Per- 
flanck  for  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city. 

And  also  the  following — 

Resolved,  That  as  adopted  citizens  of  this  republic  we  regard 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  the  course  pursued  by  our  fellow 
citizen,  judge  Porter,  of  Louisiana,  (the  fir.-st  naturalized  Irish- 
man who  has  attained  to  the  distinguished  honor  of  a seat  in 
the  senate  of  the  United  States),  in  liis  manful  and  strenuous 
opposition  to  executive  usurpation,  and  his  firm  and  vigorous 
support  of  the  constitution  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  this  resolution,  signed  by  the  officers 
of  this  meeting,  he  forwarded  to  judge  Porter  as  a token  of  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  naturalized  citizens  of 
New  York. 

Three  more  resolutions  followed,  but  having  immediate  re- 
ference to  local  affairs,  are  omitted. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Sampson's  letter  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
men who  waited  on  him  to  request  he  would  preside  at  the 
great  meeting  of  adopted  citizens  above  mentioned. 
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LUpenard  street,  Jlpril  7,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  Gratified  as  I am  by  the  mark  you  have  given 
me  of  your  confidence  and  regard,  I must  beg  leave  to  decline 
your  invitation  to  preside  at  your  nieeting.  1 have  determined 
to  attend  no  future  meetings  ot  ad<jpted  citizens,  unless  where 
their  interests  as  such  may  happen  to  justify  it.  The  worthy 
purpose  you  have  in  view,  might  well  warrant  an  exception, 
were  it  not  that  there  exists  an  impediment  stronger  titan  my 
will.  A severe  and  long  continued  cold  has  so  prostrated  iny 
strength,  as  to  render  me  unfit  for  any  exertion  of  body  or  mind. 

In  approving  of  the  sentiments  which  were  lately  expressed 
by  Dr.  Macneven,  yon  have  my  full  concurrence  except  that  in 
respect  to  the  re-establishment  of  a national  hank,  I do  not  find 
my  judgment  sufficiently  matured  to  pronounce  decidedly.  II 
the  wisdom  of  the  national  councils  shall  be  able  to  provide 
guards  and  restraints  sufficient  to  prevent  its  ever  becoming  a 
political  engine,  I should  then  incline  to  consider  it  beneficial 
and  expedient. 

As  to  the  letter  of  Dr.  Macneven,  in  answer  to  a requisition 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  it  is  manife.stly  the  production  of  a sound 
and  vigorous  under.standing,  and  I am  well  convinced  the  heart 
of  him  who  penned  it  is  no  less  sound.  It  is  clear,  unsophisti- 
cated and  unequivocal.  He  has  however  been  accused  of  ter- 
giversation ami  inconsistency,  and  for  this  reason,  that  on  the 
29th  of  January,  he  ofi’ered  a resolution  at  his  ward,  approving 
the  measures  of  the  executive,  which  in  his  letter,  after  a lapse 
of  about  two  months,  he  as  jiositively  condemned;  and  for  this, 
without  any  regard  to  circumstances,  or  any  account  made  of 
the  character  of  the  man,  gross  arul  unfounded  calumnies  have 
been  heaped  upon  his  head.  It  has  been  maliciously  said  that 
he  was  bribed  and  corrupted  by  the  bank,*  and  when  this  was 
found  too  revolting,  another  charge  was  added,  that  he  had 
through  pique  and  disappointment  on  the  refusal  of  an  office 
betrayed  his  friends,  his  party  and  his  own  unsullied  reputation 
..  Is  this,  my  fellow  citizens,  to  be  endured?  Is  this  a fair  use 
to  be  made  of  the  liberty  of  the  press?  Are  ^uch  calumnies  to 
be  justified  by  party  spirit,  or  indulged  as  electioneering  squibs? 
Are  they  not  blisters  on  tlie  foul  tongue  of  him  who  utters  them? 

Is  it  a maxim  to  be  countenanced  by  honest  citizens,  that  all  is 
fair  in  politics,  and  that  the  exercise  of  the  most  important  fran 
chise,  upon  whose  purity  all  security  of  our  rights  and  liberties 
depends,  is  to  be  polluted  by  means  so  base  and  unworthy?  Is 
that  being  true  to  a party  which  is  false  to  justice  and  reckless 
of  common  decency^  It  is  from  the  too  great  encouragement 
given  to  such  unworthy  means,  that  I Jiavc  always  stood  aloof 
from  party,  and  rather  chosen  to  renounce  its  emoluments  than 
bind  myself  to  connive  at  what  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 

I have  nothing  to  say  against  those  respectable  citizens  whose 
names  have  been  used,  I am  convinced,  against  their  will,  to 
sanction  the  denunciation  of  my  honored  friend.  As  to  that 
great  and  mixed  gathering  which  was  brought  together  on  Fri 
day  evening  at  Tammany  Hall,  for  the  purpose,  as  the  call  ex- 
pressed it,  of  removing  the  imputations  of  a previous  meeting 
of  adopted  citizens  unfavorable  to  the  present  administration 
all  upon  the  face  of  it  was  fair  enough.  They  had  a right  to 
their  opinions,  and  to  speak  according  to  their  interests,  their 
principles  or  their  feelings.  But  there  is  a fact  of  which  I have 
positive  knowledge,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  concealed.  Be- 
fore thateall  was  agreed  to,  another  had  been  proposed, in  which 
the  name  of  Dr.  Macneven  was  specially  inserted.  It  was  dis 
countenanced  by  the  more  discreet  and  creditable,  and  the  call 
upon  which  the  nieeting  was  convened,  substituted  in  its  stead; 
and  thus  the  names  of  many  respectable  individuals  were  art- 
fully brought  out  to  sanction  resolutions  with  respect  to  Dr 
Macneven,  which  I will  confidently  assert  not  one  of  them  ap- 
proved of.  I could  as  well  believe  that  such  men  could  coun 
lenance  that  emanation  from  their  nieeting,  which  invaded  the 
sanctity  of  the  private  abode  of  my  friend,  whose  hisses  and 
groans,  and  brutal  exclamations,  ominous  of  evil  and  charac 
teristic  of  depravity,  penetrated  the  recesses  of  his  dwelling, 
carrying  terror  and  alarm  to  the  hearts  of  those  females,  to  whom 
the  ties  of  nature,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  virtues  had  render 
ed  him  so  justly  honored  and  so  dear. 

But  if  it  be  such  a crime  to  change  opinions,  how  many  are 
there  that  may  wince;  and  why  is  that  indulgence  refused  to 
Macneven,  which  is  so  largely  accorded  to  others.  The  times 
were  changeful  and  eventful.  Discus.«ion  by  the  ablest  states 
men  in  the  land  was  daily  throwing  additional  light  upon  a sub- 
ject, difficult  and  intricate  in  its  nature  and  details;  the  aspect 
of  public  affairs  was  greatly  altered,  and  those  hardy  assertions 
that  there  existed  no  pressure  or  distress  became  contradicted 
by  facts  too  positive  and  peremptory.  No  man  could  go  abroad 
into  the  scene  of  public  affairs  or  to  the  seat  of  business,  and 
shut  his  ears  to  the  general  complaints.  Great  failures  were 
daily  announced,  and  in  those  abodes  of  penury  and  sufferiit", 
where  the  charitable  spirit  of  Macneven  so  often  directed  his 
steps,  he  witnessed  the  too  moving  instances  of  the  sad  truth 
And  many  altered  their  opinions  as  the  evil  became  more  appa- 
rent, the  causes  more  developed,  and  the  subject  better  under- 
stood; and  has  it  not  at  length  been  brought  to  this,  that  our  state 
is  to  be  laid  under  mortgage,  as  our  Ireland  was  once  about  to  be 
sold  to  the  Jews,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  staunch  the  leak. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  upon  which  I cannot  excuse  my 
friend,  and  upon  which  I must  give  him  up.  That  point  is  the 


want  of  worldly  policy.  In  wisdom  a man,  he  is  in  simpliciiy 
a child;  in  craft  or  cunning  he  is  unfit  to  cope  with  a pigmy. 
Had  he  been  an  artful  man,  he  would  have  taken  pains  to  show 
by  what  steps  he  arrived  at  his  conclusions,  and  better  prepar- 
d his  friend.-:,  with  whom  he  had  acted  in  confidence,  to  under- 
stand hi.s  motives.  He  would  have  been  circumspect  and  plau- 
ible.  But  this  will  be  readily  forgiven  by  us  who  know  his  na- 
ture, and  can  allow  for  the  abstraction  which  the  examination 
of  such  a subject  requires.  As  to  the  assertion  that  he  has  been 
influenced  by  pi(]iie  and  disappointment  there  is  this  plain  an- 
swer, that  before  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  January,  the  three 
medical  offices,  including  that  of  which  he  was  depiived  by  the 
federal  administration,  and  to  which  none  of  the  republican  go- 
vernors that  have  succeeded,  neither  Mr.  Van  BureA,  nor  Mr. 
Throo(t,  nor  Mr.  Marcy  have  thought  proper  to  restore  him, 
were  all  given  away  to  others,  before  he  ottered  that  resolution 
so  strongly  in  favor  of  the  measures  of  president  Jackson.  Does 
not  this  show  that,  even  at  the  moment  when  that  unworthy 
slight  of  one  who  had  devoted  so  much  zeal  and  talent,  and  so 
much  of  his  means  to  tlie  democratic  patty,  might  have  been 
most  pungent,  he  still  rose  above  the  mean  motives  imputed  to 
him,  and  continued  to  support  his  principles.  But  there  are 
some  of  such  sinister  disposition  tliat  cannot  believe  in  that  ge- 
nerosity which  they  never  felt  within  themselves,  and  to  whom 
the  heart  of  an  honest  and  high  minded  man  is  a sealed  book  in 
which  they  cannot  read. 

In  one  point  the  adopted  citizens  have  not  had  fair  play,  the 
Truth  Teller,  to  which  they  look  for  information,  condemned 
the  conduct  of  the  doctor,  but  omitted  the  letter  to  which  that 
censure  referred,  and  some  who  came  to  the  meeting  full  of  in- 
dignation, would  have  been,  I apprehend,  somewhat  puzzled  to 
say  what  it  was  about.  But  my  countrymen  have  honest  and 
feeling  hearts,  and  will  not  be  long  deceived,  they  will  read  and 
judge  for  themselves,  and  remember  that  the  man  against  whom 
they  have  been  so  suddenly  inflamed,  is  the  same  united  Irish- 
man, tlie  same  consjiicuous  and  efficient  member  of  the  great 
Catholic  committee,  whose  energies  and  courage  first  forced 
the  chain  and  broke  the  spell  which  held  the  Irish  nation  in  ab- 
ject slavery.  'I'he  colleague  of  the  amiable  and  virtuous  Feel- 
ing, the  bosom  friend  of  that  ever  memorable  hero,  the  gallant, 
the  accomplished,  the  lion-hearted  THEOBALD  WOLFE 
TONE.  They  will  remember  that  from  these  and  their  inter- 
ests he  has  never  swerved.  That  his  heart  and  hand  have  ever 
been  open  to  the  needy  and  distressed.  That  if  for  their  sakes 
he  has  sometimes  turned  from  the  rich,  at  no  time  has  he  turn- 
ed his  face  from  the  poor  man,  and  if  any  feelings  of  gratitude 
remain,  they  will  come  back  to  him  with  redoubled  aflection, 
and  if  any  honest  pride,  they  will  be  proud  of  such  a compatriot. 
I am,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  vours  very  trulv, 

WILLIAM  SAMBSON. 

To  Messrs.  John  B,  Lasala,  Daniel  Geary,  William  Flinn,  B. 
Graham  and  Hugh  Sweeny. 


The  following  is  Dr.  Macneven’s  answer  to  (he  deputation 
from  the  great  meeting  of  adopted  citizens,  sent  in  pursuance 


*An  alderman  of  the  city,  it  apjiears,  was  “iirottv  nearly 
not  quite,”  kicked  out  of  tlie  office  of  the  sons  of  Emmett,  for 
a charge  of  this  kind  against  the  doctor.  Ed.  Reg. 


of  the  second  resolution: 

Genti.emen:  I sincerely  thank  you  and  my  fellow  citizens 
whom  you  represent  for  this  testimony  of  your  approbation. 
Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  use  the  liberty  of  a friend  and 
to  express  to  you  frankly  how  much  I disapprove  of  the  com- 
mon distinction  taken  between  native  and  adopted  citizens,  as 
the  latter  are  improiicrly  called.  The  law  knows  no  such  clas- 
sification, and  it  is  contrary  to  our  interest  and  our  duty  to  make 
it  ourselves,  or  countenance  it  from  others.  Whenever  there 
is  any  thing  to  be  lost  or  gained  by  it,  there  will  not  be  wanting 
persons  enough  to  bring  up,  without  our  suegestion  that  the 
naturalized  is  not  a native  born  citizen.  We  have,  on  our 
oaths,  renounced  every  foreign  allegiance.  We  should  there- 
fore merge  ourselves  entirely  in  the  great  American  family,  and 
whenever  \vc  think  of  any  other  nation,  should  only  do  it  in  be- 
nevolence, or  for  purposes  altogether  disconnected  from  this 
country. 

I will  also  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  say,  that, 
with  many  others,  I usually  relied,  in  my  estimate  of  the  com- 
mon effects  of  political  measures,  on  the  sentiments  of  those  of 
my  party  who  liad  more  time  and  facility  to  study  them  than 
myself,  and  conformed  to  this  easy  course,  until  the  latter  end 
of  January.  After  this  time,  in  the  early  part  of  February,  and 
ever  since,  the  appaling  failures  of  our  traders  and  merchants 
took  place,  and  that  scene  of  general  distress  ensued  which  af- 
flicts us  still.  This  induced  me  to  reflect  tuore  seriously  on  the 
causes  and  extent  of  the  evil.  I examined  and  judged  for  my- 
elf,  and  was  struck  with  those  acts  of  unwise  policy,  those 
tran.'gressions  against  the  princi|des  of  the  constitution  and  re- 
publican government  which  I have  attempted  to  set  forth  in  my 
letter.  It  is  no  impeachment  of  my  change  of  opinion,  that,  in 
declining  to  preside  at  Tammany  Hall,  I employed  expressions 
of  politeness  in  my  answer  to  two  gentlemen  whom  I respect. 
Bnji,.J, leave  it  to  any  candid  mind,  whether  there  is  in  my  note 
on  that  occasion  any  comniital  of  my  opinion  on  the  subject  for 
which  they  met. 

Office  holders  may  allcdge  that  there  is  nothing  amiss  in  this 
community,  and  perhaps  they  feel  no  distress;  but  persons  who 
have  to  depend  upon  productive  industry,  meet  it  in  their  busi- 
if  1 ness,  and  their  means  of  living.  How  long  this  state  of  things 
shall  continue,  de|»ends  upon  the  people;  hut  it  appears  to  me 
clear  as  noon  day,  that  it  must  prevail  until  the  general  govern- 
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raent  shall  change  its  measures.  As  soon  as  I felt  this  convic- 
tion I was  not  deterred  by  obstinacy,  false  pride  or  prudential 
cowardice,  from  avewing  the  change. 

I had  never  come  up  to  that  point  of  subordination,  the  per- 
fection of  the  drill,  at  which  the  soldier  is  more  in  terror  of  his 
officers  than  of  the  enemy.  The  only  tiling  1 am  afraid  of  is, 
the  being  knowingly  and  wilfully  in  error.  1 fear  this  more  than 
the  displeasure  of  my  opponents,  much  as  I respect  them,  and 
until  they  prove  to  me  that  I have  violated  one  moral  or  (loliti- 
cal  principle„they  must  allow  me  to  hear  their  abuse  with  com- 
posure. 

Be  pleased,  gentlemen,  to  accept  for  yourselves  and  your  con- 
stituents, my  best  wishes  and  profound  respect. 

WILLIAM  JAMES  MACNEVEN. 

— ®4««— 

A LETTER  FROM  MR.  KEISTER. 

Washington,  ^pril  9th,  1834. 

Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton; 

As  it  may  be  interesting  to  many  of  my  constituents  to  know 
why  my  vote  is  not  found  recorded  on  the  very  important  ques- 
tions decided  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  Friday,  the  4th 
instant,  and  also  how  I would  have  voted  on  the  several  pro- 
positions reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  if  I 
had  been  present,  I deem  it  proper  to  make  the  following  state- 
ment in  relation  thereto;  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
give  it  an  insertion  in  the  Intelligencer  for  the  information  of 
tho.se  who  have  honored  me  with  their  confidence  and  trust,  as 
their  representative. 

My  private  business  rendering  my  presence  at  home  essen- 
tially necessary  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  month,!  con- 
sulted a number  of  gentlemen  of  the  house,  and,  amongst  those, 
several  prominent  friends  of  the  administration,  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  the  vote  being  taken  the  succeeding  week  after  my 
leaving  here  on  the  all-absorbing  subject  then  under  the  full 
tide  of  discussion.  The  general  opinion  was,  as  tai  as  I could 
leatn,  that,  as  there  were  a number  of  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  question  desirous  to  express  their  views,  the  question 
would  not  be  forced  for  at  least  two  weeks  from  that  time.  The 
laMer  gentleman  in  particular,  assured  me  that  there  was  no 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  majority  to  cut  off  debate  for  a 
couple  of  weeks — one  of  whom  said  he  was  going  to  set  out  for 
Philadelphia  the  same  day  I left  here,  and  would  he  absent 
about  as  long  as  I expected  to  be  gone,  and  that  he  felt  perfectly 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  danger  that  the  vote  would  be  taken 
in  that  time.  He,  however,  did  not  leave  the  city  at  that  time, 
as  he  said  he  would,  and  voted  for  the  previous  question. 
Another  of  them  said  emphatically  he  should  not  give  his  con- 
sent to  cut  off  debate  until  about  the  middle  of  the  present 
month.  He  also  voted  for  the  previous  question.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  reflect  on  those  gentlemen,  for  I believe  them  to 
have  been  sincere  in  what  they  <Aen  said.  I merely  state  facts. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  I was  influenced,  ixn A felt  safe  in 
then  leaving  my  post,  in  consequence  of  those  assurances. 
Under  these  circumstances  I left  this  on  the  28th  ult.  and  re- 
turned on  the  6th  instant,  little  expecting  that  the  gag  law  was 
again  to  be  resorted  to  so  soon  after  my  leaving  here.  And  al- 
though my  vote  would  not  have  changed  the  result,  yet  I re- 
gret that  I missed  the  opportunity  of  recording  it,  so  that  all 
concerned  might  see  how  the  trust  confided  to  me  was  dis- 
charged on  that  occasion.  And  in  order  distinctly  to  manifest 
my  sentiments  to  them,  I will  state  that  had  I been  in  the  house 
I should  have  voted  against  the  previous  question,  which  cut  off 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilde  declaring  “that  the  rea- 
sons of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  removing  the  deposites 
were  insufficient.”  And,  if  the  previous  question  had  not  been 
carried,  I should  have  voted  /or  the  amendment  already  quoted. 
The  previous  question,  however,  having  been  carried,  and  a 
separate  vote  having  been  taken  on  each  of  the  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  I should  have 
voted  against  the  first  resolution  of  the  committee,  declaring 
that  “the  bank  of  the  United  States  owgAf  not  to  be  recharter- 
ed;” because  I believe  such  an  institution  essentially  necessary 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  country;  and  that  the  continuance  of 
the  charter  of  the  present  b&uk,  judicially  restricted,  would  sub- 
serve the  general  interests  of  the  community  better  than  could 
be  effected  by  destroying  it  and  creating  a new  one. 

I should  have  voted  against  the  second  resolution,  declaring 
*‘that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored,”  &c.  and  against 
the  third,  declaring  that  the  state  banks  ought  to  be  continued 
as  the  places  of  deposite,”  &c.  for  the  two  fold  reason,  that,  in 
my  judgment,  they  were  wrongfully,  injudiciously  and  illegally 
removed,  and  that  they  are  now  in  unsafe  repositories— placed 
there  not  by  the  act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to 
whom  alone  the  constitution  has  entrusted  the  charge  of  the 
public  treasure.  I should  have  voted  for  the  fourth  resolution, 
directing  an  investigation  into  the  conduct  and  concerns  of  the 
bank,  and  an  inquiry  into  its  alleged  corruptions  and  abuses: 
not  because  I believe  that  any  good  can  possibly  arise  from 
such  investigation,  for  I am  persuaded  that  the  public  isalre.Tdy 
sufficiently  informed  of  the  whole  course  and  conduct  of  tliat  in- 
stitution, to  form  a correct  judgment  in  relation  to  it.  And  on 
the  action  of  the  house  of  representatives  it  can  certainly  not  be 
designed  to  have  any  effect,  for  by  their  vote  they  have  prejudg- 
ed and  condemned  it  already.  I should  have  voted  for  it,  how- 
ever, to  avoid  the  imputation  of  shrinking  from  the  investiga- 
tion, and  thereby  leaving  the  impression  that  it  was  for  fear  of 
the  development  of  mal  practices,  which,  in  my  opinion,  do  not 
exist. 


Thus  much  I have  thought  proper  to  say,  as  a duty  to  my- 
self, in  warding  ofl'  any  unjust  imputation  that  might  be  made, 
that  I have  skulked  from  rny  post  to  avoid  the  “respoHsibility” 
of  voting  on  a subject  now  convulsing  the  whole  country — for 
which,  (if  I were  capable  of  acting,  so  unmanly  and  disinge- 
nuous a part),  1 should  most  heartily  despise  myself.  Very  re- 
spectfully, WxM.  HEISTER. 

—••►»©  ® ©««■- 

COMPLIMENT  TO  MR.  CAREY. 

Philadelphia,  March  19,  1834. 

On  Monday  evening,  a number  of  citizens,  who  had  subscrib- 
ed for  the  purchase  of  a pair  of  silver  pitchers,*  to  be  presented 
to  Mr.  Carey,  Hs  a mark,  of  respect,  assembled  at  the  Mansion 
House,  for  the  purpose  of  presentation  by  col.  Fotterall,  Adam 
Ramage  and  James  Ronaldson,  the  committee  to  whom  that 
office  vfas  appointed.  Col.  Fotterall,  the  chairman,  delivered 
the  following  address: 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1834. 

To  Mathew  Carey,  esq. 

Sir — We  have  been  appointed  on  behalfa  number  of  citizens, 
to  present  you  with  these  two  pitchers  in  token  of  their  high  re- 
spect for  your  character,  both  public  and  private,  the  excellence 
of  which  has  been  evinced  in  your  long  and  unwearied  exer- 
tions to  promote  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country, 
and  in  your  ever  attentive  anxiety  to  discharge  promptly  and 
efficiently  that  first  of  Christian  duties,  the  relief  of  private 
distress. 

To  say  to  a man  who  has  been  so  long  active  on  the  theatre 
of  life,  and  who  has  been  so  much  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
his  opinions  on  controverted  subjects,  that  he  has  never  been 
in  error,  would  be  neither  in  accordance  with  the  sincerity 
of  our  esteem  for  you,  nor  complimentary  to  that  good  sense 
which  would  enable  you  to  distinguish  between  an  unworthy  at- 
tempt to  flatter,  and  the  effusions  of  good  will  and  true  respect. 
But  this  we  will  say,  that  for  untiring  industry,  and  purity  of 
purpose,  we  know  of  no  man  whom  we  consider  more  entitled 
to  the  approbation  and  thanks  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Accept  for  ourselves,  who  have  been  so  long  witnesses  of 
your  active  benevolence,  our  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness.  STEPHEN  E.  FOTTERALL, 

JAMES  RONALDSON, 

ADAM  RAMAGE. 

To  which  address  Mr.  Carey  replied: 

Gentlemen — The  consciousness  of  a correct  course  of  con- 
duct is,  to  a well  constituted  mind,  not  merely  an  adequate 
motive,  but  the  highest  possible  reward  for  such  a course.  Next 
to  that  reward,  is  the  unbought  and  unsought  for,  approbation 
of  fellow  citizens,  above  the  suspicion  of  sinister  motives  for 
their  suffrages.  Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  yon  may  readily 
conceive  how  highly  I appreciate  this  very  flattering  testimony 
of  your  regard,  and  that  of  your  constituents. 

To  have  gratuitously  defended — for  fourteen  years,  with  all 
the  zeal  and  energy  of  my  mind,  and  at  a heavy  expense  of 
time  and  money,  and — while,  I continued  in  trade — at  a great 
loss  of  business — the  glorious  cause  of  the  protection  of  that 
important  portion  of  the  national  industry,  which  furnishes 
agriculture  with  those  most  valuable  and  extensive  markets, 
that  gladden  the  hearts  and  enrich  the  pockets  of  the  larnier, 
which  converts  his  boundless  raw  productions  into  means  of 
comfort  and  enjoyment  for  the  nation;  affords  the  pabulum  for 
the  most  important  portion  of  a widely  extended  and  constantly 
increasing  domestic  trade,  (the  best  of  all  trade.s — a trade,  inde- 
pendent, during  peace,  of  foreign  regulations  and  restrictions, 
and  during  war,  of  decrees  and  orders  in  council);  and  at  the 
same  time  contributes  largely  to  the  prosperity  of  commerce,  by 
immense  freights  on  imported  bulky  raw  materials,  (thrice.as 
great  as  on  imported  manufactures),  and  by  the  exporlatiun  of 
elaborated  articles,  which  form  a great  and  growing  item  of  our 
foreign  trade — to  iiave,  I say,  thus  defended  this  cause,  under 
almost  every  possible  discouragement,  (incomparably  more 
from  its  w’ealthy  friends  than  from  its  inveterate  enemies)  — a 
cause  in  which  I never  had  the  least  personal  interest — will 
afford  me  more  satisfaction  at  th.al  serious  hour  when  my  ac- 
counts with  lime  shall  close  forever,  and  those  with  eternity 
commence — an  hour  which,  at  74,  cannot  be  very  remote — than 
if  I possessed  the  envied  and  enormous  treasures  of  a Girard, 
gloated  on  and  hoarded,  till  gloating  and  hoarding  were  at  once 
terminated  by  the  irrevocable  decree  of  the  conquerer  death. 

How  far  my  efforts  in  favor  of  the  protecting  system,  a sys- 
tem so  vitally  important  to  national  greatness  and  grandeur, 
and  to  individual  comfort  and  happiness— tended  to  produce  the 

*The  pitchers  above  referred  to  are  of  an  Etru«can  form,  en- 
circled by  a wreath  of  grape  vines,  and  the  handles  richly  chas- 
ed. The  front  of  each  bears  the  fallowing  inscription: — 
“Presented  to  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  by  his  fellow  citizens,  as 
a testimony  of  the  hish  respect  they  have  for  his  public  and 
private  character,  A.  D.  1834.” 

On  the  side  of  one  of  them  is  the  following  motto: 

“True  glory  consists  in  performing  acts  worthy  of  record,  or 
in  writing  matter  calculated  to  render  mankind  w'iser,  better 
and  happier.” 

On  the  side  of  the  other— 

“The  constitution:  Esto  perpetua.” 

Opposite  the  mottoes  on  each  is  a handsomely  engraved  de- 
vice, composed  of  the  Irish  harp,  decorated  w’ith  sprigs  of  Sham- 
rock, and  supporting  the  American  eagle. 
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salutary  tariff  of  1824— carried  by  a mere  majority  of  four— to 
wliicli  we  owe  so  large  a portion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  rescue  from  the  abyss  of  distress  and  suffering  into 
which  it  was  plunged  from  1816  till  1822 — 3,  by  the  miserable 
tariff  of  1816;  to  what  fatal  and  faiuitous  conduct  we  are  to  de- 
scribe the  deplorable  change  which  has  taken  place  in  that  be- 
nign system;  and  how  easily  that  change  and  its  ultimate  ruin- 
ous consequences  might  have  been  prevented,  by  moderate  sa- 
crifices, to  dispel  the  wonderful  delusion  w hich  produced  that 
disastrous  result,  1 leave  you  to  judge. 

It  would  he  most  extraordinary,  if,  in  the  great  variety  of 
topics  I have  discussed  since  1 began  to  write,  above  half  a 
century  ago,  I had  not,  as  you  say,  fallen  into  errors  occasional- 
ly. But  when  you  are  so  kind  as  to  give  me  credit  for  -‘purity  of 
purpose,”  1 fain  would  hope  you  do  me  no  more  than  justice. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  . MATHEW  CAREY. 

FhiladelpMa,  March  17,  1834. 

RE.MARKS  OF  MR.  CLAY, 

On  presenting  certain  memorials,  in  the  senate,  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  charged  with  the  pleasing  duty  of  pre- 
senting to  the  senate  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting  of  the 
people,  and  two  memorials,  subscribed  by  large  numbers  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  in  respect  to  the  existing  state  of  public  affairs. 

The  first  he  would  ofler  were  the  resolutions  of  the  young 
men  of  Troy,  assembled  upon  a call  of  upwards  of  seven  hun- 
dred of  their  number.  He  had  recently  visited  that  interesting 
city.  It  is  (said  he)  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of  a succession 
of  fine  cities  aud  villages  that  decorate  the  borders  of  one  of  the 
noblest  rivers  of  our  country.  In  spite  of  the  shade  cast  upon 
it  by  its  ancient  and  venerable  sister  and  neighbor,  it  has  sprung 
up  with  astonisiiig  rapidity.  When  he  saw  it  last  fall,  he  never 
beheld  a more  respectable,  acfive,  enterprising  and  intelligent 
business  community.  Every  branch  of  employment  was  flou 
rishiiig.  Every  heart  beat  high  in  satisfaction  with  present  en- 
joyment, and  in  hopes  from  the  prospect  of  future  success.' 
How  sadly  has  the  scene  changed!  How  terribly  liave  all  their 
anticipations  of  continued  and  increasing  prosperity  been  dash- 
ed and  disappointed  by  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  misguided 
rulers! 

The  young  men  advert  to  this  change,  in  their  resolutions,  and 
to  its  true  cause.  They  denounce  all  experiments  upon  their 
happiness.  They  call  for  the  safer  councils  which  prevailed  un- 
der the  auspices  of  Washington  and  Madison,  both  of  whom 
gave  their  approbation  to  charters  of  a bank  of  the  U.  Slates. 

But  what  gives  to  these  resolutions  peculiar  interest,  in  his 
cstimatiOH,  is,  that  they  exhibit  a tone  of  feeling  which  rises  far 
above  any  loss  of  property,  however  great,  any  distress  from  the 
stagnation  of  business,  however  intense.  They  manifest  a deep 
and  patriotic  sensibility  to  executive  nsui pations,  and  to  tlie 
consequent  danger  to  civil  liberty.  They  solemnly  protest 
against  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  one 
man.  They  would  not  have  consented  to  such  an  union  in  the 
person  of  the  fattier  of  his  country,  much  less  will  tliey  in  that 
of  any  living  man.  They  feel  that,  when  liberty  is  safe,  the  loss 
of  fortune  and  property  is  comparatively  nothing;  but  that  when 
liberty  is  sacrificed,  existence  has  lost  all  its  charms. 

The  next  document  which  he  had  to  offer  was  a memorial, 
signed  by  near  nine  hundred  mechanics  of  the  city  of  Troy. 
Several  of  them  were  personally  known  to  him.  And  judging 
from  what  he  knew,  saw,  and  heard,  he  believed  there  was  not 
auy  where  a more  skilful,  industrious  and  respectable  body  of 
mechanics  than  in  Troy.  7’liey  bear  testimony  to  the  preva- 
lence of  distress,  trace  it  to  the  illegal  acts  of  the  executive 
branch  of  the  government  in  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites;  ask  their  restoration,  and  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates.  And  the  committee,  in  their  letter  addressed  to 
him,  say:  “We  are,  what  we  profess  to  be,  working  men,  de- 
pendent upon  our  labor  for  our  daily  bread,  confine  our  atten- 
tion to  our  several  vocations,  and  trust  in  God  and  the  conti- 
nental congress  for  such  protection  as  will  enable  us  to  operate 
successfully.” 

The  first  mentioned  depository  of  their  confidence  will  not 
deceive  them.  But  I lament  to  say  that  the  experience,  during 
this  session,  does  not  authorise  us  to  anticipate  that  co-opera- 
tion in  anotiier  quarter  which  is  indispensable  to  the  restmation 
of  the  constitution  and  laws,  aud  the  recovery  of  the  public 
purse. 

The  last  memorial  he  would  present,  had  been  transmitted  to 
him  by  the  secretaries  to  a meeting  slated  to  be  the  largest  ever 
held  in  the  county  of  Schenectady,  in  New  York.  It  is  signed 
by  about  eight  hundred  persons.  In  a few  instances,  owing  to 
the  subscriptions  having  been  obtained  by  difiereni  individuals, 
the  same  name  occurs  twice.  The  memorialists  bring  their  tes- 
timony to  I he  existence  of  distress,  and  the  disorders  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  invoke  the  application  of  the  only  known,  tried  and 
certain  remedy,  the  establishment  of  a national  bank. 

And  now,  Mr.  President  (continued  Mr.  Clay)  I will  avail  my- 
self of  the  occasion  to  say  a few  words  on  tlie  subject-matler 
of  these  proceedings  and  memorials,  and  on  the  stale  of  the 
country  as  we  found  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
and  its  present  state. 

When  we  met,  we  found  the  executive  in  the  full  possession 
of  the  public  treasury.  All  its  barriers  had  been  broken  down, 
and  in  place  of  the  control  of  the  law  was  substituted  the  un 
coniroled  will  of  the  ehief  magistrate.  I say  uncuntroled:  for 
it  is  idle  to  pretend  that  the  executive  has  not  unrestrained  ac 
cess  to  the  public  treasury,  when  every  officer  connected  with 


it  is  bound  to  obey  his  paramount  will.  It  is  not  the  form  of 
keeping  the  accounts;  it  is  not  the  place  alone  where  the  pub- 
lic money  is  kept;  but  it  is  the  power,  the  authority,  the  respon- 
sibility of  independent  officers,  checking  and  checked  by  each 
other,  that  cunstilule  the  public  security  for  the  saleiy  of  the 
public  treasure.  This  no  longer  exist.<,  is  gone,  is  annihilated. 

'I’lie  secretary  sent  us  in  a leporl  conlaiiiiiig  the  rea.sons  (if 
they  can  be  dignified  with  that  appelluliun)  lor  the  executive 
seizure  of  the  public  purse.  Resolutions  were  promptly  otl'er- 
ed  ill  this  body,  denouncing  the  procedure  ns  uiiconstiliitioiial 
and  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  declaring  the  total  insufficiency  of 
the  reasons.  Near  three  iiionlhs  were  consumed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  them.  In  the  early  part  of  this  protracted  debate,  Ihu 
supporters  of  the  executive  measure  stoutly  denied  the  exist- 
ence of  distress,  pronounced  it  a panic  got  up  for  dramatic  ef- 
fect, and  affirmed  that  the  country  was  enjoying  great  prospe- 
rity. Instances  occurred  of  nieinbers  asserting  that  the  places 
of  their  own  residence  was  in  tlie  full  enjoyment  of  enviablo 
and  unexampled  prosperity,  who,  in  the  progress  of  the  debate, 
were  compelled  reluctantly  to  own  their  mistake,  and  to  admit 
the  existence  of  deep  and  intense  distress.  Memorial  after  me- 
morial poured  in,  conimiilee  after  committee  repaired  to  the  ca- 
pitol  to  represent  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  until  incredulity 
itself  stood  rebuked  and  abashed.  Then  it  was  the  bank  that 
had  indicted  the  calamity  upon  the  country— that  bank  which 
was  to  be  brought  under  ihtJ  feel  of  the  executive,  and  which  it 
was  necessary,  at  all  events,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president, 
should  proceed  forlliwilh  to  wind  up  its  affairs. 

And,  during  the  debate,  it  was  again  and  again  pronounced 
by  the  partisans  of  the  executive,  that  the  sole  question  involv- 
ed in  the  resolutions  was  bank  or  no  bank.  It  was  in  vain  that 
we  protested,  solemnly  protested,  that  that  was  not  the  ques- 
tion; and  that  the  true  question  was  of  immensely  higher  im- 
port; that  it  comprehended  the  inviolability  of  the  coiirlituiion, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  the  union  of  the  purse  and  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  one  man.  In  vain,  did  members  re- 
peatedly rise  in  their  places,  and  proclaim  their  intention  to 
vole  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  and  their  settled  deter- 
mination to  vole  against  the  recharler  of  the  bank,  and  against 
the  charter  of  any  bank.  Gentlemen  persisted  in  asserting  the 
identity  of  the  bank  question,  and  that  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tions; and  thousands  of  the  people  of  the  country  are,  to  this 
moment,  deluded  by  the  erroneous  belief  in  that  identity. 

Mr.  President,  the  arts  of  power  and  its  minions  are  the  same 
in  all  countries  and  in  all  ages.  It  marks  a victim;  denounces 
it;  and  excites  the  public  odium  and  the  public  haired,  to  con- 
ceal its  own  abuses  and  encroachments.  It  avails  itself  of  ihu 
prejudices,  and  the  passions  of  the  people,  silently  and  secretly, 
to  forge  chains  to.  enslave  the  people. 

Well,  sir,  during  tiie  continuance  of  the  debate,  we  have  been 
told  over  and  over  again,  that,  let  the  question  of  the  deposites 
be  settled,  let  congress  pa.ss  ujion  the  report  of  the  secretary, 
and  the  activity  of  business  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
will  again  speedily  revive.  The  senate  has  passed  upon  the  re- 
solutions, and  has  done  its  duly  to  the  country,  to  the  constitu- 
tion, and  to  its  conscience. 

And  the  report  of  the  secretary  has  been  also  passed  upon  in 
the  other  house;  but  how  passed  upon.'’  The  official  relations 
which  exist  between  the  two  houses,  and  the  expediency  of 
preserving  good  feelings  and  harmony  between  them,  forbid  rny 
saying  all  that  I feel  on  this  niomenlous  subject.  But  1 must 
say,  that  the  house,  by  the  consiiiuiion,  is  deemed  the  especial 
guardian  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  (leople;  and,  above 
all,  the  guardian  of  the  people’s  money  in  the  public  treasury. 
The  house  has  given  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  se- 
cretary’.s  reasons  the  go-by,  evaded  it,  shunned  it,  or  rather 
merged  it,  in  the  previous  question.  The  house  of  representa- 
tives has  not  ventured  to  approve  the  secretary’s  reasons.  It 
cannot  approve  them;  but,  avoiding  the  true  anil  original  ques- 
tion, has  gone  off  upon  a subordinate  and  collateral  point.  It 
has  indirectly  sanctioned  the  executive  usurpation.  It  has  vir- 
luiilly  abandoned  its  constitutional  care  and  control  over  the 
public  treasury.  It  has  surrendered  the  keys,  or  rather  permits 
the  executive  to  retain  their  custody;  and  thus  acquiesces  in 
that  conjunction  of  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation,  which 
all  experience  has  evinced,  and  all  [latriots  have  believed,  to  be 
fatal  to  the  continuance  of  public  liberty. 

ISucIi  has  been  the  extraordinary  disposition  of  this  great  ques- 
tion. Has  the  promised  relief  come.^  In  one  short  week,  after 
the  house  pronounced  its  singular  decision,  three  banks  in  this 
District  of  Columbia  have  stojiped  payment  and  exploded.  In 
one  of  them  the  government  has,  we  understand,  sustained  a 
loss  of  thirty  thousand  dollars.  And  in  another,  almost  within 
a stone’s  throw  of  the  capilol,  that  navy  pension  fund,  created 
fiir  our  infirm  and  disabled,  hut  gallant  tars,  which  ought  to  be 
held  sacred,  has  experienced  an  abstraction  of  $20,000!  Such 
is  the  realization  of  the  prediction  of  relief  made  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  executive. 

And  what  is  the  actual  state  of  the  public  treasury.’  The  pre- 
sident, not  satisfied  with  the  seizure  of  it,  more  than  two  montini 
before  the  commencement  of  the  session,  appointed  a second 
secretary  of  the  treasury  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  con- 
gress. We  are  now  in  the  fifth  month  of  the  session;  and  in 
defiance  of  the  sense  of  the  country,  and  in  contempt  of  the 
participation  of  the  senate  in  the  appointing  power,  the  presi- 
dent has  not  yet  deigned  to  submit  the  nomination  of  his  secre- 
tary to  the  consideration  of  the  senate.  Sir,  I have  uot  looked 
into  the  record,  but,  from  the  habitual  practice  of  every  pre- 
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Yious  president,  from  the  deference  and  respect  which  they  all 
maintained  towards  a co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government,  I 
venture  to  say  that  a parallel  case  is  not  to  be  found. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a question  of  the  highest  importance  what 
is  to  be  the  issue,  what  the  remedy,  of  the  existing  evils.  VVe 
should  deal  with  the  people  openly,  frankly,  sincerely.  The 
senate  stands  ready  to  do  whatever  is  incumbent  upon  it;  but 
unless  the  majority  in  the  house  will  relent;  unless  it  will  take 
heed  of  and  profit  by  recent  events,  there  is  no  hope  for  the  na- 
tion from  the  joint  action  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  at  this 
session.  Still,  I would  say  to  my  countrymen,  do  not  despair. 
You  are  a young,  brave,  intelligent,  and  as  yet  a free  people.  A 
complete  remedy  for  all  that  you  sufler,  and  all  that  you  dread, 
is  in  your  own  hands.  And  the  events,  to  which  I have  just 
alluded,  demonstrate  that  those  of  us  have  not  been  deceived 
who  have  always  relied  upon  the  virtue,  the  capacity,  and  the 
intelligence  of  the  people. 

I congratulate  you,  Mr.  President,  and  I hope  you  will  receive 
the  congratulation  with  the  same  heartfelt  cordiality  with  which 
I tender  it,  upon  the  issue  of  the  late  election  in  the  city  of  N. 
York.  I hope  it  will  excite  a patriotic  glow  in  your  bosom.  I 
congratulate  the  senate,  the  country,  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
friends  of  liberty  every  where.  It  was  a great  victory.  It  must 
be  so  regarded  in  every  aspect.  From  a majority  of  more  than 
six  thousand,  which  the  dominant  party  boasted  a few  months 
ago,  if  it  retain  any,  it  is  a meagre  and  spurious  majority  of 
less  than  two  hundred.  And  the  whigs  contended  with  such 
odds  against  them.  A triple  alliance  of  state  placemen,  cor- 
poration placemen  and  federal  placemen,  amounting  to  about 
thirty-five  hundred',  and  deriving,  in  the  form  of  salaries,  com- 
pensations and  allowances,  ordinary  and  extra,  from  the  public 
chests,  the  enormous  sum,  annually,  of  near  one  million  of 
dollars.  Marshalled,  drilled,  disciplined,  commanded.  The 
struggle  was  tremendous;  but  what  can  withstand  the  irresistible 
power  of  the  votaries  of  truth,  liberty  ond  their  country.^  It  was 
an  immortal  triumph — a triumph  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  over  usurpation  here,  aud  over  clubs  and  bludgeons  and 
violence  there. 

Go  on,  noble  city!  Go  on,  patriotic  whigs!  follow  up  your 
glorious  commencement;  persevere,  and  pause  not  until  you 
have  regenerated  and  disenthralled  your  splendid  city,  and  plac- 
ed it  at  the  head  of  American  cities  devoted  to  civil  liberty,  as 
it  now  stands  pre-eminently  the  first  as  the  commercial  empori- 
um of  our  common  country!  Merchants,  mechanics,  traders, 
laborers,  never  cease  to  recollect  that,  without  freedom,  you 
can  have  no  sure  commerce  or  business;  and  that  without  law 
you  have  no  security  for  personal  liberty,  property,  or  even  ex- 
istence! Countrymen  of  Tone,  of  Emmet,  of  Macneven,  and 
of  Sampson,  if  any  of  you  have  been  deceived^  and  seduced  into 
the  support  of  a cause  dangerous  to  American  liberty,  hasten  to 
review  and  correct  your  course!  Do  not  forget  that  you  aban- 
doned the  green  fields  of  your  native  island  to  escape  what  you 
believed  the  tyranny  of  a British  king!  Do  not,  I adjure  you, 
lend  yourselves,  in  this  land  of  your  asylum,  this  last  retreat  of 
the  freedom  of  man,  to  the  establishment  here,  for  you,  and  for 
us  all,  of  that  despotism  which  you  had  proudly  hoped  had  been 
left  behind  you,  in  Europe,  forever!  There  is  much,  I would 
fain  believe,  in  the  constitutional  forms  of  government.  But  at 
last  it  is  its  parental  and  beneficent  operation  that  must  fix  its 
character.  A gowerument  may  in  form  be  free,  in  practice  ty- 
rannical; as  it  may  in  form  be  despotic,  and  in  practice  liberal 
and  free. 

It  was  a brilliant  and  signal  triumph  of  the  whigs.  And  they 
have  assumed  for  themselves,  and  bestowed  on  their  opponents, 
a demonstration  which,  according  to  all  the  analogy  of  history, 
is  strictly  correct.  It  deserves  to  be  extended  throughout  the 
whole  country.  What  was  the  origin,  among  our  British  an- 
cestors, of  those  appellations.^  The  tories  were  the  supporters 
of  executive  power,  of  royal  prerogative,  of  the  maxim  that  the 
king  could  do  no  wrong,  of  the  detestable  doctrines  of  passive 
obedience  and  non  resistance.  TIiq  whigs  were  the  champions 
of  liberty,  the  friends  of  the  people,  and  the  defenders  of  the 
power  ot  their  representatives  in  the  house  of  commons. 

During  our  revolutionary  war,  the  tories  took  sides  with  exe- 
cutive power  and  prerogative,  aud  with  the  king,  against  liberty 
and  independence.  And  the  whigs,  true  to  their  principles 
contended  against  royal  executive  power,  and  for  freedom  and 
independence. 

And  what  is  the  present  but  the  same  contest  in  another  form? 
The  partisans  of  the  present  executive  sustain  his  power  in  the 
mo^t  boundless  extent.  They  claim  for  him  rt/i  executive  an 
thority.  They  make  his  sole  will  the  governing  power.  Every 
officer  concerned  in  the  administration,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  is  to  conform  to  his  mandates.  Even  the  public  treasu- 
ry, hitherto  regarded  as  sacred,  and  beyond  his  reach,  is  platj^d 
by  them  under  his  entire  direction  and  control.  Tl:e  whigs  of 
the  present  day  are  opposing  executive  encroachment,  ami  ; 
most  alarming  extension  of  executive  power  ami  prerogative 
They  are  ferreting  out  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  an  admin- 
istration, under  a chief  magistrate  who  is  endeavoring  to  con- 
centrate in  his  own  person  the  whole  powers  of  government 
They  are  contending  for  the  rights  of  the  people,  for  civil  liber- 
ty, for  free  institution^  for  the  supremacy  of  the  constitution 
and  the  laws.  The  contest  is  an  arduous  one;  but,  although  the 
struggle  may  be  yet  awhile  prolonged,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
and  the  spirit  of  our  auce-stors,  the  issue  cannot  be  doubtful. 

The  senate  stands  in  the  breach,  ready  to  defend  the  consti 
tuiion,  and  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  people.  But,  with- 


out the  concurrence  of  another  branch  of  congress,  which 
ought  to  be  the  first  to  yield  it,  the  senate  alone  can  send  forth 
no  act  of  legislation.  Unaided,  it  can  do  no  positive  good;  but 
it  has. vast  preventive  power.  It  may  avert  and  arrest  evil,  if 
it  cannot  rebuke  usurpation.  Senators,  let  us  remain  steadily 
by  the  constitution  and  the  country,  in  this  most  portentous 
crisis;  let  us  oppose,  to  all  encroachments  and  to  all  corruption, 
a manly,  resolute  aud  uncompromising  resistance;  let  us  adopt 
two  rules  from  which  we  will  never  deviate,  in  deliberating 
upon  all  nominations.  In  the  first  place,  to  preserve  untar- 
nished and  unsuspected  the  purity  of  congress,  let  us  negative 
the  nomination  of  every  member  for  any  office,  high  or  low, 
ffireign  or  domestic,  until  the  authority  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  is  fully  restored.  I know  not  that  there  is  any  member  of 
either  house  capable  of  being  influenced  by  the  prospect  of  ad- 
vancement or  promotion;  I would  be  the  last  to  make  such  an 
insinuation:  but  suspicion  is  abroad,  and  it  is  best,  in  these 
times  of  trouble  and  revolution,  to  defend  the  integrity  of  the 
body  against  all  possible  imputations.  For  one,  whatever 
others  may  do,  I here  deliberately  avow  my  settled  determina- 
tion, whilk  I retain  a seat  in  this  chamber,  to  act  in  conformity 
to  that  rule.  In  pursuing  it,  \vc  but  act  in  consonance  with  a 
principle  proclaimed  by  the  present  chief  magistrate  himself 
when  out  of  power.  But,  alas!  how  little  has  he  respected  it 
in  power!  How  little  has  he,  in  office,  conformed  to  any  of  the 
principles  which  he  announced  when  out  of  office! 

And,  in  the  next  place,  let  us  approve  of  the  original  nomi- 
nation of  no  notorious  brawling  partisan  and  eleolioneerer;  but, 
especially,  of  the  reappointment  of  no  officer  pre.sented  to  us, 
who  shall  have  prostituted  the  influence  of  his  oflice  to  parti- 
san and  electioneering  purposes.  Every  incumbent  has  a clear 
right  to  exercise  the  elective  franchise.  I would  be  the  last  to 
controvert  or  deny  it.  But  he  has  no  right  to  employ  the  influ- 
ence of  his  office,  to  exercise  an  agency  which  he  holds  in  trust 
for  the  people,  to  promote  his  own  selfish  or  party  purposes. 
Here,  also,  we  have  the  authority  of  the  present  chief  magis- 
trate for  this  rule;  and  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  se- 
nator from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grundy)  merits  lasting  praise  for  hia 
open  and  manly  condemnation  of  these  practices  of  official  in- 
cumbents. He  was  right,  when  he  declared  his  suspicion  and 
distrust  of  the  purity  of  the  motives  of  any  officer  whom  he  saw 
busily  interfering  in  the  elections  of  the  people. 

Senators!  we  have  <x  highly  responsible  and  arduous  position; 
but  the  people  are  with  us,  and  the  path  of  duty  lies  clearly 
marked  before  us.  Let  us  be  firm,  persevering  and  unmoved. 
Let  us  perform  our  duty  iu  a manner  worthy  of  our  ancestors — 
worthy  of  American  senators — worthy  of  the  dignity  of  the  so- 
vereign states  that  we  represent — above  all,  worthy  of  the  name 
of  American  freemen!  Let  us  “pledge  our  lives,  our  fortunes, 
and  our  sacred  honor,”  to  rescue  our  beloved  country  from  all 
mpending  dangers.  And,  amidst  the  general  gloom  and  dark- 
nessxvhich  prevail,  let  us  continue  to  present  one  unextin- 
guished light,  steadily  burning,  iu  the  cause  of  the  people,  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  civil  liberty. 

LIST  OF  DEPOSITE  BANKS. 


Bute  of 

return. 

February 

1 

3 

3 

3 

January 

31 

30 

December31 

January 

1 

February 

1 

January 

31 

February 

7 

January 

25 

February 

1 

5 

3 

3 

December  31 

January 

28 

25 

17 

S5 

December  31 

January 

27 

Name  mid  location.  Specie. 

Marine  bank  ofPortland  11,319 

Commercial,  Portsmouth  54,390 

Commonwealth,  Boston  118.544 

Merchants’  do.  150,135 

Merchants’,  Salem,  Mass.  5,869 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vt.  28,754 

New  London  bank  5,697 

Mechanics,  New  Haven  93,328 

Arcade,  Providence  22,500 

Newport,  Rhode  Island  6,817 

Bristol,  do.  2,880 

Bank  of  America,  New  York  340,000 


do. 

do. 


Mechanic 
Manhattan, 

Girard,  Philadelphia 
Union  bank  of  Maryland 
Metropolis,  Washington 
Bank  of  Virginia 
Planters’,  Savannah 
Franklin,  Cincinnati 
Union  bank  of  Louisiana 
Commercial,  New  Orleans 
Pliuiters’, 'Natchez 
Bank  S.  of  Ala.  Mobile 
December  31  Bank  ofMichican,  Dot.- 
(Union  bank  ofTeiine.«see 
No  returns.  < Farmers  and  Mechanics,  Hartford 
( Bank  of Inmisville,  Kentucky. 


259,638 

208,545 

271,000 

*53,232 

1.53,997 

435,925 

425,700 

113,349 

242,358 

107,018 

166,709 

145,766 

37,300 


Bills  of 
oth.  hl:s. 
49,360 
14,890 

503.000 

351.000 

35,000 

6,000 

2,173 

7,991 

9,000 

22,000 

29,000 

933,266 

1,298,116 

1,210,585 

787,825 

368,449 

566,783 

130,755 

10,730 

101,144 

595.280 

272;073 

29,419 

117,070 

83,955 


BANK  OF  THE  UNri’ED  STATES- 1826. 

We  give  the  following  curious  docnim.iit  without  remark — 
To  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stater: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  iu  belialf  of  themselves  and 
their  fellow  citizens  of  Albany,  respectfully  sheweth — 


[*In  addition  to  the  specie  on  that,  day  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Union  bank,  we  have  ascertained  that  there  was  due  to  that 
bank  from  the  other  banks  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  payable  on 
demand  in  coin,  a net  balance  of  $125,007.] 
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That,  since  the  completion  of  the  northern  and  western  ca- 
nals of  this  state,  such  facilities  are  given  to  transportation, 
that  the  quantities  of  country  produce  hrouglit  to  this  market 
from  the  interior  of  this  state  are  increased  to  an  immense 
amount;  and  when  to  this  is  added  the  produce  wliich  will  be 
brought  to  this  market  from  the  fertile  regions  of  the  north- 
western parts  of  Pennsylvania,  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  K;rri- 
tory  of  Michigan,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  amount  of 
business  which  might  be  dune  in  this  place,  was  there  a stidi- 
cient  moneyed  capital  located  here,  to  give  countenance  and 
support  to  commercial  euter(irise.  The  ca|)ital  of  the  banks  lo- 
cated here,  understate  incorporations,  is  erdtreiiy  iusujf/icient  <o 
a^ord  those  facilities  to  commercial  enterprise  which  the  business 
of  the  place  would  warrant,  and  which  the  most  cautious  pru- 
dence would  justify.  The  limited  capital  of  our  banks  forbids 
tlie  extension  of  our  trade.  Merchants  of  moderate  fortune  are 
discouraged  from  taking  up  their  abode  amongst  us,  from  a 
knowledge  that  the  banking  cajiital  of  the  place  is  not  aderiuale 
to  the  demands  which  are  made  upon  it  for  tlie  prosecuting  of 
a sufficiently  extensive  business  to  render  it  profitable;  and  in- 
stances are  not  wanting  of  active,  intelligent  and  enterprising 
merchants  removing -from  this  place  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  an  increased  banking  capital 
there,  although  their  business  has  principally  been  continued 
with  the  interior  of  this  state.  The  western  world  is  pouring 
its  treasures  into  the  market  of  Albany,  but  its  citizens  are 
doomed,  with  tantalized  feelings,  to  behold  a rich  and  profitable 
trade  float  past  them  to  the  city  of  New  York,  solely  for  the 
want  of  a sufiicient  banking  capital  located  amongst  them. — 
Could  the  produce  brought  to  this  place  be  purchased  here,  such 
portion  as  is  not  wanted  for  home  consumption  might  be  ex- 
ported directly  from  here  to  a foreign  market,  (as  far  as  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Hudson  would  permit),  and  return  cargoes,  cal- 
culated for  the  interior  of  the  country,  might  be  imported,  with- 
out the  expense  of  trans-shipment  at  New  York,  or  the  profits 
of  the  importing  merchant  there.  These  considerations  have 
induced  the  citizens  of  Albany  once  more  to  ask  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a branch  or  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  in  this  city. 

It  is  hoped  this  application  will  he  favorably  received,  as  the 
same  causes  which  render  it  desirable  to  the  citizens  of  Albany 
to  have  a branch  of  the  United  Slates  bank  established  here, 
conclusively  shew,  that  it  would  be  a source  of  profit  to  the  pa- 
rent institution.  Indeed,  it  is  believed  that  a branch  here  would 
be  more  profitable  in  reference  to  the  extent  of  business  done, 
than  several  of  the  branches  located  in  sea  port  towns.  The 
local  situation  of  Albany  renders  it  an  entrepot  between  the 
eastern  states  and  the  western  countries;  between  the  south 
and  the  north,  and  consequently  a very  extensive  currency 
would  be  given  to  the  bills  issued  from  a branch  here,  and  the 
nature  of  the  trade  which  would  be  prosecuted  here,  would  in  a 
•reat  measure  render  the  bills  of  a branch  established  at  this  place 
the  circulating  medium  of  the  extensive  regions  whose  produce 
• would  be  brought  to  this  market. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  establishment  of  a branch  here 
would  not  only  be  highly  advantageous  to  this  city,  but  be  a 
source  of  profit  to  the  parent  institution,  we  hope  that  the  direc- 
tors of  the  United  States  bank  will  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  this  place. 

Jilbany,  July  10,  1826. 

; McMillan  & Bagley, 

William  Cook, 

John  J.  Godfrey, 

V.  W.  Rathbone, 

W.  & J.  G.  While, 

William  McHarg, 

Hickcox  &.  La  Grange, 

Wilder,  Hastings  & Co. 

Spencer  Stafford, 

S.  & H.  Stafford, 

G.  & S.  Buckley, 

J.  Pruyn, 

Marvin  & Raymond, 

Uaniel  Steele, 

A.  & S.  Lightbody, 

Gerril  L.  Dox, 

Samuel  L.  Pruyn, 

Humphrey  & Co. 

Mancius  & Le  Breton, 

John  L.  Wendell, 

J.  McPherson, 

W.  C.  Miller, 

Tilly  Allen, 

Lyman  Root, 

Joseph  Dennison, 

John  Dow, 

W.  S.  & E.  C.  McIntosh, 

Lemuel  Steele, 

Wood  & Acres, 

J.  & II.  Meacham, 

. C.  Baldwin, 


Charles  E.  Dudley, 

M.  Van  Buren, 

Israel  Smith, 

Corning  & Norton, 

J.  Stillwell  & Co. 

J.  Backus, 

Webb  & Drummer, 
James  Stevenson, 

B.  F.  Butler, 

J.  J.  Hamilton, 

W.  L.  Marcy, 

J.  Dewitt, 

Isaac  Denniston, 

J.  & I.  Townsend, 
Elisha  Jenkins, 
Charles  R.  Webster, 
James  La  Grange, 

K.  K.  Van  Renssalaer, 
Christian  Miller, 

C.  Humphreys, 

Walter  Clark, 
Alexander  Marvin, 

R.  II.  King  & Co. 

S.  Van  Rens.telaer, 
Nathan  Sanford, 

R.  M.  Mei^, 

Richard  Marvin, 

C.  & E.  Egbert, 
Chandler  Starr, 

Isaac  W.  Siaatt), 
Corns.  Vail  Antwerp. 
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BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


.Ipril  Sth,  1834. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  day,  .Mr.  Eyre, 
from  the  committee  on  the  offices,  presented  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  read.  Whereupon,  on  motion  Mr.  Sergeant, 
it  was  unanimously 


Resolved,  That  the  said  report  be  approved  and  published. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 


The  committee  on  the  offices  deem  the  close  of  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year,  a proper  oc<;asion  to  present  a review  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  iherii,  in  conj'ormiiy  to  the  instructions  of 
tlie  buaid,  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  2lst  January  last. 

During  tlie  summer  of  it  became  manilesi  that  the  exe- 

cutive ol  the  United  Stales,  meditated  some  signal  act  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  bank;  and,  accordingly,  the  board  look  early  mea- 
sures to  provide  against  it.  For  this  purpose,  they  began  by 
preventing  the  increase  of  the  business  of  the  baiik—by  dimi- 
nishing the  lime  of  the  loans,  so  as  to  make  the  funds  of  the 
bank  more  available,  and  finally,  in  protecting  the  western  offi- 
ces against  a repetition  of  the  cfiori  made  during  the  last  year  to 
cause  a run  upon  them. 

Accordingly,  on  the  13tli  of  August,  1833,  the  board  adopted 
the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  'I'liai  for  the  present  and  until  the  further  order 
of  the  board,  the  amount  of  “bills  discounted,”  shall  not  be  in- 
creased at  the  bank  and  the  several  offices. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  bills  of  exchange,  purchased  at  the 
bank,  and  all  the  ollices,  except  the  five  western  offices,  shall 
not  have  more  than  ninety  days  to  run. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  five  western  offices  be  instructed  to  pur- 
chase no  bills  of  exchange,  except  those  payable  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  not  having  more  than  ninety  days  to  run— or  those  which 
may  be  received  in  payment  of  existing  debts  to  the  bank  and 
the  offices,  and  then  not  having  more  than  four  months  to  run. 

This  was  the  only  measure  then  deemed  necessary,  the  board 
being  anxious  to  make  the  bank  safe,  without  incommoding  the 
country.  So  strong  was  this  conviction,  and  so  reluctant  were 
the  board,  to  diminish  its  business  until  it  became  necessary, 
that  when,  on  the  16lh  of  August,  the  government  directors  of- 
fered a resolution  “for  the  gradual  reduction  of  the  business  of 
the  institution  throughout  all  sections  of  the  country,”  the 
board  declined  even  the  consideration  of  it. 

It  was  not  until  the  24th  of  September,  that  as  the  indica- 
tions of  an  approaching  act  of  aggression  were  multiplied,  lha 
board  appointed  a coinmiilee  of  seven  members  “to  lake  into 
consideration  what  measures  it  is  necessary  and  proper  should 
be  adopted  on  the  part  of  the  bank  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
intimations  that  the  deposites  of  the  government  are  to  be  mov- 
ed.” 


The  committee,  still  unwilling  to  diminish  its  accommoda- 
tion to  the  community,  did  not  advise  any  curtailment  of  the 
loans,  but  merely  followed  out  the  plan  adopted  on  the  13th  of 
August;  of  keeping  the  funds  of  the  bank  in  a state  of  activity, 
and  moving  them  forward  gradually  to  the  Atlantic  cities, 
where  the  bank  was  most  vulnerable  by  the  treasury.  They 
therefore,  on  the  1st  of  October  proposed  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted  to  the  following  eftect; 

1st.  To  extend  their  third  resolution  of  the  13ih  of  August 
from  the  five  western  offices  to  the  offices  of  Burlington,  Utica, 
Buflalo,  Pittsburgh,  Natchez  and  New  Orleans. 

2d.  That  all  the  other  offices  should  likewise  purchase  bills 
only  on  the  Atlantic  cities.  New  Orleans  and  Mobile,  not  hav- 
ing more  than  90  day  to  run. 

3d.  To  increase  the  rates  of  buying  bills  of  exchange. 

4th.  To  restrict  the  receipt  of  the  state  bank  notes  to  those  in 
the  same  places  with  the  offices; — and 

5lli.  To  collect  the  debts  due  by  distant  state  banks. 

Up  then  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  no  order  had  been  given 
to  curtail  the  loans.  But  all  who  are  familiar  with  our  com- 
merce know  that  during  the  summer,  in  the  interval  between 
the  old  and  the  new  crop,  commercial  operations  and  the  loans 
founded  on  them,  subside.  This  may  be  seen  in  the  following 
statement  of  the  reduction  of  the  business  of  the  bank  between 
the  1st  of  July  and  1st  of  October  for  many  successive  years. 
That  reduction  amounted — 

In  1823  to  1,240,436  14 

1824  to  2,119,291  31 

1825  to  131,436  15 

1826  to  3,012,258  41 

1827  to  2,215,818  61 

1828  to  1,473,926  98 

1829  to  3,258,080  10 

1830  to  2,710,644  14 

1831  Here  there  was  an  increase  under  the  peculiar  cir- 

cumstances of  the  country  during  that  year. 

1832  to  4,722,770  70 

1833  to  3,275,694  62 

So  that,  without  any  orders  to  that  purpose,  but  in  the  natu- 
ral course  of  business,  the  loans  had  diminished  from  the  1st  of 
July  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  $3,275,694  62— a result  occa- 
sioned by  the  voluntary  payment  at  maturity  of  bills  of  exchange 

amounting  to ‘..3,806,761  00 

And  an  increase  of  the  local  loans 533,066  38 


Leaving  the  aggregate  reduction 3,275,694  62 

It  was  probably  in  consequence  of  ignorance  of  the  business 
of  the  country  that  the  secretary  assigned  as  a reason  for  remov- 
ing the  deposites,  the  “curtailments”  and  the  “oppressive  sys- 
tem of  policy”  of  the  bank,  because  the  returns  of  the  bank 
showed  a reduction  from  August  to  October  of  $4,066,146  21. 

He  ought  to  have  seen  from  the  statements  furnished  to  him, 
that  there  were  no  curtailments  at  all.  He  ought  further  to 
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have  known  that  this  “oppressive  system”  consisted  of  a volun- 
tary reduction  by  the  maturity  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  at  N. 

Orleans  to  the  amount  of ^,037,099  59 

Of  bills  drawn  at  other  places 1,018,215  90 


Making 3,055,315  49 

And  of  a voluntary  diminution  of  local  loans  of 1,010,830  72 


4,066,146  21 

This  very  reduction  in  the  local  loans  moreover  consisted 
merely  of  a voluntary  payment  by  a mercantile  house,  under  an 
arrangement  for  paying  the  3 per  cents,  in  Europe,  by  vvhic' 
bills  Oft  London  were  substituted  for  the  sum  of  ;gl,046,678  60 
advanced  to  them;  so  that  there  was  not  one  dollar  of  involun 
tary  reduction  of  the  loans  at  the  very  moment  when  the  secre 
tary  gave  as  a reason  for  removing  the  deposites,  the  oppressive 
curtailments  of  the  bank. 

About  the  1st  of  October  the  removal  of  the  deposites  took 
place.  Without  a moment’s  previous  notice,  the  bonds  actual 
ly  in  the  bank  were  withdrawn  from  it — and  it  has  since  ap 
peared  that  while  the  treasury  was  sending  daily  and  weekly 
lists,  professing  to  contain  all  the  orders  on  the  bank — secret 
draughts  suppressed  from  the  lists,  to  the  amount  of  ^2,300,000 
were  distributed  for  the  purpose  of  being  suddenly  used,  while 
the  bank  was  ignorant  of  their  existence.  It  was  then  for  the 
first  time  that  the  bank  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  diminishing 
its  accommodations  to- the  community. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  the  committee  appointed  on  the  24th 
of  September,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

“That  the  committee  on  the  offices  be  authorised  to  direct 
such  a gradual  reduction  in  the  amount  and  the  time  of  the 
loans  at  the  respective  offices,  as  may  in  their  judgment  be 
made  without  inconvenience  to  the  customers  of  the  bank  or 
the  community.” 

The  committee  endeavored  to  execute  this  authority  in  such 
a manner  as  would  accomplish  the  object  of  securing  the  bank 
without  injuring  the  community,  and  they  accordingly  directed 
a reduction  of  the  loans  in  conformity  to  the  situation  of  each 
office,  while  at  the  same  time  the  purchase  of  domestic  bills  was 
left  as  unrestricted  as  the  state  of  the  bank  permitted,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  reduction  of  the  local  loans,  and  also  provide 
the  means  of  transmitting  the  proceeds  of  these  reductions  to 
the  exposed  parts  of  the  establishment. 

The  progress  of  these  reductions  will  be  seen  in  the  annexed 
comparative  statement,  marked  A,  of  the  condition  of  the  bank 
on  the  1st  of  October  and  the  1st  of  April  respectively: 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  reduction 

was 4'5,287,385  31 

But  from  this  should  be  deducted  the  operations  in 
the  old  suspended  debt  at  the  agencies  at  Cincin- 
nati and  Chilicothe,  which  being  settlements  in, 
or  for,  real  estate,  are  liot  connected  with  this 
movement;— they  amount  to 239,858  19 


So  that  the  actual  reduction  of  loans  from  the  1st 

of  October  to  1st  of  April,  has  been  only ^f5,057,527  12 

During  the  same  period  the  reduction  of  deposites 

was 7,778,403  41 

This  will  be  more  perspicuously  seen  in  the  following  state- 
ment: 

Public  deposites.  Private  deposites. 


1833.  Loans. 

October  1,  60,094,202  93 

November  1,  57,210,604  38 
December  1,  54,453,104  67 

1834. 

January  1,  54,911,461  70 

February  1,  54,842,973  64 
March  1,  56,167,829  86 

April  1,  54,806,817  62 


9,868,435  58 
8,232,311  18 
5,162,260  63 


8,008,862  78 
7,285,041  88 
6,827,173  10 


4,230,509  63  6.734,866  06 

3,066.561  72  6,715,312  60 

2,604,233  62  7,343,129  92 

2,932,866  74  7,166,028  21 

Reduction  on  public  deposites $6,935, .568  84 

private  deposites 842,334  57 


7,778,403  41 

Reduction  of  loans 5,057,.527  12 

During  the  same  period  the  accommodation  given  to  the  stale 
banks  will  be  exhibited  in  the  following  statement  of  the  ba 
lances  due  from  them,  and  the  amount  of  their  notes  on  hand 
at  these  several  periods: — 

October],  $4,719,972  February],  $3,211,.385 

November  1,  4,489,217  March  1,  2,035,985 

December!,  4,063,258  April  1,  2,195,489 

January  1,  3,519,.385 

Leaving  the  monthly  average $3,464,956 

In  the  same  period  the  bank  has  purchased  of  domestic  bills  of 

exchange $32,788,704 

And  of  foreign  bilks 1,882,620 

In  the  same  time  it  has  paid  its  branch  notes,  which 
it  was  not  obliged  to  pay  except  where  issued,  at 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston, 

to  the  amount  of 12,691,130 

Having  thus  succeeded  in  bringing  the  funds  of  the  bank  into 
a state  of  control,  ready  to  be  applied  in  whatever  quarter  they 
be  most  needed,  the  committee  in  the  month  of  March  directed 
the  southern  offices  to  abstain  from  increasing  the  amount  of 
their  purchases  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange  be}  ond  their  In- 
cunics. 


Such  is  the  history  and  the  present  state  of  the  reductions  di- 
rected by  the  committee. 

The  examination  of  it  will  present  the  following  result: 

1st.  That  the  bank  never  directed  any  curtailment  of  its  loans 
until  the  actual  removal  of  the  deposites. 

2d.  That  the  only  actual  reduction  of  loans  took  place  from 
the  1st  of  October  to  the  1st  of  December,  when  the  loans 

were  diminished $5,641,098  26 

While  at  the  same  time  the  public  and  private 

deposites  were  reduced 5,887,864  63 

3d.  That  froiu  the  1st  of  December,  1833,  to  the  1st 
of  April,  1834,  the  loans  have  not  been  reduced, 
but  on  the  contrary  have  actually  been  increas- 
ing, and  are  greater  on  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  than 

on  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  by 353,712  95 

While  during  that  same  period  the  public  depo- 
sites, had  decreased  no  less  than 2,239,393  89 

4th.  That  the  total  reduction  of  loans  from  1st  of 

Oct.  to  1st  of  April,  was 5,057,527  22 

While  the  public  deposites  had  been 

reduced $6,935,568  84 

Private  deposites 842,834  57 

Making  an  aggregate  of ^ 7,778,403  41 

being  a reduction  of  loans  less,  by  nearly  three 


millions,  than  the  reduction  of  deposites. 

5th.  That  so  far  from  restricting  the  trade  of  the 
country,  it  has  actually  purchased  from  the  1st 
of  October  to  the  1st  of  April  of  domestic  and 

foreign  bills  of  exchange $34,671,324 

6th.  That  the  state  banks  were  permitted  to  be  in- 
debted to  the  bank  an  average  monthly  amount 

of 3,464,956 

These  statements  may  be  not  inappropriately  closed,  by  a few 
remarks. 

Up  to  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
was  responsible  for  the  general  condition  of  the  currency  of  the 
country.  After  years  of  effort  and  sacrifice,  it  had  brought  the 
currency  and  the  exchanges  of  the  union  into  a condition  pro- 
bably belter,  in  many  respects,  than  existed  elsewhere.  With 
this  responsibility  was  mingled  the  duty  of  averting  every  cala- 
mity, and  mitigating  every  shock  that  might,  by  deranging  the 
currency,  injure  the  community.  It  was  for  this  purpose  that 
the  bank  interposed  in  the  disastrous  crisis  of  1825,— for  this 
that  it  extended  its  loans  in  1831  until  the  country  could  reco- 
ver from  its  excessive  importations — for  this  that  it  defrayed, 
out  of  its  own  funds,  the  cost  of  postponing  the  payment  of  the 
three  per  cents,  in  1832— for  this  that,  in  the  same  year,  it  as- 
sumed the  payment  ofthe  debt  to  foreigners,  lest  their  demands 
might  add  to  the  troubles  of  a pestilence  which  was  disordering 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  It  was  for  this,  in  short,  that,  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes were  objects  of  its  constant  solicitude. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1833,  the  violation  of  the  charter  of  the«! 
bank  put  an  end  to  all  that  responsibility.  On  that  day,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  as  a component  part  of  the  financial 
system  established  by  congress,  in  which  the  public  revenue 
was  to  sustain  the  public  currency,  ceased  to  exist.  It  became 
the  property  of  its  stockholders — and  whether  that  property 
should  continue  to  be  lent,  or  should  be  recalled  fiom  the  bor- 
rowers in  greater  or  less  proportions,  was  a matter  for  them, 
and  for  them  alone,  to  decide.  If,  therefore,  in  the  effort  to 
sustain  its  credit,  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  reduced  its  loans 
more  rapidly  than  consisted  with  public  convenience,  the  re- 
proach should  be  on  the  aggressors  who  had  made  this  act  of 
self-defence  necessary. 

It  has  indeed  been  asserted,  that  the  bank  has  made  oppres- 
sive curtailments;  and  the  motives  ascribed  for  them  are  un- 
kindness  to  the  executive,  and  a desire  to  extort  from  public 
sufi'ering  a continuance  of  its  charter.  Nothing  can  be  more 
groundless  than  the  allegation,  except  the  causes  assigned  for 
it.  So  far  from  making  any  unnecessary  curtailments,  it  has 
been  seen  that  the  bank  has  made  the  least  possible  reduction, 
consistent  with  its  own  security.  True  it  is,  that  since  the 
bank  refused  to  permit  the  political  interference  of  the  execu- 
tive officers,  it  has  been  the  object  of  embittered  hostility;  and 
equally  true  that  this  very  removal  of  the  deposiles  was  declar- 
ed, by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  who  refused  to  make  it,  to 
be  a “vindictive”  act  against  the  institution.  But  these  are 
feelings  which  the  directors  of  the  bank  cannot  possibly  recipro- 
cate. Nor  would  they  deem  so  meanly  ofthe  spirit  and  intelli- 
gence of  their  countrymen,  as  to  believe  that  they  would  be  dri- 
ven to  support  what  their  judgments  disapproved  by  any  incon- 
veniences which  the  bank  could  occasion.  So  far  from  having 
the  remotest  wish  to  cau.se  such  sufferings,  the  bank,  if  it  has 
erred,  has  erred  on  the  gentler  side  of  looking  less  to  its  own 
nterests  than  to  ibo.se  of  the  country.  For  that  extreme  for- 
bearance, however,  it  finds  an  adequate  justification  in  the  ex- 
traordinary position  in  which  the  country  is  now  placed. 

The  violation  of  the  laws  committed  by  the  executive,  is  of 
itself  calculated,  by  destroying  confidence,  and  breaking  down 
the  established  currency,  to  afflict  and  convulse  the  country. 

In  such  a crisis  the  bank,  unwilling  to  aggravate  these  evils, 
has  forborne  to  press  its  claims,  but  constantly  endeavored  to 
mitigate  the  severity  of  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the  community.  . 
It  will  still  continue  to  do  so,  whenever  it  can  be  done  with 
safety.  But  that  safely  is  its  first  duly  and  must  be  its  chief 
care. 
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The  protest  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
the  senate,  against  a certain  resolution  which  recently 
passed  that  body,  communicated  by  message  on  the  17th 
instant,  will  be  found,  at  length,  in  subsequent  pages,  and 
also  a second  message  transmitted  on  the  21st,  explana- 
tory of  some  matters  stated  in  that  of  the  17lh.  These 
extraordinary  proceedings  have  caused  an  extraordinary 
agitation  in  the  senate,  as  well  as  in  the  public  mind. 
It  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  the  speeches  of  the  senators, 
though  we  may  briefly  notice  some  of  them.  They  are 
very  animated,  and  pans  of  them  very  severe. 

In  our  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Wise^  of  Virginia, 
and  Mr.  Peyton^  of  Tennessee,  have  introduced  certain 
series  of  resolutions  which  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment, especially  those  of  the  last,  as  casting  a censure 
on  a particular  act  of  the  senate.  The  majority  required 
to  suspend  the  rule  concerning  the  offering  of  resolu- 
tions, was  not  obtained  in  either  case.  We  have  given 
the  yeas  and  nays  in  full.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  op- 
ponents of  the  administration  generally,  with  several 
other  gentlemen,  supported  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wise,  as 
well  as  that  of  Mr.  Peyton — and  so  it  appears  that,  if  the 
party  with  whom  the  latter  gentleman  acts,  had  been 
willing  to  discuss  and  support  the  propositions  made  by 
him,  the  leave  asked  for  would  have  been  easily  obtained. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  the  senate,  on  Monday 
last,  to  insert,  in  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a 
certain  paper  which  these  resolutions  declared  should 
not  be  received,  must  have  had  for  its  example  a famous 
decree  of  the  Athenians,  who  gave  the  name  of  a person 
to  the  memory  of  ages  yet  distant,  by  declaring  it  a pub- 
lic offence  to  pronounce  it! 

Another  strange  circumstance  appears  in  this  day’s 
proceedings,  as  we  copy  them  (ou  this  occasion)  from  the 
“Globe.”  The  alteration  of  cei’tain  words  of  the  “pro- 
test,” after  it  was  in  possession  of  the  senate,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  private  secretary  of  the  president.  The 
practice,  in  this  instance,  may  have  been  innocent,  but 
the  principle,  we  think,  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to. 
The  whole  paper,  and  every  word  on  the  paper,  was  the 
unquestionable  property  of  the  senate,  and  the  senate, 
only,  had  power  to  admit  an  alteration  or  amendment  of 
it,  on  application  made  for  that  purpose. 

The  protest,  as  read  to  the  senate,  had  been  even  dis- 
cussed at  considerable  length— an  action  had  been  had 
upon  it;,  and  yet  it  was  sent  forth  to  the  people,  not  as  it 
Hvas  discussed  by  the  senate,  but  as  amended  by  an  indi- 
vidual who  had  no  sort  of  authority  over  it,  except  to 
keep  it  safely,  and  in  its  original  shape.  The  power  to 
alter  a word,  extends  to  the  alteration  of  a paragraph — 
the  change  of  a part  to  a change  of  the  whole.  It  can 
have  no  limit.* 

Such  an  excitement  as  showed  itself  in  the  galleries  of 
the  senate  on  Friday  the  20th  inst.  when  Mr.  Leigh  spoke 
of  the  compromise  of  the  tariff  bill,  should  not  be  per- 
mitted; and  yet  spontaneous  and  involuntary  bursts  of  ap- 

♦Weseeit  suited  by  tlie  corre.^pondent  of  the  Philadelphia 
“American  Daily  Advertiser”  that  Mr.  Ewia^  said  tlint  the 
word  “his,”  as  frerpiently  read  to  the  senate,  was  altered  to  the 
word  “the”  as  published  in  the  “Globe” — and  that  40,000  of 
these  altered  copies  had  been  printed,  gcc.  In  the  original,  for 
example,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  called  his  or  my  [i.  e. 
the  president’s]  seorclary,  but  in  the  amended  copy  the  secre- 
tary. 

The  account  proceeds  to  say,  that,  after  the  secretary  of  the 
senate  had  been  called  to  state  the  facts,  and  did  state  them — 
Mr.  Clay  .^aid,  “I  call  upon  Hie  senate  and  the  whole  country  to 
witness,  that  the  day  after  a document  sent  to  the  senate  I13'  the 
president  of  the  United  States  was  read,  and  debated,  the  presi- 
dent sends  his  secretary  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  alters  the 
document,  and  sends  it  out  to  the  people,  with  its  most  odious 
features  concealed.” 
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plause,  or  of  laughter,  cannot  always  be  suppressed,  even 
by  those  who  would  be  among  the  last  men  living  to  treat 
die  senate  with  disrespect.  We  think  that  a distinc- 
tion might  and  should  be  made — though,  in  all  cases, 
such  proceedings  ought  to  be  rebuked.  The  clearing  of 
the  galleries,  however,  is  a severe  measure — and  a gene- 
ral order  for  the  arrest  of  persons,  innocent  of  the  least 
disposition  to  offend,  will  clear  the  galleries  of  the  se- 
nate, without  the  agency  of  the  sergeant-at-arms — for  no 
freeman,  who  has  a moderate  share  of  respect  for  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  or  for  himself,  will  place 
himself  in  a condition  in  which  he  may  be  treated  like  a 
felon,  because  he  happens  to  laugh  or  make  a little  noise, 
mai/uer/eniZy,asthose  who  are  below  him  oftentimes  do. 
These  exertions  of  “brief  authority”  should  be  abated. 
The  general  disorderly  congregations  of  individuals,  who 
make  up  even  the  always  enlightened  house  of  delegates 
of  the  state  of  Maryland,  for  an  example,  pushing  about 
in  all  directions,  with  hats  on  or  hats  off,  and  loudly 
talking  about  what  they  please — require  stillness  in  the 
lobby,  hats  off,  and  conversation  in  whispers.  If  they 
claim  the  respect  of  the  people,  let  these  men  respect 
the  people.  We  shall  endeavor  to  “reform”  this  impu- 
dence, xnWwi  season  for  action  upon  it.  We  knew  not 
of  its  existence  until  at  a late  period  in  the  last  session, 
or  should  have  brought  it  before  the  “bar  of  the  public 
reason”  long  ago.  We  will  not  lift  our  beaver,  in  the 
presence  of  any  man  in  America  who  requires  it,  and  re- 
fuses a return  of  the  compliment,  unless  through  the  ap- 
plication of  force  that  we  are  unable  to  resist  by  force. 
There  is  a sort  of  puppyism  in  it,  that  w'e  will  not  quiet- 
ly submit  to.  

We  have  briefly  referred  to  the  attention  paid  to 
Messrs.  J\IcDufle  amf  Preston,  in  Philadelphia.  Seve- 
ral public  dinners  were  given,  and  incessant  marks  of 
public  respect  paid  to  them,  by  multitudes  of  the  people. 
That  peaceable  city  was  thrown  into  a state  of  much  bus- 
tle and  agitation — all  other  considerations  being  appa- 
rently merged  in  the  great  questions  which  involve  tho 
business  and  prosperity,  labor  and  profits,  liberty  and 
safety,  of  its  industrious  inhabitants — as  they  believe. 

The  enthusiasm  of  the  people  was  much  increased  by 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Webster,  on  his  return  to  Washington. 
Masses  of  the  population  continually  pressed  round  about 
him;  and  he  was  forced  to  address  a great  multitude  at 
the  Exchange.  His  remarks  were,  of  course,  strong,  and 
received  with  shouts  of  approbation,  by  the  venerable 
aged  and  ardent  youtli  gathered  together.  ^ ^ 

On  Saturday  evening,  last  Messrs.  Webster,  McDuffie 
ai\d  Preston  were  expected  to  arrive  at  Baltimore,  and, 
though  it  raineil,  about  two  thousand  persons  spontane- 
ously assembled  on  Bowley’s  wharf  to  receive  them.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  steamboat,  it  was  said  that  neither  were 
on  board,  and  many  departed  for  their  homes  and  places 
of  business;  but  it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Preston  was 
among  the  passengers,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  address 
the  people.  He  commenced  fi-om  the  steamboat,  but  the 
cry  of  “to  the  exchange”  became  general  and  loud,  and, 
in  a few  minutes,  2,000  persons  were  in  or  about  the 
building.  Mr.  Preston  soon  appeared,  and  delivered  a 
biief  but  very  animated  address  and  exhortation,  which 
was  received  with  peals  of  applause  that  shook  the  lofty 
dome — the  crowd  being  in  a state  of  feverish  excitement. 

On  Sunday,  as  it  was,  Messrs.  Webster  and  Binney 
arrived  in  Baltimore,  that  they  might  be  present  in  Wash- 
ington on  Monday.  It  had  been  given  out  that  they 
would  not  come  that  day,  perhaps  to  prevent  the  gathering 
of  a crowd;  but  the  people,  by  thousands,  assembled  on 
the  wharf.  Mr.  Webster  being  called  on,  made  a few  ani- 
mated remarks  from  the  boat,  and  with  a view  of  dismiss- 
ing the  “friends  of  the  constitution”  assembled  to  meet 
him.  But  they  ‘would  not  be  dismissed.  They  formed 
into  a solid  body,  filling  the  whole  street,  and  marched  up 


130 


NILES’  UEGISTEK— APRIL  ^6,  1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


to  the  City  Hotel.  Mr.  Biimey,  less  personally  known  to 
the  people  than  Mr.  Webster,  nearly  effected  an  escape; 
but  he  was  recoijnized  and  taken  into  the  possession  of 
an  etithusiastic  multitude.  When  arrived  at  the  hotel, 
hardly  less  than  five  thousand  well  dressed  persons,  very 
many  of  tliein  elderly  men  and  of  lofty  standing  in  society, 
Avere  assembled  in  front  of  it,  and  tlie  gentlemen  were 
successively  called  on  to  offer  a few  words  of  e.xhortation. 
They  appeared  (though  with  evident  reluctance),  and  ad- 
dressed the  assembly,  with  much  animation  and  electri- 
cal effect.  The  people  were  highly  excited  and  often- 
times cheered,  but  in  a subdued  tone  of  voice;  and,  Mr. 
Biuney  having  concluded,  the  crowd  retired  in  an  or- 
derly and  respectful  manner,  having  cheered  tlie  gentle- 
men on  their  departure  for  Washington. 

We  happened  to  see  both  these  assemblages  of  the  peo- 
ple— one  of  them  accidentall}\  We  have  seen  many  like 
gatherings  in  large  cities — but  never  before  witnessed  so 
much  earnestness  and  animation  among  those  classes  of 
persons  who  attended. 

Detailed  accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  at 
various  places,  and  with  reference  to  the  late  elections  in 
New  York — or  the  more  recent  protest  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States  against  a certain  resolution  of  the 
senate,  would  overflow  many  as  closely  filled  sheets  as 
our  numbers  of  the  REGisTmt!  W’^e  must  suffer  them  to 
pass,  with  a multitude  of  speeches,  addresses,  letters,  &c. 
by  or  from  distinguished  individuals,  the  like  of  all  which 
we  never  saw  or  heard  of  before.  W e have  passed  through 
several  seasons  of  high  excitement,  and  mixed  much  with 
the  people,  and  felt  and  acted  freely  with  them,  at  differ- 
ent times,  since  the  year  1797;  but  a degree  of  animation 
now  prev'ails,  or  is  about  to  prevail,  which  goes  beyond 
that  of  past  times,  and  may  be  considered  an  augury 
of  exceedingly  important  public  events.  And  this  ani- 
mation and  excitement  is  hourly  increased  by  the  new 
difficulties  ex[)erienced  in  business,  and  the  greatly  in- 
creasing number  of  persons  cast  out  of  employment. 
More  than  70,000  spindles  have  been  stopped  in  the 
neighborliood  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  only;  the 
Union  manufacturing  company  of  Maryland  have  stopped 
both  their  great  cotton  mills,  and  discharged  several 
hundred  persons — another  large  establishment  in  the 
neighborliood  is  doing  only  half  work,  that  the  people 
may  earn  something,  and  others  must  soon  follow  this 
lead — 'and  a large  number  of  mechanics  are  without  work. 
All  these  things  adtl  to  the  excitement.  We  hope  that 
it  will  be,  every  where,  and  on  behalf  of  all  parties,  re- 
strained, by  just  observances  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  the  land,  and  solemn  determinations  to  preserve  the 
])ublic  tranquillity,  by  bearing  and  forbearing,  and  ren- 
dering such  assistance  or  accommodation  to  one  another 
as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  people,  to  sustain  each 
other’s  credit,  or  relieve  each  other’s  wants;  and  espe- 
cially with  relation  to  the  worthy  and  industrious  of  work- 
ing classes,  loo  generally  ^opondent  on  their  daily  labor 
for  actual  subsistence. 

There  was  a mighty  meeting  of  the  people,  and  such  a 
feast  as  was  never  before  prepared  in  the  United  States, 
held  near  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  last,  as  a rallying 
“to  support  the  constitution,”  and  “in  honor  of  the  late 
whig  victory  at  New  York,”  a very  large  delegation  from 
that  city  being  in  attendance,  bringing  with  them  their 
frigate  rigged  and  highly  finished  boat,  called  the“  Consti- 
tution,which  had  been  passed  through  the  streets  during 
the  “three  days.”  The  arrival  of  the  steamboat  with 
this  delegation  on  board,  and  the  procession  that  was 
then  formed,  are  described  in  glowing  terms.  The  whole 
number  congregated  was  supposed  not  to  be  less  than 
Jifty  thousand,  multitudes  attending  from  adjacent  ])arts 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  &c..  Many 
cattle  and  other  animals  had  been  roasted  whole,  and 
there  were  200  great  rounds  of  beef,  400  hams,  as  many 
beares’ tongues,  &c.  and  1.5,000  loaves  of  bread,  with 
crackers  and  cheese,  &c.  and  equal  supplies  of  wine, 
beer  and  cider.  This  may  give  some  idea  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  feast.  John  Sergeant  presided,  assisted  by  a 
large  number  of  vice  presidents,  &e.  Strong  bands  of 
music  played  at  intervals,  and  several  salutes  were  fired 
from  tne  miniature  frigate,  which  were  returned  by  heavy 
artillery  provided  for  the  purpose,  &c.  Several  speeches 


were  delivered,  and  a number  of  regular  toasts  drunk. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  nine  cheers  were  given  for 
the  “whigs  of  New  York,”  and  the  people  then,  in  pro- 
cession, escorted  the  delegates  from  that  city  to  their 
quarters,  and  dispersed  themselves  in  peace.  On  Wed- 
nesday a public  dinner  was  given  to  the  New  York  dele- 
gation, &c.  Among  those  who  addressed  the  meeting, 
was  Mr.  W.  J.  Duane. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  a great  meeting  of  the  peo- 
ple, certainly  the  largest  that  ever  assembled  in  Balti- 
more on  any  like  occasion,*  was  hehl  in  Alonumtnt 
Square,  to  adopt  certain  pi-oceedings  with  a view  of  ex- 
pressing the  opinions  of  the  citizens  on  the  late  protest  of 
the  president  of  the  United  Slates.  That  venerable  sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  and  much  valued  and  long  useful 
citizen,  gen.  William  J\lcl)onald,  presided,  assisted  by 
many  vice  presidents,  &c.  The  multitude  was  addressed 
by  John  P.  Kennedy,  Charles  C.  Harper,  Joshua  Jones 
and  John  V.  L.  JVLcJVlahon , esqs.  and  it  is  not  a little  re- 
markable, (though  purely  accidental,  as  we  are  inform- 
ed), that  each  of  those  gentlemen,  in  times  not  long  past, 
were  among  the  most  zealous  and  distinguished  support- 
ers of  the  present  president  of  the  United  States.  A se- 
ries of  resolutions  Avas  passed,  repudiating  the  doctrines 
of  the  protest  and  sustaining  the  senate,  and  others  for 
the  formation  of  a “state  whig  society,”  &c.  But  all 
that  we  can  do  is  to  mention  such  proceedings.  If  our 
whole  sheet  was  given  up  to  the  insertion  of  like  doing.s, 
it  would  contain  only  a small  portion  of  them.' 

We  regret  to  add,  that  some  violent  actions  were 
had,  with  an  evident  design  to  disturb  or  break  up  the 
meeting,  by  persons  who  had  not  been  invited  to  attend 
it — but  they  were  resisted  and  put  down.  Surely,  every 
sect  or  party,  religious  or  political,  may  assemble  toge- 
ther, for  the  better  support  or  further  extension  of  their 
own  particular  opinions — and,  if  persons  holding  differ- 
ent opinions  attend,  uninvited,  every  principle  of  com- 
mon sense,  and  of  respect  for  themselves,  should  induce 
tliem  to  remain  peaceable.  Without  the  exercise  of  such 
mutual  regard,  our  churches,  as  well  as  primary  assem- 
blies of  the  people,  must  be  rendered  places  for  battle— 
for  neither  party  ought  or  will  submit  to  such  interfer- 
ences, In  the  perfect  freedom  which  all  are  entitled  to 
enjoy,  there  is  the  best  motive  of  the  human  heart  to  pro- 
tect that  freedom  in  others,  that  it  may  be  safe  for  them- 
selves. As  decency  begets  a respect  for  decency,  so  does 
violence  beget  a spirit  of  violence,  and  the  end  is  anarchy 
unrestrained. 

Salutes  of  one  hundred  guns  are  much  in  fashion,  in 
tlie  eastern  states,  and  several  have  been  fired  on  account 
of  the  result  of  the  New  York  election,  at  difterent  places 
— ^}^et  we  should  not  have  mentioned  them,  now,  perhaps, 
but  for  the  following  incidents: 

When  the  deposites  w ere  removed  from  the  office  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  the 
“democrats”  fired  a salute  of  one  hundred  guns — and 
when  the  news  of  the  New  York  election  reached  that 
city,  the  “whigs”  fired  a salute  of  one  hundred  guns.  So 
far  the  account  was  fairly  balanced!  But  in  the  evening 
of  the  day  of  the  latter  occurrence,  the  “democrats”  made 
a great  fire  of  tar-barrels,  and  burnt  certain  effigies  Avhich 
were  called  Webster,  Clay,  &c.  and  then  the  mob  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  the  United  States  bank,  and  tore  off  the 
sign,  eagle,  &c.  and  burnt  them,  likewise!  Some  of  the 
rioters  were  armed,  and  they  drove  off  the  peace-officers 
and  kept-it-up  all  night.  The  end  is  not  in  these  pro- 
ceedings. 

Talking  about  riots,  there  Avas  a pretty  fair  specimen 
of  one  in  Baltimore,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  in  South 
street.  Some  young  “whigs”  had  met  to  form  a milita- 
ry association,  and  were  attacked  by  the  “democrats” — 
hut  the  mayor  and  his  jiosse  interfered,  and  not  much 
harm  Avas  done.  If  it  is  in  this  manner  that  political 
questions  are  to  be  settled — we  may  well  tremble  for  our 
country,  though  resolved  to  meet  the  dreadful  state  of 
things  imposed  on  a peaceable  population.  Those  who 
concoct  such  things  have  much  to  answer  for,  and  should 

*About  ten  thousand,  (according  to  measnreincnts  of  the 
ground),  including,  of  course,  all  strangers,  as  well  as  some 
persons  unfrienefly  to  the  call  of  the  meeting,  &c. 
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be  held  directly  responsible,  when  dragged  forth  from 
their  concealments — responsible  to  public  opinion,  to  the 
laxo,  or  the  operation  of  such  force  as  they  had  prepared 
the  action  of  on  other  persons. 

The  ardency  of  the  public  feeling  hourly  increases — ■ 
and  its  influence  is  extending  w ith  accelerated  force  over 
all  parts  of  the  country.  The  result  of  the  J\Texo  York 
election,  with  the  now  relied  on  issue  in  Virginia,  have 
given  fresh  courage  to  one  party,  and  even  increased  the 
zeal  of  the  other,  whose  strength  is  said  to  "be  weaken- 
ing—but  tliese  are  matters  in  wliich  we  do  not  interfere. 
It  may  be  observed,  also,  that  the  “anti-Jackson”  party 
are  generally  assuming  the  appellation  of“whigs” — to 
this  no  objection  ought  to  be  made,  seeing  that  the  “Jack- 
son”  party  exclusively  assumed  to  itself  the  “democra- 
tic” name;  but  we  think  it  unjust,  and  surely  inexpedient, 
for  tlie  first  to  apply  the  term  “lories”  to  their  opponents, 
though  the  other  side  has  freely  used  that  of  “federalists” 
in  the  -way  of  reproach.*  “Every  good  rule  works  both 
ways.”  And,  w’hatever  maybe  the  secret  purposes  or 
private  motives  of  individuals  prominent  in  tlie  fields  of 
political  controversy,  the  great  body  of  the  intelligent 
members  of  every  party  must  needs  be  honest,  and  ought 
to  be  so  regarded.  The  present  chief  causes  which  agi- 
tate the  public  mind  we  do  not  think,  however,  should 
be  considered  as  mere  party  questions.  They  involve  a 
condition  of  things  infinitely  more  important  than  the 
upholding  of  this  man,  or  putting  down  of  that — and  new 
principles  of  action  are  pressing  themselves  on  the  pub- 
lic attention,  in  the  wreck  of  confidence,  derangement 
and  loss  of  business,  and  alarming  deficiency  of  employ- 
ment for  laboring  persons,  the  effect  of  which  no  man 
can  yet  at  all  appreciate;  and  there  is  a degree  of  fever- 
ishness among  the  people  on  these,  and  other  accounts, 
that  indicates  a still  much  worse  state  of  things,  iSIode- 
ratiou,  w'ith  firmness,  and  proper  degrees  of  bearing  and 
forbearing,  may  relieve  present  prospects,  and  restore 
the  nation  to  the  peaceful  and  prosperous  state  which  we 
lately  enjoyed. 

The  “Globe”  of  Tuesday'  last  makes  certain  “hits”  at 
me — whicli,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  official'''  paper, 

I shall  briefly  notice. 

The  short  article  in  the  last  Register  is  quoted,  which 
begins  thus: 

“ft  is  quite  plain,  we  think,  that  a great  crisis  in  the  history 
of  our  country  is  rapidly  approaching,  and,  perhaps,  is  closer  at 
hand  than  is  generally  apprehended.  Things  cannot  remain  and 
standstill — as  they  are.  There  must  be  a forward  or  retrograde 
movement!  The  usual  political  questions  of  parties  are  merg- 
ing into  personally  interesting,  or  yet  loftier  considerations,” 
&c. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  publisher  of  certain  ano- 
nymousl)'-murdering-/ef?ers  should  have  discovered  con- 
templated breaches  of  the  peace,  in  this  article!  The 
“official”  editor  knows  no  more  of  my  principles  and 
practices,  than  he  does  of  my  birth  place,  to  be  noticed 
below.  I never,  in  my  whole  life.  Counselled  or  know- 
ingly excited  or  aided,  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  a 
breach  of  the  public  peace,  nor  encouraged  partizans  to 
do  what  I myself  was  unwilling  orashamed  to  do.  My  edu- 
cation, habits  and  poor  capabilities,  have  confined  me 
as  well  to  defensive  propositions  as  defensive  proceed- 
ings. The  matters  suggested  had  relation  only,  and  ex- 
clusively, to  the  growing  pressure  on  the  money  m.arket, 
and  want  of  employment  for  laboring  men.  I had  just 
been  informed  that  several  heavy  failures  were  feared, 
and  of  large  amounts  of  working  people  about  to  be  dis- 
charged. The  first  has  not  yet  happened,  and  I wish 
that  it  may  not;  but  the  latter  is  in  powerful  operation, 
in  this  city  and  its  vicinity.  I did  apprehend,  however, 
that  the  people,  rendered  “mad”  by  the  want  of  subsist- 
ence or  a waste  of  means,  might  commit  acts  of  violence 
on  persons  and  property,  and  so  lead  on  to  unhappy,  but 
at  the  same  time  unpremeditated,  events.  I do  seriously 
apprehend  this.  The  want  of  employment  has  prepared 
many  tor  a high  state  of  political  excitement,  and  action. 

In  the  same  number  of  the  Register  it  is  said  that  I 
“complimented”  Mr.  JVlcDuffie,  in  simply  stating  the 
fact,  that  he  and  others  had  been  received  with  “flatter- 


‘Thoiigh  a name  in  which  several  of  those  who  stand  nearest 
the  president  have  gloried! 


ing  attentions”  at  [Philadelphia.  I paid  no  other  “com- 
pliment” than  this.  Was  it  not  so? 

'I'he  “Globe”  next  makes  some  extracts  from  a speech 
of  Mr.  JMcIJitffic,  in  which  he  quoted  a few  sentences 
from  the  Register. 

That  proceeding  was  promptly  met  at  the  time' — and 
it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  recur  to  it  now. 

But — wmdd  it  have  been  sinful  to  have  complimented 
Mr.  McDuffie?  Are  hard  w ords,  used  in  the  heat  of 
discussions,  to  remain  as  perpetual  barriers  between  indi- 
viduals, and  on  all  subjects?  If  so — what  would  be  the 
relation  between  president  .Jackson,  and  my  old  brother 
editor,  Mr.  Ritchie?  I have  often  heard  the  personal 
opinions  of  the  former  concerning  the  latter — and  eveiy 
body  has  seen  the  prophecies  of  Mr.  R.  as  to  gen.  Jack- 
son’s election  to  the  presidency.  And  how  would  it  be 
with  nearly  every  person  who  now  is  regarded  as  of  the 
most  faithful  and  familiar  friends  of  the  president?  It  is 
the  fashion  of  the  “organized  press”  of  the  present  day, 
to  call  every  man  an  “apostate,”  “turncoat,”  &c.  'if 
changing  his  political  opinions  against  the  policy  which 
the  president  is  jileased  to  prescribe — but  the  “organiz- 
ed” should  recollect  that  changes  to  their  side  are  as -well 
the  acts  of  apostates  and  turncoats!  Thus,  if  a person 
leaves  one  religious  society  and  joins  himself  to  another, 
his  old  associates  may  consider  him  a renegade,  but  the 
other  respects  him  as  a The  difference  between 

revolution  and  rebellion  is  oidy  in  the  success,  or  want  of 
success,  as  may  happen — and 

“Treason  has  never  prospered— what’s  the  reason.^ 
Why— when  it  prospers  none  do  call  it  treason!” 

And  it  is  possible,  also,  that  we  may  hale  nidlification 
less  than  consoh datio7i. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  “Globe”  concludes  thus, 
speaking  of  the  editor  of  the  Register — 

“Thank  God  he  is  not  an  American  by  birth.  He  has  not  the 
heart  of  an  American.” 

Finis  coronat  opus!  As  to  the  land  of  my  nativity— 
my  paternal  grandfather,  as  I have  always  understood 
was  born  either  at  “Upland”  or  Philadelphia— mv  father 
at  Philadelphia— myself  near  the  banks  of  the  Brandy- 
wine, and  a few  days  after  my  mother  had  narrowly  es- 
caped with  her  life  from  the  bayonet  of  a British  soldier, 
who  bravely  attacked  her,  just  previous  to  the  battle.  My 
father’s  brother  (also  born  in  Philadelphia),  died  not 
long  ago  in  that  city  of  extreme  old  age;  and  it  is  now 
one  hundred  years  since  the  time  of  his  birth.  My  mo- 
ther was  born  at  AVilmington,  Del.  about  eighty-five  years 
ago,  and  was  of  the  family  of  the  Ways,  distinguished 
among  the  companions,  disciples,  or  followers  of  William 
Penn. 

Ot  my  “heart”  I shall  say  nothing — except  to  thank 
heaven  that  such  persons  as*  tlie  edUor  of  the  “Globe” 
have  no  part  in,  or  influence  over  it. 


The  following  queer  paragraph  appears  in  the  Phila- 
delphia “Sentinel”— the  “bv  authority”  paper— 

We  iiiulersiaiKl,  ihal  there  will  be  no  election  for  a member 
of  congress  in  tlie  room  of  Mr.  Xaurence,  the  newly  elected 
mayor  of  New  1 oik,  until  November  next.  By  that  time,  there 
IS  re.-ison  to  hope,  that  the  extraorrlinary  political  excitement, 
which  now  prevails  in  our  sister  city,  will  have  subsided,  and 
the  selection  of  a suitable  successor  be  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately made.  * 

This  idea  must  have  been  matured  in  the  same  shop 
in  which  the  notion  was  entertained  of  postponing  the 
charter  election  of  Albany,  until  a more  “convenient 
season.” 


of  the  senate  of  the 

United  States,  says — 

“The  democrats  never  heartily  sanctioned  it,  and  now,  hav- 
ing  the  power,  should  amend  or  get  rid  of  it  once  and  forever!" 

And  then  cautions  the  senate  against  refusing  to  pass 
the  appropriation  bills,  adding — 

“Let  them,  if  they  dare,  and  hasten  the  bursting  of  the  storm 
which  IS  already  lovyering  above  their  heads.  They  have  yet 
to  learn  to  what  an  indignant  people  may  be  aroused. 

We  hope  that  the  sedate  and  peace-loving  editor  of 
the  “Globe,”  will  take  the  editor  of  the  “Pennsylva- 
nian” in  charge — lecture  him  soundly,  and  tell  us  from 
'whence  he  came,  and  -when,  and  -who  he  is. 

Our  old  friend  of  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  is  thrown 
upon  two  horns  of  a dilemma  by  the  president’s  pr6- 
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test,  and  is  in  the  same  “fix”  that  the  proclamation  plac- 
ed him  in — that  of  being  compelled  to  argue  'on  both 
sides.  If  we  had  room,  w6  should  give  his  essay  of 
Tuesday  last,  for  it  is,  indeed,  u funny  one.  Wlien  his 
rudder  escapes  Sey  11a,  the  prow  is  in  danger  of  Charyb- 
dis}  anil  there  is  no  “middle  way”  of  safety  unless  in 
the  craft  of  the  ink-Jish,  M’hich  sometimes  conceals  it- 
self, and  escapes,  by  blackening  the  space  that  it  holds 
in  the  sea. 

John  H.  Eaton  has  been  appointed  by  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate, to  be  governor  of  the  territory  of  Florida,  to  suc- 
ceed governor  JDnval,  whose  term  of  service  has  expir- 
ed. The  nomination,  made  to  the  senate  some  days  ago, 
was  confirmed  yesterday.  Int.  ^p.  25. 

Rhope  Island.  Mr.  Francis,  being  supported  by  the 
anti-masonic  and  administration  parties,  has  been  re- 
elected governor  of  this  state,  by  a majority  of  about  125 
or  150  votes.  Last  year  his  majority  was  749.  The  po- 
litical character  of  the  legislature  is  disputed. 

CoNNFXTicuT.  Contrary  to  first  reports,  it  appears 
that,  by  the  division  of  the  votes  between  Mree  parties, 
Mr.  Foot  has  not  been  elected  governor,  by  the  majori- 
ty required.  He  wants  from  40  to  60  votes.  So  the 
choice  devolves  on  the  legislature. 

New  York,  (city),  election.  The  following  is  pub- 
lished as  shewing  tl»e  official  returns  of  votes,  at  the  late 
election: 

Mayor.  •dldermen,  <S‘c. 


Wards. 

Yerplanck, 

Lawrence, 

Whigs. 

Tammany. 

1 

1,516 

583 

1,469 

572 

2 

1,134 

531 

1,117 

510 

3 

1,224 

684 

1,221 

665 

4 

1,317 

1.093 

1,239 

1,147 

5 

1,303 

1,175 

1,266 

1,191 

6 

790 

1,103 

825 

1,033 

7 

1,418 

1,600 

1,484 

1,483 

8 

1,841 

1,769 

1,820 

1,725 

9 

1,201 

1,453 

1,239 

1,378 

10 

1,244 

1,.588 

1,282 

1,550 

11 

1,128 

1,959 

1,072 

1,974 

12 

506 

950 

636 

830 

13 

885 

1,346 

891 

1,307 

14 

973 

1,120 

951 

1,083 

15 

914 

614 

903 

614 

arsenal  thirty  miles  off  would  be  as  valuable  and  convenient  as 
one  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  He  trusted  that  extended  remarks 
were  not  necessary  on  this  subject.  It  must  force  itself  on  the 
judgment  of  every  member  of  the  house,  that  it  was  unsafe  to 
place  arms  and  ammunition  where  they  might  be  seized  by  a 
mob  under  any  pretext  which  they  might  choose  to  assign  at  a 
moment  of  excitement.  It  was  owing  to  a merciful  interposi- 
tion of  Providence  in  assuaging  the  passions  of  a multitute, 
that  the  city  of  New  York,  was  not  very  recently  the  theatre  of 
a scene  of  slaughter  that  would  have  disgraced  this  country 
forever.  He  hoped  that  another  opportunity  would  not  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  by  vvilhout  guarding  against  the  recurrence  of  such 
a calamity  in  future. 

Mr- Myers  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  reference,  as  it 
proposed  simply  an  inquiry.  He  conceived  it  to  be  a libel  on 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  to  say  that  they  were  not  to  be  trust- 
ed with  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The 
great  mass  of  the  people  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  the  few  excited  persons  who  recently  broke  into  the 
arsenal.  8uch  scenes  as  the  gentleman  had  referred  to,  were 
uncommon,  and  peculiarly  so,  considering  the  very  great  num- 
ber of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Still  he  could  not  object  to 
an  inquiry,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  having  a report  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

New  Jersey.  The  local  elections  in  this  state,  as  re- 
ferred to  by  Messrs.  Frelinghvysen  and  Southard,  in  the 
senate,  are  said  to  shew  a great  revolution  in  publio 
opinion. 

Pennsylvania.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed unanimously  in  the  legislature  of  this  state: 

Whereas,  an  application  is  now  pending  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  for  tire  repeal  or  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  Nova  Scotia  and  Liverpool  coal;  therefore. 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  &c. 
That  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal  would  be  against  the  best  policy  of 
the  country,  aird  particularly  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  if  any  alteration  be 
made  in  tire  tarift’  of  duties  upon  these  articles,  it  should 
be  rather  increased  than  diminislied. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
a copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each  of  our  senators 
and  representatives  in  congress,  as  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  the  legislature  of  Pennsyivania. 

QC|-So  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  two  years  ago, 
passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  bank  of 
the  United  States! 


17,394  17,575  17,314 

17,394  17,062 


17,062 


Tammany  majority,  181  252  average  whig  maj. 

[The  vote  at  the  electoral  election  of  1832  was — ^Jack- 
son  18,020,  anti- Jackson  12,506.] 


New  York.  House  of  assembly,  Jipril  19.  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort  reported  in  favor  of  the  bill  from  the  assembly 
relating  to  the  city  of  Albany. 

Mr.  Livingston  moved  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  attorney 
general  for  his  opinion  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality 
of  that  section  which  authorises  some  officers  of  the  city 
of  Albany  to  hold  their  places  for  six  months  after  the 
time  for  which  they  have  been  elected  by  the  people 
shall  have  expired.  His  present  opinion  was,  that  if  they 
could  be  legislated  into  office  for  six  months,  they  might 
be  so  continued  in  office  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  attorney  genex*al  was  adopt- 
ed. 


Virginia.  The  “National  Intelligencer”  gives  what 
it  calls  a corrected  table  of  the  return  of  members  of  the 
house  of  delegates,  so  far  as  received — and  shews  that  25 
administration  and  39  “opposition”  members  have  been 
chosen.  The  whole  number  is  134.  It  is  said — of  those 
who  yet  remain  to  be  heard  from,  that  a decided  ma- 
jority is  anticipated  in  opposition  to  the  recent  measures 
of  the  administration. 

[Wg  have  some  further  accounts  from  Virginia.  Several 
more  counties  are  reported  against  the  administration,  two  of 
which  are  changes.  Even  Culpeper,  the  late  “brag”  county  of 
Mr.  Ritchie,  is  against  him — 375  to  359.  Mr.  R.  expef-  ed,  at 
least,  500  votes  in  this  county,  and  said  that  Mr.  Hill,  (the  un- 
successful candidate),  was  the  “very  strongest  man”  in  it. 
But  the  “protest”  arrived  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  cap- 
sized all  calculations  that  had  been  made  on  Culpeper.  It  ia 
the  opinion  of  well  informed  men,  that,  if  the  protest  had  been 
published  and  spread  through  the  state  before  the  elections 
commenced,  the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  the  next  house 
of  delegates,  would  have  been  “like  angels’  visits— few  and  far 
between.”] 


[It  is  said  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  continue  cer- 
tain persons  in  office,  to  avoid  a popular  election,  at  the 
present  time — the  period  fixed  in  the  charter  for  choos- 
ing them  being  close  at  hand.] 

On  another  day,  in  the  assembly — 

Mr.  Humphrey  offered  a resolution  directing  the  committee 
on  the  militia  and  the  public  defence  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  state  arsenal  from  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  selling  the  lot  on  which  it  is  situated. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  recent  events  had  demonstrated  that  the 
arsenal  situated  as  it  was  in  the  centre  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
was  not  a safe  depository  of  the  public  arms  and  ammunition. 
It  was  evident  that  at  any  time  an  excited  mob  might  get  pos- 
session of  the  arsenal  and  turn  the  arms  intended  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  whole  against  one  portion  of  our  citizens.  There 
was  no  object  of  public  utility  to  be  answered  by  retaining  them 
where  they  were.  For  all  purposes  of  supplying  the  militia,  an 


BANKS — CURRENCY — AND  THE  TIME.S. 

The  very  respectable  directors  of  the  bank  of  Potomac,  and 
Farmers  bank  of  Alexandria,  have  given  notice,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  that  they  jointly  and  severally  have  bound 
themselves,  and  their  heirs,  &c.  to  guaranty  the  payment  of 
all  notes  issued  by  said  banks,  or  claims  against  them,  on  ac- 
count of  depositesor  otherwise — which  guaranty  extends  to  the 
period  for  which  they  have  been  elected.  This  proceeding  will 
do  much  to  quiet  the  public  mind  concerning  these  banks. 

A similar  guaranty  has  been  made  and  proclaimed  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  at  Leesburg. 

The  following  shews  the  state  of  the  currency,  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  on  the  12th  instant — 

United  States  bank  note.s,  wherever  payable — par;  bank  of 
Kentucky  and  Commonwealth  hank  15  per  cent.  dis.  Tennes- 
see, best  2^  dis.  others  5 dis.  Ohio,  notes  of  many  banks  not 
received— others  2J  dis.  Virginia,  all  the  banks,  2J  dis.  Mia- 
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Btgsippi,  all  Uie  banks,  10  dis.  Louisiana,  do.  5 per  cent.  dis. 
Pennsylvania — many  uncertain — Girard  bank  2|  dis.  Indiana, 
(one  bank),  2|  dis.  Michigan  2J  dis.  Alabama,  all  the  banks 
12  discount. 

The  Washington  Globe  lately  said  the  friends  of  the  consti- 
4ntion,  (meaning  the  friends  of  the  administration),  will  not 
compromise  with  their  consciences  and  oaths,  by  conjuring  up 
alternatives.  They  have  no  alternative,  but  to  go  resolutely 
against  a national  bank,  by  ichomsoever  proposed,  and  in  what- 
soever form.  This  is  plain  English. 

George  Brown,  esq.  having  resigned  the  office  of  president  of 
the  Mechanic’s  bank  of  Baltimore,  with  the  view  of  giving  his 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  house  of  Alexander  Brown  Sons, 
which  devolved  upon  him  by  the  death  of  his  father,  the  board 
of  directors  of  that  institution  have  unanimously  elected  John 
B.  Morris,  esq.  president  in  his  room,  and  passed  a well-deserv- 
ed and  highly  complimentary  resolution  concerning  Mr.  Brown. 

It  is  known  that  large  quantities  of  specie  have  lately  been 
imported  into  the  United  States.  Nearly  the  whole  of  it,  how- 
ever, it  appears,  belongs  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The 
Philadelphia  National  Gazette  of  Saturday  says— “We  under- 
stand that  there  has  arrived,  since  October  last,  at  the  ports  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  no  less  than  two  millions  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  bank,  and  that  six  hundred 
thousand  more  are  expected — making  an  aggregate  of  nearly 
three  millions;  so  that  the  bank  itself  is  the  real  introducer  of 
specie  in  those  ports.” 

On  the  19th  of  March,  1816,  Alexander  J.  Dallas,  then  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury,  in  a letter  to  congress,  on  the  national 
currency,  made  the  following  important  declaration,  founded 
upon  actual  practical  experience: 

“I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,”  says  Mr.  Dallas,  “without 
an  expression  of  some  solicitude  at  the  situation  of  the  treasu- 
ry. The  state  banks  have  ceased  to  afford  any  accommoda- 
tion for  the  transfer  of  its  funds.  The  revenue  is  paid  in  treasu- 
ry notes, where  treasury  notes  are  below  par;  and  the  public 
engagements  can  only  be  satisfactorily  discharged  in  treasury 
notes,  which  are  immediately  funded  at  7 per  cent.  &c.  Dis- 
content and  speculations  are  abroad;  and  all  the  estimates  of  the 
amount  of  the  funded  debt,  created  since  the  commencement  of 
the  late  war,  will  probably  fail,  unless  the  unsdom  of  congress 
shall  ejfectually  provide  for  the  restoration  of  a uniform  national 
currencii. 

Mr.  Dallas,  in  his  annual  treasury  report  to  congress,  on  the 
6th  of  December,  1815,  observes: 

“Of  the  services  rendered  to  the  government  by  some  of  the 
state  banks,  justice  requires  an  explicit  acknowledgment.  It  is 
a fact,  however,  incontestibly  proved,  that  those  institutions 
cannot  at  this  time  be  successfully  employed  to  furnish  a uni- 
form national  currency.  The  failure  of  an  attempt  to  a.ssocinte 
them  with  that  view  has  already  been  stated.  Another  at- 
tempt, by  their  agency  in  circulating  treasury  notes,  to  over- 
come the  inequalities  of  the  exchange,  has  only  been  partially 
successful,”  &c.  “The  truth  is,  that  the  charter  restrictions 
of  some  of  the  banks,  the  mutual  relations  and  dependence  of 
the  banks  of  the  same  state,  and  even  banks  of  different  states, 
and  the  duty  which  the  directors  of  eacli  bank  conceive  that 
they  owe  to  their  constituents,  upon  points  of  security  or  emo- 
lument, interpose  an  ins«pcra5/e  o6sfncZe  to  any  voluntary  ar- 
rangements, upon  national  considerations  alone,  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a national  medium  through  the  agency  of  the  state 
banks.” 

A great  deal  of  suffering  has  been  caused  in  Baltimore  on 
account  of  the  sudden  and  unreasonable  depression  of  the  cur 
rent  value  of  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Virginia — as  sound  and 
wholesome,  we  believe,  as  those  of  any  other  state.  A very 
large  part  of  our  common  circulation  was  in  these  notes.  Some 
were,  partially,  received  in  certain  of  our  banks,  and  the  rest 
used  for  the  discharge  of  debts  and  bills  not  payable  in  bank, 
and  fifties  of  thoiis.ands  of  dollars  in  them  changed  hands 
every  week,  being  turned  over  and  over  and  over  again.  The 
baker  and  the  butcher  and  the  grocer,  and  store- keeper  receiv- 
ed them  as  par  money,  and  so  they  were  paid  out  to  working 
people  of  every  description  as  a sonnd  currency,  wliich  might 
be  converted  into  hank  currency,  at  1 per  cent.  loss  only,  oV  a 
little  more.  But  few  of  these  notes  w'ere  sent  home  by  those 
who  dealt  in  them.  The  brokers  exchanged,  at  their  own 
counters,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  amounts  received  by  them; 
and  they  were  preferred,  at  a small  rate  of  discount,  by  those 
who  brought  in  Virginia  flour,  cattle,  &c.  But  when  the  high 
discount  of  5 or  even  10  per  cent,  was  demanded,  the  people 
fought  against  and  rejected  them,  and  their  circulation  was 
only  at  or/romthe  brokers’  offices;  and  the  bank  money  of  the 
brokers  was  soon  swallowed  up  in  purchases  of  them,  to  be 
relieved  only  by  time  and  expense  in  sending  them  home.  It 
is  not  easy  to  fix  a probable  amount  of  “Virginia  money”  cir- 
culating in  Baltimore  and  its  immediate  vicinity,  a month  ago — 
but  if  we  said  200,000  dollars,  we  think  that  it  would  he  below 
the  real  sum.  The  effect  of  the  sudden  retirement  of  such  a large 
amount  from  the  continually-moving  business  of  the  people, 
euperadded  to  th**  .•jeneral  want  of  currency,  may  be  easier  an- 
ticipated than  described. 

The  Williamsport  B.anner  states  “that  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company  have  resolved  to  issue  Its  own  notes  in 
payment  for  labor,  &c.  on  the  canal.  These  notes  will  be  re- 


deemed in  twelve  months,  with  interest  at  4 per  cent,  (by  the 
sale  of  the  stock  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  the  District  cor- 
porations) which  are  to  be  conveyed  to  (rustees  for  that  pur- 
pose. They  will  also  be  received  by  the  canal  company  in 
payment  of  all  debts  due  to  it,  and  likewise  for  lolls.  This 
measure  has  been  resorted  to  by  the  company  because  it  was 
found  impracticable,  under  the  existing  state  of  the  money 
market,  to  convert  the  stocks  it  held  into  money,  without  great 
loss.” 

VVe  have  reports  of  a pressure  on  the  money  market  at  New 
Orleans  that  are  too  extravagant  to  be  believed.  They  would 
imply  that  a season  of  almost  universal  bankruptcy  had  been 
arrived  at. 

Rates  of  discount,  &c.  on  bank  notes  at  Philadelphia,  April 
19 — broken  banks,  in  all  cases,  excepted.  Banks  of  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and 
Vermont,  H a 2 per  cent,  discount;  New  York  (city)  par  a 1 — 
country  2 a 4;  New  Jersey,  several  at  par — others  1 a 3;  Penn- 
sylvania, country  banks — several  at  par,  others  various,  from 
H to  5;  Delaware,  at  par  a 1;  Maryland — Baltimore  notes,  par 
a 1 — country  banks  3 a 5;  District  of  Columbia  5 a 10,  Virginia 
5 a 10— except  Wheeling  3 a 5;  North  Carolina  and  South  Ca- 
rolina 3 a 5;  Georgia  5 a 10;  Ohio  3 a 10;  Kentucky — Louisville 
4 a 6 — other  13  a 16;  Tennessee  4 a 6;  Alabama  7 a 12;  Missis- 
sippi 7 a 10;  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans,  5 a 8;  Michigan  3 a 5; 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Sic.  no  sales.  Canada  hanks  6 a 8.  These 
rates  are  charged  on  what  are  called  the  notes  of  “specie  pay- 
ing banks” — and  the  excessive  amount  of  them  shows  a great 
scarcity  of  money,  with  much  want  of  confidence;  for  surely, 
without  disparagement  to  the  Philadelphia  banks,  others  are 
equally  solvent,  and  as  able  to  meet  their  engagements. 

The  Globe  Bays— "We  learn  that  on  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th, 
11th  and  12th  of  this  month,  $1,292,135,  was  imported  into  one 
city  north  of  us.  This  shows  how  readily  our  commerce  may 
supply  specie  currency  for  general  circulation.” 

But  the  Journal  of  Commerce  remarks — “A  man  may  die 
readi/y  after  being  beaten  until  his  senses  are  benumbed.  And 
it  is  with  such  a readily  that  specie  is  now  importing.  It  Is  ilio 
consequence  of  an  agony  in  the  money  market,  which  forced 
down  the  price  of  exchange  lower  than  it  had  been  for  twenty 
years,  which  stopped  importation,  and  indeed,  suspended  ail 
business.  We  beg  to  be  delivered  from  these  ready  operations.” 

And  we  add— the  money  chiefly,  if  not  in  its  whole  amount, 
belongs  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  who  is  arming  herself 
for  yet  worse  times,  or  preparing  to  make  a large  profit  on  the. 
sale  of  specie,  when  commerce,  in  better  times,  shall  require  the 
use  of  it.  Specie  is  under  par,  from  the  want  of  means  to  pur 
chase  it! — that  is,  because  of  the  low  price  of  commodities  and 
labor  in  the  United  States,  or  the  surplus  of  both. 

The  Girard  bank,  Philadelphia,  will  cease  to  receive  the  pub- 
lic deposites  on  the  1st  of  July,  ensuing. 

It  is  officially  announced  that  the  Farmers’  bank  of  Catahoo- 
chee,  at  Columbu.s,  Georgia,  has  failed. 

The  “bank  of  Salisbury,”  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland, 
has  failed. 

Last  week’s  list  of  applications  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent 
laws  contain  16  namos— one  of  which  is  from  a colored  man 
and  two  from  Baltimore  county,  leaving  13  for  the  city.  We 
can  identify  only  three  persons  on  this  list;  but  the  names  of 
three  of  them  are  found  on  the  “no  pressure”  memorial  from 
Baltimore. 

TW”ENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

April  18.  The  chair  communicated  certain  resolutions  of  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject  of  a ge- 
neral standard  of  weights  and  measures;  which  was  read  and 
referred. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Md.  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of 
Prince  George’s  county,  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posites, which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

[Mr.  Kent,  on  this  occasion,  pronounced  a long  and  able 
speech,  w’hich  would  be  gladly  made  room  for— in  times  less 
busy  than  the  present.] 

Mr.  Wright  presented  five  memorials  from  citizens  of  the 
towns  of  Pittsford  and  Seneca  Falls,  and  the  counties  of  Rock-^ 
land  and  Rensselaer,  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites, which  were  referred,  &.c. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  not  to  receive  the  mes- 
sage of  the  president  of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  28th  ult ; when 

Mr.  Leigh  addre.'sed  the  senate  for  about  two  hours.  He  had 
(in  reply  to  iVIr.  King,  of  Alabama,  who  had  claimed  for  the 
president  the  merit  of  adjusting  the  tariffquestion),  just  paid  an 
incidental  compliment  to  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Letcher  for  the 
agency  they  had  in  adjusting  the  tariffquestion  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, when  he  was  interrupted  by  loud  plaudits  in  the  gallery. 

The  chair  suspended  the  discussion,  and  ordered  the  galleries 
to  be  cleared. 

While  the  sergeant-at-arms  was  in  the  act  of  clearing  the  gal- 
leries the  noise  was  repeated;  whereupon 

Mr.  Benton  moved  that  the  persons  who  were  disturbing  the 
senate  should  be  taken  into  custody. 

Mr.  3foorc  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  motion,  considering 
it  utterly  impracticable.  The  galleries  were  clearing  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  vote  for  the  motion. 
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Mr.  Clayton  said,  Uiat  he  regretted  the  motion  had  been 
made;  but  since  it  had  been,  he  would  vote  against  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Missouri  placed  it  on  the  ground  of  a contempt 
of  the  senate— he  din  not  vi«w  it  in  tliat  light;  but  as  an  indis- 
creet expres.sion  of  public  opinion;  he  would  not  consent  that 
the  senate  should  array  itself  against  the  people. 

Mr.  Benton  would  not  be  inisunder.'^iood.  He  did  not  move 
to  lake  into  custody  those  who,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  ap- 
plauded the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  senator  from  Virginia, 
but  those  who,  long  after  that  gentleman  had  taken  his  seat, 
continued  to  outrage  and  insult  the  senate. 

Motions  were  successively  made  to  adjourn,  and  to  lay  Mr. 
Benton’s  motion  on  the  table,  which  were  respectively  declared 
out  of  order  by  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Calkoun,  Poindexter,  Ewing  and  Bihh,  severally  op- 
posed the  order  on  the  ground  of  its  impracticability,  its  uncon- 
stitulionality,  inasmuch  as  any  such  order  would  be  a general 
warrant  of  arrest,  which  could  not  be  legally  issued,  as  all  war- 
rants emanating  from  the  senate,  to  be  within  the  pale  of  its 
constitutional  power,  must  designate  the  person  and  the  offence 
committed.  A general  warrant  could  not  be  issued  in  any  free 
country.  The  interruption  in  the  galleries  was  regretted  and 
condemned;  and,  while  the  power  of  the  senate  to  protect  its 
own  deliberations  was  fully  maintained,  the  idea  of  carrying  it 
to  excess  was  as  freely  rejected. 

Mr.  Benton  hoped  that  those  who  heard  him  and  those  who 
were  taking  notes,  would  not  represent  him  as  making  a motion 
for  a general  order  of  arrest.  He  then  withdrew  his  motion,  as- 
signing as  his  reason  that  the  people  were  all  gone. 

Mr.  Leigh  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  when 
Mr.  Ewing  obtained  the  floor,  but  forbearing  to  proceed  at  so 
late  an  hour,  yielded  the  floor  for  the  present:  and 
Mr.  Wilkins  then  moved  the  senate  to  proceed  to  executive 
>business. 

Mr.  Clayton  opposed  the  motion  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not 
become  the  senate  to  transact  any  other  executive  business  un 
til  the  present  debate  was  terminated,  and  the  communication 
of  the  president  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Wilkins  explained,  that  his  only  reason  was  to  consider 
a treaty  which  would  require  ratification  in  a few  days,  and 
then  withdrew  his  motion;  wlien  the  senate  adjourned  until 
Monday. 

^pril'21.  A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  explanatory  of  some  of  the  expressions  and  ar- 
gnments  contained  in  his  message  and  protest,  communicated 
last  week,  which  was  read.  [This  message  will  be  found  in  a 
subsequent  page].  It  gave  rise  to  an  animated  debate,  in  a dis- 
cussion-growing out  of  the  original  message,  and  this  amend- 
ment to  it.  Mr.  Poindexter  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  make 
the  same  motion  in  regard  to  tiiis,  that  he  had  made  relative  to 
the  original  message;  he  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table,  and 
would  send  to  the  chair  the  following  resolutions  which  he 
<rftefed  as  a modification  of  his  original  motion,  that  the  paper 
be  not  received,  and  which  he  moved  to  print. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  traiismilting  the  paper 
which  he  did  to  the  senate,  on  the  17th  instant,  which  he  re- 
qnesded  to  be  placed  on  its  journals,  as  an  executive  protest, 
against  a resolution  passed  by  the  senate,  made  a communica- 
tion not  authorised  by  the  constitution,  nor  warranted  by  that 
mutual  Interchange  of  communications  which  the  discliarge  of 
official  duties  render  necessary  and  proj>er  between  the  legisla- 
tive departments  of  the  government. 

‘■'•Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  flie  paper  above  referred 
to,  assumes  powers  in  relation  to  the  senate  not  authorised  by 
the  constitution,  and  calculated,  in  its  consequences,  to  destroy 
that  harmony  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  co  ordinate 
departments  of  the  general  government;  to  interfere  with  the 
senate  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties;  to  degrade  it  in  the  public 
opinion;  and  finally,  to  destroy  its  independence,  by  subjecting 
its  rights  and  duties  to  the  determination  and  control  of  the 
chief  magistrate. 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  a paper  of  such  a 
character,  with  the  declarations  that  accompanied  it,  is  a plain, 
an  open  breach  of  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
■enate,  and  that  it  cannot  be  received  by  the  body,  without  a 
surrender  of  the  just  powers  confided  to  it  by  the  constitution, 
linirust,  to  secure  the  liberty,  and  promote  the  prosperity  of 
:these  states,  and  which  the  members  are  bound  to  maintain 
under  the  sacred  obligations  of  an  oath. 

^'■Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  paper  be  not  received  by  the 
senate.” 

A debate  of  some  length  then  ensued,  upon  the  supplemental 
tmessnge  of  the  president,  and  7*fr.  Poindexter’s  motion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Preston,  Forsyth,  Ewing,  Poindexter,  Clayton, 
'Webster  and  Clay  participated. 

The  supplemental  message  was  then  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the  day,  being  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  that  the  president’s  protest  be  not 
received,  as  modified  by  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  E’ving  took  the  floor  and  spoke  at  length  in  support  of 
the  motion,  and  the  resolutions,  and  when  he  concluded, 

Mr.  Kane  rose  to  speak  to  the  question,  but  cave  way  to 
Mr.  Wilkins,  who  moved  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Forsyth  b‘a\A,  before  the  senator  from  Illinois  proceeded, 
'fie  wished  to  make  a motion  by  way  of  amendment,  and  ac- 
•cordingly  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions,  after  the 


words  “passed  by  the  senate,’^  in  the  first  resolution,  to  insert 
the  protest  at  length,  and  also  the  supplemental  message. 

Mr.  Lcig^asked  whether  he  was  to  undert-tand  that  the  mere 
motion  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  would  have  the  effect 
of  spreading  the  protest  on  ihe  journal. 

The  presiding  officer,  (IVIr.  King,  of  Ala.)  replied  that  it 
would. 

Mr.  then  objected  to  the  motion  as  being  out  of  order, 
inasmuch  as  it  went  to  defeat  the  very  intention  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  thought  it  a very  novel  case.  The  object  of  all 
rules  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the  body,  and  the 
very  point  under  debate  was  whether  the  paper  should  go  on 
the  journals.  He,  therefore,  submitted  whether  the  main  ob- 
ject could  thus  be  defeated  by  a side  movement. 

Mr.  Forsyth  desired  to  incorporate  the  true  character  of  the 
message  in  ihe  resolutions,  in  order  that  both  might  be  present- 
ed together. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  insisted  that  Mr.  Forsyth’s  motion  be  re- 
duced to  writing  in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

Some  conversation  then  took  place  between  Mr.  Clayton, 
Mr.  Cto/,  and  the  secretary,  about  certain  alterations  alleged 
to  have  been  made  in  the  protest  after  it  had  been  presented  to 
the  senate— the  printed  copy  not  being  identical  with  the  manu- 
script message. 

The  secretary  being  called  on  to  explain  that  matter,  stated 
that  the  private  secretary  of  the  president,  Mr.  Donelson,  call- 
ed on  him  the  day  following  Ihe  presentation  of  the  me.ssage, 
and  desired  to  make  a few  verbal  corrections  of  errors,  which 
exi.sted  in  the  message.  But  the  secretary  believing  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  allow  any,  the  least  alteration  to  be  made 
in  the  paper,  told  Mr.  Donel.son  so,  who  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  answer.  The  secretary  afterwards  made  pencil  marks 
of  the  corrections  suggested  by  Mr.  Donelson,  above  the  words 
in  the  manuscript  proposed  to  be  struck  out,  which  now  ap- 
pear on  the  paper, 

Mr.  Uorst/ZA  then  sent  to  the  chair  the  original  paper,  as  hist 
motion  reduced  to  writinc,  in  accordance  with  the  requisition 
ot  Mr.  Calhoun  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Poindexter  and  Mr.  Calhoun  then  objected  that  the 
document  itself  could  not  be  so  used— that  it  was  out  of  order. 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

Mr.  approved  of  the  appeal.  Ifthe  motion  was  re- 

jected, the  gentleman  from  Georgia  might  put  the  document  in 
his  pocket,, and  move  off  with  it.  It  was  our  own  document, 
not  that  he  had  any  particular  desire  to  have  it,  but  he  would 
rather  have  it  in  our  own  power.  The  gentleman  had  no  right 
to  Ihe  document  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Preston  said,  it  was  remarkable  how  gentlemen  contrived 
to  make  one  document  perform  so  many  offices.  One  day  it 
was  a protest — another  an  answer.  And  while  in  discussion 
here,  it  assumes  another  shape  by  the  interposition  of  the  pri- 
vate secretary  of  the  president,  and  now  it  is  an  amendment  to 
a resohuiori. 

Mr.  Crt/Aown  said  he  would  not  hesitate  to  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection, if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion, and  send  the  paper  back  where  it  came  from. 

Mr.  Forsyth  .said  he  might  suppose  from  the  manner  in  which 
his  morion  had  been  treated, that  gentleman  intended  to  deprive 
him  of  his  right  to  have  his  proposed  amendment  on  the  jour- 
nals. The  rules  of  the  senate  did  not  require  him  to  have  his 
motion  written  out  expressly  for  the  purpose;  for  if  he  should 
be  required  to  copy  the  message,  it  would  take  him  several 
hours,  and  the  time  for  offering  it  would  pass  away.  The  gen- 
tlemen were  to  use  it  as  a means  of  invective  against  the  presi- 
dent, and  he  (Mr.  F.)  was  not  to  be  permitted  to  use  it  in  his  de- 
fence. As  respects  the  alleged  alterations,  he  would  say,  that 
the  paper  was  the  president’.?  till  it  was  received  by  the  senate, 
and  he  had  a right  to  alter  it  till  it  was  received  by  the  senate. 
And  what  were  the  alteration.?.?  Was  there  any  attempt  at 
fraud  or  covertly  effecting  them?  Tiie  president  did  not  desire, 
nor  was  he  inclined  to  shrink  from  any  thing  that  he  had  ever 
said  or  done,  either  here  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Frelinghuyscn  then  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn;which 
was  agreed  to  on  a division  of  19  to  18. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

April22,  The  cAair  communicated  the  annual  commercial 
statements  from  the  treasury  department. 

Mr.  Webster  rose  and  said,  it  would  be  remembered  that  not 
long  before  he  left  his  seat,  on  leave  of  absence,  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  a memorial  from  citizens  of  Albany,  com- 
plaining of  recent  measures  of  government.  He  had  been  au- 
thorised on  that  occasion  to  stale,  and  had  stated,  that  the  num- 
ber of  signers  was  about  2,800.  He  soon  saw  that  this  statement 
wa.s  denied,  and  that  only  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  names 
were  on  the  memorial:  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  Mr. 
Wright,  alluded  to  this  apparent  deficiency.  This  mistake 
arose  from  a long  roll  of  names  being  left  nut  of  the  package 
handed  to  him.  This  omission  has  been  supplied,  and,  to  be 
sure  against  further  error,  he  had  asked  an  officer  of  the  seriate 
to  have  these  additional  names  counted,  and  he  certifies  them 
to  amount  to  1,485.  Here  they  are,  sir — the  original  signature.?, 
and  here  comes  with  them  a regular  affidavit,  verifying  the  pa- 
per and  accounting  for  the  ornis.«ion.  This  make.?  up,  sir,  the 
number  as  originally  stated;  and  I hope  will  be  satisfactory, 
If  it  should  not  he,  and  if  it  would  give  gentlemen  any  gratifi- 
cation to  receive  un  additional  five  hundred,  or  thousand  names. 
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lie  Imagined  litlle  pains  would  be  necessary  lo  furnish  them  that 
graiiflcHiioM. 

Mr.  President,  (said  Mr.  W.)  in  one  ot  those  unrivaled  speeches 
of  Mr.  Burke,  in  which  he  indulged  his  adiiiiralion  of  America, 
he  says,  when  speaking  of  the  growth  of  our  population,  “whe- 
ther I put  the  present  numbers  too  high  or  too  low,  is  a matter  of 
little  moment.  Such  is  the  strength  with  which  population 
shoots  in  that  part  of  the  world,  that,  state  the  numbers  as  high 
as  we  will,  while  the  dispute  continues  the  exaggeration  ends. 
While  we  are  discussing  any  given  magnitude,  they  are  grown 
to  it.” 

Sir,  a similar  sentiment  would  be  just,  in  regard  to  the  num- 
bers among  our  fellow  citizens,  who  are  rallying  to  oppose  the 
recent  measures  of  government.  State  the  numbers  as  we  will, 
if  the  statement  be  not  true  to  day,  it  will  yet  probably  be  true 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wright  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the  names.  He  add- 
ed, that  the  senate  would  do  liim  the  credit  to  say,  that  he  had 
expressed  his  belief  that  there  was  some  mistake  about  tlie  mat- 
ter. He  moved  that  these  names  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  expressed  his  wish  that  tlie  names  might  be 
printed.  He  would  do  the  justice  to  the  honorable  member  to 
Bay,  that  he  understood  him  to  have  expressed  himself  as  he 
bad  stated. 

The  paper  was  then  referred  and  the  names  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Webster  then  said  he  had  to  present  to  tlie  senate  a me- 
morial from  the,  farmers,  manufacturers,  mechanics  and  traders 
of  the  town  of  Adams,  Massachusetts,  complaining  of  the  re- 
cent measures  of  the  government.  The  memorialists  state  that 
there  were  1,200  persons  in  that  town  who  have  been  engaged 
in  manufacturing,  who  had  entered  into  those  pursuits  under 
the  assurance  of  protection  from  government.  That,  amidst 
prosperity,  their  career  has  lieen  suddenly  arrested,  some  of  the 
establishments  have  been  obliged  to  stop,  and  others  to  dismiss 
their  hands,  more  or  less,  and  many  individuals  have  fallen  into 
great  want  and  distress. 

These  memorialists  aver,  sir,  that  that  is  true,  which  T have 
more  than  once  predicted  would  soon  be  found  true;  and  that 
is,  that  the  measures  of  the  administration  tend  to  make  some 
of  the  rich  richer,  and  all  the  poor  poorer;  and  all,  they  say,  of 
whatever  tongue  or  kindred,  who  have  foreign  capital  at  com- 
mand, enjoy  advantages  over  American  industry  and  persever- 
ance. As  Americans,  then,  they  ad(4ress  themselves  to  con- 
gress: they  say  to  congress,  “restore  the  currency,  restore  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  re.store  the  character  and  credit  of  the 
nation,  restore  our  prosperity  and  happiness.  One  act  of  yours 
can  do  ail  this.” 

Sir,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  North 
Adams,  t respond  to  them  by  saying,  that,  so  far  as  depends  on 
my  efforts  here,  and  on  those  of  my  colleague,  and  on  those  of 
their  own  able  and  excellent  representative  in  the  other  house, 
and  most  of  his  colleagues,  there  will  be  no  abandonment  of 
present  object  and  present  purpose,  till  their  prosperity  he  re- 
stored, till  the  credit  of  the  nation  be  restored,  and  till  the  con- 
stitution of  the  country  be  restored  also.  Let  them  be  of  good 
cheer.  Permanent  distress,  from  mere  misgoverninent,  can 
hardly  be  the  lot  of  an  intelligent  people. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  certain  proceedings  and  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  a meeting  at  Hopkinsville,  Ky.  and  Mr.  Mungum  a me- 
morial from  sundry  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  di.-'approving  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Frelivghuysen  presented  a certified  copy  of  certain  reso- 
lutions and  a memorial  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  friends  of 
the  president  and  tlie  administration  at  a county  meeting  held 
in  Somerville,  Somerset  comity.  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  said,  I take  pleasure  in  as.=uring  the  senate 
of  the  respectability  of  the  gentlemen  who  conducted  this  meet- 
ing, and  that  their  opinions  are  entitled  to  receive  from  me  and 
this  body,  respectful  consideration.  It  was  with  satisfaction, 
and  some  consolation  too,  that  I find  these  proceedings  convey- 
ed in  decorous  and  dignified  language.  While  I say  this,  how- 
ever, sir,  1 am  constrained  to  dissent  from  the  opinions  of 
these,  my  respectable  constituents.  I especially  advert  to  the 
fifth  resolution,  wherein,  speaking  of  the  late  instructions  of 
the  legislature,  they  re.solve  in  the  following  terms:  “We  be- 
lieve they  expre.ssed  the  sentiments  of  the  state — we  know 
they  gave  the  voice  of  the  county  of  Somerset.”  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  matter  of  belief  and  know’ledge  is  a.  voluntary  exer- 
cisc — it  cannot  be  forced:  and  as  this  meeting  has  not  instruct- 
ed me  to  believe  with  them,  I shall  certainly  continue  to  think 
according  to  my  own  lights,  and  the  conclusions  of  iny  own 
mind. 

Now  I do  not  believe,  either  in  the  majority  of  the  state,  and 
I certainly  can  not  know,  and  do  not  believe,  the  alleged  state 
of  public  sentiment,  in  the  county  of  Somerset.  This  ancient, 
honored  county,  sustain  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power! 
If  I was  to  select  a district  in  the  state,  whore  the  pure,  per- 
vading, uncompromising  whig  principles  of  the  revolution  pre- 
vailed, it  would  be  the  good  old  county  of  Somerset.  Sir,  it 
has  been  true  to  these  principles  from  its  earliest  history.  The 
first  w'ar  note  that  ever  disturbed  the  tranquillity  of  its  valleys, 
was  in  that  eventful  hour  w’hen  resistance  to  arbitrary  power 
was  resolved.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  against  its  Pticroachments  that 
our  fathers  buckled  on  their  armor — and  the  plains  of  Mon- 
mouth, Trenton  and  Princeton,  still  bold  a language  that  has 
lost  none  of  its  energy  by  lime,  but  w’ill,  when  needs  be,  warm 
every  patriot  bosom  into  enthusiasm. 


Sir,  tho  true  issue  was  not  yet  formed  at  the  date  of  tl.fs 
meeting.  'I'he  bank  is  certainly  denounc-ed  for  sufficient  varie- 
ty of  charges  and  rni-sconrluct,  in  the  resolutions  and  memorial 
before  us,  hut  the  great  question  of  power,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  m.ajfsiy  and  dominion  of  our  laws  on  the  other,  wa* 
not  then  raised.  But  I rejoice  to  know  that  the  people  are 
now  coming  up  to  the  case,  with  the  spirit  and  solemnity  be- 
coming enlitffitcried  freemen,  jealous  of  their  liberties. 

Mr.  F.  in  proot' of  this,  referred  to  the  resolutions  and  memo- 
rial of  a public  meeting  held  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  of 
the  townships  of  Montgomery,  in  Somerset,  and  West  Wind- 
sor, in  Middlesex  counties, signed  by  more  than  200  citizen.",  and 
a memorial  of  more  than  1,100  farmers,  mechanics,  merchants 
and  citizens  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  and  city  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, which  he  also  presented.  These  respective  memorials 
with  like  justice  and  truth,  complain  of  the  general  interrup- 
tion of  commerce  and  business,  induced  by  unlawful  and  un- 
constitutional executive  interference. 

Mr.  F.  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  state  of  things  in  New 
Jersey,  and  said — 

Thus  far,  then,  sir,  have  my  collengue  and  myself  been  sus- 
tained in  our  reference  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey.  We  have 
put  the  matter  fairly  and  fearlessly  before  them.  We  have  no 
anxieties  about  the  issue,  i believe,  sir,  that  an  inqui.>^itiori  is 
going  forward,  that  will  make  the  very  pillars  of  pnw>er  trem- 
ble. I make,  sir,  the  usual  motion,  that  the  memorials  and  ro- 
solutions  be  read  and  printed,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

Some  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Southard  and  Mr.  Benton, 
after  which  the  reference  was  ordered. 

The  chair  then  announced  the  special  order,  being  the  rc.so- 
lulions  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  ns  a modification  of  his  mo- 
tion that  the  messages  be  not  received. 

Mr.  Forsyth  having  yesterday  moved  to  amend  these  resolu- 
tions, so  as  to  introduce  the  messages  into  the  resolutions — 

The  question  being  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Calhoun  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair,  that  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was 
in  order — 

Mr.  Poindear/cr  requested  the  withdrawal  of  the  appeal,  in 
order  that  he  might  submit  the  question  of  the  general  or«ler. 
He  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  amendinerit,  because,  whe- 
ther it  was  adopted  or  rejected,  it  destroyr-d  the  object  of  the 
original  proposition,  and  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  pending 
discussion. 

Mr.  Calhoun  withdrew  bis  appeal. 

At  this  (loiiit  of  the  discussion,  a doubt  arose  as  to  the  fact 
whether  any  decision  on  the  point  of  order  had  been  made  f>y 
the  chair,  and  the  chair  being  pressed,  declined  stating  any 
thing  more  explicitly  than  that  the  writing  which  Mr.  Forsyth 
had  put  in,  was,  in  ihe  opinion  of  the  chair,  such  a writing  of 
the  niiK'ndmeut  as  was  contemplated  by  the  rule  of  the  senate. 

The  c/inir,  in  rejily  to  a question  by  Mr.  CZaj/,  expresaed  a 
willingness  to  receive  the  opinions  of  the  senate. 

The  question  of  order  was  then  again  discussed,  by  Messrs. 
Wright,  Clay,  Forsyth,  Calhoun  and  Bibb;  Mr.  Forsyth  handing 
in  a copy  of  the  messages,  and  iisking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  oti 
the  question  of  receiving  thr-ni  ns  an  amendment;  after  which, 
thee/iotV  (Mr.  King)  decided  that  the  amendment  w.as  in  order. 

Mr.  Poindexter  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  and 
exfiressed  a hope  tlnit  the  question  would  be  taken  without  de- 
bate. He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  before  the  question 
was  taken,  on  motion  of  IMr.  JFebster,  the  senate  adjourned. 

.dpril '23.  Memorials  condemning  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites and  praying  their  restoration,  were  presented  by  Mr.  Jfo 
Kean  from  citizens  of  Che.stcr  and  Mifflin  counties.  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
Southard  from  the  eiiy  of  Trenton  and  county  of  Warren,  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  Southard  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
delegates  assembled  at  the  seat  of  government  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  stating,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  is  the  cause  of  the  e.xisfing  distress,  and  as  proceed- 
ing from  an  unwarranted  asstimplion  of  power  by  the  execu- 
tive. These  several  memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  were  seve- 
rally read,  referred,  &c.  after  observations  by  Messrs.  South- 
ard, Clay,  Preston,  Forsyth,  Webster  and  Chambers,  which 
occupied  until  3 o’clock. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  tho  con.eideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Forsyth  was  in  order. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and  the  question  was 
taken  without  discussion,  and  determined  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Forsyth, Griirtdy,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alah.nma,  King,  of  (ieo.  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Ro- 
inson.  Shepley,  Tipton,  VVhite,  Wilkin.s,  Wright — 17. 

N.\YS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Leigh,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift, Tomlinson, Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster—26. 

So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed,  and  the  amend- 
ment ofi’ered  by  Mr.  Forsyth  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  demanded  that  the  question  be  taken  on 
the  resolutions  separately. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  resolutions  after 
the  word  “Resolved,”  in  the  first  resolution,  and  to  insert  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  protest  communicated  to  the  senate  on 
the  10th  inst.  by  tbe  president  of  the  United  St.ates,  asserts 
powers  as  belonging  to  the  president  which  are  inconsistent 
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with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  coiit’ress,  uiul  in- 
consistent with  the  conslilulioii  of  llie  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  is  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to 
receive  from  the  president  all  such  me.ssages  and  communica- 
tions as  the  constitution  and  laws  and  the  usual  course  of  bu- 
siness authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise 
any  right  in  him  to  make  a formal  protest  against  voles  and 
proceedings  of  the  senate,  declaring  such  voles  and  proceed- 
ings to  be  illegal  and  unconsiiiuUonal,  and  requesting  the  se- 
nate to  enter  such  protest  on  its  journals. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a breach  of  ihc  privi- 
leges of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  C.  explained  that  his  modification  varied  only  from  the 
original  resolutions  in  two  particulars.  The  modification  [ilac- 
es  on  record  what  must  indeed  have  otherwise  been  obvious, 
the  readiness  of  the  senate  to  record,  at  all  times,  such  pro- 
ceedings and  messages  as  the  president  may  think  proper  to 
transmit,  in  compliance  with  his  constitutional  duties.  There 
was  another  difference,  consisting  in  this.  The  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  is,  not  to  receive  the  messages. 
The  last  resolution  of  the  modification  proposes  not  to  record 
it  on  the  journal.  In  his  opinion,  the  recording  of  a paper  was 
its  reception.  According  to  the  uniform  practice,  the  messages 
arc  all  recorded.  The  last  resolution  marks  Uie  disiinclion  be- 
tween the  regular  and  usual  messages  of  the  presidoiit  and  the 
present,  and  refuses  to  the  latter  that  place  on  tlie  journal  to 
which  all  messages,  agreeably  to  the  constitution,  are  entitled. 

Mr.  Poindexter  expressed  his  readiness  to  take  either  conr.se 
which  might  be  most  agreeable  to  the  senate.  After  some  few 
remarks,  he  moved  to  l:iy  the  resolnlions  and  modifications  on 
the  table,  in  order  to  give  time  for  reflection  on  the  subject. 
lie  withdrew  his  motion. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Calhoun,  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, Mr.  Preston  and  Mr.  Bibb  took  part. 

Mr-  Bibb  sent  the  chair  the  following  amendment,  which  he 
proposed  to  move  when  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Clay 
should  be  called  up; 

After  the  words  “president  of  the  United  Stales,”  in  the  se- 
cond line  of  the  amendment,  strike  out  the  residue  of  the 
amendment,  and  insert  “be  not  received.” 

Mr.  Poindexter  expressed  his  intention  to  accept  this  modifi- 
cation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kane,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

*^fril  24.  Memorials,  &c.  condemning  the  removal  of  the 
deposiles  were  presented — by  Mr.  Webster  from  490  farmers, 
traders  and  mechanics  of  Union  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  Mr. 
Clayton  from  a public  meeting,  and  also  from  736  citizens  of 
Kent  county,  Delaware;  by  Mr.  Robbins  from  Providence,  R. 
Island;  which  were  read,  referred,  &.c.  after 

Some  remarks  from  the  gentlemen,  respectively,  were  made 
on  the  presentations. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolutions,  on  the  subject  of 
the  president’s  protest,  offered  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Clay. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb — 
Mr.  Kane  addressed  the  senate  in  defence  of  the  protest  and 
the  executive,  until  near  3 o’clock. 

JTr.  Bibb  then  rose  to  reply,  but  gave  way  to  Mr.  Wilkins. 

Mr.  Wilkins  then  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  till  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business,  and  remained  for  some  time 
therein. 

At  half  past  4 o’clock,  the  doors  were  re-opened,  when 
Mr.  Hendricks  offered  a resolution  allotting  Fridays  and  Sa- 
tvirdays  of  each  and  every  week  to  the  consideration  of  bills. 
The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Jlpril  18.  Mr.  Heath  rose  and  remarked,  that,  as  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  people’s  interest  on  this  floor,  he  felt  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  make  an  effort  to  secure  their  money,  and 
which  induced  him  to  offer  a resolution  with  that  object  in  view. 
As  to  the  money  already  taken  from  the  United  States  bank,  he 
never  expected  its  return,  and  his  object  now  was  to  secure  all 
that  would  be  received  hereafter.  He,  therefore,  asked  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  de- 
posite  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  from 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  until  the  expiration  of  its  charter, 
all  the  accruing  resources  of  the  government. 

Objection  being  made  to  granting  leave,  Mr.  H.  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  ye<as  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  yeas  83,  nays  89.  Not 
being  two-thirds,  the  house  of  course  refused  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  allow  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Heath  to  be  proposed. 

Mr.  Lincoln  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution  calling  on  the 
postmaster  general  for  certain  information  connected  with  the 
appointment  and  number  of  clerks,  &c. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  L.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  so 
as  to  allow  him  to  move  it;  but  the  house  refused.  Ayes  78, 
Boes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Jarvis  now  renewed  the  request  he  had  made  yesterday 
to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to  allow  him  to  move  a resolution 
ealJing  for  certain  infonaaiion  relative  to  the  failure  of  the  Dis-  1 


tricl  banks.  After  some  explanation,  the  rule  was  suspended, 
whereupon  Mr.  J.  moved  his  resolution;  and 
Mr.  Hardin  moved  an  amendment  lo  extend  the  inquiry  to 
the  bank  of  the  Metropolis;  but  before  it  was  read  the  morning 
hour  expired,  and  the  resolution  and  amendment  lie  over. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  McKim  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered and  stood,  yeas  91,  nays  G6.  So  the  house  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  now  asked  leave  to  offer  resolutions 
declaring  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  to  be  in  congress; 
that  no  furtlier  legi.slalion  is  necessary  to  empower  congress  to 
create  an  agency  Ibr  llie  custody  of  tlie  public  money;  and  that 
they  can  lake  the  custody  out  of  the  executive  hands,  &c.  [See 
next  day’s  proceedings.] 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  JVise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules 
of  the  house,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  whereupon,  on  mo 
tion  of  Mr.  Love,  a call  of  the  house  was  ordered. 

After  the  call  had  proceeded  a considerable  lime,  a motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  (lost  by  4 voles  only);  and  the  call  of  the 
house  was  at  length  suspended,  and  the  doors  thrown  open. 

Mr.  Wise  renewed  his  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
house — on  which  Mr.  Hcardsfei/ demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  tliey  were  ordered,  and  stood  103  yeas,  93  nays.  So  ll>e 
rule  was  not  suspended,  two  thirds  being  required. 

Mr.  Wise  then  gave  notice  tliat  he  should  renew  the  same 
motion  every  day,  until  leave  should  be  given  to  introduce  tlie 
resolutions. 

Mr.  Peyton, of  Tennessee,  asked  for  a suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a series  of  resolutions  acquitting  the  presi- 
dent ofeensure  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites; 
condemning  the  senate,  and  conceding  lo  congress  the  power 
of  selecting  the  places  of  deposile  for  the  public  moneys.  [See 
next  day’s  proceedings.] 

These  resolutions  having  been  read,  a very  strong  sensation 
was  evinced  by  a large  portion  of  the  house;  when 

Mr.  Peyton  withdrew  them,  but  gave  notice  that  he  should 
continue  to  offer  them  wlienever  those  of  Mr.  Wise  were  offer- 
ed. The  house  then  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Jifril  Ifi.  Mr.  Clayton  nsked  leave  to  offer  a re- 
solution; objection  being  made,  he  moved  for  the  suspension  of 
tlie  rule.s,  lo  allow  him  to  move  it,  which  motion  prevailed,  by 
a vote  of  ayes  127,  nays  16.  So  tlie  house  having  agreed  to 
suspend  the  rules,  Mr.  C.  offered  the  following  resolution,  wdiicli 
was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a special  committee  he  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  and  reduc- 
ing the  salaries  of  officers,  and  all  other  expenses  orgovernmeiif, 
in  every  department  thereof  where  the  same  can  be  constitu- 
tionally done,  and  also  to  abolish  such  offices  as  may  be  deem- 
ed unnecessary,  and  that  they  have  power  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Jarvis  suggested  an  amendment  extending  the  inquiry  lo 
the  cases  where  an  increased  compensation  might  he  expedient. 

Mr.  Plummer  moved  an  amendment  to  include  the  pay  of 
members  of  congress;  and 
Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  include  mileage  also. 

Mr.  Clayton  accepted  these  several  resolutions,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  amended,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  appeared  as  follows,  ayes  183,  nays  2. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  Wise  now  asked  consent  of  the  house  to  offer,  in  a mo- 
dified form,  the  resolutions  he  had  desired  to  offer  yesterday. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow 
him  to  move  them,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  which 
were  ordered. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  Slates,  not  appropriated  bylaw,  and  not  disbursed  un- 
der appropriations  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  tin- 
der the  order  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  no  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  necessary  to  authorise  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  to  entrust  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  not  appro- 
priated by  law,  lo  other  agency  than  that  of  the  executive  de- 
partment, and  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money  must  not 
be,  necessarily,  under  the  constitution,  entrusted  to  the  execu- 
tive department. 

Resolved,  That  congress  can  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
executive  department  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or 
money,  without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  or  a suit- 
version  of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution,  by  the  repeal 
and  enactment  of  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  tliat  end. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  upon  the  question  of  suspend- 
ing the  rule,  were  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  duincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Bar- 
ber, Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beatty,  James  M. 
Bell,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage,  Camp- 
bell, Chambers,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  William  Clark,  Clayton, 
Clowney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Davis, 
Davenport,  Deberry,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth, 
Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Foot,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Fulton,  Galbraith,  Gamble,  Gliolson,  Gordon,  Gorham, 
Grahanj,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Hiester,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  William  C.  Jolinson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Eincoln,  Love,  Loynll,  Martindale,  Marshall 
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John  Y.  Mason,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mil- 
lizan,  Moore,  Patton,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Selden,  William 
bT  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade,  Sloaiie,  Stewart, 
William  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vin- 
ton, Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 99. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Anthony,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beaumont,  J.  Bell,  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bunch,'Cambreleng, 
Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Samuel  Clark,  Coffee,  Cra- 
mer, Day,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  P.  C.  Fuller, 
Gillet,  Jos.  Hall,T.  H.Hall,  Halsey,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hunt- 
ington, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lea, 
Lee,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Ma- 
son, McIntyre,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean, 
Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert, 
Wm.  Taylor,  Thomson, Turrill,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White— 91. 

Two- thirds  not  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were 
<iot  suspended. 

Mr.  Peyton  renewed  his  motion  for  leave  to  offer  the  resolu- 
tions he  had  brought  forward  yesterday.  Objection  being  made, 
he  moved  for  a suspension  of  the  rules,  to  allow  him  to  offer 
them.  The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late 
executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  not 
assumed  “upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,”  but  that  he  has  acted  in  conformi- 
ty to  both. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  a late  re- 
solution passed  by  that  body,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 
‘^Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
Jaws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,”  have,  by  that  resolution,  not 
with  a view  to  legislative  action,  but  as  a solemn  censure  upon 
the  president,  infringed  upon  the  rightful  and  legitimate  powers 
and  prerogatives  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Resolved,  That  congress  have  the  power,  by  law,  to  select  the 
places  of  depositing  the  public  money  and  providing  for  its  safe 
keeping. 

Mr.  Hardin  said  he  hoped  that  every  member  would  vote  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  allow  the  introduction  of  these  resolves. 

Mr.  JFi/de  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Virginia,  inquired  of  the  chair  whether  the  re- 
solutions did  not  involve  a violation  of  the  rules  of  order,  which 
forbade  any  reference  in  one  house  to  words  spoken  or  mea- 
sures pending  in  the  other  branch. 

The  chair  replied  that  that  question  would  arise  when  the  re- 
«olutions  came  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  inquired  whether  any  body  objected  to  the  in- 
troduction of  the  resolutions. 

The  chair  said  that  that  would  be  decided  when  the  question 
should  be  put. 

Mr.  Mercer  inquired  whether  the  question  of  consideration 
would  not  be  in  order. 

The  chair  said  it  would,  after  the  rules  should  have  been  sus- 
pended. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  now  taken  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
■Chilton  Allan,  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Bar- 
nitz,  Barrington,  Bates,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell, 
Blair,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Burges,  Bynum,  Cage,  Campbell,  Ca- 
sey, Chambers,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Wm.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clow- 
ney,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos 
Davis,  Denny,  Dickron,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Horace  Everett,  Ew- 
ing, Felder,  Foot,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Garland,  Gholson, 
Gordon,  Gorham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
William  C.  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Loyall,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mc- 
Kennan, Mercer,  Milligan,  Patton,  Peyton,  Pierson,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  Slade,  Sloanc,  Stewart,  Wm. 
P.  Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
mough, Edward  D.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young — 98. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Adams,  Anthony,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, J.  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bunch,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael, 
Carr,  Chaney,  Samuel  Clark,  Coffee,  Cramer,  Davenport,  Day, 
Deberry,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Gamble,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Graham,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Jos.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hub- 
hard,  Abel  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  King,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Laporte,  Jjawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
J.  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Meintire, 
McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  McVean,  Moore,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
F.  Pierce,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  R.amsay,  Schenck,  Schley, 
Aug.  H.  Shepperd,  Chas.  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stod- 
dert,  Wm.  Taylor,  Thomson,  Tnrril,  Vauderpoel,  Van  Houton, 
VVagciier,  Ward,  War/lweM,  Wcb.st.er,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White 


So  the  house  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  two-thirds  of  the 
house  not  sustaining  the  motion. 

Several  private  bills  being  considered  and  disposed  of. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Decatur, 
when  Mr.  Hubbard  explained  his  views  at  large  in  favor  of  the 
claim. 

Amendments  being  offered  and  rejected,  the  bill  was  laid 
aside.  When  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  (in- 
volving a claim  of  :J490,000)  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

After  being  sometime  engaged  therein,  the  committee  rose,, 
and  reported  progress,  on  both  bills — and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  ^pril  21.  This  being  petition  day,  the  first  questiorv 
which  came  up  was  on  the  inoiion  of  Mr.  Evans,  of  Manic,  that 
the  memorial  presented  by  him  on  Monday  last,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  w.ays  and  means,  with  instructions  “to  report 
two  resolutions — one  declaring  that  the  reasons  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  are  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory — 
and  the  other  declaring  that  a bank,  created  by  authority  of  con- 
gress, is  necessary,  expedient,  and  ought  to  be  established.” 

Mr.  Evans  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the  house  in  a speech, 
in  which  he  took  a general  view  of  the  bank  question.  After 
he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  IKisc  renewed,  and  offered  his  resolutions  as  an  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Evans^  resolutions. 

The  chair  deciding  that  Mr.  Wise  could  not  offer  them  as  an 
amendment,  bec.iuse  they  were  on  a different  subject — 

Mr.  Wise  stated  that  Mr.  Evans  was  willing  to  adopt  them  as 
a modification  of  bis  own  proposition;  and  the  resolutions  being 
thus  before  the  house,  he  entered  into  a very  free  and  animated 
course  of  remarks,  assigning  his  reasons  for  offering  his  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Peyton,  of  Tennessee,  renewed  his  motion,  to  substitute 
the  resolutions  he  had  twice  before  proposed  to  offer  last  week 
as  a substitute  for  those  of  Mr.  Wise,  and  replied  to  Mr.  W.  but 
becoming  discursive,  was  caiied  to  order  by  the  chair, 

Mr.  Wise  rejoined. 

Mr.  Turrell,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  lay  the  memorial,  resolutions 
of  instruction  and  amendments  thereto  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Evans  then  withdrew  from  his  proposition  the  resolutions 
accepted  by  him  from  Mr.  Wise,  so  as  to  leave  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  to  apply  only  to  the  memorial  and  instructions 
as  originally  moved  by  himself. 

Mr.  Turrell  then,  on  request,  withdrew  his  motion;  and  Mr. 
Evans  moved  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Filmore,  of  N.  Y.  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  McKim  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were 
taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevail- 
ed— ayes  107,  nays  91;  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jlpril^^.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  equalizing  and  reducing  the 
salaries  of  officers,  and  for  other  purposes,  contained  in  are- 
solution  passed  by  this  house  on  the  19th  inst.  be  authorised  to^ 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  in  executing  the  objects  of  said  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  Camhrelene,  presented  a memorial  of  235  Poles  now  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  praying  for  a grant  of  land. 

Various  business  of  a private  or  local  character  being  attend- 
ed to, 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  annual  commercial  statements. 

Mr.  Jarvis’ resolution  authorising  an  investigation  of  the  af- 
fairs of  those  district  banks  which  have  suspended  specie  pay- 
ments, was  taken  up,  but,  before  it  was  disposed  of,  the  house 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Poifr  reported  a bill  regulating  the  deposiles  of  the  mo- 
neys of  the  United  States  in  certain  local  banks,  which  after 
some  discussion,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  consideration  of 
the  general  appropriation  bill.  The  house  adjourned. 
Wednesday,  AprilTS.  The  journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  J.  Q.‘./9rfams  moved  that  the  journal  be  amended,  ro  as 
to  present  the  followins  as  an  entry  therein: 

“After  some  time  spent  therein,  [that  is,  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole],  the  speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
reported  that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  had  the 
said  bill  [i.  e.  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  government  for  the  year  1834]  under 
consideration,  and  finding  itself  without  a quorum,  had  risen 
and  directed  him  to  report  that  fact  to  the  house.” 

Again;  to  amend  the  journal,  in  another  part  thereof,  so  ns 
to  read  as  follow.^: 

“The  house  again  resolved  itself  into  the  committee  of  the 
whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  proceeded  in  the 
consideration  of  the  said  hill:  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  speaker  again  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  reported 
that  the  commtttee,  finding  itself  again  without  a quorum,  had 
risen  and  directed  him  to  report  that  fact  to  the  house.” 

Mr.  A.  supported  his  motion  by  a speech  of  great  animation. 
Toward  the  close  of  it,  Mr.  A.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Boon, 
and  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  .fidams  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  that  effect,  and  made 
an  e.xplanatioii. 


1S8 


NILES’  REGISTER— -APRIL  1834— PRESIDENT'S  PROTEST. 


The  speaker  went  into  an  explanation  in  reference  to  Mr. 
jjrfams’ amendment  and  speech. 

Mr.  Polk  ilten  claimed  the  floor,  and  the  speaker  decided  that 
lie  was  entitled  to  it. 

An  appeal  being  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  after 
some  explanations  between  Mr.  Mams  and  that  officer, 

Mr.  Mams  was  allowed  to  proceed  and  conclude  bis  speech. 
Mr.  Polk  replied  with  warmth,  and  was  repeatedly  called  to 
order  by  Mr.  Mams. 

Messrs.  Hubbard  and  Speight,  who  had  occupied  the  chair, 
explained  their  conduct,  respectively. 

The  question  of  order  was  argued  at  great  length  by  Messrs. 
Reed,  f'oot,  Speight,  Briggs,  Binney,  Mercer,  Wayne,  Suther- 
land, McKinley  and  Chilton;  when 
Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adamson  tlie  table. 
Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  They  were  order- 
ed and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  100,  nays  89.  So  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adams  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  then  moved,  that  the  following  paragraph  be 
placed  on  the  journal  of  the  house,  of  yesterday: 

“Mr.  J-  Q.  Adams  moved,  that  there  be  a call  of  the  house. 
The  speaker  (the  chair  being  temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
Speight,  ofNotih  Carolina)  refused  to  put  the  question.  Up- 
on wliich  Mr.  Adams  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  speaker, 
who  refused  to  entertain  the  motion,  and  left  the  chair;  which 
was  immediately  resumed  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole.” 

Mr.  Boon  moved  to  lay  this  also  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grennell  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  being  ta- 
ken, stood  as  follows:  yeas  94,  nays  95.  So  the  house  refused  to 
lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Adams  again  addressed  the  house  at  considerable  length, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Polk.  After  other  proceedings — 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  '.ny  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilde  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  Mr.  JTntrper-’s  motion  stood 
as  follows:  yeas  98,  nays  90. 

The  other  proceedings  of  the  day  will  sufficiently  appear 
hereafter. 

Thursday,  April  24.  Several  private  bills  and  other  business 
being  attended  to, 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  was  again  considered. 

Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  took  the  floor  and  spoke,  in  opposi- 
tion, till  the  expiration  of  the  hour. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  occu- 
pied the  house  till  a late  hour  of  the  day,  when,  without  having 
gone  through  it,  the  house  adjourned. 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 

IN  SENATE  APRIL  17,  1834. 

Several  messages  were  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson,  his  private  secretary;  among 
them  the  following 

protest: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

Itappearsby  the  published  journal  of  the  senate,  that  on  the 
26th  of  December  last,  a resolution  was  offered  by  a member  of 
the  senate,  which,  after  a protracted  debate,  was  on  the  28th  day 
of  March  last,  modified  by  the  mover,  and  passed  by  the  votes  of 
twenty  six  senators  out  of  forty  six,*  who  were  present  and 
voted  in  the  following  words,  viz: 

‘^Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  him- 
self authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  hut  in  derogation  of  both.” 

Having  had  the  honor,  through  the  voluntary  suffrages  of  the 
American  people,  to  fill  the  office  of  president  of  the  United 
States  during  the  period  which  may  he  presumed  to  have  been 
referred  to  in  this  resolution,  it  is  suffieienily  evident  that  the 
censure  it  inflicts  was  intended  for  myself.  Without  notice, 
unheard  and  untried,  I thus  find  myself  charged  on  the  records 
of  the  senate,  and  in  a form  hitherto  unknown  in  our  history, 
with  the  high  crime  of  violating  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my 
country. 

It  can  seldom  be  necessary  for  any  department  of  the  govern- 
ment, when  assailed  in  conversation,  or  debate,  or  by  the  stric- 
tures of  the  press  or  of  popular  assemblies,  to  step  out  of  its 
ordinary  path  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  its  conduct,  or  of 
pointing  out  any  irregularity  or  injustice  in  the  manner  of  the 
attack.  But  when  the.chicf  executive  magistrate  is,  by  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  government,  in  its  official 
capacity,  in  a public  manner,  and  by  its  recorded  sentence,  but 
without  precedent,  competent  authority,  or  just  cause,  declared 
guilty  of  a breach  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  it  is  due  to  his 
station,  to  public  opinion,  and  to  a proper  self  respect,  that  the 
officer  thus  denounced  should  promptly  expose  the  wrong  which 
has  been  done. 


♦YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster—26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Geo.  Linn,  McKean, 
Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright— BO. 


In  the  present  case,  moreover,  there  is  even  a stronger  ne- 
cessity for  such  a vindication.  By  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  before  the  [ircsiilent  of  the  United  States  can  en- 
ter on  the  execution  of  hi.s  office,  he  is  required  to  take  an  oath 
or  affirmation  in  the  following  words: 

“1  do  solemnly  swear,  (nr  affirm),  that  I will  faithfully  exe- 
cute Ibe  office  of  president  of  the  United  States;  and  will,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect  and  defend,  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Slates.” 

The  duty  of  defending,  so  far  as  in  him  lies,  the  integrity  of 
the  con.stitntion,  would  indeed  have  resulted  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  his  office:  but  by  thus  expressing  it  in  the  official  oath  or 
affirmation,  which,  in  this  respect,  differs  from  that  of  every 
other  functionary,  the  founders  of  onr  republic  have  attested 
their  sense  of  its  importance,  and  have  given  to  if  a peculiar  so- 
lemnity and  force.  Bound  to  the  performance  of  this  duty  by 
the  oath  I have  taken,  by  the  strongest  obligations  of  gratitude 
to  the  American  people,  and  by  the  ties  which  unite  my  every 
earthly  interest  with  the  welfare  and  glory  of  my  country;  and 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  discussion  and  passage  of  the  above 
mentioned  resolution  were  not  only  unauthorised  by  the  con- 
stitution, but  in  many  respects  repugnant  to  its  provisions  and 
subversive  of  the  rights  secured  by  it  to  other  co-ordinate  de- 
partments, I deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy of  that  sacred  instrument,  and  the  immunities  of  the  de- 
partment intrusted  to  my  care,  by  all  mearts  consistent  with 
my  own  lawful  powers,  with  the  rights  of  others,  and  with  the 
genius  of  our  civil  institutions.  To  this  end,  I have  caused 
this,  my  solemn  protest  against  the  aforesaid  proceedings,  to  be 
placed  on  the  files  of  the  executive  department,  and  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  senate. 

It  is  alike  due  to  the  subject,  the  senate  and  the  people,  that 
the  views  which  I have  taken  of  the  proceedings  referred  to, 
and  which  compel  me  to  regard  them  in  the  light  that  has  been 
mentioned,  should  be  exhibited  at  length,  and  with  the  freedom 
and  firmness  which  are  required  by  an  occasion  so  unprece- 
dented and  peculiar. 

Under  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  powers  and 
functions  of  the  various  departments  of  the  federal  government, 
and  their  responsibilities  for  violation  or  neglect  of  duty,  are 
clearly  defined  or  result  by  necessary  inference.  The  legislative 
power  subject  to  the  qualified  negative  of  the  president,  is  vest- 
ed in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  composed  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives.  The  executive  power  is  vested 
exclusively  in  the  president,  except  that  in  the  conclusion  of 
treaties  and  in  certain  appointments  to  office,  he  is  to  act  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  exclusively  in  the  supreme  and  other  courts  of  the  U- 
States,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  for  which  purpose  the' 
accusatory  power  is  vested  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
that  of  hearing  and  determining,  in  the  senate.  But  although 
for  the  special  purposes  which  have  been  mentioned,  there  is 
an  occasional  intermixture  of  the  powers  of  the  different  de- 
partments, yet  with  these  exceptions,  each  of  the  three  great 
departments  is  independent  of  the  others  in  its  sphere  of  action; 
and  when  it  deviates  from  that  sphere  is  not  responsible  to  the 
others,  further  than  it  is  expressly  made  so  in  the  constitution. 
In  every  other  respect,  each  of  them  is  the  coeqnal  of  the  other 
two,  and  all  are  the  servants  of  the  American  people,  without 
power  or  right  to  control  or  censure  each  other  in  the  service 
of  their  common  superior,  save  only  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
degree  which  that  superior  has  prescribed. 

The  responsibilities  of  the  president  are  numerous  and  weigh- 
ty. He  is  liable  to  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors, and,  on  due  conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and 
perpetual  disqualification;  and  notwithstanding  such  convic- 
tion, he  may  also  be  indicted  and  punished  according  to  law. 
He  is  also  liable  to  the  private  action  of  any  party  who  may 
have  been  injured  by  his  illegal  mandates  or  instructions,  in 
the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  of  the  humblest  func- 
tionary. In  addition  to  the  responsibilities  which  may  thus  he 
enforced  by  impeachment,  criminal  prosecution,  or  suit  at  law, 
he  is  also  accountable  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  for  every 
act  of  his  administration.  Subject  only  to  the  restraints  of 
truth  and  justice,  the  free  people  of  the  United  States  have  the 
undoubted  right,  as  individuals  or  collectively,  orally  or  in 
writing,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  language  and  form  as  they 
may  think  proper,  to  discuss  his  official  conduct,  and  to  express 
and  promulgate  their  oi)inions  concerning  it.  Indirectly,  also, 
his  conduct  may  come  under  review  in  either  branch  of  the 
legislature,  or  in  the  senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capa- 
city, and  so  far  as  the  executive  or  legislative  proceedings  of 
these  bodies  may  require  it,  it  may  he  examined  by  them. 
These  are  believed  to  be  the  prope.r  and  only  modes,  in  which 
the  president  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  held  accountable  for 
his  official  conduct. 

Tested  by  these  principles,  the  resolution  of  the  senate  is 
wholly  unauthorised  by  tlie  constitution,  and  in  derogation  of 
its  entire  spirit.  It  asssumes  that  a single  branch  of  the  le- 
gislative department  may  for  the  purposes  of  a ptiblic  cen- 
sure, anrf  without  any  view  to  legislation  or  impeachment,  take 
up,  consider,  and  decide  upon,  the  official  acts  of  the  executive, 
Butin  no  part  of  the  constitution  is  the  president  subjected  to 
any  such  responsibility;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instniment  is  any 
such  power  conferred  on  either  branch  of  the  legislature. 

The  justice  of  these  conclusions  W'ill  be  illustrated  and  con- 
firmed by  a brief  analysis  of  the  powers  of  the  seriate,  and  a 
comparison  of  their  recent  proceedings  with  those  powers. 
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Tlie  high  functions  assigned  by  the  constitution  to  tlie  senate, 
are  in  ttieir  nature  either  lecislaiive,  executive  nr  judicial.  It  is 
only  in  the  exercise  ofits  judicial  power.*,  when  siiiiii"  as  a court 
for  the  trial  of  impeachments,  that  the  senate  is  expre.ssly  an 
Ihori.sed  and  necessarily  required  to  consider  and  decide  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  president,  or  any  other  public  officer.  In- 
directly liowever,  as  has  already  been  suacested,  it  may  fre- 
quently be  called  on  to  perforn  that  office.  Cases  may  occur  in 
the  course  of  its  legislative  or  executive  proceedincs,  in  which 
it  may  he  iridispensible  to  the  proper  exercise  of  its  powers, 
that  it  should  inquire  into,  and  decide  upon,  the  conduct  of  the 
president  or  other  public  officers;  and  in  every  such  case  its  con 
Etitutional  riuht  to  do  .so  i-s  cheerfully  conceded.  But  to  autho- 
rise the  senate  to  enter  on  such  a task  in  its  lesislalive  or  e.\e- 
ciitive  capacity,  the  inquiry  must  actually  srow  out  of  and  tend 
to  some  legislative  or  executive  action,  and  the  decision  when 
expressed  must  take  tlie  form  of  some  appropriate  legislative  or 
executive  act. 

The  resolution  in  question  was  introduced,  discussed  and 
passed,  not  as  a joint,  but  as  a separate  resolution.  It  asserts  no 
legislative  power,  proposes  no  lettislaiive  action;  and  neither 
possesses  the  form  nor  any  of  the  attributes  of  a legislative 
measure.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  entertained  or  pass- 
ed, with  any  view  or  expectation  of  its  issuing  in  a law  or  joint 
resolution,  or  in  the  repeal  of  any  law  or  joint  resolution,  or  in 
any  other  legislative  action. 

Whilst  wanting  both  the  form  and  substance  of  a legislative 
measure,  it  is  equally  manifest,  that  the  resolution  was  not  jus- 
tified by  any  of  the  executive  powers  conferred  on  the  senate. 
These  powers  relate  exclusively  to  the  consideration  of  treaties 
and  nominations  to  office;  and  they  are  exercised  in  secret  ses- 
sion, and  with  closed  doors.  This  resolution  does  not  apply  to 
any  treaty  or  nomination,  and  was  passed  in  a public  session. 

Nor  does  this  proceeding  in  any  way  belong  to  that  class  of 
incidental  resolutions  which  relate  to  the  officers  of  the  senate, 
to  their  chamber,  and  other  appurtenances,  or  to  subjects  of 
order,  and  other  matters  of  the  like  nature — in  all  which  either 
house  may  lawfully  proceed  without  any  co-operation  with  the 
other,  or  with  the  president. 

On  the  contrary  the  whole  phraseology  and  sense  of  the  re- 
solution seem  to  be  judicial.  Its  essence,  true  character,  and 
only  practical  effect,  are  to  be  found  in  the  conduct  which  its 
charges  upon  the  president,  and  in  the  judgment  which  it  pro- 
nounces on  that  conduct.  The  resolution  therefore,  though 
discussed  and  adopted  by  the  senate  in  its  legislative  capacity, 
is,  in  its  office,  and  in  all  its  characteristics,  essentially  ju- 
dicial. 

That  the  senate  possesses  a high  judicial  pow’er,  and  that  in- 
stances may  occur  in  which  the  president  of  the  United  States 
will  be  amenable  to  it,  is  undeniable.  But  under  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  it  would  seem  to  be  equally  plain  that 
neither  the  president  nor  any  other  officer  can  be  rightfully  sub- 
jected to  the  operation  of  the  judicial  power  of  the  senate,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  and  under  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  constitution  declares  that  “the  president,  vice  president 
and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  removed  from 
office  on  impeachment  for,  and  conviction  of  treason,  bribery, 
or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors” — that  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives “shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment” — 
that  the  senate  “shall  have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments”—that  “when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall  be  on 
oath  or  affirmation” — that  “when  the  president  of  the  United 
States  is  tried,  the  chief  justice  shall  preside” — that  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present”— and  that  “judgment  shall  not  extend  fur- 
ther than  to  remove  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit,  under  the  United 
States.” 

The  resolution  above  quoted,  charges  in  substance  that  in 
certain  proceedings  relating  to  the  public  revenue,  the  president 
has  usurped  authority  and  power  not  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
constitution  arrd  laws,  and  that  in  doing  so  he  violated  both. 
Any  such  act  constitutes  a high  crime — one  of  the  highest,  in- 
deed, which  the  president  can  commit— a crime  which  ju.stly 
exposes  him  to  impeachment  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
and  upon  due  conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the 
complete  and  immutable  disfranchisement  prescribed  by  the 
constitution. 

The  resolution,  then,  was  in  substance  an  impeachment  of 
the  president;  and  in  its  passage  amounts  to  a declaration  by  a 
majority  of  the  senate,  that  he  is  guilty  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence. As  such  it  is  spread  upon  the  journals  of  the  senate 
— published  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world — made  part  of  our 
enduring  archives — and  incorporated  in  the  history  of  the  age. 
The  punishment  of  removal  from  office  and  future  disqualifica- 
tion. does  not,  it  is  true,  follow  this  decision;  nor  would  it  have 
followed  the.  like  decision,  ifthc  regular  form.s  of  proceeding  had 
been  piirsused,  because  the  requi.site  number  did  not  concur  in 
the  result.  But  the  moral  influence  of  a solemn  declaration,  by 
a majority  of  the  senate,  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  of- 
fence charged  upon  him,  has  been  as  effectually  secured,  as  if 
the  like  declaration  had  been  made  upon  an  impeachment  ex- 
pressed in  the  same  terms.  Indeed,  a greater  practical  effect  has 
been  gained,  because  the  votes  given  for  the  resolution,  though 
not  sufficient  to  authorise  a judgment  of  guilty  on  an  impeach- 
ment, were  numerous  enough  to  carry  that  resolution. 


That  the  resolution  does  not  expres.sly  alledge  that  the  as- 
sumption of  power  and  authority,  which  it  condemns,  was  in- 
teutional  and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the  preceding  view  of 
Its  character  and  efl'ect.  The  act  thus  condemned,  necessarily 
implies  volition  and  design  in  the  individual  to  whom  it  is  im- 
puted, and  being  unlawful  in  its  cbaracter,  the  legal  conclusion 
is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  imiiroper  motives,  and  committed 
with  an  unlawful  intent.  The  charge  is  not  of  a mistake  in 
the  exercisu  of  supposed  powers,  but  of  the  assumption  of 
powers  not  conferred  by  the  consiitution  and  laws,  but  in  de- 
rogation of  both,  and  nothing  is  suggested  to  excuse  or  [lalliate 
the  terpitiide  of  the  act.  In  the  absence  of  any  such  excuse, 
or  palliation,  there  is  room  only  for  one  inference;  and  that  is, 
that  the  intent  was  unlawful  and  corrupt.  Besides,  the  resolu- 
tion not  only  contain.s  no  mitigating  suggestion,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, it  holds  up  the  act  complained  ot‘  ns  justly  obnoxiotis  to 
censure  and  rc|irobation:  and  thus  ns  distinctly  stamps  it  with 
iinpuiity  of  motive,  as  if  the  strongest  epithets  had  been  used. 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales,  therefore,  has  been  by  a 
majority  of  his  constitutional  triers,  accused  and  found  guilty 
of  an  impcacliahle  offence:  but  in  no  part  of  this  proceeding 
have  the  directions  of  the  constiiutiou  been  observed. 

The  impeiichment,  instead  of  being  preferred  and  prosecuted 
by  the  house  of  riqiresentatives,  originated  in  the  senate,  and 
was  prosecuted  without  the  aid  or  concurrence  of  the  other 
house.  The  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
was  not  taken  by  the  senators:  the  chief  justice  did  not  preside; 
no  notice  of  the  charge  was  given  to  the  accused;  and  no  op- 
portunity afforded  him  to  respond  to  the  accusation,  to  meet  his 
; accusers  face  to  face,  to  cross  examine  the  witnesses,  to  pro- 
cure counteracting  testimony,  or  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 
The  safe-guards  and  formalitie.s,  which  the  constitution  has  con- 
nected with  the  pow’er  of  impeachment,  were  doubtless  sup- 
posed by  the  framers  of  that  instrument,  to  be  essential  to  the 
protection  of  the  public  servant,  to  the  attainment  of  ju..tice, 
and  to  the  order,  impartiality,  and  dignity  of  the  procedure. 
These  sale-guards  and  lormalities  were  not  only  practically 
disregarded,  in  the  commencement  and  conduct  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, but  in  their  result.  I find  myself  convicted  by  less 
than  two  thirds.of  the  members  present,  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence. 

In  vain  it  may  be  alledged  in  defence  of  this  proceeding  that 
the  form  of  the  re.«olution  is  not  that  of  an  impeachment;  nr  of 
a judgment  thereupon;  that  the  punishment  prescribed  in  the 
constitution  does  not  f^ullow  its  adoption,  or  that  in  this  case,  no 
impeachment  is  to  be  expected  from  the  house  of  representti- 
tives.  It  is  because  it  did  not  assume  the  form  of  an  impeach- 
ment, that  it  is  more  palpably  repugnant  to  the  constitution; 
for  it  is  through  that  form  only  that  the  president  is  judicially 
responsible  to  the  senate;  and  though  neither  removal  from  of- 
fice nor  future  disqualification  ensues,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed, that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  considered  either 
or  both  of  those  results,  as  constituting  the  whole  of  the  punish- 
ment they  prescribed.  The  judgment  of  guilty  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  union;  the  stigma  it  would  inflict  on  the  offender, 
his  family  and  fame:  and  the  perpetual  record  on  the  journal, 
handing  down  to  future  generations  the  story  of  his  disgrace, 
were  doubtless  regarded  by  them  as  the  bitterest  portions,  if 
not  the  very  essence  of  that  punishment.  So  far,  therefore,  as 
some  of  its  most  material  parts  are  concerned,  the  passage,  re- 
cording and  promulgation  of  the  resolution,  are  an  attempt  to 
bring  them  on  the  president,  in  a manner  unauthorised  by  the 
consiitution.  To  shield  him  and  other  officers  who  are  liable 
to  impeachment,  from  consequences  so  momentous,  except 
when  really  nterited  by  official  delinquencies,  the  constitution 
has  most  carefully  guarded  the  whole  process  of  impeachment. 
A majority  of  the  house  of  representatives,  must  think  the  of- 
ficer guilty,  before  he  can  be  charged.  Two-thirds  of  the  senate 
must  pronounce  him  guilty,  or  he  is  deemed  to  be  innocent. 
Forty-six  senators  appear  by  the  journal  to  have  been  present 
when  the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  taken.  If,  after  all  the 
solemnities  of  an  impeachment,  thirty  of  those  senators  had 
voted  that  the  president  was  guilty,  yet  would  he  have  been 
acquitted,  but  by  the  mode  of  proceeding  adopted  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  a lastinc  record  of  conviction  has  been  entered  up  by 
the  votes  of  twenty-six  senators,  without  an  impeachment  or 
trial;  whilst  the  constitution  expressly  declares  that  to  the  en- 
try of  such  a judirment  an  acccusation  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, a trial  hy  the  senate,  and  a concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  in  the  vote  of  guilty,  shall  be  indispensable  prerequisites. 

Whether  or  not  an  impeachment  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  house  of  representatives,  was  a point  on  which  the  senate 
had  no  constitutional  right  to  speculate,  and  in  respect  to  which, 
even  had  it  possessed  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  its  anticipations 
would  have  furnished  no  just  grounds  for  this  procedure. 

Admitting  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a violation  of 
the  constitution  and  laws  had  been  actually  committed  by  the 
president,  still  it  was  the  duty  of  the  senate,  as  his  sole  consti- 
tutional jndgr-s,  to  wait  for  an  impeachment  until  the  other 
house  should  think  proper  to  prefer  it.  The  member.s  ofthe  se- 
nate could  have  no  right  to  infer  that  no  impeachment  was  in- 
tended. On  the  contrary,  every  legal  and  rational  presumption 
on  their  part  ought  to  have  been,  that  if  there  was  good  reason 
to  believe  him  guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence,  the  house  of 
representatives  would  perform  its  constitutional  duty,  by  ar- 
raigning the  offender  before  the  justice  of  his  country.  The 
contrary  presumption  would  involve  an  implication  derogatory 
to  the  integrity  and  honor  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
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But  suppose  the  suspicion  thus  implied  were  actually  enter- 
tained, and  for  good  cause,  how  can  it  justify  the  assumption 
by  the  senate  of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  constitution? 

It  is  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  condition  in  which  the  se- 
nate and  the  president  have  been  placed  by  this  proceeding,  to 
perceive  its  utter  incompatibility  with  the  provisions  and  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  hu- 
manity and  justice. 

If  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  of  opinion  that  there 
is  just  ground  for  the  censure  pronounced  upon  the  president, 
then  will  it  be  the  solemn  duty  of  that  house  to  prefer  the  pro- 
per accusation,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  brought  to  trial  by  the 
constitutional  tribunal.  But  in  what  condition  would  he  find 
that  tribunal?  A majority  of  its  members  have  already  consi- 
dered the  case,  and  have  not  only  formed  but  expressed  a de- 
liberate judgment  upon  its  merits.  It  is  the  policy  of  our  benign 
system  of  jurisprudence,  to  secure,  in  all  criminal  proceedings, 
and  even  in  the  most  trivial  litigations,  a fair,  unprejudiced,  and 
impartial  trial.  And  surely  it  cannot  be  less  important,  that 
sach_a  trial  should  be  secured  to  the  highest  officer  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

The  constitution  makes  the  house  of  representatives  the  ex- 
clusive judges,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  question,  whether 
the  president  has  committed  an  impeachable  offence.  A ma- 
jority of  the  senate,  whose  interference  with  this  preliminary 
question,  has,  for  the  best  of  all  reasons,  been  studiously  ex- 
cluded, anticipate  the  action  of  the  house  of  representatives,  as- 
sume not  only  the  function  which  belongs  exclusively  to  that 
body,  but  convert  themselves  into  accusers,  witnesses,  counsel 
and  judges,  and  prejudge  the  whole  case.'  Thus  presenting  the 
appalling  spectacle,  in  a free  state  of  judges  going  through  a la- 
bored preparation  for  an  impartial  hearing  and  decision,  by  a 
previous  exparte  investigation  and  sentence  against  the  suppos- 
ed offender. 

There  is  no  more  settled  axiom  in  that  government  whence 
we  derived  the  model  of  this  part  of  our  constitution  than,  that 
“the  lords  cannot  impeach  any  to  themselves,  nor  join  in  the 
accusation,  because  they  are  judges. Independently  of  the  ge- 
neral reason  on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  its  propriety  and 
importance  are  greatly  increased  by  the  nature  of  the  impeach- 
ing power.  The  power  of  arraigning  the  high  officers,  of  go- 
vernment, before  a tribunal  whose  sentence  may  expel  them 
from  their  seats  and  brand  them  as  infamous,  is  eminently  a po- 
pular remedy— a remedy  designed  to  be  employed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  private  right  and  public  liberty,  against  the  abuses  of 
injustice  and  the  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power.  But  the 
framers  of  the  constitution  were  also  undoubtedly  aware,  that 
this  formidable  instrument  had  been,  and  might  be  abused:  and 
that  from  its  very  nature,  an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  whatever  might  be  its  result,  would  in  most 
cases  be  accompanied  by  so  much  of  dishonor  and  reproach, 
solicitude  and  suffering,  as  to  make  the  power  of  preferring  it, 
one  of  the  highest  solemnity  and  importance.  It  was  due  to  both 
these  considerations,  that  the  impeaching  power  should  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  those  who,  from  the  mode  of -their  elec- 
tion and  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would  most  accurately  ex- 
press the  popular  will,  and  at  the  same  time  be  most  directly 
and  speedily  amenable  to  the  people. 

The  theory  of  these  wise  and  benignant  intentions  is  in  the 
present  case,  effectually  defeated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  se- 
nate. The  members  of  that  body  represent,  not  the  people,  but 
the  states:  and  though  they  are  undoubtedly  responsible  to  the 
states,  yet,  from  their  extended  term  of  service,  the  effect  of 
that  responsibility,  during  the  whole  period  of  that  term,  must 
very  much  depend  upon  their  own  impressions  of  its  obligatory 
force.  When  a body,  thus  constituted  expresses,  beforehand, 
its  opinion  in  a particular  case,  and  thus  indirectly  invites  a 
prosecution,  it  not  only  assumes  a power  intended  for  wise 
reasons  to  be  confined  to  others,  but  it  shields  the  latter  from 
that  exclusive  and  personal  responsibility  under  which  it  was 
intended  to  be  exercised,  and  reverses  the  whole  scheme  of 
this  part  of  the  constitution. 

Such  would  be  some  of  the  objections  to  this  procedure,  even 
if  it  were  admitted  that  there  is  just  ground  for  imputing  to  the 
president  the  offences  charged  in  the  resolution.  But,  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  house  of  representatives  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  charging  them  upon  him,  and  shall 
therefore  deem  it  improper  to  prefer  an  impeachment,  then  will 
the  violation  of  privilege  as  it  respects  that  house,  of  justice  as 
it  regards  the  president,  and  of  the  constitution,  as  it  relates  to 
both,  be  only  the  more  conspicuous  and  impressive. 

The  constitutional  mode  of  procedure  on  an  impeachment 
has  not  only  been  wholly  disregarded,  but  some  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  natural  right  and  enlightened  jurisprudence,  have  been 
violated  in  the  very  form  of  the  resolution.  It  carefully  abstains 
from  averring  in  which  of  “the  late  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  public  revenue,  the  president  has  assumed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
laws.”  It  carefully  abstains  from  specifying  v)hat  laws  or  what 
parts  of  the  constitution  have  been  violated.  Why  was  not  the 
certainty  of  the  offence — “the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusa- 
tion”— set  out  in  the  manner  required  in  the  constitution,  be- 
fore even  the  humblest  individual,  for  the  smallest  crime,  can 
be  exposed  to  condemnation?  Such  a specification  was  due  to 
the  accused,  that  he  might  direct  his  defence  to  the  real  points 
of  attack;  to  the  people,  that  they  might  clearly  understand  in 
what  particulars  their  institutions  had  been  violated;  and  to  the 
truth  and  certainty  of  our  public  annals.  As  the  record  now 


stands,  whilst  the  resolution  plainly  charges  upon  the  president 
at  least  one  act  of  usurpation  in  “the  late  executive  proceed- 
ings in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,”  and  is  so  framed  that 
those  senators  who  believe  that  one  such  act,  and  only  one, 
had  been  committed,  could  assent  to  it,  its  language  is  yet  broad 
enough  to  include  several  such  acts;  and  so  it  may  have  been 
regarded  by  some  of  those  who  voted  for  it.  But  though  the 
accusation  is  thus  comprehensive  in  the  censures  it  implies, 
there  is  no  such  certainty  of  time,  place,  or  circumstance,  .as  to 
exhibit  the  particular  conclusion  of  factor  law  which  induced 
any  one  senator  to  vote  for  it.  And  it  may  well  have  happened, 
that  whilst  one  senator  believed  that  some  particular  act  em- 
braced in  the  resolution,  was  an  arbitary  and  unconstitutional 
assumption  of  power,  others  of  the  majority  may  have  deemed 
that  very  act  both  constitutional  and  expedient,  or  if  not  expe- 
dient, yet  still  within  the  pale  of  the  constitution.  And  thus  a 
majority  of  the  senators  may  have  been  enabled  to  concur,  in  a 
vague  and  undefined  accusation,  that  the  president,  in  the 
course  of  “the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue,”  had  violated  the  constitution  and  laws;  whilst,  if 
a separate  vote  had  been  taken  in  respect  to  each  particular 
act,  included  within  the  general  terms,  the  accusers  of  the  pre- 
sident might,  on  any  such  vote,  have  been  found  in  the  mino- 
rity. 

Still  further  to  exemplify  this  feature  of  the  proceeding,  it  is 
important  to  be  remarked,  that  the  resolution,  as  originally  of- 
fered to  the  senate,  specified,  with  adequate  precision  certain 
acts  of  the  president,  which  it  denounced  as  a violation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws;  and  that  it  was  not  until  the  very  close 
of  the  debate,  and  when,  perhaps,  it  was  apprehended  that  a 
majority  might  not  sustain  the  specific  accusation  contained  in 
it,  that  the  resolution  was  so  modified  as  to  assume  its  present 
form.  A more  striking  illustration  of  the  soundness  and  neces- 
sity of  the  rules  which  forbid  vague  and  indefinite  generalities, 
and  require  a reasonable  certainty  in  all  judicial  allegations, 
and  a more  glaring  instance  of  the  violation  of  those  rules,  has 
seldom  been  exhibited. 

In  this  view  of  the  resolution  it  must  certainly  be  regarded, 
not  as  a vindication  of  any  particular  provision  of  the  law  or 
the  constitution,  but  simply  as  an  official  rebuke  or  condemna- 
tory sentence,  too  general  and  indefinite  to  be  easily  repelled, 
but  yet  sufficiently  precise  to  bring  into  discredit  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  the  executive.  But  whatever  it  may  have  been 
intended  to  accomplish,  it  is  obvious  that  the  vague,  general 
and  abstract  form  of  the  resolution,  is  in  perfect  keeping  with 
those  other  departures  from  first  principles  and  settled  improve- 
ments in  jurisprudence,  so  properly  the  boast  of  free  countries 
in  modern  times.  And  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  of  the  wholp 
of  these  proceedings,  that  if  they  shall  be  approved  and  sustain- 
ed by  an  intelligent  people,  then  will  that  great  contest  with  ar- 
bitrary power,  which' had  established  in  statutes,  in  bills  of 
rights,  in  sacred  charters,  and  in  constitutions  of  government, 
the  right  of  every  citizen,  to  a notice  before  trial,  to  a hearing 
before  conviction,  and  to  an  impartial  tribunal  for  deciding  on 
the  charge,  have  been  waged  in  vain 

If  the  resolution  had  been  left  in  its  original  form,  it  is  not  to 
be  presumed  that  it  could  ever  have  received  the  assent  of  a 
majority  of  the  senate,  for  the  acts  therein  specified  as  violations 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  were  clearly  within  the  limits  of 
the  executive  authority.  They  are  the  “dismissing  the  late  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his 
sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  U.  States  in 
deposite  with  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  in 
conformity  w’ith  the  president’s  opinion;  and  appointing  his 
successor  to  effect  such  removal — which  has  been  done.”  But 
as  no  other  specification  has  been  substituted,  and  as  these 
were  the  “executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  reve- 
nue,” principally  referred  to  in  the  course  of  the  discussion, 
they  will  doubtless  be  generally  regarded  as  the  acts  intended  to 
be  denounced  as  “an  assumption  of  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  or  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.” 
It  is  therefore  due  to  the  occasion  that  a condensed  summary  of 
the  views  of  the  executive  in  respect  to  them,  should  be  here 
exhibited. 

By  the  constitution,  “the  executive  power  is  invested  in  a 
president  of  the  United  States.”  Among  the  duties  imposed 
upon  him,  and  which  he  is  sworn  to  perform,  is  that  of  “taking 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.”  Being  thus  made 
responsible  for  the  entire  action  of  the  executive  department, 
it  was  but  reasonable  that  the  power  of  appointing,  overseeing 
and  controling  those  who  execute  the  laws— a power  in  its  na- 
ture executive — should  remain  in  his  hands.  It  is,  therefore, 
not  only  his  right,  but  the  constitution  m.akes  it  his  duty,  to 
“nominate,  and  by  and  wilh  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  se- 
nate appoint,”  all  “officers  of  the  United  States  whose  appoint- 
ments are  not  in  the  constitution  otherwise  provided  for,”  wilh 
a proviso  that  the  appointment  of  inferior  officers  may  be  vest- 
ed in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  justice,,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments. 

The  executive  power  vested  in  the  senate,  is  neither  that  of 
“nominating”  nor  “appointing.”  It  is  merely  a check  upon 
the  executive  power  of  appdiritment.  If  individuals  are  pro- 
posed for  appointment  by  the  president,  by  them  deemed  in- 
competent or  unworthy,  they  may  withhold  their  consent,  and 
the  appointment  cannot  be  made.  They  check  the  action  of 
the  executive,  but  cannot,  in  relation  to  those  very  suh'iects, 
act  tliemselves,  nor  direct  him.  .^elections  are  still  made  by 
the  president,  and  the  negative  given  to  the  senate,  without  di- 


NILES’  REGISTER— APRIL  26,  1834— PRESIDENT’S  PROTEST. 


141 


Riinishiiig  his  responsibility,  furnishes  an  additional  guarantee 
to  the  country  that  the  subordinate  executive,  as  well  as  the 
judicial  offices,  shall  be  filled  with  worlhy  and  competent  men. 

The  whole  executive  power  being  vested  in  the  president, 
who  is  responsible  for  its  exercise,  it  is  a necessary  conse- 
quence, that  he  should  have  a right  to  employ  agents  of  his  own 
choice  to  aid  him  in  the  perlorinance  of  liis  duties,  and  to  dis- 
charge them  when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible  for 
their  acts,  in  strict  accordance  with  this  principle,  the  power 
of  removal,  which,  like  that  of  appointment,  I's  an  original  exe- 
cutive power,  is  left  unchecked  by  the  constitution  in  relation 
to  all  executive  officers,  for  whose  conduct  the  president  is  re- 
sponsible, while  it  is  taken  from  him  in  relation  to  judicial  of- 
ficers, for  whose  acts  he  is  not  responsible.  In  the  government 
from  which  many  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  system 
are  derived,  the  head  of  the  executive  department  originally 
had  power  to  appoint  and  remove  at  will  all  officers,  executive 
and  judicial,  it  was  to  take  the  judges  out  of  this  general  pow- 
er of  removal,  and  thus  make  them  independent  of  the  execu- 
tive, that  the  tenure  of  their  offices  was  changed  to  good  beha- 
viour. Nor  is  it  conceivable,  why  they  are  placed,  in  our  con- 
stitution, upon  a tenure  ditt'erent  from  that  of  all  other  officers 
appointed  by  the  executive,  unless  it  be  for  the  same  purpose. 

But  if  there  were  any  just  ground  or  doubt  on  the  face  of  the 
constitution,  whether  all  executive  officers  are  removable  at  the 
will  of  the  president,  it  is  obviated  by  the  contemporaneous 
construction  of  the  instrument,  and  the  uniform  practice  under 
it. 

The  power  of  removal  was  a topic  of  solemn  debate  in  the 
congress  of  1789,  while  organizing  the  adminislralive  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  it  was  finally  decided,  that  the 
president  derived  from  the  constitution,  the  power  of  removal, 
so  far  as  it  regards  that  department  for  whose  acts  he  is  respon- 
sible. Although  the  debate  covered  the  whole  ground,  embrac- 
ing the  treasury  as  well  as  all  the  other  executive  departments, 
it  arose  on  a motion  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  to  establish  a depart- 
ment of  foreign  affairs,  since  called  the  department  of  state,  a 
clause  declaring  the  secretary  “to  be  removable  from  office  by 
the  president  of  the  United  States.”  After  that  motion  had 
been  decided  in  the  negative,  it  was  perceived  that  these  words 
did  not  convey  the  sense  of  the  house  of  representatives,  in  re- 
lation to  the  true  source  of  the  power  of  removal.  With  the 
avowed  object  of  preventing  any  future  inference,  that  this  pow- 
er was  exercised  by  the  president  in  virtue  of  a grant  from  con- 
gress, when  in  fact  that  body  considered  it  as  derived  from  the 
constitution,  the  words  which  had  been  the  subject  of  debate 
were  struck  out,  and  in  lieu  thereof  a clause  was  inserted  in  a 
provision  concerning  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  which 
declared  that  “whenever  the  said  principal  officer  shall  be  re- 
moved from-office  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  other  case  of  vacancy,”  the  chief  clerk  should,  during  such 
vacancy,  have  charge  of  the  papers  of  the  office.  This  change 
having  been  made  for  the  express  purpose  of  declaring  the  sense 
of  congress,  that  the  president  derived  the  power  of  removal 
from  the  constitution,  the  act  as  it  passed  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  a full  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  legislature  on 
this  important  part  of  the  American  constitution. 

Here  then  we  have  the  concurrent  authority  of  president 
Washington,  of  the  senate,  and  the  house  of  representatives, 
numbers  of  whom  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  convention 
which  framed  the  constitution,  and  in  the  state  conventions, 
which  adopted  it,  that  the  president  derived  an  unqualified 
power  of  removal  fronr  that  instrument  itself,  which  is  “beyond 
the  reach  ol  legislative  authority.”  Upon  this  principle  the  go- 
vernment has  now  been  steadily  administered  for  about  forty- 
five  years,  during  which  there  have  been  numerous  removals 
made  by  the  president  or  by  his  direction,  embracing  every  grade 
of  executive  officers,  from  the  heads  "of  departments  to  the 
messengers  of  bureaus. 

The  treasury  department,  in  the  discussions  of  1789,  was  con- 
sidered on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  executive  departments, 
and  in  the  act  establishing  it,  the  precise  words  were  incorpo- 
rated indicative  of  the  sense  of  congress,  that  the  president  de- 
rives his  power  to  remove  the  secretary  from  the  constitution, 
which  appear  in  the  act  establishing  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs.  An  assistant  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  created,  and 
it  was  provided  that  he  should  take  charge  of  the  books  and  pa- 
pers of  the  department“whenever  thftsecretary  shall  be  remov- 
ed from  office  by  the  president  of  the  United  States.”  The  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  being  appointed  by  the  president,  and 
being  considered  as  constitutionally  removable  by  him,  it  ap- 
pears never  to  have  occurred  to  any  one  in  the  congress  of  1789, 
or  since,  until  very  recently,  that  he  was  other  than  an  execu- 
tive officer,  the  mere  instrument  of  the  chief  magistrate  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  subject,  like  all  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments, to  his  supervision  and  control.  No  such  idea  as  an  olfi- 
cer  of  the  congress  can  be  found  in  the  constitution,  or  appears 
to  have  suggested  itself  to  those  who  organized  the  government. 
There  are  officers  of  each  house,  the  appointment  of  which  is 
authorised  by  the  constitution,  but  all  officers  referred  to  in  that 
instrument,  as  coming  within  the  appointing  power  of  the  pre- 
sident, whether  established  thereby  or  created  by  law,  are  “offi- 
cers of  the  United  States.”  No  joint  power  of  appoinlinent  is 
given  to  the  two  houses  of  congress,  nor  is  there  any  accounta- 
bility to  them  as  one  body,  but  as  soon  as  any  office  is  created 
by  law,  of  whatever  name  or  character,  the  appointment  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  fill  it,  devolves  by  the  constitution  upon 
the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  unless 


it  be  an  inferior  office,  and  the  appointment  be  vested  by  the 
law  itself  “in  the  president  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments.” 

But  at  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, an  incident  occurred  which  distinctly  evinces  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  first  congress  in  the  principle  that  the 
treasury  department  is  wholly  executive  in  its  character  and  re- 
sponsibilities. A motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  “to  digest  and  re- 
port plans  for  the  improvement  and  management  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  for  the  support  of  public  credit,”  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  give  the  executive  department  of  the  government  too 
much  ’.nfiuence  and  power  in  congress.  The  motion  was  not 
opposed  on  the  ground  that  the  secretary  was  the  officer  of  con- 
gress and  responsible  to  that  body,  which  would  have  been  con- 
clusive, if  admitted,  but  on  other  grounds  which  conceded  his 
executive  character  throughout.  The  whole  discussion  evinces 
an  unanimous  concurrence  in  the  principle,  that  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  is  wholly  an  executive  officer,  and  the  struggle 
of  the  minority  was  to  restrict  his  power  as  such. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present,  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, the  treasurer,  register,  comptrollers,  auditors  and  clerks, 
who  fill  the  ofiices  of  that  department,  have  in  the  practice  of 
the  government,  been  considered  and  treated  as  on  the  same 
footing  with  corresponding  grades  of  officers  in  all  the  other  exe- 
cutive depaitmenls. 

The  custody  of  the  public  property,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  legislative  authority,  has  always  been 
considered  an  appropriate  function  of  the  executive  department 
in  this  and  all  other  governments.  In  accordance  with  this 
principle,  every  species  of  property  belonging  to  the  U.  States, 
(excepting  that  whicli  is  in  the  use  of  the  several  co-ordinate 
departments  of  the  government,  as  means  to  aid  them  in  per- 
forming their  appropriate  functions),  is  in  charge  of  officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  whether  it  be  lands,  or  buildings,  or 
merchandise,  or  provisions,  or  clothing,  or  arms  and  munitions 
of  war.  The  superintendents  and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  president,  responsible  to  him,  and  removable  at 
his  will. 

Public  money  is  but  a species  of  public  property.  It  cannot 
be  raised  by  taxation  or  customs,  nor  brought  into  the  treasury 
in  any  other  way,  except  by  law;  but  whenever  or  howsoever 
obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been,  and  always  must  be,  un- 
less the  constitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the  executive  de- 
partment.— No  officer  can  be  created  by  congress  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose  appoiivtment  would  not,  by 
the  constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  president,  and  who 
would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
his  duties.  The  legislative  power  n»ay  undoubtedly  bind  hin> 
and  the  president,  by  any  laws  they  may  think  proper  to  enact; 
they  may  prescribe  in  what  place  particular  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic money  shall  be  kept,and  for  what  reason  it  shall  be  removed, 
as  they  may  direct  that  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be  kept 
in  particular  stores;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  see 
that  the  law  is  faithfully  executed — yet  will  the  custody  remain 
in  the  executive  department  of  the  government.  Were  the  con- 
gress to  assume,  with  or  without  a legislative  act  the  power  of 
appointing  officers  independently  of  the  president,  to  take  charge 
and  custody  of  the  public  property  contained  in  the  military  and 
naval  arsenals,  m.igazines  and  storehouses,  it  is  believed  that 
such  an  act  would  be  regarded  by  all  as  a palpable  usurpation  of 
executive  power,  subversive  of  the  form  as  well  as  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  our  government.  But  where  is  the  differ- 
ence in  principle  whether  the  public  property  be  in  the  form  of 
arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies  or  in  gold  and  silver,  or 
bank  notes.^  None  can  be  perceived — none  is  believed  to  exist. 
Congress  cannot,  therefore  take,  out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu«- 
tive  department,  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or  money, 
without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  and  a subversion  of 
the  first  principles  of  the  constitution. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States  have  never  passed  an  ac> 
imperatively  directing  that  the  public  moneys  shall  be  kept  ii» 
any  particular  place  or  places.  From  the  origin  of  the  govern- 
ment to  the  year  1816,  the  statute  book  was  wholly  silent  on 
the  subject.  In  1789,  a treasurer  was  created,  subordinate  to 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  through  him  to  the  president. 
— He  was  required  to  give  bond,  safely  to  keep,  and  faithfully 
to  disburse  the  public  moneys,  without  any  direction  as  to  the 
manner  or  places  in  which  they  should  be  kept.  By  reference 
to  the  practice  of  the  government,  it  is  found,  that  from  its  first 
organization,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  acting  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  president,  designated  the  places  in  which  the 
public  moneys  should  be  kept,  and  specially  directed  all  trans- 
fers from  place  to  place.  This  practice  was  continued,  with 
the  silent  acquiescence  of  congress,  from  1789,  down  to  1816; 
and  although  many  banks  were  selected  and  discharged,  and  al- 
though a portion  of  the  moneys  were  first  placed  in  the  state 
banks,  and  then  in  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  dissolution  of  that,  were  again  transferred  to  the  state 
banks,  no  legislation  was  thought  necessary  by  congress,  and 
all  the  operations  were  originated  and  perfected  by  executive 
authority.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury,  responsible  to  the 
president,  and  with  his  approbation,  made  contracts  and  ar- 
rangements in  relation  to  the  whole  subject  matter,  which  was 
thus  entirely  committed  to  the  direction  of  the  president,iinder 
his  responsibilities  to  tlie  American  people,  and  to  those  who 
were  authorised  to  impeach  and  punish  him  for  any  breach  of 
this  important  trust. 
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The  act  of  1816,  establishing  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
directed  the  deposiies  of  public  money  to  be  made  in  that  bank 
and  its  branches,  in  places  in  which  the  said  banks  and  branch- 
es thereof  may  be  established,  “unless  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury should  other  wise  order  and  direct,”  in  which  eveirt,  lie 
was  required  to  give  his  reasons  to  congress.  This  was  but 
a.conlinuation  of  his  pre-existing  powers  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ecutive department,  to  direct  where  the  deposites  should  be 
made,  with  the  superadded  obligation  of  giving  his  reasons  to 
congress  for  making  them  elsewhere  than  in  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches.  It  is  not  to  be  considered  that 
this  provision  in  any  degree  altered  the  relation  between  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  and  the  president,  as  the  reponsible 
head  of  the  executive  department,  or  released  the  latter  from 
his  constitutional  obligation  to  “take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith 
fully  executed.”  On  the  contrary,  it  increased  his  reponsibili- 
ties,  by  adding  another  to  the  long  lists  of  laws,  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  carry  into  effect. 

It  would  be  an  extraordinary  result,  if,  because  the  person 
charged  by  law  with  a public  duty,  is  one  of  the  secretaries,  it 
were  less  thedutyofthe  president  to  see  that  law  faithfully 
executed,  than  other  laws  enjoining  duties  upon  subordinate 
officers  or  private  citizens.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  would 
seem  that  the  obligation  is  the  stronger  in  relation  to  the  former, 
because  the  neglect  is  in  his  presence,  and  the  teniedy  at  hand. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was  the  legal  duty  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  to  order  and  direct  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  be  made  elsewhere  than  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  whenever  sufficient  reasons  existed  for  making  change. 
If,  in  such  a case,  he  neglected  or  refused  to  act,  he  would  ne- 
glect or  refuse  to  execute  the  law. 

What  would  then  be  the  sworn  duty  of  the  president?  Could 
he  say  that  the  constitution  did  not  bind  him  to  see  the  law 
faithfully  executed,  because  it  was  one  of  his  secretaries,  and 
not  himself  upon  whotn  the  service  was  specially  imposed? 
Might  he  not  be  asked  whether  there  was  any  such  limitation 
to  his  obligations  prescribed  in  the  constitution?  Whether  he 
is  not  equally  bound  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  ex- 
ecuted, whether  they  impose  duties  on  the  highest  officer  of 
state,  or  the  lowest  subordinate  in  any  of  the  departments? 
Might  he  not  he  told,  that  it  was  for  the  sole  purpose  of  causing 
all  executive  officers,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  faithfully 
to  perform  the  services  required  of  them  by  law— that  the  peo- 
ple ofthe  United  States  have  made  him  their  chief  magistrate, 
and  the  constitution  has  clothed  him  with  the  entire  executive 
power  of  this  government?  Ttie  principles  implied  in  these 
questions  appear  too  plain  to  need  elucidation. 

But  here,  also,  we  have  a coientporaneous  construction  of 
the  act,  which  shows  that  it  was  not  understood  as  in  any  way 
changing  the  relations  between  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  or  .as  placing  the  latter  out  of  executive  control, 
even  in  relation  to  the  deposites  of  the  public  money.  Nor  on 
this  point  are  we  left  to  any  equivocal  testimony.  The  docu- 
ments of  the  treasury  department  show  that  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  did  apply  to  the  president,  and  obtain  his  approba- 
tion and  sanction  to  the  origitial  transfer  of  the  public  deposites 
to  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  did  carry  the 
measure  into  effect  in  obedience  to  his  decision.  They  also 
show  that  transfers  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  branches 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  state  banks  at  Chillicothe, 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville  in  1819,  were  made  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  president,  and  by  his  authority.  They  show,  that 
upon  all  important  questions  appertaining  to  his  department, 
whether  they  related  to  the  public  deposites  or  other  matters,  it 
was  the  constant  practice  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  ob- 
tain for  his  acts  the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  president. 

These  acts,  and  the  principles  on  which  they  were  founded, 
were  known  to  all  the  departments  of  the  government,  to  con- 
gress, and  the  country,  and,  until  very  recently,  appear  never 
to  have  been  called  in  question. 

Thus  was  it  settled  by  the  constitution,  the  laws,  and  the 
whole  practice  of  the  government,  that  the  entire  executive 
power  is  vested  in  the  president  of  the  United  .States;  that  as 
incident  to  that  power,  the  right  of  appointing  atid  removing 
those  officers  who  are  to  aid  hiui  in  the  execution  ofthe  laws, 
with  such  restrictions  only  as  the  constitution  prescribes,  is 
vested  in  the  president;  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  one 
of  those  officers;  that  the  custody  of  the  public  property  and 
money  is  an  executive  function,  which,  in  relation  to  the  mo- 
ney, has  always  been  exercised  through  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  his  subordinates;  that  in  the  perforinance  of  these 
duties,  he  is  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  presi- 
dent, and  in  all  important  measures  having  relation  to  them, 
consults  the  chief  magistrate,  and  obtains  his  approval  and 
sanction;  that  the  law  establishing  the  bank,  did  not  as  it  could 
not,  change  the  relation  between  the  president  and  the  secreta- 
ry, did  not  release  the.former  from  his  obligation  to  see  the  law 
faithfully  executed,  nor  the  latter  from  the  president’s  sup(?rvi- 
sLon  and  control;  that  afterwards,  and  before,  the  secretary  did 
in  fact  consult,  and  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  president,  to 
transfers  and  removals  of  the  public  deposites,  and  that  all  de- 
partments ofthe  government,  and  the  nation  itself,  a[)proved  or 
acquiesced  in  these  acts  :tnd  principles,  as  in  strict  conformity 
with  our  constitution  and  laws.  During  the  last  year,  the  ap- 
proaching termination,  accf>rding  to  the  provisions  of  its  char- 
ter, and  the  solemn  decisiort  of  the  American  people,  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  made  it  expedient,  and  its  exposed 
abuses  and  corruptions,  made  it  in  my  opinion,  the  duty  of  the 


secretary  of  the  treasury,  to  place  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  other  depositories.  The  secretary  did  not  concur  in 
that  opinion,  and  declined  giving  the  necessary  order  and  direc- 
tion. So  glaring  were  the  abuses  and  corruption  of  the  bank, 
so  evident  its  fixed  purpose  to  persevere  in  them,  and  so  palpa- 
ble its  design,  by  its  money  and  power,  to  control  the  govern- 
rnent  and  change  its  character,  that  I deemed  it  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  executive  authority,  by  the  exertion  of  every  power 
confided  to  it  by  the  consiitution  and  laws,  to  check  its  career, 
and  lessen  iis  ability  to  do  mischief,  even  in  the  painful  alter- 
native of  dismissing  the  head  of  one  of  the  departments.  At 
the  lime  the  removal  was  m.ade,  other  causes  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify it  existed;  but  if  they  had  not,  the  secretary  would  have 
been  dismissed  for  this  cause  only. 

His  place  1 supplied  by  one  whose  opinions  were  well  known 
to  me,  and  whose  frank  expression  of  them,  in  another  situa- 
tion, and  whose  generous  sacrifices  of  interest  and  feeling, 
when  unexpectedly  called  to  the  station  he  now  occupies, 
ought  forever  to  have  shielded  his  motives  from  suspicion,  and 
his  character  from  reproach.  In  accordance  with  the  opinions 
long  before  expressed  by  him,  he  proceeded,  with  my  sanction, 
to  make  arrangements  for  depositing  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  other  safe  institutions. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate,  as  originally  framed,  and  as 
passed  if  it  refers  to  these  acts,  presupposes  a right  in  that  body 
to  interfere  with  this  exercise  of  executive  power.  If  the  prin- 
ciple be  once  admitted,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  where  it 
may  end.  If,  by  a mere  denunciation  like  this  resolution,  the 
president  should  ever  be  induced  to  act,  in  a matter  of  official 
duty,  contrary  to  the  honest  convictions  of  his  own  mind,  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  senate,  the  constitutional 
independence  of  the  executive  department  would  be  as  eflTectu- 
ally  destroyed,  and  its  power  as  effectually  transferred  to  the 
senate,  as  if  that  end  had  been  accomplished  by  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution. 

But  if  the  senate  have  a right  to  interfere  with  the  executive 
powers,  they  have  also  the  right  to  make  that  interference  effec- 
tive; and  if  the  assertion  of  the  power  implied  in  the  resolution 
be  silently  acquiesced  in,  we  may  reasonably  apprehend  that  it 
will  be  followed,  at  some  future  day,  by  an  attempt  at  actual 
enforcement.  The  senate  may  refuse,  except  on  the  condition 
that  he  will  surrender  his  opinions  to  theirs  and  obey  their  will, 
to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions,  to  pass  the  ne- 
cessary laws,  to  sanction  appropriations  proposed  by  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  to  confirm  proper  nominations  made  by 
the  president.  It  has  already  been  maintained  (and  it  js  not 
conceivable  that  the  resolution  of  the  senate  can  be  based  on 
any  other  principle)  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  the 
officer  of  congress,  and  independent  of  the  president;  that  the 
president  has  no  right  to  control  him,  and  consequently  none 
to  remove  him.  With  the  same  propriety,  and  on  similar 
grounds,  may  the  secretary  of  state,  the  secretaries  of  war  and 
navy,  and  the  postmaster  general,  each  in  succession,  be  de- 
clared independent  of  the  president,  the  subordinates  of  con- 
gress, and  removable  only  w'ilh  the  concurrence  of  the  senate. 
Followed  to  its  consequences,  this  principle  will  be  found  effec- 
tually to  destroy  one  co  ordinate  department  of  the  government, 
to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  senate  the  whole  executive 
power,  and  to  leave  the  president  as  powerless  as  he  would  be 
useless — the  shadow  of  authority,  after  the  substance  had  de- 
parted. 

The  time  and  the  occasion  which  have  called  forth  the  reso- 
lution of  the  senate,  seem  to  impose  upon  me  an  additional  ob- 
ligation not  to  pass  it  over  in  silence.  Nearly  forty- five  years 
h.ad  the  president  exercised,  without  a question  as  to  his  right- 
ful authority,  those  powers  for  the  recent  .assumption  of  which 
he  is  now  denounced.  The  vicissitudes  of  peace  and  war  had 
attended  our  government;  violent  parties,  watchful  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  any  seeming  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, had  distracted  our  councils;  frequent  removals,  or  forced 
resignations,  in  every  sense  tantamount  to  removals,  had  been 
made  of  the  secretary  and  other  officers  of  the  treasury;  and 
yet,  in  no  one  inst.ance  is  it  known,  that  any  man,  whether  pa- 
triot or  partisan,  had  raised  his  voice  against  it  as  a violation  of 
the  constitution.  The  expediency  and  justice  of  such  changes, 
in  reference  to  public  officers  of  nli  grades,  have  frequently  been 
the  topics  of  discussion;  but  the  constitutional  right  of  the  pre- 
sident to  appoint,  control,  and  remove  the  head  ofthe  treasury, 
as  well  as  all  other  departments,  seems  to  have  been  universal- 
ly conceded.  And  what  is  the  occasion  upon  which  other  prin- 
ciples have  been  first  officially  asserted?  The  bank  of  the 
United  States,  a great  moneyed  monopoly,  had  attempted  to 
obtain  a renewal  of  its  charier,  by  controlling  the  elections  of 
the  people  and  the  action  of  the  government.  The  use  of  its 
corporate  funds  and  power  in  that  attempt,  was  fully  disclosed; 
and  it  was  made  known  to  the  president  that  the  corporation 
was  putting  in  train  the  same  course  of  measures,  with  the 
view  of  making  another  vigorous  effort,  through  an  interference 
in  the  elections  of  the  people,  to  control  public  opinion  and 
force  the  government  to  yield  to  its  demands. 

This,  with  its  corruption  ofthe  press,  its  violation  of  its  char- 
ter, its  exclusion  of  the  government  directors  from  its  proceed- 
ings, its  neglect  of  duty  and  arrogant  pretensions,  made  it,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  president,  incompatible  with  the  public  in- 
terest and  the  safety  of  our  institutions,  that  it  should  be  longer 
employed  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  treasury.  A secretary  of 
the  treasury,  appointed  in  the  recess  ofthe  senate,  who  had  not 
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been  confirmed  by  that  body,  and  whom  the  president  might  or 
might  not  at  liis  pleasure  nominate  to  them,  refused  to  d<»  what 
his  superior  ill  the  executive  department  considered  the  most 
imperative  ofliis  duties,  and  became  in  (act,  however  innocent 
his  motives,  the  protector  of  the  bank.  And  on  tliis  occasion 
it  is  discovered  for  tlie  first  time,  that  those  who  framed  ilie 
constitution  misunderstood  it;  tliat  the  first  congress  and  all  its 
successors  have  been  under  u delusion;  that  the  practice  of 
near  forty-five  years  is  but  a continued  usurpation;  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  is  not  responsible  to  the  president;  and 
that  to  remove  him  is  a violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws, 
for  which  the  president  deserves  to  stand  forever  dishonored 
on  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

There  are  also  some  other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
discussion  and  passage  of  the  resolution,  to  wliich  1 feel  it  to 
be,  not  only  my  right,  but  my  duly  to  refer.  It  appears  by  the 
journal  of  the  senate,  that  among  tlie  twenty  six  senators  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  on  its  final  passage,  and  who  had  sup 
ported  it  in  debate,  in  its  original  form,  were  one  of  the  sena- 
tors from  the  state  of  Maine,  the  two  senators  from  New  Jer 
sey,  and  one  of  the  senators  from  Oiiio.  It  also  appears  by  the 
same  journal,  and  by  the  files  of  the  senate,  that  ihe  legislature 
of  these  stales  had  severally  expressed  their  opinions  in  respect 
to  the  executive  proceedings  drawn  in  questiori  before  the  se- 
nate. 

The  two  branches  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine,  on 
the  25lh  of  January,  1834,  passed  a preamble  and  series  of  reso- 
lutions in  the  following  words: 

“ IFAereas,  at  an  early  period  after  the  election  of  Andrew 
Jackson  to  the  presidency,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  uniformly  expressed,  the  attention  of  congress 
was  called  to  the  constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  United  Slates  bank:  And  whereas, 
the  bank  has  transcended  its  chartered  limits  in  the  manage- 
ment of  its  business  transactions,  and  has  abandoned  the  ob 
ject  of  its  creation,  by  engaging  in  political  controversies,  by 
wielding  its  power  and  infiuence  to  embarrass  the  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government,  and  by  bringing  insolvency  and 
distress  upon  the  commercial  conununily.  And  whereas,  the 
public  security  from  such  an  institution  consists  less  in  its  pre- 
sent pecuniary  capacity  to  discharge  its  liabilities  than  in  the 
fidelity  with  which  Hie  trusts  reposed  in  it  have  been  executed: 
And  whereas,  the  abuse  and  misapplication  of  the  powers  con- 
ferred have  destroyed  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  Ihe  offi- 
cers of  the  bank,  and  demonstrated  that  such  powers  endanger 
the  stability  of  republican  institutions:  'I'iicrelbre,  Resolved, 
7’hat  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  as  well  as  in  the  manner  of  their  removal, 
we  recognize  in  the  administration  an  adherence  to  constitu- 
tional rights,  and  the  performance  of  a public  duty. 

^^Resolved,  That  this  legislature  entertain  the  same  opinion 
as  heretofore  expressed  by  preceding  legislatures  of  this  state, 
that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  ouglit  not  to  be  rechartered.” 
“Resolved,  That  the  senators  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  StAtes  be  instructed,  and  the  representatives  be  re- 
quested, to  oppose  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  bank.” 

On  the  llth  of  January,  1834,  the  house  of  assembly  and 
council  composing  the  legislauire  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
passed  a preamble  and  a series  of  resolutions  in  the  following 
words: 

“IVhtrcas  the  present  crisis  in  our  public  affairs  calls  fora 
decided  expression  of  the  voice  of  the  people  of  this  state:  and 
whereas  we  consider  it  the  undoubted  right  of  the  legislatu.'e 
of  the  several  states  to  instruct  those  who  represent  their  inter- 
ests in  the  council  of  the  nation,  in  all  matters  vvliieh  intimate- 
ly concern  the  public  weal,  and  may  affect  the  happiness  or 
well  being  of  the  people:  Therefore 
“1.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  this 
state.  That  while  we  acknowledge  with  feelings  of  devout  gra- 
titude our  obligations  to  the  Great  Ruler  of  nations  for  his  mer- 
cies to  us  as  a people,  that  we  have  been  preserved  alike  from 
foreign  war,  from  the  evils  of  internal  commotions,  and  the 
machinations  of  designing  and  anibiiious  men  who  would  pros 
trate  the  fair  fabric  of  our  union;  that  we  ought,  nevertheless, 
to  humble  ourselves  in  His  presence  and  implore  His  aid  for 
the  perpetuation  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  for  a conti- 
nuance of  that  unexampled  prosperity  which  our  country  lias 
hitherto  enjoyed. 

“•2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
integrity  and  firmness  of  the  venerable  patriot  who  now  holds 
the  distinguished  post  of  chief  magistrate  of  this  nation,  and 
whose  purity  of  purpose  and  elevated  motives  have  so  oftmi  re- 
ceived the  unqualified  approbation  of  a large  majority  of  his 
fellow  citizens. 

“3.  Resolved,  That  we  view  with  agitation  and  alarm  Ihe  ex- 
istence of  a great  moneyed  incorporation,  which  threatens  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  the  government,  and  by  means  of 
its  unbounded  influence  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  to 
scatter  distress  and  ruin  throughout  the  community;  and,  that 
we,  therefore,  solemnly  believe  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  he  rechartered. 

“4.  Resolved,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed, , 
and  our  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  be  requested 
to  sustain,  by  their  votes  and  influence,  the  cour.«e  adopted  by 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Taney,  in  relation  to  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  deposites  of  the  government  mo- 
neys, believing  as  we  do  tile  course  of  the  secretary  to  have 


been  constitutional,  and  that  the  public  good  required  its  adop- 
tion. 

“5.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  forward  a 
copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and  re- 
presentatives from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
tiiates.” 

On  the  21st  day  of  February  last,  the  legislature  of  the  same 
.state  reiter.iied  the  opinions  and  iiistruclions  before  given  by 
joint  resolutions,  in  the  following  words: 

“Resolved  by  the  council  and  general  assembly  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  'I’iiat  they  do  adhere  to  the  resolutions  passed  by 
them  on  the  llth  day  of  January  last,  relative  to  the  president 
of  the  United  t^iates,  the  bank  of  the  United  s^tales,  and  the 
course  of  Mr.  J'aney  in  removing  the  governmenl  de|u)siles. 

^‘Resolved,  That  the  legislature  nf  New  Jer.-ey  have  not  seen 
any  reason  to  depart  from  such  resolution.s  since  the  (lassage 
thereof;  and  it  is  their  wish  that  they  should  receive  from  our 
senators  and  representatives  of  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  that  attention  and  obedience  which  are  due  to 
the  opinion  of  a sovereign  state  openly  expressed  in  tls  legisla- 
tive capacity.” 

On  the  2d  of  Jatiuary,  1834,  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
setiiatives  composing  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  passed  a preamble 
atid  resolutions  in  the  following  words: 

“Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  will  attempt  to  obtain  a renewal  of  its  charter  at  the  pre- 
•sent  session  of  congress:  And  whereas  it  is  abiindanlly  evident 

that  said  bank  has  exercised  powers  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of 
our  free  instiluiions  and  dangerous  to  the  hherlie.s  of  these  U. 
States:  And  whereas,  there  is  just  reason  to  doubt  the  consti- 
tutional [rower  of  congress  to  grant  acts  of  incurfiorarioti  for 
banking  [riirposes  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia:  And  where- 

as, we  believe  the  proper  dis()osal  of  the  public  lands  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  these  United  Stales,  and 
that  honor  and  good  faith  require  their  equitable  distribution: 
therefore 

f Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  That  we 
consider  the  removal  of  the  public  de|iosites  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  as  required  by  the  best  interests  of  our  coun- 
try, and  that  a proper  sense  of  public  duty  iiiqteriously  demand- 
ed that  that  instiliitioii  should  be  no  longer  used  as  a depository 
of  the  public  funds. 

“Resolved,  also.  That  we  view,  with  decided  disapprobation, 
the  renewed  attempts  in  congress  insecure  the  passage  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain  upon  the  princi- 
ples proposed  by  Mr.  Clay,  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  such  a 
law  would  be  unequal  in  its  operations,  and  unjust  in  its  results. 

^‘■Resolved , also.  That  we  heartily  ap[irove  of  the  principled 
set  forth  in  the  late  veto  message  upon  that  subject,  and 

“ResoftcJ,  That  our  senators  in  congress  be  instructed,  and 
our  representatives  requested,  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent 
the  recliartering  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  to  sustain  the 
administration  in  its  removal  of  the  (lublic  deposites;  and  to 
oppose  the  passage  of  a land  bill  containing  the  |»rinci|)lea 
adopted  in  the  act  upon  that  subject,  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  congress. 

“Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  transmit  copies 
of  the  foregoing  (ireamble  and  resolutions  to  each  of  our  sena- 
tors and  representatives.” 

It  is  thus  seen  that  four  senators  have  declared  by  their  votes 
that  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceeding's  in  relation 
to  the  levenue,  had  been  guilty  of  the  impeachable  offence  of 
“assuming  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conlerred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,”  whilst 
the  leL'islalures  of  their  re.spective  statys  h.id  deliberately  ap- 
[itoved  those  very  proceeding.'^,  as  consi.-iteiit  with  the  constitu- 
tion, and  demanded  by  the  public  good.  If  these  four  votes  had 
been  given  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the  legisla- 
tures, as  above  expressed,  there  would  have  been  but  tw'enty- 
four  votes  out  of  fiiriy-slx  for  censuring  the  president,  and  the 
unprecedented  record  of  his  conviction  could  not  have  been 
placed  upon  the  journals  of  the  senate. 

In  thus  referring  to  the  resolutions  and  instructions  of  state 
legislatures,  I disclaim  and  repudiate  all  authority  or  de.«ign  to 
interfere  with  the  re.sponsibiliiy  due  from  members  of  the  se- 
nate to  their  own  consciences,  their  constituents  and  their 
country.  The  facts  now  stated  belong  to  the  history  of  these 
proceedings,  and  are  im()ortanl  to  the  just  development  of  the 
principles  and  interests  involved  in  them,  as  well  as  to  the  pro- 
per vindication  of  the  executive  deiiartmeni;  and  with  th.it  view, 
and  that  view  only,  are  they  here  made  the  topic  of  remark. 

Thu  tiangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which  denies  to  the 
president  the  power  of  supervising,  directing  and  removing  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  like  manner  with  the  other  execu- 
tive officers,  would  soon  be  manift-.si  in  practice,  were  the  doc- 
trine to  be  establi.shcd.  The  [iresident  is  the  direct  representa- 
tive of  the  American  peo(ile,  but  the  secretaries  are  not.  If  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  he  independent  of  tlie  president  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  then  is  there  no  direct  responsibility  to 
the  people  in  that  important  branch  of  this  government,  to  which 
is  committed  the  care  of  the  national  finances.  And  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  or  any  other  corpora- 
tion, body  of  men  or  individuals,  if  a secrettiry  shall  be  found  to 
accord  with  them  in  ojiinion,  or  can  be  induced  in  practice  to 
promote  their  views,  to  control,  through  him,  the  whole  action 
of  the  government,  (so  far  as  it  is  exerci.sed  by  his  department), 
in  defi.ince  of  the  chief  niagibti  ale  elected  by  the  people  and  re- 
sponsible to  them. 
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But  the  evil  tendency  of  the  particular  doctrine  adverted  to, 
though  sufficiently  serious,  would  be  as  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  pernicious  consequences  which  would  inevitably  flow 
from  the  approbation  and  allowance  by  the  people,  and  the 
practice  by  the  senate,  of  the  unconstitutional  power  of  arraign- 
ing and  censuring  the  official  conduct  of  the  executive,  in  the 
manner  recently  pursued.  Such  proceedings  are  eminently  cal- 
culated to  unsettle  the  foundations  of  the  government;  to  dis- 
turb the  harmonious  action  of  its  different  departments,  and  to 
break  down  the  checks  and  balances  by  which  the  wisdom  of 
its  framers  sought  to  ensure  its  stability  and  usefulness. 

The  honest  differences  of  opinion  which  occasionally  exist 
between  the  senate  and  the  president,  in  regard  to  matters  in 
which  both  are  obliged  to  participate,  are  sufficiently  embar- 
rassing. But  if  the  course  recently  adopted  by  the  senate  shall 
hereafter  be  frequently  pursued,  it  is  not  only  obvious  that  the 
harmony  of  the  relations  between  the  president  and  the  senate 
will  be  destroyed,  but  that  other  and  graver  effects  will  ulti- 
mately ensue.  If  the  censures  of  the  senate  be  submitted  to  by 
the  president,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  ability  and 
virtue,  and  the  character  and  usefulness  of  his  administration, 
will  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  the  real  power  of  the  government 
will  fall  into  the  hands  of  a body,  holding  their  offices  for  long 
terms,  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to  them  directly  re- 
sponsible. If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  illegal  censures  of  the  se- 
nate should  be  resisted  by  the  president,  collisions  and  angry 
controversies  might  ensue,  discreditable  in  their  progress,  and 
in  the  end  compelling  the  people  to  adopt  the  conclusion,  either 
that  their  chief  magistrate  was  unworthy  of  their  respect,  or 
that  the  senate  was  chargeable  with  calumny  and  injustice. 
Either  of  these  results  would  impair  public  confidence  in  the 
perfection  of  the  system,  and  lead  to  serious  alterations  of  its 
frame  work,  or  to  the  practical  abandonment  of  some  of  its  pro- 
"Visions. 

The  influence  of  such  proceedings  on  the  other  departments 
of  the  government,  and  more  especially  on  the  states,  could  not 
fail  to  be  extensively  pernicious.  When  the  judges  in  the  last 
resort  of  official  misconduct  themselves  overleap  the  bounds  of 
their  authority,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  what  general 
disregard  of  its  provisions  might  not  their  example  be  expected 
to  produce?  And  who  does  not  perceive  that  such  contempt  of 
the  federal  constitution,  by  one  of  its  most  important  depart- 
ments, would  hold  out  the  strongest  temptation  to  resistance 
•on  the  part  of  the  state  sovereignties,  whenever  they  shall  sup- 
pose their  just  rights  to  have  been  invaded?  Thus  all  the  inde- 
pendent departments  of  the  government,  and  the  states  which 
•compose  our  confederated  union,  instead  of  attending  to  their 
appropriate  duties,  and  leaving  those  who  may  offend,  to  be  re- 
claimed or  punished  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  constitu- 
tion, would  fall  to  mutual  crimination  and  recrimination,  and 
give  to  the  people  confusion  and  anarchy,  instead  of  order  and 
law;  until  at  length  some  form  of  aristocratic  power  would  be 
established  on  the  ruins  of  the  constitution,  or  the  states  be 
broken  into  separate  communities. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge,  or  to  insinuate,  that  the  present 
senate  of  the  United  States  intend,  in  the  most  distant  way,  to 
encourage  such  a result.  It  is  not  of  their  motives  or  designs, 
but  only  of  the  tendency  of  their  acts,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  speak. 
It  is,  if  possible,  to  make  senators  themselves  sensible  of  the 
danger  which  lurks  under  the  precedent  set  in  their  resolution, 
and  at  any  rate  to  perform  my  duty,  as  the  responsible  head  of 
one  of  the  coequal  departments  of  the  government,  that  I have 
been  compelled  to  point  out  the  consequences  to  which  the  dis- 
cussion and  passage  of  the  resolution  may  lead,  if  the  tendency 
-of  the  measure  be  not  checked  in  its  inception. 

It  is  due  to  the  high  trust  with  which  I have  been  charged;  to 
those  who  may  be  called  to  succeed  me  in  it;  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  whose  constitutional  prerogative  has  been 
unlawfully  assumed;  to  the  people  of  the  states;  and  to  the  con- 
stitution they  have  established;  that  I should  not  permit  its 
provisions  to  be  broken  down  by  such  an  attack  on  the  execu- 
tive department,  without  at  least  some  effort  “to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  them.”  With  this  view,  and  for  the  reasons 
which  have  been  stated,  I do  herby  solemnly  protest  against 
the  aforementioned  proceedings  of  the  senate,  as  unauthorized 
by  the  constitution;  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  to  several  of  its 
express  provisions;  subversive  of  that  distribution  of  the  powers 
of  government  which  it  has  ordained  and  established;  destruc- 
tive of  the  checks  and  safeguards  by  which  those  powers  were 
intended,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  controlled,  and  on  the  other  to 
be  protected;  and  calculated  by  their  immediate  and  collateral 
efifects,  by  their  character  and  tendency,  to  concentrate  in  the 
hands  of  a body  not  directly  amenable  to  the  people,  a degree  of 
influence  and  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  and  fatal  to 
the  constitution  of  their  choice. 

The  resolution  of  the  senate  contains  an  imputation  upon  my 
private  as  well  upon  my  public  character;  and  as  it  must  stand 
forever  on  their  journals,  I cannot  close  this  substitute  for  that 
defence  which  I have  not  been  allowed  to  presctit  in  the  ordi- 
nary form,  without  remarking,  that  I have  lived  in  vain,  if  it 
be  necessary  to  enter  into  a formal  vindication  of  my  character 
and  purposes  from  such  an  imputation.  In  vain  do  I bear  upon 
iny  person,  enduring  memorials  of  that  contest  in  which  Ameri- 
can liberty  was  purchased— in  vain  have  I since  periled  proper- 
ty, fame,  and  life,  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  privileges  so 
dearly  bought — in' vain  am  I now, without  a personal  aspiration, 
or  the  hope  of  individual  advantage,  encountering  responsibili- 
ties and  dangers,  from  which,  by  mere  inactivity  in  relation  to 


a single  point,  I might  have  been  exempt-— if  any  serious  doubts 
can  be  entertained  as  to  the  purity  of  my  purposes  and  motives. 

If  I had  been  ambitious,  I should  have  sought  an  alliance  with 
that  powerful  institution  which  even  now  aspires  to  no  divided 
empire.  If  I had  been  venal,  I should  have  sold  myself  to  its 
designs — had  I prefered  personal  comfort  and  official  ease  to 
the  performance  of  my  arduous  duty,  I should  have  ceased  to 
molest  it.  In  the  history  of  conquerors  and  usurpers,  never, 
in  the  fire  ofyouth,  nor  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  could  I find 
an  attraction  to  lure  me  from  the  path  of  duty;  and  now,  I 
shall  scarcely  find  an  inducement  to  commence  their  career  of 
ambition,  when  gray  hairs  and  a decaying  frame,  instead  of  invi- 
ting to  toil  and  battle,  call  me  to  the  contemplation  of  other 
worlds,  where  conquerors  cease  to  be  honored,  and  usurpers 
expiate  their  crimes. 

The  only  ambition  I can  feel,  is  to  acquit  myself  to  Him  to 
whom  I must  soon  render  an  account  of  my  stewardship;  to 
serve  my  fellow  men,  and  live  respected  and  honored  in  the 
history  of  my  country.  No;  the  ambition  which  leads  me  on, 
is  an  anxious  desire,and  a fixed  determination,  to  return  to  the 
people,  unimpaired,  the  sacred  trust  they  have  confided  to  my 
charge;  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  constitution  and  preserve  it 
from  further  violation;  to  persuade  my  countrymen,  so  far  as  I 
may,  that  it  is  not  in  a splendid  government,  supported  by  pow- 
erful monopolies  and  aristocraiical  establishments,  that  they 
will  find  happiness,  or  their  liberties  protection;  but  in  a plain 
system,  void  of  pomp,  protecting  all,  and  granting  favors  to  none 
— dispensing  its  blessings  like  the  dews  of  heaven,  unseen  and 
unfelt,  save  in  the  freshness  and  beauty  they  contribute  to  pro- 
duce. It  is  such  a govenment  that  the  genius  of  our  people  re- 
quires— such  an  one  only  under  which  our  states  may  remain 
for  ages  to  come,  united,  prosperous,and  free.  If  the  Almighty 
Being  who  has  hitherto  sustained  and  protected  me,  will  but 
vouchsafe  to  make  my  feeble  powers  instrumental  to  such  a re- 
sult, I shall  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  place  to  be  assigned 
me  in  the  history  of  my  country,  and  die  contented  with  the  be- 
lief, that  I have  contributed,  in  some  small  degree,  to  increase 
the  value  and  prolong  the  duration,  of  American  liberty. 

To  the  end  that  the  resolutiorr  of  the  senate  may  not  be  here- 
after drawn  into  precedent,  with  the  authority  of  silent  acquies- 
cence on  the  part  of  the  executive  department;  and  to  the  end, 
also,  that  my  motives  and  views  in  the  executive  proceeding* 
denounced  in  that  resolution,  may  be  known  to  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, to  the  world,  and  to  all  posterity,  I respectfully  request 
that  this  message  and  protest  may  be  entered  at  length  on  the 
journals  of  the  senate.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

I5th,  1834. 

[The  preceding,  we  understand,  is  from  the  amended  copy. 
Seethe  journal  of  the  senate,  &,c.] 

IN  THE  SENATE — APRIL  21. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  certain  passages  contained  fn 
my  message  and  protest,  transmitted  to  the  senate  on  the  17tb 
instant,  may  be  misunderstood,  I think  it  proper  to  state  that  U 
was  not  my  intention  to  deny,  in  the  said  message,  the  power  and 
right  of  the  legislative  department  to  provide  by  law  for  the  cus- 
tody, safe  keeping,  and  disposition  of  the  public  money  and  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States. 

Although  I am  well  satisfied  that  such  a construction  is  no< 
warranted  by  any  thing  contained  in  that  message,  yet  aware, 
from  experience,  that  detached  passages  of  an  argumentative 
document,  when  disconnected  from  their  context,  and  consi- 
dered without  reference  to  previous  limitations,  and  the  parti- 
cular positions  they  were  intended  to  refute  or  to  establish,  may 
be  made  to  bear  a construction  varying  altogether  from  the  sen- 
timents really  entertained  and  intended  to  be  expressed;  and 
deeply  solicitous  that  my  views  on  this  point  should  not,  either 
now  or  hereafter,  be  misapprehended,  I have  deemed  it  due  to 
the  gravity  of  the  subject,  to  the  great  interests  it  involves,  and 
to  the  senate,  as  well  as  io  myself,  to  embrace  the  earliest  op- 
portunity to  make  this  communication. 

I admit,  without  reserve,  as  I have  before  done,  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  legislature  to  provide  by  law  the  place  or 
places  in  which  the  public  money  or  other  property  is  to  be  de- 
posited; and  to  make  such  regulations  concerning  its  custody, 
removal  or  disposition,  as  they  may  think  proper  to  enact.  Nor 
do  I claim  for  the  executive  any  right  to  the  possession  or  dis- 
position of  the  public  property  or  treasure,  or  any  authority  to 
interfere  with  the  same,  except  when  such  possession,  dispr)si- 
tion,  or  authority,  is  given  to  him  by  law;  nor  do  I claioj  the 
right  in  any  manner  to  supervise  or  interfere  with  the  person 
entrusted  with  such  property  or  treasure,  unless  he  be  an  officer 
whose  appointment,  under  the  constitution  and  laws,  is  devolv- 
ed upon  Ihq  president  alone,  or  in  conjunction  with  the  senate, 
and  for  whose  conduct  he  is  constitutionally  responsible. 

As  the  message  and  protest  referred  to  may  appear  on  the 
journal  of  the  senate,  and  remain  among  the  recorded  docu- 
ments of  the  nation,  I am  unwilling  that  opinions  should  be  im- 
puted to  me,  even  through  misconstruction,  which  are  not  con- 
tained in  it;  and  more  particularly  am  1 solicitous  that  I may 
not  be  supposed  to  claim  for  myself,  or  niy  successors,  any  pow- 
er or  authority  not  clearly  granted,  by  the  constitution  and  laws, 
to  the  president.  I have,  therefore,  respectfully  to  request  that 
this  communication  may  be  considered  a part  of  that  message, 
and  that  it  may  be  entered  therewith  on  the  journals  of  the  se- 
nate. ANDREW  JACKSON. 

^pril21,  1834. 


POLES’  WEEKLY  KJ^ISTER. 


Fochth  skkies.  No.  1(^Vol.  X.]  BALTIMORE,  BIAY  3,  1834.  [Vol.  XLVI.  Whole  No.  1,180. 


THE  PAST 'PHE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 


EDITED,  PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  BT  H.  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


To  dispose  of  some  portion  of  a large  quantity  of  mat- 
ter which  has  accumulated  in  type  (being  postponed 
last  week  and  in  tlie  present),  we  shall,  with  our  next 
number,  issue  a supplement  to  this,  and  be  also  compel- 
led to  give  others  to  keep  decently  posted-np  in  our  re- 
cord of  public  papers  and  proceedings. 

The  president,  it  appears,  again  nominated  the  old 
bank  directors  who  had  been  rejected  by  the  senate — and, 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  (the  injunction  of  secrecy  being 
removed),  we  learn  that  tliey  were  again  rejected  by  the 
great  vote  of  30  to  11.  The  proceedings  on  their  case 
will  soon  be  published. 

The  votes  are  not  given,  and  the  absentees  are  un- 
known. It  is  stated  that  Messrs.  JMoove,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia,  and  Tipton,  of  Indiana,  voted  with  the 
majority. 

There  are  sevei-al  fearful  reports  in  cii-culation — such 
as  that  the  president  will  issue  a proclamation  as  soon  as 
the  senate  decides  not  to  receive  his  protest,  and  that  a 
gathering  is  already  making  at  W’ashington  to  support 
him,  in  certain  ulterior  measures.  We  question  the  pro- 
priety of  mentioning  such  things,  unless  there  should  be 
a very  good  foundation  for  them — but  as  they  have  been 
freely  intimated,  we  think  it  right  to  notice  them;  ob- 
serving, however,  that  in  times  of  such  high  excitement 
as  the  present,  the  people  should  receive  like  reports 
with  great  caution — for  they  are,  indeed,  of  awful  im- 
port. 

It  is  freely  stated  that  a clause  will  be  inserted  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill,  forbidding  the  payment  of 
their  salaries  to  persons  in  office,  whose  appointment 
shall  not  have  been  approved  by  the  senate. 

The  United  States  insurance  company,  at  Baltimore, 
stopped  payment  on  Wednesday  last. 

This  company,  and  another  establishment  in  the  same 
street,  we  believe  are  on  the  principle  of  the  “Life  and 
Fire  insurance  company,”  which,  some  time  ago,  “flou- 
rished” its  brief  day,  and  died  in  New  York.  If  we  are 
rightly  informed  of  the  nature  and  operation  of  these  in- 
surance companies,  they  run  thus;  a person  wishing  to 
“raise  the  wind,”  and  distrusting  the  credit  of  his  own 
note,  or  to  prevent  its  exposure  in  the  “market,”  or 
having  securities  of  any  description,  or  goods  or  other 
property,  deposites,  or  makes  a lieu  of,  such  notes,  secu- 
rities, goods  or  property  with  the  insurance  company, 
promising  the  payment  or  redemption  of  them  at  a parti- 
cular time — on  which,  as  agreed  upon,  and  for  a certain 
per  centum  charged,  the  insurance  conijiany  issues  what 
is  called  policy,  promising  payment  on  a certain  day  of 
the  amount  stipulated;  which  policy  goes  into  the  “mar- 
ket,” instead  of  the  credit  or  property  of  the  insured. 
The  selling  price  of  these  policies,  (whose  parent,  or  at 
least  was  in  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 

from  the  bank  of  the  United  States),  has  been  from  H 
to  2^  per  cent,  per  month,  discount — and,  at  this  rate, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  several  millions  have  been 
SHAVED  in  Baltimore  within  the  period  of  the  last  six 
months.  It  might  have  endured  yet  a while  longer,  per- 
haps— but  confidence  in  these  policies  declined,  or  tlieir 
amoiint  was  greater  than  the  state  of  the  money  market 
would  bear,  and  it  became  difficult  to  sell  them;  and  then 
it  naturally  followed,  that,  as  the  insured  could  not  raise 
funds  to- meet  their  obligations,  the  insurers  were  render- 
ed unable  to  comply  with  theirs,  and  the  parties  fell  to- 
gether— though  in  fact,  either  party,  or  both  parties, 
may  be,  or  would  be,  entirely  solvenl  in  a diflerent  state 
of  affairs,  when  credit  and  rnoney  should  be  nearly  syno- 
nymousterms,  which  they  are  not  now  ! ! ! 

On  the  subject  of  certain  things  which  have  happened 
in  the  mamigement  of  credits  in  this  city,  for  some 
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months  past,  perhaps,  we  shall  feel  it  a public  duty  to 
speak  freely.  If  the  whole  could  be  unravelled,  strange 
tales  would  be  unfolded  ! But  we  think  it  best,  at  present, 
to  refrain,  that  honest  men  may  escape,  if  it  be  possible, 
some  greater  proportion  of  the  suffering  that  impends 
on  account  of  the  derangement  of  the  money  market,  than 
they  probably  would  do  under  the  exposure  of  specula- 
tors and  gamblers  and  shavers,  as  suggested. 

We  present  the  view  s of  the  secretary  of  the  (reasul'y 
as  to  the  future  regulations  of  the  currency.  We  think 
they  are  defective,  in  several  material  points — even  if 
practical  men,  and  others,  who  have  reflected  upon  the 
principles  of  currency  and  laws  oi' exchange,  should  ad- 
mit the  POSSIBILITY  of  some  of  the  proposed.  'I'he 
state  banks  cannot,  and,  if  they  cati,  will  not,  furnish 
us  with  a circulating  medium  of  equal  value  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  nor  carry  on  the  interior  com- 
merce of  the  country,  as  dependent  upon  the  prompti- 
tude and  safety  of  exchanges  of  values.  The  individual 
interest,  or  parti cidar  condition,  of  each  of  the  indepen- 
dent banks,  forbids  tlie  hope  that,  by  any  possible  ar- 
rangement, they  can  be  brought  to  act  together,  for  a 
common  purpose.  Such  an  event  never  has  happened, 
and  never  w’ill,  over  so  w ide  a country  as  the  United 
States.  There  ai  e pai  ts  of  the  secretary’s  letter,  however, 
that  we  most  heartily  a[)prove  of — such  as  fixing  a just 
valuation  on  our  gold  coins,  and  the  abolition  of  small 
bank  notes,  as  long  since  suggested  by  us. 

But  we  think  that  the  general  effect  of  the  plan  must 
be  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  many  new  banks,  or 
fresh  manufactories  of  paper  money.  Much  alarm  is  ex- 
pressed at  the  ])Ower  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
because  of  the  amount  of  its  capital — 35  millions;  but  the 
contemplated  creation  of  cei-taiu  new'  state  banks,  with 
proposed  aggregate  capitals  of  some  75  or  80  millions, 
did  not  at  all  startle  these  alarmtid  individuals!  Is  it  not 
better  to  have  one  “monster”  than  ten  monsters?  One 
whose  interest  is  the  prosperity  of  the  ivhole  people  of 
the  country,  or  ten  whose  power  is  in  action  against  one 
another,  for  the  benefit  of  adverse  sets  of  gambling  spe- 
culators? The  power  of  a bank  of  the  United  States 
may  be  restrained,  and  ought  to  be  restrained,  if  rechar- 
tered— but  how  is  the  power  of  the  state  banks,  charged 
with  the  keei)ing  of  the  public  money,  to  be  restrained? 
Why,  the  right  of  congress  to  inquire  even  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  bank  of  the  ^letropolis,  the  deposite  bank 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  is  “questioned”  by  some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  anti-bank  party  in  congress,  though 
cliartered  by  congress!  ISIany  of  the  local  banks  are  ad- 
mitted to  act  on  old  fashioned  and  just  principles  of  bank- 
ing, their  management  being  in  the  hands  of  intelligent 
and  worthy  men — but  the  nature  of  their  constitution, 
and  the  laws  which  govern  the  currency,  incapacitate 
them  to  carry  on  the  exchanges,  unless  at  ruinous  rates — 
rates  equal,  in  i)ractice,  to  the  cost  of  transporting  specie 
from  one  place  to  another,  as  balances  accumulate;  but 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in  tlie  exchanges  w hich  it 
made  in  one  yeai*,  (250  millions!)  to  and  from  distant 
places,  chai'ged  only  an  average  rate  of  one-eleventh  of 
one  per  cent,  which,  certainly  shews  that  a small  expense, 
only,  could  have  been  incurred  in  transmission  of  specie, 
else  the  bank  w ould  have  lost  much  money  by  its  ex- 
cliatiges,  and  these  give  life  and  vigor  to  business — monev', 
coin,  dej)Osited  at  New  Orleans,  being  made  available  at 
Portland,  witbout  trouble  or  risk  to  the  owner,  or  even 
at  Canton,  thi-ough  the  parent  bank  at  Philadelphia. 
Such  is  the  eftect  of  harmonious  co-operations,  which 
mav  thus  be  exemplified,  for  an  example:  the  cashier  of 
the  office  of  the  bank  at  New  York  notifies  the  cashier  of 
the  parent  bank  in  Philadelphia,  that  a million  of  dol- 
lars is  required  b}'  the  merchants  of  New'  York  to  pur- 
chase cotton,  at  N.  Orleans.  The  cashier  at  Philadelphia, 
by  order  of  the  board,  informs  the  cashier  at  N.  Orleans 
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tliat  such  draughts  will  be  upon  him,  and  directs  the  pur- 
chase of  bills  on  the  north  more  freely,  if  offered,  or  a 
restriction  of  the  domestic  loans,  that  lie  may  meet  this 
new  demand,  as  rendered  necessary  by  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  New  Orleans  office;  and  so  the  million  sold  at 
New  York,  is  paid  at  New  Orleans,  and  repaid  at  New 
York,  without  the  passing  of  a single  silver  dollar  between 
the  two  cities,  the  bills  either  way,  being  better  than  coin, 
at  either  place,  as  needed.*  But  the  state  deposite  banks, 
each  acting  for  itself  only,  cannot  proceed  thus,  unless 
to  a very  limited  extent,  and  are  altogether  incompetent 
to  afford  those  facilities  upon  which  the  mighty  internal 
trade  of  the  country  depends.  Such  are  tlie  results  of 
experience  against  “the  experiment”  that  is  making — and 
such  they  must  be. 

We  have  heard  some  curious  anecdotes  of  certain  of 
the  “perish  credit”  members  of  congress.  None  of  them 
send  any  portion  of  their  pay  home  in  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  Metropolis! — and  they  will  take  precious  care,  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  to  carry  with  them  their  surplus 
money  remaining  in  notes  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States.  They -will  not  suffer  their  own  money  to 
perish*'*  in  their  pockets,  out  of  the  dear  sweet  regard 
that  they  have  for  the  '•'■poor,*'  or  in  earnest  of  their  own 
belief  in  truth  of  those  doctrines  which  they  support  in  the 
house!  No— verily,  no! 

The  late  proceedings  at  Baltimore  have  offended  Mr. 
Forsyth,  and  he  has  arraigned  the  people  before  the  se- 
nate, especially  on  account  of  gathering  on  Sunday,  when 
Messrs.  Webster  and  Binney  briefly  addressed  them. 
He  is  charged  with  having  said  that  they  made  a 
“wretched  clamor,”  as  being  “factious”  and  “almost 
guilty  of  treason;”  but  on  the  following  day— 

Mr.  Forsyth  rose  .against  fearful  odds,  but  be  recollected  a 
saying  of  the  poet,  that  “thrice  is  he  armed  that  hath  a quarrel 
just.”  He  did  not  say  tliat  the  meeting  in  Baltimore  was  a fac- 
tion, but  tliat  they  were  prompted  by  factious  feelings.  He 
spoke  not  of  treason  either,  but  of  designs  to  exasperate  the 
people  to  treasonable  acts,  unless  they  submitted  to  the  power 
of  a great  moneyed  corporation.  Here  Mr.  F.  read  a passage 
from  a Baltimore  paper  to  sustain  this  remark. 

Mr.  fTeftsicr  said  that,  as  allusion  had  been  made  to  occur- 
rences in  which  he  had  some  part,  he  would  state,  that  when 
he  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  he  heard 
of  the  late  extraordinary  occurrence  in  sending  the  protest 
liere,  which  induced  him  to  come  on  to  Washington  without 
delay.  When  he  arrived  at  Baltimore,  he  saw  a great  multi- 
tiKie  of  people  assembled;  they  were  not  noisy  or  clamorous, 
but  a deep  feeling  seemed  to  pervade  them.  When  the  boat 
reached  the  wharf,  a venerable  person  came  on  board  and  said 
to  him,  these  were  revolutionary  times,  and  the  people  had 
come  down  to  express  their  hopes  and  fears.  They  were  not 
exasperated  by  a spirit  of  faction,  but  they  felt  an  exasperation 
of  patriotism;  they  were  exasperated  by  suffering,  by  threats  of 
usurpation,  feelings  which  called  crowds  to  the  streets,  though 
it  was  Sund.ay.  These  masses  of  people  assembled  from  the 
general  spirit  and  feeling  of  oppression,  fearing  the  worst.  But 
the  streets  of  Baltimore  were  filled  by  this  spirit  of  faction,  and 
against  whom?  That  city  was  remarkable  for  its  hospitality, 
its  virtue,  its  high  spirit  of  patriotism  and  enterprise,  and  its 
former  devotion  to  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  was  moved 
by  no  spirit  of  faction. 

On  whiclt  the  “B.altimore  Gazette”  remarks — 

We  cannot  answer  for  the  secret  intentions  or  feelings  of  the 
meeting  in  Baltimore  described  by  Mr.  Forsyth  as  prompted  by 
factious  feelings,  but  to  our  own  knowledge  the  assemblage 
who  received  Mr.  VVebster  and  Mr.  Binney,  on  Sunday  last, 
comprised  many  of  our  most  estimable  citizens,  and  was  gener- 
ally composed  of  persons  as  respectable  in  appearance,  and  as 
orderly  in  deportment,  as  could  be  collected  together  in  any 
city,  on  an  occasion  of  public  interest  and  mf»ment.  They  cer- 
tainly did  not  deserve  the  appellation  used  by  Mr.  Forsyth  in 
another  part  of  his  remarks,  of  a “brawling  crowd.” 

to  Mr.  jPorst/^A’s  explanations,  Mr.  Cham- 
bers earnestly  defended  the  character  of  the  Baltimoreans. 
Certainly,  ours  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  peaceable 
and  orderly  cities  in  the  world;  and,  whatever  objections 
may  be  made  to  the  gathering  to  meet  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Binney,  a more  respectable  and  better  behaved  peo- 
ple cannot  be  found,  than  was  shewn  on  that  occasion. 

[We  have  since  received  a full  report  of  these  debates, 
but  cannot  make  room  for  it  now.] 

*It  is  proper,  however,  to  add  that  this  late  state  of  things  is 
much  embarrassed  by  the  existing  hostile  acts  of  “the  govern- 
ment,” and  that  the  bank  is  compelled,  in  many  cases,  to  rely 
on  coin,  for  the  regulation  of  exchanges. 


Mr.  JMcBiiffe  reached  Baltimore  in  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday  last,  on  his  return  to  Washington,  and  was  re- 
ceived by  Irom  l.iiOO  to  2,000^cople,  who  were  waiting 
on  the  wharf  for  the  purposed  He  was  escorted  to  the 
City  Hotel,  and,  from  the  steps,  addressed  the  crowd, 
(now  increased  to  about  3,000  persons),  in  as  earnest  a 
speech,  perhaps,  as  be  ever  pronounced — and  the  man- 
ner of  its  delivery  was  not  less  forcible  than  the  matter 
of  his  remarks.  Mr.  McD.  spoke  for  about  half  an 
hour;  and,  w hile  at  one  moment  be  produced  a roar  of 
laughter,  in  the  next  be  commanded  the  entire  attention 
of  the  audience,  or  elicited  loud  shouts  of  applause. 

The  brief  atldresses  of  Messrs.  Webster,  Binney, 
McDuffie  and  Preston,  to  assembled  multitudes  in  Balti- 
more, and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  received, 
shew  a new  stale  of  feelings  and  of  things  in  this  city. 
When  Mr.  McDuffie  sai<i  that  ten  days  after  the  entrance 
of  soldiers  into  the  .senate  chamber,  to  send  the  senators 
home,  that  200,000  volunteers  would  be  in  Washington 
— there  was  such  a shout  as  we  have  seldom  before 
heard. 

Concerning  the  appointment  and  duration  of  officers, 
the  “Globe,”  in  replying  to  the  charge  that  the  presi- 
dent has  violated  the  constitution  in  so  long  withholding 
from  the  senate  the  nominations  of  several  members  of 
the  present  cabinet,  quotes  the  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion empowering  the  i)resident  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
thatnnay  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  grant- 
ing commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session. 

This  goes  to  the  extent,  that  the  president  may  fill  the 
offices  perpetually,  unless  a vacancy  happens  during  the 
sittings  of  the  senate;  and  Mr.  Taney,  for  an  example, 
may  remain  in  his  place,  though  not  approved,  during 
the  whole  of  the  presidential  term: — for  Mr.  T.  may  re- 
sign, and  he  reappointed,  the  day  after  the  rising  of  con- 
gress. 

The  prompt  submission  of  Mr.  Rives  to  the  “right  of 
instruction”  by  the  legislature  of  a state,  by  w'ay  of  an 
appeal  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  accepted  of  in 

the  recent  elections,  brought  up  some  extracts  from  the 
“Richmond  Enquirer”  of  Jan.  13,  1820,  of  which  it  is 
only  necessary  to  use  the  following: 

Resolutions,  debate  a'nd  vote  on  the  Missouri  question  and  right  of 
instruction. 

The  4lli  resolution  reported  by  Mr.  Miller,  of  Powhaltan, 
from  a select  committee  on  the  Missouri  question,  instrxicted  the 
senators  of  Virginia,  to  oppose  the  imposition  of  restrictions 
upon  the  stale  of  Missouri,  on  entering  the  union. 

Tile  4th  resolution  being  under  consideration,  Mr.  Hewg 
Carrington,  of  Charlotte,  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
therefrom  the  words,  instructing  the  senators  of  Virginia  in 
congress. 

Mr.  Carrington  contended  that  the  legislature  had  no  right  to 
instruct  them  on  a constiiuiional  subject.  They  being  by  their 
oaths  bound  to  support  the  constitution,  the  legislature  could 
not  dictate  to  them  on  questions  of  conscience. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Powlialian,  contended  it  liad  been  the  uniform 
practice  of  Virginia  to  instruct  her  senators;  it  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Patrick  Henry;  and  now,  when  Pennsylvania  had 
just  abandoned  the  doctrine,  it  was  peculiarly  incumbent  upon 
us  to  adhere  to  it. 

Ml.  Stevenson  (Andrew)  hoped  we  should  not  in  this  case, 
imitate  the  conduct  of  Pennsylvania;  and  believing  the  right  of 
instruction  to  be  a vital  one,  he  should  move  for  the  ayes  and 
iioes. 

Mr.  Selden  (present  register  of  the  land  office)  expressed  him- 
self strongly  in  favor  of  the  right  of  instruction — that  even  Mr. 
Giles,  the  Ajax  Telamon  of  the  other  side,  admitted  the  power 
of  the  legislature  to  instruct,  though  he  asserted  the  right  of  th« 
senator  to  judge  in  the  last  resort. 

Mr.  RIVE.S  was  strongly  opposed -to  the  right  of  instruction: 
he  remarked  that  the  doctrine  set  up  by  Mr.  Giles,  involved  a 
quibble  unworthy  of  his  distinguished  mind;  that  what  we 
mean  by  the  right  of  instruction  was,  that  we  might  command 
the  senator,  and  that  he  was  bound  to  obey. 

The  question  was  put  upon  Mr.  Carrington’s  motion,  and  it 
was  rejected,  ayes  38,  noes  142. 

Mr.  Rives  was  one  of  the  thirty-eight  w ho  voted  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Leigh  was  elected  a senator  from  Virginia  by  a 
majority  of  twelve  votes,  and  certain  papers  say  that  the 
“clear  gain  against  him”  is  already  sixteen;  so  Mr.  L, 
will  not  he  re-elrcted,  and  his  period  of  service  expires 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1835 ! But — though  it  appears  pro- 
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"bable  that  the  senate  of  Virginia  will  remain  as  it  was, 
other  papers  inform  us,  tliat  the  returns  as  heard  from 
shew  68  delegates  chosen  who  will  certainly  vote  for 
him,  and  35  delegates  who  may  not  vote  for  him,  the 
whole  number  being  134. 

Mr.  Ritchie  is  mu6h  distressed  about  these  things — 
but  says  that  Virginia  will  go  against  a recharter  of  the 
bank,  and  vindicate  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 

“Blessed  are  they  who  briii?  consolation!” 

The  followiiig  extract  ofS^t  letter  Irom  Amherst  (pub- 
lished in  the  ‘‘Enquirer”),  may  shew  the^manners  ot  the 
times: 

“The  election  for  Amherst  is  over,  and  her  democracj'  “lies 
prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the  bank.”  The  myrmidons  of  power 
in  Lynchburg,  holding  a fair  portion  of  the  county  in  “bonds,” 
and  owning  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  her  soil,  poured  torth 
their  utmost  strength — the  Jupiter  of  aristocracy 

“Shook  his  ambrosial  locks,  and  gave  the  nod, 

The  stamp  of  fate  and  fiat  of  a God.” 

It  is  supposed  that  the  house  of  delegates  w;ll  stand 
about  50  “Jackson” and  84  “opposition.”  There  is  still 
a “Jackson”  majority  of  2 in  the  senate,  as  heretofore. 
The  effect  of  the  “protest,”  however,  on  the  members 
elected  before  it  was  received  in  Virginia,  is  yet  to  be 
seen.  The  “Enquii-er”  freely  admits  that  it  lias  been 
adverse  to  the  administration. 

The  “Whig”  has  added  up  the  returns  of  the  first  52 
counties  received,  and  says  that,  in  1832,  they  gave  a ma- 
jority of  about  10.000  to  “Jackson  and  Van  Buren” — but 
now  a majority  of  3,257  against  them. 

In  Westmoreland,  “the  native  county  of  JVashington,y 
the  late  member  has  been  dismissed,  and  a decided  anti- 
administration man  put  in  his  place,  by  a majority  ot 
nearly  two  to  one. 

At  the  holding  of  the  election  in  Jefferson  county,  the 
people  also  voted  for  or  against  a restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites — the  votes  taken  were  299 — to  wit:  for  275,  against 
2i. 

The  steamboat  arrived  yesterday  at  Baltimore,  brought 
returns  of  the  election,  in  Accomack.  The  vote  is  report- 
ed 2 to  1 against  “Jackson” — last  year  it  was  nearly 
divided.  The  “protest,”  however,  arrived  only  on  the 
day  of  the  election. 

It  is  stated,  in  the  way  of  reproof,  that  a Tennessee 
member  of  congress  franked  many  packages  of  political 
matters  to  certain  persons  in  Virginia,  previous  to 
the  late  election.  This  is  not  a new  thing.  Nearly 
every  voter  in  one  of  the  election  districts  in  Maryland, 
some  few  years  ago,  was  supplied  with  such  matters  by 
favor  of  a member  of  congress  from  Kentucky,  three 
liundred  packages  arriving  by  one  mail. 

It  is  stated  that  every  county  in  Mr.  Speaker  Steven- 
son's district,  has  entered  a “protest”  against  the  politi- 
cal course  \»ursued  by  him,  by  electing  anti-Jackson 
members  to  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  having  dismiss- 
ed even  Mr.  Roane,  who  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
party  in  the  late  house  of  delegates,  and  also  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  citizens  of  N’irginia.  Will  Mr.  S. 
receive  this  “instruction?” 

Tliere  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  if  the  elections  of  mem- 
bers of  congress  were  now'  to  take  place,  tliat  a large  ma- 
jority would  be  returned  opposed  to  “the  experiment,” 
and  other  proceedings  of  “the  goverranent.  ” There 
would  be  three  changes  in  ^Maryland — perhaps  four,  or 
of  all  who  support  these  proceedings. 

The  following  article,  w ith  all  its  capitals  and  italics, 
is  copied  from  the  “New  York  Standard,”  the  o^cial  in 
that  city.  It  needs  no  comment.  It  refers  to  the  re- 
ce|)tion  of  (he  protest. 

Guilt  aiul  terror  were  depicted  on  the  countenances  of  the 
USUUPERd  in  the  senate.  Tlie  facts  and  reasoning  of  the  do- 
cument were  too  conclusive  for  reply,  and  its  eloquence  pow- 
erful enough  to  reach  the  liuart  of  ev*  ry  patriot  and  honest  uiati. 
After  a pause,  Poindexter,  who  skulked  at  the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  and  has  never  forgiven  general  Jackson  for  refusing  to 
certify  to  his  bravery,  ventured  to  break  ground,  and  poor  out 
a torrent  of  nlntse  upon  the  head  of  the  old  patriot.  He  moved 
that  the  protest  should  not  be  entered  on  the  journals.  lie  was 
followed  by  those  traitors  to  their  consiitneuts,  Sprague  and 
rreliHghuyscn.  Benton  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  poured 
forth  a torrent  of  eloquence,  of  which  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  tie 
e.Tctieded  all  hi«  former  etforls.  He  gave  notice  that  he  should 


move  to  EXPUNGE  THE  UNCONSTITUTIONAL  RESO- 
LUTION FROM  THE  JOURNALS  OF  THE  SENATE.  The 
oppositioti  were  more  terrified  than  ever.  Southard  followed 
in  a miserable  .apology  for  voting  for  the  resolution, and  betray- 
ing his  constituents.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  King,  of  Alab.a- 
ma,  in  an  eloquent  defence  of  the  president.  Mr.  liCigh  then 
obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  car- 
ried. 

The  USURPERS  of  the  senate  will  not  suffer  the  protest  to  go 
upon  their  journals.  Having  found  the  president  guilty  without 
a trial,  they  will  not  allow  him  the  last  privilege  of  condemned 
innocence — that  of  saying  why  sentence  should  not  he  pronounced 
against  him,  and  stand  far  ever  recorded  in  the  journals  of  the  se- 
nate. 

There  has  been  a great  meeting  in  N.  York  to  receive 
the  report  of  the  “Whig  delegation,”  sent  to  Philadel- 
phia, to  unite  in  the  “jubilee,” at  wliich,  after  the  delivery 
of  several  speeches,  many  resolutiotis  w ere  passed,  and  a 
strong  committee  raised  to  call  a meeting  of  those  oppos- 
ed to  the  principles  set  forth  in  the  late  protest  of  tha 
president,  &c.  of  which  Air.  Gallatin  is  the  chairman. 

A man  has  been  arrested,  and  is  to  be  tried  at  New 
York,  for  having  off  red  a bribe  to  another  to  enlist  hiitr 
in  an  attack  upon  the  Merchants’  Exchange,  at  the  late 
election!  He  said  that  he  had  engaged  “a  company  of 
100  stout  Irishmen  at  a dollar  each,”  for  that  purpose. 

Alany  incidents  like  the  following,  copied  from  the 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  “\4Jiig,”  may  be  expected,  in 
the  present  Mate  of  things.  Wages  must  be  reduced,  or 
the  demand  for  labor  more  rapidly  diminished.  The  idea 
of  perilling  the  lives  of  persons,  however,  because  tliey 
will  not  pay  high  wages,  cannot  be  tolei*aled,  though  the 
practical  operation  of  it  is  one  of  the  results  that  we 
iiave  feared  from  “the  experiment,”  which,  having  first 
struck  at  employers,  is  now  being  felt  by  the  employed, 
and  will  yet  make  tlie  “poor  poorer.” 

VV'e  uiiderst.nid  (says  tlie  Taunton  Whig)  that  a very  serious 
riot  occurred  on  the  line  of  the  rail  road  in  Mansfield,  on  Mon- 
d.iy  last.  I'he  Irish  laborers  to  the  number  of  about  four  hun- 
dred, struck  for  higher  wages  and  demanded  a daily  allowance 
of  grog.  They  ariiied  themselves  w'ilh  clubs,  &c.  attacked  one 
of  the  contractors,  whose  life  was  put  in  imminent  peril.  Great 
alarm  was  felt  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  the  road. 
The  high  sherilf  of  r^forfolk  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  hostilities, 
with  a company  of  militia,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  nine  of 
the  ringleaders,  who  were  lodged  in  the  jail  at  Dedham.  Mr. 
L.  Sw  eet,  a deputy  sherifl'of  this  county,  also  called  out  a com- 
pany of  militia,  and  arrested  six  of  the  rioters,  who  were  brought 
to  the  jail  in  this  town,  yesterday  morning.  The  militia  con- 
tinued underarms  all  night,  and  yesterday,  we  are  informed, 
order  was  fully  restored. 

A new  paper,  entitled  The  J\'orth  American,"  was 
recently  established  at  Washington,  as,  it  is  said,  for  the 
support  of  Mr.  Van  Jiaren  as  the  next  president  of  tlie 
United  States,  liy  means  of  a national  convention.  The 
character  of  the  paper  may  be  ajipreciated  from  tlie  fol- 
lowing extracts  made  Irom  it.  To  show'  its  purposes, 
tlie  editor  says' — • 

“However  unfounded  the  supposition  [that  Mr.  Blair  is  influ 
enced  by  interested  motives]  ilie  editor  of  the  Globe  is  obliged 
to  act  with  reference  to  it.  He  is  no  doubt,  obliged,  by  the  pe 
culiar  position  in  wliich  the  supposition  places  him,  to  be  more 
circumscrilicd  in  his  support  of  the  administration,  and  more  le- 
nient and  forbearing  to  its  enemies,  than  is  demanded  by  the 
ends  of  truth  and  justice,  and  the  good  of  Hie  country,  and  of 
the  cause  in  w'hich  he  is  engaged.” 

We  shall  add  another — 

“It  hut  remains  for  us  to  say,  in  addition  to  this  explanation 
of  our  opinions,  and  intended  course,  that  vve  shall  urge  upon 
the  attention  of  the  national  convention,  Martin  Van  Buren  as 
our  favorite  eandidate  for  the  next  presidency.  We  have  long 
noted  with  attention  and  interest,  the  public  life  ofihat  gentle- 
man, and  have  never  failetl  to  find  him  orthodox  in  his  demo- 
cracy, sound  and  enlightened  in  his  view's  of  public  measures, 
and  aide  and  masteily  in  his  intellectual  efloris.  He  has  been 
true  to  the  republican  party,  niid  in  his  friendship  to  Jackson, 
amid  all  the  assaults  of  his  enemies,  and  as  J.acksonmen  and 
democrats  we  will  stand  by  him  until  the  conveniion  shall  pro- 
nounce him  w'aiiting  and  prefer  another,  when  we  shall  cheer- 
fully acquiesce  in  that  choice,  let  it  he  for  whom  it  will,  as  w'e 
have  a perfect  confidence  that  it  cannot  fall  on  any  man  un- 
worthy of  the  presidency.” 

Though  it  seemed  clue  to  the  record  of  events  which 
it  Is  the  leading  purpose  of  tliis  work  to  make — we  have 
endeavored  to  keep  our  skirts  clear  of  controversial  pub- 
lications concerning  masonry  and  anti-masonry,  having 
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had  more  of  other  matters  on  hand  than  we  could  dis- 
pose of.  The  recently  re-elected  governor  ot  Rhode 
Island  is  an  anti-mason,  and  was  not  long  ago  a “nation- 
al republican,”  but  he  received  the  undivided  support  of 
the  administration,  or  Jackson  party,  in  that  state.  The 
simple  mention  of  these  things  seemed  necessary  to  in- 
troduce the  follovi’ing  address  to  the  printer: 

Socrates,  tliat  great  sage  and  moralist  of  antiquity,  was  once 
told  that  a certain  man  liad  spoken  evil  of  him.  Socrates  re- 
plied, “I  have  no  doubt  he  had  seme  reason  for  saying  so,  but  I 
shall  endeavor  so  to  live  for  the  future,  that  the  world  may  be- 
lieve that  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  of  me.” 

This  is  my  story:  now  for  the  application.  While  I was  fight- 
ing in  the  anti-masonic  party,  I was  often  charged  by  my  oppo 
iients,  that,  if  we  should  procure  from  the  general  assembly  all 
we  asked  of  them,  or  all  they  could  give,  we  should  still  keep 
up  the  party,  merely  for  potter  and  oficc,  regardless  of  the  good 
of  the  country. 

I always  resented  this  foul  charge  against  me  with  indigna- 
tion, and  trusted  to  a clear  conscience,  and  the  testimony  of 
future  time,  for  a justification. 

Having  procured  from  the  general  assembly  all  we  could  ask, 
or  they  could  give,  1 yesterday  purged  myself  fiom  the  above 
charge,  by  voting,  as  I thought,  for  the  good  of  the  stale  and 
nation,  without  reference  to  masonry  or  anti- masonry. 

In  conclusion,  I will  now  declare — not  rashly — not  from  any 
feeling  of  disappointment,  but  from  a well  settled  and  delibe- 
rate conviction,  that  I believe,  and  I know  many  candid  men 
who  sustain  mein  it — that  the  adhering  political  anti-masons 
of  Rhode  Island  have  injured  the  state  and  nation  more,  by 
their  conduct  yesterday,  than  the  freemasons  of  Rhode  Island 
have  since  the  days  of  Roger  Williams. 

Wm.  I.  Tillinghast. 

Providence,  Jjpril  17,  18.34. 

It  tvill  be  recollected  tltat  when  Messrs.  Benton,  Saun- 
ders, and  others,  talked  so  much  and  so  loudly  about  “i-e- 
treiichment”  and  “reform,”  that  a very  long  and  excit- 
ing debate  took  place  in  the  liouse  of  representatives  on 
a proposition  to  abolish  the  place  of  draughtsman  to  the 
house,  as  many  supposed,  on  account  of  the  accomplish- 
ed gentleman  who  happened  to  fill  it!  The  correspon- 
dent of  the  “Portland  Advertiser,”  noticing  a late  de- 
bate, on  the  proposition  of  Mi\  J.  Q.  Adams  to  strike 
out  the  amount  in  the  general  appropriation  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  payment  of  an  additional  clerk  in  the  de- 
partment of  state,  says— 

‘•'And  so  the  debate  run  on,  as  water  runs  down  a hill,  or  the 
fountain  flows  in  front  of  the  capitol — but  there  w'as  not  much 
in  it — till  col.  Crockett  arose.  Now  every  pen  was  dropped — 
every  head  was  aroused — every  eye  was  fi.ved— every  wliisper 
was  hushed!  None  but  orators  can  throw  such  a calm  over  the 
stormy  waters — and,  therefore,  the  colonel  must  be  an  orator: 
Friends  and  enemies  rallied  around.  Thecalleries  hurried  to 
the  balustrades — and  the  colonel  began.  There  is  some  men 
W'hom  you  cannot  report.  The  colonel  is  one.  His  leer  you 
cannot  put  upon  paper — his  curious  drawl — the  odd  cant  of  his 
body  and  his  self-congratulation.  He  is  an  original  in  every 
thing,  in  the  tone  and  structure  of  his  sentences,  in  the  force 
and  novelty  of  metaphors,  and  hi.s  range  of  ideas.  ‘I  thought,’ 
said  the  colonel,  ‘when  in  1826  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Cambreleng),  was  for  cutting  down  the  ofliceof  draughts 
man,  it  was  reforming  a little  to  get  more.  It  was  like  the  child- 
ren on  the  branch  of  a great  tree  hanging  over  the  river,  sitting 
there  and  fishing  with  pin  hooks  to  catch  minnows.  It  was 
like  shearing  a hog — great  squeal  and  little  wool.’ 

“McDuffie’s  most  potentthunder,  Burges’  wit,  Kinney’s  logic, 
could  not  have  won  such  a burst  of  applause  from  the  magnates 
of  the  land.  The  colonel  sat  down  with  delight— and  the  mem- 
bers here  and  there  gave  him  a shake  of  the  hand,  as  they  often 
do  when  a man  does  a wonderful  thing.” 

Speaking  of  “retrenclxment  and  reform”  we  may  add 
the  following  from  a bill  reported  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  the  committee  on  public  buildings. 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  president’s  house, 
flooring  the  lei races,  and  erecting  stables  1^6,670 

For  the  gardener’s  salary,  and  for  laborers  employed  up- 
on the  grounds  and  walks  of  the  president’s  house,  and 
for  planting  9,850 

For  paving  foot  ways  at  the  north  front  of  the  presi- 
dent’s house,  and  making  a Macadamized  carriage  way  13,744 
For  planting  trees  and  repairing  the  fence  in  Lafayette 
square,  north  of  the  president’s  house  1,000 

For  completing  the  water  works  at  the  pieiident’s 
liouse,  and  executive  buildings  1,0.52 

For  completing  the  furniture  of  the  president’s  house  6,000 
For  excess  of  expenditures  beyond  the  appropriations 
made  by  the  late  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings 
during  the  last  year  22,930 

One  of  the  nio.st  beautiful  exettrsions  in  the  United 
States  may  now  be  made,  with  much  promptitude  and 


without  fatigue,  from  Baltimore  to  Harper’s  Ferry,  hj 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road  and  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  canal,  uniting  in  this  pleasant  little  journey  all 
that  is  sublime  and  beautiful  in  the  works  of  nature,  with 
the  most  splendid  specimens  of  tlie  works  of  art,  con- 
densing, as  it  were,  every  variety  of  mountain  or  valley, 
rocks  piled  on  rocks,  or  fertile  plains,  mighty  streams  or 
silver  rivulets — viaducts  and  aquaducts,  and  all  tliat  in- 
terests us  in  the  construction  of  rail  roads  or  canals,  in- 
cluding deep-cuts  and  side-cuts  and  embankments,  &e. 
on  the  greatest  scale.  A packet  boat  leaves  the  Point  of 
Rocks  for  Harper’s  Ferr)’,  immediately  after  ihe  arrival 
of  the  rail  road  cars.  Tlie  distance,  about  80  miles,  is 
performed  in  10  or  11  liours. 

Mr.  Mills  made  a second  ascent  in  his  balloon,  frora 
Fair  Mount,  Baltimore,  on  Thursday  evening  last.  It  was 
tlie  most  grand  as  well  as  most  beautiful  exhibition  of  the 
kind  tliat  we  ever  witnessed.  He  stood  suspended  near- 
ly over  the  city  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  when,  a eur- 
reiit  of  air  springing  up,  drove  the  balloon  a S.  S.  Ev 
course.  He  landed  safely. 

The  grand  jury  of  Davidson  county.  North  Carolina, 
has  solemnly  presented  Andrew  Jackson,  as  having  dis- 
apiioiiitcd  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people^  and 
for  his  arbitrary,  despotic  and  unconstitutional  conduct, 
kc.  We  give  ])lace  to  this  proceeding  in  a subsequent 
page  as  one  of  tlie  curiosities  of  these  our  days — not  as 
approving  of  such  doings  by  grand  juries. 

The  notorious  Weirick,  the  postmaster  and  mail  rob- 
ber, lias  been  released  frora  the  penitentiary  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  to  which  he  was  sentenced 
for  21  years — and  a son  of  the  postmaster  at  Middle- 
town,  Maryland,  has  been  arrested  for  robbing  the  mail. 
He  has  confessed  his  guilt.  His  robberies  amount  to 
2,000  dollars. 

The  town  of  York,  Upper  Canada,  is  now  called  the 
Citv  of 'For onto — and  among  the  aldermen  lately  chosei* 
is  Mr.  McKenzie,  so  often  voted  into  parliament  by  the 
people,  and  so  often  cast  out  through  the  iuiluence  of  the 
officers  of  the  crown. 

We  have  heard  a great  deal  about  the  horrors  of  Sing 
Sing  prison.  New  York;  and  the  sympathy  of  the  “dear 
sweet  people”  have  been  called  upon  to  relieve  the  poor 
sufferers!  Comparatively  honest  persons,  we  well  know, 
are  oftentimes  the  inmates  of  our  penitentiary  establish- 
ments— there  are  individuals  whose  depredations  on  so- 
ciety have  a greater  amount  than  lots  of  an  hundred  in- 
habitants of  our  state  prisons,  and  there  is  a prospect  that 
we  shall  have  more  “rag-barons, ’’gamblers  in  the  stocks, 
and  more  honest  “blacklegs,”  and  every  sort  of  specula- 
tors, than  all  of  them  will  contain — comfortably;  as  the 
chaplain  of  New-Gate  said,  on  examining  a new  “drop,” 
that  ‘■‘■six  might  hang  there  comfoktaijlt!”  But  how  is 
it  that  so  many  encounter  the  “horrors”  of  Sing  Sing, 
and  other  state  prisons,  a second  and  a third  time?  In 
the  language  of  the  poet,  do  they  not  say  in  their  con- 
duct— ’ 

“Honors  all  bail.”’ 

A large  business  has  been  lately  done  at  Washington, 
in  the  pocket-picking  line,  even  in  tlie  senate  chamber, 
or  in  the  gallery  of  the  senate,  during  the  exciting  de- 
bates that  have  recently  happened.  Two  of  the  gentle- 
men have  just  been  apprehended,  and,  among  other  odd 
things  found  in  their  possession  ~vas  a poem  on  the  cruel- 
ties "of  Sing  Sing! 

There  has  been  a large  importation  of  well-dressed, 
and  seemingly  well-bred  scoundrels  from  Europe,  espe- 
cially from  England — all  in  favor  of  a removal  of  depo- 
sites;  but  even  “the  government”  of  New  York  thinks  it 
right  to  deposite  them,  and  retain  them,  in  the  vaults  ol 
Sing  Sing.  The  depredations  of  these  knaves  may  be 
eounted  by  tens  of  tliousands  of  dollars  a year.  We  wish 
that  “Father  Bull”  would  keep  them  at  home:  they  will 
write  accounts  of  American  manners! 

Cii-ittLESTON  KAIL  ROAD.  The  locomolive  E.  L.  Mil- 
ler, arrived  yesterday  afternoon  at  the  depository  with  a 
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train  of  sixteen  cars,  containing  three  hundred  and  six 
United  States  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  major 
Heileman,  in  comiMiny  with  the  locomotive  Charleston 
•with  eight  cars,  containing  the  baggage  ot  the  troops. 
The  trip  was  performed  from  Aiken  in  ten  and  a half 
hours,  Tlie  spectacle  drew  a large  concourse  of  specta- 
tors, M'ho  were  highly  gratified.  [Patriot  April  11. 

Virginia.  A public  dinner  was  given  at  Richmond,  to  gen. 
John  Floyd,  on  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from  the  office  of 
governor  of  the  state.  Besides  the  toast  complimentary  to  him, 
the  following  were  among  the  “regular”  toasts,  and  will  show 
the  general  temper  of  the  company: 

The  senate  of  the  United  States— Representing  the  stales, 
and  nobly  discharging  the  high  functions  assigned  to  it  by  the 
constitution,  it  stands  a bulwark  to  protect  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

James  Madison  and  Jllbert  Gallatin — When  the  patriarchs  of 
the  republic  are  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  opposition  to  power, 
its  supporters  can  have  no  right  to  appropriate  to  themselves 
the  title  of  “the  republican  pnrty.” 

^‘Reform’' — The  text  w-as,  that  the  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment should  not  he  brought  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of 
elections — the  practical  comment  is  the  systematic  prostitution 
of  it  to  the  subsidizing  of  the  press  and  the  reward  of  devoted 
partisans. 

The  retrenchment  so  vauntingly  promised  by  the  present  ad- 
ministration— After  five  year’s  possession  of  power,  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  promise  is  found  in  the  insolvency  of  the  post  of- 
fice department,  and  the  augmentation  of  the  annual  charges 
of  the  government  from  13  to  22  millions. 

The  regeTicy,in  New  York  or  Virginia — Its  principle  is  to  ac- 
quire power  liy  intrigue,  and  rule  the  people  by  the  instrumen- 
tality of  their  own  offices  and  their  own  money.  Virginia  “will 
touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not,  the  unclean  thing.” 

Switzerland.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  the  federal  con- 
slitation  «>f  Switzerland,  which  was  to  be  presented  to  the  as- 
sembly of  the  Zofining,  on  the  26th  February. — It  is  divided  in- 
to two  parts — general  principles  and  special  provisions.  Among 
the  general  principles,  the  most  important  is  that  which  de- 
clares the  sovereiiMity  of  the  nation.  Paragraph  8 declares  the 
Swiss  territory  to  be  one  and  indivisible,  and  stipulates  a com- 
plete equality  of  rights  for  all  the  inhabitants.  The  liberty  of 
the  press  and  the  freedom  of  discussion,  are  acknowledged 
without  any  restrictions.  The  first  part  of  the  compact,  which 
comprises  the  general  principle  in  12  paragraphs,  can  never  he 
altered.  Among  the  special  provisions,  we  observe  by  para- 
graph 13  the  nation  is  divided  into  tribes,  and  the  country  into 
Cantona.  Paragraph  14  is  in  the  following  terms: 

“The  executive  of  the  federal  constitution  is  entrusted  to  a 
diet,  the  members  of  which  are  to  elected  by  the  tribes  in  the 
proportion  of  the  nmount  of  their  population — Paragraph  17. 
The  tribes  of  Switzerland  are  to  contrilmte  in  proportion  to  their 
resources  to  the  support  and  the  expenses  of  the  slate. — Para- 
graph 18.  The  confederation  will  establish  at  its  own  charaes 
such  patriotic  institutions  as  the  tribes  of  themselves  are  ena 
bled  to  establish. — Paragraph  19.  The  tribes  will  have  the  right 
of  giving  themselves  special  constittitions,  hut  on  the  express 
condition  that  they  are  not  at  variance  with  the  general  federal 
coasttimion.”  [National  Gazette. 

BANKS — CURRENCY — AND  THE  TIMES. 

We  regret  that  a line  or  two,  intended  to  have  been  added  to 
our  notice  concerning  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  Virginia,  was 
omitted — the  purport  of  which  was,  that  these  nole.s  were  rapitl- 
ly  returning  to  a more  moderate  rate  of  discount,  and  then 
were  only  2J^  to  3 per  cent,  below  par,  or  bank  money,  in 
Baltimore,  at  which  rutejthey  remain,  and  probably  will  be,  for 
eouie  time  to  come. 

A letter  from  one  of the  most  distinguished  gentlemen  of  Mis- 
sissippi, to  the  editor  of  the  Register,  say? — 

^‘We  are  in  as  much  distress  in  this  quarter,  and  in  more,  I 
believe,  than  the  people  of  your  neighborhood,  in  consequence 
of  the  interruption  which  has  taken  place  in  our  currency.  We 
are  an  enterprising  people — have  a new’  country  to  .«eitle,  a 
valuable  staple,  and  can  use  bank  facilities  to  great  advantage; 
and  w«  deal  largely  in  exchange,  foreign  and  donie.^tic.”  [lie 
then  speaks  of  great  political  changes  which  were  happening 
because  of  the  derangement  of  business,  and  general  distress 
that  attends  it.] 

The  insolvent  list  for  Baltimore,  for  the  last  week,  has  six- 
teen names,  one  of  them  from  the  county.  We  cannot  identify 
one  of  die  fifteen  in  the  city,  but  find  the  names  of  three  of  them 
on  the  “no  pressure”  memorial  to  congiess. 

The  New  York  papers  say  that  treasury  draughts  on  one  of 
the  deposite  banksfin  that  city,  for  the  sum  of  $100,000,  have 
been  made,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  money  in  Baltimore 
or  at  Washington;  150,000  dollars  in  specie,  arrived  in  Balti- 
more a few  days  since,  whether  to  remain  here,  or  pass  on  to 
Washington,  we  are  not  informed. 

The  bank  committee  ofthe  house  of  representatives  commenc- 
ed business  at  Philadelphia  last  week.  Richard  Rush,  former 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  been  appoiuted  their  secretary.  , 


There  are  reports  that  the  committee  had  demanded  possession 
ofthe  books,  and  the  keeping  of  them,  at  their  “own  inn”— and 
that  the  same  was,  of  course,  refused.  If  one  could  laugh  at 
things  so  grave — this  pretence  of  the  committee  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  possess  the  books  ofthe  bank  ofthe  United 
States,  while  Mr.  Beardsley,  and  others,  contend  that  congress 
has  no  power  even  to  cxoininc  the  books  of  the  bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  one  of  the  deposites  banks,  and  also  chartered  by 
congress — he  might  well  laugh  at  such  consistent  doings. 

It  may  well  be  questioned  also,  whether  in  the  present  rela- 
tions of  the  government  and  the  bank,  there  is  any  just  right  in 
congress  to  make  a special  examination  of  the  atlair.s  of  the 
bank,  unless  as  simple  holders  of  a part  of  its  stock.^  The  de- 
posites are  withdrawn!  But  in  any  case,  we  much  doubt  whe- 
ther such  committee  has  power,  (though  heretofore  partially 
exercised),  of  looking  into  the  accounts  of  private  individuals — 
that  power  not  being  vested  in  the  directors  themselves,  unless 
on  special  occasions. 

A sufficient  amount  of  subscription  has  been  made  to  the 
stock  of  the  new  state  bank  of  North  Carolina,  (recently  in- 
corporated as  a successor  or  substitute  lor  the  old  state  bank, 
now  winding  up),  to  authorise  the  bank’s  going  into  operation. 

It  is  stateil  in  the  Albany  Daily  .Advertiser  that  the  tonnagii 
received  from  New  A'ork,  from  the  west,  was  4,475  tons  up  to 
the  2-2d  April,  1833— up  to  same  date  in  the  present  year,  1,550 
tons. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal, 
have  determined  to  issue  promissory  notes  of  five,  ten  and 
twenty  dollars,  payable  one  year  after  dale,  with  four  per  cent, 
interest;  and  for  tiie  redemption  of  which,  stocks  of  the  stale 
of  Maryland,  and  ofthe  corporation  of  Washington  and  George- 
town, will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Phineas  Jasincji,  John  P. 
Van  Ness  and  William  Price,  as  trustees,  to  an  amount  greater 
than  it  is  proposed  to  issue  notes;  with  aiithoiity  in  the  trust 
to  sell  the  stocks,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  payment  of 
the  notes  when  at  maturity. 

On  the  3d  and  4ih  ult.  there  were  200  protests  in  N.  Oi leans — 
but  no  others  of  consequence  had  haiipened  up  to  the  lOlh, 
first  rate  paper  being  then  only  15  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hardin,  in  a speech  concerning  the  hanks  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  especially  to  obtain  an  examinaiion  into  the 
affairs  ofthe  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  gives  a table  of  the  public 
deposites,  specie  and  circulation  of  the  several  deposite  bank.*, 
the  sums  of  which  are  as  follows: 

Public  deposites $11,485,525^ 

Specie 3,.376,.309 

Circulation, '. 10,202,995 

The  deposite  banks  are  25. 

MISCELLANEOUS  I'FEMS. 

If.  Johnson  has  consented  to  be  a candidate  to  repre- 
sent the  New  Orleans  district  iu  congress,  at  the  next 
election. 

Judge  Porter,  of  the  U.  S.  senate,  from  Louisiana,  is 
a native  of  Ireland.  Ilis  father,  though  a clergyman, 
fell  a victim,  in  1798,  to  the  tyranny  that  destroyed  the 
Emmetts  and  Tones,  of  Ireland,  or  drove  them  into  exile 
from  their  native  land. 

We  have  a long  list  of  reappointments  made  by  the 
president  and  senate — and  a few  new  appointments, 
chiefly  in  the  revenue  service. 

Mr.  Gates,  the  celebrated  merchant  at  .Montreal,  re- 
cently died  in  that  city;  and  a day  or  two  afterwards, 
Mr.  Bancroft,  his  associate  in  business,  snftered  an  apo- 
plectic attack,  and  also  departed  for  that  land  whence  no 
traveller  returns.  These  events  spread  a general  gloom 
over  the  people  of  Montreal. 

Died  on  Alonday  last,  in  Baltimore,  in  the  r)4lh  y^ar 
of  his  age,  J^hilip  .Moore,  esq.  jiresident  of  the  Franklin 
bank  in  this  city,  lie  ■was  an  “honest  man.” 

I'he  house  of  capt.  John  C.  Kissinger  was  lately  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
with  it  nine  of  his  children,  the  oldest  about  19  years  of 
age.  Capt.  K.  and  his  wife  were  on  a visit  to  her  pa- 
rents, about  8 miles  distant.  It  is  not  known  how  this 
awful  calamity  liappened.  Tlie  hones  of  the  deceased 
were  found  in  tlie  relative  positions  in  which  they  sle])t, 
and  renders  it  probable  that  tliey  were  all  smothered  he^ 
fore  the  fire  reached  them.  Jiie  barn  was  also  consnm.- 
ed,  and  with  it  one  horse,  two  oxen,  two  hogs  and  a 
dog. 

Col.  Crockett  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  Saturday 
last,  and  in  the  evening  attended  the  theatre,  where  he  xvas 
received  with  great  glee,  by  a very  numerous  body  of 
the  people. 

*Tliis  sum,  ix-rlMps,  dors  not  exceed  11  niiltiori* — for  in  two 
eases,  one  of  ilirni  of  no  importance,  the  dejiositcs,  public  or 
pt irate,  are  returned  ca  masse. 
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About  100,000  lbs.  of  wool  w‘ere  recently  sold  at  pub- 
lic sale,  in  Boston.  The  sale  went  oft*  with  animation, 
and  the  prices  equalled  the  expectations  of  the  owners, 
though  they  were  from  15  to  per  cent.  lov.  er  than  last 
fall.  Fleece  wool  brought  from  38  to  55  cents.  After 
the  public  sale,  about  b0,000  {jounds  were  taken  at  pri- 
vate sale,  at  soine  improvement  on  the  auction  prices. 

The  steamboat  Protector  w'as  lately  consumed  by  fii-e 
a few  miles  below  Claiborne,  Alabama.  The  passen- 
gers and  crew  narrowly  escaped,  but  200  bales  of  cotton, 
fcte,  were  consumed  in  the  boat. 

As  a steamboat  was  leaving  Natchez  on  the  6th  ult.  a 
shot  was  fired  from  a house  near  llie  wharf,  and  a pas- 
senger killed.  No  cause  is  assigned  for  this  atrocious 
act.  Tt  is  the  third  time  that  the  like  has'happened ! 

The  complete  returns  of  the  late  election  in  Connecii- 


cut  give  the  following  results: 

Foot  (“whig”)  18,411 

Edwards  (Jackson) 15,844 

Storrs  (anti-mason) 2,398 

Scattering 305 


Total 36,958 


Foot’s  plurality  over  Edwards 2,557 

Do.  majority  over  Edwards  ami  Storrs ,169 

Wanting  to  make  a choice  in  consequence 

of  the  scattering  votes. .69 


According  to  calculation,  said  to  be  exact,  made  from 
the  Almanacs  of  Paris,  and  the  difterent  departments, 
there  are  in  France,  1,700,843  doctors,  and  1,400,651 
sick  persons;  1,900,492  lawyers,  and  last  year  only 
993,000  suits. 

The  assessment  upon  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
railway,  for  parish  rates,  is  estimated  on  a rental  of 
£3,200  per  mile,  or  £96,000  for  the  wdiole  thirty  miles. 

Mr.  Potter,  cashier  of  the  Union  bank,  at  Columbia, 
Tenn.  was  knocked  down  near  the  bank,  at  10  o’clock  at 
jiight,  and  rendered  insensible,  and  then  badly  stabbed — 
after  which  the  keys  were  taken  from  him,  and  the  bank 
robbed  of  $19,000.  Mr.  P.  was  accidentally  discovered 
some  time  after  the  whole  affair  had  been  finished.  It 
was  exj)ected  that  lie  would  recover. 

Alonzo  Phelps,  a murderer  and  highwayman,  broke 
jail  at  Vicksburg,  on  the  da^  previous  to  the  one  appoint- 
ed for  his  execution,  and,  while  running  from  Llie  prison, 
(was  killed  by  the  sheriff'  with  a rifle. 

Perfect  toleration  on  religious  subjects  has  been  pr.o- 
.claimed  in  Venezuela,  and  the  bishop  of  Barbadoes  had 
arrived  at  Laguira  to  establish  an  Episcopal  church  there. 
The  president,  Paez,  would  assist  at  the  ceremony. 
(Under  such  proceedings,  we  hope  for  a better  state  of 
things. 

The  Pittsburgh  Gazette  of  Saturday  mentions  that 
about  nine  hundred  old  soldiers  have  been  paid  their 
pensions,  at  the  branch  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  in  that 
city,  since  the  3d  of  March.  The  total  amount  paid  ex- 
ceeds forty  thousand  dollars. 

— ...^e  ® 

TWEUfTy-THIRD  CONGRESS-FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

April^5.  Mr.  IFefcsier  presented  a memorial  from  3,000  citi- 
zens of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  against  the  removal  of  the 
deposites — referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a pub- 
lic meeting  in  the  district  of  Hanover,  York  county,  Pa.  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  There  was  considerable  debate 
on  the  pre.sentation  of  these  proceedings,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay, 
Forsyth,  McKean  and  Brown  took  part.  Tliey  were,  tempora- 
rily, on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senate  tlien  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  modified  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  on  the 
^president’s  protest,  &c. 

" The  Qiiestion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bibh  to  amend, 

Mr.  Bibb  obtained  the  floor  at  half  past  2,  and  addressed  the 
senate  in  favor  of  his  amendment;  but  before  he  had  concluded, 
he  gave  way  to  a motion  to  adjourn;  when  the  senate  adjourn- 
ed till  Monday. 

^pril  28.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  public  meetings,  &.c. 
disapproving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  were  presented  as 
follows:  by  Mr.  Tyler,  from  the  young  mmi  of  Richmond  and 
Manche.^ter,  Va.;  by  Mr.  Lei^h,  from  citizens  of  Gloucester 
copiity,  Va.;  and  by  Mr.  Webster,  from  6,000  of  the  freemen  of 
ilie  city  of  Utica,  and  the  county  of  Oneida,  NeW  York;  which 
were  severally  read,  refi  rred,  &c. 

Memorials,  8tc.  approving  the  conduct  of  tlie  e.vecutive  in  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  were  preseiUed,  by  Mt-  fFii/a'n?  from 


a meeting  of  citizens  in  Huntingdon  county,  Pa.;  and  by  Mr* 
R/ou;n,  from  a public  meeting  in  Edgecomb  county,  N.  Caro- 
lina; which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Cloy  suliniitled  two  resolutions  which  w»  re  considered 
and  adopted,  the  first  directing  lire  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  to 
report  to  the  senate,  tlie  gross  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  public  lands  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  during  1833, 
disiingui.'hing  tile  number  of  acres  sold  in  each  slate — and  the 
second  iininiring  the  manner  by  which  the  20lb  part  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  within  the  stale  of  Ohio,  set 
apart  for  roads,  is  ascertained. 

After  the  presentation,  &e.  of  various  petitions  and  the  report 
and  disposition  of  several  private  bills, 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  Mr.  Poindexter’s  resolutions 
as  modified.  The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Bibb;  and  Mr.  Bibb  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  when 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  29.  The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  senate,  made  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  ilie 
20ih  instant,  showing  the  number  of  memorials,  proceedings 
and  resolutions,  presented  to  the  senate  for  and  against  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  The  nnviber  against  the  removal,  is 
stated  to  be  114,918,  and  that  for  it  8,721. 

Mr.  ileiZ  presented  a memorial  from  Somersworih,  and  ano- 
ther from  Dover,  New  Hampshire,  the  first  signed  by  452  and  the 
latter  by  500  citizens,  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
which  were  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter  reported  a bill  making  a grant  of  land  for  the 
Polish  patriots;  which  w'as  read  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Chambers  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  tin;  treasury  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  senate,  whether  any  other  treasury  drauglit.«,  called  at 
the  department  transfer  draughts  on  the  United  States  bank, 
have  been  drawn  since  bis  report  of  llie  llih  December,  1833; 
and  the  purposes  to  wliich  the  amounts  of  such  draughts,  if 
any,  have  been  applied. 

Mr.  If'elistcr  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move  to-morrow  to 
take  up  the  military  appropriation  bill;  and  also  to  go  into  e.\- 
ccutive  business. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  protest 
of  the  president,  &c.  The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bibb’s  amend- 
ment, 

Mr.  Grundy  ros^e  and  addressed  the  senate  unlil  a quarter 
past  4 o’clock,  wlmn,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  tlie  senate  ad- 
journed. 

April.  30.  A memorial  opposed  to  tlie  removal  of  the  depos- 
ites, was  presented  by  Mr.  Sprague  from  citizens  of  Hallowell, 
Maine;  which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, praying  for  the  adoiition  of  the  warehousing  system. 

Tlie  senate  then  again  look  up  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
Poindexter,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  president’s  protest. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb  to  amend,  Mr. 
Clay  addressed  the  senate  unlil  a quarter  after  3 o’clock,  when 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  senate  adjourned. 

3Iay  1.  Mr.  McKean  presented  memorials  from  Northumber- 
land, Susquehannah  and  Bradford  counties,  Pa.  Mr.  McKean 
stated  that  he  had  been  requested  to  present  the  memorial  of 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty  inhabitants  of  the  borough  ofMil- 
ton,  in  Northumberland,  one  of  the  middle  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  speak  in  the  usual  language  of  their  embar- 
rassments and  pecuniary  distress.  They  are  opposed  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites,  and  in  favor  of  rechartering  the  United 
States  bank.  A large  number  of  them  were  the  original  friends 
of  general  Jackson,  and  supported  him  in  1832.  Many  of  them 
he  knew  had  been  the  active  friends  of  the  general. 

The  second  came  nearer  home;  it  was  signed  by  1,300  citi- 
zens of  Susquehannah  county,  adjoining  the  one  in  which  he 
resided.  A warm  political  friend  of  his  own,  and  a uniform 
supporter  of  general  Jackson,  authorised  him  to  say,  that  it 
contained  tlie  names  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  voters,  and  that  at  least  500  of  the  signers  voted  for  gen. 
Jackson  in  1832. 

The  third  came  from  his  own  county,  a strong  Jackson  coun- 
ty, signed  by  about  1,600  citizens  without  distinction  of  party. 
They  say,  in  transmitting  the  memorial,  they  desire  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  they  are  actuated  by  no  parly  or  politi- 
tical  motives,  and  they  sincerely  regret  and  deplore  the  manner 
ill  whicli  this  question  has,  by  artful  means  and  designing  men, 
been  mingled  with  the  parly  conflicts'of  the  day.  'J’hey  deem 
it  a subject  too  deeply  alFecting  the  interests  of  every  class  of 
llio  community,  to  be  prostituted  to  the  base  purposes  of  per- 
sonal aggrandizement,  and  express  a hope  that  every  patriot 
will  discountenance  the  connexion  of  this  question  with  the 
politic.s  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Webster  said— Now,  with  great  respect  to  the  senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  JV/c/veun),  he  should  not  like  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  him  that  would  create  any  embarrassment,  but  as  he 
said  he  had  presented  the  names  oflliose,  some  of  whom  were 
friends  of  the  adtninisi ration,  and  most  of  whom  he  knew,  and 
as  he  resided  in  one  of  the  counties,  he,  (Mr.  W.)  would  like 
to  know  of  him,  if  he  would  not  take  it  amiss,  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a deep  and  growing  disap[irobalion  of  the  mca- 
sureg  of  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites from  the  liqiik  of  the  United  j?tat(;s? 
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Mr.  McKean  replied  that  he  had  not  the  sliglitest  objection  to 
aiiavveriiig  the  inquiry.  He  stated  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  he 
knew  the  county  of  Northumberland,  it  contained  a number  of 
persons  who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  support  of  the  pre- 
sent executive.  They  themselves  stated  that  they  were  the 
original  friends  of  general"  Jackson,  and  voted  for  him  in  1832. 
He  also  stated  that,  in  his  own  county,  their  memorial  was 
signed  without  distinction  of  party.  Although  he  did  not  know 
the  sentiments  of  every  gentleman  in  his  county,  yet  those  gen- 
tlemen who  were  responsible  to  him  for  the  memorial  authoris- 
ed him  to  state  that  fact. 

His  desire,  Mr.  McK.  said,  was  to  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  distinctly.  As  far  as  he  knew, 
the  people  of  the  counties  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  (al- 
though he  unfortunately  differed  with  them  on  some  points), 
were  much  dissatistied  with  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites. 
There  was  much  discontent,  and  he  believed  that  the  people 
were  against  the  administration  for  its  late  measures,  though 
they  attributed  them  only  to  error  of  judgment.  He  did  not 
mean  to  be  understood,  Mr.  McK.  said,  as  conveying  the  idea 
that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  were  opposed  to  the  executive; 
he  only  meant  that  they  were  generally  opposed  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  which  they  attributed,  as  before  saidj  to  error. 

Mr.  McKean  also  presented  a memorial  from  Northampton 
county.  Pa.  approving  the  measures  of  the  executive  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites. 

These  memorials  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  to  present  a memorial  which  would  neutralize 
the  last  one  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  McK.).  The  memorial,  with  the  presentation  of  which 
he  was  charged,  was  from  Bald  Eagle  township,  in  Centre 
county,  Pennsylvania.  It  is  accompanied  by  a letter  which 
states  that  three-fourths  of  the  subscribers  to  the  memorial  have 
been,  until  very  recently,  the  most  unyielding  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration; and  he  would  further  state,  for  the  comfort  of  the 
supporters  of  the  executive,  that  the  letter  adds,  “that  the  pre- 
sidential protest  has  reached  us,  and  I feel  safe  in  assuiing  you 
that  its  dangerous  doctrines  will  excite  almost  universal  repro- 
bation.” 

The  numerous  subscribers  to  this  memorial  testify  that,  in 
voting  for  the  re-election  of  general  Jackson  they  did  not  intend 
to  decide  against  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorial  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr-  Chambers  presented  the  proceedings  of  a large  and  re- 
spectable meeting  recently  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  dis.ap- 
proving  of  the  measures  of  the  administration  in  relation  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  condemning  the  late 
protest  of  the  president. 

A long  and  interesting  debate  then  followed,  in  which  Messrs. 
Chambers,  Grundy,  Clay,  Brown  and  iV/ciiean  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  proceedings  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business,  and,  after  remaining  some  time  with  closed  doors, 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  April  24.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Mardis  was  again 
resumed,  when  Mr.  McKennan,  of  Pa.  occupied  the  morning 
hour  in  opposition  to  it,  without  concluding. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  to  strike  out  tw’o  items  in  the  bill,  one  for 
a clerk  in  the  topographical  bureau,  of  1,000  dollars,  and  another 
in  the  clothing  bureau  of  700  dollars.  A long  debate  arose,  and 
the  motion  was  finally  negatived,  ayes  61,  noes  63. 

A motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  an  item  of  $5,000  for 
additional  clerk  hire  in  the  pension  office. 

This  motion  led  to  an  animated  and  protracted  debate,  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  head  of  a department  to  employ  ex- 
tra clerks  at  his  pleasure,  and  then  to  demand  from  congr(!ss  an 
appropriation  to  pay  them,  was  warmly  denied,  ft  was  inci- 
dentally admitted  in  debate,  that  the  necessity  for  the,  employ- 
mentof  these  additional  clerks  arose  in  part  from  the  transfer  of 
the  pension  agency  from  the  hank  of  the  United  States.  The 
committee  continued  to  sit  until  about  6 o’clock;  when 

Mr.  Vinton  moved  that  it  rise,  which  motion  prevailed — ayes 
75,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Polk  now  moved  for  leave  to  introduce  a resolution  mak- 
ing the  present  bill  the  order  of  the  day,  at  12  o’clock,  every 
day,  Mondays  and  Saturdays  excepted. 

Mr.  Finion  objected,  and 

Mr.  Pof A moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but  before  any  deci- 
sion was  had,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T-lnton,  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  April '25.  Mr.  Chilton  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  law  which  requires  two  wit- 
nesses to  establish  a pension  for  wounds  received  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  &c. 

Mr.  Duncan  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  house  to  lay  on 
the  table  and  have  printed,  a bill  to  modify  and  extend  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
with  certain  limitations  and  conditions;  which  bill,  he  gave  no- 
tice, he  intends  to  offer  as  a substitute  for  a bill  reported  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  to  regulate  the  deposites  of 
the  public  money  in  the  local  banks. 

[The  bill  introduced  by  Mi.  Duncan  proposes  that  the  char- 
ter of  the  present  bank  of  the  United  States  shall  be  continued 


for  twenty  years  from  the  4ih  day  of  March,  1836,  provided  that 
the  United  States  shall  surrender  the  whole  of  its  stock,  and 
the  present  stockholders  shall  surrender  half  of  the  stock  in  the 
bank  held  by  them  respectively;  the  several  states  to  have  the 
right  to  subscribe,  at  par  value,  in  proportion  to  their  respec- 
tive representation  in  the  hou:«e  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars  of  stock  so  to  bo 
surrendered,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  in  the  event  of  any  state’s 
declining  to  subscribe  and  pay  in  the  amount  of  the  quota  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  February,  1836.  The  amendment  embra- 
ces several  other  new  features;  such  as  limiting  the  dividend 
on  stock  to  seven  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  surplus,  after  the 
accumulation  of  a contingent  fund  of  three  millions,  to  be  paid 
over  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;  prohibiting  the 
issue  of  any  notes  of  a denomination  less  than  ten  dollars;  re- 
quiring a bonus  of  $200,000  per  annum,  to  be  appropriated  to 
internal  improvements,  &c.  &c.  This  being  the  first  practical 
proposition  in  the  house  of  representatives,  contemplating,  in 
any  form,  the  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  present  bank  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  thought  this  brief  note  of  it  might 
be  acceptable  to  our  readers.] 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  for  an  investigation  of  certain 
of  the  district  banks,  was, again  taken  up  for  consideration; 
when  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Chilton  addressed  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  under  debate  being  the  item  of  $31,731,  for  ad- 
ditional clerk  hire  in  the  post  master  general’s  department. 

Avery  warm  and  interesting  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
Lincoln,  Pope,  Reed,  P.irker,  Evans,  VVardwell,  Polk,  II.  Eve- 
rett, Connor,  Chilton,  Hardin,  Ewing  and  liannegan  look  part. 

In  the  course  of  Mr.  Chilton's  remarks,  hi?  leferred  to  the  re- 
port of  the  retrenchment  cninmiitee  of  1828,  in  which,  in 
speaking  of  the  post  office  department,  it  was  affirmed,  that, 
under  the  able  administration  of  its  then  chief  (judge  McLean) 
it  had  been  bronglil  up,  from  an  annual  charge  to  the  govern- 
ment of  upwards  of  $58,000,  to  yield  in  1827,  a nett  profit  of 
$100,312,  with  an  extension  of  post  routes  and  post  offices. 
But  alas!  how  now?  The  department  by  its  own  showing,  has 
borrowed  at  a per  centage,  and  without  law,  $400,000,  and  us 
admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  $170,000  be- 
sides; and  how  much  more  it  ow'es,  no  one-can  tell,  la  the 
same  time,  an  increase  in  the  number  of  clerks  and  other  offi- 
cers, involving  an  expen.se  of  about  $50,000.  That  when  Mr. 
McLean  left  the  department  in  1828,  the  number  of  clerks  was 
38,  while  it  is  now  92. 

The  question  to  strike  out  the  item  was  negatived  without  a 
count. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  reduce  the  item  from  $31,700  to  17,000. 
The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  motion  and  nega- 
tived, ayes  .53,  noes  85. 

On  motion  of  IMr.  Polk  an  item  of  $.3, .500  for  additional  clerk 
hire  to  bring  up  the  arrears,  and  transcribing  the  field  notes  of 
the  post  office  department,  w as  stricken  out;  w'hen  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IVilliutns,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Saturday,  April  26.  The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Beaty,  on 
the  lOlh  instant,  authorising  a survey  and  examination  of  the 
Ctimberland  river,  witlt  a view  of  rendering  it  navigable  for 
steamboats,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  E.  D.  While  reported  a bill  authorising  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  cause  improvements  on  the  steam  engine  to  be 
made. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  consideration  of  his  resolution  fixing  a 
day  of  adjournment;  but  it  being  objected  to,  be  moved  to  dis- 
pense with  the  rule,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  they 
were  taken  accordingly  and  stood  as  follows:  yeas  91,  nays  57. 

Tw'o  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  the  consideration  of  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  which  was  refused. 

After  attending  to  several  private  bills,  the  house  passed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur,  as 
in  committee  of  the  w hole;  which,  having  been  gone  through, 
was  reported  to  the  house;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  28.  Mr.  Garland,  a member  elect  from  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  vice  Mr.  Bullard,  resigned,  appeared,  was 
qualified  and  look  his  seat. 

Messrs.  Hall  and  Gm/rom,  of  North  Carolina,  who  had  each 
presented  memorials  from  their  respective  districts,  on  the  last 
petition  day,  addressed  the  house  on  the  subject,  the  former  in 
a speech  of  two  hours.  The  memorials  of  each  were  read,  re- 
ferred, &c. 

Mr.  Gamble  who  had  also,  on  the  last  petition  day,  presented 
the  memorial  of  183  persons,  nearly  all  voters,  of  Savannah, 
Geo.  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  paid  some  very 
flattering  compliments  to  the  character  of  the  memorialists. 
Mr.  G.. stated  that  the  memorialists  represent  that  since  the 
first  of  October  last,  the  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  the  great 
southern  staple,  has  been  at  least  one  fourth  of  its  actual  value 
at  that  time.  The  entire  value  of  the  cotton  crop  is  estimated 
at  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  direct  loss  of  the  cotton 
planters  may  be  fairly  stated  at  from  six  to  eight  millions  of 
dollars;  of  which  more  than  a million  falls  on  the  stale  of  Geor- 
gia; and  thi<,  independently  of  the  loss  which  results  from  the 
fact,  that  50,00(1  bales  less  w'ill  be  required  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  United  States” — Read,  referred,  &c. 
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Memorials,  &c.  opijosed  to  the  removal  of  the  deposiles 
were  pre.-ienle«1  by  Mr.  II.  M.  Johmon,  from  between  3 and  400 
citizens  ol  tirant  county,  Ky.;  by  Mr.  Chilton,  Irom  a meeliii"  of 
the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Ijrandenbiiri;  Ky.;  by  Mr.  Mitchell, 
from  cilizens  of  the  12ih  congressional  district  in  Ohio;  by  Mr. 
Vinton,  of  Ohio,  from  cilizens  of  his  district;  by  Mr.  Corurin, 
from  inliabitants  of  the  county  of  Clinton,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Vance, 
(•2y  minnorials),  signed  by  1,241  citizens  of  Champaign  county, 
Ohio;  by  lUr.  IVhite,  ofLon.  from  a huge  meeiing  of  the  citizens 
of  iVcw  Orleans;  by  Mr.  Murphtj,  from  citizens  of  Dallas  county, 
Alabama;  by  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Mass,  the  |)roceedings  of  a public 
meeting  in  his  district,  as  also  a letter  of  instructions,  which 
letter,  he  said  he  should  not  comply  with.  All  wliich  were 
read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  &c.  approving  of  I he  removal  of  the  deposiles 
were  presented,  by  Mr.  Wayne,  from  687  citizens  of  Savannah, 
(ieorcMa;  by  Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky.  from  a meeting  in  his  district;  by 
Mr.  Thompson,  from  cilizens  of  Salem,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Milchtll, 
of  Ohio,  from  citizens  of  his  district;  and  Mv.  Leavitt  from 
citizens  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio;  which  were  severally  read, 
referred,  &c.  and  t'^en  the  house  atljourned. 

Tuesday,  April Mv.  Lincoln  a.~k( d b’ave  to  offer  a reso- 
lution calling  for  information  from  one  of  the  departments. 

Opposition  being  made,  he  moved  for  the  suspension  of  tlie 
rule,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tlie  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  lay  be- 
fore this  house  a statement  of  the  number,  and  names,  and  dales 
of  the  appointments,  respeciivt  ly,  of  the  clerks,  agents  and 
other  officers  and  persons  employed  in  his  depariment,  (other 
tlian  postmasters  and  persoms  employed  in  the  respective  post 
offices),  and  of  the  distribution  and  assii’iiment  of  the  appro- 
priate duties  of  each;  and  especially  of  the  character  of  the 
services  required  by  the  solicitor,  .in'd  clerks  of  the  solicitor’s 
office;  and  the  duties  and  official  employment  of  each  of  the 
persons  who,  in  the  register  of  the  offices  and  agents  of  the 
government,  called  the  “Bine  Book,”  are  denominated  “clerks 
of  appointment;”  and  that  he  do  inform  the  house  from  what 
fund  or  appropriation  all  the  officer.^  and  persons  aforesaid, 
employed  in  his  department,  have  received  their  compciisa- 
lion;  and  that  he  be  further  directed  to  state  to  this  house, 
to  what  corporations  or  individuals,  (if  any),  tlie  post  office 
idepartment  is  indebted  for  money  borrowed,  and  to  what 
.amount  to  each  of  such  corporations  or  individuals  respectively, 
and  at  what  rates  of  interest  such  loans  have  been  obtained; 
whether  the  department  has  overdrawn  the  amount  of  depo- 
^ites  to  its,eredit  in  bank  or  banks;  and  if  so,  in  wliat  balances  it 
Is  now  indebted  to  such  banks;  in  what  instances,  (if  any),  and 
to  what  amount,  the  department  has  anticipated  its  revenue  by 
draughts  on  post  offices  in  advance  of  the  current  quarter,  and 
whether  there  are  arrearages  due  to  any  contractors,  according 
to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  either  executed  or  continuing 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  and  to  whom,  and  to  what 
amount  respectively;  and  what  is  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
indebtedness  of  the  department,  beyond  its  present  means  and 
resources,  to  diseharge  all  its  pecuniary  obligations  in  time,  and 
according  to  its  engagements  and  liabilities.” 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows; yeas  103,  nays  50. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

fFhe  speaker  said  the  resolution  must,  by  rule,  lie  one  day. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  dispense  with  the  rule. 

Mr.  Adams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

They  were  taken,  and  stood,  yeas  110,  nays  68.  Two  thirds 
■not  consenting,  the  rule  was  not  suspended;  and  the  resolution 
lies  on  the  table  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  that  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war  re- 
lative to  the  death  ofHardiman  Gwens,  be  taken  up;  and  it  be- 
ing taken  up, 

Mr.  Gilmer  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  a select  committee, 
.and  Mr.  Clay  its  reference  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

A debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Gilmer  and  Clay,  in 
■which  the  former,  after  disavowing  any  intention  of  attacking 
the  administration,  alluded  to  the  order  given  by  the  commander 
of  the  United  States  troops  “to  take  Owens  dead  or  alive,” 
and  to  the  order  from  the  war  department  to  defend  the  prose- 
cution against  those  who  shot  him,  at  the  expense  of  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  by  an  agent  sent  for  that  purpose  from 
Washington.  Before  any  decision  was  had,  the  hour  expired, 
^md  the  house  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  now  taken  up,  and 
Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  an  item  of  ,<|3,500 
for  additional  clerk  hire  in  the  offices  of  the  surveyors  general 
of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Michigan,  which  motion  was  opposed  by 
Me.ssrs.  McKinley,  Polk,  Lyon,  Clay,  Ashley  and  Lane,  and 
finally  rejected. 

Mr.  Vance  then  moved  to  strike  out  an  item  allowing  ,<|10, 000 
for  supplying  town«hip  plats  to  certain  land  offices:  after  several 
motions  to  amend  Mr.  V’s  motioti  by  reducing  the  allowance  in 
the  item;  and  it  was,  after  considerable  debate,  reduced  to 
$5,000. 

Various  other  amendments  being  offered  and  disposed  of, 

Mr.  Selden  moved  to  introduce  a proviso  in  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  compensation  of  United  States  district  attorneys, 
forbidding  them  to  bring  separate  suits  in  cases  where  they 
-can  be  consolidated.  On  this  amendment,  a debate  arose  which 
fasted  till  5 o’clock,  when  the  committee  rose,  and  the  iiouse 
ftd/oiirned. 


s Wednesday,  April  30.  Mr.  gave  notice  to  (he  hon.'e 

) that  he  should,  tomorrow,  ask  p(uinis.*ion  to  introduce  a bill 
I forbidding  the  corporations  ol  VVasliington,  Alexandria  and 
, Gforgelown,  from  issuing  pioiiiissory  notes  below  the  denoini- 
. nation  of  ten  dollars. 

, Mr.  McKennan  resumed  and  concluded  bis  remarks  in  oppo- 
, silion  to  tlie  resolutions  ofMr.  Mardis, and  Mr.  Gulhruith, ot  Pa. 

, obtained  the  lioor  for  to-morrow. 

s The  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  in  the 
, United  States,  was  taken  up  and  passed  through  coiniiiiuee, 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  duration  of  the  commission  under  the 
French  treaty  for  two  years, 

And  the  bill  making  an  extension  under  the  treaty  with  Naples 
for  six  months,  were  severally  taken  up  and  passed  through 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  again  taken  up,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  day  consumed  in  discussing  its  details 
without  coming  to  a conclusion.  At  a late  hour  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Thursday,  May \.  Mr.  Adams  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a bill  to  prevent  the  corporations  of  Washington,  Ale.x- 
andria,  and  Georgetown  from  issuing  bills  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  ten  dollars:  which  bill  was  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  iincoin  moved  that  the  house  take  up  the  resolution  he 
had  moved  a day  or  two  since,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  post 
office  department. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  L.  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule,  and  called  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered.  The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken, 
stood  as  follows:  yeas  93,  nays  63.  There  not  being  two-thirds 
in  the  affirmative,  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  coinmil- 
tee  of  the  whole.  The  question  still  being  on  the  allowances 
to  foreign  ministers,  the  debate  was  renewed  with  additional 
spirit  and  interest,  and  continued  till  6 o’clock.  The  motion  to 
strike  out  the  salaries  of  ministers  to  England  and  Russia  was 
negatived  by  a vote  of  101  to  69. 

After  which  the  house  adjourned. 

—.»►»©  @ ©•««*—- 
A HORRIBLE  AFFAIR. 

The  occurrence  of  a fire  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  10th  lilt, 
has  led  to  a disclosure  of  circumstances  of  a horrifying  charac- 
ter. The  Courier  of  that  day  has  the  annexed  particulars: 

“A  fire  broke  out  this  morning  in  tlie  kitchen  of  madamc  La- 
laurie,  corner  of  Royal  and  Bayou  streets,  which  was  soon 
wrapt  in  flames.  It  was  known  to  some  of  the  neighbors,  that 
the  upper  part  of  this  building  was  used  as  a prison,  and  that  it 
was  then  tenanted  by  several  unformnale  slaves  loaded  wiih 
chains.  Information  of  this  fact  was  communicated  tojudgrj 
Canonge,  who  instantly  wailed  on  Mr.  Lalaurie,  and  asked 
permission  of  that  gentleman,  in  a polite  manner,  to  have  the 
slaves  removed  to  a place  of  safely;  when  the  latter,  with  much 
riidenes-s  replied,  that  ‘there  were  those  who  would  be  better 
employed  if  they  would  attend  to  their  own  affairs  instead  of 
officiously  intermcdling  with  the  concerns  of  other  people.’ 
The  flames  gaining  rapidly  on  the  building,  orders  were  given^ 
to  break  open  the  doors,  which  being  promptly  obeyed,  a most* 
appalling  sight  was  presented,  in  the  shape  of  several  wretched 
negroes  emerging  from  the  fire,  their  bodies  covered  with  scars 
and  loaded  with  chains!  Amongst  them  was  a female  slave, 
upwards  of  60  years  of  age,  who  could  not  move.  Some  young 
men  carried  her  to  the  city  guard  house,  where  the  others,  six 
in  number,  were  also  conducted,  to  be  protected  from  the  cru- 
elty of  their  owner.  We  saw  one  of  these  miserable  beings. 
The  sight  was  so  horrible  that  we  could  scarce  look  upon  it. 
Tlie  most  savage  heart  could  not  have  witnessed  the  spectacle 
unmoved.  He  had  a large  hole  in  his  head,  his  body  from  head 
to  fool  was  covered  with  scars  and  filled  with  worms!!!  The 
sight  inspired  us  with  so  much  horror,  that  even  at  the  moment 
of  writing  this  article  we  shudder  from  its  effects.  Those  who 
have  seen  the  others  represent  them  to  be  in  a similar  condition. 

“We  forbear  a further  description  of  this  revolting  spectacle, 
as  it  can  hardly  be  agreeable  to  th«  feelings  of  our  readers.  We 
hope  the  grand  jury  will  takecognizanee  of  this  unparalleled  out- 
rage, and  bring  the  perpetrators  of  it  to  the  punishment  they  so 
richly  deserve.” 

The  Bee  oftlie  ilth  April,  says — ‘^The  populace  have  repair- 
ed to  the  house  of  this  woman,  and  have  demolished  and  de- 
stroyed every  thing  upon  which  they  could  lay  their  hands.  At 
the  time  of  inditing  this  the  fury  of  the  mob  remained  still  una- 
bated and  threatens  the  demolition  of  the  entire  edifice.” 

The  popular  fury  which  we  briefly  adverted  to  in  our  paper  of 
yesterday,  as  consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  the  barbarous 
and  fiendish  atrocities  committed  by  the  woman  Lalaurie  upon 
the  person  of  her  slaves,  continued  unabated  the  whole  of  the 
evening  before  last  and  part  of  yesterday  morning.  It  was  found 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  order,  for  the  sheriff  and 
his  officers  to  repair  to  the  place  of  riot  and  to  interpose  the  au- 
thority of  the  state,  which  we  are  pleased  to  notice  proved  ef- 
fectual, without  the  occurrence  of  any  of  those  acts  of  violence 
which  arecommnii  upon  similar  occasions.  We  regret  however, 
to  state  that  previously,  some  indignities  had  been  shown  to 
jrnlce  Canonge,  who  ventured  to  expostulate  with  the  assailants 
upon  the  propriety  of  ceasing  their  operations,  and  that  during 
the  same,  deadly  weapons  were  in  the  hands  of  many  persons, 
a resort  to  which  at  one  time  was  seiioiisly  apprehended.  No- 
thing  of  tlie  kind  happily,  however,  transpired. 
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Nearly  the  whole  of  the  edifice  is  demolished,  and  scarcely 
nnv  thing  remains  but  the  walls  wliieh  the  popular  vengeance 
have  ornamented  with  various  writings  expressive  of  indigna- 
tion and  the  justness  of  their  punishment. 

The  loss  of  property  sustained  is  estimuted  by  some  at  $40,000, 
but  others  think  this  calculation  exaggerated.  It  must,  how- 
ever, have  been  very  great  indeed,  as  the  furniture  alone  was  of 
the  most  costly  kind,  consisting  of  pianoes,  armors,  &c.  &c. 
which  were  removed  to  the  garret  and  thrown  from  thence  into 
the  street  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  them  of  no  possible  value 
whatever. 

'I’his  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind  that  our  populace  have  ever 
engaged  in{  and  although  the  provocation  jileads  much  in  favor 

the  excesses  committed,  yet  we  dread  the  precedent.  To  say 
t.Ue  feast  ofit,  tt  may  be  e.teused,  but  can’t  be  justified.  Sum- 
mary punishments,  the  results  of  popular  excitement  in  a go- 
vernment of  laws,  can  never  admit  of  justification,  let  the  cir- 
cumstances be  ever  so  aggravating. 

The  whole  of  yesterday  and  the  preceding  day,  the  police  jail 
was-crowded  by  persons  pressing  forward  to  witness  the  unfor- 
tunate wretches  who  had  escaped  cruelties  that  would  com- 
pare with  those  of  a Domitien,  a Nero  or  a Caligula!  Four 
thousand  persons  at  least,  it  is  computed,  have  already  visited 
these  victims  to  convince  themselves  of  their  sufferings. 

— ~»e®  »«*'— 

STEAMBOAT  LAW. 

Louisiana  has  lieon  the  ff  r.st  stale  to  set  Um  example  of  vigor- 
ous Jegdslation  for  tire  prevenlioti  and  punishment  of  negligence 
in  the -navigation  and  management  of  steamboats.  For  the  sy- 
nopsis of  the  law  which  she  has  made  on  that  subject,  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Jialtimore  American,  as  follows: 

“The  letii-slature  of  Looisiana,  which  h.as  just  adjourned, 
adapted  a very  severe,  and,  we  trust,  efficient  law  for  the  regu- 
iuiioii  of  steamboats,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  explosion.  The 
tiumber  of  fatal  accidents  on  the  Mississippi— particularly  the 
di.sastrons  one  by  vvhicli  senator  Johnston  lost  his  life — impe- 
riously called  for  some  legislative  interference,  to  secure  care 
and  fidelity -in  the  management  of  engines,  and  every  practica- 
ble assurance  of  tlietr  soundness.  The  new  law  manifests  great 
anxiety  to  establish  minute  precautions  against  accident,  as 
well  as  misconduct;  and  imposes  heavy  penalties  on  the  agents 
and  owners,  in  every  case  of  damage  which  any  possible  care 
xaight  have  prevented.  To  make  the  law  more  effective,  it  has 
been  sent  to  the  executives  of  all  the  states  bordering  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  its  tributaries,  for  similar  action. 

Tlie  law  establislies  the  office  of  state  engineer  for  the  port  of 
New  Orleans.  The  duty  of  the  engineer  is  to  examine,  once  in 
throe  mouths,  the  strength  of  the  boilers  of  steamboats  plying 
within  the  waters  of  the  Slate;  to  test  them  by  hydraulic  pres- 
«*re  to  three  times  the  weight  of  steam  they  may  be  supposed 
capable  of  carrying;  and  to  furnish  each  boat  with  a certificate, 
specifying  the  weight  of  steam  which  may  be  safely  used. 

Jn  case  any'  accident  happens  on  board  of  any  boat,  not  pos- 
sessing the  proper  certificates,  neither  captain,  owner  nor  agent, 
can  recover  any  claim  for  freight  or  insurance;  the  owner  or 
agent  is  made  responsible  to  the  shipper,  to  the  full  amount  of 
all  damage;  and  the  captain  is  further  subjected  to  a fine,  not 
Jess  than  $.500,  nor  more  than  $2,000,  and  to  imprisonment  for  not 
Jess  than  throe  monthsL,  nor  more  than  three  years.  If  lives  are 
lost,  the  captain  is  to  be  adjudged  guilty  of  manslaughter. 

The  same  penalties  to  the  several  parties  are  provided  in  case 
•f  any  accident  in  navigation,  from  overloading,  racing,  carry- 
ing higher  steam  than  the  certificate  allows,  or  any  accident 
“that  may  occur  while  tl»e  captain,  pilot  or  engineer  is  engaged 
in  gambling,  or  attending  to  any  game  of  chance  or  hazard.” 

The  same  penalties  are  provided  in  case  of  any  accident  from 
gunpowder,  shipped  without  a written  n<)tice  of  the  fact  being 
posted  in  three  conspicnous  parts  of  the  boat. 

Shippers  are  made  liable  to  a fine  of  .$200  for  shipping  gun- 
powder without  notice  to  the  master  or  clerk;  and  also  made 
liable  for  d.-ynages  that  may  happen  by  any  accident  therefrom; 
and,  in  case  of  loss  of  life,  are  .adjudged  gH<-!ty  of  manslaughter. 

In  passing,  on  the  river,  the  descending  boat  is  commanded 
to  shill  off  steam  and  float  down,  when  within  a mile  of  an  as- 
cending boat— the  latter  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  steering 
clear  of  the  other,  and  being  liable  for  all  damages. 

Other  minute  directions  are  given,  but  the  above  form  the 
principal  enactments  of  the  law,  which  appear  to  be  drawn  up 
u'ifh  a determination  to  enforce  rigorotis  penalties  against  any 
carelesvness  in  the  inanagemcnl  of  steam  engines  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

— 

LETTER  FROM  JUDGE  MrLEAN. 

Certain  assertions  tliat  iMr.  McLean  wonltl  not  be  a candidate 
for  the  presidency  in  opposition  to  the  decision  of  a national 
convention,  gave  rise  to  the  following  letter  from  him: 

To  the  editor  of  the  HamUtort  (O.)  Intelligencer. 

Washington.’iQth  March,  1834. 

Dear  .sir:  I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  I7th  inst.  in 
which  you  inform  me  that  at  a late  public  meeting  in  Hamilton, 
^‘a  number  of  letters  were  read  to  the  meeting,  stating,  in  effect, 
that  I had  expressed  a determination  not  to  be  a candidate  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  A’an  Riireii,  and  that  their  impre.ssion  was 
great;  and  you  reqne-i  me  to  say  whether  I intend  to  become  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency  regardless  of  tlie  decision  ofa  iia 
lional  ennvpiiiirin.” 

No  individual  lias  had  the  shadow  of  autliority  for  making  l!ie 
flboi’e  slaiejijcut. 


Whether  I shall  become  a candidate  or  not,  will  depend  en- 
tirely on  the  voluntary  action  of  the  people.  The  choice  of 
their  piildic  servants,  in  my  opinion,  belongs  to  the  people,  and 
not  to  those  who,  from  selfish  views)  may  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  acting  for  lliem. 

I am  opposed  to  a national  caucus  or  convention  now,  as  I 
was  in  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  when  an  attempt 
was  made,  tliruugh  its  influence,  to  elect  a president  of  ilie  U. 
Slates. 

A national  convention  is  contrary  to  the  established  usages  of 
the  democratic  party.  It  has  a direct  tendency  to  place  the 
whole  political  power  of  the  country,  into  the  hands  of  a few 
individuals,  and  to  deprive  llie  people  of  a full  and  fair  expres- 
sion of  their  will.  It  will  substitute  for  the  official  organs,  un- 
der the  constitution  and  laws,  a cabal,  which  will  control, 
through  a corrupt  influence,  the  whole  action  and  policy  of  the 
government. 

Under  such  a system  the  people  will  he  kept  in  a stale  of  ex- 
citement, the  moral  force  of  our  insiiliilions  will  be  eventually 
destroyed,  and  the  ruin  of  our  govermiient  must  soon  follow. 

To  keep  the  election  of  pre.-iident  out  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, J have  always  been  in  favor  of  so  altering  the  con- 
stitution as  to  send  the  election  a second  time  to  the  people, 
if  there  should  be  a failure  to  elect  on  the  first  attempt.  Under 
no  circumstances  will  I consent  to  be  the  instrument  of  defeat- 
ing an  election  of  president  by  the  people. 

Believing,  as  I do,  that  onr  government  can  only  be  sustain- 
ed in  its  purity  and  vigor,  by  keeping  the  elective  franchise 
near  the  people,  and  out  of  the  hands  of  political  managers,  my 
course,  in  regard  to  the  future,  will  in  no  degree  be  infiuenceil 
by  the  contemplated  national  convention. 

In  accordance  with  the  usages  of  the  democratic  party,  slate 
conventions,  under  certain  circumstances  are  not  only  proper, 
but  necessary.  But  the  only  legitimate  objects  of  such  a con- 
vention, is  to  ascertain  public  sentiment,  and  not  to  manufac- 
ture it.  Its  members  should  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  to  the 
convention  should  be  borne  and  expressed  the  knotvn  wishes  of 
the  people.  With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McLEAN. 


“THE  EXPERIMENT.” 

.R  list  of  cotton  mills  noio  stopped  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence, 
Rhode  Island, 

Spindles. 

S.  & r.  Slater,  at  Smithfield,  one  mill 2,500 

Blackstone  manufacturing  company,  one  mill 4,000 

Carrington  manufacturing  company,  at  Smithfield  2,000 
Albion  do.  do.  do.  6,000 

Jenkins  & Mann  do.  do.  3,200 

Londale  manufacturing  do.  do.  3,000 

Almy  & Brown 2,000 

John  H.  Clark 1,700 

Richmond  munufacturing  company,  (Scituate). . .1,800 

Pomfret  do.  do 3,200 

Dexter  Ballow 1,200 

Globe  manufacturing  company 1,800 

Peleg  C.  Remington 800 

Charles  Hadwin 1,800 


William  Read 1,100 

George  B.  Ruggles 2,000 

Phenix  manufacturing  company 4,500 

Merino  mills 3,000 

Maiichang  manufacturing  company 4,300 

Cultler,  Stafford  & Co 3,000 

W.  R.  Greene ..1,000 

Eldridge  mills 2,500 

Leffinwell  & Evans 1,000 

A.  & F.  Alexander 1,000 

Masonville  mills 1,500 

Harvey,  Dresser  & Co.  South  Bridge 2,000 


Exeter  mills 1,5 


Cove  mills 2,000 

Kent’s  mills 2,000 

Arnold’s  mills,  Utter  manufacturing  company ....  1,200 


70,400 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  LACOCK. 

The  following  is  the  eoiielu-^ion  of  a speeeh  recently  made  by 
Mr.  T>acock,  in  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

“It  is  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  said  Mr.  Lacock,  more  than  ono- 
tliird  ofa  century,  since  I was  associated  in  political  life  with 
your  sire  and  your  grandsire.  Anil  the  same  may  be  said  of  your 
brotlier  from  Armstrong;  ami  with  your  father,  and  yours,  I was 
long  and  honorably  associated.  (Here  Mr.  Lacock  desicnated 
six  or  eight  youiis  men,  the  fathers  of  whom  had  been  with  him 
in  the  legislature.)  It  was  from  and  with  them  I learned  my 
political  creed,  and  was  taught  to  love  and  honor  Pennsylva- 
nia. They  have  cone,  or  most  of  them,  from  eood  works  1 trust, 
in  this,  to  higli  rewards,  in  a better  world.  Will  not  yon,  the 
sons  of  tho.se  venerated  sires,  li.^ten  to  the  warning  voice  of 
their  old  political  friend,  who  now  addresses  yon,  and  who  has 
heeii  permitted,  in  mercy,  to  linger  behind  his  associates,  and  is 
here  standinc,  solitary  and  alone,  upon  this  floor,  conjuring  and 
licseeehing  hisyounc  friends  to  redeem  and  save  the  country, 
i|5  coMstitntion.and  its  Iaw.s.  This  can  only  be  done  by  break- 
iirg  the  political  fetters  with  wliich  you  are  bound. 
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Remember  we  have  taken  a solemn  oath,  not  to  support  par- 
ty, but  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country.  Tliese  you 
have  seen  trampled  under  foot.  You  find  a wide-spread  ruin 
around  you;  and,  where  peace  and  plenty  had  lately  smiled, you 
now  find  bitter  strife  and  conteution  on  llie  one  hand,  and  pe 
nury  and  waul  upon  the  other;  and  in  this  stale  of  misery  and 
suffering,  the  cries  of  thousands  from  rhilailelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh have,  by  their  delegates,  been  pre.senled  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne,  from  whence  the'suppliants  lor  mercy  have  been  driven 
back,  loaded  with  outrage,  insult  and  contempt.  Let  me  a.-k 
you  again,  said  Mr.  Lr.cock,  iny  young  friends,  will  you  bear 
Ihis.^  If  you  will,  I will  not.  I feel  a spark  of  holy  fire  Ifom 
the  alter  of  ’76  kindling  to  a blaze  in  my  boson,  and  while  a pul- 
sation of  the  blood  of ’76  throbs  in  my  heart,  or  flows  in  iny 
veins,  I shall  raise  my  voice,  and  nerve  my  arm,  if  possible, 
with  youthful  vigor,  to  speak,  and  stike  too,  in  defence  of  the 
liberty  and  freedom,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  my  country!” 

RECEfPTS  FROM  POSTAGE. 

A statement  of  the  net  amount  of  postage  accruing  in  each 
■lal«  and  territory,  &c.  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  March, 
1833. 

Maine ^40,924  53 

New  Hampshire 21,329  71 

Vermont 22,685  56 

Massachusaits 154,444  45 

Rhode  Island 17,686  44 

Connecticut ....48,341  39 

New  York 400,694  05 

New  Jersey 30,365  07 

Pennsylvania 229,305  28 

Delaware 6,390  98 

Maryland 81,577  73 

District  of  Columbia 15,721  71 

Virginia 109,990  16 

North  Carolina 35,722  53 

South  Carolina 58,004  34 

Georgia 75,420  07 

Florida  territory 7,306  45 

Alabama 37,582  58 

Mississippi 22,430  93 

Louisiana 46,718  43 

Arkansas  territory 3,733  11 

Tennessee .41,402  33 

Kentucky 49,511  44 

Ohio 86,171  84 

Michigan  territory 9,615  72 

Indiana 18,146  48 

Illinois 12,350  88 

Missouri 17,648  52 


Grand  total $1,701,332  71 

Postages  received  at  the  places  mentioned. 

New  York  city,  was $179,732  77 

Philadelphia 112,789  45 

Boston 69,893  76 

Baltimore 58,643  22 

New  Orleans 34,361  93 

Charleston 29,339  60 

Cincinnati 20,140  31 

Richmond 19,778  80 

Albany 15,685  11 

Pittsburgh 15,237  02 

Savannah 14,896  44 

Augusta,  Geo 14,202  78 

Providence 9,954  59 

New  Haven 7,743  80 

Hartford 6,818  71 

Portland 5,195  67 

Newark 4,483  75 

TAMMANY  SOCIETY,  OR  COLUMBIAN  ORDER. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Tammany  society,  or  Columbian  order, 
held  at  the  great  wigwam.  New  York,  on  Monday  evening,  21st 
April,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  we  recognize  as  the  political  tenets  of  this  so 
ciety,  the  democratic  principles  of  Jefferson,  and  especially 
also,  that  great  republican  feature  of  the  constitution,  that  all 
powers  not  clearly  delegated  by  instrument,  “are  reserved  to 
the  states  respectively,  or  to  the  people.” 

Resolved,  That  we  conceive  it  the  duty  of  the  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress,  to  confine  themselves  rigidly  to  the 
sphere  of  action  assigned  them  by  the  constitution,  and  not  to 
depart  from  the  legitimate  objects  of  legislation  by  the  passage 
of  “resolutions”  totally  disconnected  with  them. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  “protest”  of  the  president  against 
the  assumed  and  unconstitutional  course  of  the  senate,  as  wor- 
thy the  high  source  whence  it  eman.ated;  and  as  a state  paper 
in  which  the  duties  of  the  executive,  in  reference  to  the  treasu- 
ry department,  are  clearly  and  correctly  expounded,  according 
to  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  That  we  retain  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
strict  integrity  and  singleness  of  purpose,  of  our  venerable  chief 
magistrate;  and  exceedingly  regret  that  in  the  decline  of  life 
and  in  the  maturity  of  experience,  he  should  be  grossly  assailed 
and  calumniated  by  interested  partisans,  for  adopting  those 
measures  which  tend  -alone  to  promote  the  safety,  as  well  as 
the  prosperity  and  glory  of  his  country. 


Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  rcsoliiiinns,  .signed  by 
llie  grand  sachem  and  secretary,  be  tran.-iniUed  to  tin-  pre.-<ident 
and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  senauirs  VVriglil  and 
Tallmadge,  and  honorable  Mes.-rs.  Cainbreleng,  Wliiie  and 
Lawrence,  and  be  published  in  nil  the  dernoeraiic  papers  in  this 
city.  SHIVERS  PARKER,  grand  jac/iem. 

John  J.  Bedient,  secretary. 

Wigwam,  Manhallaii,  season  of  blossoms,  year  of  discovery 
342,  of  independence  58,  and  of  the  inslilulion  the  45lh. 

How  will  they  manage  with  the  “codicil.”’ 

Let  us  hear  what  Mr.  Ritchie  says — 

“Now,  we  admit  at  once  that  congress  has  the  right  to  place 
the  public  funds,  not  only  in  whatsoever  places  they  may  please, 
but  in  wliosever  hands  they  please.  We  contend,  that  ‘the 
custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  Slates,  not 
appropriated  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  under  tjie 
Older  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States’ — that 
they  may  entrust  its  custody  to  ‘other  agency  than  that  of  the 
executive  department;’  and  that  they‘inay  lake  out  of  the  hands 
of  tlie  executive  department’  the  custody  of  it,  ‘without  an  as- 
sumption of  executive  power.’  ” 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  DELAWARE. 

Following  Mr.  Leigh  in  debate  on  Friday,  Jipril  18. 

[Mr.  Leigh  having  concluded,  Mr.  Ewing  obtained  the  floor, 
and  desired  an  adjournment  before  he  proceeded  with  his  re- 
marks on  the  president’s  protest;  but  gave  way,  to  enable  Mr. 
Wilkins  to  move  that  the  senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business.] 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  that  he  could  not  assent  to  this  motion.^ 
The  president  has  menaced  the  very  constitutional  existence  of 
the  senate.  He  says  that,  whether  its  censures  are  submitted 
to  or  resisted  by  him,  in  either  event  the  consequences  result- 
ing from  its  conduct,  must  “lead  to  seriou.s  alleraiious  of  the 
frame-work  of  the  consiilulion.”  And  he  gives  utterance  to 
this  sentiment  in  the  sentence  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  senate 
as  a “body  holding  their  offices  for  long  terms,  not  elected  by 
the  people;”  while  in  the  communication  from  which  this  me- 
nace is  extracted,  the  object  of  it  is  exposed  by  the  insinuation 
that  the  senate  may,  in  future,  refuse  to  sanction  the  appropria- 
tions of  public  money  as  he  desires,  or  to  confirm  his  nomina- 
tions. This  threat,  accompanied  by  an  appeal  to  the  people, 
while  his  executive  nomination  of  a host  of  office  holders  is  be- 
fore us,  demand  of  us,  in  niy  judgment,  the  exercise  of  whatever 
of  energy  and  firmness  of  character  we  possess,  to  vindicate 
and  maintain  the  honor,  dignity  and  character  of  the  American 
senate,  and  of  the  stales  it  represents.  I propose,  sir,  that  we 
pass  no  bill,  nor  confirm  any  important  and  disputed  nomina- 
tion, until  we  have  decided  the  question  before  us;  after  which, 
unawed  by  power,  and  unruffled  by  passion,  let  ns  proceed, 
without  the  slightest  regard  to  the  president’s  threats,  insults  or 
denunciations,  to  do  our  duty  precisely  as  if  he  had  not  violated 
his.  Let  us  then — but  not  till  llien — forget  that  lliis  election- 
eering document  ever  liad  an  exi.stence,  and  proceed  to  reject 
all  ills  nominations  which  ought  to  be  rejected,  as  well  as  to 
confirm  all  that  ought  to  be  confirmed;  in  short,  to  do  all  that 
ought  to  be  done,  without  the  slightest  regard  to  any  stratagem 
he  may  resort  to,  for  the  purpose  of  seducing  or  frightening  us 
from  our  duly. 

Sir,  tlie  true  view  of  this  subject  will  not  escape  the  Ameri- 
can people.  They  will  see  at  once,  that  the  president  has  been 
guilty  of  a palpable  violation  of  the  ftmdamental  privileges  of 
their  public  servants  in  this  hall.  The  third  section  of  the  second 
article  of  the  constitution,  regulating  the  official  intercourse  of 
the  president  with  the  senate,  gives  him  power  to  send  messa- 
ges to  the  senate — 1st,  containing  irifornialion  of  the  state  of  the 
union — and,2illy,  recomnieiiding  .some  measures  for  their  con- 
sideration and  adoption.  It  has  not  been  pretended  that  this 
message  purports  to  give  information  of  the  stale  of  the  uoion, 
or  that  it  recommends  any  measure  whatever  for  the  senate  to 
adopt.  On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  purports  to  be  a mere 
“protest”  against  a measure  already  considered  and  adopted. 
It  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  senate,  as  unjustifiable  and  un- 
constitutional, in  agreeing  to  the  resolution  which  denied  his 
unlimited  authority  over  the  purse,  as  well  as  the  sword  of  the 
nation;  it  debates  his  claim  of  royal  prerogative,  and  reaffirms 
all  his  pretensions  to  unlimited  power;  it  professes  “promptly 
to  expose  the  wrongs  the  senate  has  done  him;”  and  for  this 
purpose,  and  under  this  pretence,  demands  a place  on  our  re- 
cords. It  recommends  no  legislation,  proposes  nothing,  not 
even  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  resolution;  and  is  intended  as 
a popular  harangue,  to  be  used  by  fiis  partisans  in  the  coming 
elections.  He  might  as  well  ask  us  to  insert  any  other  matter 
on  our  journals,  which  is  daily  published  by  his  government 
press,  for  the  same  purposes. 

The  senator  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Leigh)  has  shown,  by  refer- 
ring to  Mr.  Jefferson’s  Manual,  that,  independently  of  the  grant 
of  power  to  the  president  in  the  constitution,  to  send  us  messa- 
ges touching  the  state  of  the  union,  and  to  recommend  certain 
measures  for  the  action  of  congress,  the  law  of  parliament  gives 
him  no  right  to  take  notice  of  any  matter  depending,  or  of  votes 
that  have  been  given,  or  of  speeches  which  have  been  held  by 
the  members  of  eitlier  of  the  branches  of  the  legislature,  until 
the  sanie  have  been  communicated  to  him  in  the  usual  parlia- 
mentary manner.  The  resolution  which  is  the  subject  of  the 
president’s  message,  was  never  communicated  to  him.  It  was 
a mere  test  of  the  opinions  of  the  senate  preparatory  to  its  own 
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future  legislative  action,  and,  ns  pitch,  was  not  even  coinmutii- 
caied  to  ilie  other  house.  Our  duty,  on  this  occasion,  is  illus- 
triitcd  by  the  piecedent  referri.d  to  hy  Mr.  Ji  tferson,  and  so 
much  approved  by  him  tliat  lie  has  preserved  it  and  made  it  a 
part  ofhis  Manual.  “Tims,”  says  he,  “the  king’s  taking  notice 
of  the  bill  for  suppres.^ing  soldiers,  depending  before  the  house, 
his  proposing  a provisional  clause  for  a bill  before  it  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  two  houses;  his  expressing  dUjilea.sure 
again.«t  some  persons  for  matters  moved  in  parliament  during 
the  debate  and  preparation  of  a bill,  were  Lreackes  of  privilege; 
and,  in  1783,  it  was  declared  a breach  of  fundanienial  privileges 
to  report  any  opinion  or  pretended  opinion  of  the  king,  on  any 
bill  or  proceeding  depending  in  i jlher  house  of  parliament,  with 
a view  to  influence  the  votes  of*  the  members.”  'i’he  leading 
precedent  among  those  referred  to  by  Mr.  Jetlerson,  to  sustain 
Ins  opinion,  is  one  to  which  I now  invite  the  particular  atten- 
tion of  the  senate.  I refer  to  Clarendon’s  report  of  it,  because 
the  advocate.s  of  the  royal  prerogative,  or  of  executive  power, 
in  any  age,  will  mo.«t  readily  respect  his  authority. 

In  the  year  1641,  at  the  first  dawn  of  civil  liberty  in  that 
country  from  which  we  have  drawn  our  principal  institutions, 
a dispute  arose  between  the  commons  of  England  and  the  king, 
pending  the  bill  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland, 
ill  which  the  commons  denied  the  king’s  prerogative  in  any 
case,  but  that  of  invasion  from  a foreign  power,  to  press  the 
freeborn  subject.  Remark,  sir,  that  the  dispute  between  the 
king  and  the  house  of  commons  was,  at  that  day,  as  this  be- 
tween the  president  and  senate  is,  a question  of  executive 
power  and  prerogative.  VVe  deny  the  president’s  right  to  the 
purse,  wl’.ile  we  admit  his  right  to  the  sword.  They  denied 
the  king’s  right  to  unlimited  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  free- 
born subject,  when  called  upon  by  his  prince  to  wield  the  sword. 
The  house  of  lords  took  part  in  the  dispute  with  the  king,  as 
our  house  of  representatives,  though  undoubtedly  swayed  by 
the  best  of  motives,  now  take  part  with  the  president.  The 
commons  of  1641,  (the  whigs  of  the  day),  resisted  the  royal  pre- 
rogative, in  defiance  of  both  king  and  lords.  Thereupon,  the 
king  went  to  the  house  of  commons  and  expressed  his  princely 
seal  for  the  relief  of  Ireland,  in  terms  as  honeyed  as  our  presi- 
dent has  employed  to  express  his  regard  for  the  people  in  this 
message;  and,  (says  Clarendon),  “fn/.ing  nolice  of  the  bill  (or 
pressing,  depending  with  the  lords,  as  the  commons  had  passed 
it,  and  the  dispute  raised  concerning  that  ancient  and  undoubted 
prerogative,  to  avoid  further  debate,  the  king  offered  that  the 
bill  should  pass  with  a salvo  jure  both  for  the  king  and  peo- 
ple,” (the  meaning  of  which  was  that  neither  the  claim  of  the 
commons  nor  that  of  the  king  should  be  considered  thereafter 
settled  hy  the  precedent),  even  as  our  president  now  asks  to 
put  his  protest  on  the  journal,  “lo  the  end  that  the  resolution  of 
the  senate  may  not  hereafter  be  drawn  into  precedent  with  the  au- 
thority of  silent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment.’* 

You  observe,  sir,  that  no  official  communication,  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  commons  of  England,  had  been  made,  by  order 
of  that  house,  to  the  king.  His  majesty  sent  his  protest,  salco 
jure,  to  that  house,  as  our  president  has  sent  his  protest  to  this 
senate,  without  any  previous  official  inrormation  of  the  pro 
ceedings  regarding  the  executive  power  and  prerogative.  The 
important  difference  between  the  two  cases  lies  here;  that  in 
the  case  of  the  king,  notice  was  taken  of  the  bill  pending,  before 
it  was  presented  to  him  for  his  approbation  or  dislike,  in  due 
course  of  parliament;,  in  the  case  of  the  president,  while  notice 
was  taken  of  a resolution  before  it  was  presented  to  him  in  due 
course  of  congress,  and  which  was  never  intended  (as  he  well 
knew)  to  be,  nor  could  be,  presented  to  him  for  his  approbation 
or  dislike,  notice  was  also  taken  of  the  debates  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  of  all  the  amendments  moved  to  it,  atid  the  presidetit’s 
displeasure  was  also  distinctly  and  strongly  expressed  against 
^t  least  four  of  the  senators  who  voted  for  it — I mean,  sir,  the 
senators  from  New  Jersey,  Maine  and  Ohio. 

Now,  let  us  inquire  what  was  done  by  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, in  1641,  after  the  king  had  sent  in  his  protest.  Why,  the 
lords,  who  before  had  differed  in  opinion  with  the  commons  oti 
the  subject  of  the  prerogative — yes,  sir,  tliose  peers  who  had 
before  considered  the  doctrine  which  denied  the  authority  to 
press  the  freeborn  subject  as  “new,  and  contrary  to  the  usage 
and  custom  of  all  limes.”  as  many  now  declare  our  denial  of 
the  president’s  right  to  remove  even  a mar.^lml  who  shall  not 
refuse,  at  his  bidding,  to  execute  a decision  of  one  of  our  courts, 
if  the*  president  choose  to  consider  it  unconstitutional,  as  new 
and  contrary  to  all  former  usage — those  very  lory  peers,  T say, 
voted,  with  the  commons,  that  the  king’s  protest  was  a MANI- 
FEST BREACH  OF  THE  PRIVILEGES  OF  PARLIAMENT. 
Clarendon  informs  us,  that,  as  soon  as  the  king’s  proposition 
was  received,  the  divided  lords  and  commons  immediately  unit- 
ed themselves  in  a petition  to  the  king,  declaring  “that,  amongst 
the  privileges  of  parliament,  it  was  their  ancient  and  undoubted 
right,  that  his  majesty  ought  not  to  take  notice  of  any  matter  in 
agitation  or  debate,  in  either  house  of  parliament,  but  by  their 
information  and  agreement;  and  that  his  majesty  ought  not  to 
propound  any  condition,  provision  or  liinitatron,  to  any  bill  or 
act,  ill  debate  or  preparation,  in  either  house  of  parliament;  OR 
TO  DECLARE  HIS  CONSENT  OR  DISSENT,  HIS  APPRO 
BATION  OR  DISLIKE  OF  THE  SAME,  BEFORE  IT  BE 
PRESENTED  TO  HIM  IN  DUE  COURSE  OF  PARLIA- 
MENT. They  declared  that  all  those  privileges  had  been  late- 
ly broken,  to  their  great  sorrow  and  grief,  in  that  speech  whicli 
his  majesty  had  made  to  them,  wherein  he  took  notice  of  a bill 


for  pressing  of  soldiers,  and  offered  a talvo  jure  and  provisinrnal 
clause  to  be  added  to  it,  before  it  was  presented  to  him;  and 
therefore  they  besought  him,  by  his  royal  power,  to  protect  them 
in  those  and  the  other  privileges  ofhis  high  court  of  parliament; 
>aiul  that  he  would  not,  lor  the  time  to  come,  break  or  interrupt 
ijieni;  and  that,  for  the  reparation  of  ihem  in  that  their  griev- 
apee  and  complaint,  he  would  declare  and  make  known  the 
iikme  of  such  person,  by  whose  misinrurmaiion  and  avil  couii- 
sH,  hi.s  majesty  was  induced  to  the  same,  that  he  might  receive 
cbndign  punishment.” 

f “An_d  having  delivered  this  petition,”  says  the  royal  histo- 
rian, “they  no  more  considered  Ireland,  till  this  manifest  breach 
Should  be  repaired — which  they  resolved  nothing  should  do  but 
the  passing  of  the  bill” — and  so,  in  the  end,  after  a long  contro- 
'versy  between  the  whigs  and  tories  of  that  day,  between  the 
people  or  parliament  on  thu  one  side,  and  the  king  on  the  other, 
the  king,  he  adds,  “was  compelled  to  pass  the  bill  for  pressing, 
which  the  commons  had  prepared.”  Yes,  sir,  the  whigs  of  1641 
refused  to  Iraiisucl  any  other  bu.-iness,  under  these  circumstan- 
ces, until  the  breach  of  their  privileges  was  repaired.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  “salvo  jure,”  or  protest  of  the  niomvrch,  was  to  gain 
all  tlic  supplies  for  his  army  without  a surrender  ol  his  preroga- 
tive— the  object  of  the  pre.sident  now  is,  to  obtain  our  consent 
to  all  his  appointments,  and  to  gain  all  the  appropriations  for 
the  salaries  of  all  his  officers,  as  he  terms  them,  not  only  with- 
out a surrender  of  his  asserted  prerogative  of  unlimited  power 
over  them  all,  but  in  defiance  of  the  senate,  and  while  he  com- 
pels us  to  admit  his  claim  on  our  own  records.  Sir,  I desire  to 
imitate  at  least  a part  of  the  example  set  me  in  the  illustrious 
precedent  of  1641.  I will  not  fall  below  the  standard  of  opposi- 
tion to  kingly  prerogative  and  executive  encroachment,  estab- 
lished by  that  parliament, -which  brought  a British  monarch  to 
terms,  and  to  which  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  light  of  civil 
liberty.  This  act  of  Charles,  in  1641,  was  one  of  that  series  of 
aggressions  which  eventually  brought  the  English  tyrant  to  th« 
block.  It  remains  for  the  American  senate  to  say,  whether  it 
will  proceed  to  consider  the  other  business  of  the  session,  be- 
fore its  own  character  and  its  own  just  claims  and  privileges 
have  been  vindicated  and  reasserted,  by  the  proper  disposition 
of  this  protest.  But,  for  myself,  I repeat  that,  viewing  this  act 
as  a flagrant  breach  of  privilege,  and  an  attempt  to  lecture  and 
intimidate  the  senate,  because  it  has  dared  to  discuss  and  de- 
clare the  limits  of  the  prerogative  and  power  of  one  who  has 
extended  his  claims  far  beyond  those  of  any  British  monarch 
since  the  English  revolution,  I shall  vote  against  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Pennsylvania,  and  every  other  mo- 
tion to  proceed  to  any  other  important  business,  before  this  pa- 
per has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  followed  on  the  same  side,  expressing  his  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  views  taken  by  the  senator  from  Delaware, 
and  his  earnest  hope  that  the  senate  would  refuse  to  proceed  to 
any  other  business. 

Mr.  IFiI/l ins  replied  that  he  only  wished  the  senate  to  consi- 
der a treaty. 

Mr.  Sprague  said  the  treaty  was  unimportant  at  this  tims, 
and  concurred  fully  in  the  views  of  Mr.  Clayton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

— ® ■ 

PRESENTMENT  OF  A GRAND  JURY. 

From  the  New  York  Courier  4'  Enquirer. 

The  grand  jury  of  Davidson  county,  N.  C.  have  presented 
Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States,  as  having  dis- 
appointed the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  who  had  supported  him  “under  the  conviction  that 
he  would  correct  the  abuses  which  had  crept  into  the  govern- 
ment and  bring  it  back  to  its  original  purity  and  simplicity;” 
but  so  far  from  this,  he  is  doing  more  says  the  grand  jury,  “by  a 
hundred  fold  to  subvert  the  constitution  and  change  the  form 
of  2overnment  than  any  or  all  of  his  predecessors  put  together.” 
The  grand  jury  goes  on  to  specify  his  acts.  The  following  are 
but  a part  of  them;  we  have  not  room  for  the  whole. 

1st.  For  his  arbitrary,  despotic  and  unconstitutional  con- 
duct, ill  seizing  the  public  money,  removing  it  from  the  place 
where  it  had  been  deposited  hy  law,  and  distributing  it  among 
various  favorite  local  banks,  scattered  all  over  the  country, 
many  of  which  are  of  very  doubtful  and  suspicions  character — 
thereby  endangering  the  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  setting 
the  constitution  and  the  laws  at  naught.  This  act  of  arbitrary 
power  has  deranged  the  whole  trade  and  business  of  the  coun- 
try, and  has  brought  ruin  and  bankruptcy  on  thousands  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  while  every  industrious  and  hard  working  man 
throughout  the  land  has,  more  or  less,  been  injured  by  it. 

2d.  We  present  him  for  his  reckless  obstinacy  in  this  mea- 
sure, after  he  sees  its  ruinous  consequences,  and  after  he  must 
see  that  it  incurs  the  general  disapprobation  of  the  American 
people. 

3d.  We  present  him  for  his  haughty  and  kingly  deportment 
towards  various  fellow  citizens,  who,  from  time  to  time,  have 
called  on  him  as  deputations  sent  by  large  assemblages  of  peo- 
ple, to  lay  their  sufferings  and  distre.ss  before  him,  and  to  ask 
relief.  VVe  think  it  a bad  omen  for  liberty,  when  the  deputies 
of  the  people  are  denied  admittance  to  the  president,  who  is 
only  the  people’s  servant,  or,  when  admitted,  to  be  spurned 
from  his  presence  with  words  of  anger  and  scorn,  and  told  to  go 
and  seek  relief  elsewhere. 

4th.  We  present  him  as  having  violated  all  his  solemn  pro- 
mises and  pledges  made  to  the  country  before  his  election,  and 
while  he  was  a candidate.  Among  other  things,  he  promised 
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lo  reform  the  abuses  of  the  government,  Hnd  to  correct  the  ex- 
travagances and  corruptions  which  had  crept  into  its  practice; 
but,  so  far  from  having  done  iliis,  those  extravagances  and  cor- 
ruptions have  increased  with  every  year  of  his  administration. 
We  see  that  during  the  last  year  the  expenditures  of  tlie  govern- 
ment have  run  up  to  tlie  enormous  sum  of  22, 000, 000  of  dollars, 
nearly  or  altogether  double  what  they  ought  to  be,  and  treble 
what  they  were  during  the  economical  administration  of  Thos. 
Jefferson.  Unless  a speedy  stop  be  put  to  this  prodigality,  it  is 
certain  that,  in  a very  short  time,  the  people  may  look  out  for 
additional  taxes  and  burthens. 

5th.  We  jircsenihim  for  his  ruthless  course  of  proscription 
towards  those  who  have  held  appointments  under  the  federal 
government,  and  who  were  not  his  political  partisans.  Con- 
trary to  the  example  of  all  his  predecessors,  he  has  driven 
hundreds  of  honest  men  out  of  office,  noton  account  of  crimes, 
or  malpr.TCtices,  but  merely  for  opinions  sake — that  is,  because 
they  differed  with  him,  or  some  of  his  favorites,  in  their  politi- 
cal opinions.  And,  in  filling  offices,  in  most  cases,  he  puts  in 
those  who  will  not  only  flatter  his  vanity  by  fulsome  adulation 
unbefitting  our  republican  manners  and  institutions,  but  who 
constantly  busy  themselves  in  electioneering  to  impose  on  the 
country,  as  the  next  president,  his  avowed  favorite. 

6th.  We  present  him  for  prostituting  the  patronage  and  the 
money  of  the  government  to  aid  his  favorite  in  his  struggle  to 
attain  the  next  presidential  chair;  thus  taking  on  himself  to  dic- 
tate to  the  people  who  they  shall  elect,  and  like  the  Ciesars  of 
Rome,  declare  his  successor. 

— 9 ® ®4««— 


duplicate  retained  by  the  president,  the  words  stood  originally 
“the  secretaries,”  and  not  “his  secretaries”  in  this  paragraph — 
a disagreement,  which  may  well  have  escaped  the  most  careful 
comparison  of  tlie  two  papers;  especially  as  it  was  not  perceived 
that  there  was  any  difference  between  the  two  terms.  In  the 
duplicate  as  well  as  in  the  publication  in  the  Globe,  the  expres- 
sion “his  secretaries,”  occurs  in  the  succeeding  paragrapli;  in 
which  last  paragraph,  I did  not  suggest  any  variation  of  the 
words  “his  secretaries,”  but  they  yet  remain  there. 

When  I went  to  the  senate  on  Friday,  the  day  after  the  deli- 
very of  the  message,  I carried  with  me  a memorandum  of  the  er- 
rors thus  designated,  fully  expecting  to  find  that  they  would  not 
exist  in  the  paper  whicli  had  been  transmitted  to  the  senate;  but 
yet,  if  they  should,  considering  them  as  merely  verbal  and  un- 
important, I was  not  sensible  of  any  impropriety  in  suggesting 
their  correction  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate.  The  suggestion 
was  made  in  the  presence,  I think,  of  several  members  of  the 
senate,  and  the  fact,  that  the  errors  were  ascertained,  was  sta- 
ted and  explained  to  at  least  one  member  of  the  senate,  in  the 
senate  chamber,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  before  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  on  Friday.  The  sug- 
gested corrections  were  entered  in  pencil  by  the  secretary,  leav- 
ing the  original  words  untouched,  and  the  propriety  of  adopting 
them  was  left  entirely  to  his  direction,  should  the  senate  decide 
to  enter  the  paper  on  their  journal. 

I trust  that  there  will  be  seen  in  the  motives  for  this  explana- 
tion, a sufficient  apology  for  laying  it  before  the  public,  as  not 
only  due  to  the  senate  but  to  myself.  I am  very  repectfully 
yourob’t  serv’t  A.  J.  DONELSON. 


THE  ALTERATIONS  OF  THE  PROTEST. 

It  was  not  until  after  the  last  Register  was  in  the  press,  that 
We  saw  the  following  explanatory  article,  else  it  would  have 
been  inserted: 

Washington,  April  22,  1834. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Olohe: 

Sir:  Understanding  that  certain  verbal  alterations  in  the  mes- 
sage transmitted  by  the  president  to  the  senate,  on  the  I7ih  inst. 
Which  I suggested  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate,  were  the  sub- 
ject of  comment  yesterday  by  members  of  that  honorable  body, 
£ feel  that  I am  called  upon  lo  state  the  circumstances  under 
Which  I thought  myself  warranted  in  making  this  suggestion, 
and  with  this  view,  request  the  insertion  of  the  following  ex- 
planation. 

About  3 o’clock  of  the  day  on  which  the  paper  in  question 
was  presented  to  the  senate,  I received  from  the  publisher  of 
the  Globe  the  proof  impressions  of  the  same  paper,  which  had 
been  set  up  from  the  duplicate  intended  for  the  president’s  file, 
and  which  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  compositors.  In  the 
examination  of  the  proof,  among  the  corrections  that  were  made, 
were  the  following  words,  which  I supposed  to  be  clerical  mis- 
takes: 

1st.  In  page  9 in  the  sentence  “Indirectly  also,  his  conduct 
may  come  under  review  in  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  or 
in  the  senate  when  acting  in  its  executive  capacity,  and  so  far 
as  the  executive  or  legislative  proceedings  of  these  bodies  may 
require  it,  it  may  be  exercised  by  them.”  The  word  “ea:em.sed” 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  word  “ea:amined”  which  was  obvious- 
ly the  word  required  by  the  sense  and  structure  of  the  sentence, 
inserted. 

2d.  In  page  48,  in  the  sentence,  “This  change  having  been 
made  for  the  express  purpose  of  declaring  the  sense  of  congress, 
■that  the  president  derived  the  power  of  removal  from  the  con- 
stitution, the  act,  as  it  passed,  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
full  admission  of  the  sense  of  the  legislature  on  this  important 
part  of  the  American  constitution,”  the  word  “expression”  was 
substituted  for  “admission,”  as  being  more  appropriate  to  the  idea 
intended  to  be  conveyed.  This  was  also  the  word  used  in  the 
corresponding  remark  of  chief  justice  Marshall,  in  his  account 
of  the  passage  of  this  hill,  which  had  been  consulted,  and  was 
substantially  followed,  in  the  notes  from  which  this  part  of  the 
president’s  message  was  drawn. 

3d.  In  page  55,  in  the  sentence,  “The  legislative  power  may 
undoubtedly  bind  him  and  the  president  by  any  laws  they  may 
think  proper  lo  enact:  they  may  prescribe  in  what  place  par- 
ticular portions  of  the  public  property  shall  be  kept,  and  for 
what  reason  it  shall  be  removed,  as  they  may  direct  that  sup- 
plies for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be  kept  in  particular  stores;  and 
It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  sec  that  the  law  is  faith- 
fully executed — yet  will  the  custody  remain  in  the  executive 
department  of  the  government,”  the  word  “mo?iej/”  was  substi- 
tuted for  “property,”  as  being  called  for  by  the  context,  and  being 
obviously  more  suitable  to  the  idea  of  the  president, 
t 4th.  In  the  first  sentence  of  the  paragraph,  page  87,  beginning 
with  “The  dangerous  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which  denies  to 
the  president  the  power  of  supervising, directing  and  controlling 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  like  manner  with  the  other  ex- 
ecutive officers,  would  soon  be  manifest  in  practice,  were  the 
doctrine  to  be  established.”  The  word  “removing”  was  sub- 
stituted for  “controlling,”  because  it  was  considered  as  more 
fully  meeting  the  idea  of  the  president.  As  the  sentence  stood, 
the  word  “controlling”  expressed  no  other  idea  than  the  words 
“supervising  and  directing,”  whereas,  the  powerof  “removing” 
was  also  claimed  on  the  one  hand  and  denied  on  the  other. 

The  suggestion  of  the  alteration  in  page  60  of  the  expression 
“the  secretaries”  for  “his  secretaries,”  was  dictated  simply  by 
a wish  to  make  the  paper  transmitted  to  the  senate  correspond 
with  the  duplicate  retained  by  the  prerident,  and  with  the  pnb- 
Lication  from  the  latter,  which  appeared  in  the  Globe.  In  the 


ARMY  OF  THE* UNITED  STATES. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army,  adjutant  general’s  office, 
Washington,  April  19,  1834. 
[order  no.  31.] 

I.  The  field  officers  of  artillery  are  assigned  as  follows: 


^ colonel, 

> lieutenant  colonel, 
) major, 

^ colonel, 

> lieutenant  colonel, 
) major,  (acting) 

colonel, 

> lieutenant  colonel, 
) major, 

colonel, 

> lieutenant  colonel, 


Fort  Washington. 

Fort  Severn. 

Fort  Moultrie. 

Augusta  arsenal,  Georgia. 
Fort  Marion. 

Fort  Monroe. 

Fort  Monroe. 

Fort  Wolcott. 

Fort  Independence. 

Fort  McHenry. 

Port  Columbus. 

Fort  Monroe. 


*lst  reg’t 
of  artillery, 

f2d  reg’t 
of  artillery, 

]3d  reg’t 
of  artillerry, 

§4th  reg’t 
of  artillery,  , 

) major, 

II.  Company  B,  1st  artillery,  now  stationed  at  Fort  McHen- 
ry, will  relieve  company  I,  of  the  4th  artillery,  at  Fort  Severn, 
and  on  being  so  relieved,  brevet  major  Erving,  with  his  compa- 
ny, will  repair  to  Fort  McHenry.  Capt.  F.  Whiting’s  compa- 
ny, (I),  1st  artillery,  will  repair  to  Fort  Washington,  and  re- 
lieve company  F,  when  brevet  major  Mason,  with  his  compa- 
ny, will  proceed  to  join  the  garrison  at  Fort  Monroe. 

III.  Fort  Niagara  will  he  evacuated,  and  the  garrison,  con- 
sisting of  companies  D and  H,  of  the  2d  infantry,  will  proceed 
to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  there  relieve  companies  Band  II,  of  the 
4th  artillery,  when  brevet  major  Payne,  with  his  command, 
will  proceed  to  New  York,  and  thence,  with  his  company,  take 
post  at  Fort  Trumbull.  Company  H will  join  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Hamilton. 

IV.  The  head  quarters  of  the  2d  and  4th  regiments  of  infan- 
try are  transferred,  the  former  from  Fort  Niagara  to  Madison 
barracks,  the  latter  from  ftlobile  to  Baton  Rouge. 

V.  The  field  officers  of  artillery  and  infantry,  will  proceed  to 
their  respective  stations,  as  above  designated,  on  the  31st  of 
May,  or  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit;  and  the  move- 
ment of  troops,  under  the  direction  of  the  respective  command- 
ing officers,  will  take  place  without  unnecessary  delay. 

VI.  Assistant  surgeon  Minis  is  assigned  to  duty  at  Caslle 
Pinckney,  to  which  post  he  will  repair  without  delay.  Assist- 
ant surgeon  Stinnache  will  continue  on  duty  at  Fort  Gratiot. 

VII.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe  will  no  longer  be  regarded 

as  the  exclusive  school  of  practice;  as,  at  all  military  posts,  the 
commanding  officer  will  be  responsible  for  the  discipline  and 
proper  instruction  of  the  troops,  in  all  their  duties.  The  usual 
reports  and  returns  from  the  post,  will  be  made  direct  to  tlu) 
general  of  department,  who  will  exercise  the  same  authority 
at  Fort  Monroe  as  at  other  military  posts  within  his  command: 
accordingly,  the  monthly,  and  other  returns  and  reports, 
heretofore  received  from  Fort  Monroe,  as  of  “(Ac  military  school 
of  practice,”  will  be  discontinued.  I?v  order  of  major  general 
Macomb,  R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 

— .►♦e  @ 94«.— 

PniLADELPIIIA  COUNCILS. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia  is  a large  holder  of  real  properly  and 
stocks  by  the  legacy  of  Stephen  Girard,  &c.  They  memori- 
alized congress,  and  sent  a committee  to  Washington  with  it. 
That  committee  has  recently  reported— and  the  following  parts 
of  their  report  we  think  ought  to  be  preserved: 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Wasltineton,  the  commitfee  ad- 
dressed a note  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  couched  in 
the  most  respectful  terms,  requesting  that  he  would  have  the 


Ml  ousp, 
Walhach, 
Gates. 


fLinds.ay, 

Crane, 

Heileman. 


jArinistcad, 

n.'inkhead, 

Brooks. 


§Fcn  wick, 
Eustis, 
Fanning. 
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goodness  to  appoint  a time  when  it  would  be  agreeable  to  him 
to  receive  them  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  him  the  views 
of  councils,  in  relation  to  the  official  object  of  their  visit  to 
Washington. 

On  the  same  evening  they  received  from  him,  with  feelings 
which  they  will  not  describe,  the  following  very  unequivocal 
denial,  viz: 

“ JVashington,  7th,  1634. 

“Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  evening  expressing 
a wish  to  present  to  me  the  views  of  the  select  and  common 
councils  of  Philadelphia,  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  rcchar- 
tering  the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  and  restoring  to  it  the  de- 
posites  of  public  money,  I have  to  observe  that  it  will  give  me 
pleasure  to  see  you  as  individuals,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing those  subjects,  at  any  time  to-morrow  between  10  and 
12  o’clock. 

Whatever  you  may  please  to  communicate,  as  a comniitte,  if 
made  in  writing,  will  be  cheerfully  received  and  considered. 
For  reasons  which  have  been  made  public,  I hold  no  communi- 
cation with  committees  on  such  subjects  that  are  not  made  in 
writing.  I am  very  respectfully,  your  ob’t  serv’t 

ANDREW  JACKSOX. 

Messrs.  R.  M.  Houstin,  George  S.  Schott  and  others,  committee 
on  behalf  of  the  select  and  common  councils  of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  same  evening  the  committee  returned  the  following 
reply. 

“ To  the  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  We  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note, 
in  reply  to  our  communication  of  this  evening,  and  duly  appre- 
ciate your  invitation  to  see  us  “as individuals.’^ 

Under  any  other  circumstances,  we  should  have*  given  re- 
spectful attention  to  this  invitation.  But  not  having  come  to 
this  city  “as  individuals,”  but  “as  a committee  from  the  select 
and  common  councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  if  we  are  not 
permitted  to  appear  in  that  character  and  “to  discuss”  those 
matters  of  deep  interest  to  our  constituents  which  caused  us  to 
lie  sent  here,  wc  feel  constrained,  by  a sense  of  what  is  due  to 
tJiein,  not  to  appear  in  any  other.  * 

R.  M.  IIOUSTFN, 

GEO.  S.  SCHOTT, 

JOS.  B.  SMITH, 

JOSHUA  LJPPINCOTT, 
JOHN  P.  WETHERILL. 

Washington,  ^pril  7th,  1834. 

The  committee  acknowledge  having  received  very  kind  at- 
tention from  many  members  of  congress  from  different  parts  of 
the  union,  and  of  adverse  politics;  and  they  particularly  return 
thanks  on  that  account  to  Messrs.  Clay,  McKean  and  South- 
ard ofthe  senate,  and  Messrs.  Binney,  Harper  and  Watmough, 
ol  the  house  of  representatives. 

■ . 

STATE  BANKS. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  the  employment 
of  state  banks  as  depositories  of  public  money. 

[Read  in  the  house  of  representatives,  April  22.  J 
Mr.  Polk,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  made  the 
following  report: 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  pursuance  of  the  third 
resolution  of  their  former  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  public  deposites,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  house,  submit  the  following 
report: 

The  house,  by  its  vote,  having  decided  “that  the  state  banks 
ought  to  be  continued  as  the  places  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money,  and  that  it  is  e.xpedient  for  congress  to  make  further 
provision,  by  law,  prescribing  the  mode  of  selection,  the  se- 
curities to  be  taken,  and  the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they 
are  to  be  employed,”  the  committee  deemed  it  proper,  in  a 
measure  of  so  much  importance,  to  ascertain  from  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  his  opinion  and  views,  in  regard  to  the  regu- 
lations proper  to  be  adopted  in  the  employment  of  the  slate 
banks  as  the  depositories  of  the  public  money,  and  the  fiscal 
agents  of  the  government;  and  also  for  his  views  in  regard  to 
the  probable  effects  which  would  be  produced  upon  the  cur- 
rency by  such  regulations.  They  accordingly  addressed  a let- 
ter to  the  secretary,  requesting  to  he  furnished  with  the  infor- 
marton  desired,  and  herewith  report  the  answer  which  has 
been  received. 

In  determining  upon  the  mode  in  which  the  deposite  banks 
shall  be  selected,  the  committed  are  of  opinion  that  a due  re- 
gard to  the  public  interests  will  make  it  proper  to  leave  the  se- 
lection, in  the  first  instance,  to  the  head  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, or  to  some  other  person  designated  by  law;  but,  when 
once  selected,  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  executive  to 
discontinue  such  depository  without  the  sanction  or  approba- 
tion of  congress.  Should  it,  however,  be  deemed  expedient  for 
congress  themselves  to  designate,  by  law,  the  banks  which 
aliall  hereafter  be  employed  as  depositories  instead  of  delegat- 
ing the  power  of  selection,  in  the  first  instance,  to  an  executive 
officer,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  that  mode,  provided  it  be 
deemed  practicable  to  make  the  selection,  in  such  manner  as  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  public  funds  to  be  deposited  therein. 

The  bill  which  they  report  prescribes — first  the,  mode  in 
which,  and  by  whom,  the  state  banks  hereafter  to  be  employed 
as  the  public  depositories,  shall  be  selected.  Secondly,  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  'which  they  shall  be  employed,  the 
duties  and  servicee  they  shall  perform,  and  the  securities  which 


they  may  he  required  to  give,  in  order  effectually  to  protect  the 
government  against  possible  danger  of  loss;  and  thirdly,  it  pro- 
vides that,  when  once  selected,  they  shall  be  placed  beyond 
the  power  and  control  of  the  executive  department,  except  as 
far  as  the  safe  aud  prudent  management  of  the  public  revenue 
may  render  such  control  indispensable. 

The  bill  restricts  the  discretion  of  the  executive  and  places  it 
out  of  the  power  of  that  department  to  discontinue  the  selected 
banks  as  jilaces  of  public  deposite,  to  cases  of  failure  on  the 
part  of  said  banks  to  comply  with  the  terms  and  conditions  on 
which  they  may  be  employed,  or  to  cases  in  which  any  of  the 
banks  may  become  unsafe  depositories  of  the  public  nioncy, 
and  reserves  to  congress  the  ultimate  control  over  the  whole 
subject. 

By  its  provisions  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cannot  dur- 
ing the  session  of  congress,  dismiss  from  the  service  of  the 
treasury  any  bank  of  deposite,  without  having  first  obtained  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  congress:  and  if  during  the  recess 
of  congress,  any  bank  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  it  has  been  employed;  or  if 
from  the  periodical  returns  of  its  condition  and  business,  or 
otherw'ise,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  deem  it  necessary, 
in  order  to  protect  and  preserve  public  interest,  to  discontine 
any  of  said  banks  as  public  depositories,  he  is  authorised  to 
issue  such  order,  temporarily,  but  is  required  at  the  cornuience- 
rnent  of  the  next  session,  to  report  to  congress  the  reasons  and 
the  evidence  upon  which  he  has  ordered  such  discontinuance, 
reserving  to  congress  the  right  to  approve  or  reverse  such  order. 
Thus  all  apprehension  that  the  power  of  the  executive  over  the 
selected  banks  may  be  used  as  a governmental  patronage,  or 
for  corrupt  purposes,  is  effectually  removed.  So  long  as  the 
selected  banks  shall  continue  to  perform  the  duties  required  of 
them  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  (should  it  become  a law), 
and  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  so  to  conduct  their  business 
as  to  keep  the  public  funds  deposited  therein  secure,  they  can- 
not be  discontinued  at  the  will  of  the  executive,  but  will  be  en- 
titled to  their  custody  as  a matter  of  right,  unless  it  shall  be  the 
pleasure  of  congress  to  withdraw  them,  or  change  the  place  of 
deposite. 

The  committee  concur  with  the  secretary  ofthe  treasury  in 
the  views  he  has  presented  in  his  letter  in  regard  to  the  import- 
ance of  banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  the  small  deno- 
minations, and  of  substituting  gold  and  silver  coin  in  their 
place.  This  may,  doubtless,  to  some  extent  be  encouraged  and 
effected  through  llie  collection  and  management  of  the  revenue. 
Congress  possesses  no  pow’er  to  restrict  the  state  institutions 
from  issuing  small  notes;  but  they  have  the  power  to  impose  as  a 
condition  upon  which  any  bank  shall  be  amployed  as  a deposi- 
tory, that  it  shall  first  stipulate  not  to  issue  or  use,  after  a given 
future  day,  notes  of  the  smaller  denominations,  in  the  course  of 
its  business;  and  they  have  a right  to  refuse  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment to  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  shall 
not  cease,  after  a given  future  day,  to  issue  small  notes.  The 
bill,  accordingly  contains  a provision  to  this  effect,  designed  to 
induce  the  state  banks  to  co-operate  in  banishing  from  circula- 
tion all  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars,  after  a 
given  future  day.  In  several  stales  such  a prohibition  already 
exists,  and  in  those  states  a metallic  circulation  has  been  found 
to  take  the  place  of  the  small  notes  which  have  been  with- 
drawn.' It  may  be  necessary,  hereafter,  for  congress  to  extend 
the  prohibition  to  the  issue  of  notes  below  the  denomination 
of  ten  or  twenty  dollars.  But  the  committee  do  not  deem  it 
expedient,  at  this  time  to  recommend  that  the  prohibition  should 
be  extended  to  notes  above  the  denomination  of  five  dollars. 
Should  it  hereafter  be  deemed  proper,  congress  can  adopt  further 
legislative  provisions  on  the  subject. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  herewith  reported,  that  further  legislation  in  relation 
to  the  coins  constitutes  an  important  part  of  his  scheme  of  the 
currency.  The  committee  concur  in  opinion  that  it  is  import- 
ant that  further  lesal  provisions  should  be  made  regulating  the 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  making  the  foreign  gold  and  silver 
coins  a tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  also  regulating  the 
standard  value  of  our  own  coins. 

They  have,  however,  reported  no  bill  on  the  subject  of  the 
coins,  because  bills  upon  that  subject,  have  already  been 
brought  before  the  house  by  a select  committee  to  whom  this 
particular  branch  of  the  subject  had  been  referred  by  the  house. 
They  concur  in  opinion  that  it  is  important  they  should  be  act- 
ed on  at  the  present  session  of  congress. 

Treasury  department,  ^pril  15,  1834. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  of  the  7ih  inst.  and  proceed  to  reply  to  the  inquiries  made 
by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

In  my  report  to  congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  assigning  my  reasons  for  removing  the  deposites  from 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  I expressed  the  opinion  that  a cor- 
poration of  that  de.scription,  was  not  necessary,  either  for  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  or  the  general  convenience 
of  the  people. 

One  of  the  arguments  most  frequently  urged  in  favor  of  the 
expediency  of  a hank  of  the  United  States,  is  the  salutary  in- 
fluence which  it  is  supposed  to  exert  in  securing  to  the  country 
a sound  currency.  It  is  said  the  state  banks  have  a constant 
tendency  to  over  issues,  and  that  a superior  power  is  necessary, 
to  keep  them  in  check,  and  to  control  them  in  this  particular — 
and  the  argument  is  constantly  and  earnestly  pressed,  that  a 
bank  of  the  United  Slates  is  the  fit  and  appropriate  means  to 


158 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  S,  1834— STATE  BANKS. 


Bceomplish  this  object.  If  tliere  be  any  force  in  this  argument, 
the  paper  currency  furnished  by  the  slate  banks,  as  well  as  that 
issued  by  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  ought  now  to  be  in  a sound 
stale.  The  bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  been  in  existence 
seventeen  years,  and  must  have  already  exerted  all  the  influ- 
ence in  relation  to  the  currency,  which  can  ever  be  expected 
from  such  an  institution.  And  if  it  exercises  a wholesome  and 
salutary  control  over  the  conduct  of  the  state  banks,  and  re- 
strains them  within  proper  bounds,  it  has  had  full  lime  and  op- 
portunity to  exert  that  power,  and  the  notes  of  the  state  banks, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  ought  now  to 
be  found  in  a safe  condition.  For  it  must  be  admitted,  tliat  vve 
have  gained  but  little  by  chartering  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  if  only  the  comparatively  small  portion  of  the  paper 
currency  furnished  by  itself,  is  sound,  while  the  great  mass  of 
the  circulating  medium  is  inherently  vicious,  and  liable  to  be 
disordered  at  any  moment.  It  is  believed  that  more  Ilian  three- 
fourths  of  the  paper  currency,  is  furnished  by  the  stale  banks, 
and  if  so  large  a portion  of  our  circulating  medium  is  unsafe  and 
unworthy  of  credit,  then  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is  either 
incapable  of  exercising  the  salutary  control  claimed  for  it,  or  it 
has  failed  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  public.  In  either  event  it 
is  lime  to  look  for  some  other  remedy. 

Judging  from  the  best  information  which  the  department  has 
been  able  to  obtain,  the  paper  of  the  various  hanks,  (including 
the  bank  of  the  United  Slates),  in  actual  circulation  in  ordinary 
times,  amounts  to  at  least  eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this 
sum,  the  bank  of  the  United  States  furnishes  less  than  twenty 
millions,  and  the  various  state  banks  more  than  sixty  millions; 
the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  same  banks,  to  support  this  ex- 
tensive credit,  does  not  probably  exceed  twenty-five  millions. 

In  estimating  the  amount  of  specie,  I confine  myself  to  the 
coin  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  banks.  In  some  of  the 
stales,  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  below  five  dollars  is  pro- 
hibited by  law,  and  in  tliese  states  there  is  a considerable 
nmount  of  specie  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and  forming  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  circulating  medium.  It  does  not,  however, 
probably,  exceed  four  millions  of  dollars.  This  metallic  circu- 
lation lessens  by  so  much  the  amount  of  paper,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent it  diminishes  the  evil  occasioned  by  the  great  dispropor- 
tion between  the  paper  superstructure  and  its  metallic  basis. 
But  the  coin  which  is  thus  circulating,  cannot  be  brought  in  aid 
of  the  paper  eurrency,  when  a panic,  or  any  other  cause,  sud- 
denly throws  it  back  upon  the  bank  for  redemption.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  estimated  as  a part  of  the  means  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  actual  paper  circulation.  It  takes  the  pl.ace  of 
80  much  paper  in  the  mass  of  the  circulating  medium,  and 
thereby  lessens  the  amount  to  be  redeemed.  But  it  will  never 
find  its  way  into  the  banks  when  their  notes  are  rapidly  re 
turning  upon  them.  They  must  rely  upon  the  amount  actually 
in  their  vaults — and  it  is  with  this  amount  that  we  must  com- 
pare the  paper  circulation,  in  order  to  decide  whether  it  is  in  a 
safe  condition.  It  is  evident  that  the  chief  part  of  the  paper 
currency  of  the  United  States  must  always  be  furnished  by  the 
state  banks.  No  bank  of  the  United  States  could  provide  a 
sufficient  amount  for  the  whole  nation,  without  giving  to  it  a 
capital  of  such  enormous  and  startling  magnitude,  that  no  one, 
it  is  presumed,  would  seriously  propose  it. 

And  if  congress  are  to  legislate,  with  the  view  of  securing  to 
the  people  of  the  United  Slates  a sound  paper  currency,  the 
condition  of  the  notes  of  the  state  banks  is  of  much  ntore  im- 
portance to  the  community,  than  that  of  any  bank  of  the  Unted 
States.  The  notes  of  the  different  local  banks  form  the  ordinary 
circulating  medium  for  the  great  body  of  our  citizens;  and  it 
would  be  unjust  to  them,  to  disregard  its  condition.  The 
whole  currency  of  the  country  should  he  placed  in  a sound  and 
liealty  stale,  as  far  as  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  United 
States  will  enable  them  to  accomplish  that  object. 

Under  the  authority  delegated  to  congress  by  the  consitution 
of  the  United  States,  they  have  no  power  to  esiab!i.-;h  by  law  a 
paper  currency;  and  the  influence  which  they  may  lawfully  ex- 
ercise in  securing  its  soundness,  is  altogether  incidental.  In 
legislating  within  the  admitted  scope  of  their  authority,  they 
may,  without  assuming  powers  not  granted,  look  to  the  efl'ecl 
which  their  laws  will  produce  upon  an  interest  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  that  of  the  paper  circulation  now  floating  through 
the  country. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  first  inquiry  is,  what  is 
the  present  condition  of  the  ordinary  circulating  medium  of  the 
United  States.'*  Is  the  great  mass  of  the  paper  currency  in  a 
eound  and  healthy  condition.?  If  it  is,  we  must  endeavor  to  find 
means  to  preserve  it  in  its  present  state,  when  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  shall  cease  to  exist.  But  if  it  is  not,  then  it  is 
obvious  that  the  creation  of  a bank  of  the  Uniled  Stales  will  not 
accomplish  this  desirable  object,  and  that,  even  on  the  score 
of  expediency,  without  reference  to  constitutional  objections, 
some  other  plan  should  be  devised. 

If  the  estimate  I have  made  of  the  proportion  between  the 
paper  circulation  and  the  specie  in  possession  of  the  b.anks  be 
correct,  or  nearly  so,  the  condition  of  the  currency  is  obvirmsly 
such,  that  the  nation  should  not  be  content  with  it,  nor  desire  to 
continue  it  in  its  present  state.  It  is  an  immensd  superstruc- 
ture of  paper,  resting  on  a metallic  foundation  too  narrow  to 
support  it.  It  has  never  been  sustained  by  its  own  inherent 
strength,  but  by  public  confidence.  When  every  one  firmly  be- 
lieves that  the  notes  of  the  banks  will,  on  demand,  be  paid  in 
coin,  they  readily  circulate  and  answer  all  the  purposes  of  mo- 
ney. But  the  moment  that  confidence  is  impaired,  titey  lose 


their  value  as  a part  of  the  circulating  medium,  and  are  return- 
ed upon  the  banks  for  redemption  in  specie,  and  tlie  dispropor- 
tion between  the  p.iper  circulation  and  the  coir>  prepared  to  re- 
deem it,  is  so  great,  that  it  is  constantly  liable  to  have  its  chief 
support,  public  cov^ence,  withdrawn  fioin  it. 

in  .speaking  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  currency  is  exposed, 

I do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  state  banks  are  unable  to  pay 
the  amount  of  notes  they  have  issued.  On  the  contrary,  I am 
persuaded  that,  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  are  as  safe  as 
the  b.tnk  of  the  United  Stale.s.  For  that  bank  has  never  been 
in  a condition  to  redeem  its  notes  in  specie,  if  they  were  all  sud- 
denly thrown  back  upon  it.  My  object  in  inviting  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  this  subject,  is  not  only  to  show  the  real  , 
condition  of  the  currency,  but  to  mark  the  utter  inconsistency 
of  the  argument,  wliich  urges  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  ground  that  it  lias  furnished  a sound  cur- 
rency to  the  nation,  and  at  the  same  time,  attempts  to  discredit 
the  note.s  of  the  state  banks.  Both  parts  of  the  argument  can- 
not be  true.  Tlie  bank  of  the  United  Stales  has  not  furnished 
the  nation  will)  a sound  paper  currency,  and  has  produced  no 
salutary  effect  on  the  great  mass  of  it,  unless  the  issues  of  the 
state  banks  are  now  in  a safe  and  healthy  condition. 

The  difficulties  under  which  the  state  h.anks  are  laboring  at 
this  time,  does  not  prove  that  they  are  unsound,  and  that  they 
have  been  worse  managed  than  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
when  reports  injurious  to  the  credit  of  the  stale  hanks  are  in- 
dustriously and  widely  circulated,  some  degree  of  emharrass- 
meiit  is  unavoidable;  especially  when  it  is  generally  supposed 
to  be  in  the  power  of  the  liank  of  the  United  Stales  to  stoji  them 
at  its  pleasure.  The  evil  is  however  in  its  nature  temporary, 
and  will  soon  pa.ss  away.  And  the  intelligence  of  the  citizens 
will  j-eadily  discover  that  the  present  difficulty  is  the  offspring 
of  useless  alarm,  and  of  a deliberate  design  to  destroy  the  credit 
of  the  state  batiks.  And  wlien  the  real  object  of  the  excite- 
ment, and  unfounded  rumors  vvliicli  are  daily  circulated,  shall 
be'iindersiood  by  tlie  people,  confidence  will  soon  be  restored, 
and  business  resume  its  usual  channel.  The  stoppage  of  a 
hank  from  any  cause  naturally  produces  a run  on  the  banks  in 
its  m-igliborhood,  and  if  pains  are  taken  to  increase  the  excite- 
ment and  alarm,  the  evil  will  be  more  extensively  felt  than  it 
would  be  in  ordinary  limes. 

The  dangerous  expansion  of  the  paper  circulation,  compared 
witli  its  specie  basis,  show’s  that  there  is  something  essentially 
vicious  in  the  whole  system;  and  the  mischief,  so  far  from  be- 
ing corrected  or  lessened  by  a bank  of  the  United  Stales,  is 
more  probably  aggravated  by  such  an  institution.  The  great 
amount  of  paper  afloat  proves  that  the  quantity  depends  more 
on  the  discretion  and  judgment  of  those  wlio  make  the  paper, 
than  on  their  ability  to  redeem  it  whenever  it  is  called  for.  The 
dominion  which  a bank  of  the  United  States  must  always  exer- 
cise over  the  smaller  corporations  of  the  slates,  vests  in  it  the 
entire  discretion  of  expansion  or  contraction.  If  it  discount 
and  issue  its  paper  freely,  the  state  banks  are  induced  by  tlie 
hopes  of  profit,  to  follow  its  example.  If  it  suddenly  curtails; 
tliey  must  curtail  also,  or  become  the  victims  of  their  own  im- 
prudence. And  if,  by  any  means,  the  conduct  of  that  bank  dis- 
turbs the  public  confidence  in  the  safety  of  the  state  banks,  their 
notes  will  be  returned  upon  them  with  such  rapidity  as  to  en- 
danger even  the  best  managed  institutions — and  while  such  a 
power  remains  in  the  hands  of  a single  corporation,  the  coun- 
try will  he  constantly  liable  to  sudden  agitations  and  excite- 
ments from  the  alternate  expansion  and  contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency; and  those  engaged  in  commerce  will,  in  the  years  of 
abundance,  be  led  into  an  extension  of  their  business,  which 
must,  in  the  succeeding  years  of  scarcity,  inevitably  result  in 
bankruptcy  and  ruin.  In  a time  of  prc-'^sure,  confidence  is  ea- 
sily shaken;  and  whenever  it  becomes  the  interest  of  the  bank 
ol  the  United  States  to  excite  alaim  in  tlie  country,  its  great 
morif.-y  power  will  most  commonly  enable  it  to  effect  the  object, 
and  by  destroying  confidence  and  credit,  in  a few  months  throw 
the  whole  business  of  tlie  nation  into  confusion. 

A system  of  currency  thus  liable  to  constant  fluctuations,  and 
always  in  danger  of  being  entirely  overthrown,  is  certainly  one 
of  the  worst  tiiat  can  be  devised.  Every  species  of  property  is 
unstable  and  insecure,  unless  the  currency  which  is  to  he  ex- 
changed for  it  shall  be  steady  in  its  value,  and  not  liable  to  be 
seriously  disturbed  by  accident  or  design.  And  the  danger  and 
evil  is  abundantly  manifested  by  the  history  of  the  U.  States, 
since  the  6stablisliment  of  the  present  bank.  Years  of  hollow 
prosperity  have  been  succeeded  by  years  of  pressure  and  suffer- 
ing; and  the  present  condition  of  things  demonstrates  how  rea- 
dily a concerted  effort  to  excite  a panic  and  destroy  confidence, 
may  endanger  the  great  mass  of  the  circulating  medium;  and 
injure  most  extensively  the  property  and  industry  of  the  coun- 
try. The  great  evil  ol'onr  present  currency  is  the  disproportion 
between  the  paper  in  circulation  and  the  coin  prepared  to  re- 
deem it.  The  remedy  is,  to  ditninish  this  proportion,  and  to 
give  to  the  paper  currency  a broader  and  firmer  metallic  foun- 
dation. Can  this  object  he  best  accomplished  with  or  without 
a b.niik  of  the  United  States.? 

I do  not  perceive  that  a hank  of  tlie  United  States,  ttpon  any 
plan,  is  likely  to  diminish  the  evil. 

It  may  perhaps  he  supposed  that  a restriction  on  the  bank, 
which  would  prevent  it  from  issuing  notes  below  twenty  dol- 
lars, would  tend  to  accomplish  the  object.  But  tlie  only  effbet 
of  such  a restriction  would  he,  to  substitute  the  notes  of  state 
banks  of  the  lower  denomination.®,  in  the  place  of  the  notes  of 
I the  bank  of  the  United  Slates. 
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Gold  and  silver  will  never  circulate,  where  banks  issue  notes 
which  come  in  competition  with  them.  For  it  will  invariably 
happen  that  when  the  circulating  medium  is  composed  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  money,  and  otie  of  them  is  less  valuable  than 
the  other,  but  not  sufficiently  depreciated  to  be  discredited,  the 
inferior  will,  after  a time,  become  the  general  currency,  and  the 
more  valuable  will  entirely  disappear.  This  is  obvious  in  the 
states  where  the  banks  issue  notes  as  low  as  one  dollar.  For 
silver  dollars  are  never  found  in  circulation  where  paper  ones 
are  freely  issued  by  the  banks.  In  order,  therefore,  to  bring  the 
precious  metals  into  use,  the  rivalship  of  paper  must  be  effectu- 
ally taken  away.  We  must  not  only  remove  the  notes  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  but  also  the  notes  of  the  state  banks. 

And  to  create  a bank  of  the  United  States,  and  restrict  its  is- 
sues, as  above  suggested,  would  be  to  invite  the  state  hanks  to 
issue  largely  that  description  of  paper  which  will  not  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  competition  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States.  7'he 
paper  circulation  would  not  be  diminished,  nor  would  the  pro- 
portions of  the  metals  be  increased.  Paper  dollars  would  still 
be  manufactured  in  the  same  abundance;  they  would  still  come 
in  competition  with  gold  and  silver,  and  drive  them  from  circu- 
lation. 

The  restriction  therefore  on  the  issue  of  the  smaller  notes, 
cannot  be  effectual,  unless  the  several  stales  shall  be  w'illing  to 
co-operate  with  the  legislation  of  congress.  They  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  prohibit  the  issue  of  notes  under  twenty  dol- 
lars by  their  banks,  while  a bank  of  the  United  States  w'as 
in  existence  with  all  the  advantage  it  would  possess  over  the 
state  institutions.  And  if  they  could  be  induced  to  unite  in 
such  a plan,  the  inevitable  result  would  be  to  put  an  end  to  the 
slate  banks.  For  their  circulation  of  larger  notes  would  be  so 
much  restrained  by  the  competition  and  superior  advantages  of 
the  notes  of  the  hank  of  the  United  Stales,  that  the  small  state 
corporations  would  probably  soon  hnd  their  chatters  of  no  va- 
lue, and  be  compelled  to  wind  up  their  concerns.  The  field  for 
paper  currency  would  then  be  lell  entirely  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  Their  notes  being  receivable  every  where  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  government,  would  give  them  a 
credit  beyond  their  real  value.  The  temptation  under  such  cir- 
cumstances to  over  issues  of  paper  would  be  almost  irresistible. 
And  after  closing,  by  this  course  of  legislation,  the  doors  of  the 
state  banks  we  should  soon  find  ourselves  with  a paper  curren- 
cy equally  liable  to  depreciation  with  the  present  one,  from  the 
great  disproportion  the  paper  would  bear  to  the  specie  provided 
to  redeem  it.  In  a plan  which  would  lead  to  such  results,  we 
could  hardly  expect  the  states  to  come  in  aid  of  the  legislation 
of  congress,  but  we  might  count  on  their  cordial  co-operation 
in  efforts  to  place  the  whole  circulating  medium  of  the  country 
on  a safe  and  durable  foundation,  when  it  can  be  done  without 
injustice  to  their  own  citizens  who  are  interested  in  the  state 
institutions. 

The  first  step  towards  a sound  condition  of  the  currency,  is 
to  reform  the  coinage  of  gold.  The  present  gold  coin  is  worth 
more  in  silver  than  its  nominal  value.  It  is  therefore  never 
seen  in  the  ordinary  exchanges  of  the  country,  and  it  is  worse 
than  useless  to  continue  the  expense  of  coining  it  at  the  mint, 
unless  it  is  intended  for  circulation.  It  will  never  make  its  way 
into  general  circulation  until  the  relative  value  of  silver  and 
gold  is  observed,  as  near  as  may  be,  in  the  pieces  coined  of  the 
respective  metals.  It  has  been  truly  said  that  gold  is  the  anta- 
gonist of  paper.  Silver  is  too  heavy  to  be  transported  from 
place  to  place,  in  large  sums  without  inconvenience.  Some 
other  circulating  medium  ofgeneral  currency  is  therefore  neces- 
sary, even  for  the  expenses  of  a journey  from  one  state  to  ano- 
ther. There  must  be  either  a paper  currency  of  general  credit, 
or  gold  must  be  introduced.  And  it  is  essential  that  in  its  stan- 
dard value  as  coin,  it  should  be  placed  on  its  proper  footing  in 
relation  to  silver,  before  a paper  currency  of  general  credit  can 
be  conveniently  dispensed  with.  The  charter  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  by  making  its  paper  receivable  every  where  for 
debts  due  to  the  government,  lurnishes  a paper  currency  not 
equal  to  gold  and  silver,  but  yet  of  sufficient  credit  for  common 
use,  and  lor  the  purposes  of  travelling  from  place  to  place. 
This  will  continue  until  the  3d  of  iVIarch,  1835.  It  is  desira'ble, 
therefore,  that  provision  should  be  made  at  the  present  session 
of  congress  for  the  reform  of  the  gold  coins.  The  coinage  will 
require  time,  and  as  this  general  paper  currency  is  gradually  re- 
tiring from  circulation,  the  gold  should  be  prepared  to  take  its 
place.  We  produce  gold  to  a large  amount  in  the  U.  Stales, 
and  the  product  is  increasing  every  year.  The  greater  part  of 
it  is  now  exported  as  bullion,  and  this  will  continue  to  be  the 
case  until  tlte  value  of  the  gold  coin  is  changed;  even  if  the 
change  should  be  made  at  the  present  session,  there  would  not 
perhaps  be  a sufficient  supply  of  our  own  gold  coins  to  meet  the 
demand  for  a circulating  medium  of  general  credit,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  But  if  foreign  gold  coins 
should  be  made  a legal  tender  at  their  real  value,  there  would 
doubtless  be  enough  of  that  metal,  at  the  time  above  mentioned, 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  public.  And  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
reason  for  throwing  out  of  circulation  the  foreign  coins  of  gold 
or  silver,  which  are  current  in  other  parts  of  the  commercial 
world.  Indeed  as  a measure  of  immediate  relief  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  it  is  necessary  that  the  foreign  coins,  both  of 
gold  and  silver,  should  be  made  a legal  tender,  in  payment  of 
debts,  according  to  their  intrinsic  value.  Very  larse  importa- 
tions of  the  foreign  coins  are  continually  arriving  in  the  United 
States,  and  if  they  can  be  used  by  the  slate  banks  to  discharge 


their  engagements,  they  will,  probably,  remain  here,  and  ba- 
come  a part  of  our  circulating  medium. 

And  if  they  were  made  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  it 
would  enable  the  siato' banks  to  extend  their  issues,  and  to  re- 
deem their  notes  with  greater  l.aciliiy.  I respectfully  invite  the 
early  attention  of  congress  to  this  subject,  and  regard  the  pro- 
posed alteration  in  our  laws  as  peculiarly  necessary  in  the  pre- 
sent exigency,  and  calculated  to  produce  immediate  and  exten- 
sive benefit.  As  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  withdraws  its 
circulation,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the  state  banks 
should  be  enabled  to  extend  xheir  issues  and  to  supply  imme- 
diately by  their  notes,  the  place  which  was  filled  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States. 

With  the  reform  of  the  gold  currency,  it  is  proper  to  associate 
measures  to -prevent  the  issue  of  small  notes.  The  only  step 
which  congress  could  with  propriety  take,  in  relation  to  the 
notes  of  the  slate  banks,  would  be  to  provide  that  no  bank 
should  be  a depository  of  the  public  money,  nor  should  the 
notes  of  any  hank  be  receivable  in  payments  of  debts  to  the 
United  Stales,  which  issued  notes  below  a certain  denomina- 
tion. We  may  safely  rely  on  the  co  operation  of  the  several 
slates  to  impose  upon  their  banks  the  restrictions  necessary  to 
aid  in  this  desirable  change  in  the  state  of  the  currency,  'i'lie 
alteration  proposed,  should,  however,  be  gradual.  A day  might 
be  fixed  after  which  the  restriction  above  mentioned  should  go 
into  operation,  as  relates  to  notes  below  five  dollars.  A further 
restriction,  so  as  to  aft'eci  notes  under  ten  dollars,  would  here- 
after be  advisable,  and  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a part  of  the 
plan  nosv  proposed  to  be  adopted.  But  it  is  not  desirable,  at 
this  time,  to  name  a definite  day  for  that  purpose.  A great  pro- 
portion of  the  issues  of  the  slate  banks  consists  of  five  dollar 
notes. 

Any  measure  calculated  to  impair  the  currency  of  notes  of 
this  description,  about  the  lime  the  bank  of  the  United  States  is 
going  out  o(  existence,  would  be  injurious  to  the  public.  When 
llie  bank  of  the  United  States  is  w ithdrawing  its  notes  from  cir- 
culation, the  void  must  be  filled  up  by  gold  and  silver,  or  by  the 
notes  of  the  stale  banks,  or  the  currency  will  be  injuriously 
contracted.  And  if  notes  of  five  dollars  were  then  put  out  of 
circulation,  the  diminution  of  the  currency  would  perhaps  be 
severely  fell.  And  no  measure  should  be  adopted,  calculated 
to  impede  their  circulation,  until  it  shall  be  manifest  that  the 
country  is  relieved  from  any  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
withdrawal  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  But 
as  soon  as  that  period  arrives,  and  it  is  apparent  that  gold  and 
silver  can  be  provided  for  the  ordinary  circulation  below  ten 
dollars,  it  would  be  advisable  to  extend  the  restriction  to  notea 
of  that  denomination.  For  we  can  never  be  safe  from  the  fluc- 
tuations of  the  currency  until  all  notes  below  ten  dollars  are 
banished  from  circulation.  And  it  will  be  still  more  secure 
when  the  restriction  is  carried  up  to  notes  of  twenty  dollars; 
so  as  to  substitute  the  gold  eagles  in  the  place  of  ten  dollar 
bank  notes. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement,  that  it  is  no  part  of  the 
proposed  plan  to  dispense  with  the  state  banks.  It  obviously  is 
not  in  the  power  of  congress  (if  it  desired  to  do  so)  to  take  any 
measures  for  that  purpose,  without  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution; and  the  states  would  not,  and  ought  not  to  surrender 
the  power  of  chartering  banking  companies.  The  state  banka 
are  now  so  numerous,  and  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
our  habits  and  pursuits,  that  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  the 
system  can  ever  he  entirely  abandoned.  Nor  is  it  desirable 
that  it  should  be.  They  are  often  abused,  like  all  other  human 
institutions;  yet  their  advantages  are  many,  and  under  proper 
regulations,  and  with  the  metallic  basis  now  proposed  for  their 
paper  issues,  they  will  be  found  of  much  public  advantage. 

If  liters  were  no  state  banks,  the  profitable  business  of  bank- 
ing and  exchange  would  be  monopolized  by  the  great  capital- 
ists. Operations  of  this  sort  require  capital  and  credit  to  a 
large  extent,  and  a private  individual  in  moderate  circumstan- 
ces would  be  unable  to  conduct  them  with  any  advantage.  Vet 
there  is  perhaps  no  business  which  yields  a profit  so  certain  and 
liberal  as  the  business  of  banking  and  exchange,  and  it  is  pro- 
per that  it  should  be  open,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  most 
free  competition,  and  its  advantages  shared  by  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety. Individuals  of  moderate  means  cannot  participate  in 
them  unless  they  combine  toceiher,  and  by  the  union  of  many 
small  sums  create  a large  capital  and  establish  an  extensive 
credit.  It  is  impossible  to  accomplish  this  object  without  the  aid 
of  acts  of  incorporation  so  as  to  give  the  company  security  of 
unity  ofaction  and  save  it  from  the  disadvantage  of  frequent 
changes  in  the  partnership;  by  the  death  or  retirement  of  some 
one  of  the  numerous  partners.  The  incorporated  banks  more- 
over, under  proper  regulations,  will  offer  a safe  and  convenient 
investment  of  small  sums  to  persons  whose  situations  and  pur- 
suits disable  them  from  employing  their  money  profitably  in  any 
other  mode.  It  is  no  more  liable  to  be  lost  when  vested  in  the 
stock  of  a bank  than  when  it  is  loaned  to  individuals.  The  inter- 
est on  it  i.s  paid  with  more  punctuality  and  it  can  be  sold  and 
converted  into  cash  whenever  the  owner  desires  to  employ  it 
in  some  other  way,  and  if  a larger  portion  of  the  metals  are  in- 
fused into  the  circulation,  the  business  of  banking  will  become 
more  sound  ami  wholesome,  and  less  liable  to  the  disasters 
from  which  it  has  .suffered  under  our  extravagant  and  ill-orga- 
nized system  of  paper  issues.  It  will  render  investments  in 
banking  companies  entirely  safe  and  secure  to  the  holders,  and 
afford  them  tlie  almost  absolute  certainty  of  a reasonable  profit, 
without  endangering  the  capital  invested  in  it.  For  this  rca- 
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BOri,  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  desirable  to  discountenance  the 
continuance  of  the  state  banks. 

They  are  convenient  and  useful  also  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
inerce.  No  commercial  or  manufacturing  community  could 
conduct  its  business  to  any  advantage  without  a liberal  system 
of  cre^^it,  and  a facility  of  obtaining  money  on  loan  when  the 
exigencies  of  their  business  may  require  it.  This  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  the  aid  of  a paper  circulation  founded  on  credit. 
It  is  therefore  not  the  interest  of  this  country  to  put  down  the 
paper  currency  altogether. 

The  great  object  should  be  to  give  to  it  a foundation  on 
which  it  will  safely  stand.  A circulating  medium  composed  of 
paper  and  gold  and  silver  in  just  proportion,  would  not  be  lia- 
ble to  be  constantly  disordered  by  the  accidental  embarrassments 
or  imprudences  of  trade  nor  by  a combination  of  the  moneyed 
interest  for  political  purposes.  The  value  of  the  metals  in  cir- 
culation would  remain  the  same,  whether  there  was  a panic  or 
not,  and  the  proportion  of  paper  being  less,  the  credit  of  the 
banks  could  not  be  so  readily  impaired  or  endangered. 

The  state  of  the  currency  then,  which  is  proposed  in  the 
foregoing  observations,  would  provide  silver  and  gold  for  ordi- 
nary domestic  purposes,  and  the  smaller  payments — and  the 
banks  of  the  different  states  would  easily  be  able  to  furnish  ex- 
changes between  distant  places  according  to  the  wants  of  com- 
merce. There  cannot,  therefore  be  any  necessity  for  a paper 
circulation  of  general  credit  throughout  the  co-antry.  Funds 
are  more  conveniently  and  safely  transferred  from  place  to 
place  by  draughts  and  bills  of  exchange  than  by  bank  notes.  The 
immense  operations  between  different  parts  of  the  U.  States, 
are  now  chiefly  carried  on  by  this  means,  and  it  is  only  in  par- 
ticular places  and  for  comparatively  small  amounts,  that  notes 
are  used;  and  the  local  institutions  would,  without  doubt,  in  a 
very  short  time  make  arrangements  among  themselves  to  furnish 
the  exchanges  which  commerce  requires,  and  the  competition 
among  many  would  reduce  the  rate  of  exchange  to  its  proper 
level.  Besides,  they  would  find  it  their  interest  to  make  agree- 
ments among"  themselves  to  honor  each  other’s  notes  to  a cer- 
tain extent,  and  thus  furnish  as  far  as  might  be  necessary,  a pa- 
per currency  of  general  circulation,  in  such  places  as  would  be 
likely,  from  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  to  require  such  a 
convenience.  But  the  establishment  of  such  a paper  currency 
ought  not  to  have  any  aid,  direct  or  incidental,  by  legislative 
provisions.  While  it  rests  upon  mutual  arrangements  among 
the  banks  themselves,  they  will  keep  the  issues  of  each  other 
within  proper  bounds.  But  when  they  are  able  to  extend  their 
credit  by  any  legal  provisions,  in  favor  of  their  notes,  the  tempta- 
tion is  constantly  presented  to  avail  themselves  of  this  advan- 
tage; and  over  issues  and  over  trading  are  the  necessary  conse- 
rjuences. 

If,  however  a different  policy  should  be  deemed  advisable, 
the  advantages  now  given  by  law  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates  might  easily  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  the  depository 
banks,  and  if  their  notes  were  made  receivable  in  payment  of 
all  debts  to  the  government,  their  currency  and  general  cre- 
dit would  be  quite  equal  to  that  now  enjoyed  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  Believing  however,  that  such  a provision 
would  be  calculated  to  increase  the  issues  of  paper,  I cannot 
recommend  it.  The  chief  object  of  the  plan  I propose  is  to  in- 
crease the  proportion  of  the  metallic  currency  without  diminish- 
ing inconveniently  the  general  mass  of  the  circulating  medium, 
and  any  provision  tending  to  enlarge  the  proportion  of  paper  be- 
yond what  the  public  convenience  requires,  should  be  studious- 
ly avoided. 

The  advantage  of  the  proposed  plan  over  the  present  curren- 
cy, will  not  be  confined  to  the  superior  stability,  of  the  paper 
circulation. 

The  laboring  classes  of  the  community  are  now  paid  their 
daily,  or  weekly  wages,  in  bank  notes  of  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations, and  if  there  are  any  in  circulation  of  doubtful  value 
and  depreciated  in  public  estimation,  they  are  too  often  used  in 
payments  to  the  poorer  and  more  helpless  classes  of  society. 
They  are  not  always  judges  of  the  value  or  genuineness  of  the 
notes  offered  to  them;  and  consequently,  are  often  imposed 
upon,  and  their  small  earnings  still  more  diminished,  by  the  de- 
preciated character  or  entire  worthlessness  of  paper  in  which 
they  are  paid.  If  the  alteration  suggested  should  be  adopted, 
the  smaller  notes  would  soon  be  banished  from  circulation 
every  where,  and  the  laborers  would,  therefore,  be  paid  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  that  portion  of  society  which  is  most  apt  to  suf- 
fer from  worthless  or  depreciated  paper,  and  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss,  would  be  guarded  from  imposition  and  injus- 
tice. It  is  time  that  the  just  claims  of  this  portion  of  society 
should  be  regarded  in  our  legislation  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
So  far  we  have  been  providing  facilities  for  those  employed  in 
extensive  commerce,  and  have  left  the  mechanic  and  the  la- 
borer to  all  the  hazards  of  an  insecure  and  unstable  circulating 
medium. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  plan,  that  in  giving  to  the  execu- 
tive department,  the  power  of  selecting  these  fiscal  agents  from 
among  the  state  banks,  an  undue  influence  may  be  exercised 
over  them,  and  the  power  be  used  for  improper  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses. The  answer  to  it  appears  to  be  a plain  one.  The  states 
in  which  these  institutions  are  situated,  can  at  all  times  control 
them,  and  would  effectually  interpose  to  prevent  such  abuses 
of  power.  Besides,  with  the  diminished  revenue  which  will 
hereafter  be  collected,  on  the  reduced  tariff  of  duties,  it  is  im- 
possible to  inragine  that  the  gains  to  be  derived  from  the  public 
deposites,  when  distributed,  as  they  must  be,  among  so  many 


banks,  and  among  so  many  stockholders  in  each  bank,  can  ever 
be  sufficiently  important  to  tempt  them  to  swerve  from  their 
duty,  or  to  influence,  in  any  respect,  their  conduct  or  opinions. 

But  it  is  proper,  no  doubt,  in  all  cases,  to  restrict  political 
power  within  certain  and  defined  limits,  and  it  will  be  advisa- 
ble, therefore,  to  regulate  the  selection  in  such  a manner,  as  to 
remove  all  apprehensions  of  its  abuse.  The  following  are  re- 
spectfully suggested  for  consideration: 

If  the  danger  of  abuse  is  considered  by  congress  as  one  of  any 
magnitude,  and  as  likely  to  produce  improper  influence,  it  may 
be  effectually  removed  by  making  it  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  divide  the  deposites  among  all  the  incorporated 
specie-paying  banks  of  the  place  where  the  revenue  is  collect- 
ed, in  proportion  to  their  respective  capitals  actually  paid  in, 
provided  they  are  all  willing  to  receive  them  upon  the  terms 
prescribed  by  law;  and  if  they  are  not  all  willing,  then  among 
so  many  as  would  agree  to  lake  them. 

Every  danger  of  abuse  in  the  selection  will,  by  this  mode,  be 
taken  away;  and  the  safety  of  the  money  could  be  secured,  by 
authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  demand  sccerrity 
from  any  of  these  banks,  when,  in  his  judgment,  the  pubHc  iir- 
terest  required  it;  and  there  might  also  be  a prohibition  agamst 
removing  the  money  to  any  place,  except  where  it  was  imme- 
diately necessary  for  the  purpose  of  disbursement. 

This  mode  would  somewhat  complicate  the  operations  of  the 
department.  Yet  I do  not  perceive  that  it  would  produce  any 
serious  inconvenience  to  the  public  service.  It  might,  and  pro*- 
bably  would  make  it  necessary  to  employ  one  or  two  more 
clerks  in  the  department.  But  that  would  be  but  a small  con- 
sideration, if  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  take  from  the  executive 
all  discretion  over  the  subject. 

If,  however,  congress  should  agree  with  me  in  supposing  that 
the  danger  apprehended  from  this  discretion  is  more  imaginary 
than  real,  I would  then  respectfully  propose  the  following  re*- 
gulations: 

1.  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  should  annually,  at  th« 
beginning  of  each  session,  report  to  congress  the  banks  which 
had  been  used  by  him  during  the  year,  as  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money. 

2.  That  the  banks  once  selected  as  the  depositories  of  the 
public  money,  should  be  continued  as  such;  unless  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  public  interest  requir- 
ed the  depository  to  be  changed;  in  which  case  he  should  re- 
port to  congress,^at  its  next  session,  the  reason  of  the  change. 

3.  That,  in  all  cases  where  there  were  two  or  more  banks  at 
the  same  place  where  the  revenue  is  to  be  deposited,  at  least 
two  should  -be  employed  as  the  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
United  Stales,  if  they  are.  willing  to  receive  it,  and  give  the  se- 
curity that  may  be  req-uired. 

4.  Where  there  shall  be  no  banks  at  the  places  wltere  the  re^ 
venue  is  received,  the  money  shall  be  deposited  in  such  places 
as  the  secretary  shall  direct,  subject  to  the  same  obligation  to 
report  to  congress. 

5.  No  bank  to  be  selected  as  a depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, or  continued  as  such,  which  shall  deal  in  any  stocks,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  situated,  or  of  the  Unitedi 
Slates. 

6.  After  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir»y-si.T,. 
no  bank  to  be  used  as  the  depository  of  the  public  money,  which 
shall  issue  or  pay  out  notes  below  five  dollars,  and  the  notes  of 
no  bank  to  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States,  which  shall  issue  or  pay  out  notes  of  a less  denomina- 
tion than  that  above  mentioned,  after  the  time  aforesaid,  nor 
shall  any  bank  be  a depository  of  publtc  money  which  does  not 
pay  specie  on  demand  for  its  notes. 

7.  Each  bank  selected  for  the  d'eposite  of  the  public  money 
shall  return  a statement  of  its  affairs  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  once  a month,  or  oftener,  if  required.  Such  state- 
ment shall  show  the  aggregate  amonnt  loaned  to  its  own  ofliicero 
and  directors  and  also  the  amount  loaned  on  its  own  stock. 

With  these  limitations  it  is  believed  that  the  public  money 
will  be  safe — and  that  even  the  possibility  of  abuse  will  be 
taken  away. 

Irrsubmilting  this  view  of  the  currency  and  the  phm  of  iiw- 
firoving  it,  I have  endeavored  to  provide  against  the  danger  of 
a loo  sudden  contraction  of  the  present  circulating  medium.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  amount  in  circulation  is  at  this 
moment  greater,  or  even  so  great,  as  the  convenience  of  the- 
country  requires.  I think  it  is  not.  For  it  has  been  rapidly  and 
injuriously  diminished — and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  pain* 
taken  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  great  mass  of  the  circulating: 
medium,  has  so  far  succeeded  as  to  bring  upon  the  community,, 
the  inconvenience  and  suffering  which  a rapid  reduction  of  the 
circulating  medium  unavoidably  occasions.  The  great  objec» 
now  in  view  is  to  terminate  forever  the  evil  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  to  place  the  currency  on  a fewndation  so  stable  that  it 
cannot  again  be  shaken. 

If  a broad  and  sure  foundatio-n  of  gold  and  silver  is  provided 
for  our  system  of  paper  credits,  we  need  not  hereafter  appre- 
hend those  al  ternate  seasons  of  abundance  and  scarcity  of  mo- 
ney suddenly  succeeding  each  other,  which  has  so  far  marked 
our  history,  and  irrepar.ably  injured  so  many  of  our  citizens. 

These  remarks  are  respectfully  submitted  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant.  R.  B.  TANEY,  secrefary  of  ihe  treasury,. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk,  chairman  of  the  committee  of 

ways  and  means,  house  of  representatwee. 
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Monday,  April  21,  183f 

The  explanatory  message  of  tlie  president  ot  the  Unit- 
ed States  having  been  ixad,  and  a motion  having  been 
made  by  Mr.  Poindexter,  in  accordance  with  his  motion 
in  reference  to  the  original  message,  that  it  be  not  re- 
ceived— 

Mr.  Preston  took  occasion  to  say  that  he  was  delight- 
ed at  the  message  which  t!ie  president  of  tlie  United 
States  had  doite  the  senate  the  lionor  to  send  in  to-day. 
He  was  extremely  gratified  also  at  the  message  w hich 
had  now  been  submitted,  not  only  because  it  put  a gloss 
on  the  principles  contained  in  the  first  paper,  anil  thus 
betrays  the  apprehension  of  the  president,  that,  in  their 
original  and  naked  form  the  whole  country,  every  man 
in  the  country,  would  revolt  against  them.  And  lie  was 
also  delighted,  because  it  proved  that  the  ear  of  the  pre- 
sident has  not  been  entirely  closed  against  the  debate  in 
senate,  and  tliat  these  debates  had  been  successful  in 
compelling  him  to  change  the  expression  of  his  views. 
He  believed  that,  before  the  termination  of  the  session, 
there  would  be  many  such  ex[>lanations;  that  every  day 
•would  be  productive  of  them;  until  finally,  the  text  would 
be  absolutely  overwhelmed  by  the  commentaries. 

Mr.  Forsyth  did  not  understand  very  well  what  pro- 
gress was  to  be  made  in  this  business.  The  honorable 
senator  from  Mississippi  proposed  that  his  condemnato- 
ry resolutions  should  be  placed  upon  the  journals  of  the 
senate,  and  that  the  message  should  not.  He  (Mr.  /’or- 
should  imagine  it  must  be  decided,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, whether  the  document  would  be  received.  He 
submitted  to  the  gentleman  whether  it  was  not  due  to  the 
character  of  the  senate  and  that  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
that  the  paper,  as  w'ell  as  the  resolutions  condemning  it, 
should  be  placed  on  the  records.  With  respect  to  the 
explanatory  message  to  which  reference  had  been  made, 
he  was  somewhat  glad  that  it  had  been  sent  to  them  this 
morning,  not  because  it  altered,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
in  his  opinion,  the  correctness  of  the  opinions  contained 
in  the  message  of  the  president,  but  because  it  prevented 
a construction  being  given  to  his  language  different  from 
that  which  he  intended.  He  (Mr.  F. ) understood  the 
original  message  to  assert  only  a very  simple  proposition 
— that  it  was  not  possible  for  the  legislature  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  create  anotiier  executive  power.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  was  mistaken  in  regard  to 
the  object  of  the  supplementary  message;  it  was  not  sent 
to  correct  an  error,  but  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a more 
full  explanation  of  a previously  expressed  opinion,  to 
prevent  an  erroneous  impression  from  being  entertained. 
He  (Mr.  F.)  hoped  the  honorable  senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, with  his  usual  candor,  would  withdraw  his  motion 
to  print  the  resolutions,  and  let  the  senate  decide  first 
whether  it  would  not  receive  the  message.  It  would  be 
manifestly  unjust  to  refuse  to  put  the  pa\>er  on  the  re- 
cords while  the  resolutions  were  placed  there.  It  would 
be  wrong  to  make  any  such  distir.ction.  What  would 
posterity  think  of  the  act?  recording  a strong  condemna- 
tion of  a chief  magistrate  w ithout  doing  him  the  justice  to 
j)reserve  his  defence.  Would  they  think  it  just  or  un- 
just? Surely,  surely,  senators  would  not  act  so  unfairly. 
Independent  of  all  other  considerations,  such  as  the  higli 
jmsilion  he  occupied  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  it 
would  be  most  unjust  to  him  as  a simple  individual. 

Mr.  Ewing  said,  tlie  gentleman  from  Georgia  was 
mistaken,  if  he  supposed  the  resolutions  of  the  senator 
from  Mississippi  were  moved  at  all.  They  w ere  merely 
laid  on  the  table,  to  be  taken  up  hereafter,  when  gentle- 
men would  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  tlieir  views 
on  the  subject  to  which  tliey  related.  He  would  make 
an  observation  or  two,  with  respect  to  what  fell  from  the 
honorable  senator  from  Georgia.  That  gentleman  had 
said,  that  it  would  be  extremely  unjust  in  the  senate  to 
put  upon  its  journals  the  resolutions  condemnatory  of  liie 
protest,  without  that  paper.  Now,  the  honorable  sena- 
tor could  not  have  attended  to  the  protest,  or  he  w'ould 
have  discovered  that  the  president  says  he  has  entered  it 
on  the  executive  journal,  as  condemnatory  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  senate.  The  senate  had  not  requested  him  to 
do  it,  and  took  it  for  granted  it  was  not  done.  He  had, 
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no  doubt,  consulted  his  own  convenience  by  placing  it 
there,  as  it  would  serve  as  a reference.  But,  as  for  put- 
ting his  protest  on  the  journals  of  the  senate,  he  (Mr.  E ) 
could  not  consent,  because  it  strongly  reflected  on  their 
own  resolutiorr. 

.Mr.  Poindexter  said,  he  took  the  same  view  of  the 
subject  as  the  honorable  senator  from  Ohio;  tluit,  although 
the  protest  should  not  be  recorded  on  their  journals,  it 
was  entered  on  the  executive  journal.  It  was  a part  of 
the  archives  of  the  state  department,  and  the  resolutions 
he  had  oftered  to  the  senate,  w ould  be  nothing  more  than 
an  explanation  to  posterity,  showing  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  refused  to  receive  the  paper.  This  was  all.  It 
was  an  extra-official  document,  and  such  a one  as  could 
net  be  made  to  either  house  of  congress,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  received.  He  had  shaped  his  resolutiotis 
so  as  to  speak  in  general  terms  of  the  paj)er,  in  order  that 
hereafter  it  might  he  adverted  to  without  difficulty.  He 
would  not,  at  present,  go  into  any  discussion  on  tlie  sub- 
ject, but  would  merely  move  that  the  last  message  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  tlien  oftered  his  resolutions,  and  moved  that 
they  l-.e  printed. 

Mr.  King  w ished  to  know  whether  the  resolutions  pre- 
sented by  the  senator  from  Mississippi  were  oftered  for 
consideration,  or  merely  informally?  If  they  are  laid  on 
the  table,  they  must  be  before  the  senate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  the  motion  to  pi  int  a paper,  proposed 
to  be  olFered  for  adoption,  was  one  of  those  motions  which 
were  frequently  made  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  he  might  be  mistaken,  but  it  had  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  motion  of  the  honorable  senator 
from  Mississippi,  to  print  the  resolutions,  which  were 
hereafter  to  be  presented  to  the  senate,  must  go  on  the 
journals.  He  (Mr.  F.)  took  it  for  granted  that  the  mes- 
sage, as  well  as  the  resolutions,  would  be  put  upon  the 
journals  of  the  senate.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  was  entirely  mis- 
taken. The  president  had  done  justice  to  the  senate, 
whose  resolutions  were  spread  in  broad  characters  on 
the  protest.  So  that  posterity  would  be  able  to  see  all 
the  transaction. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  that  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever 
heard  of  the  executive  journals  of  the  president,  in  which 
he  might  enter  and  record  his  manifestoes,  or  the  reso- 
lutions either  in  this  or  the  other  house  of  congress.  But 
with  this,  he  (Mr.  C.)  had,  at  present,  nothing  to  do.  He 
rose  for  the  purpose  merely  of  expressing  his  surprise  at 
the  sentiment  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
that  the  paper  sent  to  the  senate  this  morning  retracted 
nothing  of  what  was  stated  in  the  original  protest.  The 
principle  argument  of  the  first  protest  stood  on  tliis  ground 
— that  the  executive  was  entitled,  by  the  constitution,  to 
the  care  of  the  public  money,  in  defiance  of  any  act  of 
Congress.  The  honorable  senator  from  Virginia,  and 
other  gentlemen  w ho  spoke  on  'Thursday  and  Friday  last, 
conteniled  that,  if  that  was  constitutional  law,  the  neces- 
sary inference  to  be  drawn  from  it  was,  that  should  both 
houses  of  congress  order  a restoration  of  the  deposites  by 
a constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds,  still,  the  president 
having  the  custody  of  the  money,  had  the  power  to  re- 
tain it.  He  (Mr.  C.)  understood  what  was  the  object  of 
sending  to  the  senate  this  snpplementary  message.  The 
president,  having  found  out  that  such  sentiments  as  are 
contained  in  his  first  communication,  relative  to  this  to- 
pic, would  not  be  very  palatable  to  the  people,  had  at- 
tempted to  explain  away,  at  least,  a part  of  his  assump- 
tion, which  was  to  his  (iSIr.  C’s)  mind,  the  most  excep- 
tionable feature  in  the  document,  and  one  which,  if  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  American  people,  would  at  once  re- 
duce this  government  to  a despotism.  It  was  a doctrine, 
the  principles  of  which,  if  admitted  now,  would  give  the 
uncontrollable  right  to  the  present  president,  as  well  as 
all  future  presidents,  over  the  public  purse,  in  addition 
to  the  sword  of  the  nation.  It  would  tax  even  the  inge- 
nuity of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  himself, 
were  he  to  take  the  sentences  contained  in  the  first  pro- 
test, and  read  them  in  (larallel  columns  with  sentences 
in  the  message,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  senate  that 
morning,  to  take  a jdansihle  ex]»lanation  of  the  one,  con- 
sistently with  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  other.  The 
honorable  senator  from  Georgia  had  designated  it  a mere 
“explanation,”  and  he  (Mr.  C.)  should  not  quarrel  with 
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any  one  about  t!ie  term.  He  considered  this  paper  as 
retracting;  withdrawing  mucli  of  what  had  been  boldly 
claimed  in  the  other;  and  he  heartily  concurred  with  the 
.gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was  to  the  statid 
taken  in  that  senate  tliey  were  indebted  for  a restoration 
of  even  so  much  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 

Yes,  sir,  this  paper  was  received  in  such  a spirit  as 
had  satisfied  the  executive  that  the  doctrines  wliich  it 
contained  would  not  be  sustained  by  the  free  people  of 
tliis  country.  Wliat  course  (lie  senate  would  take  with 
regard  to  the  protest,  in  which  there  was  still  left  so 
many  objectionable  features,  he  knew  not.  The  presi- 
dent still  denied  the  constitutional  right  of  the  senate  to 
consider  his  prerogative,  or  executive  power,  and  to  de- 
bate upon  it,  much  more  to  express  an  opinion  by  a vote 
with  respect  to  its  extent.  That  was  a principle  which 
the  president  must  fully  and  clearly  retract,  before  he 
(Mr.  C. ) should  become  satisfied  with  the  document. 
His  next  message  must  contain  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  right  of  the  senate  to  express  its  opinion,  by  resolu- 
tions or  otherwise,  as  to  it  may  seem  best,  defining  the 
limits  of  his  power  for  its  own  government,  before  such 
a document  would  become  palatable  to  him,  (Mr.  C. ), 
and  meet  with  his  concurrence  for  its  reception;  and  as 
a doubt,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  is  still  left  as  to  his  en- 
tire meaning  in  this  supplemental  message,  his  next 
must,  without  any  equivocation,  distinctly  renounce  all 
claim  to  the  uncontrolled  power  over  the  public  purse, 
before  it  can  be  adapted  to  the  taste  of  the  freemen  of 
this  country'. 

Mr.  IFebsler  rose.  He  said  he  had  arriv'ed  in  the  city 
and  resumed  his  seat  since  the  debate  began,  and  be  rose 
to  say  that  he  thought  the  transmission  of  this  protest  to 
be  one  of  the  most  important  and  ominous  occurrences 
of  these  extraordinary  times.  It  is,  said  Mr.  W.  a com- 
munication of  so  anomalous  a character,  in  the  first 
place,  that  it  perplexed  the  discrimination  of  the  senate 
to  know  what  preliminary  disposition  to  make  of  it. 
Some  are  for  receiving  it,  others  are  against  receiving 
it,  although  it  has  been  read,  and  its  contents  commented 
on.  It  seems  to  hang,  at  present,  in  a pendulous  condi- 
tion, between  reception  and  rejection.  It  has  no  resting 
place.  It  is  like  the  coffin  of  Mahomet,  suspended  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  as  unfit  to  go  higher,  and  find- 
ing no  proper  abiding  ]>lace  below.  But  I am  unwilling 
that  the  discussion  of  this  great  and  grave  topic  should 
be  embarrassed  by  questions  of  form.  I am  obliged  to 
the  member  from  Mississippi  for  the  strong  grasp  which 
he  laid  on  the  principles  of  this  paper,  at  its  first  appear- 
ance, but  as  to  the  form  of  proceeding  with  it,  I confess 
I sliould  have  preferred  to  have  passed  over  the  question 
of  reception,  and  gone  at  once  into  the  stibstantial  cha- 
racter of  the  protest  itself.  It  is  too  interesting,  and 
will  prove  so-^no  exciting,  and  will  pi’ove  so,  to  go 
from  the  senate,  till  it  shall  have  received  such  discus- 
sion and  such  reply  as  it  is  entitled  to. 

It  is  said  that  the  paper  is  indecorous,  and  justly  offen- 
sive to  the  self-respect  of  the  senate;  but  there  is  much 
more  in  it  than  indecorum,  or  want  of  respect  to  the  se- 
nate; and  I think  we  shall  best  consult  the  character  of 
this  body,  and  better  fulfil  the  expectation  of  the  coun- 
try,  by  going  at  once  to  the  dangerous  assertions  of  pow- 
er which  the  paj)er  sets  up,  and  fully  exposing  those 
claims  of  power  to  the  people. 

The  president  denies  that  this  house,  or  indeed  either 
house  of  congress  has  any  right  to  express  any  opinion 
upon  his  conduct,  except  by  way  of  impeachment.  This 
is,  indeed,  new  and  startling.  That  in  a popular  repre- 
sentative government,  the  representatives  of  the  people 
may  not  express  their  opinions  upon  measures  of  the  exe- 
cutive power,  is  a doctrine,  I believe,  now,  for  the  very 
first  time  put  forth.  Who  has  ever  heard  of  it  befoi*ei‘ 
Though  this  right  is  denied  to  either  house,  the  presi- 
dent’s reasons  are  urged  mainly  against  the  right  of  the 
senate,  and  the  chief  reason  is,  that  the  senate  are  judg- 
es in  case  of  impeachment,  and  that,  therefore,  until  im- 
peachment come,  it  should  be  silent.  But  this  objection, 
it  is  obvious,  would  stop  the  mouth  of  the  senate,  with 
respect  to  every  other  officer  of  the  government,  as  well 
as  the  president,  because  all  officers  are  equally  im- 
peachable, and  the  senate  must  try  all  impeachments. 

I know  not,  sir,  who  drew  this  protest;  but  whoever 
he  was,  instead  of  looking  for  sound  constitutional  prin- 


ciples in  the  history  of  free  governments,  in  the  practice 
of  legislatures  in  the  United  States,  or  elsewhere,  he 
lias  contented  himselt  with  an  ancient  truism  from  the 
black  letter  law  books,  that  the  bouse  of  lords  cannot 
institute  an  impeachment,  or  frame  articles,  and  then  try 
it  themselves.  But  do  not  the  lords,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mons, express  their  opinions,  by  votes  and  resolutions, 
of  the  conduct  of  ministers  of  the  crown i*  Yet  they  have 
tiie  i>ower,  and  the  sole  power  of  trying  impeachments. 
The  senate  has  an  undoubted  right,  in  my  opinion,  to 
exjiress  its  opinions  on  the  public  conduct  of  executive 
officers,  'l  ive  contingency,  that  it  may  be  called  on  to 
try  an  impeachment,  is  no  bar  to  the  exercise  of  this 
right.  Doubtless  there  may  be  cases  in  which  the  pro- 
priety of  its  exercise  might  be  much  influenced  by  the 
consideration  that  the  senate  held  the  power  of  judging 
on  impeachment.  But  this  is  matter  of  discretion.  In 
every  case,  the  senate  must  jiroceed  upon  its  own  sense 
of  propriety  and  justice.  There  may  be,  sometimes, 
good  reason  to  refrain  from  expressing  opinions,  and 
sometimes  there  may  be  the  highest  propriety  in  ex- 
jwessing  such  opinions  in  the  strongest  manner.  The 
right  of  doing  so  is  clear,  and  is  not  to  be  disputed.  The 
possession  of  judicial  power  does  not  abridge  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  senate.  It  does  not  take  away  any  of 
its  rights  as  a representative  body. 

Sir,  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  been  mis- 
led. He  is  uninformed,  or  misinformed,  as  to  the  real 
state  of  opinion  in  the  country.  I fear  there  are  those 
who  share  his  confidence,  and  who  present  to  his  view 
only  one  side  of  things.  The  state  of  the  country  is 
alarming.  Members  of  the  senate,  who  have  not  been 
out  of  this  city  for  five  months,  are  not  aware  of  the 
depth  and  strength  of  the  public  feeling.  1 should  like 
to  know  what  advisers  have  recommended  to  the  presi- 
dent to  send  us  this  protest.  Its  circulation  through  the 
country  will  add  fuel  to  feelings  already  sufficiently  en- 
kindled. The  president  has  around  him  the  heads  of 
departments.  Can  any  body  tell  us  whether  any  of  those 
heads,  and  if  any,  which  of  them,  advised  to  send  this 
paper  to  the  senate?  Or  which  of  them,  if  any,  sat  by, 
neither  assenting  or  dissenting,  afraid  to  speak  their 
minds,  or  unwilling  to  hazard  their  places? 

Sir,  it  is  not  without  some  color  of  reason,  that  the 
president,  in  this  paper,  speaks  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments as  his  secretaries.  One  half  of  them  have  never 
been  confirmed  by  the  senate.  Three  of  them,  usually 
called  members  of  the  cabit»et,  being  one  half  of  the 
whole,  were  appointed  last  year,  in  the  recess  of  con- 
gress, and  now,  when  w'e  are  near  the  end  of  the  fifth 
month  of  the  session,  their  appointments  have  not  been 
sent  to  the  senate  for  confirmation.  This  is  a thing  be- 
fore altogether  unheard  of.  I hesitate  not  to  say  that 
this  course  is  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  senate,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
It  is  altogether  without  precedent.  Other  presidents 
have  felt  it  their  duty,  when  they  have  made  appoint- 
ments in  the  recess,  to  send  them  to  the  senate  immedi- 
ately upon  its  assembling.  Usually  such  nominations 
come  to  us  the  first  ten  or  twelve  days  of  the  session.  It 
has  rarely  happened  that  they  have  been  delayed  as  long 
as  a month.  But  near  five  months  have  now  elapsed, 
and  yet  these  nominations  are  not  sent  to  us.  When 
they  do  come,  I hope  we  shall  know  who  has  approved 
the  sending  of  this  protest.  I hope  we  shall  learn  who 
has  made  himself  partaker  in  it  by  positive  sanction,  or 
silent  acquiescence. 

Sir,  I will  not  now  discuss  the  assertions,  the  preten- 
sions, the  dangers,  of  this  protest.  Others  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  debate.  I do  not  see  that  the  case  is  alter- 
ed by  this  codicil.  The  whole  measure  is  of  an  alarm- 
ing character.  It  attempts  one  great  stride  towards  the 
accumul.ation  of  all  power  in  executive  hands;  a stride 
whichidoubt  not  the  senate  will  resist  with  firmness  and 
constancy;  and  in  that  resistance  they  will  be  supported 
by  the  country. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said,  it  was  very  unimportant  to  him  whe- 
ther the  last  message  was  considered  an  explanation  or  a 
retraction.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Delaware 
entertained  suph  impi*essions  as  he  had  just  stated,  it  was 
very  easy  to  be  accounted  for.  He  had  probably  read 
the  message  with  a desire  to  see  that  the  president  had 
committed  an  error,  and,  in  consequence,  might  have 
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formed  an  unfavorable  judgment  of  it.  Now,  with  rc- 
<-ard  to  w liatliad  been  said  by  ibe  honorable  senator  froai 
Alassacbusetts,  he  begged  leave  to  say  a word  or  two. 
Tliat  senator  had  reitejated  a complaint,  which  he  had 
heretofoi;e  made,  in  regard  to  tlie  w iihholding  by  tlie  pre- 
sident of  certain  nominations  of  high  oflicers  of  the  go- 
vernment. He  was  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  There 
was  not  one-lialf  of  the  cabinet  wliose  nominations  had 
not  been  sent  to  the  swnate. 

[Mr.  IVebster  said  there  were  three — the  secretary  of 
state,  the  attorney  general,  and  the  secretary  ol  the  trea- 
sury. ] 

Mr.  F.  resumed.  The  principle  was  the  same,  whe- 
ther it  was  a portion  only  or  the  wlmle  of  tlie  cabinet. 
The  honorable  senator  had  told  the  senate  that  those  of- 
ficers were  in  the  discharge  of  important  duties,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  principles  ot  the  constitution,  and  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  senate.  He  would  ask  the  honor- 
able gentlemau  if  he  had  recently  read  the  constitution? 

[Mr.  IVebster.  Yes,  sir.] 

Mr.  F.  continued.  Then  he  would  beg  to  call  his  at- 
tention to  a particular  part  of  it,  which  declared  that 
persons  commissioned  by  the  president  should  hold 
to  the  termination  of  the  ne.\t  session  of  congress.  And 
this  was  an  answer  to  the  charge  of  a violation  of  the 
constitution  having  been  committed.  They  were  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  senate,  and  would  remain  so  to  the  ter- 
mination of  the  session.  It  was  true  there  would  have 
been  some  difference  in  their  position,  at  this  time,  if 
their  nominations  had  been  presented  to  the  senate  and 
they  had  been  condemned  by  it.  And  upon  this  was 
based  the  complaint.  Honorable  senators  desired  that 
the  nominations  might  be  made,  in  order  that  they  might 
sit  in  judgment  on  them.  He  had  reason  to  believe  that 
that  was  the  fact,  from  the  suggestion  which  had  been 
made  by  the  honorable  senator  to-day,  that  some  plausi- 
ble reason  was  always  sought  for,  so  that  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  nominations  might  be  postponed.  The  gen- 
tleman had  expressed  a wish  to  know  which  of  the  per- 
sons who  would  have  to  come  under  the  adjudication  of 
the  senate  had  acquiesced  in  the  message.  Perhaps  (said 
Mr.  F. ) there  might  be  an  occasion,  before  the  end  of 
the  session,  to  enlighten  his  judgment,  and  then  he  would 
know  exactly  how  he  should  decide  on  another  matter. 
He  (Mr.  F. ) w'ould  contend  that  they  were  officers,  act- 
ing according  to  the  constitution,  and  that  the  president 
had  not  derogated  from  his  duty,  and  he  dare  not  do 
otherw'ise,  to  present  the  nominations  in  question  before 
the  adjournment  ot  congress. 

With  respect  to  this  anomalous  proceeding,  it  was  un- 
precedented— ’the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the  go- 
vernment, in  which  the  executive  had  been  arraigned  be- 
fore the  people  by  the  extra-judicial  conduct  of  the  se- 
nate. Did  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
think  it  a trifling  matter  that  the  president  shouhl  have 
been  charged  with  violating  his  duty  and  forgetting  the 
solemn  obligations  of  his  oath?  And  to  whom  was  the 
president  to  address  himself  but  to  those  from  w hom  (he 
charge  had  emanated?  The  senate  had  arraigned  him; 
and  the  honorable  senator  particularly  and  others,  had 
said  that  the  remedy  for  all  this  lay  with  the  jieople.  He 
(Mr.  F.)  would  admit  that  it  was  for  them  to  decide 
whether  or  not  he  was  correct;  and,  if  he  was  found  guil- 
ty to  punish  him  for  violating  the  constitution  and  the 
law’s. 

But,  he  would  ask,  if  it  was  not  the  right  of  a partv, 
after  being  condemned  w ithout  a hearing,  to  be  heard 
thereafter?  The  question  now  before  the  people  was 
placed  there  by  the  senate.  The  president  then  had,  at 
least  a right  to  be  heard  by  the  people — no  one  would 
pretend  to  deny  it — 'and  they  would  decide  on  his  con- 
duct, and  either  sustain  or  condemn  him.  How'  could 
the  executive  defend  himself,  without  presenting  to  the 
senate  a statement  of  his  case?  If  he  had  thought  of 
committing  a fraud,  he  might  have  interw’oven  that  mes- 
sage with  a legislative  proposition,  which  the  senate 
would  have  been  compelled  to  have  received,  and  could 
not  have  resisted;  but  he  had  done  no  such  thing.  He 
had  presented  a fair  statem<*nt  ot  his  case,  and  asked  only 
that  it  might  be  preserved,  in  order  that  his  views  might 
be  seen  by  posterity  ami  the  woi  hl.  And  he  had  come 
to  the  senate,  not  as  a chief  magistrate  demanding  that 
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his  view  s might  be  preserved  on  the  record  of  the  coun- 
try; but  with  a request  that  they  might  be  preserved  on 
the  journal  of  the  senate  w ith  the  resolutions  condemn- 
ing him — that  no  inference  contrary  to  the  executive 
power  hereafter  might  be  drawn,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
liaving  justice  done  to  his  opinions  as  an  officer  and  a 
man. 

He  (Mr.  F. ) entirely  concurred  with  the  honorable 
senator  from  Alassachusetts — that  the  country  expected 
and  would  demand,  at  the  hands  of  the  senate,  that  this 
matter  should  be  solemnly  considered  and  decideil;  that 
the  question  which  it  had  raised  should  be  treated  as  it 
deserved,  neither  forgetting  what  was  due  to  the  dignity 
of  this  body,  nor  to  the  high  station  and  dignity  of  our 
chief  magistrate.  There  were  most  important  and  grave 
consid«rations  connected  with  this  matter.  Be  the>  true 
or  false,  they  must  be  treated  with  that  respect,  modera- 
tion and  forbearance,  which  became  the  ilignity  of  the 
senate,  or  that  body  would  be  lost  in  the  opinion  of  the 
American  people.  Let  the  conduct  of  the  president  be 
fairly  examined,  and  no  incorrect  inferences  be  drawn. 
Yes,  that  was  the  way,  and  the  only  way  in  w hicli  he 
ought  to  be  treated.  His  (Mr.  F’s)  opinions  on  the  w hole 
matter  w'ere  perfectly  well  understood.  He  consideretl 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  against  (he  president  as 
uncalled  for,  unnecessary,  and  impropej-;  but  he  trusted 
that  the  senate,  in  its  future  conduct,  would  not  forget 
what  was  due  to  itself,  and  to  the  dignity  of  our  chief  ma- 
gistrate, so  that  justice  might  be  done  him.  He  (.Mr.  F. ) 
was  of  opinion  tliat  the  senate  had  travelled  beyond  the 
bounds  of  propriety,  and  deserved — what  he  helirved 
would,  in  due  time,  be  meted  to  them — a sentence  of 
condemnation  by  the  people. 

Mr.  IVebster  replied.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
said  he,  has  referred  to  the  decision  of  that  high  tribunal, 
by  whose  decision  all  public  men,  and  all  public  boilies, 
must  ultimately  stand  or  fall.  1 cheerfully  join  in  the 
appeal,  and  have  no  fear  of  the  result.  It  can  never  be, 
that  the  people  of  the  I'nited  States  will,  for  no  earthly 
reason,  submit  to  severe  sullering  and  to  encroachments 
on  constitutional  liberty;  and,  1 doubt  not,  the  same  peo- 
ple will  stand  by  the  senate  in  all  its  just  and  constitu- 
tional eflbrts  to  sustain  its  ow’n  rights  and  the  rights  of 
congress.  I believe  the  senate  stands  strong  in  the  con- 
fidence of  a majority  of  the  nation,  and  that  nothing  w onld 
more  produce  dismay  and  despair  than  that  this  body 
should  he  found  to  flinch  or  falter  in  a moderate,  but  firm 
and  decided,  opposition  to  the  present  course  of  public 
measures. 

The  gentleman  supposes  I am  mistaken  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  cabinet  not  yet  nominated  to  the  se- 
nate. But  there  is  no  mistake.  The  secretary  of  state, 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  the  attorney  general, 
have  been  in  office  six  or  seven  months,  and  have  neither 
of  them  been  yet  sent  to  the  senate  for  confirmation. 
What  reason  is  to  be  given  for  this  diqiarture  from  all 
former  practice  of  the  government  ? How  is  it  to  be  jus- 
tified? We  may  conjecture  a reason,  indeed,  but  it  is 
such  a reason  as  ought  not  to  exist.  I know’  well  (hat 
these  officers  hold  commissions  w hich  run  to  the  end  of 
the  session.  Such  is  the  constitutional  jirovision.  But 
1 know,  too,  that  although  that  be  so,  all  other  presidents 
have  laid  such  appointments  before  the  senate  early  after 
the  commencement  of  the  session.  This  has  been  the 
uniform  course;  and  to  hold  so  many  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments, for  so  many  months  from  the  beginning  of  tlie 
session,  is  a thing  altogether  without  precedent. 

As  to  (he  jirotest,  sir,  it  apjiears  to  me,  that  the  honor- 
able member  from  Georgia  has  conceded  it  away.  He 
admits  that  there  may  arise  emergencies  in  which  the  se- 
nate has  a right  to  express  its  opinion  iqion  executive 
proceedings;  to  make  a case,  as  he  expresses  it,  for  the 
consideration  of  the  people.  If  this  be  so  then  the  se- 
nate itself  is  to  be  the  only  judge,  when  that  emergency 
has  arisen.  The  gentleman’s  admission  acknowledges  the 
right.  The  exercise  of  the  right  then,  on  any  given  oc- 
casion, is  matter  of  discretion;  and  this  is  ]irecisely  the 
ground  on  which  1 placed  the  question  when  last  speak- 
ing. Indeed,  it  cannot  be  otherw  ise.  Suppose  the  jn-e- 
siilcnt  should  commission  jiersons  to  office,  w horn  the  se- 
nate has  rejected;  might  we  not  resolve,  tliat  such  a pro- 
ceeding was  unconstitutional  ’ Suppose  he  should  threa- 
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ten  to  tuns  os  out  of  our  seats,  by  force;  migfit  we  not 
enter  on  our  journai  a resolution  against  such  menace? 
No  onCj,  surely  can  doubt  tins.  'I’lie  senate,  then  ]>os- 
sesses  the  riglU;  on  a recent  occasion  it  saw  fit  to  exer- 
cise that  right,  in  its  discretion,  and  under  its  own  sense 
of  duty;  and  it  is  a right  which  its  memljers  are  bound  to 
maintain,  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  for  their  succes- 
sors in  all  time  to  come.  1 say  nolliing,  at  present,  upon 
the  claims  of  executive  power  put  forth  in  the  protest. 
AH  1 mean  now,  is,  to  assert  the  right  of  the  senate  to 
express  its  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  in 
critical  emergencies,  and  on  momentous  occasions,  not- 
withstanding no  impeachment  be  pending  before  it. 

Mr.  Clayton  said,  the  senator  from  Georgia  had  ob- 
served, that  perhaps  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  been  influenced  by 
a desire  to  find  the  president  in  error  when  perusing  his 
protest.  Those  who  shall  read  the  i*emarks  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Georgia  himself,  in  reference  to  the  same  pa- 
per, and  who  are  not  acquainted  with  his  independent 
and  unyielding  course  of  opposition  to  all  executive  en- 
croachments, will  rise  from  that  reading  with  a deep 
conviction  that  the  honoi’able  member,  before  he  knew 
the  contents  of  the  protest,  was  predetermined  to  support 
it,  with  every  thing  contained  in  it,  right  or  wrong;  and 
they  will  probably  not  consider  the  honorable  member  a 
proper  judge  of  the  motives  with  which  other  persons 
nave  perused  the  same  document. 

Sir,  this  protest,  which  meets  the  cordial  approbation 
of  the  senator  from  Georgia,  strikes  at  the  constitutional 
rights,  and  even  at  the  very  existence,  of  the  body  of 
which  he  is  a meniber.  While  the  president  complains 
of  the  length  of  the  senatorial  term  of  service,  he  dis- 
tinctly declares,  that  the  conduct  of  the  senate,  in  daring 
to  censure  his  acts,  if  persevered  in,  must  inevitably  lead 
to  changes  in  the  constitution  itself.  He  singles  out  in- 
dividual senators  as  the  objects  and  victims  of  his  disjjlea- 
sure.;  almost  denies  to  them  the  privilege  of  sufferage 
here,  in  relation  to  his  conduct;  and  denounces  tlie  se- 
nate for  daring  to  debate  and  decide  upon  his  princely 
pretensions  to  prerogative' — 'his  unlimited  and  illimita- 
ble claims  to  executive  power.  Because  we  have,  with 
a view  to  regulate  our  own  legislative  and  executive  ac- 
tion, ventured  to  lay  down  a principle,  by  a resolution, 
defining  and  circumscribing  the  limits  of  his  power,  we 
,.^re  not  only  menaced  by  him,  but  even  lectured  by  a 
member  of  the  body  itself.  To  what  period  of  history 
shall  we  look  for  a parallel  to  these  things,  which  are 
daily  passing  before  our  eyes? 

Sir,  it  was  in  the  year  1591,  (was  it  not?)  that  the 
judges  solemnly  decreed  that  England  was  an  absolute 
empire,  of  which  the  king  was  the  head.  In  that  age, 
the  royal  claims  of  prerogative  gave  birth  to  a debate  in 
parliament,  in  which  Mr.  Spicer,  (a  member  of  the 
kitchen  cabinet  of  the  time,  1 suppose),  said,  the  crown 
“could  not  be  tied  by  any  law,  because  it  might  loose 
itself  at  pleasure.  ” And  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil  told  the 
other  members — “If  you  stand  upon  law,  and  dispute  of 
the  prerogative,  hark  ye  what  Bracton  says — prssrogati- 
vam  nostrum  nemo  AUDEAT  disputare.'^  Mr.  Francis 
Bacon,  a whole  hog  man,  sir,  sai(f — '“As  to  the  preroga- 
tives royal,  he  never  questioned  them,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  never  be  discussed.’’'’  \Vhen  the  question  of  subsi- 
dy was  before  them,  Mr.  Sergeant  Ileyle  said — “Mr. 
Speaker,  I marvel  much  that  the  house  should  stand  upon 
granting  of  a subsidy,  or  the  time  of  payment,  Avhen  all 
we  have  is  the  crown’s,  and  may  be  lawfully  taken  at  its 
pleasure  from  us.  Yea,  it  hatli  as  much  right  to  all  our 
lands  and  goods,  as  to  any  revenue  of  the  crown.”  At 
which  says  the  historian,  all  the  house  hemmed,  and 
laughed,  and  talked.  “Well,  quoth  sergeant  Hoyle,  all 
YOur  hemming  shall  not  put  me  out  of  countenance.” 
[We  have  some  in  this  day,  said  Mr.  C.  avIio  are  as  hard  to 
be  put  out  of  countenance.]  “So  the  sei-geant  proceeded, 
and  when  he  had  spoken  a little  while,  the  house  hem- 
med again, and  so  he  sat  down.  In  his  latter  speecli,  he 
said  he  could  prove  his  former  position  by  precedents,  in 
the  time  of  Henry  111,  king  John,  king  Stephen,  ^c. 
which  was  the  occasion  of  tfieir  hemming.”  Had  sergeant 
Heyle  lived  in  our  day,  there  is  no  telling  to  what  a 
pilch  of  greatness  he  might  not  have  attained.  It  can 
hardly  be  top  much  to  say  that  he  miglst  have  been  a 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  oral  least  a jmstmaster  general, 
with  a promise  of  the  Russian  mission  iii  reversion. 


Observe,  sir,  that,  in  the  debate  to  uhicij  I have  re* 
ferred  you,  the  advocates  of  power  did,  as  tliey  do  still, 
seek  to  sup[)ort  it  chiefly  by  \)receik  nt  and  usage.  The 
[(resident  builds  his  [(retended  [>rerogati ve  to  absolute 
control  o\ev  the  secretary  of  the  Ireasni  y,  in  the  matter  of 
managing  the  public  revenue  and  keeping  the  public  de- 
posites,  on  “the  usages  and  [u-ecedents  of  the  govern- 
ment.” The  [u’ceedent  on  which  he  and  his  advocates 
here  rely,  was  sstablished,  not  so  far  back  as  that  of 
sergeant  Heyle — not  in  the  days  of  king  .John  or  king 
Stejdien — but  in  the  day  when  the  elder  Adams  gave  his 
casting  vote  in  the  senate  in  favor  ot  the  removing  power, 
and  laid  the  foundation  for  the  present  claim  in  the  most 
latitudinarian  of  all  constitutional  construction  that  was 
ever  attempted.  Tiie  ])ower  of  removal  was  based  ex- 
clusively on  tlie  pretence  that  it  was  necessaiy  for  the 
president  to  have  it,  as  an  incident  to  his  duty  to  “see 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed.”  But  until  this 
day,  it  was  never  dreamed,  by  the  most  visionary  of  the 
high  tory  school,  that  the  power  to  remove  embraced  the 
[>ower  to  control  the  officer  in  every  act  he  was  to  per- 
form. This  president  is  entitled  to  the  fame  of  disco- 
vering, that,  as  his  oath  of  office  binds  him  to  see  the 
laws  faithfully  executed,  he  is  to  exercise  the  power  of 
conti'oHing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  every  other 
officer,  in  the  discharge  of  duties.  The  monstrous  cha- 
racter of  this  pretension  has  been  thus  illustrated:  The 

president  thinks  that  a decree  of  a district  court,  or  a 
circuit  court,  or  the  su[)reme  court  of  the  United  States, 
is  unconstitutional.  He  fulminates  a bull  against  the 
court,  and  demands  of  it  to  enter  his  protest  on  its  re- 
cords “to  the  end  that  it  may  never  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent again,”  as  in  the  case  of  our  resolution.  He  then 
orders  the  marshal  not  to  execute  the  writ  issued  by  vir- 
tue of  the  decree.  The  marshal  persists  in  the  dischai-ge 
of  his  duty,  and  sa}^s  lie  is  sworn  to  execute  the  writ. 
The  president  replies,  you  are  an  executive  officer,  and 
as  I must  “see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,” 
and  as  the  constitutution,  which  has  been  violated  by  the 
court,  is  the  supreme  law',  I command  you  not  to  execute 
the  writ.  The  marshal  still  persists,  and  the  president 
removesVxm — appoints  another,  and  removes  him,  and 
pursues  the  same  process  until  he  finds  a tool  to  obey  his 
will,  and  thus  abrogates  the  decree  of  the  court.  He  is  to 
exercise  the  same  power  over  every  other  executive  officer 
appointed  by  him  alone,  or  by  the  president  and  senate. 
This  is  the  claim  he  sets  up  in  this  protest — this  is  the 
exact  character  of  that  ultra  despotic  rescript  which  he 
thinks  this  semate  is  Ijound  to  register  at  his  sovereign, 
will  and  pleasure.  In  every  state  constitution,  the  same 
provision,  on  which  the  pi-esident  erects  his  pretensions 
to  those  pow'ers,  will  be  found.  They  all  provide  that 
“the  governor  shall  see  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted.” If,  in  one  of  the  states,  the  governor  sfiould 
order  the  public  money  to  he  removed  by  the  state  trea- 
surer, it  would  be  acknowledged  usurpation.  Should  he 
actually  remove  him  from  office  for  it,  he  would  hardly 
escape  impeacliment  himself.  Yet,  under  color  of  this 
single  clause  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
that,  “the  president  shall  see  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed,”  the  chief  magistrate  has  claimed  the  power 
not  only  to  remove  every  agent  whom  congress  has  plac- 
ed in  custody  of  the  money  of  the  nation,  but  also  to  re- 
move the  money  itself,  when  and  where  he  pleases. 

Sir,  such  a paper  as  this,  claiming  absolute  power,  and 
denying  to  the  representatives  of  the  peo[)le  of  England, 
or  either  house  of  parliament,  the  right  to  discuss  and 
decide  upon  the  extent  of  kingly  [)Ower  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  legislative  action,  would  bring  the  head  of 
a British  monarch  to  the  block.  It  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  the  milder  temperament  of  the  people  of  our 
free  country  will  stamp  it  with  the  authoritative  sanction 
of  their  vo'dict  against  this  senate  at  the  polls.  For  one, 
I will  stand  or  fall  on  this  issue  before  the  people  of  that 
state,  to  which — and  not  to  Andrew  Jackson — I owe  al- 
legiance. By  their  judgment,  unaw'ed  as  they  have  ever 
been,  and  ever  w ill  be,  by  official  [(utronage  and  executive 
power,  will  1 be  tried,  and  by  no  other.  They  shall  say 
for  me  whetiiei-  this  [)a[)er,  couched  in  the  language  of  a 
Roman  dictator  to  the  senate,  proposing  only  to  '■’■expose” 
it  and  degrade  it,  by  compelling  it  to  enter  on  its  own 
records  such  claims  of  absolute  power  as  it  contains,  is, 
or  is  not,  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  that  body  on  whose 
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preservation  their  rights,  and  those  of  all  other  small 
slates  of  tliis  union,  eminently  depend.  If  this  house 
•were  now  to  send  to  the  re|»resfcntatives  a bulletin  such  as 
this,  lecturing  them  for  the  passage  of  their  resolutions 
approbatory  of  the  act  of  the  executive  in  continuing  the 
pet  state  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  tln-y  would  instantly 
vote  such  an  interference  a breacii  of  tlieir  privileges. 
Seeing  tliis,  the  people  to  whom  alone  1 defer  on  this 
subject,  sliall  try  for  me,  in  the  last  resort,  the  co-ordi- 
nate jiowers  and  privileges  of  the  two  branches  of  con- 
gress. Hut  until  their  verdict  be  given  on  this  issue,  no 
judgment  will  be  entered  or  recorded  against  the  senate 
by  the  votes  of  their  representatives. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

■ e<»'“  ■ 

BALTIMOUK  MEETING. 

Held  23cZ  Jiinil,  1834. 

Having  briefly  noticed  iliis  gieat  meeting  of  the  people,  we 
did  not  expect  to  recur  to  it  again — but  seeing  that  meetings  for 
similar  purposes  are  about  to  be  held  at  other  places  and  may 
become  general,  and  that  the  matter  of  the  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent will  probably  become  a leading  subject  of  public  dis- 
cussion, we  have  thought  it  “due  to  the  record,”  that  an  ac- 
count of  the  first  meeting  held  to  protest  against  the  protest 
should  be  registered,  for  future  reference  and  use. 

From  the  Baltimore  Chronicle  of  ^jrril  24. 

GREAT  CONSTITOTIONAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  afternoon,  in  pursuance  of  the 


3.  That  this  meeting  heartily  deprecate,  as  an  unanthorised 
assumplioti,  the  doctrine  that  “the  whole  executive  powar  ia 
vested  in  the  president” — that  “h«  is  responsible  for  its  exer- 
cise”— and  that  “it  is  a necessary  consequence  that  he  should 
have  a right  to  employ  agents  of  his  own  choice  to  aid  him  in 
the  performance  of  ins  duties,  and  to  discharge  them  when  he 
is  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible  for  their  acts.”  For  al- 
though this  meeting  do  not  deny  that  lie  has  the  power  of  free 
selection  in  his  aiipointinents  to  oilice,  and,  by  settled  usage 
under  the  constitution,  the  power  of  removal,  yet  they  do  most 
strenuously  reject  the  notion  that  the  public  olHcers  are  his 
agents,  subject  to  his  control  or  supeivision,  or,  in  any  manner, 
responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful  perforinance  of  their  duties: 
This  nieeling  hold  that,  like  himself,  these  are  the  ollicers  of  the 
law,  responsible  to  the  law,  and  subject  to  no  man’s  dictation  in 
the  conscientious  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them 
by  the  law:  'I'hat  neither  ilie  power  of  appointment  nor  of  re- 
moval infers  the  right  of  control,  asserted  by  the  president,  over 
the  conduct  of  the  oificer  while  faithfully  performing  the  duty 
required  of  him  by  the  law.  And  although  the  members  of  the 
cabinet,  being  in  matters  of  policy,  the  pi  ivy  councillors  or  con- 
fldential  advisers  of  the  president,  may,  in  such  cliaracter,  be 
properly  subject  to  frequent  removal  from  oilice — yet,  in  all 
matters  where  special  duties  are  assigned  to  them  by  law,  they 
are  as  as  independent  of  the  president  as  any  other  functiona- 
ries of  the  government:  and  it  is  a plain  infraction  of  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution,  for  the  president  to  use  his  pow’er  of  remov- 
al in  order  to  subdue  them  to  his  will,  in  a matter  confided  by 
law  to  their  independent  oflicial  judgment  and  discretion. 

4.  That  this  meeting  unhesitatingly  repel  the  inference  which 
the  president  draws  from  his  constitutional  obligation,  “to  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.”  They  hold,  that 

previous  call,  the  citizens  thronged  Monuincit  Square,  the  con-  “responsible  for  the  entire 

liguousslreeis,and  the  area  in  the  east  front  of  the  court  house.  f S‘ve  him  the 


llgUOUS^ 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of 
General  William  McDonald,  president. 
Vice  presidents, 

L.ukc  Tiernan,  Solomon  Elting, 

Charles  F.  Mayer,  J.  K.  Stapleton, 

John  B.  Morris,  Nathaniel  F.  Williams, 

Jacob  Rogers,  B.  I.  Cohen, 

Samuel  Mass,  Win.  Hubbard, 

Wm.  Lornian,  John  McKim,  jr. 

Robert  Purviance,  George  Waters, 

Wm.  Crawford,  jr.  John  Fallon. 

Darius  Stansbury, 


Secretaries, 

Peter  Leary, 
E.  Larrabee, 
Z.  H.  Cooch. 


David  Stew’art, 

S.  D.  Walker, 

W.  H.  Gatchell, 

A.  Kirkland, 

After  which  the  meeting  was  addressed  in  a most  impressive 
and  eloquent  manner  by  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  who  concluded 
by  proposing  the  following  resolutions,  w'hich  were  seconded 
by  Charles  Carroll  Harper,  esq.  in  a speech  which  elicited  the 
most  cheering  applause  from  the  immense  multitude. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  consider  the  protest  transmitted 
to  the  senate  by  the  president  on  the  17ih  inst.  and  published 
on  the  18th  in  the  oflicial  paper  at  Washington,  as  an  appeal  by 
the  chief  magistrate  to  the  people  against  the  proceedings  of  the 
senate  in  reference  to  the  resolution  passed  by  that  body  on  the 
28th  of  March  last;  and  as  the  said  protest  professes  to  set  forth 
the  views  entertained  by  the  president  as  to  his  powers  under 
the  constitution,  this  meeting  deem  it  their  right  and  duty  to 
express  freely  their  opinion  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  appeal: 
That  they  do,  therefore,  upon  mature  reflection,  uninfluenced 
by  sentiments  of  political  hostility  to  the  president,  but  deeply 
impressed  with  a sense  of  the  value  of  their  free  insiitulions, 
and  jealously  alive  to  every  form  of  encroachment  upon  the 
true  principles  of  the  constitution,  whether  the  same  proceed 
from  mistaken  views  of  power,  or  from  ambitious  motives, 
most  earnestly  and  heartily  dissent  from  the  doctrines  promul- 
gated in  the  said  protest. 

1.  That  they  do  utterly  repudiate  the  doctrine  that  the  reso- 
lution complained  of  by  the  president  “is  wholly  unauthorised 
by  the  constitution  and  in  derogation  of  its  entire  spirit.”  But, 
on  the  contrary,  they  hold  that  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  our 
free  government,  that  either  branch  of  the  national  legislature 
shall  carefully  note  and  clearly  announce  in  the  form  of  joint 
or  separate  resolution,  any  act,  by  any  public  functionary 
which,  in  their  opinion,  m.ay  be  an  invasion  of  the  constitution; 
and  that  “the  oflicial  acts  of  the  executive  wary  be  taken  up, 
considered  and  decided  upon,  by  either  branch  of  the  legislative 
department,  for  the  purpose  of  public  censure,  without  any 
view  to  legislation  or  impeachment!” 

2.  That  they  do  entirely  reject  the  doctrine  promulgated  in 
the  protest  that  because,  in  a possible  contingency  of  rare  oc 
currence,  the  senate  may  be  resolved  into  a judicial  body  to  try 
impeachments,  it  is  thereby  debarred  the  right  of  announcing  to 
the  people  an  act  of  malversation,  constitutional  encroach- 
ment, usurpation  or  corrupt  design,  coming  within  its  know- 
ledge, of  any  oflicer  of  the  govcinment,  although  it  may  have, 
fit  the  same  time,  every  reason  to  believe  that  a majority  of  the 
house  of  representatives  will  not  prefer  an  impeachment.  It 
being  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that,  precisely  in  such  a cr.se, 
does  it  become  the  most  solemn  duty  of  the  senate  as  guardians 
of  the  constitution  to  proclaim  their  opinion  upon  such  olficial 
misconduct. 


power  of  overseeing  and  controlling  those  who  execute  the 
laws:”  The  extent  of  his  obligation  being,  in  the  judgment  of 
this  meeting,  to  see  that  every  officer  faithfully  performs  the 
duty  required  of  him  by  law,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience  and  honest  judgment;  and  every  officer  so  performing 
his  duty,  is  entirely  indepeiideni  of  the  president,  or  any  other 
authority  in  this  land.  He  is  then  amenable  to  the  law,  and 
the  law  alone. 

5.  That  this  meeting  utterly  reject,  as  dangerous  dogmas,  the 
president’s  assertion  that  “whenever  or  howsoever  the  public 
money  be  obtained,  its  custody  always  has  been,  and  always 
must  be,  unless  the  constitution  be  changed,  intrusted  to  the 
executive  department;”  that  “no  oflicer  can  be  created  by  con- 
gress for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  it,  whose  appointment 
would  not,  by  the  constitution,  at  once  devolve  on  the  presi- 
dent, and  who  would  not  be  responsible  to  him  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties.”  And,  that  “congress  cannot,  there- 
fore, take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  executive  department  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  property  or  money,  without  an  assumption  of 
executive  power,  and  a subversion  of  the  first  principles  of  the 
constitution.” 

In  opposition  to  these  pretensions,  this  meeting  affirm,  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  is  entirely  competent  for  congress  to  place 
the  public  tre.asure  in  such  depositories,  and  in  the  custody  of 
such  functionaries,  as  they  may  choose  to  create,  whether  they 
consist  of  a bank — of  commissioners  named  and  appointed  by 
an  act  of  congress — or  of  an  individual  empowered  by  law  to 
keep  the  public  funds— in  such  manner,  and  on  such  terms  as 
they  shall  prescribe;  and  that  the  public  treasure  shall  be  so 
kept,  free  from  all  possible  control,  supervision  or  direction  of 
the  president.  They  hold,  further,  that  congress  may,  in  like 
manner,  confide  the  keeping  of  the  public  treasure  to  any  al- 
ready existing  officer  of  the  government,  prescribing  the  terms 
and  manner  of  his  custody,  in  such  wise  as  shall  leave  him  en- 
tirely free  of  any  control  or  dictation  of  the  president,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  him. 

6.  That  this  meeting  distinctly  reprobate  the  reference  of  the 
president  to  the  votes  of  individual  senators  who,  he  more  than 
insinuates,  were  bound  to  have  voted  against  the  resolution  of 
the  senate,  because,  as  he  affirms,  they  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  legislatures  of  their  stales.  Such  an  insinuation 
implies  an  unwarrantable  interference  between  the  senators 
and  their  constituents,  and  virtually  asserts  the  principle,  that 
whatever  encroachments  they  had  witnessed  by  the  executive 
upon  the  constitution,  they  were  bound  to  be  silent,  or  to  ap- 
prove them,  and  were  not  at  liberty  even  to  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  representing  what  they  believed  to  be  the  sentiments 
and  opinions  of  the  mass  of  the  people  in  their  own  states,  in 
opposition  to  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  their  legislatures. 

For  all  these  reasons  this  meeting  solemnly,  heartily  and 
most  pointedly  disapprove  and  reject  the  pretensions  to  power 
and  prerogative  set  up  and  claimed  by  the  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent. 

Resolved,  further,  as  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  “that  tfio 
president,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himselfaulhorify  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.” 

Further  res’o/fCf/,  That  this  meeting  look  with  inexpressible 
distrust  and  jealousy  upon  the  protest  of  the  president,  as  an  at- 
tempt to  avail  himself  of  his  hitherto  wide  and  unexampled  per- 
sonal popularity  to  denounce  and  bring  into  public  odium  the 
senate  of  the  U.  Ststes,  because  that  bod}'  has  had  the  firmness 
‘ and  the  patriotism  to  stand  between  him  and  the  accomplishment 
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•f  bis  will,  and  at  the  risk  of  popular  rebuke,  unjustly  llirealen- 
ed  against  them  by  the  presiilent,  to  lake  a firm  and  decided 
position  in  defence  of  the  constitution. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  tliis  meeting  most  cordially  and  gratefully 
Bustain  and  applaud  the  senate  for  their  gallant,  patriotic  and 
efficient  resistance  of  the  first  assaults  upon  the  free  sjiirit  of 
our  institutions— and  that  we  exhort  them  to  persevere  in  the 
noble  career  before  them,  assuring  them  that  tliey  have  the 
heart,  the  judgment  and  the  moral  Idice  of  the  nation  to  vindi- 
dicate  and  support  iliem:  that  the  great  and  glorious  whig  prin- 
ciples that  worked  out  the  revolution  and  gave  political  liberty 
and  independence  to  this  land,  are  again  awake  and  will  move 
forward  with  a steady  and  irresistible  energy,  until  the  consti- 
tution and  its  defenders  are  placed  liigh  above  the  reach  of  at- 
tack. 

John  V.  L.  McMahon,  esq.  then  rose  and  supported  tlie  reso 
lutions  in  a speech  which  justified  the  distinguished  reputation 
he  has  so  long  enjoyed  for  the  eloquence  appropriate  to  the  pri- 
mary assemblies  of  a free  and  intelligent  people. 

The  resolutions  were  then  put,  and  as  announced  by  the  ve- 
nerable chairman,  were  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 

Joshua  Jones,  esq.  (one  of  the  late  delegates  to  the  gi.meral 
•ssembly),  then  expressed  his  sentiments  in  connection  with 
the  present  important  crisis,  in  a manner  worthy  of  his  con- 
stituents, and  most  honorable  to  himself. 

He  concluded  by  offering  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  seconded  by  Mr.  McMahon,  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  all  of  the  citi- 
eens  of  Baltimore,  and  such  of  the  citizens  of  Maryland,  as  can 
conveniently  attend,  who  are  opposed  to  the  doctrines  promul- 
gated by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  in  his  protest  to  the 
senate  and  appeal  to  the  people,  should  assemble  at  an  early 
day  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  most  maturely  considering, 
and  solemnly  adopting  such  an  answer  or  address,  and  resolu- 
tions as  will  make  known  to  him  and  the  world,  their  senti- 
ments and  unalterable  determination,  to  redress  by  every  law- 
ful and  necessary  means,  the  usurpation  and  exercise  of  powers 
not  delegated  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  our  country — and 
the  further  purpose  of  forming  a state  whig  society,  in  support  of 
said  constitution  and  laws — and  to  this. end. 

Be  it  further  resolved.  That  a committee  of  sixty  with  power 
to  increase  their  numbers,  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  with  in- 
structions and  authority  to  prepare  an  answer  to  said  protest, 
or  appeal,  and  such  resolutions  as  they  m.ay  deem  appropriate 
to  be  submitted  to  that  meeting— to  fix  and  give  notice  of  the 
day  and  place  for  holding  the  same — to  invite  the  attendance  of 
distinguished  whigs  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  especial- 
ly of  Maryland — to  invite  persons  to  deliver  addresses  on  that 
occasion — to  prepare  fundamenlal  rules  for  the  government  of 
a state  whig  society — and  gene.rally  to  make  such  arrangements 
for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  said  meeting  as  they 
ehall  deem  necessary  or  expedient. 

[Here  follow  the  names  of  the  committee  of  sixty  which  it 
does  not  appear  necessary  for  us  to  insert — and  this  committee 
being  appointed,  the  meeting  adjourned.] 

— @ Cu... 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  CLAY. 

Mr.  Clay  being  invited  to  partake  of  a public  dinner,  at  Nor- 
folk, at  such  time  as  might  best  suit  his  convenience,  declined 
the  invitation  in  the  following  letter: 

. Washington,  28th  March,  1834. 

Gentlemen — [ received  the  letter  which,  on  the  5th  inst.  as 
a committee  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  inviting  me  to  a public 
dinner  to  be  served  up  at  such  time  as  may  be  convenient  to 
me.  You  have  been  pleased  to  accompany  the  invitation  with 
many  flattering  and  friendly  sentiments  towards  me  personally. 

I am,  gentlemen,  greatly  obliged  and  deeply  penetrated  with 
gratitude,  for  these  demonstrations  of  regard  and  attachment. 
Whilst  I have  never  been  inditforent  to  the  opinion  of  my  pub- 
lic conduct  which  any  portion  of  our  countrymen  might  form,  I 
have  been  always  particularly  desirous  so  to  acquit  myself  as  to 
deserve  the  esteem  of  my  native  state,  and  that  of  my  adopted 
residence.  The  assurances,  therefore,  contained  in  your  letter, 
that  an  interest  has  always  been  felt  in  my  public  character  by 
the  people  of  Virginia,  and  particularly  by  that  portion  of  them 
residing  in  Norfolk  and  its  vicinity,  affiird  me  high  satisfaction. 
On  the  two  occasions  to  which  you  are  pleased  to  refer,  with  ap- 
probation of  the  part  I bore  in  them,  the  union  itself  was  suppos- 
ed to  be  exposed  to  danger;  but  f solemnly  hi.licve  that  neither 
civil  liberty  nor  the  union  can  long  endure  il  the  late  usurpa- 
tion of  the  executive  of  the  United  States  over  the  public  trea- 
sury, and  the  doctrines  by  which  it  is  sustained,  are  sanctioned 
by  the  people. 

The  act  of  congress  of  1789,  establishing  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, was  framed  upon  the  principle  of  providing  four  distinct, 
independent  and  responsible  checks,  (the  secretary,  comptrol- 
ler, register  and  treasurer),  whose  concurrence  was  necessary 
before  a single  dollar  could  be  drawn  from  the  treasury.  These 
officers  were  placed  under  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  their  oflicial  duties  were  to  be  controlled  by  that 
authority  only.  It  is  now  contended,  in  cffi'ct,  that  they  are 
all  bound  to  obey,  not  the  law,  according  to  their  sense  of  its 
obligation,  but  the  will  of  the  president;  and  consequently  he 
may  command  them,  at  his  pleasure,  whenever  he  thinks  pro- 
per, to  issue  the  last  dollar  from  the  public  treasury.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  clear  that  congress  might  as  well  at  once  have  placed 


I the  treasury  in  the  sole  custody  Of  the  president  with  liberty  to 
u.se  ilns  he  pleast;s.  'i'he  supposed  security  of  four  independent 
officers  is  totally  destroyed;  aud  their  re.-ponsibility  by  impeach-^ 
ment  is  viitually  abolished.  For  they  cannot  be  amenable  to 
the  law  and  subject  to  the  will  of  the  pre.«ident  both,  if  there 
be  any  incoiiipatabilily  between  his  will  and  the  law.  Jl  is 
further  contended,  that  the  treasuiy  department  is  a branch  of 
the  executive  government,  under  the  charge  and  direction  of 
the  president.  Heretofore,  the  whole  money  power  of  the  go- 
vernment has  been  supposed  to  be  under  the  immediate  and 
exclusive  charge  of  congress.  By  the  constitution,  congress  is 
expressly  invested  with  (lowers  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  and  to 
appropriate  by  law  the  [inblic  revenue;  and  il  is  also  expressly 
invested  with  authority  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  [iroper 
to  carry  into  efiect  those  powers.  It  was  in  virtue  of  these 
provisions  of  the  coiisiitiuion,  that  the  treasury  department  was 
constructed,  and  that  the  secretary  was  brought  into  direct  of- 
licial iniercoirrse  with  congress. 

But  the  principle  that  the  money  power  of  government  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  legislature,  is  not  confined  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment. Every  state  in  the  union  proceeds  upon  the  same 
princi()le.  In  nineteen  states,  the  treasurer  is  appointed  by  the 
legislature,  in  four  by  elections  of  the  people,  and  in  the  re- 
maining Slate  by  the  governor  and  council,  themselves  being 
chosen  by  their  legislature.  In  all,  the  treasurer  accounts  di- 
rectly to  the  legislature.  In  no  one,  is  he  under  the  control  of 
the  governor.  These  are  the  doctrines  of  America  and  of  every 
really  free  country.  For  the  first  time,  in  the  history  of  our  go- 
vernment, they  are  now  controverted,  and  others  are  advanced 
which  tend  to  establish  that  union  between  the  purse  and  the 
sword,  with  which  the  continuance  of  civil  liberty  is  absolutely 
incompatible. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  will  be  approved  by  the  peo- 
ple. I am  happy  to  find,  gentlemen,  that  they  obtain  no  support 
from  yon,  and  it  would  aflTord  me  very  great  (ileasure  to  meet 
you  on  the  festive  occasion  to  w'hich  I am  invited,  and  by  a free 
interchange  of  sentiments  with  you,  on  public  affairs,  to  ac- 
quire from  you  fresh  strength  and  encourr-gement  in  the  endea- 
vor which  is  now  making  to  sustain  the  constitution,  the  laws 
and  the  free  institutions  of  our  country.  It  is  true,  as  suggested 
by  you,  that  the  restraints  which  existed  some  lime  ago,  as  to 
my  accepting  the  compliment  of  a public  dinner,  no  longer  ope- 
rate. And  I feel  too,  that  after  a session  of  near  four  months 
duration,  a relaxation  of  a few'  days  would  be  beneficial  to  me. 
No  where  could  I enjoy  the  pleasure  of  it  more  than  in  your 
borough.  But  to  the  considerations  arising  out  of  my  public 
duty  in  the  senate,  I have  to  add,  that  the  delicate  state  of  Mrs. 
Clay’s  health  is  such  as  to  make  me  unwilling  to  leave  her,  for 
even  a few  days. 

I regret,  therefore,  that  I feel  constrained  to  decline  the  ho- 
nor which  you  have  tendered  to  me.  But  I request  you,  and 
those  for  whom  you  act,  to  be  assured  that  I shall  ever  cherish 
a grateful  recollection  of  it.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  friend  and  fellow  citizen,  H.  CLAY. 

Alessrs.  Joseph  H.  Robertson,  Francis  Mallary,  H.  B.  Gwath- 
mey,  S.  Whitehead,  H.  Woodis,  Edward  Delany,  Samuel  D. 
Rawlins,  Thos.  G.  Broughton,  Louis  J.  Fourniquet,  Alexander 
Clarke,  D.  Robertson,  Vincent  Lea,  Arthur  Emerson,  John  A. 
Chandler,  Charles  Reid,  Caleb  Bonsai,  W.  Butt,  James  H.  Lang- 
horn,  John  N.  Walke,  John  P.  Leigh,  Richard  Walson,  Joseph 
T,  Allyn,  Marshall  Parks,  H.  Pendleton. 

— — 

POLISH  EXILES— AT  NEW  YORK. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

The  Polish  exiles,  who  have  come  hither  in  the  Austrian 
frigates,  not  only  without  their  own  consent,  as  it  is  understood, 
but  (irotesting  solemnly  against  being  forcibly  torn  from  Euro- 
rope and  thrown  destitute  upon  a land  of  whose  language  they 
are  ignorant,  and  where  they  will  be  without  any  means  of  ex- 
istence, are  entitled  to  the  sympathy  of  this  community. 

These  unfortunate  men — as  we  learn  from  the  writer  of  the 
annexed  letter,  one  of  their  countrymen — were  gathered  to- 
gether from  different  parts  of  Austria— passed  from  brigade  to 
brigade,  down  to  Trieste,  and  there,  being  each  furnished  with  a 
greatcoat,  a pair  of  trowsers,  and  one  or  two  other  necessa- 
ries, sent  on  board  the  frigates — and  thus  were  brought  away 
forcibly  from  Europe.  They  are  each  to  receive  here  a sum  of 
about  $2'2,  there  is  one  female,  seven  or  eight  officers,  and  the 
rest  soldiers. 

The  first  steps  should  be  to  provide  these  people  with  some 
cloiuing,  and  an  asylum,  so  that  they  may  not  be  ob!igt>d  to 
prow'l  about  the  streets,  or  be  stripped  of  their  little  money  by 
persons  takirn;  advantage  of  their  ignotance  of  our  language, 
&c.  Then  time  might  be  taken  for  making  ulterior  arrange- 
ments. 

Among  these  people  are  some  who  have  been  farriers;  they 
may  find  employment,  we  [irestime,  with  our  blacksmiths.  'I’lie 
great  m.ass,  however,  have  only  their  stout  arms  to  rely  tipon. 
Their  case,  we  are  sure,  will  excite  the  sympathy  of  our  citi- 
zens, to  whom  we  commend  the  annexed  appeal  of  Mr.  Geraid 
To  the  editor  of  the  New  York  American. 

Sir— It  is  in  the  name  of  240  Polish  exiles,  that  I ask  through 
your  journal,  the  opportunity  of  making  an  appeal  to  yonr  fV  |- 
low  citizens.  Emboldened  by  the  recollection  of  many  kind- 
nesses which  Americans  have  lavished  upon  me,  durin>;  the 
(dghteen  months  that  I have  dwelt  among  them,  I address  my- 
self to  their  hearts,  in  the  full  conviction  that  they'  will  not  be 
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insensible  to  that  compassion,  wliich  constitutes  now  the  whole 
depemiepce  of  my  ill  fated  countrymen.  -May  they  in  their 
turn  experience  the  blessed  fruits  of  that  benevolence  which 
has  so  much  contributed  to  ameliorate  my  condition.  Espe- 
cially, may  they  be  permitted  to  draw  from  that  source,  which 
the  charities  of  the  ladies  of  New  York  so  abundantly  supplies. 
Soon,  then,  would  the  wretclied  state  of  destitution  in  which 
they  now  are,  be  cliaiiRed  for  one  less  discoura"iii" — and  on  our 
part,  we  Poles,  will  know  how  to  acknowledge  the  aid  that 
shall  be  e.\teiided  to  our  misfortunes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration, 
your  ilevoted  servant,  GEIi.YllU,  ancient  polish  officer. 

New  York,  31st  March,  1834. 

On  which  the  Austrian  consul  issued  the  following  card: 
(}(7-,As  it  appear*  from  several  articles  published  in  the  daily 
papers  that  the  true  nature  of  the  transaction  of  the  Poli.'h  pas- 
sengers, in  the  frigates  of  his  majesiy  the  emperor  of  Ausiria, 
is  not  understood,  the  undersigned  thinks  that  the  following 
statements  of  facts  will  give  every  explanation  on  the  subject. 

In  the  years  of  1830  and  1831,  during  the  last  revolution  in  Po- 
land, a number  of  those  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  that 
revolution,  took  refuge  on,  or  were  driven  into  the  Austrian 
territory,  where  the  government  not  only  received  and  granted 
them  an  asylum,  but  even  generously  maintained  them.  Hy  far 
the  greatest  number  of  them  expressing  a wish  to  go  to  France, 
and  others  to  avail  themselves  of  the  amnesty  offered  by  his  ma- 
jesty the  emperor  of  Russia,  every  facility  was  afforded  them  to 
execute  these  their  purposes. 

There  remained,  however,  a number,  who  could  not  or  would 
not  return  to  their  country,  and  could  neither  obtain  passports 
for  other  countries  of  Europe,  all  of  wliich  were  shut  to  them  in 
consequence  of  sundry  events  well  known.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances his  majesty  the  emperor  of  Austria  offered  them  a 
free  passage  in  national  vessels  to  this  country,  which  they  ac- 
cepted, and  signed  for  that  purpose  their  determination.  On 
their  landing  here,  after  having  paid  the  usual  charges  for  pas- 
sengers, the  undersigned,  by  command  of  his  imperial  majesty 
paid  each  of  them  forty  dollars,  and  all  of  them,  on  parting  from 
the  ships,  manifested  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the  generous  con- 
duct of  his  majesty,  and  the  good  treatment  on  board  of  the  two 
frigates. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  their  general 
good  conduct,  and  having  contributed  all  that  I have  been  au- 
thorised to  do  by  my  government,  it  will  afford  me  additional  sa- 
tisfaction to  offer  them  all  the  advice  in  my  power,  and  it  is  par- 
ticularly gratifying  to  witness  the  generous  feeling  manifested  by 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  towards  them,  as  I feel  satisfied 
they  are  deserving  of  every  friendly  aid  and  assistance. 

L.  B.ARON  E.EDERER,  consul  general. 
Austrian  consulato,  April  4,  1834. 

The  following  reply  has  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Polish 
exiles  to  the  preceding  statement. 

It  is  but  too  well  known  in  all  Europe  what  reliance  is  to 
be  placed  upon  the  amnesties  of  monarchs  in  regard  to  the  com- 
batants for  liberty;  and  particularly  upon  that  of  the  Russian 
cabinet.  In  spile  of  repeated  oaths,  the  regulators  of  the  fate 
of  nations,  only  do  what  their  interest  suggests.  The  amnes- 
ties of  Modena,  of  Spain,  of  Naples,  are  but  the  first  fruits 
which  flow  from  the  cornucopias  of  the  paternal  benevolence 
of  the  kings  and  petty  rulers  of  the  other  hemisphere.  The 
Polish  patriots  who  have  the  weakness  to  trust  to  the  emperor 
of  Russia’s  forgetfulness  of  the  past,  are  e.xpiating  their  cre- 
dulity in  Siberia,  in  prisons,  or  in  the  regiments  of  the  Musco- 
vites. 

We  have  in  vain  protested  against  our  deportation,  as  con- 
trary to  the  rights  of  nations;  there  remained  to  us  no  alternative 
but  to  return  under  the  reign  of  the  knout,  or  to  proceed  to 
America.  There  were  yet  but  two  chances  remaining:  either 
to  go  the  United  Slates  or  to  be  conveyed  to  South  America. 
After  having  endured  a course  of  treatment  a Ij.  Metternich  in 
the  garrisons  of  Brunn  and  Trieste,  destitute  of  the  means  and  of 
permission  to  proceed  to  France  and  Eimland,  we  were  con- 
strained to  make  a virtue  of  necessity,  anti  to  become  burden- 
some to  the  inhabitants  of  this  free  country.  What  could  be 
more  natural  than  what  the  Austrian  consul  has  recently  de- 
clared.^ He  has  resided  so  many  years  in  this  country  as  to 
forget  the  blessing  of  monarchical  paternity;  he  is  not  acquaint- 
ed with  the  frightful  details  of  the  last  catastrophes  in  Europe; 
and  he  only  does  his  duty  in  representing  things  according  to 
the  well  calculated  instructions  of  his  court.  Could  he,  with 
his  hands  on  his  heart,  putting  himself  in  our  place,  conscien- 
tiously say  that  he  would  have  us  follow  any  other  course  than 
that  which  has  rendered  us  free  from  all  persecution  in  this 
hospitable  land,  under  the  protection  of  that  constitution  which 
has  been  the  guide  of  the  Poles  for  half  a century. 

With  respect  to  our  treatment  on  board  of  the  Austrian  fri- 
gates, it  was  not  of  a nature  to  make  a parade  of  it  in  the  port 
of  New  York.  We  abstain  both  from  praising  and  from  blam- 
ing certain  officers,  for  fear  that  the  praise  may  turn  to  the 
injury  of.  those  who  are  worthy  of  it,  and  the  blame  to  the 
profit  of  the  inhuman.  We  are  too  deeply  sensible  of  the  sol- 
vency of  the  holy  alliance  to  he  able  to  believe  a single  mo- 
ment that  the  entire  e.xpenscs  of  our  deportation  are  not  fur- 
nished at  third  hands  from  the  proceeds  of  the  confiscated  es- 


tates of  the  most  zealous  patriots  of  our  unhappy  country.  In 
behalf  of  the  Poles.  ADALBERT  KONARZEWtfKI. 

Reed  street,  No.  34. 

The  Poles  in  Switzerland.  The  French  papers  contain  some 
further  particulars  of  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  Poles  in  Swit- 
zeiland,  M Inch  show  their  position  to  be  truly  deplorable.  It 
appears  that  they  are  carted  from  one  canton  to  the  other  with- 
out receiving  arlmission  or  shelter  in  any.  The  canton  of  Vaud 
sent  them  to  that  of  Berne,  where  they  were  not  received.  Fri- 
burg  refnserl  to  let  them  ftass  through  its  territories,  and  throagh- 
oui  the  federation  the  troofis  have  beeh  posted  at  the  frontiers 
to  repel  these  hapless  and  pestilent  intruders.  It  appears  that, 
in  trying  to  remove  them  from  the  ca.<lle  of  Rollc,  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  give  orders  to  a body  of  gens  d’arnies  to 
charge  the  115  refugees  in  the  mass  with  bayonet,  but  some  hu- 
mane persons  interposed  and  saved  them  frcmi  this  wholesale 
butchery.  It  is  not  known  wbat  is  to  become  of  them. 

CAPE  DE  VERD  ISLANDS. 

A number  of  re.sidents  of  the  island  of  St.  dago,  in  their  own 
name  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  de 
Veid  l.slands,  have  published  a card  of  thanks  to  the  generous 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  contributed  to  their  relief  in 
the  calamitous  famine  of  1839.  We  make  a few  extracts  from 
it.  The  style  is  almost  as  flowery  as  that  of  a Chinese  procla- 
mation: 

If  benevolence,  that  purest  emanation  from  the  bosom  of  the 
Divinity,  first  of  virtues,  corner  stone  of  universal  morals,  and 
b.nnd  of  love  which,  encircling  all  beings,  unites  in  brotherly 
afl'ection  the  whole  human  family — if  benevolence  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  happy  states  of  prosperous  America, 
has  recently  displayed  itself  by  an  act  worthy  of  the  admiration 
ot  ages  and  the  blessings  of  posterity  to  the  latest  day— let  gra- 
titude arise  from  among  the  barren  rocks  of  burning  Africa, 
wing  its  flight  over  the  immensity  of  the  ocean,  and  present  it- 
self before  you,  generous  Americans. 

Let  not  the  expression  of  our  gratitude  be  deemed  too  long 
delayed;  it  was  Suppressed  by  the  heavy  yoke  which  weighed 
upon  us.  A government  which  founthd  its  authority  of  despo- 
tism, would  nut  even  permit  us  to  address  to  you  our  grateful 
acknowledgments,  and  if,  through  an  absurd  policy  or  shameful 
neglect,  it  omitted  to  perform  an  aqj  of  such  manifest  obliga- 
tion, it  would  have  considered  improper  and  unlawful  any 
movement  which  did  not  proceed  from  its  own  omnipotent  au- 
thority. Now  the  scene  is  changed;  the  legitimate  government 
of  her  most  faithful  majesty  the  queen  of  Portugal  and  the  con- 
stitution have  been  (troclaimed  in  this  archipelago.  We  are  ci- 
tizens, we  enjoy  freedom  of  e.xpression,  and  as  we  can  say  of 
your  immortal  P'ranklin,  “Eripuit  code  fulrrien,  sceptranique 
tyrannis,”  may  we  also  say  of  you,  you  snatched  a numeroua 
people  from  the  jaws  of  famine  and  death. 

The  promptness  and  greatness  of  your  benefits  are  equalled 
only  by  the  horrible  extent  of  the  evils  they  relieved.  When 
your  vessel  arrived  iu  this  archipelago,  laden  with  provisions, 
thousands  of  these  unhappy  islanders  were  shuddering  in  the 
grasp  of  death.  Total  destruction  was  the  friglitful  destiny  im- 
pending over  them.  It  seemed  as  if  the  exterminating  angel, 
closing  the  fountains  of  the  heavens,  had  sent  forth  a burning 
blast  and  swept  from  the  fields  all  traces  of  vegetation.  To  beg 
was  a vain  recourse,  for  the  universality  of  the  evil  had  dried 
up  the  sources  of  public  charity.  The  unhappy  farmer  faint- 
ing with  hunger,  roused  by  the  clamorous  cries  of  his  starving 
children,  goes  to  the  fields  to  tear  from  the  earth  something  to 
relieve  them,  but  all  his  efforts  are  fruitless,  he  falls  lifeless  on 
the  ungrateful  soil,  which  he  had  moistened  in  vain  with  tears 
— the  tender  mother,  turning  away  her  dying  eyes  that  she  may 
not  witness  the  expiring  agonies  of  her  infant  babe,  suppresses 
her  last  breath  and  yields  up  her  spirit. 

In  this  .'cene  of  horror,  the  frightful  angel  of  death,  exulting 
in  his  work,  stalked  over  a vast  cemetry  heaped  with  dead  bo- 
dies; while  the  guardian  cherub  of  these  islands,  expanding  its 
snowy  wings,  soared  away  to  yonder  regions  to  inspire  in  your 
breasts  that  pure  benevolence  with  which  you  have  so  gener- 
ously succoured  this  portion  of  the  human  family. 

Y^es,  generous  citizens,  the  gratitude  wc  feel  shall  endure  so 
long  as  there  is  memory  in  man — sooner  shall  the  voracity  of 
time  de.Uroy  marbles  and  bronzes,  and  the  plough  of  the  farmer 
trace  its  furrows  in  the  soil  oil  w’hich  all  these  monuments  of 
human  vanity  now  rest,  than  the  remembrance  of  your  benefits 
be  eflaeed  from  the  hearf;  of  these  islanders;  and  never  more 
shall  the  knee  be  bent  before  the  bright  throne  of  the  Almighty, 
in  prayer  for  deliverance  from  such  a scourge,  w'ithout  at  the 
same  time  oflering  up  ardent  supplications  for  the  happiness 
and  pro.-periiy  of  the  countrv  of  Washington. 

Island  of  St.  Jago,  Cape  Verd,  24</t  Scpl.  1833. 

— 

THE  SOUTH  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

From  the  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  Dr.  .lames  Eights,  naturalist  to  the 
late  American  exploring  expedition  of  brigs  Seraph  and  .-^nna- 
w'an. 

After  giving  a description  of  a new’  crustaceous  animal  found 
on  the  shores  of  the  Foiith  Shetland  islands,  this  talented  na- 
tnrtilist  rcmar.ks:  These  i.-lands  are  formed  by  an  extensive 

cluster  of  rocks  rising  abruptly  from  the  ocean  to  a considera- 
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ble  height  above  its  surface.  Their  true  elevation  cannot  easily 
be  determined,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  masses  of  snow 
•which  lie  over  them,  concealing  them  almost  entirely  from  the 
sight.  Some  of  them,  however,  rear  their  glistening  summits 
to  an  altitude  of  about  three  thousand  feet,  and  wlien  the  hea- 
vens are  fiee  from  clouds,  imprint  a sharp  and  well  defined  out- 
line upon  the  intense  blueness  of  the  sky;  they  are  divided 
every  where  by  straits  and  indented  by  deep  bays  or  coves,  ma- 
ny of  which  afford  to  vessels  a comfortable  shelter  from  the  rude 
gales  to  which  these  high  latitudes  are  subject.  When  the  winds 
have  ceased  to  blow  and  the  ocean  is  at  rest,  nothing  can  ex- 
ceed the  beautiful  clearness  of  the  atmosphere  in  these  elevated 
regions.  The  numerous  furrows  and  ravines  which  every  where 
impress  the  snowy  acclivity  of  the  hills,  are  distinctly  visible 
for  fifty  or  sixty  miles;  and  the  various  sea  fowl,  resting  upon 
the  slight  eminences  and  brought  in  strong  relief  against  the 
sky,  oftentimes  deeeive  the  inexperienced  eye  of  the  mariner 
by  leaving  their  puny  dimensions  magnified  in  size  to  those  of 
the  human  form. 

Tlie  ocean  in  the  vicinity,  as  far  as  the  eye  has  vision,  is  here 
«nd  there  studded  with  icebergs,  varying  in  magnitude  from  a 
few  feet  to  more  than  a mile  in  extent,  and  not  unfrequenlly 
rising  two  hundred  feet  in  the  air,  presenting  every  variety  of 
form,  from  the  snug  whitewashed  cottage  of  the  peasant,  to  the 
enormous  architectural  pile,  containing  either  broadly  expanded 
Grecian  domes,  or  having  the  many  lofty  and  finely  attenuated 
spires  of  some  gothic  structure.  The  sun,  even  at  midsummer, 
attains  but  a moderate  altitude  in  these  dreary  regions,  and 
when  its  horizontal  beams  illume  these  masses  of  ice,  their  nu- 
merous atigles  and  indentations  catching  the  light  as  they  move 
along,  exhibit  all  the  beautiful  gradations  of  color  from  an  eme- 
rald green  to  that  of  the  finest  blue.  Some  of  them  whose  slop- 
ing sides  will  admit  of  their  ascent,  are  tenanted  by  large  assem- 
blages of  penguins,  whose  chattering  noise  may  be  heard  on  a 
still  day  at  an  incredible  distance  over  the  clear  smooth  surface 
of  the  sea.  When  tiie  storms  rage  and  the  ocean  rolls  its  moun- 
tain wave  against  their  slippery  sides,  the  scene  is  truly  sub- 
lime. Tall  columns  of  spray  shooting  up  far  above  their  tops, 
soon  become  dissipated  in  clouds  of  misty  white;  gradually  de- 
scending, they  envelope  the  whole  mass  fof  a short  space  of 
time,  giving  to  it  much  the  appearance  of  being  covered  with  a 
veil  of  silvery  gauze.  When  thus  agitated  they  not  unfrequent- 
ly  explode  with  a noise  of  thunder,  scattering  their  fragments 
far  and  wide  over  the  surrounding  surface  of  the  deep.  These 
hillB  of  ice  are  borne  onwards  at  a considerable  rate,  by  the 
power  of  the  winds  and  waves — when  so,  they  sweep  along 
with  a majesty  that  nothing  else  can  equal.  The  sun,  as  it  rises 
or  sets  slowly  and  obliquely  in  the  northern  horizon,  sends  its 
rays  through  the  many  openings  between,  tinging  them  here 
and  there  with  every  variety  of  hue  and  color;  from  whence 
they  are  thrown,  in  mild  and  beautiful  reflections,  upon  the  ex- 
tensive fields  of  snow  which  lie  piled  on  the  surrounding  hills, 
giving  to  the  whole  scene,  for  a greater  part  of  the  long  summer 
day,  the  ever  varying  effect  of  a most  gorgeous  sunset. 

Entire  skeletons  of  the  whale,  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  length,  are 
not  unfrequenlly  found  in  elevated  situations,  along  the  shores 
of  the  South  Shetland  isles,  many  feet  above  the  high  water 
line.  Whales  are  very  common  in  their  vicinity,  and  in  calm 
weather  great  numbers  of  them  may  be  seen  breaking  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean  in  the  many  intervals  which  occur  between 
its  numerous  icebergs,  sometimes  sending  forth  volumes  of 
spray;  at  others,  elevating  their  huge  flukes  in  the  air,  to  de- 
scend, head  first,  as  it  were,  to  fathom  the  ocean’s  depth. 
When  they  perish,  either  from  accident  or  some  more  natural 
cause,  their  carcasses,  in  drifting  towards  the  shore,  are  over- 
taken by  the  billows  and  thrown  thus  far  upon  the  land;  here 
they  are  left  by  the  retiring  wave,  and  in  a few  hours  their 
bones  become  perfectly  denuded  by  the  numberless  sea  birds 
that  feed  upon  the  flesh. 

Our  stay  at  these  islands  occupied  a period  of  four  weeks, 
during  which  lime  we  observed  but  one  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide 
in  twenty-four  hours.  I know  not  if  iliis  be  universal,  but  have 
been  informed  by  mariners  familiar  in  these  seas,  that  they  have 
generally  found  it  so. 

Not  a day  occurred  that  snow  did  not  fall,  or  ice  make  on  our 
decks;  and  during  the  time  we  spent  in  exploring,  between  the 
latitudes  of  60  and  70  degrees  south,  and  54  and  110  degrees 
west  longitude,  which  was  more  than  two  months,  we  found 
the  current  often  setting  with  considerable  vehtcity  from  the 
south  west  to  the  north  east.  The  prevailing  winds  were  also 
most  commonly  from  the  south  west  and  north  west.  There 
were  evidences  of  a number  of  active  volcanoes  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  South  Shetland  isles;  indications  were  daily  seen  in  the 
pieces  of  pumiee  found  strewed  along  the  beach,  which,  no 
doubt,  comes  from  Palmer’s  Land,  situated  to  the  south;  De- 
caption island,  also  one  of  this  group,  has  boiling  springs,  and 
a whitish  substance  like  melted  felspar,  exudes  from  some  of  its 
fissures. 

After  enumerating  the  amphibiotts  animals,  this  able  natu 
ralist  observes — “There  is  also  a fourth  species,  which  I have 
no  recollection  of  ever  having  seen  the  slightest  notice  of.  It 
is  probably  not  common,  as  I saw  hut  otie;  it  was  standing  on 
the  extremities  of  its  fore  feet  (dippers)  the  head  and  chest  per- 
fectly erect,  abdomen  curved,  and  resting  on  the  ground;  the 
tail  was  also  in  an  upright  position;  the  iinirnal  in  this  altitude 
bore  a striking  resemblance  to  the  representations  vve  frequently 
meet  with  of  the  'mermaid,’  atid  1 think  it  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  animals  of  this  genus  tlial  first  gave-origin  to  the 


fable  of  the  maid  of  the  sea.  I regret  that  I could  not  obtain  a 
nearer  view  of  this  interesting  animal.  When  I approached 
witliin  one  hundred  feet,  it  threw  itself  fiat  and  made  rapidly 
for  the  sea;  it  appeared  about  twelve  or  fllleen  feet  in  length, 
and  distinctly  more  slender  in  proportion  ilian  any  of  the  other 
species;  so  much  so,  that  llie  motion  of  the  body  when  moving, 
seemed  perfectly  .undulating.  Sorn#  of  the  seamen  had  seen 
tliern  frequently  on  a former  v<»yage,  but  they  were  too  much 
oil  their  guard  and  alert  to  be  taken.”  When  speaking  of  the 
fishes  inhabiting  this  ocean,  he  says — “Grampus  and  dolphins 
arc  quite  common,  and  a species  of  porpoise  which  I had  not 
before  seen,  occurs  ill  great  numbers.  From  their  appearance 
ill  the  water,  their  color  seemed  dark,  with  a broad  and  some- 
what waved  white  line  extending  from  the  posterior  and  infe- 
rior part  of  the  head,  backward  and  upward  to  the  dorsal  fin;  a 
second  and  similar  one  commences  on  the  abdomen  imme- 
diately below  the  termination  of  the  first,  and  ends  at  the  origin 
of  the  tail  above;  these  mar'.ts  are  distinctly  visible  as  tliey 
glide  through  the  sea.  They  are.  by  the  sailors  called  sea 
skunks,  and  1 am  told  they  are  confined  to  high  southern  lati- 
tudes. 

The  birds  which  frequent  these  islands  are  much  more  nu- 
merous than  any  of  the  other  classes  of  animals.  Of  penguins 
there  are  five  species.  The  aptenodytes  patagonica,  (king 
penguin),  is  the  largest  and  by  far  the  most  beautiful  of  the 
species,  and  may  be  seen  in  great  numbers  covering  the  shores 
for  some  considerable  extent.  They  are  remarkably  clean  in 
their  appearance;  not  a speck  of  any  kind  is  suffered  for  a mo- 
ment to  sully  the  pure  whiteness  or  the  principal  part  of  their 
plumage;  their  upright  position,  uniform  cleanliness,  and  beau- 
tiful golden  yellow  cravat,  contrasts  finely  with  the  dark  back- 
ground by  which  they  are  relieved,  so  that  the  similitude  is  no 
unapt  one,  which  compares  them  to  a regiment  of  soldiers  im- 
mediately after  parade.  The  females  lay  but  one  egg,  on  the 
bare  ground,  which  is  rather  larger  than  that  of  a goose,  and  of 
about  equal  value  as  an  article  of  food.  The  egg  lies  between 
the  feet,  the  tail  being  sufficiently  long  to  conceal  it  effectually 
from  the  sight.  When  approached,  they  move  from  you  with  a 
waddling  gate,  rolling  it  along  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  so 
that  a person  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  might  pass  through 
hundreds  of  them  without  discovering  it. 

The  chinois  forsteri,  (sheath  bill.)  This  is  the  white  pigeon 
so  often  mentioned  by  mariners  as  inhabiting  the  islands  of  tho 
southern  ocean;  it  is  easily  caught  by  the  hand,  and  soon  be- 
comes domesticated.  We  kept  a number  of  tliem  several  days 
after  leaving  the  islands;  they  ran  about  the  decks  apparently 
without  any  disposition  to  leave  them,  feeding  from  llie  hand  of 
any  individual  that  offered  them  food. 

The  existence  of  a Ronthern  continent  within  the  Antarctic 
circle  is,  I conceive,  a matter  of  doubt  and  uncertainty;  but 
that  there  are  extensive  groups  or  chains  of  islands  yet  un- 
known, I think  we  have  many  indications  to  prove,  and  were 
I to  express  an  opinion,  t would  say,  that  our  course  from  the 
south  Shetlands  to  the  south  west,  until  we  reached  the  lOlsX 
degree  of  west  longitude,  was  at  no  great  distance  along  the 
northern  shores  of  one  of  these  chains. 

The  heavy  clouds  of  mist  which  encircled  ns  so  often,  couhl 
arise  from  no  other  cause  than  that  of  the  influence  of  large 
quantities  of  snow  or  ice  on  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere; 
the  hills  of  floating  ice  we  encountered,  could  not  form  else- 
where than  at  the  land.  The  drifting  fuci  we  daily  saw,  grow 
only  in  the  vicinity  of  rocky  shores,  and  the  penguins  and  terns 
that  were  almost  at  all  times  about  us,  from  my  observation  of 
their  habits,  I am  sali.-fied,  never  leave  the  land  at  any  great 
distance — the  current  and  prevailing  winds  continually  bearing 
slie  plants  and  ice  along  in  its  course  towards  the  north  east, 
some  of  the  latter  embracing  fragments  of  a rock  of  a kind,  the 
existence  of  which  we  could  discover  no  where  on  the  islands 
we  visited. 

Wlien  Palmer’s  land  becomes  properly  explored,  together 
with  the  known  islands,  I think  they  will  prove  to  be  an  ex- 
tensive chain,  stretching  out  to  near  where  captain  Cook’s  pro- 
gress was  arrested  by  tlie  firm  fields  of  ice,  in  lat.  71  deg.  10 
min.  south  and  west  longitude  about  105  degrees,  flad  ihat  skil- 
ful navigator  succeeded  in  [tenetrating  this  mass  of  ice,  he 
would  unquestionably  in  a short  time  have  made  the  land  to 
which  it  was  formed.  Captain  Weddel,  after  passing  the  icy 
barrier  to  the  east  of  the  south  Shetlands  and  Palmer’s  land, 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  74  deg.  15  min.  south,  (the  highest 
latitude  ever  attained  by  man),  and  found  in  crossing  this  chain 
and  progressing  towards  the  south,  that  the  sea  became  more 
free  of  ice,  and  the  weather  almost  as  mild  as  summer,  evi- 
dently proving  I think  that  tlie  south  pole  can  be  nearly  ap- 
proached, without  incurring  any  great  degree  of  hazard  in  the 
attempt.  But  for  further  information  on  the  iiracticability  of 
reaching  the  south  pole,  I must  refer  to  the  jiidrciotts  remarks 
in  Fanning’s  voyages,  page  472.  with  which  I perfectly  coincide. 
To  conclude,  in  a powerful  and  advancing  nation  like  the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  a population  who.se  daring  euleriirize  has  aU 
ready  carried  our  flag  into  the  remotest  corners  of  the  globe, 
will  not  the  just  liberality  of  congress,  authorise  a discovery 
and  exploring  expedition  to  these  parts  of  our  globe.  They 
might  thus  settle  this  interesting  question,  and  also  determine 
with  certainty  the  situation,  magnitude  and  extent  of  these 
lands,  and  by  that  means  open  a new  source  of  revenue,  and 
riches  to  our  country  in  the  oil,  fur,  animals,  &c.  which  must 
necessarily  exist  in  these  southern  regions. 
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An  extra  half  sheet,  or  eight  pages,  as  supplementary 
to  the  last  number  of  the  Register,  accompanies  the  pre- 
sent— to  dispose  of  some  interesting  articles  which  had 
accumulated  in  tvpe.  We  would  gladly  repeat  this  ope- 
ration frequently— (lliough  without  a hope  ol  keeping  pace 
Avith  the  new  productions  of  matter),  lor  these^  are  times 
that  will  be  earnestly  referred  to,  a little  while  hence. 
Without  a misuse  of  the  worn-out  catch-word  of  the 
“Richmond  Enquirer,”  we  are  on  the  borders  of  an  im- 
portant “crisis.” 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  senate  has  refused  to  register 
the  president’s  protest,  27  to  16.  It  is  again  reported  that 
there  will  be  an  appeal  to  the  people,  as  has  several  times 
before  been  mentioned. 

We  present  the  message  of  the  president  renominating 
Messrs.  Wager  and  others,  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  report  of  the  senate’s  committee 
of  finance  thereon,  and  some  extracts  from  the  “executive 
journal”  concerning  these  nominations,  with  the  yeas 
and  nays,  &cc. 

It  will  not  fail  to  strike  the  attention  of  the  reader,  that 
the  message  commences  with  disclaiming  all  pretension, 
or  right,  to  call  in  question  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for 
rejecting  nominations — while  the  chief  part  of  it  is  made 
up  of  suggestions  of  reasons  which  may  have  influenced 
the  senate,  and  of  arguments  upon  those  suggested  rea- 
sons as  though  they  were  established  facts.  Such  is  our 
reading  of  this  paper. 

The  report,  or  reply,  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
written  in  a dignified  mildness  of  language,  is  exceed- 
ingly severe  in  its  remarks  on  the  suggestions  or  “pre- 
sumptions” of  the  president,  and  in  its  refusal  to  make 
up  an  argument  with  him. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  having  suggested  certain  rea- 
sons which  may  have  influenced  the  senate  in  rejecting 
the  nominations,  and  presuming  upon  them,  the  presi- 
dent plainly  intimates  that  he  will  not  nominate  any 
other  directors.  The  senate  absolutely  refused,  as  they 
ought,  to  plead  to  the  suggested  reasons,  and  the  “Globe” 
of  Saturday  last  says — 

“The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  does  not  place 
the  rejection  on  the  conduct  of  the  directors  in  making  their 
communications  to  the  president;  on  the  contrary,  it  leaves  it 
to  be  inferred  that  they  may  have  been  rejected  on  other 
grounds;  and  under  such  circumstances,  we  presume  other  di- 
rectors ivill  be  nominated,  as  soon  as  a proper  selection  can  be 
made.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  however,  that  there  will  he 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services  of  any  citizen,  while  it  is  left 
in  doubt  whether  the  senate  will  not  reject  them,  if  they  imi- 
tate the  conduct  of  the  late  directors,  in  reporting,  from  time  to 
time,  such  abuses  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge.” 

[The  preceding  is  a very  ingenious  paragraph!] 

The  subject,  in  general,  invites  many  remarks — but 
we  shall  not  make  them.  The  president  has  no  more  to 
do  with  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for  rejecting  nomina- 
tions, than  the  senate  has  to  do  with  the  reasons  of  the 
president  for  making  them;  either  party  is  altogether  in- 
dependent of  the  other,  in  this  respect — and,  we  hope, 
will  always  remain  so.* 

*The  following  rather  queer  remarks  on  this  subject,  appear 
in  the  ‘^Richmond  Enquirer’’  of  the  6th  inst.  We  have  italicis- 
ed certain  of  its  parts — which  “looks  rebellion.” 

We  give  up  a large  portion  ofour  paper  to  the  message  of  the 
president,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  upon  the  retiomina- 
liOB  of  the  public  directors,  to  the  senate  of  the  U.  S.  'i'he 
first  bears  date  on  the  11th  March — and  the  second  is  made  on- 
ly on  the  2d  May.  It  is  strange  that  the  senate  should  have  let 
this  matter  sleep  nearly  two  months. 

We  hold  the  perfect  right  of  the  senate  to  reject,  at  their 
pleasure,  any  nomination  which  may  he  made  by  the  president, 
witkoxit  assigning  reasons  for  their  conduct.  We  also  admit  the 
right  of  the  president  to  renominate  the  same  individuals,  upon 
auigning  new  reasons;  hut  unthout  criticising  the  course  of  the 
senate.  In  this  respoct,  the  senate  owes  no  responsibility  to  any 
quarter,  but  to  their  own  consciences  and  to  their  constituents. 
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In  a subsequent  page  tliere  is  a brief  sketch  of  a debate 
in  llie  French  cliamber  of  deputies,  on  tlie  appropriation- 
to  carry  into  eftect  the  treaty  ol  indemnification  with  the 
United  Stales,  rohich  has  been  refused  by  a majoiity  of 
eight.  This  is  bad  news. 

Our  means  are  so  small  compared  with  the  requisitions 
made  upon  them,  that  we  hardly  know  what  to  jn-omise, 
or  hold  out  the  e.vpectation  of  performing — as  to  the  in- 
sertion of  articles:  but  there  are  several  speeches  on  the 
late  protest  of  the  president  against  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate,  however,  that  we  have  a strong  desire  to  make 
room  for — pro  and  con. 

We  publish,  in  a subsequent  page,  a recent  and  compa- 
rative statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  solvency  of  this  iiislilulion  was  “question- 
ed” not  long  ago,  by  profligate  or  ignorant  persons! 
Look  at  the  mighty  means  of  the  hank ! The  coin  which 
it  holds,  and  the  debts  that  are  due  to  it  by  the  state  banks 
and  in  Europe,  are  about  the  same  in  amount  as  its  whole 
circulation;  and  if  all  the  state  banks,  (the  deposite  banks 
not  excepted),  are  not  at  the  mercy  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  it 
has  po-wer  to  forbid  the  making  of  new  discounts  by  them 
— for,  if  the  directors  pleased,  they  might,  by  liberal  is- 
sues of  their  own  notes,  at  any  point  desired,  {if  not  al- 
ready possessed  of  ample  means),  gather-in  a sufficient 
quantity  of  the  notes  of  the  state  banks  to  cast  them  down, 
as  rows  of  bricks  are  prostrated  by  idle  boys  in  play — 
each  thumping  against  its  “next  door  neighbor”  until  the 
whole  tier  is  laid  flat! 

A part  of  the  increased  specie  has  been  drawn  from 
abroad — but  another  considerable  part  has  been  derived 
from  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  solvency  of  this 
bank,  and  the  intelligence  with  which  its  concerns  arc 
managed.  The  labor  of  its  tellers  is  greatly  increased 
by  receipts  of  specie  in  exchange  for  its  notes,  or  in  ac- 
commodating individuals  with  such  notes  in  exchange  for 
those  of  local  banks.  AVeknow  of  several  cases  in  which 
agents  and  factors  are  particularly  instructed  to  bring 
home  or  transmit  the  proceeds  of  articles  committed  to 
their  charge,  either  in  specie  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  a worthy  and  well  informed  gentle- 
man has  just  observed,  that,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Ma- 
ryland, for  an  example,  the  proportion  of  U.  S.  bills  in 
circulation  seems  ten  times  larger  than  ever  it  was  here- 
tofore. Such  proceedings  are  exceedingly  detrimental 
to  the  state  banks,  for  they  severely  embarrass  and  re- 
strict the  ordinary  operations  of  some  of  the  sound- 
est and  best  managed  of  them — but  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 
has  no  other  instrumentality  in  bringing  them  about  than 
naturally  flows  from  an  undoubted  confidence  in  its  abi- 
lity to  meet  its  engagements,  in  any  emergency — though 
the  hostility  of  “the  government”  be  superadded  to  the 
“pressure”  of  the  times! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  “at  the  knife’s  point  and 
the  knife  to  the  hilt”  (as  a certain  distinguished  legisla- 
tor has  beautifully  described  the  manner  in  which  he 


The  senate  may  have  erred,  and  it  is  highly  probable  that  they 
hare  erred,  in  liie  motives  which  have  actuated  them  to  reject 
the  government  directors.  But  tlie  president  has  committed 
an  error  in  disenssins  tha  motives  which  might  have  actuated 
them— and  upon  putting  on  an  hypothesis,  his  own  duty  of  no- 
minating to  the  senate,  officers  whose  appointment  is  called  for 
by  the  laws  of  the  land.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  from  the 
Globe,  that  the  president  is  about  to  nominate  other  directors  to 
the  senate.  The  president  puts  it  upon  the  ground,  that  the  se- 
nate have  not  avowed  their  rejection  of  the  former  directors, 
because  they  had  communicated  the  transactions  of  the  bank  to 
him — therefore,  as  they  have  not  maintained  this  principle,  he 
will  nominate  others.  We  have  not  had  time  to  look  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  congress  which  framed  the  bank  charter,  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  whether  this  function  of  reporting  to  the  exe- 
cutive by  the  government  directors  was  contemplated  at  the 
time. 
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would  fight),  the  bank  was  sjioken  of  as  a ‘•'■reptile  to  be 
crushed  at  xuill,  under  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  /rea- 
and  so  fools  believed,  and  silly  ones  rejoiced  at 
it,  for  they  knew  no  better,  being  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  real  state  of  the  bank,  as  well  as  of  the  imUii  e of  cur- 
rency— and  inflated,  also,  like  frogs  croaking  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a muddy  pool,  witii  delicious  ideas  of  tlieir  own 
importance,  and  tlie  power  of  their  own  “sweet  voices” 
to  perform  a requiem  over  the  bank.  But  their  croak- 
ings  only  made  common-sense  people  laugh — if  not  com- 
lelled  to  grieve  at  the  evils  which  ignorance  and  vanity 
lad  inflicted — for  the  “reptile”  ivoidd'nt  be  crushed! 
What  was  next  to  be  done.i*  Tlie  whole  flock  then 
“jumped  over  the  fence,”  and,  instead  of  “glory  ing”  over 
the  weakness  of  the  bank,  tht;y  abused  it  for  its  strength, 
and  simultaneously  shouted  “monster,”  “monster,” 
“monster!”  And  they  had  the  clfrontery — 'though  they 
said,  years  before,  that  the  bank  ought  to  commence  a re- 
tirement of  its  business — to  criminate  tiie  institution  for 
withholding  new  discounts!  Precious  consistency — 
“glorious”  demonstration  of  the  love  of  truth!  But  that 
story,  as  we  said  not  long  ago,  was  soon  kicked  out  of 
every  decent  company,  by  tlie  simple  shewing  of  the 
bank  that  it  had  not  i-educed  the  line  ol  its  discounts  to 
the  e.xtent  to  which  the  line  of  its  deposites  had  been 
reduced — though,  if  the  bank  must  die  at  the  expiration 
of  its  charter,  impudence  itself  should  not  have  blamed 
it  for  restraining  its  discounts.  It  is  a common  saying, 
and  too  often  seems  a true  one,  that  “•corporations  have 
no  souls;”  but,  in  tliis  instance,  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  has  shewn  us  that  it  has  one,  or  that  a sense  of  its 
own  interest,  to  prevent  a general  bankruptcy^  of  dealing 
men,  has  acted  in  the  place  of  a “soul;”  and  it  is  well, 
indeed,  that  the  bank  is  not  “the  monster”  wliich  it 
has  been  so  loudly  and  angrily  proclaimed:  that  certain 
considerations  which  enter  not  into  the  minds  of  its  ene- 
mies, which  have  no  home  in  their  bosoms,  induce  it  to 
restrain  its  power  to  do  that  harm  to  oihers  which 
others  designed  to  render  against  itself,  and  -would  still 
exert,  if  they  could!  We  do  not  envy  these  men  the  se- 
cret thoughts  of  their  own  hearts — 'the  compunctious  vi- 
sitations of  their  own  consciences! — for  we  presume  that 

even , must  “know  himself”  sufficiently  well  to  feel 

that  he  is  a contemptible  night-produced  “toad  stool,” 
and  a miserable  and  filthy  and  pestiferous  thing. 

In  the  present  stale  of  affairs,  we  could  not  advise 
the  directors  of  the  bank  (if  our  humble  opinion  were 
asked),  to  extend  their  circulation — yet  we  regret  to  ob- 
serve that  it  is  rapidly  diminishing.  Every'  hundred  dol- 
lars of  its  notes  withdrawn,  probably  contracts  the  gene- 
ral circulation  at  least  400  dollars  (for  its  notes  ai’e  better 
than  specie),  and  the  value  of  money  is  too  rapidly  ap- 
preciated, and  so  it  must  go  on.  But  what  can  the  bank 
do?  Can  it  be  asked,  at  this  season  of  peril,  to  extend 
its  business?  Certainly  not.  It  stands,  and  must  stand, 
“like  a strong  man  armed,”  between  a sound  currency 
and  a circulation  of  rag-money'— ^and  if  the  latter  pre- 
vails, as  many  well-judging  persons  fear  that  it  must,  the 
interests  of  the  bank  itself  w ill  be  exceedingly  injured. 
Here  are  the  horns  of  the  dilemma! — If  the  bank  in- 
creases its  circulation,  it  endangers  itself,  and  will  be 
also  grossly'  abused  for  doing  so,  because  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  expiration  of  its  charter — if  it  retires  its 
circulation,  (which  the  people  prefer  to  coin),  it  drains 
the  coin  out  of  the  state  banks,  and,  to  four  times  the 
amount  of  such  drains,  reduces  their  discounts  or  accom- 
modations to  the  public!  Hence  the  paralysis  in  busi- 
ness of  all  sorts,  which,  in  our  opinion,  has  only  just 
commenced.  There  are  peculiar  circumstances  which 
roust  urge  it  onward.  A part  of  the  public  debt,  (of  in- 
significant amount,  in  past  times,  but  now  a weiglity  con- 
cern), is  to  be  paid — and  certain  arrangements  eiitered 
into  at  New  Nork,  and,  perhaps,  other  places,  to  relieve 
the  pressure  on  business-men,  have  passed  the  period  for 
which  they  were  entered  into.  We  hope  that  they  may 
be  renewed.  The  necessity  of  relief  is  every  day  more 
and ‘more  apparent.  Distress  gathers  force  as  it  pro- 
ceeds. And  the  deposite  banks  cannot  long  render  th(; 
relief  that  was  expected  of  them,  through  the  use  of  the 
ublic  deposites — fi>r,  if  the  ordinary  amount  of  money  s 
e appropriated,  “the  government”  will  not  have  a “sur- 
plus,” at  the  end  of  a few  montits. 


The  patriotic  idea  of  breaking  or  “crushing”  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  lias  been  abandoned!  It  may  die  a 
naturid  death,  but  all  the  power  of  “the  government” 
cannot  kill  it  before  its  time!  And,  though  the  bank 
cannot  be  killed,  it  may  prostrate  its  tens  of  thousands  of 
the  people,  and  must,  in  self  defence,  unless  the  hostile 
jiroceedings  against  it  are  suspended,  if  not  retraced— 
whether  the  cliai  ler  sb.'dl  be  renewed  in  a modified  form, 
or  tlie  idea  of  continuing  a national  bank  be  altogether 
thrown  aside. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  business  and  currency  of  the 
United  Slates,  the  notion  of  a sudden  reversion  to  a me- 
tallic medium,  is  worthy  only  the  mind  of  a straight- 
waistcoated  maniac.  It  is  iinpo-ssiblc , unless  in  the  al- 
most universal  ruin  of  all  who  do  not  bold  public  offices, 
and  feed  at  the  public  ci  ib.  'Fhesc  might  fatten  on  the 
agonies  of  honest  men,  if  paid  in  coin,  or  its  equivalent, 
as  they  are  now.  It  is  the  part  of  eveiy  honest  man  to 
wish  the  preservation  of  a sound  curiency;  and  we  fear- 
lessly assert  that  we  have  the  best  currency  in  the.  world, 
in  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  being  unde- 
niably better  than  hard  dollars,  because  of  the  reduced 
risk  in  keeping,  or  cost  of  transporting  moneys  from 
place  to  place. 

The  bank  has  a mighty  power.  It  has  the  strength  of 
a giant — but  does  not  exert  it.  The  state  banks  stand  in 
the  relation  of  rivals  to  it,  being  engaged  in  the  same  bu- 
siness; but  where  is  the  state  bank  that  asks  the  abolition 
of  a bank  of  the  United  Stales?  What  possible  better 
evidence  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  hank  can  be  offered, 
than  in  the  imposing  fact  suggested — the  almost  universal 
testimony  of  intelligent  men,  who  know  and  feel  that  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  being  a “monster,” 
with  the  will  to  cripple  and  destroy  the  state  institutions, 
is  always  ready,  and  never  has  refused,  to  sustain  such  of 
them  as  had  just  claims  to  a liberal  support.  If  it  be  said 
that  such  is  the  interest  of  the  bank,  (as  we  believe  that 
it  i.s),  so  much  the  better!  The  strongest  guard  against 
the  doing  of  wrong,  is  to  make  it  a person’s  interest  to 
do  right. 

The  power  of  the  bank  has  been  as  well  derived  from 
the  intelligent  and  prudential  administration  of  its  con- 
cerns, as  from  the  ignorance  and  vanity  of  those  who 
would  have  “crushed”  it.  It  was  as  though  a parcel  of 
children,  putting  to  sea  on  a float  of  loose  boards,  and  arm- 
ed with  elder-bush  pop-guns,  charged  with  chewed  paper, 
had  made  an  attack  upon,  and  demanded  the  surrender 
of,  the  CoNSTi'ruTiON  frigate — when  commanded  by  a 
Htdl,  Bainbridge  or  Stewart,  and  manned  by  500  Ame- 
ricans whose  “home  is  on  the  deep!”  And  then,  though 
the  precaution  of  even  closing  the  ports  of  the  frigate 
should  not  be  made — though  not  a single  swivel,  charged 
w'ith  grains  of  sand  only,  .should  be  fired  by  her' — who 
would  not  laugh  when  they  heard  her  called  a “monster,” 
for  the  simple  reason  that  she  would  not  haul  down  the 
stripes  and  stars  at  the  bidding  of  such  an  enemy?  But 
this  is  not  all — the  ripples  of  the  water  against  her  “iron 
sides”  shakes  into  pieces  the  floats  of  boards,  and  her 
boats  are  hoisted  out  to  save  the  you7ig  07ies  who  would 
have  .sunk  her — if  they  could  !f 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  article,  it  is  mentioned 
that  large  amounts  of  specie  were  deposited  in  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  obtain  its  notes.  We  learn,  how- 
ever, that,  in  many  cases,  such  exchange  is  refused  by  the 
bank — and  for  these  reasons,  that  the  bank  generally  pre- 
fers its  own  notes  to  specie' — having  an  ample  sufficiency 
of  the  latter,  and  not  knowing  to  what  foul  purposes  the 

* We  have  some  truly  laughable  accounts  of  the  cozenings  of 
some  of  the  “perish  credit”  memhers  of  congress,  to  obtain  bills 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  in  exchange  for  those  which 
are  paid  them  in  Washington,  ^re  these  men  honest!  How 
modest  is  it  in  them,  to  recommend  to  others  that  which  they 
will  not  take  themselves!  They  talk  about  a “metallic  curren- 
cy,” and  yet  beg  for  accommodations  from  the  office  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stale.-'.  Let  them  send  or  carry  liome,  the  bills 
of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolij.! 

fThe  bank  has  comparatively  increased  the  amoniit  of  its  ac- 
ccimrnodaiions— and,  with  all  the  ilisfiosition  that  prevails  to 
misrepresent  and  distort  the  proceedings  of  its  directors,  has  a 
single  instance  of  oppression  been  preferred  and  sustained 
against  Ihem.^  The  demands  on  other  banks  have  been  mode- 
rately urged,  and  in  many  instances  postponed;  ami  in  cases  of 
emergency  tile  coin  and  eredit  of  this  bank  buve  been  freely 
tendered  to  stale  banks. 
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former  may  be  appropriated  by  malignant  persons;  and 
it  often  happens  that  from  one  to  two  per  cent,  in  coin, 
is  offered  as  a premium  for  notes  of  this  bank,  and  re- 
fused. This  is  llie  natural  result  of  the  war  that  prevails 
against  the  institution — a war  of  “the  government”  against 
seven  millions  of  the  people’s  own  money  vested  in  the 
capital  of  the  bank!  And  besides,  it  is  rather  the  interest 
of  the  bank  to  injport  specie  at  die  present  rates  of  ex- 
change, than  to  gather  it  from  the  vaults  of  the  local  banks, 
uidess  in  necessary  settlement  of  balances  due. 

The  imbecility  of  those  who  made  war  upon  the  bank 
had  two  leading  causes — first,  the  veto  of  the  president 
on  the  bill  for  rechartering  the  bank,  was  a war  against 
both  houses  of  congress— and  the  removal  of  the  deposites 
as  well  a war  against  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  as 
against  the  house  of  representatives,  which  had,  at  the  last 
session,  by  a vote  of  109  to  46,  declared  the  public  mo- 
ney safe  in  this  institution;  and  now,  perhaps,  there  is 
hardly  one  man  in  a hundred  who  can  “read,  rite  and 
sipher  to  the  rule  of  three,”  being  engaged  in  any  sort 
of  business,  that,  in  the  secret  of  his  own  heart,  regards 
the  removal  of  the  deposites  as  a wise  or  proper  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  president.  It  is  almost  universally 
reprobated  by  the  thinking  men,  though  party  will  not 
permit  some  to  confess  it,  openly.  The  people  then,  who 
had  power  over  this  subject,  were  not  on  the  side  of  “the 
government,”  and  the  imbecility  of  the  latter  is  shewn  in 
the  manner  stated  above.  The  moral  force  of  the  coun- 
try is  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  president,  to  say  no- 
thing of  the  sacrifices  of  property  and  of  comfort  which 
his  measures  have  already  caused. 

We  shall  make  another  remark,  and  conclude,  intend- 
ing to  refer  to  the  fact  more  fully  at  a future  day.  The 
bank  is  complained  of  as  a “monopoly,”  kc.  But  what 
was  the  origin  of  this  bank^  Was  it  the  contrivance  of 
capitalists,  or  a project  of  the  government,  to  redeem  the 
republic  of  a disordered  currency  and  re-establish  public 
aud  private  credit?  It  loas  the  latter!  And  if  the  pre- 
sent bank  shall  be  destroyed,  the  same  causes  will  pro- 
duce the  same  effects,  and  we  shall  have  another  bank ! 
But  why  not  profit  by  past  experience?  Must  we  be  re- 
peatedly “brayed  in  a mortar”  to  maintain  vivid  recol- 
lections of  pains  endured? 

The  reports  that  difficulties  have  occurred  betw'een  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  (sent  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States),  and  the  president  and  directors  of  that 
institution,  have  been  continued — and,  indeed,  the  return 
of  the  committee  seems  to  have  been  daily  expected;  but 
things  have  not  yet  proceeded  to  that  extremity. 

We  gather  from  these  reports,  [how  far  they  are  true 
■we  pretend  not  to  form  an  opinion],  that  the  committee 
had  claimed  not  only  the  private  possession  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  as  s^ted  in  our  last,  but  copies  of  all  letters 
“on  any  subject  in  any  way  connected  with  the  bank,  or 
the  public  deposites,  or  private  affairs,  which  the  officers 
of  the  bank  may  have  received  from  members  of  con- 
gress, within  the  last  two  years” — of  course,  this  demand 
was  refused:  for,  as  the  “National  Intelligencer”  well 
observes,  “So  jealous  were  the  people  of  this  country,  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  that  a provision  was  introduced 
into  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  expressly  se- 
curing the  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  pa- 
pers, effects,  kc.  ‘against  unreasonable  searches  and  sei- 
zures. ’ What  can  be  more  unreasonable  than  the  gener- 
al seizure  of  the  correspondence  of  the  members  of  con- 
gress, without  warrant,  by  the  assumed  authority  of  a 
committee  of  congress  ’”  And  besides,  the  w hole  power 
of  congress  is  contained  in  the  following  clause  of  the 
charter  of  the  hank— “That  it  shall,  at  all  times,  be  law- 
ful for  a committee  of  either  house  of  congress,  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  this  charter  have 
been,  by  the  same,  violated  or  not.”  This  is  the  whole 
power. 

'pere  is  no  possible  right  in  the  committee  to  make 
either  ot  the  pmands  stated,  and  there  would  be  a gross 
impropriety  in  listening  to  either  of  them.  They  are 
claims  that  could  not  be  made  on  the  part  of  a portion 
even  of  the  directors  of  any  bank,  unless  under  a special 
order  of  the  board,  in  some  particular  emergency.  ^Ve 


roust  needs  think  that  tlie  committee  well  knew  that  such 
claims  would  not,  and  could  not,  be  honored — and  that 
the  effect  of  a refusal  of  them  w as  calculated.  We  un- 
derstand that  a long  correspondence  has  taken  place  on 
these  subjects.  There  is  a plain  and  acknowledged  and 
legal  remedy  in  “the  government,”  provided  by  the 
charter,  to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated or  not — by  a writ  of  scire  facias.  This  is  indeed 
the  only  remedy  provided — if  resorted  to,  the  bank  will 
promptly  plead  to  it;  but  dares  not  encourage  such  an 
espoinage  as  is  now  for  the  first  time  attempted  in  the 
United  States. 

We  have  yet  another  “explosion” — as  follows: 

JIAUVLANU  SAVl.NGS  1 NSTlTfTIOX, 

May  fth,  1834. 

9(5“The  board  of  directors  deem  it  advisable,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  suspend  the  operations  of  this 
institution,  as  relates  to  the  receipt  and  payment  of  de- 
posites for  the  present — and  until  further  notice. 

The  stockholders  are  invited  to  attend  a meeting  at 
Scotti’s  long  room,  in  South  street,  on  Thursday  next,  at 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  consider  and  decide  on 
the  course  to  be  pursued  in  settling  the  affairs  of  the  in- 
stitution.The  holders  of  certificates  of  special  depo- 
sites are  informed,  that  they  will  be  received  in  payment 
of  debts  due  the  institution — and  all  moneys  deposited  or 
left  in  charge  of  the  institution  this  day,  will  be  returned 
to  those  entitled.  All  notes  deposited  for  collection,  by 
persons  not  indebted  to  the  institution,  will  be  delivered 
to  the  depositors. 

It  is  believed  by  the  board  of  directors,  that  in  decid- 
ing on  the  present  suspension,  they  have  adopted  a mea- 
sure which  will  tend  to  secure  full  payment  of  all  the  de- 
posites in  the  institution.  Bv  order  of  the  board, 

J.' HUTCHINS,  treasurer. 

This  institution  was  a large  depository  of  the  moneys,  or 
savings,  of  the  productive  classes,  and  its  operations  were 
extensive.  If  we  except  the  bank  of  Maryland,  [which 
failed  sometime  ago),  there  neither  was,  nor  is,  in  this  city, 
any  corporate  body  which  could  have  [directly]  borne  so 
heavily  on  the  industrious  and  hard-working  and  econo- 
mical citizens  of  Baltimore.  A doubt  has,  for  several 
weeks,  existed  as  to  its  ability  to  meet  its  engagements; 
and  a great  sum  has  been  drawn  from  it,  in  consequence 
of  that  doubt:  but  a greater  sum  remains  that  could  not 
be  promptly  drawn,  notice  of  the  intention  to  withdraw 
being  required,  and  we  see  the  result  as  above  stated. 
It  is  believed  that  the  institution  may  pay  all  its  debts 
in  a reasonable  time,  if  able  to  make  reasonable  collec- 
tions of  those  which  are  due  to  it,  and  leave  something 
for  the  stockholders;  for,  at  the  last  settlement  of  its  at- 
airs,  there  was  a large  appai’ent  sum  in  surplus  profits. 
We  have  not,  however,  any  particular  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  this  establishment. 

A great  crowd  collected  about  the  building  on  Wed- 
nesday morning,  and  a deep  feeling  of  distress  w as  ma- 
nifested, especially  on  the  part  of  several  females;  but  the 
people  conducted  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner,  and 
if  any  had  a disposition  to  create  a riot,  it  w as  restrained 
tor  the  want  of  co-operating  spirits. 

In  a community  so  pressed  down  as  that  of  this  city, 
every  event  of  this  sort  adds  a ten-fold  pressure  to  the 
real  amount  of  the  difficulty  itself  by  diminishing  public 
confideince — for  thousands  of  false  reports  are  put  afloat, 
though  there  are  enoughoi  bad  ones  in  circulation  that  are 
true — and  the  end  of  these  things  is  not  near  at  hand! 
No  man  can  calculate  the  ending  of  them.  There  is  not  a 
single  ray  of  light  to  guide  us  through  the  gloom  that  en- 
compasses us.  We  have  only  to  fear  the  what  next? 

Several  gentlemen  have  requested  usto  publish  and  pre- 
serve lists  of  the  presidents  and  directors  of  the  several 
corporations  that  have  failed  in  this  city,  that  they  may  be 
easily  referred  to;  and  also  suggested,  that  certain  close 

*The  mebtiiij' was  hcld,.'imi  a general  »iaiemenlorihe  affairs 
of  the  institution  has  been  published.  In  the  u,>o  of  gross  sum.N, 
it  shews  a balanced  account — the  responsibiliiies  and  apparent 
means  being  each  $896,082  80— but  notliing  is  staled  by  wbicli 
the  validity  of  the  means  may  be  tested,  nor  is  any  opinion  ex- 
pressed of  the  solvency  of  the  establi.shmenl.  The  subject  has 
been  referred  to  an  excellent  committee  of  five  persons,  \»ho 
are  expected  to  make  a report  on  or  before  the  19tli  inst. 
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investigations  should  be  commenced  by  us,  as  in  times 
past,  when  at  war  with  the  “rag-barons,”  &c.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  former  as  we  understand  it,  is  in  the  way  of 
reproof,  that  some  worthy  men  should  have  permitted  the 
use  of  their  names  to  sanction  proceedings  that  have 
turned  out  so  calamitous.  It  is  a great  misfortune,  that 
such  persons  have  so  acted — for  so  it  is,  in  many  cases, 
that  they  wei-e  as  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  institu- 
tions to  which  they  were  attached,  as  ot  things  happen- 
ing in  Kamschatska — seldom  meeting,  and  then  as  if  only 
to  make  up  a board ! But  they  ought  to  be  held  responsi- 
ble to  the  public,  in  one  -way  or  another. 

The  general  subject,  however,  is  one  that,  on  account 
of  its  locality,  we  are  indisposed  to  meddle  with — for  our 
local  circulation  is  very  limited;  and,  as  we  never  have, 
we  do  not  choose  now,  to  lumber  our  pages  with  local 
affairs.*  And  withall,  injustice  might  be  rendered  to 
some  individuals:  for  monetary  negotiations  which  appear- 
ed highly  prudent  and  proper  before  “the  fell  e.xperi- 
ment”  began,  and  when  cash  courted  credit— would  now 
seem  to  have  been  the  result  of  insane  calculations  of 
means.  The  people  are  not  always  willing  to  make  right- 
ful allowances  for  altered  circumstances — and  yet  it  is 
these  which  determine  some  of  the  most  important  events 
of  our  lives.  Principles  do  not  change;  but  the  practice 
on  principles  is  at  all  times  subject  to  various  muta- 
tions. Who  that  made  an  engagement  in  September  last 
to  pay  money  in  May,  present,  and  thought  himself  act- 
ing wisely — ^does  not  regret  the  proceeding,  if  of  a nature 
that  it  might  have  been  avoided  at  the  time!  One  thou- 
sand dollars  in  ready  money  now,  seems  worth  more  than 
1,500  dollars  were  worth  then — and  is  certainly  harder  to 
get  the  possession  of.  Still  we  believe  that  there  has  been 
much  excessively  imprudent  conduct,  (if  not  fraudulent 
intention),  in  some  of  the  persons  connected  with  these 
bankrupted  institutions. 

The  glory  of  “the  experiment”  is  more  and  more  ma- 
nifest every  day.  In  our  last  paper  we  published  an  ac- 
count of  the  cotton  spindles  which  had  been  stopped  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Providence,  R.  I.  being  70,400 — we 
have  now  to  add  the  following,  from  the  “Providence 


Journal.” 

Albion,  (more  than  stated), 2,100 

Edward  Walcott, 3,500 

George  Wilkinson, 2,000 

J.  F.  W’^aleott, 2,000 

J.  Burbank, 1,700 

John  Gardener, 2,500 

John  Slater,  (Jewitt  city), 1,500 

15,300 

Number  before  stated,... 70,400 

Additional, 15,300 


Total,  at  this  lime  85,700 


One  of  the  letter  writers  from  Washington  states  a 
curious  circumstance  which  happened  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives on  the  2d  inst.  as  follows:  Mr.  Chilton — 
having  the  floor  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Jarvis  for  in- 
quiring into  to  the  condition  of  the  District  banks— made 
good  his  statement,  that  he  had  an  important  fact  to  com- 
municate respecting  the  pet  there,  the  bank  of  the  Metro- 
polis, and  said  that  the  bank  had  violated  its  charter,  by 
the  issue  of  one  dollar  bills,  “with  the  connivance  and 
sanction  of  the  government.” 

“This  is  no  statement,  (says  the  account),  unsustained  by 
proof,  for  Mr.  C.  exhibited  the  proof,  read  the  note  in  his  place 
in  the  house,  and  on  its  face  it  purported  to  have  the  usual 
vignette— bank  of  the  Metropolis,  selected  depository  of  the 
government^and  was  endorsed  Washington,  6lh  November, 
1833,  pay  one  dollar  to  S.  Potter,  agent  of  the  treasury  depart- 
mest,  and  afterwards  payable  to  F.  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe, 
the  official  paper;  through  whose  hands  it  came  with  others, 
and  was  so  endorsed.  See.  &c.!!!  Mr.  C.  then  placed  in  juxta 
position,  the  clause  by  which  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  de- 
clared to  be  violated,  if  it  should  issue  any  note  or  bill  of  a 
less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  The  bane  and  antidote 
were  both  before  them.” 


*This  work  owes  but  little  to  Baltimore  for  its  support.  For 
one  dollar  received  of  its  citizens,  the  editor  has  brought  from 
distant  places  thirty  or  forty  dollars  to  be  expended  among 
them,  it  is  therefore  manifest  that  he  cannot  go  into  a special 
examination  of  things  that  are  local  in  their  nature,  and  would 
involve,  perhaps,  an  occupancy  of  the  chief  part  of  his  pages, 
which  more  belong  to  the  people  of  several  of  the  states,  than 
to  those  of  Maryland,  including  the  city  of  Baltimore. 


There  are  several  other  matters  preferred  against  thi 
bank — and  it  seems  probable  that  the  fact  shewn  by  Mr 
Chilton  will  lead  to  an  investigation  of  its  affairs,  which 
it  seemed  resolved  should  not  be  made:  it  being  de- 
nied in  the  house  that  congress  had  power  to  examine 
even  into  the  solvency  of  the  bank  of  tire  Metropolis, 
though  a place  of  deposite  of  the  public  money ! 

The  following  from  a late  London  paper,  will  not  fail 
to  claim  the  serious  attention  of  thinking  persons.  It  is 
true  to  the  letter,  except  that  the  party  which  has  power 
to  relieve  the  misery  of  the  people,  is  engaged  in  an 
“experiment,”  and  will  not. 

The  uiip.-iralleled  emli.arrassments  amongst  the  commercial 
classes  of  the  United  Stales,  have  produced  a great  stagnation 
in  the  trade  between  this  country  and  that  recently  flourishing 
rc|)ublic.  The  numerous  failures  which  have  occurred  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  the  other  cities  of  the 
union,  have  been  fell  both  directly  and  indirectly  in  England. 
Directly  in  their  effect  on  individual  firms,  and  indirectly  in 
their  effect  on  the  general  state  of  credit.  There  is,  of  course, 
a great  indisposition  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  to  risk  goods, 
or  to  enter  into  coniniercial  transactions  at  present,  in  a coun- 
try in  which  undoubted  solvency  and  unblemished  integrity  are 
no  securities  against  embarrassiDeni  and  ruin,  and  the  commer- 
cial classes  on  the  other  side  find  too  much  difficulty  in  meet- 
ing their  engagements  in  the  present  disordered  stale  of  trade 
and  suspension  of  credit,,  to  have  either  disposition  or  ability  to 
extend  their  concerns. 

Thus  the  prospects  of  a vast  and  profitable  trade  with  the 
United  States,  which  only  a few  months  since  seemed  so  bright, 
have  been  clouded,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell  when  the  cloud 
shall  pass  away.  A rancorous  spirit  of  party  seems  to  have 
destroyed  every  thing  like  reasonableness  in  the  government. 
Under  these  circustances,  the  close  and  intimate  connection 
between  the  American  republic  and  the  British  empire,  com- 
pels us  to  endure  a considerable  share  of  the  inconvenience 
resulting  from  the  embarrassments  of  our  trans  atlantic  friends 
and  customers.  The  exports  of  iron,  woollen  goods,  cutlery, 
hosiery,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  all  other  articles,  have  re- 
ceived a severe  check,  from  which  they  will  not  recover  until 
the  Americans  and  their  government  recover  their  senses. 
When  that  will  be  it  is  impossible  to  guess,  for  up  to  the  latest 
accounts,  the  exasperation  of  all  parlies  seem  only  to  be  in- 
creased by  the  increasing  misery  of  every  class  of  the  people. 
Each  party  lays  the  blame  on  the  other,  and  none  does  any 
thing  to  restore  public  or  private  confidence. 

Mr.  Schott,  president  of  the  Girard  bank,  at  Philadel- 
phia, has  oflioially  notified  the  stockholders  that  the  con- 
tract with  the  United  States,  for  the  receipt  of  the  public 
deposites,  will  “cease  and  determine”  on  the  1st  July 
next. 

It  is  mentioned  that  Mr.  Btish  has  resigned  his  clerk- 
ship to  the  committee  examining  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
with  a view  to  his  nomination  as  a “government  direc- 
tor” of  that  institution. 

Two  manufacturers  of  btiUons,  in  Easthampton,  Mass, 
have  recently  discharged  more  th^in  fifteen  hundred  work- 
ing people — because  of  the  want  of  demand  for  their  pro- 
ducts, in  the  want  of  money  or  credit  to  purchase  them. 
The  discharged  are  chiefly  females. 

United  States  bank  stock  at  New  York,  May  3 — 107^. 

The  packet  ship  Ontario  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
London,  with  350,000  dollars  in  specie. 

The  business  at  the  gold  mines  of  Georgia  is  said  to 
be  very  profitable  just  now,  and  that  it  will  yield  an  in- 
terest of  15  or  20  per  cent,  profit  on  the  labor  and  capital 
employed  last  year.  An  Irishman  named  Thomas  G. 
Bowen  had  withheld  a deposite  of  14,955  dwts.  of  gold 
for  the  bank  of  Darien,  and  elojted  with  the  property. 
A teller  in  the  Mechanics  and  Traders’  bank  of  New 
Orleans,  has  also  removed  several  thousand  dollars  of  the 
deposites,  without  assigning  any  “reasons”  for  so  doing. 

The  Jackson  party  has  succeeded  in  the  election  of  con- 
stables in  the  district  of  Southwark,  (Philadelphia),  by  a 
larger  majority  than  usual;  and  also  in  the  election  of 
mayor,  See.  in  the  new  city  of  Brooklyn,  (opposite  New 
York),  by  a smaller  majority  than  usual;  but  has  been 
defeated  in  every  ward  of  the  city  of  .,‘ilhany,  and  by  an 
aggregate  majority  of  475  votes.  So  also  at  Catskill, 
which^  in  1831,  gave  a large  Jackson  majority. 
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The  borough  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  hitherto  one 
of  the  strongest  holds  of  tlie  administration,  has  elected 
anti-Jackson  officers.  Such  a result  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  expected  by  one  party,  and  was  unhoped  for 
by  the  other. 

The  committee  of  the  five  first  wards  of  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  charged  with  a certain  “instruction”  to  Air. 
jyicKun,  have  made  a very  able  and  elaborate  report  on 
the  subject— which  sliall  be  noticed  when  like  returns 
from  Anne  Arundel  county  are  received. 

A large  “Jackson  Republican”  meeting  was  held^  in 
Monument  Square,  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday  evening 
last.  As  we  have  published  the  resolutions  passed  at  the 
other  meeting,  we  shall  give  those  passed  at  this. 

A memorial  was  lately  offered  in  the  senate,  by  Mr. 
McKean^  from  certain  '•'■democratic-republican-Jackson- 
Wolf-citizens'"  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  “New-York  Courier”  says  that  of  85  persons  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  for  the  reception  of  the 
newly  elected  mayor,  more  than  forty  are  office-holders. 

A lively  report  has  prevailed  that  gov.  Tazerwell,  of 
Virginia,  will  speedily  convene  the  new  legislature, 
because  of  the  present  state  of  public  afiairs.  Such  a 
proceeding  might  have  a powerful  effect  in  these  peril- 
ous times;  but  the  season  is  exceedingly  inconvenient  to 
the  members,'and  the  expense  not  to  be  disregarded,  un- 
less the  necessity  shall  become  manifest. 

There  is  a majority  in  every  county  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
district,  in  Virginia,  against  his  political  course,  and  the 
entire  vote  not  less  than  two  to  one  against  the  adminis- 
tration. Mr.  LoyaWs  district  shews  more  than  two  to 
one  against  his  votes  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

We  may  insert  some  amusing  paragraphs,  in  the  way 
of  prophecies  concerning  the  late  elections  in  Virginia, 
or  as  attempts  to  soften  down  the  result — which,  it  is  dis- 
tinctly stated,  shews  a majority  of  at  least  tiventy-five 
against  tlie  administration.  It  is  supposed  that  this  num- 
ber will  be  much  increased,  when  the  legislature  meets, 
in  consequence  of  the  “protest.” 

Several  of  the  newspapers  are  toickedly  republish- 
ing Mr.  Benton’s  famous  speech  of  May  4,  1826,  on 
executive  powers,  patronage,  privileges,  &c.  It  is  really 
an  amusing  article— an  “entire”  reform  one;  and  we  iti- 
vite  our  numerous  friends  who  preserve  files  of  the  Re- 
sister,  to  refer  to  vol.  36  page  292,  that  they  may  have 
a hearty  and  long  laugh;  and,  in  times  like  these,  every 
man  who  causes  a laugh  should  be  regarded  a -‘public 
benefactor!” 

The  New  York  Standard  thinks  it  a small  matter  that 
114,918  names  are  signed  topetitionspraying  for  a re- 
storation of  the  deposites,  and  only  8,751  against  the  re- 
storation. What  is  115,000  to  the  13,000,000  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  ? But  are  not  these  thirteen  millions 
subject  to  some  small  considerations?  In  the  first  place, 
about  three  millions  on  account  of  persons  of  color — then 
a fev>  millions  for  women  and  children — iheti  other  mil- 
lions for  persons  w'ho  have  had  no  opportunity  to  sign  a 
memorial,  and  then  a large  number  for  aliens  and  pau- 
pers, and  others,  who  have  no  right  to  sign. 

The  publication  of  the  JVetv  York  Standard  \\a^  ceas- 
ed. It  was  one  of  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  the  ad- 
ministration in  the  United  States.  The  “New  York 
Evening  Post”  now  stands  alone  in  that  city,  and  is  much 
disposed  to  run  down  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  collector  of 
the  port,  and  certain  others  of  the  custom  house-officers 
— saying  that  there  are  offences  of  a '•'^political  nature 
that  should  have  been  enquired  into.” 

Mr.  Foot  has  left  his  seat  in  congress  to  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  governor  of  Connecticut,  and  so  also  has 
Mr.  Lawrence  to  take  bis  place  as  mayor  of  New  York. 


Col.  Crockett  is  yet  on  his  “/07t>er”  to  the  north,  and 
has  much  amused  the  people  by  his  originalities,  and  the 
broad  good  humor  that  plays  on  his  “honest  face.” 

The  cholera  is  bad  among  the  boats  on  the  western 
waters — several  of  them,  (ascending),  have  lost  from  5 
to  20  passengers — one  lost  8 cabin  passengers.  Several 
U.  S.  soldiers  had  died  on  board  the  steamboat  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  governor  of  Rhode  Island  has  issued  a w-arrant 
convening  the  old  house  of  representatives,  stating  that 
doubts  are  entej-tained  whether  a quoinim  of  senators  has 
been  chosen  by  the  people,  and  that  it  will  be  necessai-y 
for  the  house  to  take  steps  suited  to  the  emergency. 

'The  condition  of  things  in  this  state  seems  awkward 
enough.  In  1832,  says  a Providence  paper,  the  Jackson 
legislature  passed  a law  providing  for  the  continuance  of 
the  governor  and  senate  in  office  in  case  of  a non-election 
by  the  people.  They  endeavored  to  set  aside  the  elec- 
tion of  VIr.  Robbins,  as  United  States  senator,  and  to  sub- 
stitute Elisha  R.  Potter  for  a vacancy  which  had  not  hap- 
pened. Mr.  Potter  having  been  rejected,  they  repealed 
this  same  law,  and  now  on  the  very  last  day  of  their  po- 
litical existence,  this  old  house  of  representatives  has 
been  summoned  to  re-enact  this  same  law,  without  which 
the  state  would  be  without  any  government  at  all.” 

In  the  first  week  of  the  late  opening  of  the  New  York 
canals,  the  gross  receipts  on  the  whole  of  them,  amount- 
ed to  the  large  sum  of  :^44,642  42. 

The  Pennsylvania  canals  have  been  doing  a good  busi- 
ness for  some  time.  Their  openitig  considerably  pre- 
ceded that  of  the  New  York  canals,  and  a spirited  com- 
petition prevails  to  obtain  the  trade  of  the  “great  west.” 

Belgium  docs  not  appear  to  have  gained  much  by  the 
revolution  and  separation  from  Holland.  Nearly  all  the 
merchants  have  departed  for  and  located  themselves  in 
the  latter — and  from  the  following  it  appears  that  the 
manufacturers  are  also  moving  away — 

A letter  from  Antwerp,  in  a Ghent  journal  says — “The 
hotise  of  William  Wood,  Leaven  & Son,  of  this  city  has 
sold  to  the  clergy  the  extensive  buildings  in  which  they 
carry  on  their  manufactures  of  muslin.  It  is  intended  to 
convert  this  building  into  a convent  for  nuns.  Before  the 
revolution,  Mr.  Wood  gave  employment  to  about  1,500 
persons  in  Antwerp,  and  5,000  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
He  is  now  going  to  settle  at  Amsterdam,  where  he  al- 
ready has  a house  under  his  own  name.  Blessed  effects 
of  our  revolution  I” 

There  is  yet  a great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  South  Caro- 
lina on  account  of  the  test  oath  required  of  militia  offi- 
cers. Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  we  must 
think — if  even  believing  that  a right  exists  to  impose  such 
an  obligation,  it  is  expedient,  at  least,  to  defer  an  exertion 
of  it. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

In  tlie  night  of  the  29th  ult.  the  range  of  houses,  called  the 
Phenix  buildings,  at  the  corner  of  Wall  and  Water  streets,  N. 
York,  were,  with  the  chief  part  of  their  contents,  consumed  by 
fire.  It  broke  out  in  the  fifth  »tory.  There  were  many  tenants 
in  these  buildings.  The  printing  establishment  of  the  Mercan- 
tile  Jidveriiser  and  New  York  Jidvocate  was  in  the  4lh  story, 
and  all  the  presses,  types,  &c.  were  lost— but  happily  insured. 
The  publication  of  this  valuable  paper  was  resumed  on  the  5ih 
inst.  and  its  appearance  is  much  improved.  The  total  loss  of 
property  by  this  fire  is  not  stated,  hut  it  must  have  been  a I.irge 
one.  The  loftiness  of  the  building  rendered  it  impossible  to 
check  tlie  progress  of  the  flames  until  they  had  acquired  a pow-- 
er  that  was  irresistible  unless  after  the  mass  of  combustible 
matter  was  nearly  exhausted. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  says— “We  are  hap- 
py to  learn  that  the  money  amounting  to  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, belonging  to  the  Morris  and  Delaw’are  canal  company, 
which  was  lost  a few  days  ago,  has,  every  dollar  of  it,  been  re- 
stored. The  recovery,  we  understand,  was  efiVeted  at  the  con- 
fessional—and  it  deserves  to  be  known  that  unwearied  and 
most  laudable  pains  have  been  taken  by  the  very  reverend  Dr. 
Power,  and  the  other  Catholic  clergymen  in  our  city,  for  some 
time  past,  to  accomplish  the  restoration.  The  company  is  in- 
debted for  it  to  the  immediate  iustruroontality  of  the  former 
gentleman. 
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There  ie  a new  town  called  “Grand  Gulf”  on  the  Missipsip- 
pi,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Black  river,  about  50  miles  above 
Natchez.  It  has  only  four  years’ growth,  but  contains  600  or 
700  inhabitants,  and  many  good  honsc.s  ar4d  extensive  mercan- 
lile  e.stablishmenls.  Upwards  of  33,000  bales  of  cotton  were 
shipped  from  it  last  year.  The  Big  Black  river  extends  be- 
tween 3 and  400  miles  into  the  interior,  and  for  a long  distance 
is  navigable  by  steamboats. 

The  cholera  made  its  appearance  at  the  plantation  of  Mr.  B. 
Smith,  one  mile  from  Pori  Gibson,  Mississippi,  about  the  1st  of 
April,  and,  up  to  the  10th,  there  had  been  forty-two  cases  and 
six  deaths.  The  paper  of  the  lllh  states  that  no  additional 
case  had  occurred.  There  had  been  one  or  two  cases  in  the 
town,  but  no  deaths. 

A stout,  athletic  man  by  the  name  of  Samuel  Book,  ofLaw- 
renceburg,  Indiana,  died  at  Natchez,  two  or  three  weeks  since, 
of  cholera.  He  was  on  his  way  home  from  New  Orleans.  The 
Natchez  Standard  says,  “Ilis  case  was  purely  one  of  accident, 
and  now-a-days  quite  common  to  persons  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances— exposure  to  the  weather,  and  carelessness  in  the 
choice  of  food  and  general  mode  of  living.” 

The  debt  due  by  the  city  of  Boston,  on  the  1st  of  the  present 
«noruh,  was  $1,078,088  28.  The  amount  of  bonds  and  notes 
held  by  the  city  wa.s  $157,125  94— leaving  a nett  balance 
against  it  of  $920,962  34.  This  city  owns  much  valuable  pro- 
perty. 

The  steamboat  United  States,  capt.  Van  de  Water,  touched 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river.  Lake  Ontario,  a few  days 
ago,  with  1,000  passengers! 

The  steamboat  St.  Louis  exploded  on  the  12th  ult.  on  the 
dipper  Mississippi,  and  12  or  14  persons  were  killed  or  serious- 
ly wounded.  She  was  bound  for  Galena. 

The  ship  Tuscany  which  made  .so  successful  a trip  to  Cal- 
cutta, with  a cargo  of  ice,  is  again  fitting  out  for  llie  same 
voyage,  from  Boston,  with  a cargo  of  the  like  description. 
Another  vessel  will  be  despatched  for  Bombay,  and  the  day 
is  not  far  removed  when  we  may  behold  ice  as  one  of  the  staple 
exportations  of  the  north. 

At  a public  sale  of  the  balance  of  the  property  of  Mr.  Boulig- 
ny,  in  New  Orleans,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  we  observe  it  staled 
that  48  slaves  were  sold  for  the  sum  of  forty  txv»  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

The  Maryland  state  colonization  society  have  succeeded  in 
purchasing  and  commencing  the  settlement  of  a tract  of  land 
at  cape  Palmas,  in  Africa,  to  which  they  have  given  llie  name 
of  Maryland.  It  contains  about  400  square  miles.  The  land 
is  said  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  well  timbered,  and, 
in  point  of  salubrity,  one  of  the  most  desirable  spots  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa.  The  country  around  is  not  infested 
<witli  swamps  and  mangroves  as  elsewhere.  The  harbor  of  the 
territory  is  represented  as  decidedly  the  best  from  Sierra  Leone 
to  Fernando  Po,  affording  a perfectly  safe  anchorage  for  the 
largest  vessels,  within  pistol  shot  of  the  shore. 

To  the  credit  of  the  society,  and  their  agent  in  the  purchase, 
James  Hall,  esq.  it  should  be  remarked  that  the  bargain  with 
the  natives  was  concluded  upon  the  most  reasonable  terms, 
and  in  a shorter  time,  probably,  than  any  treaty  of  the  kind  was 
ever  before  effected,  without  the  intervcMtiou  of  spirituous  li- 
quors. [ Gazette. 

The  Arkansas  Gazette  says— “About  540  emigrating  Chero- 
keea,  from  the  old  nation,  east  of  the  Mississippi,  passed  up  the 
Arkansas  a few  days  ago,  in  charge  oflieut.  Harris,  U.S.A.,  on 
board  the  steamboat  Thomas  Yeatman,  on  their  way  to  join 
their  brethren  west  of  this  territory.” 

Two  gentlemen  joint  keepers  of  a “coffee  house,”  were 
looed  yesterday.  The  senior  partner  to  the  amount  of  $2,000, 
and  costs,  and  the  junior,  $800  and  costs— for  permitting  gam- 
bling to  he  carried  on  in  their  premises.  They  were  too  polite  to 
contend  with  his  honor  the  commonweallli.  [Boston  Post. 

The  New  Orleans  Advertiser  of  the  27th  March,  said— 
“There  are  now  loading  at  the  sugar  refinery  of  Messrs.  Fore- 
stall & Co.  four  vessels  for  the  Mediterranean.  The  refinery  is 
situated  about  two  miles  below  the  city.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  men  are  employed  in  it,  and  the  quantity  of  sugar  refined 
amounts  annually  to  about  12,000,000  of  pounds.  The  whole 
process  is  done  by  steam,  and  It  is  said  to  be  without  exception, 
the  most  extensive  and  complete  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
the  whole  world.” 

in  answer  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  in  the 
itiouse  ol  representatives,  Mr.  Polk  stated  that  there  were  30,000 
applications  for  pensions  now  before  the  pension  office,  and  not 
yet  decided  upon. 

The  budget  of  expenditure  of  the  Dutch  government  for  the 
present  (1834)  is  53,892,828  florins,  vvhich  answers  to  £4,491,068 
sterling;  and  the  population  of  Holland  being  3,500,000,  this 
^ives  £1  16s.  a-head  for  the  taxation  in  money;  and  the  price  of 
wheat  being  30s.  Sd.  the  quarter,  this  gives  9.39  bushels  a-head 
;for  the  taxation  in  wheat. 

The  population  of  Great  Britain,  in  1833,  was  estimated  at 
^6^57, 398,  viz:  Agricultural  occupiers,  .1,600,000;  laborers, 


4,800,000;  mining  600,000;  manufacturers  2,400,000;  proprietors 
and  annuiteis  1,116,398;  seamen  and  soldiers  831,000;  shop- 
keepers 2,100,000;  all  other  classes  3,190,000. 

The  mail  boat,  Star  of  the  West,  plying  between  Mobile  and 
New  Orleans,  exploded  on  the  18ih  ult.  by  which  two  persons 
were  killed  and  several  wounded. 

Several  blacks  have  been  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  a violent 
attempt  to  rescue  a slave,  at  Philadelphia. 

The  British  frigate  President  [formerly  U.  S.  frigate]  has  been 
ordered  from  England  to  the  West  Indies,  to  bear  the  flag  of  ad- 
miral Cockbiirii. 

The  cholera  has  caused  many  deaths  not  far  from  Columbus, 
Geo.  but  was  subsiding. 

One  of  the  Boston  papers  publishes  a regular  bill  against  the 
navy  department,  approved  by  capt.  Elliott,  and  paid  by  the  na- 
vy agent,  for  the  sum  of  $210  96  “for  refreshments  provided 
during  the  docking  of  the  constitution,  June  24,  1833.” 

Capt.  New,  of  the  brig  Julia,  at  New  York  from  Africa,  states 
that  H.  B.  M.  ship  Etna  boarded  the  American  ship  Rosannnh, 
and  forcibly  took  from  her  two  seamen,  in  February  last,  while 
lying  at  St.  Jago. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  8th,  and  London  to  the  1th  April, 
inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  rumors  of  an  interference  in  favor  of  Donna  Maria  by 
the  troops  of  Spain,  had  produced  a decided  improvement  in 
favor  of  Portuguese  securities. 

A very  serious  riot  took  place  the  beginning  of  April,  at  Por- 
tadown,  Ireland,  in  which  there  were  much  destruction  of  pro- 
perty and  breaking  of  heads. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  British  revenues. 

fRANCE. 

The  chief  subject  of  interest  is  the  reorganization  of  the  mi- 
nistry, which,  at  this  moment,  is  of  deep  concern  to  our  coun- 
try, as  the  resignation  of  the  duke  de  Broglie  .and  general  Se- 
bastian! was  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  the  chambers  to 
make  the  necessary  appropriation,  to  carry  the  treaty  with  this 
country  into  effect.  We,  therefore,  give  the  following  abstract, 
published,  in  the  Moniteur,  which  also  promulgates  royal  or- 
donnances,  by  which  M.  Persil,  deputy  procureur  general  of 
the  royal  court,  is  appointed  keeper  of  the  seals  and  minister  of 
justice  and  of  worship,  in  the  room  ofM.  Barllie,  who  is  creat- 
ed a peer  of  France,  and  made  first  president  of  the  court  of  ac- 
counts, in  the  room  of  M.  Barbe  Marbois,  who  resigns,  but  who 
is  invested  with  the  dignity  of  honorary  first  president  of  the 
court  of  accounts. 

M.  Thiers,  deputy,  minister  of  commerce  and  public  works, 
is  appointed  minister  of  the  interior,  in  the  room  of  count  d’Ar- 
gout,  who  is  made  governor  of  the  bank  of  France,  in  the  place 
of  the  duke  de  Gaeie. 

M.  Duchatel,  deputy,  is  nominated  minister  of  commerce  in 
the  room  of  M.  Thiers. 

The  separation  of  the  attributions  of  the  minister  of  the  inte- 
rior and  of  commerce,  will  be  hereafter  determined  by  a special 
ordinance. 

Vice  admiral  count  de  Rigny,  deputy  and  minister  of  the  ma- 
rine and  colonies,  is  appointed  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  the 
room  of  llie  duke  de  Broglie. 

Vice  admiral  baron  Roiissin,  ambassador  at  Constantinople, 
is  named  minister  of  the  marine  in  the  room  of  admiral  de  Rig- 
ny, who,  however,  will  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of 
his  late  office  till  the  arrival  of  admiral  Roussin. 

M.  Martin  du  Nord,  deputy  and  advocate  general  of  the  court 
of  Cassation,  is  appointed  procureur  general  of  the  royal  court 
in  the  room  ofM.  Persil. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  ministers  who  retain  their 
previous  offices  are  Marshal  Soult,  president  of  the  council  and 
minister  of  war;  M.  Humann,  minister  of  finance;  and  M.  Gui- 
zot, minister  of  public  instruction. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

The  government  had  decided  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Por- 
tugal. Ten  thousand  Spanish  troops  were  to  enter  that  coun- 
try, on  the  1st  of  April,  in  two  divisions,  under  the  command  of 
generals  Morillo  and  Rodil.  They  are  to  proceed  to  Santarem 
and  join  the  army  of  Don  Pedro,  General  Rodil  will  be  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  combined  armies. 

Admiral  Napier  took  Camina,  by  surprise,  on  the  24th  March; 
he  landed  with  500  troops  vvhich  he  brought  from  Lisbon. 

RUSSIA  AND  TURKEY. 

There  were  rumors  that  the  Turkish  army  was  recruiting 
with  extraordinary  activity  in  Moldavia  and  Wallachia;  that 
Nicholas  had  sent  to  Achmet  Pacha  1,000,000  ducats,  proceed- 
ing from  the  debt  of  Turkey  to  Russia,  that  lie  had  granted  the 
suTtan  eight  years  to  pay  off  his  debt;  that  a serious  revolt  had 
broken  out  in  Bagdad  and  Kurdistan;  that  Constantinople  was 
in  a most  deplorable  condition,  and  nothing  but  a miracle  could 
save  the  Ottoman  empire. 

— .Vk8  ® ®4»~— 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS-FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  2.  Mr. -Clay,  from  the  committee  of  public  lands,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  bill  appropriating,  for  a limited 
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time  the  proccerin  of  the  sales  of  the  public  land<,  reporlt-d  tlie 
same  with  amendments.  He  al<o  made  a detailed  report,  pur- 
porting to  be  an  answer  to  the  veto  message  of  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  on  returning  the  land  bill  of  the  last  session 
of  congress,  with  his  objections. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  5,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  be 
printed,  and  that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next  Mon- 
day week. 

Mr.  Forsyth  wished  to  hear  the  report  read.  He  could  not 
consent  to  the  printing  so  large  an  edition  of  a document,  with 
the  contents  of  which  he  was  unacquainted. 

The  report  was  then  read  in  part,  and  its  further  reading  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  Moore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  t.able,and  this  motion  being 
lost,  the  question  recurred  on  the  printing  of  the  report. 

A debate  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Clay,  Moore, 
Poindexter,  Black,  King  and  Shepley,  took  part,  after  which  the 
question  on  printing  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Dell,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  McKean,  Maiigum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  VVaggaman,  Webster — 32. 

NAYS — .Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hill,  King, 
of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  W'hite,  Wright— 9. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which  lie 
one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  and 
statements  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  also  those  of 
the  banks  which  have  been  selected  as  places  of  deposite  for 
the  public  moneys  which  have  been  received  at  the  treasury 
department  since  the  first  day  of  February  last;  and  that  he  be 
further  directed  to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  reports  and 
statements  of  said  banks  which  he  shall  hereafter  receive,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
received. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  finance  he  directed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  banks  selected  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  moneys,  have 
slopped  payment;  the  amount  of  public  money  deposited  in 
them  at  the  time  of  their  suspension,  if  any — that  they  inquire, 
also,  into  the  circumstances  attending  their  selection,  and  the 
security  taken  by  the  secretary;  and  whether  the  public  moneys 
are  safe  in  the  pl.aces  where  they  are  now  deposited;  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  the  memorial  of  a large  number  of  re- 
spectable merchants  praying  that  the  legal  value  of  gold  may  be 
made  to  correspond  with  its  real  value,  and  llial  the  coins  of 
other  countries,  at  proper  rates,  may  be  made  a legal  tender. 

Mr.  Ewing  pre.*ented  a memorial  signed  by  1,750  inhabitants 
of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  deposite.^ 
and  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  which  was  read,  referred,  Stc. 

Mr.  Tipton  reported  the  hill  to  authorise  the  people  of  the 
territories  of  Michigan  and  Arkansas,  to  form  constitutions  and 
state  governments,  with  amendments;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  some 
time  in  secret  session,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  the  senate 
adjourned. 

May  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  a memorial  from  the  district  of 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts,  comprising  the  town  of  New  Bed- 
ford and  other  places,  signed  by  upwards  of  1,900  persons.  This 
memorial  expresses,  in  strong  terms,  the  disapprobation  of  the 
signers  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  ascribes  their  pre- 
sent suffering  condition  to  that  act. 

Mr.  Forsyth  made  a compari.oon  of  the  price  of  oil  and  some 
other  articles,  and  said  the  cry  of  distress,  which  had  reached 
congress,  had  been  gotten  up  for  mere  parly  purposes. 

Mr.  Webster  replied  at  length  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  and  an  animat- 
ed debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Chambers,  Knight,  Porter, 
Silsbee,  Sprague,  Ewing  and  Poindexter  participated;  and  the 
memorial  ivas  finally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter  moved  to  postpone  the  special  order  until 
Monday,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  a resolution,  which  was  agreed  to,  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  blankets  furni.«hed  the  militia  of  Michigan>in  the  late  war 
against  Black  Hawk. 

Mr.  Sprague  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies  one 
day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  a statement  of  the  amount  of  fees 
accruing  in  each  collection  district  in  the  United  States,  in  each 
year,  since  January  1, 1829,  the  amount  of  fees  pqid  at  the  trea- 
sury in  each  year,  by  those  collectors  whose  fees  have  amount- 
ed to  more  than  the  maximum  allowed  them  by  law — the  names 
and  number  of  clerks  and  deputies  employed  by  each  colIeGtor, 
who  has  received  such  excess  of  fees— the  time  when  they  were 
employed  and  the  amount  paid  each  in  each  year.  Also,  a 
statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  each  office  where  such 
excess  of  fees  has  been  received;  whether  any  allowances  have 
been  made  to  officers  of  the  CTistoms  for  travelling  expenses, 
and,  if  so,  the  names  of  such  officers  and  the  times  when  such 
expenses  were  incurred.  And,  also,  a statement  of  the  names 
of  persons  who  hold,  or  have  held,  several  offices  in  the  cus- 
toms at  the  same  time,  since  January  1, 1829,  with  the  dale  and 


time  of  continuance  of  their  oppoiniment,  and  the  amount  of 
pay  which  they  have  received  from  each  office  w hich  they  have 
so  held,  during  the  period  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F'orsylh,  the  senate  theti  adjourned. 

May  5.  A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  U. 
Slates,  answering  the  call  for  iaforinalion  relative  to  the  tales 
of  public  lands;  and 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Clay  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  chair  announced  a communication  from  the  war  depart- 
ment, .showing  the  expenditures  of  that  department,  together 
with  the  unxependcd  balances  of  appropriations. 

The  resoliiiions  moved  by  Mr.  Southard,  on  Friday,  relative  to 
the  deposite  hanks,  were  taken  up,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  rc- 
soluiions  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  an  the  president’s  protest  as  mo- 
dified by  Mr.  Clay. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Bibb's  amendment — 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  the  senate  in  defence  of  the  protest, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  until  near  3 o’clock,  when 
IMr.  Calhoun  ro.--e  and  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn — but 
gave  way  to  allow  Mr.  Clay  to  make  a few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Wright. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  the  senate  proceeded  to  thu 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  being  a short 
lime  engaged  therein  adjourned. 

May  6.  Several  resolutions  relative  to  private  claims  being 
successively  submitted,  and  petitions  presented  and  disposed 
of, 

The  senate  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  spt  cial  order,  being  the  resolutions  on  the 
subject  of  the  piesidcnl’.s  protest,  ns  modified  by  Mr.  Clay. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb — 
Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  addressed  the  senato  for  about  «n 
hour,  in  opposition  to  the  power  assumed  by  the  president;  and 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bibb  thru  withdrew  his  amendment;  and 
Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions, by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  in  the  first  resolution,  and 
inserting: 

“That  the  message  of  tlie  president,  prote.eling  against  the 
resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  25ih  of  Alarch,  be  entered  on  the 
journal,  according  to  his  request. 

“Resolved,  That,  leaving  to  the  states  to  whom  the  senate  Is 
alone  responsible,  to  judge  whether  the  resolution  complained 
of  is,  or  is  not,  wiihiii  the  constitutional  competency  of  thi.s  bo- 
dy, and  ctilli  d for  by  the  presi^nl  condition  of  public  affairs,  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  original  resolution,  with  a list  of  tlie 
yeas  and  nays,  of  the  president’s  me.«siige,  and  of  these  resolu- 
tions, he  prepared  by  the  secretary,  and  transmitted  by  the  vice 
president  to  the  governor  of  each  state  of  the  union,  to  be  by 
iiim  laid  before  the  legi.clature  at  their  next  session,  as  the  only 
authority  authorized  to  judge  upon  the  opinions  and  conduct  of 
the  senators  respectively.” 

Mr.  Poindeafer  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  Calhoun  then  moved  to  amend  the  original  resolutions  by 
adding  the  two  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  has  no 
right  to  send  a protest  to  the  senate  against  any  of  its  proceed- 
ings. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  receive  the  protest  of  the 
president. 

Mr.  Forsijth  finally  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the  present, 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  .Mr.  Calhoun’s  resolutions. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  when  — 

Mr.  Forsyth  addressed  the  senate  in  opposition  thereto,  in  de- 
fence of  the  president  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  He  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Poindexter,  Preston  and  Webster. 

Mr.  Webster  requested  a division  of  the  two  resolutions,  and 
the  question  being  taken  on  the  first  resoiulion,  was  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindox- 
ter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sw'ift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  VVaggaman,  Webster— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
McKean,  Shepley  Tallniadge,  Tiplnn,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 
—17. 

Mr.  Clayton  having  requested  it,  Mr.  Calhoun  consented  to 
withdraw  his  second  resolution;  but  the  c/mfr  decided,  as  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered,  it  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
withoiil  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Forsyth 
objected. 

Mr.  Clay  then  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  motion  the 
chair  also  decided  to  be  out  of  order,  whereupon  an  appeal  w'as 
had  from  the  decision  of  the  chair  and  the  senate  sustained  the 
decision. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Calhoun’s  second  reso- 
lution and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follow#: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Leigh , Naudain, 
Poindexter.  Robbins— 7. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Clay,  For- 
syth, Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of 
Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Moore,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Swift,  Sprague,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  WebsieT,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 
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After  some  convers.Ttion  between  Messrs.  Forsytli,  Calhoun 
and  Poindexter , 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  liis  amendment,  as  a substitute  for  tlie  o- 
riginal  resolutions,  and  the  question  Iteing  taken  thereon,  ap- 
peared as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Shepley,  Tall- 
^^.^dge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelingbuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain. 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
•Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster — 24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  7.  The  chair  annonncinl  a communication  from  the 
tre.asury  department,  in  relation  to  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
officers  of  the  cu.-toins. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  con- 
sidered and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury  he  directed  to  re- 
port, as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  senate,  the  amount  of  duties 
received  and  accrued  on  foreign  imports  during  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  18.34,  with  a table  showing  the  comparative  amount 
■ef  the  year  1833,  and  distinguishing  beuveen  the  amounts  ac- 
crued or  received  at  each  port. 

Resolved,  That  he  communicate  to  tlie  senate,  whether  any 
thing  has  happened  since  his  annual  report  was  made,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  session  of  congress,  to  varv,  in 
,his  opinion,  the  estimate  contained  in  the  said  report,  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  duties  on  foreign  imports,  for  the  year  1834. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the 
road  from  the  point  opposite  to  Memphis  to  Little  Rock,  in  the 
territory  of  Arkansas,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  iirocerded  to  the 
•consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  as  modified 
4ry  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Calhoun;  when 

Mr.  IKcisfcr  addressed  the  senate  for  about  two  hours  and 
‘tliree  quarters. 

Mr.  Benton  spoke  in  reply  to  the  arguments  which  had  been 
brought  forward  against  the  protest. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  he  had  wished  to  deliver  his  sctitiments; 
^)ut  that  his  desire  to  proceed  to  the  legislative  bii.'^iness  was 
such  that  he  would  forbear.  He  was  willing  to  rest  his  vote  on 
the  arguments  which  had  already  been  offered,  and  in  none  with 
more  confidence  than  in  the  arguments  the  senate  had  to-day 
heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  for  which  he  ac- 
corded to  that  gentleman  his  sincere  thanks. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Forsyth  asked  for  a division  of  the  question,  and  express- 
ed a desire  to  make  some  remarks. 

RTr.  Brown  moved  that  the  senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  Clay  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  motion  to  .adjourn  was  negatived,  yeas  12  nays  27. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  spoke  at  length  in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster, 

Mr.  Webster  briefly  rejoined. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolutions  separately, 
when  they  were  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows,  the  vote 
being  the  same  on  each  of  the  four  resolutions: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wagganian, 
Webster — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ben'on,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
'dricks,  Hill,  King,  of  Ala.  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Shepley,  Talltnadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16* 

So  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  in  the  following  form: 
Resolved,  That  the  protest  communicated  to  the  senate  on 
the  17th  instant,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  asserts 
pow’ers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to 
receive  from  the  president  all  such  messages  and  communica- 
tions as  the  constitution  and  laws  and  the  usual  course  of  busi- 
ness authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise  any 
right  in  him  to  make  a formal  protest  against  votes  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  senate  declaring  such  votes  and  proceedings  to  be 
illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  requesting  the  senate  to  enter 
such  protestor!  its  journals. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  bn  the  journal. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  has  no  right  to 
send  a protest  to  the  senate  .against  any  of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Poindexter  gave  notice  that  he  should  on  Friday  call  up 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Rhode  Island  election. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  8.  Mr.  Kane  said  he  was  unexpectedly  absent  when 
the  vote  was  taken  yesterday  on  the  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the  president’s  protest;  and  asked  permission  to  record  his 
vote  on  these  resolutions. 

Messrs.  Clayton  and  Moore  objected  to  the  indulgence  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  violative  of  a rule  of  the  house,  and  re- 
minded the  gentleman,  that  during  the  last  session,  gentlemen 
who  w'ere  absent  on  the  passage  of  the  force  bill,  were  denied 
the  privilege  of  recording  their  votes. 

*Absenton  these  votes — Messrs.  Chambers,  of  Md.  Mangum, 

«f  N.  C.  Morris,  of  O.  and  Robinson  and  Kane,  of  Illinois. 


The  motion  was  rejected  without  a division. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  a memorial  from  Boston,  signed  by  up- 
wards of2,000  persons,  opposed  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites.  Read,  referred,  &c. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  Cumbeiland  road  bill,  which 
was  read,  amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a third  read- 
ing, by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent,  Linn,  McKean,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smiih,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster — 21. 

Nays — Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  King,  of  Ala, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Moore,  Naudain,  Preston,  Shepley, 
Tyler,  White— 1.3.  . 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  being  some  time  engaged  tliereiu,  the  doors  were 
opened,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  1.  While  Mr.  P'oot’s  motion  was  pending  in 
committte  of  the  whole,  to  reduce  the  iten!  of  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill  which  makes  an  appropriation  of  ^‘36,000  for 
the  salaries  of  ministers  to  Great  Britain,  PTance,  Spain  and 
Russia  to  $18,000  with  a view  to  exclude  the  appropriations  for 
Great  Britain  and  Russia. 

Mr.  Jidams,  of  Mass,  replied  at  large  to  the  remarks  of 
Messrs.  Wayne  and  Polk,  and  insisted  on  the  necessity  of  some 
pledge  that  the  nominations  for  the  two  courts  referred  to  last, 
would  be  made  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Jircher  gave  the  reply  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  an  in- 
quiry on  that  subject;  on  which  Mr.  ^dems  commented  with 
much  humor  and  severity. 

Mr.  Coulter  was  willing  to  vote  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
mission  to  Russia,  but  was  opposed  to  the  item  for  England, 
because  a similar  appropriation  bad  twice  been  made  already, 
and  tlie  executive  had  not  responded  to  the  overture  of  the  le- 
gislature. 

Mr.  II.  Everett  put  a quostion  to  Mr.  Archer,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  elicit  a disclaimer  on  the  part  of  the  executive,  of 
any  purpose  ofappointing  a minister  to  England  after  congress 
shoiild  have  adjourned. 

Mr.  Archer  disavowed  any  power  to  answer  on  the  part  of 
the  president,  but  presumed  no  such  appointment  would  be 
made,  as  he  should  not  deem  it  constitutional. 

Mr.  Binney  considered  the  response  from  the  department  of 
state  as  tantamount  to  a declaration  that  no  nomination  would 
be  made  to  the  senate;  and  lie  was,  therefore,  for  striking  out 
the  item. 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  insisted  that  the  president  had 
the  whole  appointing  power;  though  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces he  must  have  the  advice  of  the  senate.  An  appointment 
made  in  recess  was  as  valid  as  during  the  session;  and  a per- 
son so  appointed  would  hold  his  office  to  the  close  of  the  suc- 
ceeding session  though  the  senate  should  reject  him.  He  op- 
posed the  amendment. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Mass,  replied  with  severity  on  the  pretensions 
set  up  by  Mr.  Beardsley,  for  the  president. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  Great  Britain  was  rejected  as  stated 
in  the  last  Register,  page  152. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  then  proceeded  until  that  clause  was 
reached  which  provides  for  charge  dcs  affaires  to  Portugal, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Buenos 
Ayres,  Chili,  Peru,  Mexico,  Central  America  and  New  Grana- 
da, $58,000. 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  of  Mr.  Archer,  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs,  why  these  items  had  been  inserted  for 
Belgium  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  other  South  American 
states.  He  wanted  information  on  the  state  of  our  relations 
with  those  countries. 

Mr.  IFifde  adverted  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  moved 
that  the  house  now  adjourn,  and  the  house  accordingly  ad- 
journed. 

Friday,  May  2.  After  several  bills  of  a private  or  local  charac- 
ter had  been  disposed  of, 

The  house  again  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  gener- 
al appropriation  bill,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole;  when 

Mr.  Adams  went  into  a full  explanation  of  the  grounds  on 
which  he  had  requested  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
foreign  relations,  an  exposition  of  the  reasons  why  appropria- 
tions were  asked  for  keeping  up  diplomatic  relations  with  Bel- 
gium, Buenos  Ayres  and  the  South  American  states. 

Mr.  Archer,  in  reply,  went  into  a very  full  and  satisfactory 
expose  of  the  state  of  our  relations  with  the  states  to  which 
Mr.  Adam's  inquiry  had  reference. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with  and  amended,  and  no 
further  amendments  being  offered,  on  motion  of  Mr.  PoIA:,  the 
house  adjourned  till  Monday  next. 

Monday,  May  5.  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Mass,  called  up  the  resolu- 
tions and  letter  of  instructions  from  his  district,  signed  by  4,600 
persons,  instructing  him  to  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites. Mr.  O.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  his  reasons  for 
declining  to  comply  with  the  instructions  of  his  constituents. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of 
the  deposites  were  presented,  as  follows:  by  Mr.  Adams,  of 
Mass,  from  sundry  merchants,  mechanics  and  others  of  De- 
troit, Michigan;  by  Mr.  Purges,  from  artisans  and  Mechanics 
residing  in  nearly  all  the  towns  of  Rhode  Island,  also  resolu- 
tions adopted  in  a convention  of  mechanics  and  artisans  assem- 
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bled  from  various  towns  in  the  same  state;  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Newtown,  Connecticut;  by  iVlr. 
Hall,  from  1,722  freemen  of  the  county  of  Windham,  Vermont; 
by  Mr.  Slade,  from  sundry  citizens  of  the  3d  consressional  dis- 
trict of  the.  state  of  Vermont;  by  Mr.  Heman  Allen,  from  the 
young  men  of  the  city  of  Burlington,  Vermont;  by  Mr.  Dickson, 
from  inhabitants  of  Ontario  county.  New  York;  by  Mr.  Fuller, 
from  1,800  inhabitants  of  Livincston  county,  New  York;  by  Mr. 
Selden,  of  New  York,  from  6,000  inhabitants  of  Oneida  county, 
in  that  state;  all  which  memorials,  Jtc.  (with  the  exception  of 
the  one  presented  by  Mr.  Dickson,  of  New  York),  were  read, 
referred,  &.c. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposites,  were  pre.sented  by  Mr.  Osgood,  of  Mass,  from  3,072 
citizens  of  Boston;  by  Mr.  Pearce,  (three  memorials)  from  sun- 
dry places  in  Rhode  Island;  by  Mr.  Clarke,  from  sundry  citizens 
of  the  state  of  New  York;  by  Mr,  iawencc,  from  working  men, 
mechanics,  and  others,  in  the  city  of  New  York;  and  by  Mr. 
Webster,  from  inhabitants  of  Onondago,  county,  New  York; 
which  were  severally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Gorham,  of  Mass,  presented  a memorial  from  sundry 
merchants  in  Boston,  praying  that  foreign  coins  may  be  made  a 
legal  tender;  which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Selden,  of  New  York,  moved  that  a committee,  consist- 
ing of  one  member  from  each  state,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report,  in  form  of  a bill,  a plan  for  a safe  and  uniform  cur- 
rency, under  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  speaker  said,  that  could  only  be  done  by  permission  of 
the  house. 

Mr.  Selden  asked  permission  of  the  house;  but  objections  be- 
ing made,  lie  moved  a suspension  of  the  rules — there  being  no 
quorum,  however,  the  motion  of  Mr.  S.  stands  over  till  Monday 
next — and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  6.  Mr.  Stewart  reported  a bill  to  extend  the 
improvement  of  steamboat  navigation. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Lou.  moved  three  resolutions,  the  first  in- 
quiring into  the  propriety  of  appointing  a judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  the  stale 
of  Louisiana;  the  second  for  making  an  appropriation  in  lands 
or  money  for  constructing  levees  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississip- 
pi and  Red  rivers;  and  the  third  for  appropriating  money  or  land 
to  remove  the  raft  in  the  river  Atchafalaya;  which  resolutions 
were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seaborn  Jones  obtained  leave  and  made  a report  in  the 
case  of  the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Letcher  and  Mr. 
Moore,  of  Kentucky,  which  he  moved  to  have  read,  laid  on  the 
table  and  printed,  with  the  accompanying  documents. 

The  report  is  of  a voluminous  character,  detailing  at  length 
the  proceedings  taken  by  the  committee  to  investigate  the  votes 
received,  and  concludes  by  stating,  that  it  appeared  to  them, 
that  the  number  of  legal  votes  stood — 

For  Mr.  Moore  3,099 

For  Mr.  Letcher  3,055 

Leaving  a majority  for  Mr.  Moore  of  44 
Whereupon,  they  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  Moore  be  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat  as  representative  for  the  5lh  congressional  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

Resolved,  That  R.  P.  Letcher,  in  consideration  of  the  expen- 
ses to  which  he  has  been  subjected,  is  entitled  to  receive  remu- 
neration, at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  diem,  and  a similar 
sum,  as  viaticum,  for  every  twenty  miles. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Banks  moved  that  the  evidence  taken  before' the  com- 
mittee be  printed. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Geo.  declined  accepting  the  motion  as  a modi- 
fication, and  objected  to  the  printing  of  the  evidence,  on  the 
grounds  of  delay  and  expense.  What  use,  he  asked,  were  the 
labors  of  the  committee,  if  the  votes  were  to  be  again  canvass- 
ed by  the  house. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  thought  the  evidence  should  be 
printed;  that  the  papers  were  extremely  illegibly  written.  It 
was  necessary  that  the  house  should  examine  this  testimony 
for  itself,  and  asked,  how  it  was  possible  to  do  so  in  manuscript 
taken  down  in  such  illegible  characters?  The  necessity  of  such 
printing  and  examination  would  be  manifest  to  the  house,  when 
it  was  known  that  many  of  the  votes  had  been  excluded,  not 
on  questions  of  law,  but  on  contested  statements  as  to  facts. 

.Mr.  Hardin  then  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
construction  of  the  committee.  He  did  not  impute  improper  de- 
signs in  such  construction,  but  thought  it  an  unfortunate  one; 
and,  on  that  account,  appealed  to  the  magnanimity  of  the 
house. 

Mr.  Wilde  said  he  had  the  duty  of  a judge  to  perform,  and  he 
would  not  consent  to  undertake  it,  if  the  evidence  on  which 
his  judgment  was  to  be  formed  was  withheld  from  his  inspec- 
tion. The  house  had  ordered  the  committee  to  report  the  evi- 
dence to  the  house,  and  they  had  not  done  so;  nor  did  they  offer 
any  excuse  for  not  doing  it. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  with  warmth  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Hardin, 
and  a long  and  angry  debate  ensued,  abounding  in  personalities 
of  a painful  nature  between  them.  Messrs.  Wilde  and  Vander- 
pocl  also  participated  in  the  debate,  which  occupied  the  house 
till  near  5 o’clock.  It  was  finally  derided,  that  the  report,  all 
the  testimony,  together  with  lists  of  the  names  of  the  disputed 
Ac.  should  be  printed.  The  house  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  May  7.  Mr.  GamJ/e  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  as  required 
by  the  rules: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed  to  communi- 
cate to  this  house  the  whole  number  of  cadets  that  have  been 
admitted  to  the  military  academy  .at  West  Point  since  its  first 
organization  to  the  present  time;  how  many  are  there  at  pre- 
sent; Hie  number  that  have  graduated;  how  many  have  been 
coinmis.cioned,  and  are  now  in  commission,  in  the  army,  and 
the  number  that  is  necessary  to  be  kept  there  to  supply  the  va- 
cancies that  ordinarily  occur  in  tin-  army;  also,  the  number  of 
supernumerary  cadets  with  the  rank  of  lientenani,  who  are  in 
the  pay  of  the  goverr^melll,  and  no|  in  command. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  extend  the  lime  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  convention  with  France,  being  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  McKay  wished  to  have  some  information  on  the  subject 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  e?rc/ter  replied,  and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  commission,  and  contended  for  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  commission  in  order  that  they  might 
prepare  and  adjudicate  correct  statements  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  Mcirni/ considered  the  refusal  of  the  chamber  of  deputies 
to  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty,  to  be 
equivalent  to  a declaration  that  they  woulil  not  execute  any 
part  of  the  treaty,  and  therefore  thought  a postponement  of  the 
bill  necessary,  that  tinie  might  be  allowed  to  ascertain  to  what 
this  refusal  might  lead;  for  if  it  turned  out  that  there  would  not 
be  any  prospect  of  the  treaty  being  fulfilled  by  the  government 
of  France,  there  could  not  be  any  propriety  at  all  in  continuing 
the  commission  beyond  its  present  legal  term. 

Mr.  Burges  considered  an  extension  of  the  time  necessary, 
the  rejection  by  the  chambers  of  the  appropriation  was  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  too  large.  The  commissioners,  he  had  no 
doubt,  would  ascertain  the  amount  of  claims  to  be  more  than 
four  times  the  stipulated  amount. 

Messrs.  Barringer,  Wilde,  Reed,  Williams  and  Wayne  ex- 
pressed their  views. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  did  not  consider  the  act  of  the  French 
chamber  as  a refusal  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  incum- 
bent upon  their  nation,  by  a treaty  solemnly  ratified.  It  was 
only  a refusal  for  a time,  to  make  the  appropriation.  He  coin- 
cided in  the  opinion,  that,  instead  of  suspending  on  our  part, 
we  were  the  more  bound  to  go  on  with  the  commission,  and 
ascertain  the  amount  of  claims  which  our  citizens  had  to  pre- 
fer. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  thirty- five  amendments  reported  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  were  concurred  in  without  debate. 
The  proviso  allowing  to  the  commercial  agent  at  Algiers  the 
same  salary  as  is  now  paid  to  the  consuls  on  the  Barbary  coast, 
was  resisted  and  finally  rejected. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  having  been 
gone  through  with, 

Mr.  Vance  again  moved  the  list  of  items  for  the  retrenchment 
of  salaries  and  pay  of  members  of  congress;  but  before  any  pro- 
gress was  made  therein,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  8.  After  the  usual  morning  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  general  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  retrenchment  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Vance — 

Mr.  Vance  supported  his  amendment  in  a speech  of  consider* 
able  length. 

He  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Wardwell,  of  N.  York,  Leavitt, 
of  Ohio,  Miller,  of  Pa.  and  Bynum,  of  North  Carolina,  who  op- 
posed his  amendment,  and  defended  the  course  of  the  admiuis- 
tration. 

The  latter  gentleman  warmly  eulogised  the  president  as  hav- 
ing fulfilled  his  pledges  to  the  south  in  putting  down  internal 
improvements,  the  tariff,  and  the  bank  of  the  United  Sales. 

Mr.  Chilton  replied  to  Mr.  Bynum,  and  referred  to  pledges 
given  in  the  west  by  the  president,  in  favor  of  internal  improve- 
ments and  the  tariff. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  Vance,  Bates, 
F.wing  and  Lincoln,  and  without  coming  to  a decision  upon 
Mr.  Fence’s  amendment,  after  /Arec  limes  refusing  to  sustain 
calls  for  Hie  previous  question!  the  house  adjourned. 

GREAT  aeronautic  EXPEDITION. 

3’he  circumstances  attending  the  second  splendid  balloon  as- 
cension of  Mr.  Mills,  on  Thursday  afternoon,  (May  1),  render 
it  one  of  the  most  lengthened  and  interesting  asronautic  expe- 
ditions ever  made.  We  mentioned  in  yesterday’s  paper  the 
particulars  of  his  departure  from  Fairmount,  and  the  apparent 
course  he  had  taken;  and  are  now  enabled  to  supply  some  very 
interesting  details  ofhis  long  and  rapid  flight  through  the  upper 
regions.  His  first  course,  after  aseending,  was  about  south 
east,  but  in  a short  time  a counter  current  of  air  wafted  him  in 
an  opposite  or  westerly  direction,  immediately  over  the  city. 
His  flight  westward  was  only  as  far  as  a point  above  the  long 
bridge  over  the  Pafapsco,  when  he  encountered  an  adverse 
current  which  carried  him  back  again  in  an  easterly  course. 

During  all  this  time  Mr.  Mills  continued  to  rise,  by  occasion- 
ally throwing  out  ballast.  His  compass  now  proved  of  no  ser- 
1 vice  to  him,  from  the  constant  rotary  motion  which  the  balloon 
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assumed,  first  swinging  routid  in  one  direction,  and  then  re- 
volving in  a contrary  one.  The  course  of  the  halloon  was 
eastwardly.  At  forty  niiiiuifs  after  five,  Mr.  M.  encountered  a 
violent  snow  storm,  with  tlie  therinonieter  down  to  34.  Be- 
sides being  obliged  to  endure  its  pcltings,  he  was  .'lubjecied  to  a 
thorough  drenching  from  the  jinelled  snow,  which  thawed  as  it 
fell  on  the  balloon,  and  ran  dfl>wn  from  its  neck  into  the  car  iin- 
jnediately  under  it.  At  the  fame  time,  al.so,  a body  of  clouds 
passed  beneath  him,  and  ho|  lost  si;>ht  of  the  earth  altogether. 
The  storm,  however,  soon  passed  off,  and  except  the  drench- 
ing, left  him  unharmed. 

At  six  o’clock  he  had  attairied  his  greatest  elevation,  which, 
according  to  his  estimate  ami  the  indications  of  the  barometer, 
was  upwards  of  wiles/  'I'he  thermometer  was  now  down 
to  33  deg.  or  only  one  degree.above  freezing  point.  Mr.  M.  all 
the  while  was  going  eastwardly,  passing  ov<?r  the  lighthouses 
at  North  Point,  and  across  the  expanse  of  the  Chesapeake  hay 
towards  Kent  county,  on  the  Eastern  Shore.  He  had  now  had 
recourse  to  his  valves,  and  was  griidnally  descending.  After 
having  passed  into  Kent  county  about  half  a mile,  he  made  pre- 
parations to  land,  and  had  descended  within  about  five  hundred 
feet  of  the  earth,  when  the  balloon  was  taken  by  a sudden  and 
violent  gust  or  current  of  wind  from  the  east.  This  was  at  35 
minutes  after  six.  In  an  instant  after  the  wind  struck  the  bal 
loon,  it  was  driven  with  the  swiftness  of  an  arrow,  and  in  the 
Bhort  space  of  seventeen  minutes,  he  was  carried  back  to  Nortli 
Point,  a distance  of  fourteen  miles  across  the  Chesapeake  bay! 

Now,  as  heretofore,  Mr.  M.  preserved  an  undaunted  coolness 
and  self  possession,  and  as  he  was  careering  across  the  waters 
with  the  fleetness  of  the  wind  itself,  he  discharged  gas  enough 
to  bring  him  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  surface.  As  the 
anchors  struck  the  water  they  rebounded  with  a force  that  gave 
him  a pretty  distinct  notion  of  the  rate  at  which  he  was  travel- 
ling. As  soon  as  he  came  over  the  land  at  North  Point,  the 
wind  greatly  abated,  and  at  ten  minutes  before  seven  he  eflTect- 
ed  a safe  landing  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Lyde  Goodwin,  from  whom 
and  his  family  he  received  every  assistance  in  securing  his  bal- 
loon and  apparatus  iu  perfect  order. 

Thus  terminated  this  most  extraordinary  aerial  voyage,  pro- 
secuted for  three  hours,  to  the  distance  of  about  fifty  miles,  and 
for  the  greater  part  at  an  elevation  of  one  to  two  and  a quarter 
miles.  After  this  feat,  Mr.  Mils,  who,  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind,  is  a young  mechanic  of  Baltimore,  self  taught,  and  de- 
pendent alone  on  his  own  unaided  efforts,  may  fairly  take  rank 
with  the  most  successful  aeronauts  of  the  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  observations  made,  by  Mr, 
Mills  on  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  at  various  periods 
during  his  voyage.  He  left  Fairmount  at  ten  minutes  before 
four  o’clock,  P.  M. 
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{Baltimore  American, 

COMPLIMENT  TO  JUDGE  PORTER. 

At  a meeting  of  the  friends  and  countrymen  of  the  hnn.  Alex 
ander  Porter,  of  the  United  Stales  seriate,  held  on  the  25th  inst 
pursuant  to  public  notice,  at  the  Indian  Oneen  hotel,  South 
Fourth  street,  Janies  Goweu.  esq.  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
Dr.  McHenry  appointed  secretary.  The  report  of  the  commit 
tee  which  had  addressed  to  Mr.  Porter  an  invitation  to  a pub 
lie  dinner,  was  then  received,  and  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  reply  of  the  hon.  Alexander  Porter  to  the 
committee,  has  the  entire  approbation  of  this  meeting,  and  that 
together  with  the  letter  of  invitation,  it  be  published  in  such 
our  daily  papers  as  are  friendly  to  the  sentiments  it  contains, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  hon 
Alexander  Porter,  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  to  him  our  re 
gret  that  the  state  of  his  health  should  be  such  as  to  oblige  bin 
to  decline  the  invitation,  and  also  to  convey  to  him  our  sincere 
wish  for  its  speedy  restoration,  and  our  hope,  that  when  the 
adjournment  of  congress  shall  release  him  from  his  public  du- 
ties, he  will  revisit  our  city,  and  afford  us  another  opportunity 
of  manifesting  to  him  those  feelings  of  regard,  which  shall  he 
abiding  as  the  recollection  of  the  virtues  of  his  patriotic  father 
or  the  appreciation  of  his  own  merits. 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  the 
committee,  viz; 

James  Gowen,  James  McHenry, 

William  Ferris,  Samuel  Black. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

JAMES  GOWEN,  chairman. 

Jambs  McHenry,  *ecre/ary. 


Tlie  lollowiiig  is  the  letter  of  invitaiion: 

t’liiladelphia,  ^JpHl  23,  1834. 

Hon.  ..Alexander  Porter: 

Deak  sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  residenis  of  Philadelphia, 
your  coiiiitrymcn  by  birth,  auil  your  fellow  niizeiis  by  adfiption, 
impelled  by  a variety  of  motives,  all  tending  to  impress  upon 
us  the  highest  regard  Ibr  your  character,  seize  on  the  occasion 
of  your  sojoiini  amongst  os,  to  make  some  riiaiiilestaiioii  of  our 
feelings  towards  you.  Among  these  motives  we  would  parti- 
cularly advert  to  oue,  peculiarly  impressive,  namely,  the  deep 
veneration  we  entertain  for  the  memory  of  your  illustrious  fa- 
ther, who  so  zealously  and  fi  arlessly,  in  times  of  unexampled 
trial  and  peril,  devoicii  his  splendid  talents  and  unwearicMl  en- 
ergies to  the  cause  of  out  beloved  country — the  cause  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty;  to  which  having  fallen  a willing  martyr, 
he  now  occupies,  and  shall  forever  occupy,  a place  in  the  affec- 
tions of  his  countrymen,  with  the  imperishable  names  of  Orr, 
rone  and  Fitzgerald,  and  the  ever  to  be  lamented  Robert  Em- 
met. 

In  addition  to  the  feelings  inspired  by  these  peculiar  and  af- 
fecting circumstances,  we  are  led  by  a just  sense  ol  those  mer- 
its which  induced  the  patiioiic  .state  of  Ijouisiaiia  to  place  you 
as  a member  in  the  noblest  institution  ever  established  by  free- 
men for  the  protection  of  law  and  liberty — the  senate  of  the  U. 
Slates — and  of  the  ability  and  propriety  of  your  course  in  that 
body,  to  invite  you  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  to  be  given  on 
whatever  day  may  best  suit  your  convenience,  and  which  it 
may  please  you  to  designate. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  friends  and  countrymen, 

James  Gowen,  John  Maitland, 

Alexane  ER  Cook,  Charles  Johnso.n, 

William  Ferris,  Ja.mes  McHenry. 

John  Waters, 

the  reply. 

Philadelphia,  Jipril  24,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
yesterday,  inviting  me  to  a public  dinner,  to  be  given  in  this 
city  at  such  lime  as  may  be.st  suit  my  convenience. 

1 receive,  gentlemen,  with  deep  sensibility,  this  mark  of  your 
regard,  enhanced  as  it  is  by  the  terms  in  which  yon  have  thought 
proper  to  convey  it.  It  is  dear  to  me  as  coming  from  men  who, 
like  myself,  claim  Ireland  as  their  birth  place,  and  doubly  dear 
to  me  because  it  shows  that  m ither  time  or  change  of  country 
can  erase  from  their  warm  and  affectionate  beans  the  remem- 
brance of  those  who  perished  in  an  ineffectual,  but  noble  strug- 
gle, to  obtain  for  them,  in  the  land  of  their  birth,  that  freedom 
which  the  generous  institutions  of  this  country  have  bestowed 
on  them  here.  The  touching  allusion  you  have  made  to  my 
father,  fills  me  with  emolion.s  which  you  can  easily  understand, 
but  which  I should  in  vain  attempt  to  pnnrtray.  The  best  re- 
turn I can  make  you,  for  tlie  tribute  you  pay  to  his  memory,  is 
to  assure  you,  that  as  in  all  past  times  Ills  example  lias  animat- 
ed me,  so  I shall  to  the  end,  I trust,  keep  tlic  recollection  ofliis 
virtues  steadily  in  view,  and  endeavor  to  emulate  them. 

But  I am  still  prouder,  fellow  citizens,  of  your  approbation, 
vvlieii  I see,  that  vvliile  true  to  the  ties  which  bind  virtuous  men 
to  the  land  of  their  birth,  you  are  alive  to  tlie  paramount  duties 
yon  owe  to  the  country  which  has  adopted  you.  You  have 
thought  proper  to  allude  in  terms  of  approbation  to  the  course 
I have  pursued  in  that  august  body  in  which  the  confiding  kind- 
ness of  the  patriotic  people  of  Louisiatia  has  plac»"d  me.  I 
claim,  however,  no  other  merit  than  to  have  faitlifully  pursued 
there  the  course  of  conduct  which  my  judgment  dictated  in  the 
present  alarming  and  unprecedented  posture  of  our  public  af- 
fairs. Embarked,  as  I believe  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
now  is,  in  a severe,  but  as  I trust  in  God  the  event  will  prove, 
not  an  unsuccessful  contest  against  the  encroachments  of  exe- 
cutive power,  I should  be  false  to  every  principle  which  has 
hitherto  guided  me  in  life,  if  I were  not  found  in  this  battle 
ranged  on  the  side  of  the  constilntinn  and  the  law.  And  your 
approbation,  fellow  citizens,  though  it  gratifies,  does  net  sur- 
prise me.  In  every  period  of  American  history,  Irishmen  have 
been  found  the  strenuous  supfiorters  of  liberal  principles;  and 
though  in  Hie  eagerness  with  which,  impelled  by  an  ardent  tem- 
perament, they  have  pursued  their  object,  they  may  have  some- 
times mistaken  the  best  means  to  attain  it,  and  have  given  to 
the  heart,  what  the  head  could  not  always  approve,  no  such 
imputation  can  rest  on  them  now,  when  they  are  seen  ready  to 
sacrifice  their  former  attachments,  to  the  call  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  their  country  makes  on  their  patriotism. 

It  would  indeed,  fellow  citizens,  iiave  been  a source  of  much 
more  satisfaction  to  me,  to  have  been  enabled  to  approve  the 
measures  of  the  present  administration  of  the  general  govern- 
ment, than  to  find  myself  compelled  to  oppose  them.  The  va- 
rious matters,  however,  on  which  my  judgment  has  concluded 
its  course  to  be  erroneous,  dwindle  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance, to  the  objections  I entertained  to  the.  powers  claimed  by 
the  president,  for  the  executive  department  of  the  government, 
in  a late  paper  bearing  his  signature,  and  called  by  him  a protest. 
By  that  document  we  learn,  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  claims  the  right  to  hold  under  liis  control  the  public  mo- 
ney, contrary  to  the  will  of  a majority  of  the  American  people, 
or  of  their  representatives  in  the  two  houses  of  congress.  It  is 
true  this  power  is  not  asserted  by  him  in  these  words,  but  what 
he  does  assert  is  identical  with  this  proposition,  and  cannot  he 
separated  from  it.  For  having  now  obtained  the  public  mo- 
neys, by  removing  the  deposites  from  the  United  Stales  bank, 
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he  §«y*  they  can  only  he  taken  from  liim  by  a new  law,  which 
■hall  regulate  tlieir  disposition  for  the  future.  To  the  enact- 
ment ofstich  a law  his  own  sanction  is  necessary,  if  it  be  pass- 
ed by  a majority,  and  not  by  two-thirds  of  the  senate  and  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  And  if  he  is  dissati-fied  with  its  pro 
visions,  or  unwillin;'  to  r*  'ax  his  grasp,  he  can  and  will  veto  it. 

So  it  is  plain  that  he  does  virtually  maintain  the  existence  of  a 
right  in  himself  to  hold  tlie  purse  of  the  republic,  contrary  to 
the  will  of  a m.ajority  of  both  houses  ofconsrress. 

This  cannot  be  in  my  judgment  the  true  meaning  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States.  The  illustrioits  men  who  framed 
that  instrument,  knew  too  well  by  Hie  experience  of  the  past, 
that  the  future  would  be  most  wretchedly  provided  for,  if  such 
a power  was  vested  in  any  one  man.  'J'he  fatal  error  into  which 
the  president  has  been  led,  is  to  consider  himself  the  depository 
and  guardian  oftlie  public  money,  wnfif  a law  he  passed  to  de- 
prive kim  of  it;  while  it  is  clear  on  the  contrary,  that  until  a law 
i(  enacted  giving  him  such  power,  he  cannot  constitutionally  ex- 
ercise any  control  over  the  people’s  money.  I regard,  therefore, 
the  doctrine  lately  put  forward  hy  him,  as  unsound  in  princitde, 
and  leading  to  consequences  which  no  patriot  can  contemplate 
without  dism.ay.  In  conjunction  with  the  enlightened  states- 
men now  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  I shall,  yon  may  be 
assured,  fellow  citizens,  be  found  firmly  resisting  by  all  consti- 
tutional means  such  an  extraordinary  assumption  of  authority. 
The  necessity  for  a vigoioiis^ resistance  to  it,  is  not  diminished  by 
conceding,  that  the  chief  magistrate  has  not  the  evil  intention 
of  destroying  the  liberties  of  his  country.  On  the  coiilrary,  the 
more  virtuous  the  man  who,  through  the  influence  of  false  coun- 
cils and  violent  passions,  sets  a had  example,  the  more  danger- 
ous the  precedent  becomes  for  posterity. 

The  state  of  my  health,  which  is  the  cause  of  my  present  visit 
to  your  city,  forbids  me  to  accept  the  invitation  you  have  been 
so  kind  as  to  convey  to  me.  I pray  you  to  express  to  those 
whom  you  represent,  the  regret  I feel  at  my  inability  to  meet 
them;  and  accept  my  thanks  for  the  obliging  manner  in  which 
you  have  conveyed  their  wishes. 

I remain  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  PORTER. 

To  Messrs.  James  Gowen,  John  Maitland,  JUex.  Cook,  Charles 
Johnson,  Wm,  Ferris,  James  McHenry,  John  Waters,  4'c. 

ELECTIONEERIXG 

on  TUIXGS  TO  BE  LAUOHEn  AT. 

The  folbwing  with  all  its  italics,  CAPITALS  and 
notes  of  admiration!!!  is  copied  from  a late  tiumber  of 
that  solemn,  “Alinerva-bird”-like  paper,  the  “Rich- 
mond Enquirer,” 

Glorious!  Glorious!!  Thrice  Glorious!!!  GREAT  WA- 
TERLOO VICTORY  IN  HALIFAX.  I told  you  so.  And  I 
am  certain  that  I shall  never  die  contented,  unless  I commu- 
nicate to  you  what  a victory  the  Jackson  and  anti-bank  de- 
mocracy have  achieved  for  tlieir  country.  Sneed  and  Carring- 
ton are  elected  hy  a large  majority  over  Bruce  and  Sims,  the 
coalition  candidates.”  “Such  a victory  is  worth  talking  of:  it 
should  be  published  in  all  the  journals  of  Washington,  that 
Halifax,  the  largest  county  in  the  slate,  in  population,  and,  in 
axtent  of  territory,  equal  to  senator  Tyler’s  whole  empire— that 
Halifax  noted  for  the  quantity  and  the  quality  of  her  tobacco— 
that  Halifax  which  is  proverbial  from  Baffin’s  bay  to  Cape  Horn, 
and  all  along  the  coast  of  Massachusetts,  has  come  out  trium- 
phant for  the  good  cause.” 

Now  this  awful  county,  at  the  last  census,  contained 
28,034  inhabitants,  of  whom  14,307  were  persons  of  co- 
lor—-nearly  14,000  being  slaves.  Deduct  these,  and  the 
people  of  this  vast  county,  (13,727),  do  not  equal  those  of 
some  of  the  wards  of  our  cities! 

— 

FRENCH  CLAIMS. 

The  report  made  to  the  French  chamber  of  deputies  in  March 
last,  by  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  convention  of 
July,  1831,  between  the  two  nations,  has  been  translated  by  or- 
der of  the  stale  department,  and  is  published  in  the  Washington 
Globe.  The  reporfconcludes  with  a bill  for  carrying  the  con- 
vention into  effect. 

The  French  report  gives  a long  historical  account  of  the  ori- 
gin ofthese  claims,and  the  various  conflicting  decrees  and  orders 
in  council, — British  and  French, — hy  which  the  neutral  rights 
of  the  United  States  were  invaded  by  both  belligerents,  and 
under  color  of  which  so  vast  an  amount  of  American  property 
was  seized  and  confiscated.  These  incidents  arc  successively 
sketched  from  the  convention  of  1800,  through  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana  in  1803;  the  British  orders  in  council  of  1804-5-6;  the 
Berlin,  Milan  and  Rambouillet  Decrees  of  Napoleon;  the  embar- 
go and  non-intercourse  acts  of  America,  to  the  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees  in  1811,  and  the  war  of  181^.  In  all  these 
harsh  and  retaliatory  measures,  the  abstract  injustice  of  the 
system  of  commercial  warfare  is  frankly  admitted,  and  quoting 
the  language  of  Napoleon,  it  is  classed  with  “the  barbarism  of 
the  earlv  ages.” 

To  this  follows  a history  of  the  negotiations  between  the  two 
nations  for  adjusting  the  controversy,  beginning  with  that  con- 
dueted  hy  Joel  Barlow  in  1812,  down  to  the  final  convention  of 
18.31,  concluded  by  Mr.  Rives. 

The  first  official  French  document  recognizing  the  right  of 
the  Americans  to  indemnification,  is  the  report  of  the  duke  of 


Vicenza  (Caulainconrt,)  mini«ter  of  foreign  affairs  in  1814,  just 
befrrre  the  fall  of  Napoleon.  3'he  report  deserves  notice  as  con- 
taining very  nearly  the  admissions  which  were  made  the  basis  of 
the  late  arrangement.  1'he  claim  to  indemnity  for  seizures  made 
under  tbe  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  wa.<  rejected,  and  the  claims 
of  Hie  snflrirers  limited  to  seizures  made  alter  the  revocation  of 
those  deeree.<  in  1810;  seizures  made  when  the  vessels  captured 
had  110  knowledge  of  the  decrees,  of  vessels  destroyed  at  sea  hy 
slate  vessels;  and  the  seizures  made  at  St,  Sehastiaiis.  The 
amount  of  indemnifications  wa<  put  at  18,000,000  of  francs. 

Mr.  Barlow’s  first  note  in  1812,  exliihiled  tin;  amount  at  70,- 
000,000  of  francs.  'J’lie  president’s  message  in  that  year,  g.iv* 
a list  of. 558,  captured  vessels;  and  Mr.  Rives,  in  1831,  submit- 
ted a list  of  485,  which  lie  stated  to  be  incomplete,  the  value  of 
which  he  estimated  at  $14,000,000  about  tlie  same  amount  as 
that  claimed  by  Mr.  Barlow  in  1812. 

The  favorable  reception  of  the  American  claims  by  Napoleon 
is  explained  by  the  report,  by  his  desire  to  do  an  act  of  justice, 
and  at  the  same  time  ^‘encourage  them  in  their  efforts”  in  the 
war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  fall  ol  Napoleon  and  the  establishment  of  the  government 
of  the  Bourbons,  changed  the  face  of  affairs.  Louis  and  Charles 
set  up  counter  pretensions,  which  showed  their  determination 
to  avoid  the  payment  of  any  portion  of  the  claims,  if  possible. 
Their  first  claim  was  one  of  indemnification  for  a breach  of  trea- 
ty of  1803 — hy  which  French  vessels  were  to  be  admitted  into 
tlie  ports  of  Louisiana,  on  the  same  footing  with  the  most  favor- 
ed nation;  but  by  tlie  treaty  of  Ghent  the  English  had  received 
greater  favors.  The  second  was  the  peremptory  plea,  that  the 
royal  government  was  not  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Napoleon.  It  would  comply  with  contracts  and 
pay  debts,  but  did  not  consider  itself  bound  to  make  reparation 
for  acts  of  spoliation. 

The  negotiation  nevertheless  continued  until  the  revolution 
of  July,  and  the  fall  of  Charles  X.  After  that  occurrence,  the 
report  proceeds  to  say,  the  government  thought  it  '■'prudent  and 
proper,”  seriously  to  resnnie  its  negotiations  with  the  United 
Stales,  “which  had  been  raised  by  a long  period  of  prosperity  to 
an  eminent  rank  among  foreign  powers,  and  were  in  a situation 
to  make  their  flag  respected.’’  Hence  the  commission  to  settle 
the  convention,  and  final  selllemenl  in  1831.  The  principle  of 
non-responsibility  for  the  acts  of  the  imperial  governmeiu  was 
immediately  laid  aside,  the  justice  of  the  general  claims  to  in- 
demnity, as  asserted  by  the  American  government,  subject  to 
discussion  and  exceptions  of  some  classes,  was  admitted  at  once, 
and  tlie  amount  and  details  of  indemnification  were  speedily 
settled.  The  exclusion  of  the  Dutch  cases,  and  other  classes  of 
prizes  reduced  the  sum  claimed  by  Mr.  Barlow,  and  after  reci- 
procal offers  and  discussions,  25,000,000  francs  were  agreed 
upon. 

The  rest  of  the  report  is  occupied  with  an  examination  of  the 
different  classes  of  prizes  and  their  amounts,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  sum  of25.000,000  francs  is  not  more  than  ought  to  have 
been  granted.  The  report  concludes  with  a bill  appropriating 
the  necessary  sum.  IBallimore  American. 

TREATY  BETWEEN  THE  U.  STATES  AND  FRANCE. 

Chamber  of  deputies,  28th  March. 

The  chamber  took  into  consideration  the  project  of  law  re- 
lative to  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

M.  Boissy  d’Anglas  spoke  against  the  project.  Gentlemen, 
he  said,  if  the  treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  you  are  called 
upon  to  sanction  by  a vote  of  25,000,000  francs,  were  useful  to 
France — if  it  were  based  upon  a principle  of  reciprocity,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  express  my  approbation  of  it;  but,  as  far 
as  I can  see  at  present,  the  necessity  of  such  a measure  has 
tioi  been  demonstrated.  The  United  States  have  confiscated 
our  vessels,  and  have  done  the  greatest  injury  to  our  commerce 
— circumstances  which  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficient  to  in- 
duce us  to  grant  that  government  an  indemnity. 

General  Horace  Sebastiani  read  a discourse  in  favor  of  the 
project.  He  said  that  it  was  he  who,  when  the  minister  of  fo- 
reign affairs,  signed  the  treaty,  the  money  clauses  of  which  are 
now  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  chamber.  He  re- 
minded the  chamber  that  even  the  imperial  government  had 
acknowledged  the  justice  of  these  claims — at  least  a very  large 
portion  of  them.  M.  De  Caulainconrt,  when  minister,  valued 
them  at  15  to  20  millions.  But  at  that  time  the  emperor  was 
approaching  to  his  downfall,  and  he  has  left  this  obligation  to 
the  country  to  fulfil.  At  the  restoration,  when  all  the  other 
powers  w-ere  wresting  from  us,  the  United  Stales  alone  refused 
The  intervention  of  the  conquerors,  and  did  not  put  forward 
those  claims  until  the  year  1816.  The  then  ministers  declined 
to  enter  into  any  arrangement,  on  the  ground  of  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  national  finances,  .and  advised  an  adjournment  of 
the  demand  to  a future  period.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  ques- 
tion when  the  revolution  of  July  broke  out.  Tliis  great  event 
cemented  siill  more  the  good  understanding  between  the  two 
countries.  The  United  State.®  again,  btoughi  forward  their 
claims.  The  debt  involved  great  political  and  commercial  in- 
tere.«ts,and  the  king’s  ministers,  und'^r  the  influence  of  such 
considerations,  did  not  hesitate  to  conclude  the  treaty  now  be- 
fore yon. 

M.  Bignon  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  French  government 
had  not,  in  this  transaction,  profited  as  much  as  it  might  have 
done  of  the  favorable  position  in  which  it  found  itself.  The 
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honorable  deputy  added,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  an 
indemnity  sliould  not  be  given,  but  one  much  less  onerous  than 
that  now  proposed  might  have  been  agreed  upon.  The  hon. 
deputy  concluded  by  proposing  to  reduce  the  indemnity  to 
12.000,000. 

I'he  minister  of  foreign  affairs  said,  that  the  government 
could  not  be  justly  blamed  for  any  delay  in  bringing  forward 
this  project,  which  had  been  already  presented  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding sessions,  atid  its  not  having  been  discussed  and  voted 
was  owing  to  the  pressure  of  other  business  before  the  cham- 
ber. 

M.  Gay  entered  into  a refutation  of  the  objections  made  by 
M.  Bignon. 

M.  Anguis  voted  against  the  project,  and  said,  if  this  indem- 
nity to  the  American  government  was  granted,  there  would  be 
no  reason  to  refuse  others  of  a similar  kind,  which  would,  no 
doubt,  be  brought  forward  by  other  countries. 

On  the  1st  April  the  discussion  was  resumed.  The  following 
are  extracts  from  some  of  the  speeches — 

M.  A.  Delainartine,  after  some  general  reflections  upon  the 
imperial  diplomacy,  w’hich,  he  said,  in  default  of  reasons  made 
use  of  gend’armes,  and  tore  the  pope  from  the  altar  of  St. 
Peter’s,  and  the  Spanish  monarchs  from  their  royal  residence 
at  Madrid,  entered  upon  the  question  before  the  chamber,  and 
said  the  only  question  to  be  decided  was,  if  we  werej- or  not, 
debtors  of  the  United  States.  In  his  opinion,  the  debt  was 
established;  for  during  17  years  it  has  been  under  examination 
and  discussion,  and  the  only  man  whom  France  and  the  United 
States  could  choose  as  arbiter,  general  Lafayette,  has  declared 
that  he  most  conscientiously  believes  that  thirty  millions  of 
ftancs  at  least  are  due  to  the  Americans.  (Exclamations  of 
various  kinds.)  The  honorable  deputy  concluded  by  saying 
that  the  rejection  of  the  project  might  produce  a hostile  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  and  lead  to  the  most  disas- 
trous results  for  our  commerce. 

M.  Dupont  made  some  observations  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tions of  public  right  involved  in  the  project  of  law,  which  he 
voted  against. 

M.Duchatel  expressed  an  opinion  similar  to  that  already  put 
forward  by  some  of  the  preceding  speakers — that  the  advan- 
tages reaped  by  the  Americans  by  the  carrying  trade  during  the 
war  between  England  and  France  could,  under  no  point  of 
view,  be  considered  as  compensation  for  the  injury  done  to 
others  by  the  decrees  of  Milan  and  Berlin.  The  debt,  he  added, 
was  the  result  of  injustice — an  injustice  not  attempted  to  be 
denied— an  injustice  which  was  not  the  effect  of  war,  but  which 
was  committed  in  time  of  peace,  for  there  was  no  war  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ad- 
vantages said  to  be  gained  by  the  Americans  were  not  of  our 
creating,  but  were  the  results  of  the  good  fortune  or  favorable 
chance  which  crowned  enterprises  where  they  risked  all  to 
gain  something.  With  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana,  the  honorable  deputy  observed  that  our  rights  to 
that  territory  was  contested,  and  might  not  have  been  eventu- 
ally recognized.  It  was  therefore  not  any  thing  in  possession 
that  we  gave  up;  we  only  abandoned  a doubtful  law  suit;  and 
what  did  we  obtain  in  exchangei’— a real  and  solid  advantage, 
in  a considerable  diminution  of  duties  upon  our  wines,  which 
has  lead  to  an  immense  extension  of  our  commerce.  These 
diminutions  have  been,  according  to  the  various  qualities  of  the 
wines  from  42f.  to  30f.  from  21f.  to  14f.  and  from  14f.  to  8f.  and 
these  lessened  duties  were  to  have  been  still  further  diminished 
one-half  at  the  end  of  March,  1834. 

[M.  Duchatel ' proceeded  further  to  shew  the  advantages 
which  France  derived  from  her  trade  with  the  United  States.] 
M.  Salverte  contended  that  the  arguments  drawn  from  the 
injury  that  might  ensue  to  our  commerce  from  the  rejection  of 
the  protest,  appeared  to  him  of  no  weight.  He  had,  he  said,  a 
better  opinion  of  the  wisdom  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  than  to  suppose  it  would  act  lightly  in  so  grave  a matter, 
and  in  a fit  of  puerile  anger,  lay  on  additional  duties  on  the  pro- 
ductions of  France — a proceeding  which  must  speedily  re-act 
upon  the  prosperity  of  America  herself.  Besides  added  the  hon. 
deputy,  the  time  is  passed  for  waging  war  by  means  of  custom 
house  officers;  duties  are  no  longer  imposed  out  of  hatred  or  an- 
ger to  foreign  countries,  but  only  with  a view  of  encouraging 
the  productions  of  our  own.  But  continued  the  hon.  deputy, 
what  is  to  hinder  the  Americans,  after  being  paid  our  25,000,000 
from  excluding,  by  increased  duties,  our  wines  and  silks,  if  they 
should  find  it  their  interest  to  do  so.?  I do  not  say  that  this  will 
be  the  case,  but  I merely  mention  the  possibility  of  such  an  e- 
vent,  to  show  you  that  it  is  interest  that  will  always  regulate 
the  conduct  of  a people  so  essentially  calculating  as  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  hon.  deputy,  after  having  reproached  the  minister 
for  foreign  affairs  with  having  designated  those  who  should  vote 
against  the  project  as  the  cause  of  any  future  decline  of  our 
manufactures,  and  any  public  disorders  resulting  therefrom, 
concluded  by  voting  against  the  project.  [Cries  of ‘-question, 
question.”] 

M.  Berryer  requested  to  be  allowed  to  put  a question  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  relative  to  28  American  ships  which 
had  been  seized  in  some  of  the  Spanish  ports  and  confiscated. 
The  value  of  these  vessels  and  their  cargoes  added  the  hon.  de- 
puty, was,  according  to  the  minister’s  statement,  8,000,000 
francs,  from  which  sum  it  figures  in  the  25,000,000  francs  of  in- 
demnity; so  that  we  thus  give  to  America  8,000,000  francs,  to  in- 
demnify her  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  confiscation  of  her 
ships  by  Spain.  The  hon.  deputy  proceeded  to  state  that  in  the 


treaty  of  1819,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  all  claims 
relative  to  these  vessels  were  definitely  and  positively  declared 
to  be  given  up  by  America,  and  Spain  for  ever  discharged  from 
every  demand  relative  to  them. 

By  this  arrangement  (added  the  hon.  deputy),  America  trans- 
ferred the  claims  she  might  have  had  on  France,  for  these  prizes, 
to  Spain,  and  by  this  treaty  definitively  arranged  them.  It  there- 
fore appears  that  these  8,000,0001'.,  which  are  included  in  the 
present  indemnity,  are,  according  to  this  arrangement,  to  be  paid 
twice  over. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  said — The  answer  to  M.  Berry- 
er’s  question  is  very  simple.  The  treaty  of  which  he  speaks  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question  relative  to  the  ships  seized  in 
the  Spanish  ports  of  St.  Sebastian,  Bilboa,  and  Passage.  The 
history  of  these  seizures  is  as  follows: — On  the  10th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1810,  an  order  came  to  bring  these  ships  to  Bayonne  from 
the  Spanish  ports,  where  they  had  been  seized,  and  into  which 
they  had  been  inveigled  at  the  suggestion  of  the  French  general 
then  commanding  in  that  part  of  Spain.  These  vessels  and  their 
cargoes  were  sold  at  Bayonne,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  paid 
into  the  public  treasury.  The  object  of  the  treaty  of  18'l9  was 
to  liquidate  the  debts  due  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  and  not 
those  due  by  France  to  America,  arising  out  of  facts  that  hap- 
pened in  Spain,  which  was  then  occupied  by  the  French  armies. 

Mr  Berryer  again  insisted  upon  his  view  of  the  subject. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  replied — Not  one  of  the  ships 
for  which  an  indemnity  has  been  given  in  the  treaty  of  1831, 
now  before  the  cliamber,  is  alluded  to  by  the  treaty  of  1810,  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States.  That  treaty,  therefore,  has 
nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the  present  question. 

M.  Mauguin  began  by  expressing  a similar  opinion  to  that  of 
M.  Berryer,  with  regard  to  the  vessels  seized  in  Spanish  ports, 
and  the  treaty  of  1819.  The  hon.  deputy,  in  alluding  to  what  had 
been  asserted  in  a previous  part  of  the  debate,  by  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  that  the  government  of  the  restoration  was  on  the 
point  of  granting  an  indemnity  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  said  he  would  repeat  an  expression  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion,did  honor  to  a man  now  in  misfortune.  The  hon.  deputy  sta- 
ted that  being  one  of  the  commission  charged  with  interrogating 
prince  Polignac,  when  confined  in  the  castle  of  "Vincennes,  he 
had  heard  him  in  the  intervals  of  examination,  when  the  mem- 
bers of  the  commission  and  the  fallen  minister  were  engaged  in 
speaking  on  miscellaneous  subjects,  say  on  the  American  claims 
being  mentioned,  “Take  care,  I have  studied  that  question,  and 
we  owe  nothing  to  the  United  States.”  I repeat,  he  uttered  this 
language  with  so  profound  a feeling  of  nationality,  that  I felt  it 
impossible  to  resist  its  impression.  I shall  add,  said  the  hon, 
deputy,  that  in  the  correspondence  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the 
east,  which  I have  seen,  the  sentiments  recorded  there  by  prince 
Polignac,  were  frank,  noble,  and  altogether  worthy  of  a PTench- 
man.  (Exclamations  from  the  centre.) 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  said  that  he  must  regret  that 
the  name  of  prince  Polignac  was  introduced  into  the  discussion. 
The  minister  added,  that  prince  Polignae  had  positively  admit- 
ted the  right  of  America  to  an  indemnity,  and  that  what  he 
said  to  M.  Mauguin  must  have  been  in  a general  and  vague 
manner,  or  otherwise  would  be  contradiction  with  himself. 

After  a few  observations  from  M.  Isambert,  which  were  lost 
amidst  cries  of  “question,”  the  chamber  proceeded  to  ballot  on 
art.  1,  relative  to  the  indemnity  of  25,000, OOOf.  The  result  was 
as  follows: 

Number  of  votes,  344.  For  the  article, 168;  against  it,  176—8 
majority  against  the  article.  (Prolonged  sensation  in  the  cham- 
ber.) At  6 o’clock  the  chamber  rose. 

dl^In  consequence  of  this  result  two  of  the  ministers,  the 
due  de  Broglie,  and  gen.  Sebastiani  resigned  their  places.  They 
had  much  exerted  themselves  to  obtain  a different  vote.  A ca- 
binet council  was  held  at  the  Tuileties  the  same  evening,  and 
the  ministers  all  present  except  the  two  who  had  sent  in  their 
resignations,  which,  it  is  said,  an  effort  would  be  made  to  in- 
duce them  to  recall;  but  at  the  latest  moment  of  the  accounts 
from  Paris,  it  had  not  been  effectual. 

It  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  claims  caused  the  rejection 
of  the  bill — many  members  having  made  up  their  minds  that 
twelve  millions  of  francs  was  an  ample  compensation  for  the 
real  amount  of  losses  sustained. 

— @ a<«i— 

PUBLIC  DIRECTORS— BANK  UNITED  STATES. 

THE  MESSAGE. 

Washington,  Ilf  A March,  1834. 

To  the  senate: 

I renominate  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager  and  John  T. 
Sullivan,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Baltimore, 
to  be  directors  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1834. 

I disclaim  all  preten.sion,  of  right,  on  the  pari  of  the  presi- 
dent, officially  to  inquire  into,  or  call  in  question,  the  reasons 
of  the  senate  for  rejecting  any  nomination  whatsoever.  As  the 
president  is  not  responsible  to  them  for  the  reasons  which  in- 
duce him  to  make  a nomination,  so  they  are  not  responsible  to 
him  for  the  reasons  which  induce  them  to  reject  it.  In  these 
respects,  each  is  independent  of  the  other,  and  both  responsible 
to  their  respective  constituents.  Nevertheless,  the  attitude  in 
which  certain  vital  interests  of  the  connliy  are  placed  by  the 
rejection  of  the  gentlemen  now  renominated,  require  of  me 
frankly  to  communicate  my  views  of  the  conse.quences  which 
must  necessarily  follow  this  act  of  the  senate,  if  it  be  not  re- 
considered. 
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The  characters  and  standing  of  these  gentlemen  are  well 
known  to  the  community,  and  eminently  qualify  them  for  the 
offices  to  which  I propose  to  appoint  them.  Their  conhrmaiion 
by  the  senate,  at  its  last  session,  to  the  same  offices,  is  proof 
that  such  was  the  opinion  of  them  entertained  by  the  senate  at 
that  time;  and  unless  something  has  occured  since  to  change  it, 
this  act  may  now  be  referred  to  as  evidence  that  their  talents 
and  pursuits  justify  their  selection. 

The  refusal,  however,  to  confirm  their  nominations  to  the 
same  offices  shows  that  there  is  something  in  the  conduct  ol 
these  gentlemen,  during  the  last  year,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  senate,  disqualifies  them,  and  as  no  charge  has  been  made 
against  them  as  men  or  citizens,  nothing  which  impeaches  the 
fair  private  character  they  possessed  when  the  senate  gave 
them  their  sanction  at  its  last  session;  and  as  it  moreover  ap- 
pears from  the  journal  of  the  senate,  recently  transmitted  for  my 
inspection,  that  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  inquire  into 
their  qualifications  or  character;  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the 
change  in  the  opinion  of  the  senate  has  arisen  from  the  official 
conduct  of  these  gentlemen.  The  only  circumstances  in  their 
official  conduct,  which  have  been  deemed  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  attract  public  attention,  are  the  two  reports  made  by 
them  to  the  executive  department  of  the  government;  the  one 
bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  April,  and  the  other  the  19th  day  of 
August  last;  both  of  which  reports  were  coinmunicated  to  the 
senate  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  his  reasons  for  re- 
moving the  deposites. 

The  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  these  reports  is  not,  I pre- 
sume, questioned  by  any  one.  The  high  character  and  stand- 
ing of  the  citizens  by  whom  they  were  made  prevent  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  the  statements  have  not  been  de- 
nied by  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  the  other  directors.  On 
the  contrary,  they  have  insisted  that  they  were  authorised  to 
use  the  money  of  the  bank  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  two  re- 
ports, and  have  not  denied  that  the  charges  there  made  against 
the  corporation  are  substantially  true.  It  must  be  taken,  there- 
fore, as  admitted,  that  the  statements  of  the  public  directors,  in 
the  reports  above  mentioned,  are  correct:  and  they  disclose  the 
most  alarming  abuses,  on  the  part  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
most  strenuous  exertions,  on  their  part,  to  put  an  end  to  them. 
They  prove  that  enormous  sums  were  secretly  lavished,  in  a 
manner,  and  for  purposes,  that  cannot  be  justified,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  immense  capital  of  the  bank  has  been  virtually 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a single  individual,  to  be  used,  if  he 
thinks  proper,  to  corrupt  the  press,  and  to  control  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  government,  by  exercising  an  undue  influence 
over  elections. 

The  reports  were  made  in  obedience  to  my  official  directions; 
and  I herewith  transmit  copies  of  my  letters  calling  for  infor- 
mation of  the  proceedings  of  the  bank.  Were  they  bound  to 
disregard  the  call.^  Was  it  their  duty  to  remain  silent,  while 
abuses  of  the  most  injurious  and  dangerous  character  were 
daily  practised.’  Were  they  bound  to  conceal  from  the  con- 
stituted authorities  a course  of  measures  destructive  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country,  and  intended  gradually  and  secretly  to 
subvert  the  foundations  of  our  government,  and  to  transfer  its 
powers  from  the  hands  of  the  people  to  a great  moneyed  cor 
poration?  Was  it  their  duty  to  sit  in  silence  at  the  board,  and 
witness  all  these  abuses,  without  an  attempt  to  correct  them; 
or,  in  case  of  failure  there,  not  to  appeal  to  higher  authority.’ 
The  eighth  fundamental  rule  authorises  any  one  of  the  direc- 
tors, whether  elected  or  appointed,  who  may  have  been  absent 
when  an  access  of  debt  was  created,  or  who  may  have  dissent- 
ed from  the  act,  to  exonerate  himself  from  personal  responsibi- 
lity by  giving  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  president  of  the  United 
States;  thus  recognizing  the  propriety  of  communicating  to  that 
officer  the  proceedings  of  the  board  in  such  cases.  But,  inde- 
pendently of  any  argument  to  be  derived  from  the  principle  re- 
cognized in  the  rule  referred  to,  I cannot  doubt  for  a moment 
that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  director  at  the  board  to 
attempt  to  correct  all  illegal  proceedings,  and,  in  case  of  failure, 
to  disclose  them;  and  that  ^ery  one  of  them,  whether  elected 
by  the  stockholders  or  appointed  by  the  government,  who  had 
knowledge  of  the  facts  and  concealed  them,  would  be  justly 
amenable  to  the  severest  censure. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  public  directors  it  was  their  peculiar 
ai^d  official  duty  to  make  the  disclosures:  and  the  call  upon 
them  for  information  could  not  have  been  disregarded  without 
a flagrant  breach  of  their  trust.  The  directors  appointed  by 
the  United  States  cannot  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  ordi- 
nary directors  of  a bank  appointed  by  the  stockholders,  and 
charged  with  the  care  of  their  pecuniary  interests  in  the  corpo- 
ration. They  have  higher  and  more  important  duties.  They 
are  public  officers.  They  are  placed  at  the  board  not  merely  to 
represent  the  stock  held  by  the  United  States,  but  to  observe 
the  conduct  of  the  corporation,  and  to  watch  over  the  public  in- 
terests. It  was  foreseen  that  this  great  moneyed  monopoly 
might  be  so  managed  as  to  endanger  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try: and  it  was  therefore  deemed  necessary,  as  a measure  of 
precaution,  to  place  at  the  board  watchful  sentinels,  who  should 
observe  its  conduct,  and  stand  ready  to  report  to  the  proper  offi- 
cers of  the  government  every  act  of  the  board  which  might  af- 
fect injuriously  the  interests  of  the  people. 

The  whole  frame  of  the  charter,  as  well  as  the  manner  of 
their  appointment,  proves  this  to  be  their  true  character.  The 
United  States  are  not  represented  at  the  board  by  these  directors 
merely  on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  government.  The 


right  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  directors,  and  the  number 
appointed,  do  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  stock;  for  if 
every  share  should  be  sold,  and  the  United  Slates  cease  to  be  a 
stockholder  altogether,  yet,  under  the  charier,  the  right  to  ap- 
point five  directors  would  still  remain,  in  such  a case,  what 
would  be  the  character  of  the  directors.’  They  would  represent 
no  Slock  and  be  chosen  by  no  stockholder.  Yet  they  would 
have  a right  to  sit  at  the  board;  to  vote  on  all  questions  submit- 
ted to  it;  and  to  be  made  acquainted  with  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  corporation.  They  would  not,  in  such  a case,  be  ordinary 
directors  chosen  by  the  stockholders  in  proportion  to  their 
stock.  But  they  would  be  public  officers  appointed  to  guard 
the  public  interests;  and  their  tiulies  must  conform  to  their 
office.  They  are  not  the  duties  of  an  ordinary  director  chosen 
by  a stockholder;  but  they  are  the  peculiar  duties  of  a public 
officer,  who  is  bound  on  all  occasions  to  protect,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  lawful  means,  the  public  interests;  and  where  his  own 
authority  is  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  injury,  to  inform  those 
to  whom  the  laws  has  confided  the  necessary  power.  Such, 
then,  is  the  character,  and  such  are  the  duties,  of  the  directors 
appointed  by  the  United  States,  whether  the  public  be  stock- 
holders or  not.  They  are  officers  of  the  United  Slates,  aitd  not 
the  mere  representatives  of  a stockholder. 

The  mode  of  their  appointment,  and  their  tenure  to  office, 
confirm  this  position.  They  are  appointed,  like  other  officers 
of  the  government,  and  by  the  same  authority.  They  do  not 
hold  their  offices  irrevocably  a year  after  their  appointment;  on 
the  contrary, by  the  express  terms  of  the  law,  they  are  liable  to 
be  removed  from  office  at  any  time  by  the  president,  when  in  hia 
judgntent  the  public  interest  shall  require  it.  In  every  respect, 
therefore,  in  which  the  subject  can  be  considered,  it  is  evident 
that  the  five  directors,  appointed  by  the  United  Stales  are  to  be 
regarded  as  public  officers;  who  are  placed  there  in  order  to  ob- 
serve the  conduct  of  the  corporation,  and  to  prevent  abuses 
which  might  otherwise  be  committed. 

Such  being  the  character  of  the  directors  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  obviously  their  duty  to  resist,  and  in 
case  of  failure  to  report  to  the  president,  or  to  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  any  proceedings  of  the  board  by  which  the  public 
interest  may  be  injuriously  affected.  The  president  may  order 
a scire  facias  against  the  bank,  for  a violation  of  its  charier;  and 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  empowered  to  direct  the  money 
of  the  United  States  to  be  deposited  elsewhere,  when,  in  his 
judgment,  the  public  interest  require  it  to  be  done.  The  direc- 
tors of  this  bank,  like  all  others,  are  accustomed  to  sit  with 
closed  doors,  and  do  not  report  their  proceedings  to  any  depart- 
ment of  the  government.  The  monthly  return,  which  the  char- 
ter requires  to  be  made  to  the  treasury  department,  gives  no- 
thing more  than  a general  statement  of  its  pecuniary  condition;- 
and  of  that  but  an  imperfect  one.  For,  although  it  shows  the 
amount  loaned  at  the  bank  and  its  different  branches,  it  does 
not  show  the  condition  of  its  debtors,  nor  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  loans  were  made.  It  does  not  show  whether 
they  are  in  truth  accommodations  granted  in  the  regular  and 
ordinary  course  of  business,  upon  fair  banking  principles,  or 
from  other  motives.  Under  the  name  of  loans,  advances  may 
be  made  to  persons  notoriously  insolvent,  for  the  most  cor- 
rupt and  improper  purposes;  and  a course  of  proceeding  may 
be  adopted,  in  violation  of  its  charter,  while  upon  the  face  of  its 
monthly  statement,  every  thing  would  appear  to  be  fair  and 
correct. 

How,  then,  is  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  official  conduct  of  the  public  direc- 
tors, or  the  abuses  practised  by  the  corporation  for  its  private 
ends,  and  in  violation  of  its  duty  to  the  public.’  The  power  of 
displacing  the  public  directors,  and  that  of  issuing  a scire  facias,, 
and  of  removiim  the  deposite.s,  were  not  intended  to  be  idle  and 
nugatory  provisions,  without  the  means  of  enforcement.  Yet 
they  must  be  wholly  inoperative  and  useless,  unless  there  be 
some  means  by  which  the  official  conduct  of  the  public  direc- 
tors, and  the  abuses  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  corporation, 
may  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  executive  department 
of  the  government. 

Will  it  be  said,  that  the  power  is  given  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  to  examine,  himself,  or  by  his  authorised  agent,  into 
the  conduct  and  condition  of  the  bank.’  The  answer  is  obvious. 

It  could  not  have  been  expected  or  intended  that  he  would 
make  an  examination,  unless  information  was  first  given  to 
him  which  excited  his  suspicions;  and  if  he  did  make  such  a 
general  examination,  without  previous  information  of  miscon- 
duct, it  is  most  probable,  that  in  the  complex  concerns  and  ac- 
counts of  a bank,  it  would  result  in  nothing,  whatever  abuses 
might  have  been  practised. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  duty  of  every  director  to  give  information  of 
such  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  board.  But  the  power  to  is- 
sue a scire  facias,  and  to  remove  the  deposites,  presupposes 
that  the  directors  elected  by  the  stockholders  might  abuse  their 
power;  and  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  congress  intended  to 
rely  on  these  same  directors  to  give  information  of  their  own 
misconduct.  The  government  is  not  accustomed  to  rely  on  the 
offending  party  to  disclose  his  oflence.  It  was  intended  that 
the  power  to  issue  a scire  facias,  and  remove  the  deposites, 
should  be  real  and  effective.  The  necessary  means  of  informa- 
tion were  therefore  provided  in  the  charter;  and  five  officers  of 
the  government  appointed,  in  the  usual  manner,  responsible  to 
the  public  and  not  to  the  stockholders,  were  placed  as  sentinels 
at  the  board,  and  are  bound,  by  the  nature  and  character  of 
their  office,  to  resist,  and,  if  unsaccessful,  to  report  to  the  pro- 
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per  authority  every  infraction  of  the  cliarter,  ami  every  abuse  of 
power,  in  order  tliat  due  im  asures  should  be  taken  to  punish  or 
correct  it;  and,  in  like  iHanner,  it  is  their  duly  to  give,  when 
called  upon,  any  explanation  of  their  own  official  conduct  touch 
in”  the  inaiiagenieiit  of  ihe  institution. 

It  was,  perhaps,  scarcely  necessary  to  present  to  the  senate 
these  views  of  the  power  of  the  executive,  and  of  the  duties  of 
tlie  five  directors  appointed  by  ilie  United  Slates.  Uul  the  bank 
is  believed  to  be  now  striving  to  obtain  Cor  itself  tin;  government 
of  the  country;  and  is  seeking,  by  new  and  strained  construc- 
tions, to  wrest  from  llie  hands  of  the  constituted  autlioriiies  the 
salutary  control  reserved  by  the  charier.  And,  as  misrepresen 
talion  is  one  of  its  most  usual  weapons  of  attack,  1 have  d<;em- 
ed  it  my  duty  to  put  before  tlie  senate,  in  a manner  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  principles  on  which  I have  acted. 

Entertaining, as  I do,  a solemn  conviction  of  the  truth  of  these 
principles,  I must  adhere  to  them,  and  act  upon  them  with  con- 
stancy and  firmness. 

Aware,  as  I now  am,  of  the  dangerous  machinations  of  the 
bank,  it  is  more  than  ever  my  duty  to  be  vigilant  in  guarding  the 
rights  of  the  people  from  the  impending  danger.  And  1 should 
feel  that  I ought  to  forfeit  the  confidence  with  which  my  coun- 
trymen have  honored  me,  if  1 did  not  require  regular  and  full 
reports  of  every  thing  in  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  calculat- 
ed to  afi'ect  injuiiously  the  public  interests,  from  the  public  di 
rectors.  And,  if  the  directors  should  fail  to  give  the  informa 
tion  called  for,  it  would  be  my  imperious  duty  to  exercise  the 
power  conferred  on  me  by  the  law,  of  removing  them  from  of- 
fice, and  of  appointing  others  who  would  discharge  their  duties 
with  more  fidelity  to  the  public.  I can  never  sufier  any  one  to 
hold  office  under  me  who  would  connive  at  corruption,  or  who 
should  fail  to  give  the  alarm,  when  he  saw  the  enemies  of  liber- 
ty endeavoring  to  sap  the  foundations  of  our  free  msiiiulioHs, 
and  to  subject  the  free  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  do 
minion  ofa  great  moneyed  corporation. 

Any  directors  of  the  bank,  tiierefore,  who  might  be  appointed 
by  the  government,  would  be  required  to  report  to  the  execu- 
tive as  fully  as  the  late  directors  have  done,  and  more  frequent- 
ly, because  the  danger  is  more  imminent:  and  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  require  of  them  a full  detail  of  every  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  corporation,  or  any  of  its  officers,  in  order  that 
I might  be  enabled  to  decide  whether  I should  exercise  the 
power  of  ordering  a scire  facias,  which  is  reserved  to  the  presi- 
dent by  the  charter,  or  adopt  such  other  lawful  measures  as  the 
interests  of  the  country  might  require.  It  is  too  obvious  to  be 
doubted  that  the  misconduct  of  the  corporation  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  light  by  the  aid  of  a public  proceeding  at  the 
board  of  directors.  The  board,  when  called  on  by  tiie  govern- 
ment directors,  refused  to  institute  an  ini]uiry,or  require  an  ac- 
count; and  the  mode  adopted  by  the  latter  was  the  only  one  by 
which  the  object  could  be  attained.  It  would  be  absurd  to  ad 
mit  the  right  of  the  government  directors  to  give  information, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  deny  the  means  of  obtaining  it.  It  would 
be  but  another  mode  of  enabling  the  bank  to  conceal  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  practice,  w'ith  inqiunity,  its  coi ruptions.  In  liie 
mode  of  obtaining  the  information,  therefore,  and  in  their  ef- 
forts to  put  an  end  to  the  abuses  disclosed,  as  well  as  in  report- 
ing them,  the  conduct  of  the  late  directors  was  judicious  and 
praiseworthy;  and  the  honesty,  firmness  and  intelligence  which 
they  have  displayed,  entitle  them,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  grati- 
tude of  the  country. 

But,  if  I do  not  mistake  the  principles  on  which  the  senate 
have  recently  rejected  them,  the  conduct  which  I deem  worthy 
of  praise,  they  treat  as  a breach  of  duty;  and, in  their  judgment, 
the  measures  which  they  look  to  obtain  the  information,  and 
their  efforts  to  put  an  end  to  the  practices  disclosed,  and  the  re- 
ports they  have  made  to  the  executive,  although  true  in  all  their 
parts,  are  regarded  as  an  offence,  and  supposed  to  require  some 
decisive  mark  of  strong  disapprobation. 

If  the  views  of  the  senate  be  such  as  I have  supposed,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  sending  to  the  senate  any  other  names  than  those  of 
the  late  directors,  will  he  at  once  apparent.  I cannot  consent 
to  place  before  the  senate  the  name  of  any  one  who  is  not  pre- 
pared, with  firmness  and  honesty,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
public  director,  in  the  manner  they  were  fulfilled  by  those  whom 
the  senate  have  refused  to  confirm.  If,  for  performing  a duty 
lawfully  required  of  them  by  the  executive,  they  are  to  be 
punished  by  the  subsequent  rejection  of  the  senate,  it  would 
not  only  be  useless,  but  cruel,  to  place  men  of  character  and 
honor  in  that  situation,  if  even  such  men  could  be  found  to  ac- 
cept it.  If  they  failed  to  give  the  required  iiiformaiion,  or  to 
take  proper  measures  to  obtain  it,  they  would  be  removed  by 
Ihe-execativc.  If  they  gave  the  information,  and  look  proper 
measures  to  obtain  it,  they  would,  upon  the  next  nomination, 
be  rejected  by  the  senate.  It  would  be  unjust,  in  me,  to  place 
any  other  citizens  in  the  predicament  in  which  thi.s  unlooked 
for  decision  of  the  senate  has  placed  the  estimable  and  honora- 
ble men  who  were  directors  during  the  last  year. 

If  I am  not  in  error  in  relation  to  the  principles  upon  which 
these  gentlemen  have  been  rejected,  the  necessary  consequence 
will  be  that  the  bank  will  hereafter  be  without  government  di 
rectors,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  must  be  deprived  of 
thek  chief  means  of  protection  against  its  ahu.ses:  for  whatever 
conflicting  opinions  may  exist  as  to  Ihe  right  of  the  directors, 
appointed  in  January,  183.3,  to  hold  over  until  new  appoint- 
ments shall  be  made,  it  is  very  obvious  that,  whiUt  their  rejec- 
tion by  the  senate  remains  in  force,  they  cannot,  with  proprie- 
ty, attempt  to  e.tercUe  such  a power.  In  the  present  state  of 


things,  therefore,  the  corporation  will  be  enabled  effectually  to 
accomplish  the  object  it  has  been  so  long  endeavoring  to  obtain. 

Its  exchange  committees,  and  its  delegated  powers  to  its  presi- 
dent, may  hereafter  be  di.^penr-ed  with,  without  incurring  the 
danger  of  exposing  its  proceedings  to  the  public  view.  The 
seniinels  which  the  law  hud  placed  at  its  board  can  no  longer  ap- 
pear there. 

Justice  to  myself  and  to  the  faithful  officers  by  whom  the  pub- 
lic iias  been  so  well  and  so  honorably  served,  without  compen- 
sation or  reward,  during  the  last  year,  has  required  of  me  this  full 
and  frank  exposition  of  my  motives  for  nominating  them  again, 
alter  their  rejection  by  the  senate.  I repeat,  that  I do  not  ques- 
tion the  right  of  the  senate  to  confirm  or  reject  at  their  pleasure: 
and  if  there  had  been  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rejection 
in  this  case  had  not  been  produced  by  the  causes  to  which  I 
have  attributed  ii,  or  if  rny  views  of  their  duties,  and  the  pre- 
sent impoi  iauce  of  their  rigid  performance,  were  other  tlian  they 
arc,  1 should  have  cheerfully  acquiesced,  and  attempted  to  find 
otlicis  w ho  would  accept  the  unenviable  trust.  But  I cannot 
consent  to  appoint  directors  of  the  bank  to  be  the  subservient 
iiisiruments,  or  silent  spectators,  of  its  abuses  and  corruptions; 
nor  can  1 ask  honorable  men  to  undertake  the  thankless  duty, 
with  the  certain  prospect  of  being  rebuked  by  the  senate  for  its 
faitlifnl  performance  in  pursuance  of  the  lawful  directions  of 
till*  executive. 

I repeat  that  I do  not  claim  a riglil  to  inquire  into,  or  official- 
ly to  cen.'ure,  the  acts  of  the  senate.  Hut  the  situation  in 
vvhicli  the  important  interests  of  tlie  American  people,  vested 
ill  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  aftVcied  by  its  arrange- 
ments, ninsl  necessarily  be  left  hy  the  rejection  of  the  geiille- 
nie.n  now  renominated,  has  made  it  my  duty  to  give  this  expla- 
nation to  the  senate,  and  submit  tlie  matter  to  tlieir  reconsider- 
ation. If  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  senate  that  all  channels 
of  information,  in  relation  to  the  corrupt  proceedings  of  this 
dangerous  corporation,  sliall  he  cut  off,  and  the  government 
and  country  left  exposed  to  its  unrestrained  machinations 
against  the  purity  of  the  press,  and  public  liberty,  I shall,  after 
having  made  this  effort  to  avert  so  great  an  evil,  rest,  fur  the 
justification  of  my  official  course,  with  respectful  confidence, 
on  the  judgment  of  the  American  people. 

In  conclusion,  it  i.s  proper  I should  inform  the  senate  that 
there  is  now  no  government  director  appointed  for  the  present 
year:  Mr.  Bayard,  vvlm  was  nominated  and  confirmed  by  the 
senate,  having  refused  to  accept  that  appointment. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  FINANCE  ON  THE  MESSAGE: 

In  senate,  May  1,  1834. 

Mr.  Tyler,  from  the  committee  bn  finance,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  president  of  tlie  11th  of  March,  re- 
iioiniiialing  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sullivan 
and  iliigli  MeElderry,  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  bestowed  upon  the  subject  the  reflec- 
tion which  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate  would  at  all  times 
command.  The  president,  at  an  early  day  of  the  session,  sub- 
mitted the  nomination  to  the  senate,  of  five  persons,  as  direc- 
tors of  tlie  bank  of  the  U.  Stales.  To  one  of  these  nominations 
tlie  senate  assented;  and  the  person  nominated  was  appointed. 
In  regard  to  the  four  oliiers,  being  tlie  same  persons  now  re- 
noniiiiated  to  the  senate,  no  definitive  decision  was  made  until 
the  27th  day  of  February,  when  they  were  each  separately  re- 
jected by  ayes  and  noes.  The  subjects,  in  the  mean  time,  with 
which  these  nominations  were  in  some  degree  connected, 
had  undergone  a full  and  elaborate  discussion  in  the  senate. 
The  decision,  therefore,  was  well  calculated  to  satisfy  tlie  pre- 
sident that  the  senate  entertained  decisive  objections  to  the 
confirmation  of  these  four  persons;  and  the  journals  of  which 
the  president  usually  sees  a copy,  could  not  fail  to  show  lhal 
each  and  every  one  of  them  was  rejected  by  a clear  majority 
of  tlie  whole  senate.  The  precise  character  of  the  objections 
taken  hy  each  and  every  member  bf  the  majority,  or  even  the 
general  character  of  such  objections,  it  would  be  presumptuous 
in  the  cominillce  to  attempt  to  ascertain.  They  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  go  into  private  conference  wiili  members,  and  to  inter- 
rogate either  tliose.of  the  majority  or  minority,  upon  this  or  any 
other  question,  as  to  the  reasons  of  their  votes.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious that  from  the  constitution  of  tlie  senate;  from  the  manner 
of  its  proceedings;  from  tlie  absolute  right  of  every  member  to 
vote  for  or  against  particular  nominations  for  reasons  of  bis 
own,  whether  others  concur  will)  him  in  those  reasons  or  not, 
the  grounds  of  the  votes  of  individual  members  can  never  be 
set  forth,  nor  aiiibeiitically  known.  The  committee  cannot 
undertake  any  inquiry  into  sncli  grounds  of  individual  opinion; 
nor  do  they  know  any  form  in  wliicli  the  senate  itself,  if  it  were 
so  inclined;  could  compel  individuals  to  stale  the  reasons  of 
their  votes.  The  committee,  tiierefore,  do  not  suppose  it  pro- 
per for  the  senate  by  any  proceeding  to  be  adopted  on  its  part, 
to  undertake  to  .st  i forth  tlie  reasons  of  members  for  rejecting 
these  persons.  It  is  enough  that  the  .senate  in  tlie  exercise  of 
an  nnqiiLsiionable  coiisiitniional  right  has  refused  Us  advice 
and  consent  to  tlie  nominations.  3'his  has  been  officially  cer- 
tified to  the  president,  and  the  committee  lliink  there  is  no 
ground  for  further  inquiry. 

The  president  disclai:ns,  indeed,  in  terms,  all  right  to  inquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  senate  for  rejecting  any  nomination;  and 
yet  the  message  immediately  undertakes  to  infer, from  facts  and 
circumstances,  what  those  reasons,  which  influenced  the  se- 
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natc  in  this  case,  must  have  been,  and  goes  on  to  argue,  much 
at  large,  against  the  validity  of  such  supposed  reasons.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion,  that  if,  as  the  president  admits,  he 
cannot  inquire  into  tlie  reasons  of  the  simale  for  relusing  its 
assent  to  noiiiinations,  it  is  still  more  ch?ar  that  those  reasons 
cannot,  with  propriety,  be  assumed,  and  made  subjects  ofeom 
merit.  . . , 

In  cases  in  which  nominations  are  rejected,  for  reasons  af- 
fecting the  character  ol  the  persons  noininatcd,  the  committee 
think  that  no  inference  is  to  be  drawn,  except  what  the  vote 
thows;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  senate  wiihholds  its  advice  and 
consent  from  the  nominations.  And  the  senate,  not  being 
bound  to  give  reasons  for  its  voles,  in  these  cases,  it  is  not 
bound,  nor  would  it  be  propter  for  it,  as  the  committee  think,  to 
give  any  answer  to  remarks  founded  on  the  presumpiion  ol  what 
such  reasons  must  have  been,  in  the  present  case.  They  feel 
themselves,  therefore, compelled,  to  forego  any  response  what- 
ever to  the  message  of  the  president,  in  this  particular,  as  well 
by  the  reasons  belore  assiuned,  as  out  of  respect  to  that  high 
officer.  The  president  acts  upon  his  own  views  of  public  policy, 
in  making  nominations  to  the  senate;  and  the  senate^ does  no 
more  when  it  confirms  or  rejects  such  nominations.  For  eiiher 
of  these  co  ordinate  departments  to  enter  into  the  considera- 
tion of  the  motives  of  the  other  would  not,  and  could  not 
fail,  in  the  end,  to  break  all  harmonious  intercourse  between 
them.  This,  your  conimiltee  would  deplore  as  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  best  interests  of  the  country.  The  president, 
doubtless,  asks  himself,  in  the  case  of  every  noniiiiatioii  for 
office,  whether  the  person  be  fit  for  the  office;  wliellier  he 
he  actuated  by  correct  views  and  motives;  and  whether  he  be 
likely  to  be  influenced  by  those  considerations  which  should 
alone  govern  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  is  he  honest, 
cap.ible  and  faithful?  Being  satisfied  in  these  particulars,  the 
president  submits  his  name  to  the  senate,  where  the  same  in- 
quiries arise,  and  its  decision  should  be  presumed  to  be  dictated 
by  the  same  high  considerations  as  those  which  govern  the  pre- 
sident, in  originating  the  nomination.  For  these  reasons,  the 
committee  have  altogether  refr.iined  from  entering  into  any 
discussion  of  the  legal  duties  and-obligatioiis  ofdirectors  of  the 
bank  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  which  form  the 
main  topic  of  the  message. 

The  conimiltee  would  not  feel  that  it  had  fully  acquitted  itself 
of  its  obligations,  if  it  did  not  avail  itself  of  this  occa?ion  to  call 
the  atleniiun  of  the  senate  to  the  general  subject  of  renomina- 
tion. 

The  committee  do  not  deny  that  a right  of  renomination  ex- 
ists; but  they  are  of  opinion,  that  in  very  clear  and  strong  cases 
only,  should  the  senate  reverse  decisions  which  it  has  delibe- 
rately formed  and  officially  communicated  to  the  president.  In 
military  and  naval  appointments  it  is  possible  that  questions, 
not  of  personal  fitness  for  office,  hut  of  the  right  of  individuals 
to  rank  and  grade,  may  arise  between  the  president  and  senate; 
and  that  nominations  may  be  rejected,  pending  such  questions, 
which  might  propeily  be  renewed  under  other  laws,  or  a new 
state  of  circumstances.  And  in  regard,  too,  to  diplomatic  ap 
pointments,  the  question  may,  perhaps,  sometimes  turn,  not  on 
the  fitness  of  the  peisoii  nominated,  but  on  the  propriety  of  any 
appointment,  or  of  any  such  mission  as  is  proposed.  If  new  in- 
formation should  be  given,  shedding  new  light  satisfactory  to 
the  senate,  in  such  case  it  may  be  a proper  reason  for  agreeing 
to  nominations  once  rejected;  nor  will  the  coinmittee  say  that 
there  may  not  be  other  cases  in  which  a person  once  rejected 
may  be  properly  again  presented  to  the  senate.  But  the  com- 
mittee think  that  in  a case  in  which  the  decision  of  the  senate 
has  been  deliberately  made  upon  the  sole  question  of  the  fitness 
of  the  persons  for  the  offices  to  which  they  are  nominated,  and 
its  assent  has  been  withheld,  it  ought  not,  without  very  strong 
and  clear  reasons,  to  change  that  decision  upon  a renoniina- 
lion.  The  committee  has  caused  the  jouinals  of  the  senate  to 
be  examined  in  reference  to  the  practice  of  renominaticn,  and 
they  find  that,  during  the  presidential  terms  of  general  Wash- 
ington, Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  JetTerson,  no  instance  of 
renomination  to  office  once  occurred;  and  yet  there  are  not 
wanting  instances  of  the  rejection  of  nominations  made  by 
those  illustrious  citizens,  the  motives  for  which  it  would  be 
difficult  now  to  ascertain.  To  illustrate  this,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  select  the  case  of  colonel  Fishburn,  a gallant  soldier  of 
the  revolution,  who  was  nmnirialed  by  general  Washington  as 
the  collector  of  Savannah,  and  were  rejected  by  the  senate. 
And,  although  the  president  was  obviously  mortified  by  the 
decision,  the  nomination  having  been  made  in  a great  measure 
upon  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  individual,  he  contented 
himself,  after  the  rejection,  with  addressing  a letter  to  the  se 
nate,  containing  his  reasons  for  the  nominaiion  of  colonel  Fish- 
burn,  and  accompunied  that  message  with  the  name  of  another 
individual. 

During  the  administration  of  Mr.  Madison  two  instances  oc 
cur  of  renominations  of  the  same  persons  to  the  same  offices  to 
which  they  had  originally  been  nominated.  Abraham  Quack- 
enbush  was  nominated  as  an  ensign  and  rejected — renominated 
and  confirmed.  And  George  Brown  was  mmiinaled  a collector 
for  the  first  collection  district  of  Maryland;  and  after  a rejection 
was  renominated  and  confirmed.  What  reasons  influenced 
the  president  to  pursue  this  course  in  the  two  instances  refer- 
red to,  or  the  senate  to  concur  in  it,  the  cominitlee  have  now 
no  means  of  ascertaining.  During  the  administiaiion  of  Mr. 
Monroe,  the  in  uancos  of  renomination  became  more  frequent; 
but  scvcial  of  ttu  ui  were  aoiiiinatioiis  to  military  appuiiittiicnis, 


I ami,  in  a majority  of  the  cases,  no  diiect  vote  rejecting  the  no- 
minations liad  passed  the  senate.  Thu  cases  ol  reiiomifiatioa 
by  Mr.  Monroe,  after  a rejection,  went  James  Gadsden,  as  ad- 
jutant gciirral,  and  Nathan  Towson,  us  colonel;  Charles  Van- 
devcnler,  as  navy  agent,  and  Dutf  Grtcn,  as  receiver;  all  of 
which  were  rejected  on  their  renoininalioii.  'J'he  two  first  no- 
minations wen;  purely  military;  and  inviolved  an  iiileresiing  and 
difficult  question  of  grade,  ami  in  the  djiinion  ol  the  president, 
called  lor  the  most  minute  and  elaboruu'  iiivestigaiiun.  What 
motives  impelled  to  the  miomiiiation  of  the  two  last,  the  coin- 
iiiiitee  cannot  undertake  to  say.  During  the  four  years  of  Mr. 

J.  Q,.  Adams’s  admimstraiion,  no  instance  of  renominalion  ap- 
pears to  Imve  Occurred;  unless  the  nomiliatioii  of  Amos  Kinney, 
whose  iiniiiiiiatioii  previously  made  by  Mr.  .Monroe,  had  been 
postponed,  and  that  of  Peter  Sadly,  whose  nomination  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  at  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  wlio,  at  the  commeiiceiiieiil  of  the  succeeding  execu- 
tive session,  was  again  presented  to  the  senate,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  renoimnaiioiis.  Since  the  3d  of  March,  18*29,  four 
instances  of  reiioiiiinaiions,  after  rejection  by  the  senate,  have 
occurred.  In  two  ol  these  instances,  tbr  persons  renominaied 
were  ag.iin  rejected;  in  the  third  the  noiiiinalion  was  agreed  to; 
and  the  fourth  is  the  ca=e  now  before  us. 

The  committee  perceive,  with  regret,  an  intimation  in  the 
message  that  the  president  may  nut  see  fit  to  send  to  the  senate 
the  names  of  any  other  persons  to  be  dirtielora  of  the  bank  ex- 
cept those  whose  nomiiiations  have  bdiii  already  rejected. 
While  the  seriate  will  exercise  its  own  rights,  according  to  its 
views  of  its  duly,  it  will  leave  to  other  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment to  decide  for  themselves  on  the  inamicr  they  will  perform 
their  duties.  The  cominiitee  know  no  reanm  why  these  officea 
should  not  be  filled,  or  why,  in  this  case,  no  further  iioiiiiua- 
tioii  slioulil  be  made,  alter  the  senate  has  e,xercise.i  its  uiiques- 
tionahle  right  of  rejecting  pattictilar  persoHS  who  have  heen  no- 
iiiiiiated,  any  more  than  in  other  cases.  The  senate  will  be 
ready,  at  all  times,  to  receive  and  consider  any  such  iioinina- 
tioiis  a.s  the  president  may  present  to  it.  It  claims  no  authority 
to  control  him  in  liis  nomiiiations,  but  it  cannot  surrender  th« 
exercise  of  its  own  right  of  deciding  for  itself  on  the  propriety 
of  advising  and  consenting  to  appointments  to  office.  It  cannot 
deprive  itself  of  its  own  powers;  it  cannot  surrender  its  own 
constitutional  character;  it  cannot,  through  apprehension  of  any 
coiiseqiieiices  whatever,  foi bear  from  exercising  its  high  duty 
of  giving  or  of  refusing  its  advice  or  consent  to  nominations  of 
the  president,  in  all  cases,  according  to  its  conscientious  sense 
of  its  own  obligations  to  the  constilulion  and  to  the  country. 
If  these  offices  of  hank  diiectors  remain  unfilled,  the  fault  will 
not  he  the  fault  of  the  senate.  The  case  is  like  other  cases  of 
rejection.  In  other  cases,  other  persons  have  been  nominated 
ill  place  of  those  rejected  by  the  senate,  and  confirmed;  and,  if 
a ditferent  course  shall  he  adopted  on  this  occasion,  it  i.s  a 
course  for  which  the  senate  cannot  be  responsible. 

Their  power  of  withholding  their  assent  from  the  president’s 
nominations  is  not  altogether  vain  and  nugatory;  it  was  given 
them  by  the  constitution  to  be  exercised  in  proper  cases,  and  in 
their  own  discretion.  When  exercised  by  them,  the  rights  of  no 
other  branch  of  the  government  are  infringed  or  impaired;  the 
senate  has  only  done  its  own  duty,  and,  having  done  this  ho- 
nestly and  conscientiously,  it  cannot  fear  any  con.seqnences. 

The  committee  recommend  that  tlie  senate  do  not  advise  and 
consent  to  the  appuiiitiHenl  of  the  persons  thus  renominated. 

The  “National  Intelligencer,”  of  the  5th  instant,  contains 
nearly  two  columns  of  extracts  from  the  executive  proceedings 
of  the  senate  on  the  nomination  and  renomination  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank — of  which,  perhaps  the  following  notices  may 
be  sufficient: 

Oil  the  17ih  Decemher,  1833,  the  president  nominated  James 
A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  a director  in  the  place  of  Saul  Alley, 

I and  nominated  Peter  Wager,  Henry  D.  Gil(iin  and  John  T. 
Sullivan,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Bulliinore, 
for  reappointment. 

On  the  19th  January,  18-34,  the  committee  of  finance  made  a 
report  on  the  subject,  and  on  the  2lsl  the  senate  advised  and 
consented  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bayard.  [The  yeas  and 
nays  are  not  given — but  we  understand  that  Mr.  B.  was  very 
generally  approved.] 

On  the2*2d  January,  there  was  a debate  concerning  the  other 
persons  nominated. 

Again  on  the  10th  of  February  when — 

Mr.  Kane  siibmitled  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  nominations  of  H.  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sul- 
livan, Peter  Wager  and  Hugh  McElderry,  be  recommitted  to 
the  committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
their  several  qualifications  and  fitness  for  the  stations  to  which 
tliey  have  heen  nominated;  also  into  the  truth  of  all  charges 
preferred  hy  them  against  the  hoard  of  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  itito  the  <*oiiduct  of  each  of  the  said 
nominees  during  the  time  he  may  have  act^d  as  director  of  the 
said  bank;  and  that  the  said  nominees  have  notice  of  the  times 
and  places  of  meetings  of  said  cointniuee,  and  have  leave  to 
alteiid  the  same. 

On  the  question  to  agree  thereto, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  28. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Forsjtli, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  senators 
pn-sent. 

Those  who  voted  in  thu  affinnative,  are, 
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Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb.  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Knight,  Man- 
guin,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster. 

So  the  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

On  the  24th  Februaiy,  the  nominations  were  further  consi- 
dered. 

On  the  27th — Mr.  Morris  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  nominations  ofH.  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager, 
John  T.  Sullivan  and  Hugh  McElderry,  be  again  referred  to  the 
committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  inquire  whether  any 
objections  whatever  exist,  either  against  their  characters  or 
qualifications  to  act  as  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States. 
On  Hie  question  to  agree  thereto. 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  18,  nays  27. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one- fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
of  Alab’.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
!ton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum, 
Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
Webster. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

On  the  question,  “will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Peter  Wager?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20,  nays  25. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alab.  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Morris,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright. 
Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Mangum,  Naudain.  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster. 

[The  same  questions  being  propounded  as  to  the  other  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Gilpin  was  disapproved  of  24  to  20;  Mr.  Sullivan 
27  to  18,  and  Mr.  McElderry  25  to  20.] 

On  the  11th  of  March  the  preceding  message  renominating 
the  rejected  gentlemen,  was  received  and  read.  It  was  fur- 
ther considered  on  the  22d,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
finance. 

May  1,  the  committee  on  finance  made  the  report  inserted 
above.  After  which — 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  message  renominating 
Henry  D.  Gilpin,  and  others,  as  bank  directors. 

On  the  question,  “will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sulli- 
van and  Hugh  McElderry?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  11,  nays  30. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present, 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  King,  of 
Alab.  Linn,  Robinson,  Shepley,  White,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Man- 
gum, Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster.* 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  Peter  Wager,  John  T.  Sulli- 
van, of  Philadelphia,  and  Hugh  McElderry,  of  Baltimore,  as  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Forsyth  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from  all 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  and 
renomination  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wright,  to  amend  the  same,  by  inserting 
after  the  word  “senate,”  the  words  and  the  debates — 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  8,  nays  31. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wright, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  Linn,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tip- 
ton,  Wright. 


Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Alab. 
Leigh,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston, 
Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White,  Wilkins. 

So  the  motion  to  amend  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

May  2,  1834.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Webster. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  authorised  to 
give  extracts  from  the  executive  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  and  renomination  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1834. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Preston, 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  copies  of  the  president’s  mes- 
sage of  March  11,  1834,  nominating  certain  bank  directors,  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  thereon,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate  on  the  first  and  second  nomination  of 
said  directors,  be  printed. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  have  obtained  the  following  authentic  memorandum,  ex- 
hibiting the  progress  of  the  bank,  since  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites.  At  the  present  moment,  it  possesses  peculiar  interest. 

[Nat.  Gaz. 

Loans.  Public  deposites. 

Oct.  1,  60,094,202  93  9,868,435  58 

Nov.  1,  57,210,604  38  8,232,311  18 

Dec.  1,  54,453,104  67  5,162,260  63 

Jan.  1,  54,911,461  70  4,230,509  63 

Feb.  1,  54,842,973  64  3,066,561  72 

2,604,233  62 
2,932,866  74 
3,251,343  64 


March  1, 56,167,829  86 
April  1,  54,806,817  62 
May  1,  53,756,485  18 

Circulation. 


Specie. 

10,663,441  51 
10,342.160  46 
9,818,529  25 
10,031,237  72 
10,523,385  69 
10,385,439  15 
10,180,008  76 
11,183,774  54 

The  following  is  a general  view  of  the  resources  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  bank  on  the  1st  of  May,  1834: — 

Circulation  16,604,147 

Deposites  10,274,165 

Unclaimed  dividends  80,254 


Oct.  1,  19,128,189  57 
Nov.  1,  18,518,000  57 
Dec.  I,  18,650,912  90 
Jan.  1,  19,208,379  90 
Feb.  1,  19.260,472  90 
March  1,18;.523,189  00 
April  1,  17.521,264  39 
May  1,  16,604,147  90 


Private  deposites. 
8,008,862  78 
7,285,041  88 
6,827,173  10 
6,734,866  06 
6,715,312  60 
7,343,129  92 
7,166,028  21 
7,022,820  10 
Debts  and  notes  of 
state  banks. 
4,719,972 
4,489,217 
4,083,258 

3.519.385 

3.211.385 
2,035,985 
2,195,489 
3,094,787 


To  meet  which  there 

is — 

Specie 

$11,183,774 

Notes  of  state  banks 

1,706,104 

Balances  do. 

1,388,683 

3,094,787 

Funds  in  Europe 

1,650;520 

2,909,0-76 

Real  estate 

Loans 

$35,212,231 

Domestic  bills 

18,544,253 

Mortgages,  &c. 

87,141 

53,843,625 

Due  by  the  United  States 

164,110 

26,958,566 


•Absent  on  this  occasion — ^Mr.  Knight,  of  R.  I.  not  in  the  city; 
Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  Wilkins  and  McKean,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio;  Mr.  Kane,  of  Illinois;  Mr. 
B^on,  of  Missouri.  The  last  six  are  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion. No  reason  is  assigned  why  they  did  not  vote  on  this  oc- 
eaeion. 


72,845,892 
45,887, .326- 

Stockholders  36,000,000 

Surplus  $10,887,326 

The  results  to  be  deduced  from  this  statement  are  equally 
curious  and  important: 

1st.  The  total  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  loans 
since  the  1st  of  October,  the  time  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  is  6,337,717  75 

While  the  total  reduction  of  the  deposites  is 

of  public  deposites  6,617,089  94 

of  private  deposites  986,042  68 


Making  an  aggregate  o-f 

2d.  The  total  reduction  of  the  notes  in  circulation 
is 

3d.  The  increase  of  the  specie  is 
4th.  The  specie  of  the  bank  is  now  $11,183,774  54 
The  notes  and  debts  ofother  banks  3,094,787  00 


7,603,132  62 

2,524,041  67 
520,333  03 


14,278,561  54 

While  the  notes  in  circulation  amount  to  16,604,147  90 
There  are  other  and  more  important  considerations  presented 
by  this  statement — 

1st.  The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  now  out- 
standing debts  from  individuals,  amounting 
to  $53,756,485  18 

And  from  banks,  amounting  to  3,094,787  00 


Making  a total  of  $56,851,272  1 8 

The  charter  has  yet  twenty-two  months  to  run— so  that  in 
order  to  close  its  concerns,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  the  reduc- 
tion must  be  at  the  rate  of  two  millions  and  a half  every  month. 

2d.  Nothing  shows  more  clearly  the  strength  of  the  bank  than 
its  present  condition. 
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It  will  be  seen  by  our  journal  that  the  general  appro- 
riation  bill  has  passed  the  house  of  representatives  and 
een  read,  &c.  in  the  senate.  The  proceedings  on  some 
of  its  items  are  very  animated  and  higlily  interesting.  It 
received  its  third  reading  in  the  house  at  about  1 o’clock 
on  Friday  night,  or  rather  Saturday  morning,  after  a 
very  arduous  session.  The  fate  ot  this  bill  in  the  senate 
is  very  uncertain,  but  it  is  believed  that  many  amend- 
ments, which  failed  in  the  other  house,  will  be  made 
to  it. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Selden, 
of  New  York,  to  appoint  a grand  committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  currency,  failed  only  by 
the  casting  vote  of  the  speaker.  It  is  reported  that  another 
serious  attempt  will  be  made  to  restore  confidence  and  re- 
lieve the  pressure  on  the  public— which,  if  it  fails,  will 
be  followed  by  a general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
opposition  to  adjourn,  forthwith;  that  the  members  may 
see  and  commune  with  the  people,  and  meet  again  in 
JVovember  next,  better  prepared  to  act  on  the  subject. 

In  the  w'reck  of  public  confidence,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  body  of  the  people  should  be  able  to  make  just  dis- 
criminations— and  one  evil  is  the  beginning  of  many. 
The  late  failure  of  the  “Maryland  Savings  Institution,” 
caused  a severe  run  upon  the  Savings  bank  o f Baltimore, 
an  old  and  old  fashioned  establishment,  really  doing  bu- 
siness for  the  benefit  of  the  industrious  and  economical 
poor,  without  pecuniary  profit  or  the  hope  of  reward  to 
the  managers  thereof;  and  which,  from  the  nature  of  its 
operations,  it  is  hardly  possible  should  fail  to  meet  all 
its  engagements — never  having  yet  lost  one  dollar  out  of 
the  many  millions  of  savmgs  -which  have  passed  throtigh 
it.  A sudden  demand,  however,  might  embarrass  even 
the  bankers  Rothschild.  But  the  available  credits  or 
funds,  of  this  bank  were  abundantly  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency, and  any  amount  of  assistance  might  have  been  had 
from  another  institution  that  was  as  able  as  willing  to 
alFord  it,  to  this  well  managed  and  truly  meritorious 
charity,  if  so  it  may  be  called,  for'  the  benefit  which  it 
confers  on  the  working  people.  We  are  informed,  that 
many  who  withdrew  tlieir  deposites  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, restored  them  before  the  closing  of  ll»e  bank;  and  it 
is  probable  that  on  Monday  (the  only  day  that  this  bank 
is  open)  the  greater  ]>art  of  the  sum  drawn  out  will  be 
replaced,  where  we  think  that  it  is  quite  as  safe  as  in  any 
roan’s  double-locked  iron  cl)6st,  to  say  nothing  of  the  risk 
and  TEMPTATION  that  attends  persons  not  used  to  the 
possession  of  considerable  sums  of  money  in  their  pock- 
ets; and  we  hope  that  all  those  who  have  provided  some- 
thing for  “a  rainy  day”  will  save  it,  in  the  Savings  bank. 
When  that  goes — all’s  gone — and  credit  will  have  “pe- 
rished,” indeed! 

We  publish  the  able  speech  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  (who  has 
changed  places  with  Mr.  Davis,  as  governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  representative  in  congress,  at  the  call  of  the 
people,  in  both  cases)  on  the  concerns  of  the  general 
post  office.  It  will  be  read  with  mtich  interest.  It  was, 
until  recently,  the  greatest  evil  which  beset  the  Ameri- 
can public,  that  the  postmaster  general  M'as  made  a mem- 
ber of  “the  cabinet,”  and  that  party  political  preferences 
were  introduced  into  the  concerns  of  this  department  of 
the  government.  It  ought  to  have  remained  as  free  from 
them  as  the  judicial  establishment!  It  is  to  the  lasting 
credit  of  Mr.  JMcLean,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Barry, 
that  he  decidedly  rejected  them. 

The  whole  business  of  this  department  “cries  aloud” 
for  “reform” — real  reform.  The  mere  money  that  is 
apparently  wasted,  is  nothing;  but  the  organization  of  its 
officers,  into  political  agents  in  numerous  instances,  can- 
not be  too  severely  reprehended,  or  carefully  guarded 
against.  We  have  suffered  much  by  the  sheer  incompe- 
tency or  rank  dishonesty  of  some  of  the  depute  nost- 
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masters.  We  care  not  who  is  in  or  who  is  out;  but  de- 
sire that  capable  and  worthy  men  may  be  continued  or 
appointed,  without  regard  to  any  thing  beyond  a faithful 
perform.'uice  of  their  several  duties! 

We  meet  with  tlie  following  extract  from  judge  Sto- 
ry’s “commentaries,”  and  cannot  refrain  from  gi\ing  it 
a place — it  was  not  written  with  a view  to  any  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  though  many  may  think  that  it  was, 
Irom  the  closeness  of  its  application  to  circumstances  as 
they  are: 

“The  great  anomaly  in  the  system  is  the  enormous  patronage 
of  the  postmaster  general,  who  is  invested  with  the  sole  and 
exclusive  authority  to  appoint  and  remove  all  deputy  postmas- 
ters; and  whose  power  and  influence  have  thus,  by  slow  degree.^, 
accumulated,  until  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  much  tosay,tAaf  it  ri- 
vals, if  it  does  not  exceed,  in  value  and  extent,  that  of  the  presi- 
dent himself.  How  long  a power  so  vast,  and  so  accumulating, 
shall  remain  without  any  check  on  tlie  part  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  government,  is  a question  lor  statesmen  and  not  for  ju- 
rists. But  It  cannot  be  disguised  that  it  will  be  idle  to  impose 
constitutional  rc.«traints  upon  high  executive  appointments,!/ 
this  power , which  pervades  every  village  of  the  republic,  and  exerts 
an  irresistible,  though  silent, influence  in  the  direct  shape  ofoflice, 
or  in  the  no  less  inviting  form  of  lucrative  contracts,  is  suffered  to 
remain  without  scrutiny  or  rebuke.  It  furni^hed  no  argument 
against  the  interposition  of  a check,  which  shall  require  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  senate  to  appointments,  that  the  power 
has  not  hitherto  been  abused.  In  its  own  nature,  the  post  office 
establishment  is  susceptible  of  abuse  to  such  an  alarming  de- 
gree; the  wliole  correspondence  of  the  country  is  so  completely 
submitted  to  the  fidelity  and  integrity  of  the  agents  who  con- 
duct it;  and  the  means  of  making  it  subservient  to  mere  slate 
policy  are  so  abundant,  that  the  only  surprise  is  that  it  has  not 
already  awakened  the  public  jealousy,  and  been  placed  under 
more  effectual  control.  It  may  be  said,  without  tlie  slightest 
disparagement  of  any  officer  who  has  presided  over  it,  that  if 
EVER  THE  PEOPLE  ARE  TO  EE  CORRUPTED,  OR  THEIR  LIBER- 
TIES ARE  TO  BE  PROSTRATED,  THIS  ESTABLISHMENT  WILL 
FURNISH  THE  MOST  FACILE  MEANS.  AND  BE  THE  EARLIEST 
E.MPI.OYED  TO  ACCOMPLISH  SOCII  A PURPOSE.” 

I'lie  following  also  presents  itself  to  us  in  one  of  the 
newspapers — it  offers  a picture  that  is  too  true: 

The  post  office  department  of  Great  Britain,  during  the  last 
ten  years,  has  not  sustained  any  loss  by  the  defalcation  of  post- 
masters. Wliat  a reflection  on  our  deparimeiit,  w here  these 
things  have  now  become  of  almost  daily  occurrence,  owing  to 
the  selection  of  persons  for  their  devotion  to  “the  parly,”  with- 
out consulting  character  and  honor. 

Party  has  been  oftentimes  called  “the  madness  of  the 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few” — and  so,  indeed,  it  fre- 
quently is,  even  when  rallied  on  a real  or  honestly  be- 
lieved in  attachment  to  acknowledged  principles,  or  es- 
tablished rules  of  action:  but  when  built  upon  personal 
preferences  or  personal  dislikes,  “madness”  stands  con- 
fessed, and  reason  appeals  to  the  understanding  in  vain. 
Everything  is  caiTied  by  discordant  and  senseless  noises; 
and  thousands,  after  having  exhausted  tlie  strength  of 
their  lungs  and  limbs,  find  themselves  in  the  condition  of 
poor  Cuffee,  when  informed  that  it  was  not  the  rev.  Mr. 
Whitfield  who  was  preaching  to  the  multilude  of  which 
he  was  a member;  and  they  know  and  feel  that  they  have 
committed  very  foolisli,  if  not  mischievous  or  wicked  ex- 
travagancies, in  the  “madness”  which  had  held  dominion 
over  their  passions,  and  captivated  their  judgment.* 


*Such  immense  crowds  of  persons  attended  to  hear  the 
preachings  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  that  thousands,  on  some  occa- 
sions, could  not  either  hear  nor  see  him;  but  they  w.^iied  with 
the  hope  of  cniching  some  of  the  words  that  fell  from  his  richly 
gifted  lips.  On  one  of  these  occasions,  on  the  outer  edge  of  the 
multilude,  a black  man  was  observed  to  be  vocifenUing  loudly 
and  rolling  himself  on  the  ground,  in  a high  excitement,  when 
one  of  his  acquaintances  demanded  “what  was  all  that  for.”* 
The  other  spoke  of  it  as  the  efi'ect  of  the  preaching  of  Mr.  W. 
“Why  you  fool,”  said  the  first,  “it  is  not  Mr.  Whitfield  at  all; 

he  couldn’t  come,  and  Mr.  is  preaching  in  his  place.” 

“What,”  exclaimed  Cuffee,  brushing  his  clothes,  “all  this  for 
notlien!”  or  words  to  this  effect,  as  the  story  goes. 

Look  at  a political  gathering,  and  you  will  see  very  many 
persons  precisely  in  the  stale  of  this  negM.  They  applaud  or 
reject  persons  addressing  them,  without  hearing  or  understand- 
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We  pretend  not  to  a total  exemption  from  the  state 
that  we  have  briefly  described — but,  in  the  liabit  of  read- 
ing, and  of  endeuvorhig'  to  look  at  both  sides  of  a ques- 
tion, and  of  regarding  7nen  as  subordinate  to  measwes, 
whether  approved  or  rejected,  we  have  beetj  enabled, 
sometimes,  at  least,  to  separate  persons  from  things,  and 
place  the  merit  or  demerit  of  individual  actioti  on  the 
character  of  the  matter  suggested  or  performed;  and 
though  an  act  may  be  condemned  by  our  judgment,  it  is 
still  possible,  very  possible,  that  the  which  led  to  it 

may  relieve  llie  actor  from  personal  blame:  and  this  hap- 
])ens  the  more  easily  from  a serious  conviction  that,  not 
having  had  “a  view  of  the  whole  ground,”  or  incapable, 
perhaps,  of  viewing  it  as  we  ought — after-events  have  de- 
monstrated not  onl}’  that  the  motive  was  lionest,  but  that 
the  thing  itself  was  “necessary  and  proper”  to  be  done, 
though  it  had  not  been  so  regarded  by  us. 

With  all  the  checks  whicll  such  habits  of  thinking  are 
calculated  to  furnish,  and  a certain  degree  of  experience, 
we  shall  not  deny  that  circumstances,  (unapparent  to 
others,  in  certain  cases),  have  led,  and  may  lead  us,  into 
indiscretions,  even  when  writing  about  things — always  le- 
gitimate subjects  of  discussion;  but  unless  on  the  defen- 
sive, we  still  wish  to  respect  persons,  except  notoriously 
base  or  desperately  wicked — or  stupidly  ignorant  of  things 
over  which  they  have,  and  exert,  an  unhappy  and  baneful 
influence.  And  even  then,  violence  is  not  the  indispens- 
able precursor  of  victory ! 

We  trust  too,  that  we  can  make  reasonable  allowances 
even  for  the  dominion  of  party — for,  in  early  life,  we  ho- 
nestly believed  that  gun-boats  were  the  “sovereignest 
things  in  all  this  world”  to  batter  ships-of-the-line  into 
atoms!  Tliis  was  the  “madness”  of  party  in  the  many; 
but  the  now  almost  universally  i-egarded  Eutopean  object 
of  tlie  influence  that  led  us  into  that  “madness,”  was  a 
Ion"  time  hidden  from  the  view  of  those  over  whom 
it  had  nearly  an  absolute  control;  and  so  it  may  be  with 
some,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  on  another  and  much 
more  important  subject.  We  have  long  since  thought 
that  those  who  started  the  gun-boat  system  had  not  much 
faith  in  the  ability  of  such  boats  to  resist  ships-of-the- 
line— and  now  believe  that  those  who  organized  the  pre- 
sent opposition  to  the  bank  of  the  United.  States,  never 
entertained  an  idea  that  a sound  and  convenient  and 
wholesome  currency  would  be  sustained  without  the  aid 
of  a bank  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  the  president 
said  that  he  would  himself  have  furnished  a plan  for  one, 
had  he  been  called  on  for  it — thougli  now  utterly  oppos- 
ed to  any  one,  and  demanding  the  establishment  of  a spe- 
cie currency,  only.  I'he  personal  popularity  of  presi- 
dentbuilt  up  a fleet  of  “whiggle-whaggle”  gun- 
boats— but  that  “experiment”  cost  us  only  a trifle,  and 
became  a subject  for  merriment  long  before  the  boats 
themselves  were  rotten:  the  personal  populaiity  of  pre- 
sident Jackson  has  so  far  supported  his  “experiment”  on 
the  currency  and  business  of  the  country — but  tlds  has 
already  cost  the  nation  hundreds  of  millions  on  account 
of  labor  unemployed  and  property  wasted — and  plunged 
the  whole  people,  as  it  were,  from  a state  of  unrivalled 
prosperity  into  one  of  unj)recedented  adversity — a con- 
dition far  more  oppressive  than  the  season  of  war  through 
which  we  recently  passed — unless,  indeed,  this  oppres- 
sion may  be  compared  with  that  which  ensued  after  the 
-war,  for  the  want  of  such  a national  currency  as  the  pre-' 
sident  seems  resolved  to  destroy!* *'  The  dominion  of  the 
“rag  barons”  at  the  the  time  we  are  just  speaking  of, 
was  not  a party  question — nor  should  the  pre.sent  opera- 

ing a single  word  that  is  said— performing  either  operation  by  ilie 
direction  of  some  who  act  as  fuglemen  on  such  occasions. 
This  is  a great  misfortune,  and  the  fulness  of  party  spirit.  It 
agrees,  as  it  were,  that  some  cannot  do  any  thing  fight — that 
others  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  wrong. 

*We  beseech  those  who  passed  through  the  period  alluded 
to,  to  look  back,  and  call  to  recollection  the  wide  ruin  (hat  pre 
vailed,  the  cruel  changes  of  property  that  took  place,  the  desli 
tution  of  the  laboring  poor,  and  the  aggrandizement  of  the  rich, 
who  had  money,  and  prudently  speculated  in  real  estate,  or 
slocks  of  the  United  States,  &c.  The  juinciple  of  all  such  o[»- 
pressions  is  to  make  the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer. 

After  a great  effort,  vve  cast  down  the  -‘rag  barons,”  and 
placed  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  state  banks,  ge- 
nerally, on  a wholesome  establishment;  but  we  well  remember 
the  cost  of  it,  and  heartily  pray  that  it  may  not  be  encountered 
again. 


tions  against  llie  currency  be  so  considered.  They  come 
too  near  tlie  “hearts  and*  homes”  of  the  people  to  per- 
mit their  contiiuiance,  as  party  measures.  How  many 
anxious  days  and  sleepless  nights  have  tliey  already  caus- 
ed— how  have  they  baffled  the  calculations  of  the  old, 
and  frozen  the  hopes  of  the  young?  What  business  man 
does  not  look  back  with  mourning,  and  forward  with 
fear?  The  past  seems  to  have  “done  its  worst,”  but  the 
future  is  enveloped  in  the  blackness  of  despair.  Verily, 
verily,  tliese  arc  not  rightful  party  or  political  matters! 
But  such  is  the  force  of  party^  preferences  and  party  pride, 
such  the  organization  of  the  public  jiress,  supported  by 
an  army  of  office  holders,  drilled  like  the  Swiss  regi- 
ments formerly  in  the  pay  of  the  Bourbon  princes,  that 
scores  of  thousands  yet  earnestly  sustain  the  individual, 
while  deeply  lamenting  and  secretly  reprobating  his  acts, 
without  having  the  pretence  of  necessity  to  support  them, 
and  altogether  inexpedient  and  unM’ise;  consMlering  also 
the  idea  of  a metallic  currency  to  be  as  ini])racticable 
as  a present  enjoyment  of  that  peace  which  the  inillenium 
promises,  without  a total  revolution  in  the  pursuits  and 
property,  and  the  advancement  or  hopes,  of  every  man 
and  every  woman  in  the  United  States.  These  are  not 
political  questions!  They  force  upon  us,  (conditioned 
as  we  are),  the  serious  consideration,  whether  there  shall 
be  a return  to  that  prosperity  which  so  lately  blessed  the 
land,  and  diffused  a super-abundance  of  good  things 
amongst  us — or  a retirement  into  a state  of  society  close- 
ly allied  to  that  in  which  men  were  “clothed  in  skins, 
and  resided  in  dens  and  caverns.” 

It  is  not  pretended  that  a refusal  to  charter  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  can  jjroduce  these  effects.  We  have 
reference  to  a carrying-out  of  the  president’s  projects 
concerning  the  circulation — for  the  habits  of  the  people 
must  be  changed  in  every  respect,  before  they  can  bear 
the  establishment  of  a metallic  currency  and  live,  after 
having  so  long  had  another,  even  from  the  early  planting 
of  these  once  feeble  colonies  which  now  compose  the 
great  American  republic. 

The  expediei;cy  of  the  removal  of  the  public  depo- 
sites,  and  the  manner  in  which  that  operation  Avas  per- 
formed, is  rejected  by  tliousands  who  stand  opposed  to 
the  bank  even  on  constitutional  principles.  Witness  the 
result  of  the  late  elections  in  Virginia,  in  which  state 
every  possible  effort,  (honest  or  dishonest),  was  made  to 
impress  the  people  with  a belief  that  the  real  que.stion  to 
be  decided  at  the  poll’s,  was  “bank  or  no  bank”' — aye, 
and  the  same  persons,  who,  while  acknowledging  them- 
selves defeated,  take  back  all  that  they  lately  shouted, 
and  congratulate  themselves  that  a majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  elected  is  ojtposed  to  a bank.  It 
may  be  so — but  before  and  after  an  election  are  very 
different  periods  of  time! 

Perhaps  there  is  hardly  one  man  in  business  in  a thou- 
sand, not  having  some  private  interest  or  motive 

to  influence  his  jtidgment,  who  truly  believes  that  the 
removal  of  the  deposites  was  an  intelligent  and  correct 
proceeding — so  much  for  the  measure;  but  as  they  are 
removed,  many  would  not  have  them  restored,  that  the 
president’s  infallibility  may  stand  unimpeached,  though 
suffering  much  damage  themselves  by  that  rude  act. 
These  are  pei  sonal,  and  not  party  considerations,  in  the 
lawful  meaning  of  the  latter  term;  and  hence  the  revolu- 
tion in  public  opinion  that  is  going  on.* 

*As  jioLUicians,  if  resolved,  at  any  expense,  to  cause  a retire- 
ment of  president  Jackxon,  at  the  end  of  his  term,  in  disgrace, 
and  prevent  Mr.  Van  Buren  from  filling  the  place  that  he  holds 
— vve  should  urge  on  the  present  pursuits  of  what  is  slavishly 
called  “the  government;”  but  we  aim  at  much  higher  and  more 
precious  ohjecis!  We  know  that  w'e  have  personally  sulTered 
heavy  losses  in  consequence  of  those  pursuits,  and  fearfully  ex- 
pect to  be  reduced  from  a state  of  independence,  (though  not  of 
wealth),  to  one  of  embarrassment,  (though  not  of  poverty,  we 
hope),  if  these  pursuits  are  prosecuted  to  their  accompli.-shineut. 
It  is  well  that  we  do  not  owe  much — for  the  much  that  is  owing 
to  us,  and  other  means  that  were  available  a few  months  ago, 
and  afforded  a plentiful  supply  to  make  all  things  work  smooth- 
ly, have  lost  their  former  full  power,  and  afford  only  a limited 
support,  and  those  means  are  almost  every  day  reduced  by  the 
bankruptcy  of  persons  indebted  to  us,  &c.  for  the  ability  to 
earn  and  luck  of  getting  money,  are  unquestionably  necessary 
to  the  payment  of  money! 

We  think  that  if  every  man,  in  business,  especially  as  a me- 
chanic or  manufacturer,  will  look  over  his  affairs,  it  will  be 
agreed  that,  on  the  average,  those  have  at  least  lost  one  year*’ 
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Tlie  personal  support  of  the  president  is  not  excusable 
on  account  of  a personal  opposition.  He  has  been  twice 
elected  to  what  we  regard  as  the  most  dignified  office  in 
the  world — and  tlie  gratitude  of  the  country  lias,  without 
stint,  flowed  upon  liim.  He  is  no;  a candidate  for  a se- 
cond re-election,  I’he  measure  of  the  good  will  of  the 
people  for  him  is  filled — and  wliy  then  the  necessity  of 
forcing  personal  feelings  into  t!ie  adjustment  of  the  most 
interesting  public  concerns^  Is  it  indispensable,  that, 
in  a due  respect  for  president  Jackson,  all  wliicli  is  done 
by’  him,  or  in  his  name,  mnst  needs  be  appr ove<l? — all  his 
vetoes  of  the  people’s  will  be  submitted  to  as  oracles  not 
to  be  doubted — ‘in  which  he  has  exercised  a power  which 
no  king,  in  a constitutional  government,  could  exert, 
and  yet  liope  to  maintain  his  seat  on  the  throne?  Admit 
that  his  motives  are  good — all  his  purposes  honest, 
is  the  judgment  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  and 
of  the  slates  to  be  coldly  set  aside  by  the  veto  of  an  indivi- 
dual? Thousands  are  asking  themselves  this  question, 
and  thousands  have  already  decided  it  in  the  negative, 
and  party  lines  are  becoming  extinct,  in  the  distress  and 
bankruptcy  and  ruin  which  besets  the  people — and  the 
poverty  which  threatens  all  classes  of  persons,  except 
those  who  derive  their  subsistence  from  fixed  salaries, 
or  other  permanent  incomes.  Labor  is  without  demand 
unless  at  greatly  reduced  wages — real  property  is  almost 
“without  price”  in  the  market — money  is  wretchedly 
scarce,  and  getting  scarcer  every  day,  and  specie  is  rush- 
ing into  the  vaults  of  the  batik  of  the  United  States,  as  if 
they  were  the  only  places  of  safely;  while  the  holders  of 
stocks  and  bank  notes,  in  general,  are  in  instant  apprehen- 
sion of  some  new  calamity  falling  upon  them.  Never  be- 
fore was  there  such  a state  of  excitement.  Every’  intel- 
ligent man  feels  that  he  is  injured,  and  is  beginning  to 
ask,  why’? — and  to  compare  tlie  evils  wliich 

he  hears  of  in  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
real  ones  suffered  by  himself,  and  his  neighbors.* * 

The  veto  of  the  bank  bill,  by  the  president,  speaking 
of  foreign  capital,  says — 

“T/te  interest  on  it  carried  to  Europe  is  a burthen  upon 
the  industry,  and  a drain  of  the  currency,  which  no  coun- 
try can  bear  without  occasional  distress.  ” 

Such  was  the  doctrine  of  the  party  a sliort  time  ago — 
for  whatever  is  uttered  in  “high  places”  is  received  with 
that  same  sort  of  reverence  which  the  prescriptions  of 
the  ancient  oracle  at  Delphos  obtained. f 

And  what  is  the  doctrine  now? — what  the  practice  of 
“democratic”  Pennsylvania  for  years  past — wiili  the 
“right  honorable”  lords  and  ladies  that  glitter  on  the 
lists  of  her  creditors?  And  every  one  thought  that  Penn- 
sylvania acted  wisely  in  introducing  foreign  capital — no 

labor,  or  profit  that  ought  to  liave  been  made  on  capital,  alrea- 
dy, by  the  president’s  “experiment.”  What  will  be  the  loss  in 
.a  winding  up  of  their  aflTairs?  The  man  who  thought  himself 
clearly  worth  10,000  dollars  in  September  last,  will  feel  happy 
in  a belief  that  he  is  worth  ^7,500  in  September  next,  if  so  he 
shall  dare  to  believe,  and  in  this  proportion — unless  the  “expe- 
riment” is  ended  before  that  time.  We  are  too  far  advanced 
in  life,  and  have  too  many  children,  to  be  politicians  at  this  ru 
inous  rate  of  loss — and  especially  when  our  best  judgment  is 
satisfied  that  no  possible  publie  good  is  to  be  derived  from  it, 
except  in  the  awful  instruction  which  it  may  afford  to  those 
who  may  hereafter  desire  to  meddle  with  the  currency. 

*Is  this  view  too  highly  charged.?  We  think  not— and  offer 
one  simple  matter  in  proof  There  is  no  deposite  bank  in  South 
Carolina — the  state  banks  would  not  receive  the  public  money 
from  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  or  the  president  would 
not  trust  them,  we  know  not  which — and,  thouffh  the  price  of 
cotton  has  declined  in  the  general  stagnation  of  business,  there 
is  no  other  difficulty  about  money  in  that  state,  and  all  the 
banks  possess  the  old  confidence  that  was  reposed  in  them  by 
the  people. 

fTo  resist  any  opinion  advanced  by  the  president,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  some,  is  to  be condemned.  If  the  idea  of  the 

following,  extracted  from  a late  number  of  the  “Globe,”  (as  we 
find  it  quoted  in  the  “Telegraph”)  be  not  blasphemous,  it  is 
disgraceful  ti*  the  character  of  any  being  “created  in  God’s  own 
image.”  The  secretary  denied  his  master— betrayed  his  itAS- 
ter! 

From  the  Globe.  “lie  (Duane)  may  be  very  honest  and  ve- 
racious, hut  vve  think  he  was  wanting, on  one  occasion,  in  cou- 
rage, to  defend  these  very  respectable  virtues.  We  cannot  ex- 
pect the  ex  secretary  to  be  any  better  than  the  apostle  who 
‘denied’  his  master,  and  if  he  be  not  content  with  being  classed 
with  him,  why  we  will  class  him  with  that  other  apostle  who 
‘betrayed’ his  master.” 


one  any  more  supposed  the  interest  to  he  a “burthen” 
than  was  a payment  for  any  sort  of  foreign  goods  which 
it  was  not  convenient  to  manufacture  at  home! — for  mo- 
ney, like  every  thing  else,  is  merchatidise,  and,  like  cod- 
fish or  tobacco,  seeks  its  best  niaiket.  And  up  to  the 
time  of  this  veto,  it  seemed  a settled  principle  in  the  po- 
litical economics  of  this  country,  that  we  ought  to  import 
foreign  money,  as  a rinu  material,  to  furnish  employment, 
mid  make  profits  on  labor,  in  the  use  of  it. 

And  how  stands  the  case  now  ? Is  it  not  recommend- 
ed that  JVew  TmT’.'md  Pennsylvania  shall  hoirow  foreign 
capital  to  sustain  their  money  corpoiatioiis,  or  carry  on 
their  public  works?  'I'lie  shout  is  for  a sjiecie  currency, 
and  llie  way  of  bringing  that  about  .seenis  most  direct 
in  borrowing  money,  Uhough  all  who  depend  on  borrow- 
ed capital  “ought  to  break!”)  to  sustain  a paper  circula- 
tion! Isn’t  this  beautiful?  Jtisum  teneatis? 

New  York  is  at  the  head  of  the  states — the  “empire 
state” — and  exerts  a mighty  pow  er  in  support  of  the  veto 
principles,  anti-credit  proclamations  ami  hard-money  ro- 
commeiidalions  of  president  .fackso7i.  Let  us  see  how 
the  practice  of  her  politicians  corresponds  with  their 
preaching. 

The  following  is  from  the  “New  York  Evening  Post’* 
of  May  7 — and  the  reader  will  please  to  recollect,  that 
this  is  now  the  only  “by  authority”  paper  in  lliat  great 
city—the  “Standard”  having  died  a few  days  ago  for  the 
want  of  subsistence:* 

noth  bouses  of  the  legislature  ailjouriicd  yesterd.ny  «n«  <fie. 
VVe  shall  iiubli.«li  to-morrow  the  titles  of  the  acts  passed,  wliicli 
are  294  in  iiiimber.  Among  these  acts  are  ten  incorporating 
NEW  BANKS,  one  increasing  the  capital  of  an  eaisling  bank; 
thirty  four  incorporating  joint  stock  cotnjianies;  ten  reneuing  or 
extending  the  privileges  of  existing  joint  stock  companies,  such  aa 
manufacturing,  rail  marl,  bridge  and  turnpike  companies,  &c. 
and  upwards  of  thirty  acts  creating  corporations  of  other  kinds. 
Exclusive  privileges!  Exclusive  privileges!  We  are  a bank- 
governed  people,  and  every  year  the  mimbcr  and  weight  of  our 
manacles  are  increased.  These  exclusively  privileged  associa- 
tions—these  rhartered  rights — these  corporations,  if  the  people 
do  not  awake  to  the  subject,  and  “by  oppo.siiig  end  tlierii,”  will, 
ere  long,  rbaiige  the  whole  nature  of  governineiit,  as  they  have 
already  materially  corrupted  the  morals  of  society. 

And  in  a subsequent  number  of  the  same  paper,  it  is 
said  — 

“The  Albany  Argu.s  speaks  of  the  proceedings  of  the  legislti- 
tiire  in  its  session  just  concluded  as  ‘proceedings  which  show  a 
devotion  to  public  interests,  not  surpassed  by  any  preceding  le- 
gislature.’ Will  the  Argus  please  to  pul  its  finger  on  the  evi- 
dence of  this  patriotism.  We  cannot  find  it.  There  has  been 
as  much  selfishness  and  as  little  true  pulilic  spirit  in  the  last  le- 
gislature as  in  any  previous  one  for  years.  The  Argus,  in  the 
same  paragraph  with  the  compliment  we  have  quoted,  mentions 
that  among  the  acts  passed  by  the  legislature,  ‘are  the  charters 
for  eight  new  banks,’ and  one  increase,  with  an  aggregate  in- 
creased capital  of  ^3,800,000.  Perhaps  the  Argus  thinks  this  a 
proof  of  devotion  to  the  public  interests.  We  consider  it  quite 
the  contrary;  and  all  must  consider  it  so,  who  know  how  bank 
charters,  and  rail  road  company  chniters,  and  insnratiee  com- 
pany charters,  and  all  other  charters  gratiling  exclusive  privi- 
leges, are  obtained,  and  how  they  operate  on  the  interests  of  the 
community.  The  Argus  has  opposed  earnestly  and  ably  the 
United  States’  bank.  Why  not  extend  its  opposition  to  our 
whole  rotten  and  oppressive  banking  system.’” 

Remarks  are  useless:  but  the  tmiltiplication  of  money- 
corporations,  as  they  are  called,  is  amoni^  the  strongest 
reasons  that  can  be  offered  in  favor  of  a recharter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — to  regnlate  and  balance,  and 
restrain  their  operations,  by  compelling  them  to  keep  up 
a sound  currency,  or  shut  up  their  shops.  Without 
some  such  regulation,  those  corporations  wlil  run  wild 
in  Issues  of  paper,  ami  the  whole  country  be  filled  with 
rags,  rags,  rags — which,  even  now,  by  the  policy  of  “the 
government,”  have  much  uncertainty  of  value  at  the  very 
places  of  their  issue,  and  depreciate  as  much  as  from  12 
to  15  per  cent,  as  they  are  carried  distances  from  home, 
compared  with  the  uniform  value  of  the  hills  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  St.ates. 

The  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  ap- 
pointed to  inve.stlgate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  have  returned  to  Washington.  The  facts 
heretofore  suggested,  as  to  their  requisitions  appear  to 
be  true.  As  we  may  soon  expect  reports  of  the  pro- 
ceedings  had,  it  does  not  seem  required,  at  present  to 

♦Since  this  was  written,  a new  pr.per  has  taken  the  place  of 
the  dead  one. 
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do  more  than  insert  the  following  paragraphs  from  Phi- 
ladelphia papers. 

The  “United  States  Gazette”  says— The  following 
resolution  ot  the  investigating  eommittce,  will  show  to 
what  lengths  and  depths  it  was  their  wish  to  make  in- 
quisition: 

'^Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  conimiUee  with  copies  of  all  corres 
pondeijce  between  the  president  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  of- 
ficers, with  ineinbers  of  congress:  or  of  unanswered  letters  re- 
ceived from  one  of  them,  since  the  1st  day  of  July,  1832,  touch- 
ing the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  the  removal  or  re- 
storation of  the  public  deposites,  or  touching  the  business  trans- 
actions of  such  members  with  the  bank.” 

And  the  “National  Gazette”  informs  us  that — 

On  Friday  last,  (10th  inst.)  the  marshal  of  the  district  served 
upon  the  president  and  directors  of  the  United  States  bank,  a 
subpoena,  duces  teewm,  in  tlic  name  and  belialf  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  Slates,  whereto  was  appended  a 
$eal.  At  noon  on  Saturday,  the  directors  attended  at  Mrs. 
Yohe’s,  the  North  American  hotel,  and  their  counsel,  J.  R. 
Ingersoll,  esq.  presented  to  the  investigating  coinmitlee,  a pro 
test  against  the  procedure.  We  understand  that  the  committee 
then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Washington  city  on  Tliur.sriay  next. 

The  writ  whieh  the  marshal  served  upon  the  bank  directors, 
was  printed  at  Washington,  and  contained  an  order  to  examine 
into  the  aff  airs  of  the  bank;  but  in  the  blank  left  for  the  place 
at  which  the  committee  wa.-?  to  meet,  was  added  in  vrriting, 
an  order  for  tl»e  directors  to  proiluce  tke  credit  books  of  the  lanky 
showing  tke  indebtedness  of  individuals. 

The  books  of  the  bank,  it  appears,  were  to  be  de- 
posited in  an  hotel,  out  of  the  keeping  or  guardian- 
ship of  the  bank!  We  suppose  that  such  a thing  was 
never  heard  of,  or  thought  of,  before.  But  the  demand 
for  private  letters  of  members  of  congress  goes  far  be- 
yond that.  Both  demands  were,  of  course,  resisted.  It 
was  impossible  that  they  could  be  complied  with;  and 
we  cannot  believe  that  either  of  the  committee  expect- 
ed that  they  would  be.  It  may  be,  that  the  bank  has 
no  such  letters  from  members  of  congress — but  if  even 
so,  no  honorable  roan,  we  think,  would  have  plead  the 
fact,'  against  such  a demand. 

The  following  gentlemen,  it  is  stated  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  are  said  to  have  been  nominated,  by  tlie 
president  of  the  United  States,  to  the  senate,  to  be  gov- 
ernment directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  the 
current  year,  viz: ZTorn,  Roberts  Vanx,  Charles 
JHc^dllister,  of  Philadelphia;  Joseph  White,  of  Baltimore; 
and  Savl  Alley,  of  New  York. 

A new  bank  ha.s  been  authorised  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
under  the  charge  of  seven  commissioners,  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  “Journal,”  are  all  office-holders — viz;  two 
postmasters,  one  Indian  agent,  one  collector  of  customs, 
one  surrogate  and  two  judges  of  county  courts.  The 
four  first,  we  suppose,  belong  to  the  United  Slates  “army 
of  FF.DS.”*  The  profits  of  the  place  of  commissioticr  to 
nmfre  a bank,  is  estimated  in  the  New  York  papers,  at 
from  .500  to  1,000  dollars!  We  know  not  how  they  are 
realized. 

The  “New  York  American”  states  certain  things  in  re- 
lation to  the  legislative  operations  concerning  banks  at  the 
last  session,  which  are  well  calculated  to  surprise  us— yet 
being  local  in  their  character  we  shall  not  particularly 
notice  them.  But  the  facts  stated  in  the  preceding  para- 
graph are  matters  of  general  interest,  as  shewing  the  ar- 


*Thcse  arc  the.  days  of  political  names!  The  “Jacksonmen,” 
and  “National  republicans,”  are  now  called  by  the  former  party 
“democrats”  and  “fedcr.olists.”  and  by  the  latter  patty  “tories” 
and  “vvhig.s.”  But  the  Harrislmrgh  Intelligencer  has  raised  tip 
a third  p.irty,  calling  it  the  “Feds” — and  an  excellent  name  we 
think  that  it  is.  On  this  subject  the  “Intelligencer”  say*® — 
“There  is  a party  in  the  United  States,  that  may  with  great 
propriety  he  called  “Feds;”  not  federalists,  for  federalists  are 
much  less  interested  men.  There  are  ahimt  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand “FEDS”  in  the  United  States.  We  had  “Feds”  in  the 
time  of  the  revolution — they  were  sent  here  by  the  British  king 
*‘to  harrass  our  people  and  eat  out  their  substance;”  and  they 
were,  right  or  wrong,  supported  by  the  tories.  A “Fed”  is  a 
man  who  i.s  fed  by  the  uovernnient,  and  some  of  the  “Feds”  of 
tlie  present  day,  are  well  fed;  all  of  whom,  as  in  the  time  of  the 
revolution,  are  supported,  rigtit  or  wrong,  by  the  advocates  of 
power.” 

The  remarks,  however,  are  too  general.  There  are  many  ex- 
ceptions to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  “Intelligencer” — a good 
many  public  officers,  who,  content  with  honestly  performing 
thek  public  duties,  have  little  tune  te  spare,  or  wish  to  ituiulge 
in  the  business  of  tieetions. 


rangement  of  public  officers,  as  a privileged  class,  separa6« 
ed  from  the  people,  and  entitled  to  the  “spoils.” 

We  mentioned  in  the  last  Rkoisteu  that  bills  of  the' 
bank  of  the  United  States  had  been  refused  at  some  of  the 
offices  in  exchange  for  specie.  On  tiiis  subject  the 
“Richmond  Whig”  of  the  9lh  inst.  making  some  remarks 
on  a wholesale  article  from  the  Washington  “Globe” 
say  s — 

It  is  a fact  well  known  in  this  city,  and  we  appeal  to  the 
merchants  of  it,  and  even  to  the  directors  of  the  state  baiike 
here,  lor  the  truth  ot'our  assertions,  that  the  United  States  bank 
has  toi borne  to  diavv  on  the  state  banks  for  balances  to  an  ex- 
tent w hich  would  astonish  any  one  not  conversant  of  the  fact, 
that  it  is  the  direct  interest  of  the  United  Slates  bank,  to  sus- 
tain the  si.ite  institutions,  by  all  tlie  means  in  rts  power.  We^ 
know'  the  fact  to  be  .so  in  this  city,  and  vve  have,  in  the  absence 
of  all  Ollier  testimony,  a sulficienl  guarantee  in  the  interest  of 
the  hank,  that  such  is  the  fact  elsewhere.  It  will  be  recollect>- 
ed,  that  a statement  made  by  the.  Emiuirer,  some  month  or 
more  ago,  certainly  not  for  the  purpose  of  beiiefitliiig  llie  U. 
Stales  bank,  that  llie  branch  in  this  city  had  refused  to  give  its 
own  notes  for  specie.  This  we  know  to  be  true,  and  we  fur- 
ther know  lliat  the  otfieers  of  the  hank  have  uniforin.ly  acted  in. 
this  manner  and  the  reason  is  plain,  because  it  is  well  known 
sueh  is  the  demand  for  the  United  Stales  bank  notes,  (now  at 
a premium  of  I^lo2  per  cent.)  that  our  state  banks  would 
quickly  be  drained  of  their  specie  if  tlie  Untied  States  bank 
would  receive  it  on  deposile.  The  United  States  bank  avowa- 
Ihis  motive,  and  it  is  a matter  of  public  notoriety.  I«  connec- 
tion with  this  subject  we  iiave  been  politely  furnished  witlt 
the  following: 

Extract  from  a letter  to  a mercantile  house  in  this  city,  from- 
their  correspondent  in  Charleston,  dated  l.si  May. 

“I  was  rather  surprised  to-day,  by  the  receipt  of  a communi- 
cation from  Mr.  Bacot,  casliier  of  tlie  branch  bank  at  this  place, 
staling  that  no  more  bills  on  Virginia  could  be  negotiated  throwflr 
that  office  for  the  present,  in  consequence  of  orders  from  the 
mother  bank  to  that  effect.  On  asking  liiin  the  reason,  he  told 
me  tlial  funds  could  not  be  remitted  from  Norfolk  and  Rich- 
mond to  the  north,  withogt  bearing  hard  on  the  state  banks, 
with  which  the  bunk  ol  the  United  States  did  not  wish  to  come 
in  contact.” 

The  facts  here  stated  are  in  exact  accordance  with  our 
remarks.  The  bank  of  the  United  States,  as  we  said, 
“stands,  and  must  stand,  like  a strong  m.an  armed,  between 
a sound  currency  and  a circulation  of  rag  money” — and, 
to  carry  out  its  own  purposes  and  preserve  its  own  inter- 
ests, sustains,  and  will  sustain,  all  the  local  banks  who 
liave  “just  claims  to  a liberal  support.”  Specie,  per- 
haps, is  more  abundant  in  the  U.  States  at  present  than 
at  any  former  period,  but  more  of  it  is  needed  because  of 
the  diminished  corifitlence  of  the  people  in  paper  money 
— and,  as  a general  confidence  declines,  the  U.  Slates 
bank  gathers  an  individual  strength.  Hundreds,  perhaps, 
we  might  say  thousands  of  new  accounts  have  been  open- 
ed in  this  bank  and  its  branches,  within  a short  time  past 
— from  the  utter  inability  of  the  local  banks  to  afford  for- 
mer facilities  to  their  customers;  for  the  reason,  perhaps, 
that  large  sums  are  “locked  up”  in  large  loans,  or  ac- 
commodations, made  some  time,  a?)d prudeiUly  then,  but 
which  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  retired,  or  made  available, 
in  the  present  general  derangement  of  monetary  matters. 

Mr.  Rush  wrote  a long  letter  to  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  (appointed  to  examine  into  the 
affairs  of  the  bank),  on  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation 
of  the  clerkship  to  which  they  had  appointed  him!  It  is 
published  in  the  “Pennsylvanian”  of  the  10th  instant. 

A report  prevails  that  the  committee  have  censured 
Mr.  Rush,  by  a resolution,  for  the  publication  of  his  let- 
ter. We  think  that  he  well  deserved  it. 

It  appears  that  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Islandh&s  sub- 
stantially repassed  the  “perpetuation  act,”  as  it  is  called, 
which  was  repealed  to  make  Mr.  Potter  i\  member  of  the 
U.  S.  senate,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  RobMns!  Mr.  P.  is  a 
member  of  the  present  legislature  of  Rhode  Island.  We 
live  in  strange  limes. 

A “victory”  seems  to  have  been  claimed  In  this  state 
which  was  not  won.  Mr.  Francis,  the  anti-masonic  go- 
vernor, was  elected  by  a majority  of  150  votes,  being 
also  supported  by  the  Jackson  party.  For  Mr.  F.  3,676 
— Mr.  Knight  3,520 — and  it  was  said  that  the  “opposi- 
tion” had  been  tlefcated  both  in  the  election  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  rejiresentatives.  But  tlie  new  legislature 
W’as  convened  the  day  after  the  old  one  had  passed  (he 
“perpetuation  act,”  as  above  stated,  and  passed  a set  of 
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i'esolulioiis  against  lli«  removal  of  the  deposites  and  in 
favor  of  a bank,  &c.  as  inserted  in  a subsequent  page — 
the  resolution  concerning  the  latter  being  passed  by  a 
majority  of  46 — a great  one,  indeed,  if  the  legislature 
cotisists  of  only  72  members  as  we  see  it  stated  in  the 
papers,  for  the  vote  must  have  been  59  to  13.  Were  all 
these  “bought  up  by  the  bank?  ’ — and  the  governor  also, 
who  is  said  to  hold  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  resolu- 
tions! 

[It  appears  by  a subsequent  statement,  that  the  resolu- 
tions above  alluded  to  only  passed  the  house  ot  represen- 
tatives, atid  that  the  senate  refused  to  concur,  notwith- 
standing gov.  Ft  and s used  all  the  influence  that  he  pos- 
sessed to  bring  about  a concurrence.  Shall  we  call  this 
senate  “factious,”  and  say  “down  with  it?”  No— -but  is 
it  not  as  “factious”  as  the  senate  at  Washington,  and 
placed  in  precUety  the  same  relation^  though  on  opposing 
points?] 

The  gi'and  lodge  of  Rhode  Island  has  surrendered  its 
charter,  and  so  have  been  the  charters  of  many  subordi- 
nate lodges.  The  same  things  have  happened  in  other 
states.  In  this  season  of  peril,  we  have  other  things  to 
think  of  than  speculative  masonry,  or  political  anti-ma- 
sonry. If  either  offend,  or  stand  in  the  way  of  the  pub- 
lic prosperity  and  public  peace,  let  either,  or  both,  be 
buried,  with  the  chariot  vvlieels  of  Pharoah,  in  the  Red 
Sea!  'I'o  effect  this,  however,  moderation  and  liberality, 
with  justice,  must  be  exerted  by  both  parties.  Reason 
will  accomplish  what  force  may  attempt  in  vain. 

There  has  been  much  excitement  in  Boston  for  some 
months  past,  on  account  of  a report  that  a “figure  head” 
of  president  Jackson  was  to  be  placed  on  the  bows  of  the 
Constitutio7i  frigate.  It  was,  at  length,  ascertained  that 
such  a head  had  been  prepared  by  com.  Elliott — but  it 
thereafter  appeared  that  the  design  of  setting  it  up  was 
abandoned,  when  many  publications  on  the  subject  had 
been  made.  The  fact,  however,  is,  tliat  such  a figure- 
head was  placed  on  the  bows  of  the  Constitution,  about 
two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

This  proceeding  has  elicited  much  feeling — and,  in- 
dependent oi political  sentiments  involved,  the  propriety 
of  placing  on  the  bows  of  a national  ship  the  head  of 
any  living  person,  is  earnestly  questioned.  We  always 
thought  it  wrong  that  one  of  said  ships  \»as  named  after 
a then  president  of  the  United  States — the  “John 
Adams” — for  we  would  not  build  up  such  monuments  to 
the  living;  and  we  think  that  there  are  also  other  reasons 
why  such  things  should  not  be  allowed,  and  especially  in 
this — that  no  public  man  escapes  the  prejudice  or  cen- 
sure of  some  portion  of  the  people,  while  on  this  theatre 
of  action;  and  it  has  been  the  hapi)y  lot  of  few,  indeed,  to 
pass  into  history  with  names  so  pure  as  those  of  Wash- 
INOTON  and  Franklin,  after  whom  two  ships  of  the  line 
are  worthily  called.  And  besides,  to  pi-event  the  perpe- 
tuation of  unworthy  names — [for  some  who  have  stood 
highest  in  the  public  favor  have  been  handed  over  to  the 
public  execration,  and  others  will  be),  a rule  was  estab- 
lished as  to  the  naming  of  our  vessels  of  war,  ships  of 
the  line  to  be  called  after  the  states,  frigates  after  rivers, 
and  sloops  after  cities  or  towns.  This  was  a wholesome 
provision,  and,  if  carried  out  in  its  whole  extent  and  spi- 
rit, may  foi-bid  unpleasant  occurrences,  in  future  times— 
for  it  would  be  a veiy'  awkw  ard  thing  to  make  a formal 
change  of  the  name  of  a public  ship,  or  to  direct  that  she 
should  be  divested  of  some  particular  ornament. 

These  remarks  have  only  a general  ap[)lication,  and 
we  think  that  every  reflecting  person  imist  see  the  pro- 
priety of  them.  But  w’ith  respect  to  the  Constitution 
frigate,  she  ought  to  remain,  and  be  preserved,  as  a nn- 
concern,  forages,  if  possil>le,  and  just  ns  she  was 
when  she  met  and  hutnhled  tlie  British  Warrior,  [G?/er- 
riCT-e],  in  perpetual  remembrance  of  that  and  other  “tri- 
umphs on  tlie  ocean.” 

Another  earnest  attempt  is  making  at  Boston  to  com- 
plete the  Bunker  Hill  Monument — the  progress  of  w'hich 
wag  sometime  ago  arrested  by  the  withering  blast  of  des- 
picable party  politics. 

At  the  late  election  in  Connecticut  no  choice  of  gover- 
nor was  made,  three  candidates  being  supported  by  three 


different  parties;  but  the  h gislature  having  convened, 
Mr.  Foot,  who  had  much  the  highest  vote  ol  the  people, 
was  elected— for  Mr.  Foot,  the  “whigJ’  candidate  154, 
Mr.  Edwards  (Jackson)  70,  scattering  3.  Anti-Jackson 
majority  81,  And  then  a salute  of  100  guns  was  fired  at 
New  Haven. 

A business-member  of  the  house  of  representatives  is 
thus  lost  to  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  and  we  have  lew  ol 
them  to  spare.  But  w e fear  the  loss  of  another  such  troin 
the  same  slate,  who  w ill  probably  be  appointed  its  chief 
justice. 

In  Connecticut,  it  was  some  time  since  said,  that  a 
“healthy  majority,”  through  the  “n/c/  of  the  geuei-ul  go- 
vernment” might  be  expected;  and,  as  leading  to  it,  there 
was  nearly  a complete  “reform”  of  the  officers  of  the  C. 
States  located  within  it. 

The  city  of  New  York  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  by 
fires.  Since  the  destruction  of  the  Phenix  Buildings  on 
the  29th  ult.  other  extensive  ranges  of  stores  and  houses 
have  beer,  destroyed.  A full  supply  of  w ater  ought  to  be 
obtained — if  possible. 

The  New  York  American  of  llie  13th  inst.  says-— 

We  have  it  from  undoubted  authority,  that  after  12 
o’clock  this  day,  when  two  new  shi[)s  are  to  be  launch- 
ed, there  will  not  be  on  the  stocks  in  any  ship  yard  in 
New  York,  a- single  vessel  of  any  sort  building.  This 
we  take  to  be  an  indication  more  decisive  than  any  other 
single  one,  of  the  baleful  effects  of  that  “exjicriment” 
whicli  lias  caused,  is  causing,  and  w ill  until  it  is  arrest- 
ed, continue  to  cause,  commerce  and  credit  to  perish. 
At  no  period,  we  presume,  since  the  embargo  of  1807, 
has  such  a state  of  things,  in  regard  to  ship  building,  ex- 
isted in  this  city. 

A new  daily  paper  called  “77i<?  Times”  has  apjieared 
in  New  York,  and  taken  the  place  of  the  “Standard” 
lately  deceased. 

The  “Times”  of  Monday  last  has  a lofty  account  of 
the  reception  of  Mr.  Larurence,  the  new  mayor,  the  pre- 
ceding Saturday,  and  details  the  various  honors  and  com- 
pliments ])aid  to  him,  and  especially  describes  the  orna- 
mented steamboat  Independence,  in  wliich  he  was  con- 
veyed from  South  Amboy  to  New  York,  w Inch  among 
other  things  displaced  a broad  white  flag  bearing  the 
motto— 

“The  constitution  is  safe 
For  Jackson  is  the  pilot;” 

and  gives  a relation  of  the  ceremonii  s,  the  chcerings  of 
the  people,  and  the  salutes  of  cannon  fired  on  the  occa- 
sion—the  procession  to  the  Park,  and  reception  in  the 
governor’s  room  in  the  City  Hall,  &c.  'I'he  “opposition’* 
papers  speak  of  this  matter  as  a conqilete  failure,  in  all 
its  parts — they  say  that  the  procession  contained  only  590 
persons,  “duly  counted,”  who  dwindled  down  to  300  be- 
fore they  reached  the  Park — that  the  houses  on  Broad- 
way were  closed,  the  ladies  refusing  to  appear  at  the 
windows,  &c.  And  the  “American”  says — 

“One  more  incident  connected  with  this  celebration!  we 
must  add— ihe  rather,  as  we  witnessed  it  ourselves. 

“On  the  return  to  South  Amboy  of  the  Independence  to  re- 
ceive the  passengers  from  riiiladelphia  by  the  10  o’clock  line — 
who  were  already  on  tlie  wh.nrf,  and  waiting  with  some  iinpa 
tience  for  the  boat— a white  flag,  with  the  legend,  “The  consti 
tution  is  safe,  for  Jackson  is  the  pilot,”  was  descried.  Aery 
of“Down  with  that  flag!”  instantly  arose,  which,  as  the  boat 
came  to  the  wharf,  become  more  earnest.  The  captain  said  it 
should  be  hauled  down  ns  soon  ns  possible.  In  nttemirting  it, 
however,  the  violence  of  the  wind  having  iwi':ted  the  flag 
around  the  staff,  the  halyards  broke.  Meantime  nil  the  passen- 
gers, to  the  number  probably  of  a hundred,  reniaiited  drawn  up 
on  the  wharf,  declaring  that  they  would  not  set  a foot  on  boaid 
the  boat  till  Ihe  offensive  emblem  was  removed.  A voice  then 
cried  out  “all  that  are  in  favor  of  that  flag  heiiig  pnlUd  down 
pay  aye.”  A shont  ensued  which  did  indeed  make  “tln^  hill.s  of 
Jersey”  ring.  The  contrary — no— and  not  a solitary  voice  w a* 
raised!  Immediately  one  of  Ihe  hands  of  the  boat  climbed  the 
flag  staff,  while  others  took  boat  hooks,  and  in  tatters  the  ban- 
ner was  soon  torn  down.  Three  he.iriy  cheers  greeted  its  de- 
scent,  and  then  all  wi>re  soon  under  way  in  the  Tnitcjiendence, 
with  the  broad  flag  of  the  union  only  flying  above  them,  und  no 
man’s  private  signal  to  nmrk  them  asslave.-*. 

“Wh  add,  lest  it  might  he  conjectured  that  personally  we  had 
some  agency  in  bringing  it  ationi,  that  we  were  during  the  whole 
of  it  a silent  and  passive,  though  not  ungraiified,  spectator,’’ 
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[We  have  ohliti.-rated  two  hard  M’ords,  and  also  struck 
.out  a brief  paragraph  not  necessary,  in  our  opinion,  to 
a correct  judgment  ot  the  character  of  the  incident  stated.] 
The  new  city  councils  were  organised  on  Tuesdav. 
James  Monroe  was  chosen  president  of  the  board  of  al- 
dermen, 10  to  5;  and  George  IV.  Bnien  president  of  the 
board  of  assistant  aldermen,  8 to  6.  They  are  both  ol 
the  party  called  “whIgs,  ” 

The  Albany  election  for  supervisors,  &c.  resulted  as 
folio  ws^ 

l^ards.  Jackson.  Jackson. 

1st 404 609 

2^1 377 4G0 

3d .,117 202 

'i'th 419 479 

....256.... 298 

1 he  latter  party  having  a majority  in  every  ward. 

rhere  is  to  be  a public  festival  at  Albany  to  celebrate 
this  “glorious  victory”  of  the  “whigs,”  as  the  anti-Jack- 
son party  call  themselves,  and  no  doubt  tliere  will  be 
grand  salutes  of  artillery.  The  election  in  the  city  of 
New  York  has  caused  no  small  consumption  of  gunpow- 
der, at  various  places! 

1 he  anti-Jacksonians  of  New  York  are  also  loudly  ex- 
ulting at  their  victories  won  at  Syracuse,  Auburn,  &c. 
and  we  notice  that  a meeting  is  called  at  Ithaca,  by  the 
signatures  of  fifteen  hundred  persons.  It  is  apparent  that 
a great  change  has  been  effected  in  the  political  opinions 
ot  the  people  of  this  state,  or  else  that  there  is  a new  zeal 
to  give  them  effect.  A convention  has  been  called  with 
ayiew'  to  unite  all  the  elements  of  the  “o[iposition.  ” 
1 he  “Jackson  and  Van  Buren’  jiarty  is  also  rallying  its 
strength  and,  through  its  organization  and  numbers,  is 
very  powerful. 

■The  charter  election  of  the  city  of  'Frov  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  and,  according  to  the  private  advices  of 
the  Y.  Commercial,  resulted  in  giving  to  the  anti- 
Jackson  party  a majority  ot  635,  being  an  increase  of  550 
since  the  election  of  1832. 

The  charter  election  of  the  city  of  JVew  Brunsxoick, 
,JVejv  Jersey,  took  place  on  Monday  last,  and  the  whole 
anti-Jackson  ticket  for  common  council  and  town  clerk, 
was  carried  by  a small  majority. 

It  is  calculated  that  the  anti-Jackson  majority  in  the 
legislature  of  Virginia  is  from  25  to  30.  Preparations 
are  making  for  a general  jubilee  throughout  the  state. 

It  is  said  that  the  largest  meeting  ever  held  in  -u'estern 
Pennsylvania  was  convened  at  Pittsburgh  on  the  6th  inst. 
“to  celebrate  the  victory  of  the  whigs  at  New  York.  ” 
Gen.  Marks  presided  over  the  ceremonies  and  over  the 
feast,  supported  by  many  vice  presidents,  &c.  There 
was  a good  deal  of  speaking,  and  much  eating,  and  drink- 
ing of  .toasts;  and,  on  motion  of  Benjamin  Bakewell,  the 
meeting  .then  adopted  their  congressional  and  legislative 
ticket,  Mr.  penny  being  nominated  for  re-election  to 
congress.  They  also  appointed  delegates  to  a conven- 
tion that  is  to  be  held  at  Harrisburgh'on  the  27th  inst. 

The  first  resolution  may  sliow  the  character  of  this 
meeting — as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  do  reaffirm  the  solemn  judgment 
of  the  American  senate,  “:that  the  pre.sident  of  the  U.  States,  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  4n  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  butyn  derogation  of  both.” 

I'he  number  present  were  computed  at  from  six  to 
eight  thousand.  Several  salutes  of  cannon  were  fired 
during  the  day.  A salute  of  100  guns  was  fired  at  Cin- 
cinnati on  the  same  occasion.  Another  account  says  that 
one  hundred  and  fifty  guns  were  fired  in  consequence  of 
^an  attempt  to  prevent  the  firing  of  100,  by  removing  the 
,4deposite  of  powder,  and  spiking  the  cannon  that  were  set 
.aside  for  the  salute.  A great  meeting  of  the  people  was 
•also  held  in  this  city  to  celebrate  the  “victory”  at  New 
York. 

FThe  “Baltimore  Republican”  of  Saturday  last  has  the 
following; 

Attention! a Those  young  men  of  B.iUinmre,  who  are 
witling  to  pledge  life,  fortune  and  sacred  honor,  .in  the  support 


of  their  patriotic  chief  magistrate,  against  the  lawless  course  of  a 
factious  senate,  are  requested  to  assemble  on  Tliursday 
evening  ne.xt,  the  15th  in.<t.  at  4 pa.-^t  7 o’clock,  at  the  Colum- 
bian Gardens.  The  ol>jecl  oftlie  meeting  will  he  explained,  in 
an  address  fiom  a fiiend  to  the  cause  ot  equal  rights  and  univer- 
sal suffrage. 

A Boston  paper  of  April  29,  says— 

The  Northampton  broadeloihs,  to  be  sold  at  Quincy  Hall,  to- 
morrow, were  opened  for  exliibiiion  to  day,  and  may  be  exam- 
ined until  tlie  coininencenient  of  the  sale.  We  never  witnessed 
a more  gratifying  exliiliition,  nor  one  that  made  us  feel  prouder 
of  New  England.  There  are  six  linndred  pieces  of  broadcloths, 
liandsomely  displayed  on  tables  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  giving 
every  oppoi  timity  for  minute  examination.  The  first  tiling  that 
strikes  the  eye  is  the  richness  and  diversity  of  colors — corre.s- 
ponding  to  the  fineness  of  fabric,  softness,  firmness,  and  finish, 
of  the  cloths, 

I'he  cloths  were  sold  the  next  day— and  it  is  said 
“The  prices  obtained  were  at  least  equal  to  what  might 
have  been  anticipated,  from  the  recent  stagnation  in  bu- 
siness of  all  kinds.” 

There  has  been  considerable  agitation  at  New  Y^ork,  in 
consequence  of  some  apparently  violent  proceedings  of 
the  anti-slavery  society  to  bring  into  disrepute  the  Colo- 
nization society.  Multitudes  have  assembled  to  hear  cer- 
tain examinations  and  discussions.  The  abolitionists  seem 
to  be  in  a very  small  minority,  but  are  resolute  and 
thorough-going.  Mr.  Noah  congratulates  the  people  of 
the  south,  that  all  tlie  fighting  about  the  emancipation  of 
their  slaves  is  to  be  done  north  of  Mason  and  Dickson’s 
line! 

Large  additions  have  been  made  at  Saratoga,  for  the 
accommodation  of  visiters  in  tlie  ensuing  season.  It  needs 
not  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  say,  that  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  will  much  diminish  the  deposites  of 
trangers  at  Saratoga. 

Some  generous  individuals  at  Philadelphia  are  making 
considerable  exertions  to  obtain  contributions  for  the  pre- 
sent relief  of  the  Polish  exiles  arrived  at  N.  York.  They 
have  been  sent  to  us  at  an  unhappy  season.  Few  that  are 
both  able  and  willing  to  assist  the  di.stressed,  have  not  a 
sufficiency  of  calls  ov  demands  upon  both;  but  a trifle  from 
many  to  these  few  strangers  would  render  good  service 
to  them,  and  evince  a national  feeling  that  we  might  have 
a just  pride  in. 

At  a meeting,  on  Monday,  the  5th  inst.  of  the  board  of 
directors,  .Tames  Howard,  esq.  was  unanimously  elected 
president  of  the  Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore,  in  the  place 
of  Philip  Moore,  deceased. 

There  are  again  strong  reports  that  Mr.  McLane  is 
about  to  resign  the  place  of  secretary  of  state,  and  credit 
seems  given  to  them.  Such  reports  ought  not  to'be  start- 
ed on  slight  grounds;  but  in  times  of  excitement,  the  peo- 
ple are  always  rife  for  tliem. 

The  “Telegraph”  says  that  the  “Globe”  calls  Mr. 
Duane  an  “upstart”— but  the  former  adds  “Mr.  D.  has 
the  advantage  of  education  and  we  know  xvho  his  father 
is.” 

Away  at  St.  Louis,  the  following  were  the  rates  of  ex- 
change of  the  bank  notes  named  for  those  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  a few  days  ago: 

Louisville  Union  bank  5 per  cent  discount. 

Virginia  bank  notes  10  “ “ 

Ohio  banks  ' 8 a 10  “ “ 

New  York  safety  fund  notes  10  “ “ 

The  business  of  robbing  houses  and  stores  and  of  pick- 
ing pockets,  and  in  general  of  removing  private  deposites, 
without  assigning  2n\y  reasons  for  so  doing,  is  very  lively! 
The  chief  operators  are  foreigners,  recently  arrived  in 
this  “land  of  liberty;”  but  some  of  them  are  cruelly  used  ! 
Instead  of  being  permitted  to  run  at  large,  and  explore 
the  country  which  they  have  adopted,  many  of  them  are 
seized  and  shut  up  in  the  penitentiaries,  and  there  coiri- 
pelled  to  labor.  We  do  not  know  why  it  is — but,  cer- 
tainly, depredations  on  property  have  rapidly  Increased, 
within  a short  time  past — the  principal  actors  being  asso- 
ciated villains  from  the  British  islands.  Wc  are  glad. 
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howcTer,  to  observe  that  four  murderers,  wlio  had  actu- 
ally embarked  lor  the  United  Stales,  were  arrested  at 
Liverpool,  and  carried  bank  to  Dublin,  a short  time  ago. 

Canada  is  much  agitated.  Politics  run  high.  The  na- 
tive population,  [French]  against  those  of  the  British 
islands,  the  United  States,  &c.  Social  communications 
between  persons  of  the  adverse  parties  seem  to  be  nearly 
at  an  end.  In  Lower  Canada  a very  large  majority  of  the 
people  are  Canadians  proper — that  is,  descendants  of  the 
original  French  settlers. 

Mr.  Macadam,  the  celebrated  road  maker,  has  been 
knighted  by  the  king  of  England.  He  would  not  find 
much  favor  at  Washington,  on  a windy  day!  The 
Pennsylvania  avenue  is  among  the  most  bwautiful  roads 
that  have  ever  been  made,  in  wet  weather — but  “awful” 
in  dry  and  blowing  weather;  almost  impassable,  at  times, 
from  the  clouds  of  sharp  stones,  which  now  supply  the 
place  of  its  former  more  honest  dust — which,  indeed,  was 
often  abundant! 

The  Madrid  Revista  Espagnola,  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
states,  that  in  consequence  of  an  attempt  to  assassinate 
the  commandant  general  of  Murcia,  that  officer  issued 
the  following  extraordinary  proclamation,  dated  March 
19: 

“The  criminal  attempt  to  assassinate  me  in  my  own  house 
on  the  evening  oftlie  17ili,  although  not  effected,  calls  for  pre- 
cautionary measures,  consequently,  if  a similar  attempt  be 
made  on  any  of  the  authorities  appointed  by  the  queen,  or  even 
against  any  person  attached  to  her  cause,  I will  immediately 
imprison  ^ persons,  taken  from  those  most  known  for  their 
enmity  to  the  government  of  her  majesty,  and,  after  summary 
trial,  1 will  cause  four  of  them  to  be  shot,  and  the  rest  trans- 
ported to  the  colonies,  whatever  their  stniinn  in  society  may 
be.  (Signed)  Pedro  Ramies.” 

The  currency  and  the  ti,mes,  8tc.  The  following  were 
the  rates  at  New  York  on  the  10th  instant,  of  the  notes  of  banks 
regarded  solvent. 

United  Slates  hank  and  all  its  branches,  par.  All  of  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
and  Vermont,  with  two  or  three  exceptions  only  ^ per  cent, 
dis.  New  York  city  banks,  par,  with  many  of  those  in  the  in 
terior — some  at  i per  cent.  dis.  but  the  safety  fund  banks  gene- 
rally at  I discount,  two  or  three  at  1^.  New  Jersey,  some  at 
par  others  generally  from  1 to  dis.  Pennsylvania— Philadel- 

Khia  i— country  hanks  from  1 to  2,  a few  at  5 dis.  Delaware  2. 

laryland— Baltimore  1— country  notes  2 to  4 dis.  Virginia  from 
3 to  5.  District  of  Columbia  2^^.  Ohio,  generally,  5.  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina  atid  Georgia  5.  Tennessee,  Loui- 
siana, Alabama  and  Mississippi  10  dis.  Michigan  2^.  Canada 
3i  to  6. 

The  uniformly  good  credit  of  the  numerous  banks  in  New 
England,  is  not  a little  remarkable,  in  this  sea.«on  of  pressure. 
The  credit  of  the  “safety  fund”  banks  has  also  rallied. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

On  the  8th  inst.  a great  crowd  was  collected  in  the  new  Ro- 
man Catholic  church  at  New  Haven,  Con.  to  witness  the  cere- 
mony of  its  consecration  by  the  hishop,  when  tlie  gallary  across 
the  front  end  of  the  house  gave  wa.y,  breaking  in  the  middle, 
and  precipitating  many  persons.  Only  one  wa.s  killed  on  the 
epot,  bultw<»  or  three  others  died  soon  after,  and  several  others 
were  fearfully  mangled. 

The  ship  Ceres  sailed  from  Wilmington,  Delaware,  last  week, 
on  a three  years’  whaling  voyage  lo  the  Pacific.  She  has  been 
purchased  and  completely  fitted  for  this  service  by  the  whaling 
company  recently  formed  in  that  town. 

It  is  said  that  the  late  severe  frosts  have  been  very  injurious 
to  the  growing  cotton  crops  of  Tennessee. 

The  gross  amount  of  tolls  collected  on  the  Erie  canal  in  the 
last  month  was  ^1,930  compared  with  $88,606  collected  in  the 
same  month  last  year.  The  reduction  of  the  lolls  i.s  said  to  be  a 
a fair  offset  for  the  .5  days  gained  to  the  navigation  tliis  year, 
by  the  opening  of  the  canal. 

A straw  factory  near  Boston  yet  employs  between  150  and 
200  persons,  chiefly  females  in  weaving  straw,  by  hand  looms, 
&c.  after  the  manner  of  what  is  called  the  Tuscany,  imported 
from  the  Mediterranean.  We  hope  that  a knowledge  of  the 
fact  that  the  chief  part  of  the  Tuscany  bonnets  used  in  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  are  made  in  New  England,' will  not  render  them  less 
fashionable  than  they  have  been;  hut  the  much  reduced  price 
has  already  caused  this  beautiful  manufaciure  to  be  rejected  by 
some,  who  will  not  wear  any  thing  that  is  common. 

The  hon.  Mr.  Grennell,  of  Massachusetts,  in  crossing  the 
bridge  over  the  basin,  near  the  Centre  market  house,  on  Sun- 
day the  4th  instant,  learned  from  some  hoys  that  a negro  lad  had 


fallen  into  the  basin,  and  sunk,  some  miiiiites  belore.  Findin:; 
any  other  means  of  recovering  the  body  hopeless,  he  threw  «jtf 
his  coat,  and  plunged  into  the  water,  (about  eight  feel  deep), 
and,  after  going  down  once  or  twice  ineffectually,  at  last  fouml 
the  body,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  wharf,  to  all  appearance  dead. 
After  a short  tune,  however,  lie  had  the  happiness  to  perceive 
that  his  efforls,  and  the  rink  lie  incurred,  hud  nut  been  in  vain. 
The  lad  gradually  recovered.  ' [iVt/L  Int, 

The  fisheries  on  the  Potomac  have  been  imii«ually  siiccessfiil 
the  present  season.  The  Alexandria  Gazette  says  “somewhere 
about  the  middle  of  this  month,  at  a fi.diery  14  miles  below 
Green  way,  at  one  haul,  a million  and  a half  of  herring,  and  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  hundred  shad,  were  taken!  On  the  28th 
April,  in  like  manner,  were  caught  eleven  thousand  shad  at  the 
same  landing! 

The  scarlet  fever  is  making  dreadful  ravages  in  some  parts  of 
South  Carolina. 

Polari,  who  was  arrested  at  N.  York,  for  stealing  the  jewels  of 
the  princess  of  Orange,  and  carried  to  Holland,  was  executed 
at  the  Hague  on  the  2d  April  last. 

Several  negro  t/aders  have  been  recently  put  to  death  by  the 
commodities  in  wliich  they  dealt. 

The  Salem  Gazette  says — We  were  struck  a few  days  ago, 
with  the  enormous  size  of  some  ladies’ comlis  standing  in  our 
neighbor  Lakeman’s  window.  On  inquiry,  we  found  they  were 
destined  for  the  South  American  market,  where  they  are  ac- 
tually worn  by  the  ladies,  although  the  rim  i.s  from  two  to  two 
and  a half  feet  in  breadth,  and  six  or  eight  inches  high.  They 
are  made  of  horn,  in  Newbnryport,  elegantly  fini.''hed,  and  very 
liandsnme,  notwithstanding  the  vulgar  material  of  vvliieh  they 
were  composed. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus  arrived  at  St.  Thomas  on  the 
22d  lilt,  having,  in  a gale  thrown  over  eight  guns,  and  lost  her 
boats. 

In  Paris,  with  a population  of  935,000  there  are  925  physi- 
cians; in  Berlin,  w'ith  a population  of  249,000,  there  are  174;  in 
London,  with  a po(inlatinn  of  1,500,000,  only  20.3;  in  Boston, 
with  a population  of  71,000,  there  arc  75;  In  New  York,  which 
i.s  estimated  at  250,000  we  have  530. 

The  following  account  of  a “rail  road  accident,”  is  copied 
from  a Philadelphia  paper  of  M.ay  7 — 

“An  accident  occurred  on  the  Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road 
yesterday,  which  detained  the  c:irs  for  about  forty  five  minutes; 
but  we  rejoice  to  learn  that  no  person  was  injured.  Jt  appears 
that  as  the  engine  from  Amboy  was  proceeding  along  the  mad 
at  the  rate  of  about  fifteen  miles  an  hour,  it  eame  suddenly  in 
contact  with  another  engine  from  this  end  of  ilie  road,  which 
was  also  proceeding  at  a very  rapid  rate.  The  concussion  look 
place  just  at  a turn  of  the  road,  and  fhns  prevented  the  engi- 
neers of  the  dilTerent  engines  from  seeing  each  other  until  the 
engines  were  williin  a few  yards  of  nn-eting.  I'lie  concii.ssion 
was  very  great,  and  both  engines  were  materially  injured. 
That  from  the  Camden  end  of  the  road  was  nnaftended  by  a 
train  of  cars.  The  passengers  in  the  cars  atlached  to  the  other 
were  for  a few  minutes  considerably  alarmed.  It  was  ccrlain 
ly  inipnidenl  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the  engine  from 
this  end  of  the  line,  to  proceed  on  the  road,  and  at  a rajiid  rate, 
when  the  cars  from  the  other  end  were  expected.” 

Should  this  be  called  by  the  soft  name  of  an  “accident.’” 
Had  a person  been  killed,  what  jury  would  not  have  found  the 
conductor  of  the  locomotive  (without  the  train)  guilty  of  mur- 
der, or,  at  least,  of  manslaughter.’  There  is  no  excuse  for  an 
act  lihe  this,  and  such  acts  must  be  punished. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  says— a female  mule  belonging  to  a gen- 
tleman in  Suffolk,  lately  brought  forth  a colt!  This  is  the  first 
case  of  the  kind  we  ever  heard  of,  and  the  general  belief  has 
been  that  this  mixed  generation  of  animals  was  incapable  of  te- 
prodttciiori. 

Cargoes  of  ice,  from  the  North  sea  for  London,  are  expected 
to  prove  profitable  investments.  One  already  liad  been  entered 
at  the  custom  house  at  the  value  of  £80, 

There  are  15  large  steam  packets  on  lake  Ontario,  and  there 
arc  30  on  lake  Erie,  besides  150  schooners. 

Several  persons  convicted  of  arson  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts of  England,  have  been  left  for  execution,  according  lo 
sentence. 

Out  of  twenty  persons  composing  the  select  vestry  of  Mor- 
peth, (Eng.)  one  is  a brewer,  four  are  publicans,  two  are  beer- 
shop  keepers,  two  are  brewers’  clerks,  and  one  a pnrier-seller, 
and  the  mother  of  one,  the.  wife  of  another,  and  the  uncles, 
aunts  and  cousins  of  another,  are  parish  paupers. 

In  a work  lately  published  by  a Spaniard,  there  is  a compari- 
son between  the  produce  of  the  gold  and  silver  mines  in  Ame- 
rica and  the  coal  mines  in  England,  from  which  it  afipears  that 
the  gross  value  of  the  anuual  produce  of  the  coal  mines,  which 
is  18,000,000  tons,  amounts  to  450,000,000  francs,  including  the 
wages  and  other  charges;  whilst  the  produce  of  the  gold  and 
silver  mines,  including  the  same  charges,  is  only  220, .500, 000 
francs;  showing  a balance  in  favor  of  the  coal  mines  of  Eng- 
land, over  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the  new  world,  of  no 
less  11  sum  than  227 ..500,000  francs. 
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Tlu!  B.iUiinore  Gaxi-Ue  of  iMay  9 say^ — YefteiUay  fonie  fish- 
Cfineii  ill  (Jarpouter’s  Point,  look  al  a siiij:\e  haul,  upwatds  of 
ei'^ht  hundred  rock  fish,  of  iIk;  largoj-tsize  wc  over  saw.  Some 
of  them  woisrlifd  iipwanls  of  100  pounds,  and  the  moft  of  them 
averaged  lu  tweeit  .'>0  and  100  lbs.  They  were  sellini:  this  morn- 
irjg  ill  market,  at  from  50  cents  to  one  dollar  for  the  largest,  say 
one  cent  a pound  fur  such  fi.'h  as  this! 

— 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  9.  Mr.  Knight  presented  a memorial  signed  by  2,3.*18 
mechanics  of  tlie  state  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  restoration 
of  the  deposiles,  which  was  read,  referred,  &o. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
1831,  was  read  the  third  lime,  on  motion  of  Mr.  fyehster,  amend- 
ed and  passed. 

The  bill  fur  the  continuation  of  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland 
road  w’as  read  the  tliird  time  and  passed. 

A communication  was  received  from  the  department  of  state, 
staling  that  ilie  publication  of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of 
the  United  Stales,  Itoin  1783  to  17S9,  had  been  completed  and 
published. 

Mr.  Clayton  reported  llie  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  for 
the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors,  with  iummdnicnis; 

Also  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  provicie  for  the  punisli- 
raentof  certain  crimes  agaimst  the  United  Stales;  which  latter 
bill  w.as  twice  read  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  aulhori.siiig  the  admission  of  ilie  territories  ofSIiclii- 
gan  and  Arkansas  into  the  union  as  stales,  was  taken  up;  and 
after  a speech  from  Mr.  Tipton  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  the  lull  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  making  a donation  of  land  to  llie  Polish  exiles  was 
taken  up,  amended  so  as  to  give  to  each  setth'r  five  liniidrcd 
instead  of  three  hundred  acres,  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
gro.ssed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bills  to  extend  the  emmnissions  under  the  treaty  with 
France  and  with  Naples,  and  the  bill  to  equalise  the  represeii 
tailon  in  the  legi-slati ve  council  of  Florida,  were  severally  read 
the  first  and  second  time  ami  referred  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees. Tile  senate  adjourned. 

May  12.  Memorials  were  presented  in  favor  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposites,  Sic.  by  Mr.  Webater,  from  Rochester,  sign- 
ed by  1,371  persons;  by  the  same  from  citizens  of  Mifflin  coun- 
ty, Pa.  by  the  same  from  nearly  400  citizens  of  Detroit.  Mr. 
McKean  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  public  di.slress, 
the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  the  fiiiaiices  of  the  country  generally,  from  Chester, 
Cmnherland  and  Luzerne  counties,  Pa.  all  which  were  read, 
referred,  &c. 

Mr.  IVright  presented  memorials  from  Warren  and  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.  approving  the  conduct  of  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  in  relation  to  the  public  finances — read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  was  elected  a member  of  the  committee  of  foreign 
relation-s  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
ofMr.  jRu'cs. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  from  the  other  house,  was 
twice  read  and  referred. 

The  hill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  committed  against  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and 

Tlie  bill  granting  a donation  of  land  to  the  Polish  exiles,  were 
respectively  read  a third  lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  IVagaaman  called  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question, 
and  they  having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Freling'nuysen,Kt;nt,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Moore, 
Morris,  N.tudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins, Silsbee,  Smith,  Talhnadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster, 
Wilkins— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Swift,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  White,  Wright — 14. 

So  the  bill  w'as  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  concurrence. 

The  re  port  on  the  Rhode  Island  election  ofsenator,  was  taken 
«p  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
.committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  pension  agency,  when 

Mr.  Clayton,  after  some  remarks,  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee,  by  adding  the  following  words:  “except 
when  specially  authorised  to  do  so  by  act  of  congress.” 

So  that  tlie  resolution  may  read — 

“Hesoived,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in 
appointing  pension  agents  in  any  state  or  territory  where  the 
hank  of  the  United  States  or  one  of  its  branches  has  been  es- 
tablished, except  when  specially  authorised  to  do  so  by  act  of 
congress.” 

The  amendment  having  been  agreed  to — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  to  morrow. 

‘ The  resolution  authorising  the  purchase  of  thirteen  copies  of 
American  stale  papers,  now  in  progress  of  publication  by  Gales 
•&  Seaton,  was  taken  np,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a lliiid 
|-eading  by  a vote  of20  to  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexfcr,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to 
fehe  consideration  of  executive  business.,  and  after  being  engag- 
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cd  therein  some  lime,  the  doors  were  opened,  when  the  sciiitih 
adjourned. 

May  13.  Memorials,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  were  presented  by  Mr.  McKean  from  a numerous 
iru.eliiig  of  citizens  of  Adams  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Frelinghuyseit 
tmm  300  citizens  of  Morris  county,  fiom  241  citizens  of  Eliza- 
lictlilown,  from  201  citizens  of  Liviiigion,  and  from  100  citizens 
of  Union  township,  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  by  Mt.  McKean 
from  850  citizens  of  Adams  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Tyler  from  425 
citizens  of  Norfolk  county,  Va.;  by  Mr.  Kiving  from  a large  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Licking  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Silsbee  from 
4,600  citizens  of  the  third  congressional  district  of  Massaebu- 
selt-;;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Frclinghuyscn  presented  n memorial  from  1,445  citizens 
of  Middlesex  county,  and  the  ciiy  of  New  Brunswick,  in  New 
Jersey,  opposed  to  llie  recliarler  of  the  United  Stales  bank, 
wliich  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  concerning  the  pension  books 
in  the  United  Slates  bank. 

Mr.  Wright  addressed  tlie  senate  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  committee;  when  lie  had  concluded, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  its  further  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  to-niorrovv. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  executive  business,  and  pfter  the  doors  were  open- 
ed, tin;  seriate  adjourned. 

May  14.  A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  Stales,  comnimiicating  copies  of  a treaty  with  France, 
ami  of  a convention  with  the  two  Sicilies;  which  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wilkins  were  respectively  referred  to  llie  committee  on  fo- 
reign relations. 

The  chair  preseiitecl  the  proceedings  of  a democratic  meeting 
of  New  Castle  county,  Delaware,  approving  the  removal  of  the 
depo.“;itcs — read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  a memorial  from  upw'ards  of  500  citizens 
of  Nelson  county,  Kf  mucky,  condemning  the  conduct  of  the 
e.xeciUive  in  the  removal  olTlie  deposites,  and  praying  congress 
not  to  adjourn  until  some  remedy  lias  been  provided  for  the  ex- 
isting evil— read,  referred,  &e. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
of  Seneca  comity,  Ohio,  siistairiing  llie  course  of  the  executive; 
wliicii  was  read,  referred,  Stc. 

Mr.  Moms  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  ir> 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  similar  in  its  tendency.  He  staled 
that  one  of  t1ie  resolutions  was  ohjectionalile,  as  using  the  term 
“vindictive”  in  reference  to  the,  resolutions  inlrodnceil  by  Mr. 
Cfo}/;  but  he  did  not  consider  them  as  disrespectful  to  the  se- 
nate. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  describ- 
ed one  of  the  resolutions  as  objectionable,  with  a view  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  practice  of  passing  and  sending  here  improper  and 
indecorous  resolutions,  he  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  pa- 
per. 

Mr.  JEifing,  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  memorial  would  be 
read;  and  the  more  violent  and  denunciatory  it  might  be,  the 
belter.  The  people  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  he  said,  were  a sober, 
calm  and  reasoning  people;  and  if  this  paper  contain  violent 
abuse  or  denunciation,  it  will  be  conclusive  evidence  to  my 
mind  that  a small  portion  of  the  people  of  any  county  in  that 
Slate  have  joined  in  it. 

The  memorial  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Ewing  said:  The  thing,  Mr.  President,  is  not  so  bad.  I 
hope  my  colleague  will  give  us  the  rest  which  he  has  by  him, 
and  which,  it  scorns,  he  is  ashamed  of. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  and  the  resolution,  alluded 
to  above,  containing  indecorous  and  improper  reflections  upon 
the  other  senator  from  Ohio, 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  ta- 
ble, which  motion  prevailed  by  tlie  following  vole: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Callioun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Knight,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
daiii,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Smith,  Tomlinson— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Preston, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Tipton,  Waggaman,  White,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 19. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  presented  a 
memorial  which  he  thought  would  wipe  off  the  blot,  if  any  were 
cast  upon  his  state  by  the  memorial  just  offered  by  his  col- 
league, and  which  tlie  senate  had  refused  to  print.  This  me- 
morial is  signed  by  1,029  voters  of  Athens  county,  Ohio.  Ano- 
ther copy  which  he  had  received,  but  which  was  not  on  his  table, 
contains  the  signatures  of  72  citizens  of  the  same  county,  and 
three  townships  are  yet  to  be  heard  from.  At  the  last  presiden- 
tial election,  that  county  gave  1,344  votes,  of  which,  627  were 
for  the  present  chief  magistrate,  and  717  against  him. 

This  memorial  was  of  a contrary  character,  and  after  some 
conversation  between  Messrs.  Erring  and  Morris,  the  memori- 
al was  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  seriate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  jiidiciai  y conimittee  on  the  pension  books,  8tc.  in 
po.asession  of  the  United  States  bank. 

Mr.  Clayton  addressed  the  senate  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright\ 
but  before  he  had  concluded  gave  way  to  a motion  to  adjourn; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Ewing,  the  senate  adjourned. 
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May  15.  A communication  was  received  from  the  president 
,,f  the  United  States,  transmitting  a copy  of  the  treaty  recently 
<iiade  with  the  republic  of  Chili. 

Mr.  Naudain  presented  the  proceedings  of  a public  meeting 
tecenilyheid  at  Wilmington,  in  the  state  ol  Delaware,  express- 
ing their  disapprobalioii  of  the  protest  sent  to  the  senate  by  the 
|iresident,  which  were  read. 

Mi.  ^taudain  then'moved  that  these  proceedings  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  opposed  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  Kane  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to  print  by  including 
the  printing  of  the  protest. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Clayton,  Forsyth, 
Preston  and  Poindexter. 

It  was  stated  in  the  course  of  debate  that  the  protest  had  al- 
Tcady  been  printed  and  published  by  the  executive,  and  that 
d0,000  copies  had  been  issued  from  the  Globe  offtee. 

The  aniendnient  was  almost  unanimously  rejected,  and  the 
<tnotion  to  print  agreed  to  without  a division. 

Mr.  Clayton  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks;  in  the 
tiourse  of  which,  he  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  reported 
liy  ihe-commfltee,  by  substituting  for  them  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  certain  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  passed  on  the  i5ili  of  May, 
1828,  and  the  act  supplementary  to  that  act  passed  on  the  7th 
xxf  June,  1852,  are  propeily  acts  providing  for  the  payment  of 
military  pensions. 

Resolved,  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any  law  upon  the 
department,  or  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  agency  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act  of  the  7tli  June,  1832, 
and  the  funds,  books  and  papers  connected  with  that  agency, 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  to  appoint  other  agents 
to  supercede  tliat  bank  in  the  payment  ofsucii  pensioners. 

Mr.  Kane  then  addressed  the  senate  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clayton, 
and  in  vindication  of  the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general,  and 
continued  for  some  time,  when  he  yielded  the  door  without 
having  come  to  a conclusion;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  9.  Mr.  JlUen,  of  Va.  reported  a bill  further  to 
■tttnend  the  act  incorporuiing  the  Cliesapeake  and  Ohio  canal 
company;  and 

Mr.  Pinion  a bill  to  provide  for  erecting  a fire  proof  building 
.for  a patent  othce,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  bills  were 
twice  read  and  coimniUed. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  C.  P.  While,  a resolution  was  adopted  au- 
thorizing the  pi  in-tfngof  a liiousand  copies  of  the  amended  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  ifm.As;  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  from  the  committee 
of  elections,  presented  a counter  report,  to  tliat  presented  by 
the  majority,  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Mooie 
and  Mr.  Letcher,  which  he  moved  to  have  printed,  and  its  fur- 
jlher  consideration  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  general  appropriation  bill, 

The  question  pending  from  yesterday,  being  on  the  original 
amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Fance,  which  had  been  so  modi- 
fied as  to  read  as  follows: 

“in  no  case,  shall  the  compensation,  by  salary,  fees, or  other- 
wise, be  permitted  to  exceed;  of  a ctdlector,  three  thousand 
dollars  per  anniini;  of  surveyors  and  naval  officers,  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  per  annum;  and  of  weighers,  gaugers, 
markers,  appraisers,  and  all  others  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion of  the  customs,  two  thousand  dollars  per  anmini.” 

Mr.  Vance  said,  that  as  the  question  had  been  amply  discuss- 
c,d,  he  would  now  ask  that  it  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  appeared  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C.  Allan,  Win.  Allen, 
Banks,  Barringer,  Beaiy,  Beaumont,  Binney,  Gull,  Bunch,  Burd, 
Burges,  C.isey,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Win.  Clark,  Clayton,  Clow- 
itey,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Warren  R.  Davis,  De- 
iierry,  Detning,  Denny,  Dickson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Duncan, 
Si.vans,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Forrester,  Foster, 
;Fiilton,  Gamble,  Gholson,  Grenm  il,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Janies  Harper,  Harrison,  IJazcItine,  Hiester,  Jabez  W. 
.Hunliiigtoii,  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Seaborn  Jones,  King,  Kinnard, 
Lane,  Laporte,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas,  Mardis,  McConias, 
McKennan,  Moorc^  Feirsoii,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher, 
Aiig.  H.  Shepperd,  Win.  Slude,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spang- 
jer,  Stewart,  William  P.  Taj  lor,  Tompkins,  James  Turner, 
T'weody,  Vanc(“,  Wagener,  Websicr,  F.  Whittlesey,  E.  Whit 
..llesey,  Wilde,  Witlianis,  Young— 85. 

NAYS— Mes.srs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  John  Adams,  Archer, 
Ashley,  Baylies,  Beale,  Beardsley,  Bodle,  Briggs,  Brown,  By- 
iiiiiii,  Cacibrelcrig,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Day, 
J)ickerson,  W.  K.  Fuller,  GalbtaUh,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Gorham, 
Jos.  Hall,  T.  II.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hardin,  Jos.  M.  Harper,  Hatha- 
Avay,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  Noadiah 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Kavanagli,  Lansing,  Luke  Lea,  Tho- 
mas Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mariindale,  Moses 
Mason,  McKay,  McKim,  McLone,  MeVean,  Miller,  Robert 
Mitchell,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Paiker,  Patterson,  Polk, 
Schley,  Selden,  Stiinii,  Stamlib  r,  Sutherland,  P.  Thomas, 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Wayne,  C.  P.  White,  Wise — 72. 

Mr.  Vance,  thcrenpoii,  as  he  liad  previmi-ly  intimated,  uith- 
jirxw  all  the  other  clauses  in  the  ameudiiienl  proposed  by  him 


(the  clause  thereof  preceding  the  above  having  been  diaagreed 
to  yesterday.) 

Mr.  White,  o(  Florida,  moved  an  amendment  increasing  re- 
trospectively, the  salary  of  tlie  U.  S.  judges  m Florida,  which 
was  ugieed  to. 

Mr.  Sutherland  moved  an  amendment  authorising  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  to  pay  to  the  collectors,  naval  olficers,  sur- 
veyors, clerks,  gaugers,  weighers,  proveis,  markers  and  mea- 
surers ol  the  several  ports  of  the  United  Sliite.s,  respectively, 
the  same  compensation  for  the  year  1833,  as  if  the  act  of  July, 
1832,  had  not  gone  inio  effect. 

Mr.  Clayton  opposed  the  amendment,  and  went  into  a state- 
ment to  shew  the  vast  iiicrea^.e  in  the  numher  ofeusioiii  house 
officers  in  New  York  since  1»28 — 66  clerks,  instead  of  35;  7 ap- 
praisets,  instead  ot  2;  16  cleiks  in  an  office  that  had  but  1;  120 
inspectors,  instead  ol  63,  &c.  ?tc.  That  the  annual  expense 
Inui  increased  from  ^150,000  to  §'300,000.  And  then  argued  to 
prove  Ibal  this  increase  was  fai  beyond  the  proportional  increase 
of  the  business  of  that  custom  bouse. 

Mr.  Huntin«lon  was  opposed  to  the  amendment,  the  true  ef- 
fects of  which  he  stated  to  be,  to  give  men  salaries  for  duties 
they  had  no  longer  to  perform. 

Mr.  Sutherland  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  confine  it 
to  collectors,  naval  officers  and  surveyors. 

Mr.  Harper,  of  Pa.  stated  some  f.icts,  showing  abuses  which 
existed  in  the  custom  house  at  Pliiladelpliia. 

Mr.  Vance  now  offered  an  amendinent  to  ilie  amendment  be- 
fore the  house,  directing  the  collector  in  New  York  to  dismiss 
a long  list  of  olficers  in  the  custom  hoii.«e  there,  including  1 de- 
puty collector,  1 assi.siaiil  cashier, 20  clerks,  4 assistant  apprais- 
ers, 31  night-watchers,  Stc.  amoniiling  in  all  to  101.  He  brief- 
ly advocated  this  amendmeht. 

Mr.  Cambrelen"  warmly  resisted  the  aniendnient  moved  by 
Mr.  Vance. 

Mr.  Pearce,  ofR.  1.  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  N.  Y.  advocated  with 
great  earne.'tiie.ss  Mr.  Suf/ierfrinrf’s  aiiiendmcnt. 

Mr.  Huntington  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  Mr.  Suther- 
land's ameiidiiient,  and  they  being  ordered,  appeared  as  lollows; 
yeas  74,  nays  1 17. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jldaws  now  renewed  tlie  motion  which  had  been 
made  in  ciMiimiltee  by  Mr.  Fool,  to  strikeout  the  words  “Great 
Britain”  and  “Russia,”  from  the  appmpiaiiun  for  salaries  of  fo- 
reign ministers;  and  accompanied  liis  motion  liy  a succinct 
eniiineraiion  of  the  grounds  on  wiiich  he  opposed  it. 

Which  niolioii  after  debate  was  negatived,  yeas  68,  nays  122. 
Mr.  Jarvis  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  favor  of  a part  of 
Mr.  P'ance’s  amendment,  on  the  subject  of  tlie  salaries  of  the 
custom  house  officers;  and  the  question  of  reconsideration  being 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  appeared  as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays  94. 
So  the  hou.se  refused  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Davis,  ofS.  C.  now  moved  the  following  amendment. 
“Provided  that  .so  much  of  the  sums  herein  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  ministers  to  Great  Britain 
and  Russia,  shall  not  be  expended,  unless  the  appointment  of 
said  ministers  shall  have  been  made  willi  the  consent  and  ad- 
vice of  the  senate;  nor  shall  any  part  of  the  sum  herein  appro 
piiated  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  mt.ssions  abroad, 
or  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  be  expend- 
ed in  the  salary  or  oiiifit  of  siicli  fninister  or  ministers,  unless 
such  appointment  shall  be  made  during  thus  session  of  congress, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate.”  ” 

Mr.  Darls  supported  this  amendment  by  an  eloquent  speech, 
in  which  he  urged  the  house  to  make  one  united  effoit  to  effect 
a resurrection  of  the  constitution.  Alarming  as  were  the  usur- 
pations on  the  part  of  the  executive,  those  by  the  house  were 
ten  times  more  so, 

Mr.  Bynum,  of  N.  C.  replied  in  an  exceedingly  earnest  speech, 
in  which  he  repelled  the  charge  of  usurpation  on  the  part  of 
the  executive,  and  alluded  to  the  attack  upon  the  bank,  as  af- 
fording only  a second  part  of  the  victory  of  New  Orle.ins. 

Mr.  II.  Everett  remarked  with  alarm  on  the  position  taken  in 
Mr.  Bynum's  speech,  that  the  jiresideiit  was  responsible  alone 
to  the  people,  which  he  conceived  to  he  setting  aside  the  con- 
stitution entirely,  in  its  provisions  relating  to  the  legislative 
powers,  and  tetulina  to  annihilate  the  structure  of  our  govern- 
ment. Mr.  E.  was  led  by  the  course  of  things,  in  and  out  of 
the  house,  to  doubt  whelher  the  executive  did  not  purpose  to 
appoint  iiiiiiisiers  witlioiii  ilie  concurrence  of  the  senate;  and 
he  called  upon  his  friend.-.-,  if  they  had  authority  to  do  so,  to  dis- 
avow, on  the  part  of  the  president,  all  claim  to  the  right  of  do- 
ing so. 

Mr.  Ewing  spoke  with  much  earnestness  in  reply  to  Mr.  By- 
num, reprobating  the  practice,  now  becoming,  he  said,  so  cotii- 
mon  in  the  house,  to  answer  all  aigiiinents  by  a reference  to  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans.  There  had  been  no  remonstrances  be- 
fore, congress  against  that  hatlle.  Mr.  E.  venerated  general 
Jackson;  but  against  the  acts  of  jiresident  Jackson  he  must  pro- 
test, on  behalf  of  his  qonstitnents. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Davis’s  amendment  by  adding 
the  words  “unless  a vacancy  sliall  happen  during  the  recess  of 
congress.” 

Mr.  Davis  accepted  this  as  a modification. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question;  but  the  house  refused 
to  second  the  motion — ayes77,noes  62. 

After  a long  and  animated  debate,  Mr.  Davis's  amendment 
was  lost.,  ayes  45,  noe.s  122. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Jldams  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  (as  he  had  previ- 
ously proposed  in  committee  of  the  whole)  by  striking  out  the 
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outfit  and  salary  of  a charge  des  affairs  to  Buenos  Ayres;  which 
iBotion  was  negatived,  ayes  53,  noes  101. 

Mr.  Lincoln  moved  lo  strike  out  the  item  of ‘^^31^000  for  extra 
clerk  hire  in  the  po.-l  office  departinei.t.” 

Mr,  L.  briefly  suppoiled  liis  inoiion.  lie  stated  the  debts  of 
the  department  to  be  |il,089,000,  and  said  tlie  posimaster  gene- 
ral had  admitted  that  lie  could  not  get  along  without  aid  from 
congress  to  the  amount  ol  $450,000. 

Mr.  Connor  replied  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  .stated  the  depart- 
ment was  not  in  debt  more  than  $300,000  beyond  its  available 
funds. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  authorised  to  say  that  $400,000  would  pay  all 
■claims  against  the  department. 

Messrs,  Wilde,  Bates,  IF/iiff/esei/ and  2iecd,  severally  address- 
ed the  house  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  were  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Mawes. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  an  amendment  prohibiting  the  postmaster 
general  in  future  from  employing  extra  clerks. 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  the  jfireytows  gites^ton;  but  afterwards 
Withdrew  it. 

Mr.  Lincoln  opposed  the  proviso  moved  by  Mr.  McKay,  and 
the  latter  gentleman  withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Lincoln's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  item  for  extra  clerk  hire,  and  it  was  decided  as 
follows,  yeas  56,  nays  96.  So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilde  now  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  “for  an  agent 
at  Havana,  $4,500.” 

Mr.  Polk  insisted  that  the  appointment  was  useful  and  im- 
portant. 

Messrs.  Wilde  a.nd  McKay  admitted  its  usefulness  but  resi.'t 
ed  the  principle  of  creating,  by  an  appropriation,  an  officer  un- 
Jtnown  to  the  law. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  the  motion  to  strike  out 
failed  by  a vote  of  69  to  91. 

The  bill  was  now  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third 
time  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  fTardwcW,  after  a session  of  fourteen  hours. 
She  house  adjourned  at  one  o’clock,  in  the  morning,  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Monday,  May  12.  The  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken 
up,  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  army,  returned  from 
the  senate  with  amendments,  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  amendments  reported  to  the  house  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  finally  passed  by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  the  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  re 
pair  and  extenson  of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  taken  up,  twice 
read  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Selden,  the  house  then  again  took  u^j  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  from  the  county  of  Oneida,  which 
was  presented  on  Monday  last,  by  him,  accompanied  by  a mo- 
tion that  a committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  state, 
be  appointed  to  consider,  and  report,  in  form  of  a bill,  a plan  for 
a safe  and  uniform  currency,  under  authority  of  the  U.  States; 
and  that  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Oneida  county  be  refer- 
red to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Selden  delivered  his  views  at  large  in  support  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  memorial;  and  particularly  in  reply  to  the  previous 
remarks  of  Mr.  Beardsley. 

Mr.  Beardsley  replied. 

Mr.  Plummer,  oi Mississippi,  now  obtained  leave  of  the  house 
to  explain  in  reference  to  the  report  in  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer of  the  reply  of  his  colleague  Mr.  Cage,  and  read  certain  pa- 
ragraphs which  he  said  had  not  been  delivered  in  the  house, 
and  that  he  should  hold  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer  respon- 
sible for  the  personalties  therein  contained. 

The  chair  interposed,  and  arrested  his  remarks  as  transcend- 
ing the  leave  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Cage  obtained  leave  to  reply,  and  went  into  an  explana- 
tion, in  which  he  exonerated  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer, 
and  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  speech  published,  but  de- 
clined a personal  discussion  with  his  colleague  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  Plummer  rejoined. 

After  a few  words  of  rejoinder  by  Mr.  Cage, 

Mr.  Brown,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  memorial  from 
Oneida  county  and  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Selden  remonstrated,  and  wished  only  for  a vote,  without 
debate. 

Mr.  Brown  refusing  to  withdraw  his  motion, 

Mr.  Williams  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  a call  of  the  house;  but  it  was  negatived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and  had  been  proclaim- 
ed by  the  chair  to  be  yeas  89,  nays  89;  and  that  the  chair  voted 
in  the  affirmative— 

Mr.  Garland,  who  had  voted  in  the  negative,  but  whose  name 
had,  by  mistake,  been  recorded  as  in  the  affirmative,  had  the 
record  corrected. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Hawes  changed  his  vote  from  the  negative 
to  the  affirmative. 

This  left  the  state  of  the  vote  as  before,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Win.  Allen,  Beale,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beau- 
mont, Boekee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns, 
Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Cramer,  Day,  P.  Dickerson,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forrester,  Foster, 
Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gamble,  Ghol.son,  Gillet, 
Gilmer,  Gordon,  Joseph  Hall,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer, 
Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Howell,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnaon,  Seaborn 


Jones.  Benjamin  Jone.s,  RaVanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Luke  Lea,  'I’hos.  Lee,  Lovall,  J.  K.  Mann,  .Mardis,  Mo.ses 
Mason,  Mcfnlire,  .McKay,  .VlcKirn,  .McKinley,  .'IcS  can.  Miller, 
Robert  Mitchell,  I’age,  Parks,  Parker,  Patlim,  Paiier.son,  Pey- 
ton, F.  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  ScheiicU,  Schley, 
Shinn,  Standifer,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Win.  P.  Ta>  lor, 
John  Thomson,  Turril,  Van  Ilouten,  Wagener,  Wardvvell, 
Weh'ier,  VVlialoii,  C.  P.  White— 89. 

NAYS — .Mes.-rs.  J-  Q,.  Adams,  Ileinan  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bar- 
rington, Bates,  Baylies,  Beatty,  Binney,  Brigirs,  Bull,  Burges, 
Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Wm.  Clark,  Clowney, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane,  Darlington,  Davenport,  De- 
berry, Deming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Horace  Everett,  Fill- 
iiiore,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Garland,  Gorham,  Graham, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Ilazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  IVilliam  C.  Johnson, 
Kitig,  Laporte,  Lewis,  Iiiiicoln,Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Martindale, 
Marshall,  McCarty,  McKetiiian,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  B. 
Shepard,  W.  Slade,  C.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Phile- 
mon Thomas,  Turner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wat- 
mough,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise, 
Young— 89. 

The  speaker  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  memorial  from 
Oneida  county,  with  Mr.  Selden's  resolution,  thereupon  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  (he 
deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  P.  C.  Fuller,  from  3.58 
electors  of  the  town  of  Wheatland,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.;  by 
Mr.  Dickerson,  from  inhabitants  of  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.;  by  Mr. 
Parker,  the  proceedings  of  a state  convention  held  at  Trenton; 
by  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Penn,  from  citizens  of  his  district;  by  Mr. 
Fowler,  (rom  a meeting  in  Warren  county,  N.  J.;  by  Mr.  Hntr- 
nitz,  from  two  public  meetintrs  in  York  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr. 
Banks,  from  680  citizens  of  Mifflin  county,  Pa.;  all  which  were 
read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  resolutions,  &c.  approving  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites, &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Whnlon,  from  700  inhabi- 
tants of  Warren  conntv,  N.  Y.;  by  the  same  from  a public  meet- 
ing of  Essex  county,  N.  Y.;  by  Mr.  ParAer,  from  a meeting  of 
citizens  of  Middlesex  county,  N.  J.:  by  the  same  from  1,443  ci- 
tizens of  the  same  county;  by  Mr.  Henderson,  from  a meeting 
of  citizens  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.;  by  the  same  from  citizens  of 
Mifflin  county.  Pa.;  all  which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  13.  The  further  consideration  of  the  reports 
on  the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and  Moore, 
was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Wise  presented  a memorial  from  Yorktown  and  the  ad- 
jacent counties  of  Virginia,  relative  to  the  erection  of  a marble 
column  at  Yorktown  commemorative  of  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis, &c. 

Mr.  Wise  also  presented  a memorial  from  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  Va.  protesting  against  the  removal  of  the  deftosite.s 
of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  the  restoration  thereof,  which  memorial  was  read; 
when 

Mr.  Wise  moved  that  the  said  memorial  be  referred  to  a se- 
lect committee  of  seven  members,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  with 
instructions  to  report  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  custody  and  control  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States,  not  appropriated  by  law,  and  not  disbursed  un- 
der appropriations  by  law,  are,  by  the  constitution,  placed  under 
the  order  and  direction  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  order  and  direction  must  be  made  by  law  in  the  form  of 
bills  or  joint  orders,  votes  or  resolutions,  upon  which  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  has  simply  the  power  of  a negative, 
subject  to  a vote  of  two-thirds  of  each  house  of  congress. 

Resolved,  That  no  change  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  necessary  to  authorise  the  congress  of  tlie  United 
States  to  entrust  the  custody  of  the  public  money,  not  appro 
printed  by  law,  and  not  disbursed  under  appropriations  by  law, 
whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  to  other  agency  than  that  of 
the  executive  department,  and  that  the  custody  of  the  public 
money  must  not  he  necessarily,  under  the  constitution,  intrust- 
ed to  the  executive  department. 

Resolved,  That  congress  can  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ex- 
ecutive department  the  custody  of  the  public  property  or  mo- 
ney, without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  or  a subver- 
sion of  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution. 

And  that  said  committee  be  further. iiistriictod  to  report  surh 
measures  as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  provide  for 
the  future  safe-keeping,  control  and  disposition  of  the  public 
property  and  moneys,  and  to  assert,  maintain  and  protect  the 
constitutional  powers  of  congress  over  the  public  property  and 
public  purse. 

Mr.  Boon  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  take 
up  the  joint  resolution  heretofore  siihiniltcd  by  him,  fixing  a 
day  (the  31st  inst.)  for  the  adjournment  of  congres.s. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Boon  asked  and  obtained  leave 
of  the  house  to  suspend  the  rule,  by  a vote  of  1,52  to  12. 

After  some  explanations,  Mr.  Boon  moved  his  resolution  in  a 
modified  form,  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate,  and  the  speaker 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  close  the  present  session  of 
congress  by  an  adjournment  of  their  respective  houses  on  Mon- 
I day  the  16th  day  of  June  next. 
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Alter  various  amendments  being  suggested  and  considerable 
debate  had,  the  further  consideiution  of  the  subject  was  arrest- 
ed by  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  5/)eu/cer  laid  belore  the  house  the  following  communica- 
tion: 

^‘New  Haven,  9th  May,  1834. 

“Sir:  I have  this  day  resigned  my  seat  as  a member  of  the 
23d  congress.  Yours,  very  respeetfiillv, 

‘•SAMUEL  A.  FOOT. 

“The  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  II.  R.  ” 

The  hou.-e  took  up  the  commutation  pension  bill,  and  after  a 
warm  debate,  in  which  several  took  part,  it  was  finally  recom- 
niitted  to  a committee  of  the  whtde  liouse;  and  then  the  house 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  14.  After  disposing  of  a large  number  of 
private  claims, 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  In- 
dian department  for  1834. 

Various  amendments  heingoffered,  discussed  and  withdrawm, 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Ala.  moved  pro  forma,  an  item  of  $500,000  to 
enable  the  government  to  extinguish  Indian  claims  to  lands  in 
the  state  of  Alabama — negatived. 

After  some  further  progress  being  made  in  the  bill,  it  was  laid 
a.side  to  be  reported,  and  the  committee  took  up  the  Indian 
annuity  bill,  and  after  undergoing  various  amendments,  was,' 
together  with  the  other  bill  reported  to  the  house;  and  then  the 
house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  15.  After  some  minor  business  had  been  dis 
posed  of, 

Mr.  Boon,  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  take 
up  the  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him  proposing  an 
adjournment  of  congress  on  the  16th  June,  pro.timo. 

Objection  being  made,  the  house  by  a vole  of  136  to  23  agreed 
to  suspend  the  rule,  and  the  resolution  was  taken  up,  when 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  strike  out  “the  16th  June”  and  insert 
“the  2d  July.”  Mr.  H.  supported  his  amendment,  in  a speech  of 
considerable  length,  on  the  ground  that  the  public  and  private 
business  could  not  be  advantageously  disposed  of  before  the  lime 
conieinpiated  by  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Cumbreleng  thought  it  was  evident,  under  the  present 
stale  of  the  business  before  the  house,  that  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  fix  a d.ay  for  the  adjournment  of  congress,  and  he  there- 
fore moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion until  Thursday  the  -29th  instant,  which  motion,  after  a long 
and  animated  debate,  prevailed  by  a vole  of  116  to  95. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for 
1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  Cumber- 
land road  bill  from  the  senate,  and  no  amendment  being  pro- 
posed, it  was  reported  to  the  house. 

The  harbor  bill  was  taken  up,  amended,  and  laid  aside  for 
the  present;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  AMERICAN  TREATY. 

From  the  National  Gazette.  {Translated  from  a Paris  news- 
paper.) 

Mr.  George  Lafayette  rose  to  speak  on  a personal  subject. 
(Attention).  I have  been,  said  the  honorable  member,  so  clear- 
ly designated  by  the  member  who  spoke  last,  that  I think  my- 
self entitled  to  request  of  the  chamber  a moment’s  attention.  I 
do  not  rise  to  defend  the  commission,  of  which  I had  the  honor 
to  be  a member,  from  the  charge  of  being  under  any  influence 
whatever,  while  deliberating  on  the  important  subject  commit- 
ted to  it;  but  I wish  to  state  a matter  of  fact,  on  which  1 find 
there  is  some  misapprehension.  My  father  was  not  a member 
of  that  commission;  I,alone,  w'as  one  of  the  commissioners. 
Surely,  I did  not  pretend  to  exercise  there  any  personal  influ 
ence;  but  the  strength  of  iny  con viction  was  not  sufficient  to 
induce  the  majority  to  agree  in  opinion  with  me,  and  I remained 
in  the  minority,  though  strongly  convinced  that  there  w.as  more 
due  to  the  U.  States,  than  the  majority  were  willing  to  grant. 

Mr.  Jay,  reporter  of  the  committee,  then  rose,  and  in  support 
of  the  bill  of  appropriation,  he  read  a letter,  addressed  to  him 
by  general  Lafayette,  (detained  at  home  by  sickness),  in  order 
to  prove  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States.  The  letter  is  in 
these  words: 

“While  I regret  that  I cannot  take  part  in  the  debate  respect- 
ing the  American  treaty,  the  almost  unanimous  report  of  the 
committee,  and  the  more  profound  knowledge  acquired  during 
this  year  respecting  this  great  interest,  in  which  justice,  policy, 
commerce,  and  the  freedom  of  the  seas  are  involved,  render  it 
useless  for  me  to  repeat  the  observations  which  I made  at  the 
last  session,  but  there  are  facts,  which  I might  have  attested  as 
a witness,  and  which  I now  submit  to  my  honorable  colleague, 
the  reporter  of  the  committee. 

“1.  I know  that  the  dale  of  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan decrees,  is  anterior  to  the  seizures  and  destructions  for 
which  an  indemnity  is  claimed.  I was  myself  the  bearer  of  a 
message  on  the  subject. 

“•2.  Although  the  United  States  are  the  only  power  that  re- 
mained unconnected  with  the  coalitions  against  France,  an  of- 
fer was  made  to  them  by  the  allies,  then  all  powerful,  to  join 
their  claims  to  those  which  they  preferred,  and  the  payment  of 
which  they  obtained.  That  offer  was  vvorthily  declined  by  Mr. 
Crawford,  the  American  minister  at  Paris.  He  declared  that 
the  United  Stales,  far  from  making  common  cause  with  the 
enemies  of  France,  would  wait  until  their  accounts  could  be 
settled  as  between  friends. 


“3.  I saw  Mr.  Barlow  set  oft'forWilna  in  the  full  conviction, 
from  the  correspondence  of  the  imperial  cabinet,  that  the  Ame- 
rican claims  shonld  olitaiu  a favorable  decision;  and  at  the  mo- 
mcni  of  our  revolution  ol  July,  Mr.  Rives  thought  himself  sure 
of  terminating  his  negoiiuiion,  even  wiih  the  ministry  of  the 
restoration;  which,  nevertheless,  lell  no  obligation  to  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  for  having  remained  the  friends  of  France,  while 
France  was  in  tViemlshi;)  with  her  enemies. 

“4.  Among  the  classes  of  claims  admitted  in  the  report,  I do 
not  perceive  the  .^nticerp  sei2U?es,  although  my  memory  was 
perfectly  clear  on  the  subject.  I had  recourse  to  the  recollec- 
lioiis  of  the  duke  of  Hassano,  whose  contemporaneous  authoii- 
ly,  in  his  situation  at  that  time,  is  superior  to  any  distant  and 
posthumous  assertion.  1 am  then  able  to  say,  that  no  coiilis- 
caiion  was  decreed,  and  that  the  sale  of  the  property  had  no 
other  object  than  to  pievent  its  deterioration;  that  there  was  a 
disposition  to  admit  the  justice  of  a cl.vim,  supported  by  the  act 
of  the  government  itself,  which,  in  short,  considered  the  mer- 
chandise deposited  in  the  caisse  d'amortissement,  as  ^imerican 
property,  which  makes  an  additional  sum  of  more  than  two 
millions,  without  reckoning  the  Maria  and  her  cargo,  involved 
in  the  same  measure. 

“It  is  frHin  these  positive  data,  and  others  of  the  same  kind, 
founded  on  the  fact  of  moneys,  which,  in  my  opinion,  unjustly, 
but,  nevertheless,  have  entered  into  the  public  treasury,  that 
even  after  allowing  for  the  French  claims,  I had  in  my  con- 
science, as  an  honest  arbitrator,  estimated  the  American  claims 
at  the  sum  of  thirty  millions,  and  this  amount  is  not  so  unjusti- 
fiable as  some  have  thought  proper  to  say,  while  I yield  all  the 
honor  due  to  the  administration  which  has  reduced  the  treaty 
to  narrower  limits.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  general  Lafayette  to  his  correspon- 
dent in  Philadelphia,  dated  2d  April,  1834. 

“It  is  with  the  deepest  affliction  and  with  the  liveliest  dis- 
pleasure that  1 write  to  you,  and  to  you  alone,  on  the  subject 
of  what  happened  yesterday;  the  American  treaty  was  rejected 
by  a majority  of  a few  votes.  M.  de  Broglie  very  honorably 
sent  in  his  resignation  this  morning;  general  Sebastiani,  the 
author  of  the  treaty,  has  done  the  same.  You  will  be,  as  I have 
been,  surprised  to  see  that  several  members  of  the  cote  gauche 
have  sided  against  the  treaty.  I am  still  sick,  but  with  a fair 
hope  of  recovery,  provided  1 do  not  commit  any  imprudence; 
that  danger,  however,  would  not  have  prevented  me,  as  you 
may  well  suppose,  from  appearing  in  the  house;  hut  my  friends 
used  so  many  arguments  to  dissuade  me  from  going,  that  I,  at 
last,  was  obliged  to  yield.  It  is  best,  perhaps,  that  I should  re- 
press the  expression  of  my  feelings  upon  this  subject;  I shall 
therefore  speak  of  iny  sentiments  for  you,”  &c. 

— .+e  ® a<«»-  ■■  ^ 

RHODE  ISLAND.  ^ 

A special  session  of  the  Rhode  Island  legislature,  just  elected, 
having  been  convened  by  gov.  Francis,  in  order  to  siipjily  the 
state  senators  who  failed  of  their  election,  the  following  joint 
resolutions  have  passed  that  body: 

STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND,  &C. 

In  general  assembly,  May  session,  Ji.  D.  1834. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  the 
removal  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  which  by  law  and  contract  it  was  required  to  be  de- 
posited, was  a measure  unwarranted,  ill  advised  and  injurious 
to  the  public  interest. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  general  assembly,  the 
public  interest  requires,  “that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  in  future  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,”  and  that  the  said  bank  be  allowed  to 
perform  its  duties  to  the  United  Slates  enjoined  by  its  charter, 
viz;  “To  give  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  Slates  or  the 
territories  thereof,  and  to  distribute  the  same  in  payment  of  the 
public  creditors,  without  charging  commissions,  or  claiming  al- 
lowance on  account  of  difference  of  exchange,  and  to  do  and 
perforin  the  several  and  respective  duties  of  commissioners  of 
loans  for  the  several  states.” 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  ibis  gcmeral  assembly,  a na- 
tional hank  is  necessary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  government; 
necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  a sound,  uniform  and  perma- 
nent national  currency;  to  the  maintenance  of  the  general  cre- 
dit and  confidence;  and  to  the  accommodation  of  the  internal 
and  foreign  trade  and  business  of  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  to  guard  against  fluctuations  in  the  national 
currency,  to  prevent  tlie  embarrassments  and  derangements  in 
business,  which  must  always  be  experienced  and  practised  be- 
tween the  closing  of  the  concerns  of  one  great  national  bank 
and  opening  of  another;  and  to  avoid  the  speculations  always 
practised  upon  such  occasions,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  general 
assembly,  that  the  greatest  possible  stability  ought  to  be  given 
to  a hank,  established  as  a national  institution,  for  national 
uses  and  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  be  requested  to 
forward  copies  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  senators  and 
representatives  in  congress. 

On  motion,  the  question  on  the  resolutions  was  taken  by 
sections,  and  passed  by  the  following  votes:  1st  resolution,  18 
majority;  2il  do.  18  maj.;  3d  do.  46  maj.;  4lh  do.  28  maj.;  and 
the  5th  resolution,  unanimously— and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence.  The  house  then  adjourned. 
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BALTIMORE  JACKSON  MEETING. 

Pursuant  to  a call  iVom  the  Jackson  republican  convention  of 
Ihe  city  of  Baltimore,  a meeting  of  the  friends  of  the  national 
administration  assembled  in  Monument  Square,  on  the  evening 
«f  Wednesday,  the  7th  instant.  On  motion  of  col.  U.  S.  Heath, 
the  meeting  was  organized,  and  William  Frick,  esq.  was  called 
to  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  Henry  R.  Landerinan,  Walter  Price, 
Nicholas  Myers,  John  E.  Stansbury,  Joshua  Turner,  Michael 
Klinefelter,  Abraham  Sliver,  John  McAllister,  Edward  Priestly, 
Jonathan  Fitch,  Joel  Vickers,  Thomas  Parkin  Scott,  James 
Webb,  William  J.  Wight,  George  Gardiner,  Jesse  P.  Wight, 
James  George,  John  C.  Ran,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Stephen  Wa- 
ters, John  Buddy,  William  Ball,  sen.  Charles  Peregoy,  were 
chosen  vice  presidents;  and,  Charles  Howard,  Richard  Lilly, 
Alexander  Waters,  Joshua  Vansant,  Samuel  Lucas,  William 
Lineberger,  were  appointed  secretaries. 

The  president  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting,  when  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  were  olfered  by  col.  B.  C. 
Howard,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Samuel  Brady — viz: 

Whereas,  measures  have  been  recently  adopted  by  the  op- 
ponents of  the  national  administration,  in  this  city,  eminently 
calculated  to  agitate  the  public  mind,  and  to  call  for  a reiterat- 
ed expression  of  the  firmness  of  its  friends — therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  the  Jackson  republicans,  of  Baltimore,  retain 
the  warmest  feelings  of  gratitude,  affection,  and  respect  to- 
wards the  venerable  president  of  these  United  Slates,  and  re- 
pose entire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  his  admi- 
nistration; and  that  they  regard  with  disapprobation,  exceeded 
only  by  their  regret,  the  violence  which  characterises  the  ge- 
neral course  of  the  opposition. 

Resolved,  That  they  decidedly  condemn  and  earnestly  deplore 
the  appeal  to  force  from  the  decision  of  the  ballot  box,  which  has 
so  repeatedly  been  urged  by  leading  members  of  the  opposition 
in  congress,  and  their  partisans  of  the  press,  and  among  the 
pepple— because,  whilst  so  rash  and  mistaken  a course  would 
fail 'to  change  the  measures  of  the  administration,  or  shake  the 
resolution  of  its  friends,  it  would  in  lawless  disregard  of  the 
anjunctions  of  the  constitution,  introduce  confusion  into  a now 
peaceful  community,  and  bring  lasting  discredit  upon  our  re- 
publican institutions. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  essential  principle  of  our  govern- 
ment, that  the  popular  will  should  be  deliberately  consulted 
and  truly  expressed  upon  all  questions  of  national  policy;  that 
fhe  president  has,  throughout  his  administration,  faithfully  con- 
formed to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  clearly  manifested,  and  that 
in  the  “late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  re- 
venue,” he  has  “not  assumed  to  himself  authority  and  power, 
«ot  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,”  or  “in  derogation” 
■of  either. 

Resolved,  That  the  Jackson  republicans  of  Baltimore  disap- 
prove and  deeply  regret  the  conduct  of  a majority  of  the  senate 
of  these  Ufliled  States,  in  assuming  in  its  capacity  as  a legisla- 
tive body,  judicial  authority;  and  in  recording,  in  violation  of  de- 
•oorum,  justice  and  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  in  con- 
temptuous disregard  of  the  known  will  of  the  constituents  of  se- 
veral who  concurred  in  the  act,  a sentence  of  condemnation 
against  the  president  for  measures,  which,  had  they  been  of  the 
character  imputed,  would  justly  have  subjected  him  to  an  im- 
peachment, for  the  unprejudiced  trial  of  which  the  senate,  under 
the  constitution,  is  the  designated  tribunal. 

Resolved,  That  in  this  perversion  of  the  high  functions  of  the 
eenate,  is  displayed  the  consummation  of  a system  of  persecu- 
tion which  has  been  continued  against  Andrew  Jackson  from 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  when  he  was  found  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  vast  and  well  earned  popularity,  when  it  was  foreseen 
what  an  obstacle  he  would  prove  to  the  career  of  ambitious 
■rivals.  Hence,  that  unsuccessful  struggle  to  tear  from  his  brow 
the  laurels  of  the  Seminole  campaign.  Hence  the  hardy  at- 
tempt to  cross  the  popalar  design  to  raise  him  to  the  presidency. 
Hence  the  declaration  of  uncempromising  opposition  whom  the 
president  had  scarcely  taken  the  oath  of  office  and  the  course  of 
his  administration  was  yet  unknown.  Hence  the  unprecedent- 
ed spectacle  which  so  long  offended  the  delicacy  of  the  American 
people,  of  an  individual  notoriously  a candidate  for  the  highest 
office  in  their  gift,  traversing  the  country  to  utter  inflammatory 
harrangues  and  fill  the  public  ear  with  abuse  of  his  rival. 

Resolved,  That  the  unjust  course  pursued  by  the  senate  is  the 
more  reprehensible,  as  having  been  effected  under  cover  of  eva- 
sive generalities,  by  an  unnatural  coalition  of  nullifiers  and  de- 
termined opponents  of  state  rights,  for  the  purpose  of  embar- 
rassing the  administration  of  Andre .v  Jackson,  whose  modera- 
tion and  firmness,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  popular  will,  have 
controlled  the  errors  of  both. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  present 
crisis  is  pregnant  with  the  fate  of  our  national  institutions. 
That  a contest  is  raging  between  the  popular  and  the  ari.hocra 
tic  principle,  upon  the  issue  of  which  it  will  depend  whether 
the  American  people  shall  continue  free. 

Resolved,  That  under  the  auspices  of  a political  party,  mar- 
shalled by  leaders  of  distinguished  abilities,  a moneyed  corpo- 
ration created  for  national  purposes  by  the  national  lej/islatiue, 
but  which  has  proved  superior  to  and  regardless  of  legislative 
restraint;  a corporation  which  avowedly  controls  the  whole  in 
duslry  of  the  country,  which  by  its  insidious  and  oppressive  po- 
licy has  carried  distress  and  ruin  into  the  dwellings  of  thou- 
sands, now  collects  its  energies  for  the  vital  struggle  which 
shall  decide  the  question  of  supremacy  betwe.en  itself  and  the 
people.  Ambitious  aspirants  for  political  |jation,  and  many 


well  meaning  but  mistaken  citizens  have  enlisted  in  its  cause. 
Private  patronage  is  lavished  or  withdrawn  to  seduce  or  inti- 
midate oppo.-iition.  and  an  unlimited  control  over  the  treasury 
of  the  bank  (including  what  belongs  to  the  nation)  is  placed  at 
Ihe  disposal  of  a single  officer,  to  he  applied  as  he  sees  fit  for 
the  promotion  of  its  designs.  Ag.’iinst  this  vast  ariay  of  influ- 
ence and  power,  but  confident  in  the  virtue  and  pan iolism  of 
his  countrymen,  Amlrew  Jackson  stands  the  undismayed  cham- 
pion of  the  people.  On  IhHr  intelligence  he  relies  to  sustain 
their  dearest  rights.  To  their  justice  he  appeals  for  the  vindi- 
cation of  his  private  honor,  and  on  either  issue  they  will  firmly 
sustain  him. 

The  meeting  was  addressed  in  support  of  the  resolutions  by 
col.  B.  C.  Howard,  Mr.  Samuel  Brady,  Mr.  Win.  Geo.  Read, 
Mr.  John  Neilsoti  and  col.  U.  S.  Heath,  and  the  question  being 
put,  they  were  adopted  unanimously. 

WILLIAM  FRICK,  chairman. 
Henry  R.  Lauderman,  Waller  Price,  Nicholas  Myers,  Jno. 

E.  Stansbury,  Joshua  Turner,  Michael  Klinefelter,  Abraham 
Sliver,  John  McAllister,  Edward  Priestley,  Jonathan  Filch, 
Joel  Vickers,  Thos.  Parkin  Scott,  James  Webb,  William  J. 
Wight,  George  Gardiner,  Jesse  P.  Wight,  James  George,  John 
C.  Rail,  Jacob  Zimmerman,  Stephen  Waters,  John  Buddy, 
William  Ball,  sen’r.  Charles  Peregoy — vice  presidents. 

Charles  Howard,  Richard  Lilly,  Alexander  Waters,  Joshua 
Vansant,  Samuel  Lucas.  William  Lineberger — secretaries. 

— -.v®  ® 

THE  POLISH  EXILES. 

IN  SENATE — TUESDAY,  APRIL  29,  1834. 

Mr.  Poindexter  made  the  following  report,  (accompanied  by  a 
bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  recommended.) 

The  committee  on  public  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Lewis  Banczakiewicz  and  others,  acting  as  a commit- 
tee for  and  in  behalf  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Poles, 
transported  to  the  United  States  by  the  orders  of  the  emperor 
of  Austria,  have  had  the  said  petition  under  consideration,  and 
submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  do  not  admit  the  justice  or  policy  of  granting 
any  portion  of  the  public  domain  to  emigrants  from  foreign 
countries  who  voluntarily  seek  an  asylum  on  our  shores  from 
arbitrary  governments  of  Europe. 

Neither  the  usages  of  civilized  nations,  or  the  principles  of 
our  free  institutions  require  of  this  government  more  than  is 
due  to  the  rites  of  hospitality  and  the  protection  of  the  laws,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world  who  come  among  us  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  partake  of  the  general  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  this  highly  favored  country.  These  have  been 
uniformly  extended,  and  in  no  instance  denied,  to  foreigners  of 
every  nation,  besides  the  privilege  of  becoming  naturalized  citi- 
zens according  to  the  liberal  system  established  by  law  for  that 
purpose. 

To  justify  a departure  from  this  general  rule,  in  any  particu- 
lar case,  facts  and  circumstances,  appealing  forcibly  to  the  be- 
nevolence of  the  nation,  ought  to  be  clearly  demonstrated  as  the 
basis  on  which  the  exception  is  founded.  The  committee  have 
attentively  considered  the  peculiar  condition  of  these  unfortu- 
nate exiles  from  their  native  land,  in  connection  with  the  strong 
claims  which  they  seem  to  present  for  relief,  and  have  unani- 
mously agreed  to  recommend  their  case  to  the  favor  of  the  se- 
nate. The  history  of  the  recent  revolution  in  Poland  is  so  well 
known  and  tinderstood,  that  any  attempt  to  recapitulate  the 
events  of  that  glorious  and  arduous  struggle  in  the  great  cause  of 
human  liberty  may  be  deemed  superfluous  and  unnecessary. 
These  petitioners  constitute  a small  remnant  of  that  gallant  ar- 
my who  engaged  in  the  desperate  and  unequal  conflict  yvith  the 
overwhelming  power  of  the  Russian  empire,  and  who  firmly  re- 
solved tliat  Poland  should  be  free  or  be  blotted  forever  from  the 
map  of  nations.  They  bravely  fought  for  the  independence  of 
their  country,  to  which  they  were  bound  by  every  feeling  of  pa- 
triotism and  affection;  they  won  many  battles  by  prodigies  of  va- 
lor never  surpassed  in  any  age  orcountry;  they  stood  undismay- 
ed by  the  powerful  enemy  against  whom  they  had  to  contend, 
and  confidently  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  sustain  them  in  a cause  so  just;  but  their  ap- 
peals were  made  in  vain,  and  their  hopes  were  destined  to  end 
in  cruel  disappointment. 

This  short  and  bloody  war  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  a 
persecuted,  brave,  and  generous  people,  contending  for  their 
long  lost  liberty,  and  the  restoration  of  their  ancient  rights,  as 
one  of  the  great  family  of  independent  nations.  Overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  driven  by  repeated  de.feals  to  the  verge  of  des- 
pair, the  noble  chivalry  of  Poland  retired  from  the  contest,  and 
bade  farewell  lo  freedom,  country,  and  every  thing  dear  to  tho 
Ijeart  of  civilized  man.  These  petitioners,  it  app<!ars,  sought  re- 
fuge and  protection  in  the  provinces  of  Austria  and  Prussia,  ask- 
ing only  a passage  into  France,  which,  they  allege,  was  promis- 
ed them  by  the  Austrian  government.  They  assembled  at  the  ci- 
ty of  Brnnn,  in  Moravia,  to  receive  their  passports  according  to 
previous  assurances  given  them,  when  tliey  were  suddenly  ar- 
rested, thrown  into  close  confinement,  and,  after  an  irnprisoii- 
ment  of  three  months,  the  alternative  was  presented  to  them  of 
returning  to  Russia,  or  of  embarking  on  Itoard  an  Au«tri.an  ves- 
sel for  transportation  to  the  United  States  of  Americn.  They  ac- 
cepted the  latter  proposal,  and  were  icmoved  to  Trieste;  again 
imprisoned  three  months,  and  finally  embarked  on  board  two 
Austrian  frigates  prepared  for  the  purpose;  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  a voyage  of  four  months  and  ten  days,  were  landed  in  the  ci- 
ty of  New  York,  at  which  place  their  petition  is  dated.  These 


NILES^  REGISTER— MAY  17,  1834— GENERAL  POST  OFFICE, 


197 


fitcts  are  set  forth  by  the  petitioners,  and  the  committee  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy.  The  question  then  arises 
whether  this  government  ought  to  extend  its  beneficence  to 
these  petitioners,  and  grant  to  each  of  tliem  a few  acres  of  land 
for  actual  cultivation,  on  which  they  may  find  a new  home, 
where,  by  honest  industry , they  may  earn  aconifortalde  subsist 
ence  for  themselves  and  their  families,  free  from  the  persecu- 
tions of  their  inexliorable  oppressors? 

Tlie  coinuiitlee  lielieve  that  both  principle  and  precedent 
cotnbine  to  reeomniend  the  adoption  ol  such  a measure,  under 
suitable  modifications  and  resirictions.  The,  emigrants  Irom 
France,  in  tin-  year  1817,  who  were  expelled  from  their  country 
soon  after  the  downi'all  of  the  emperor  Napoleon,  received  a 
grant  of  four  contiguous  townships  of  land  in  Alabama  on  the 
most  favorable  terms,  amounting  nearly  to  a donation.  Many 
similar  grants  are  to  be  found  on  onr  sialute  hook,  made  to  iiidi- 
vidiinls  and  associations  for  useful  or  benevolent  purposes. 
Again,  in  Ihe-ycar  1812,  congress  actuated  by  like  feelitigs  and 
considerations,  appropriated  the  sum  of  $.'>0,000  to  the  stiflc-r- 
ers  by  an  earlhnuake  at  Venezuela.  But,  without  regard  to  these 
cases,  in  which  the  general  principles  of  legislation  were  de- 
parted from,  the  committee  perceive  in  the  circumstances,  un- 
der which  these  emigrants  ask  of  congress  a grant  of  land, 
enough  to  warrant  the’conclusion  at  which  they  have  arrived  in 
favor  of  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Poland,  so  often  the  thea- 
tre of  sanguinary  wars,  originating  in  violations  of  solemn  com 
p.acts  on  the  part  of  those  powers  by  whose  combined  arms  that 
ill-fated  country  was  conquered  and  partitioned,  made  a last 
desperate  and  expiring  effort  to  regain  her  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence. The  surrounding  nations  looked  with  cold  indifference 
on  the  struggle,  evidently  prepared,  if  necessary,  to  render  their 
aid  to  the  emperor  of  Russia  in  the  subjugation  of  the  Polish  ar- 
my. The  result,  though  for  some  time  suspended  by  the  valor 
of  that  small  and  inadequate  force,  w-as  at  no  period  of  the  con- 
flict dotibtful.  The  army  was  dispersed,  the  country  desolated, 
the  fugitives  who  escaped  the  general  slaughter  were  denied  the 
hospitality  of  neutral  states,  and  could  find  no  resting  place  on 
the  territories  of  the  crotvned  heads,  w'hose  despotic  rule  they 
had  resisted  in  asserting  the  natural  and  inherent  right,  as  free- 
men, to  govern  themselves.  Expelled  from  their  own  country, 
imprisoned  in  Austria  and  Prussia,  refused  permission  to  enter 
France,  they  were  left  to  choose  between  despotism , and  per- 
haps the  gibbet,  by  returning  to  Russia,  and  involuntary  trans- 
portation to  these  states,  where  they  now  enjoy,  for  the  first 
time,  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  the  rights  and  immunities 
which  belong  to  the  human  race,  wheresoever  they  may  be  cast 
by  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Providence. 

Humbled  by  misfortunes;  deprived  of  a country  and  a home; 
destitute  of  the  ordinary  means  of  subsistence;  in  a strange  land, 
whose  language  they  do  not  speak  or  understand,  and  with 
whose  customs  they  are  wholly  unacquainted;  these  petitioners 
throw  themselves  on  the  liberality  and  clemency  of  a magnani- 
mous people,  and  a free  government,  for  a habitation  where 
they  may  repose  in  peace  and  safety,  and  where,  by  the  labor  of 
their  own  hands,  they  may  be  enabled  to  rescue  themselves 
from  their  pre.sent  wretched  condition  of  want  and  dependence. 
The  committee  think  that,  in  granting  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, this  government  will  manifest  a proper  regard  for  the 
gufferings  of  the  unfortunate  of  all  countries  who  may  be  cast 
on  our  shores;  a comity  due  from  one  portion  of  the  human 
family  to  another,  which  ought  to  be  acknowledged  and  felt  by 
all;  and  thereby  exliibit  to  the  civilized  world  a glowing  con- 
trast between  the  arbitrary  rulers  who  oppress  and  persecute 
these  exiled  patriots  and  fallen  defenders  of  liberty,  and  the 
chivalry  of  a free  people  who  receive  them  with  a friendly  w'el- 
come  and  provide  for  their  immediate  necessities.  The  noble 
example  may  not  be  lost  in  its  effects  on  the  great  cause  of  free 
principles.  The  history  of  our  own  glorious  struggle  for  liberty 
and  independence,  and  of  the  distinguished  foreigners  who  min- 
gled in  the  conflict,  is  well  calculated  to  urge  the  claim  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  relief  which  they  ask  at  our  hands.  Shall  the 
countrymen  of  Pulaski,  of  De  Kalb,  and  of  Kosciusko,  suppli- 
cate in  vain  the  descendants  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolution  for 
succor  and  support,  when  the  tyrants  of  Europe  refuse  them  a 
resting  place,  because  they  are  the  soldiers  of  liberty?  The  com- 
mittee think  not,  and,  in  this  opinion,  they  confidently  rely  on 
the  cordial  co  operation  of  the  senate,  and  of  the  great  body  of 
the  American  people.  The  committee,  therefore,  without  en- 
tering into  the  question  of  pecuniary  assistance  which  they  re 
Bpeetfiilly  leave  to  the  sound  discretion  ofthe  senate,  unanimous- 
ly concur  in  recommending  that  a donation  of  one  entire  town- 
ship of  land,  to  be  located  under  the  direction  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  orterritory  of  Michi- 
gan, be  granted  to  the  two  hundred  and  thirty- five  Pole.=,  and  di- 
vided among  them  in  equal  proportions,  for  actual  habitation 
and  cultivation;  for  which  purpose  they  report  a bill. 
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SPEECH  OF  MR.  LINCOLN,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Jlpril  2.5. 

In  committee  of  the  whole,  in  support  of  his  motion  to  strike 

from  the  appropriation  bill  the  provision  for  extra  clerk  hire 

in  the  post  office  department. 

Mr.  Chairman— Fully  aware,  as  I am,  of  the  impatience  of 
gentlemen  to  get  this  bill  through  the  committee,  it  is  with  un- 
affected  embarra.«sment  and  distrust  that  I oppose  any  obstacle 
to  their  progress  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  object.  I pray 
»b€  committee  to  believe  that  a sense  of  public  duty,  more  im- 


perative than  any  regard  to  personal  considerations,  constrains 
me  to  the  humble  part  which  I may  take  in  this  discussion.  I 
shall  make  no  protestations  of  a disinclination  to  embarrass  the 
debate,  or  create  unnecessary  delay  in  its  issue;  nor  will  I 
stop  to  disclaim  intentions  to  impede  the  operations  of  the  go- 
veruuieut,  or  vex  it.s  ailmiiiisiiaiion.  Such  purposes  would  be 
unwtiiiliy  the  position  ol  a icpresentati v(;  on  this  floor,  and  no 
our  can  h.ive  a right  to  mi|iutt;  thtm.  Neither  will  I enter  into 
any  stipulations  for  brevity  in  my  remarks,  or  repeat  promises^ 
too  often  made,  to  save  liine,  and  too  little  regarded  in  the  very 
apologies  for  its  couMiniptioii.  For  whatever  attention  I may 
receive,  1 .shall  be  giateiul,  and  shall  best  requite  it  by  avoiding 
an  unreasonable  claim  to  indulgence. 

Ceitain  extraneous  circuin>tances  have  been  forced  into  the 
debate  upon  this  bill,  to  which  it  is  proper  I should  give  a pass- 
ing notice.  VV'hen  I had  last  the  honor  of  addressing  the  com- 
mittee, upon  a preceding  clause  in  the  bill,  it  was  iny  misfor- 
tune, Mirely  not  an  intentional  fault,  to  have  excited  a tone  of 
reply  equally  unexpected  and  uiiiiierited.  Sir,  I was  greatly 
misapprehended;  and,  so  far  as  the  animadversions  of  gentle- 
men may  reach,  I shall  be  somewhat  injuriously  misrepresent- 
ed. It  may,  therefore,  be  pardoned  to  me,  if  I first  attempt  to* 
place  these  matters  in  a proper  point  of  light.  I would  fain 
stand  well  abroad,  but  I would,  at  present,  more  earnestly 
desire  not  to  be  misunderstood  in  this  house.  An  honorable 
gentleman,  on  that  occasion,  whose  attention  I had  neither 
provoked  nor  coveted,  did  me  the  injustice  to  charge  upon  me 
two  or  three  panic  speeches,  as  he  was  pleased  to  term  them,  on 
the  subject  ofthe  bank  and  the  deposites.  The  charge  was  alike 
uncalled  for  and  unfounded.  It  did  not  occur  to  me  as  worth 
while,  at  that  time,  to  repel  the  ofl’eiisive  in.sinuation  which- 
was  conveyed  in  the  remark;  but  now,  in  my  place,  I take 
leave  to  say,  that,  in  a period  of  eight  weeks  in  which  I have 
had  the  honor  of  a seat  here,  1 have  presented  but  a single  me- 
morial, and  that  from  my  immediate  constitiient.s,  accompanied 
will)  such  explanations  as,  within  the  rule,  were  permitted 
without  interruption  by  the  honorable  speaker.  I have,  in  a 
single  instance  only,  addressed  myself  to  the  attention  ofthe 
committee,  occupying  by  their  indulgence,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  of  the  lime  of  the  house,  and  once  I have  risen 
in  my  place  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  in  permitting  me 
to  offer  a resolution  for  information  from  one  of  the  depart- 
ments, which  indulgence  I was  not  so  happy  as  to  obtain.  Will 
the  gentleman  now  say  that  this  was  obtrusive?  Sir,  my  of^ 
fending  hath  this  extent — no  more. 

Another  honorable  gentleman,  on  tim  same  occasion,  saw  fit 
to  rebuke  what  he  was  pleased  to  regard  as  an  attack  on  the 
personal  character  ofthe  postmaster  general.  This  intention^ 
on  my  part,  was  promptly  disclaimed.  With  the  personal 
character  of  that  high  officer,  I neither,  at  that  lime,  nor  shall 
I now,  intermeddle;  but  as  I may  have  occasion  now  then ^ 

to  advert  to  the  department  over  which  he  presides,  and  shall 
doubtless  again  speak  with  some  degree  of  freedom  of  Its  ma- 
nagement and  condition,  I should  hope  notagain  to  be  misunder- 
stood. Whatever,  therefore,  of  reference  shall  be  made  to  him  , 
will  have  respect  to  his  official  conduct.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
design  to  render  the  postmaster  general  personally  obnoxious  to 
this  house,  or  to  this  nation.  In  the  unpropiiious  circumstances 
of  the  times,  I see  nothing  of  encouragement  to  such  an  effort, 
should  it  even  be  successful.  I have  no  hope  of  improvement 
from  any  change  which  is  likely  to  be  made.  In  the  character 
or  qualifications  of  those  most  frequently  named  as  competitors 
for  the  office,  there  is  to  my  mind,  little  of  preference  over  the 
present  incumbent.  On  this  subject  I take  counsel  from  the 
homely  ad.nge,  that  “in  looking  further  we  may  fare  worse.” 

Another  honorable  gentleman  thought  it  becoming  the  op- 
portunity, to  object  to  my  sentiments,  that  they  were  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  course  of  opposition  to  measures  of  sup- 
ply, which,  in  a former  period  of  the  history  of  the  country, 
characterized  my  predecessors  on  this  floor,  and  my  constitu- 
ents at  home;  and  to  indulge  in  taunts  and  sarcasms  on  the 
habits  and  manners  of  the  people  of  the  state.  I did  not  reply 
to  these  remarks  then,  nor  shall  I now,  further  than  to  say, 
that  neither  my  predecessors  nor  my  constituents  would  feel 
obliged  to  me,  by  any  .adrnission'ofan  occasion  for  their  defence 
against  an  attack  so  unmanly  and  illiberal.  But  in  reference  to 
the  allusion  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  to  one  of  the 
sources  of  employment  and  subsistence  of  the  people  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, I beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  will  he  received  by  them 
as  cause,  least  of  all,  of  offence.  Let  me  assure  that  honorable 
gentleman,  that  if  he  shall  ever  do  the  “ancient  bay  slate”  the 
honor  of  a visit,  the  proudest  of  her  sons  will  rejoice  in  the 
opportunity  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and,  conducting  him  to 
the  hall  of  her  house  of  representatives,  exhibit  to  him  there, 
conspicuously  displayed,  even  over  the  chair  of  the  speaker, 
the  emblem  of  the  industry,  and  frugality,  and  enterprise  of  her 
citizens,  in  the  the  ill  selected  object  of  his  wit — the  image  of 
a fish.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are  not 
ashamed  of  their  occupations,  nr  their  manner  of  living.  They 
are  as  adventurous,  at  least,  as  they  are  economical.  Their 
fisheries  are  no  less  a source  of  national  wealth,  than  of  indi- 
vidual benefit.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman  needs  be  told, 
that  her  hardy  sons  have  vexed  every  sea  by  their  daring  en- 
terprise, pursuing  fine  and  lance  the  tenants  of  the  deep,  from 
the  Atlantic  shores  to  the  Arctic  regions.  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  fisheries  of  Massachusetts  were  the  early  nurseries  of 
our  seamen,  those  gallant  men  who  have  carried  yonr  flag  in 
triumph  among  lUe  nations,  and  made  the  very  name  of  America 
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glorious?  Let  the  gentleman,  in  future  then,  spare  liimself 
such  gratuitous  allusions.  Reflections  upon  sectional  occupa 
tions  are  always  iii  bad  taste;  and,  if  for  no  oilier  teason,  had 
better  never  be  indulged. 

Tnis  iiiucli  I have  thought  required  of  me,  on  this  first  op 
portunity  of  obtaining  the  floor  since  I was  so  severely  attack- 
ed, in  re()ly  to  the  personal  remarks,  which,  in  no  sparing  mea- 
sure, were  directed  towards  me. 

I now  move,  sir,  to  amend  the  bill  under  consideration,  by 
striking  out  the  clause  which  was  last  read. 

Tliat  clause  relates  to  the  post  otfice  department,  and  is  in 
the  following  words: 

“For  additional  clerk  hire  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-tliree,  thirty-one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-one  dollars  and  forty-four  cents.’' 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
has  said,  that  those  who  are  ojiposed  to  the  grant  of  an  appro- 
priation have  the  burden  of  proof  upon  themselves.  Surely, 
the  condition  of  the  minority  of  this  house  is  suflicieutly  oner- 
ous, without  this  extraordinary  imiiosition.  The  burden  of 
proof  upon  the  objectors!  It  would  seem  a little  more  reasonable 
that  those  who  ask  for,  and  those  who  would  vote  the  supplies, 
should  show  their  occasion.  But,  if  this  be  not  so;  if,  indeed, 
it  were  otherwise,  it  might  surely  be  expected  that  time  and  op- 
portunity should  be  allowed  to  maintain  the  issue,  on  the  part 
of  those  upon  whom  the  onus  is  so  .singularly  and  unexiiecledly 
cast.  Yet,  what  do  we  witness?  Fiom  the  very  niomeiit  tli.it 
the  bill  was  introduced  into  this  committee  of  the  whole,  a ma- 
nifestation of  impatittuce,  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  to  get  it 
through  without  debate.  And  how  are  the  minority  treated? 
Hardly,  sir;  I will  not  say  oppressively  and  unjustly;  but  hardly, 
indeed.  Every  motion  to  amend  has  been  considered  as  cap- 
tious. Delay  is  deprecated.  The  word  is,  onvmrd.  Upon  a 
motion  to  rise,  an  ominous  voice  comes  up  from  the  very  depths 
of  this  hall;  audible  throughout  the  comuiiltee,  crying,  “I  hope 
not,  sir;”  and  an  almost  magical  response  is  given  to  the  aspi- 
ration, in  the  accordant  vote  of  the  majority.  An  obstinate 
and  unyielding  determination  is  manifested  to  force  the  bill 
into  the  house.  1 ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  what  purpose  does 
the  house  resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole?  Is  it 
not,  that  there  may  be  the  most  free  and  full  discus.sion  of  the 
merits  of  every  provision  in  the  bill;  that  here,  and  vvithout  re- 
straint by  the  more  formal  and  rigid  course  of  procedure  applica- 
ble to  the  house,  we  may  prepare  and  mature,  and,  as  far  as  may 
be,  perfect  this  measure  of  legislation  for  the  subsequent  sanction 
of  the  house.  And  how  has  this  been  proposed  to  be  done?  It 
was  the  astounding  declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  but  yesterday,  that,  when  he  came 
into  the  house  the  preceding  day,  it  was  his  fixed  deterinination 
not  to  leave  the  hall  until  he  had  carried  the  bill  through,  (taking 
it  up  almost  from  its  very  beginning),  and  had  it  reported  to  the 
house.  And  the  subsequent  experience  which  we  suffered,  in 
an  uninterrupted  session  of  nine  hours,  was,  doubtless,  in  exe- 
cution of  this  high-handed  predetermination.  Sir,  it  should  be 
known  to  the  country,  and,  as  far  as  my  voice  can  reach,  it 
shall  be  made  known,  that  on  a measure  of  the  first  and  highest 
importance  to  the  interests  of  this  nation,  the  passage  of  an  ap- 
propriation bill,  authorising  the  disbursement  of  millions  of  the 
public  money,  and  embracing  provi.'ions  which  involve  princi- 
ples of  high  constitutional  monient,  as  well  as  of  expediency 
and  the  soundest  discretion,  it  was  contemplated  to  preclude 
discusssion,  by  a direct  process  of  coercion  over  the  physical 
powers  of  the  minority.  There  are,  indeed,  as  we  have  seen, 
more  modes  than  one  of  applying  violence  in  the  business  of 
legislation:  the  previous  question — laying  on  the  table — and 
exliaustion  by  fatigue.  Abstinence,  also,  from  food  and  sleep, 
if  long  enough  continued,  will  silence  speech.  Sir,  I admonish 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  not  to  re- 
peal this  “experiment.”  If  the  minority,  must  submit  to  it, 
their  con.stiluents  may  not.  Such  a course  of  procedure,  in  a 
matter  of  personal  concern,  by  one  having  the  power  to  en- 
force it,  would  render  void  a civil  coniract.  It  is  nothing  short 
of  duress  and  of  impri-onment.  The  bill  may  not  be  disposed  of 
this  day,  perhaps  not  even  this  week,  with  the  utmost  faith 
fulness  and  diligence.  There  are  grave  questions  growing  out 
of  its  proposed  appropriations,  which  are  yet  to  be  deliberately 
considered.  The  clause  now  before  the  committee;  the  ap- 
propriation for  ministers  to  foreign  courts,  to  which,  if  no  one 
else  shall  offer  an  amendment,  I shall  feel  it  a duty,  (deferring, 
however,  to  any  gentleman  who  will  move  it),  to  propose  a 
limitation  of  the  application  of  the  money  to  the  p.iyment  of  the 
salaries  to  such  ministers  only  as  liave  been,  or  may  be,  ap 
pointed  pursuant  to  the  constitution,  by  the  nomination  of  the 
president,  with  the  confirmation  of  the  senate  of  the  United 
Saules,  except  in  case  of  a vacancy  which  may  happen  dining 
the  recess  of  that  body.  I m.iy  also  find  it  necessary,  as  1 have 
on  another  occasion  intimated,  to  offer  in  the  proper  time  and 
place,  an  amendment,  to  secure  the  depo.sites  of  the  puldic  mo 
ney,  for  the  payment  of  these  appropriations,  in  (he  bank  of 
the  United  Slates.  Let  us  proceed,  then,  calmly  and  dispas 
sionately  in  the  discharge  of  our  diitie.s.  On  all  these  subjects 
there  may  be,  it  is  manirest  there  must  be,  discussion,  more  or 
less  extended.  Does  the  honor.ible  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  men  ns  again  demand  of  me  whether  I .speak  for 
rny  friends,  as  well  as  for  myself?  I reply  in  the  manner  of  my 
respected  colleague,  (Mr  Mams),  to  whom  the  chairman  m.ade 
the  singular  proposition,  the  other  evening,  of  consenting  that 
file  committee  sho-ald  rise,  upon  condition  that  my  colleague 


would  enter  into  recognizance  for  the  good  behavior 'of  his 
friends  on  the  coming  day.  It  was  a proposition  only,  not  a 
^^bargain.'”  It  would  have  been  the  latter,  if  my  colleague  had 
a.'sented  to  it.  He  answered,  however,  that  he  was  not  the 
keeper  of  his  friends.  Neither  was  I authorised  to  give  pledges 
for  others.  There  is  little  occa.-ion  for  concert  and  combina- 
tion between  those  who  have  but  a single  object  in  the  execu- 
tion of  a public  trust.  Theirs  is  a direct  and  obvious  path,  in 
which  initlliacnce  and  inicgriiy  Impel  their  efforts  to  produce 
the  same  result,  in  the  promotion  of  the  public  interests,  and 
the  protection  of  the  people’s  rights. 

The  appropriation  propo.sed  in  the  clause  of  the  bill  which  I 
ask  to  have  stricken  out,  is  objectionable  on  two  grounds.  1st. 
Because  the  expense  it  is  intended  to  reimhurfe  to  the  post 
office  department,  in  the  employment  of  extra  clerks,  the  last 
year,  was  unauthorised  by  law;  and  2d.  Because,  it  was  wholly, 
or  ill  a great  proportion,  unnecessary. 

The  ajipropriation  bill  of  the  year  1833  made  provision  for  the 
pay  of  all  clerks,  whose  employment  had  been  previously  au- 
Ihori.sed  by  congress.  Upon  recurrence  to  that  bill,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  sum  of  ,^41,100  was  appropriated  for  the  paymentof  clerk 
hire  in  the  post  office  deportment.  A further  recurrence  to  the 
treasury  estimate  of  that  year,  will  also  show  that  the  compen- 
sation to  all  the  officers  in  the  department  was  proposed  in 
strict  conformity  to  the  existing  provisions  of  law  in  reference, 
to  the  creation  of  their  respective  offices.  7’he  aggregate  of  the 
estimate  was  .'|.32,100.  Deduct  from  this  amount  the  salary  of 
.$6,000  for  the  postmaster  general,  and  $5,000  for  two  assistant 
po.stmastcrs  general,  and  the  remainder  is  the  exact  sum  of  the 
appropriation  for  clerks  by  the  bill  of  1833,  viz:  $41,100.  Ilia 
to  be  remarked  also,  that  the  estimate  makes  direct  reference 
to  the  acts  of  congress  under  which,  at  different  periods,  and 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  increase  of  business  in  the  depart- 
ment required,  the  number  of  clerks  were  anthorised.  'I’hii!«, 
“clerks  per  act  of  20th  April,  1818;  clerks  per  act  of  26lh  May, 
1824;  clerks  per  act  2d  March,  1827;  clerks  per  act  of  24lh 
May,  1828.”  Both  the  estimate  and  the  appropriation  were 
thus  restrained  by  relation  to  the  several  acts  which  authori.s- 
ed  and  limited  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  department.  By 
what  authority,  then,  does  the  postmaster  general  increase 
this  number  two  fold,  and  augment  the  expense  of  clerk  hire, 
(by  an  extra  charge  of  more  than  $31,000,  now  sought  to  be 
provided  for  by  a clause  in  the  present  bill),  from  $41,100  to 
$73,831  44?  Will  congress  permit,  in  this  indirect  manner, 
the  creation  of  new  offices  upon  the  sole  responsibility,  and  in 
the  pleasure  alone,  of  the  chief  of  a department?  By  the  mere 
will  of  the  postmaster  general,  more  clerkships  have  been  con- 
stituted in  a single  year,  than  by  all  preceding  acts  of  legislation 
on  the  subject. 

Heretofore,  whenever  it  had  been  found  necessary  in  the  bu- 
siness of  the  department  to  increase  the  number  of  clerks,  con- 
gress was  called  upon  to  pass  a law  for  the  purpose.  So  it 
was  in  1818,  1824,  1827  and  1823.  But  not  so  is  it  in  this  era  of 
reform,  and  strict  construction  of  delegated  powers.  The  post- 
master general  may,  at  one  sweep,  displace  old,  and  faithful, 
and  efficient  officers,  to  make  room  for  inexperienced,  unpro- 
fitable and  subservient  dependents;  and  thus  create  an  occasion 
for  twice-told  the  legalized  number.  He  obtains  from  congress 
an  appropriation  according  to  the  provisions  of  law,  and,  increas- 
ing the  expense  two- fold,  without  consulting  congress,  claims  to 
be  indemnified  by  a grant  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  Of  what 
avail  is  legislation  upon  the  subject,  under  the  practice  which 
is  now  sought  to  he  sanctioned  by  this  committee?  Is  it  not, 
in  truth,  a mockery,  that  laws  should  be  referred  to,  when  the 
restrictions  they  impose  are  utterly  disregarded?  The  very 
claim  of  the  department  is  in  derision  of  the  authority  O'f  con- 
gress. We  are  gravely  pointed  to  the  law  of  1818,  and  to  sub- 
sequent -Statutes,  as  the  foundation  for  the  estimate  of  appro- 
priations for  clerical  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  postmaster 
ceneral;  while  nearly  one-half  the  aggregate  of  those  expenses 
rests  upon  no  estimate,  is  incurred  without  law,  and  cornea 
only  to  the  knowledge  of  congress  in  the  shape  of  a demand  for 
its  reimbursement. 

If  additional  clerks  were  wanted  in  the  department,  why  was 
not  the  occasion  communicated  to  congress?  Was  it  less  ne- 
cessary in  18.33  to  seek  authority  for  the  appointment  of  some 
twenty  or  thirty  clerks,  than  it  was  in  the  year  1828,  for  in- 
stance, to  obtain  that  authority  for  the  appointment  of  five! 
The  case  presents  this  extraordinary  aspect;  the  law  limits  the 
number  of  clerks;  the  po-tmaster  general,  the  officer  of  law, 
makes  the  number  illimitable.  Congress  appropriates  a sum 
certain  for  the  payment  of  clerk  hirej  the  postmaster  general, 
without  regard  to  the  appropriation,  makes  the  expense  uncer- 
tain, by  an  indefinite  amount  of  extra  services.  The  incident 
becomes  greater  than  the  principal  matter.  In  other  times, 
and  under  the  administration  of  the  same  department,  by  dif- 
ferent men,  it  required  the  warrant  of  law  to  create  a single 
clerkship;  now,  the  discretion  or  the  pleasure  of  the  postmaster 
general  may  constitute  them  by  fifties.  Formerly,  an  appro- 
priation was  necessary  to  justify  an  expenditure;  but  now, 
charges  are  first  incurred,  and  appropriations  are  sure  to  follow. 
We  are  now,  even  here,  engaged  in  playing  the  merest  farce. 
Why  debate  an  appropriation  bill?  Why  not  the  whole  num- 
ber of  clerks  whom  the  postmaster  general  shall  see  fit  to  ap- 
point, be  as  well  provided  fur  without  a specific  grant?  If 
he  may  incur  an  expense  exceeding  31,000  dollars,  without  the 
previous  authority  of  congress,  why  may  he  not  the  whole 
sum  of  the  charges  of  his  department?  It  seems  worse  than  idle 
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specially  tJ  appropriate  41,100  dollars,  and  leave  him  at  liberty 
to  swell  the  tax  upon  the  treasury  to  nearly  double  that  amount. 
Is  it  the  intention  ol  gentlemen  in  this  house—  of  the  committee 
of  ways  and  means  more  especially — to  sanction  this  extraor 
dinary  and  irresponsible  exercise  of  patronage  and  power.^  If 
so,  let  them  come  forward  and  boldly  avow  it,  and  it  will  then 
no  longer  be  matter  tor  argument. 

But  the  present  bill  makes  no  prospective  provision  for  com 
petisation  for  clerk  hire  in  the  department  the  current  year,  be- 
yond the  amount  appropriated  the  last  year.  Yet  we  are  told 
that  the  delicieiicy  lor  that  year  was  more  than  ;^3I,000.  Will 
less  clerical  service  be  required,  or  fewer  clerks  employed  here- 
after, than  heretofore?  ll  otherwise,  wherelore  comes  it,  that, 
with  the  experience  of  the  past,  an  adequate  sum  is  not  propos- 
ed for  the  future?  Why  make  an  appropriation  of  but  .<^41,100, 
when  it  has  been  made  apparent  that  ;§72,ti31  44  is  again  to  be 
expended?  Is  it  to  conceal  from  this  house  and  the  people  the 
enormous  and  unmitigated  expenses  of  a prodigal  deparlmeni? 
Whatever  is  to  be  the  cost,  let  it  be  fairly  nndi  rsiood,  not  co- 
vertly and  disingeniously  encourage  a delusive  expectation,  that 
a given  sum  will  sutlice,  which  experience  has  already  sliown 
is,  by  almost  double  the  amount,  to  be  exceeded.  A»  a striking 
illustration  of  the  iinwariantable  excess  of  expenditure,  and  the 
utter  disreg.ird  of  the  authority  of  law,  1 have  only  to  refer  to 
that  authentic  record  of  departmental  abominations,  “the  Blue 
Book,”  so  called,  it  there  di.-.tincily  appears,  that  there  aie 
five  assiitatits  to  the  messenger.s,  when,  by  law,  and  the  very 
last  appropriation  bill,  provision  is  made  but  for  two;  and  in  Ihe 
same  unauthorised  manner,  though  in  somewhat  a less  propor- 
tion, have  the  number  of  clerks  been  increased. 

1 proceed  now  to  show,  that  the  expense  for  extra  clerk  hire, 
sought  to  be  reimbursed  to  the  depailment  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  this  bill,  was  altogether,  or  in  a great  degree,  un- 
necessary, and  uncalled  for,  by  any  corsesponding  increase  of 
business.  I say  reimbursed,  because  it  is  not  to  be  jiretended 
tlial  the  clerks  are,  to  ttiis  moment,  without  compensation  for 
their  services  in  the  year  1833.  They  have  doubtless  long  since 
received  their  stipulated  wages.  The  postmaster  general,  from 
those  ample  resources  of  a revenue  of  two  and  a half  millions 
of  dollars  annually,  or  from  the  loans  he  has  negotiated  with 
the  banks,  his  over  draughts,  or  anticipations  of  the  revenue  of 
the  present  year,  has  satisfied  the  claims  of  these  pensioners 
upon  his  official  liberality.  I'lie  object,  I repeat  it,  of  the  pre- 
sent appropriation  is  to  reimburse  the  tiepartment  the  money 
wliicli  lias  thus  been  ailvanced.  Let  no  one  suppose  it  is  to  pay 
the  faithful,  hard  laboring  clerk.  The  advancement  has  been 
made,  and  when  the  postmaster  general  shall  show  a justifica- 
tion for  the  expenditure,  either  by  law,  or  in  the  exigencies  of 
his  office,  I will  be  the  last  to  ojipose  its  being  refunded.  Mr. 
Chairman,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that,  in  relation  to  this  depart 
ment,  the  minority  of  this  house,  upon  whom  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  would  cast  the  onus  probandi, 
are  left  to  grope  in  the  dark.  Whatever  may  be  the  knowledge 
of  others,  all  informalion  is  denied  to  us.  A resolution,  which 
I felt  it  my  duty  to  oiler  a few  days  since,  asking  only  fora 
communication  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  number  of  clerks  in 
the  department,  their  assigned  and  appropriate  duties  and  em- 
jdoyments,  and  the  fund  from  which  they  had  received  their 
pay,  has  met  with  no  favor  in  this  house.  I say,  sir,  that  this 
most  important  information,  essential  to  an  intelligent  discus- 
sion of  the  subject  before  the  committee,  and  interesting  to  the 
whole  people,  is  withheld,  unreasonably  withheld,  as  1 must 
think,  from  us. 

In  the  absence  of  the  best  evidence,  therefore,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  secondary  proof.  1 rely,  then,  in  support  of 
the  po.siiion  that  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, in  the  year  1833,  was  unnecessary,  upon  the  fact,  that  no 
authority  wa.^  asked  by  the  department,  or  given  by  congress, 
for  their  employment.  Upon  reference  to  the  appropriation  bill 
for  that  year,  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  was  a provi>ion  for 
the  payment  of  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  preceding  years  1831  and 
1832.  But  neither  the  treasury  estimate,  nor  the  appropriation 
bill  for  1833,  furnish  the  slightest  suggestion  iliat  any  such  cause 
of  expense  was  to  continue.  The  estimate  for  clerk  hire  in  the 
department  in  the  latter  year  was  hut  41,100  dollars,  and  this 
sum  was  all  that  was  appropriated.  Let  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  his  ingenuity,  and 
devoted  fidelity  to  the  administration,  assign  a reason  for  such 
an  estimate  and  appropriation,  if  it  had  been  anticipated  that 
the  proposed  sum  was  to  be,  nearly  to  an  equal  amount,  ex 
cceded.  And  wherefore  is  it,  if  so  great  a number  of  clerks  had 
become  necessary,  congress  was  not  called  upon,  either  by  a 
committee  of  this  hou-’e,  or  by  the  department  irscK,  as  had  al- 
ways before  been  the  case,  vvhenever  occasion  rendered  it  pro- 
per to  pas?  a law  authorising  an  additional  number. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  quite  time  that  the  concerns  of  this  de- 
partment were  more  strictly  inquired  into,  and  its  management 
severely  scrutinized.  It  is  the  foulest  spot,  as  I verily  believe, 
in  an  antaithfni,  corrupt  and  corrupting  administration  of  the 
government.  It  is  the  Angajan  stable  which,  with  Herculean 
labor,  must  be  cleansed  and  purified.  If  gentlemen,  to  whom 
is  assigned  the  unenviable  task  of  defending  the  department, 
will  not  afford  the  information  which,  doubtless,  themselves 
possess,  in  relation  to  its  affairs,  they  must  not  complain,  even 
should  there  be  some  misapprehension  in  respect  to  the  manner 
of  its  conduct.  Those  who  are  less  fortunate  in  the  means  of 
intelligence,  must  proceed  with  such  lights  as  are  allowed  to 
them. 


It  appears,  then,  from  the  “Blue  Book,”  that  no  less  than 
ninety  two  persons,  including  the  postmaster  general,  two  as- 
sistant.s,  a treasurer  and  a general  agent,  are  employed  in  the 
dc|iartmcnt,  at  an  annual  charge  of  ;S:88,540.  Of  these,  seventy- 
five  are  clerks,  six  messenger.^,  two  watchmen  and  four  agents. 
By  the  Uegi.-ter  of  officers,  for  the  year  1827,  it  will  be  srieii  that 
there  were,  at  that  time,  but  Ibirty-nine  person.s  in  all  attached 
to  the  department,  at  an  annual  charge  of  i3i47,200.  Of  these, 
thirty  three  were  clerks,  one  messengerand  two  assistants.  In 
the  year  1828,  congress  authorised  the  addition  of  five  more 
clerks;  and  these,  wiih  the  thirty-nine  persons  before  mention- 
ed, are  the  whole  number,  it  is  belnwed,  out  of  the  ninety-two 
now  employed,  which  are  warranted  by  law,  the  residue  having 
been  appointed  upon  the  sole,  uncontrolled,  and,  as  it  now 
seems  to  be  held  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  irresponsible 
and  unlimited  discretion  and  plea^ure  of  the  head  of  the  de- 
parlmeiit.  It  might  not  be  imperiiiieiil  to  inquire,  before  pasi- 
ing  the  appropriation,  how  this  tribe  of  subordinates  are  em- 
ployed. In  the  days  ol  the  predecessor  of  the  present  poslmaa- 
ter  general,  and  while  the  business  ot  the  offic*;  was  undergoing 
a course  ot  systematic  ariangeme.iit,  and  the  facilities  to  coni- 
ninnication  were  developing  and  being  greatly  extended,  that 
distinguisiied  officer,  to  whom  the  country  is  under  lasting  obli- 
gations for  the  efficiency,  punctuality  and  certainty,  given  to 
mail  transportation,  was  content  with  the  nutnber  of  clerks  as- 
signed to  his  department  by  law.  This  number,  as  appears  by 
the  register,  never  exceeded  thirty  eight.  There  might  have 
been  some  excess  of  expense  for  extra  service,  but,  if  so,  it  was 
casual  and  incon.^^iderable.  Whence  conies  it,  that  more  than 
twice  the  number  of  officers  are  now  found  necessary?  It  may 
well  be  admitted  that  the  operations  of  the  department  are  very 
greatly  extended,  but,  with  the  preservation  of  method  and  or- 
derly arrangemenl,  this  need  not  occasion  a corresponding  in- 
crease of  clerkships.  If  the  same  .system  of  regulation  and  ac- 
countability is  continued,  the  additional  labor  would,  in  a great 
degree,  consist  in  causing  a few  more  entries  in  the  same  set  of 
books,  filling  a few  more  Idank  forms  of  proposals  and  contracts, 
and  following  out  more  extensively  a like  course  of  duties  con- 
forming to  the  enlarged  scope  of  similar  operations.  It  cannot 
seriously  be  pretended  that,  for  an  increase  to  double  the  extent 
of  former  post  routes,  and  number  of  post  officers,  an  addition 
of  one  fourth  the  number  of  clerks  could  have  been  required. 
Does  the  merchant,  who  adds  to  his  capital  in  trade,  find  it  ne- 
cessary to  miiltijily,  in  the  same  proportion,  the  clerks  in  his 
counting  house?  A given  number  are  necessary  to  his  well  re- 
gulated order  of  business.  Each  has  his  assigned  department 
of  service,  and,  although  the  capital  may  be  increased  an  hun- 
dred per  cent,  there  may  be  but  little  additional  labor  in  its  ma- 
nagemenr.  Before  the  committee  shall  agree  to  an  appropria- 
of  more  than  70,000  dollars  for  clerk  hire  only,  for  a single  year, 
in  this  department,  let  them  be  advised  of  the  new  occasion, 
since  1828,  which  has  given  rise  to  one  half  this  expense.  How 
were  all  these  officers  employed.'-  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  wiiys  and  means  may  he  presumed  to  have  knowledge 
on  this  subject,  or  the  resolution,  proposing  to  ask  for  informa- 
tion from  the  postmaster  general,  would  not  have  been  refused. 
I respectfully  [lut  it,  then,  to  the  chairman  to  instruct  this  house, 
what  are  the  assigned,  distinct  and  appropriate  duties  of  the  ge- 
neral agent,  the  examiner,  and  clerks  of  the  examiner’s  office, 
solicitor  and  clerks  of  the  solicitor’s  office,  and  clerks  of  ap- 
pointments. 3'hese  are  designations  of  officers  unknown  to  the 
law.  On  such  inquiry  as  I have  been  able  to  make  of  honora- 
ble gentlemen  about  me,  I find  much  diversity  of  impression  on 
this  subject. 

The  respective  offices  of  these  clerks,  of  various  character, 
seem  to  be  little  understood,  and  are  olten  confounded.  There 
are  five  solicitors  and  six  clerks  of  appointment.  What  are 
their  appropriate  duties?  Since  the  policy  of  Ihe  government 
Ims  profTered  so  liberally  the  spoils  of  office  as  the  reward  of 
victory,  it  m;iy  be  that  one  set  of  these  characteristic  denomi- 
nations find  snificimit  employment  in  canvassing  the  pretensions 
of  candidates  for  preferment,  while  the  other  are  equally  well 
occupied  in  following  out  the  consequences  of  unsuitable  ap- 
pointments. I mean  no  reproach,  in  this,  to  the  clerks  them- 
selves. I am  quite  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  intelligence,  capa- 
city and  fidelity  of  many  of  them.  Doubtless  there  are  those 
who  assiduously  and  meritoriously  devote  themselves  to  the 
puhlic  servii  p.  But  1 maintain,  that  so  great  a number  are  un- 
necessary. The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Har- 
din) told  us  yesterday,  that  one  of  these  puhlic  servants,  at 
1,600  dollars  per  annum,  was  a practitioner  at  law,  attending 
the  courts  in  his  own  state;  and  that  another,  at  1,000  dollars 
per  annum,  might  be  seen  daily  in  this  house  in  the  character 
of  a reporter  for  fin*  government  official.  How  many  more 
have  similar  indulgeiicics  cannot  be  known,  until  the  house 
shall  please  to  require  more  accurate  information  of  their  duties 
and  employments.  A clerkship  is  a most  convenient  place  in 
which  to  retain  the  services  of  political  partisans;  and  the  po- 
sition of  a post  office  estahlislimcnt,  in  the  command  of  the 
great  channels  of  communication,  the  best  suited  to  give  direc- 
tion and  f ftect  to  the  machinery  of  party  organization  and  ar- 
rangement. 

The  financial  condition  of  Ihe  department  should  furnish  an 
additional  and  insuperable  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  ap- 
propriation. ft  should  be  brought,  at  once,  to  the  necessity  of 
a full  and  explicit  disclosure  of  its  situation  to  the  representa- 
tives of  Ihe  people.  There  is  ground  to  believe  that  its  peco- 
iiiary  affairs  are  in  a deranged  and  embarrassed  state,  beyond  a 
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teasonable  hope  that  they  can  ever  be  retrieved  by  the  skill  or 
good  fortune  of  those  to  whose  management  they  are,  at  pre- 
sent, committed.  There  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  a deep  and 
searching  Operation,  an  overhauling-  and  overturning  of  the  do- 
ings of  the  depaitinent.  It  needs  to  he  probed  to  the  bottom. 
It  was  once  a prosperous  and  Oreditalile  concern  to  the  nation; 
(conducted  with  order  and  nietllod;  affording  all  desirable  faci- 
lities to  communication;  abstaining  from  associations  and  ar- 
irangements  foreign  to  tlie  oliject  of  its  institution;  giving  uni- 
versal satisfaction,  and  enjoying  unbounded  confidence. 

Under  the  able  and  successful  administration  of  the  predeces- 
sor of  the  present  po,<tmaster  general,  it  had  become  a source 
of  certain  and  rapidly  increasing  revenue  to  the  state.  The 
last  annual  report  ofjudge  McLean,  in  1828,  transmitted  by  the 
president  to  congress,  with  tlie  documents  accompanying  liis 
message,  states  tiie  amount  of  accumulated  surplus  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  post  office  department,  to  be  ,«!332,10.5  10.  In  the  re- 
port of  tlie  present  postmaster  general,  the  following  year, 
(1829),  after  giving  a precise  and  critical  review  of  the  financial 
operations  of  the  department,  and  particularly  adverting  to  the 
balance  of  credit  staled  by  his  predecessor,  he  reduces  the 
amount,  by  substractions  for  various  causes,  and  places  the  true 
and  actual  balance  on  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  at  $230,849  07. 
Here,  then,  is  a distinct  admission  that  the  nett  available  funds, 
after  he  came  into  office,  exceeded  the  sum  of$230,000.  Nor  is 
this  all.  He  somewhat  boasiingly  adds,  in  the  same  report,  that 
“the  new  contracts  have  been  made,  including  all  the  improve 
ments,  for  $19,19.5  37  less  than  the  sums  paid  under  the  expir- 
ing contracts  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,”  in  a section  of 
country  to  which  he  refers,  and  that  “the  advantageous  terms 
of  these  contracts  will  effect  a saving  to  the  department,  of 
about  25  per  cent,  in  proportion  to  the  services  to  be  perform 
ed.”  He  also  admits  that  “the  department  has  always  been 
sustained  by  its  own  resources,  and  that  no  money,  at  any  time, 
has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  but  that  it  has  contributed  to  the  revenue  of  the  govern- 
ment.” 

These  references  are  intended  to  prove  to  this  committee, 
beyond  all  controversy,  the  pro.sperous  state  of  the  department, 
when  the  present  officer  entered  upon  its  administration.  Sub- 
sequently, and  as  late  as  November,  1832,  its  condition  was 
made  a subject  of  congratulation  by  the  president,  in  his  annual 
message  to  congress.  “From  the  accompanying  report  (says 
the  message),  of  the  postmaster  general,  you  will  perceive  that 
that  department  continues  to  extend  its  usefulness,  without  im- 
pairing its  resources,  or  lessening  the  accommodation  which  it 
affords  in  the  secure  and  rapid  transportation  of  the  mail.” 

The  rep.»vt  referred  to,  fully  sustains  the  message,  and  con- 
tains the  express  assurance  that,  “with  all  the  increase  of  mail 
facilities  during  the  year,  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1832,  the  re- 
venues of  the  department  have,  within  an  inconsiderable  sum, 
equalled  its  expenses.”  The  sur[)lus  available  fund,  althoiiy^h 
somewhat  reduced,  is  stated  at  $202,811  44.  There  is  also  to 
be  found,  in  that  report,  another  assurance  eminently  worthy 
of  being  remembered  at  this  occasion,  that  “if  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease in  the  nett  proceeds  of  postages,  for  the  year  which  will 
end  on  the  30th  of  June.  18.33,  shall  equal  that  of  1832,  it  will 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $196,8-23  05  above  that  of  the  last  year, 
which  will  exceed  the  additional  amount  required  for  transpor- 
tation, by  more  than  one  himdred  thousand  dollars,  provided  no 
further  improvements  shall  be  made,  without  estimating  any 
thing  for  postages  which  may  arise  on  new  routes.”  Follow- 
ing up  this  anticipation  of  the  postmaster  general,  it  will  be  seen 
by  his  report  for  1833,  that  the  increase  of  the  nett  proceeds  of 
the  postages  of  that  year  over  the  year  1832,  instead  of  being 
only  $196,823,  did,  in  fact,  amount  to  $247,156  16.  This  sum, 
added  to  the  former  balance  of  $202,811  40  of  available  funds 
in  his  hands,  according  to  his  preceding  report,  put  at  his  dis- 
posal, in  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1833,  $449,967  56 
more  money,  than  the  greatest  amount  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  department  in  any  preceding  year.  The  gross  amount  of 
the  postages  of  that  year  is  given  in  the  report  at  $2,616,538  27. 
Yet  how  stands  the  account  at  the  end  of  the  year.?  In  the  very 
words  of  the  report,  “the  department  was  indebted,  on 
THE  1st  of  July,  1833,  beyond  the  amount  of  available 
FUNDS  DDE  TO  IT,  IN  THE  SUM  OF  $195,208  10!” 

The  manner  in  which  the  postmaster  general  endeavors  to 
get  rid  of  the  former  balance  of  202,811  dollars  to  the  credit  of 
the  last  year,  by  the  discovery  that  it  had  been  absorbed  in  the 
expenses  of  the  department  previous  to  that  time,  speaks  little 
in  favor  of  that  system  of  strict  accountability  which,  he  an- 
nounced in  his  first  report,  he  had  introduced  into  the  depart- 
ment for  the  correction  of  the  “looseness  and  irresponsibility” 
which  had  before  been  permitted  to  exist.  It  might  be  suffici- 
ent to  answer,  that  so  gross  an  error  in  the  statement  of  an  ac- 
count, with  no  other  explanation  than  that  “it  is  now  ascertain- 
ed, that  the  expenses  incurred  for  transportation  which  had  ac- 
tually been  performed,  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  beyond 
the  amount  stated  in  that  report,  were  $205,656  97,”  without 
showing  how  those  expenses  had  been  incurred,  or  even  sug- 
ge.sting  the  manner  in  which  the  error  was  committed,  evinces 
great  ignorance  of  the  real  condition  of  the  department,  or  want 
of  fidelity  in  the  management  of  its  affairs. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  present  argument,  however,  it  is  en- 
tirely immaterial  whether  the  balance  was  exhausted  in  1833  or 
in  the  preceding  years.  Confessedly  it  existed  when  the  de- 
partment came  into  his  hands.  Admitting,  then,  the  correction 
claimed  by  him  in  his  last  report,  it  only  follows,  that,  between 


the  30th  of  June,  1829,  and  the  30th  of  June,  1832,  he  had  expend- 
ed the  whole  of  the  surplus  balance  which  he  received  from  hia 
predecessor,  besides  the  vast  accruing  annual  revenues  of  the 
department,  and  had  created  a debt,  on  the  last  mentioned  day, 
according  to  the  last  account,  of  $2,844  67,  which,  with  a still 
increasing  revenue,  he  liad  augmented,  on  the  30th  June,  1833, 
to  $195,208  10  over  and  above  all  the  available  funds  of  the  de- 
partment. it  is,  moreover,  to  be  observed,  that,  in  his  report 
of  the  preceding  year,  he  had  given  a pledge,  that,  if  the  ratio 
of  increase  in  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  postages  should  continue 
as  great  as  the  previous  year,  it  would  exceed  the  additional 
amount  required  for  transportation  by  more  than  $100,000,  and 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  this  ratio  of  increase  was  $50,000  more 
than  that  of  the  former  year.  Yet  what  was  the  result?  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  year  exceeded  the  receipts  by  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Regarding  the  date  to  which  the  ac- 
counts are  made  up,  (the  30ih  of  June),  it  must  be  obvious  that 
the  amount  could  not  have  been  greatly  afiected  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  neav  mail  routes  at  the  intervening  session  of  con- 
gress. But  even  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  condition  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I have  no  faith  in  the  accuracy  of  the  accounts 
as  they  are  last  stated,  I have  no  belief  that  the  department  itself 
knows  the  extent  of  its  own  indebtedness,  or,  knowing,  dare  en- 
counter the  scrutiny  which  a disclosure  of  the  truth  would  ine- 
vitably produce.  Sir,  my  word  for  it,  the  deficit  is  not  merely  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars — it  is  now  hundreds  of  thousands 
MORE.  I may  not  be  able  to  show  precisely  how  much,  for  we 
are  here  without  the  means  of  proof.  But  let  this  house  adopt  the 
resolution  which  seeks  from  the  department  information  on  the 
subject;  grant  but  the  subpoena;  and  there  will  be  full  and  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth.  In  the  want  of  that  evidence,  which  I 
repeat  is  withheld,  I am  warranted  by  representations  Quite  sa- 
tisfactory to  my  own  mind,  to  assume,  that  the  department 
IS  DEEPLY  INSOLVENT,  that  it  owes,  at  this  moment,  from  ei&ht 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  to  a MILLION  of  dollars.  That  it  is  in  debt 
to  banks  for  moneys  borrowed,  at  least,  three  hundred  and 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars — and  for  over  drafts  upon  credits  fos 
deposiles  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars — that 
it  has  already,  to  some  extent,  anticipated  the  revenue  from  post 
offices,  the  current  quarter;  and  is  largely  in  arrearages  to  mail 
contractors,  upon  conttacls  executed,  or  continuing,  where,  by 
the  terms  of  the  contracts,  the  money  has  become  payable,  to 
its  own  great  discredit,  and  the  dishonor  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  honest  creditor  of  the  government  is  denied  or  delay- 
ed his  dues.  If  he  asks  for  payment,  he  is  shown  a list  of  for- 
feitures, and,  by  insisting  upon  his  money,  be  comes  to  under- 
stand that  he  may  provoke  a set-off  in  fines,  or  hazard  the  re- 
scinding of  his  contract  for  the  non-fulfilment  of  its  severe  and 
inexhorable  exactions.  There  is  derangement,  disappointment, 
and  vexation  through  all  the  operations  of  the  department.  I4 
has  been  made  the  instrument  of  political  advancement,  and  its 
legitimate  purposes  are  held  in  subserviency  to  this  nnwarranla- 
ble  end.  Complaints  have  been  heard,  loud  and  long,  from  eve- 
ry quarter  of  the  land,  of  its  irregularity  and  mismana<.'ement. 
It  has  been  devoted  to  personal  as  well  as  party  objects.  Post 
offices,  in  to  many  instances,  have  been  unnecessarily  establish- 
ed, and  even  the  course  of  the  mail  made  devious  and  sinuous 
in  reference  to  post  office  appointments.  Faithful  and  accepta- 
ble post  masters  have  been  removed  from  office  tor  opinions? 
sake,  and  executive  sycophants  and  demagogueing  partisans  re- 
warded with  their  places. 

I say  these  things  in  no  willingness  to  find  fault.  I would  do 
no  injustice  to  the  postmaster  general.  He  may,  to  a great  de- 
gree, have  been  influenced  by  misrepresentations,  and  suffer 
wrong  from  the  abused  confidence  which,  weakly  dr  inconsi- 
derately, he  has  reposed  in  others.  Yet  he  is  the  responsible 
head  of  this  highly  important  department  of  the  government, 
and  for  much,  very  much,  of  the  present  embarrassment,  he  is 
most  justly  to  be  held  accountable  to  congress  and  before  the 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  committee,  it  was  not 
my  purpose  to  become  the  accuser  of  the  postmaster  general. 
This,  to  me,  would  be  an  unaccustomed  and  a thankless  office. 
Nor  was  it  with  a vain  ambition  to  be  heard  on  this  floor.  In 
competition  with  the  many  experienced  and  gifted  men  of  this 
house,  I can  have  nothing  to  hope  for  distinction  here,  and  else- 
where my  public  course  has  been  accomplished.  This  bill  seem- 
ed to  me  to  present  important  topics  for  discussion.  The  ap- 
propriations it  proposes,  involve  the  applications  of  some  of  the 
most  essential  principles  of  republican  government.  To  these, 
rather  than  to  sums  of  money,  it  will,  at  all  times,  behoove  the 
faithful  representative  to  give  his  earnest  attention.  Seeing  those 
with  whom  I accord  in  sentiment,  on  these  most  interesting  sub- 
jects, wearied  with  unceasing  efforts,  pressed  by  the  votes  of  an 
unyielding  majority,  and  alrno.st  disheartened  by  the  conviclion 
that  further  resistance  or  remonstrance  would  be  alike  unavail- 
ing, I felt  impelled  to  proffer  my  humble  aid  to  their  relief.  It 
was  no  less  an  obligation  imposed  upon  me  by  the  position, 
which,  on  a former  occasion,  I had  assumed.  I have  moved 
the  amendment  to  the  bill  in  sincerity,  and  from  a deep  convic- 
tion, under  the  circumstances  to  which  I have  adverted,  of  the 
impropriety  of  making  the  appropriation  which  it  proposes. 
However  the  question  shall  now  be  disposed  of,  there  will  re- 
main to  me  the  consciousness,  that,  in  whatever  I have  said,  I 
have  intended  nothing  more  than  to  discharge  my  duty,  as  I 
humbly  trust  I ever  shall  do,  hefeand  elsewhere,  faithfully  and 
fearlessly. 
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In  our  last,  we  published  Mr.  Lincoln's  speech  on  the 
affairs  of  the  geiiei*al  post  office,  and  now  give  that  of 
Mr.  Connor,  in  reply.  The  present  sheet  contains  Mr. 
C^houn's  speech  on  the  president’s  protest,  ancl  Mr. 

reply  is  laid  off  for  our  next  paper.  We  de- 
sire to  publish  Mr.  Clay's  speech  on  the  same  subject, 
with  Mr.  Wright's  reply,  and  shall  soon  give  them  a 
place,  unless  prevented  by  a rush  of  documentary  mat- 
ter, a large  quantity  of  which  may  be  soon  expected  in 
relation  to  the  bank  from  the  committee*  of  the  house, 
recently  returned  from  Philadelphia. 

Our  good  friend  and  representative  in  congress,  Mr. 
Heath,  who  promptly  forwards  to  ns  all  the  public  do- 
cuments, has  sent  on  the  reports  and  papers  concerning 
the  contested  election  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and 
jyioore,  of  Kentucky.  They  make  an  octavo  volume  of 
seven  hundred  and  t-wenty-seven  pages  of  close  print, 

■We  publish  a decision  concerning  “bills  of  credit,” 
which  will  recommend  itself  to  the  careful  consideration 
of  those  who  shall  read  it.  In  our  opinion,  the  question 
as  to  the  power  of  congress  to  establish  a national  bank, 
is  less  doubtful  than  that  of  the  states  to  incorporate 
local  banks — if  bank  notes  are  “bills  of  credit,”  as  we 
must  needs  think  that  they  are,  in  certain  cases — the  issue 
of  such  bills  being  expressly  forbidden  to  the  states:  but, 
as  every  state  is  a party  in  such  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  (if  this  is  one),  no  other  prac- 
tical good  can  proceed  from  such  investigations  of  the 
subject,  as  we  believe,  than  to  soften  the  opposition  to  a 
power  which  is  incidentally  granted,  in  the  comnmn  ex- 
ercise of  a power  which  is  decidedly  prohibited,  but  too 
deep-rooted  to  be  laid  aside,  and  so  reconciling  persons 
to  the  restraint  or  correction  of  one  uncontrollable  wrong, 
by  another  over  which  a sound  discretion  may  be  exer- 
cised, and  a wholesome  and  uniform  currency  be  thus 
established  and  maintained — a national  bank,  regulated  by 
congress,  liaving  the  power,  duty  and  interest,  of  so  re- 
gulating the  local  banks  of  the  twenty-four  states,  that 
their  issues  shall  be  kept  within  the  range  of  their  means, 
and  a rag-currency  be  thus  avoided. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of  representatives  is  pre- 
paring for  a summer  session,  having  adjourned  from 
Thursday  to  Monday,  that  the  cai-pets  of  the  hall  may 
be  removed,  and  their  place  supplied  with  matting,  &c. 

The  idea  is  becoming  general,  though  it  does  not  appear 
to  have  any  particular  foundation,  tliat  congress  will  not 
adjourn  without  doing  something  of  a decisive  character 
with  relation  to  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  the  pecu- 
niary distresses  under  which  the  people  are  laboring. 
By  the  immense  curtailments  of  expenses  that  have  been 
made  and  are  making — by  the  discharges  of  working 
people  in  all  practicable  cases,  and  restrained  operations 
in  every  department  of  business,  a small  comparative 
amount  of  money  is  required  for  new  purposes,  but  old 
engagements,  and  to  a much  larger  amount  than  usual, 
remain  unsatisfied,  and  many  have  been  postponed  in  the 
hope  of  better  times.  Hence  the  present  month  was  a 
severe  one,  but  tlie  ensuing  one  is  expected  to  be  much 
more  so,  and  especially  if  the  appi-opi  iation  bills  shall  be 
passed.  The  passage  of  these  bills  will  relieve  many  in- 
dividuals, but  add  much  to  the  existing  embarrassments 
of  the  banks,  and  the  public. 

The  bank  committee  reported  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives on  Thursday  last,  the  minority  also  presenting 
a report.  Copies  of  both  may  be  expected  in  the  next 
Register, 

The  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Thursday  says — We 
learn  that  „hidrew  Stevenson,  (now  speaker  of  the  house 
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of  representatives),  was  yesterday  nominated  to  the  se- 
nate, by  the  president,  to  be  envoy  extraordinary  and  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain;  and  JVlahlon 
Dickerson,  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  envoy  extraoid inary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Russia. 

We  are  informed,  from  another  souix;e,  that  Messrs, 
Polk  and  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  Wayne,  of  Georgia,  and 
Sutherland,  of  Pennsylvania,  are  each  spoken  of  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  the  chair,  if  his  nomina- 
tion should  be  confirmed  by  the  senate;  and  it  is  said  that, 
at  any  rate,  he  will  resign,  in  consequence  of  the  <lecidt<I 
vote  in  his  district. 

Rumors  are  “as  plenty  as  blackberries” — and  “of  all 
sorts  and  sizes,”  and  some  of  them  are — “very  important, 
if  true!”  They  would  shew  a strange  state  of  things  at 
Washington,  and  elsewhere. 

The  New  York  Evening  Star  informs  that — “Almost 
the  whole  regency  have  taken  their  departure  for  Wash- 
ington. Judge  Vanderpoel,  Mr.  Senator  Edmonds,  Mr. 
Senator  Sudam,  attorney  general  Bronson,  Mr.  J.  B. 
Murray,  Mr.  State  Printer  Croswell  and  Mr.  John  Van 
Buren;  Mr.  Senator  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Senator  Van 
Schaick  are  to  follow.  Mr.  Tibbits  is  already  on  the 
spot.” 

Several  of  these,  and,  perhaps,  all  of  them,  are  at 
Washington — for  what  purpose  it  is  not  easy  to  conjec- 
ture, tho’  the  movement  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  ordi- 
nary occurrence.  But,  as  in  the  oracles  of  the  day',  it  is 
said  that  all  persons  w ho  borrow  money  of  banks  are 
the  tools  or  slaves  of  the  banks,  the  “democracy”  should 
kee])  a sharp  look-out — for  it  is  said  that  the  “regency” 
have  been  fed  at  Mr.  Webster's  table!  However,  as  nego- 
tiations about  money  may  sometimes  be  “fair  business 
transactions,”  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  reported 
dining  of  the  “regency”  with  Mr.  Webster,  may  have 
been  only  such  an  act  of  courtesy  as  one  gentlema?i  owes, 
or  may  rightfully  extend,  to  others! 

We  have  taken  some  pains  to  condense  an  account  of 
certain  late  revolutionary  movements  in  France — which 
w ill  be  found  interesting.  The  power  of  the  government, 
which  is  supported  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  however, 
restored  the  public  peace— but  not  until  many  lives  had 
been  lost. 

There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  many  more  persons 
were  killed  in  these  affrays  than  are  reported.  Several 
persons  of  distinction  being  shot  from  the  houses,  the 
military,  in  some  cases,  put  to  death  all  that  they  found 
in  them. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  vote  in  the  French  chamber  of  de- 
puties, on  the  indemnity  treaty  with  the  United  States, 
is  not  final;  and  expected  that  the  amount  agreed  to  be 
paid  will  be  adjusted  in  a satisfactory  manner,  at  another 
sessiotL  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  well-judging  men, 
that,  if  there  had  not  been  such  a display,  or  what  some 
call  “glory,”  concerning  the  negotiation  of  this  treaty, 
the  present  difficulty  about  it  would  not  have  happened. 
Parts  of  the  correspondence  published  should  have  been, 
at  least,  retained. 

On  this  subject  the  National  Gazette  observes— 

“ Amoii"  them  [the  letters  of  IMr.  Rives]  was  a letter  in  which 
he  Ftale.«i  that  he  had  c ajoled  the  French  and  obtained  more 
than  twice  what  was  due  (a  fact  which  turns  out  unfortunately 
not  to  he  true);  and  that  the  commercial  advantages  given  in 
lieu  of  those  stipulated  for  hy  the  Louisiana  treaty,  were  really 
of  no  importance,  as  they  would  have  been  introduced  into  the 
tariff  hy  congress  without  the  offer  of  any  equivalent.  The 
printed  document  must  have  made  its  way  to  Paris,  and  could 
not  have  been  without  influence  on  the  vote  of  the  chambers.” 

A jtroceeding  like  this  was  sufficient  to  have  influenced 
several  votes — and  ought  not  to  have  been  given  to  the 
public,  whether  true  or  not.  People  do  not  like  to  ba 
told  that  they  were  cheated. 
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The  “Richmond  Enquirer”  of  the  20lh,  published  a 
copy  of  a paper  found  among  those  left  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
which  is  called  a “protest,”  prepared  by  him  \ilien  se- 
cretary of  state,  in  the  administration  ot  WASUijfGTON, 
[Jan.  1792]  against  a power  asserted  in  the  senate  to  de- 
termine the  grade  of  foreign  ministers,  that  power  being 
believed  to  rest  entirely  with  the  executive.  We  shall 
})reserve  this  article,  as  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
though  the  weight  of  it  is  much  lessened  from  the  fact, 
that  it  -was  not  sent  to  the  senate:  but  whether  retired 
from  by  Mr.  J.  decided  against  by  Washington,  or  re- 
tained because  the  senate  changed  its  course,  is  not  stated. 

A report  of  the  secretaty  of  the  treasury,  in  answer  to 
a resolution  of  the  senate,  states — 1.  that  there  were  two 
deposites  of  public  money  in  the  bank  of  Alexandria  at 
tlie  time  of  its  failure — one  for  $27,528  84 — the  other 
for  $2,819  34 — that  such  deposites  had  been  made  in  the 
bank  for  many  years  past,  and  says,  there  is  no  ground  for 
apprehending  that  the  money  will  be  lost:  2.  that  there 
w'ere  $60,000  in  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Georgetown,  but  as  the  bank  had  advanced  the  same  sum 
to  the  paymaster  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  that  account  stands 
balanced:  3.  that  there  was  no  public  money  in  other 
banks  of  the  District  which  recently  stopped:  4.  that 
14,000  dollars  of  the  navy  pension  fund  were  invested  in 
the  stock  of  the  bank  of  Washington,  in  the  years  1811 
and  1817,  and  so  remains. 

Pursuant  to  the  appointment  of  the  Baltimore  bar,  our 
much  esteemed  fellow  citizen,  John  P.  Kennedy,  esq. 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  pronounced  a highly  polished 
and  truly  eloquent  oration  on  the  death  and  character  of 
the  late  William  Wirt.  It  was  delivered  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  church,  to  a very  numerous  and  delighWd 
audience,  and  will  be  published. 

We  learn  that  the  venerable  Madison  is  very  ill;  that 
Dr.  Punglison,  of  Baltimore,  has  visited  him,  and  re- 
ports that  he  is  in  a rapid  state  of  recoi'ery. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Lane,  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives in  congress  from  Indiana,  copied  from  the 
“Indiana  American,”  is  a curious  paper.  It  takes  in 
many  important  points,  but  does  not  seem  to  require 
much  comment.  The  leading  principle,  that  we  must 
have  a bank — is  admitted;  and  it  appears,  so  great  is  the 
necessity,  that  a temporary  extension  of  the  charter  of 
the  present  institution  will  be  submitted  to,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  wants  of  the  people,  notwithstanding  the 
amount  of  the  “sins”  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  L.  desires  to  have  a new  bank  that  shall  be  the 
“servant  of  the  government” — not  its  “master,”  and  so 
would  we;  but,  perhaps,  we  might  differ  as  to  what  is 
meant  by  '■Hhe  government  J’’  If  the  gentleman  means  the 
house  of  representatives  and  senate — the  first  being  the 
constitutional  tax-collecting  and  purse-holding  power  of 
the  nation,  and  both  having  an  equal  and  conctwrent  vote 
over  all  the  disbursements,  (for  not  one  dollar  can  be 
legally  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  unless  specially  autho- 
rised by  both),  we  heartily  agree  with  him;  but  if  by 
“the  government”  he  means  the  president,  alone,  as  he  i*s 
oftentimes  slavishly  called,  we  must  altogether  differ 
from  him;  for  we  deprecate  an  union  of  the  purse  with 
the  sword,  as  much  as  we  should  one  between  the  sword 
and  the  mitre,  as  fatal  to  the  present  and  future  happi- 
ness of  the  people.  The  government,  proper — that  is 
the  congress,  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple and  of  the  states,  after  a long  and  arduous  investiga- 
tion, and  against  the  well  known  vvishes  of  the  president, 
approved  the  bank  as  a faithful  “servant”  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  the  senate  28  to  20,  and  in  the  house  107  to  85 — 
being  very  respectable  majorities  for  continuing  the  char- 
ter; but  in  this  case  the  president,  by  an  exercise  of  the 
veto  power,  became  ^Hhe  government,”  and  has,  in  ad- 
vance, prepared  himself,  also,  to  remain  “Me  govern- 
ment,” by  removing  the  deposites  just  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  new  congress,  lest  a majority  in  the  present,  as 
in  the  last  congress,  might  consider  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  as  best  fitted  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public 
money-~lo  which  judgment  he  would  again  oppose  his 
own  individual  veto.  It  will  then  appear  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  we  should  understand  what  is  meant  by  “the 


government”  on  the  present  occasion — whether  it  abides 
in  the  will  of  one  man,  or  in  the  decisions  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
gress assembled. 

An  organization  to  force  the  previous  question  is  plain- 
ly state«l  l>y  Mr.  Lane — and  it  was  effectual. 

'I'he  allusion  to  the  “pl  hlic”  necessity  is  very  signifi- 
cant. We  thought  and  said  seven  or  eight  months  ago, 
tliat  the  public  necessities  would  be  urgent  before  the  end 
of  the  year  1834,  unless  the  appropriations  were  severely 
restricted,  or  some  unexpected  run  of  good  luck  happen- 
ed; and,  w hile  many  seemed  distressed  at  the  idea  of  vast 
sums  of  money  lying  idle  in  the  treasury,  we  believed  it 
would  do  well  if  able  to  meet  all  the  requisitions  that 
should  be  made  upon  it,  in  the  course  of  the  year — and 
now  it  is  rendered  nearly  certain  that  onr  opinion  was  a 
sound  one.  Ix.  \s  possible  that  there  w ill  be  no  available 
funds  in  the  treasury  on  the  31  st  December  next,  and  that 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  if  not  called  upon  by  the 
public  to  furnish  supplies  of  money,  will  have,  at  least,  to 
step  forward  and  generally  defend  the  state  banks — per- 
haps even  those  which  have  been  selected  as  more  safe 
depositories  of  the  people’s  money  than  itself!  It  is  this 
bank,  only,  that  is  able  to  do  either — and  yet  addled  brains 
have  conceived  the  notion  of  a “better  currency”  than  it 
furnishes.  Whatever  may  be  its  “sins,”  all  the  force  of 
the  best  disciplined  party  which  ever  existed,  cannot  shake 
that  confidence  which  all  men  have  in  it — for  even  those 
w'ho  once  “questioned”  its  solvency,  or  now  call  it  a 
“monster”  prefer  its  bills  to  specie,  as  being  equally 
good  and  more  convenient,  than  coin.  It  makes  one 
laugh  to  hear  persons  crying  out  “monster — monstei*— • 
monster,”  while  clutching  and  hugging  the  issues  of  this 
“monster”  to  their  hearts. 

Washington,  March  ^th,  1834. 

Dear  sir— In  the  senate,  the  vote  was  taken  yesterday,  on 
Mr.  Clay’s  resolutions,  as  you  will  see  in  this  morning’s  Globe. 

In  our  house  we  shall  attempt  to  force  the  previous  question, 
upon  the  same  subject,  on  next  Thursday  week — and  I have  no 
doubt,  it  will  be  adverse  to  the  vote  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Webster’s  favorite  view  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  pre- 
sent bank,  for  six  years,  was  opposed  by  Clay  and  Calhoun. 
On  his  own  motion  it  had  been  laid  on  the  table;  and  I have 
just  been  informed,  he  had  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  will 
visit  Boston. 

Some  definite  proposition  for  chartering  a new  bank,  will  be 
brought  forward;  properly  guarded  and  restricted,  so  as  to  ren- 
der it  the  servant  of,  and  not  the  master  power  in  the  govern- 
ment. An  institution,  in  strict  obedience  to,  and  not  above  the 
constitution  and  laws— an  institution  that  shall  furnish  a sound 
currency,  and  relieve  the  country  from  its  present  suffering;  an 
institution  that  shall  collect,  keep  and  disburse  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  with  ease  and  safety;  an  institution  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people, /or  all,  and  not  for  the  few. 

For  such  an  institution  my  exertions  and  vote  shall  be  given. 

That  the  sins  of  the  present  bank  are  of  such  a character  as 
to  forbid  the  continuance  of  its  existence  for  an  hour,  1 have  no 
doubt.  Public  and  individual  necessity  may,  how-ever,  call  for 
the  temporary  extension  of  its  cliarter,  and  a new  and  safe  one 
can  be  brought  into  action  and  useful  operation. 

Tliese  are  my  own  views;  and  I entertain  but  little  doubt, 
that  a large  majority  of  the  house,  will  adopt  the  same,  or  simi- 
lar opinions.  As  it  regards  my  own  opinions,  they  have  under- 
gone no  change  since  June  and  July  last,  when  they  were  .«o 
fully  and  repeatedly  given  to  my  fellow  citizens,  whose  interest 
and  prosperity,  shall  ever  be  paramount  in  my  political  course, 
to  every  other  consideration,  and  to  which  alt  party,  or  parly 
discipline  shall  yield.  I love  and  admire  my  party  and  its  pa- 
triotic chief— but  I love  my  constituents,  my  friends  and  my 
country  more.  A.  Lane. 

The  fruits  of  “the  experiment”  are  shewing  them- 
selves. The  New  York  American  states,  that  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  customs,  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year 
1833,  were  $6,966,437 

Same  in  1834  4,366,737 


2,599,700 

And  that  the  whole  revenue,  in  this  quarter,  was  short 
in  the  sum  of  1,895,009  dollars,  though  the  receipts  from 
the  public  lands  were  greater  in  700,961  dollars,  in  1834, 
than  in  1833. 

It  is  reduced  consumption,  rather  than  reduced  duties, 
which  has  caused  this  great  falling  off  in  the  revenue. 
Most  persons  wear  their  old  coats  longer  than  they  were 
wont.  The  order  of  a new  suit  of  clothes  is  a matter  of 
much  consideration  with  many,  who,  heretofore,  never 
had  a second  thought  about  such  a matter,  except  to 
please  their  fancy. 
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Tliougli  very  little  money  is  needed  for  new  enter- 
prizes,  tor  all  persons  wlio  have  it  in  their  power  are  re- 
ducing their  business  and  responsibilities — the  pressure 
on  the  money  market  is  more  and  more  severe,  every 
day,  for  the  settlement  of  old  engagements;  and,  if  llie 
necessity  proceeds  much  further,  no  calculation  can  be 
made  as  to  the  point  at  which  it  will  stop,  unless  in  a ge- 
nertd  and  complete  paralysis  ol  business,  and  general  dis- 
charge of  laborhig  persons. 

Messrs.  Roberts  Vmuc,  John  S\IcAlUster,  Henry  Jioni, 
of  Philadelphia;  Saul  Alky,  of  New  York,  and  Joseph 
IVhite,  of  Baltimore,  were  j»resented  to  the  senate  as 
bank  directors,  on  the  13th  inst. 

[Is  it  necessary  or  proper,  (and  we  ask  for  informa- 
tion), that  the  “government”  directors  should  all  be  tlie 
opponents,  or  rather  enemies  of  the  bank,  in  which  the 
j)eople  have  seven  millions  of  their  money  invested? 
Are  none  honest  and  capable  and  faithful,  unless  well 
known  for  zealous  efforts  to  bieak  down  an  Institution, 
the  business  of  which  is  intended  to  be  j)artially  commit- 
ted to  their  charge?  It  does  apj)ear  very  singular  that 
such  persons  should  be  selected — |)ersons  with  whom  it 
is  impossible  tint  the  directors,  on  the  part  of  the  stock- 
holders, can  freely  associate — and  whose  apparent  duty 
it  is  rather  to  seek  out  matter  of  accusation  against  the 
bank,  than  promote  its  interests  or  defend  the  character 
of  its  |)roceedings,  even  if  approved.  Men  so  circum- 
stanced cannot  be  received  and  treated  as  friends,  nor  be 
])ermitted  to  inllHence  the  action  of  the  board.  And 
will  honorable  men  sit  there  as  spies? 

A severe  altercation  between  Messrs.  Plummer  ami 
Cage,  (the  representatives  in  congress  from  the  state  of 
JNlississippi),  took  place  in  the  house  a few  days  ago. 
The  latter  seems  to  have  thought  it  was  settled  “then 
and  there;”  but  Mr.  Plummer’s  speech  being  published 
in  the  “Globe,”  Mr.  Cage  demanded  whether  this  pro- 
ceeding had  happened  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  P. 
The  latter  said  that  it  had,  and  this  led  to  a direct  clial- 
lenge  from  Mr.  C.  Mr.  Plummer  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, and  said  that,  as  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress as  possible,  and  his  return  to  Mississippi,  he  w'ould 
fix  the  time  and  place,  &o.  and  notify  Mr.  Cage  thereof 
— but  Mr.  Cage,  through  Mr.  Bynum,  considered  this 
as  an  “evasion  of  the  call,”  and  so  this  affair  reached  a 
bloodle«s  termination.  The  correspondence  is  publish- 
ed in  the  Washington  papers. 

A newspaper  called  the  “0/i/o  Patriot,''*  published  at 
New  Lisbon,  speaking  of  the  talents  of  the  Virginia  se- 
nator, Benjamin  If  at  kins  Leigh,  says: 

“It  is  to  lie  hoped  he  will  he  sealed  along  side  of  Tom  Ewing, 
of  Ohio,  as  Mr.  Leigli’s  talents  are  .'^o  far  superior  to  those  of 
the  Ohio  ostler,  that  he  may  be  of  great  .service  to  him.” 

And  a paper  published  in  Cincinnati,  called  the  '■'^Re- 
publican," has  the  follow  iug: 

“Taken  from  an  obscure  station,  nm\  suddenly  elev.ited  to  one 
of  (he  highest  otliecs  in  the  nation,  his  prosperity  seems  to  have 
(urned  his  brain,  and  were  it  not  that  the  honor  of  Ihe  state  is 
concerned,  we  should  feel  disposed  to  smile  at  his  folly,  and  be 
amused  with  his  self  imporlanee.” 

“We  have  fallen  on  evil  times.”  Mr.  Ewing  has  not 
more  than  one,  if  one,  sujierior,  in  point  of  talents,  in  the 
“democratic”  party,  in  the  senate,  and  no  superior,  in 
either  party,  as  a correct  and  w orthy  gentleman.  If  he 
was  an  "ostler"*  it  is  to  his  credit  that  he  is  a senatou. 
What  was  the  president  of  the  United  States?  What 
Greene,  the  right  arm  of  Washington,  what  p'ranklin, 
what  Sherman — what  Clay,  whai  Webster,  w'wU  thou- 
sands of  others,  the  ornaments  of  the  past  age,  and  mar- 
kers of  the  present? 

We  notice  these  miserable  things  only  to  haml  ilow  n 
to  posterity  a type  of  the  ouganized  press  of  the  ]>re- 
.sent  day — a pvess  that  is  regulated  by  the  enjoynient  of 
reward  or  fear  of  punishment — and  which,  within  the 
last  five  years,  has  furnished  more  public  officers  than 

*Ilissaid  that  this  appellation  is  given  to  Mr.  E.  because 
that,  while  a youth,  he  occasionally  aiiended  to  the  horses  of 
travellers  who  stopped  at  his  father’s  iiui — and  so  it  seems  that 
he  had  a father,  a matter  of  some  importance  in  these  days  of 
fhgnity!  But  we  have  always  nndtrstood  that  Mr.  E.  hewed  his 
way  to  the  eminence  which  he  has  leached;  and,  by  Ihe  use  of 
bis  axe,  provided  tlie  means  for  cultivating  his  mind. 


I was  siipjdied  by  the  whole  press  of  the  United  States, 

I from  tlie  adoption  of  the  constitution  up  to  that  time. 
And  it  should  be  carefully  noted,  that  tliese,  and  sncli  as 
these,  are  the  exclusive  “dkmui  u.vts”  of  the  day!  This 
jn  ess,  too,  is  iiiucb  under  the  control  paper-black ers, 
w ho 

“Left  their  country  for  their  country’s  good,” 
foreign  jiatriols,  of  the  school  of  Thistlenvooil  or  Cobbett. 
But  we  ought,  pei  liaps,  to  be  very  delicate  on  ibis  jiar- 
ticuhir  subject,  seeing  the  “(ilobe”  has  ascertained  that 
we  ourselves  were  recently  imported  from  Europe! — 
though  our  fathers  were  amoug  those  who  first  settled 
the  woodlands  of  Penn. 

A public  dinner  was  given  by  the  young  men  of  Phi- 
ladelphia to  Mr.  Southard,  one  of  the  senators  from 
New  Jersey,  on  the  20(h  inst.  The  party  exceeded  300, 
and  there  were  many  invited  guests,  innong  them  tho 
mayor  of  the  city,  w ilh  Mr.  .fohn  Sergeant,  and  others. 
When  Mr.  Southard  was  comjilimenled,  he  addressed 
the  ])arty  at  consitlerable  length,  of  which  the  Umted 
Stales  Gazette  says — 

“The  clo.-e  of  tlie  speech  was  a splendid  effort  of  eloquence 
— worliiy  the  occasion — and  worthy  the  high  fame  of  the  speak- 
er. li  had  a thrilling  and  electric  iiitlueiice  on  the  audience, 
who  started  at  the  clofc  us  if  a trumpei  had  sounded  a charge. 
The  deafening  applause,  and  the  general  cheeritigs,  showed 
that  Mr.  Southard  had  reached  the  hearts  of  his  auditors;  they 
fell  the  iiifliifiice  of  a master  hand,  and  they  responded  like 
men  and  patriots.” 

Great  meetings  of  the  people  are  yet  held  at  many 
places  to  memorialize  congress  for  relief.  We  notice 
two  especially — one  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  the  other 
at  Lexington,  Kentucky.  The  present  state  of  things 
allows  time  enough  to  attend  to  such  meetings,  and  to 
brood  over  lost  prosperity. 

"We  flattered  ourselves  that  Mr.  Barry  would  obtain 

the mission  to  Russia,  but  have  been  disappointed. 

AVe  yesterday  received  two  notices  of  discontinuance 
from  two  old  and  fast  friends,  one  in  Kentucky,  the  other 
in  Pennsylvania,  because  of  the  gi*eat  irregularity  and 
wretched  uncertainty,  that  attends  the  transmission  of 
the  Registeu.  We  are  without  remedy,  and  must  en- 
dure the  work  of  “reform,”  as  it  operates  in  several  dis- 
tricts of  the  United  States.  Of  other  places,  where  a 
faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  has  been  chiefly  regard- 
ed, we  have  no  right  to  complain. 

A commiilce  of  citizens  of  New  York  have  made  a 
statement  of  facts  as  to  the  “seizure  of  the  arsenal”  in 
this  city,  on  the  3<l  day  of  the  late  election — but  not  hav- 
ing published  the  highly  colored  and  strange  statement 
of  the  commissary-general,  or  the  proccedhigs  had  there- 
on in  the  legislature  of  the  state,  we  shall  not  copy  it. 
It  may  he  observed,  how  ever,  tliat  the  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  of  an  evidently  disciplined  band  of  rioters, 
prepared  with  supplies  of  slicks  and  stones  for  violent 
pnrpo.sos,  presents  us  with  a view  of  scenes  well  calcu- 
lated to  have  caused  an  :ippcal  to  the  use  of  arms,  in  sup- 
port of  the  city-police,  several  times  defeated  by  orga- 
nized hordes  of  unknown  and  irresponsible  persons,  un- 
less arrested  on  the  spot — the  greater  part  probably  be- 
ing non-residents;  and  these  also  manifestly  commenced 
the  attack  on  every  occasion,  when  a battle  ensued.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  mayor  at  the  arsenal,  his  request  that 
the  arms  might  be  restored,  &tc.  was  instantly  complied 
with,  'file  committee  do  not  hesitate  plainly  to  say  that 
many  of  the  statements  made  by  the  commissary-general 
are  “false” — that  they  are  ridiculous,  he  liimself  has  re- 
corded— in  his  report  of  the  proceedings. 

Having  in.serted  in  our  last  the  call  of  a meeting  at  the 
Columbian  Gardens  in  this  city,  of  young  men  willing  to 
pledge  “life,  foiitcne  and  sacred  honor”  in  support- 
ing the  president  "against  the  lawless  course  of  a fac- 
tious senate” — which  many  seem  to  have  thought  was 
a prelude  to  thunder  and  to  blood,  we  think  it  proper  to 
say,  that  the  aftair  resulted  in  the  passage  of  a few  ste- 
reotype-like resolutions.  The  meeting  is  said  to  have 
been  “numerous” — but  the  only  persons  whose  names 
appear  in  the  proceedings  are  .Jonathan  Fitch,  president, 
John  Delcher,  and  John  fVysham,  vice  presidents,  Joseph 
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Breck,  secretary,  and  Thomas  L.  Murphy^  Samuel  Har~ 
ker  and  Joseph  Break,  orators. 

The  New  Hampshire  Patriot,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Ta- 
ney, says:  “He  is  constitutionally  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, until  the  close  of  the  present  session— and  should 
the  opposition  senators  again  abuse  their  trust  by  reject- 
ing his  nomination,  the  president  can  put  him  in  office 
to  the  end  of  another  session,  and  ive  hope  he  ivill  do  it.” 

From  the  “Richmond  Whig”  of  May  10— Without 
this  bank  question,  they  ( theuohigs ) ivould  have  succeed- 
ed. Without  it,  we  should  have  been  in  a minority  in  the 
house  before  novo.”  \^Richmond  Enquirer. 

On  which  the  “Whig”  says — The  above  is  a most  precious 
confession  of  a Wasliington  correspondent  of  the  Enquirer,  and 
it  is  still  more  surprising  tliat  the  writer  should  have  received 
the  approbation  of  the  editor  of  the  Enquirer  in  giving  it  publi- 
city. He  certainly  must  have  mislaid  his  spectacles  at  ihe 
time.  It  gives  a clue  to  all  the  labored  efforts  of  that  gentle- 
man to  keep  up  the  cry  of  “bank,  bank,”  with  which  his  read- 
ers have  been  deafened.  It  is  an  admission  too  plain  to.  be 
misunderstood,  that  what  we  have  uniformly  alleged,  is  indu- 
bitably true,  that  the  pretended  claims  about  a violated  consti- 
tution, “the  monster,”  &c.  were  merely  used  as  a stalking 
horse  to  withdraw  attention  from  the  true  questions  w'hich  this 
veteran  politician  was  aware  were  wholly  indefensible.  A 
minority  has  always  been  viewed  by  the  school  to  which  our 
cotemporary  belongs,  with  a holy  horror.  It  has  hitherto  been 
in  his  eyes,  the  unpardonable  sin.  He  has,  however,  at  last, 
been  caught  in  one,  and  we  shall  see  with  what  dexterity  he 
will  slip  out  of  it.  But  we  forbear. 

The  following,  in  the  present  condition  of  things  and 
state  of  public  feeling,  may  be  considered  important — 
for  a belief  has  become  almost  universal  that  something 
will,  (because  that  it  seemingly  must),  be  done  to  relieve 
the  pecuniary  pressure  on  the  people,  which  threatens 
the  general  ruin  of  men  in  business,  unless  prevented  by 
a general  stoppage  of  payments!  We  have  never  seen 
or  felt  any  thing  like  the  present  pressure, and  it  is  be- 
coming every  day  worse  and  worse — and  hence  the  opi- 
nions of  such  a man  as  Mr.  Webster,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished in  the  nation,  and  at  the  head  of  the  financial 
committee  of  the  senate,  cannot  fail  of  being  received 
with  deep  interest  by  the  public. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  Wednesday  last. 

In  the  senate,  yesterday,  Mr.  Webster,  in  presenting  a paper 
from  tlie  wliigs  of  Lancaster,  (Pa.)  on  the  subject  of  the  effect 
of  the  illegal  and  unconstitutional  removal  of  the  public  depos- 
itee, expressed  pretty  much  at  large  liis  view's  of  the  -present  as- 
pect of  public  affairs,  as  well  as  of  the  prospect  for  the  future. 
In  doing  so,  he  recurred  to  the  views  which  he  had  e.xpressed 
early  in  this  session,  of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  con- 
trol assumed  by  the  executive  over  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  remedy  which  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  propose 
in  the  shape  of  a bill  for  renewing  for  a limited  time  the  charter 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  last  notice  he  had  given 
in  regard  to  this  bill,  he  said,  had  been  that  he  would  call  it  up 
on  the  21st  of  April.  But,  before  the  2lst  of  April  arrived,  the 
other  branch  of  the  legislature  had,  by  a decisive  vole,  destroyed 
the  existing  probability  of  such  a measure  receiving  the  sanction 
of  that  body.  The  executive  branch  being  also  known  to  be 
opposed  to  any  action  of  the  government  in  that  direction,  he 
had  thought  it,  and  he  now  thought  it,  unnecessary  to  press  that 
bill  upon  the  attention  of  the  senate.  When,  therefore,  if  ever, 
he  should  move  the  senate  to  take  it  up  for  consideration,  was 
at  present  wholly  uncertain. 

Mr.  W.  went  on  to  present  some  views,  in  his  usual  forcible 
and  impressive  manner,  of  the  general  subject  of  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  country.  He  stated  his  belief  that  the  con- 
viction was  becoming  universal,  even  among  tho.se  who  serious- 
ly wished  to  believe  otherwise,  that  the  “experiment,”  as  it  is 
authoritatively  as  well  as  familiarly  termed,  has  failed,  signally 
failed.  Whatever  casual  or  transitory  relief  circumstances 
might  produce  to  certain  parts  of  the  country  or  portions  of  the 
people,  yet,  if  no  remedy  be  interposed,  Mr.  W.  expressed  the 
opinion  that  such  a summer  and  autumn  are  to  be  passed 
through  as  the  whole  country  has  never  seen. 

He  demanded,  whether  the  friends  of  the  admini.stration  in 
congress  were  ready  to  break  up  and  go  home  without  atempt- 
ing  any  thing,  either  in  present  action,  or  in  prospect,  to  relieve 
the  country  from  its  suffering  condition.  He  believed,  for  his 
part,  that  they  were  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  con- 
science and  of  duty,  to  carry  throuirh  congress  some  measure  of 
effectual  relief.  The  evil  under  which  the  people  suffer,  springs 
from  no  external  misfortune:  it  is  from  within;  it  is  the  conse- 
quence either  of  bad  law  or  bad  administration  of  the  law.  It  is, 
Mr.  W.  argued,  a political  evil— a political  infliction,  one  which 
the  three  branches  of  the  government  could,  were  they  so  dis- 
posed, cure  in  a week.  This,  he  said,  was  a case  pressing  heavi- 
ly upon  the  consciences  of  those  who  produced  the  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  country.  We  (said  he)  have  not  removed  the 


deposites;  we  have  not  violated  the  law,  nor  broken  the  consti- 
tution. We,  on  the  contrary,  have  foretold  and  deprecated  the 
existing  consequences  of  that  measure;  yes,  foretold  them.  s«r 
long  ago  as  when  we  were  smiled  at  as  prophets  evil  or  prophets 
false,  and  the  mention  of  distress  was  the  provocative  to  sneers 
and  sarcasms  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side.  As  to  any 
law  of  congress  to  confirm  the  present  state  of  things,  it  would 
only  be  to  make  the  distress  perpetual;  it  would  only  be  to  give 
legal  countenance  to  that  which  is  already  an  extreme  evil. 
Mr.  W.  went  on  to  say,  that  no  man  in  either  house  could  be 
more  desirous  than  himself  fur  an  early  adjournment  of  coiv 
gress;  but  he  was  not  willing,  anxious  as  he  was  to  adjourn, 
until  those  who  hold  the  power  in  the  government  should  say 
that  they  have  nothing  to  propose  to  relieve  the  people.  In  a 
word,  upon  those  who  hold  the  power,  he  meant  to  leave  the 
respon.sibilily  for  the  present  stale  of  things. 

This  was  the  general  scope  of  Mr.  Webster’s  speech,  of  which 
we  take  this  brief  notice  in  anticipation,  because,  as  the  author 
of  the  project  for  extending  the  bank  charter,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  financial  commiuec  of  the  body  to  which  he  belongs,  the 
views  which  Mr.  W.  takes  of  things,  as  they  stand  at  the  pas»- 
ing  moment,  will  be  of  deep  interest  to  all  our  readers. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  May  22. 

Mr.  Clay  took  occasion,  yesterday',  in  presenting  to  the  senate 
some  memorials,  aitd  especially  one  from  Doj  leslown,  in  Bucks 
county.  Pa.  to  animadvert  seriously  for  the  most  part,  but  h) 
part  playfully,  to  the  present  stale  of  the  country.  Among  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  memorialists  is  one  which  Mr.  Clay 
said  he  most  decidedly  entertained  in  common  with  them,  that, 
after  the  Vote  by  one  branch  of  congress  that  the  removal  of  the 
deposites  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  was  unjustifiable  and 
iinconstiiulional,  it  was  the  duly  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry instantly  to  have  restored  the  deposites  to  the  place  from 
which  they  had  been  illegally  taken:  and  such,  he  said,  wou>d 
have  been  the  course  of  any  secretary  of  the  treasury  who  en- 
tertained a proper  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  his  own  judgment, 
and  of  the  respect  which  was  due  to  the  deliberate  opinion  of 
the  senate,  or  of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  such  a ques- 
tion as  this,  wherj  it  came  in  conflict  with  his  own.  Mr.  Clay 
added,  that  if  there  was,  in  either  house  of  congress,  a single 
individual  whose  private  judgment  approved  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposites  as  an  original  act,  independently  of  party  eonside- 
rations  or  posterior  circumstances,  he  had  yet  to  meet  with  that 
man. 

As  to  the  question  yesterday  addressed  by  the  senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  those  who  hold  the  jrower,  whether  they 
meant  to  adjourn  without  taking  any  measure  to  relieve  the 
country  from  its  present  suffering,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  verily  believ- 
ed that  they  do  not  know  what  to  do:  they  are  afraid  to  stay, 
and  afraid  to  return:  lliey  are  between  two  fires — afraid  of  Jack- 
son  if  they  remain,  and  of  their  constituents  if  they  go  home. 
If,  however,  they  mean  to  do  nothing  to  recover  possession  of 
the  public  treasure;  if  they  mean  to  do  nothing  to  relieve  the 
distress  whicli  pervades  the  country,  Mr.  C.  said  he  was  himself 
ready  to  concur  with  them  iti  fixing  the  earliest  practicable  day 
for  adjournment,  after  passing  the  bills  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  government. 

Wliat  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  contempt,  by  those 
in  power,  of  the  successive  evidences  of  public  opinion,  pre- 
sented from  day  to  day,  and  from  week  to  week,  it  was  easy  to 
foresee.  Already,  he  said,  the  whole  “party”  was  crumbling 
away;  sinking,  like  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  undermined  by 
the  torrent,  whole  acres  at  a time.  Why,  (said  Mr.  C.)  I am 
told  that  the  whole  regency  of  New  York,  taking  the  alarm,  has 
fled  from  Albany,  and  taken  refuge  in  this  city.  Whether  they 
would  or  would  not  be  redemanded  by  gov.  Marcy,  under  the 
laws  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  he  could  not  say:  but  if 
they  remained,  he  hoped  they  would  be  allowed  the  benefit  of 
all  the  rights  of  hospitality  due  to  such  distinguished  strangers. 
For  himself,  he  condoled  with  the  gentlemen,  in  this  the  trying 
time  of  their  misfortunes,  and  trusted  that  they  would  be  able 
to  bear  them  with  manly  fortitude  and  Christian  resignation. 

If  any  one  who  heard  this  part  of  Mr.  C’s  speech  was  able  to 
look  grave  upon  it,  thank  heaven,  it  was  not  we. 

In  the  course  of  Wednesday’s  debate,  Mr.  Clay  having  de- 
nounced, as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  con.sfitulion,  the  omis- 
sion of  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  nominate  to  llie  se- 
nate, for  confirmation  or  rejection,  tlic  present  secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  other  officers,  though  the  senate  has  been  now 
nearly  six  months  in  session;  Mr.  Webster  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  views  of  this  subject  entertained  by  the  great 
first  president  of  the  United  Slates,  and  practised  upon  by  e very 
administration  in  this  government,  np  to  the  beginning  of  the 
present.  For  this  purpose,  Mr.  W.  quoted  from  the  record  the 
following: 

Message  from  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  the  senate  of 
the  United  States. 

United  States,  February  9,  1790. 

Gentlemen  of  the  senate: 

Among  the  persons  appointed,  during  the  last  session,  to  offices 
under  the  national  government,  there  were  some  who  declined 
serving.  Their  names  and  offices  are  .specified  in  the  first  co- 
lumn of  the  foregoing  list.  I supplied  these  vacancies,  agreeably 
to  the  gonstitution,  by  temporary  appointments,  which  you  will 
find  mentioned  in  the  second  column  of  the  list.  These  appoint- 
ments will  expire  with  your  present  session,  and  indeed  ought 
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ROT  TO  ENDURE  LONGER  THAN  UNTIL  OTHERS  CAN  BE  REGULAR- 
LY HADE.  For  tliat  purpose,  1 now  nominate  to  you  the  persons 
named  in  the  third  column  of  the  list,  as  being,  in  my  opinion 
qualified  to  fill  the  offices  opposite  to  their  names  in  the  first. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 

]\Ir.  JJ'ise,  Mr.  Jo/m  Quincy  Adams.,  Mr.  T/iomas,  of 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Finc/cney  and  Mr.  JMurphey,  iiave  been 
appointed  a select  committee  in  the  house  of  representa. 
lives,  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  carry- 
ing into  operation  the  resolution  of  the  revolutionary 
congress,  concerning  the  erection  of  a monument  at 
Yorktown. 

Mr.  Foot,  on  being  Installed  governor  of  Connecticut, 
sent  a valuable  message  to  the  legislature,  from  which  we 
intend  to  make  libei*al  extracts. 

The  “Arkansas  Gazette”  of  April  29  informs  us  that 
the  cholera  still  prevailed  among  the  Chei^okee  emi- 
grants— and  that  60,  out  of  a party  of  550,  had  died  of  it. 
Eight  deaths  had  happened  and  40  new  cases  occurred,  in 
a party  of  140  recruits  for  the  7lh  infantry,  just  arrived. 
Ten  or  twelve  jiersons  had  died  on  board  of  one  steam- 
boat from  New  Orleans,  and  the  decease  of  several  of  the 
citizens  of  the  territory  is  mentioned;  but  no  case  of 
cholera  had  yet  ajipeared  at  Little  Rock. 

A letter  from  Manchester,  Miss,  dated  April  20,  states 
that  1 16  cases  of  cholera  had  occurred  during  one  week  on 
the  plantation  of  Mr.  Roache,  six  miles  from  that  place. 

The  following  account  of  an  unusual  incident  is  ex- 
tracted from  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  United  States 
Gazette,  from  his  correspondent  in  Washington,  dated 
May  12th: 

“Wc  had  a curious  occurrence  to  day,  in  the  senate  chiim- 
ber.  A person  in  one  of  the  galleries,  having  the  appearance  of 
a preacher,  suddenly  shouted  out  from  the  front  of  the  gallery, 
just  as  Mr.  Wcb.ster  was  engaged  in  the  presentation  of  a me- 
morial—‘.My  friends,  the  country  is  on  the  brink  of  destruction. 
Be  sure  that  you  .act  on  correct  principles.  I warn  you  to  act 
as  your  consciences  may  approve.  God  is  looking  down  upon 
you,  and  if  you  act  on  correct  principles  you  will  get  safely 
through!’  As  soon  as  he  made  an  end  of  this  brief  oration,  he 
very  leisurely  stepped  back,  and  nrade  his  way  out  of  the  galle- 
ry, before  the  officers  of  the  house  had  time  to  reach  him.  The 
president  and  senate  were  all  taken  unawares — and  it  was  some 
time  before  the  usual  tranquillity  of  the  body  and  spectators 
was  restored.” 

A true  bill.  Mr.  Webster  was  on  his  feet  at  the  time,  making 
some  remarks  on  presenting  a memorial.  He  was  as  much  sur 
prised,  of  course,  as  any  body,  at  this  extraordinary  interrup- 
tion. When  the  shrill  voice  of  the  enthusiast  ceased,  IMr.  W. 
coolly  resumed  the  thread  of  his  remarks,  saying,  “As  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  gallery  had  concluded,  he  would  proceed.” 

[Nat.  Int. 

Tbc  “Globe”  speaking  of  the  probability  of  a charter 
for  a new  bank  passing  congress,  says — 

“We  believe  that  none  could  now  pass  either  house  of  con- 
gress. We  know  it  could  not  unite  two-thirds  of  both  houses. 
If  it  could  pass  the  two  houses,  a band  (a  Spartan  band,  if  it 
must  he  so),  uKtuld  rally  around  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and 
defend  this  battlement  of  the  constitution  to  the  last  extremity.’* 

A “Spartan  band.”  We  have  had  enough  of  them! 

In  another  number  of  the  “Globe”  it  is  said — 

“The  bank  h.as  been  conquered  by  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  as  all  candid  men  will  soon  acknowledge.  Having  ac- 
complished his  great  object,  the  president  will  calmly  await  the 
day  when  the  mists  raised  by  deluded  and  bad  men  shall 
vanish,  and  his  conduct  appear  to  all  his  countrymen  as  not 
only  constitutional  and  lawful,  but  wise  and  expedient.” 

The  Alexandria  Gazette  says — 

“The  Richmond  Enquirer  still  dares  to  hope  (we  use  its  own 
expression)  that  general  Jackson  will  veto  the  Cumberland 
road  bill,  if  it  passes  the  house  of  representatives.  How  6o/d 
the  Enquirer  is!  It  dares  to  hope!.'” 

The  treaty  with  C/iili  as  approved  by  the  senate,  was 
proclaimed  by  the  president  on  the  29th  ult.  The  fol- 
lowing abstract  of  its  provisions,  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  the  Baltimore  “American,”  may  serve  all  or- 
dinary purposes: 

The  new  convention  with  Chili,  recently  ratified  by  the 
United  States  senate,  has  been  officially  promulgated.  It  con- 
sists of  thirty-oue  original,  and  four  explanatory  articles. 

The  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  two  countries  with 
each  other,  are  put  on  the  footing  of  those  of  the  most  favored 


nations,  and  every  subsequent  grant,  by  either,  to  other  na- 
tions, is  to  become  common  to  the  other,  as  though  specially 
granted— freely,  if  given  freely,  or  on  the  same  terms  if  com- 
pensation is  tequired.  The  republic  of  Chili  reserves  out  of 
this  stipulation  its  existing  treaties  with  other  South  American 
governments  and  with  Mexico,  and  both  parties  except  their 
own  coasting  trade. 

The  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  articles  provide  for  the  security  of 
the  property  of  the  citizens  of  either  country  in  the  other, 
against  embargoes,  or  impressment  for  military  purposes,  with- 
out indemnification,  for  protection  and  aid  in  their  harbors, 
against  pirates  or  other  enemies,  or  in  distress,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  property  carried  by  pirates  into  the  ports  of  either,  and 
for  exempting  the  cargoes  of  wrecked  and  damaged  vessels  of 
either  party,  not  intended  for  consumption  in  the  country,  from 
all  duties  and  imposts. 

The  right  of  disposing  of  personal  estate  is  secured  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  either  party  in  the  territory  of  the  other,  according  to 
the  laws  which  regulate  the  properly  of  its  own  citizens;  and 
successions,  by  testament  or  from  inte-utates,  follow  the  same 
rules.  In  the  case  of  real  estate,  three  years  is  given  to  alien 
heirs  to  dispose  of  it,  and  withdraw  the  proceeds.  Security  of 
property,  free  access  to  the  courts,  and  liberty  of  religious  wor- 
ship are  mutually  guarantied  to  the  resident  citizens  of  either. 

From  article  12  to  24  inclusive,  relate  to  the  questions  of  neu- 
tral commerce,  contraband  and  blockade. 

They  establish  succinctly  that  free  ships  make  free  goods; 
that  commerce  in  time  of  war  shall  be  free  to  neutrals,  direct 
to  the  ports  of  the  enemies  of  either,  and  from  port  to  port;  and 
that  on  board  of  the  ships  of  neutrals,  every  thing  is  free,  (con- 
traband excepted);  although  the  whole  or  part  of  the  lading  be- 
long to  belligerents.  The  same  principle  of  protection  extends 
to  persons,  except  officers  or  soldiers  in  .actual  service;  it  fur- 
ther limits  the  benefit  of  this  protection  to  the  property  and  per- 
sons of  belligerents,  who  acknowledge  the  same  principles. 

An  alternative  stipulation  is  made,  that  when  the  neutral  flag 
protects  the  property  of  the  belligerent,  the  ting  of  the  bellige- 
rent shall  not  protect  neutral  property,  and  e converso — where 
the  neutral  flag  does  dot,  the  enemy’s  flag  shall. 

Article  14  defines  what  shall  be  contraband.  Contraband 
does  not  subject  the  vessel  or  cargo  to  eonliseation,  except  of 
the  contraband  articles,  nor  to  detetition,  if  those  articles  are 
given  up  on  demand.  Sufficient  notice  of  blockades  is  to  be 
given,  and  vessels  entering  or  departing  are  to  be  warned,  and 
liable  to  confiscation  only  on  persisting  in  spite  of  warning  and 
notice. 

Captains  of  armed  vessels  are  made  personally  liable  for  all 
extortion  or  ill  treatment  in  searching  for  contraband,  and  no 
commander  of  a merchant  vessel  is  to  be  summoned  on  board 
of  an  armed  vessel.  When  vessels  are  under  convoy,  the  word 
of  honor  of  the  commander  of  the  convoy  is  to  be  taken  as  final 
evidence  of  the  character  and  cargoes  of  the  merchant  vessels 
under  his  charge.  Mutual  stipulations  are  made  for  the  regula- 
tion of  prize  cases,  that  the  reasons  for  condemnation  in  each 
case  may  be  fully  stated,  and  authentic  evidence  furnished  to 
the  party. 

In  case  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Chili,  a speci- 
fic time  is  to  be  allowed  to  resident  merchants  to  wind  up  their 
affairs,  and  safe  conduct  given  them.  Persons  of  other  occu- 
pations may  remain,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  respon- 
sible for  their  personal  conduct  towards  the  state.  No  debts  or 
property  to  be  consecrated  or  sequestrated. 

A series  of  articles  provides  for  the  reception  and  treatment 
of  ministers,  and  their  powers,  and  those  of  consuls. 

Deserters  from  public  and  private  vessels  are  to  be  given  up 
to  the  consuls.  An  explanatory  article  except  slaves  as  such, 
serving  in  any  capacity  in  our  vessels. 

The  other  explanatory  articles  are  not  important,  only  mak- 
ing more  explicit  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  original  articles. 

The,  treaty  is  to  continue  for  twelve  years,  and  to  be  termina 
ble  then  and  thereafter  only  on  a previous  notice  of  twelve 
months. 

The  present  licentiousness  of  the  French  drama  is 
thus  summarily  described  in  the  London  Quarterly  Re- 
view: 

“We  have  specially  noticed  ten  plays.  In  them,  w'e  find, 
that,  of  the  female  characters,  cigAf  are  adultresses,five  are  pros- 
titutes of  various  ranks,  and  six  are  victims  of  seduction,  of 
whom  two  are  brought  to  bed  almost  on  the  stage.  Four  mo- 
thers are  in  love  with  their  sons,  or  sons-in-law,  and  in  three 
instances  the  crime  is  complete.  Eleven  persons  are  murdered 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  their  paramours;  and  in  six  of  these 
pieces,  the  prominent  male  characters  are  bastards  and  found- 
lings; and  all  this  accumulation  of  horrors  is  congregated  in  ten 
plays  of  two  authors,  produced  within  the  last  three  years  in 
the  city  of  Paris. 

The  British  drama  is  not  much  better,  as  we  learn  by 
the  following  extract  from  the  same  work' — 

“We  fear  that  in  London  the  minor  theatres,  which  are  not 
subjected  to  the  license,  have  already  shown  an  alarming  disre- 
gard of  delicacy;  and  even  in  the  larger  theatres,  the  licenser  is, 
we  believe,  very  reluctant  to  use  a power,  the  exercise  of  which 
sucjects  him  to  personal  odium  and  public  complaint.  The 
matter  is  of  more  extent  and  importance  than  we  can  here  de- 
velope;  hut  we  trust  we  have  said  enough  to  call  public  atten- 
tion to  what  may  become  with  ourselves  a very  important  con- 
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^deration,  and  which  assuredly  is  already  a siihject  of  intense 
anxiety  to  every  one  who  wishes  for  ihe  establishment  and  con- 
tinuance of  a moral  and  orderly  {lovernrnent  in  tliat  great  coun- 
try, which,  from  its  position  ami  its  power,  must  exercise  so 
great  and  so  exemplaiy  an  influence,  eiilicr  for  good  or  for  evil, 
over  the  rest  of  the  European  world.” 

At  these  minor  tlieatres  we  Inive  often  heard  disgust- 
ing accounts  of  the  display  of  beautiful  women,  nearly 
naked,  and  in  positions  and  circumstances  tliat  tempt 
persons  to  all  the  crimes  stated  against  the  French  dra- 
matical pieces. 

— •»+G  ® ®4«»— 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS-FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  16.  The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  I 
to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports, 
approved  July  14,  1832,”  was  read  the  second  time,  consider- 
ed and  passed  to  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a lateral  rail 
road  between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  and 

Mr.  Chambers  moved  as  an  amendment  of  the  hill  to  insert 
a proviso,  giving  to  the  postmaster  general  the.  power  of  Icrmi- 
nating  the  contract  with  the  rail  road  company  for  transporting 
tlie  United  States  mail,  and  to  transport  the  mail  in  some  other 
mode. 

Mr.  Hendricks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a proviso 
prohibiting  the  company  from  cliarging  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, or  its  mail  contractor,  tolls  for  the  passage  on  the  mad  of 
any  cars  or  other  veliicles  in  wliich  they  may  transport  the 
mail. 

Mr.  Chambers  opposed  this  on  the  ground  of  its  injustice  and 
impracticahility;  and,  after  some  remarks  in  reply  by  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, the  latter  gentleman  withdrew  his  amendment  until  the 
fate  of  that  moved  by  Mr.  Chambers  should  be  determined;  and 
then  the  senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 

May  19.  The  chair  communicated  three  reports  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury;  the  first  shewing  the  amount  of  public 
money  remaining  in  the  bank  of  Alexandria  at  the  time  of  its 
failure;  tlie  second  .shewing  tlie  numb  - r and  ainoimt  of  transfer 
draughts  that  have  been  drawn  on  the  bank  of  the  United  .States, 
and  the  purposes  for  which  they  have  been  applied;  and  tlie 
third  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  deposite  hanks,  since  the  1st  of  February  last; 
wliich 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  they  were  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A memorial  remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Ewing,  from  the  citizens  of  Belruoiu  county,  Ohio— read,  refer- 
red, &c. 

The  cAair  presented  a memorial  from  citizens  of  Bergen  coun- 
ty, New  Jersey,  approving  of  tlie  cour.se  of  the  executive  in  re- 
lation to  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites;  wliich,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  was  read,  referred.  See. 

Mr.  IFii&ms  reported  a bill  remitting  Hie  duties  on  five  hell.s 
imported  for  the  Roman  Catholic  church  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri; 
twice  read  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

On  motioM  of  Mr.  Bibb  a resolution  w'as  agreed  to  instructing 
the  committee  on  military  affairs  to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency 
of  giving  suitable  testimonials  to  major  George  Croghan  and  the 
officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  de- 
fence of  Fort  Sandusky,  during  the  last  war. 

Mr.  Bibb  also  submitted  a resolution,  wliich  was  agreed  to, 
inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  tlie  recording  of 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  before  tliey  are 
delivered  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  SpragMc  submitted  a resolution  calling  for  ceilain  infor- 
mation as  to  the  amount  of  claims  under  ihe  late  treaty  with 
France,  &c. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Indian 
department  for  the  year  1834,  w:is  twice  read  and  referred. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  purchase  ofl3copie.s  of 
American  state  papers,  published  by  Gales  &.  Seaton,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  report  on  the  contested  election  of  a senator  for  Rhode 
Island,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  iii- 
soly«nt  debtors,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in  commiltee 
of  the  whole,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order,  being  the  bill  to  aid  in  tlie  construction  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Washington  rail  road.  An  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Chambers  was  pending,  which  after  a few  words  from  Mr. 
Grundy  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Chambers  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
■the  clause  providing  that  the  rail  road  should  carry  the  mail  for 
a compensation  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars  a year,  and  insert- 
ing a provision  that  it  shall  be  carried  free  of  charge  for  twen- 
ty years;  which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hendricks  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  limiting 
•tlie  period  to  20  years,  and  to  insert  words  extending  it  to  tlie 
full  term  of  the  coniiiiuance  thereof. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  modify  Mr.  Hendric/es  amendment  so  as 
to  extend  the  time  to  30  years;  wl'icii  modification  was  nega- 
tived vvUiiout  division. 


Mr.  Chambers  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  Hien  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decid- 
ed ill  tlie  affirmative,  as  follows; 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen, Grundy,  Heiidrieks,  Hill,  Kane, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Morris,  Naiidain,  Porter,  Premiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Sliepley,  Silsbee,  i?milh,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlin- 
son, Tyler,  Waggamaii,  Webster,  W^liite,  Wilkin.s — 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Kent,  McKean, 
Tijiton — 6. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clav,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghiiysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Naudaiii.  Por- 
ter, Prentiss, Rohliins, Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift, 
Tonilirison,  Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkiii.s— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Mangum,  Morris,  Preston,  Sliepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tyler,  White — 20. 

J'lie  bill  was  then  passed;  and  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  20.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  disapprov- 
ing ot  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kins, from  certain  anti  masonic  citizens  of  Pittsbnrglt,  Pa.;  by 
Mr.  Webster,  from  citizens  of  Columbia,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, Pa.  [this  memorial  also  condemns  the  late  exectitive 
protest];  by  Mr.  Mangum,  from  citizens  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.;  which 
were  severally  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  — — county,  Nortli  Carolina,  expressing  approbation  of 
the  measures  of  tlie  administration  generally,  and  particularly 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposites — which  was  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a memorial  from  tire  principal  chiefs 
and  (hdegates  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  ntid  moved  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Indian  afiairs,  and  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Forsyth  opposed  the  reference;  when  a debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Clayton  and  Clay,  look  part. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  that  the  paper  be  not  received,  and 
asked  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  Sprague,  Freling- 
huysen and  Clayton,  the  qtiestion  on  receiving  the  paper  was  ta- 
ken. and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh, 
Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Webster— 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Forsyth,  White— 3. 

Tlie  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  E'ving  suluMitted  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  placing  the  postage  on  periodical  pamphlets  and  nevv- 
papers  on  the  same  footing. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  21 . Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  disapprov- 
ing of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  praying  relief  from  the 
])resent  embarrassed  slate  of  the  currency,  were  presented — by 
VTr.  Webster,  three  memorials,  the  first  from  Otsego  county. 
New  York,  the  second  from  Brockport,  Monroe  county.  New 
York,  and  Hie  third  from  Piltsford,  New  York,  [fit  presenting 
these  memorials,  Mr.  Webster  observed,  that  they  represented 
that  the  memorialists  were  nearly  without  a market  for  the 
fruits  and  products  of  tlieir  industry  and  skill,  in  consequence 
of  eonfnlence  being  destroyed;  that  the  merchant  could  not  col 
lect  his  debts,  tlie  mechanic  could  find  no  market  for  the  pro- 
duct of  his  labor;  the  farmer  could  no  longer  obtain  a reasona- 
ble price  for  his  agricultural  products;  that  the  manufacturer 
is  obliged  to  curtail  his  business  or  relinquish  it  altogether,  by 
reason  whereof  many  laboring  men  were  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. 'Phat  the  value  of  real  estale  had  declined;  loans  were 
not  now  to  be  obtained  on  mortgages;  ruinous  discounts  were 
charged  on  mercantile  paper  varying  from  20  to  40  per  sent,  and 
that  the  bank  was  unable  to  afford  the  necessary  discount]— by 
Mr.  Ewing,  two  papers  containing  additional  names  to  the  me- 
morial heretofore  presented  from  Athens  county,  Ohio;  by  the 
same,  two  memorials,  one  from  Huron  and  the  other  from 
Green  county,  in  the  same  stale;  by  Mr.  McKean,  the  proceed- 
ings of  a public  meeting  in  Luzerne  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Leigh, 
from  a large,  number  of  citizens  of  Jefferson  county,  Va.;  by 
?»Tr.  Clay,  six  memorials  from  Huntingdon  comity.  Pa.;  also, 
the  proceedings  of  a large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Doylestown,  in  the  same  state;  and  also  a memorial 
from  sundry  citizens  of  Seneca  Falls,  New  York. 

Mr.  Clay  accompanied  the  presentation  of  these  memorials 
with  some  appropriate  remark.^!,  and  was  followed  in  debate  by 
Messrs.  Forsyth,  Webster,  Tyler,  Benton  and  Leigh,  after  which, 
the  memoriais  were  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  22.  Memorial-:,  &.C.  complainina  of  the  pecuniary  dis- 
tres.ses,  ascribing  them  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  and  pray- 
ing for  their  restoration,  were  presented,  by  Mr.  McKean,  from 
662  citizens  of  Cumberland  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  CZay,  from  1,500 
or  1,600  citizens  of  Montgomery  county,  Pa.;  [a  fifth  of.  whom 
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weit^,  iiiilil  recenliy,  liiendly  lo  the  udminislralion];  which 
were  read,  referred,  &C. 

On  motioti  of  Mr.  White,  the  aenato  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business  at  20  minutes  past  12;  and  when 
the  doors  were  opened,  it  was  agreed,  when  the  senate  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  and  resolution  on  the  pension  agency,  &c.  was 
postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  following  bills  were  read  a third  time  and  passed: 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States.” 

A bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  approved 
July  14,  18.12.” 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Sprague  then  moved  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  on  a previous  day,  and  having  modified  it  so  as 
to  read  us  follows,  it  was  adopted: 

That  the  commissioners  under  the  late  treaty  with  France  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  senate  a list  of  all  the  claims 
which  have  been  presented  to  them,  together  with  the  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  claimed  by  the  memorialists  in  each 
case,  and  the  aggregate,  arranging  into  classes  those  which  have 
been  recognized  as  falling  within  the  treaty;  those  which  have 
been  suspended,  and  those  which  have  been  rejected. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  the  Michigan  territory,  and  thir- 
teen others  of  a private  or  local  character,  w'ere  severally 
acted  on  in  committee,  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  Mars’  Hill  military  road,  in  the 
state  of  Maine,  was  taken  up,  amended,  and,  after  considerable 
discussion,  without  any  final  action  on  it,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  16.  After  suspending  the  rules  to  enable  Mr. 
Stewart  to  make  a motion  to  lay  Mr.  Mardis’  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  a discussion  being  had  on  the  several  questions  of 
order  which  incidentally  occurred, 

Mr.  Murdis  withdrew  his  resolution,  and  Mr.  Coruin  the 
amendment  which  he  had  made  thereto. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  harbor  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken  up  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  after  considerable  progress  being  made  there- 
in, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gamble,  of  Georgia,  the  committee  rose 
and  repotted  the  bill  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Ohio,  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  vote 
postponing  the  further  consideration  of  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment; but  before  any  action  was  had  upon  his  motion,  the 
house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  May  17.  Mr.  R,  M.  Johnson  made  a report  favora- 
ble to  the  continuance  of  the  West  Point  academy  on  its  pre- 
sent footing. 

Mr.  Pinckney  reported  a bill  in  addition  to  an  act  passed  on 
the  I3th  July,  1832,  entitled  an  act  concerning  tonnage  duty  in 
Spanish  vessels— twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Thompson’s  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  postponing  the 
question  of  adjournment,  being  announced,  as  the  unfinished 
business,  was  taken  up,  and,  after  a desultory  discussion  there- 
on, was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  McComas,  of  Va.  asked  leave  to  offer  a resolution,  au- 
thorising an  appropriation  to  be  made  for  a subscription  of  stuck 
lo  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  James  river  canal. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  McComas  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rule;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  house  adopted  a resolution 
granting  a right  of  way  through  lands  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail 
road  company. 

The  harbor  appropriation  bill  was  again  taken  up  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  amended  and  reported  to  the  house. 

The  fortification  bill  was  taken  up  in  committee,  when  a dis 
cussion  ensued  on  a motion  to  strike  out  “an  appropriation  for 
a fort  onThrogs  Neck,  East  river.  New  York,  of  $100,000;”  and 
also  “for  a fort  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana,  $50,000;”  before  a 
decision  was  had,  the  committee  rose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer  it  was  resolved  that  the  house  ad- 
journ on  Thursday  next  over  to  the  following  Monday,  in  order 
that  the  hall  might  be  cleansed,  the  carpet  taken  up,  and  a cover- 
ing of  matting  substituted  in  its  place. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Monday,  May  19.  The  memorial  from  inhabitants  of  Savan- 
nah, Georgia,  approving  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  coming 
up  as  the  unfinished  business — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IFdync,  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ontario  county,  N.  York, 
with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  them  remonstrating  auainsl  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  coming  up — 

Mr.  Dickson  addressed  the  house  at  large  on  the  general  bank 
subject:  after  which,  on  his  motion,  the.  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Anthony,  who,  on  the  last  petition  day,  had  presented  a 
memorial  from  Lycoming  county,  in  favor  of  a recharter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  addressed  the  house,  and  discussed 
various  topics  relating  to  the  general  politics  of  the  country. 


especially  as  agitated  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  A.  had  extensive 
notes,  and  said  that  his  purpose  whs  to  touch  on  a few  points 
only,  and  then  to  move  that  his  speech  be  printed,  together  with 
the  memorial.  He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Va.  now  moved  that  the  memorial  presented  by 
him,  on  the  last  petition  day,  from  his  own  district,  adverse  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  together  with  the  resolutions  which 
he  had  offered,  disapproving  the  reasons  of  the  secretary,  Stc. 
be  postponed  to  this  day  week;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Memorials,  &c.  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  deposites, 
&c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  from  citizens  of  Luzerne 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galbraith,  from  a public  meeting  in  Erie 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Laportc,from  citizens  of  Susquehannah 
county,  Pa.;  by  the  same,  two  memorials,  the  one  signed  by 
1,049  persons  and  the  other  by  about  400,  all  citizens  of  Brad- 
ford county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Binncy,  from  citizens  of  Lj-coming 
county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Mcister,  from  a whig  meeting  in  the  borough 
of  Columbia,  Lancaster  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Ramsay,  from  citi- 
zens of  Bucks  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Derm;/,  from  a meeting  of 
anti-masruis  at  Pittsburgh;  by  Mr.  Barnitz,  from  citizens  of  York 
county,  Im.;  by  Mr.  Milligan,  (supplementary  signatures  to  a 
memorial  he  had  formerly  presented  from  citizens  of  Delaware); 
by  Mr.  McKim,  (instructions  from  240  citizens  of  the  first  five 
wards  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  instructing  him  to  vote  for  a re- 
charter of  the  bank);  by  Mr.  Lucas,  of  Va.  from  citizens  of  Ids 
district:  by  Mr.  Loyall,  from  400  citizens  of  Norfolk  county,  Va.; 
by  Mr.  Speight,  two  memorials,  the  one  from  the  northern  coun- 
ties of  N.  Carolina  and  the  other  from  citizens  of  Wake  county, 
in  the  same  state;  by  Mr.  Hardin,  of  Ky.  from  600  citizens  of 
his  district;  by  Mr.  Love,  from  citizens  of  Madison  county,  Ky.; 
by  Mr.  Allan,  from  citizens  ofClark  county,  Ky.;  by  Mr.  Vance, 
from  860  voters  of  Green  county,  Ohio;  also  twenty-one  peti 
tions  signed  by  900  voters  of  Clark  county,  in  the  same  state; 
[these,  Mr.  V.  stated,  had  been  four  weeks  in  his  hands,  and 
were  now  jiresonted  at  the  first  moment  an  opportunity  offer- 
ed]; by  Mr.  Pattenson,  from  Richland  coiinly,  Ohio;  by  Mr. 
Whiltlesey,  from  citizen.*  of  his  di.strict;  by  Mr.  Vinton,  two  me- 
morials from  citizens  of  his  district  in  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Hell,  from 
1,300  voters  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Duncan,  proceed- 
ings of  a meeting  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  and  threr;  memo- 
rials signed  by  1,300  citizens  of  the  same  county— all  which 
were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the 
deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Beaumont,  from  a meet- 
ing in  Luzerne  county,  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Galbraith,  ftorna  public 
meeting  in  Erie  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Laporte,  the  proceedings 
of  seven  public  meetings  held  in  the  17th  congressional  district 
of  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Burd,  from  Columbia  county.  Pa.;  by  the  same 
from  Cambria  county.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Stewart,  from  Fayette  coun 
ty.  Pa.;  by  Mr.  Miller,  from  310  citizens  of  Adams  county.  Pa.; 
by  the  spen/ccr,  resolutions  of  a meeting  held  in  Newcastle, 
Delaware;  by  Mr.  Shane,  of  Ohio,  from  his  district;  by  Mr. 
Patterson,  from  a meeting’ in  Huron  county,  Ohio — also  by  the 
same  from  100  voters  of  Seneca  enmity,  in  the  same  state;  by 
Mr.  Corivin  from  a meeting  in  Warren  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  from  Zanesville,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Duncan,  from  a meeting 
in  Morgan  county,  Illinois;  by  Mr.  /'frinimer,  frotn  two  meetings 
in  Fife  and  Donne  counties,  Mississippi — read,  referred,  8ic. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garland,  an  inquiry  was  in-tituled  as  to 
the  expediency  of  making  an  appropiiaiion  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  a raft  in  the  bayou  Pigeon,  one  of  the  outlets  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May  20.  Mr.  Polk  reported  a bill  for  the  reappro- 
priation (if  an  unexpended  balance  of  a former  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims  for  the  years  1792, 
’93  and  ’94,  and 

Mr.  Pierce  reported  a bill  making  appropriations  for  marine 
hospitals  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  other  places:  which  bills 
were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Horace  Everett,  made  a detailed  and  able  report,  accom- 
panied by  the  three  following  bill.*,  viz; 

1.  To  provide  for.  the  organization  of  the  department  ol  Indian 
affairs. 

2.  To  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

3.  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  the  western  territory, 
and  for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and  other 
Indian  tribes  therein. 

Which  hill.(  were  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed  to  the  cominiltee  of  the  whole  house,  and  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered  lo  be  printed  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  Robert  P.  Letcher  and  Thomas  P.  Moore,  esqs. 
have  leave  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this  house,  in  defence  of 
their  respective  claims  to  a seat  in  this  house. 

Mr.  Jones  then  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority’ of  the  cnmmiUe.e  on  elections. 

Objection*  havini!  been  made,  the  house  decided  that  the  re- 
port should  be  read  69  to  57.  It  was  then  read  through,  and 
Mr.  Banks,  moved  that  the  reports  and  resolutions  of  the  ma- 
jority and  minority  be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole — 
negatived,  yeas  84,  nays  106. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  first  te.solution  with  which 
the  majority’s  report  concludes,  declaring  Thomas  P.  Moore 
duly  elected. 
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Mr.  Banks  moved  ilie  fo!lo\vinc[  amendment  thereto:  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  “resolved,”  and  insert — “That  all  the 
iegal  votes  which  were  received  in  Lancaster,  (Garrard  county), 
whilst  Morris  Grant,  esq.  acted  as  one  of  the  judges,  on  the  first 
nrorning  of  the  election  in  August  last,  and  those  of  a like 
character  given  on  the  second  day  of  the  election,  in  the  casual 
absence  of  the  sheriff,  ought  to  be  estimated  in  ascertaining  the 
result  of  the  election.” 

Mr.  Briggs  called  for  the  reading  of  the  minority’s  report,  the 
other  having  been  read. 

Mr.  Fillmore  thought  the  reading  was  called  for  as  a matter 
of  strict  justice,  the  other  having  been  twice  read. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  finally  agreed  to;  and,  after 
having  been  partly  gone  through  with,  the  further  reading  was 
thspensed  with;  after  which, 

Mr.  Banks  addressed  the  house  at  large  in  support  of  Mr. 
Letcher’s  claim. 

Mr.  Jones  replied  to  him;  and  was  followed  by 
Mr,  Marshall,  who,  after  speaking  for  sometime,  gave  way 
for  amotion  to  that  efi'ect,  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  21.  The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  on  the  contested 
Kentucky  election:  when 

Mr.  Marshall  resumed  his  remarks  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
of  Mr.  Jones,  and  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Letcher. 

Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  Hardin  having  followed,  at  length,  on 
the  same  side, 

Mr.  Gilmer  called  for  a division  of  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  have  it  taken  on  the  first  paragraph,  viz: 
‘^Resolved, That  all  the  legal  vote.s  which  were  received  in 
Lancaster,  (Garrard  county),  whilst  Morris  Grant,  esq.  .acted  as 
one  of  the  judges,  on  the  first  morning  of  the  election  in  August 
last,  should  he  taken  into  the  estimate  in  ascertaining  the  result 
of  the  election. 

Mr.  .Boon  asked  that  the  question  should  he  taken  on  that  pait 
of  the  amendment  whicli  proposes  “to  strike  out.” 

Mr,  Hubbard,  the  speaker  pro  tern,  said  this  was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  Griffin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  which 
being  ordered, 

Mr.  Jones  rose  in  reply,  and  in  support  of  Mr.  Moore’s  claim 
to  the  seat;  when  he  had  concluded, 

Mr.  iJamcr  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  an  adjournment; 
whereupon  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  22.  Mr.  Stoddert  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for 
the  construction  and  use  of  a lateral  branch  of  the  Ohio  rail 
road,  w'ithin  the  District  of  Columbia,”  which  bill  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United 
Stales  covering  the  convention  between  this  country  and  Spain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McComas,  it  was  resolved  to  instruct  the 
committee  on  roads  and  canals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  subscribing  for  stock  to  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  com- 
pany, in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
on  the  contested  Kentucky  election;  when 
Mr.  Hamer  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Messrs.  Marshall  and 
Hardin,  and  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  Moore. 

The  majority  and  minority  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  respec- 
tively presented  reports,  which,  after  some  discussion  as  to  fix- 
ing upon  the  time,  were  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
week,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Vanderpocl  moved  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
10,000  of  each  report;  objections  being  made, 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  negatived; 
when  the  motion  for  printing  an  extra  number  was  renewed, 
and  objections  being  again  made, 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  lay  the  wliole  subject  on  the  table;  but 
afterwards  withdrew  it— when,  after  some  discussion,  tlie  house 
adjourned. 

—••*►>6  @ 6Mti— 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Paris  papers  to  the  15th  Jlpril. 

FRANCE. 

That  revolutionary  spirit  which  has  so  often  manifested  itself 
for  the  last  three  years  in  France,  displayed  itself  with  more 
than  ordinary  violence  on  the  5lh  of  April,  at  Lyons.  It  con- 
tains about  120,000  inhabitants,  and  is  principally  a manufac- 
turingtowii.  The  insurrectionary  movement  commenced  with 
the  operative  mechanics  and  manufacturers,  and  the  leading, 
or  immediate  cause,  was  the  arrest  of  six  individuals  belonging 
to  an  association  called  Mutuellistes,  charged  with  an  assault 
upon  the  procureur  du  roi.  For  several  days  the  authorities 
of  Lyons  had  been  warned  of  a movement  being  contemplated, 
and  had,  therefore,  prepared  themselves  for  successful  resist- 
ance, by  a concentration  of  all  their  disposable  forces.  The 
Mutuellistes  were  but  little  disposed  to  join  in  the  plot,  and 
only  such  workmen  as  belonged  to  political  societies  joined  the 
anarchists.  It  appears  that  the  workmen  made  their  first  ad- 
vances in  columns,  and  in  good  order  toward  the  Palais  de  Jus- 
tice, announcing  their  resolution  to  protect  their  brethren  then 
before  the  court,  as  the  judges  were  defended  by  the  troops; 
numbers  of  them  being  armed. 

After  ineffectual  injHnctions  by  the  authorities  to  them  to  re- 
tire, hostilities  commenced,  and  in  the  very  onset  about  twen- 


ty-five soldiers  were  pul  hors  du  combat.  The  troops  are  said 
to  have  observed  the  greatest  forlMiarance,  and  to  have  acted 
for  a considerable  time  on  the  defensive.  This  loss,  however, 
caused  them  to  retort  willi  great  vigor;  and  the  workmen  on 
their  side,  defended  themselves  with  the  utmost  intrepidity* 
Their  movements  were  directed  with  great  regularity,  and  the 
orders  given  were  followed  witli  precision.  Barricades  and 
other  defences  were  thrown  up  by  them  simultaneously  in  all 
parts  of  the  town,  as  if  by  magic,  and  when  driven  by  the  ar- 
tillery from  these,  they  sought  shelter  in  narrow  streets,  or  oc- 
cupied hotels  and  churches  and  other  houses,  whence  they 
fired  upon  the  soldiers.  Three  of  the  houses  occupied  by  then* 
were  fired  upon  by  the  troops  with  grape-shot,  and  in  one  of 
them  150  prisoners  were  taken,  many  of  them  wounded.  The 
fighting  continued  with  but  little  cessation  from  the  5lh  to  the 
night  or  the  12th  of  April,  the  latter  day  was  bloody  and  deci- 
sive. The  rebels,  driven  from  their  other  positions,  took  refuge 
in  three  or  four  churches,  and  among  others  in  the  Cathedral, 
(and  from  their  towers  sounded  the  awful  tocsin  of  alarm), 
which  latter  it  was  found  necessary  to  besiege.  All  who  were 
shut  up  in  it,  about  200  in  number,  are  said  to  have  perished. 
Two  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  rebels  took  fire,  from  the 
shells  discharged  against  them. 

The  whole  force  of  the  insurgents  was  stated  to  be  about 
seven  or  eight  thousand;  that  of  the  government,  at  the  com- 
mencement, was  8,000,  but  was  subsequently  augmented  to 
15,000. 

The  loss  of  the  insurgents  in  killed  and  wounded  is  stated  to 
be  600;  that  of  the  government  troops  200.  During  the  fighting 
of  the  12lh,  the  Hotel  de  Ville  was  taken  and  retaken  three 
times,  with  great  slaughter.  7’he  advantages  were  so  decisive, 
however,  on  that  day,  .as  to  lead  to  the  restoration  of  compara- 
tive order  and  tranquillity. 

The  object  of  the  insurgents,  it  is  said,  was  to  proclaim  a re- 
public. Encouraged  by  the  movements  at  Lyons,  the  republi- 
cans of  Chatons-sur  Saone  attempted  a similar  movement 
there.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  April  several  individuals 
seized  and  threw  dow’n  several  coaches  in  the  middle  of  the 
bridge,  and  endeavored  to  form  a barricade.  On  the  summons 
of  the  officers  of  the  troops,  stationed  on  the  bridge,  they  soon 
dispersed,  and  the  coaches  were  thrown  into  the  Saone  by  the 
soldiers. 

In  Paris,  also,  insurrectionary  movements  had  taken  place. 
On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  April,  strong  pickets  paraded  the 
streets,  yet  no  serious  difficulty  occurred,  but  towards  the 
evening  of  the  following  day,  a degree  of  agitation  was  mani- 
fested in  the  quarter  of  St.  Martin.  Barricades  were  raised  by 
seizing  coaches  and  other  vehicles,  to  impede  the  action  of  the 
forces,  by  which  the  insurgents  might  be  attacked.  Several  of 
the  narrow  streets  were  blocked  up,  and  some  youths  made 
their  appearance  armed  with  muskets,  and  with  red  cockades 
in  their  hats.  As  soon  as  these  symptoms  were  known,  the 
national  guards  repaired  to  the  scene  of  disturbance,  and,  by 
six  in  the  evening,  Paris  was  traversed  in  every  direction  by 
troops.  The  greaJLer  part  of  the  barricades  were  taken,  though 
not  without  some  Joss.  As  the  dukes  of  Orleans  and  Nemours 
were  proceeding  to  join  in  the  attack  upon  the  insurgents, 
several  shots  were  fired  at  them  from  the  third  story  of  a house 
in  the  Rue  St  Martin;  a ball  of  one  of  which  passed  between 
the  duke  of  Orleans  and  one  of  his  aids-de-camp,  and  through 
the  cap  of  a soldier  at  his  side.  A paving  stone  was  also 
thrown  at  the  prince  from  the  same  house.  Enraged  by  these 
incidents,  the  infantry,  who  accompanied  the  princes,  rushed 
into  the  house,  and  killed  every  person  whom  they  found  with 
arms  in  his  hands.  Generals Rumigny,Bugeaud,  Lascours  and 
Tourlon,  marched  upon  the  centre  of  the  insurrection,  carrying 
every  barricade  which  opposed  their  progress,  and  completely 
sweeping  several  streets. 

The  insurgents  intrenched  themselves  in  houses  with  two. 
entrances,  and  fired  upon  the  troops  from  behind  the  window 
shutters.  The  animosity  of  the  troops  and  of  the  national 
guard,  who  saw  their  companions  thus  falling  under  the  shots 
of  invisible  enemies,  now  became  at  its  height;  they  caused  the 
pioneers  to  break  open  the  doors,  when  they  rushed  in  and  did 
not  suffer  one  of  them  to  escape  alive.  In  a few  hours  the  in- 
surrection was  put  down,  and  at  11  o’clock,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  the  king  reviewed  his  troops  as  usual.  After  the  re- 
view, his  majesty  received  in  the  hall  of  the  marshals,  all  the 
officers  of  the  regiments  that  had  been  reviewed,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  queen,  madame  Adelaide,  the  young  princes 
and  princesses,  addressed  them  with  great  emotion,  calling 
them  his  “dear  comrades, and  returning  them  his  warmest 
thanks. 

The  chambers  of  peers  and  deputies  had  waited  upon  the 
king  in  person,  to  tender  him  their  congratulations  upon  the 
prompt  suppression  of  the  insurrectionary  movements,  and  to 
renew  their  assurances  of  devotedness.  He  received  them 
with  distinguished  marks  of  gratitude,  and  made  pertinent  re- 
plies to  their  respective  addresses. 

A passenger  in  the  packet  states  that  general  Lafayette’s 
health  is  so  much  impaired,  as  to  cause  fears  to  be  entertained 
of  his  life. 

Our  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  was  received  by  the  king  on 
the  3d  of  April.  The  day  before,  he  dined  at  the  diplomatic 
dinner  given  by  count  Borgo. 

The  government  brig  La  Curaissier,  with  despatches,  had 
left  Brest  for  this  country,  and  they  are  announced  in  the  Pari* 
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J^ournal  of  the  13th,  as  of  snch  importance,  that  the  brig  sailed 
in  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  their  receipt. 

iSie  Tribune,  and  Bureaux,  two  of  the  Paris  journals,  had 
been  suppressed,  the  one  was  seiecd  on  the  13th  April,  and  the 
other  on  the  succeeding  day.  The  seals  had  not  only  been 
placed  on  the  latter,  but  on  the  presses  of  M.  Mie,  the  printer 
of  that  paper.  M.  Mie,  and  M.  Surrut,  one  of  the  editors,  had 
also  been  arrested.  The  warrants  for  these  proceedings  were 
signed  by  M.  Thiers,  minister  of  the  interior,  and  they  are 
founded  on  the  law  of  1814,  which  authorises  the  withdraw’al 
of  the  patent  of  printer  from  any  person  who  has  been  convict- 
ed of  contravening  the  laws  and  regulations  relative  to  the 
press. 

BELGIUM. 

A serious  riot  took  place  at  Brussels  on  the  5th  April.  The 
dwellings  of  the  duke  d’Ursel,  of  the  prince  de  Ligne,  and  of 
M.  de  Frazegnier  were  severally  attacked  by  a large  mob,  the 
windows  broken  and  furniture  destroyed.  No  lives  lost.  These 
individuals  were  friendly  to  the  house  of  Orange,  and  were  as- 
certained to  have  contributed  towards  a newspaper  of  that  par- 
ly, which  had  been  suppressed. 

Tranquillity  had  been  restored  on  the  12tb,  but  the  existence 
of  such  disgraceful  scenes  under  the  surveillance  of  the  king, 
had  awakened  a general  feeling  of  indignation  in  England. 

LATER  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  \5th  and  Liverpool  to  the  161A  »dpril, 
inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

Parliament  had  again  assembled,  and  petitions  were  pouring 
in  complaining  of  agricultural  distress,  and  pra}ing  for  the  repeal 
of  the  disabilities  of  dissenters— for  the  abolition  of  tithes,  and 
for  the  better  observance  of  the  sabbath.  ' 

Mr.  O’Connell  had  addressed  another  letter  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  in  which  he  reproves  the  supineness  that  had  been  ma- 
Hifested  in  procuring  signatures  for  a repeal  of  the  union.  His 
roquisition  was  for  half  a million  of  names,  and  less  than  80,000 
had  been  obtained.  He  attributes  the  deficiency  chiefly  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  cholera  during  the  last  winter. 

A man  named  Corbett  was  recently  shot  by  a policeman  in 
live  county  of  Tipperary,  Ireland,  which  had  so  aroused  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  that  his  funeral  was  attended  by  *200,000 
peirsotis  the  next  day;  and  in  retaliation,  three  policemen  who 
were  escorting  a prisoner  to  a neighboring  station,  were  met  by 
7 or  8 young  men,  returning  from  the  burying,  and  murdered  at 
4 o’clock  in  the  day,  in  the  public  road.  Several  persons  had 
been  taken  up  on  suspicion. 

PORTUGAL. 

Lisbon  and  Oporto  had  been  declared  free  ports. 

A party  of  the  queen’s  troops  had  obtained  a considerable 
victory  over  the  forces  of  Don  Miguel  before  Oporto,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retreat.  The  queen’s  troops  then  proceeded  to 
Braga  and  took  possession  of  it— while  admiral  Napier  conquer- 
ed Viana  and  Camitiha,  thus  placing  the  whole  province  of 
Entre  Doiiroe  Minho  under  the  command  of  the  Pedroites. 
Villa  Flor  was  to  attack  Coimbra,  which  if  taken,  would  place 
nearly  the  entire  cost  of  Portugal  in  possession  of  the  queen. 

Baron  Soure,  a lieutenant  general  in  Don  Miguel’s  army,  had 
Joined  the  queen’s  army.  The  affairs  of  the  queen  were  every 
way  encouraging  and  those  of  Don  Miguel  gloomy  in  the  ex- 
treme. Don  Miguel’s  troops  had  been  defeated  in  a fight  be- 
fore Santarem,  and  he  escaped  by  swimming. 


IMPORTANT  SPANISH  DECREES. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  that  the  queen’s  govern- 
ment has  determined  to  put  down  political  priests,  by  touching 
tliem  in  very  tender  places — their  temporalities. 

The  decrees  lately  published  in  the  Madrid  Gazette  have  al- 
ready been  described  in  the  letters  of  our  correspondent,  but  the 
great  importance  of  the  two  which  relate  to  the  property  of  re- 
bellious ecclesiastics  induces  us  to  insert  complete  translations 
of  them.  [London  Times. 

“royal  DECREES. 

*‘The  criminal  obstinacy  with  which  some  individuals  belong- 
ing to  the  secular  clergy  have  disregarded  the  reiterated  admo- 
nitions of  my  government,  and,  neglecting  the  exemplary  sanc- 
tity and  the  meekness  essential  to  their  order,  have  converted 
themselves  into  partisans  and  accomplices  of  the  faction  which 
disturbs  and  afflicts  the  country,  calls  for  the  adoption  of  severe 
measures  to  maintain  the  lustre  and  dignity  of  the  clerical  body 
itself,  and  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  state.  For  the  purpose 
of  accomplishing  these  important  objects,  I have  resolved  on 
the  following  decree: — 

“ ‘Art.  1.  Possession  shall  be  taken  of  the  temporalities  of  all 
secular  ecclesiastics,  of  whatever  cl.nss  or  hierarchy,  who  join- 
ing the  ranks,  or  the  revolutionary  juntas  of  the  rebels,  or  emi- 
grating from  these  kingdoms  without  the  competent  license, 
may  have  abandoned,  or  shall  in  future  abandon  their  churches. 

“ ‘Art.  2.  As  the  criminal  acts  to  which  the  preceding  article 
refers  are  such  as  are  done  openly,  and  may  easily  be  known  by 
notoriety,  the  confiscation  of  the  temporalities  shall  take  effect 
immediately  on  the  flight  of  the  ecclesiastic  becoming  known  by 
public  report. 

“ ‘Art.  3.  In  like  manner  the  temporalities  of  the  ecclesiastics 
who  shall  assist  the  factious  by  providing  them  with  arms,  am- 
Dinnition  or  money,  to  fuiward.  thw  i.ninuitons  plans,  shall  be 
gquflscutcd. 


“ ‘Art  4.  Moreover,  the  temporalities  of  the  ecclesiastics  who 
shall  receive  or  conceal  the  rebels,  or  shall  Induce  any  persons 
to  join  them,  or  shall  eXcile  movements  and  seditirins  among 
the  people,  in  order  to  withdraw  them  from  the  obedience  due 
to  the  government,  shall  be  confiscated. 

“ ‘Art.  5.  In  order  that  the  confiscation  of  the  temporalities 
may  take  eftect  in  the  cases  provided  by  the  foregoing  articles, 
it  shall  be  only  preceded  by  a short  and  summary  inquisition, 
and  no  further  measures  shall  be  requisite. 

“ ‘Art.  6.  The  procurador  sindico  of  the  place  where  the  ec- 
clesiastic whose  temporalities  may  be  confiscated  resides,  shall, 
in  virtue  of  his  office,  take  care  that  they  are  transferred  to  the 
sub-delegate  of  provincial  rents,  information  thereorbeing  trans- 
mitted to  me  through  your  department. 

“ ‘Art.  7.  If  the  ecclesiastic  possess  a benefice  with  the  cure 
of  souls,  such  an  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  seized  tem- 
poralities as,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  synod  of  the  re- 
spective bishops,  shall  be  a sufficient  income  to  the  individual 
appointed  to  fulfil  that  charge. 

“ ‘Art.  8.  The  fund  of  temporalities  which  may  result  from 
the  application  of  this  decree,  w’ill  be  destined  to  the  payment  of 
the  assignments  which  I may  be  pleased  to  grant  for  the  drying 
up  of  the  tears,  and  the  consoling  of  the  parents,  children,  and 
widows  of  the  loyal  who  may  be  killed,  or  may  die  in  defence 
of  the  safety  of  the  country,  and  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  my 
exalted  daughter;  and  the  remainder,  if  there  should  be  any, 
will  be  applied  to  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 

“ ‘Art.  9.  The  enforcement  of  the  penalties  prescribed  by  this 
decree  shall  in  nowise  prejudice  any  judicial  proceedings  un- 
dertaken according  to  due  course  of  law. 

“ ‘Take  notice  hereof,  and  do  what  is  needful  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  the  same. 

“ ‘In  rubric,  by  the  royal  sign  manuel,  at  Aranjuez,  26lh 
March,  1834.  D.  NICOLAS  MARIA  GARELLY.’  ” 

“The  asylums  which  religion  has  consecrated  to  retirement 
and  virtue  cannot  be  converted  into  centres  of  rebellion,  with- 
out prejudice  and  injury  to  institutions  which  are  the  objects  of 
the  veneration  of  a Catholic  country.  But  as,  unfortunately, 
experience  has  shown  that  some  monasteries  and  convents  have 
been,  and  are  still,  profaned  by  subversive  plans  and  deeds,  de- 
siring equally  to  consult  the  safety  of  the  state  and  the  honor 
and  sanctity  of  the  cloisters,  I have  resolved  on  decreeing  as 
follows: — 

“ ‘Art.  1.  Any  monastery  or  convent,  wliatever  its  insilution 
may  be,  from  which  any  individual  belonging  to  the  communi- 
ty shall  fly  in  order  to  pass  over  to  the  rebels,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately suppressed,  if  within  the  space  of  24  hours  afterwards  the 
prelate  does  not  give  information  thereof  to  the  nearest  authori- 
ty, and  certify  that  lie  has  commenced  the  necessary  proceed- 
ings against  the  fugitive. 

“ ‘Art.  2.  Any  monastery  or  convent  from  which  the  sixth 
part  of  the  community  shall  fly  to  pass  over  to  the  rebels  shall 
also  be  suppressed. 

“ ‘Art.  3.  In  like  manner,  any  monastery  or  convent  info 
which  warlike  stores,  clothing,  arms,  or  ammunition  shall  be 
received,  with  the  connivance  of  the  superior,  shall  be  sujv- 
pressed. 

“ ‘Art.  4.  Moreover,  any  monastery  or  convent  in  which  it 
may  be  proved  that  clandestine  juntas  have  met  with  the  per- 
mission or  knowledge  of  the  superior,  to  subvert  order  and  con- 
spire against  the  state,  shall  be  suppressed. 

“ ‘Art.  5.  The  objects  consecrated  to  worship  belonging  to  the 
monasteries  or  convents  which  may  be  suppressed  by  virtue  of 
the  present  decrees  shall  be  distributed  by  the  respective  diocea- 
ans  among  the  most  necessitous  parishes,  information  of  the  ex- 
ecutive thereof  being  transmitted  to  me. 

“ ‘Art.  6.  The  moveable  and  immoveable  property  belonging 
to  the  monasteries  or  convents  so  suppressed  shall  be  immedi- 
ately sold  by  public  auction,  according  to  due  course  of  law. 

“ ‘Art.  7.  The  fund  of  temporalities  which  may  result  from 
the  provisions  of  this  my  royal  decree  will  be  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions,  which  I shall  assign  to  the  parents,  wi- 
dows, and  orphans  of  the  loyal  Spaniards  who  may  die  in  de- 
fence of  the  throne  and  the  country;  and  the  remainder,  if  any 
there  should  be,  will  be  destined  to  the  extinction  of  the  public 
debt. 

“ ‘.Art.  8.  The  application  of  the  foregoing  provisions  is  to  be 
understood  as  in  nowise  prejudicing  the  institution  of  any  pro- 
ceedings against  those  w’ho  may  be  guilty  of  conspiracy  against 
the  state. 

“ ‘Take  notice  hereof,  and  do  what  is  needful  for  its  fulfil- 
ment. 

“ ‘In  rubric,  by  the  roval  sign  manuel,  at  Aranjuez,  March, 
26.  D.  NICOLAS  MARIA  GARELLY.’  ’» 

THE  NIGER  EXPEDITION. 

From  the  London  Literary  Gazette. 

Accounts  of  this  expedition,  up  to  the  5th  of  January,  have 
been  received.  At  that  date.  Lander  was  on  board  the  Curlew 
ship  of-war,  on  his  way  to  Cape  Coast  Castle,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  a particular  species  of  goods  for  the  markets  in  the 
interior,  of  which  he  had  not  previously  taken  a sufficient  sup- 
ply. If  successful  in  this  object,  it  was  his  intention  to  return 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Nun;  thence  to  re.ascend  the  Niger  for  the 
third  time,  and  endeavor  to  penetrate  as  far  up  the  river  as 
Bouisa  Previous  to  his  last  return  to  the  coast.  Lander  and 
lieutenant  .\llen  had  fortunately  reached  Rabbah,  or  Rabba  (a 
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large  Falatah  town),  in  the  iron  steamboat;  and,  for  tlie  space 
of  thirteen  or  fourteen  days,  had  maintained  a friendly  inter- 
course, and  carried  on  an  advantageous  trade,  with  its  inhalii 
tanis-.  The  depth  of  the  water  at  iliat  place  was  between  two 
tSii'.d  three  fathoms,  and,  as  far  as  could  be  seen  beyond  it,  the 
Niger  was  free  from  rocks  and  other  obstructions,  and  a.-suined 
a majestic  and  very  encouraging  appearance.  This  important 
town  is  inhabited  by  Falatahs  and  negroes,  and  realizes  the  ex- 
pectations that  had  been  formed  of  it,  as  regards  its  extent,  its 
wealth  and  its  population.  A few  Tuaricks,  from  tlie  borders 
of  the  desert,  and  other  Arabs,  were  observed  by  our  country- 
men in  the  streets  of  Kabbah. 

Another  important  feature  is,  our  travellers  ascended  the 
river  Tshadda,  as  high  as  150  miles  from  its  junction  with  the 
Niger.  At  that  point,  and  at  some  distance  below  and  above 
it,  the  river  was  found  to  be  intersected  with  islands,  and  com- 
paratively shallow,  alternately  becoming  broad  and  narrow,  in 
proportion  as  its  channel  was  free  from,  or  obstructed  by  these 
islands.  No  traces  of  inhabitants  appeared  on  the  banks  of  this 
river;  and  Lander,  and  his  valuable  coadjutor  was  compelled 
to  return  to  the  Niger  for  want  of  provisions.  Ail  the  natives 
in  this  part  of  the  country  agree  in  the  assertion  that  the  Tshad- 
da communicates  with  Lake  Tshad,  the  inland  sea  of  Africa. 
They  do  not  hazard  this  as  a mere  conjecture,  but  state  it  with 
conddence  as  a well  known  and  undisputed  fact.  On  a small 
island  near  Atta,  Lander  has  erected  a kind  of  mud  fort,  which 
will  also  answer  the  purpose  of  a depot  for  British  goods.  This 
place  has  been  named  English  Island,  and  it  possesses  peculiar 
facilities  for  trading  purposes  in  that  part  of  the  country.  The 
king  of  Atta,  who  seems  to  have  formed  an  attachment  to  Lan- 
der, had  presented  him  with  four  small,  but  very  beautiful  hor- 
ses, which  he  succeeded  in  conveying  to  Fernando  Po.  Poor 
old  Pasko,  the  black  who  buried  Belzoni,  is  dead.  He  had  Join- 
ed the  present  expedition  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  and  expired  up 
the  Niger,  after  a short  illness.  Lieutenant  Allen  has  rendered 
an  important  service  to  the  cause  of  science  by  the  observations 
he  made  while  on  the  Niger  and  Tshadda.  He  is  expected  to 
arrive  shortly  from  the  coast  of  Africa.  Lander  has  lost  every 
symptom  of  his  late  severe  indisposition,  and  looks  as  hardy  as 
an  Arab.  He  wears  a luxuriant  beard,  which  extends,  to  his 
waist. 

Another  account  says — 

Mr.  Lander  relates  that  they  found  a city  called  Nunda,  on 
the  Tshadda,  which  contains  GO  or  70,000  inhabitants.  The 
walls  are  20  feet  high.  The  king  is  a brutal  savage.  He  has  in 
his  seraglio  1,500  women.  He  detained  the  English  and  would 
not  let  them  return,  pretending  to  be  influenced  by  the  gods. 
He  said  the  gods  had  been  frequently  consulted,  bub  they  would 
not  give  a favorable  answer.  Laird  took  advantage  of  the  king’s 
superstition;  told  him  he  would  send  a messenger  to  the  gods, 
and  if  it  burned  blue,  it  would  be  an  indication  of  a favorable 
reply.  Laird  sent  up  a blue  light,  which  made  such  an  impres- 
sion on  the  king  that  he  released  the  party.  The  slave  trade  is 
.carried  on  up  and  down  the  Niger.  While  Mr.  Laird  was  up 
.the  river,  about  1,000  of  the  people  of  Nunda  made  an  incursion 
along  the  bank  of  the  Niger,  and  sacked  the  country  far  and 
wide.  Their  object  was  slaves  and  booty.  They  make  pipes 
so  long  that  they  can  smoke  when  riding,  wsth  the  bowl  of  the 
pipe  resting  on  the  foot.  They  are  ignorant  of  distilling,  and 
have  not  yet  acquired  a taste  of  rum.  At  one  place  on  the  Ni- 
ger, the  priests  sacrificed  a human  victim,  and  threw  the  body 
in  pieces  into  the  river  to  prevent  the  English  going  up;  the  ig- 
liorant  natives  thought  this  would  put  a stop  to  their  progress, 
and  were  much  disappointed  when  they  found  the  incantation.s 
of  the  priests  of  no  avail. 

NEW  YORK  EI^CTI ON  RIOTS. 

Presentment  of  rioters 

By  the  grand  jury  to  the  court  of  sessions  on  Saturday  last. — 

Xhe  grand  jury  for  the  May  term  of  the  court  of  sessions  for 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  being  about  to  close  their 
duties  and  having  in  the  prosecution  of  them  been  called  to  the 
investigation  of  the  unfortunate  riots  that  occurred  during  the 
iate  election  in  April,  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make  a pre- 
sentment in  relation  to  this  unprecedented  occurrence,  to  the 
court,  and  their  fellow  citizens  at  large. 

In  canvassing  the  mass  of  testimony  that  has  been  adduced 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  it  has  been  the  constant  desire  of  the 
jury  so  to  discharge  their  duties,  that  while  the  guilty  should  be 
brought  to  punishment,  the  recurrence  of  scenes  so  disreputa- 
ble and  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  city,  might  hereafter  be 
prevented. 

The  result  of  this  investigation  has  been  the  finding  true  bills 
against  a number  of  individuals,  and  in  one  case  where  human 
tife  was  brought  to  its  very  verge  by  the  violence  exercised. 
While  these  instances  have  been  comparatively  few,  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  identifying  the  aggressors,  it  is  evident  that 
personal  safety,  human  life,  and  the  good  order  of  this  commu- 
nity have  been  endangered  beyond  precedent. 

The  grand  jury  therefore  turn  to  the  people,  from  whom  the 
law  principally  emanates,  for  relief;  and  would  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  our  legislators  their  most  serious  consideration  of  this 
subject,  as  involving  not  only  their  lives  and  property,  but  as 
vital  to  the  preservation  of  our  republican  institutions.  All  must 
be  deeply  sensible  of  the  many  and  appaling  evils  consequent 
on  a resort  to  physical  force  at  any  period— and  more  particular- 
ly during  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise.  While  a proper 


zeal  in  conducting  our  elections  is  commendable,  it  is  desirable 
that  it  be  so  attempted  as  not  to  inflame  the  citizens  or  inter- 
rupt the  free  exercise  of  their  civic  rights.  And  on  the  occur- 
rence of  scenes  like  those  brought  to  the  cognizance  of  this 
Jury,  it  is  alt  important  they  should  be  cheeked  in  their  inci- 
l»ioiicy. 

In  reference  to  this,  and  in  review  of  the  whole  subject,  they 
are  fully  of  opinion  that  the  plan  now  in  agitation,  of  register- 
ing the  names  of  voters  [>rior  to  every  election,  is  best  calculated 
to  avert  the  recurrence  of  so  lamentable  an  evil  as  that  alluded 
to — to  prevent  the  frequency  of  perjury,  so  demoralizing  in  its 
tendency,  ami  to  accomplish  that  provision  of  our  constitution 
which  declares  that ‘‘laws  should  be  made  for  ascertaining  by 
proper  proofs,  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
sull'rage.” 

In  coi\clu.sion,  this  grand  jury  express  their  belief  that  this 
subject  catinot  be  too  seriously  weighed  or  too  seriously  acted 
tipon  by  their  fellow  citizens. 

JAS.  K.  HAMILTON,/oreman. 

Neio  York,  May  17,  1834. 

(J(^A  register  of  the  voters  is  the  only  mode  of  safety.  We 
are  friends  of  free  suffrages — of  universal  suffrage,  if  the  term 
pleases  anyone  better — but  think  it  ought  to  be  made  a high 
penitentiary  offence  for  any  one  to  rob  us  of  a just  exercise  of 
that  right,  by  voting  unlawfully.  Ed.  Red. 

@ ■ 

BANK  OF  GEORGIA. 

Abstract  of  the  general  statement  of  the  bank  of  Georgia  and 
its  branches  on  the  7th  April,  1834. 

Notes  discounted $1,561,101  35 

Bills  of  exchange  discounted 579,019  75 

Notes  and  bills  of  exchange  in  suit 223,390  63 

Real  estate 50,187  04 

Banking  houses  and  lots 60,500  09 

State  bank  stock 25,693  00 

Profit  and  loss 14,047  24 

Steamboat  and  Savannah  corporation  stock..  26,200  09 

Salaries 15,265  57 

Incidental  expenses 5,220  73 

Bridge  at  Augtista 55,000  00 

Assignment  of  judgments 5,600  00 

Protest  account 406  75 

Due  from  local  banks 67,6.53  45 

Due  from  state  banks 184,078  74 

Bills 198,025  00 

Bills  Pr.  bank  Savannah  on  hand 238,894  00 

Bills  of  branches  on  hand 1,005,946  00 

Specie  on  hand 346,769  00 

Capital 1,500,000  00 

Bills  signed  for  Pr.  bank  Savannah 368,005  00 

Bills  signed  for  branches 1,831,896  00 

Dividends  unpaid 3,479  00 

Discount  account 114. .342  86 

Surplus  fund 28,883  14 

Due  to  other  banks 326,339  01 

Due  to  state  banks  and  branches 204,235  01 

Undivided  deposites 286,418  23 

—>.►»©  ® 

“BILLS  OF  CREDIT.” 

AN  IMPORTANT  LAW  CASE. 

From  the  Lexington,  (Ky.)  Intelligencer,  of  May  6. 
MERCER  CIRCUIT  COURT — MARCH  TERM,  1834. 

Judge  Bridges,  presiding. 

The  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
Commonwealth  ofKentucky. 

against 

Nelson  Mayes, 

This  is  an  action  of  debt  by  petition  and  summons,  brought 
upon  a note  executed  by  the  defendant,  &c.  to  the  plaintiffs, 
for  the  payment  of  a sum  of  money  therein  specified.  The  de- 
fimdant  filed  a demurrer  to  the  petition,  and  two  special  pleas 
ill  bar  of  the  action.  The  plaintiffs  joined  the  demurrer  and  de- 
murred to  each  plea,  which  was  joined  by  the  defendant.  The 
pleas  allege  in  substance,  that  the  note  sued  on  was  given  in 
renewal  of  another  note,  and  that  of  a preceding  one;  and  that 
the  only  consideration  given  for  the  original  note,  was  notes 
issued  by  the  plaintiffs,  and  by  them  loaned  to  the  principal  obli- 
gor in  the  original  note;  and  that  the  notes,  so  loaned,  were 
bills  of  credit,  issued  by  the  state  of  Kentucky,  through,  and  by 
means  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

In  the  consideration  of  this  case  the  following  questions  are 
presented. 

1st.  Is  the  act  of  assembly  establishing  the  bank  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, a valid  act,  or  is  it  repugnant  to  the  prohibition  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  declares  that  “no 
state  shall  emit  bills  of  creditl^’  2d.  If  the  notes  of  said  bank 
are  bills  of  credit  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  can  the  defendant  successfully  plead  their 
illegality  in  bar  of  this  action.? 

Influenced,  as  well  by  the  importance,  delicacy  and  difficulty 
of  the  que.stions  involved  in  this  case,  and  the  responsibility  in- 
seperable  from  a decision  of  them,  the  court  felt  a strong  wish 
that  the  cause  should  stand  over  until  a similar  case,  now  pend- 
ing before  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  should  be 

I decided;  but  the  counsel  for  the  parties  being  opposed  to  such 
postponement,  and  urging  a decision  at  the  present  term,  the 
court  is  constrained  to  submit  its  wish  to  their  will. 


In  debt. 
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Preliminary  to  a decision  of  these  questions,  it  is  deemed  pro- 
per to  Kive  a brief  analysis  of  tlie  act  of  the  leyislatnre  establish 
iiij;  the  bank,  and  the  subsequent  acts  connected  with  it. 

The  preamble  to  the  act,  recites  that  it  was  deemed  expedient 
to  establish  a bank  on  the  funds  of  the  state,  for  the  purpose  of 
niakiii!'  loans  for  longer  p(Oiods  than  customary,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  distresse.s  of  the  community.  The  bank  is  estnb 
lished  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky, with  a capital  stock  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ex- 
clusively the  projierty  of  the  slate,  and  no  individual  permitted 
to  own  stock:  it  is  placed  under  the  direction  of  a president  and 
twelve  directors,  elected  annually  by  a joint  ballot  of  both 
houses  ol  the  general  assembly;  they  are  made  a corporation 
and  body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealh  of  Kentucky,  they 
are  authorised  to  appoint  a cashier,  clerks,  &.c.  the  president 
and  cashier  have  a fixed  annual  salary,  paid  by  the  state:  the 
cishiersare  required  to  give  bond  and  security  to  the  common- 
wealth for  their  fidelity,  &c.  the  corporation  is  permitted  to  is- 
sue tiotes  to  the  amount  ol  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  any 
denomination  under  one  hundreil  dollars:  they  are  authorised 
to  loan  their  notes  and  funds  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  the 
rate  ofsix  per  centum  per  annum;  and  to  apportion  the  loans  to 
each  county  in  proportion  to  its  taxable  property  for  the  year 
1820.  Loans  were  directed  to  be  made  to  such  individuals 
only,  during  the  year  1820,  as  miglit  need  them  for  the  pttr- 
pose  of  paying  his,  her  or  tinur  just  debts,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  the  live  stock  or  produce  of  the  country  for  ex- 
portation: they  are  required  to  report  annually  to  the  legisla- 
latttre,  and  to  keep  a minute  of  their  proceedings,  to  be  at  all 
times  subject  to  the  demand  and  inspection  of  the  legislature, 
or  a committee  thereof.  Twelve  branches  are  established  and 
located  at  different  points  in  the  state,  the  capital  stock  to  he 
raised  and  paid  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit:  All  moneys 
thereafter  paid  into  the  treasury  for  the  purchase  of  the  vacant 
lands  of  the  commonwealth;  all  moneys  thereafter  paid  into  the 
treasury  for  the  pitrchase  of  land  warrants:  all  moneys  which 
might  thereafter  be  received  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  west 
of  the  Tennessee  river;  and  so  mitch  of  the  capital  stock  owned 
by  the  state  in  the  bank  of  Kentucky,  as  might  belong  to  the  state 
after  the  affairs  of  said  bank  should  be  settled  up,  with  the 
profits  thereof  not  heretofore  pledged  or  appropriated  by  law, 
and  the  revenue  of  the  state  unappropriated  at  the  end  of  each 
session  of  the  legislature.  'J’lie  interest  arising  from  the  loans 
and  discounts  of  the  bank,  after  defraying  its  expenses,  to  con- 
stitute a part  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  state,  and  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  disposition  of  the  legislature.  The  bills  or  notes  of 
the  hank  to  be  receivable  at  the  treasury  of  the  state,  and  by  all 
tax  gatherers  and  other  public  officers,  in  all  payments  for  all 
taxes  or  other  moneys  then  due  or  to  become  due  to  the  state, 
and  by  all  collectors  of  the  county  levy,  and  in  payment  of  all 
officers’ fees  and  salaries,  &c.  A sum  not  exceeding  $7,000  is 
appropriated  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  state,  for  the  purchase 
of  plates  and  other  necessaries  to  carry  the  bank  into  complete 
operation.  By  another  act,  passed  at  the  same  session,  it  was 
among  other  things  provided,  that  if  the  plaintiff  in  any  execu- 
tion, should  endorse  thereon  “that  either  notes  on  the  bank  of 
Kentucky  or  its  branches,  nr  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Common- 
wealth or  its  branches  might  be  received  by  the  officer  in  dis- 
charge of  the  execution,  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  should 
be  entitled  to  a replevin  for  3 months  only;  if  the  plaintiff  failed 
to  make  the  endorsement  the  defendant  should  be  entitled  to  a 
replevin  for  two  years.”  By  the  15th  section  of  another  act, 
passed  the  26th  of  December,  1820,  entitled  an  act  “to  amend 
and  extend  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky,”  it  is  in  sub- 
stance made  the  duty  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  Kentucky,  to  pay  over  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  amount  of  the  stock  of  the  state  in  that  institu- 
tion, and  to  make  such  payment  in  specie  or  in  note.sof  the 
bank  ofthe  Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  or  its  branches,  in  three 
annual  instalment.^,  commencing  on  the  1st  day  of  Dec.  1824. 

That  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  the  judiciary  to  declare  an  act 
of  the  legislature  void  and  inoperative,  and  refuse  to  execute 
it,  if  it  be  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  is  so  clearly  deducible 
from  principle,  and  so  well  settled  by  repeated  adjudications, 
that  no  doubt  on  that  subject  can  be  entertained.  But  it  is 
contended  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  that  the  questions 
now  present  for  the  decision  of  this  court,  have  been  settled 
by  the  adjudications  of  the  appellate  courts,  in  the  cases  of 
I.ampton  i>s.  the  Bank,  and  Briscoe,  &.c.  against  the  same. 
Upon  an  examination  of  the  mandate  and  opinion  in  the  latter 
case,  it  will  be  found  that  the  court  of  appeals  has  based  its  de- 
cision upon  the  authority  of  the  case  ofLampton  against  the 
bank — the  printed  report  of  that  case  does  not  show  upon  what 
ground  the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  was  affirmed.  It  may 
or  may  not  have  been  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
charter.  From  aught  that  appears  from  the  report  of  that  case, 
it  may  have  gone  off  from  the  failure  ofthe  party  to  file  a trans- 
cript of  the  record  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  or  the  inar- 
tificial manner  in  which  the  plea  was  drawn,  presenting  the 
constitutional  question  for  decision. 

A party  who  relies  upon  the  decision  of  a court  settling  prin- 
ciples intended  to  rule  the  deci.«ions  of  the  subordinate,  should 
show  the  grounds  on  which  the  case  was  decided.  The  mere 
reversal  or  affirmance  of  a judgment  unaccompanied  by  any 
reasons  why  or  wherefore  it  was  so  adjudged,  does  not  settle 
any  principle  which  should  be  obligatory  on  the  subordinate 
courts. 


This  court  is  not  apprised  of  any  constitutional  provision,  oi' 
siatutary  regululioii,  making  the  decisions  of  the  appellate  court 
authoritatively  and  peremptorily  binding  on  the  subordinate 
coui  t.s.  But  this  court  discl.iims  all  disposition  to  disturb  that 
which  has  been  settled.  It  is  important  to  society,  that  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws  should  be  steady  and  uniform,  and  that 
the  decisions  of  the  suborilinate  should  conform  to  those  of  the 
appellate  court,  settling  principles.  And  no  court  would  do  so 
more  readily  than  in  case.s  where  the  appellate  court  possessed 
the  ultimate  supervising  power.  But  it  should  be  recollected 
that  this  case  belongs  to  that  class  of  cases  over  which  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  has  the  ultimate  supervising 
power  under  the  25lh  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  1789.  lu 
all  such  cases  the  decisions  of  the  appellate  court  of  the  state 
should  not  have  an  authoritative  effect  on  the  subordinate  court. 
Their  decisions  and  opinions  in  all  such  cases,  should  be  re- 
garded as  persuasive  evidence  of  the  law,  and  entitled  to  high 
ri'gard  and  respect,  on  account  of  the  acknowledged  talents  and 
acquirements  of  the  judges;  but  they  should  not  bind  as  autho- 
rity. The  appellate  court  of  this  slate  have  upon  many  occa- 
sions acknowledged  its  subordination  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  Stales  in  cases  where  that  court  had  the  ultimate 
revising  power,  and  have  been  constrained  to  surrender  their 
declared  opinions  and  conform  to  those  of  the  supreme  court. 
(See  Marshall’s  reports,  page  75  commonwealth  vs.  Morrison. 
3d  Monroe’s  reports,  page  270,  Ferry  against  Blight.  5th  Mon- 
roe’s reports,  page  285.  Eubanks  vs.  Poston,  &c.  3d  Marshall’s 
rejiorts,  page  422,  bank  of  the  United  Stales  vs.  Norton,  &c.) 

The  court  will  therefore  proceed,  reluctantly,  to  decide  the 
questions  presented. 

1st.  Is  the  act  of  the  legislature  establishing  the  bank  of  the 
Commonwealth  constitutional  or  noi.?  Are  the  notes  of  this 
bank,  bills  of  credit  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution? 
The  clause  in  the  constitution  which  this  act  is  supposed  to 
violate,  is  in  these  words:  “No  state  shall  emit  bills  of  credit.” 
What  is  a bill  of  credit?  What  did  the  constitution  mean  to 
forbid?  The  terms,  bills  of  credit,  are  in  themselves  vague  and 
indefinite,  and  like  many  other  terms  and  expressions,  are  only 
to  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  legislative  acts  and  history 
of  the  limes  in  which  they  originated,  and  as  they  were  used 
and  understood  by  those  who  lived  [and]  acted  at  the  time  of 
llie  adoption  of  the  constitution.  To  emit  bills  of  credit  con- 
veys to  the  mind  the  idea  of  issuing  paper  intended  to  circulate 
through  the  community  for  its  ordinary  purposes  as  money.  It 
is  believed  that  this  is  the  sense  in  which  the  terms  of  the  con- 
stitution have  been  generally  understood.  The  phrase,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  well  known,  and  generally  used  to  indicate  the  pa- 
per currency  issued  by  the  states  during  their  colonial  depend- 
ance.  During  the  war  of  the  revolution  the  paper  currency  is- 
sued by  congress  was  constantly  denominated  in  the  acts  of  that 
body  bills  of  credit;  and  the  like  appellation  was  applied  to 
similar  currency  issued  by  the  states.  At  the  time  ofthe  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  hills  of  credit  were  universally  under- 
stood to  signify  a paper  medium,  intended  to  circulate  among 
individuals,  and  between  government  and  individuals  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  society.  (See  Craig  vs.  the  state  of  Mis- 
souri, 4lh  Peters’ reports,  pages  from  410  to  432.  Story’s  com- 
mentary on  the  constitution,  vol.  3,  page.s  227,  228.  For  a de- 
scription ofthe  paper  system  and  its  pernicious  effects  upon  the 
community,  see  the  Federalist,  page  242.  Belknap’s  history  of 
New  Hampshire,  vol.  2,  pace  425;  Williamson’s  history  of  N. 
Carolina, 2d  vol.  pages  38,  39,  81,  114,  115;  Jefferson’s  writings, 
vol.  1st.  pages  401,  411,  412.) 

What  did  the  con-tilution  mean  to  prohibit  by  the  clause. 
“No  state  shall  emit  bills  of  credit?”  It  should  be  recollected 
that  the  framers  of  the  con.«litution  were  wise  and  patriotic 
men— they  had  lived  and  acted  during  the  most  eventful  period 
of  our  history — they  had  seen,  and  no  doubt  regretted  the  many 
evils  which  resulted  fioin  the  paper  sy.stem — they  were  no  doulit 
well  apprised  that  the  terms  hills  of  credit  and  paper  money 
were  synonymous,  whether  issued  by  the  state,  governor,  com- 
missioners, committee  or  other  agents  of  the  state.  It  was  well 
known  that  the  value  of  this  paper  medium  was  continually 
changing,  and  these  changes,  often  great  and  sudden,  exposed 
individuals  to  immense  losses,  and  were  calculated  to  destroy 
that  confidence  which  should  ever  exist  between  man  and  man. 
In  no  country  more  than  our  own  have  these  truths  been  felt  in 
all  their  force;  in  none  has  more  intense  suffering,  or  more  wide- 
spread ruin  accompanied  the  system. 

They  saw  the  necessity  of  one  uniform  standard  of  value 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  therefore  made  the  follow- 
ing grant  of  power  to  the  general  government,  “to  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  stand- 
ard of  weights  and  measures.”  It  was  therefore  the  object  of 
the  prohibition  to  cut  up  the  whole  mischief  by  the  roots,  be- 
cause it  had  been  deeply  felt  throughout  all  the  United  Slates, 
and  had  deeply  affected  the  prosperity  of  all.  The  object  of  the 
prohibition  was  not  to  prevent  the  thing  when  it  bore  a particu- 
lar name,  but  to  prohibit  the  thing  whatever  name  or  form  it 
might  assume.  If  the  words  are  not  mere  empty  sounds,  the 
prohibition  must  comprehend  the  emission  of  any  paper  me- 
dium by  a state  for  the  purpose  of  common  circulation. 

It  would  he  preposterous  to  suppose  that  the  constitution 
meant  to  prohibit  an  emission  under  one  denomination,  leaving 
the  power  complete  to  issue  the  same  thing  under  another.  It 
can  never  be  seriously  contended  that  the  constitution  meant 
to  prohibit  names  and  not  things — to  deal  with  shadows  and 
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leave  substances.  What  would  be  the  consequence  of  such  a 
construction?  That  a very  important  act,  big  with  great  and 
ruinous  mischief,  and  on  that  account  forbidden  by  words  the 
most  appropriate  for  its  description,  might  yet  be  performed  by 
the  substitution  of  a new  name — that  the  constitution,  even  in 
Oiie  of  its  vital  provisions  might  be  openly  evaded  by  giving  a 
new  name  to  an  old  thing.  Call  the  thing  a bill  of  credit  and  it 
Ss  prohibited;  call  the  same  thing  a certificate,  paper  bill,  bank 
note  or  any  other  name,  and  it  is  constitutional.  (See  story’s 
commentary  on  the  constitution,  volume  3d,  pages  228,  229. 
Craig  against  the  state  of  Missouri,  4th  Peters,  page  432. 

But  the  validity  of  the  act  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  on 
the  ground,  that  the  emission  of  the  notes  now  in  question,  was 
made  by  a corporation,  and  not  by  the  state.  The  old  and  sen- 
sible maxim,  ille  quifacit  peralium,facil  per  se,  has  been  incor- 
porated into  our  system,  and  recognized  and  acted  upon  by  our 
Courts;  but  if  the  questions  involved  in  this  case  shall  be  ulti- 
inately  decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  this  maxim  will  be  re- 
versed, and  the  principle  established  that  a state  may  do  that 
by  a corporation  which  it  cannot  do  by  itself.  Can  a state  de- 
legate powers  to  others  to  do  an  unlawful  and  forbidden  act? 
It  Is  believed  not.  Can  the  mere  name  “bank,”  the  president 
and  directors  of  which  are  appointed  by  the  state,  sanctify  the 
act  which  under  another  name  would  be  unconstitutional  and 
void?  If  so,  the  state  may,  by  interposing  a bank,  avoid  the 
prohibition,  and  introduce  into  the  community,  that  ruinous 
paper  system,  the  effects  of  which  were  so  severely  felt  before 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  which  the  prohibition  in- 
tended to  interdict.  And  they  might  by  a like  subterfuge  ren- 
der inoperative  many  of  the  most  important  grants  of  power 
and  prohibitions  contained  in  the  constitution,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  undermine  the  constitution,  reject  its  sub- 
stances, and  be  cheated  by  its  shadows. 

But  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  legality  of  the 
emissions  of  this  bank  on  the  ground  that  the  legislature  had 
set  apart  funds  and  made  ample  provisions  for  the  redemption 
of  the  notes.  Conceding  this  to  be  the  fact,  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  the  emission  in  question  was  lawful.  It 
should  be  recollected  that  the  prohibition  is  unconditional  and 
peremptory,  “no  state  shall  emit  6iWs  o/credif.”  It  therefore 
seems  to  this  court  that  no  stale  can  constitutionally  emit  bills 
of  credit,  or  any  other  paper  intended  to  circulate  in  the  com- 
munity as  money,  whether  such  emission  be  based  upon  a me- 
tallic capital,  or  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  state. 

The  right  and  power  of  the  state  to  incorporate  private  com- 
panies for  banking  purposes,  and  the  emission  of  notes  based 
upon  metallic  capital  is  conceded  by  this  court.  It  is  also  con- 
ceded, that  in  such  banking  establishments  the  state  may  also 
be  a stockholder,  but  in  becoming  so,  it  so  far  as  that  matter  is 
concerned,  divests  itself  of  its  sovereign  character,  and  sinks 
to  the  level  of  its  associates.  But  the  right  of  a state  to  estab- 
lish a bank,  and  be  thereof  the  sole  and  exclusive  stockholder, 
and  to  emit  paper  money,  intended  to  circulate  as  such,  based 
upon  its  own  funds,  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  this  court,  be 
maintained  upon  constitutional  principles. 

But  did  the  state  provide  a fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
notes,  authorised  to  be  issued  by  this  bank? 

It  may  be  safely  contended  that  it  did  not,  nor  did  it  provide 
any  fund  whatever.  It  is  a fact,  shown  by  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  our  courts,  that  the  notes  of  this  bank  were,  from 
their  first  emission,  greatly  below  par;  and  in  less  than  one 
year  after  the  first  emission,  they  were  at  fifty  per  cent,  dis- 
count. 

It  should  be  recollected  that  by  the  act  incorporating  this 
hank,  “the  reverme  of  the  state  remaining  unappropriated  in 
the  treasury  at  the  end  of  each  session  of  the  legislature,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  vacant  land  of  the  state,  the  pur- 
chase of  land  warrants,  the  sale  of  the  land  west  of  the  Tennes- 
see river,  and  so  much  of  the  capital  stock  owned  by  the  state 
in  the  bank  of  Kentucky  as  might  belong  to  the  state  after  the 
affairs  of  said  bank  should  be  settled  up,  with  the  profits  there- 
of not  theretofore  pledged  or  appropriated  by  law,  constituted 
its  capital  stock.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  all  the 
sums  arising  from  those  sources  were  made  payable  in  specie, 
or  in  the  notes  or  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  funds  arising  from  those  various  sour- 
ces, were  realised  and  actually  paid  into  the  bank.  Of  what 
did  its  capital  stock  consist?  Most  obviously  of  its  own  depre- 
ciated notes.  For,  although  the  debtors  had  the  election  to 
pay  in  specie  or  notes  upon  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  presumption  is  irresistible  that  the  payments  were  made  in 
paper  of  the  bank,  as  it  was  greatly  below  par.  It  therefore 
seems  to  this  court,  that  the  bank  has  been  established  by  the 
state  with  no  real  or  substantial  capital  whatever.  Its  notes 
have  been  put  into  circulation  simply  upon  the  credit  of  the 
state.  What  are  its  issues  but  hills  of  credit  issued  by  the  state? 
Did  the  legislature,  by  establishing  this  bank  intend  its  notes  or 
paper  to  circulate  through  the  community  as  money?  That 
such  was  the  object  and  design  of  the  legislature  cannot  be 
doubted.  The  preamble  to  the  acts,  the  enormous  issue  of 
poles,  the  locations  of  various  branches  in  different  sections  of 
the  state  with  their  directors  and  officers,  the  apportionment  of 
the  loans  to  the  different  counties,  the  limitations  upon  loans, 
the  restrictions  upon  loans  in  the  year  1821,  the  permission  to 
issue  notes  of  any  denomination  under  one  hundred  dollars;  and 
the  fact  that  they  were  issudd  for  as  small  sums  as  twelve  and 
a half  cents,  and  when  so  issued,  were  made  receivable  at  the 
treasury  of  the  state,  and  in  payment  of  all  moneys  then  due 


the  state  for  the  purcha.se  of  land  warrants,  and  for  the  sale  of 
the  vacant  lands  west  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  for  all  taxes 
then  due  or  to  become  due  to  this  state,  they  were  made  a legal 
tender  in  payment  of  all  salaries  and  officers  fees,  were  forced 
upon  creditors,  or  their  refusal  to  take  was  punished  by  the  pe- 
nally of  two  years  delay  in  the  collection  of  their  just  debts, 
furnish  conclusive  evidence  to  the  mind  of  this  court,  that  such 
was  the  design  and  intent  of  the  legislature.  This  bank  is 
owned  and  governed  by  the  state,  it  is  eslabli.><hed  in  the  name 
and  on  behalf  of  the  state,  the  state  pays  and  defrays  its  entire 
expenses,  all  individuals  are  indicted  from  participating  in  it, 
its  paper  is  circulated  as  money,  it  is  receivable  and  redeemable 
by  the  stale,  and  derives  its  circulation  and  negotiability  from 
the  credit  of  the  state.  If  its  notes  are  not  bills  of  credit  within 
the  meaning  of  the  constitution,  it  will  be  difficult  to  character- 
ize a BILL  OF  CREDIT. 

The  court  has  attentively  examined  the  case  of  Craig,  &c. 
against  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  supreme  court  in  that  case,  is  decisive  of  the  im- 
portant questions  raised  in  this  case,  and  must  rule  the  decision 
of  this  court  on  the  first  question  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
(See  4th  Peters’s  Rep.  page  411.) 

2d.  Can  the  defendants  successfully  plead  the  illegality  of 
the  consideration  given,  for  the  note  sued  on,  in  bar  of  this  ac- 
tion? 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  he  can.  It  has  never  been 
doubted  that  a note  given  on  a consideration  which  is  prohibit- 
ed by  law  is  void.  'J’he  adjudications  on  this  point  are  numer- 
ous. (See  4th  Peters’s  Rep.  page  411;  14th  Mass.  Rep.  p.  322; 
5lh  Johnson’s  Rep.  p.  327;  3d  Wheaton’s  Rep.  p.  204;  3d  Bibb, 
p.  257;  3d  J.  J.  Marshall’s  Rep.  p.  478;  3d  Bibb,  p.  500.) 

The  court  is  therefore  constrained,  by  a sense  of  duty,  to 
overrule  the  demurrers  filed  by  the  plaintiffs  to  the  pleas  of  the 
defendants.  The  demurrer,  filed  by  the  defendants  to  the  peti- 
tion, is  also  overruled. 

GENERAL  -POST  OFFICE. 

Remarks  of  Mr.  Connor,  of  N.  Carolina,  in  reply  to  the  speech 

of  Mr.  Lincoln,  on  the  appropriation  for  clerk  hire  for  the  ge- 
neral post  office. 

Mr.  Connor  said,  he  hoped  the  house  would  pardon  him  for 
again  trespassing  a short  time  on  their  patience.  Standing  in 
the  relation  in  which  he  did  to  the  post  office  department,  he 
felt  it  to  be  not  only  necessary,  but  his  duty,  to  explain  and  cor- 
rect many  misapprehensions  that  gentlemen  had  fallen  into. 
He  was  disposed,  at  all  times,  to  economize  and  retrench,  in 
this  or  any  other  department  of  the  government;  and,  if  gentle- 
men would  show  that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  reduce 
this  item  in  the  bill,  he  would  go  with  them  most  cheerfully; 
but,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  post  office  depart- 
ment, having  been  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  and  such  had  necessarily 
been  his  intercourse,  as  to  have  made  him  familiar  with  its  bu- 
siness and  labors;  and  he  unhesitatingly  said,  that  he  believed 
the  number  employed  has  been  absolutely  necessary  to  the  pro- 
per performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  that  the  post- 
master general,  in  employing  extra  clerks,  has  done  so  with  a 
strict  eye  to  economy.  It  may  not  be,  and  perhaps  is  not, 
known  to  gentlemen,  that  many  of  those  clerks  receive  only 
$400,  and  several  as  low  as  $200.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts (Mr.  Lincoln)  says,  the  postmaster  general  is  not  au- 
thorised by  law  to  employ  extra  clerk  hire.  He  is  correct. 
There  is  no  such  law,  but  to  do  so  has  grown  into  law  by  usage; 
from  necessity  it  must  be  so,  and  cannot  be  otherwise.  Such 
has  been  the  practice  for  fifteen  years,  and  has  at  all  times  been 
sanctioned  by  congress,  and  must  so  continue,  until  the  depart- 
ment has  reached  its  greatest  height.  The  exact  force  neces- 
sary cannot  be  ascertained  by  any  one.  Any  number  of  clerks 
which  are  sufficient  at  this  time,  will  not  be  able  to  perform  the 
labor  six  months  hence.  Judge  McLean  expresses  that  opinion 
in  a letter  to  Mr.  Barry,  and  which  he  had  read  when  up  before. 
The  gentleman  (Mr.  Lincoln)  speaks  of  disposing  of  one-half  of 
this  tribe.  He  knew  not  what  the  gentleman  meant,  when  he 
speaks  of  the  clerks  as  a tribe— whether  intended  as  an  expres- 
sion of  reproach  or  otherwi.?e — but  he  begged  to  say  to  him,  his 
acquaintance  with  those  clerks  justified  him  in  saying  they 
w'ere  honorable  and  meritorious,  who  are  always  to  be  found  at 
their  posts,  and  laboring  early  and  late  as  their  business  may 
require;  and,  if  the  gentleman  will  go  to  the  department,  and 
go  through  it,  and  examine  for  himself,  he  must  become  satisfi- 
ed that  his  opinion  of  the  requisite  labor  is  erroneous.  Sir,  the 
duties  of  solicitor,  examiner  and  officer  of  appointments — the 
gentleman  inquires  what  they  are,  as  if  to  afford  himself  an  op- 
portunity of  answering  his  own  questions,  and  does  answer 
them  in  his  own  way. 

Mr.  C.  said,  if  he  would  allow  him,  he  would  give  to  him  cor- 
rectly, what  are  the  duties  of  those  bureaux,  if  permitted  so  to 
call  them?  “The  duty  of  the  solicitor  is  to  attend  to  the  final 
settlement,  or  closing  of  all  accounts;  the  collection  of  all  ba- 
lances; the  commencement  of  suits;  and  the  correspondence 
with  United  Slates’  district  attorneys,  and  others,  in  relation 
thereto;  also  the  correspondence  concerning  the  post  accounts 
of  postmasters.”  “The  examiner’s  office  is  that  which  is  charg- 
ed with  the  crediting  and  examining  of  all  postmasters’  ac- 
counts, the  correspondence  connected  therewith,  receiving  and 
depositing  in  hank  such  remittances  as  are  specially  authorised; 
returning  what  is  not  receivable,  and  with  notifying  and  report- 
ing delinquents.”  “The  duties  of  the  office  of  appointment* 
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consists  in  the  examination  and  endorsements  of  memorials, 
letters  and  reports:  obtaining  and  noting  information  from  the 
book-keepers  and  the  office  of  mail  contracts;  filing  papers  in 
appropriate  parcels  and  cases;  notifying  charges  against  post- 
masters and  assistants,  and  complaints  of  the  location  of  offices; 
writing  references  of  cases,  &c.  They  also  prepare  abstracts 
of  cases;  register  and  attest  commissions,  and  enter  the  charges, 
discontinuances  and  appointments,  in  the  bond  book,  with  the 
penalties  of  the  bonds;  inspect  all  bonds  after  execution,  and 
return  them  for  correction  when  required.” 

He  might  go  through  the  whole  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  shew  its  propriety.  It  is  substantially  the  same  that 
has  always  existed;  and,  without  some  such  assignment  of  du- 
ties, no  department  or  other  extensive  establishment  could  get 
on.  The  gentleman  (Mr.  Lincoln)  speaks  of  routes  abused,  and 
contracts  by  men  not  worthy  of  confidence.  Does  the  gentle- 
man not  know  that  the  postmaster  general  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  establishment  of  routes,  that  they  are  established  by 
congress,  and  that  his  duty  is  afterwards  to  put  a mail  on  those 
routes?  Can  the  gentleman  put  his  finger  on  any  such  unworthy 
contractor,  in  his  district  or  section  ol  country?  He  cannot.  I 
suppose  the  gentleman  alludes  to  the  extra  allowances  that 
Jiave  been  made,  the  extras  and  stars  in  the  Blue  Book,  that 
has  made  so  much  noise  in  the  other  end  of  the  capitol,  charged 
by  many  as  being  improper,  and  no  one  will  venture  to  ask  to 
have  them  discontinued.  As  to  his  own  section  ol  country,  as 
well  as  others  of  the  older  states,  they  obtained  in  their  original 
contracts  their  full  share,  and  all  that  was  desired.  If  there  be 
any  such  unworthy  contractors  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  sup- 
pose, he  knew  them  not.  There  may  be  routes  that  should  be 
discontinued;  and,  whenever  a bill  has  been  presented  for  the 
establishment  of  new  routes,  there  has  been  also  a number  with 
it  reported  for  discontinuance  by  the  postmaster  general;  but  it 
has  been  rare,  tliat  the  members  have  permitted  those  or  any  of 
them  to  be  discontinued. 

The  gentleman  says  the  department  is  plunged  irrecoverably 
in  debt,  and  is  insolvent  from  $800,000  to  one  million  of  dollars. 
And  his  colleague  over  the  way,  (Mr.  Jlecd),  says  the  depart- 
ment is  unable  to  pay — which  means  it  is  insolvent,  as  I under- 
stood him.  He  would  answer  both  those  gentlemen  at  the  same 
time,  by  saying  to  them,  they  are  mistaken.  Sueh  is  not  the 
fact.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  take  the  responsibility  of  here  say- 
ing, that  the  amount  due  by  the  post  office  department  does  not 
exceed  $300,000  beyond  their  available  means,  and  that,  during 
the  next  year,  they  would  be  free  from  debt;  and  very  shortly 
thereafter,  will  be  prepared  to  grant  facilities,  in  the  shape  of 
extras,  if  it  be  necessary,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people. 
As  to  the  department’s  being  insolvent,  a moment’s  reflection 
must  satisfy  any  and  every  gentleman  how  perfectly  idle  it  is  to 
suppose  such  a state  of  things.  Congress  establishes  the  post 
roads— the  postmaster  general  is  required  to  put  a mail  on  them. 
The  power  and  manner  of  transporting  that  mail,  either  by  horse 
or  coach,  weekly,  twice  or  thrice  weekly,  or  daily,  is  vested 
solely  in  hi.'n,and  he  could,  if  necessary  and  proper,  discon- 
tinue every  coach  in  the  United  States  from  its  service,  and 
have  the  mails  transported  the  cheaper  way  on  horseback. 
The  gentleman  has  said  something  about  contractors  applying 
for  their  pay,  and  its  being  refused,  and  they  threatened  by  the 
department,  that  they  would  be  paid  in  forfeitures.  The  gen- 
tleman has  been  incorrectly  informed.  It  is  not  so.  No  such 
case  has  ever  occurred.  If  the  pay  of  a contractor  has  been 
withheld,  there  is  some  cause  for  it;  some  difficulty,  in  relation 
to  the  performance  of  their  duties;  and  he  called  on  the  gentle- 
man to  name  any  one  of  those,  if  he  could. 

Here  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  reply  after  the  manner  of  a Yan- 
kee, by  asking  another  question:  had  not  contractors  often  been 
at  the  department,  and  been  refused  their  pay — and  were  told 
they  were  defaulters?  Mr.  C.  said  no  contractor  had  applied  at 
the  department  for  his  pay,  that  did  not  receive  what  was  due 
to  him.  He  had  but  a moment  before  expressed  the  belief,  that 
there  must  be  some  cause  for  a refusal,  if  any  such  there  was. 
He  had  touched  the  right  chord;  the  gentleman’s  inquiry  ex- 
plains it — he  has  heard  of  some  one,  who  was  a defaulter,  com- 
plaining—and  that  is  all.  Forfeitures  can  only  be  charged 
against  a contractor  after  they  occur,  and  are  reported  to  the 
department.  He  begged  now  to  say  a word  or  two  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine,  (Mr.  Evans),  who  complains,  that  contrac- 
tors, in  his  state,  have  been  paid  with  post  notes,  and  have  lost 
four  or  five  per  cent,  in  the  sale  or  exchange  of  them?  Mr.  C. 
said,  those  post  notes  were  on  specie  paying  banks,  and  what 
better  could  the  gentleman  expect?  When  his  constituents  en- 
ter into  a contract  with  the  postmaster  general,  no  particular 
kind  of  money  is  required  or  specified.  The  contractor  expects 
good  money,  and  the  department  expects  to  give  good  money, 
and  does  give  him  such.  As  far  as  the  amount  collected,  in 
each  state,  in  the  shape  of  postage,  goes,  it  is  paid  to  the  con- 
tractors. When  that  falls  short,  the  department  pays  in  draughts 
or  post  notes  of  banks  where  they  may  have  deposites;  those 
being  always  specie  paying  banks.  And  such,  I presume,  is 
the  fact,  with  Maine,  as  with  many  other  states;  the  receipts  of 
the  whole  state  is  not  equal  to  the  expenditures  by  twenty  or 
twenty-five  per  cent,  made  in  those  states:  and  this  may  ac- 
count for  the  fact  of  the  gentleman’s  constituents  being  paid  off 
in  post  notes.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C.  the  post  office  in  the  city  of  New 
York  alone,  yielded,  the  year  ending  in  1833,  $179,000;  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, $112,000,  &c.  thus,  in  a single  post  office,  the  amount 
received  is  gre.ater  than  that  yielded  in  three  or  four  states  to- 
gether. The  department  must,  from  necessity,  transfer  the 


money  from  those  states,  where  there  Is  a surplus,  to  those 
where  there  is  a deficiency  and  want.  As  to  the  inquiry  why 
the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads  have  not  exa- 
mined and  reported  in  relation  to  this  department,  be  could 
only  say,  the  facts  had  been  reported  to  the  house  by  the  pos¥' 
master  general  in  his  annual  report;  that  no  call  has  been  made 
on  this  committee,  that  has  not  been  promptly  answered;  and 
they  have  been  ready,  promptly,  to  answer  any  that  might  be 
made  on  them  by  an  order  of  this  house. 

DEBATE  ON  TH E PRESIDENT’S  PROTEST. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  CaLHOUN, 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  May  6th,  1834. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose  and  said:  In  order  to  have  a clear  concep- 
tion of  the  nature  of  the  controversy,  in  which  the  senate  find* 
itself  involved  with  the  president,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass 
in  review  the  events  of  the  last  few  months,  which  have  led  to 
it,  however  familiar  they  may  be  to  the  members  of  this  body. 

Their  history  may  be  very  briefly  given.  It  is  well  known  to 
all,  that  the  act  incorporating  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
made  that  institution  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  government;  and 
that,  among  other  provisions,  it  directed  that  the  public  money 
should  be  deposited  in  its  vaults.  The  same  act  vested  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  with  the  power  of  withholding  the  depo- 
sites, and,  in  the  event  of  withholding  them,  required  him  to 
report  his  reasons  to  congress.  The  late  secretary,  on  the  iir- 
terference  of  the  president,  refused  to  withhold  the  deposites, 
on  the  ground,  that  satisfactory  reasons  could  not  be  assigned 
for  the  act;  for  which  the  president  removed  him,  and  appoint- 
ed the  present  incumbent  in  his  place,  expressly  with  a view 
that  he  should  perform  the  act  his  predecessor  had  refused  to 
do.  He  accordingly  removed  the  deposites,  and  reported  his 
reasons  to  congress,  and  the  whole  transaction  was  thus 
brought  up  for  our  approval  or  disapproval,  entirely  by  the  act 
of  the  executive,  without  participation  or  agency  on  our  part; 
and  we  were  thus  placed  in  a situation  in  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  express  our  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  the 
transaction,  or  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  an  important 
duty.  We  could  not  hesitate.  The  subject  was  accordingly 
taken  up,  and  after  months  of  deliberation,  in  which  the  whole 
trans.action  was  fully  investigated  and  considered,  and  after  tlve 
opinions  of  all  sides,  the  friends,  as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  were  fliHy  expressed,  the  senate  passed  a reso*- 
lulion  disapproving  the  redsoas  of  the  secretary.  But  they 
were  compelled  to  go  farther.  Tliat  resolution  covered  only  ?» 
part  of  the  transaction,  and  that  not  the  m05t  important.  The 
secretary  was  but  the  agent  of  the  president  in  the  transaction. 
He  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  he  occupied,  expressly 
with  a view  of  executing  the  order.of  the  president,  who  had 
openly  declared  that  he  assumed  the  responsibility;  and  his 
claration  was  reiterated  here,  in  the  debate,  by  those  who  are 
known  to  speak  his  sentiments.  To  omit,  under  these  circum- 
stances, an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  senate,  in  relation 
to  this  transaction,  viewed  as  the  act  of  the  president,  would 
have  been,  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  a manifest  dereliction  of 
duty. 

With  this  impression,  the  second  resolution  was  adopted.  It 
was  drawn  up  in  the  most  general  terms,  and  with  great  care, 
with  the  view  to  avoid  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  mo- 
tive of  the  executive,  and  to  limit  the  expression  simply  to  the 
fact,  that,  in  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  transaction,  he  had 
assumed  powers  neither  conferred  by  the  constitution  or  the 
laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.  It  is  this  resolution,  thus 
forced  upon  us,  and  thus  cautiously  expressed,  which  has  so 
deeply  offended  the  president;  which  has  called  forth  his  pro- 
test; in  which  he  has  undertaken  to  judge  of  the  powers  of  the 
senate;  to  assign  limits  in  their  exercise  to  which  they  may,  and 
beyond  which  they  shall  not  go;  to  deny  their  right  to  pass  the 
resolution,  to  charge  them  with  usurpation,  and  the  violation  of 
law  and  of  the  constitution  in  adopting  it;  and  finally  to  inter- 
pose between  the  senate  and  their  constituents,  and  virtually  to 
pronounce  upon  the  validity  of  the  votes  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers, on  the  ground  that  they  do  not  conform  with  the  will  of 
their  constituents. 

This  is  a brief  statement  of  the  controversy,  which  presents 
for  inquiry  the  question,  what  is  the  real  nature  of  the  issue  be- 
tween the  parties'*— a question  of  the  utmost  magnitude,  and  on 
the  just  and  full  comprehension  of  which,  the  wisdom  and  pro- 
priety of  our  course  must  mainly  depend. 

It  would  be  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  issue  involves 
the  question,  whether  the  senate  had  a right  to  pass  that  reso- 
lution or  not?  or  what  is  the  nature  and  character  of  the  resolu- 
tion? or  whether  it  be  correct  in  point  of  fact  or  principle?  or 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  adopt  it?  All  these  are  important 
questions,  but  they  were  fully  and  deliberately  considered,  and 
were  finally  decided  by  the  senate  in  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution— finally  and  irrevocably  decided — so  that  they  cannot  be 
opened  for  reconsideration  and  decision  by  the  will  of  the  body 
itself,  according  to  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  much  less  on 
the  demand  of  the  president.  No;  the  question  is  not,  whether 
we  had  a right  to  pass  the  resolution?  it  is  one  of  a very  differ- 
ent character,  and  of  much  greater  magnitude.  It  is,  whether 
the  president  has  a right  to  question  our  decision"!  This  is  the 
re.al  question  at  issue — a question  which  goes  in  its  consequen- 
ces to  all  the  powers  of  the  senate,  and  which  involves  in  its 
recent  decision  the  fact,  whether  it  is  a separate  and  indepen- 
dent branch  of  the  government,  or  a mere  appendix  of  the  exe- 
cutive department.  If  the  president  has  indeed  the  right  to 
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question  our  opinion — if  we  are  in  fact  accountable  to  him — then 
all  he  has  done  has  been  rightfully  done;  then  he  would  have 
the  right  to  send  us  his  protest;  then  he  would  liave  the  right  to 
judge  of  our  powers,  and  to  assign  limits  beyond  which  we 
should  not  pass;  then  he  would  have  the  riglit  to  deny  our  au- 
thority to  pass  tlie  resolution,  and  to  accuse  us  of  usurpation 
and  the  violation  of  law  and  of  the  constitution  in  its  adoption. 
But  if  he  has  not  the  right — if  we  are  not  accountable  to  him — 
then  all  that  he  has  done  has  been  wrongfully  done,  and  his 
whole  course,  from  beginning  to  end,  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
would  be  an  open  and  palpable  violation  of  the  constitutional 
right  and  privileges  of  the  senate. 

Fortunately,  this  very  important  question,  which  lias  so  di- 
rect a bearing  on  the  very  existence  of  the  senate  as  a delibera- 
tive body,  is  susceptible  of  the  most  certain  and  unquestionable 
solution.  Under  oursystem,  all  who  exercise  power  are  bound 
to  show,  when  questioned,  by  what  authority  it  is  exercised. 

I deny  the  right  of  the  president  to  question  the  proceedings  of 
the  senate— utterly  deny  it;  and  I call  upon  his  advocates  and 
supporters  on  this  floor  to  exhibit  his  authority;  to  point  out  the 
article,  the  section,  and  the  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
contains  it;  to  show,  in  a word,  the  express  grant  of  the  power. 
None  other  can  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  constitution.  I 
proclaim  it  as  a truth,  as  an  unquestionable  truth,  of  the  highest 
•import,  and  heretofore  not  sufficiently  understood,  that  the  pre- 
sident has  no  right  to  exercise  any  implied  or  constructive 
power.  I speak  upon  the  authority  of  the  constitution  itself, 
which,  by  an  express  grant,  has  vested  all  the  implied  and  con- 
structive powers  in  congress,  and  in  congress  alone.  Hear 
what  the  constitution  says:  Congress  shall  have  power  ‘^lo 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  [those  granted  to  con- 
gress], and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  constitution  in  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  offi- 
cer thereof.” 

Comment  is  unnecessary — the  result  is  inevitable.  The  exe- 
cutive, and  I may  add  no  department,  can  exercise  any  power 
without  express  grant  by  the  constitution  or  by  authority  of  law — 
a most  noble  and  wise  provisioli,  full  of  the  most  important 
consequences.  By  it,  ours  is  made,  emphatically,  a constitu- 
tional and  legal  government,  instead  of  a government  control-, 
led  by  the  discretion  or  caprice  of  those  who  are  appointed  to 
administer  and  execute  its  powers.  By  it,  our  government,  in- 
stead of  consisting  of  three  independent,  separate,  conflicting 
and  hostile  departments,  has  all  its  powers  blended  harmoni- 
ously into  one,  without  the  danger  of  conflict,  and  without  de- 
stroying the  separate  and  independent  existence  of  the  parts. 
Let  us  pause  for  a moment  to  contemplate  this  admirable  pro- 
vision, and  the  simple  but  efficient  contrivance  by  which  these 
happy  results  are  secured. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  this  provision  of  the  constitution 
was  unnecessary;  that  it  grew  out  of  abundant  caution  tore- 
move  the  possibility  of  a doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  implied 
or  constructive  powers;  and  that  they  would  have  existed  with 
out  it,  and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now  do.  They  who  con- 
sider this  provision  in  this  light,  as  mere  surplusage,  do  great 
injustice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who  formed  the  constitution. 

I shall  not  deny  that  implied  or  constructive  powers  would 
have  existed,  and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now  do,  without 
this  provision;  but  had  it  been  omitted,  a most  important  (pies- 
tion  would  have  been  left  open  to  controversy.  Where  would 
they  reside?  In  each  department?  Would  each  have  had  the 
right  to  interpret  its  own  power,  and  to  assume,  on  its  own  will 
nnd  responsibility,  all  the  powers  necessary  to  carry  into  efiect 
those  granted  to  it  by  the  constitution?  What  would  have  been 
the  consequence?  Who  can  doubt  that  a state  of  perpeiual  and 
dangerous  conflict  between  the  departments  would  be  the  ne- 
cessary, the  inevitable  result,  and  that  the  strongest  would  ul- 
timately absorb  all  the  powers  of  the  other  departments?  Need 
I designate  which  is  that  strongest?  Need  I prove  that  the  exe- 
cutive, as  the  armed  interpreter,  as  I said  on  another  occasion, 
vested  with  the  patronage  of  the  government,  would  ultimately 
become  the  sole  expounder  of  the  constitution?  It  was  to  avoid 
this  daugerous  conflict  between  the  departments,  and  to  pro- 
vide most  effectually  against  the  abuses  of  discretionary  or  im 
plied  powers,  that  this  provision  has  vested  all  the  implied 
powers  in  congress. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  they  not  liable  to  abuse  in  the  liands 
of  congress?  Will  not  the  same  principle  of  our  nature,  which 
impels  one  department  to  encroach  upon  the  other,  equally  im- 
pel congress  to  eucroacli  upon  the  executive  department? 
Those  who  framed  the  constitution  clearly  foresaw  this  danger, 
and  have  taken  measures  eflectually  to  guard  against  it.  With 
this  view,  the  constitution  has  raised  the  president,  from  being 
a mere  executive  oflicer,  to  a participation  in  the  legislative 
functions  of  the  government;  and  has,  among  other  legislative 
powers,  clothed  him  with  that  of  the  veto,  mainly  with  a view 
to  protect  his  rights  against  the  encroachment  of  congress.  In 
virtue  of  this  inrportant  power,  no  bill  can  become  a law  till 
submitted  for  his  consideration.  If  he  approve,  it  becomes  a 
law;  but  if  he  disapprove,  it  is  rr  lui  ned  to  the  house  in  which 
It  originated,  and  cannot  bi:eome  a law  unless  passed  by  |,wo- 
thirds  of  both  houses;  and,  in  order  to  guard  his  powers  against 
the  encroachment  of  congress,  through  all  the  avenues  by  which 
It  can  possibly  be  approached,  the  coustituiion  expressly  pro- 
vides, “that  every  order,  resolution  oi  vole,  to  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  may  be  ne- 
tessary,”  [none  other  can  pass  the  limits  of  their  respective 


halls],  “except  on  a question  of  adjournment,  shall  be  present- 
ed to  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him;  or,  being  disapprov- 
ed by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two  thirds  of  the  senate  and 
the  house  of  representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limita- 
tions prescribed  in  the  ease  of  a bill.”  These  provisions,  with 
the  patronage  of  the  executive,  give  ample  protection  to  the 
powers  of  the  president,  against  the  encroachment  of  congress, 
as  experience  has  abundantly  shown. 

But  here  a very  important  question  presents  itself,  which, 
when  properly  considered,  throws  a Hood  of  light  on  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration.  Why  has  the  constitution  limited 
the  veto  power  to  bills,  and  to  the  orders,  voles  and  re-solulions, 
requiring  the  concurrence  of  both  houses?  Why  not  also  ex- 
tend it  to  their  separate  voles,  orders  or  resolutions?  But  one 
answer  can  be  given.  The  object  is  to  protect  the  independence 
of  the  two  houses— to  prevent  the  executive  from  interfering 
with  their  proceedings,  or  to  have  any  control  over  them,  as  is 
atlemiited  in  this  protest;  on  the  great  principle  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  liberty,  and  without  wliich  it  cannot  he  pre- 
served, that  deliberative  bodies  should  be  left  without  extrane- 
ous control  or  influence,  free  to  express  their  opinions  and  to 
conduct  their  proceedings  according  to  their  own  sense  of  pro-  . 
priety.  And  we  find,  accordingly,  that  the  constitution  has  not 
only  limited  the  veto  to  Hie  cases  requiring  the  concurring  votes 
of  the  two  houses,  but  has  expressly  vested  each  house  with 
the  power  of  establishing  its  own  rules  of  proccediu'i,  according 
to  its  will  and  pleasure,  without  limitation  or  check.  Within 
these  walls,  then,  the  senate  is  the  sole  and  absolute  judge  of 
its  own  (lowers;  and,  in  the  mode  of  conducting  our  business, 
and  in  determining  how,  and  when,  our  opinions  ought  to  be 
expressed,  there  is  no  other  standard  of  right  or  wrong,  to  which 
an  appeal  can  be  made,  but  the  constitution,  and  the  rules  of 
proceedings  established  under  the  authority  of  the  senate  itself. 
And  so  solicitous  is  the  constitution  to  secure  to  each  house  a 
full  control  over  its  own  proceedings,  and  the  freest  and  fullest 
expression  of  opinion,  on  all  subjects,  that  even  the  majesty  of 
the  laws  are  relaxed  to  ensure  a jierfcct  freedom  of  debate.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  jirovision  of  the  constilutinn, 
which  I have  cited,  in  vesting  in  congress  the  implied  or  con- 
structive powers,  is  so  worded  as  not  to  comprehend  the  dis- 
cretionary powers  of  the  two  houses,  in  determining  the  rules 
of  their  proceedings,  which,  of  course,  places  them  beyond  the 
interference  of  congress  itself. 

Let  us  now  cast  our  eyes  back,  in  order  that  we  may  com- 
prehend, at  a single  glance,  the  admirable  arrangements  by 
which  the  harmony  of  the  government  is  secured,  w’ithout  im- 
pairing the  separate  existence  and  independence  of  the  parts. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  conflicts  which  would  have  resulted, 
necessarily,  if  each  department  had  been  left  to  construe  its 
own  powers,  all  the  implied  or  constructive  powers  are  vested 
in  congress;  that  congress  should  not,  through  its  implied  povv- 
ers,  encroach  upon  the  executive  department,  (I  omit  the  judi- 
ciary as  not  belonging  to  the  ((Uestion),  the  president  is  clotheil 
with  the  veto  power;  and  that  his  veto  shotihl  not  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  the  two  houses,  to  control  their  respective  pror 
ceedings,  it  is  limited  to  bills  or  votes  that  require  the  concur- 
rence of  the  two  houses.  It  is  thus  that  our  walls  are  interpos- 
ed to  protect  the  rights  which  belong  to  ns,  as  a separate  con- 
stituent member  of  the  government  , from  the  encroachments  of 
the  executive  power;  and  it  is  thus  that  the  power  which  re 
placed  in  his  hands,  as  a shield  to  protect  him  against  the  im- 
plied or  constructive  jiowers  of  congress,  is  prevented  from 
being  converted  into  a sword  to  attack  the  rights  which  are  ex- 
clusively vested  in  the  two  houses. 

Having  now  established,  beyond  controversy,  that  the  presi- 
dent has  no  implied  or  constructive  power — that  he  has  no  au- 
thority to  exercise  any  right,  not  expressly  granted  to  him  by 
the  eonsiitulion,  or  veste  d in  him  by  law;  and  that  the  consti- 
tution has  secured  to  the  senate  the  sole  right  of  regulating  its 
own  proceedings,  free  from  all  interference;  the  fabric  reared 
by  this  paper,  and  wliich  rests  upon  the  opposite  basis,  pre  sup- 
posing  the  right  to  the  fullest  and  boldest  assumption  of  discre- 
tionary powers,  on  the  part  of  the  lucsident,  falls  prostrate  in 
the  dust. 

With  these  vievvs  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I should  waste 
the  time  of  the  senate  in  examining  its  contents;  jut  if  addi- 
tional (iroof  were  necessary  to  confirm  (he  truth  of  my  rcmark.s, 
and  to  show  how  strong  would  have  been  the  tendency  to  con- 
flict, and  how  dangerous  it  would  have  beeu  to  have  left  tlm 
several  departrm  nts  in  pos.sessiou  of  the  right  to  exercise  im- 
plied powers  at  their  pleasure,  this  pajier  would  afford  the 
strongest.  In  illustration  of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion,  I 
will  select  two  or  three  of  its  leading  positions,  which  will  show 
what  feeble  barriers  reason  or  regard  to-eonsistcncy  would  be 
to  [irevenl  conflict  between  the  departments,  or  to  protect  the 
legislative  from  the  executive  branch  of  the  government,  and 
how  regardless  the  president  is  of  consi.'tency  or  reason,  where 
the  object  is  the  advancement  of  the  powers  of  his  department. 

In  order  to  prove  that  the  senate  had  no  right  to  pass  the  re- 
solution in  question,  the  president  enters  into  a long  disqui.-i- 
lion  on  the  nature  and  character  of  our  government.  He  tells 
us,  that  it  consists  of  three  separate  and  independent  rteparl 
ments — the  legislative,  executive  and  the  judicial.  That  the 
first  is  vested  in  congrefas,  the  second  in  the  president,  and  the 
last  in  the  courts,  with  a few  excc|»tiuns,  which  he  enumerates. 
He  also  informs  us,  tli.u  these  department^  are  coequal,  and 
that  neither  has  the  right  to  coerce  or  control  the  other;  and 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  24,  1834— DEBATE  ON  THE  PROTEST, 


cuticliides,  that  the  senate  had  no  right  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion in  question. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  inquire,  whether  the  view  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  lh(5  president  h.is  presented,  be  or  he  not  cor 
reel;  but,  if  it  were,  it  would  not  he  difficult  to  show',  iliai  his 
conception,  that  they  are  coequal,  and  that  neither  has  a right 
to  coerce  or  control  the  other,  taken  in  the  ordinary  accepta- 
tion of  these  terms,  would  deprive  the  senate  of  all  its  judicial 
powers,  and  much  of  its  legislative.  I will  assume  that  his 
views  aie  correct;  and  that,  as  coequal  departments,  neither 
has  the  right  to  interfere  with  the  other;  and  what  follows.^  If 
we  have  no  right  to  disapprove  of  his  conduct,  he  surely  has 
none,  on  his  own  principle,  to  disapprove  of  outs.  It  would 
seem  impossible,  that  so  obvious  and  necessary  a consequence 
could  be  overlooked;  yetso  blind  is  ambition  in  pursuit  ol  pow- 
er— so  regardless  of  reason  or  consistency — that  the  president, 
while  he  denies  to  us  the  right  to  interfere  with  him,  or  to  ques- 
tion his  acts,  does  not  hesitate  to  charge  the  senate,  directly 
and  repeatedly,  with  usurpation,  and  a violation  of  the  laws 
and  of  the  constitution. 

The  advocates  of  the  president,  could  not  but  feel  the  glaring 
inconsistency  and  absurdity  of  his  course;  and,  in  order  to  re- 
concile his  conduct  with  the  principles  that  he  laid  down,  as- 
serted, in  the  discussion,  that  he  sent  his  protest,  not  as  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  but  in  his  individual  character,  as 
Andrew  Jackson.  VVe  may  assert  any  thing — that  black  is 
white,  or  tliat  while  is  black.  Every  page,  every  line  of  this 
paper,  contradicts  the  assertion.  He,  throughout,  speaks  in  his 
official  character,  as  president  of  the  United  States,  and  regards 
the  supposed  injury  that  has  been  done  him,  as  an  injury  to 
him,  not  in  his  private,  but  in  his  official  character.  But  the 
explanation  only  removes  the  difficulty  one  step  further  back. 

I would  ask,  what  right  has  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  divest  himself  of  his  official  character,  in  a question  between 
him  and  this  body,  touching  his  official  conduct?  Where  is 
his  authority  to  descend  from  his  high  station,  in  order  to  de- 
fend himself,  as  a mere  private  individual,  in  what  relates  to 
him  in  his  public  character? 

But,  the  part  of  this  paper  which  is  the  most  char.icteristic — 
that  which  lets  us  into  the  real  nature  and  character  of  this 
iiiovemenl — is  the  source  from  which  the  president  derives  the 
right  to  interfere  with  our  proceedings.  He  does  not  even  pre- 
tend to  derive  it  from  any  power  vested  in  him  by  the  constitu- 
tion, express  or  implied.  He  knew  that  such  an  attempt  would 
be  utterly  hopeless;  and  accordingly,  instead  of  a question  of 
right,  he  makes  it  a question  of  duly;  and  thus  inverts  the  order 
of  things;  referring  his  rights  to  his  duties,  instead  of  his  duties  to 
his  rights,  and  forgetting  that  rights  always  precede  duties,  and 
are  in  fact  but  the  obligations  which  they  impose,  and  of  course 
that  they  do  not  confer  power,  but  impose  obedience— obe- 
dience, in  his  case,  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties.  The  opposite  view — that  on  which 
he  acts,  and  which  would  give  to  the  president  a right  to  as- 
sume whatever  duty  he  might  choose,  and  to  convert  such  du- 
ties into  powers — would,  if  adinitled,  render  him  as  absolute  as 
the  autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Taking  this  erroneous  view  of 
his  powers,  he  could  be  at  little  loss  to  justify  his  conduct.  To 
justify,  did  I say?  he  takes  higher,  far  higher  ground;  he  makes 
liis  interference  a matter  of  obligation;  of  solemn  obligation; 
imperious  necessity — the  tyrant’s  plea.  He  tells  us  that  it  was 
due  to  his  station,  to  public  opinion,  to  proper  self-respect,  to 
the  obligation  imposed  by  his  constitutional  oath,  his  duty  to 
see  the  laws  faithfully  executed,  his  responsibility  as  the  head 
of  the  executive  department,  and  to  his  obligation  to  the  Ame- 
rican people,  as  their  immediate  representative,  to  interpose  his 
authority  against  the  usurpations  of  the  senate.  Infatuated  man! 
blinded  by  ambition — intoxicated  by  flattery  and  vanity!  Who, 
that  is  least  acquainted  with  the  human  heart — who,  that  is 
conversant  with  the  page  of  history,  does  not  see,  under  all  this, 
the  workings  of  a dark,  lawless  and  insatiable  ambition;  which, 
if  not  arrested,  will  Anally  impel  him  to  his  own,  or  his  coun- 
try’s ruin? 

It  would  be  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that  this  protest  is  the 
termination  of  his  hostility  against  the  senate.  It  is  but  the 
commencement — it  is  the  proclamation  in  which  he  makes 
known  his  will  to  the  senate,  claims  their  obedience,  and  ad- 
monishes them  of  their  danger,  should  they  refuse  to  repeal 
their  ordinance — no,  not  ordinance — their  resolution.  I am  hur- 
ried away  by  the  recollection  of  the  events  of  the  last  session. 
The  hostilities  then  and  now  waged  are  the  same  in  their  na- 
ture, character  and  principle;  difiering  only  in  their  objects  and 
the  parties.  Then  it  was  directed  against  a sovereign  member 
of  this  confederacy— now  against  the  senate.  Then  the  senate 
was  associated  with  the  executive,  as  its  ally — now  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  his  attack.  I repeat;  hostilities  will  be  prosecuted 
• against  us,  unless  w'e  repeal  our  resolutions,  to  effect  which,  is 
the  object  of  sending  us  thi%  protest;  for,  disguise  it  as  we  will, 
to  receive  this  protest  and  to  enter  it  upon  our  journal  would  be 
a virtual  repeal;  a surrrender  of  our  rights,  and  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  superiority;  and  in  that  light  it  would  be  consider- 
ed by  the  country  and  the  world;  by  the  present  and  future  ge- 
nerations. 

Should  we  repeal  our  resolutions  by  receiving  and  entering 
the  protest  on  the  journal,  we  no  doubt  will  be  taken  into  fa- 
vor, and  our  past  oft'ences  be  forgiven;  but  if  not  we  may  ex- 
pect that  the  war  message,  (unless  indeed  the  public  indigna- 
tion should  arrest  it),  will  follow  in  due  time,  of  which  the  pro- 
test contains  many  indications,  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
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It  is  impossible  for  the  most  careless  observer  to  read  this 
paper  without  being  struck  with  the  extreme  solicitude  which 
the  president  evinces  to  place  himself  in  a position  between 
the  senate  and  the  people.  He  tells  us  again  and  again,  with 
the  greatest  emphasis,  that  he  is  the  immediate  representative 
of  the  American  people.  He  the  immediate  representative  of 
the  American  people!  I thought  the  president  professed  to  be 
a slate  rights’  man,  placed  at  the  head  of  the  state  rights’  parly; 
that  he  believed  that  the  people  of  these  states  were  united  in  a 
constitutional  compact,  as  forming  distinct  and  sovereign  corn- 
muniiics;  and  that  no  .xiich  community  or  people,  as  the  Ame- 
rican people,  taken  in  the  aggregate  existed.  I had  supposed 
that  he  was  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  the  only  title  by 
which  he  is  legally  and  constiiutionally  known;  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  not  represented  in  a single  drqiartnient  of  the 
government;  no,  not  even  in  the  other  house,  which  represents 
the  people  of  the  several  states,  as  distinct  from  the  people  in 
the  aggregate,  as  was  solemnly  determined  at  the  very  coiii- 
menceiiient  of  the  government,  under  the  immediate  authority 
of  Washington  himself.  Such,  1 had  supposed,  was  the  estab- 
lished political  creed  of  the  party  at  the  head  of  which  he  profes- 
sed to  be,  and  yet  he  claims  to  be  not  only  the  rtpresenialive, 
hut  the  immediate  representative  of  the  American  people. — 
What  efl'rontery!  What  boldness  of  assertion!  The  immediate 
representative!  VV’liy,  he  never  received  a vole  from  the  Ame- 
riqari  people.  He  was  elected  by  electors,  elected  either  by  the 
people  of  the  stales  or  by  their  legislatures;  and  of  course  i.s 
at  least  as  far  removed  from  the  people  as  the  members  of  this 
body,  who  are  elected  by  legislatures  chosen  by  the  people;  and 
who,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  more  fully  and  perfectly  repre- 
sent the  people  of  these  stales  than  the  electoral  colleges;  since 
the  introduction  of  national  conventions,  composed  of  oflice 
holders  jand  aspirants,  under  whose  auspices  the  presidential 
candidate  of  the  dominant  party  is  selected,  and  who,  instead 
of  the  real  voice  of  the  people,  utter  that  of  a mercenary  corps, 
with  interests  directly  hostile  to  theirs. 

But  why  all  this  solicitude  on  the  part  of  tlie  president  to 
place  himself  near  to  the  people,  and  to  push  us  off  to  the  greatest 
distance?  Why  this  solicitude  to  make  himself  their  sole  repre- 
sentative, thoir  only  guardian  and  protector,  their  only  friend 
and  supporter?  The  object  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  prepara- 
nory  to  farther  hosuilities — to  an  appeal  to  the  people;  and  is  in- 
tended to  prepare  the  way  in  order  to  transmit  to  them  his  de- 
claration of  war  againstthe  senate,  with  a view  to  enlist  them  as 
his  allies  in  the  war,  which  he  contemplates  waging  against 
this  branch  of  the  government.  If  any  one  doubts  his  inten- 
tion, let  him  cast  his  eyes  over  the  contents  of  this  paper,  and 
mark  with  what  anxiety  he  seeks  to  place  himself  in  an  attitude 
hostile  to  the  senate;  how  he  has  converted  a simple  expression 
of  opinion  into  an  accusation — a charge  of  guilt — a denuncia- 
tion of  his  conduct — an  impeachmeni,  in  which  he  represents 
himself  as  having  been  tried  and  condemned  without  hearing  or 
investigation.  The  president  is  an  old  tactician,  and  under- 
stands well  tire  advantage  of  carrying  on  a defensive  war  with 
offeirsive  operations,  in  which  the  assailed  assaults  the  assail- 
ant; and  his  object  is  to  gain  a position  so  commanding,  in  the 
prosecution  of  hostilities  which  he  meditates. 

Having  secured  this  important  position,  as  he  supposed,  he 
next  endeavors  to  e.xdte  the  sympathy  of  the  people,  whom 
he  seeks  to  make  his  allies  in  the  contest.  He  tells  them  of  his 
wounds — wounds  received  in  the  war  of  the  revolution — of  bis 
patriotism;  of  his  disinterestedness;  of  his  freedom  from  avarice 
or  ambition;  of  his  advanced  age,  and  finally,  of  his  religion;  of 
his  indifference  to  the  aft’airs  of  this  life,  and  of  his  solicitude 
about  that  which  is  to  come.  C:ni  we  mistake  the  object?  Who 
doe.s  not  see  what  is  intended?  I.et  Us  bring  under  a single 
glance  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  first  seized  upon  the  public 
money,  took  it  from  the  custody  of  the  law,  and  placed  it  in  hi« 
own  possession,  as  much  so  as  if  placed  in  his  own  pocket. 
The  senate  disapproves  of  the  act,  and  onposes  the  only  obstacle, 
that  prevents  him  from  becoming  completely  master  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury.  To  crush  the  resistance  which  they  interpose  to 
his  will,  he  seeks  a quarrel  with  them;  and,  with  that  view, 
seizes  on  the  resolution  in  question  as  the  pretext.  He  sends 
us  a protest  against  it,  in  which  he  resorts  to  every  art  to  enlist 
the  feelings  of  the  people  on  his  side,  preparatory  to  a direct  ap- 
peal to  them,  with  a view  to  engage  them  as  allies  in  the  war, 
which  he  intends  to  carry  on  against  the  senate,  till  they  submit 
to  his  authority.  He  has  proclaimed  in  advance,  that  the  right 
to  interfere,  involves  the  right  to  make  that  interference  effec- 
tual. To  make  it  so,  force  only  is  wanting.  Give  him  an  ade- 
quate force,  and  a speedy  termination  would  be  put  to  the  con- 
troversy. 

Since,  then,  hostilities  are  intended,  it  is  time  that  we  should 
deliberate  how  we  ought  to  act;  how  the  assaults  upon  our  con- 
stitutional rights  and  privileges  ought  to  be  met.  If  we  consult, 
what  is  due  to  the  wisdom  and  dignity  of  the  senate,  there  is 
but  one  mode:  meet  it  at  the  threshold.  Encroachments  arc 
most  easily  resisted  at  the  commencement.  It  is  at  the  extreme 
point — on  the  frontier — that,  in  a contest  of  this  description, 
the  assailant  is  the  weakest,  and  the  assailed  the  strongest.  It 
is  there  that  the  purpose  of  the  usurper  is  the  most  feeble,  and 
the  indignation  of  those  whose  rights  are  encroached  upon,  the 
strongest.  Permit  the  frontier  of  our  rights  to  be  passed,  and 
let  the  question  be,  not  resistance  to  usurpation,  but  at  what 
point  we  shall  resist,  ami  the  conquest  will  be  more  than  half 
achieved.  I,  at  least,  said  Mr.  Calhoun,  will  act  on  these 
principles.  I shall  take  my  stand  at  the  door  of  the  senate, 
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if  I should  stand  there  alone.  I deny  the  right  of  the  pre- 
fildent  ttt  send  us  his  protest.  I deny  his  right  to  question, 
Within  this  chamber,  our  opinions,  in  any  case,  or  in  reference 
to  any  subject  whatever.  He  has  no  right  to  enter  here  in 
hostile  array.  These  walls  separate  us.  Beyond  this,  he  has 
bis  veto  to  protect  his  rights  against  aggressions  from  us;  but 
within,  our  authority  is  above  his  interference  or  control. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I,  for  one,  cannot  agree  to  receive 
the  protest.  But  it  is  said,  that  the  senate  never  has  yet  refus- 
ed to  receive  a message  from  the  president.  In  reply,  1 answer, 
that  it  has  never  yet  agreed  to  receive  a protest  from  him;  and 
I,  at  least,  shall  not  contribute  by  my  vote  to  establish  the  first 
precedent  of  the  kind.  With  these  impressions,  although  I 
agree  to  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  senator  from  Mississippi 
(Mr.  Poindexter)  as  modified,  a sense  of  duty  will  compel  me 
to  go  farther,  and  to  add,  at  the  proper  time,  two  additional  re- 
solutions; one  affirming  that  the  president  has  no  right  to  pro- 
test against  our  proceedings,  and  the  other  refusing  to  receive 
this,  his  protest. 

I have  now  said  all  that  I intend  in  reference  to  the  question 
at  issue  between  the  senate  and  the  president;  and  will  con- 
clude by  a few  remarks  addressed  more  directly  to  the  senate 
itself. 

Of  all  the  surprising  events,  said  Mr.  C.  in  these  surprising 
times,  none  has  astonished  me  more,  than  that  there  should  be 
any  division  of  opinion,  even  the  slightest,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
senate  to  pass  the  resolution  which  has  been  seized  on  as  the 
pretext  to  send  us  this  protest.  Before  the  commencement  of 
the  discussion,?!  would  not  have  believed,  that  there  was  a sin- 
gle individual,  in  our  country,  the  least  conversant  with  parlia- 
mentary proceedings,  who  entertained  any  doubt  of  the  right  of 
any  free  and  deliberative  body,  fully  and  freely  to  discuss  and 
express  their  opinion  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  public  in- 
terests, whether  in  reference  to  men  or  measures;  or  whether 
in  approbation  or  disapprobation,  I venture  the  assertion,  that 
such  a right  has  never  been  questioned  before  in  this  country; 
either  here  or  in  the  stale  legislatures,  or  in  Great  Britain,  for 
the  last  century,  by  any  party,  whig  or  lory.  Nor  is  my  asto- 
nishment diminished  by  the  distinction,  which  has  been  attempt- 
ed to  be  taken,  between  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  public  officers,  intended  to  terminate  in 
some  legislative  act, and  those  not  so  intended— a distinction 
without  example  or  precedent,  and  without  principle  and  reason. 
Noram  I less  surprised,  that  it  should  be  gravely  asserted,  as  it 
has  been  in  debate,  that  the  resolution  in  question  was  not  in- 
tended to  terminate  in  some  ulterior  legislative  measure.  How 
this  impression  was  made,  or  could  be  ventured  to  be  expressed, 

1 am  at  a loss  to  conceive,  as  it  was  openly  avowed,  and  fully  un- 
derstood, that  we  only  waited  for  the  proper  moment  to  carry  the 
resolution  into  effect,  by  giving  it  the  form  of  a joint  act  of  both 
houses.  Nor  is  the  attempt  to  limit  our  legislative  functions  by 
our  judicial,  in  reference  to  the  resolutions,  le.ss  extraordinary. 

1 had  supposed,  that  our  judicial  were  in  addition  to  our  legis- 
lative functions,  and  not  in  diminution;  and  that  we  possess  to 
the  full  extent,  without  limitation  or  subtraction,  all  the  legisla- 
tive powers  possessed  by  the  house  of  representatives,  with  a 
single  exception,  as  provided  in  the  constitution.  Were  it  pos- 
sible to  raise  a rational  doubt  on  the  subject,  the  example  ol  the 
English  parliament  would  clearly  prove,  that  our  judicial  func- 
tions impose  no  restrictions  on  oiir  legislative.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  house  of  lords,  like  the  senate,  possess  the  power  of 
trying  impeachments,  and  I venture  to  assert,  that,  in  the  long 
eourse  of  time  in  which  it  has  exercised  this  power,  not  a sin- 
gle case  can  be  pointed  out,  in  which  it  was  supposed  that  its 
judicial  functions  were  diminished  in  any  degree  by  its  legisla- 
tXvAi  and  when  we  reflect,  that  this  portion  of  our  constitution 
is  borrowed  from  the  British,  their  example  must  be  considered 
as  decisive,  as  to  the  point  under  consideration. 

But  let  us  reflect  a moment  to  what  extent  we  must  necessa- 
rily be  carried,  if  we  once  admit  the  principle.  If  the  senate 
has  BO  right,  in  consequence  of  their  judicial  functions,  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  by  vote  or  resolution,  in  reference  to  the  lega- 
lity or  illegality  of  the  acts  of  public  functionaries,  they  have 
no  right  to  express  such  opinion  individually  in  debate;  as  the 
objection,  if  it  exists  at  all,  goes  to  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
by  individuals  as  well  as  by  the  body.  He  who  has  made  up 
.an  opinion  and  avowed  it  in  debate,  would  be  as  much  disqua- 
lified to  perform  his  judicial  functions,  as  a judge  on  a trial  of 
impeachment,  as  if  he  had  expressed  it  by  a vote;  and  of  course, 
whatever  restrictions  the  judicial  functions  of  the  senate  may 
be  supposed  to  impose,  would  be  restrictions  on  the  liberty  of 
discussion,  as  well  as  that  of  voting;  and  consequently  destroy 
the  freedom  of  debate  secured  to  us  by  the  constitution. 

I am,  indeed,  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  amazed,  that  so  great  a 
misconception  of  the  essential  powers  of  a deliberative  body 
should  be  formed,  as  to  deny  to  a legislative  assembly  the  right 
to  express  its  opinions  on  all  subjects  of  a public  nature,  freely, 
fully,  and  without  restriction  or  limitation.  It  inherently  be- 
longs to  the  law-hiaking  power— the  power  to  make,  repeal  and 
to  modify  the  laws;  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of  the  union;  to 
ascertain  its  actual  condition— the  causes  of  existing  disorders; 
to  determine  whether  they  originated  in  the  laws,  or  in  their  ex- 
ecution, and  to  devise  the  proper  remedy.  What  sort  of  a le- 
gislative body  would  it  be,  that  had  no  right  to  pronounce  an 
opinion,  whether  a law  was  or  was  not  in  conformity  to  the 
constitution.^  and  whether  it  had  or  had  not  been  violated  by 
those  appointed  to  administer  the  laws.?  What  could  be  ima- 
gined more  absurd.?  and  yet,  if  the  principle  contended  for  be 


correct,  such  would  be  the  character  of  the  senate.  We  would 
have  no  right  to  prono'unce  a law  unconstitutional,  or  to  assert 
that  it  had  been  violated,  lest  it  should  disqualify  us  from  per- 
forming our  judicial  functions. 

There  seems  to  be  (said  Mr.  C.)  a great  misconception  in  re- 
ference to  the  real  motive  and  character  of  the  legislative  and 
executive  functions.  The  former  is  in  its  nature  deliberative, 
and  involves,  necessarilyj  free  discussion,  and  a full  expression 
of  opinion  on  all  subjects  of  public  interest.  The  latter  is  essen- 
tially the  power  of  executing,  and  has  no  power  of  deliberation 
beyond  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  the  law,  and  carrying  its 
enactments  into  execution;  and  even  within  this  limited  sphere 
its  constructions  of  its  powers  are  formed  under  responsibility, 
not  only  to  public  opinion,  but  also  to  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government. 

But  wherever  the  executive  is  vested  with  any  portion  of  le- 
gislative functions,  so  essentially  do  those  functions  involve  the 
right  of  deliberation,  and  a full  and  free  expression  of  opinion, 
that  they  transfer  with  them,  to  the  executive,  the  right  of  free- 
ly expressing  his  opinions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  such 
functions.  Thus  the  president  of  the  United  States,  who  is 
vested  by  the  constitution  with  the  right  of  communicating  ts 
congress  information  on  the  slate  of  the  union;  of  recommend- 
ing to  its  consideration  such  measures  as,  in  his  opinion,  the 
public  interest  may  require;  to  approve  of  its  acts;  and  to  ratify 
treaties,  which  have  received  the  consent  of  the  senate;  has,  in 
the  performance  of  all  these  high  legislative  functions,  a right  to 
express  his  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  character  and  constitu- 
tionality of  all  the  measures,  in  the  consideration  of  which  may 
be  involved  the  performance  of  these  duties — a right  which  the 
present  chief  magistrate  has,  on  all  occasions,  freely  exercised, 
as  we  have  witnessed  this  session,  both  in  his  annual  message, 
and  the  one  announcing  his  veto  on  the  land  bill.  In  the  former, 
he  pronounced  the  United  Slates  bank  to  be  unconstitutional, 
and  has,  of  course,  according  to  his  own  principle,  impeached 
the  conduct  of  Washington  and  Madison,  (the  former  of  whom 
signed  the  charter  of  the  first  bank,  and  the  latter  of  the  present) 
and  all  of  the  members  of  both  houses  of  congress  who  voted  for 
the  acts  incorporating  them. 

I am  mortified  (said  Mr.  Calhoun)  that  in  this  country,  boast- 
ing of  its  Anglo-Saxon  descent,  that  any  one  of  respectable 
standing,  much  less  the  president  of  the  United  States,  should 
be  found  to  entertain  principles  leading  to  such  monstrous  re- 
sults; and  I can  scarcely  believe  myself  to  be  breathing  tire  air 
of  our  country,  and  to  be  within  the  walls  of  the  senate  cham- 
ber, when  I hear  such  doctrines  vindicated.  It  is  proof  of  the 
wonderful  degeneracy  of  the  times — of  a total  loss  of  the  true 
conceptions  of  constitutional  liberty.  But,  in  the  midst  of  this 
degeneracy,  I perceive  the  symptoms  of  regeneration.  It  is  not 
my  wish  to  touch  on  the  party  designations  that  have  recently 
obtained,  and  which  have  been  introduced  in  the  debate  on  this 
occasion.  I,  however,  cannot  but  remark,  that  the  revival  of 
the  party  names  of  the  revolution,  after  they  had  so  long  slum- 
bered, is  not  without  a meaning— not  without  an  indication  of  a 
return  to  those  principles  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  li- 
berty. 

Gentlemen  ought  to  reflect  that  the  extensive  and  sudden  re- 
vival of  these  names  could  not  be  without  some  adequate  cause.. 
Names  are  not  to  be  taken  or  given  at  pleasure;  there  must  be 
something  to  cause  their  application  to  adhere.  If  I remembev 
rightly,  it  was  Augustus,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  wh® 
said  that  he  found  it  impossible  to  introduce  a new  word 
What,  then,  is  that  something.?  What  is  there  in  the  meaning 
of  whig  and  tory,  and  what  in  the  character  of  the  times,  which 
has  caused  their  sudden  revival,  as  party  designations,  at  this 
time.?  I take  it,  that  the  very  essence  of  toryism— that  which 
constitutes  a tory,  is  to  sustain  prerogative  against  privilege — to 
support  the  executive  against  the  legislative  department  of  the 
government,  and  to  lean  to  the  side  of  power,  against  the  side  of 
liberty;  while  the  whig  is,  in  all  these  particulars,  of  the  very 
opposite  principles.  These  are  the  leading  characteristics 
the  respective  parties,  whig  and  tory,  and  run  through  their  ap- 
plication in  all  the  variety  of  circumstances  in  which  they  have 
been  applied,  either  in  this  country  or  Great  Britain.  Their  sud- 
den revival  and  application  at  this  time  ought  to  admonish  my 
old  friends,  who  are  now  on  the  side  of  the  administration,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  times — something  in  the  existing 
struggle  between  the  parties,  and  in  the  principles  and  doctrines 
advocated  by  those  in  power — which  has  caused  so  sudden  a 
revival,  and  such  extensive  application  of  the  terms.  I have 
not  contributed  to  their  introduction,  nor  am  I desirous  of  seeing 
them  applied;  but  I must  say  to  those  who  are  interested,  that 
they  should  not  be;  that  nothing  but  their  reversing  their  course 
can  possibly  prevent  their  application.  They  owe  it  to  them- 
selves— they  owe  it  to  the  chief  magistrate,  whom  they  support 
(who,  at  least  is  venerable  for  his  years),  as  the  head  of  the 
party— that  they  should  halt  in  their  support  of  the  despotic  and 
slavish  doctrines  which  we  hear  daily  advanced,  before  a return 
of  the  reviving  spirit  of  liberty  shall  overwhelm  them,  and  those 
who  are  leading  them  to  their  ruin. 

I can  speak  (said  Mr,  Calhoun)  with  impartiality.  As  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I wish  no  change  of  party  designations.  I am 
content  with  that  which  designates  those  with  whom  I act.  It 
is,  I admit,  not  very  popular,  but  is  at  least  an  honest  and  a pa- 
triotic name.  It  is  synonymous  to  resistance  to  usurpation- 
usurpation,  come  from  what  quarter,  and  under  what  shape  it 
may;  whether  it  be  that  from  this  government  on  the  rights  of 
the  states,  or  the  executive  on  the  legislative  departmenL 
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The  30th  June  has  been  fixed  on,  in  the  house  ot  re- 
presentatives, as  the  day  of  closing  tlie  present  session  of 
congress.  It  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  the  business  to 
be  disposed  of  will  permit  so  early  an  adjournment.  See 
the  journal  of  proceedings. 

With  considei-able  labor,  we  had  prepared  many  edi- 
torial articles,  and  condensed  views  of  several  things,  for 
this  number,  which  must  be  postponed,  if  not  altogether 
thrown  aside — (such  is  one  of  the  “miseries”  of  editors) 
on  account  of  the  great  length  of  the  reports  of  the  com- 
mittee concerning  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  We 
shall  add  all  the  documents,  and  so  present  them,  by  the 
aid  of  a supplement,  that  our  friends  may  have  tlie  whole 
together  for  convenient  use,  while  thus  also  obtaining  a 
little  more  space  for  current  matters. 

Because  of  this  pressure  for  room,  we  cannot  offer  any 
comments  on  these  reports,  however  much  they  invite 
them;  but  they  surely  deserve,  and  will  receive,  a care- 
ful perusal.  There  are  some  facts  connected  w'ith  the 
publication  of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, that,  in  common  times,  would  have  seemed  very  ex- 
traordinary; the  editor  of  the  “Globe”  being  furnished 
with  a copy  of  it  nearly  two  days  before  the  printers  to 
the  house  of  representatives  were  supplied  with  one, 
though  the  house  had  ordered  that  it  should  be  printed; 
and  thus  that  report,  being  published  on  a Saturday, 
had  two  days  start  of  that  of  the  minority,  presented  on 
the  same  day  and  immediately  afterwards — the  effect  of 
which  seems  to  have  been  calculated.  The  circumstan- 
ces belonging  to  this  proceeding  must  be  recorded,  or 
they  will  be  flatly  denied,  a few  years  hence,  as  having 
possibly  happened. 

The  vote  of  the  senate  concerning  the  pension  money  is 
very  decisive — 26  to  17,  does  not  look  as  if  such  a majority 
should  be  called  “factious.”  Had  the  senate  been  full, 
the  vote  would,  probably,  have  stood  31  to  17.  The  new 
attorney-general  has  been  unlucky  in  his  first  essay. 

Roberts  Vaux  was,  on  Monday  last,  approved  by  the 
senate  as  a director  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  nomination  of  Henry  Horn,  for  the  same  office,  re- 
jected. So  the  senate  has  confirmed  four  out  of  the  five 
nominations  of  the  president. 

The  nomination  of  JMahlon  Dickerson,  as  minister  to 
Russia,  has  been  approved,  as  every  body  expected  that 
it  would  be,  if  thought  necessary  to  send  one  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh:  but  that  oi  Andrew  Stevenson,  present  speak- 
er of  the  house  of  representatives,  it  is  believed  will  not 
be  confirmed. 

The  senate  has  rejected  the  nomination  of  JMartin 
Gordon,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Robbins,  of  Rhode  Island,  has 
been  confirmed  in  his  seat  in  the  senate  by  a large  ma- 
jority— though  yet  less  than  we  had  expected,  consider- 
ing the  real  merits  of  the  case  and  the  late  sanction  of 
the  law  of  the  state  under  the  affected  unconstitutionality 
of  which  his  election  was  questioned. 

Mr.  Forsyth's  speech,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  in- 
tended for  this  number,  though^ nearly  all  in  type,  is,  of 
necessity,  postponed.  We  have  to  do  with  the  speeches 
“as  well  as  we  can” — some  we  make  abstracts  of,  and 
others,  that  should  be  inserted  entire,  are  indefinitely 
“laid  on  the  table;”  and  thus  many  good  things  are  lost, 
so  far  as  it  regards  our  publication  and  preservation  of 
them. 

There  was  an  animated  debate  on  the  proposition  to 
print  a large  number  of  copies  of  the  reports  from  the 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States — for  some  wished  that  the  report  of 
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the  majority  should  be  printed,  without  that  of  the  mi- 
nority being  attached,  &c.  But  they  were  shamed  out  of 
this— and  the  two  reports,  with  their  respective  docu- 
ments, are  to  be  published  together.  The  number  or- 
dered is  30,000. 

The  quantity  of  specie  entered  at  the  custom  house  in  New 
York  from  foreign  places,  between  the  28th  of  March  and  ISili 
of  May,  a period  of  seven  weeks,  was,  of  gold,  §83,238;  silver, 
§2,864,339— total,  §2,947,677.  The  period  commences  after 
some  of  the  large  importations  were  made,  and  there  liave  been 
constantly  large  receipts  from  New  Orleans.  Jt  is  supposed 
that  the  amount  of  specie  received  at  that  poit  since  the  1st  of 
January,  could  not  be  less  than  §6.000,000. 

We  give  the  preceding  as  we  meet  with  it  in  the  news- 
papers. Admit  its  truth — even  make  it  ap[)ear  that  one- 
fourth  more  had  been  added  to  the  specie  capital  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  last  five  months — and  what  is  the 
effect  of  it.?  Instead  of  an  increased  circulation  of  va- 
lues, as  such  an  importation  would  have  produced  in  or- 
dinary times,  the  circulation  has  been  daily  more  and 
more  contracted — and  facilities  to  make  payments  are 
daily  diminished ! There  is  a lesson  in  this  that  dab- 
blers in  the  currency  of  a country  ought  to  consider — and 
fools  may  learn  from  it  the  easiness  of  a transition  to  a 
metallic  currency!!!  Mexico,  with  a reported  capital 
of  480  millions  in  bullion  and  coin,*^  and  with  less  than 
two-thirds  of  our  population,  is  miserably  poor — the  best 
evidences  of  her  public  debt  being  40  or  50  per  cent. 
under  par;  but  we,  w ith  about  25  millions  in  specie,  had 
a plentiful  supply  of  “money,”  and  such  evidences  of 
our  debt  were  from  15  to  20 per  cent,  above  par,  if  sold 
for  gold  or  silver!  There  is  much  matter  for  reflection 
in  these  things,  and  their  operation  will  become  manifest 
to  every  one  that  is  capable  and  willing  to  form  an  opi- 
nion for  himself,  on  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the 
United  States,  as  affected  by  the  war  against  the  bank. 
And  all  the  specie  spoken  of,  the  bank  has,  or  might  have, 
gathered  into  its  vaults,  as  it  came  in!  It  is  clear  that 
public  relief  not  been  afforded  by  the  importations  of 
specie,  if  in  the  whole  ten  millions,  in  the  five  last 
months — nor  would  a supply  of  an  hundred  millions, 
(had  we  the  means  to  purchase  it)  stand  against  the  loss 
of  confidence  that  we  have  sustained,  and  the  loss  of  em- 
ployment and  of  production  suffered,  in  this  unnecessary 
war  of  the  president  against  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

The  “New  York  Courier  & Enqirer”has  a letter  from 
Washington  dated  May  11,  which,  after  speaking  of  the 
loud  cry  that  had  been  made  against  the  bank,  because  of 
the  worthlessness  of  its  western  debts,  says — ^ 

“To  guard  against  the  cry  ii;  future,  the  bank  has  been  in- 
dustriously, but  quietly,  engaged  in  transferring  its  western 
debts  to  the  sen-hoard,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  while  there 
are  very  few  draughts  falling  due  at  tike  western  branches  during 
the  present  spring  and  summer — upwards  of  eleven  millions  of 
dollars  of  their  western  debt  has  been  accepted  by  the  eastern 
merchants  and  fall  due  in  the  cities  of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York  and  Boston,  within  the  next  sixty  days.  Of  this 
sum,  upwards  of  five  millions  fall  due  and  are  payable  at  tho 
branch  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Of  course  these  draughts 
must  he  paid  at  maturity,  and,  as  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
bank  to  extend  its  discounts,  it  follows  that  this  amount  of 
capital  must  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  Up  to  this  period 
the  bank  has  curtailed  but  a very  trifling  amount,  and  the  stock- 
jobbing  cabal  in  this  city,  foreseeing  the  effects  upon  the  money 
market  of  the  payment  of  these  western  draught,  are  preparing 
to  add  to  your  difficulties  by  preying  upon  the  very  wants  and 
distresses  of  the  community  which  they  themselves  have  pro- 
duced. 

The  eleven  millions  spoken  of  cannot  be  paid  in  the 
ensuing  sixty  days,  unless  through  the  liberal  aid  of  the 
bank.  There  is  “no  mistake”  about  that.  But  if  paid, 

*We  do  not  believe  this — though  it  is  so  stated,  in  the  news- 
papers, as  a matter  of  “fact!”  The  amount,  however,  must  be 
a large  one,  and  several  times  greater  than  that  of  the  coin  in 
the  United  Slates. 
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Avill  drain  the  local  banks  of  every  surplus  dollar,  and 
may  forbid  payments  even  in  pursuance  of  appropriations 
made  by  congress! — for  the  eleven  millions  must  be  paid 
in  specie,  or  its  equivalent.  There  is  no  other  way  by 
which  this'  heavy  demand  can  be  satisfied.  We  hope, 
however,  that  the  amount  is  not  correctly  stated.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  bank  has  been  gathering  its  means — 
but  we  ^cannot  believe  lliat  so  rapid  an  accumulation  of 
them  is  designed,  or  is  in  correspondence  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  bank. 

John  B.  Morris  and  R.  W.  Gill,  esquires,  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  hank  of  Maryland, 
have  made  a report  concerning  tlie  aftairs  of  that  institu- 
tion, which  Thomas  Ellicott,  esq.  the  other  trustee,  de- 
clined to  unite  in.  AV^e  cannot  insert  this  report  in  the 
])i-esent  sheet,  but  it  shall  be  pi-eserved,  as  well  for  in- 
struction, as  on  account  of  tlie  exLraordinaries  which  it 
exhibits.  The  result  seems  to  be  this — that  the  supposed 
available  means  of  the  bank  are  $1,001,661 — with  doubt- 
ful (we  think  this  word  should  have  been  desperate),  and 
disputed  claims  in  its  favor  amounting  to  $683,569  more^ 
whereas  the  circulation,  certificates  and  other  claims 
against  the  bank,  amount  to  $1,683,218 — and  of  which  we 
do  not  believe  that  50  cents  in  tlie  dollar  can  be  paid. 
But  we  shall  insert  the  report  at  length — that  every  one 
may  judge  for  himself. 

The  London  Mercantile  Journal  stales  that  money  has  be- 
come so  abundant,  tlial  discounts  in  some  cases  have  been  ob- 
tained at  the  extremely  low  rate  of  one  and  a half  per  cent,  per 
annum.  The  current  rale,  however,  is  two  and  two  and  a half 
per  cent,  and  considerable  sensation  has  been  excited  by  an 
offer  of  the  bank  of  England,  to  lend  money  for  a month  at  the 
rale  of  three  per  cent.  The  editor  of  the  Journal  remarks  that 
“it  is  surprising  that  in  such  a money  market  there  should  not 
be  sagacity  enough  to  buy  up  American  Stocks,  which  are  as 
secure  as  any  in  the  world,  and  yield  an  interest  of  five  and  six 
per  cent,  ami  upwards.  [What!  corrupt  our  people,  by  loaning 
them  money.?  ^'Feridi  credit! J 

Mr.  Ritchie  is  “sorry,”  very  sorry,  indeed,  that 
Messrs.  Grundy  and  Benton,  of  the  senate,  voted  for  the 
large  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road — and  has 
bespoke  a veto  against  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  We 
regard  this  as  the  very  essence  of  “democracy”' — that 
the  will  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the 

states,  is “just  nothing  at  all,”  if  opposed  to  that  of 

the  president  and  Mr.  Ritchie.  But  it  is  possible  that 
this  bill  may  not  pass  the  house,  unless  Mr.  Clatfs  land 
bill  shall  pass  it.  Some  think  that  they  link  together. 

Many  cases  of  cholera  are  occurring  in  the  west  and 
south-west,  and  especially  in  the  steamboats  on  the  ri- 
vers. Cases  have  happened  on  board  of  the  passenger 
vessels  arrived  at  Quebec. 

We  regret  to  see  that  many  emigrants  are  arriving 
from  Europe — 886  reached  New  York  in  one  day,  last 
week»  We  are  already  much  over-stocked  with  labor- 
ers, and  these  must  interfere  with  those  that  we  had 
seeking  employment.  Large  numbers  are  also  pouring 
into  Canada. 

The  U.  S.  frigate  Potomac,  capt.  Downes,  arrived  at 
Boston  on  the  23d  inst.  The  Mercantile  Journal  says — • 
The  officers  and  crew,  generally  speaking,  are  in  good  health; 
more  especially  so,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  ship  has  just 
completed  a voyage,  longer  and  more  arduous  than  had  previ- 
ously been  performed  by  any  frigate  in  our  navy. 

The  Potomac  having  circumnavigated  the  globe,  and  crossed 
and  recrossed  the  equator  six  times,  she  has  encountered  dan- 
gers of  navigation  unknown  in  ordinary  voyages.  The  men 
have  been  exposed  to  disease  and  pestilence  in  the  most  insa- 
lubrious regions  of  the  earth;  and  shared,  besides  the  risks  of 
war,  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  Malay  forts.  Yet  the 
ship  has  been  safely  navigated  throughout,  no  casualty  of  any 
moment  having  occurred  during  the  cruise;  and  the  degree  of 
mortality  has  been  even  less  than  usual  on  board  vessels  of 
war,  only  twenty-seven  having  died,  (including  those  killed  in 
battle  at  Q.uallah  Battoo),  out  of  about  500  souls  on  board. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Peacock,  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
25th  inst.  after  a long  cruise — last  from  Rio  Janeiro — 
capt.  Geisinger  and  his  officers  and  crew,  “all  well.” 


“The  Richmond  Compiler  makes  out  a tabular  statement  of 
the  manner  in  which  each  senatorial  distiict  in  that  slate  voted 
at  the  recent  election.  The  senaiois,  it  is  known,  were  not 
then  all  elected— hut  as  the  Virginia  doctrine  requires  that  the 
representative  shall  vote  according  to  the  wishes  of  his  consti- 
tuents, it  would  seem  that  the  senate  will  have  to  consider 
itself  instructed  to  vote  ag.unst  general  Jackson.  The  Compi- 
ler says:  We  have  endeavored  to  make  out  an  accurate  siaie- 
nienl,  and  the  lesnll  to  which  we  have  come  i.-,  that  if  the  se- 
nators represent,  as  they  are  bound  to  do,  the  wishes  of  their 
eonsliluents,  we  shall  have  a majority  of  three-fourlhs  against 
the  adininistrulion! — that  is  24  whig  votes  and  8 Jackson.’’ 

Tlie  political  excitement  in  western  Virginia  is  said 
to  be  without  precedent. 

The  general  slate  of  tilings  in  Mexico  and  South  Ame- 
rica is  very  uncomfortable.  Revolution  is  still  the 
“order  of  the  day,”  and  nothing  seems  settled. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  26.  Tlie  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  depart- 
ment of  slate  on  the  subject  of  the  patent  office. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  a iiiemoiial  lioin  Iluiitingdon  county.  Pa. 
remonstrating  against  the  removal  of  the  deposiles — read,  8tc.: 
after  some  strong  and  appropriate  remarks  by  Mr.  C. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  five  memorials  from  Indiana,  all  re- 
iTionstratiiig  against  the  measures  of  the  executive  in  regard  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  these  iiieinorials  were  numerously  signed  by 
all  political  parties,  and  by  men  of  every  pursuit  and  occupa- 
tion in  life.  That  they  eaine  from  parts  of  the  state  where  the 
friends  of  the  present  chief  magistrate  were  numerous  and  the 
parly  strong;  but  that  in  these  instances  all  other  considerations 
had  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and  this  subject  taken  up  because 
the  people  felt  what  they  said;  that  these  memorials  were  not 
to  be  viewed  as  party  productions,  but  as  the  expressions  of  the 
opinions  of  an  honest,  intelligent  people,  truly  representing  the 
condition  of  their  country,  the  causes  which  had  produced  it, 
and  the  remedy,  in  their  opinion,  proper  to  be  adopted. 

The  population  inhabiting  the  counties  from  which  these  me- 
morials came  was  a mixed  one,  grouped  together  from  almost 
every  quarter  of  the  world,  chiefly,  however,  from  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  England,  and  from  the 
Swiss  cantons  in  Europe.  Their  pursuits  were  mainly  agricul- 
tural; that  they  were  the  exporters  a.s  well  as  the  growers  of 
iheir  produce:  their  market  was  New  Orleans;  they  had  as  little 
direct  interest  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  any  people 
in  the  union;  but  in  the  prosperity  of  the  bank  of  the  United' 
States,  they  had  a deep  interest— for  having  no  state  banks  as 
yet  in  operation,  tlie  paper  of  that  bank  had  largely  entered  into 
the  circulating  medium  of  that  section  of  the  country. 

The  people  think  that  past  experience  demonstrates  the  con- 
venience and  necessity  of  a paper  circulating  medium,  conver- 
tible into  specie,  to  supply  the  want  of  sufficient  metallic  cur- 
rency. They  believe  that  a sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver does  not  exist  to  form  a circulating  medimii,  and  that  a sud- 
den change,  or  aiternpl  at  change,  could  not  fail  to  prostrate  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  They  believe  that  the  country 
cannot  get  along  without  a national  bank;  that,  without  such 
an  institution,  the  currency  cannot  have  either  soundness  or 
stability,  nor  can  the  exchanges  of  the  country  be  equalized  or 
regulated.  And  in  these  opinions  Mr.  H.  entirely  concurred. 

Mr.  H.  was  no  advocate  for  the  present  bank;  would  prefer  a 
new  bank  located  in  Washington.  This  location  he  conceived 
would  remove  the  constitutional  objection;  and  he  would  be 
for  a bank  of  less  capital. 

Mr.  H.  said  no  one  regretted  the  removal  of  the  deposiles 
more  than  himself.  It  was  an  unfortunate  measure  for  the 
country.  He  did  not  doubt  the  power  or  motive  of  removal; 
hut  he  rearetted  the  measure  as  deleterious  and  injudicious. 
He  had  said  by  his  vote,  that  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  were 
unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  had  no  doubt  hut  the  memorialists  fully 
believed  in  all  the  distresses  which  they  mentioned;  but  their 
petitions  only  recited  what  had  been  alleged  on  this  floor  for 
the  last  four  or  five  months;  and  the  reason  why  petitions  were 
so  late  in  coming  from  that  distance,  mu.st  be  because  the  pe- 
titioners were  so  far  off  from  the  source  of  alarm. 

Mr.  Hendricks  repelled  the  idea,  that  the  memorials  which  he 
had  just  presented  to  the  senate,  had  been  produced  in  any  de- 
gree by  the  panic  which  pervades  the  country,  or  that  they  had 
been  gotten  up  for  political  effect.  The  memorialists  were  nei- 
ther panic  makers,  nor  more  liable  to  alarm  from  a distance  than 
the,  people  from  any  other  portions  of  the  union. 

The  senate  then,  in  succession,  took  up  thirteen  bills  for  the 
relief  of  private  individuals,  which  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  resumed,  being  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary  on  the  pension  books;  and  Mr. 
Kane  concluded  his  remarks,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Clayton. 

The  que«lion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  following  re- 
solution, (moved  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  original  report). 


The  result  of  the  late  elections  in  Virginia,  Is  best 
shewn  in  the  following-— 


as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  department  of  war  is  not  warranted  in  ap- 
pointing pension  agents  in  any  slate  or  territory,  where  the  bank 
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of  the  United  Stcitea,  or  one  of  ita  branches,  lias  been  establish- 
ed; except  when  specially  authorised  by  act  of  congress. 

And  decided  as  t'ollows: 

YJKA3— Messrs.  Uell,  Bibh,  Clack,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghu>sen,  Kent,  King,  of  Geo. 
Leigh,  Manguiii,  Naudaiii,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Rob- 
bins, Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tom- 
linson, Waggaman,  VVeb.^ler — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
ton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 15. 

So  this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to  the  following 
resolution: 

Rcso/ced,  That  the  act  of  congress  “for  the  relief  of  certain 
ofliccrs  and  soldiers  ol  the  revolution,”  passed  on  the  15th  ot 
May,  1828,  anu  the  act  supplementary  to  that  act,  passed  on  the 
7th  June,  1832,  are  properly  acts  providing  for  the  payment  of 
military  pensions. 

And  decided  as  follows: 

YE.YS— .Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black, Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuyscn,  Kent,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh, 
Maiiguiii,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pre.ston,  Robbins,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swill,  Tomlinson,  VV'aggaman, 
Web.ster — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  iMcKean,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 17.* 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  following  re- 
solution: 

ilcsoZteJ,  That  no  power  is  conferred  by  any  law  upon  the 
department  or  secretary  of  war,  to  remove  the  agency  for  the 
payment  of  pensioners  under  the  said  act  of  the  7ih  June,  1832, 
and  the  funds,  books  and  papers,  connected  with  that  agency, 
Iroiu  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  appoint  other  agents 
to  supersede  that  bank  in  the  iiaymeni  ofsuch  pensioners. 

And  decided  in  the  alhrmalive  wilhoat  a division.  After 
which  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  27.  Mr.  Ewing  presented  the  memorial  of  1,063  voters 
of  Washingloii  county,  Ohio,  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posites,  &c.  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  fFc6sZcr  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  praying  congress  to  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  aiding,  by  duties  received  from  comlnerce, 
common  schools  in  the  maritime  cities,  for  the  insliuction  of 
mariners  in  common  knowledge. 

Mr.  Webster  prefar;ed  tlie  introductiou  of  this  memorial  w'ith 
some  very  pertinent  remarks,  showing  the  necessity  of  extend- 
ing the  means  of  instruction  to  this  meritorious  and  gallant  por- 
tion of  the  nation’s  strength. 

Mr.  Presfon  sn bin i lied  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  report  to  the  senate  a 
statement  shewing  the  names  of  the  several  pensioners  who  are 
now,  or  may  have  been  heretofore,  placed  on  the  pension  rolls, 
designating  their  rank,  annual  allowance,  the  sums  which  they 
have  severally  received,  the  laws  under  which  their  pensions 
have  been  granted,  the  date  when  placed  upon  the  roll,  their 
ages,  and  the  states  and  counties  in  which  they  severally  resi- 
ded; also  the  names  of  the  pension  agents  who  have  received 
compensation  as  such,  and  ilie  amount  of  such  compensation, 
and  the  act  under  which  it  was  allowed,  the  names  of  the 
clerks  who  are  and  who  have  been  employed  in  the  pension 
office,  and  the  sums  paid  them  as  compensation,  with  an  ag- 
gregate statenieut  of  the  whole  sums  disbursed  on  account  of 
pensions. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  reported  a bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution;  which  was  twice  read 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

iVlr.  Poindexter  moved  a resolution  c.illing  for  certain  reports 
made  by  agents  appointed  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the 
land  offices,  &c.  which  lies  one  day’. 

Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to-  morrow,  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a joint  resolution,  the  object  of  which  would  be  to 
reassert  what  had  been  already  declared  by  resolutions  of  the 
Senate,  that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury to  congress  for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  are  in- 
sufficient and  unsatisfactory;  and  to  provide  that,  from  and  af 
fer  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  all  deposiles  which  may  accrue 
from  the  public  revenue  subsequent  to  that  period,  shall  be 
placed  in  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  and  iia branches,  pur- 
suant to  the  16th  section  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  United  Slates  bank. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  select  committee  in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  of 
a senator  from  Rhode  Island. 

The  reports  of  the  majority  and  minority  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Poindexter  expressed  a hope  that  the  question  would  be 
immediately  taken,  and  without  debate,  on  the  following  reso 
sohilion  submitted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  to  wit: 

“That  Asher  Robbins  is  duly  and  coiislitutionallv  elected  a 
senator  of  the  United  States,  to  represent  the  state  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, for  si.x  years  from  the  4lh  of  Match  last.” 


‘[Absent  on  the  voles  on  the  above  resolutions.  Messrs. 
Knight,  of  Rhode  Island,  Prentiss,  of  Vermont,  Tyler,  of  Virgi- 
nia, Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  Moore,  of  Alabama  ] 


Mr.  IF? igAf  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered.  . ■ , ^ 

The  question  being  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  was  decided 
as  follows: 

YEAS— iMcsir.s.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Frelinghuyscn,  llcndricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Lrdgh, 
McKean,  Mangiim,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swill,  Tipton, Tomlinson,  VVag- 
gaman,  \Veb^lel — 27. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  /Maliama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Ro- 
binson, Shepley,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wilkins,  AVrigbl — 16. 

'I'he  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  next  ^p^!cial  order,  being  the 
resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  iljV./i,  aim  ndalory  of  the  constitulion, 
on  the  subject  of  the  election  of  pie.-idi  nt  and  vice  president. 

IMr.  Libb  rose,  and  was  about  to  address  the  senate  in  sup- 
port of  his  resolutions,  blit  ga\e  w:iy  to  allow  a niolion  for 
adjouinmenl  to  be  made;  when,  on  n.ouoii  of  Mr.  iUangtim,  the 
senate  adjourned. 

Mm/ 28.  .Mr.  Chambers  presented  a memorial  from  a number 
of  the  citizens  ami  voters  of  the  second  election  district  of  Fre- 
derick county,  .Mai j kind,  reinonstiuling  iigniiist  the  removal  of 
the  deposiles,  &c.  accompanying  the  same  with  appropriate  re- 
marks: read  and  referred,  &,c. 

Mr.  Webster,  fioiii  the  commillee  on  finance,  reported  a bill 
to  repeal  certain  provisions  of  “an  act  to  alter  and  amend  tim 
several  acts  imposing  dirties  on  rinports,  approved  the  14ili 
July,  1832. 

[This  bill  restores  the  provisos  in  the  10th  and  12ih  articles 
ol  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  14ih  July,  1832,  as  relates  to  hard- 
w'are,  and  manufactures  of  copper  and  brass,  which  were,  by  a 
subsequent  act,  i.  e.  of  2d  March,  1833,  suspended  until  the  1st 
of  June,  1834.] 

Mr.  Clay  rose  and  said,  that,  as  the  morning  business  seemed 
to  have  been  gone  through,  he  should  move'the  senate  for  leava 
to  introduce  two  joint  resolutions.  He  had  given  notice  ofono 
resolution,  but,  on  rertection,  he  had  thought  it  best  to  prcpaie 
separate  resolutions,  which,  as  they  were  short,  he  would  read 
in  his  place: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  the  house  of  re-present  olives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled,  that  the  rea- 
sons, communicated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  his  re- 
port to  congress  of  the  4tli  of  December,  1833,  for  the  removal 
of  the  deposiles  of  the  money  of  the  United  Stales,  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  its  branches,  are  insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  all  deposiles  ol  the  money  of  the 
United  Slates  which  may  accrue  or  be  received  on  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1834,  shall  be  made  with  the  bank  of  the 
U.  Slates  and  its  branches,  in  Conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  entitled  “aii  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  bank  of  tlie  United  Slates,”  approved  the  lOih  April,  181G. 

Mr.  C/ay  said  the  first  resolution  merely  reaffirmtd  the  one 
which  the  senate  had  already  passed.  That  resolution  VVas  a 
separate  one,  and  was  not  intended  for  the  action  of  the  other 
house;  but  only  to  constitute  the  basis  of  further  legislation, 
should  any  be  found  necessary  to  produce  the  elTect  which,  in 
his  humble  opinion,  it  ought  long  since  to  have  produced,  the 
restoration  of  the  public  deposiles  to  the  vaults  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales.  The  present  was  a joint  resolution.  To  the 
former  it  had  been  objected  on  this  lloor,  and  also  in  the  coun- 
try, and  as  he  believed  by  the  president  of  the  Uriiled  States 
in  his  protest,  that  it  vvas  a mere  ab.-lract  proposition  which 
would  not  necessarily  lead  to  any  particular  legislation.  He 
thought  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  that  objection,  but  to  pre- 
vent any  person  from  being  misled,  he  had  submitted  the  lirst 
of  these  lesoliilions. 

The  second  resolution  contemplates  the  deposite  of  all  the 
public  money  accruing  after  the  1st  July  in  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States. 

Whatever  might  be  the  fate  of  these  resolutions  nt  the  other 
end  of  the  capiiol,  or  in  another  building,  that  consideration 
should  have  no  influence  on  this  body.  The  senate  owed  it  U> 
its  own  character,  and  to  the  country,  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duties,  leaving  it  toothers  to  perform  their  own 
obligations  to  the  country,  according  to  their  own  convictions 
of  duty  and  responsibility. 

He  hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  acted  on  and  suffered  to 
receive  the  decision  of  the  senate  without  unnecessary  or  pro- 
tracted debate. 

Mr.  Benton  opposed  the  motion  of  leave  to  introduce  these 
resolutions,  and  moved  that  the  question  be  postponed  until 
this  day  week. 

Mr.  Clai/ opposed  the  postponement. 

Mr.  Benton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  question  being  taken,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  For.sytli,  Grnndy, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  McKean, 
Morris,  Robiiison,  Slicpley,  Tijitoii,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 

N.-VY'S — Messrs.  Bell,  Bil.li,  Calhoun,  Cliamliers,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Ewing,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Leigh,  Maiigiim,  Moore,  Nau- 
dain, Poindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster 
— 25. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  ami  ordered  to  a second  retui- 
ing. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Webiter,  the  senate  then  proceeded  to  the 
Consideration  of  executive  business.  After  remainiiiK  for  some 
time  with  closed  doors,  the  senate  adjourned. 

May  29.  The  senate  was  occupied  tliis  day  in  discussing 
a resolution  o/fered  by  Mr.  Preston  concerning  revolutionary 
pensioners — rhe  number  of  which  at  a period  so  distant,  has  ex- 
cited much  attention,  for  some  time  past.  The  resolution,  at 
half  past  three  o’clock,  was  laid  on  the  table  that  the  senate 
might  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and 
after  being  some  time  engaged  tlierein,  the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  May  2Q.  The  consideration  of  the  memorial  present 
cd  by  Mr.  Wise,  on  the  13th  instant,  with  the  resolutions,  &c. 
moved  by  him,  wliich  were  the  special  order  of  the  day,  was, 
owing  to  his  absence,  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  York  county,  Pennsj  l- 
vania,  for  the  restoration  of  the  public  money  to  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  recharter  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business — 

Mr.  liarnitz  moved  that  the  said  memorit.1  be  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  w'ith  instructions  to  report. 

“That  the  removal  of  the  deposiies  of  the  moneys  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales,  made  prior  to  the  1st  of  October  last,  was  not  au- 
thorised by  law. 

“That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
for  removing  and  withholding  the  deposites  from  the  United 
States  bank  are  insufficient,  l^al  a bill  be  reported  to  recharter 
the  United  Stales  bank,  with  such  limitations  and  modifications 
regarding  the  capital  slock  and  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  di- 
rectors as  the  committee  deem  expedient.” 

In  support  of  the  resolution,  Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  argument 
embracing  views  of  the  policy  of  the  government  in  relation  to 
the  custody  and  legal  disposition  of  the  revenue,  the  powers  of 
congress,  and  the  rights,  duties,  and  obligations  of  the  bank;  and 
not  having  concluded  his  remarks,  the  further  consideration 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next — ayes  79,  noes  42. 

The  petition  and  resolutions  fiom  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  public  deposites  to  the 
bank  of  the  United  Stales,  and  instructing  the  representative 
from  that  district  to  give  his  aid  therein,  coming  up, 

Mr.  Loyall,  after  staling  that  he  yielded  full  assent  to  the 
doctrine  that  every  representative  was  bound  to  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  his  constituents,  gave  his  reasons  why  he  should  re- 
fuse assent  to  the  request  contained  in  these  resolutions.  After 
which,  on  his  motion,  the  petition  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Washington  and  Athens 
county,  Ohio,  heretofore  presented,  being  next  in  order — 

Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  give  his  views 
on  the  distressed  state  to  which  the  country  of  the  memorialists 
were  reduced,  in  consequence  of  the  measures  of  the  executive, 
moved  a resolution  referring  the  memorial  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money  in  the  state  banks,  with  insttuc- 
tions  to  strike  all  of  the  said  bill  out  from  the  enacting  clause, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  a bill  directing  the  deposites  lobe 
hereafter  made  in  the  United  States  bank  and  for  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  said  bank,  fkc. 

Mr.  V.  having  addressed  the  house  at  length,  withdrew  his 
resolution,  whereupon  the  memorial  was  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &c.  unfavorable  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Bell,  from  1,500 
inhabitants  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  ^vans,  from  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Hallowell,  Maine;  by  Mr. 
GrennelZ,  from  1,200  citizens  of  Franklin  county,  Massachu- 
setts; by  Mr.  Young,  two  memorials  from  Windham  county, 
Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Watmough,  from  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania;  which  were  severally  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  memorial  of  Jones  county,  Mississippi,  sustaining  the 
course  of  the  administration  in  its  recent  measure  against  the 
bank,  coming  up— 

Mr.  Plummer  addressed  the  house  in  vindication  of  the  pre 
eident — and  concluded  by  moving  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  that  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  reports  of 
the  bank  committee  be  printed;  Mr.  Heister  proposed  15,000; 
Mr.  King  10,000;  and  Mr.  Gillett  25,000. 

Mr.  Briggs  moved  to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  require  the 
two  reports  to  be  attached  to  each  other.  Mr.  Miller  having  no 
objection. 

The  motion  was,  after  some  conversation,  laid  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burd,  an  inquiry  was  instituted  as  to  the 
expediency  of  causing  a survey  and  examination  of  the  route 
between  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  Newryor  Hallidaysburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  with  a view  to  connect  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  and  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  by  a turnpike  or  rail 
road.  The  house  then  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  May 'il.  Several  bills  and  reports  of  a private  or 
local  character  were  reported  and  di.«posed  of. 

Mr.  Bell  reported  the  agreement  of  the  judiciary  committee  to 
the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  entitled  “an  act  to  re- 
vive and  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors 
of  the  United  States,”  passed  on  the  Qd  March,  1831,  and  “an 
act  in  addition  thereto,”  passed  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1832; 
which  amendment  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  house. 


Mr.  Bell  also  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  fromf 
the  senate  entitled  “an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  more  effectual- 
ly to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States;”  the  further  consideration  of  which  wae  posl^ 
polled  until  to  morrow. 

After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  call  up  the  bill  increasing 
the  pay  in  the  naval  service — 

Mr.  Miller  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to 
take  up  the  motion  submitted  by  him  yesterday,  tor  the  printing 
of  30,000  extra  copies  of  the  bank  committee’s  reports;  and  ob- 
jections being  made,  the  house  suspended  the  role,  and  finally 
.30,000  extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  attached  to  each 
other. 

Mr.  IFise  reported  a bill  to  erect  a marble  t/olumn  at  York-- 
town,  Va. 

'I’he  house  then  took  up  the  coin  bill,  fixing  the  value  of  cer- 
tain coins. 

Mr.  GorAam  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions, 
making  the  dollars  of  South  America,  a lawful  tender  by  tale, 
under  certain  conditions. 

After  a desiilloiy  debate — 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question,  which  the  house  re- 
fused to  second — ayes  73,  noes  80. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  the  house  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole  on  said  bill,  and  il  being  amended  therein,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,  when  the  bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  May  28.  Several  bills  and  reports  on  private 
claims  being  reported  and  disposed  of, 

Mr.  .Jdams  moved,  and  obtained  leave,  for  a meeting  in  be- 
half of  the  Polish  exiles,  to  be  held  in  the  hall  to-morrow  even- 
ing. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  Vanderpoel  addressed  the  house  in  reply  to  Mr.  Binney, 
and  in  support  of  Mr.  Moore’s  claim. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Ky.  followed  on  the  same  side  of  the  question. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Ky.  whose  argum«niativB 
and  yet  humorous  speech  drew  around  him  almost  all  the  mem- 
bers present. 

M r Jones,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  elections,  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution  as  originally  reported  by  him, 
so  as  to  test  the  question  whether  certain  voles  received  in 
Garrard  county,  during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff,  should  be 
counted. 

Mr.  Jones  then  replied  to  Mr.  Davis,  and,  when  he  concluded 
his  remarks,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  May  29.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  obtained  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  house  to  submit  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee  of  this  house,  appointed 
on  the  4lh  of  April  last,  to  investigate  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  referred  to  therein: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  transactions  of  the.said  committee  with 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  as 
set  forth  in  the  reports  of  the  committee,  and  in  the  correspond- 
ence annexed  to  the  same,  no  contempt  of  the  lawful  authority 
of  this  house  has  been  offered  by  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  or  by  any  one  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  any  order  of  this  house  to  the  serjeant-at-arms 
to  arrest  and  bring  to  the  bar  of  the  house  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  or  any  one  of  them,  to 
answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house, 
as  proposed  by  the  concluding  resolution  offered  by  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  said  select  committee,  would  be  an  un- 
constitutional, arbitrary,  and  oppressive  abuse  of  power. 

Mr.  A.  said  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  these  resolutions 
as  a substitute  for  those  reported  by  the  majority  of  the,  com- 
mittee apppoinled  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  when  the  reports  should  come  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  joint  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Boon,  fixing  the  16th  June  for  the  adjournment  of  congress. 

This  produced  a wide  and  desultory  debate  that  occupied  the 
whole  day.  Messrs.  Polk,  Ellsworth,  Beardsley,  Chambers, 
and  many  others  took  part  in  it.  The  16th,  23d  and  30th  of 
June  were  proposed,  and  after  many  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  for  the  previous  question,  &c. 

The  question  was  put  on  fixing  the  30th  of  June  as  the  day 
of  adjournment,  and  carried  by" yeas  and  nays,  as  follows— 
yeas  128,  nays  83. 

The  remarks  of  several  of  the  speakers  were  highly  interrst- 
ing- but  we  cannot  make  room  for  them:  the  following,  how- 
ever, may  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  and  matter  of  the  de- 
bate: 

Mr.  Wilde  wished,  before  he  gave  his  vote,  to  learn  from  the 
gentlemen  who  composed  the  hank  committee,  how  long  a lime 
they  calculated  it  would  require  to  discuss  and  act  upon  the  re- 
port they  had  made  to  the  house.  He  desired  the  earliest  day 
of  adjournment  that  would  not  interfere  with  that  object. 

Mr.  Thomas,  (chairman  of  the  bank  committee),  after  a mo- 
dest disclaimer  of  any  right  to  direct  the  movement.s  of  others, 
expressed  il  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  farcical  to  think  of 
taking  up  the  bank  committee’s  report  and  acting  upon  that. 
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and  ihe  other  important  business  of  the  house,  and  adjourning 
on  the  16lJ«  of  June.  So  entirely  was  he  fixed  in  this  opinion, 
tliat  iie  should  consider  a vote  fixing  on  that  day  as  equivalent 
10  a decision  that  the  report  of  the  bank  coinmiitec  was  not  to 
be  taken  up  this  session.  Should  the  fifth  resolution  reported 
by  the  coniiiiittee  be  acted  on,  the  arrest  of  the  officers  of  the 
bank  would  consume  nearly  a week;  and  certainly  not  less 
than  a week  or  ten  days  would  afterwards  be  coHsumed  in  de- 
bate. Indeed,  if  the  motion  fixing  the  16th  should  prevail,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  that  the  report  of  the  bank  coin- 
inittee  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Then  a motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  reject- 
ed, &c.  Mr.  Wilde  having  again  inquired  ol  the  bank  commit- 
tee if  they  thought  the  23d  would  ati'ord  time  enough  to  discuss 
their  report.  Mr.  Crockett  said,  he  was  very  anxious  that  the 
16th  should  be  fixed  upon.  The  proposal  for  that  day,  had  come 
from  a very  good  quarter — a quarter  where  there  was  responsi- 
bility. He  had  never  believed  the  gentlemen  were  in  earnest 
about  this  bank  report:  and  now  they  discovered  it.  7'hey  were 
manifestly  anxious  to  get  away,  that  they  might  leave  the  coun- 
try excited  against  the  bank,  as  a monster  that  had  done  some- 
thing very  mischievous.  As  the  quarter  from  which  this  pro- 
posal had  first  proceeded  was  able  to  bear  the  responsibility,  he 
was  of  the  mind  that  they  should  have  it;  and  he  therefore  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

» Mr.  Clayton  having  heard  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Thomas)  say,  that  he  should  consider  a vole  for  early  adjourn- 
ment as  a resolution  not  to  take  up  the  bank  report,  he  had 
changed  his  mind;  and  now  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  by 
which  the  30ih  of  June  had  been  rejected  for  the  day  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lytle  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  most  distant  day  propo- 
sed. The  honorable  gentlemen  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bur- 
ges)  had  expressed  the  opinion  that  not  more  than  three  mem- 
bers w’ould  be  found  to  stand  by  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
bank  committee.  He  declared  his  resolution  to  be  one  of  them. 
He  had  no  disposition  to  blench.  The  opposition  presses  had 
long  been  teeming  with  injunctions  on  congress  not  to  adjourn; 
and  similar  language  had  been  re-echoed  in  the  other  end  of 
the  capiiol;  but  no  sooner  did  the  committee  return,  and  declare 
Uiat  they  had  been  treated  by  the  bank  with  contumely  and 
scorn,  than  gentleman  were  anxious  at  once  to  skulk.  He,  for 
one,  was  ready  to  keep  his  ground. 

The  motioh  to  reconsider,  as  made  by  Mr.  Clayton,  prevail- 
ing— and  the  question  being  upon  fixing  on  the  30th  of  June  as 
the  day  of  adjournment, 

Mr.  Mams  took  the  floor,  and,  in  a speech  of  great  anima- 
tion, assigned  his  reasons  why  he  had  changed  his  deter:nina- 
tion  from  voting  for  the  earliest  day,  as  he  had  uniformly  done 
hitherto,  to  voting  for  the  day  now  proposed.  In  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  he  adverted  to  the  subject  of  the  bank  report  and 
resolutions. 

This  brought  up  Mr.  Thomas  in  reply,  who  spoke  with  equal 
earnestness  in  vindication  of  the  measure  of  arrest,  as  support- 
ed by  precedent  in  Houston’s  case. 

UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  ^the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, appointed  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the  hank  of  the 
United  States, 

[Presej.ted  May  22,  1834.] 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  passed  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  by 
which  it  was 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  sundry  memorials,  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  control  the  press, 
to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  pro- 
ducing the  oxisling  pressure,  a select  committee  he  appointed 
to  inspect  the  hooks,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  corrup- 
tions or  mal-practices,  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said 
bank;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches.  And  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspect- 
ing the  hooks,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee he  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation, 
together  with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a day  as 
practicable — 

Respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  in  part  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, so  far  as  they  have  found  it  practicable  to  discharge 
the  duties  devolved  on  them. 

Charged,  particularly,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  and  con- 
dition of  the  hank  of  the  United  States,  they  have  endeavored 
most  anxiously  to  ascertain  correctly  the  true  character  of  that 
highly  responsible  and  delicate  trust. 

To  judge  rightly  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, and  of  its  committee  towards  the  bank,  it  must  be  borne 


constantly  in  mind,  that  that  corporation  differs  essentially  from 
an  ordinary  banking  company,  incorporated  for  private  benefit. 
The  bank  of  the  United  Stales  was  chartered  for  great  public 
purposes,  as  an  agent,  deemed  necessary  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, in  the  efficient  exercise  of  its  high  prerogative,  to  fix  the 
value  of  money,  and  thereby  secure  the  benefits  of  a sound  cir- 
culating medium  to  the  confederacy. 

It  was  designed  to  aid  the  treasury  department  to  collect  con- 
veniently and  disburse  the  national  revenue — of  its  stock  the 
United  States  hold  seven  millions  of  dollars.  And  its  notes  are 
by  law  made  receivable,  at  par  value,  in  payment  of  all  dues  to 
the  goveinmenl.  Concede,  as  we  rnupt,  that  the  bank  was  es- 
tablished fur  great  public  ends,  and  that  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives is  the  grand  inquest  of  the  union,  and  as  such  has  power 
to  visit  and  inspect  all  departments  of  the  federal  government, 
to  correct  their  abuses,  reform  their  errors,  and  confine  the  ex- 
ercises of  their  powers  within  the  limits  prescribed  by  law  to 
each,  and  it  follows  that  the  house  has  power  to  appoint  a com- 
mittee to  make  a minute  and  full  inquiry  into  all  the  multiform 
operations  of  this  powerful  corporation. 

But  that  there  might  be  no  doubtof  the  existence  of  the  power 
here  contended  for,  it  has  been  expressly  reserved  in  the  23d 
section  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  w hich  provides,  “That  it 
shall  be  at  all  times,  law’ful  for  a committee  of  either  house  of 
congress  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  bonks  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby  created, 
and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not.” 

The  language  in  which  this  authority  of  the  house  is  describ- 
ed, is  so  plain  and  so  full,  that  an  attempt  to  illastrate  it  appears 
to  be  supererogatory.  The  committee  to  be  appointed  are  to  “in- 
spect the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corpo- 
ration” without  exception.  The  section  contains  no  re.oerved 
power  to  the  bank  to  designate  the  place  where,  or  the  persons 
in  whose  presence  the  examination  shall  bemade.  'I’liese  modes 
of  exercising  the  main  power  are  necessarily,  as  its  incidents, 
dependent  on  the  discretion  of  the  sovereign  with  whom  ills 
lodged.  A contrary  construction  would  make  either  or  both 
houses  of  congress  dependent  on  the  agent,  whose  conduct  is  to 
be  the  subject  of  inspection. 

If  the  bank  can  attach  any  conditions  to  its  e.\crcise,  not 
found  in  the  charter,  then  it  could  render  nugatory  the  power, 
by  which  it  was  intended  it  should  be  checked  and  controlled. 
That  the  great  conservative  purposes  for  which  such  commit- 
tees of  investigation  were  to  be  ajipointed  might  not  be  thus 
defeated,  the  extent  and  character  of  their  inquiries  are  rightly 
made  to  depend  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism  and  justice,  of  either 
house  of  congress. 

The  only  restriction  to  be  found  in  that  clause  of  the  hank 
charter  which  we  are  considering,  is  that  which  relates  to  the 
committee,  and  not  to  the  house;  and  has  reference,  not  to  the 
extent  of  the  examination,  but  to  the  character  of  the  repoit 
to  be  made.  The  committee  is  directed  to  report  amongst 
other  things,  “whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been 
violated  or  not.”  The  object  of  this  specific  requirement  is  to 
be  found  in  another  clause  of  the  same  section  of  the  charter, 
w'hich  provides,  “whenever  any  committee  as  aforesaid,  shall 
find  and  report,  or  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  charter  has  been  violated,  it  may  be 
lawful  for  congress  to  direct,  or  the  president  to  order  a scire 
facias  to  be  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  name  of  the  United  Slates,  calling  on  the  said 
corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby  grant- 
ed, shall  not  he  declared  forfeited.” 

But  if  there  ever  had  been  a well-founded  doubt  as  to  the  true 
and  fair  construction  of  this  reserved  power  of  the  house,  the 
committee  did  suppose  it  had  been  long  since  yielded. 

In  1818,  Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  offered  to  the  house  of 
representatives  a resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inspect  the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  bank.  In  the  debate  to  which  that  resolution  gave 
rise,  the  opinions  now  entertained  by  your  committee,  w’ere 
well  expressed  by  many  distinguished  gentlemen.  For  present- 
ing short  extracts  from  one  of  the  speeches  then  made,  no  apolo- 
gy, it  is  supposed,  will  be  needed.  Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he 
had  no  ’■^apprehension  of  defect  of  power  in  the  house  to  pro- 
secute the  inquiry  in  the  terms  proposed.  He  had  no  dovU  o( 
the  power  of  the  house,  if  the  public  interest  required  it,  to  di- 
rect the  committee  to  make  such  a report.  The  nation,  said 
he,  has  a deep  interest  in  the  conduct  and  management  of  the 
bank;  our  duly  to  the  people  whom  we  represent,  the  nation’s 
interest,  as  owners  of  a large  poition  of  the  stock,  its  interests 
in  the  revenues  being  wholly  payable  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
will  justify  a constant  and  vigilant  attention  to  its  proceedings. 
If  there  had  been  a doubt  whether  the  conduct  of  the  hank  had 
been  proper  or  not,  the  house  was  fully  justified  in  investigat- 
ing into  the  facts,  and  inquiring  whether  abuses  had  been  com- 
mitted or  not.  He  would  vote  for  an  inquiry  in  its  broadest 
shape.” 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Spencer  was  adopted,  and  a committee 
appointed,  who  visited  the  principal  bank  at  Philatlelphia  and 
some  of  its  branches.  They  h.id  free  unrestrained  access  to  the 
hooks  and  papers  of  the  bank.  They  were  furnished  by  the  of- 
ficers with  such  extracts  and  copies  from  the  books  and  papers 
as  they  called  for.  They  summoned  before  them  the  directors 
and  officers  of  the  bank,  and  examined  them  on  oath  touching 
their  conduct  and  proceedings.  And  the  committee  made  to 
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the  house,  on  the  16ih  January,  1819,  an  elaborate  report,  from 
which  we  learn  that  their  Inqulrice  had  been  cliiedy  directed  “to 
tht  GENERAL  management  of  the  bank  and  the  conduct  of  its  of- 
ficers.’^ The  transactions  of  private  citizens  with  the  bank 
were  then  freely  and  fully  examined.  Individual  transactions 
of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank,  in  the  purchase  of 
i,ts  slock,  were  fully  investigated,  and  iho.=e  otFicers  sworn  and 
required  to  testify  before  the  committee.  Thougli  deeply  affect- 
ed,  personally  and  officially,  by  these  developments,  they  ne.ver 
hesitated  or  objected  to  obey  the  process  or  to  give  their  testi 
niony. 

The  names  of  the  borrowers  from  the  bank  were  published 
without  scruple,  with  the  amount  of  money  due  from  each, 
whenever  and  not  otherwise,  such  a publication  was  deetned 
necessary  to  illustrate  the  improper  conduct  or  mal-administra- 
tion  of  its  officers. 

This  precedent,  to  wliich  the  committee  of  1832  strictly  con- 
formed, is  entitled  to  high  respect  from  the  eminent  character 
of  those  by  whom  it  was  established,  and  who  have  justly  en- 
joyed high  reputations  for  purity  of  purpose  and  distinguished 
attainments. 

If  any  additional  reason  for  deference  to  this  contempor.i- 
neous  construction  of  the  23d  section  of  the  charter  he  neces- 
sary, it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  directors  of  the  hank 
in  1819  themselves  assented  to  it.  They  conceded  to  the  com- 
mittee of  tlie  house  the  right  to  in.spcct  all  their  books  and 
papers  in  such  manner  as  that  committee  thought  just  and  pro- 
per. Besides,  those  who  now  have  the  management  of  the 
bank,  in  1832,  without  question  of  right,  without  hesitation, 
without  protest,  produced  for  the  inspection  of  the  committee 
of  the  house,  all  their  books,  papers,  correspondence  and  ac- 
counts, and  aiipeared  when  summoned,  and  tesiified  on  oath 
touching  the  transactions  of  the  institution  under  their  control. 
With  these  preliminary  observations  lor  which  it  is  believed 
ample  apology,  if  any  be  required,  will  be  found  in  the  subse- 
quent portion  of  this  report,  the  committee  will  proceed  with 
a brief  analysis  of  their  proceedings  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  devolved  on  them,  showing  the  unexpected  obstacles 
interposed  by  the  managers  of  the  hank,  to  the  progress  of  the 
examination,  and  their  repeated  refusal,  in  violation  of  their 
charter,  and  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  permit  their  books  and  papers  to  be 
inspected  or  their  proceedings  to  be  examined. 

The  purposes  for  which  your  committee  were  appointed,  are 
stated  so  distinctly  in  the  resolution  of  the  house,  that  they 
have  experienced  no  embarrassment  in  deciding  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  duties  imposed.  They  are  required  1st,  to  ascertain, 
if  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassments  and 
distress  complained  of  by  numerous  cilizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  con- 
gress at  the  present  session,  aud  whether  the  bank  has  had  any 
agency  through  its  management  or  money,  in  producing  the  ex- 
isting pressure. 

2d.  To  inquire  whether  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  has  been  violated,  and  what  corruptions  and  abuses  have 
existed  in  its  management. 

3d.  To  examine  whether  the  bank  has  used  its  corporate 
power  or  money  to  control  the  press— to  interfere  in  politics,  or 
influence  elections. 

The  powers  designed  to  be  conferred  on  the  committee,  if 
they  could  have  been  exercised  are  adequate  to  the  performance 
of  the  duties  enjoined;  they  were  authorised  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers;  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on  oath — to  visit 
if  necessary  the  principal  bank  and  its  branches — and  to  inspect 
the  hook.s,  correspondence,  accounts,  and  other  papers  connect- 
ed with  its  management.  Such  are  the  duties  and  the  powers 
of  your  committee,  conferred  on  them  by  the  house  with  ex- 
traordinary unanimity,  and  which  your  committee  felt  bound  to 
regard,  as  consistent  with  the  chartered  rights  of  the  corporators 
and  their  debtors. 

Under  a deep  sense  of  respectful  obedience  to  the  decision  of 
the  house  of  representatives  thus  solemnly  expressed,  and  feel- 
ing that  they  had  no  right  to  question  its  justice  or  propriety,  your 
committee  proceeded  to  Philadelpliia  on  the  22d  April,  to  com- 
mence the  performance  of  their  duties. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  their  chairman  addressed  to  the  president 
of  the  bank,  a communication,  enclosing  a copy  of  the  resolu- , 
tion  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  notifying  him  of  the 
readiness  of  the  committee  to  visit  the  bank  on  the  ensuing  day, 
at  any  hour  agreeable  to  him.  In  reply,  the  president  informed 
the  committee  that  the  papers  thus  received  should  be  submitted 
to  the  board  of  directors,  at  a special  meeting  to  be  called  for 
that  purpose.  It  appears,  in  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  committee,  herewith  presented  to  the  house,  that  this  was 
.done,  and  that  the  directors  appointed  a committee  of  seven  of 
their  board,  to  receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. and  to  offer  for  their  inspection  such  books  and  papers 
of  the  bank,  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  the  proceedings  of 
j.he  corporation,  according  to  the  requirement  of  the  charter.  In 
the  letter  of  John  Seryeant,  esq.  ns  chairman  ofihe  committee  of 
directors,  communicating  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  he  says 
that  he  was  directed  to  inform  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  > 
that  the  committee  of  the  directors  “will  immediately  direct  the 
jiecessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  committee  of  tlie  house  of  representatives,”  and  would  at- 
tend at  the  bank  to  receive  them  the  next  day,  at  11  o’clock. 
-Your  committee  attended,  and  were  received  by  the  committee 
^f  directojs. 


Up  to  this  period,  nothing  had  occurred  to  justify  the  befle 
that  II  illsposltion  was  felt,  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  the 
bank,  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  commillee,  or  have 
them  conducted  differently  from  those  of  the  two  preceding  com- 
mittees of  investigation.  On  assembling,  however,  the  next 
morning,  at  the  bank,  they  found  the  room  which  had  been  of- 
fered for  their  acconimodaiion,  preoccupied  by  the  committee 
of  the  board,  with  the  president  of  the  bank,  as  an  ex  ojficio 
member,  claiming  the  right  to  he  present  at  the  investigations 
and  examinations  of  this  commillee.  This  proceeding  the  com- 
mittee were  not  prepared  to  expect.  When  the  appointment  of 
the  committee  of  seven  was  first  made.,  it  was  supposed  that 
that  measure,  however  designed,  was  not  well  calculated  to 
facilitate  the  examination. 

The  officers  of  the  bank  were  believed  to  he  the  most  appro- 
priate agents  of  the  board  of  directors  to  exhibit  their  books  and 
papers.  By  them  the  entries  in  the  books  are  made,  and  by 
them  such  entries  are  most  readily  explained.  It  i.s  their  duty 
too,  to  be  daily  at  the  banking  house,  and  on  that  account  they 
could  assist  in  the  examination  more  readily  than  the  committee 
of  directors. 

These  objections  to  the  special  agents  of  the  board,  were  felt 
and  expressed,  but  they  w'ere  waived,  and  no  disposition  had 
been  manifested  or  felt  by  your  committee,  to  conduct  the  ex- 
amination in  any  manner  not  entirely  acceptable  to  the  board. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  did  think  that  a 
decent  respect  for  their  rights  and  privilege.^,  and  much  more 
for  the  dignity  of  that  body  from  whiclvall  their  powers  were 
derived,  might  have  induced  the  committee  of  directors  to  for- 
bear to  make  them  feel  an  entire  want  of  control  over  their  own 
room.  With  a previous  determination  to  be  present  when  their 
books  were  to  be  inspected,  they  could  have  wailed  to  avow  it 
until  these  books  were  called  for,  and  the  attempt  made  to  in- 
spect them  in  their  absence.  These  circumstances  are  now  re- 
viewed, because  they  then  excited  an  apprehension,  which  the 
sequel  formed  into  conviction,  that  this  committee  of  directors 
had  been  appointed  to  supervise  the  acts  and  doings  of  your 
committee,  and  to  limit  and  restrain  their  proceedings,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the 
house,  hut  the  will  and  judgment  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Your  committee  have  chosen  to  ascribe  this  claim  of  the  com- 
mittee of  directors,  to  sit  conjointly  with  them,  to  the  desire  to 
prevent  them  from  making  use  of  the  books  and  papers,  for  some 
of  the  purposes  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the  house. 
They  are  sensible  that  this  claim  to  be  present  at  all  examina- 
tions, avowed  prematurely,  and  subsequently  persisted  in  with 
peculiar  pertinacity,  could  be  attributed  to  very  different  mo- 
tives; but  respect  for  themselves,  and  respect  for  the  gentlemen 
who  compose  the  committee  of  directors,  utterly  forbids  the 
ascription  to  them  of  a feeling  which  would  merit  conapassion 
and  contempt  much  more  than  resentment. 

This  novel  position,  voluntarily  and  deliberately  taken  by  the 
committee  of  the  directors,  predicated  on  an  idea  of  equality  of 
rights  with  your  committee,  under  your  resolution,  rendered  it 
probable,  and  in  some  measure  necessary,  that  your  committee 
should  express  its  opinions  of  the  relative  rights  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  the  house  of  representatives.  To  .avoid  all  misunder- 
standing and  future  misrepresentations,  it  was  desirable  that 
each  question  should  be  decided  separately.  Contemplating  an 
extended  investigation,  but  unwilling  that  an  apprehension 
should  exist  of  improper  disclosures  being  made  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  bank  and  its  customers,  your  committee,  following 
the  example  of  the  committee  of  1832,  adopted  a resolution  de- 
claring that  their  proceedings  should  be  confidential,  until  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  committee,  and  .also  a resolution  that  the 
committee  would  conduct  its  investigations  “without  the  pre- 
sence of  ;iny  person  not  required  or  invited  to  attend.”  A copy 
of  these  resolutions  was  furnished  to  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors, in  the  hope  that  the  exclusive  control  of  a room  at  the 
bank,  during  its  hours  of  business,  would  thereafterTie  conceded 
to  your  committee,  while  the  claim  of  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors to  he  present  when  the  books  were  submitted  for  inspec- 
tion, should  be  postponed  for  decision,  when  the  books  were 
called  for  and  produced  by  them. 

On  the  28th  ult.  this  committee  assembled  at  the  banking 
house,  and  again  found  the  room  they  expected  to  find  set  apart 
for  their  use,  preoccupied  by  the  committee  of  directors,  and 
others,  officers  of  the  bank.  And  instead  of  such  assurances  as 
they  had  a right  to  expect,  they  received  copies  of  two  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  board  of  directors,  in  which  they  were 
given  to  understand  that  theircontinued  occupation  of  the  room 
must  be  considered  a favor,  and  not  a matter  of  right;  and  in 
which  the  board  indulge  in  unjust  commentaries  on  the  reso- 
lution of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  intimate  an  appre- 
hension that  your  committee  design  to  make  their  examinations 
secret,  partial,  unjust,  oppressive  and  contrary  to  common  right. 

When  this  communication  had  been  read,  your  committee 
adjotirned  to  meet  at  their  own  chamber,  at  the  North  American 
hotel.  Notwithstanding  all  that  had  occurred,  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  committee  of  directors  was  continued.  If  in 
doing  so  an  error  was  committed,  let  it  be  imputed  to  the  belief 
that  great  forbearance  well  became  the  committee  of  the  imme- 
diate representatives  of  the  people. 

While  it  was  thus  doubtful  whether  a room  could  be  obtained 
in  the  banking  house,  without  conditions  being  attached  dero- 
gatory to  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  house,  and  a concession 
in  advance  of  a ehaim  set  up  by  the  bank,  which  might  seriously 
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Incommode  your  cotnitiiUee  in  tljeir  business,  iliey  determined 
lo  execute  your  resolution,  if  practicable,  without  intruding  on 
the  directors  of  the  bank;  they  therefore,  required  of  the  presi- 
dent and  directors,  in  writing,  to  submit  for  the  inspection  of 
the  committee,  at  their  committee  room,  on  the  3<i  day  of  May, 
certain  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  which  might  have  been 
thus  produced  without  interruption  to  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  bank.  The  requisition,  in  terms  implied  the  presence  of 
the  directors  or  their  committee. 

On  the  day  named,  the  board  addressed  a written  communi- 
cation to  the  committee,  declaring,  “that  they  cannot  comply 
with  that  part  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion which  requires  that  certain  books  of  the  bank  be  sent  to 
the  North  .American  hotel,  this  day,  at  11  o’clock.” 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  refusal  of  the  board 
of  directors  to  submit  the  books  of  the  bank  to  the  inspection  of 
your  committee,  is  a violation  of  the  bank  charter,  and  a con- 
tempt of  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  reasons  for  this  opinion  need  not  be  here  re[ieated  or  en- 
larged. 

It  has  been  maintained,  and  is  insisted,  that  the  right  to  in- 
spect the  books  of  the  bank,  carries  with  it  the  power  to  per- 
form that  office  out  of  the  banking  house,  if  it  cannot  be  done 
conveniently  and  effectually  therein,  and  your  committee  can- 
not perceive  that  just  ground  of  complaint  exists  against  a claim 
of  power,  in  a committee  of  cither  house  of  congress,  which,  by 
the  laws,  and  with  a wise  regard  to  the  public  interest,  is  con- 
ceded to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  both  the  federal  and  state  go- 
vernments. 

The  facts  already  stated,  demonstrate  that  a room  could  not 
be  procured  in  the  bank  for  the  use  of  the  committee,  with- 
out a concession  not  to  be  recalled,  which  would  have  made 
your  committee  dependent  on  the  courtesy  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank  at  every  step  of  the  inquiry,  and  the  various  communica- 
tions received  from  the  directors  and  their  committee,  annexed 
to  this  report,  will  fully  corroborate  this  statement. 

Having  failed  to  accomplish  the  object  of  procuring  the  hooks 
of  the  bank  for  inspection,  at  their  committee  room,  your  com- 
mittee felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  demand  their  submission  for 
that  purpose,  at  the  bank,  of  the  president  and  cashier  of  the 
bank,  the  usual  and  general  agents  of  the  corporation.  For 
that  purpose,  on  the  5ih  day  of  May,  having  apprised  the  com- 
mittee of  directors  of  their  intention,  at  one  o’clock,  they  repair- 
ed to  the  bank  and  then  required  the  president  and  cashier, 
each  of  them  respectively,  to  produce  certain  of  the  books  of 
tlie  bank,  for  inspection  of  the  committee.  This  was  refused 
by  each  of  those  officers,  for  reasons  stated  in  writing,  and  to  be 
found  in  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

In  this  refusal,  your  committee  believe  there  was  a substan- 
tial violation  of  the  bank  charter,  and  a contempt  against  the 
authority  of  the  house  committed. 

They  are  of  opinion,  that  your  committee  were  under  no  ob- 
ligation of  right  to  recognise  any  agent  of  the  bank  other  than 
those  generally  known  as  such,  and  make  their  duty  and  right 
to  inspect  the  books  depend  on  the  convenience  or  caprice  of 
such  deputation. 

If  such  be  the  fact,  then  the  examinations  of  the  bank  will,  in 
all  cases,  depend  on  the  disposition  of  the  directors  to  have  their 
proceedings  examined. 

Having  been  thus  denied,  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  hav- 
ing been  informed  by  the  directors,  that  they  were  not  aware  of 
having  declined  to  furnish  a room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
committee,  your  committee,  sincerely  desirous  to  meet  the 
wishes  and  directions  of  the  house,  believed  it  to  be  their  duty 
to  seek  another  interview  wiili  the  committee  of  directors,  and 
by  arrangement,  met  the  committee  of  the  hoard,  at  tlic  bank, 
on  the  7ih  day  of  May,  at  an  hour  fixed  by  themselves. 

Your  committee  then  and  there,  in  writing,  required  of  the 
committee  of  the  board,  to  produce  to  your  committee,  for  in- 
spection, certain  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  to  enable  your 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  representations  made  by 
the  government  directors  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  congress;  and  to  ascertain  whether  the  board  of  direc- 
tors had  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by  authorising  the  ex- 
ercise of  illegal  powers  by  their  cominillees  or  officers,  and 
whether  the  bank  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  present  pressure,  or  has  used  its  cor- 
porate power  or  money  to  control  the  press,  to  interfere  in  po- 
litics, or  Infiuence  elections. 

Without  giving  a specific  answer  to  these  calls  for  books  and 
papers,  the  committee  of  directors  presented  a written  commu- 
nication, which  was  said  to  be  “indicative  of  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding deemed  right  by  the  bank.” 

The  committee  of  the  board  in  that  communication,  express 
the  opinion,  that  the  inquiry  can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to 
alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  and  deny  virtually  the  right  of 
the  house  of  representatives  to  authorise  the  inquiries  required 
in  the  resolution. 

They  also  required  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  “when 
they  asked  for  books  and  papers,  to  state  specifically  in  writing, 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be  inspected;  and 
if  it  be  to  establish  a violation  of  the  charter,  then  to  state  spe- 
cifically in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged  or  supposed  violations 
of  charter,  to  which  the  evidence  is  alleged  to  be  applicable.” 

To  this  extraordinary  requirement,  made  on  the  supposition 
that  your  committee  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  crimination, 
or  prosecution  for  criminal  offence,  and  implying  a right  on  the 
part  of  the  directors  to  determine  for  what  purposes  the  inspec- 


tion should  be  made,  and  what  books  or  papers  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  inspection,  your  committee  replied,  that  they  went 
not  charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  bank,  its  directors, 
or  others;  hut  simply  to  inquire,  amongst  other  things,  whether 
any  prosecution  in  legal  form  should  be  instituted,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  duties,  and  the  iiisii  uclions  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, they  were  not  hound  to  state  specifically  in  writing 
any  charges  against  the  bank,  or  any  special  purpose  for  which 
they  required  the  production  of  the  books  and  papers  for  inspec- 
tion. 

A specific  answer  was  requested  to  the  calls  which  had  been 
made. 

The  committee  of  the  board,  after  deliberation,  made  a com- 
munication to  your  committee,  in  writing,  in  which  they  an- 
nounced their  purpose  to  adhere  to  their  resolution,  and  refused 
to  submit  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  required  by  your 
committee  to  be  producwl  lor  their  inspection. 

These  calls  w'cre  made  in  the  bank,  and  in  the  presence  of 
the  committee  of  the  board,  and  then  and  there  a compliance 
with  them  was  refused.  Not  feeling  authorised  to  regard  this 
unexpected  and  unequivocal  refusal  as  the  act  of  the  board  of 
directors,  your  committee  submitted  the  proceedings  of  their 
committee  to  the  board,  and  they  were  by  the  board  “fully  ap- 
proved and  sanctioned.” 

In  this  act  of  refusal,  which  nothing  that  had  occurred  had 
prepared  them  to  anticipate,  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charter  of  the  bank  was  violated,  and  a contempt  of 
the  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives  committed. 

Your  committee,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  bouse 
of  representatives,  without  power  to  modify  or  enlarge  them, 
charged  to  inquire,  and  not  authorised  to  accuse  or  to  arraign, 
except  in  their  report  to  the  house  itself;  armed  with  but  tha 
limited  authority  of  a committee,  unauthorsied  to  punish,  were 
necessarily  compelled  to  the  conclusion,  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
obstructions  already  detailed,  they  could  not  efficiently  prose- 
cute the  inquiries  with  which  they  were  charged,  without  the 
aid  of  the  power  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Anxious,  however,  to  perforin  their  duly  without  complaint 
to  the  house,  and  in  conformity  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  investigation  of  1819  and  1832,  your  commitiee 
called  on  the  bank,  in  a series  of  resolutions,  lo  furnish  state- 
ments, and  certain  extracts  and  copies  from  their  books  and 
papers,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  were  all  inti- 
mately connected  with  their  duties,  and  many  of  them  indis- 
pensable to  afford  to  the  house  of  representatives  the  informa- 
tion which  they  had  directed  your  committee  to  obtain. 

The  first  of  these  was  responded  to  by  the  comniilico  of  di- 
rectors, and  the  information  furnished.  Though  useful,  it  was 
comparatively  uniniportant. 

The  board  of  directors,  after  deliberation,  refused  to  comply 
with  the  other  calls,  for  reasons  which  will  be  found  in  their 
resolution  in  the  appendix,  and  which  reasons  deserve  exami- 
nation, as  manifesting  the  deliberate  purjiose  of  the  directors  lo 
resist  all  attempts  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration in  the  latitude  required  by  your  resolution. 

They  say,  that  the  board  of  directors  do  not  feel  themselves 
at  liberty  to  comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  because  “part”  of  the  copies  called  for  “relate  to 
matters  over  which  the  board  have  no  control.” 

This  reason,  it  is  plain,  cannot  have  had  niucli  wcicht  in  pro- 
ducing the  decision  of  the  board.  If  only  a part  of  the  informa- 
tion desired  was  beyonil  the  control  of  the  board,  that  fact  could 
have  been  stated,  and  this  committee  would  have  clieerfulJy  ra- 
ceived  the  residue. 

2d.  The  board  say,  they  cannot  comply,  because  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  to  do  so  “within  any  reasonable  lime, 
having  ascertained,  by  a careful  examination,  that  the  copies 
and  statements  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo 
alone,  would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for 
at  least  ten  months.” 

This  reason,  it  i.s  also  fair  to  presume,  could  not  have  materi- 
ally influenced  the  decision  of  the  board.  If,  in  truth,  an  entire 
compliance  with  all  the  rc.solutions  would  require  great  labor, 
still  that  did  not  justify  the  refusal  to  comply  with  any  one  of 
them.  Besides,  the  whole  objection  could  have  been  obviated 
by  the  employment  of  more  clerks  than  two,  the  compensation 
to  whom,  if  paid  either  by  the  bank  or  this  committee,  would 
have  been  well  expended  in  gratifying  the  requirement  of  iho 
house  of  representatives. 

3d.  The  hoard  say  they  cannot  “comply,  inasmuch  as  in  re- 
spect to  a part  of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the 
same  as  the  surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a secret  and 
ex  -parte  examination.” 

Who  can  read  this  last  reason  for  refusing,  given  by  the  di- 
rectors, and  fail  to  perceive  that  this  committee  is  justified  in 
declaring,  that  without  the  aid  of  compulsory  process,  they  can- 
not obey  the  directions  of  the  house.  If  extracts  from  their  own 
books  made  by  their  own  clerks,  will  not  be  furnished,  because 
they  mioht  he  used  to  conduct  an  ex  parte  exaiiiiiiation,  what 
benefit  could  this  committee  expect  to  derive  by  access  to  the 
books  themselves.^ 

Permission  to  take  extracts  for  themselves  could,  and  prolia- 
hly  would,  be  denied  for  the  same  reason.’s;  and  a committee  of 
the  house,  without  power  to  compel  obedience  to  it^  demand.?, 
would  have  power  to  make  no  use  of  the  books,  which  was  not 
approved  by  the  directors  themselves^  And  the  hon«c  will  be  at 
no  loss  to  determine  what  latitude  they  would  be  willinz  to  give 
their  inquiiies.  And  without  authentic  extracts,  such  tis  were 
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unliesitatingly  furnished  by  the  bank  lo  both  the  former  com- 
mittees of  investigation,  your  committee  could  very  irnperfect- 
ly  convey  to  the  house  the  grounds  of  their  conclusions,  or  the 
result  of  their  inspection  and  examination. 

[n  what  condition,  then,  is  your  committee  placed.’  The 
house  have  commanded  them  to  inquire  “what  corruptions  and 
nbuses  have  existed  in  the  management  of  the  bank,”  whether 
it  has  used  “its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  interfere  in  po- 
litics, or  influence  elections.” 

To  do  this,  they  liave  attempted  to  use  the  only  means  that 
can,  by  possibility,  enable  them  to  fulfil  this  duty;  and  they  are 
refused  by  the  directors  access  lo  those  means  which  are  in 
their  custody,  and  which,  by  their  charter,  they  are  bound  to 
furnish;  because,  say  they,  the  inquiry  this  committee  has  been 
charged  lo  make,  “can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged 
violations  of  the  charter.”  And  even  these  violations  of  char- 
ter are  not  to  be  inquired  of  until  the  board  is  furnished  with  “a 
•specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be  inquired  into.” 
Should  srjpposed  violations  of  charter  be  specifically  charged, 
(then  tile  directors  are  to  decide  whether  the  facts,  if  true  as  stat- 
ed, would  amount  to  technical  violations  of  charier,  and  then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  your  committee  be  permitted  to  “proceed 
tvilbthem  in  order  as  stated.”  It  must  be  >aid,  that  these  pre- 
tences, by  which  the  bank  would  justify  its  bold  disregard  of  the 
•provisions  of  its  charter,  are.  in  themselves,  derogatory  to  the 
•dignity,  and  contemptuous  to  the  authority,  of  the  house,  to 
which  it  in  part  owes  its  being. 

The  committee  believe,  that  these  proceedings  of  the  bank 
■directors,  denying  vital  and  essential  powers  lo  the  two  houses 
of  congress,  and  asserting,  in  effect,  a paramount  and  control- 
ling authority  over  both  in  executing  a power,  devised  as  a 
check  upon  the  bank  itself,  would  justify  a more  extended 
comment.  But  confiding  in  the  disposition  of  the  house  to 
tnainuin  its  own  rights  and  dignity,  and  to  sustain  your  com- 
mittee in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty,  they  present  as  a 
part  of  this  report  the  various  resolutions  adopted  by  your  com- 
mittee, with  those  received  from  the  agents  of  the  bank,  as  an 
Appendi,x,  declaratory  of  the  powers  believed  to  be  possessed, 
and  the  purposes  of  your  cominittee. 

They  believe  that  these  resolutions  will,  of  themselves,  vin- 
dicate their  conduct  and  proceedings  from  all  those  imputations 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  various  communications  of  the  di 
rectors,  and  their  committee,  and  will  serve  to  show  that  they 
have  afforded  no  justification  whatever  for  the  extraordinary 
position  ultimately  taken  by  the  committee  of  directors  and  the 
board.  But  that  their  determination  not  to  permit  any  conduct 
of  theirs  not  involving  breach  of  chaiter,  to  be  investigated, 
must  have  been  entertained  long  before  it  was  made  known  to 
your  committee — and  that  it  was  not  communicated  until  every 
other  means  of  preventing  the  examination  had  proved  unavail- 
ing. But  for  this  conduct,  which  your  committee  cannot  re- 
gard as  distinguished  by  frankness  and  candor,  the  absence  of 
your  committee,  from  their  duties  in  the  house,  would  have 
been  of  much  shorter  continuance. 

Believing  they  had  now  exhausted,  in  their  efforts  to  execute 
the  duly  devolved  upon  them,  all  reasonable  means  depending 
fiolvly  upon  the  provisions  of  the  bank  charter,  to  obtain  the  in- 
spection of  the  hooks  of  this  corporation,  your  committee  were 
at  last  reluctantly  compelled  to  resort  to  the  subpoenas  which 
had  been  furnished  lo  them  under  the  seal  of  this  house,  and 
attested  by  its  clerk.  They,  thereby, on  the  9th  insi.  directed 
the  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  to  summon 
Nicholas  Biddle,  president,  and  thirteen  other  persons,  directors 
of  the  bank,  to  attend  at  theirconimittee  room,  on  the  next  day, 
at  12  o’clock,  at  noon,  totestify  concerning  the  matters  of  which 
your  committee  were  authorised  lo  inquire,  and  to  bring  with 
them  certain  books  therein  named  for  inspection.  Tlie  marshal 
served  the  summons  in  due  form  of  law,  and  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, liie  persons  therein  named  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee and  presented  a written  commiitiication  signed  by  each 
of  them,  as  the  answer  of  each  to  the  requirements  of  the  sub- 
poena, (which  is  in  the  appendix  to  this  report).  In  this  paper 
they  declare  “that  they  do  not  produce  the  books  required,  be- 
cause they  are  not  in  the  custody  of  either  of  us,  but  as  has 
been  heretofore  stated,  of  the  board,”  and  add,  “considering 
that  as  corporators  and  directors,  we  are  parties  to  the  proceed- 
ing—we  do  not  consider  ourselves  bound  to  testify,  and  there- 
fore respectfully  decline  to  do  so.” 

Your  committee  will  not  dwell  long  to  answer  these  techni- 
cal excii.ses  for  this  contempt  of  the  lawful  mandate  of  the 
house.  They  are  to  he  fonnd  at  large  in  the  written  document 
above  referred  to.  Most  of  them,  it  is  believed,  have  been  al- 
ready satisfactorily  answered.  The  two  novel  excuses  herein 
set  forth,  cannot  but  be  condemned  as  insufficient.  The  first 
is  founded  on  a very  refined  distinction  between  the  power  of 
the  directors  as  persons  and  as  corporators.  The  same  persons 
have  and  have  not  power  to  submit  the  books.  As  corporators, 
the  custody  of  the  books  is  in  tliein;  but  as  individuals,  although 
collectively  assembled,  the  same  books  are  not  under  their  con- 
trol. Thii.s,  by  an  attenuated  technicality,  the  lawful  authority 
of  the  house  is  to  be  defied.  If,  in  one  room  of  the  bank  they 
must  be  esteemed  as  “individual  citizens,”  who  may  lawfully 
disregard  a subpoena  duces  tecum,  because  they  have  not  the 
hook  demanded — if,  in  another  room  of  the  same  house,  by  a 
transmigration  not  known  to  heathen  philosophy,  their  identity 
is  gone;  they  have  become  mere  ideal  creatures,  on  which  not 
«vea  the  subpoena  ad  testificandum  can  be  served.  To  make  this 


excuse  still  more  extraordinary  let  it  be  remembered  that  seven 
of  the  genlleiuen  by  whom  it  is  offered  had  been  ap|ioinied  by 
the  board  of  directors  to  exhibit  the  books  of  the  bank  lor  in- 
spection, and  ol  course  must  have  hud  the  right  to  that  exclu- 
sive possession  lor  that  purpose. 

I'lie  reason  assigned  for  the  refusal  to  be  sworn  is  parallel  with 
that  which  has  just  been  considered.  They  claim,  that,  as  cor- 
porators and  directors,  they  are  parlies  lo  the  proceedings  of  the 
house,  and  therefore  not  bound  to  give  testimony.  It  is  a humane 
lule  to  be  found  in  the  criminal  law,  which  declares  that  no  man 
shall  be  compelled  to  criminate  himself,  and  one  which  this 
committee  would  be  unwilling,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
deny,  but  your  committee  are  not  aware  of  any  principle  of  evi- 
dence which  will  excuse  a person  for  refusing  to  give  testimony, 
simply  because  it  may  subject  him  to  a civil  action. 

There  are  provisions  in  the  bank  charter,  making  the  direc- 
tors liable  to  a civil  suit  if  proved  to  have  participated  in  certain 
transactions  therein  mentioned.  But  it  ought  not  to  be  suppos- 
ed that  any  thing  can  be  found  on  the  books  of  the  bank  that 
would  subject  the  directors  to  a criminal  prosecution.  Even  If 
the  latter  supposition  be  not  entiiely  without  foundation,  still  it 
is  insisted  that  a witness  called  on  to  testify,  must  do  so,  unless 
the  court  or  other  tribunal  before  which  he  appears,  shall  ad- 
judge that  he  is  interested.  That  question  the  witness  cannot 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  himself,  otherwise  evidence  might  be 
withheld  without  good  cause.  As  to  the  supposition  that  the 
directors,  or  the  corporation  under  their  control,  are  to  be  con- 
sidered parties  to  the  inquest  this  committee  was  directed  to 
institute,  it  has  already  been  answered  in  this  report,  and  needs 
no  further  reply.  If  the  inquest  had  been  prosecuted,  and  had 
satisfied  congress  or  the  president  that  a scire  facias  ought  to 
issue,  then,  and  not  till  then,  could  the  bank  directors  become 
parties  to  the  proceedings,  and,  under  that  principle,  attempt  to 
conceal  transaclions  known  only  to  themselves;  and  even  then 
their  books  might  be  used  as  evidence  against  them.  Justice 
requires  ns  to  add,  that  the  directors,  while  they  protested 
against  our  right  to  examine  them,  declared  they  had  no  know- 
ledge, which,  if  a necessary  regard  to  their  duties  and  the  rights 
of  others  permitted,  they  would  not  willingly  expose  without 
reserve. 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  have 
not  imitated  the  course  of  the  directors  of  1819  and  1832,  by 
waiving  their  supposed  technical  rights,  and  inviting  an  unre- 
strained examination  of  their  proceedings.  Such  conduct  could 
not  but  have  gained  public  approbation;  and  it  is  humbly  con- 
ceived, could  not  have  been  reasonably  objected  to  by  any  per- 
sons having  bn.siness  with  the  institution.  If  such  had  been  the 
course  of  tlie  directors,  the  committee  hope  to  be  pardoned  for 
saying  it  was  their  purpose  to  have  endeavored  lo  have  per- 
formed the  duties  which  had  been  enjoined,  thoroughly,  impar- 
tially, and  with  a rigid  adherence  to  the  immutable  principles 
of  truth  and  justice. 

Thus,  your  committee  conclude,  the  just  power  and  authority 
of  the  house  of  representatives  have  been  set  at  naught,  defied 
and  contemned. 

Thus,  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  been 
deliberately  violated,  by  repeated  refusals  of  the  directors  of 
that  corporation  to  submit  their  books  and  papers  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  this  committee. 

Thus  have  the  just  expectations  of  the  house  and  of  their  con- 
stituents been  disappointed,  and  all  means  of  obtaining  the  best 
and  most  accurate  information  concerning  the  operations  of  a 
controlling  moneyed  institution,  been  cut  off  and  denied. 

It  remains  for  the  house  and  the  country  to  decide  how  far 
this  conduct  of  that  directory  has  been  dictated  by  their  solemn 
duty,  as  declared,  to  protect  the  interests  of  others  committed 
specially  to  their  protection.  How  far  it  conforms  to  those 
principles  of  action  which  are  based  on  conscious  integrity  and 
uprightness  of  purpose,  which  defies  scrutiny,  and  invites  in- 
vestigation; and  how  far  it  shall  be  received  as  a plea  of  gdilty 
to  the  high  misdemeanors  which  they  insist  have  been  charged 
against  the  corporation  of  which  they  have  the  management  and 
control. 

These  grave  questions,  with  others  growing  out  of  the  trans- 
actions and  proceedings,  are  left  to  be  decided  by  the  house  of 
representatives. 

To  elicit  those  opinions,  the  following  resolutions  are  most 
respectfully  submitted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  by  the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  right  was  expressly  reserved  to  either  house  of  con- 
gress, by  the  appointment  of  a committee,  lo  inspect  the  books, 
and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,  as  well 
as  to  ascertain  if  at  any  time  it  has  violated  its  charter. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, passed  on  the  4th  of  April,  1834,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  with  full  powers  lo  make  the-invesligations  embrac- 
ed in  said  resolution,  was  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  charter  of  said  bank  and  the  power  of  this  house. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  president  and  board  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  by  refusing  to  submit  for  inspection, 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  as  called  for  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  house  of  representatives,  have  contemned  the  legiti- 
mate authority  of  the  house,  asserting  for  themselves  powers 
and  privileges  not  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  their  charter, 
nor  in  fairness  deducible  from  any  of  the  terms  or  provisions  of 
that  instrument. 

4.  Resolved,  That  either  house  of  congress  has  the  right  to 
compel  the  production  of  any  such  books  or  papers  as  have  been 
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called  for  by  their  committee,  and  also  to  compel  said  president 
and  directors  to  testify  to  sHCli  interrogatories  as  were  necessa- 
ry to  a full  and  perfect  under.slamling  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank  at  any  period  within  the  term  of  its  existence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  speaker  oi  this  house  do  issue  his  war- 
rant to  the  sergeant  ai-arms,  to  arrest  Nicholas  Hiddle,  presi- 
dent, Manuel  Eyre,  Lawrence  Lewis,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel 
VV.  Cox,  John  Holmes,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  Goddard,  John 
R.  Neff,  William  Platt,  Maithew  Newkitk,  Janies  C.  Fisher, 
John  S.  Henry  and  John  Sergeant,  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  of  this  house,  to  an- 
swer for  their  contempt  of  its  lawful  authority. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  Everett,  from  the  minority  of  the  committee,  appointed  to 
investigate  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report; 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  committee  for  investigating 
Ihe  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  having  differed  from 
their  colleagues  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  committee, 
and  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  investigation,  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  grounds  of  this  difference,  and  their  reasons  for  not  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

The  twenty-third  section  of  the  law,  approved  on  the  10th  of 
April,  1816,  (commonly  called  the  bank  charter),  makes  the  fol- 
lowing provision:  “it  shall  at  all  times  be  lawful  for  a commit- 
tee of  either  house  of  congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to 
inspect  the  books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
corporation  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provi- 
sions of  this  charter  have  been,  by  the  same,  violated  or  not.” 
This  provision  is,  in  terms,  an  express  grant  ol  power  to  either 
iiouse  of  congress;  and,  consequently,  but  for  this  grant,  neither 
house  would  have  possessed  the  power.  To  suppose  that  either 
house  of  congress  would  have  possessed  the  power,  although 
the  charter  had  been  silent  on  the  subject,  is  to  suppose  that 
80  much  of  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter  as  gives  the 
power,  is  mere  surplusage — an  unauthorised  and  inadmissible 
supposition. 

If  the  power  reserved  in  the  twenty-third  section  had  been 
already  possessed  by  either  house  of  congress,  it  must  have 
been  in  virtue  of  its  general  authority  to  institute  inquiries,  and 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  But  had  the  congress  who 
granted  the  charter  understood  that  this  authority  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers  extended  to  the  inspection  of  the  books  of 
the  bank,  they  could  not  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  provide 
that  it  should  be  lawful,  at  any  time,  for  either  house  of  con- 
gress to  appoint  a committee  for  such  inspection. 

The  resolution  passed  on  the  4th  of  April  last,  under  w'hich 
the  committee  of  investigation  was  appointed,  is  expressed  in 
the  following  terms: 

[The  resolution  will  be  found  at  the  commencement  of  the 
preceding  report.] 

The  committee,  thus  appointed,  is  clothed  with  the  power 
granted  to  either  house  of  congress,  by  the  twenty-third  section 
of  the  charier,  the  same  being  given  to  it  by  the  express  words 
of  the  resolution,  which  authorises  it  to  “inspect  the  books,  and 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  bank,”  and  “report 
whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not.” 
Had  the  resolution  stopped  here,  its  interpretation  would  have 
been  easy.  It  would  have  been  (and  would  so  have  necessari- 
ly been  understood)  a resolution  creating  a committee  under 
the  power  granted  by  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter, 
and  for  the  precise  objects,  and  no  other,  therein  provided  for. 
But  the  resolution  of  the  house  goes  much  farther.  It  purports 
to  authorise  the  committee  to  engage  in  a much  wider  range  of 
inquiry  than  the  violation  of  the  chai  ter.  It  declares  the  objects 
of  investigation  to  be  three  fold,  viz:  1st,  the  causes  of  the 
commercial  embarrassment  and  distress  alleged  to  exist;  2d, 
violations  of  the  charter;  3d,  corruptions  and  abuses  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  bank,  of  which  several  are  alluded  to  in  very 
general  and  comprehensive  terms,  as  will  be  perceived  by  re- 
currence to  the  resolution  just  quoted.  Of  these  three  objects, 
the  second  only  is  the  one  on  which  a committee,  raised  in  pur- 
suance of  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  charter,  is  authorised 
to  report. 

As  the  resolution  of  the  house  enumerates  objects  of  inquiry 
not  named  in  the  charter,  so  it  specifies  means  of  attaining  in 
formation,  not  provided  for  in  that  law.  It  authorises  the  com- 
mittee “to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the 
said  bank  and  branches.” 

The  point  of  chief  question  in  this  matter  has  been,  what  ex- 
tension of  the  powers  pos..=essed  by  the  committee,  in  virtue  of 
the  twenty-third  seotion  of  the  law,  is  effected  by  this  addition 
al  detail  of  the  objects  to  be  investigated,  and  of  the  means  for 
attaining  knowledge  concerning  them. 

The  subscribers  understand  their  colleagues,  the  majon'iy  of 
the  committee,  to  claim,  under  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  an 
unlimited  power  of  inquiry  after  all  the  conceivable  corruptions 
and  malpractices  of  the  bank,  and  of  sending  for  the  p ■r-ons  of 
its  officers  and  directors,  and  for  any  and  all  of  its  books  and 
papers,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  any  such  corruptions  and 
malpractices  exist.  The  subscribers  believe  that  no  such  pow 
er  of  general  search  is  given  to  the  committee  by  the  resolution: 
and  that  it  was  not  competent  for  either  house  of  congress  to 
give  it.  In  their  difference  of  opinion  from  iheir  brethren  of  t!ie 
majority  on  this  head,  will  be  found  the  chief  source  of  their 


dissent  from  most  of  the  important  measures  proposed  by  the 
committee. 

Before  explaining  their  views  more  distinctly,  they  would  ob- 
serve, to  avoid  all  misconception,  that  it  is  no  part  of  their  pur- 
pose to  maintain  that  the  power  of  the  coniniitlee  is  confined  to 
an  inquiry,  whether  the  charter  of  the  bank  has  been  violated. 
The  Undersigned  believe  it  is  competent  for  the  house  to  inquire 
into  any  alleged  abuse  or  corruption  whatsoever,  to  the  utmost 
latitude  required  by  the  public  good,  and  authorised  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  law.  They  believe  that  the  coiiiiiiittee,  of 
which  they  are  members,  was  authorised  to  make  such  inqui- 
ries. They  believed,  however,  that  these  inquiries  were  to  be 
conducted  according  to  the  charter;  llial  is,  according  to  la'.V; 
and  according  to  those  general  princijiles  of  equity  am’  consti- 
tutional right  which  cannot  be  transcended,  in  virtue  ol  any  re- 
solution of  either  house  of  congress;  and  w'/.ich  the  undersigned 
are  unwilling  to  believe  that  either  house  of  congress  could  at- 
tempt or  wish  to  transcend. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  as  they  think,  shown,  that  the 
provision  in  the  charter  is  a grant  of  power,  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  possessed  by  either  house.  So  far,  there- 
fore, is  the  general  power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papere  from 
enlarging  the  charter  power,  that  this  latter  is  an  addition  to  the 
power  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers.  The  power,  there- 
fore, possessed  by  the  committee  under  the  charter,  and  recited 
in  the  resolution,  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  extenued  or  enlarged 
by  any  thing  else  in  that  resolution.  No  limitation  imposed  by 
the  charter  upon  the  inquiry  which  the  committee  is  thereby 
authorised  to  make,  or  the  mode  of  making  it,  can  be  removed 
by  the  general  parliamentary  power  of  the  house  to  institute  in- 
vestigations, and  send  for  persons  and  papers.  It  would  be  an 
absurdity  to  make  a charter  provision  for  extending  the  general 
powers  of  the  house,  and  then  to  seek  to  enlarge  the  powers 
conveyed  in  that  provision,  by  the  addition  of  something  else, 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  general  authority  of  the  house. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  must  be  recollected  that  the  charter  is  a 
contract  proposed  by  the  government  to  the  stockholders,  and 
voluntarily  entered  into  by  them.  This  power  of  visitation,  and 
of  subjecting  the  books  to  in.spection,  is  or»e  of  the  conditions  of 
the  contract,  onerous  to  the  stockholders.  To  attempt  to  en- 
large it  by  construction,  is  to  attempt,  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
the  country,  to  interpolate  new  and  oppressive  conditions  into 
the  contract.  The  undersigned,  therefore,  maintaMi  that  a re- 
solution of  one  house  of  congress,  passed  in  virtue  of  its  general 
power  of  inquisition,  cannot  enlarge  the  specific  provisions  of 
a law.  But  they  do  not  therefore  hold  that  this  committee 
could  not,  under  the  authority  of  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
inquire  into  any  other  matters  than  breaches  of  the  charter. 
They  maintain  only  that  this  is  a power  to  be  exercised  agreea- 
bly to  law  and  justice;  that  it  is  not  an  absolute  inquisitorial 
power;  that  it  does  not  authorise  a committee  of  either  house 
to  prosecute  a secret  inquiry  of  indefinite  character,  after  any 
and  every  abuse,  probable  or  possible.  It  does  not  extend  the 
right  of  inspecting  the  books,  granted  for  one  purpose  alone,  so 
as  to  authorise  their  inspection  for  purposes  totally  different. 
It  does  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  a committee  to  issue  warrants 
of  general  search,  .ind  compel  the  appearance  of  citizens,  and 
the  production  of  papers,  not  in  proof  or  disproof  of  charges 
against  third  persons,  by  evidence  of  which  they  are  the  legal 
depositories,  but  in  order  to  enable  such  a committee  to  find 
out  by  these  papers,  whether  those  who  bring  them  are  not 
themselves  guilty  of  misdemeanors.  Such  a power  as  this,  the 
undersigned  wholly  reject  as  abhorrent  to  reason  and  justice; 
unknown  to  the  constitution  of  this  country;  at  war  with  its 
spirit  and  with  its  letter;  and  utterly  repugnant  to  the  public 
sentiment  of  the  people.  To  claim  such  a power,  is  to  claim 
for  either  house  of  congress  the  right,  in  virtue  of  a resolutiorr, 
of  sending  to  the  remotest  corners  of  the  union  for  any  number 
of  persons,  compelling  them  to  attend  a committee,  with  all 
their  papers,  to  submit  to  be  examined  on  oath;  to  exhibit  those 
papers  for  inspection;  and  thus  to  enable  such  committee  to 
find  matter  of  fixing  on  such  individuals  the  charge  of  gross,  but 
■previously  unspecified,  misdemeanors  and  corruptions. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  undersigned  to  endeavor  to  define 
what  are  the  limits  of  Ihe  powers  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the 
houses  of  congress.  It  is  sufficient  for  llieir  present  purposes 
to  have  shown,  (and  the  proposition  is  proved  in  its  enuncia- 
tion), what  they  are  not  and  cannot  be.  It  cannot  be  within 
the  competence  of  a committee  of  the  house  to  institute  a gene- 
ral search,  and  compel  the  citizens  on  oath  to  purge  them- 
selves if  innocent,  and  criminate  themselves  if  guilty;  and  bring 
with  them  their  papers  to  be  ransacked  in  a roving  hunt  for  un- 
specified crimes.  The  constitution  reserves  to  the  people  the 
right,  (a  right  inviolable  without  the  reservation)  “to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  p.npers  and  effects,  against  unreasona- 
ble searches  and  sciziiresi”  Of  all  unreasonable  searches  that 
can  be  imniagitied,  none  is  more  signally  so  than  a general 
search  into  the  papers  possessed  by  a person,  whether  indivi- 
dual or  corporate,  witJi  a view  to  find,  (if  it  should  happen  to 
exist),  matter  of  crimination  against  that  person.  A general 
search  for  any  purpose  i.«  unreasonable;  for  the  object  of  crimi- 
nating the  individual  searched,  it  would  be  at  war  with  the  first 
priiicirdes  of  justice,  and,  as  exercised  by  a committee  of  the 
house  of  refiresenlniives,  one  branch  of  a legislature  of  limited 
con.stitutional  jurisdiction,  an  enormous  assumption  of  power. 
It  would  be  unreasonable,  because  as  no  man  is  beyond  tho 
possibility  of  doing  wrong,  the  right  to  institute  a general  search, 
if  it  existed,  would  be  aright  of  inquisition  into  the  affairs  of 
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every  individual  in  the  community;  a right  too  extravagant  to 
be  claimed  by  any  government  pretending  to  be  limited  by  lavy, 
«ind  never  exercised  by  any  but  those  odious  and  arbitrary  tri- 
bunals which  are  banded  down  to  the  undying  execration  of 
mankind.  It  would  be  at  war  with  the  first  principles  of  jus- 
tice, which,  as  a general  rule,  compel  no  man  to  criminate  him- 
self, directly  or  indirectly,  nor  to  furni.di  the  means  of  his  own 
crimination.  It  would  be  an  enormous  assumption  of  power 
on  the  part  of  either  house  of  congress;  a body  whose  jurisdic- 
tion does  not  extend  to  any  considerable  portion  of  the  conceiv- 
able crimes  and  misdemeanors  which  such  a search  mi2ht,  if 
they  had  been  committed,  bring  out;  and  who  can  surely  lay 
claim  to  no  power  of  searching  out  matters,  which,  if  the  search 
be  successful,  are  without  its  province,  both  of  legislation  and 
punishment. 

11  may  be  observed  that,  if  the  right  of  making  such  a search 
of  the  bank,  of  the  U.  States  be  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  general 
powers  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the  house,  it  extends  to  every 
state  bank  in  the  union,  as  fully  as  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  charter  gives  a power  of  visiting  the  corporation 
thereby  created,  and  of  eourse  confined  exclusively  to  the  bank 
of  the*  United  States.  That  power,  as  has  been  urged,  can  be 
applied  only  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  given,  viz:  to  enable  a 
committee  to  report  “whether  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not.”  But  , if  we  go  further  and  claim  a 
Eight,  under  the  general  power  of  inquisition  possessed  by  the 
house,  to  search  the  bank  for  objects  not  made  subjects  of 
search  by  the  charier,  then  it  is  obvious  that  the  corporators 
and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  are  no  more 
amenable  to  such  a search  in  their  persons,  books  and  papers, 
than  the  corporators  or  directors  of  any  other  bank,  of  any  in- 
surance office,  trust  company,  turnpike,  canal,  or  rail  road 
company,  or  any  other  private  citizens.  The  right,  therefore, 
claimed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  if  it  transcend  to 
the  slightest  degree  the  limitations  of  the  charter,  must  flow 
from  a claim  of  power,  which  would  bring  within  its  grasp 
every  corporation,  every  citizen,  and  every  book  and  paper  in 
the  United  States,  and  subject  them,  at  any  time,  to  a general 
search  of  a committee  of  either  house  of  congress. 

Should  it  be  contended  that,  as  a great  stockholder,  the  go- 
vernment has  a right  to  institute  this  search,  the  answer  is  ob- 
vious. The  house  of  representatives  is  not  the  government;  and 
the  government,  as  a stockholder,  has  no  rights  not  possessed 
by  the  other  stockholders,  or  to  be  exercised  in  any  oilier  way. 
In  the  contr.act  between  the  government  and  the  stockholders,  by 
which  the  bank  was  created  a corporation  of  a character  partly 
private  and  partly  public,  the  government  reserved  to  itself  all 
the  powers  which  it  thought  were  required  to?protect  its  inter- 
est as  a stockliolder,  or  which  were  needed  in  reference  to 
any  other  relations  of  the  hank  to  the  country.  To  these  re 
servations,  the  stockholders,  by  accepting  the  charter,  a.ssented. 
They  cannot  now  be  extended  to  the  prejudice  of  the  bank,  with- 
out a violation  of  law  and  a breacli  of  faith. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  intending  to  charge  their  re- 
Epected  colleagues,  from  whom  they  differed  with  pain,  with 
the  design  consciously  to  institute  a search  of  this  character 
Into  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  but  they  felt  obliged  to  dissent 
from  a considerable  portion  of  ttieir  measures,  deeming  them, 
In  effect,  (though  certainly  not  so  intended),  to  have  all  the  es- 
sential characters  of  such  a general  and  unlawful  search.  The 
justice  of  this  remark  will,  as  the  undersigned  think,  abundantly 
appear,  fropi  a review  of  the  principal  measures  adopted  by 
the  committee,  which  will  now,  for  this  reason,  be  briefly  ex- 
fimined. 

1.  The  first  step  taken  was  a call  by  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation on  the  committee  of  directors,  for  “a  list  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of  the  purposes  for  which  each 
is  designed,  and  the  name  of  the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  cus- 
tody, they  are  respectively  committed.”  This  was  a step  pre- 
liminary to  the  process  by  which  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, in  the  judgment  of  the  m.ajority,  could  call  for,  and  take 
into  their  possession,  by  a precept  addressed  to  the  clerks  in 
the  bank,  any  or  all  of  the  books  of  the  institution,  in  which  the 
business  transactions  of  the  bank  are  entered  by  the  said  clerks. 
This  list  was  furnished  by  the  committee  of  the  directors,  with 
the  statement,  however,  that  the  hooks  were  not  in  the  custody 
of  the  clerks,  but  in  the  general  custody  of  the  board.  In  con- 
eeqnence  of  this  statement,  no  attempt  was  made  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  books  by  a demand  of  the  clerks. 

2.  Of  a similar  character,  but  more  objectionable,  because 
tending  more  directly  to  the  institution  of  a general  search,  and 
forming  an  immediate  preparation  for  it,  was  the  right,  insisted 
on  by  the  committee,  of  an  exclusive  occupation  of  the  room 
(n  the  banking  house,  offered  by  the  directors  for  their  accom- 
modation during  the  inspection  of  the  hooks.  The  undersigned 
refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  committee  of  investi- 
gation and  the  committee  of  the  bank  on  this  subject.  They 
would  only  briefly  observe,  that  a committee  of  seven  had  been 
Appointed  by  the  board  of  directors,  to  receive  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and  submit  for  their  inspection  such  books  and 
papers  of  the  bank  as  rhight  he  necessary  to  exhibit  its  pro- 
ceedings according  to  the  requirement  of  the  charter.  A room 
in  the  banking  house  was,  by  this  committee,  offered  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. It  appeared  at  a very  early  stage  of  the  proceedings,  in 
a conferrence  between  the  two  committees,  that  the  committee 
of  the  directors  proposed  to  exhibit  their  books  in  person  to  the 
committee  of  investigation,  expressing,  at  the  same  time,  their 


expectation  and  readiness  to  “withdraw  from  the  room  when- 
ever llie  committee  of  the  house  should  see  fit,”  in  order  to 
furnish  the  conimittee  of  the  house  the  opportunity  to  delibe- 
rate, without  the  presence  of  any  one,  not  required  or  invited 
by  themselves  to  attend.  This  proposed  manner  of  conducting 
the.  examination  was  regarded  by  the  majority  of  the  c«>mrnittee 
of  the  house  of  representatives  as  inadiuissibln,  and  formed  the 
suliject  of  a correspondence  between  them  and  the  committee 
of  the  directors.  The  committee  of  tlie  house  adopted  two  re- 
solutions, by  one  of  which  they  agreed  that  their  proceedings 
should  be  coiifideiilial,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  ilie  com- 
mitiee;  and  by  the  other,  that  no  person  should  he  present  at 
the,  inspection  of  the  books  and  examination  of  the  proceedinirs 
of  the  bank,  except  those  whose  attendance  miglil  he  required 
or  permitted  by  the  committee  of  investiiration. 

The  first  resolution  was  regarded  merely  as  an  nmlerstandine, 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  that  no  publicity 
would  be  given  by  them,  until  otherwise  ordered,  to  tjie  mat- 
ters llial  might  appear  in  the  course  of  the  exaininntioB.  The 
undersigned  assented  to  this  resolution,  with  the  understanding 
of  the  parliamentary  law,  that  the  sittings  of  every  committee 
are  open,  unless  ordered  to  be  secret  by  the  house;  and  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  present  committee,  by  a vote  of 
their  own,  either  to  shut  their  doors,  or  impose  secrecy  on 
any  persons  who  might  attend.  Rut  they  assented  to  the  in- 
junction of  confidence,  in  conformity  with  a usage  which  has 
prevailed  in  other  committees  of  inquiry  of  the  house,  for  their 
own  convenience,  as  a rule  binding  on  themselves,  and  with 
the  express  reservation  that  the  adoption  of  this  re.solulioii 
should,  in  no  drgreee,  involve  an  assent  to  the  principle  as- 
serted in  the  second.  To  that  principle,  viz:  that  no  person 
should  he  permitted  to  attend  during  the  inspection  of  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  the  examination  of  its  proceedings, 
whose  presence  was  not  required  nor  assented  to  by  the  board, 
the  undersigned  were  strenuously  opposed.  It  was  asserted  as 
a right  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  and,  (as  the  undersigned 
supposed,  and  the  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  ap- 
peared also  to  understand  it),  with  an  intention  to  enforce 
the  right.  In  pursuance  of  this  intention^  (as  the  tindersign- 
ed  supposed),  the  committee  of  investigation  ceased  to  hold 
their  meetings  in  the  rooms  set  apart  for  them  in  the  banking 
house,  as  soon  as  they  understood  the  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  to  claim  the  right  of  being  there  present  with 
their  books,  during  the  inspection  of  the  same.  It  is  true  that, 
by  a subsequent  resolution,  the  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives disclaimed  having  decided  that  they  should,  in 
point  of  fact,  exclude  the  directors  from  the  room,  during  the 
inspection  of  the  books;  but  they  persevered  in  the  aserlion  of 
the  right  to  do  so,  as  appears  from  the  documents  appended  to 
this  report. 

Tliis  claim  was  regarded  by  the  undersigned,  as  being  with- 
ont  foundation  and  objectionable.  In  the  first  place,  as  has 
been  observed,  they  believed  it  to  be  contrary  to  the  lex  pnrlia- 
mentnria  for  a committee  of  inquiry,  on  its  own  authority,  to 
claim  the  right  of  holding  its  sittings,  except  when  deliberating 
and  voting,  in  secret.  It  can  only  he  constituted  a secret  com- 
mittee by  express  order  of  the  house.  Secondly,  this  principle 
involved  the  right  of  withdrawing  the  books  of  the  hank  from 
the  custody  of  the  directors,  and  taking  them  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  committee  of  investigation.  This  is  a power  not 
given  by  tlie  charter,  which,  as  far  as  the.  books  are  concerned, 
authorises  a committee  only  “to  inspect  the  books.”  A*  the 
right  thus  reserved  by  the  charter  to  congress  it  is  not  only  one  of 
the  conditions  of  an  agreement,  but  is  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  citizen,  and  could  not  be  claimed  at  com- 
mon law,  and  its  exercise  at  best,  and  under  any  circumstances, 
must  be  highly  incommodious,  and  create  a .serious  interruption 
of  the  business  of  the  hank,  it  should  be  construed  rather  strict- 
ly than  liberally,  and  not  draw  with  it,  by  implication,  any 
tiling  not  necessary  for  its  exercise.  Tire  entire  confidence, 
which  the  undersigned  feel,  in  the  liberality  and  magnanimity 
of  their  colleagues,  so  to  conduct  the  inspection,  as  to  cause 
the  least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  officers  of  the  hank, 
could  not  authorise  an  acquiescence  in  a claim  of  right  wholly 
to  obstruct  and  bring  to  a stop  the  ordinary  proceedings  of  the 
bank;  in  fact,  to  suspend  the  charter. 

It  was  a claim  to  take  the  books  out  of  the  possession  of  the 
directors  into  the  possession  of  the  committee,  to  detain  them 
as  long  as  they  pleased,  to  carry  them  whithersoever  they 
pleased,  (a  right  afterwards  more  distinctly  asserted  and  at- 
tempted to  be  enforced),  and  to  put  them  to  whatever  use  the 
committee,  in  their  uncontrolled  discretion,  might  think  proper. 
The  undersigned  again  repeat,  that  it  derogates  in  no  degree 
from  the  objectionable  character  of  this  claim,  to  urge,  that  the 
books  of  the  hank,  thus  taken  from  the  possession  of  the  direc- 
tors, could  have  been  pul  to  no  unworthy  use  by  the  committee 
of  investigation.  Such  an  idea  could  only  suggest  itself  to  be 
repudiated.  It  is  sufficient  objection  that  they  would  have 
been  put  out  of  the  custody  of  those  responsible  to  the  stock- 
holders for  their  safe  keeping.  The  most  improper  use  to 
which  the  books,  or  any  other  property  of  an  individual  or  a 
corporation,  can  be  put,  is,  to  take  them  away  from  their  right- 
ful owner  and  lawful  guardian.  I may  think  I can  take  better 
care  of  my  neighbor’s  property  than  he  does  himself,  but  I may 
not  therefore  take  it  from  him,  aud  administer  it,  even  for  his 
own  good;  far  less  may  I take  it,  without  warrant  of  law,  in 
order  to  extract  from  its  unlawful  use,  matter  to  be  used,  direct- 
ly or  by  consequence,  for  his  crimination.  The' books  belong 
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lo  Uie  stocKhoIders  of  the  bank,  and  are,  by  them,  entrusted  to 
Oie  directors.  They  do  not  belong  to  the  lioiise  of  representa- 
tives, nor  to  any  comniitlee  of  that  lionse;  and  a right  to  inspect 
them  no  more  involvei  a right  to  take  possession  of  them,  than 
a right  lo  count  the  money  in  the  vaults  involves  a right  to  lake 
possession  of  it.  It  is  a case  of  freriueiit  occurrence  in  the  state 
banks,  that  committees  are  sent  to  visit  them,  and,  among  other 
tilings,  to  count  the  specie  in  their  vaults.  Should  such  a com- 
mittee claim  the  right  of  going  into  the  vaults  alone,  ami  count- 
ing the  money,  without  the  presence  of  the  directors  ol  the 
bank,  or  their  authorised  agents,  it  would  be  thought  a very 
unwarrantable  claim;  and  no  personal  confidence,  reposed  in 
the  honor  and  probity  of  the  committee,  would  render  such  a 
claim  at  all  the  less  unwarrantable. 

But  the  aliempl  to  fortify  the  right  of  taking  possession  of  the 
books,  by  urging  that,  in  its  exercise,  it  would  not  have  been 
abused,  wholly  fails,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  undersigned, 
because  they  deem  that  the  use  which  w.as  avowedly  to  be 
made  of  them,  was  the  greatest  possible  abuse.  It  was  intend 
ed  to  employ  them  for  the  purpose  of  a general  search,  not  only 
to  ascertain,  in  the  most  general  form,  whether  the  charter  of 
the  bank  had  been  violated,  but  also  what  corruptions,  abuses, 
find  malpractices  had  taken  place  in  its  management;  and  this, 
by  way  of  inquiry,  among  other  things,  whether  a criminal  pro- 
secution, in  legal  form,  should  be  instituted,  (see  resolution  of 
committee  of  investigation  of  7th  of  May),  in  which  prosecu- 
tion the  directors,  called  to  submit  the  books,  would  have  been 
the  party  implicated. 

The  undersigned  believe,  that,  in  a land  of  constitutional 
liberty  and  law.  it  can  need  but  little  argument  to  show  that  a 
claim,  on  the  part  of  a committee  of  either  house  of  congress, 
acting  in  virtue  of  the  general  parliamentary  power  of  inquiry, 
to  demand,  as  a matter  of  right,  the  production,  and  to  take 
possession  of,  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  an  individual 
or  a corporation,  in  order  to  search  therein  for  matter  on  which 
to  found  a criminal  procedure  against  said  individual  or  corpo- 
ration, is  a claim  at  once  of  the  most  unfounded  and  pernicious 
character.  They  confidently  believe  that  no  court  of  justice  in 
the  United  States,  or  any  other  free  country,  has  ever  claimed 
such  a power  as  a right,  or  attempted,  in  point  of  fact  to  exe- 
cute it.  They  have  never  heard  of  any  statute  which  gives  this 
power  to  any  court  or  other  tribunal.  And  they  would  deem 
the  assumption  of  such  a power,  by  either  house  of  congress,  as 
an  incident  of  the  general  powers  of  the  house,  and,  resting  on 
the  lex  parliament  aria,  as  unwarrantable,  and  in  the  highest 
degree  dangerous. 

3.  The  committee  having  withdrawn  from  the  occupation  of 
the  room  in  the  banking  house,  for  the  reason  staled,  adopted  a 
resolution  requiring  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  lo 
submit  certain  of  the  books  of  the  bank  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee,  at  their  room  in  the  North  American  hotel.  (See 
doc.  No.  25).  With  this  requisition  the  committee  of  the  direc- 
tors declined  complying,  for  reasons  which  appear  in  their  re- 
solutions adopted  May  the  3d.  (Document  No.  30).  The  un- 
dersigned regarded  this  resolution  of  the  committee  as  open  to 
the  objections  already  urged  against  an  ex  parte  inspection  of 
the  books,  and  to  others  peculiar  to  itself.  By  its  terms,  the 
president  and  directors  are  required  to  submit  certain  of  their 
books  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee  at  the  North  American 
hotel.  If,  by  the  term  required,  nothing  is  to  be  understood  but 
a request,  with  which  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  at  liberty 
lo  decline  a compliance,  they  were  of  course  free  so  to  decline, 
and  their  doing  so,  argues  no  contetnpt  of  the  house.  But  the 
majority  of  the  committee  evidently  regarded,  as  in  some  way 
obligatory,  the  demand  for  the  production,  at  their  hotel,  of  cer- 
tain of  the  books  of  the  bank.  Such  a detnand  the  subscribers 
deemed  to  he  Hiiauthorised.  If  valid,  in  reference  to  the  bonks 
named  in  the  requisition,  it  was  of  course  valid  as  to  all  the 
books  of  the  bank  and  all  its  branches;  which,  by  parity  of  right, 
the  committee  might  h.ive  required  to  be  brought  to  their  lodg- 
ings, and  there  detained  and  u,J*d  at  their  pleasure.  The  ques- 
tion whether  (supposing  them  brought  to  the  committee’s  room 
at  the  North  American  hotel)  they  should  there  be  submitted  in 
person  by  the  directors,  or  inspected  ex  parte  by  the  committee 
of  investigation,  was  not  distinctly  raised.  But  considering 
that  the  committee  ceased  to  hold  their  meetings  at  the  banking 
house,  precisely  because  the  directors  insisted  on  their  submit- 
ting the  books  for  inspection  in  person,  it  appeared  to  the  un- 
dersigned that,  whether  exercised  or  not,  the  right  of  an  ex 
parte  inspection  was  designed  to  he  reserved,  and  that  the  in- 
spection was  required  to  be  had  at  the  private  room  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  enable  the  committee,  if  they  deemed  it  expedient, 
to  act  on  that  reservation.  All  the  objections,  therefore,  which 
lie  to  an  ea? parfc  inspection  in  the  hanking  house,  hold  with 
equal  force  to  an  ex  parte  inspection  out  of  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  requisuion  of  the  hooks,  to  be  carried 
away  from  the  hanking  house,  appeared  to  the  undersigned,  for 
other  reasons,  of  an  inadmissible  character.  It  was  to  take 
them  away  from  the  place  where  the  important  interests  of  the 
bank  require  them  to  be,  and  lo  he  used.  It  was  to  expose 
them  to  the  risks  of  transportation  through  the  streets,  and  de- 
tention in  private  rooms,  not  constructed  for  the  safe  preserva- 
tion of  valuable  papers,  While.it  is  the  const.ant  practice  of 
individuals  lo  deposite  for  safe  keeping  valuable  bonks  and  pa- 
pers in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  the  bank  was  required  to  remove 
its  own  books  and  papers,  containing  the  evidence  of  pecuniary 
transactions  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  to  the  committee’s  room  in  the  North  Araeri 


can  hotel,  a public  house  of  great  resort  m Philadelphia.  The 
undersigned  opposed  this  requisition,  from  the  belief  that  it  was 
tot.illy  beyond  the  authority  of  the  house;  and  they  should  have 
deeply  regretted  a compliance  v\ith  it  by  the  bank,  which  would 
have  devolved  on  the  committee  the  care  and  responsibility  of 
a deposite  so  delicate  and  valuable. 

By  the  23d  section  of  the  charter,  whenever  a scire  facias 
against  the  bank  is  sued  out  of  the  circuit  court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, it  shall  be  ‘-lawful  lor  the  court,  in  examining  into  the 
truth  of  the  alleged  violation  of  the  charier,  to  require  the  pro- 
duction of  such  of  the  books  of  the  bank  as  it  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  the  asccriainmeni  of  the  controverted  facts.”  This  is 
the  only  case  in  which  the  contract  between  the  government 
and  the  stockholders  aiithori.^es  a requisition  of  the  books;  and 
this  cautious  authority,  granted  by  law  to  one  of  the  high  judi- 
cial tribunals  of  the  country,  on  an  exaiiiinaiion  into  an  alleged 
violation  of  the  charter,  lo  require  the  production  of  the  books 
which  it  may  deem  necessary  to  the  ascertainment  of  contro- 
verted facts,  sufficiently  disproves  by  exclusion,  th«  grant  of 
any  similar  or  addiliorial  power,  of  the  same  kind,  to  any  other 
tribunal.  That  the  house  of  representatives,  independent  of 
the  charter  has  a right,  by  one  of  its  committees,  to  require  the 
production  of  any  or  all  of  the  books  of  the  bank  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  the  said  committee,  or  any  where  else,  the  undersigned 
cannot  bring  themselves  to  admit.  At  all  events,  as  no  aullio- 
ritalive  form  was  given  to  the  requisition,  the  directors,  in  re- 
spectfully declining  to  comply,  are  of  course  guilty  of  no  con- 
tempt of  the  house. 

4.  After  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  declined  a compliance 
with  the  requisition  of  their  books  to  be  produced  at  the  North 
American  hotel,  the  committee  of  investigation,  on  the  5ili  of 
May,  adopted  a resolution  (see  document  No.  32)  that  they 
w'ould  repair  to  the  banking  house,  at  one  o’clock  of  that  day, 
to  inspect  the  books  specified  in  the  resolution  of  the  28lh,  and 
such  others  as  they  might  require  to  be  produced.  A copy  of 
this  resolution  was  sent  to  the  cluiirman  of  the  committee  of 
the  directors,  hut  reached  him  at  his  dwelling  house,  at  a time 
when  the  committee  of  the  directors  was  not  in  session,  and  a 
short  time  before  the  hour  named  in  the  resolution  of  the  coiu- 
iiiitlee  of  investigation.  He  immediately  informed  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  hou.se  by  letter,  that  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  reassemble  the  committee  of  the  directors  in 
season  lo  submit  the  books  for  inspection  that  day,  but  that 
they  would  be  reassembled  without  unnecessary  delay.  The 
committee,  however,  deemed  it  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  up  an  issue,  lo  repair  to  the  banking  house  at  the  hour 
named,  and  then  and  there  to  call  on  the  president  and  cashier 
of  the  bank  to  submit  certain  of  their  books  to  the  commillee. 
This  accordingly  took  place,  first  in  the  large  hall  of  the  bank- 
ing house,  and  tlien,  by  repetition,  in  the  president’s  room.  The 
president  and  cashier  declined  a compliance  with  this  request, 
on  the  ground  that  they  had,  neither  of  them,  the  custody  of 
nor  control  over  the  books  and  papers;  the  general  custody  of 
the  same  being  with  the  board  of  directors,  who  had  already 
apjirised  the  committee  of  the  house,  that  they  had  placed  them 
under  the  direction  of  a committee,  to  be  by  that  committee 
submitted  for  inspection,  and  that  they  (the  president  and  ca- 
shier) were  therefore  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
committee  of  investigation.  This  demand,  and  the  answer  to 
it,  were  then  reduced  to  w'riting,  and  will  be  found  among  the 
papers  (Nos.  35,  36)  appended  to  this  report. 

This  proceeding  was  but  a repetition,  in  a form  a little  va- 
ried, of  the  attempts  before  made  to  acquire  the  means  of  con- 
ducting the  inspection  of  the  books,  apait  from  those  lo  whom 
the  directors  had  confided  the  duly  of  submitting  them  to  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives.  It  was  avowedly 
intended  only  to  make  up,  in  another  form,  the  issue  which  it 
was  supposed  would  he  created  between  the  bank  and  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  by  the  failure  of  the  committee  to  ob- 
tain the  books  thus  required  of  the  president  and  cashier.  It 
was  known  to  the  committee  of  the  house  that  the  directors, 
by  an  authentic  act,  of  which  a copy  had  been  communicated, 
had  placed  the  books  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  of  the 
board,  to  be  by  them  submitted  in  person  for  inspection.  The 
said  committee  of  the  directors  had  twice  positively  made 
known  their  inability  to  depart  from  the  instinctions  of  the 
board  in  this  respect.  The  committee  of  the  house  were  ap- 
prised that  the  books  asked  for  were  not,  under  the  instructions 
of  the  board,  at  the  voluntary  disposal  of  the  president  and  ca- 
shier, and  the  demand  made  of  these  officers  by  the  committee 
in  person,  at  the  b.ank,  was  not  of  the  nature  of  a legal  process 
to  compel  their  production,  supposing  them  to- have  been  rfe 
facto  \n  the  keeping  of  the  said  officers.  For  these  considera- 
tions, the  undersigned  opposed  the  personal  demand  for  the 
production  of  the  books  now  under  consideration,  as  a measiiro 
which  must,  for  the  reason  stated,  prove  ineffectual,  unneces- 
sary for  the  making  up  of  the  desired  issue,  and  open  to  the  ob- 
jection of  wearing  a vexatious  appearance.  To  make  a third 
application  for  a voluntary  submission  of  the  books  in  a man- 
ner which  it  was  known  was  deemed  inadmissible,  at  the  same 
time  that  no  recourse  was  had  to  compulsory  process,  could 
not  hut  have  the  effect,  though  certainly  not  so  intended,  of 
gratuitously  throwing  upon  the  directors  the  odium  of  repeated 
refusals  of  the  requests  of  the  committee  of  the  house.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  as  the  fact  is  undoubted  that  the  directors  had 
placed  the  books  under  the  control  of  the  committee  of  the 
board;  as  their  right  lo  do  so  is  unquestionable;  as  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  directors  had  apprised  the  chairman  of 
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the  committee  of  investigation  that  the  former  could  not  be  re- 
*«wmbled  at  thd  very  short  notice  given,  but  should  be  so, 
Without  unnecessary  delay,  to  submit  the  books  for  inspection; 
us  the  books  were  not,  in  point  of  fact,  in  possession  of  the  offi- 
cers called  on;  the  undersigned  feel  confident  that,  in  respect- 
fully declining  to  produce  them,  those  officers  were  guilty  of  no 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house. 

5.  But  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  at  the  first  have 
existed  between  the  committee  of  the  house  and  the  committee 
of  the  directors  as  to  the  propriety  of  permitting  the  latter  to  re- 
tain the  custody  of  the  books,  and  submit  them  in  person  to  the 
committee  of  the  house,  further  consideration  appears  to  have 
led  the  committee  of  the  house  to  admit  the  reasonableness  of 
this  mode  of  conducting  the  investigation,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
acquiesce  in  it— a consideration  which  exonerates  the  directors 
from  any  charge  of  contempt  in  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by 
them.  Accordingly,  without  waiving  their  right  to  require  the 
production  of  the  books  at  their  lodgings,  they  repaired  again  to 
the  banking  house,  to  the  room  set  apart  for  their  accommo- 
dation, and  required  the  production  of  certain  of  the  books  of 
the  bank. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  up  to  this  time,  nothing  had  been  ar- 
ranged as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  inspection  beyond  the 
single  point,  settled  by  the  acquiescence  of  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  the  books  should  be  submitted  in 
person  by  the  committee  of  the  directors.  No  objects  of  in- 
quiry had  been  announced  by  the  committee  of  investigation, 
further  than  they  appear  in  the  resolution  of  the  house  under 
which  the  committee  was  raised,  and  in  the  calls  made  for  in- 
formation, as  to  a great  amount  and  variety  of  matters,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  resolutiotis  in  the  appendix.  The  correspond- 
ence which  had  taken  place  between  the  committees  had  been 
confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  single  ground  of  the  course 
deemed  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  committee,  to  obtain  pos- 
session ot  the  books  of  the  bank. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  committee  at  the  banking  house  on  the 
7th  of  May,  a call  was  made  on  the  committee  of  the  board,  in 
pursuance  of  the  following  resolution; 

Mmj  7,  1834. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  government  directors  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  to  congress,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  this  day  call  for  the  production,  for  inspection,  of 
the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  and  the  expense  books  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

As  preliminary  to  a reply  to  this  demand,  the  following  paper 
was  read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  board: 

May  7,  1834. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  appointing  the  committee  of 
investigation,  that  two  distinct  inquiries  were  contemplated, 
one  of  them  directed  to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  had  been 
violated,  and  limited  to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the 
other  so  very  general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  in- 
quiry; and  whereas  it  appears,  from  calls  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  that  they  have  proposed  a very  wide  range, 
embracing,  among  other  things,  an  extensive  examination  of 
the  acts,  transactions,  accounts  and  letters  of  individuals,  and 
thus  instituting  a kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more  ob- 
jectionable, because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to 
criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the  bank,  and  if  it  have 
not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  object,  and  would 
be  an  injurious  invasion  of  private  interests;  and  whereas,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee,  by  all 
lawful  means,  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  en- 
trusted to  their  keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing  by  consent  which 
cannot  be  legally  demanded  from  them;  and  whereas,  after  care- 
ful and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
quiry can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged  violations  of 
the  charter,  and  this  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  according  to 
some  certain  principles  and  rules:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  investigation  be  respectfully 
required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  papers,  to  state  specifi- 
cally, in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be 
inspected,  and,  if  it  be  to  establish  a violation  of  the  char- 
ter, then  to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged 
or  supposed  violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  al 
leged,  or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it  would 
very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the  committee  of  investigation 
would  furnish  a specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

The  undersigned  opposed  the  call  above  recited,  made  on  the 
7th  May,  for  the  production  of  hooks.  They  feel  themselves, 
therefore,  called  upon  to  explain  briefly  the  considerations 
which  influenced  them.  The  undersigned  have  already  stated 
that  they  conceived  the  committee,  of  which  they  have  the 
honor  to  be  members,  to  be  clothed  with  a twofold  power,  and 
to  be  competent,  or  rather  required,  by  the  order  of  the  house, 
to  act  in  a twofold  capacity.  They  were  a committee  of  visita- 
tion, appointed  under  the  2.3d  section  of  the  charter.  As  such, 
they  were  authorised  to  visit  the  bank,  to  inspect  the  books, 
and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  and  report 
whether  the  charter  had  been  violated.  They  were,  also,  a 


committee  of  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  present  commercial 
embarrassment  and  pecuniary  distress,  and  into  the  corruptions, 
abuses  and  malpractices  of  the  bank.  In  the  former  capacity, 
they  had  a right  to  inspect  the  books  of  the  bank.  They  had 
this  right  by  the  charter,  and  would  not  have  had  it  without 
the  charter.  In  the  latter  capacity,  they  had  no  right  to  inspect 
the  books,  unless  voluntarily  submitted  by  the  bank,  because 
the  charter  does  not  give  them  that  right  for  such  purposes. 
The  bank  is  obliged.  By  the  charter,  to  submit  its  books  to  the 
inspection  of  a comtnittee  of  visitation,  authorised  to  report  if 
the  charter  has  been  violated;  and  it  is  not  bound  to  submit 
them  to  a committee  of  general  inquest  authorised  to  report  on 
malpractices  and  corruptions.  The  right  ofingpection  possess- 
ed by  the  committee,  as  a committee  of  visitation,  cannot  be 
used  by  it  in  its  other  capacity  ol  a committee  of  general  inquest 
and  accusation,  as  an  instrument  of  search  after  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  in  general. 

But  the  directors  of  the  bank  had  been  apprised,  at  the  out- 
set, by  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  4th 
of  April,  that  the  committee  was  of  a twofold  character,  as 
slated.  That  resolution  distinctly  enumerates,  as  objects  of  in- 
quiry, not  only  violations  of  the  charter,  for  which  the  books 
might  be  inspected,  but  various  acts  of  mismanagement  and 
corruption,  for  which  they  might  not  be  inspected,  unless  volun- 
tarily offered  for  that  purpose.  The  committee  of  investigation 
had  addressed  various  calls,  by  way  of  resolution,  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  directors,  touching  matters  concerning  which  the 
charter  does  not  require  the  bank  to  submit  its  books  for  inspec- 
tion. The  call  of  the  7lh  of  May,  on  the  last  visit  to  the  bank- 
ing house,  is  for  certain  of  the  books  of  the  bank,  to  enable  the 
committee  “to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by 
the  government  directors  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
and  to  congress.”  That  statement  embraces  matters  which 
neither  are,  nor  are  alleged  to  be,  violations  of  the  charter;  and, 
consequently,  in  reference  to  which  the  directors  are  not  re- 
quired to  submit  their  books  for  inspection. 

Had  it  pleased  the  house  of  representatives  to  create  two  com- 
mittees, one  of  visitation,  under  the  twenty-third  section  of  the 
charter,  and  one  of  general  inquiry,  under  the  power  of  the 
house  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  these  two  committees 
would  not  have  been  authorised  to  amalgamate  nor  interchange 
each  other’s  functions.  The  committee  of  charter  visitation 
would  not  have  been  authorised  to  engage  in  a general  inquisi- 
tion, nor  would  the  committee  of  inquiry  have  been  authorised 
to  demand  the  books  for  inspection. 

But  to  what  avail  b.as  the  charter  limited  the  objects  for  which 
the  books  may  be  inspected,  and  protected  the  corporation,  and 
those  who  transact  business  with  it,  from  the  annoyance  and 
mischiefs  of  a general  search,  if  a committee  of  visitation  may 
be  clothed  with  the  functions  of  a committee  of  general  inqui- 
ry; and,  having  got  the  books  into  their  hands  for  one  purpose 
authorised  by  the  law,  may  use  them  for  another  purpose  not 
authorised  by  law?  It  is  plain  that  if  this  could  be  done,  the 
limitation  of  the  right  of  inspection  would  be  illusory  and  worth- 
less. In  order  to  render  the  limitation  efficient,  the  committee 
of  the  directors  required  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  spe- 
cify the  objects  for  which  they  demanded  the  books.  For  some 
objects  the  demand  of  the  books  was  according  to  law;  for 
other  objects,  not  being  bound  by  law  to  yield  them,  the  direc- 
tors were  at  liberty  to  withhold  them,  or  to  submit  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  discretion.  They,  therefore,  needed  a specifi- 
cation, to  enable  them  to  discharge  their  duty  under  the  char- 
ter, as  well  as  to  protect  them  in  their  rights;  to  enable  them  to 
distinguish,  in  the  requisitions  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, how  much  was  authoritative,  under  the  statute  command- 
ing obedience;  and  how  much,  not  being  authoritative,  they 
were  at  liberty  to  concede  or  to  withhold. 

There  was  the  more  reason  in  insisting  on  this  right  to  make 
the  limitation  on  the  inspection  of  their  hooks  available,  be- 
cause, as  has  her  etofore  been  observed,  the  inspection  itself  is 
in  derogation  of  the  natural  rights  of  the  citizen,  who  ought  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  to  be  obliged  to  criminate  himself.  It 
pleased  the  legislature,  regarding  the  corporation  as  their  own 
legal  creation,  to  require  them,  when  accused  of  violating  the 
fundamental  laws  of  their  existence — the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter— to  submit  their  books  to  a committee  authorised  to  report 
on  that  fact  alone.  But  to  transfer  this  limited  right  of  inspec- 
tion to  other  committees  for  general  powers  of  inquisition,  and 
for  a general  purpose  of  enforcing  self-crimination,  is  illegal  and 
inequitable.  To  do  this  by  indirection;  to  clothe  a committee 
of  inquiry  with  the  powers  of  a committee  of  visitation,  and 
thus  to  acquire  a right  to  open  the  books  for  one  object,  and 
then  to  inspect  them  for  another,  would  be  to  attempt  to  accom- 
plish an  end  in  itself  unauthorised,  by  means  peculiarly  unwar- 
rantable. 

For  these  considerations  the  undersigned  regarded  the  direc- 
tors as  justified  in  requiring  of  the  committee  of  the  house  a 
specification  of  the  objects  of  their  inquiry.  The  ground  taken 
by  the  committee  of  the  board  is,  as  the  house  perceives,  a 
ground  of  legal  right,  assumed  by  the  directors,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  This  is  the  third  occasion  on  which 
the  bank  has  been  visited  by  committees  of  the  house.  In  the 
year  1818,  a committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the  affairs  of 
the  bank,  then  in  disorder.  The  committee  thus  appointed 
was,  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  directed  to  report  whether 
the  charter  had  been  violated,  and  the  resolution  consisted 
mainly  of  a specification  of  alleged  violations.  In  ejcecuting 
their  trust,  however,  the  committee  extended  their  inquiries  to 
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Uie  general  management  of  the  bank,  and  examined  its  presi- 
dent, other  officers,  and  directors,  on  oath.  To  this  course  of 
inquiry,  the  bank  deemed  it  for  its  interest  to  submit.  The  un- 
dersigned are  not  aware  that  any  resistance  was  made  to  the 
demands  of  the  committee.  On  the  contrary,  their  report  closes 
with  the  observation,  that  “it  is  due  to  the  officers  ot  the  bank 
at  Philadelphia  to  state  that  every  facility  in  their  power  was 
rendered  in  explaining  tlie  books  and  assisting  the  researches  ol 
the  committee.”  In  one  instance,  in  which  an  individual,  a 
director  of  one  of  the  offices,  charged  with  malpractices,  refuses 
to  testify,  the  committee  observe,  that  they  did  not  insist  on  his 
answeiing,  and  that  they  examined  him  chiefly  to  enable  liim, 
if  he  pleased,  to  exculpate  liimself.  This  committee  did  not 
conflne  their  examinations  to  the  officers  of  the  bank.  They  ex- 
amined the  teller  of  the  bank  of  North  America,  and  perhaps 
other  persons.  This  circumstance,  and  the  others  mentioned, 
sufficiently  show  that  no  question  as  to  the  extent  of  the  powers 
of  the  committee  was  raised  during  the  visitation;  that  tlie  wit 
nesses  appeared  voluntarily;  that  the  bank  deemed  it  for  its  in- 
terest to  submit  to  the  examination  of  the  committee,  in  any 
form  in  which  the  committee  thought  proper  to  conduct  it;  and 
that  consequently  the  whole  investigation  assumed  the  forni  of 
a parliamentary  inquiry,  conducted  by  the  assent  of  the  parlies, 
and  without  any  appeal  to  their  rights. 

The  examination  of  1832  assumed  substantially  the  same 
character.  The  resolution,  under  which  the  committee  was 
raised,  consisted,  as  originally  moved,  of  a large  detail  of  al- 
leged abuses,  several  of  which  imported  no  violation  of  the 
charter.  The  house  adopted  an  amendment  proposed  to  this 
resolution  by  a member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ^dams),  in 
the  following  terms:  ^‘Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank,  and  report  thereon,  and  to  report  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not.”  This  phrase- 
ology appears  to  have  been  derived  from  the  commencing  words 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  1818,  which  is  in  the  same 
terms,  and  not  from  the  resolution  by  which  that  committee  was 
created,  and  which  provides  that  a select  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, “to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of 
the  bank,  and  report  whether  the  provisions  of  its  charter  have 
been  violated  or  not,  and  particularly  to  report”  as  to  several 
mattters,  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  which  were  alleged  violations  of 
the  charter.  The  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Mams),  and  adopted  by  the  house,  was  offered 
on  the  ground  that  “the  original  resolution  presented  objects  of 
inquiry  not  authorised  by  the  charter  of  the  bank,  nor  within 
the  legitimate  power  of  the  house.”  But  as  it  directed  the  com- 
mittee to  report  generally  on  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,  as 
well  as  on  violations  of  the  charter,  it  was  considered  by  its 
mover,  and  by  many  of  those  who  supported  the  amendment,  as 
authorising  an  inquiry  extending  beyond  violations  of  the  char- 
ter. The  right  to  constitute  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  was  put 
upon  the  ground  that  the  bank  was  applying  for  a recharter,  and 
could  not  reasonably  decline  it.  At  that  time,  as  in  1818,  neither 
house  of  congress  had  assumed  a hostile  position  to  the  bank. 
Its  directors,  as  the  event  proved,  felt  that  they  could  rely  upon 
the  national  legislature  to  do  them  justice  against  any  efforts 
which  might  be  made  to  impeach  their  character  or  arraign  their 
conduct.  Applicants  for  a recharter,  they  felt  that  they  could 
not  with  propriety  object  to  any  latitude  of  inquiry  which  might 
be  demanded  by  a house  of  congress  willing  to  grant  a rechar- 
ter, provided  the  result  of  the  e.xamination  should  be  satisfacto- 
ry. Accordingly,  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  understood 
to  extend,  not  merely  to  alleged  violations  of  the  charter,  but  to 
all  alleged  cases  of  official  misconduct;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
committee  in  Philadelphia,  the  directors  of  the  hank,  instead  of 
placing  themselves  upon  their  rights,  ordered  the  president  of 
the  institution  to  submit  all  its  books  and  papers  to  the  uncon- 
ditional inspection  of  the  committee,  and  to  yield  himself  to  an 
unreserved  examination.  The  inquiry  was  pushed  into  every 
matter  of  alleged  abuse,  where  it  was  supposed  the  bank  was 
most  vulnerable.  Nothing  was  spared;  nothing  was  held  back. 
Books  and  papers  were  submitted,  and  personal  examinations 
on  oath  endured,  although  avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  flnding 
out,  if  it  existed,  matter  of  inculpation  against  the  directors. 
The  materials  thus  collected  were  spread  before  congress  and 
the  people,  and  a majority  of  both  houses  of  congress  united  in 
the  passage  of  a bill  for  rechartering  the  bank. 

The  president  declined  giving  effect  to  the  will  of  congress, 
and  the  bill  failed  to  become  a law.  The  whole  influence  of  the 
executive  was  exerted  to  the  prejudice  of  the  institution,  and 
the  voice  of  the  administration  press  raised  against  it,  with  a 
concert  and  vehemence  rarely  equalled. 

Doubts  of  the  safety  of  the  public  deposites  were  now  suggest- 
ed, and  these  doubts  received  some  sanction  from  the  message 
of  the  president  at  the  opening  of  the  second  session  of  the  last 
congress.  An  executive  agent  was  appointed  to  investigate 
that  subject,  and  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  a 
majority  was  composed  of  members  friendly  to  the  administra- 
tion, engaged  in  the  same  inquiry.  The  agent  and  the  commit 
lee  reported  in  favor  of  the  solvency  of  the  bank,  and  the  house 
of  representatives,  by  a majority  unexampled  on  such  a ques- 
tion, resolved  that  the  public  deposites  could  be  safely  continu- 
ed in  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding  this  vote,  the  president  took  immediate 
measures  to  transfer  the  deposites  to  the  state  banks.  The  cha- 
racter of  these  measures  is  known  to  the  house.  The  under- 
signed think  themselves  safe  in  saying  that  it  was  such  as  to 


cause  the  directors  of  the  bank  the  greatest  possible  inconvenV- 
ence  and  anxiety.  They  were  regarded  as  men  guilty  of  the 
most  criminal  malpractices,  and  justly  obnoxious  to  the  severest 
treatment  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  executive  to  inflict. 
To  all  that  was  officially  done,  was  superadded  an  unbroken 
strain  of  denunciation  from  the  goveniHient  press,  and  threats 
of  a purpose  to  break  those  branches  of  the  bank  which  were 
supposed  to  be  feeble.  At  length,  without  previous  autheulic 
notice,  the  deposites  were  removed,  a short  lime  before  the  as- 
sembling of  congress.  A majority  of  members  had  been  elected 
to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  part  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  this  measure,  who  appeared  disposed  to  sustain  the  president 
in  the  policy  he  had  adopted.  By  this  majority,  resolutions  were 
passed  expressive  of  their  opinion  that  the  bank  ought  not  to  be 
recliartered,  and  that  the  deposites  ought  not  to  be  restored. 
These  resolutions  were  adopted  after  a protracted  debate  on  the 
general  merits  of  the  controversy,  in  which,  on  the  part  of  those 
who  sustained  the  president,  the  most  unwarrantable  designs 
and  the  most  corrupt  practices  were  freely  ascribed  to  those  en- 
trusted with  the  direction  of  the  bank. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  commission  of  in- 
quiry into  the  affairs  of  the  bank  was  instituted.  As  far  as  that 
inquiry  was  of  a character  in  which  the  bank  was,  by  the  char- 
ter, bound  to  co-operate,  by  submitting  its  books  for  inspection, 
the  directors  have  fully  recognised  their  obligation  to  do  so;  but 
the  undersigned  confess  they  perceive  nothing  in  the  circum- 
stances that  preceded  the  inquiry  which  could  furnish  an  in- 
ducement to  the  bank  to  go  further  than  the  law  requires  of 
them.  By  the  executive  government,  and  the  majority  of  the 
house  of  congress,  their  c.ase  had  been  adjudged.  The  laws 
which  the  wisdom  of  two  former  congresses  enacted  for  erect- 
ing United  States’  banks,  and  of  which  every  department  of  the 
government,  under  every  administration  but  the  present,  has  re- 
cognised the  validity,  have  been  declared  unconstitutional. 
The  present  inquiry  was  not  needed  to  ascertain  if  the  deposited 
should  be  removed;  they  were  removed  many  months  before. 
It  was  not  needed  to  ascertain  whether  they  could  safely  be  re- 
stored; the  house  that  institutes  it  has  resolved  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  restored.  The  secretary  of  the  treasury  is  left,  without 
the  instructions  of  the  house,  to  deposite  the  public  funds  in  any 
other  bank  he  may  please  to  select,  but  the  house  of  representa- 
tives has  resolved  that  they  ought  not  to  be  deposited  in  the 
bank  of  the  United  States.  Although  the  last  congress,  by  ma- 
jorities of  both  houses,  decided  that  the  bank  ought  to  be  re- 
chartered, and  the  next  congress  may  be  of  the  same  opinion, 
the  present  house  of  representatives  has  resolved  to  the  contra- 
ry, and,  therefore,  the  inquiry  was  not  needed  to  guide  its  judg- 
ment in  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  Various  misdemeanors  are 
imputed  to  those  who  direct  the  bank;  but  supposing  their  de- 
tection the  object  of  the  investigation,  every  principle  of  justice 
forbids  a mode  of  inquiry,  beginning  and  proceeding  in  self- 
crimination. The  only  other  legitimate  object  which  the  under- 
signed can  think  of,  is  that  of  collecting  information  to  guide  the 
judgment  of  the  house  in  the  question  of  a new  bank,  to  be  es- 
tablished on  the  ruins  of  the  present  institution.  The  directors 
of  the  bank,  in  the  opinion  of  the  subscribers,  may  be  safely  ex- 
pected, on  all  occasions,  to  do  the  duty  of  public  spirited  men  to 
their  country:  but  no  principle  of  public  duly  fairly  calls  upon 
them  to  go  further  than  the  law  requires  them,  in  making  them- 
selves the  subjects  of  a criminatory  inquisition,  with  a view  to 
build  up  an  institution  to  discharge  that  public  trust  to  which 
they  have  been  declared  unfaithful,  by  those  instituting  the  in- 
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It  is  also  to  be  recollected  that  two  years  had  scarcely  elapsed 
since  the  former  inquiry,  on  which  the  directors  of  the  bank 
had  not  attempted  to  impose  any  limitations;  and  that  ill' 
quiry  had  resulted  so  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  two 
houses,  that  they  passed  a bill  for  renewing  the  charter  of  the 
bank.  It  requires  no  words  to  show  that  such  an  examinatioo 
must  be  highly  inconvenient  to  the  ofticer.s  of  the  bank,  and  ir>- 
commode  them  in  the  orderly  discharge  of  their  duties.  Still 
graver  inconvenience  may  be  expected  to  result  from  the  effect 
on  the  public  mind,  in  reference  to  the  bank,  which  may  be 
produced  by  the  recurrence  of  such  visitations.  In  the  pro- 
gress of  the  controversy  waged  with  the  bank,  a few  new  mat- 
ters of  detail  may  perhaps  have  been  alleged  against  it  since  the 
report  of  the  former  committee,  but  many  of  the  matters  of  ge- 
neral inculpation  now  brought  forward  are  those  sifted  "to  the 
bottom  by  that  committee,  and  none  of  them  possess  a novelty 
and  importance,  furnishing,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned, 
an  equitable  ground  for  a new  investigation.  Is  there  to  be  no 
end  to  visitations.^’  The  house  has  the  undoubted  right  to  insti- 
tute them  as  often  as  it  pleases— every  year,  and  every  month; 
but  if  they  are  multiplied  unreasonably,  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  as  it  seems  to  the  undersigned,  are  not  to  be  blamed  if  at 
length  they  put  themselves  upon  their  rights,  decline  to  become 
voluntary  parties  to  these  investigations,  and  submit  to  them 
only  as  far  as  the  charter  requires. 

These  considerations  led  the  undersigned  to  the  opinion  that 
the  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  bank  were  justifled  in  the 
course  adopted  by  them  on  this  occasion.  If,  on  a question  of 
law  so  grave  and  delicate,  the  committee  of  the  directors  should 
have  come  to  an  erroneous  conclusion,  (which  the  undersigned, 
however,  do  not  admit  to  be  the  case),  it  would  seem  an  undue 
severity  to  consider  and  to  treat  such  error  in  judgmeut  as  a 
contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  house. 

6.  This  reflection  leads  the  undersigned  to  a few  obeervationa 
on  the  various  calls  for  copies  or  portions  of  the  books,  state- 
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tneiite,  documents,  abstracts  and  other  papers,  which,  at  differ- 
ent limes,  were  made  on  the  bank  by  resolutions  of  the  com- 
Imllee,  These  resolutions  were  numerous,  and  covered  a wide 
range  of  inquiry  of  the  most  miscellaneous  character.  A por- 
tion of  them  are  believed  to  call  for  documents,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  already  communicated  to  congress,  and  published;  ano- 
ther portion  relating  to  matters  which  could  not  be  stated  with- 
out great  labor  of  compilation,  and  a resort  to  sources  of  know- 
ledge not  necessarily  nor  officially  in  the  possession  of  the  bank. 
Some  of  the  calls  referred  to  matters  with  respect  to  which  no 
desire  of concealmetil  could,  on  any  hypothesis,  be  imputed  to 
the  bank;  others  related  to  concerns  (as  the  undersigned  will 
presently  show)  involving  the  highest  confidence  of  individuals, 
and  not  to  be  divulged,  except  under  legal  compulsion,  without 
the  grossest  breach  of  faith. 

The  answer  of  the  committee  of  the  directors  to  these  requi- 
sitions was  in  the  following  terms: 

Resolved,  That  the  board  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  of  the  29lh  ult.  and  1st  instant,  and  do  not 
think  they  are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a part 
of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the 
surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a secret  and  ea;  parte  ex- 
amination, which  they  have  already  refused  to  consent  to;  and 
as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters  over  which  the  board 
have  no  control;  and  if  they  could  overcome  these  objections, 
and  had  the  power  over  all  the  papers,  still  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  comply  within  any  reasonable  time,  having 
ascertained,  by  a careful  examination,  that  the  copies  and  state- 
ments called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  alone, 
would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least 
ten  months,  to  make  them  out,  and  that  the  remaining  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  concern  matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  board,  would  require  great  additional  time,  which  they  are 
not  able  exactly  to  compute,  without  causing,  what  they  fear 
vyould  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion; and  they  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  no  more  com- 
port with  the  views  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  wail 
till  so  distant  a period,  than  it  would  with  the  rights  of  the  bank, 
to  have  such  a burden  imposed  upon  it. 

If  the  application  of  the  committee  of  the  house  be  regarded, 
according  to  its  terms,  as  a mere  request,  it  was  of  course  com- 
petent to  the  directors  respectfully  to  decline  a compliance  with 
it.  It  can  be  no  contempt  of  the  house,  nor  even  matter  of  com- 
plaint or  ground  of  prejudice,  that  any  request,  which  is  merely 
such,  is  respectfully  declined  by  the  party  to  which  it  is  ad- 
dressed. But  the  committee  of  the  directors  appear  to  have  re- 
garded it  as  a matter  of  duly,  not  to  return  a naked  refusal  to 
the  requisition  of  the  committee  of  investigation.  The  reasons 
of  this  refusal  are  stated,  and  they  appear  to  the  undersigned  to 
be  valid.  Reference  to  the  resolutions  in  the  appendix  will  en- 
able the  house  to  judge  of  this  matter.  Tlie  reasons,  as  has 
been  seen,  are,  that  to  comply  with  a part  of  these  resolnlions 
would  be,  in  effect,  to  copy  or  abstract  an  essential  part  of  some 
of  the  books  of  the  bank,  in  order  to  their  being  made  the  sub- 
jects of  a private  and  ex  parte  examination;  a measure  so  much 
the  more  objectionable,  as  it  would  add  the  inconvenience  of 
preparing  the  copy  to  all  the  other  evils  incident  to  such  inspec- 
tion. Another  portion  of  the  calls  related  to  matters  of  fact,  in 
no  w.ay  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  not  to  be  as- 
certained but  from  sources  of  information  no  more  accessible 
lo  the  directors  than  to  any  other  individual.  These  objections 
were,  of  themselves,  particularly  the  first,  decisive.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  it  appeared,  from  a careful  examination,  instituted 
for  that  purpose,  that  the  answers  to  the  first  series  of  calls 
could  not  lie  prepared  wihout  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two 
clerks  for  at  least  ten  months. 

The  undersigned  are  unwilling  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
house  by  a particular  examination  of  each  of  the  resolutions, 
but  they  feel  themselves  required  to  express  their  opinion  of  a 
portion  of  them.  They  will  refer  first  to  those  which  call  for 
information  touching  the  transactions  of  members  of  congress 
with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  correspondence  of 
members  of  congress  with  officers  of  the  bank. 

One  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  tlie  following  terms: 
“Rcsoloed,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  president  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offi- 
cers and  members  of  congress,  or  of  unanswered  letters  received 
from  any  one  of  them  since  the  first  day  of  July,  18.32,  touching 
the  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  bank,  tlie  removal  or  restora- 
tion of  the  public  deposiies,  or  touching  the  business  transac- 
tions of  such  members  with  said  bank.” 

Another  of  the  resolutions  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  terms: 
“JUcsolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a detailed  statement 
of  all  loans  made  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  individuals, 
who  then  were,  who  have  been  since,  and  who  now  are,  mem- 
bers of  congress,  stating  the  amount  of  each  loan,  when  the 
same  was  made,  for  what  term  the  security  was  given,  and  the 
time  when  such  security  was  received:  and  also  the  security 
which  the  bank  now  holds,  and  the  amount  now  owing  by  any 
and  each  of  such  borrowers,  or  other  person  for  the  benefit  of 
such  borrowers,  at  the  bank,  or  either  of  the  branches:  and 
stating,  also,  the  particulars  of  any  such  loans,  which  have  been 
protested,  or  which  are  now  under  prote.-t,  and  the  names  of 
the  parties  to  any  such  debts;  also  the  names,  if  any,  of  any 


such  persons,  whose  notes  have  been  renewed  after  the  same 
had  become  due  and  not  protested  or  renewed,  with  the  names 
of  individuals,  parties  to  said  renewals,  who-e  notes  were  und«  r 
protest  at  the  time  such  renewals  were  made;  and,  also,  whe- 
ther such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by  the  directors  or 
otherwise,  and  by  what  authority.” 

The  undersigned  suppose  it  impossible  to  mistake  the  general 
purport  of  calls  like  these.  From  their  minuteness  of -pccifica- 
lion,  they  may  be  supposed  to  aim  at  particular  individuals.  Of 
any  such  reference  the  undersigned  are  w ithout  accurate  know- 
ledge; and  nothing  is  further  from  their  design  than  to  impute 
to  their  respected  colleagues  the  pursuit  of  any  unparliamenta- 
ry or  improper  object.  They  cheerfully  concede  to  them  what 
they  claim  for  themselves,  to  have  acted  with  a single  eye  to 
public  duly,  in  tlieir  apprehension  of  it.  But  the  undersigned 
are  free  lo  confess,  that  they  regard  the  undeniable  purport  of 
resolutions  like  those  repealed,  as  highly  objectionable.  They 
seem  to  them  to  convey  a general  insinuation  out  of  place, 
above  the  region  of  the  partisan  press.  The  charge  suggested 
is  that  of  bribery  and  corruption,  so  common  as  to  authorise  a 
general  search.  This  is  a crime,  unquestionably,  which  m.ay, 
if  sufficient  grounds  exist,  be  rightfully  charged  on  any  director 
of  the  bank,  or  member  of  congress;  but  which  the  undersigned 
regard  as  far  too  serious  lo  be  thus  charged  without  such  strong 
grounds  of  presumption.  It  is  true  that  it  might  seem  gratui- 
tous, in  the  undersigned,  lo  be  over  forward  in  repelling  such  a 
charge.  In  the  existing  division  of  parties,  they  and  their  politi- 
cal friends  are  not  found  on  that  side  of  the  house  which  it  was 
necessary  for  the  bank  to  buy  or  bribe.  The  honorable  and 
high-minded  men  who  compose  the  majority  in  the  house, 
politically  attached  to  the  administration,  and  opposed  lo  the 
bank,  do  not  need  the  aid  of  the  undersigned  lo  show  the  in- 
justice of  a general  imputation  upon  their  characters.  But 
something  unquestionably  is  due  to  the  general  reputation  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress.  If  individuals  are,  on  clear  grounds, 
suspected  of  being  thus  corrupted;  if  the  bank,  on  reasonable 
grounds,  is  suspected  of  this  highest  breat  h of  privilege,  let  the 
individuals  criminated  be  named;  the  charge  be  slated  in  fornif 
the  culprit  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house;  and  the  guilty  pun- 
ished. But  let  not  the  whole  body  of  both  houses  be  involved 
in  one  indiscriminate  and  odious,  because  vague  and  anony- 
mous delation. 

As  for  the  call  for  the  correspondence  of  all  members  of  con- 
gress with  the  bank  for  the  last  two  years,  and  particularly  for 
copies  of  all  unanswered  letters,  the  undersigned  could  not  but 
regard  it  with  painful  feelings.  Public  life,  already  sufficiently 
discredited  by  the  fierceness  of  party  warfare,  will  cease  to  be 
a pursuit  for  those  who  have  not  lost  all  taste  for  the  social 
charities,  if  the  sanctuary  of  private  intercourse  and  private  cor- 
respondence is  to  be  invaded  at  pleasure,  and  every  letter,  an- 
swered or  unanswered,  which  may  have  been  written  by  an  in- 
dividual who  has  the  misfortune  to  be  a member  of  congress, 
(for  a great  misfortune  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be), 
is  subject  to  be  brought  up  by  the  drag-net  of  a general  search. 
It  was  declared  by  Mr.  Dunning,  in  the  famous  case  of  Money 
and  others  against  Leach,  that  “to  ransack  private  studies,  ii» 
order  to  search  forevidence,  and  even  without  a previous  charge 
on  oath,  is  contrary  to  natural  justice,  as  well  as  to  the  liberty 
of  the  subject.  To  search  a man's  private  papers,  ad  libitum, 
and  even  without  accusation,  is  an  infringement  of  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind.”  (3  Bur.  1762).  It  was  not  the  least  detes- 
table of  the  cruel  violations  of  justice  and  law  which  brought 
Sidney  to  the  block,  that  he  perished  in  consequence  of  the  dis- 
covery of  a manuscript  political  treatise,  brought  lo  light  by  a 
general  search  among  the  papers  in  his  cabinet. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  more  right  in  a committee  of 
this  house  to  call  for  the  letters  which  may  have  been  wrilleu 
by  a member  of  congress  to  an  officer  of  the  bank,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a renewal  of  the  charter,  than  to  call  for  his  letters  to- 
any  other  person  on  any  other  subject.  Undoubtedly  it  is  con- 
ceivable that  such  a letter  might  become  legal  evidence,  in  a' 
process  of  attachment,  for  breach  of  privilege,  and  in  that  case 
might  be  called  for  and  used.  So  might  any  letter  in  ahy  cri- 
minal cause.  It  is  conceivable  that  a man’s  letter  to  his  wife 
or  child  might  become  legal  evidence  in  a capital  trial;  and  iir 
that  case,  if  it  were  in  the  possession  of  a third  person,  the' 
court  would  compel  its  production.  But  the  undersigned  are' 
of  opinion  that  a general  warrant  to  compel  the  production  of 
all  the  letters  which  may  have  been  written  by  a class  of  indi- 
viduals for  two  years,  in  order  to  a search  of  the  same,  vvith  a 
view  lo  the  instills  lion  of  a criminal  prosecution  against  the 
writers,  or  receivers,  is  now  for  the  first  time  attempted  to  be 
made,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  of  a parlian>entary  body. 

It  is  one  of  the  infirmities  of  our  nature,  that,  in  the  ardent 
pursuit  of  ends,  which,  as  individuals  or  members  of  a party, 
we  think  justifiable,  we  sometinres  go  far  beyond  the  line  uf 
justice,  as  we  should  understand  it  in  our  own  case.  To  those 
who,  in  the  ardor  of  a protracted  controversy,  have  become 
wrought  up  to  the  belief  that  the  bank  and  all  its  offices  are  one 
great  engine  of  corruption,  and  those  who  have  defended  its 
chartered  rights  and  maintained  iis  u.«efiilness,  in  and  out  of 
congress,  a band  of  mercenary  stipendiaries,  it  nrav  seem  a 
very  just  and  proper  demand  that  the  confidence  of  their  pri- 
vate intercourse  should  bo  violated,  their  business  transactions 
stigmatized  with  corruption  before  the  world,  and  their  private 
correspondence  spread  on  the  journals  of  a committee  of  the 
house,  and,  at  their  discretion,  sent  to  the  newspapers.  But  if, 
pausing  a moment  in  the  career  of  party,  they  will  make  the 
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case  Iheir  own;  suppose  themselves  at  the  mercy  of  those  now 
in  the  iniuoriiy,  wielding  against  them  the  entire  authority  of 
Ihe  house,  sending  its  committees  to  unlock  their  closets,  and 
requiring  the  production  of  every  lelter  they  may  have  written 
on  public  affairs  for  years,  they  will  probably  form  a new  con- 
ception of  the  light  in  which  the  calls  now  under  consideration 
are  regarded  by  those  against  whom  they  were  aimed,  if  any 
such  there  be. 

The  undersigned  would  make  a reflection  somewhat  similar, 
in  reference  to  the  call  lor  the  amount  of  fees  paid  to  counsel 
for  legal  advice  given  to  the  bank,  and  the  accommodations  re- 
ceived at  the  bank  by  editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers  and 
periodical  works.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  there  is  an  impu- 
tation of  corruption  in  calls  like  these;  fur  it  cannot  be  pretend- 
ed that,  merely  as  a pan  of  the  business  transactions  of  the 
bank,  the  sums  which  would  fall  under  these  heads,  in  any  es- 
timate, however  e.xtravagant,  of  their  amount,  could  be  of  any 
interest  to  congress.  Why,  then,  are  they  singled  out.^  There 
is,  of  course,  in  collecting  the  vast  amount  of  debt  constantly 
fulling  due  to  the  bank,  and  in  carrying  on  its  large  concerns, 
continual  need  ol  legal  advice  and  professional  service.  Is  it 
disreputable  to  seek  this  advice  and  service,  and,  having  re- 
ceived ihein,  to  pay  for  them?  Is  the  profession  of  the  law 
fairly  obnoxious  to  the  stigma,  which  the  resolution  implies,  on 
those  of  its  members  who  transact  the  business  of  the  bank? 
Are  mere  partisan  insinuations,  fabricated  with  all  the  levity 
and  cruelly  of  an  unscrupulous  press,  siiflicient  ground  for  the 
virtual  denunciation  and  proscription  of  a whole  profession? 
The  undersigned  forbear  to  insist  on  the  protection  which  the 
law  gives  to  the  intercourse  of  law’yer  and  client,  and  which, 
they  believe,  would  protect  the  bank  from  this  search  into  the 
relations  which  exist  between  it  and  counsel  employed  in 
transacting  its  business. 

Nor  do  the  undersigned  think  the  profession  of  editors  and 
publishers,  of  right,  more  obnoxious  to  the  imputation  of  cor- 
ruption, on  the  ground  of  business  transactions  with  the  bank. 
The  nature  of  their  business  requires  bank  accommodation  as 
(iiucli  as  any  other.  The  undersigned  do  not  perceive  that  they 
are  more  likely  than  any  other  class  of  citizens  to  be  corruptly 
influenced  by  the  accommodations  they  receive.  If  they  were, 
it  is  doubtful,  as  matter  of  fact,  whether,  with  an  exclusive  eye 
to  the  accommodations  afforded  by  all  the  banks  in  the  coun- 
try, and  to  the  influences  under  which  they  are  dispensed,  it 
would  be  a better  calculation  at  the  present  day,  to  defend  or 
to  attack  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  One  thing  is  certain, 
that  the  editor  who  defends  the  bank  of  the  United  States  may 
be  considered  free  from  the  suspicion  of  having  an  eye  to  politi- 
cal patronage,  a source  of  corruption,  when  abused,  as  power- 
ful, to  say  the  least,  as  the  favor  of  a mere  moneyed  institution. 

7.  But  the  undersigned  hasten  to  express  their  views  on  the 
last  step  which  was  taken  by  the  committee  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty;  in  many  respects,  the  most  important  of 
all.  On  the  9th  day  of  May,  a copy  of  a process,  somewhat  of 
the  character  of  a suhjuzna  duces  tecum,  and  which  may  be  seen 
in  the  appendix.  No.  47,  addressed  to  B.  S.  Bonsall,  marshal  of 
the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  was  served  upon  Nicholas 
Biddle,  president,  Emanuel  [Manuel]  Eyre,  Matthew  Newkirk, 
John  Sergeant,  Charles  Chaiincey,  John  S.  Henry,  John  11. 
Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James 
C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes  and  William  Platt, 
directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  commanding  the 
said  Bonsall  to  summon  them  to  be  and  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  ap- 
pointed on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1834,  in  their  chamber  in  the 
North  American  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  bring 
with  them  the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  on  the  lOih  day  of 
May  instant,  at  the  hour  of  12  M.  then  and  there  to  testify 
touching  the  matters  enumerated  in  the  said  resolution,  and  to 
subnlit  said  books  to  said  committee  for  inspection. 

The  undersigned  entertained,  and  still  entertain,  great  doubts 
of  the  legality  of  this  process.  The  inquiry  alluded  to  in  the 
process  is,  among  other  things,  into  “the  abuses,  corruptions, 
and  malpractices  of  the  bank,”  that  is,  the  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors of  its  officers  and  directors;  and  the  process  just  recit- 
ed is  intended  to  be  a summons  to  a majority  of  the  directors 
and  the  chief  officer  of  the  bank  to  appear  and  testify,  as  indi- 
viduals, to  the  matters  of  that  inquiry;  that  is,  to  their  own 
crimes  and  misdemeanors,  with  a view,  as  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  expressed  it,  of  inquiring  “whether  such  prosecu- 
tion (viz:  a criminal  prosecution)  should  be  institul«d.”  The 
undersigned  have  already  argued  at  length,  and  attempted  to 
show,  that  the  power  reserved  in  the  charter,  of  sending  a com- 
mittee to  inspect  the  books  and  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  and  report  whether  its  charter  had  been  violated,  confer- 
red no  right  of  compelling  the  production  of  the  books  out  of  the 
bank,  and  the  appearance  of  the  directors,  to  submit  to  an  exa- 
inination  on  oath  as  to  their  innocence  or  guilt,  of  the  unspeci- 
fied crimes  and  misdemeanors  laid  to  their  charge.  In  like 
manner  the  undersigned  have  expressed  their  decided  convic- 
tion that  the  general  power  of  inquiry  possessed  by  the  house 
can  have  no  rightful  extension  to  a case  like  this.  It  follows, 
by  necessary  consequence,  that  no  process,  having  for  its  rWi- 
jecl  to  compel  the  directors  to  appear  before  the  committee,  and 
bring  with  them  the  books  of  the  bank  to  be  inspected,  and  to 
testify  touching  the  matters  of  such  an  inquiry,  could  be  legal. 
The  objvct  of  the  process  was  unauthorised  by  law. 

Incident  to  this  fatal  objection  to  the  process,  is  another  not 
less  so.  A subpeena  duces  tecum  is  a process,  not  issuing  to  the 


party  criminated  or  implicated  in  the  trial,  or  interested  in  the 
suit,  but  to  a third  person  to  appear  and  bring  with  him  any  pa- 
per ill  his  possession,  which  may  be  lawfully  used  as  evidence 
111  the  trial  or  suit,  without  prejudice  to  the  person  summoned, 
or  his  title.  The  process  ot  the  committee  was  intended  to  be 
addressed  to  those  whose  abuses,  corruptions  and  iiiulpructiccs 
were  the  subjects  of  inquiry;  and  the  books  they  were  ordered 
to  bring  with  them,  were  to  be  used  in  their  own  crimination. 

The  form  of  the  process,  and  its  mode  of  service,  are  believed' 
by  the  undersigned  to  be  not  less  objectionable  than  its  object,, 
and  equally  latal  to  its  legal  character;  but  on  this  topic  they 
omit  to  dwell. 

Notwithstanding  the  strong  objections  to  its  legality,  the  per- 
'sons  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  individuals  unsurpassed  for 
probity,  intelligence  and  weight  of  character  in  the  community^ 
treating  it  with  the  respect  due  to  the  house  of  representatives, 
obeyed  its  call,  and  appeared  before  the  committee,  at  their 
chamber  in  the  North  Anierical  hotel.  Their  answer  to  the 
siiminons  was  communicated  in  writing,  and  appears  among 
the  documents  as  paper  No.  48.  They  state  therein,  that  they 
do  not  produce  the  books  of  the  bank,  because  they  are  not  in 
the  custody  of  either  of  them,  but  in  that  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors. By  the  board,  it  will  be  recollected,  the  books  had  been 
confided  to  a committee  of  their  number,  to  be  by  them  submit- 
ted to  the  committee  of  investigation.  If  it  were  the  purpose 
of  the  committee  of  the  house  to  address  their  process  to  the 
party  having  the  actual  possession  of  the  books,  it  would  seem 
that  the  committee  of  the  directors  was  that  party  delegated  by 
the  boaid,  and  recognized  throughout  the  transaction  as  their 
agent,  by  the  committee  of  the  house.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
were  intended  to  address  it  to  the  party  to  whom  the  books  ul- 
timately belonged,  it  would  seem  that  it  should  have  gone  to 
the  corporation. 

The  written  answer  of  the  directors  (after  stating  their  igno- 
rance, whether  they  should  be  called  on  to  testify),  expressed  a 
purpose  not  to  testify  to  the  matters  of  the  inquiry,  in  conside- 
ration of  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  and  their  own  relation  to 
it,  as  corporators  and  directors.  But  as  none  of  the  persons 
summoned  were  required  by  the  cominitiee  to  testify,  no  actu- 
al refusal  to  testify  took  place,  and  consequently  no  contempt 
(supposing  an  actual  refusal  would  have  been  such  contempt, 
which  the  undersigned  do  not  admit)  was  committed  by  the  di- 
rectors against  the  authority  of  the  house. 

The  undersigned  are  aware  that,  supposing  the  process  valid 
in  its  object,  substance,  form  and  service,  it  was  matter  of  in- 
diflerence,  as  far  as  the  question  of  right  is  concerned,  what 
book  or  books  the  directors  were  required  by  it  to  produce.  But 
they  cannot  but  express  the  opinion,  that  a demand  for  the  cre- 
dit books  of  the  bank,  showing  the  accounts  of  every  individual 
with  the  institution,  was  the  last  which,  in  a tender  regard  to 
the  rights  and  feelings  of  third  persons,  it  would  have  been  ex- 
pedient  to  make. 

So  sacred  is  the  confidence  of  individuals  dealing  with  the 
bank,  that  the  charter  exempts  the  state  of  their  accounts  from 
the  weekly  inspection  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  is 
authorised  to  make;  and  the  by  laws,  which  have  been  in 
force  from  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  forbid  a director, 
without  special  authority,  to  inspect  the  cash  account  of  in- 
dividuals. To  require  the  directors  to  take  from  the  banking 
house,  convey  through  the  public  streets,  and  open  for  inspec- 
tion in  the  chamber  of  a hotel,  the  book  containing  the  account 
of  every  individual  with  the  bank,  would  seem  to  indicate  the 
purpose  of  putting  to  the  severest  test  the  power  of  the  house, 
the  obedience  of  the  bank,  and  the  patience  of  innocent  third 
parties,  whose  vital  interests  might  be  Jeoparded  in  this  proce- 
dure. 

The  previous  demands  of  the  committee,  having  assumed  the 
form  of  requests,  could  only  be  objected  to  in  their  spirit  and 
tendency.  There  is  nothing  which  a committee  authorised  to 
inquire,  may  not  request,  because  there  is  no  request,  which, 
as  such,  may  not  be  refused.  The  law  knows  nothing  of  re- 
quests; their  refusal  puts  no  one  in  contempt.  But  the  process 
now  under  consideration  assumes  the  form  of  a leg.al  and  com- 
pulsory instrument,  authenticated  by  the  seal  of  the  house,  and 
the  signature  of  the  clerk.  Obedience  to  such  an  instrument, 
(if  it  is  lawfully  issued),  can  be  compelled  against  all  obstacles 
and  opponents,  amTthose  who  maintain  its  legality,  in  list  main- 
tain the  power  of  enforcing  it.  How  shall  it  be  enforced,  in 
case  it  be  disobeyed  and  resisted?  Shall  the  sergeant-at-nriris 
be  sent  to  attach  the  directors?  Shall  they  be  brought  prisoners 
to  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  bar  of  the  house,  attached 
for  refusing  to  produce  and  bring  their  books  to  the  North 
American  hotel,  and  for  avowing  a purpose,  (which  was  not 
put  to  the  test),  not  to  submit  to  an  examination  on  oath, 
touching  their  own  crimes  and  misdemeanors?  A satisfactory 
answer,  consonant  to  reason  and  justice,  and  grounded  on  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  must  be  found  to 
this  question,  by  all  persons  who  maintain  the  validity  of  the 
process  issued  by  tlie  committee.  That  such  a process  is  no 
subpana  duces  tecum,  is  obviou.s,  from  the  fact  that  it  is  address- 
ed to  the  parties  implicated.  It  is  no  process  in  chancery,  re- 
quiring a party  to  produce  his  books  and  papers,  for  its  avowed 
object  is  to  inquire  whether  “a  criminal  prosecution  shall  be 
instituted;”  an  object  for  which  the  chancellor  will  require  no 
man  to  produce  his  p.tpers.  Unlike  any  of  the  processes  known 
to  the  humane  jurisdiction  of  the  present  day,  it  is,  in  their 
most  odious  features,  identical  with  the  general  warrants  of  the 
dark  ages  of  English  liberty,  and  the  writs  of  assistance  which 


494  NILES’  REGISTER— MAT  31,  1834— REPORTS  ON  THE  U.  STATES  BANK, 


first  kindled  the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  American  colonies. 
It  is  a compulsory  process,  to  compel  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States  to  produce  their  books  and  papers,  and  submit 
them  to  general  search  in  proof  of  crimes,  not  charged,  but  sus- 
pected; to  be  enforced  by  attachment,  imprisonment  and  in- 
finite distress;— a search  of  books,  a search  of  papers,  a search 
of  accounts,  a search  of  letters,  and  an  examination  on  oath  of 
the  persons  implicated,  touching  the  matters  whereof  they  are 
suspected.  In  what  does  such  a warrant  differ  from  those  which 
were  issued  under  the  first  Charles  and  the  second  James,  lor 
which,  among  other  things,  Scroggs  was  impeached;  and  which 
the  house  of  commons,  in  1763,  after  full  argument,  solemnly 
resolved  to  be  illegal?  Illegal  for  a court  of  king’s  bench  in  1684, 
illegal  in  the  house  of  commons  in  1763,  the  undersigned  are 
slow  to  believe  that  an  American  house  of  representatives,  in 
1834,  will  be  found  to  assert,  or  an  American  citizen  to  admit, 
their  legality. 

In  conclusion,  the  nadersigned  would  observe,  that  neither 
of  them  gave  his  voice  for  the  resolution  creating  the  com- 
mittee, nor  deemed  the  inquiry,  in  many  of  its  objects,  neces- 
sary or  proper.  They  hope  it  is  not  improper  to  add  the  expres- 
sion of  the  opinion,  that,  had  the  attention  of  the  house  been 
particularly  drawn  in  debate  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  it 
would  have  received  some  modification;  and  that  it  is  owing  to 
its  passage  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  and 
without  any  examination  of  its  details,  that  it  received,  in  its 
present  form,  the  sanction  of  the  house.  Being,  however,  plac- 
ed on  the  committee,  the  undersigned  were  desirous  of  dis- 
charging their  duty  as  members  of  it,  under  the  order  of  the 
house,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  and  according  to  their  un- 
derstanding of  the  rights  of  the  corporation  visited — the  powers 
of  the  house,  and  the  principles  of  justice.  They  were  de- 
sirous of  taking  up  the  various  matters  of  inquiry  enumerated  in 
the  resolution,  viz:  the  causes  of  the  distress,  the  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  charter,  and  the  imputed  corruptions  of  the  bank, 
one  by  one;  of  considering  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
arranged  by  the  house;  of  investigating  each  according  to  its 
nature;  of  inspecting  the  books  and  examining  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank  according  to  the  charter,  that  is,  in  reference  to  all 
objects  which,  by  the  charter,  are  properly  subjects  of  such  in- 
spection and  examination;  or  in  regard  to  which  the  directors 
might  voluntarily  submit  them  for  inspection;  and  of  inquiring 
into  the  other  matters  referred  to  them,  as  far  as,  on  considera- 
tion, they  should  deem  the  committee  competent  to  do  so. 

Of  all  these  objects,  the  undersigned  confess  that  they  re- 
garded that  which  stands  foremost  in  the  resolution  as  vastly 
the 'most  important;  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  present 
distress.  It  was  their  firm  persuasion  that  the  country  demand- 
ed this  inquiry  of  congress.  A number  of  memorials  and  of 
subscribers  to  them,  greater  by  far  than  have  at  any  former 
period  come  before  congress,  invoked  the  aid  of  the  national 
legislature  to  relieve  them  from  a state  of  unexampled  dis- 
tress. An  embarrassment  unusually  extensive  and  severe,  and 
not  yet  essentially  alleviated,  demanded  an  inquiry  into  its 
causes.  It  was  alleged,  on  the  one  hand,  to  be  wantonly  pro- 
duced by  the  bank;  and,  on  the  other,  to  be  the  unavoidable 
consequence  of  the  financial  policy  pursued  by  the  executive. 
The  undersigned  wished  to  make  this  first,  as  it  was  infinitely 
the  most  important  object  of  their  investigations;  to  receive  the 
testimony  of  enlightened  merchants  and  men  of  business,  in  the 
intelligent  community  to  which  they  were  sent,  (who  might  be 
willing  to  appear  before  them),  as  to  the  extent  and  causes  of 
the  distress;  to  raceive  from  the  bank  those  statements  of  its  af- 
fairs, which  they  are  well  persuaded  it  would  most  cheerfully 
bave  afforded,  and  which  would  have  illustrated  its  whole  course 
in  the  difficult  and  trying  position  into  which  it  has  been  thrown; 
and  from  all  other  persons,  on  whom  the  committee  would 
have  had  a right  to  call,  their  testimony  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  measure  of  the  executive  has  been  taken  up  and 
carried  on.  Such  an  examination,  the  undersigned  believe, 
would  have  been  useful  to  congress,  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  powerfully  efficient  in  leading  to  the  removal  of  the  heavy 
burdens  now  lying  on  them.  This  object  first  accomplished,  as  it 
was  the  first  in  the  precept  of  the  house,  the  undersigned  would 
have  proceeded  to  consider  the  violations  of  the  charter;  and  as 
the  resolution  of  the  house  does  not  confine  the  inquiry  to  those 
violations  with  which  the  bank  has  been  charged,  they  would 
have  deemed  themselves  authorised  to  extend  their  researches 
to  those  of  which  the  bank  complains,  particularly  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  for  reasons  not  deemed  satisfactory  by  congress, 
as  now  appears  of  record  on  the  journal  of  one  of  the  houses 
of  congress.  If,  after  these  inquiries  had  been  gone  through, 
it  had  still  appeared,  on  considering  the  other  matters  compre- 
hended in  the  resolution,  that  they  required  or  admitted  further 
investigation,  the  undersigned  would  cheerfully  have  co-operat- 
ed in  the  work,  resorting  to  every  source  of  information,  legally 
available,  as  far  as  the  same  could,  by  the  charter,  be  required 
from  the  bank,  or  legally  received  or  compelled  from  any  other 
quarter.  If,  in  the  progress  of  such  an  investigation,  so  con- 
ducted, disclosures  had  been  made  of  matter  requiring  or  au- 
thorising any  further  procedure  on  the  part  of  the  house,  the 
undersigned  would  not  have  been  behind  the  most  zealous  of 
their  associates,  in  denouncing  it  to  the  house  and  the  country. 

A different  view  of  their  duty  was,  however,  taken  by  their 
colleagues,  resulting  in  a series  of  measures,  from  which  the 
undersigned  unfortunately  found  themselves  obliged  to  dissent. 

But  while  there  was  a form,  in  which  the  undersigned  were 
prepared  to  meet  ever  part  of  the  resolution  under  which  the  I 


committee  was  raised — the  form  most  consonant  to  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  the  country,  (to  which  all  other  matters  of  party 
crimination  are  insignificant  compared  with  the  great  question 
of  the  causes,  the  ju.st  responsibility,  and  the  remedies  of  the 
present  sore  distress)— the  form  unquestionably  in  which  the 
resolution  was  viewed  by  one  considerable  class  of  those  who 
voted  for  it  in  the  house — the  undersigned  freely  admit,  that,  in 
the  range  and  character  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  inquiry  by 
their  colle.agues,  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  purpose  of 
the  majority  of  the  house  was  not  mistaken.  They  think  that 
no  candid  person,  contemplating  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  from  the  first  demonstrations  of  a policy  on  the  part  of 
the  executive  hostile  to  the  bank,  down  to  the  recent  measures, 
in  support  of  that  policy  in  the  house  of  representatives,  will 
deny  that  its  object  was  the  overthrow  of  the  institution,  and 
the  impeachmentof  its  directors  before  the  bar  of  public  opinion, 
if  not  before  that  of  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  land,  of  gross 
malpractices,  corruptions  and  fraud.s;  and  that  the  inquiry  to  be 
conducted  by  the  committee,  of  which  the  undersigned  com- 
posed the  minority,  was  proposed  to  be  one  of  the  measures  to 
promote  that  end.  So  far  from  this  being  denied,  the  under- 
signed understand  it  to  be  not  only  admitted,  hut  claimed  as  a 
merit,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  present  administration 
of  the  national  government. 

How  was  it  natural  that  such  an  inquiry  should  be  met  by  the 
bank,  or  rather  by  those  who  have  been  intrusted  by  the  stock- 
holders with  its  direction?  The  bank  is  a legal  abstraction. 
To  charge  the  bank  with  bribery  and  corruption,  is  to  use 
words  which  have  no  accurate  meaning,  true  or  false.  The 
party  implicated  is  the  directory  and  ofiicers;  men  of  character; 
men  known  to  the  community  as  some  of  its  most  useful  mem- 
bers and  brightest  ornaments;  men  of  probity,  unimpeacbed  iu 
private  life.  Some  of  them  are  merchants,  whose  word,  in  the 
most  important  transactions,  would  be  deemed  as  good  as  their 
bond;  and  others  are  professional  characters,  who  adorn  the 
highest  tribunals  of  the  country.  These  are  the  party  implicat- 
ed— charged  with  a most  cruel  and  perfidious  design  to  bring 
universal  distress  upon  the  countiy,  for  the  sake  of  paltry  sel- 
fisii  ends;  and,  to  promote  these  ends,  further  charged  with  cor- 
rupting the  conductors  of  the  press,  corrupting  the  people  in 
the  exercise  of  their  elective  franchise,  and  corrupting  the 
members  of  congress.  Are  honest  and  honorable  mei>,  charg- 
ed with  these  odious  misdemeanors,  to  submit  to  the  eharge 
without  a murmur;  to  acknowledge  the  reasonableness  of  m.ak- 
ing  it;  the  expediency  of  investigating  it,  all  vague  and  naspeci- 
fied  as  it  is;  the  reality  of  a prima  facia  case  against  them? 
Does  conscious  innocence  require  them  to  admit  that  there  is 
ground  of  suspicion?  Does  the  strong  and  indignant  feeling 
that  their  characters  are  outraged,  while  their  rights  are  invad- 
ed, call  upon  them  voluntarily  to  take  the  culprit’s  place,  and 
endure  the  ignominy  of  what  they  deem  an  uncalled  for  and  a 
vexatious  inquisition?  Or  is  it  not  rather  the  natural  dictate  of 
proud  and  conscious  innocence  to  place  themselves  upon  thehr 
rights,  beneath  the  aegis  of  the  law?  If  I go  to  my  neighbor,  as 
honest  a man  as  myself,  and  say,  “you  are  a swindler  and  a 
knave,”  shall  he  meekly  ask  me  to  enter  his  house,  lay  open 
his  ledger  and  his  letter  book,  and  invite  me  to  collect  the  ma>- 
terials  out  of  which  I may  prejudice  the  public  against  him? 
The  directors  of  the  bank  are  citizens,  as  honest  and  as  virtu- 
ous as  any  of  those,  in  office  or  out  of  it,  high  or  low,  who 
charge  them  with  corruption,  A good  name  is  as  dear  to  them 
as  to  their  accusers.  Their  stake  in  the  welfare  of  the  country 
is  as  great.  The  success  with  which  they  have  conducted  af- 
fairs of  the  great  institution  intrusted  to  their  care,  is  not  mat- 
ter of  opinion;  it  is  notorious  to  all  the  world.  At  this  moment, 
notwithstanding  the  fearful  warfare  waged  against  them  by  al- 
most every  branch  of  the  government  of  their  own  country, 
their  credit  is  as  good  at  London  and  Paris,  as  that  of  the  bank 
of  England  or  France.  At  this  moment,  in  the  remotest  east, 
in  the  markets  of  China,  where  the  silver  coin  of  the  country, 
from  the  public  mint,  is  undervalued,  the  paper  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  is  an  acceptable  currency.  In  the  midst  of 
its  career  of  usefulness,  it  has  been,  unfortunately  for  the  coun- 
try, drawn  into  the  field  of  political  controversy;  its  directors 
and  officers  vilified  by  name,  their  most  laudable  measures  mis- 
represented, their  most  innocent  acts  calumniated,  and  their 
slightest  errors  of  judgment  tortured  into  corruptions  and 
crimes;  above  all,  the  severe  distress,  with  which  the  country 
has  been  visited,  for  the  sake  of  carrying  on  this  warfare,  has 
been  cruelly  imputed  to  the  wanton  action  of  the  bank,  though 
struggling  for  its  own  existence  against  the  most  formidable 
efforts  to  crush  it.  The  calm  and  dignified  tone  which  charac- 
terises the  communications  of  the  committee  of  directors,  under 
circumstances  like  these,  is,  to  the  undersigned,  a satisfactory 
indication  of  their  integrity  and  conscious  purity.  They  have 
placed  themselves  where,  as  American  citizens,  conscious  of 
their  rights,  of  their  injuries,  and  of  their  innocence,  they  had  a 
ri^it  to  place  themselves,  under  the  protection  of  the  law. 

Firmly  believing  that  they  are  innocent  of  the  crimes  and  cor- 
ruptions with  which  they  have  been  charged,  and  that,  if  guilty, 
they  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  criminate  themselves,  the 
undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  directors  of  the  bank 
have  been  guilty  of  no  contempt  of  the  authority  of  this  house, 
in  having  respectfully  declined  to  submit  their  books  for  inspec- 
tion, except  as  required  by  the  charter.  All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted  by  EDWARD  EVERETT, 

WILLIAM  W.  ELLSWORTH. 
House  of  representatives,  May,  1834. 
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{JC^We  have  the  pleasure  to  present  our  readers  with 
a supplement  to  the  present  nuniber,  by  means  of  which 
we  are  enabled  not  only  to  insert  all  the  documents  at- 
tached to  the  reports  of"  the  committee  for  investigating 
the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  but  a large 
quantity  of  other  matter — some  of  which  had  accumu- 
lated in  type,  having  been  several  times  set  aside  to 
make  room  for  things  that  could  not  be  deterred.  The 
miscellaneous  articles,  (that  the  papers  concerning  the 
bank  may  have  regular  succession  w hen  the  volume  is 
bound)  commence  in  page  241. 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY  OF  THE  BANK  COMMITTEE. 

No.  1. 

Philadelphia,  North  American  hotel,  April  23, 1834. 
Sir:  I have  been  directed  by  the  coniinittee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  enclose 
to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  you  that 
the  committee  will  be  prepared  to  visit  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  to  morrow,  at  any  hour  that  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
receive  them,  to  commence  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assign- 
ed them.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS, 

chairman  committee  of  investigation. 

N.  Biddle,  esq.  president  bank  of  the  U.  States. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, the  cause  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress complained  of  by  numerous  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
in  sundry  memorials,  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  and  also  what  cor- 
ruptions and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  control  tlic  press, 
to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or  money,  in  pro- 
ducing the  existing  pressure,  a select  committee  be  appointed 
to  inspect  the  books,  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter have  been  violated  or  not;  and,  also,  what  abuses,  corrup- 
tions or  mal-practices,  have  existed  in  the  management  of  said 
bank;  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  on 
oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  said  bank  and 
branches.  And  they  are  further  authorised  to  visit  the  prin- 
cipal bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspect- 
ing the  books,  correspondence,  accounts  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  its  management  or  business;  and  that  the  said  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation, 
together  with  the  evidence  they  may  take,  at  as  early  a day  as 
practicable. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April23,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  this  day’s 
date  with  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representa 
lives  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  4ih  instant. 

I shall  forthwith  call  a special  meeting  of  the  board  of  direc 
tors  of  the  bank  at  nine  o’clock  to  morrow  morning,  when  these 
papers  shall  be  submitted  to  them,  after  which  a communica- 
tion on  the  subject  shall  be  made  to  you. 

In  the  mean  time,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
yours,  N.  BIDDLE,  presirfenf. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  committee  of  investigation. 

No.  2. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  24,  1834. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  a committee  of  the  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Slates,  to  send  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a resolu- 
tion adopted  this  morning  by  the  board,  at  a special  meeting, 
convened  in  consequence  of  your  communication  of  yesterday 
to  the  president,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  committee  will  im- 
mediately direct  the  necessary  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States,  and  will  attend  at  the  bank  to  receive 
them  at  11  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  committee  of  Investigation. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  members  of  the  board 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  States  and  to  offer  for  their  inspection 
such  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  as  may  he  necessary  to  ex- 
hibit the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter. 

The  following  directors  were  then  appointed  to  compose  the 
■aid  committee: 
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Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Eyre,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Neff,  Mr.  Cliauncey, 
Mr,  Coxe,  Mr.  Henry. 

No.  3. 

P'riday,  April  25,  1834. 

Mr.  Sergeant  offered  to  the  committee  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives the  assistance  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  in  giv- 
ing every  facility  to  the  prosecution  of  their  inquiry.  Mr.  Tho- 
mas then  presented  to  the  committee  of  the  bank  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a list  of  the  books 
of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of  the  purposes  for  which  each 
is  designed,  and  the  names  of  the  clerks  to  whose  cure  and  cus- 
tody they  are  respectively  committed;  and,  also,  a copy  of  ihu 
by-laws  now  in  force  in  the  bank,  and  of  the  by-laws  in  force 
prior  to  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1829. 

No.  4. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  25,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  send  you,  agreeably  to  your  re- 
quest, “a  list  of  the  books  of  the  bank,  with  an  explanation  of 
the  purposes  for  which  each  is  designed.” 

In  regard  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  inquiry,  “the  names  of 
the  clerks  to  whose  care  and  custody  they  are  respectively  com- 
mitted,” 1 am  instructed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  say 
that  these  books  are  not  understood  to  be  in  the  care  and  custo- 
dy of  the  clerks,  but  in  the  general  custody  of  the  board.  The 
names  of  the  clerks  who  make  entries  in  them,  and  for  that 
purpose  have  possession  of  them  during  the  hours  of  business, 
are  added  to  the  list  of  the  books. 

I also  enclose  “a  copy  of  the  by-laws  now  in  force  in  the 
bank,  and  of  the  by-laws  in  force  prior  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  1829.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  committee  of  investigation. 

No.  5. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  26, 1834. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  1 have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying resolutions.  I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  bank  U.  States. 

No.  6. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  Tlial  the  proceedings,  investigations,  and  examina- 
tions of  the  committee  of  the  books,  papers,  and  afl'airsofthe 
bank,  shall  be  confidential,  unless  olherw'ise  ordered  by  the 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  investigation  of  this  committee  into  the 
affairs,  management  and  concerns  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales,  shall  be  conducted  without  the  presence  of  any  person 
who  is  not  required,  or  invited  to  attend  the  examination  of  this 
committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  communicate  a copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  directors  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  to  receive  the  coimniltee  of  the 
house  of  representatives. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH, 

secretary  to  the  committee. 

No.  7. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  26,  1834. 
Sir:  I have  received,  and  have  laid  before  the  committee  of 
the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  your  note  of  this 
date,  and  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  coimniltee 
of  the  liouse  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales.  I am  di- 
rected by  the  committee  to  inform  you  that  your  communica- 
tion wilt  be  laid  before  the  board  at  a special  meeting  convened 
for  the  purpose,  and  that  we  will  be  prepared  to  make  known 
to  you  the  decision  of  the  board  at  your  next  meeting,  on  Mon- 
day, at  11  o’clock. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  c/tairma«. 

To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  house  of  reps. 

No.  8. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  April  28,  1834. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  my  coinmunic:ttion  of  the  26th  instant, 
your  note  of  that  date,  and  the  resolutions  enclosed  in  it,  have 
been  laid  before  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stales  at  a special  meeting  convened  for  the  purpose.  I have 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
board,  and  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAairman. 

To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  U.  States. 
1.  Resolved,  That  the  board  recognise  the  right  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States  to 
inspect  the  books  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the 
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bank  of  the  United  States,  according  to  tlie  provisions  of 
tlie  charter;  and,  to  enalde  the  cominiilee  to  exercise  this 
right,  according  to  the  order  of  tlie  house  of  representatives, 
the  board  have  endeavored  to  do  all  that  could  inanifest  their 
respect  for  the  committee,  or  contribute  to  tlie  convenient 
performance  of  its  duty,  by  offering  a room  in  the  banking 
house  for  its  accommodation,  and  ap[)oiniing  a committee  of 
directors  to  e.xhibit  the  books  and  papers  according  to  tlie  re- 
quirement of  the  chatter:  but  the  hoard  cannot,  consi.-tenlly 
vi'ilh  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank,  and  of  the  obligations  of 
the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the  custody 
and  possession  of  the  books  and  pa|)crs  of  the  bank,  nor  per- 
mit them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence  of  the  committee 
appointed  by  the  board. 

2.  Resolved,  That  considering  the  nature  of  the  proceedings, 
which  resulted  in  the  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates, 
to  examine  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  consideiing  the 
very  grave  and  accusatory  nature  of  the  inquiries  directed  to 
be  made  by  that  resolution,  as  well  in  their  bearing  upon  the 
bank,  as  upon  the  individual  citizens  entrusted  with  its  admi- 
nistration, the  board  cannot  but  deem  it  due  to  the  demands  of 
common  justice  that  the  institution,  and  the  individuals,  should 
have  the  opportunity  to  be  present,  by  their  representatives  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  at  all  examinations  to  he  made  by  the 
committee  touching  their  character  and  conduct,  whether  the 
same  be  of  books  and  papers,  or  of  witnesses.  It  is  most  ma- 
nifest to  the  board  that,  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  the  truth, 
examination  in  the  presence  of  the  parties  would  be  the  natural 
and  effectual  mode  of  proceeding;  and  the  board,  being  confi- 
dent that  examinations  so  conducted  would  result  in  a manner 
creditable  to  the  bank,  have  promptly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to 
the  amplest  investigation:  but,  if  they  are  to  understand  the  re- 
solutions of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  26lh  instant,  as  announcing  an  inten- 
tion to  pursue  a different  course,  they  do  solemnly  protest 
against  the  same,  being  fully  satisfied  that  secret  and  partial 
examinations  are  unjust  and  oppressive,  and  contrary  to  com- 
mon right,  and  never  to  be  resorted  to  but  in  cases  of  necessity, 
of  which  the  present  cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  be 
said  to  be  one. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  committee,  appointed  on  the  24th  in- 
stant, be  instructed  to  furnish  a certified  copy  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

No.  9. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  ,dpril  28,  1834. 
Sir:  I have  been  directed  by  the  committee  of  investigation 
to  acknowledge  the  recei(»t  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant, 
and  to  inform  you  that  I shall  be  authorised  to  reply  to  it  by  to- 
morrow at  9 o’clock  A.  M- 

I am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  S.  bank. 

No.  10. 

Committee  room,  Jipril  29,  1 834. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying 
copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  to-day  by  the 
committee  of  investigation,  in  reply  to  your  communication  of 
28th  instant. 

With  great  respect,  I am  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  S.  bank. 

No.  11. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Committee  room,  .Jpril  29,  1834. 

At  a meeting  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  on  motion, 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  duly  appreciate  the  dispo 
sition  manifested  by  the  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  offering  accommodations  in  their  banking  house  for 
its  use,  as  contained  in  the  communication  of  the  committee  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  24th  instant,  that  this  committee 
accepted  that  offer  under  the  belief  that  it  would  promote  as 
well  its  convenience  as  that  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and 
that  the  room  thus  offered  would  be  exclusively  for  its  occupa 
tlon,  and  that  of  those  whose  attendance  might  be,  by  the  com- 
mittee, required  or  assented  to,  during  the  business  hours  of 
the  bank,  and  that  the  committee  is  willing  still  so  to  consider 
it. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  committee,  charged  with  important 
duties,  and  acting  under  its  responsibility  to  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, and  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  claims  the 
right,  to  be  exercised  at  its  discretion,  to  compel  the  production 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  for  inspection,  and  to  in- 
spect the  same  in  such  mode  as  to  the  committee  may  seem 
best  calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  But  this 
committee  has  not  determined  that  it  will  become  necessary  to 
perform  that  duty,  out  of  the  presence  of  those  charged  by  the 
directors  to  submit  the  same  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee. 

3.  Resolved,  That  thi.s  committee  cannot  recognize  the  right 
of  the  board  of  directors  to  regard  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives  as  accusatory  in  its  character,  or  this  com- 
mittee as  charged  with  the  duty  of  criminating  the  bank  or  its 
officers.  That,  in  the  resolution  of  Ihe  26th  instant,  the  com- 
mittee intended  to  assert  Its  rights  to  control  its  own  proceed- 


ings, and  not  to  indicate  a purpose  of  making  a secret  and  par- 
tial examination,  or  of  practising  injustice  or  oppression.  That 
the  committee  cannot  lint  regard  the  expression  of  such  an  ap- 
prehension by  the  board  of  directors  as  unjust  to  its  members, 
and  unauthorised  by  the  resolution. 

4.  Resolved,  9'hal  this  committee,  actuated  by  a sense  of 
justice,  will  unhesitatingly  afford  to  every  person,  whose  cha- 
racter or  conduct  may  seem  to  be  affected  in  the  progress  of 
their  in vesliaalions,  a full  opportunity  of  explan  ition  and  de- 
fence, but  claim  the  right  of  determining  the  lime  and  mode  of 
giving  such  privilege;  and,  therefore,  cannot  recognize  the  right 
of  the  directors  to  prescribe  Ihe  course  to  be  pursued  by  this 
committee  in  making  its  examinations. 

5.  Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  com- 
municated by  the  chairman  to  the  committee  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank. 

No.  12. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  JJpril29,  1834. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  this  dale, 
and  the  copy,  enclosed  in  it,  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Stales. 
They  have  been  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  I am  directed  by  them  to  make  the  following  reply: 
The  committee  would,  in  the  first  place,  respectfully  stale 
that  it  was  not  ther  intention,  nor  the  intention  of  the  board,  to 
allege  that  the  committee  of  investigation  was  charged  with  the 
duly  of  criminating  the  bank  or  officers.  They  meant  only  to 
say,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  resolution,  that  the  in- 
quiries directed  to  be  made  were  in  their  nature  accusatory; 
and  so  the  committee  of  the  board  are  still  obliged  to  consider 
them. 

The  committee  would  further  respectfully  slate  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  board  to  impute  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  a purpose  of  making  a secret  and  partial  exami- 
nation, or  of  practising  injustice  or  oppression.  They  simply 
intended  to  assert  what  they  believe  to  be  beyond  all  di.spuie  or 
doubt,  that  secret  and  partial  examinations  into  matters  which 
have  a bearing  upon  the  character  and  conduct  of  individuals 
are  unavoidably  unjust  and  oppressive. 

And,  finally,  the  committee  would  most  respectfully  disclaim 
all  intention  to  control  in  any  manner  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  or  to  prescribe  to  it  any  course  what- 
ever. The  board  are  very  sensible  they  have  neither  the  power 
nor  the  right  to  do  so.  The  only  purpose  of  the  board  was  to 
exhibit  respectfully  to  the  committee  of  investigation  their 
views  of  their  own  rights  upon  the  two  points  presented  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  26th  inst. 
from  which  views  they  have  seen  no  reason  to  depart. 

The  committee  are  very  happy  to  perceive  that,  as  yet,  there 
is  no  practical  difference  between  the  views  of  the  board  and 
those  entertained  by  the  committee  of  investigation,  as  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding  to  be  adopted,  inasmucli  as  the  resolutions 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me,  inform  us  that  the 
committee  of  investigation  have  not  come  to  any  decision,  and 
we,  therefore,  may  indulge  a hope  that,  seeing  the  reasonable- 
ness and  justice  of  the  views  respectfully  suggested  by  the 
board,  the  committee  of  investigation,  when  they  cotne  to  de- 
cide, will  not  differ  from  the  board  in  opinion. 

I am  directed,  in  conclusion,  respectftilly  to  request,  when 
the  committee  of  investigation  shall  have  decided  upon  the 
mode  of  proceeding  they  will  adopt,  they  will  be  good  enough 
to  communicate  their  decision,  that  the  board  may  be  able  to 
take  such  measures  as  it  may  seem  to  require.  In  the  mean 
lime,  I beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  continued  disposition  of 
the  board  and  the  committee  to  contribute  all  that  may  be  in 
their  power  to  promote  the  accommodation  and  convenience  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  as  well  as  of  the  great  respect 
of  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  U.  S, 

No.  13. 

Committee  room,  April  29,  1834. 
Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  directions  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying resolutions. 

'With  high  respect,  I am  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

To  .John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  directors  of  ihe  bank  of  the  U.  S. 

14. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Jlcso^ved,  That  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  furnish  the  committee 
with  a statement  of  the  outstanding  certificates  of  the  public 
debt,  for  which  the  bank  holds  the  money  in  deposite  to  re- 
deem, under  the  designation  of  “redemption  of  public  debt,” 
showing  the  names  and  residence  of  the  holders  of  such  out- 
standing certificates;  the  amount  of  each,  and  the  aggregate  of 
the  whole;  the  class  of  loans  to  which  they  belong  respectively, 
and  whether  the  bank  has  paid  interest  to  any  of  the  liolders  of 
the  same,  since  they  fell  due  and  payable. 

A true  copy:  RICH.\RD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  15. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  the  entire  correspondence  between  said  bank,  or  any 
of  its  agents,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  Baring, 
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Brothers  and  company,  and  Hotlinguer  and  company,  touching 
the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  treasury  department  on  the 
French  government,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1833;  also  copies 
of  all  accounts  and  accounts  current  with  said  bunk,  from 
either  Baring,  Brothers  and  company,  or  Hotliiu’uer  and  com- 
pany, between  the  tirst  of  January  and  July,  1833. 

A true  copy:  KICIIARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  16. 

liesolved,  That  the  pre.sident,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  he  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  a list  of  the  names  and  re.sidences  of  all  the  persons 
who  surrendered  their  certificates  of  three  per  cent,  stock,  and 
received  a credit  on  the  books  of  the  bank  thereior;  the  time 
when,  and  amount  placed  at  the  credit  of  each;  the  aggregate 
amount  thus  surrendered,  and  the  dates  at  which  the  same  were 
paid  by  the  bank  to  the  proprietors;  the  names  of  the  agents 
employed  by  the  bank  in  any  negotiations  or  arrangements  to 
posl|ione  the  payment  of  said  stocks;  the  compensation  allowed 
to  each  agent;  and  the  amount  of  expenses  allowed  to  each  in 
addition  to  compensation. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  17. 

Resolved,  That  the  president,  directors  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  furnish  the  commit- 
tee with  a statement,  showing  the  names  of  all  special  agents 
employed  by  the  bank  since  its  establishment,  the  objects  of 
such  agencies,  the  compensation  allowed  to  each,  the  services 
rendered  by  each,  the  duration  of  such  agencies,  the  expenses 
allowed  to  each  in  addition  to  compensation,  and  whether 
either  of  such  agents  was  either  a member  of  congress,  state 
legislature,  or  officer  of  the  general  government,  at  the  time  of 
employment. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH,  secretary. 

No.  18. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  he  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  the 
following  statements; 

1st.  A statement  showing  the  amount  of  public  money  on 
deposite  in  the  bank  and  its  branches  respectively,  to  the  credit 
of  the  treasurer,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  in  each 
month,  from  April,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive. 

2d.  A statement  showing  the  number  of  votes  given  at  each 
election  for  directors  of  the  parent  bank  since  December,  1832; 
showing,  also,  what  number  of  votes  were  given  in  person  by 
the  stockholders,  and  what  number  by  proxy,  and  by  whom 
such  proxies  were  held,  and  a list  of  the  directors  elected  at 
each  election. 

3d.  A statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
which  has  been  purchased  or  sold  by  the  hank,  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  whom  such  sales  and  from  whom  such  purchases 
have  been  made,  and  the  gross  amount  of  profit  derived  by  the 
bank  therefrom;  and  also  showing  the  most  usual  and  highest 
prices  received  for  each  of  the  following  descriptions  of  coin, 
and  whether  the  same  have  been  sold  in  the  United  States,  or 
in  foreign  countries. 

1.  Gold  eagles,  halves  and  quarters  of  the  United  States 
coinage. 

2.  Silver  dollars,  halves  and  quarters  of  the  same  coinage. 

3.  Spanish  doubloons  and  their  parts. 

4.  Patriot  do.  do. 

5.  Spanish  milled,  Mexican,  Peruvian  and  Chilian  dollars. 

6.  English  guineas  and  sovereigns. 

7.  Loiiisd’ors  of  France  and  tive-frank  pieces. 

8.  Half  joes  of  Portugal  or  Brazil, 

4th.  A statement  showing  the  amount  of  gold  or  silver  coin 
which  has  been  drawn,  by  order  of  the  parent  bank,  from  each 
of  its  western,  southwestern  and  southern  offices;  and  also  the 
amount  of  specie  which  has  been  sent  thereto  by  the  same  au- 
thority. 

5th.  A statement  showing  the  names  of  all  persons,  alpha- 
betically arranged,  who  were  indebted  to  the  parent  bank  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December,  1829;  showing,  also,  whether  by 
authority  from  the  board  of  Directors,  the  exchange  committee, 
the  president,  or  other  officer  of  the  bank,  each  loan  thus  made, 
the  residence  of  each  borrower  or  debtor,  the  terms  on  which 
each  loan  was  made,  and  whether  each  debtor  was  liable  as 
endorser  or  drawer,  principal  or  security. 

6th.  Statement,  similar  to  the  foregoing,  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  parent  bank  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1832,  and  on  the  28th 
day  of  April,  1834. 

7th.  A statement  showing  the  amount  of  foreign  or  domestic 
gold  or  silver  coin,  or  bullion,  which  has  been  exported  by  the 
bank,  for  each  and  every  month,  since  the  1st  of  March,  1832, 
and  the  profits  derived  by  the  bank  from  such  exportation;  and 
also  the  amount  of  specie  imported  by  the  bank  within  the 
same  period. 

8th.  A statement  showing  the  capital  of  each  of  the  offices  or 
branches  of  the  bank,  with  a tabular  statement  showing  the  lia- 
bilities and  resources  of  each  branch  or  office,  on  the  1st  of  each 
and  every  month,  from  March,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclusive. 

9th.  A statement  showing  the  amount  of  domestic  bills  pos- 
sessed by  each  of  the  branches  and  officers  of  the  bank  on  the 
first  day  of  each  month,  from  March,  1832,  to  April,  1834,  inclu- 
sive, showing  also  the  places  at  which  the  same  were  purchas- 
ed, and  the  time  when  and  places  where  the  same  were  or  will 
be  payable. 

10th.  A suteipent  showing  the  amount  of  money  which  has 
been  at  any  time  loaned  by  the  bank  on  pledges  of  stock  as  eol- 


lateral  security,  the  kind  and  description  of  stocks  thus  pledg- 
ed, the  date  and  terms  of  each  loan,  the  names  of  the  borrow- 
ers, with  the  amount  loaned  to  each,  and  the  amount  now  due 
by  such  borrowers  respectively. 

Util.  A statement  showing  the  names  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  bank,  with  the  number  of  shares  held  by  each,  the  residence 
of  each,  their  official  stations,  if  in  office;  and  showing  also  the 
agsregate  number  and  value  of  the  shares  held  by  foreigners  and 
citizens  of  the  United  states  respectively. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  19. 

Committee  room,  ( North  Jlmerican  hotel),  ^pril  30, 1834. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ul  your  let- 
ter ol  the  29th  instant,  and,  having  submitted  it  to  the  consi- 
deration ol  the  cuniniitlee  of  investigation,  have  been  authonsvd 
to  present  to  you  the  following  reply: 

The  committee  regret  to  find  that  the  character  of  the  resolu- 
tions heretofore  adopted  by  them,  and  of  which  copies  have 
been  forwarded  to  you,  is  much  misunderstood.  In  >our  letter 
of  the  29th,  it  is  said  “that  the  committee  of  investiguiiun  have 
not  come  to  any  decision”  as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  be 
adopted.  The  propriety  or  justice  of  such  an  allegation  is  not 
perceived.  The  committee  have  decided,  and  made  known  to 
you  that  decision,  that  they  have  the  power  to  compel  the  pro- 
duction of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  for  inspection;  that 
they  have  the  power  to  make  such  inspection  in  the  presence 
of  those  only  who  may  be  by  the  coininittee  required  or  invited 
to  attend;  and  to  exclude  from  their  room  all  persons  whatever, 
who,  by  their  presence,  may  in  any  degree  tend  to  impede  the 
progress  of  the  inspection  of  the  books  and  papers,  or  incom- 
mode the  members  of  the  committee  in  the  discharge  of  the 
high  duties  devolved  on  them  by  the  house  of  representatives. 
The  coiiimitlee  reserve  the  right  to  exercise  that  power  when 
it  shall  become  necessary,  and  in  the  manner  which  their  sense 
of  projiriety,  and  desire  to  do  justice  to  the  bank  and  to  the 
country,  may  dictate.  They  hope  that  nothing  will  occur,  in 
the  course  of  this  scrutiny,  which  may  render  it  proper  for  them 
to  decide  upon  and  exercise  the  full  extent  of  tire  powers  con- 
feired  upon  them  by  the  house;  and  are  hafipy  to  learn  that 
“there  is  no  practical  difference  between  the  views  of  the  board 
and  those  entertained  by  the  committee.”  They  will  be  glad 
to  know  whether  they  are  authorised  to  conclude  that  the  room 
which  has  been  offered  for  their  accommodation  at  the  banking 
house,  can  be  conveniently  set  apart  for  their  exclusive  use  and 
occupation,  from  ten  o’clock,  A.  M.  until  three,  P.  M.  during 
their  continuance  in  Philadelphia.  The  committee  assure  the 
committee  of  directors,  that  it  is  their  desire  to  conduct  the  in- 
vestigation at  the  place  mutually  convenient  to  them  and  the 
officers  of  the  bank,  and  in  a manner  calculated  to  work  no 
“injustice  or  oppression.” 

An  answer,  consistent  with  your  earliest  convenience,  to  so 
much  of  this  coinmunioation  as  relates  to  the  occupatron  of  the 
room  in  the  banking  house,  is  respectfully  requested. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  sei- 
vaiit,  FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 
of  the  com.  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S. 

No.  20. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  Isf,  1634. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor,  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  30th 
of  April.  It  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  of  the  board, 
and,  by  their  direction,  I make  the  following  reply: 

In  saying  that,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  29th  ult.  there  was  “as 
yet  no  practical  difierence”  between  the  committee  and  the 
board,  the  committee  of  the  board  still  think  the  language  they 
used  was  correct  and  appropriate.  It  is  true  that  in  these  reso- 
lutions the  committee  of  investigation  had  asserted  a power 
which  might,  perhaps,  have  been  controverted.  But  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  committee  of  the  board  to  discuss  or  ques- 
tion the  powers  of  the  committee  of  investigation  in  the  ab- 
stract, or  as  matter  of  opinion,  but  simply  to  set  forth  their  own 
views  of  what  they  believe  to  be  the  rights  of  the  bank,  and  of 
the  individual  citizens  intrusted  with  its  administration. 

The  “practical  difference,”  according  to  the  view  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  board,  would  only  occur  when  there  should  be  an 
actual,  as  distinguished  from  a theoretical  collision;  that' is  to 
say,  when  an  exertion  of  power,  attempted  by  the  committee 
of  investigation,  should  be  met  by  an  assertion  of  right  on  the 
part  of  the  board,  incompatible  with  its  prosecution.  Such  a 
state  of  things  would  be  extremely  to  be  regretted.  It  must, 
nevertheless,  be  conceded  that  a case  might  be  presented  in 
which  the  committee  of  the  board  would  be  compelled,  by  a 
deep  sense  of  duty,  to  consider  their  rights,  and  to  act  upon 
their  own  views  of  them. 

Among  the  risks  incident  to  an  error  of  judgment  in  decid- 
ing, they  would  esteem  it  one  of  the  greatest  that  their  conduct 
might,  by  possibility,  be  imputed,  however  unjustly,  to  a want 
of  due  respect  for  the  committee  of  investigation,  or  for  the  high 
source  from  which  their  authority  is  derived. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  feelings,  and  with  a strong  de- 
sire that  the  investigation  might  be  conducted  in  a manner  sa- 
tisfactory to  both  the  parties,  the  committee  of  the  board  gladly 
embraced  the  belief— it  may  be  that  their  strong  inclination  led 
them  too  hastily  to  believe— that  there  was,  “as  yet,  no  practi- 
cal difference.”  If  in  this  they  misunderstood  the  terms  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  Ibey  will  be  rea- 
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dy  to  receive  explanation,  of  tlie  committee,  in  this  or  any 
other  matter,  to  correct  the  misunderstanding. 

They  deem  it  due,  however,  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, as  well  as  to  themselves,  to  say  furtlier,  that  in  the  letter 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  30th  ult.  there  appears 
to  be  a misapprehension  of  the  meaning  of  the  committee  of  the 
board  in  their  letter  of  the  29th  ult. 

The  committee  of  the  board  did  not  say  “that  the  committee 
of  investigation  had  not  some  to  any  decision  as  to  the  mode  of 
proceeding  to  be  adopted.”  They  do  not  know,  nor  cun  they, 
without  failing  in  the  respect  due  to  themselves,  pretend  to 
know,  what  may  have  been,  or  what  may  be,  the  decisions  of 
the  committee  of  investigation,  except  so  far  as  the  committee 
may  think  fit  to  communicate  them.  Accordingly,  their  letter 
of  the  — ult.  was  founded  entirely  on  the  resolutions  of  the  — 
ult.  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  to  them  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation;  and  the  passage  above  quoted  with  its  con- 
text, referred  especially  to  the  following  sentence,  in  the  second 
of  those  resolutions,  to  wit:  “But  this  committee  has  not  deter- 
mined that  it  will  become  necessary  to  perform  that  duty  out  of 
the  presence  of  those  charged  by  the  directors  to  submit  the 
same  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee.”  Comparing  tiiis 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  directors,  heretofore  hand- 
ed to  the  committee  of  investigation,  it  did  appear  to  the  com 
mittee  of  the  board  that  there  was  no  decision  upon  this  mate- 
rial point,  and,  therefore,  that  there  was  “as  yet  no  practical 
difference.” 

Acting  upon  the  same  principle  that  has  hitherto  governed 
the  committee  of  the  board,  it  is  not  their  intention  to  question 
the  statement  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  “that  they 
have  the  power  to  compel  the  production  of  the  books  and  pa- 
pers of  the  bank.”  &c.  That  such  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  they  have  no  noubt;  and,  as  their 
opinion,  the  committee  of  the  board  freely  admit  its  claim  to 
high  respect.  It  is  only  when  ceasing  to  be  opinion  merely,  it 
shall  come  in  conflict  with  the  rights  of  the  bank,  or  of  those 
intrusted  with  its  administration,  (if  ever  that  should  happen), 
that  the  committee  of  the  board  will  find  themselves  bound, 
however  reluctantly,  to  examine  its  application. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  letter  in  which  you  inquire  wlie- 
ther  the  committee  of  investigation  “are  authorised  to  conclude 
that  the  room  which  has  been  offered  for  their  accommodation 
at  the  banking  house  can  be  conveniently  set  apart  for  their  ex- 
clusive use  and  occupation,  from  10  o’clock  A.  M.  until  3 
o’clock  P.  M.  during  their  continuance  in  Philadelphia,”  I am 
directed  by  the  committee  to  say  that  they  still  have,  as  they 
always  have  had,  every  disposition  to  accommodate  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  and  such  they  are  persuaded  is  the  dis- 
position also  of  the  board.  The  committee  find  their  authority 
in  this  respect  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  of  the  board  of  the 
S8th  of  April,  communicated  to  the  committee  of  investigation 
on  the  same  day,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  board  directed 
them  to  offer  to  the  committee  of  investigation  “a  room  in 
the  banking  house  for  its  accommodation,  and  appointed 
them  a committee  of  directors  to  exhibit  the  books  and  papers 
according  to  the  requirement  of  the  charter.”  But  the  board 
at  the  same  time  declared  that  they  could  not,  “consist- 
ently with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank,  and  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent  to  give  up  the 
custody  and  possession  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank, 
nor  to  permit  them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  presence  of  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  board.  The  committee  of  the 
board  have  great  pleasure  in  renewing  to  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation the  offer  of  the  room,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
this  resolution,  and  in  tendering  any  further  service  in  their 
power  that  can  promote  the  convenience  of  the  committee  of 
investigation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  21. 

North  American  hotel,  committee  room.  May  1,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying 
copies  of  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

John  Sergeant,  Esq.  chairman 

of  committee  of  directors  of  the  bank  U,  States. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  committee  with  copies  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  the  president  of  the  bank  or  any  of  its  offi- 
cers with  members  ofcongress,  or  of  unanswered  letters  received 
from  any  one  of  them  since  the  first  day  of  July,  1832,  touching 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  bank,  the  removal  or  restora- 
tion of  the  public  deposites,  or  touching  the  business  transac- 
tions of  such  members  with  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  the  committee  with  a statement  showing  the 
whole  number  of  shares  which  it  has  taken  since  its  establish- 
ment, by  purchase  or  in  payment  of  debts,  the  time  when  and 
from  whom  each  was  taken,  the  amount  they  were  taken  to  pay 
or  secure;  and  whether  such  debts  were  under  protest  when  such 
shares  were  taken,  the  names  of  all  parties  obligated  upon  each 
debt,  and  whether  such  shares  have  been  sold  by  the  bank;  and, 
if  80,  the  amount  obtained  for  each,  the  deficiency  or  excess  in 
each  case  of  sale  in  respect  to  the  debt  on  which  such  shares 


were  taken,  designating  the  branches  at  which  such  shares 
were  taken  or  sold. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  of  their  ex- 
pense account  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  up  to  the  date  of 
this  resolution  being  complied  with,  showing  the  items  and 
total  for  each  half  year,  corresponding  with  the  entries  in  their 
expense  book,  and  showing  the  names  and  residence  of  all  per- 
sons to  whom  any  payments  have  been  made,  the  amount  to 
each,  aitd  the  time  and  consideration  of  such  payments,  with 
copies  of  all  vouchers  taken  for  such  payments. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  in  detail  of 
all  over  drafts  wliich  have  been  made  on  said  bank  or  branches 
since  1829,  by  members  ofcongress,  or  state  legislatures;  the 
time  sucl)  over  drafts  were  made;  and  also  by  printers,  editors, 
and  publishers  of  newspapers  or  periodicals,  stating  the  timo 
and  amount  of  each  over  dralt,  by  whom  made,  the  period  such 
over  drafts  remained  unpaid,  and  the  time  and  manner  in  which 
such  drafts  have  been  paid  or  secured. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  particular  items  and 
the  aggregate  of  all  fees  or  compensations  paid  during  each  year 
to  attorneys,  counsellors,  or  lawyers,  since  the  establishment  of 
the  bank;  stating  the  amount  paid  to  each  person  employed,  to- 
gether with  their  names  and  residence,  the  times  when  the 
payments  were  made,  and  the  particular  services  rendered  for 
each  charge  paid;  also  whether  the  same  has  been  paid  at  the 
parent  bank  or  branches,  and  at  which,  designating  them;  also 
of  all  sums  paid  as  a general  or  annual  fee  or  salary  to  counsel- 
lors for  the  bank,  specifying  the  name  of  each  person,  the 
amounts,  and  times,  and  places  of  payments;  and  also  whether 
such  sums  were  paid  by  the  order  in  each  case  of  the  board  of 
directors,  or  how  otherwise  paid,  designating  such  sums  as 
have  been  paid  in  cash,  and  such  as  may  have  been  passed  to 
the  credit  of  such  persons  or  others  in  payment  of  any  debt  oj 
debts  due  to  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  entire  coriespond- 
ence  between  the  bank  and  the  New  York  branch  since  the  1st 
of  January,  1833. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  of  all  the 
accounts  and  copies  of  the  entire  correspondence  between  the 

bank  or  any  of  its  officers  and ; also  the  correspondence 

of  the  bank,  or  that  of  any  of  its  officers  with  the  officers  of  the 
branch  at  Washington,  touching  the  debt  owing,  or  which  has 
heretofore  been  ow'ing  by  them  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
or  any  of  its  branches,  or  touching  any  negotiations  for  the  loan 
or  payment  of  money  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  showing  the 
amount  of  debt  directly  or  indirectly  due  or  owing  to  said  bank 

by and , or  either  or  both,  jointly  or  severally,  or 

by  any  other  person  for  their  benefit,  or  the  banefit  of  either  of 
them;  showing  also  the  amount  of  debt  thus  due  at  any  time 
heretofore,  with  a statement  of  all  payments  on  their  account, 
with  the  dates  thereof  since  the  1st  of  April,  1832,  with  copies 
of  any  deed  or  deeds  of  trust,  arrangement,  contract,  or  agree- 
ment, or  assignment,  entered  into  between  said  bank  and  them, 
or  either  of  them,  or  others  for  the  benefit  of  said  bank,  or  in 
which  it  may  have  a beneficial  interest;  also  copies  of  the  en- 
tire correspondence  between  said  bank,  or  any  officer  thereof, 

and  the  said and , or  either  of  them;  also  a copy  of 

any  consent  which  the  bank  may  have  given,  so  far  as  con- 
cerned perrniiliug to  establish  and  publish  a newspaper 

in  the  city  of , notwithstanding  his  contract  with 

to  the  contrary. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement  of  the 
amount  of  debt  directly  or  indirectly  due  or  owing  to  the  said 

bank,  or  any  of  its  branches,  from , editor  of  the , 

or  any  other  person  for  his  account  and  benefit;  stating  the 
maximum  of  his  loans  or  debt  at  any  time  since  he  became  in- 
debted, the  times  and  places  when  and  where  contracted,  and 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid,  re- 
duced, or  secured,  and  with  copies  of  its  entire  correspondence 
with  the  said . 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  hank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  a statement,  showing 
the  details  of  the  debt,  which  has,  at  any  time,  been  owinc  by 

, publi.sher  of  the , since  March,  1832, 

and  showing  how  the  same  has  been  settled,  secured,  or  ar- 
ranged; also  copies  of  all  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors, 
or  any  committee  or  officer  of  said  bank,  in  relation  to  said 
debt,  since  that  period;  showing  also  the  amount  of  loss,  if  any, 
it  has,  or  may  probably,  sustain  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  copies  of  all  legal  opi- 
nions which  it  may  have  obtained  from  counsel,  touching  the 
right  of  the  bank  to  hold  the  public  moneys,  contrary  to  the 
powers  or  orders  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  remove  the 
same;  also  copies  of  all  the  opinions  obtained  from  counsel,  in 
relation  to  delivering  over,  as  directed  by  the  proper  officer,  the 
funds,  books,  and  papers,  provided  for  payiri"  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners, or  annuities,  under  the  act  of  7th  June,  1832. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a detailed  statement 
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of  all  loans  made  since  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  to  individuals, 
who  then  were,  who  have  heen  since,  or  wlio  now  arfe,  ntein- 
bers  of  congress,  stating  the  amount  of  each  loan,  wlien  the 
same  was  made,  for  what  term  the  security  was  given,  and  the 
time  when  such  security  was  received:  and  also  the  security 
which  the  hank  now  holds,  and  the  amount  now  owing  by  any 
and  each  of  such  borrowers,  or  other  person  for  the  benefit  of 
such  borrowers,  at  the  bank,  or  either  of  the  branches:  and 
stating,  also,  tlie  particulars  of  any  such  loans,  which  have  been 
protested,  or  which  are  now  under  protest,  and  the  names  of 
the  parties  to  any  such  debts;  also  the  names,  if  any,  of  any 
such  persons,  whose  notes  have  been  renewed  after  the  same 
had  become  due  and  not  protested  or  renewed,  with  the  names 
of  individuals,  parties  to  said  renewals,  whose  notes  were  under 
protest  at  the  times  such  renewals  were  made;  and,  also",  whe- 
ther such  loans  in  each  case  were  made  by  the  directors  or 
otherwise,  and  by  what  authority. 

No.  22. 

Bank  of  the  UnUed  Statex,  May  1,  1834. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  29th  of  Apiil,  and  the  copies  enclosed  with  it  of  various  re- 
solutions of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States. 

The  committee  deem  it  proper  to  lay  your  communication  be- 
fore the  board,  and  would,  for  that  purpose,  have  convened  a 
special  meeting  before  this  time,  but  that  it  seemed  to  them  ne- 
cessary, first,  to  collect  certain  materials  of  information  for  the 
board.  This  work  they  caused  to  be  begun  as  soon  as  they 
could;  it  will  be  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  possible,  so 
as  to  be  laid  before  the  board  to  morrow,  after  which  no  time 
will  be  lost  in  communicating  to  you  their  decision. 

With  great  respect,  t have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant,  JOHN  SERGE.^NT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  23. 

Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  May  2,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  communication 
of  the  1st  instant,  together  with  sundry  copies  of  resolutions 
which  accompanied  it.  They  have  been  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee and  before  the  board. 

Tlie  committee  this  morning  also  laid  before  the  board  your 
communication  of  the  29th  ult.  and  the  copies  of  resolutions  ac- 
companying it;  and  they  have  directed  me  to  inform  you,  that 
as  the  resolutions  of  the  1st  instant  will  involve  the  necessity  of 
a similar  inquiry  as  those  of  the  29lh  ult.  the  board  do  not  deem 
it  expedient  to  decide  upon  the  one  until  they  are  prepared  to 
decide  upon  the  other.  As  soon  as  this  decision  is  made,  it 
will  be  communicated  to  you.  With  great  respect, &c. 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  24. 

North  .American  hotel,  committee  room,  May  2, 1834. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompa- 
nying copies  of  resolutions;  and  remain,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS,  chairman. 

To  John  Scriieant,  esq.  chairman 

of  committee  of  directors  of  bank  of  the  U.  States. 

No.  25. 

[Enclosed  in  foregoing.] 

Committee  room,  {North  American  hotel).  May '2,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  be  required  to  submit  for  the  inspection  of  this 
committee,  at  their  committee  room  at  the  North  American 
hotel,  on  Saturday,  the  3d  day  of  May  instant,  at  11  o’clock,  A. 
M.  the  book  or  books  which  contain  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  board  of  directors,  at  their  several  sittings  on  the  1st 
and  8th  days  of  October  in  the  year  1833,  and  from  the  21st  day 
of  April,  1834,  to  this  day. 

Also,  the  report  of  a committee  of  the  board,  rejecting  a pro- 
position to  tran.-^mit  a copy  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  on 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States;  also,  the  expense  book  of  the  bank,  and  the 
vouchers  for  e.xpenses  paid  or  incurred  by  said  bank,  since  the 
1st  of  January, 1832. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  26. 

Committee  room,  {North  American  hotel).  May  2,  1834. 

Whereas  this  committee,  sincerely  desirous  to  conduct  the 
inquiries,  examinations,  and  investigations  which  they  have 
been  required  by  the  house  of  representatives  to  make,  with 
fairness,  impartiality,  order,  and  despatch,  have  learned  with 
regret  that  the  director.*  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  have 
declined  accommodating  this  committee  with  a room  in  their 
banking  house,  for  the  exclusive  use  and  occupation  of  this 
committee:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  sittings  of  this  committee  shall  be  held  in 
their  room  at  the  North  American  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, until  otherwise  ordered. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  27. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  3,  1834. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  acknow'- 
ledge  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  covering  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation;  and  in  reply  to 
that  letter,  as  well  as  in  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  29th 
ull.  to  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  board  of 


directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  at  a special  meeting 
convened  this  morning  for  the  purpo.se  of  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  several  communications  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, not  heretofore  answered.  With  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  28. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing  ] 

Resolved,  That  the  board  do  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to 
comply  with  the  requirement  of  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  of  the  29th  ull.  and  1st  instant,  and  do  not 
think  they  are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a part 
of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same  as  the 
surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a secret  and  ex  parte  ex- 
amination, which  they  have  already  refused  to  consent  to;  and 
as  to  the  other  part,  they  relate  to  matters  over  which  the  boaid 
have  no  control;  and  if  they  could  overcome  these  objections, 
and  had  the  power  over  all  the  papers,  still  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  comply  within  any  reasonable  time,  having 
ascertained,  by  a careful  examination,  that  the  copies  and  state- 
ments called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  alone, 
would  require  the  uninterrupted  labor  of  two  clerks  for  at  least 
ten  month.*,  to  make  them  out,  and  that  the  remaining  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  concern  matters  not  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  board,  would  require  great  additional  time,  which  they  are 
not  able  exactly  to  compute,  without  causing,  what  they  fear 
would  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion; and  they  take  it  for  granted  that  it  would  no  more  com- 
port with  the  views  of  the  committee  of  investigation  to  wail 
till  so  distant  a period,  than  it  would  with  the  riglils  of  the  bank, 
to  have  such  a burden  imposed  upon  it. 

No.  29. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  3,  1834. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  acknow- 
ledge the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  covering  copies 
of  two  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation,  and  to  in- 
form you  that  a special  meeting  of  the  board  was  called  at  the 
earliest  practicable  hour  this  morning,  that  there  might  be  no 
disappointment  or  delay  to  the  committee  of  investigation.  The 
answer  will  be  found  in  the  copies  of  resolutions,  herewith 
transmitted  by  order  of  the  committee. 

With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  30. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That  the  board  are  not  aware  of  having  declined  to 
accommodate  the  committee  of  investigation  with  the  exclusive 
use  and  possession  of  a room  in  the  banking  house,  unless  the 
committee  of  investigation  so  construe  the  early  and  ready  otter 
of  the  room  by  the  board  with  the  assertion  of  the  right  of  the 
committee  of  the  board  to  be  present  at  the  examination  and 
investigation  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank,  and  to  have 
the  care  and  custody  of  the  same;  and  if  such  be  the  meaning 
of  the  committee  of  investigation,  then  the  board  are  constiain- 
ed  to  adhere  to  the  ground,  as  they  think  of  manifest  right,  tak- 
en in  their  resolution  of  the  28ih  ultimo,  namely,  that  “the 
board  cannot,  consistently  with  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  bank, 
and  of  the  obligations  of  the  trust  committed  to  them,  consent 
to  give  up  the  custody  and  possession  of  the  books  and  papers 
of  the  bank,  nor  to  permit  them  to  be  examined  but  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  board. 

Resolved,  That,  with  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
board  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion, so  far  as  it  may  be  done  without  a violation  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  them,  the  hoard  cannot,  nevertheless,  consent  to  let 
the  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  go  out  of  their  care  and  cus- 
tody, nor  out  of  the  banking  house,  which  is  their  proper  place 
of  deposite;  and,  therefore,  they  cannot  comply  with  that  part 
of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  2d  in- 
stant, which  requires  that  certain  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank  be  sent  to  the  North  American  hotel  this  day  at  eleven 
o’clock,  believing  that  this  would  be  contrary  to  their  duty  to 
the  stockholders,  and  would  transcend  their  lawful  power,  as 
well  as  be  liable  to  be  deemed  an  abandonment  of  the  right  to 
be  present  by  themselves,  or  their  committee  or  agents,  at  the 
examination  and  investigation;  inferring,  in  all  the.*e  respects,  a 
very  grave  responsibility,  which  the  board,  in  their  limited  au- 
thority, do  not  think  they  can  be  reasonably  required  to  assume. 

No.  31. 

Committee  room,  May  5,  1834. 

Sir:  By  authority  from  the  committee  of  investigation,  I have 
the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  accompanying  resolution;  and 
to  be,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  U.  States  lank. 

No. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Whereas  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  refused  to  submit  certain  of  their  books  and  pro- 
ceedings to  the  inspection  of  this  committee,  at  the  committee 
room  at  the  North  American  hotel,  as  required  in  the  commit- 
tee’s resolution  of  the  2d  instant,  but  have  declared  that  they 
are  not  aware  that  they  have  declined  to  furnish  this  committee 
a room  in  their  banking  house,  for  its  exclusive  use  and  occu- 
pation, as  expressed  in  the  second  resolution  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  this  committee  is  earnestly  desirous  fully  to  execute  the  re- 
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volution  of  the  house  of  representativesj  and  does  not  waive  its 
right  to  inspect  the  hooks  of  the  bank  as  required;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  repair  to  the  banking 
house  this  day  at  one  o’clock,  to  inspect  such  of  the  hooks  called 
for  in  the  resolution  of  the  28th  of  April,  1834,  and  such  other 
books  as  they  may  require  to  he  produced;  and  that  the  chair- 
man inform  the  committee  of  directors  of  the  bank  thereof. 

A true  copy:  RICHARD  RUSH. 

No.  33. 

South  Fourth  street,  No.  89,  May  5,  1834,  llj  M. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  this  date, 
just  now  received. 

. It  appears  to  me  impracticable  to  bring  together  the  committee, 
and  to  make  the  needful  arrangements  for  their  receiving  you, 
and  atlerrding  the  investigation  and  examination  of  the  hooks 
and  papers  of  the  bank,  in  conjunction  with  the  committee  of 
investigation,  by  the  time  you  mention.  They  will  be  reassem- 
bled, however,  without  unnecessary  delay,  and,  I do  not  doubt, 
will  notify  to  you  the  time  when  they  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  committee  of  investigation,  and  act  with  them  in  the  inves- 
tigation and  examination — probably  not  later  than  some  hour 
to-morrow.  With  great  respect,  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  SERGEANT,  chedrman. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

No.  34. 

North  ,3merican  hotel,  May  5,  18.34. 

Sir:  Your  unofficial  communication  has  just  been  delivered 
to  me.  The  members  of  the  committee  of  investigation  sepa- 
rated this  morning,  after  adopting  the  resolution  which  I have 
had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  to  reassemble  again  at  one 
o’clock,  to  enter  on  the  performance  of  their  duty,  at  the  bank. 

I have  no  authority  to  signify  that  this  purpose  will  be  changed 
by  your  letter. 

J take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  I have  no  doubt  the  committee 
will  be  pleased  to  see  any  member  of  the  committee  of  direc- 
tors, at  the  hour  appointed,  at  the  bank.  And  am,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant,  FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman,  &c. 

No.  35. 

Ordered,  That  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested  and  required,  to  submit  for  the 
inspeciion  of  the  committee,  the  minute  books  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  since  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
.arj^  1829. 

No.  36. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  5,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  personally, 
in  my  interview  with  the  committee  of  investigation,  a resolu- 
tion of  the  said  committee,  in  the  following  words: 

“Ordered,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
■be  requested  and  required  to  submit  to  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation the  minute  book  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  the  expense  ac- 
count and  vouchers  for  expenditure,  under  a resolution  of  the 
board,  of  the  30ih  of  November,  1830.” 

In  answer  to  the  requisition,  I have  the  honor  to  state  that  I 
have  not  the  custody  of,  nor  control  over,  the  books  and  papers 
mentioned  in  4he  resolution.  The  general  custody  of  the  same 
is  in  the  board  of  directors  of  the  bank,  who,  by  resolutions  of 
the  24th  and  28th  ultimo,  already  communicated  to  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  appointed  a committee  of  directors,  for  the 
purpose  of  exhibiting  these  books  and  papers  to  the  committee 
of  investigation,  and  declared  that  they  could  not  permit  them 
to  be  examined,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  said  committee  of 
directors.  I am,  therefore,  unable  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tion contained  in  the  resolution.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  very 
respectfully,  yours,  N.  BIDDLE,  presfdenf. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  invest. 

N.  B.  A reply,  similar  to  the  above,  was  addressed  by  the 
cashier  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

No.  37. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  6, 1834. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  comm'ittee  of  the 
board,  owing  to  a cause  explained  to  you  yesterday,  I have  the 
honor  lo  send  you  herewith  a copy  of  the  resolutions  the  com- 
mittee have  adopted  at  a meeting  this  morning. 

With  great  respect,  I am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  JAUDON,  cashier. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

No.  38. 

' [Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

At  a meeting  of  directors  held  at  the  bank  on  the  6th  day  of 
May,  18.34,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  board  will  be  prepared 
■to  . receive  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the 
banking  house  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to-morrow 
morning,  the  7th  instant,  at  eleven  o’clock,  then  and  there  to 
proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  according  to  the  require- 
ment of  the  charter,  and  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  of 
the  board,  as  contained  in  the  several  resolutions,  copies  of 
which  have  heretofore  been  communicated  to  the  committee  of 
the  hou.se  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  as  the  same 
liave  been  explained  to  be  understood  by  this  committee;  lo 
which  undc'etaed  ing  they  continue  to  adhere. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  be  trans- 
.mittod  by  the  cashier  to  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of 


the  committee  of  investigation,  in  reply  to  his  communication 
of  yesterday  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee. 

No.  39. 

May  7,  1834. 

Resolved,  33iat  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by  the  government  directors  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States  and  to  congress,  and  for  that 
purpose  will  this  day  call  for  the  production,  for  inspection,  of 
the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of 
the  bank,  and  the  expense  books  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

True  copy:  EDWARD  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  of  committee  of  investigation. 

No.  40. 

May  7,  1834. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  board  read  to  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

Wliereas  it  appears,  from  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  appointing  the  committee  of 
investigation,  that  two  distinct  inquiries  were  contemplated, 
one  of  them  directed  to  ascertain  whether  the  charter  had  been 
violated,  and  limited  to  the  acts  of  the  corporation;  and  the 
other  so  very  general  and  indefinite,  as  to  make  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  say  whether  it  has  any  limits  at  all,  either  as  to 
the  matters  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  mode  of  pursuing  the  in- 
quiry; and  whereas  it  appears,  from  calls  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation,  that  they  have  proposed  a very  wide  range, 
embracing,  among  other  thing.s,  an  extensive  examination  of 
the  acts,  transactions,  accounts  and  letters  of  individuals,  and 
thus  instituting  a kind  of  general  search,  which  is  the  more  ob- 
jectionable, because,  if  it  have  any  purpose  at  all,  it  must  be  to 
criminate  those  individuals  as  well  as  the  bank,  and  if  it  have 
not  this  purpose,  it  is  without  any  assignable  object,  and  would 
be  ail  injurious  invasion  of  private  interests;  and  whereas,  un- 
der these  circumstances,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee,  by  all 
lawful  means,  to  protect  the  rights  and  sacred  confidence  en- 
trusted to  their  keeping,  and  to  yield  nothing  by  consent  which 
cannot  be  legally  demanded  from  them:  and  whereas,  after  care- 
ful and  anxious  consideration,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  in- 
quiry can  only  be  rightfully  extended  to  alleged  violations  of 
the  charter,  and  this  inquiry  ought  to  be  conducted  according  to 
some  certain  principles  and  rules:  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  investigation  be  respectfully 
required,  when  they  ask  for  books  and  papers,  to  slate  specifi- 
cally, in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed  to  be 
inspected,  and,  if  it  be  to  establish  a violation  of  the  char- 
ter, then  to  state  specifically,  in  writing,  what  are  the  alleged 
or  supposed  violations  of  charter  to  which  the  evidence  is  al- 
leged, or  supposed  to  be  applicable. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  it  would 
very  much  conduce  to  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  well  as  to  the 
convenience  of  all  concerned,  if  the  committee  of  investigation 
would  furnish  a specification  of  all  the  charges  intended  to  he 
inquired  into;  and  proceed  with  them  in  order  as  stated. 

No.  41. 

Whereas  this  committee  have,  by  resolutions  severally  com- 
municated lo  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  declared  that,  in  discharging  the  duties  confided 
to  them  by  the  house  of  representatives,  they  claimed,  on  their 
responsibility  to  that  house  and  to  their  constituents,  to  regu- 
late their  proceedings,  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  powers 
and  duties  for  themselves;  that  they  are  not  charged  with  the 
duty  of  criminating  the  bank,  its  directors,  or  others,  but  simply 
to  inquire,  amongst  other  things,  whether  such  prosecution,  in 
legal  form,  shall  be  instituted;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  they  would 
afford  to  every  person,  who  might  appear  to  be  implicated  by 
their  examinations,  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and 
defence: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That,  in  performing  the  duty  of  “inspect- 
ing the  books  and  examining  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,” 
the  committee  cannot  rightfully  be  “required,”  and,  from  the 
nature  of  their  duties  cannot  comply  with  a request,  to  state 
specially,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  proposed 
to  be  inspected. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  comply  with  a request 
or  requisition  to  specify  what  are  the  supposed  violations  of 
charter,  because  they  are  not  conducting  a prosecution,  but 
simply  inquiring  whether  one  shall  be  instituted. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

1.  Mr.  Mason  called  for  the  production  of  the  minute  books 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors  from  the 
1st  September,  1832,  to  the  present  dale. 

2.  The  chairman  requires  that  the  expense  book  of  the  bank, 
with  the  vouchers,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank  incurred 
under  resolution  of  the  30th  November,  1830,  be  submitted  to 
the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

3.  Mr.  Muhlenberg  desired  that  the  books  showing  the  ac- 
count of with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the 

notes  and  papers  explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1832,  may  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit,  for  the  Inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  credit  books  and  pay  lists  of  the  bank,  to 
enabls  this  committee  to  ascertain  “whether  it  lias  used  its 
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corporate  powers  or  money  to  control  the  press,  to  interfere  in 
uoiitics,  or  inllueiice  elections.” 

’ Trne  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAIM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  direc4ors  be  requested 
and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of  this  committee, 
the  minute  books  of  the  bank,  together  with  the  correspond- 
ence, journals,  and  other  memorandums  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  committees  of  exchange,  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  on 
the  offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain 
whether  the  bank  lias  had  any  agency,  through  its  management 
or  money,  in  producing  the  present  piessurc. 

True  copy:  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  ol 
the  board  of  directors,  together  with  the  correspondence,  jour- 
nals of  the  president  of  the  bank,  the  exchange  committee,  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  committee  on  the 
officers,  that  this  committee  may  he  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  board  of  directors  have  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by 
authorising,  permitting,  or  sanctioning  the  exercise  of  improper 
and  illegal  powers  by  those  committees  or  by  the  president  of 
the  bank. 

True  copy.  EDW.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

May  7,  1834.  sec.  com.  of  investigation. 

No.  42. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  8, 1834. 
Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a copy  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  board,  and  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  chairman. 
The  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  com.  of  investigation. 


No.  43. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Resolved,  That,  alter  full  deliberation,  and  with  every  feeling 
of  respect  for  the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  them,  and  with  a firm  conviction  that  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  scrutiny  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
however  severe,  the  committee  of  the  board  are  constrained  to 
adhere  to  the  resolutions  yesterday  handed  to  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and  to  decline  complying  with  the  calls  hereto- 
fore made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than  is  therein  laid 
down;  believing  this  to  be  their  duty,  from  which  they  are  not 
at  liberty  to  depart. 

No.  44. 

Whereas  at  a special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  held  at  the  bank  on  the  24th  of  April, 
in  this  present  year,  a resolution  was  adopted  and  communi- 
cated to  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  by  which 
a “committee  of  seven  members  was  appointed”  to  receive  the 
committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  offer  Ibr  tln-ir  inspection  such  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank  as  may  be  necessary  to  exhibit  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration, according  to  the  requirements  of  the  charter.” 

And  whereas,  at  a room  in  the  banking  house,  on  the  7th  day 
of  May  instant,  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
required  ol  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors  the  produc- 
tion of  certain  books  and  papers  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
by  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  be  then  and 
there  inspected,  as  set  forth  in  the  following  resolutions; 

“Ordered,  That  the  minute  book,  containing  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  directors  from  the  30th  September,  1830,  to  this 
date.  May  7,  1834,  be  produced  for  inspection.” 

Ordered,  That  the  books  showing  the  accounts  of , 

of , with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  with  the  notes  and 

papers  explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1832,  to  this  day,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
mittee.” 


“Ordered,  That  the  expense  book  ofthe  bank,  with  the  vouch- 
ers showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank  incurred  under  a resolu- 
tion of  the  30th  of  November,  1830,  be  submitted  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  committee  of  investigation.” 

“Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be  requested  and 
required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of  this  committee,  the 
minute  books  of  the  bank,  together  with  the  correspondence, 
Journals  and  other  memorandums  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  of  exchange  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  on  the 
offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  bank  has  had  any  agency,  through  its  management  or 
money,  in  producing  the  present  pressure.” 

“Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  directors  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  requested  and  required  to  submit,  for  the  inspection  of 
this  committee,  the  minute  books  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  board  of  directors,  together  with  the  correspondence,  jour- 
nals of  the  president  of  the  bank,  the  exchange  committee,  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  the  committee  on  the 
offices,  that  this  committee  may  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
the  board  of  directors  have  violated  the  charter  of  the  bank,  by 
authorising,  permitting  or  sanctioning  the  exercise  of  improper 
and  illegal  powers  by  those  committees,  or  by  the  president  of 
the  bank.” 

And  as  preliminary  to  a reply,  received  from  the  committee 
of  the  board  of  directors,  a preamble  and  resolutions  as  follows: 
[Here  follows  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  May,  numbered  40, 
in  the  documents.] 


Which  being  considered,  was  replied  to  by  this  committee, 
as  follows: 

“Whereas  this  committee  have,  by  resolutions,  severally 
communicated  to  the  president  mid  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  declared  that,  in  discharging  the  duties  confided 
to  thein  by  the  house  of  representatives,  they  claimed,  on  their 
responsibility  to  that  house  and  their  constituents,  to  regulate 
their  proceedings,  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
duties  for  ihenisel ves;  that  they  are  not  charged  with  the  duty 
of  criminating  the  bank,  its  directors  or  others;  but  simply  to 
inquire,  amongst  other  things,  whether  such  prosecution,  in  le- 
gal lorm,  shall  be  instituted;  and  that,  in  so  doing,  they  would 
afford  to  every  person  who  might  appear  to  be  implicated  by 
their  examinations  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  explanation  and 
defence. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  in  performing  the  duly  of  “inspect- 
ing the  books,  and  examining  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank,” 
the  committee  cannot  lightlully  he  “reiiuired,”  and,  from  the 
nature  of  their  duties,  cannot  comply  with  a request,  to  state 
specifically,  in  writing,  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  propos- 
ed to  be  in.spected. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  cannot  comply  with  a request, 
or  requisition,  to  specify  what  are  the  supposed  violations  of 
charter,  because  they  are  not  conducting  a prosecution,  but 
simply  inquiring  whether  one  shall  be  instituted. 

And  a specific  answer  requested. 

That,  in  answer  to  these  several  calls,  the  committee  has  re- 
ceived the  following: 

Bank  United  States,  May  8,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  a copy  of  a resolu- 
tion of  the  committee  of  the  board,  and  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SERGEANT,  cAaiVman. 

To  the  hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  com.  of  invest. 

Resolved,  That,  after  full  deliberation,  and  with  every  feeling 
of  respect  for  the  house  of  representatives,  and  for  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  them,  and  with  a firm  conviction  that  they 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  scrutiny  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
however  severe,  the  committee  of  the  board  are  constrained  to 
adhere  to  the  resolution  yesterday  handed  to  the  committee  of 
investigation,  and  to  decline  complying  with  the  calls  hereto- 
fore made  upon  them,  in  any  other  manner  than  is  therein  laid 
down,  believing  this  to  be  their  duty,  from  which  they  are  not 
at  liberty  to  depart. 

And  whereas,  this  committee  does  not  feel  authorised  to  con- 
sider the  act  of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors,  in  thus 
refusing  to  submit  the  books  and  papers  called  for,  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives,  as 
within  the  authority  conferred  on  their  committee  by  the  board 
of  directors,  and  thus  the  act  of  the  corporation:  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  he  requested  to  communicate 
this  resolution  to  the  pre.^ident  of  the  bank  ofthe  United  States, 
and  to  ask  that  it  may  be  suhmilled  to  the  board  of  directors, 
and  this  committee  informed  by  the  said  board  whether  the  re- 
fusal of  the  committee  aforesaid  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  act  of 
the  board,  or  done  by  its  authority. 

Resolved,  7’hat  the  chairman  be  directed  to  transmit  this  reso- 
lution to  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

North  ..American  hotel,  May  8,  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  two  resolutions  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  committee  of  investigation,  and  to 
ask  the  liivor  of  you  to  submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the 
board  of  directors  at  an  early  hour.  I have  the  honor  to  be, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  THOMAS, 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  president  ofthe  United  States  bank. 

No.  45. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 

Sir:  I had  last  evening  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
dated  “North  American  hotel.  May  8,  1834,”  accompanying  a 
copy  of  two  resolutions  of  the  committee  of  investigation. 

These  papers  were  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their 
meeting  this  morning,  and  I am  instructed  to  transmit  to  you  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings  thereon.  This  I accordingly  do,  with 
the  assurance  ofthe  respect  of  yours, 

N.  BIDDLE,  president. 

Hon.  Francis  Thomas,  chairman  of  com.  of  invest.  Phila. 

No.  46. 

[Enclosed  in  the  foregoing.] 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 

At  a meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  board,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  24th  ultimo,  upon  the  matters  refeired 
to  them  this  morning,  do  fully  approve  ami  sanction  the  reso- 
lutions adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  7th  and  8th  instant, 
and  presented  by  them  to  the  committee  of  investigation,  which 
resolutions  are  as  follows: 

[Here  follows  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  8rti  May,  num- 
bered in  the  documents  40  and  44.] 

No.  47. 

By  atdhority  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States. 

To  Benjamin  S.  Bonsall,  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pa. 

You  are  hereby  commanded  to  summon  Nicholas  Biddle,  pro 
sidenl,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Matthew  Ntnvkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Chas. 
Chaiincey,  Jno.  S.  Henry,  Jno.  R.  Neff,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,John  Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis, 
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John  Holmes  and  William  riait,  directors  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  he  and  appear  before  the  committee  of  the 
lioii.-!e  of  representatives  ofilie  United  States,  appointed  on  the 
4th  day  of  April,  1834,  “for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  coininercial  embarrassment  and 
distress  complained  of  by  nnnu;rou.s  citizens  of  the  U.  Slates, 
in  sundry  memorials  which  have  been  presented  to  congress  at 
the  present  session,  and  of  inquiring  whether  llie  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  has  been  violated,  arid  also  wlialcor- 
Tiiptions  and  abuses  have  existed  in  its  management;  whether 
it  has  used  its  corporate  power,  or  money,  to  control  the  press, 
to  interfere  in  politics,  or  influence  elections;  and  whether  it 
has  had  any  agency,  through  its  tnanagemenl  or  money,  in  pro- 
ducing the  existing  pressure;  also,  to  inspect  the  books  and  ex- 
amine into  the  proceedings  of  the  said  hank,  and  whether  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not;  and  what 
Rbiises,  corruptions  or  malpractices  have  existed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  said  bank;  and  also  lo  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the 
said  bank  and  branelies;  and  further,  to  visit  the  principal  bank, 
or  any  of  its  branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  books, 
correspondence,  accounts,  and  other  papers  connected  with  its 
Rjanagement  or  business, ” in  their  chamber  in  the  North  Ame- 
Tican  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  t t bring  with  them 
Ihe  credit  books  of  said  bank,  showing  the  indebtedness  of  in- 
dividuals to  said  bank  on  the  tenth  day  of  May  insiaiit,  at  the 
hour  of  twelve  o’clock,  M.  then  and  there  to  testify  touching 
the  matters  of  said  inquiry,  and  to  submit  said  books  lo  said 
cominillee  for  inspection. 

Herein  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  summons. 

Witness  the  seal  of  the  lionsc  of  representatives  of  the  U. 

Stales,  and  the  signalure  of  the  lion.  Francis  Tho- 
r , mas,  chairman  of  the  said  comniiUee,  at  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  tliis  ninth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ihirtv  four. 

FRANCIS  THOMAS. 

Attest;  W.  S.  Franklin,  clerk  house  of  representatives  U.  S. 

Marshals  ojpee,  Philadelphia,  May  lOlh,  1834. 
Served  the  within,  on  the  individuaLs  within  named,  to  wit: 
Nicholas  Biddle,  Emanuel  Eyre,  Lawrence  Lewis,  Ambrose 
White,  Daniel  W.  Cox,  John  Holmes,  Charles  Chauncey,  John 
•Goddard,  John  R.  NefI",  William  Platt  and  Matthew  Newkirk, 
by  banding  a copy  thereof  to  each  of  them,  on  Friday,  the  9ih 
instant;  and  on  James  C.  Fisher,  John  S.  Henry  and  John  Ser 
geant,  by  handing  a copy  thereof  to  each  of  them  on  the  lOih 
day  of  May  instant,  between  the  hours  of  8 and  9,  A.  M.  So 
answers,  BENJAMIN  S.  BONSALL, 

marshal  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  48. 

The  undersigned  having  been  individually  served  by  B.  S. 
Bonsall,  esq.  marshal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  a copy  of  a process  dated  the  9th  instant,  by  wliicb  he  was 
■commanded  to  summon  them,  by  the  following  names  and  de- 
scriptions, to  wit:  Nicholas  Biddle,  president,  Emanuel  Eyre, 
Matthew  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Charles  Chauncey,  John  S. 
Henry,  John  R.  NefF,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,John 
Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Lawrence  Lewis,  John  Holmes  and 
William  Platt,  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
and  appear  before  the  committee  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States,  appointed  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1834,  in 
their  chamber  in  the  North  American  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  to  bring  with  them  the  credit  books  of  said  bank, 
on  the  10th  day  of  May  instant,  at  the  hour  of  twelve  o’clock, 
M.  then  and  there  lo  testify  touching  the  matters  of  said  inqui- 
ry, and  to  submit  said  books  to  said  committee  for  inspection, 
iiave  consulted  together,  that  they  might  be  assisted  by  the 
judgment  of  each  other  a.s  to  the  course  they  were  individually 
to  pursue,  and  have  concurred,  each  for  himself,  in  the  conclu- 
sion for  the  government  of  his  individual  conduct,  which  will 
now  be  stated;  and,  to  avoid  misapprehension  or  controversy, 
have  reduced  their  answers  to  writing,  signed  witli  their  names, 
and  herewith  respectfully  presented,  each  for  himself,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Without  waiving  any  objection  there  may  be  to  the  legality 
of  the  said  proee.«s,  or  the  service,  (which  is  expressly  reserved), 
we  deem  it  most  consistent  with  the  respect  we  wish  upon  all 
occasions  to  acknowledge  to  be  due  to  the  committee  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  to  attend  upon 
them  in  person,  and  accordingly  do  so  attend,  to  manifest  our 
respect,  but  not  to  admit  any  obligation. 

2.  We  do  not  produce  the  books  specified  in  the  paper  before 
mentioned,  that  is  lo  say,  “the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  show- 
ing the  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  said  bank,”  because  they 
are  not  in  the  custody  of  either  of  us,  but,  as  has  heretofore 
been  stated,  of  the  board,  whose  views  upon  this  subject,  we 
would  take  occasion  to  say,  have  already  been  respectfully 
communicated  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 

3.  We  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee of  iiive.otigation  to  call  upon  either  of  us  to  testify,  or 
whether  the  object  of  the  paper  was  not  simply  to  require  us  to 
produce  “the  credit  books  of  said  bank,  showing  the  indebted- 
ness of  individuals  to  said  bank.”  But,  lo  avoid  unnecessary 
trouble  to  the  committee,  and  in  the  spirit  of  frankness  requir- 
ed by  the  respect  that  is  due  to  them,  we  have  deemed  it  pro- 
per to  consider  the  iiUernative  first  mentioned,  and  each  of  ns 
now  says,  for  himself,  lhat,  considering  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  the  character  of  the  inquiry,  even  as  explained  in 
Ihe  vesulntion  of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  iheVih  in- 
«iant,  and  considering  lhat,  as  corporators  and  directors,  we  are 


parlies  lo  the  proceeding,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  bound 
lo  testify,  and  therefore  respectfully  decline  to  do  so.  We  are 
sure  that  the  committee  will  duly  esiimaie  the  sacrifice  we 
make  of  personal  feeling  in  thus  deciding,  conscious  as  we  are 
that  we  have  no  knowledge,  whicii,  if  a necessary  regard  to  our 
duties  and  the  rights  of  others  periniiied,  we  would  not  willing- 
ly expose  without  reserve. 

N.  BIDDLE, 

M.  EYRE, 

M.  NEWKIRK, 

JOHN  SERGEANT, 

CHARLES  CHAUNCEY, 

JOHN  S.  HENRY, 

JOHN  R.  NEFF, 

Philadelphia. 

No.  49. 

North  .American  hotel.  May  10,  1834. 

Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  by  direction  of  the 
committee  of  investigation,  two  resolutions,  wliicb  you  will  find 
enclosed.  I liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  FRANCIS  THO.MAS,  chairman. 

To  John  Sergeant,  esq.  chairman 

of  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Whereas,  resolutions  have  heeii  adopted  by  this  committee 
into  which  the  names  of  private  individuals  were  necessarily 
introduced,  that  the  cominillee  of  directors  might  more  readily 
know  where,  tlie  accounts  or  papers,  which  were  called  for  to 
be  examined  cnnfideniially,  were^^o  be  found:  and  whereas  it 
has  never  been  the  iiileiilioii  of  this  commiuee  lo  publish  such 
resolutions,  unless,  alter  such  confidential  examination,  it 
sliould  appear  that  the  duly  of  the  committee,  under  its  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry,  required  it:  ami  whereas  the  directors  of  the 
hank  have  declined  to  produce  the  accounts  thus  called  for,  and 
this  commiuee  is  uruvilliug  lo  excite  suspicions  against  any  one 
which  they  have  not  the  means  either  to  justify  or  remove,  and 
there  is  no  longer  necessity  for  such  injunction  of  confidence; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  committee  he,  and  they 
are,  released  from  the  injunction  which  has  been  imposed,  to 
consider  confidential  their  journal  atid  proceedings,  except  such 
parts  thereof  where  the  names  of  private  individuals  appear. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion be  forwarded  lo  the  committee  of  directors. 

True  copy:  EDWD.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 

IQth'May,  1834. 

Committee  room,  North  .American  hotel,  \0th  May,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adjourn  to-day,  they  ad- 
journ to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on  Thursday,  the  15th 
of  May,  1834,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

True  copy:  EDWD.  D.  INGRAHAM, 

secretary  to  the  committee  of  investigation. 
(j(p-Here  ends  the  documents  attached  to  the  report  of  the 
minority.  It  will  naturally  present  itself  lo  the  mind  of  the 
careful  reader,  that  those  attached  to  that  of  the  majority  should 
have  been  preferred — and  so  they  would,  had  they  not  been 
kept  back,  or  somehow  delayed,  in  a very  singular  manner,  and 
with  an  apparent  view  of  embarrassing  the  minority  in  the  pub- 
lication of  their  report— that  of  the  majority  having  been  given 
to  the  editor  of  the  “Globe”  before  it  was  in  possession  of  the 
printers  to  the  house  of  representatives,  charged  with  its  publi- 
cation. A brief  history  of  these  proceedings  must  be  recorded, 
else,  as  before  observed,  it  will  not  be  believed  that  such  things 
could  have  happened.  The  committee  stood  five  against  two, 
and  it  has  rarely  occurred  lhat  so  great  a majority  on  such  a 
committee  was  ever  before  arranged; — but  do  not  the  proceed- 
ings alluded  to  shew  that  the_/i«e  feared  the  two! 

The  date  of  the  writ,  May  9,  served  on  the  lOlh,  early  in  the 
morning,  with  the  signature  of  the  clerk  of  the  house  attached, 
would  seem  to  make  it  probable  that  it  had  been  prepared  in 

blank!  What  authority  had  the  derfc  to  sign  such  a paper, 

without  the  action  of  the  house?  Ed.  Reo. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  May  30. 

We  have  examined  the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  bank  committee,  -with  a view  to  ascertain 
whether  it  contained  any  matter  not  comprised  in  the 
appendix  to  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee. 
The  following  extracts  from  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  not  comprised  in  the  latter  appendix: 

North  American  hotel,  April  23,  1834. 
The  committee  met.  Present  all  the  members.  On  motion. 
Resolved,  That  the  chairman  address  a letter,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee,  lo  the  president  of  the  bank,  enclosing  a copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  under  which  the 
committee  are  appointed,  informing  him  that  they  are  now  or- 
ganized, and  ready  to  proceed  to  business  at  such  lime  to-mor- 
row as  will  be  convenient  lo  him. 

Committee  room,  ( North  American  hotel).  May  5, 1834. 
‘‘Ordered,  That,  on  arriving  at  the  bank,  the  chairman  be 
authorised  to  require  of  the  president,  or  other  officers,  the  pro- 
duction of  the  books  of  the  bank,  for  inspection  of  this  com- 
mittee” 

Thereupon  the  commiuee  proceeded  to  the  hanking  house. 
The  cliairinan  inquired  for  Mr.  Sergeant,  chairman  of  the  com- 
miuee of  directors,  and  was  told  “he  was  not  at  the  bank.” 
He  then  inquired  for  the  president,  and  first  cashier  of  the  bank; 


A.  WHITE, 

D.  W.  COXE, 

JOHN  GODDARD, 
JAMES  C.  FISHER, 
LAWRENCE  LEWIS, 
JOHN  HOLMES, 
WILLIAM  PLATT. 
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aiid,  on  their  nppeariiig,  requested  eacli  of  them  respectively  to 
produce  to  the  committee,  for  inspection,  the  minute  books 
containing  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  re- 
quested the  president  to  submit  for  inspection  also  the  expense 
book,  and  voiieliers,  showing  the  expenditures  made  under  the 
resolution  of  the  board,  passed  November  30, 1830.  The  presi 
dent  and  cashier  declined  complying  with  the  request,  alleging 
that  they  had  no  power  to  do  so,  the  books  being  in  the  custody 
of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  president  then  invited  the  committee  to  his  room,  where 
the  same  conversation  was  repeated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  the  president  of  the  bank.  It  was  there  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Ellsworth,  that  the  demand  of  the  committee 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  which  was  done  by  the  adoption 
of  the  following  order.” 

“Ordered,  'I’hat  the  president  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  and  required  to  submit  to  the  committee  of  in- 
vestigation the  minute  book  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates;  the  expense 
account  and  vouchers  for  expenditure,  under  a resolution  of  the 
board  of  the  30ih  of  November,  1830,”  and  lllh  March,  1831. 

North  American  hotel,  May  7,  1834. 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  into 
the  statement  made  by  the  government  directors  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales  and  to  congress;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose will  this  day  call  for  the  production,  for  inspection,  of  the 
minute  books,  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  and  the  expense  books,  and  vouchers  for  expenses  in- 
curred. 

After  having  adopted  this  resolution,  the  committee  proceed- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  occupied  the  room  as- 
signed for  their  use;  immediately  thereafter  they  were  attended 
by  the  committee  ofdirectors,  when 

Mr.  Mason,  as  one  of  the  committee,  desired  the  production 
of  the  minute  hook  containing  the  proceeding  of  the  board  of 
directors  from  the  30th  September,  1832,  to  this  dale,  (7th  May, 
1834). 

The  committee  of  directors  thereupon  retired  to  deliberate  on 
the  propriety  of  granting  this  request,  and  soon  after  returned, 
when  their  chairman  presented  the  following  paper  to  wit: 

The  committee  of  the  board  request  to  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee  of  investigation  read  to 
the  committee  of  the  board  this  morning. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  passed  by  the  committee 
of  investigation: 

“Jlesolved,  That  a copy  of  the  resolution  of  this  committee 
read  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation  in  the 
presence  of  the  committee  of  directors  this  day,  and  requested 
by  said  committee,  be  lurnished  agreeably  to  their  request,  as 
matter  of  favor  and  not  of  right.” 

Mr.  Muhlenberg  desired  that  the  books  showing  the  accounts 
of  Messrs. , with  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  pa- 

pers explanatory  of  such  account,  from  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1832,  to  this  day,  may  be  fubmUted  to  the  inspection  of  the 
committee. 

The  chairman  requires  that  the  expense  book  of  the  bank, 
with  the  vouchers,  showing  the  expenses  of  the  bank,  incurred 
by  a resolution  of  the  30th  November,  1830,  and  the  lllh  March, 
1831,  be  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee  of  inves- 
tigation. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  them,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, without  a division  being  called  for. 

Notice  being  gieen  to  the  committee  of  the  board  of  directors 
that  the  committee  of  investigation  were  ready  to  receive  them, 
they  attended,  and  the  chairman  stated  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  board,  “that  the  committee  had 
directed  a copy  of  the  resolution  requested  by  them,  to  be  fur- 
nished;” which  was  thereupon  furnished  to  Mr.  Sergeant  by 
the  secretary. 

The  chairman  also  staled  to  Mr.  Sergeant,  that  other  books 
and  papers  were  specifically  required  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, specifying  to  him  those  required  by  Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Mason  and  himself.  The  committee  of  the  board  then  re- 
tired, and  in  a few  minutes  returned;  and  Mr.  Sergeant  staled 
thafhe  was  authorised  by  the  committee  of  the  board  to  offer 
certain  resolutions,  which  he  read. 

Tire  resolutions  here  referred  to  are  in  both  appendi- 
ces, beginning  thus:  “Whereas  it  appears  from  the  re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives,”  &c. 

The  following  also  appear  in  the  majority  appendix, 
and  not  in  the  other: 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  May  9,  1834. 

At  a meeting  of  tht-  board  of  directors,  held  this  day,  the  fol 
lowing  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  board,  having  heard  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  appointed  on  tire  24lh  ultimo,  upon  the  matters  referred 
to  them  this  morning,  do  fully  approve  ami  sanction  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  committee  on  the  7ih  and  8th  instant,  and 
presented  by  them  to  the  eornmitlee  of  investigation. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  cftjumiltee  of 
investigation: 

Committee  room,  May  9,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the,  chairman  of  this  commiiltee,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  terms  and  nrle.s  regulalinir  its  proceedings,  do 
is  ,«ue  a subpoena  duces  tecuin.  to  bo  directed  lo  Nicholas  Biddle, 
p jesidcirl,  Majj.uel  Eyre,  M.rlthcw  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant, 


Charles  Chauncey,  John  S.  Henry,  John  R.  Neff,  Ambrose 
White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  John  Goddard,  James  C.  Fisher,  Law- 
rence Lewis,  John  Holmes  and  William  Platt,  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates,  lo  be  ami  appear  before  this  com- 
mittee, at  their  committee  room  in  the  North  American  hotel, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  12  o’clock  at  noon,  on  Saturday, 
the  lOih  instant,  and  to  bring  with  llietn  the  credit  books  of 
said  bank,  showing  the  indebtedness  of  individuals  to  said  bank 
at  the  pieseiii  liim;. 

Committee  room,  May  10,  1834, 10  o'clock,  M. 

The  following  resolution  was,  on  inoiion,  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  wii)  |.‘rocceil  to  examine  N. 
Biddle,  esq.  president  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States,  touch- 
ing liis  having  acted  under  the  resolutions  of  the  board  ofdirec- 
tors of  the  30ih  November,  1830,  and  the  lltb  March,  1831;  and 
a.s  lo  what  amount  of  money  he  has  expended  under  those  re- 
solutions since  the  30lh  day  of  November,  1833,  lo  this  day. 

At  12  o’clock  at  noon,  Nicholas  Biddle,  esq.  and  Messrs.  Ma- 
nuel Eyre,  Matthew  Newkirk,  John  Sergeant,  Clias.  Chauncey, 
John  S.  Henry,  John  R.  Nelf,  Ambrose  White,  Daniel  W.  Coxe, 
John  Goddard,  Jas.  C.  Fisher,  Lawience  Lewi.s,  John  Holinee 
and  William  Plait,  pre.^ented  tlicmselves  at  the  committee 
room,  and  Mr.  Sergeant  staled  “that  they  came  in  pursuance 
of  the  precept  served  on  them  individually  by  the  marshal,  and 
that  he  would  read  llieir  individual  answer  to  it.” 


EDITORIAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Notwithstanding  the  room  obtained  by  the  supplement 
to  the  present  sheet,  we  do  not  seem  to  have  diminished 
the  stock  of  articles  that  have  been  laid  on  the  table  for 
insertion' — among  which  are  sundry  things  of  our  own 
make. 

The  other  day,  when  wondering  wliat  had  become  of 
Mr.  Clay^s  report  on  the  public  lands,  with*  reference  to 
the  bill  which  had  passed  both  houses,  and  was  returned 
to  the  senate,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States — we 
met  with  it  in  our  old  friend  Wilson’s  paper,  the  “Steu- 
benville Gazette!”  The  subject  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance, and  for  several  reasons,  and  ought  to  be  widely 
spread  before  the  people.  Of  course  it  shall  have  a spee- 
dy place  in  the  Registek. 

The  majorities  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
deciding  the  great  questions  presented  to  that  body,  were 
not,  a short  time  ago,  expected  either  by  the  friends  or 
opponents  of  the  administration:  and  the  preference  given 
to  Mr.  Jiell,  over  Mr.  Polk,  as  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  is  thought  liy  some  a strong  indication 
of  an  altered  feeling  in  that  body;  which,  if  to  be  elected 
now,  would  surely  have  a very  different  political  cha- 
racter. 

We  have  made  a tabular  statement  of  the  ballots  taken 
in  the  house  of  representatives  for  speaker,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  who  resigned  both  his  office  and  mem- 
bership in  the  house,  on  Monday  last.  On  the  10th  bal- 
lot, Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  a worthy  gentleman;  and 
who  will  make  an  able  speaker,  we  think,  was  chosen  by 
a handsome  majority  over  Mr.  Polk,  who  was  the  “ad- 
ministration” candidate  proper:  but  when  the  prevailing 
party  was  compact,  Mr.  Stevenson  obtained  a majority 
of  C6 — or  142  to  76;  noM'  Mr.  Bell  had  a majority  of  36 
over  Mr.  Polk,  or  114  to  78,  some  scattering  votes  being 
given.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Sutherland  made  a cal- 
culation on  the  chair,  when  lie  consented  to  be  a candi- 
date and  to  resign  Iris  judgeship  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Stevenso7i,  as  minister  to  England 
being  then  also  calculated — but  he  made  a poor  poll.  * 
It  is  remarked,  that  the  house  did  not  pass  any  compli- 
mentary vote  lo  Mr.  and  that  Mr.  Bell,  on 

taking  the  chair,  made  no  reference  to  him,  in  his  brief 
remarks  on  that  occasion.  These  are  singular  omissions. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Topfjan,  nominated  as  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  Ohio,  has  been  rejected  by  the  se- 
nate; and  said  that  after  Mr.  Gort/on’s  rejection  by  tJie 
senate,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans,  the  president  named 
his  son,  a young  man,  for  that  important  ]ilace.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  senate  has  yet  acted  on  the  nomination 
of  young  Gordon.  We  believe  this  proceeding  has  no 
precedent.  The  son,  it  seems,  is  the  present  deputy  of  the 
father,  and  tlie  father,  in  case  he  [the  son]  should  be  ap- 
pointed, would  probably  become  the  dejiuty  of  the  son- 

“all  in  the  family.”  Had  such  a thing  happened  seven 
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years  ago,  what  would  have  been  said  of  it?  The  senate 
will  not  appoint  the  son,  having  rejected  the  father. 

We  have  now  been  twice  disappointed  in  obtaining 
room  fora  brief  speech  of  Mr.  J^audain,  of  Delaware, 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  wlien  he  had  occasion 
-to  refer  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  “democrats”  of 
New  Castle  county — to  which  is  appended  some  plain 
remarks  of  our  own  on  the  same  subject,  and  in  relation 
to  persons  and  things  long  past.  The  articles  alluded  to 
will  probably  have  a place  in  the  next  number. 

Speaking  of  Delaware,  we  may  notice  that  a meeting 
of  40t)  of  tlie  young  men  of  New  Castle  county  was  held 
at  the  “Red  Lion  inn,”  the  old  “democratic”  place  for 
holding  county  meetings,  on  Saturday  last.  We  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  several  of  them,  and  knew  the 
lathers  of  many  others,  whose  names  are  given.  This 
meeting  and  the  proceedings  had  at  it,  composed  as  it 
was,  will  speak  to  the  “democracy”  of  the  county,  at  the 
polls  in  October  next,  a language  that  cannot  be  mistaken. 

A letter  was  received  and  read  at  this  meeting  from 
Richard  H.  Rayard,  esq.  son  of  the  late  James  A.  Bay- 
ard, assigning  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  his  support 
from  gen.  Jackson’s  administration,  and  ‘uniting  himself, 
with  the  whig  party  in  sustaining  the  constitution  and 
laws.”  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Bayard  has  also 
been  published: 

Wilmington,  June  ’id,  1834. 

Sir:  In  the  fall  of  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  two 
I was  elected  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 
for  the  term  of  four  years. 

My  name  was  presented  at  that  time  to  the  people  of  New 
Castle  county,  by  the  Jackson  party  as  one  of  their  candidates 
for  that  office,  and  my  election  was  of  course  owing  to  their 
strength  in  the  county. 

The  recent  measures  of  the  party  as  well  as  some  of  the  doc- 
trines of  president  Jackson,  as  their  chief,  in  relation  to  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  executive  department  of 
the  federal  government,  being,  in  my  humble  opinion,  repug- 
nant to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  having  a ten- 
dency to  change  the  nature  of  our  institutions,  prevent  my  con- 
tinuing to  be  any  longer  one  of  its  members. 

Under  these  circumstances  I cannot  reconcile  with  my  own 
sense  of  propriety  the  further  occupation  of  an  office  which  was 
obtained  through  their  means,  and  which  they  may  suppose 
would  be  still  within  their  control,  if  it  were  an  open  question. 

I therefore,  sir,  hereby  resign  my  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  state 
of  Delaware.  I have  the  honor  to  be  very  repectfiilly,  your 
Ob’t  servant,  R.  H.  Bayard. 

Joshua  Burton,  esq.  speaker 
of  the  senate  of  the  state  of  Delaware, 

The  result  of  various  late  elections,  and  the  excited 
feeling  that  prevails  among  the  people,  shews,  as  we  have 
always  contended  would  be  the  case,  that  party  politics 
are  being,  or  about  to  be,  discarded,  in  considerations  that 
peach  the  heart  and  home  of  every  man,  unless  a petted 
office-holder,  or  others  living  upon  fixed  incomes.  The 
great  question  is  not  now  “Jackson”  or  “anti-Jackson,” 
though  these  words  are  still  used  to  express  ideas — it  is 
whether  our  late  public  safety  and  private  prosperity, 
under  just  interpretations  of  the  constitution  and  a whole- 
some administration  of  the  laws,  shall  he  restored — or, 
the  present  confused  and  alarming  state  of  the  public 
mind  and  increase  of  private  suffering,  caused  by  a per- 
severance in  the  rash  and  ill-advised  acts  of  one  man,  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  permitted  to  con- 
tinue and  extend  the  general  excitement  and  general  dis- 
tress— and  so  the  people,  the  sovereign  people,  will  soon 
decide  upon  it,  the  blind  leadings  and  abject  followings 
of  mere  party  men  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  See, 
for  an  example,  the  state  of  things  at  Utica,  New  York, 
as  made  known  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Beardsley's  pro- 
ceedings concerning  a certain  memorial  from  Otieida 
county.  See  the  unity  of  all  classes  of  persons,  except  at- 
torneys, on  these  matters.  It  is  so,  or  will  be  so,  every 
where,  among  business  men  of  all  descriptions — and  of 
persons  who  have  a settled  stake  in  the  societies  in  which 
they  live. 

An  election  was  held  on  the  29th  ult.  to  fill  the  seat  in 
congress  vacated  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Dennis,  a repre- 
sentative from  J[faryland,  and  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
Mr.  John,  JV*.  Steele,  (anti-Jackson)  by  an  unprecedented 
majority. 


This  district  is  composed  of  Dorchester,  Somerset  and 
Worcester  counties,  and,  at  the  election  of  1833,  gave 
Mr.  Dennis  a majority  of  only  210  votes. 

1 83.3.  1 834. 

Dennis.  Sterwart.  Steele.  Stewart. 


Dorchester 

— 

106  7naj. 

401  — maj. 

Somer.set 

432 

• 

366  — 

Worcester 

— 

116 

311  — 

Dennis’s  maj. 

432 

222 

210 

222  Steele’s  maj. 

1,168 

We  do  not  think  we  venture  much  in  saying,  that  if 
all  the  members  of  congress  from  Maryland  were  now 
to  be  elected,  the  whole  except  one  (if  one  should  re- 
main), would  be  chosen  by  large  majorities  against  the 
measures  of  the  administration. 

William  A.  Bradley,  esq.  has  been  elected  mayor  of 
AVashington — for  Mr.  B.  546;  for  Mr.  Peter  Force  442. 
There  was  no  “administration”  candidate. 

We  can  only  notice  the  June  report  of  the  affairs  of 
bank  of  the  United  States,  to  say,  that  it  is  still  rapid- 
ly gaining  strength,  and  has  increased  its  specie  more 
than  1,100,000  since  1st  of  May — the  amount  now  being 
12,298,333  dollars.  How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that 
the  mighty  means  of  this  institution  to  relieve  the  public, 
dare  not  be  used  because  of  the  war  waged  against  it. 

The  “Albany'  Argus”  copies  a part  of  an  article  from 
the  Register  of  October  10,  1818,  in  which  we  called 
for  the  names  of  the  stockholders  o f the  bank  o f the  Unit- 
ed States,  with  the’ amount  of  the  shares  held  by  each, 
that  the  people  might  know  them,  and  see  the  influences 
under  which,  indivrdually,  whether  in  or  out  of  congress, 
they  acted;  and  from  this  article  would  make  an  argument 
that  the  committee,  recently  at  Philadelpliia,  was  right  in 
demanding  a possession  of  the  books  of  the  bank,  and 
copies  of  i\\&  private  correspondence  of  members  of  con- 
gress, on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  business  or  affairs  of 
the  bank!  This  reminds  us  of  a quaint  saying  which  we 
think  runs  thus — ’’•Ifhis  name  is  John,  call  him  Pettr.” 
The  article  alluded  to  had  exclusive  reference  to  the 
stockholders,  some  of  whom  were  believed  to  have  obtain- 
ed, (as  was  really  the  case),  enormous  discounts  or 
accommodations  on  hypothecations  of  the  stock  of  the 
bank — whereby  much  public  embarrassment  was  caused 
for  their  particular  benefit.  We  called  for  those  names-— 
for  we  desired  that  all  men  should  see  the  “length  and 
breadth”  of  the  proceedings  alluded  to;  and  still  insist  on 
it,  that  such  monopolizations  of  the  stock  were  PUBLIC 
matters — and  so  they  have  since  been  considered,  for  lists 
of  the  stockholders  have  been  freely  published;  and  the 
call  that  we  made,  though  not  satisfied  at  the  time,  has 
been  complied  with  by  the  reformed  administration  of 
the  bank,  without  scruple. 

Now  as  this  was  the  whole  scope  of  the  article  of 
October,  1818 — having  reference  only  to  the  stockholders, 
considering  them  responsible  “at  the  bar  of  the  public  rea- 
son,” what  is  the  nature  of  an  argument  that  would  ap- 
ply the  remarks  made  by  us  concerning  them  as  public 
persons,  to  the  private  affairs  of  the  bank,  or  \\\e  private 
correspondence  of  individuals  with  it? 

It  is  not  worth  the  while  to  speak  further  on  this  sub- 
ject, unless  to  say,  if  a change  of  opinion  had  taken  place, 
the  editor  of  the  “Argus”  might  have  found  an  excuse 
for  it  in  his  own  changed  opinions  of  the  “republicanism” 
of  '■’■Mister  Jackson,”  in  1824,  and  his  daily'  proclama- 
tions of  the  republicanism  of  president  Jackson  in  1834, 
&c. 

We  observe  that  the  “Feds,”  or  officers'  paper  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, has  also  published  the  article  from  the  “Re- 
gister.” It  says  that  it  “gives  the  whole"  of  it.  This  is 
not  even  half-true.  It  is  broken  off  at  a very  comyeme/i/ 
place — for  the  next  paragraph  after  the  quotation  given, 
asks — "And  why  should  not  such  lists  of  the  stockholders 
of  all  the  hanks  be  published  annually,"  &c. 

We  shall  only  add — that,  though  in  the  excitement  of 
the  discussions  in  which  we  were  engaged  some  12  or 
14  years  ago,  we  said  many  things  with  a severity  of 
manner  which,  in  altered  circumstances,  the  judgment 
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does  not  now  altogether  approve,  and  on  account  of  some 
mistakes  honestly  committed — tljere  is  not  a single  prin- 
C2ple\A\A  down  by  us,  in  those  discussions,  that  we  do 
not  yet  entirely  approve,  except  those  which  rested  on 
our  then  entertained  belief  that  the  bank  was  unconstitu- 
tional; and  those  who  quote  w hat  we  said  of  the  bank, 
as  \\.iuas,  are  as  unjust,  (as  has  before  been  observed), 
if  the  comparison  may  be  allowetl,  as  it  would  be,  to 
speak  of  the  apostle  Peter,  as  a base  liar  and  arrant 
coward  and  knave,  because  of  certain  jiartsof  his  conduct 
— from  which  all  the  Christian  world  believes  he  was  re- 
lieved by  a subsequent  adlierence  to  ti-ulli,  and  by  the  con- 
stancy and  valor  with  which  he  proclaimed  it  even  to  his 
own  martyrdom. 

[The  preceding  article  has  been  deferred  two  weeks — 
once  accidentally,  and  once  of  necessity.] 

The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  says  that  an  anti-bank 
memorial  to  congress,  from  Watervliet,  signed  by  187 
persons,  had  on  it  the  names  (which  are  given),  of  19 
public  officers,  17  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  at  the  arsenal,  and  of  two  persons  'who 
signed  it  twice. 

The  “Globe”  of  May  24,  says — 

“A  blasting  mildew  is  suddenly  brought  upon  the  business 
concerns  of  the  country,  and  a prostration  of  trade  and  credit, 
to  an  extent  supposed  to  have  been  hitherto  unknown,  is  by 
some  means  eflected.” 

The  veteran  printer  and  editor,  col.  William  Dnarie, 
has  issued  proposals  for  “reviving  and  publishing  the 
Aurora,”  at  eight  dollars  by  the  year,  payable  half  year- 
ly- 

The  proposed  editor  wishes  it  understood  that  this 
paper  w'ill  be  conducted  on  the  old  principles  of  the 
“Aurora,”  of  1798;  and  he  says,  that — 

“No  compromise  will  bo  made  of  principles  for  subscriptions 
or  advertising,  nor  any  private  or  public  interference  submitted 
to,  incompatible  with  the  social  interests  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press. 

“If  the  Aurora  be  revived,  it  must  be  by  the  people  at  large, 
not  by  any  combinations  with  partial  views;  when  there  are  no 
ether  funds  or  facilities,  the  resources  can  only  be  found  in  the 
support  of  the  great  body  of  the  people— in  the  public  hdelity  to 
itself.” 

We  heartily  wish  that  our  old  friend  may  receive  the 
fulness  of  public  support;  and,  to  assist  in  rendering  it, 
we  are  ready  to  receive  and  forward,  free  of  expense, 
subscriptions  for  the  revived  “Aurora,”  though  not  spe- 
cially authorised  so  to  do,  nor  particularly  acquainted 
with  the  intentions  of  col.  D.  unless  as  stated  in  his  pub- 
lic prospectus. 

The  French  brig  of  war  Cuirassier,  has  arrived  at  New 
York,  with  despatches  for  the  government  of  the  Unit-’ 
ed  States. 

Edward  Lloyd,  esq.  formerly  governor  of  Maryland, 
senator  in  congress,  &c.  &c.  died  at  Annapolis  on  Mon- 
day last,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

Meetings  of  the  people,  and  conventions  of  delegates 
appointed  by  them,  are  yet  the  “order  of  the  day.”  An 
unusual  degree  of  excitement  prevails,  and  will  gather 
strength  as  the  autumn  elections  are  approached.  In 
Maine,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Georgia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  perhaps  New  Hampshire,  Alabama, 
Illinois  and  Mississippi,  some  of  the  severest  political 
battles  ever  fought  will  probably  take  place — the  rest  of 
the  states  may  be  considered  at  /u-esenf  decided,  one  way 
or  another;  but  still  much  will  depend  upon  the  ground 
taken  by  different  parties,  and  the  persons  offered  for 
the  suffrages  of  the  peojde.  The  preparations  making 
remind  us  of  the  contests  of  1797-1800,  when  seemingly 
every  man  wa«  acting  as  one  of  a “committee  of  vigi- 
lance.” 

Several  great  “whig”  meetings  have  been  held  in  New 
York — that  at  Ithaca  was  very  large;  and  this  party  also 
claims  some  new  “victories”  in  that  state.  A very  nu- 
merously attended  “Jackson”  convention  has  been  held 
at  Trenton,  New-  Jersey;  at  w'hich  w'ere  passed  many 
earnest  resolutions  in  support  of  the  present  administra- 
tion of  the  general  government.  And  on  the  27th  ult.  a 
conve  ntion  of  delegates  from  every  county  in  the  state  of 


Pennsylvania,  four  excepted,  was  held  at  Harrisburgh, 
of  which  gen.  Henry  Frick  was  appointed  chairman  for 
the  organization  of  the  bo<ly,  when  Joseph  JMivrence,  of 
Washington  county,  (forinei  ly  a distinguished  member 
of  congress),  was  elected  president,  and  J\'er  JMiddle~ 
stcarlh,  Henry  Frick,  and  several  otliers  appointed  vice 
presidents,  willi  six  secretaries,  many  of  w hom  had  re- 
cently been  among  tlie  w armest  SJipporters  of  the  present 
administration.  'I'he  business  of  the  convention  was 
opened  by  John  Serfftant,  of  Philadelpliia,  and  judge 
Reed,  ot  Cumberland,  &c.  The  members  in  attendance 
were  more  than  200. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  draft  resolutions — to 
prepare  an  address  to  the  peo[)le  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
memorial  to  congress,  and  one  also  to  bear  it  to  \N'ash- 
iugton.  The  resolutions,  address  and  memorial  are 
strong  papers — but  cannot  be  made  room  for.  The 
character  of  the  whole  may  be  gathered  from  the  third 
resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Tlmi  in  the  next  elections  for  congress  and  the  le- 
gislature, it  be  deemed  an  indispensable  qualification  of  candi- 
dates, that  they  are  heartily  opposed  to  executive  usurpation, 
truly  attached  to  the  representative  system  as  established  by 
the  constitution,  and  ready  to  support  the  rightful  authority  of 
both  houses  of  congress,  against  the  encroachments,  menaces 
and  assaults  of  the  executive. 

The  committee  of  thirty,  lo  bear  the  memorial  to 
Washington,  met  iti  that  city  on  Monday  morning  last. 
It  is  composed  of  persons  whose  names  are  familiar  in 
Pennsylvania.  Jo/m  Sergeant  is  chairman.  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  proceedings  of  congress  that  the  memorial 
was  presented  and  referred,  &c.  in  the  senate,  on  Tues- 
day last. 

It  is  stated  that  between  70  and  80  members  of  this 
convention  were,  until  recently,  leading  and  decided 
friends  of  the  .ndministi-ation.  No  nomination  for  go- 
vernor, See.  was  made,  so  far  in  advance,  but  arrange- 
ments were  entered  into  for  tl»at  purpose  at  a future 
meeting,  and  a spirit  manifested  that  such  nominations 
will  obtain  the  support  of  all  parties  now  in  opposition 
to  the  present  administration. 

There  has  also  been  a great  “whig  festival”  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  honor  of  the  “victories”  in  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia— at  which  from  3,000  to  4,000  persons  are  said  to 
liave  been  present.  Judge  Burnett,  late  of  the  senate  of 
the  U.  S.  presided  over  the  feast,  and  there  was  music, 
and  discharges  of  100  guns,  and  toasts  in  high  style,  with 
speeches,  &c.  to  the  full. 

Mr.  Joseph  White,  of  Baltimore,  has  declined  the 
place  of  bank  director,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed 
by  the  president  and  senate,  and  it  was  reported  in  Phi- 
ladelphia that  Mr.  Roberts  Vavx  w ould  not  serve.  Mr. 
Alley,  of  New  York,  has  accepted,  and  E.  D.  Ingraham, 
clerk  to  the  investigating  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Rush,  has 
been  named  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Horn,  rejected — but  not 
yet  approved  by  the  senate. 

Mr.  Saul  Alley,  of  New  York,  having  consented  to 
serve  as  a director,  a few  days  ago  presented  himself  at 
the  office  of  the  bank  in  N.  York,  in  the  board  of  which 
he  claimed  a seat.  He  was  informed  that  no  notice  had 
been  received  of  his  appointment — on  which  he  produc- 
ed a commission;  it  was  then  said,  that  the  powers  con- 
ferred or  duties  enjoined  by  that  commission  were  only 
to  be  exerted  at  the  bank  in  Philadelphia — that  no  mem- 
ber of  the  parent  board  had  ever  attended  a board  of  one 
of  the  offices  as  a matter  of  right,  unless  specially  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  nor  voted  on  any  occasion,  &c. 
After  a minute  had  been  made  on  the  proceedings,  de- 
nying a right  in  Mr.  Alley  to  a seat  at  the  board,  he  with- 
drew. 

Much  is  said  in  the  New  York  papers  concerning  this 
matter.  The  issue  of  a commission  is  said  to  be  a new 
thing,  and  that  the  rule  heretofore  was  to  notify  the  pre- 
sident of  the  bank  at  Philadelphia  of  the  appointment  of 
directors  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates,  who  thereup- 
on notified  the  offices,  with  a request  that,  (as  with  re- 
spect to  all  the  directors  of  the  general  board),  they  [the 
offices]  w ould  invite  them  to  a seat  at  the  board,  but 
without  the  right  of  voting  on  any  question  that  might 
come  up  before  it.  It  is  supposed  that  “the  govern- 
ment” has  refused  to  communicate  with  the  bank,  on 
this  occasion. 


244 


NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  7,  1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


On  the  presentation  of  a memorial  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  &c.  from  the  rich  and  populous,  and, 
hitherto,  exceedingly  prosperous  county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  Heardsley,  who  was  elected  by  a small  majority, 
and  now  misrepresents  it,  addressing  the  speaker  of  the 
house,  said — 

“Sir,  let  us  note  the  language  of  this  letter — [one  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Seldeti],  it  slates  that  the  memorial  has 
been  approved  and  adopted  by  the  business  men  of 
Utica.  As  I reside  in  Utica,  1 ought  to  know  some- 
thing of  its  business  population.  I have  looked  at  the 
signatures  to  the  memorial,  and  I aver  that  a very  large 
number  and  proportion  of  the  active  business  population 
of  that  place,  have  not  signed  the  memorial.” 

Some  of  the  citizens  of  Utica,  the  names  of  several^  of 
whom  are  familiar  to  us  from  “times  lang  syne,”  have 
taken  up  this  subject,  and  addressed  another  letter  to  Mr. 
Selden,  (too  long  for  insertion),  the  substance  of  which 
is,  that  they  have  ascertained,  (and  in  a way  that  appears 
to  admit  of  no  matter  for  controversy,  as  stated  by  them), 
that  the  whole  number  of  business-men  in  Utica — that 
is,  of  persons  -who  have  ^‘shops  or  knoivn  places  of  busi- 
ness’* in  that  city,  is  432;  and  that  of  these  358  signed  the 
memorial  discredited  by  Mr.  Beardsley.  The  various 
trades  and  professions  are  put  down,  thus — 


Whole  JVo.  Sig'nei's. 

Blacksmiths, 17 15 

Bakers,. 8 7 

Butchers, 12 12 

Carpenter  and  joiners, 25 25 

Dry  good  merchants, 41 40 

Hardware  do 9 9 

Forwarding  merchants, 9 9 

Grocers, 23 17 

Stage  proprietors, 6 6 

Physicians, 14 10 

Lawyers, 41 27 

Masons  and  stone  cutters, 14 13 

And  so  on  through  a long  list. 


We  refer  to  this  matter  chiefly  to  shew  what  are  the 
opinions  of  business  men,  as  to  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment— for  thus  it  is  every  where.  In  Baltimore,  as 
stated  in  page  81,  of  the  present  vol.  foranother  instance, 
the  memorial  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites  was 
signed  by  183  business-firms,  whereas  that  on  the  other 
side,  wasl  signed  by  only  six  business-firms — and  of  the 
former  we  knew,  or  could  easily  locate,  176— -of  the  latter 
only  one;  and  of  the  first  and  last  100  names  on  the  first 
list  we  could  identify  135  persons,  on  the  same  of  the 
second  list  only  29!*  Mr.  Beardsley  has  received  an 
“instruction”  on  this  subject  that  will  not  be  easily  pass- 
ed over.  Of  the  432  business  persons  at  Utica,  358  were 
signers,  leaving  only  74  for  those  who  refused,  or  were 
absent  from  home,  or  had  not,  for  any  reason,  a disposi- 
tion or  an  ability  to  sign. 

We  may  mention  two  other  cases.  A gentleman  of 
Ohio  recently  called  at  the  office  of  the  Begister,  say- 
ing that  he  had  been  a warm  friend  of  the  administra- 
tion, but  though  he  was  then  about  two  weeks  in  Balti- 
more doing  business,  he  had  not  found  one  “Jackson 
man.”  He  was  informed  that  such  were  scarce  among 
business  men,  whether  dealers,  mechanics  or  manufac- 
tures. And  recently,  in  70  cabin  passengers  in  the  steam- 
boat Ellen  Douglas,  as  we  learn  by  a Louisville  paper, 
it  was  ascertained  that  every  man  was  opposed  to  the 
measures  of  the  administration,  though  several  of  them 
had  been  among  its  supporters  up  to  the  time  of  the  as- 
sault on  the  bank,  &c. 

The  average  “Jackson”  majority  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  out  of  323,393  votes,  in  1832,  was  12,040,  of 
which  latter  the  city  of  New  York  furnished  5,514.  It 
is  shewn  that  the  late  elections  in  the  cities  of  New 
York,  Albany  and  Troy,  only,  have  comparatively  re- 
duced the  whole  majority  of  12,040  to  5,888 — and,  wilh- 


*It  appears,  however,  that  a greater  proportion  than  we  had 
expected  of  the  signers  of  this  memorial  are  the  names  of  real 
persons!  The  weekly  applications  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws  of  Maryland,  are  from  12  to 
16 — and  on  almost  every  weekly  list  we  find  the  names  of  from  3 
to  5 of  the  signers  of  that  memorial;  who  thus  admit  that  there 
is  a pressure,  and  so  relieve  themselves  of  it. 


out  reference  to  such  reduction,  it  is  said  that  the  change 
of  eight  votes  in  every  township  or  ward  in  the  stale, 
will  make  an  entire  change  in  the  political  character  of 
the  state,  at  the  November  elections — for  which  the  ad- 
verse parties  are  making  great  preparations. 

A pair  of  horses,  attached  to  a light  wagon,  were 
trotted  100  miles,  in  10  successive  hours,  round  the 
trotting  course,  near  New  York,  and  had  2 m.  25  sec.  to 
spare.  Heavy  bets  were  depending  on  the  issue  of  this 
performance.  The  horses,  in  the  last  twenty  miles  suf- 
fered dreadfully,  and  are  said  to  have  been  very  severely 
used. 

It  has  been  for  some  years  believed  that  a vast  conti- 
nent existed  in  the  south — land  having  been  discovered 
in  different  places,  and  we  all  know  that  the  invincible 
enterprise  and  courage  of  our  “Yankee”  brothers  long 
and  secretly  carried  on  the  fur-seal  fisheries  in  the  south, 
realising  large  profits  from  their  discoveries.  It  now 
appears  that  a vessel  called  the  Tula,  which  had  visited 
Hobart  Town,  tlie  capital  of  Van  Dieman’s  Land,  and 
was  thought  to  be  a pirate  from  the  mystery  which  at- 
tended the  proceedings  of  her  officers  and  crew,  has  fre- 
quently visited  far-southern  lands,  from  the  longitude  of 
Madagascar  to  that  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  and  this 
new  continent  is  supposed  to  extend  from  Ion.  47  east  to 
69  west — and  that,  on  the  2lst  Feb.  1832,  capt.  Briscoe, 
of  the  Tula,  landed  on  an  island  which  he  called  Ade- 
laide, in  honor  of  the  British  queen,  and  then  on  the  con- 
tinent, which  he  took  possession  of  in  the  name  of  his 
king.  The  appearance,  however,  was  one  of  utter  deso- 
lation, there  being  no  vestige  either  of  vegetable  or  ani- 
mal life.  Vast  mountains,  covered  with  snow,  were 
seen  in  all  southern  directions.  Particulars  of  these  dis- 
coveries may  be  expected. 

We  have  sometimes  spoken  of  foreign  paupers  and  fo- 
reign rogues  discharged  upon  our  shores,  in  terms  that 
individuals  have  thought  too  severe— but  such  do  not 
justly  appreciate  the  extent  of  the  evils  which  we  suffer 
from  them.  We  offer  two  examples. 

On  the  1st  May,  inst.  there  were  in  the  New  York 
alms  house  1,693  persons — of  these  460  were  Irish,  140 
English,  47  German,  35  Scotcli,  11  French  and  23  others 
— together  669,  and  there  were  36  whose  country  was 
unknown — leaving  988,  in  which  is  included  the  misera- 
ble free  blacks  that  abound  in  tliat  city. 

The  Pennsylvanian  publishes  the  following  as  extract- 
ed from  a private  letter  to  a gentleman  in  Philadelphia, 
dated,  London,  1st  May,  1834. 

* * * * “Tell  your  police  officers  to  be  on 

■the  look  out — for  there  are  half  a score  of  suspicious  fel- 
lows on  board  the which  sails  for  New  York  to- 

morrow.” 

This  is  too  bad.  We  learn  from  an  intelligent  English 
gentleman,  that  from  the  information  he  had  received  of 
a Bond  street  officer  in  London,  the  day  before  his  em- 
barkation for  this  country;  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that 
gangs  of  pickpockets  in  London,  despatched  an  agent  to 
this  port  frequently,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
“state  of  business”  here.  No  wonder  that  col.  Hamil- 
ton is  of  the  opinion  there  are  more  pickpockets  in  New 
York  than  London,  when  his  own  country  supplies  tliem. 

[J\r.  Y.  Sun. 

And  we  lately  noticed  a frustration  of  the  design  of  a 
gang  of  murderers  that  were  about  to  honor  us  with  a 
visit. 

The  state  of  things  in  Canada  begins  to  excite  much 
attention  in  the  British  parliament,  and  some  of  the 
members  freejy  express  an  apprehension  that  the  peo- 
ple of  that  important  colony  may  cast  off  their  allegiance, 
and  seek  admission  into  the  American  union.  No  other 
possession  of  the  crown  is  more  important  to  the  navi- 
gating interests  of  Great  Britain  than  the  Canadas.  The 
present  season  has,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  this 
respect — a short  time  since,  and  apparently  in  one  or 
two  days,  the  loss  of  thirteen  vessels,  with  about  six  hun- 
dred passengers,  chiefly  from  Ireland,  bound  for  Quebec, 
was  heard  of  at  that  port;  and  the  sufferings  of  some 
others  who  escaped  with  their  lives,  were  dreadful.  A 
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msh  of  emigrants  seems  to  have  been  made  at  too  early 
a period  in  the  season.  The  navigation  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence is  exceedingly  dangerous  and  difficult  and  severe,  at 
the  breaking  up  of  a Canadian  winter.  Many  of  those  lost 
were  persons  of  property-having  from  2 to  £3,000  in 
gold,  which  was  lost  with  them.  We  have  not  room  for 
the  details.  The  cholera,  also,  had  carried  off  some  of 
the  passengers. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  more  than  8,000  emi- 
grants had  arrived  at  Quebec  in  the  present  season,  up  to 
the  27th  May!  Up  to  the  same  day  last  year,  the  num- 
ber was  only  1,109. 

BANKS  AND  BANKING,  MONEY,  &C. 

We  publish  the  statement  of  the  aflairs  of  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, as  presented  to  the  creditors  by  two  of  the  trustees.  There 
are  several  of  tlie  items  that  invite  the  severest  comments — but 
we  shall  not  offer  them  now,  for  general  reasons  assigned  a few 
weeks  since.  The  present  selling  price  of  the  notes  of  this 
bank,  and  its  certificates  of  deposites,  is  about,  or  less  than  40 
cents  in  the  dollar,  at  w hich  rate  the  debtors  of  the  bank  have 
satisfied  heavy  claims  against  them. 

The  affairs  of  the  United  States  Insurance  company,  of  Balti- 
more, which  failed  soon  after  the  bank  of  Maryland,  have  been 
brought  before  the  county  court  by  an  injunction  on  behalf  of 
the  creditors — and,  after  certain  strange  developements,  and  the 
argument  of  counsel,  three  gentlemen  were  appointed  receivers, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors.  It  is  presumed  that  they  will 
also  publish  a statement. 

The  concerns  of  the  Maryland  Savings  Institution  do  not  ap- 
pear quite  as  bad  as  they  did,  and  depositors  are  expected  to 
receive  a larger  dividend  than  was  at  first  hoped  for.  It  seems, 
however,  agreed,  that  the  stock  of  the  institution  is  w'orihless. 
The  present  price  of  certificates  of  deposite,  are  from  65  to  70 
cents  in  the  dollar. 

The  failure  of  the  bank  of  Salisbury,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland,  has  been  followed  by  that  of  the  bank  of  Millington.* 
The  branch  of  the  old  Farmers  bank,  at  Easton,  remains  firm, 
and  bears  its  usual  good  credit,  except  that  the  people  of  the 
Eastern  Shore,  in  many  instances,  reject  all  bank  paper,  except 
that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  Washington  Globe  states  that  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
present  year  will  probably  exceed  the  estimates  full  6,000,000 
dollars,  and  that  the  revenue  from  imposts  alone  will  probably 
show  an  excess  over  the  estimates  of  more  than  $2,000,000. 

[There  has  been  a considerable  increase  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  but  if  the  customs  shall  give  only  two  millions  on 
the  estimate,  we  are  much  at  a loss  to  conjecture  the  sources 
from  whence  the  four  other  millions  are  to  be  derived.  We  ra- 
ther suppose  there  is  some  mistake  in  this  matter,  and  that  an 
excess  over  the  estimate  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
will  not  carry  its  proportion  through  the  other  quarters  of  the 
year,  on  account  of  the  reduced  amount  of  engagements  made 
in  consequence  of  the  contraction  and  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency ^^Noits  verronsl”'] 

There  have  been  some  very  extensive  forgeries  at  New  Or- 
leans, and  a large  deficit  has  been  discovered  in  the  “Conso- 
lidated Association  bank” — the  cashier  and  two  clerks  of  w'hich 
bad  been  arrested  and  held  to  25,000  dollars  bail,  each — but  hav'? 
since  disappeared. 

The  Mechanics  bank  at  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  has  stopped 
payment. 

Though  money  is  so  plentiful  in  England  as  to  be  loaned  al2i 
and  3 per  cent,  per  annum,  the  “New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce” informs  that  large  quantities  of  American  stocks  are 
coming  from  abroad  for  sale  here!  This  is  an  important  fruit  of 
the  baneful  “experiment”  that  is  going  on,  and  has  succeeded  in 
crushing  “credit”  in  a wonderful  manner.  If  it  is  much  longer 
persisted  in,  there  will  be  a much  lessened  complaint  about 
foreign  holders  of  our  stocks — provided  always,  they  can  find 
American  purchasers  of  them;  and  millions  of  capital  that  we 
have  used  with  incalculable  advantage,  will  be  retired  from  us. 
To  prevent  such  results  has  been  the  steady  policy  of  all  the 
statesmen  who  preceded  the  present  party  in  power,  and  w’ill 
be  the  policy  of  those  who  succeed  them:  for  the  United  States, 
if  prosperous,  will  long  need  foreign  capital  to  aid  in  the  clear- 
ing and  settling  of  our  wild  lands,  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factories, and  the  making  of  roads  and  canals,  and  all  those  new 
things  winch  a growing  and  expanding  population  requires. 


TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS-FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

May  30.  The  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  certain  gold  and 
silver  coins,  was  considered,  twice  read  and  referred. 


■‘It  is  since  stated  that  this  bank  only  suspended  payment  for 
a few  days,  in  consequence  of  the  election  of  anew  board  of  di- 
rectors—some  of  whom  were  objectionable  to  many  of  the  stock- 
holders; but  that  as  these  had  resigned,  and,  the  old  ones  being 
restored,  the  bank  would  speedily  resume  its  usual  business. 


The  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  marine  corps  was 
considered,  amended  so  as  to  abolish  the  right  in  future  to  bre- 
vet rank,  not  only  in  the  marine  corps  but  in  the  army  gene- 
rally, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Clay  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  take  up  his  reso- 
lutions on  ihe  subject  of  the  public  deposites;  but  the  chair  de- 
ciding his  motion  out  of  order,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would 
call  them  up  again  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  making  a grant  of  lands  to  establish  an  institution 
for  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  was  read  the  second  time  and 
laid  on  the  table.  The  senate  then  adjourned. 

May  31.  On  motion  of  Mr.£iting,  the  bill  to  settle  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio  was  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers  the  bill  providing  indemnity  for 
French  spoliations  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  next 
Monday  week. 

After  considering  and  disposing  of  several  bills  of  a private  or 
local  character,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  2.  Memorials,  &c.  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  deposites  were  presented  by  Mr.  McJTcan,  of  Pa.  from 
the  democratic  free  association  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia;  by  Mr.  Sprague,  from  450  citizens  of  Augusta, 
Maine;  by  Mr.  Clay,  from  5 or  600  citizens  of  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky;  by  Mr.  Southard,  from  Gloucester,  N.  J.;  which 
were  severally  read,  referred,  8ic. 

Mr.  Southard  presented  two  memorials  and  proceedings  from 
the  county  of  Hunterdon,  and  from  the  state  convention  re- 
cently held  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  approving  the  measures  of  the 
executive,  condemning,  in  strong  terms,  the  course  of  the  two 
senators  from  that  state,  and  particularly  condemning  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 
A debate  ensued,  in  which  the  printing  and  reference  of  these 
resolutions  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Ewing  and  Poin- 
dexter, and  supported  by  Messrs.  Forsyth  and  Chambers. 

Mr.  Clayton  moved  to  lay  the  9th  resolution  of  the  Hunterdon 
proceedings  on  the  table  as  being  exceptionable  and  indecorous. 

Mr.  Fretinghuysen  moved  to  add  the  llih  resolution  as  equally 
indecorous  and  insulting. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table,  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  21,  nays  18. 

Mr.  Grundw  reported  a bill  placing  periodical  pamphlets  on 
the  same  rate  of  postage  as  newspapers,  and  extending  the 
franking  privilege  to  the  chief  engineer  of  the  w-ar  department. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  senate  then  by  a vote  of  24  to  16, 
took  up  the  joint  resolutions  moved  by  him  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  deposites;  when 

Mr.  Clay  expressed  his  wish  that  no  unnecessary  time  would 
be  taken  up  in  their  discussion;  but  that  they  might  be  passed 
upon  this  day.  He  did  not  intend  to  sa’y  a word  unless  the 
course  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  should  render  it 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  senate  at  length,  and  moved  inde- 
finitely to  postpone  the  resolulion.s,  proposing,  if  that  motion 
should  prevail,  to  submit,  as  a substitute,  an  amendment  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  the  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Polk  in  the  other 
house,  providing  for  the  future  disposition  of  the  public  revenue 
in  the  state  banks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  question  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  follows,  yeas 

13,  nays  29. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  ‘^Resolved’*  and  inserting  the  whole  of  the 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Polk  in  the  house  of  representatives. 

A discussion  ensued  in  which  Messrs.  Clayton,  Wright,  Clay, 
Shepley  and  Benton  partici(»ated;  and  the  question  being  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  Mr.  Benton's  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas 

14,  nays  31. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  commit  the  resolutions  to  the  commit- 
tee of  finance  with  instructions  to  report  an  amendment,  regu- 
lating the  deposites  of  public  money  in  Ihe  state  banks. 

On  this  amendment  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  amend,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Shepley,  White,  Wil- 
kins, Wright — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  McKean,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tipton, Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster— 32. 

Mr.  Forsyth  asked  for  a division  of  the  resolutions,  and  read 
a resolution  which  he  would  offer  as  a substitute  if  the  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  would  give  him  their  support.  The  re- 
solution authorised  the  issuing  of  a scire  facias  to  try  the  bank 
on  certain  counts  that  were  specified. 

Mr.  Clay  could  not  take  the  resolution  as  a substitute  for  his; 
but  would  give  the  gentleman  his  entire  support,  if  he  would 
bring  forward  a distinct  proposition  for  issuing  a scire  facias  to 
try  whether  the  bank  has  or  has  not  violated  its  charter.  For 
such  a proposition  he  would  give  the  gentleman  a carte  blanche 
to  fill  up  as  he  pleased. 

Mr.  Webster  signified  his  assent  to  this  statement,  and  Mr. 
Clayton  was  also  willing  to  give  his  vote  to  any  distinct  propo- 
sition for  a scire  facias,  founded  on  a report  of  the  committee 
of  the  house. 
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Mr.  Forsyth  said  he  had  not  intended  to  ijress  for  a scire  facias; 
he  would  not  move  it  distinctly,  but  was  willing  to  make  it  as  a 
substitute,  it  would  occasion  much  distress,  and  he  was  willing 
to  share  the  responsibility  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Clayton  said  there  was  a retiort  of  a committee  on  which 
a scire  facias  might  issue;  or  the  president  could,  of  himself, 
issue  one. 

Mr.  Forsyth  admitted  the  course  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Delaware  was  the  correct  one;  but  he  could  not  advise 
the  president;  he  had  no  connexion  witii  him. 

Alter  a few  more  remarks  by  iMr.  Clayton,  and  a short  reply 
by  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fur  a third  leading;  and  then  the  semite  adjourned. 

June  3.  Mr.  McKean  said,  a committee  of  thirty  citizens  of 
the  first  respectability,  from  various  seclious  ol'  Pennsylvania, 
all  of  whom,  he  believed,  were  now  in  the  lobby  of  the  senate, 
had  honored  him  by  putting  into  his  charge  ti  memorial  to  be 
presented  to  the  senate,  signed  by  more  than  200  delegates  fiom 
the  different  counties  of  that  state,  who  assembled  <it  Harris- 
burgh,  the  seat  of  government,  on  the  27ih  ult.,  to  consult  as  to 
the  causes  of  public  distress  and  mode  of  relief.  And  though, 
he  said,  a difference  of  political  opinion,  as  well  as  on  ques- 
tions of  abstract  expediency,  existed  between  a portion  of  the 
memorialists  and  himself,  it  W'as  nevertheless  his  desire  to  re- 
present them  fairly,  and  it  was  no  less  his  pride  than  his  duty 
to  say,  that  this  convention  comprised  as  much  of  respectabili- 
ty, talent,  and  weight  of  public  and  private  character,  as  any 
convention  of  men  that  had  assembled  any  where  within  his 
knowledge,  and  whose  experience  entitled  their  opinions  to 
the  most  respectful  consideiaiion. 

He  had  been  furnished  with  a slalcmentshewing  the  general, 
as  well  as  political  complexion  of  ihe  convention,  and  he  took 
occasion  to  say,  that  the  latter  was  corroborated  by  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  facts  as  stated.  'I’he  whole  number  of  dele- 
gates present  was  209;  of  this  number, 75  were  original  Jackson 
men,  about  30  of  whom  supported  general  Jackson  in  1832. 
Delegates  were  appointed  fr.om  48  counties,  and  delegates  were 
in  actual  attendance  from  44  counties,  including  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  accidents  having  prevented  the  attendance  from 
the  other  4.  He  had  been  particularly  instructed  to  say,  that 
the  entire  proceedings  had  been  distinguished  for  harmony, 
unanimity  and  zeal,  and  that  the  whole,  character  of  the  con- 
vention furnished  the  strongest  evidence  of  a great  political 
change  in  Pennsylvania,  and  a growing  opposition  to  the  recent 
measures  of  the  present  administraiion  of  the  general  govern- 
ment. The  memorial  was  written  with  great  force  and  ability, 
and  condemns,  in  toto,  the  conduct  of  the  executive  branch  of 
the  government  in  reference  to  the  bank;  to  which  cause  they 
ascribe  all  the  present  distresses  of  the  country,  and  ask  con- 
gress for  relief. 

Mr.  McKean  then  presented  the  memorial,  and  moved  that  it 
be  read,  referred  to  the  committee  of  finance  and  printed  with 
the  names. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  a debate  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Webster,  Forsyth  and  Clay  took  part,  and  which  conti- 
nued until  after  3 o’clock,  when  the  memorial  was  referred,  &e. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  house  on  the  subject  of  fixing 
the  30th  June  as  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress  being 
taken  up,  was,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  for  a week  or  two, postponed  until  Monday  next  by  a vote 
of  ayes  25,  nays  22. 

The  joint  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Clay  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  deposUes,  were  then  considered,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  first  one,  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  deposiles  to  be  unsatisfacto- 
ry and  insufficient,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
question  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King,  of 
Geo.,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  McKean,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley^ Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16, 

So  the  first  resolution  was  passed. 

The  second  resolution,  directing  the  restoration  of  the  depo- 
sites  to  the  United  States  bank  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  with  the  assent  of  Mr.  Clay, 
postponed  until  to  morrow. 

After  passing  several  bills  of  a private  or  local  character. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for 
the  year  1834;  and 

The  hill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  marine  corps,  were 
severally  considered,  read  the  third  time  and  passed;  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  4.  Mr.  McKean  presented  a memorial  from  Northamp- 
ton county,  Pennsylvania,  complaining  of  the  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments produced  by  the  removai  of  the  deposites,  and 
praying  congress  to  grant  relief— referred,  &c. 

Mr.  IfVig/if  offered  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  propriety 
of  allowing  to  Mr.  Elisha  R.  Potter  pay  and  mileage  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  up  to  the  time  of  the  decision  of 
the  contest  for  a seat  between  him  and  Mr.  Robbins. 

The  first  of  the  joint  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  con- 
demning the  removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  having  passed  yesterday, 


The  second  resolution  requiring  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  after  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  was  then  considered,  and,  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  Kins,  of  Georgia,  Preston,  Forsyth  and  Benton, 
Mr.  McKean  said  ho  would  say  a word  beVore  the  vote  was 
taken.  After  all  that  had  been  said  both  in  and  out  of  congress 
about  distress  lor  six  moiiihs,  this  was  Ihe  first  and  only  oppor- 
Iiiniiy  afl»)tded  to  any  scn.ilor  to  vote  for  a proposition  stivoring 
of  relief;  and  without  having  changed  his  opinions  in  the  least, 
in  reference  to  tin;  whole  siilqeei,  he  intended  to  vote  for  this 
resolution,  not  because  he  believtid  it  would  produce  essential 
relief,  but  because  a va.-t  majority  of  his  constituents  who  had 
spoki  II  on  the  suli|ect  had  complained  of  deep  distress,  and  ex- 
pressed a coiifideni  belief  that  a restoration  ol  the  deposiles  will 
grant  relief.  'Phis  had  not  been  confined  alone  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  adininistration.  He  considered  it  a question  of 
sheer  exjiediency,  and  one  which  he  presumed  many  of  his 
consiiiuenls  could  judge  of  more  correctly  than  himself,  and 
he  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  oppose  their  will. 

'Pile  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  decided  as  follows:* 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay.  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  iMcKean,  Man- 
gum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston.  Robbins, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Webster— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hill, 
Kane,  King,  of  Alabama.  King,  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Morris,  Ro- 
binson, Slic|)ley,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16. 

So  Ihe  resolutions  were  both  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of 
representatives  for  concurrence. 

After  aiiendimr  to  some  other  business,  the  senate  adjourned. 
June  5.  Mr.  CZar/ presented  the  proceedings  of  a large  and 
respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Scott  county,  Ky.  de- 
nouncing the  claims  to  power  recently  asserted  by  the  president 
— read,  referred,  &c.  At  the  conclusion  of  a few  remarks  made 
by  Mr.  Clay,  he  took  an  opportunity  attain  to  say,  that  it  is  now 
more  than  twelve  months  since  we  had  a secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury appointed  in  the  constitutional  form,  by  the  president  and 
senate,  &c. 

Mr.  Poindexter,  by  leave,  introduced  a bill  providing  for  an  ex- 
tra [early]  session  of  congress — read  a first  and  second  lime,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

'Phe  resolution  relative  to  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  al- 
lowing Elisha  R.  Potior  pay  and  mileage,  was  agreed  to. 

7’he  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Ohio  a quantity  of  land  to  es- 
tablish schools  in  the  We.'tern  Reserve,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  rtrdered  to  a third  reading. 

'Phe  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Preston,  some  days  since, 
relative  to  the  pension  system,  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

'Phe  bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of 
Ohio  was  read  a second  lime  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  joint  re.solutions  for  amending  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  made  a report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

'Phe  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  granting  pen- 
sions to  certain  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  killed  in  battle 
in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States:  and 
'Phe  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  opening  a canal  between 
the  Appalachicola  river  and  the  St.  Andrew’s  bay,  were  seve- 
rally read  a second  time  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.  'Phe  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  May  30.  After  the  reading  of  the  journal — 

Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson  tose  and  informed  the  house  that  he 
had  taken  the  chair  this  morning,  though  still  laboring  under 
severe  and  continued  indisposition,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
the  house,  and  preventing  any  delay  in  its  business;  and  like- 
wise for  the  purpose  of  announcing  his  determination  of  re- 
signing the  speaker’s  chair  and  his  seat  in  congress.  This,  he 
proposed  doing  on  Monday  next  at  11  o’clock.  He  had  formed 
this  resolution  under  a deep  sense  ofduty,  and  because  his  state 
of  health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  (as  must  be  apparent  to 
the  house),  to  discharge  in  person  thd  laborious  duties  of  the 
chair;  and  he  had  therefore  deemed  it  respectful  and  proper  to 
give  this  early  notice  of  his  intention  to  retire. 

Mr.  Heath,  by  leave,  reported  a joint  resolution  authorising  a 
subscription  for  one  hundred  copies  of  W.  B.  Barney’s  chart  of 
foreign  coins. 

Mr.  Chinn  reported  a bill  authorising  a subscription  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  stock  of  the  Alexandria  canal. 

'Phe  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
in  the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election,  whereupon, 

Mr.  Hubbard,  (the  speaker  pro  tern.)  stated  the  question  be- 
fore the  house  to  be  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Jones  to 
that  of  Mr.  Banks,  to  wit,  to  count  the  votes  given  in  Garrard 
county  during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff. 

Mr.  Banks  accepted  Mr.  Jones’  amendment,  and  moved  a 
modification  of  his  resolution,  specifying  the  votes  thus  taken, 
and  for  whom  given. 

Mr.  Letcher  thereupon  rose,  and  addressed  the  house  in  an 
animated  appeal  to  their  justice,  invoked  them  to  come  to  the 
decision  uninfluenced  by  party,  met  the  arguments  of  the  ma- 


[* Absent.  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Qhatnbers,  of 
Md.,  Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama.  ] 


NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  7,  1834— CONGRESS. 


247 


jority  of  the  committee,  and  examined  the  evidence  in  the  ca-e 
with  much  power.  After  ihankiiit;  tlie  coiiimiltee  for  their 
good  feefing  towards  him  vvhicli  had  dictated  the  insertion  of  a 
resolution  reeomtiiending  a pecuniary  aihrwance  of  pay  and 
mileage,  he  declared  his  unalterable  deh  rminaiion  not  to  ac 
cept  any  thing,  unless  the  seat  in  the  house,  claimed  by  him, 
should  be  awarded  to  him. 

Mr.  Letcher  having  spoken  iinlil  past  3 o’clock, 

Mr.  Hamer,  in  order  lo  allow  Mr.  Moore  lime  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Letcher,  moved  that  the  house  now  adjourn,  and  the  house 
thereupon  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Mai/ 31.  Mr.  Mercer  reported  a bill  authorising  ex 
aminatioiis,  surveys  and  estimates  lor  the  construction  of  roads 
and  the  improvement  of  certain  rivers  and  harbors — twice  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Mercer  presented  a resolution  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to,  calling  for  information  respecting  the  cost  of  construct- 
ing the  contemplated  embariknient  across  the  swamps  and 
water  courses  between  a point  on  the  Mississippi  opposite  the 
town  of  Memphis,  in  Tennessee,  and  the  high  ground  west  of 
St.  Francis  river,  and  also  whether  the  road  from  Memphis 
to  Little  Rock  requires  a further  sum  for  its  completion. 

The  bill  giving  the  consent  of  eoniiress  to  an  agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  re- 
specting the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  said  states, 
was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

After  attending  to  various  matters  of  a private  or  local  charac- 
ter— the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports  in 
the  case  of  the  Kentucky  election;  when 

Mr.  Moore  addressed  the  house  at  length  in  support  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  in  vindication  of  his  right  to  a seat 
in  this  house;  and  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Leavitt  moved  for  the  previous  question,  but  tlie  house 
refused  to  second  the  call— ayes  88,  nous  102. 

Mr.  Hardin  rose  and  addressed  the  house,  at  considerable 
length,  in  support  of  .Mr.  Letcher’s  claim  to  the  seat. 

Mr.  McKinZei/ replied,  and  argued  the  case  as  a nuked  ques- 
tion of  law,  ami  in  favor  of.VIr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Chilton  Allan  followed  in  support  of  Mr.  Letcher’s  claim, 
and  before  he  concluded,  moved  a call  of  the  house,  which  was 
ordered,  and  the  absentees  sent  for. 

Mr.  iVilliam'i  suggested  that  the  absentees  had  not  all  ap- 
peared, and  moved  that  their  names  be  again  called. 

The  chair  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Banks’  first  amendment. 
Mr.  Marshall  moved  a verbal  amendment  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Beardsley,  of  New  York,  then  rose  and  'said  that  con- 
ceiving the  votes  on  the  .several  amendments  proposed  would 
have  no  effect  on  the  final  result,  because  they  would  not 
change  the  opinion  of  those  who  dissented  from  them,  moved 
the  previous  question:  but  the  house  refused  to  second  the  call — 
ayes  89,  iioes  108.' 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.  suggested  a modification  of  Mr.  Banks’ 
amendment,  which  the  latter  accepted,  viz:  to  move  it  as  an 
addition  to  the  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on 
elections,  and  leave  the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  to  be  stricken  out, 
or  retained  upon  the  final  vote. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  best  form  of  putting  the 
question,  the  chair  stated  it  to  be  as  follows: 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  elections  is 
in  the  words  following: 

.Resolved,  That  Thomas  P.  Moore  he  declared  entitled  to  his 
seat  as  representative  for  the  5th  congressional  district  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Banks  was  to  the  following 
effect; 

That  all  the  qualified  votes  received  in  Lancaster,  Garrard 
county,  while  Moses  Grant  acted  as  one  of  the  judges,  on  the 
fir.st  morning  of  the  election  be  counted. 

That  the  votes  of  a like  character  given  on  the  second  day 
during  the  absence  of  the  sheriff,  should  also  be  counted. 

That  nine  votes,  named,  given  in  Mercer  county  for  3Ir. 
Letcher,  and  one  for  Mr.  Moore  should  also  be  counted. 

That  sta;  votes  named,  who  voted  for  Mr.  Letcher  and  who 
were  added  to  the  votes  of  Mr.  Moore  in  Mercer  county,  be 
taken  from  the  number  of  votes  allowed  by  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  Mr.  Moore,  and  added  to  those  counted  for  Mr. 
Letcher. 

That  two  votes,  named,  in  Anderson  county,  and  eleven  in 
Jessamine  county,  be  counted  for  Mr.  Letcher. 

The  question  upon  this  amendment,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Jones,  having  been  divided — 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  first  clause  of  this 
amendment,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Hernan  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Har- 
nilz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beatty,  James  M.  Bell,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Carmichael,  Casey,  Chambers, 
Chilton,  Choate,  William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Coulter,  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  W.  R.  Davis,  A.  Davis, 
Davenport,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ells- 
worth, Evans,  Edward  Everett.  Horace  Everett, Ewing,  Felder, 
Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Gilmer, 
Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heuderson,  Heisier, 
Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King, 
Kinnard,  Laporte,  Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale, 


Marshall,  .McComas,,  McKay,  McKennan,  McKinley,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Moore,  Patton,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Rencher,  Sel- 
den,  Win.  B.  £slii:|».ird,  Augii.-lns  H.  dtiepperd.  Win.  Slade, 
Sliiane,  Spangler,  Stewart,  Sl<  d lert,  Win-  P.  Taylor,  Phih-nion 
Thomas,  Tompkins,  'J’lirner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Wat- 
inough,  VVa>iie,  E.  D.  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  — 1 12. 

NA Y.S— Me.ssr>.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Bean,  Beardsley, 
Beauinoiil,  John  lit  II,  Blair,  Bockce,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Canibreleng,  Carr..  Chaney, 
S.  Clark,  Clay,  CofiV:e,  Connor,  Cramer,  Day,  Dicker.con,  Dick- 
inson, Dunlap,  Forre.-ter,  Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith, 
Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  !M.  Har- 
per, Harrison,  Hathaway,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntinuion, 
Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Cave  Jnlinson, 
Seaborn  Jones.  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leaviit,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lyile, 
Abijah  IManti,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mcliiiire, 
McKini,  .McLeiie,  MeVean,  Robert  Mitchell, Muhlenberg,  Mur- 
phy, Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Diilee  J.  I’earce, 
Peyton,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  P«dk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  C.  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Sutherland, 
Win.  'I'aylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Vanderpoel, 
Van  Hoiiieii,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whalun, 
C.  P.  White,  Wise— 102. 

So  the  first  clause  of  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

I’he  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  member  of  said 
ainendnicnt  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  131,  nays  84. 
So  the  second  clause  of  the  ainendiHent  wa.«  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  stated  that  the  house  do  agree  to  the 
third  member  of  the  said  amendment;  and  a further  division  of 
the  question  on  this  member  was  called  for,  so  as  to  accept  the 
names  of  two  of  the  persons  designated  in  Mercer  county  as 
among  those  that  ought  to  he  counted  for  Mr.  Letcher;  and  the 
question  being  put  that  the  house  do  agree  to  the  s.ame  .vith  the 
exception  of  the  two  names  mentioned,  was  decided  as  follows: 
yeas  1 19,  nays  96. 

So  as  accepted  the  third  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  remainder  of  the  third  rlaiise  was  then 
taken  and  decided  as  follows,  yeas  112,  nays  103. 

So  the  accepted  part  of  the  third  clause  was  also  agreed  to. 
I'he  question  then  recurred  on  the  fourth  member  of  the  said 
amendment  when  Mr.  Banks  moved  a modification  striking  out 
the  name  ofone  of  ihe  persons  who  had  voted  for  Mr.  Letcher, 
but  whose  names  had  been  transferred  to  Mr.  Moore  in  Mercer 
county,  after  being  erased  from  the  list  of  Mr.  Letcher,  so  as  to 
add  five  instead  of  six  votes  to  Mr.  Letcher  as  above. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  house  do  agree  to  the 
said  fourth  member,  as  modified,  was  decided  as  follows,  yeas 
119,  nays  95. 

So  the  fourth  clause  a.s  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  5th  and  last  member  of 
the  aniendmcrit  proposed  by  Mr.  Banks  as  above  stated. 

When  a discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Gholson,  Chil- 
ton Allan,  Ellsworth,  Pope,  Hardin  and  Banks  took  part,  and 
before  any  decision  was  had  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  the  house,  at  half  past  8 o’clock 
adjourned. 

Monday,  June  21  As  soon  as  the  journal  was  read,  the 
speaker  rose  and  addressed  the  house,  in  substance  as  follows — 
[astracted  from  the  full  report  in  the  National  Intelligencer:] 
Having  communicated  to  the  executive  of  Virginia  his  resig- 
nation as  one  of  the  representatives  from  that  state  in  the  pre- 
sent congress,  he  had  come  to  the  house  this  day  for  the  purpose 
of  announcing  in  person  his  resigtiation  of  Iho  office  of  speaker 
of  the  house.  The  dissolution,  perhaps,  forever,  of  those  inti 
mate  associations  which  had  existed  between  them  was  calcu- 
lated to  excite  painful  sensations.  In  taking  his  leave,  he  of- 
fered the  house  his  best  and  most  cordial  wishes  for  their  indi 
vidnal  prosperity  and  happiness  and  took  pleasure  in  express- 
ing thus  publicly  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind- 
ness and  confidence  by  which  he  had  been  so  long  distinguished 
and  honored;  the  recollection  of  which  he  could  cherish  with 
warm  and  devoted  gratitude.  His  obligations  were  deep  to  the 
house,  and  go  where  he  might,  or  in  xvhatever  situation  in 
which  he  might  be  placed,  he  would  continue  to  the  last  hour  of 
his  life  to  preserve  those  sentiments  of  profound  respect  and  af- 
fectionate gratitude  which  the  long  continued  kindness  of  the 
house  had  so  deeply  impressed  upon  his  heart. 

The  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  of  a great  deliberative  assem- 
bly like  this,  was  no  easy  task.  His  administration  of  its  duties 
for  seven  years  had  taught  him  to  know  and  feel  how  difficult, 
nay  impossible  it  is  for  any  man  to  free  himself  from  error  or 
censure  in  this  chair,  or  give  unqualified  satisfaction!  The  pe- 
riod of  his  service  had  been  distinguished  by  events  especially 
calculated  to  render  this  station  one  of  more  than  ordinary  deli- 
cacy and  embarrassment,  as  well  as  of  increased  responsibility 
and  labor.  He  had  devoted  his  time  and  talents,  and  even  his 
health,  to  this  house.  He  had  struggled  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  chair  in  a manner  worthy  of  it,  and  of  himself,  how  well 
he  had  succeeded,  it  was  for  others  to  decide;  but  this  he  might 
he  pardoned  for  saying,  in  justice  and  fairness  to  himself  and 
under  a deep  conviction  of  its  truth,  that  he  had  endeavored 
to  discharge  his  duty  with  temper,  justice  and  moderation,  and 
with  a just  regard  for  the  individual  rights  and  feelings,  the 
character  and  dignity  of  this  house  and  his  own  honor. 

His  conduct  might  sometimes  be  thought  too  harsh  and  rigor- 
ous, and  he  may  have  often  unintentionally,  have  wounded  the 
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feelingsof  individual  members  upon  tliis  floor,  and  incurred 
their  censure  and  displeasure.  If,  then,  under  the  influence  of 
momentary  excitement  and  passion;  if  in  the  eagerness  of  con- 
troversy or  the  commotion  of  debate,  any  thing  unkind  or  harsh 
should  have  been  said  or  done,  let  us  forgive  and  forget  it,  and 
let  us  separate  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will. 

Although  the  country  was  deeply  and  painfully  excited,  and 
its  councils  too  greatly  divided,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that  it  was 
subsiding.  At  such  a time  it  was  the  duty  of  the  liberal  and  the 
wise  and  the  good,  in  public  and  private  life,  without  distinction 
of  party,  to  unite  for  the  purpose  of  healing  these  divisions  and 
giving  peace  and  repose  to  the  public  mind.  It  was  especially 
the  duty  of  those  who  wield  the  public  councils  to  pour  oil 
upon  this  stormy  sea,  and  still  its  troubled  waters. 

This  was  the  last  time  he  should  ever  address  the  house  from 
this  chair,  he  would  separate  this  day  Irom  many  to  meet  no 
more;  and  he  prayed  God  to  protect  and  bless  them  and  his 
country:  and  he  tendered  to  them  this  his  last  and  affectionate 
larewell. 

After  Mr.  Stevenson  had  concluded,  and  retired  from  the 
chair, 

Mr.  Mercer  rose,  and  moved  that  the  house  do  now  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a speaker. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Williams,  and  the  question 
being  put  by  the  clerk  of  the  house,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereupon  W.  S.  Franklin,  clerk  of  the  house,  nominated 
Mr.  McKinley,  Mr.  Forester,  Mr.  E.  Whittlesey,  Mr.  Schley, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  and  Mr.  Bynum,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  and  the  ballots  having  been 
counted,  the  result  of  the  balloting  was  reported  as  follows: 


R.  H.  Wilde,  Georgia,. . 
James  K.  Polk,  Tenn... 
Joel  B.  Sutherland, Pa.. 
John  Bell,  Tennessee,. . 

Jesse  Speight,  N.  C 

J.  M.  Wayne,  Georgia,. 

Lewis  Williams, 

Edward  Everett, 

Thomas  Chilton, 

Henry  Hubbard, 

Roger  L.  Gamble, 

G.  R.  Gilmer, 

William  S.  Archer, 

David  Crockett, 

Benjamin  Hardin, 

Amos  Lane 

Thomas  A.  Marshall,... 

John  d.  Adams, 

Richard  Coulter, 

Horace  Binney, ........ 

Blanks, 
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Whereupon,  on  the  tenth  ballot,  the  honorable  John  Bell,  of 
Tennessee,  having  received  the  votes  of  a majority  of  the  house, 
was  declared  duly  elected  speaker,  and  Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams 
and  R.  M.  Johnson,  conducted  the  speaker  elect  to  the  chair, 
when  he  delivered  a short  but  appropriate  address.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  senior  member  of  the  house,  ad- 
ministered to  him  the  oath  of  office,  and  then  the  house  ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday,  June  3.  After  various  bills  of  a private  or  local  cha- 
racter had  been  reported  and  attended  to — 

Mr.  Stoddert  reported  a bill  prohibiting  the  banks  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  after  the  year  1839,  from  issuing  any  notes  of 
a less  denomination  than  ten  dollars — twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Mams  made  a motion  that  this  day  be  assigned 
for  the  reception  of  memorials,  as  the  previous  day  which  was 
specially  assigned  to  such  business  bad  been  occupied  with  the 
election  of  a speaker. 

Mr.  Williams  objecting,  Mr.  Denny  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rule,  which  the  house  refused  to  do. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reports 
on  the  contested  Kentucky  election. 

The  question  being  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Banks 
that  certain  votes  in  Anderson  and  Jessamine  counties,  be 
counted  for  Robert  P.  Letcher. 

Mr.  Banks  modified  it  by  striking  out  three  of  the  names  in 
the  latter  county,  and  advocated  his  amendment  at  length. 

Mr.  Jones  supported  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  rejecting  all  these  votes. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Marshall,  Hardin, 
Clayton,  Chilton  Allan,  Chilton,  Burges,  Adams,  Beaty,  Wil- 
liams, Briggs  and  Wayne,  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Letcher’s  claim, 
and  by  Messrs-  Pope,  Hannegan,  Vanderpoel,  Hamer,  Peyton, 
A.  Mann  and  Hubbard,  on  that  of  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Lane  moved  an  adjournment,  which  prevailing,  the 
house  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  June  4.  Mr.  Whittlesey  having  made  several  re- 
ports on  private  claims, 


Mr.  E.  Everett  submitted  joint  resolutions,  distributing  the 
copies  of  the  diplumalic  correspondence  from  1783  to  1789, 
which,  after  debate,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  yeas  110,  nays  57. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reports  on 
the  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  Lane,  who  had  the  floor,  waived  his  right  to  speak,  so  as 
to  allow  a vote  to  be  taken  on  the  main  question. 

[As  we  cannot,  without  the  occupancy  of  more  room  than 
can  be  spared  for  it,  make  an  intelligible  statemeiitof  the  points 
discussed — we  shall  simply  say,  that  the  remainder  of  the  day 
was  occupied  with  this  subject,  and  that  the  house  adjourned 
without  disposing  of  the  case.] 

Thursday,  June  5.  The  resolution  relative  to  the  distribution 
of  the  diplomatic  correspondence  of  the  U.  States,  was  passed 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  U.  States’ 
property  at  Harpers’  Ferry  to  the  Winchester  rail  road  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bills  in  relation  to  the  governments  of  the  territories  of 
Michigan,  Florida  and  Arkansas,  were  severally  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  progress  being  made 
therein,  severally  laid  aside. 

The  bill  to  create  two  additional  land  districts  in  the  territo- 
ry of  Arkansas; 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  president  to  open  certain  roads  in 
Arkansas; 

The  bill  authorising  the  president  to  cut  a road  from  the 
northern  boundary  of  Florida  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola; 
and 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  construct  a road  from 
Columbia  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas’,  were  seve- 
rally considered  in  committee,  and  reported  to  the  house;  when 
the  house  adjourned. 

A SaUAD  OF  ^^FEDS.*” 

Treasury  department  ^prit  2,  1834. 
Sir — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  24ih  ultimo,  a 
statement  furnished  by  the  register  of  the  treasury,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  revenue  collected  in  the  district  of  Genesee,  to- 
gether with  a list  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  same,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  during  the  years  1831, 
1832  and  1833.  R.  B.  TANEY, 

secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  Frcd’k  Whittlesey,  house  of  rep.  Washington. 

Statemerrt,  exhibiting  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  received  at 
the  port  of  Genesee,  in  the  stale  of  New  York,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  of  the  same,  during  the  years  1831,  ’33 
and  ’33. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Gross  amount  of  revenue  $1,690  22  755  95  848  48 

Expenses  of  collection  3,775  30  4,263  64  4,198  64 

Statement  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  in  the  district  of  Genesee,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each 
in  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1831,  ’32  and 

900.  ^ ^ * 


Names.  office. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 

Jacob  Gould,  collector. 

1,014  00 

1,160  64 

1,160  64 

G.  H.  Holden,  inspector, 

1,092  00 

1,098  00 

1,095  00 

Byram  Green,  do. 

730  00 

732  00 

730  00 

Ben.  E.  Lathrop,  do. 
George  Gould,  do. 

106  29 
708  00 

262  00 

Jasp.  Drake,  jr.  do. 

105  01 

246  00 

240  00 

D.  S.  Holden,  do. 

Henry  O’Reilcy,  do. 

20  00 

45  00 

148  00 

720  00 

825  00 

$3,775  30 

4,263  63 

.4,198  64 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  Jlpril  26, 1834. 

J.  L.  SMITH,  register. 

(ii^Only  848  dollars  48  cents  revenue,  against  4,198  dollars 
and  64  cents,  paid  to  this  little  squad  of  officers,  in  1833 — or  five 
dollars  paid  out  for  one  dollar  paid  ini  Verily,  Messrs.  Gould 
& Co.  have  a snug  birth  of  it,  and  a “glorious”  division  of 
“spoils.” 

The  Rochester  “Democrat”  from  which  the  preceding  state- 
ment is  copied,  fearlessly  insists  that  the  true  amount  of  these 
operations  is  yet  concealed — that  the  “veil  of  secrecy”  has 
been  drawn  over  them;  and  says  that  the  whole  duties  required 
might  be  performed  by  a single  man— this  looks  reasonable,  as 
the  whole  revenue  is  less  than  350  dollars. 

The  “Albany  Argus”  says  that  this  enormous  expenditure  of 
public  money  at  the  port  of  Genesee,  arises  from  the  “necessity 
of  keeping  up  a vigilant  and  efiicient  corps  of  revenue  officers  in 
the  frontier  districts. 

But  the  Albany  Evening  Journal  says  that  George  Gould, 
brother  of  the  collector,  was  every  day  seen  attending  to  a shoe- 
shop;  and  of  Henry  O’Reily,  it  asserts  that,  in  one  of  the  years 
for  which  he  received  such  liberal  compensation,  he  was,  for  the 
most  part,  living  with  his  father-in-law  fifty  miles  from  the  port 
of  Genesee,  and  during  the  other  year  editing  a paper  at  Ro- 
chester— and  that  he  was  not  known  to  the  public  as  connected 
with  the  collectorship  until  the  publication  of  this  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury! 


‘Feeders  on  the  people, 
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debate  on  the  PRESIDENT’S  PROTEST. 


SPEECH  OF  .MR.  FORSYTH. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States  May  6lh,  1834. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  said  lie  concurred  witli  ilie  senalor  Iroin  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun),  lliui  llie  paper  was  an  otfieial  message 
troni  the  president  ot  llie  United  Slates— in  some  sort  personal, 
loo,  as  every  paper  must  be  that  was  presented  by  an  ollicer,lo 
deteiid  liimseH  on  a eliarge  ot  disregarding  liis  duty.  Ins  per- 
sonal character  being  in  such  cliarge  necessarily  involved. 
Considered  as  an  otlieial  eommuniculion  Iroin  a co-ordinate  de- 
parlmeiil  ol  the  government,  it  was  with  unfeigned  surprise  llial 
Mr.  F.  saw  the  pertinacity  of  members  in  llnis  gravely  discus- 
sing the  (jiieslion,  wheilier  the  message  or  protest  should  be  re- 
ceived or  not.  Senators  treat  it  as  an  ordinary  petition  or  nie- 
nioriul.  Now  a peiiiion  was  never  in  llie  hands  of  the  senate, 
until  it  was  formally  received.  A member  under  the  rule  pie- 
senls  a meiiioiial  in  liis  place,  slates  its  conlenls,  and,  if  no  oii 
ieciion  is  made,  it  is  received.  If  objection  is  made,  the  sense 
of  the  senate  is  taken— the  memorial  lemainiiig,  iinlil  the  senate 
a"rees  to  receive  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  senalor  who  oll'ered  it. 
How  is  it  with  an  otheial  message  from  the  president  to  either 
house  of  congress,  or  from  one  branch  of  the  legislature  to  the 
other?  The  secretary  of  the  executive  or  of  the  house  presents 
himself  at  our  bar.  “I  am  directed  to  lay  belore  the  senate  a 
message  111  writing,”  &c.  It  is  laid  on  our  table— it  is  beyond 
me  control  of  the  executive  or  of  the  house — without  our  per- 
inission  it  cannot  be  withdrawn — it  lies  on  the  table  of  the  se- 
nate, III  our  possession  before  and  after  it  is  read.  Whatever 
may  be  its  conieiiis,  we  cannot  refuse  to  receive  it,  without 
acting  absurdly.  Admit  our  right  to  examine  the  paper,  and 
decide  upon  its  character  belore  it  is  received,  and  then,  when 
passion,  or  reason,  or  prejudice,  prevails,  to  refuse  to  receive  a 
message  disagreeable  to  us,  what  becomes  of  the  rights  of  the 
president  and  the  two  houses;  in  their  intercourse  with  the  ex- 
ecutive and  with  each  other?  A bill  is  sent  to  the  president.  He 
returns  it  with  his  veto— examining  fieely  the  powers  of  con- 
gress, and  placing  his  refusal  to  pass  the  bill  on  the  ground  of 
want  of  conslituiional  power  in  the  federal  govtrnnient  to  le- 
gislate on  the  subject  of  it— speaks  fi  eely  or  harshly  of  usurpa- 
tions of  power — and  can  we  or  the  house  of  representatives  re- 
fuse to  receive  il?  What  becomes  o(  the  bill?  It  is  a law,  if 
not  returned  to  the  house  where  it  orginates,  in  ten  days.  The 
message  and  returned  bill  are  not  on  hie  or  on  the  journals  ol 
either  house;  no  record  ot  the  veto,  where  alone  il  can  or  ought 
to  be  looked  for,  is  on  the  journals  of  the  house  where  the  bill 
originated. 

What  can  the  president  appeal  to?  In  the  dispute,  which 
will  inevitably  arise,  who  is  to  decide,  and  how?  in  the  in- 
tercourse between  us  and  the  president,  the  right  of  the  execu- 
tive is  our  right.  If  we  could  refuse  to  receive  his  messages, 
he  could  refuse  to  receive  ours.  A bill  is  sent  to  him,  he 
will  not  receive  it.  When  does  it  become  a law?  He  is  al- 
lowed ten  days  to  decide  upon  giving  or  withholding  his  sanc- 
tion. He  denies  having  had  the  consideration  of  the  bill — 
he  has  not  received  it.  What  is  to  become  of  the  govern- 
ment, if  such  questions  are  permiiled  to  be  raised?  In  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  two  houses  of  congress,  confusion  and 
controversy  would  every  day  arise;  in  that  between  the  two  or 
either  branch  of  congress  and  the  executive,  disastrous  hos- 
tility, followed  by  violent  convulsions,  would  be  the  unavoida- 
ble result.  It  was  too  late,  out  of  lime,  to  talk  of  receiving  the 
message.  Il  was  there.  As  far  as  the  ofticial  character  of  the 
president,  or  his  personal  honor,  was  concerned,  it  was  indif- 
ferent whether  the  senate  refused  to  receive  the  message,  or 
what  irealinenl  il  met.  Mr.  F.  thought  it  had  been  addressed 
by  the  proper  channel  to  the  people.  As  as  an  act  of  juslice  to 
the  body,  it  was  sent  through  the  senate.  It  was  before  the 
people,  and  they  would  form  and  act  upon  a fair  judgment  of  it. 
Mr.  F.  was  anxious  that  a proper  disposition  should  be  made  of 
il,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the  senate.  The  more  disre- 
spectfully it  was  treated,  the  worse  for  the  senair?,  the  better  for 
the  executive.  In  this  question,  which  had  been  most  unne- 
cessarily raised  between  them,  Mr.  F.  believed  the  senate  were 
in  the  wrong,  and  feared  that  the  true  character  and  just  in- 
fluence ol  the  body  would  be  most  dangerously  impaired,  if  the 
message  of  the  chief  magistrate,  chosen  by  the  people,  and  vest- 
ed with  their  executive  powers,  was  not  treated  with  due  de- 
corum and  respect.  Recent  events  have  fixed  public  attention, 
with  intense  anxiety,  upon  the  senate.  Its  character  was  scru- 
tinized, and  on  their  future  conduct  depended  its  fate.  Hono- 
rable senators  tell  us  that  w«  possess  the  public  confidence, 
and  that  the  hopes  of  the  nation  are  resting  upon  our  firmness 
and  integrity.  That  remains  to  be  seen.  In  hi.s  opinion,  if 
greater  caution,  moderation  and  wisdom  did  not  govern  the 
senate,  it  will  come  to  be  considered  a blot  upon  our  system, 
will' lose  its  title  to  public  confidence  and  regard  whenever  the 
shield,  put  under  its  care  to  interpose  between  other  depart- 
ments and  the  people,  is  thrown  away,  to  assume  the  sword  to 
assault  CO  ordinate  branches  of  the  government. 

I'he  senator  from  S.  C.  (Mr.  Calhoun),  tells  us  that  the  presi- 
dent has  .assaulted  the  senate — that  this  protest  is  a declaration 
of  war  by  the  chief  magistrate  against  the  senate.  War  on  the 
senalell!  What  was  the  resolution  of  the  senate?  Was  il  not 
a declaration  of  war  .against  the  president?  An  appeal  to  the 
people  to  condemn  and  punish  him?  But  the  president’s  in- 
tegrity is  not  put  in  issue  by  the  resolution.  .^h!  What,  then, 
is  put  in  issue?  His  understanding,  if  not  his  integrity.  Can 
a man  be  accused  of  usurpation,  of  lyrannv,  in  office?  Can  an 
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appeal  be  made  to  the  peo|>le  to  rush  to  the  rescue  of  their 
dearest  rights  by  one  who  has  seized  the  purse  and  the  sword, 
without  calling  III  queslioii  the  integrity  of  the  accused?  Yet 
alter  angry  debates  and  unmeasured  deiiiinciaiions  by  his  poli- 
tical opponents,  and  they  have  embodied  their  censure  in  one 
resoliiiion,  worded  cauiiou.“ly,  to  convey  every  thing  against 
him  and  commit  themselves  as  little  .as  possible,  his  temperate 
and  respectful  answer  is,  making  war  upon  the  senate — is  ap- 
pealing to  the  people  against  the  judginenl  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  stales!  He  has  made  no  war — he  has  made  no  ap- 
peal-lie has  answered  a deliberate  accusation— he  has  met  the 
appeal  of  the  senate  to  the  people.  Dkl  honorable  members 
suppose  the  president  would  shrink  from  the  tribunal  to  tvhich 
the  senate  called  him,  and  refuse  to  plead?  They  could  not 
know  the  president  and  have  indulged  such  a thought.  Could 
any  president,  however  timid  and  irresolute,  fail  to  defend 
himself  when  thus  assailed?  That  the  chief  magistrate  had 
the  light  to  answer  his  accusers,  will  not  be  denied.  How  it 
should  be  done  is  more  questionable.  A scrutiny  might  be  de- 
manded of  the  house  of  represenialives,  and  in  ordinary  cases 
this  might  be  the  proper  course.  What  would  have  been  said 
if,  going  to  the  house,  the  president  had  demanded  an  inquiry 
into  his  conduct,  thus  assailed  as  he  was  by  the  senate  unjust- 
ly, and  in  disregard  of  the  provisioii.s  of  the  (hmstiiulion?  VV'u 
should  have  been  told  that  a conspiracy  was  on  fool  to  destroy 
liie  senate  by  an  union  of  the  executive  and  of  tire  house  of 
representatives — that  the  president  was  ycrfeclly  safe  in  de- 
manding ail  inquiry,  because  a constitutional  majority  of  the 
senate  could  not  be,  as  was  ascertained  by  the  vole  on  the  re- 
solution of  censure,  found  to  pronoiince  him  guilty.  The  course 
pursued  of  sending  the  defence  to  those  who  made  the  accusa- 
tion, was  certainly  just  and  fair.  There  is  his  defence  made  ne- 
cessary by  the  act  of  the  senate.  It  is  denounced  as  a command 
to  slain  our  records  by  recording  a eoniradiciron  of  the  record. 
Does  he  command?  The  language  is  “/reyuesl.”  But  Ihi.s  re- 
quest is  not  made  says  the  sen.Aior  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay), 
as  a convicted  criminal,  humbled  by  a sense  of  guilt  and  pe- 
nitent for  his  transgression.  No  indeed,  it  is  not.  Il  is  made  in 
the  respectful  arid  moderate,  but  firm  tone  of  an  officer  con- 
scious of  innocence,  and  forgetting  the  injury  indicted  upon 
him  in  his  just  reliance  on  the  justice  of  his  fellow  citizens  and 
of  posterity.  He  requests  only  that  il  may  be  recorded  with 
the  accusation,  that  il  may  be  preserved  for  the  inspection  of 
all  tho.>=e  who  shall  see  the  cliarge.  Will  the  senate  refuse  this 
request  Itm.aybe  thrown  in  the  fire — treated  with  any  and 
every  species  of  contumely — the  consequence  ofsuch  treatment 
will  fall  upon  the  senate. 

True,  or  false,  it  should  be  preserved.  If  false,  those  who 
have  given  occasion  for  it,  ought  to  rejoice.  A fair  scrutiny 
into  it,  will  be  just  and  appropriate.  Examine  its  facts,  prove 
them  to  be  assumed,  doubtful,  or  false.  Sift  its  arguments, 
show  them  to  be  loose,  illogical,  or  illusory.  VV'eigh  iu  con- 
clusions, demonstrate  them  to  be  unsound.  The  senate  owes 
to  itself,  and  to  the  president,  and  to  the  people  of  the  slates, 
to  place  the  subject  in  all  its  true  lights,  before  the  world.  The 
senalor  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  asks  for  the  consti- 
tutional authority  of  the  president  to  send  such  a message. 
Mr.  F.  would  answer  this  question  distincUy.  The  authorUy 
is  given  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of  that  part  of  the  consti- 
tution which  authorised  the  senate  to  pass  the  resolution. 
Where  is  that  to  be  found?  No  where.  The  right  of  the  senate 
rests  upon  implication- requires  demonsiraiion.  Demonstiato 
the  theorem  by  what  process  ye  may,  the  president’s  right  to 
reply  and  protest  ts  the  corollary.  The  same  honorable  sena- 
tor, however,  says,  the  executive  can  lake  no  power  by  impli- 
cation or  construction;  there  are  constructive  powers,  but  they 
are  all  legislative.  The  senalor  had,  in  a former  discussion, 
.acknowledged  distinctly  the  power  of  removal  in  the  president 
of  the  United  States.  Where  was  the  express  grant  for  that? 
It  was  strictly  a constructive  power— a power  implied.  Ad- 
mitting, for  argument’s  sake,  the  accuracy  of  this  distinction, 
where  does  the  senator  find  the  power  of  the  senate  by  con- 
struction? The  whole  legislature,  it  is  asserted,  has  construc- 
tive power;  but  each  biancli  must  have  it  separately.  Where 
is  the  constructive  power  of  either?  Such  is  the  argument. 
The  argument  is,  all  have  it;  therefore  each  has  it.  How  very 
unsatisfactory,  Mr.  F.  said,  it  was  scarcely  necessary,  after 
stating  it,  to  assert.  Admitting,  however,  this  ingenious  falla- 
cy to  be  sound  reasoning,  how  does  the  senator  exclude  the 
president  from  the  benefit  of  il?  The  president  is  an  important 
portion  of  the  legislative  authority.  How  can  it  be  denied,  that 
the  implied  constructive  power  belonging  to  the  whole  legisla- 
ture, if  divisible,  and  to  be  severally  assumed  by  two  branches 
of  the  three,  among  whom  it  is  parcelled  out,  is  not  possessed 
in  any  degree  by  the  third? 

The  power  of  passing  censorial  resolutions,  by  either  house 
of  congress,  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution.  The 
framers  of  the  constitution  probably  supposed  such  never  could 
be  necessary,  the  powers  expressly  granted  to  both,  united  or 
separately,  being  sutficient  to  prevent  or  to  punish  irregularity 
or  criminality  iri  the  other  departments  of  governtnent.  Nor 
vvas  it  to  be  denied  that  the  powers  granted  are  amply  suffi- 
cient, except  in  cases  of  most  extraordinary  character,  none  of 
which  had,  and,  Mr.  F’.  trusted,  never  could  occur.  Either  can 
prevent  improvident  legislation  at  its  own  will;  the  two  houses 
can  correct  misconstruction  of  laws,  by  repealing  or  amending 
statutes— abuse  of  ptiwer  by  enacting  new  limitations  on  its 
exercise;  while  the  great  remedy  of  impeachment  is  at  hand  t« 
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prevent  flagrant  violations  of  executive  duty.  The  inquiry 
alone  into  the  conduct  of  the  executive,  in  any  of  its  branches, 
with  a view  to  impeachment  by  the  house  of  representatives, 
was  a more  powerful  corrective  than  any  separate  resolution 
of  disapprobation  either  house  could  pass.  While,  however, 
it  may  be  admitted  that  either  could,  in  its  own  defence,  or  in 
cases  of  pressing  danger,  resort  to  this  constructive  authority 
to  act  by  separate  resolution,  it  cannot  be,  never  has  been  be- 
fore, denied  that  the  party  censured,  upbraided  with  usurping 
power,  or  violating  the  obligation  of  duty,  had  a right  to  he 
heard  in  any  form  he  chose  to  present  himself,  justice  and  de- 
corum to  others  being  duly  regarded. 

From  the  senator  from  South  Uarolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  one 
singular  idea  fell.  He  had  said,  that,  as  joint  resolutions  were 
constitutionally  subjected  to  the  president’s  veto,  like  acts  of 
congress,  it  followed  that  the  framers  of  the  constitution  intend- 
ed that  separate  resolutions  should  be  beyond  executive  inter- 
ference. The  argument  would  be  good,  if  the  constitution  said 
any  thing  about  separate  resolutions.  As  it  did  not,  the  fairer 
inference  was  that  separate  resolutions  were  not  thought  of  by 
the  framers  or  authors  of  the  government.  The  authority  of 
each  house  to  regulate  its  own  proceedings,  referred  to,  could 
not  apply,  as  the  object  of  these  censorial  resolutions  was  to 
regulate  the  course,  or,  more  properly,  to  influence  the  proceed- 
ings of  others. 

The  president  can,  of  course,  have  no  biisine.«s  with  what  is 
done  in  the  regulation  of  the  proceedings  of  either  house;  but 
when  the  resolutions  are  exclusively  external  in  their  opera- 
tion, and  operate  directly  on  his  official  and  (lersonal  conduct 
and  character,  his  right  to  interfere  is  much  more  clear  than 
the  right  of  either  house  thus  to  operate  upon  him.  It  is,  in 
fact,  but  the  mere  right  of  self  defence,  not  denied  to  any  indi- 
vidual or  body  corporate,  however  humble,  or  however  exalted. 
The  president  had,  as  was  said  by  the  same  senator,  the  auda- 
city to  enter  the  senate  ball,  and  interfere  between  members 
and  their  constituents.  Was  that  a fair  statement.^  The  pre- 
sident had  not  only  not  interfered,  but  expressly  disclaimed  all 
right  or  intention  to  interfere  between  senators  and  their  con- 
stituents and  their  consciences.  He  stated,  in  his  own  de- 
fence, naked  facts,  according  to  evidence  recorded  in  the  ar- 
chives of  the  seriate.  He  has  had  the  audacity  to  use  simple 
facts,  without  drawing  even  an  inference,  in  his  defence.  And 
why  not  use  these  facts,  as  well  as  any  other  facts,  for  that 
purpose?  The  senate  is  not  very  scrupulous  in  its  treatment  of 
the  president;  and  the  senators  who  are  so  sensitive  at  this  as- 
serted, but  denied,  interference  between  them  and  their  consti- 
tuents, interfere  between  the  president  and  his  constituents, 
without  hesitation  or  delicacy. 

Are  we  to  use  the  rod  without  mercy,  and  treat  the  executive 
as  a whipped  school  boy;  charge  him  with  audacity  if  he  does 
not  kiss  the  rod  which  has  been  applied  to  his  shoulders  mere- 
ly fi)r  his  own  good?  If  the  president  had  appealed  to  the  states, 
had  sent  his  address  to  the  state  legislatures,  he  would  have 
been  justified  by  the  example  set  him  here.  He  has  not.  He 
has  left  the  senators  to  their  constituents,  and  no  doubt  the 
parties  would,  in  due  season,  come  to  a right  understanding. 

The  senator  from  South  Carolina  has  called  the  attention  of 
his  adversaries  to  the  late  general  application  of  the  term  whig 
to  the  discordant  fragments  of  all  parties  opposed  to  the  admi- 
nistration. He  seemed  to  imagine  it  arose  from  the  peculiar 
applicability  of  the  term.  The  general  application  of  the  name 
did  not  prove  any  fitness  to  the  thing  to  which  it  was  applied. 
It  proceeded  not  from  the  harmony  between  the  name  and  the 
thing,  but  from  concert  between  those  who  were  desirous  of 
giving  a new  and  popular  name  to  old  and  unpopular  things. 
There  was  an  organized  and  associated  press,  directed,  if  not 
by  one  impulse  here,  at  least  directed  to  one  end  by  dilFerent 
impulses.  The  press,  through  all  its  ramifications,  taking  up 
the  watch  word  “Whig”  from  its  pure  source  in  New  York, 
sounded  it  through  the  country,  and  the  secretary  of  the  Hart- 
ford convention,  and  the  Osgoods  and  Parishes  of  the  pulpits  of 
the  east,  and  all  like  spirits  of  the  west,  and  south,  and  middle 
states,  joined  in  the  concerted  cry.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  in 
the  possibility  of  deluding  the  people  to  embrace  condemned 
doctrines  and  politicians,  by  the  simultaneous  application  to 
them  of  a respectable  and  venerated  name.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  the  attempt,  because  the  effect  would  be  to  degrade  a name 
associated  with  our  glorious  recollections  of  exalted  patriotism 
and  disinterested  suffering,  of  great  public  services,  and  holy 
devotion  to  freedom. 

Mr.  F.  asked  if  the  name  of  whig  would  not  be  degraded  if 
applied  indiscriminately  to  persons  who  had  disregarded,  in  the 
days  of  the  country’s  peril,  the  obligations  of  duty  and  patriot- 
ism. Ask  the  northern  section  of  the  opposition  if  the  nullifiers 
are  whigs — twelve  months  since  they  were  rebels.  Ask  the 
southern  section  if  the  Hartford  conventionists  are  whigs — a 
few  years  since  they  were  a disgrace  to  the  country;  were  then 
the  open  enemies  of  the  constitution.  Ask  the  nationals  and 
the  coiisolidationists — the  high  tariff  and  internal  improvement 
inen->the  states’  right  men,  par  excellence,  if  they  are  each  and 
all  whigs  in  the  English  or  Americaa  acceptation  of  the  word — 
and  the  answer  may  be:  Oh,  yes!  now,  but  not  a short  time 
since,  and  they  will  not  be  some  short  time  hence,  rf  things  go 
as  the  hope  is  that  things  will  go.  Mr.  F.  felt  how  difficult  it 
was  to  find  an  appropriate  name  for  the  union  of  such  discord- 
ant materials;  but  he  thought  he  could  furnish  one  sufficiently 
descriptive.  Unlike  the  party  to  which  he  would  apply  it,  it 
was  the  name  of  a compound,  good  in  itself,  and  made  of  luate- 


I rials  all  of  which  were  good  in  their  way.  Suppose  we  call  It 
the  punch  party.  Punch  is  the  union  of  insipid  water— the  de- 
luded men  who  are  the  chief  material  of  the  party,  acid,  from 
the,  lime  or  the  southern  growth,  it  is  produced  in  the  open  air 
in  Missis.^ippi — sw’cetnpss,  the  tarifl'sim.ir  from  Louisiana — the 
spirit  rum  of  New  England — home  made  arrack  from  South  Ca- 
rolina— whi>key  from  the  west,  Monoiigahela  or  elsewhere — a 
dash  of  poteim  from  the  shop  of  Dr.  Mi  Neven  to  catch  the 
Irish — an  Irishman  loves  the  smell  of  tnrf  smoke — the  smack 
of  unlawful  distillation.  Casting  an  eye  to  fnliirity,  and  sup- 
posing that  unlike  prophetic  forebodings  of  war,  pestilence  and 
famine,  and  of  the  coffin  hand  hills — the  prophecy  of  a day  or 
two  since,  that  the  Iasi  nail  was  driven  into  the  coffin  of  Jack- 
sonisrn,  was  realized  — what  a rousing  wake  we  .should  have, 
punch  being  the  order  of  the  night,  when  tlie  veteran  was  care- 
fully rolled  in  his  shell  to  he  restored  to  the  great  mother  of  its 
all.  The  genius  of  discord  might  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the 
scene.  If  a question  should  arise  about  the  division  of  the 
“spoils  of  victory.”  A glorious  scratch  would  follow  to  deter- 
mine who  should  be  administrator  “deAoms  non”  of  Uncle  Sam. 
The  insipid  would  stand  no  chance.  Whoever  heard  of  a good 
cold  water  administration.  The  acid  is  quite  the  thing  to  give 
a flavor  to  the  comfionnd,  but  by  itself  it  serves  only  to  set  the 
teeth  of  edge.  The  sugar  must  be  satisfied  with  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  2A  cents  per  Ih.  duty.  The  struggle  niiisi  re.st  among 
the  spirits  of  arrack,  there  is  not  enough  fora  broad-bottomed 
administration.  The  poteen  is  of  foreign  birth,  and  therefore 
excluded  by  the  constitution.  Nothing,  then,  is  left,  but  the 
New  England  rum  and  western  whiskey.  How  stands  the  ac- 
count between  them?  Rum  is  made  of  domestic  materials  in 
New  England — the  region  of  F.xriueil  Hall — the  cradle  of  Ame- 
rican liberty.  Yes,  says  whiskey — fain  it  is  not  always  made  of 
southern  molasses — and  then  there  is  ihe  Hartford  coriveiition — 
and  the  cradle  would  have  been  the  grave  of  liberty,  had  not  the 
cliild  grown  too  great  to  be  smothered  in  the  shell  in  which  its 
infant  limbs  were  mcked.  Wliiskey  is  made  of  home  materials 
always — it  is  exclusively  agricnltm al  in  its  origin,  but  not  in  its 
tendency,  says  rum — and  tlien  recollect  the  whiskey  insurrec- 
tion, when  this  rebellious  liquid  had  almost  stopped  “the  wheels 
of  the  government.”  The  balance  of  merit,  especially  as  it  re- 
garded the  American  System,  being  nearly  even,  the  fate  of 
empire  would  have  to  be  decided  by  wager  of  battle,  or  the 
neighing  of  a horse. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  McDUFFIE. 

This  gentleman  being  at  the  Fauquier  White  Sniphnr 
Springs,  in  tlie  neigliborhood  of  Warrenton,  Va.  was  invited  by 
a committee  of  the  citizens  of  the  latter  to  partake  of  a public 
dinner,  which  he  declined  in  the  following  letter: 

May  14, 1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received,  with  the  sensibility  which  such 
a manifestation  of  kindness  could  npl  fail  to  excite,  the  flatter- 
ing testimonial  of  approbation  which  “many  of  the  whig  citi- 
zens of  Warrenton  and  its  vicinity”  have  been  pleased,  through 
you  as  their  organs,  to  bestow  upon  my  public  course,  “and  es- 
pecially my  exertions  to  arrest  the  career  of  executive  usurpa- 
tion and  abuse  of  power,  and  to  rescue  the  public  purse  from 
the  hands  of  the  executive,  which  have  grasped  it  in  violation, 
alike,  of  the  national  faith,  the  letter  of  the  law  and  the  spirit 
of  the  constitution.” 

While  we  cannot  but  deplore  the  great  national  calamity, 
which  the  recklessness  of  vindictive  and  infatuated  power  has 
produced,  by  the  acts  of  usurpation  to  which  you  refer,  we  can- 
not hut  derive  a patriotic  consolation  from  reflecting,  that  these 
acts  ofniisgovernment  and  tyranny  have  disenchanted  the  peo- 
ple of  tlie  United  Slates,  and  broken  the  fatal  spell  of  delusion 
and  false  security,  under  which  they  were  rapidly  sinking  into 
a death  like  slurnber,  from  which  no  shock  less  potent  than 
that  produced  by  the  rude  blows  of  despotism,  could  have  effec- 
tually roused  them.  But,  thanks  to  that  overruling  power, 
whose  Providence  habitually  educes  good  out  of  evil,  the  iron 
sceptre  of  usurping  tyranny  has  been  almost  miraculously  con- 
verted, even  in  the  hands  of  the  usurper,  into  a magical  wand; 
which,  like  the  rod  of  Moses,  has  caused  the  living  waters  of 
liberty  to  flow  from  the  barren  rock  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
vernal  flowers  of  hope  and  promise  to  diffuse  their  cheering 
and  “lavish  fragrance”  over  the  desolate  heath,  where  but  yes- 
terday the  wintry  influence  of  despotic  power  exercised  an  ex- 
clusive dominion.  Gentlemen,  I sincerely  congratulate  you  on 
the  glorious  auspices  which  cheer  and  animate  the  friends  of 
liberty,  from  every  quarter  of  the  heavens.  The  contest  is  de- 
cided'. The  battle  has  been  fought  and  vyon.  We  have  had  a 
desperate  struggle  with  executive  despotism,  but  the  battle  has 
been  fought  and  won.  The  overwhelming  tide  of  popular  in- 
dignatioi” which  is  sweeping  away  tyranny  and  its  minions  in 
one  common  ruin,  cannot  be  arrested.  Every  desperate  expe- 
dient by  which  thi.s  may  be  attempted— like  the  recent  protest- 
will  but  serve  to  increase  the  disaster  and  complete  the  over- 
throw. 

It  is  a source  of  sincere  regret  to  me,  gentlemen,  that  my  ex- 
treme ill  health,  by  which  I have  been  reluctantly  constrained 
to  abandon  my  seat  in  congress  for  the  present,  renders  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  accept  the  kind  invitation  of  the  citizens  of 
Warrenton  and  its  vicinity,  to  meet  them  at  the  festive  board; 
where,  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  afford  me  very 
great  pleasure  to  partaketif  the  characteristic  hospitality  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  to  indulge  in  a free  interchange  of  sentiment  with 
those  whose  principles  are  congenial  with  my  own. 
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1 beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  make  known  to  those  whom  you  re- 
nreseiit  my  gratelul  sense  of  llieir  parual  kindness,  and  to  ac- 
cept fur’  yourselves,  personally,  my  thanks  for  friendly  leelings 
and  Eood  wishes.  1 am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
obeOient^ervant,  «EO.  McDUFFlE. 

fFm.  F.  Phillips,  Edward  E.  Cooke  and  C.  liobt.  Scott,  jr. 
esquires,  committee, 

MR.  STEVENSON’S  LETTER. 


To  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer, 

Gentlemen;  The  recent  indications  in  this  congressional  dis- 
trict, of  most  decided  disapprobation  of  the  measures  of  the  ad- 
ininistration  in  regard  to  the  public  deposited,  induced  me  to 
addre.-'S  a letter  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  apprising  him  of  the  great 
excitement  which  prevailed  here,  and  desiring  to  he  iulorin- 
ed  what  course  he  intended  to  pursue  as  our  retiresentative. 
Though  authorised  to  use  his  reply  as  I iniglit  think  proper,  I 
deemed  it  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  shew  it,  without  re- 
serve, to  those  who  1 knew  would  feel  an  interest  in  its  con- 
tents. But,  believing  that  the  views  and  intentions  of  Mr. 
Stevenson  may  have  been  misunderstood  by  many,  and  that 
the  subject  has  excited  much  interest  throughout  the  district, 
I have  yielded  to  the  advice  of  friends,  to  allow  his  letter  to 
be  published  at  this  time,  and  accordingly  enclose  it  to  you 
for  that  purpose.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  his  communication  is 
now  sent  to  the  press  without  consultation  with  him.  Your 
prompt  attention  to  its  publication  will  oblige.  Yours  very 
respectfully,  JOHN  RUTHEBFOORD. 

Richmond,  22d  May,  1834. 


Washington,  May  9lh,  1834. 

My  dear  sir:  I received  your  kind  letter  two  days  ago,  and 
avail  myself  of  the  first  moment  I have  had,  to  answer  it.  1 
feel,  very  sensibly,  this  continued  proof  of  your  friendship,  and 
considerate  regard  fur  me,  and  thank  you  for  the  frankness  and 
candor  with  which  you  have  addressed  me.  I shall  answer 
you  in  the  same  spirit,  and  express,  freely,  my  opinions  and 
determination  upon  the  delicate  and  important  subjects  suggest- 
ed for  my  consideration.  In  this  matter  I can  have  no  motive 
to  disguise  my  sentiments,  and  do  not  mean  to  suffer  myself  to 
be  misunderstood.  I may  claim,  I hope,  at  least,  the  virtue  of 
never  attempting  to  conceal  my  opinions  and  views  upon  politi- 
cal subjects.  1 have  been  in  the  habit,  through  my  whole  lile, 
of  speaking  plainly,  and  openly,  and  undisguisedly,  and  meet- 
ing every  question  with  boldness  and  decision.  I shall  continue 
to  do  so  as  long  as  1 am  in  public  life;  and  can  assure  you,  that 
there  has  never  been  an  occasion  or  moment,  that  I seize  with 
more  pleasure  to  state  freely  what  I feel  on  this  subject,  and 
what  1 intend  doing.  I have  not  been  unapprised  of  the  state 
of  feeling  and  excitement  in  my  district;  nor  of  the  attempts  on 
the  part  of  some  of  my  political  foes  to  wound  me  at  home, 
whilst  I was  doing  my  duty  here.  To  say  that  I have  not  been 
surprised  and  moriified,  at  the  acrimony  and  bitterness  wiili 
which  I have  been  assailed,  and  at  the  unwarrantable  attempts 
that  have  been  made  to  misrepresent  and  injure  me,  would  be 
uncandid;  and  especially,  too,  coming  from  those  from  whom  I 
should  least  have  expected  it.  I confess  that  I have  felt  and 
deplored  deeply  this  state  of  things;  and  the  more  so,  because  I 
have  a proud  consciou.sness  that  I have  not  deserved  it.  I al- 
lude, of  course,  to  the  conduct  of  individuals  and  not  to  the 
press.  The  abuse  and  denunciations  of  the  latter,  have  no  ter- 
rors for  me;  not  because,  I pretend  to  greater  indifference  on 
this  point  than  other  public  men,  but  because  we  all  know  that 
no  purity  of  motive  or  conduct,  can  in  high  p.arty  times,  shelter 
any  man,  be  he  who  he  may,  from  the  violent,  (and,  might  1 
not  say,  indiscriminate),  abuse  of  parfisan  presses.  I have,  1 
own,  great  confidence  in  the  justice  and  intelligence  of  the 
people,  and  the  liberal  and  generous  portion  of  my  political 
opponents,  and  I do  not  permit  myself  for  one  moment  to 
doubt,  but  that,  as  soon  as  the  phrensied  and  turbulent  spirit  of 
the  times  shall  cease  to  exert  its  baleful  influence  over  our 
distracted  country,  justice  will  be  done  to  my  motives  and 
conduct.  Of  this  I have  not  a doubt. 

You  desire  to  know,  and  so  do  many  of  iny  friends  what 
course  I mean  to  pursue  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  my 
district;  and  you  tell  me,  that  you  are  daily  interrogated  upon 
the  subject  by  friends  and  opponents.  You  express  at  ihe  same 
time,  entire  confidence  in  the  principles  which  you  think  will 
guide  me  in  the  course  I shall  pursue.  In  this  you  do  me  no 
more  than  justice,  and  I beg  you  to  believe  that  I will  not  dis- 
appoint you.  I mean  to  pursue  steadily  and  fearlessly,  the  path 
of  duty,  and  carry  out  those  principles  which  have  governed 
me  through  a long  course  of  public  service.  Of  this,  you  and 
my  friends  may  rest  satisfied.  That  a decided  majority  of  my 
district  differ  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal  and  res- 
toration of  the  public  deposites,  it  would  be  folly  in  me  now  to 
doubt,  if  what  1 learn  be  true,  and  the  local  elections  are  to 
be  regarded  as  any  test.  Under  such  circumstances,  I should 
not  feel  justified  as  the  representative  of  the  district,  in  refusing 
to  obey  their  wishes,  and  instructions,  though  not  formally  ex- 
pressed. My  opinions  as  to  the  right  and  consequences  of  in- 
struction on  the  part  of  the  constituent,  have  long  been  knowm. 
It  has  ever  been  with  me  a favorite  doctrine,  and  ought  to  be 
justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  corner-stones  of  all  representative 
governments.  Our  constitutions  are  wisely  founded  upon  the 
representative  system;  and  the  very  meaning  of  that  term,  dis- 
plays the  nature  and  benefit  of  the  system.  A representative  is 
a public  agent,  who  represents-the  wishes,  interests  and  senti- 


ments of  the  people;  and,  though  they  may  not  choose  to  re- 
gulate his  course  by  special  instructions,  in  consequence  of  a 
presumption  that  he  may  olten  enjoy  information  that  they  do 
not  possess,  the  real  nature  of  their  relation  is  not  materially 
changed.  “The  virtue,  spirit  and  essence  of  a house  of  repre- 
sentatives is  their  being  the  express  image  of  the  feelings  of 
the  nation. ” This  is  one  of  the  great  and  distinguishing  prin- 
ciples of  our  own  free  institutions,  and  1 have  always  stood 
pledged  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  to  uphold  and  maintain 
It.  In  vain,  iny  dear  sir,  might  a country  like  ours  lavish  its 
blood  and  tteasure  in  defence  of  its  liberty,  and  erect  barriers 
against  unihition  and  power,  if  public  agents  should  be  permit- 
ted to  deny  the  right  of  the  people  to  instruct,  and  the  duty  of 
the  representative  to  obey,  or  surrender  up  the  trust.  A repre- 
sentative government,  without  this  right,  would  be  little  else 
than  the  essence  of  mockery.  Nothing  then  can  shake  the 
deep  rooted  opinions  vvhicti  1 have  so  long  fostered  and  acted 
on,  and  which  in  my  representative  character  I could  never 
consent  in  any  manner  to  impair,  without  an  entire  abandon- 
ment  of  private  honor  and  public  duty.  I shall,  therefore,  not 
hesitate  to  acknowledge  this  right,  and  obey  the  wishes  and  in- 
structions of  a majority  of  my  constituents,  upon  questions  of 
expediency  and  practical  policy,  involving  no  violation  of  the 
oath  I have  taken  to  support  the  constitution  of  my  country,  or 
alfect  my  conscience  or  honor. 

I beg  you  to  communicate  these,  my  opinions,  in  such  man- 
ner as  you  may  choose,  to  those  who  are  really  desirous  of 
knowing  what  they  are,  or  feel  an  interest  in  the  matter.  This 
is  all  that  I deem  it  needful  or  proper  for  me  to  say,  and  you 
will  use  it  as  you  please.  It  is,  however,  possible  that  even 
this  may  not  be  sati.sfactory  to  some  portion  of  my  constituents, 
and  an  efiort  may  be  made  to  force  me  to  retire.  Be  it  so.  I 
am  ready  to  lay  down  the  trust,  whenever  it  may  be  required  in 
a manner  that  1 ought  to  listen  to  and  re.^pect.  I have  said  so 
to  many  of  my  other  friends.  Under  such  circumstances,  1 
could  have  no  motive  to  continue.  Verily,  my  friend,  as  you 
well  know,  I have  paid  dearly  for  all  my  public  honors.  They 
have  brought  on  me  heavy  pecuniary  losses,  and  been  produc- 
tive of  any  thing  but  peace  and  iranquillily.  I gave  up  u lucra- 
tive profession,  with  the  prospect  of  increased  wealth,  to  de- 
vote myself  to  the  public  seivice,  and  now  i am  to  be  repaid 
with  denunciation  and  abuse!  All  that  I ever  expected  or  wish- 
ed was,  to  serve,  and  merit  ihe  approbation  of,  my  country; 
and  especially  those,  whom,  for  so  long  a time,  it  had  been  my 
pride  and  (ileasure  to  represent;  and  I declare  to  God,  that 
through  the  whole  course  of  my  public  life,  I had  looked  to  this, 
as  the  highest  reward  for  all  my  public  labors.  No  man  would 
lament  more  deeply  or  sincerely  than  1 should  do,  the  loss  of 
this  confidence:  but  if  it  must  be  so,  and  my  services  are  no 
longer  desired,  I shall  most  willingly  retire.  It  remains  for  me 
only  to  add,  that  until  I do,  1 shall  continue  to  discharge  my 
duties  in  tlie  manner  I think  right  and  best  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  peculiar  interests  and  prospeiity  of  my  immediate 
district,  and  the  welfare  and  honor  of  our  cuinmon  country. 

With  cordial  and  sincere  regard,  I am,  dear  sir,  your  friend 
and  servant,  A.  SI’EVENSON. 

Col.  John  Rutherfoord,  Richmosid,  Va. 

MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Nothing  gives  moie  satisfaction  to  a candid  and  ingenuous 
mind,  than  to  make  acknowledgment  of  wrong,  when  wrong 
has  been  committed;  and  ceitninly  nothing  is  more  honorable. 
Mr.  Clayton,  of  Georgia,  in  a recent  speech  in  tlie  house  ol  re- 
presentatives, thus  concluded  his  remarks.  [^lex.  Gaz. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  the  first  fair  opportunity  that  has  present- 
ed itself  to  make  satisfaction  for  wrongs  which  I believe  1 my- 
self have  committed,  not  fioin  malice,  for  1 entertain  that  pas- 
sion against  no  human  being,  but  from  an  over- wrought  and  in- 
cautious zeal.  In  my  opposition  to  the  bank,  on  a former  oc- 
casion, I have  carefully  reviewed  my  remarks,  and  find  reflec- 
tions which  are  unworthy  of  me  and  the  cause  they  were  de- 
signed to  support.  They  were  calculated  to  wound  the  feel- 
ing.‘«  of  many  high  and  honorable  men  in  and  out  of  the  bank; 
and,  if  such  has  been  the  elTect,  I can  offer  no  higher  reparation 
than  the  public  expression  of  my  regret.  I rctiact  every  thing 
personal,  either  in  fact  or  tendency,  and  rejoice  that  when  I 
have  done  a wrong,  my  sense  of  justice  inclines  me  to  redress 
it;  neither  a dictate  of  false  pride,  nor  a diead  of  even  deserved 
reproach,  shall  ever  interpose  between  the  injury  of  which  I 
have  been  the  unguarded  cause,  and  the  due  retribution  ne- 
cessary to  its  full  attainment.  I do  not  pretend  that  this  is  a 
sentiment  peculiar  to  myself;  it  exists  in  every  mind  to  some 
extent,  and,  sooner  or  later,  is  apt  to  exert  its  just  control.  Sir, 
the  day  may  yet  come  when  the  present  chief  magistrate  shall 
feel  and  own  its  sway.  When  he  shall  have  reached  the  repose 
of  private  life,  removed  from  the  tempests  of  political  strife — 
when  he  shall  have  ceased  to  be  useful  to  flatterers  and  syco- 
phants, and  standing  upon  that  critical  confine  where  the  time 
past  of  a long  life  is  to  be  reviewed  in  the  short  span  of  that 
which  is  soon  to  end — if  no  oilier  wrong  of  which  he  has  been 
the  author  shall  extort  his  merited  confession,  that  at  least  to  the 
injured  Duane  will  wring  a repentant  sigh.  His  imagination 
must  wander  into  the  innocent  family  of  this  abused  individual, 
from  whose  quiet  bosom  he  was  reluctantly  withdrawn,  and, 
after  surveying  the  peace  which  he  has  disturbed,  the  feeling^ 
he  has  tortured,  the  friendship  with  which  he  has  sported,  tha 
integrity  he  has  distrusted,  the  independence  he  has  despised, 
and,  above  all,  that  spotless  reputation  his  minions  have  at- 
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tempted  to  defnine — IT  Ills  heart  plinll  not  obey  the  dictates  of 
the  generous  Bentimetit  1 liave  described,  it  will  be  wunliiig, 
greatly  wanting,  in  a piiiiciple  with  which  even  his  fame  of 
battle  cannot  compare,  and  will  justly  reduce  the  glory  of  his 
military  fortunes  to  an  empty  pageant. 

® ®<«~ 

COL.  CROCKETT. 

The  following  is  a sketch  of  the  remarks  of  col.  Crockett,  a 
member  of  the  house  ot  representatives  of  the  United  States 
from  Tennessee,  delivered  from  the  lower  balcony  o(  the  City 
Hall,  Rosion,  about  two  weeks  ago.  The  colonel  leturned  and 
look  his  seal  la.<l  week. 

He  eommeiiced  by  saying  that  he  came  here  without  the  least 
expectation  of  making  a speeclr,  he  came  not  as  a politician, 
but  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  his  most  intelligent  political 
friends,  gen.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  to  learn  from  personal  ob 
servaiion,  what  could  not  be  correctly  known  otherwise.  He 
had  no  expectation  of  attracting  any  attention  other  than  any 
private  citizen,  but  for  the  kind  civilities  he  had  received  he 
considered  it  his  duty  to  tender  his  most  grateful  thanks. 

He  then  alluded  to  his  political  course.  He  said  that  when 
he  first  went  to  congress  he  was  opposed  to  the  protective  sys- 
tem; Ke-thooght  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it;  but  since  he  had  visit- 
ed New  fhagJand,  he  had  changed  his  views  on  that  snbj(;ci;  he 
only  wished  that  some  ol  the  leading  politicians  of  the  southern 
states,  would  visit  the  New  England  manufactories,  and  said 
that  a single  visit  would  do  more  to  bring  about  peace,  harmony 
and  union  between  the  different  sections  of  the  country  than  all 
the  legislation  in  the  world. 

He  said  he  had  been  one  of  the  earliest  friends  and  supporters 
of  gen.  Jackson;  he  had  known  liim  from  liis  youth  np;  he  had 
fought  with  liiin,  and  was  one  of  the  first  who  fired  a gun  in  the* 
battles  in  vviiich  gen.  Jackson  gained  so  much  renown.  He  had 
supported  him  for  the  presidency  hecause  he  believed  liitn  an 
honest  man.  He  did  not  suppose,  what  he  has  since  found  to 
be  the  case,  that  he  would  consider  that  the  greatest  offence  a 
roan  could  commit,  would  he  to  vote  against  Andrew  Jackson. 

He  would  refer  back  to  the  condition  of  tlie  country  only 
seven  months  ago.  Then  we  had  the  best  currency  in  the  world, 
our  commerce  and  manufactures  were  in  the  highest  stale  of 
prosperity;  now  we  see  ruin  and  distress  pervading  all  classes  of 
the  community.  And  for  what  purpose  has  all  this  misery  lieen 
brought  ahoiii.’  Merely  to  gratify  the  prejudices  and  will  of  a 
superanuated  old  man.  He  said  we  had  arrived  at  a crisis  such 
as  we  had  never  before  known. 

He  had  never  apprehended  any  serious  consequences  from 
the  troubles  in  South  Carolina;  he  did  not  think  the  single  state 
of  South  Carolina  could  dissolve  the  union.  But  now  things 
wore  an  alarming  aspect,  W'hen  we  see  neighborhood  against 
neighborhood,  city  against  city,  and  state  against  state;  when  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  union  seizes  the  sword  of  the  nation 
with  one  hand,  and  the  purse  with  the  other,  and  bids  defiance 
to  congress  and  to  the  whole  country,  we  may  with  good  reason 
tremble  for  the  result.  Look  at  the  president’s  course.  He  first 
attacked  the  bank,  and  demolished  that,  and  then  levelled  his 
gun  and  fired  at  the  senate.  But  he  was  glad  to  say  that  the 
senate  was  firm,  that  it  was  able  to  resist  iiis  assaults;  that  it 
could  and  it  would  save  the  country;  and  when  general  Jackson 
discharged  his  gun  at  the  senate,  he  fired  into  the  wrong  flock. 

He  said  he  was  no  man’s  follower;  he  belonged  to  no  parly;  he 
had  no  interest  but  the  good  of  the  country  at  heart;  ho  would 
BOtiloop  to  fawn  or  flatter  to  gain  the  favor  of  any  of  the  po- 
litical demagogues  of  the  present  time.  Gen.  Jackson’s  political 
conduct  had  disappointed  him,  and  he  turned  the  hack  of  his 
hand  towards  him;  and  when  he  was  reproached  for  deserting 
the  party,  “I  told  them  I had  rather  be  a nigger’s  man  or  a rac- 
koon  dog  than  belong  to  such  a party.” 

He  said  he  did  nottravel  to  make  political  speeches, he  wished 
to  travel  as  a private  citizen.  He  trusted  they  would  excuse  his 
defects,  for  he  was  but  a plain,  unlearned  man,  as  he  had  never 
had  but  six  months  schooling  in  his  life,  and  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  he  was  fitted  to  address  live  people  of  Boston,  the 
moat  enlightened  and  accomplished  city  in  the  world.  He  con- 
eloded  by  tendering  his  most  heart-felt  thanks  for  the  ve.ry  kind 
attentions  he  had  received  in  Boston,  and  indeed  wherever  lie 
had  been  throughout  New  England. 

— @ Cm--'. 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

JD06E  THOMPSON,  PRESIDING. 

John  F.  Sarchet  against  Samuel  Swartwout,  collector. 

[Reported  for  the  Journal  of  Commerce.] 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  $24  24  cents,  being  the  amount 
of  duty  charged  by  defendant  on  certain  articles  imported  by 
plaintilf  nnderthe  denomination  of  anchor  iron  and  links.  The 
articles  consisted  of  detached  links  partly  manufactured,  some 
of  them  turned  and  others  .straight,  fit  for  making  chain  cables 
or  chains  for  other  pnrpo.«es;  the  shank,  arm  and  palm  of  an 
anchor  in  separate  parts,  ready  to  be  welded  together:  cast  iron 
balls,  with  a hole  through  them,  for  putting  on  the  ends  of  an- 
chors, and  stays  or  studds. 

It  was  contended  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  if  these 
articles  were  subject  to  any  duty  it  was  at  most  only  25  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  whereas  tire  [ilaintiff  has  been  charged  2 cents 
per  lb.  for  the  detached  pieces  of  the  anchor,  and  3 cents  per  lb. 
for  Uie  cable  or  chain  links. 

The  plaintiff’s  Counsel  made  the  following  points: 

I.  That  by  the  acts  of  congress  previous  to  1832  the  links  and 
anchor  iron,  though  w^li  known  articles  of  commerce  were  not 


enumerated  by  those  distinctive  appellations,  but  were  non  en- 
umerated articles  paying  a duty,  under  the  act  of  1816,  of  15  per 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  that  they  were  not  inanufacliires  of  iron. 

11.  J hat  ihii.-i  under  the  old  laws  paying  a duty  ol  15  per  cent, 
ad  valorem,  unle.<s  enuinetaied  in  the  law  of  1832,  or  einbiaccd 
by  some  gt  neral  cl.uise,  they  were  free.  The  law  of  1832,  sec. 

3,  says — “All  articles  nut  enumerated  in  this  act,  imr  the  ex- 
isting laws,  and  which  are  now  lialile  to  an  ad  voloreni  duly 
of  15  per  ceniuin,  shall  be  exempied  from  duty.” 

HI.  Tbal  they  were  not  enumerated  in  the  law  of  1832. 

IV’.  That  the  links  were  not  iron  cables,  or  chains,  or  parts 
thereof,  nianuiaclured  in  whole  or  in  part,  under  section  1,  arti- 
cle 9,  which  says— “iron  cables,  or  chains,  or  parts  tliereof, 
manufactured  in  whole  or  in  part,4hree  cents  per  pound.” 

V.  That  the  links  were  not  a manufacture  of  iron,  but  links, 
so  kii(;wii  by  name  in  commerce,  jiartly  manufactured. 

VI.  Tliatalink  partly  manufactured  was  not  a manufacture 
of  iron  partly  finished,  under  section  I,  article  12,  which  says— 
“All  manulactiues  of  iron,  partly  finislied,  shall  pay  the  same 
rale  ot  duty  as  if  entirely  finished.” 

VII.  Thailinks  wholly  finished  w'oiild  not  be  a manufacture 
of  iron,  for  they  were  nut  an  article  fit  for  any  useful  purpose, 
under  the  decision  in  5 Cranch,  United  Slates  reports,  28. 

VHl.  At  any  rate,  links,  if  finished,  could  be  a manufaelure 
ofiron,  paying  a duty  ol  25  per  cent,  under  section  1,  article  12, 
which  says — “All  niaiiulacinres  ol  iron  not  enumerated  to  pay 
a duly  ol22  per  cent,  ad  valorem,”  as  no  one  could  say  to  what 
purpose  ihe.se  links  would  be  applied;  wlietber  lo  making  bob 
stays,  lopsaij  sheets,  crane  chains,  rail  road  chains,  &,c.  &c. 
and  “all  chains  but  cables  pay  twenty-five  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem.” 

That  the  anchor  iron  in  the  same  way  was  free.  That  a manu- 
facture of  iron,  was  an  article  having  that  labor  bestowed  upon 
it  necessary  to  fit  it  for  some  useful  purpose,  for  its  intended 
use.  That  a manufacture  finished  in  pan,  was  the  whole  ar- 
ticle, a part  of  which  was  finislied,  as  a shovel,  pan.  &c.  That 
a chain  was  a series  of  eonnecitd  links — a part  of  a cliain  cable 
was  the  section  between  the  shackles — a piece  of  a chain  or  a 
part,  if  synoriomous,  was  a series  of  links  connected,  equally 
finished,  as  ilie  whole,  less  only  the  extent. 

The  court  charged  the  jury  in  favor  of  ilie  defendant  except 
as  regarded  the  balls  which  it  saw  could  not  be  considered  more 
than  castings.  As  lo  the  slays  or  studds,  if  tlie  jury  considered 
that  they  were  exclusively  used  for  making  chain  cables,  then 
they  were  to  consider  them  part  of  a chain  cable;  relative  to 
them  and  the  links,  the  court  however  think  it  doubtful  as  lo 
wlielher  they  were  liable  to  the  duty  charged. 

The  district  attorney  gave  up  the  case  as  regarded  the  balls 
and  links,  and  the  jury  returned  a verdit  for  the  defendant  on 
the  other  articles. 

SAME  AGAINST  SAME. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  $400,  being  the  amount  of  duty 
charged  on  80  tons  of  coal  dust,  which  tlie  plaintiff  had  imporid 
from  England,  and  in  which  the  delemlant  made  him  pay  a duty 
of  6 cents  per  bushel  heaped. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  it  ap- 
peared tliat  the  article  in  question  is  composed  of  coal  dust  and 
clay,  and  called  coal  screenings  at  Newcastle,  from  whence 
plaintiff  imported  it;  tliat  it  costs  nothing  at  the  mines  except 
the  expense  of  removal,  and  that  it  was  invoiced  to  plaintiff  at 
6 shillings  per  clialdron.  It  also  paid  an  export  duty  in  Eng- 
land, of  2 shillings  per  chaldron. 

Other  evidence  was  adduced  to  show  that  the  article  is  much 
used  by  blacksmiths  in  the  country,  and  that  it  pays  the  full  coal 
duty. 

The  court  charged  the  jury  that  if  the  article  was  coal,  though 
of  a very  inferior  quality,  still  it  came  under  the  denomination 
of  coal  and  was  subject  to  coal  duty,  but  if  the  article  was 
known  to  the  mercantile  community  only  under  the  name  of 
screenings,  and  not  that  of  coal,  it  did  not  come  under' the  tariff. 
If,  however,  dealers  in  the  article  understood  it  to  be  coal  fit  for 
blacksmiths,  though  not  fit  for  burning  in  fire  grates,  it  came 
within  the  provision#  of  the  tariff.  Verdict  for  defendant. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff,  Messrs.  Charles  Walker  and  J.  P.  Hall. 
For  defendant,  Mr.  Price. 

LAW  AGAINST  GAMING. 

Commonw'ealth  o f Massachusetts. 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  GAMING. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  ge- 
neral court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  3’hat  up- 
on complaint  on  oath  by  any  person  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  or  any  police  court,  tliat  he  suspects,  or  hath  cause  to 
suspect,  that  any  house  or  other.huildiiig,  is  used  as,  and  for  a 
common  gaming  house,  for  the  purpose  of  gaming  for  money, 
or  other  property,  and  that  the  same  is  unlawfully  used  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  any  idle  and  dissolute  person  or  persons  re- 
sort to  the  same,  with  that  design,  whether  the  names  of  such 
person  or  persons  are  known  to  such  complainant  or  not,  it 
sh.aB  be  the  duty  of  such  justice  of  the  peace  or  police  court,  to 
is.sue  a warrant  in  due  form  of  law,  commanding  the  sheriff,  or 
his  deputy,  or  the  constables  of  the  city  of  Boston,  or  of  any 
town  wiltiin  this  commonwealth,  to  enter  into  such  building, 
and  there  to  arrest  all  and  every  person  who  shall  be  there 
found  playing  for  money  or  otherwise,  and  the  keeper  or  keep- 
ers of  the  same,  and  also  to  take  into  their  custody  all  the  ma- 
terials and  instruments  for  gaming  as  aforesaid;  and  the  person 
or  persons  bo  arrested,  or  all  thd  materials  or  instruments  afor* 
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said,  to  keep,  so  that  the  same  may  be  forthcoming  before  such 
justice  of  me  peace  or  police  court,  to  be  dealt  with  and  dis- 
posed of  according  to  law. 

Approved  by  the  governor,  March  31,  1S34. 

THE  COIN  15 ILL. 

HOUSE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES — MAY  27. 

The  following  engrossed  bill  was  this  day  taken  up  for  consi- 
deration, viz: 

A bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  silver  coins  within 
the  United  St.ales. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^‘c.  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
and  for  three  years  thereafter,  and  no  longer,  the  following  sil- 
ver coins  shall  pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  States, 
and  be  a legal  tender,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts 
and  demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say:  the  dollars 
of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili  and  Central  America,  and  those  re- 
stamped  III  Urazil,  of  the  value  of  nine  hundred  aud  sixty  teas, 
when  of  not  less  hneness  than  ten  ounces,  hfieen  pennyweights 
and  twelve  grains  of  pure  silver  in  the  troy  ppund  of  twelve 
ounces  of  standard  silver,  at  one  hundred  and  sixteen  cents 
and  one-tenth  of  a cent  per  ounce:  and  the  five  frank  pieces  of 
France,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen 
pennyweights  in  twelve  ounces  troy  of  standard  silver,  at  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  cents  and  four  tenths  of  a cent  per  ounce: 
Provided,  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  such  tender  by  weight 
shall  not  extend  to  the  payment  of  any  debt  or  demand  for  a 
less  sum  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  wind  be  it  furtUer  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  aforesaid 
silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  at  least  once  in  every  year,  aud  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Mr.  Gorham  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a committee  of 
the  whole,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following: 

Be  it  enacted,  S(c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
the  following  silver  coins  shall  be  of  the  legal  value,  and  shall 
pass  current  as  money  within  the  United  Stales,  by  tale,  for  the 
payment  of  all  debts  and  demands  at  the  rale  of  one  hundred 
cents  the  dollar;  that  is  to  say,  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili 
and  Central  America,  of  not  less  weight  than  as  now  coined,  and 
those  restamped  in  Brazil  of  the  like  weight,  when  of  not  less 
fineness  than  ten  ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights  and  twelve 
grains  of  pure  silver,  in  the  troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of 
standard  silver;  and  the  five  frank  pieces  of  France,  when  of 
not  less  fineness  than  ten  ounces  and  sixteen  pennyweights  in 
twelve  ounces  troy  weight  of  standard  silver,  at  the  rale  of 
ninety-three  cents  each. 

After  debate,  the  motion  was  agreed  to,  by  86  votes  to  82:  and 
the  amendment  having  been  made  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Gorham, 
the  bill,  thus  amended,  was  read  a third  lime,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

— 

THE  NOMINATION  OF  WASHINGTON. 

To  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer. 

Gentlemen — The  honor  of  the  nomination  of  general  Wash- 
ington as  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  U.  States  in 
the  congress  of  1775,  has  heretofore  been  awarded  to  Mr.  John 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  and  a statement  to  that  effect,  taken 
the  rounds  in  the  newspapers,  including  the  Intelligencer,  (no 
doubt  extracted  from  some  other  print),  at  different  periods. 
The  fact  of  the  nomination  having  been  made  by  Thomas  John- 
son, of  Maryland,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  I long 
since  learned  from  Mr.  Johnson  himself,  and  with  a view  of 
correcting  the  error,  and  doing  justice  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased, you  will  oblige  me  by  publishing  my  letter  to  judge 
Cranch,and  his  reply,  which  is  a further  corroboration  of  the 
fact  stated.  Respectfully  yours,  8cc.  GEORGE  JOHNSON. 
Messrs.  Gales  4'  Seaton. 

Note — General  Washington,  when  elected  chief  magistrate  of 
the  United  States,  amongst  the  first  appointments  made  by  him, 
was  that  of  Thomas  Johnson  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  state, 
(having  seen  the  letter  of  appointment  in  general  Washington’s 
hand  writing),  which  proffer  was  declined  by  Mr.  Johnson,  in 
consequence,  at  the  time,  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  left  him 
with  a family  of  young  children.  G.  J. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Geors^e  Johnson  to  the  hon.  judge  Crunch, 
dated  \Ath  March,  1833. 

Dear  sir:  I have  seen  it  published  in  the  newspapers,  at 
ditferent  times,  that,  in  the  year  1775,  Mr.  John  Adams,  of  Mas- 
sachusets,  nominated  to  the  then  congress  gen.  Washington,  of 
Virginia,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  American  forces. 

The  fact  is,  the  nomination  was  made  by  Thomas  Johnson,  of 
Maryland,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  which  was  carried  as  I 
have  learned  from  Mr.  Johnson  himself. 

With  a view  of  establishing  the  fact,  and  correcting  the  error, 
I referred  to  the  old  journals  of  congress  in  the  state  depart- 
ment, but  they  being  imperfectly  kept,  not  staling  the  name  or 
mover  of  a resolution,  &c.  no  satisfaction  could  be  obtained 
therefrom. 

I since  have  learned  that  you  delivered  an  oration  in  the  Ca- 
pitol, on  the  death  of  ex-president  John  Adams;  and  in  reference 
to  the  events  of  time  past,  you  did  justice,  in  this  particular,  to 
Mr.  Johnson.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  by  informing  me  as  to 
the  source  from  whence  you  derived  your  information,  as  to  the 
fact  then  stated  by  you. 


Washington,  Jlugust  6,  1833. 

To  Mr.  George  Johnson: 

Dear  sir:  1 received  your  letter  of  March  last  while  the 
court  was  sitting;  and  in  consequence  of  my  absence  from  home 
since  the  adjournment  of  the  court,  I have  not  until  now,  had 
lime  to  look  over  my  notes  of  the  memoir  of  the  life  of  Mr. 
Adams,  to  find  my  authority  for  the  statement  that  the  nomina- 
tion of  general  Washington  as  commander-in  chief  of  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies,  in  1775,  was  made  by  the  late  gov. 
Thomas  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  I have  looked  over  my  notes, 
but  find  no  reference  to  any  authority  for  the  fact.  1 believe, 
however,  that  I look  it  from  some  publication  made  by  authority 
of  Mr.  Adams  himself,  in  a pamphlet  or  newspaper  printed  in 
Boston.  I was  well  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  when 
I made  it.  With  great  respect,  1 am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  WILLIAM  CRANCH. 

— 

PRODUCE  OF  ENGLAND. 

The  following  table  is  taken  from  Pebrer’s  and  Moreau’s 
Tables,  and  all  compiled  from  parliamentary  documents. 
Annual  produce  of  agriculture  in  all  its  branches  £246,600,000 


of  mines  and  minerals 21,400,000 

of  fisheries 3,400,000 

of  manufactures 148,000,000 


Total  annual  produce  of  producers £ 419,400,000 


Annual  profits  of  inland  trade 48,425,000 

of  coasting  trade 3,550,000 

of  shipping  and  foreign  commerce..  34,398.000 

of  bankers 4,500,000 

of  foreign  ineome 4,.500,000 


Total  annual  produce  of  consumers £95,373,000 


producers. 

Number  of  agricultural  persons,  and  their  families. . . .6.300,000 

Miners 600,000 

Manufacturers 2,400,000 

Artificers,  builders,  &c 650,000 

9,950,000 

CONSUMERS. 

Shopkeepers 2,100,000 

Tailors,  shoemakers 1,080,000 

Soldiers  and  Sailors 830,000 

Clergy,  doctors,  &c 4.50.000 

Paupers 1,110,000 

Annuitants.. 1,116,000 


, 5,686,000  ■ 

CANADIAN  STATISTICS. 

Collected  from  the  Montreal  Weekly  .Abstract  of  Dec.  11,  1833. 
Comparative  statement  of  arrivals,  tonnage  and  emigrants,  at 
the  port  of  Quebec,  since  1818;  taken  from  the  exchange 
books: 


Years. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage.  Emigrants. 

1819 

631 

155,518 

12.907 

1820 

576 

148,195 

11,239 

1821 

418 

100,646 

8,050 

1822 

586 

146,188 

10,468 

1823 

542 

131,862 

10,258 

1824 

603 

148,581 

6,515 

1825 

762 

191,614 

9,097 

1626 

694 

178,792 

10,731 

1827 

600 

152,764 

16,862 

1828 

701 

183,255 

11,697 

1829 

861 

234,301 

13,357 

1830 

855 

225,138 

24  ,.391 

1831 

1,009 

259,878 

49,250 

1832 

961 

248,038 

51,422 

1833 

1,007 

271,147 

22,062 

Some  of  the  chief  exports  from  Canada,  by  sea,  to  the  close  of 

the  navigation 

1832. 

18,33. 

Stave.s 

4,393.000  4,585,000 

Wheat 

659,000 

Flour 

bbls. . . . 

44,886 

92,393 

Beef 

ii 

5,1.57 

5,227 

Pork 

8,040 

12,382 

Montreal  ashes  store  statement,  1st  December. 

Pots.  Pearls. 

Total. 

Inspected  1831 

29,.379  19,924 

49,303 

1832 

27,260  14.606 

41.866 

1833 

22,594  12i574 

35,168 

Inland  i 

mports  to  Montreal. 

Pork 

.From  Upper  Canada 4,437 

1,475 

“ Lower  province 2,808 

2,034 

“ United  Slates 13,059 

25,609 

Total  barrels 20,304 

29,118 

254 
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Flour . . 

....57,260 

26 

95,193 

4 

“ United  States 

,...25,930 

44,701 

Total  barrels 

...83,216 

139,898 

Wheat. 

“ Lower  (imviiice. . . 
“ United  iStales 

800 
. . 2,428 

302,918 

38,143 

6,800 

Total  bushels 

..259,320 

337,861 

Tobacco^ 

hhds.  Upper  Canada 

“ United  istates 

335 

87 

Total 

422 

kegs  Upper  Canada 

“ United  Stales 

240 

58 

1,123 

1,944  1,181 

THE  BONAPARTE  FAMILY  AND  FRANCE. 

Josepli  Napoleon  Boiiapacte  lias  publislied  tlie  following  let- 
ter to  itie  subscribers  of  tlie  petitions  addressed  to  the  chamber 
of  deputies  ealliog  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  banishment  en- 
acted ill  1815  against  the  family  of  Napoleon: 

“Gentlemen — Your  voice  has  been  raised  in  favor  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Napoleon.  We  love  to  believe  that  it  has  expressed 
a popular  wish.  Still  it  has  not  been  favorably  received  by  the 
majority  of  the  chamber  in  the  sitting  of  the  22d  February. 
Notwithstanding,  we  are  not  less  bound  to  offer  you  the  tribute 
of  our  hearty  gratitude,  as  well  as  to  the  members  of  the  mi- 
nority, the  real  organs  of  the  national  syniiiathies. 

“Oil  that  occasion  the  president  of  the  ministerial  council, 
the  duke  of  Dalmatia,  marshal  Soult,  major  general  of  the  em- 
peror at  Waterloo,  and  my  old  chief  of  the  staff  in  Andalusia, 
&c.  stood  forth  as  our  accuser,  and,  not  satisfied  with  pro- 
scribing us,  is  daring  enough  to  assert  that  the  brothers  of  Na- 
poleon “had  not  refrained  in  foreign  connlties  from  the  in- 
trigues of  factions.”  I alone,  of  all  the  brothers  of  Napoleon, 
resided  in  a free  country  at  the  period  of  the  revolution  of  1830. 
I was  alone  in  a condition  to  recall  to  France  the  son  of  Napo- 
leon, with  whose  sentiments,  altogether  French,  I W’as  ac- 
quainted. I wrote  to  the  chamber  of  deputies  on  the  8tli  of 
September,  1830,  from  New  York. 

“The  new  king  was  proclaimed  when  my  letter  reached 
Paris;  it  was  now  read  in  the  chamber.  I arrived  in  England  after 
the  reform  bill,  and  on  the  same  day  saw  in  the  public  journals 
the  announcement  of  the  premature  death  of  my  brother’s  or- 
phan. At  the  same  time  1 learned  that  France  was  still  closed  to 
us.  I remained  therein  under  the  social  securities,  (which  in 
this  place  are  not  deceitful  allusion),  in  expectation  of  the  mo- 
ment when  the  voice  of  the  French  people,  restored  to  itself, 
would  destroy  that  monument  of  national  bondage  demanded 
by  strangers,  through  a hatred  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of 
that  which  had  been  the  most  representative  of  that  revolution. 

“The  France  of  July  has  erected  his  statue;  his  family  are 
still  proscribed,  their  only  crime  being  the  name  which  Napo- 
leon has  bequeathed  to  them.  I cannot  help  indulging  a hope 
that  this  unjust  law  will  be  repealed.  With  my  best  wishes 
have  I pressed  it,  not  so  much  on  account  of  my  own  private 
interests,  but  rather  in  behalf  of  fifty  members  of  our  family, 
and  still  more  than  all,  for  the  sacred  interest  of  the  outraged 
national  dignity. 

“Such  are  the  intrigues  of  which  I take  a pleasure  in  ren- 
dering a full  account  to  my  fellow  citizens.  I appeal  to  the  im- 
partiality of  their  judgment,  and  they  will  persevere  in  mani- 
festing it  in  a legal  manner,  by  availing  tliemselves  of  the  sa- 
cred and  inalienable  right  of  petition.  If  the  Paris  police  can 
discover  any  other  intrigues,  I urge  them  to  disclose  them  to 
the  president  of  the  council — I defy  him  to  produce  a single 
proof  in  support  of  the  calumnious  assertions.  I do  not  wish 
to  discriminate  further. 

“With  respect  to  the  proposition  forgiving  us  permission  to 
reside  in  France,  according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  the  minis- 
ters, we  trust  that  no  one  will  believe  that  a single  member  of 
our  family  would  ever  wish  to  return  to  it  stripped  of  the  utvi- 
versal  law.  It  would  be  a strange  spectacle,  truly,  were  the 
family  of  Napoleon  to  constitute  amongst  the  great  people,  a 
class  of  ministerial  hostages.  It  could  not  have  been  certainly, 
to  degrade  us,  that  you  demanded  our  return;  and  the  member 
of  the  chamber  of  deputies  who  repudiates  the  law  that  deprives 
us  of  our  right  as  citizens  have  been  the  interpreters  of  our 
sentiments  and  of  yours.  It  is  the  country  with  all  the  rights 
and  responsibilities  of  a citizen  that  we  seek  for,  which  you 
seek  for  us,  and  we  hope  to  obtain  from  the  nation’s  will. 

“In  order  to  decry  us  before  the  eyes  of  the  new  generation, 
and  to  justify  both  the  banishment  and  confiscations  with  which 
we  have  been  visited,  they  have  made  us  pretenders.  We  be- 
long to  the  age  in  which  we  live — we  are  the  creatures  of 
France,  in  1804 — Frenchmen,  subordinate  to  the  will  of  France, 
in  1834 — we  are  aware  that  the  generation  of  to-day  is  not  bound 
by  the  will  of  its  ancestors,  that  nations  may  perpetuate,  alter, 
modify,  restore,  and  destroy  whatever  has  been  e.stablished  in 
former  times,  and  under  different  state  of  circumstances — we 
have  ever  known  that  families,  as  well  as  individuals,  were 
bound  to  free  nations  by  obligations  and  not  by  rights.  Had 


Napoleon  been  alive  at  this  day,  he  would  have  concurred  with 
us— he  would  have  recognised  the  sovereignty  of  the  French 
people,  who  alone  have  the  right  togive  that  governmenf  which 
seems  most  to  their  interest,  or  aceoiding  to  llieir  pleasure, 
nay,  even  according  to  "it.s  caprice.  The  dielaioiship,  too  long 
maintained  by  Napoleon,  has  made  him  un  object  of  conlcinpt 
with  some  persons.  'I'liis  dictaiorsliip  was  prolonged  by  the 
perverseness  ol  the  foes  of  the  revolimon,  who  aflecieri  to  ob- 
literate ill  his  person  the  principle  of  national  sovereignly,  of 
which  he  was  but  the  enianaiion. 

But  at  the  general  [leace,  universal  suffrage,  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  all  guarantees  of  enduring  pro.-perity  of  a great  n.ition, 
which  he  contemplated,  must  have  wholly  unveiled  him  to 
France,  and  must  have  enabled  all  his  cotcmporaries  to  form 
the  same  judgment  of  him  as  posterity  will  eniettain.  His 
whole  thoughts  were  known  to  me.  and  my  duty  is  to  proclaim 
them  loudly.  He  sacrificed  himself  on  two  occasions  to  avoid 
a civil  war  in  France.  Those  who  inherit  his  name  would  re- 
nounce forever  the  felicity  of  breathing  the  air  of  that  country, 
could  they  believe  that  their  presence  would  be  a source  of  the 
slightest  disturbance  to  her  peace.  Never  will  they  relinquish 
their  appeal  to  the  nation. 

“Such  are  the  principles,  the  opinions,  and  feelings  of  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  faqiily  of  Napoleon,  of  whom  I 
am  the  organ — all  for  the  people,  and  by  the  people. 

“With  such  sentiments,  gentlemen  and  fellow  citizens  shall 
w'e  vindicate,  I trust,  the  patriotic  anxiety  which  you  have 
testified  towards  us. 

“JOSEPH  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE.” 


— @ ■ 

BANK  OF  MARYLAND. 

Mdressed  to  the  creditors. 

In  making  this  report  to  the  creditors  of  the  bank  of  Mary- 
land, the  undersigned  trustees  beg  leave  to  state,  that  although 
the  bank  failed  upon  the  24th  March,  they  did  not  enter  upon 
their  duties  until  the  5th  April.  In  this  interval  there  were 
very  large  payments  to  the  bank. 

The  trustees  found  in  the  outset  many  questions  requiring  ex- 
tensive investigation,  and  immediate  decision;  many  of  these 
could  only  be  adjusted  by  correspondence  with  persons  at  a 
distance.  The  daily,  pressing  demands  upon  the  lime  and  at- 
tention of  the  trustees  from  debtors  and  creditors,  postponed 
any  immediate  general  investigation  of  the  trust  affair.-?. 

The  arrangement  of  the  proper  accounts  of  the  trust,  was  a 
matter  the  trustees  could  not  postpone;  to  delay  that,  was  cer- 
tain to  create  confusion.  Their  liabilities  to  creditors,  and  the 
possibility  of  being  called  into  the  courts,  made  their  own  ac- 
counts a matter  of  the  first  interest  to  them.  Before  time  indis- 
pensable for  these  various  arrangements  had  elapsed,  Mr.  Evan 
Poultney’s  health  prevented  any  communication  with  him; 
since  his  recovery  we  have  as  before  been  constantly  employ- 
ed, and  we  are  now  enabled  to  exhibit  only  a partial  view  of 
the  matters  under  our  care. 

The  various  amounts  reported  in  the  statement  as  due  to,  and 
from  the  bank,  are  ascertained  by  the  cashier  and  clerks,  in 
whom  we  have  entire  confidence;  we  feel  quite  sure  from  all 
we  have  seen,  that  their  accuracy  may  be  relied  on,  and  believe 
that  the  extent  of  the  bank’s  debt  is  fully  staled. 

The  opinions  formed  by  the  trustees  of  the  goodness  of  the 
debts  due  the  bank,  must  be  understood  as  having  reference  to 
the  original  resolutions  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank,  and  the  legal  opinion  of  the  advisers  of  the  trust: — that 
the  trustees  are  bound  to  receive  notes  oj  and  deposites  in  the  bank 
in  payment  of  debts  due.  Without  this  right  many  debts  must 
have  "been  lost;  with  this  right,  which  is  important  in  keeping 
up  the  value  of  the  bank  notes  and  certificates,  many  debts 
will,  we  think,  still  be  paid. 

We  have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Pouifney,  any  statement 
of  his  own  affairs,  in  answer  to  our  application  for  information 
from  him. 


JOHN  B.  MORRIS, 
R.  W.  GILL, 


trustees. 


28th  May,  1834. 

Thomas  EHicott,  esq.  for  reasons  assigned  on  his  part,  declin- 
ed uniting  in  this  report. 


Liabilities  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  ascertained  to  the  I9th  Mayt 
1834. 


Bank  and  post  notes  in  circulation  upon 
the  24th  March,  after  the  exchanges  of 
that  day  .$574,780  75 

Received  in  payment  and  upon  deposile 
since  24th  March,  259,460  00 

$315,320  75 

Certificates  of  special  deposites  out,  upon 
the  24lh  March  851,760  73 

Certificates  of  deposite  received  upon 
deposite  and  in  payment  by  the  trus- 
tees 344,927  47 

506,833  26 


Balances  due  individuals  on  open  account 270,506  72 

Balances  due  banks  in  the  city 181,751  11 

Balances  due  banks  out  of  Baltimore 331,202  37 

Due  for  dividends 2,604  00 

Due  Union  bank,  Tennessee,  for  balance  of  bonds  not 
credited  their  current  account 75,000  00 


$1,683,218  21 
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Estimate  of  the  resources  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  to  pay  debts, 
made  to  the  19XA.  May  1834,  inclusive. 

Balances  due  upon  open  accounts  as  reported  by  the 

book  keepers $130,949  91 

Estimated  good $64,431  33 

Disputed 36,750  88 

Doubtful 29,767  70 


$130,949  91 

Balances  reported  due  from  distant  banks 6,562  50 

Good 849  67 

Doubtful 1,447  24 

Attached 1,982  93 

Partially  involved  in  unsettled  coun- 
ter claiuis 2,282  66 

$6,562  50 

Balance  from  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria,  (in- 
solvent) 

Balances  due  from  agents  whose  accounts  have  not 

been  assigned,  (good)  106,518  45 

Promissory  notes  due  and  unpaid 156,581  74 

Good $64,576  62 

Disputed 4,000  00 

Doubtful 88,005  12 


14,787  95 


$156,581  74 

Promissory  notes  not  yet  due 412,563  46 

Good 340,300  06 

Doubtful 72,263  40 


6,319  80 
7,705  83 


$412,563  46 

Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  deposited  under 
the  resolution  of  the  creditors  at  5 per  cent.  $46,089  97 

Deposited  in  Commercial  and  Farmers’  bank,  Farmers  and 
Merchants’  bank,  Franklin  bank.  Union  bank  of  Maryland  and 
Marine  bank. 

Bills  drawn  for  other  balances  believed  to  be  due, 
and  transmitted  by  us  for  collection,  (good) 

Bills  discounted  by  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  trans- 
mitted by  the  bank  for  collectioii,  (good) 

Property  represented  as  pledged. 

Bank  stocks  of  various  kinds 118,997  50 

Promissory  notes,  &c 142,901  11 

261,898  61 

This  property  is  claimed  as  collateral  security  for  discounts 
upon  bills  and  notes,  &c.  and  balance  upon  open  account 
$250,000  00. 

These  items  are  considered  available  so  far  as  to  reduce  the 
liability  of  the  bank  of  Maryland. 

Unpledged  stacks. 

1,061  shares  general  insurance  slock,  va- 
lue unknown,  estimated  at  par  50,050  00 
993  shares  Cumberland  road  stock  4,000  00 

185  do.  Boonsboro’  road  do.  1,100  00 

4 do.  Baltimore  and  Frederick  turn- 

pike stock 

11  do.  Phoenix  Shot  Tower  comp’y  do. 

5 do.  Steam  Towing  do. 

15  do.  Maryland  Savings  Institution  do 


20  00 
800  00 
0 00 
0 00 

do.  Farmers  & Merchants  bank  do.  1,800  00 


57,770  00 


Reversionary  interest  depending  upon  the  life  of  a 
Mr.  Yates  in  France,  assigned  to  the  bank  many 
years  since,  6,313  00 

Time  of  payment  uncertain,  (well  secured,  and  now  worth 
$8,333i). 

Banking  house  and  lot  upon  South  street,  (good)  $10,000  00 

Evan  Poultney’s  notes 400,000  00 

Suspended  items,  consisting  of  checks  and  bank 

notes 18,528  36 

Good $11,112  53 

Doubtful 7,415  83 


$18,528  36 

Land  in  Washington  county,  300  acres,  (good) 

Bank  notes  on  hand 

Good $ 810  00 

Insolvent...  4,131  00 


2,700  00 
4,941  00 


$4,941  00 

A disputed  claim 25,000  00 

A claim  for  interest  on  money  loaned,  (good) 10,000  00 


RECAPlTDtATION. 

Good $689,407  29 

Cash  deposited 46,089  97 

Attached 4,265  59 

Contingent 261,898  61 


$1,685,230  58 


m 001  661  46  I Available  in  discharge  of 

Doubtful 617,818  24 

Disputed 65,750  88 

$1,685,230  58 


The  bank  of  Maryland  is  also  the  owner  of  4,000  shares 
Union  bank  of  Maryland  stock,  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
Union  bank  in  tru«t,  to  secure  the  payiiicnl  of  $.300,000  dis- 
counted in  Ociober  last,  and  paid  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  in 
the  course  of  dealings  between  those  institntioiis. 

The  bank  of  Maryland  is  also  holder  of  800  shares  of  her  own 
stock,  as  collateral  for  Mr.  I’oullney’s  debt,  ihe  value  of  this 
slock  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  her  ultimate  liabilities  to 
creditors, — the  purchasers  of  it  will  of  course  have  the  coiiuol 
of  Ihe  charter  of  ihe  bank. 

Mr.  Poiiiiiiey’s  private  estate  is  first  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  $80,000,  due  to  the  Union  bank  of  5Iaryland  which  will  so 
far  reduce  the  aggregate  debt  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  that  sum 
being  included  in  the  amount  of  certificates  and  balances  due 
from  this  bank.  It  is  next  ph-dged,  to  be  divided  equally  be- 
tween his  creditors  among  whom  this  bank  is  represented  to  be 
much  the  largest,  and  lastly  to  si;ciire  any  debt  of  the  bank  ol 
Maryland,  originating  prior  to  the  23d  March,  1834. 

There  are  other  claims  which  the  trustees  suppose  to  exist — 
these  are  in  a course  of  investigation,  but  the  trustees  caunot 
now  form  any  opinion  of  their  extent  and  value. 

The  amount  of  bills  and  notes  belonging  to  the  bank  collect- 
ed by  the  trustees  in  bank  of  Maryland  funds,  to  the  19lh  May 
inclusive  is  $669,300  43,  and  the  amount  since  ,$72,780  92. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

A plan  is  projecting  at  New  York  to  make  the  country  notes 
of  the  banks  of  the  state,  at  par  in  that  city.  It  cannot  be  ef- 
fected, we  think,  without  much  reducing  the  circulation  of  the 
banks  in  the  interior,  but  a great  public  benefit  would  be  derived 
from  its  accomplishment,  unless  the  appreciation  of  the  value 
of  the  currency,  that  must  follow  it,  should  over  balance  the 
good  that  is  promised. 

Dr.  Molt,  of  New  York,  has  succeeded  in  extracting  a stone 
that  wuighed  17  oz.  3 dwts.  avoirdupois,  from  the  bladder  of  a 
man  aged  26.  It  was  taken  out  entire,  all  attempts  to  break  it 
nr  drill  it  into  pieces  having  failed.  This  is  called  a ‘‘wonder- 
ful operation,”  sir  Ashley  Cooper  having  given  an  opinion  that 
a stone  of  8 or  9 ounces  is  the  largest  that  could  pass  through 
the  bony  stricture  in  the  gripe  of  the  forceps.  The  patient  was 
doing  well. 

ft  is  said  that  these  poor  fanatics,  the  Mormonites,  have  arm- 
ed themsHves  to  reconquer  their  “Holy  Land,”  in  Missouri. 
They  count  500  men,  and  seem  mad  enough  for  the  “trial  of 
battle.” 

A beautiful  ship  for  Ihe  India  trade,  has  recently  been  launch- 
ed in  London.  She  belongs  to  Baring  & Brothers,  and  is  to  go 
to  sea  with  no  spirituous  or  intoxicating  liquors  on  board.  The 
London  papers  call  that  “the  American  System.” 

As  the  mail  stage  was  proceeding  south,  it  was  robbed  near 
Norwalk,  Con.  of  the  bag  from  Boston  for  New  York.  It  con- 
tained large  remittances,  hut  as  they  are  almost  exclusively  in 
checks  and  bills  of  exchange,  it  is  thought  that  the  robbers  hard- 
ly obtained  100  dollars  in  passable  money.  They  left  the  checks 
and  bills  on  the  spot  where  they  had  opened  the  portmanteau. 

There  arc  nine  steamboats  now  plying  on  the  Red  River,  Ar- 
kansas. One  of  them  lately  passed  up  laden  with  Cherokee 
emigrants,  many  of  whom  were  sick  with  the  measles,  and 
about  30  had  died  of  the  cholera.  Some  cases  of  this  fearful 
disease  had  happened  at  Little  Rock. 

Several  of  the  lines  of  the  canals  in  Pennsylvania  being  com- 
pleted, are  in  very  active  employment.  The  intercourse  be- 
tween the  east  and  the  west,  great  as  it  is,  must  every  year  be 
increased,  and  especially  as  facilities  to  carry  it  on  are  multi- 
plied. The  “hard  times”  will  rather  add  to,  than  diminish, 
searches  for  markets. 

At  the  late  term  of  Macon  superior  court  (N.  C.),  an  Indian 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe,  living  within  the  chartered  limits  of  the 
state,  was  brought  before  judge  Strange  for  trial,  on  Ihe  charge 
of  horse  stealing,  under  the  supposition  that  the  act  of  the  last 
general  assembly  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  over  the 
Indian  territory;  but  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  the  intention 
of  that  act  wa.s  only  to  authorise  process  to  be  served  in  that 
country  on  such  as  were,  before  its  passage,  amenable  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  our  courts,  and  who  inighl  be  within  these  limits. 
The  prisoner  was  discharged. 

The  Connecticut  school  fund  amounts  to  $1,929,738  60 

chiefly  in  bonds,  mortgages,  bank  stocks  and  lands. 

The  Alabama  river  lately  ro.*e  the  unprecedented  height  of 
25  feet  at  Lempolis,  and  had  caused  great  damage  to  the  crops, 
&c. 

The  late  severe  frosts  have  done  much  injury  to  the  farmers 
and  planters  of  the  west  and  north  west.  In  some  parts,  even 
forest  trees  have  been  killed.  “Winter  lingered  in  the  lap  of 
May.” 

The  locust  is  just  now  very  plentiful.  They  are  harmless. 

A person  at  Albany,  on  his  way  from  PnfTalo  to  New  York, 
was  lately  robbed  of  a trunk  containing  100,000  dollars  in  bank 
notes— but  the  whole  was  recovered  and  tlie  supposed  culprit 
committed. 
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The  Charleston  rail  road  is  doing  a large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. 

The  village  of  Millersbnrg,  O.  containing  about  30  houses, 
has  suffered  the  loss  of  18  dwellings,  with  the  jail  and  olhei 
public  edifices,  by  fire. 

It  is  in  contemplation  to  construct  an  iron  rail  road  from 
Rome  to  Naples. 

On  the  27tli  March,  Rome  was  so  full  of  foreigners,  that  not  a 
lodging  could  be  procured. 

According  to  a document  drawn  up  with  immense  labor,  by 
the  French  government,  it  appears,  that  in  Russia,  one  child  is 
educated  out  of  every  367  inhabitants — in  Portugal,  1 in  88 — in 
Poland  1 in  78— in  France,  1 in  20— in  Austria,  l ln  13— in  Eng 
land,  1 in  11 — in  Bavaria,  1 in  10 — in  Prussia,  1 in  6 — and  in  the 
United  Slates,  1 in  4. 

There  is  at  present  in  Mexico,  an  Indian  represented  to  be 
eight  feet  three  inches  in  height,  but  only  18  years  of  age,  and 
of  most  hideous  appearance. 

The  following  is  said  to  be  the  force  of  the  French  navy. 
Ships  of  the  line,  33;  frigates  37;  sloops  17;  ditto  for  carrying  des- 
patches; 8;  brigs  for  despatches,  &C.  18;  bomb  vessels  8;  brigs 
filled  as  gun  boats  6;  galleons,  cullers  and  luggers,  17;  hatiinens 
de  flotilla,  36—214.  Store  ships  20;  garbaros  28.— total  260. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  is  engaged  in  writing 
“Memoirs  of  his  own  times,”  and  the  “Life  of  John  Adams,” 
his  father.  They  cannot  fail  to  be  works  of  high  interest. 

The  eccentric  lady  Hester  Stanhope,  so  long  a resident  in  the 
east,  on  being  visited  by  a recent  traveller,  and  advised  to  re- 
turn to  her  native  country,  having  lost  much  of  her  influence 
over  the  Turkish  pachas  of  Syria,  from  the  diminution  of  her 
means  to  bribe  them,  thus  expressed  her  determination,  and 
described  her  dangers:  “As  to  leaving  this  country  your  advice 
is  in  vain;  I never  will  leiurn  to  England.  I am  encompassed 
by  perils;  I am  no  stranger  to  them;  I have  suffered  shipwreck 
off  the  coast  of  Cyprus;  have  had  the  plague  here;  I have  fallen 
from  my  horse,  near  Acre,  and  been  trampled  on  by  him;  I have 
encountered  the  robbers  of  the  desert,  and,  when  my  servants 
quaked,  I have  galloped  in  amongst  them,  and  forced  them  to 
be  courteous;  and  when  a horde  of  plunderers  were  breaking  in 
at  rny  gate,  1 sallied  out  amongst  them,  sword  in  hand,  and 
after  convincing  them  that,  had  they  been  inclined,  they  could 
not  hurt  me,  I fed  them  at  my  gate,  and  they  behaved  like 
thankful  beggars.  Here  am  I destined  to  remain;  that  which 
is  written  in  the  great  book  of  life  who  may  alter?  It  is  true,  I 
am  surrounded  by  perils;  it  is  true,  I am  at  war  with  the  prince 
of  the  mountains  and  the  p.acha  of  Acre;  it  is  very  true  my  ene- 
mies are  capable  of  assassination;  but  if  I do  perish,  my  fall 
shall  be  a bloody  one.  I have  plenty  of  arms — good  Damascus 
blades,  1 use  no  guns;  and  while  I have  an  arm  to  wield  a han- 
jar,  these  barren  rocks  shall  have  a banquet  of  slaughter,  before 
my  face  looks  black  in  the  presence  of  my  enemies.” 

There  are  now  living  in  the  town  of  Belfast,  (Me.)  nine  wi- 
dows named  Patterson.  The  united  ages  of  the  five  oldest, 
amount  to  417  years — the  oldest  of  these  nine  is  85,  and  the 
youngest  46. 

A copper  mine,  the  ore  of  which  yields  from  60  to  70  per  ct. 
li.as  been  opened  near  Flemington,  N-  J.  In  addition  to  the  mine, 
which  is  said  to  he  inexhaustible,  a vein  of  four  or  five  feet  in 
thickness,  and  as  many  in  breadth,  has  been  discovered  in  its 
immediate  vicinity, 

Certain  rail  roads  are  projected  by  which  the  journey  from 
New  York  to  New  Orleans  may  be  made  in  less  time  than  the 
period  of  six  days.'  What  a “world”  shall  we  have  in  these 
United  Slates,  if  they  remain  united  and  prosperous — as  they 
were  some  months  ago! 

The  Journal  of  Commerce  says — The  man  is  still  alive  and  in 
vigorous  health,  who  commanded  a schooner  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons  in  the  trade  between  New  York  and  Liver- 
pool, when  that  schooner  was  the  only  American  vessel  in  that 
trade.  In  the  year  1819,  the  ship  Siephania  was  built  for  the 
trade  to  Havre,  measuring  three  hundred  and  fifteen  tons.  This 
was  thou»ht  to  be  an  extraordinary  size,  but  now  we  see  the 
ships  launched  for  the  Havre  trade  are  seven  hundred  tons. 

It  is  staled  in  the  Lynchburg  Virginian,  that  one  of  the  Che- 
rokee delegation  of  Indians,  on  his  way  to  Washington  on  a 
mission  from  the  tribe,  was  arrested  in  Crawford  county,  Ar- 
kansas territory,  for  debt,  and  required  to  give  bail.  He  was 
discharged  by  two  justices  of  the  peace,  upon  the  ground,  that 
as  the  ambassador  of  a foreign  power,  he  could  not  be  held  to 
bail.  This  is  a new  variety  of  the  Indian  question,  and  a curi- 
ous one. 

Tobacco  holds  a good  price — for  the  last  crop,  especially  of 
Maryland,  was  short,  and  the  stock  on  hand,  in  Europe,  snrall: 
25,000  hhds.  of  this  tobacco  are  generally  worth  more  money 
than  30,000. 

The  British  are  about  to  make  a regular  establishment  on  the 
Falkland  Islands,  and  lieut.  Smith,  of  the  navy,  is  appointed 
governor. 

The  following  extract  from  a table  in  Brown’s  Sylva  Ameri- 
cana, (says  a Netv  England  paper),  will  be  found  valuable  to 


housekeepers,  in  aiding  them  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  com- 
parative value  of  the  diflereni  kinds  of  fire  wood. 

The  table  at  large  shows  the  Weight  of  a cord  of  different 
woods,  seasoned;  the  quantity  of  charcoal  each  will  make,  and 
other  valuable  information,  founded  on  experiments.  It  as- 
sumes as  a standard  the  shi  llbark  hickory,  of  which  none  is 
otfen-d  in  our  market.  The  most  valuable  which  is  common  ia 
this  region  is  the  white  oak,  and  assuming  this  to  be  worth  six 
dollars  pur  cord,  wc  find  the  price  atfixed  to  the  table  to  be  the 
value  of  each. 


Lhs.  in  a cord. 

Comp. 

Valtie. 

1 Shellbark  hickory. 

4,469 

100 

$7  40 

2 Piemit  hickory,  or  common  walnut,  4,241 

95 

7 63 

3 White  oak. 

3,821 

81 

6 00 

4 White  ash, 

3,4.50 

77 

5 70 

5 Swamj)  whortleberry, 

3,361 

73 

5 40 

6 Scrub  oak. 

3,339 

73 

5 40 

7 Appletrce, 

3,115 

70 

5 18 

8 Red  oak. 

3,254 

69 

5 11 

9 Black  oak, 

3,236 

66 

4 89 

10  While  beech, 

3,102 

65 

4 81 

11  Black  birch, 

3,115 

63 

4 67 

12  Yellow  oak. 

2,919 

60 

4 44 

13  While  elm, 

2,592 

58 

4 29 

14  Maple, 

2,668 

54 

4 00 

15  Bullonwood, 

2,391 

52 

3 85 

16  Spanish  oak, 

2,449 

52 

3 85 

17  VVhiie  birch. 

2,369 

48 

3 56 

18  Pilch  pine. 

1,994 

43 

3 18 

19  White  pine. 

1,868 

42 

3 11 

20  Lombardy  poplar. 

1,774 

40 

2 96 

So  much  for  the  purchaser — and  now  a w'ord  to  the  seller. 

It  is  estimated  that  a cord  of  wood  contains  when  green  1,542 
lbs.  of  water;  so  that  a farmer  who  brings  into  market  a cord  of 
green  wood,  has  no  less  load  for  his  team,  than  another  who 
should  put  on  the  top  of  his  cord  of  dry  while  oak,  three  quar- 
ters of  a cord,  of  seasoned  pine,  or  one  hogshead  and  two  barrels 
of  water;  either  of  which  would  seem  like  overburdening  his 
poor  beasts. 

A strong  disposition  is  manifested  by  the  English  people,  and 
we  hope  that  they  will  carry  it  out,  to  drive  the  bishops  from 
the  house  of  lords,  and  divest  them  of  all  secular  power.  It  is 
high  lime  that  such  a correction  between  the  state  and  “the 
church”  was  rent  in  twain. 

A New  York  paper  says — Bishop  Dubois  yesterday  paid  over 
to  the  Polish  committee  nine  hundred  dollars  raised  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  Polish  exiles  in  the  different  Catholic  churches  in 
this  city — a praiseworthy  example  of  liberality.  Three  hun- 
dred dollars  have  been  collected  and  paid  over  for  the  same 
purpose  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  where  a plan  has  been  set  on 
foot  of  soliciting  contributions  in  the  several  wards. 

There  are,  according  to  the  Harrisburgh  papers,  more  than 
five  hundred  canal  boats  registered  and  in  constant  use  upon 
the  Pennsylvania  canals.  Fifteen  locomotive  engine.^  have  been 
engaged  for  the  Pennsylvania  rail  road,  and  five  for  the  Portage 
rail  road,  the  greater  portion  of  which  will  be  in  operation  in 
the  course  of  the  season.  These  are  encouraging  tokens  of  the 
increasing  value  of  these  improvements. 

A correspondent  of  the  Boston  Centinel  stales  that  the  su- 
preme court,  at  its  last  session  in  that  city,  decided  that  a grand- 
child born  eight  months  and  a half  after  his  grandfather’s  death, 
is  included  in  a bequest  to  grand-childern  “living  at  his  de- 
cease. 

It  is  said  that  the  elder  Baring  has  retired  from  business  with 
savings  to  the  amount  of  ^40,000,000.  A snug  sum! 

From  the  1st.  of  September  to  the  8ih  November,  1833,  there 
died  in  the  city  of  Seville,  Spain,  6,615,  or  for  the  69-  days,  an 
average  of  about  93!  viz:  67  ecclesiastics,  24  nuns,  157  military,  - 
2,612  males  and  3,755  females.  Of  these,  compared  with  the 
average,  by  other  diseases,  in  the  three  preceding  years — 6,262 
died  of  the  cholera.  The  population  of  this  city  was  about 
90,000. 

There  were  heavy  falls  of  snow  on  the  15th  and  16th  May, 
at  many  places  in  New  York.  It  was  from  6 to  10  inches  deep, 
and  sleighs  were  in  requisition. 

Com.  Downes  and  lady  lately  gave  a ball  to  a large  and  splen- 
did parly,  on  board  of  the  frigate  Potomac,  at  Boston.  Every 
thing  was  gotteu-up,  and  passed-off,  in  the  happiest  manner. 

At  the  Tremont  theatre  in  Boston  on  the  evening  of  the  26ih 
ult.  a party  of  sailors  from  the  frigate  Potomac  amused  them- 
selves by  drawing  into  the  second  tier  of  boxes  a part  of  their 
companions  who  had  taken  their, seats  in  the  pit.  This  was 
done  by  means  of  handkerchiefs  tied  together.  One  of  the  tars 
thus  promoted,  weighed  near  200  pounds. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  Paris  Journal  des  Debats,  of  the  22d 
March,  that  a Frenchman  named  Francois  Claude  Bonnet,  a 
native  of  the  Dordogne,  became  king  of  Madagascar,  and  died  a 
few  years  ago,  in  that  island,  worth  seventy  five  millions  of 
francs.  His  heirs  at  law  have  preferred  their  claims,  and  are 
likely  to  obtain  this  immense  fortune.  They  are  in  decent 
circumstances,  in  Perigueux.  The  Journal  de  Perigueux  claiais 
Stephen  Girard  as  of  that  city,  and  considers  as  extraordinary 
the  coincidence  of  the  cases  of  opulence  acquired  abroad. 

[Nat.  Gaz. 
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QC^The  rush  of  matter,  which  must  be  published  and 
registered,  not  only  continues,  but  daily  aec|uires  fresh 
strength,  and  will  gather  yet  more,  until  alter  the  rising 
of  congress — when  w e shall  work  hard  to  bring  up  the 
lee-way  that  we  have  made,  and  so  relieve  the  constant 
embarrassment  in  which  we  are  placed  in  the  prepara- 
tion or  selection  of  articles.  'I'he  post  office  reports  are 
as  formidable  to  us,  on  account  of  their  length,  as  they 
■will  be  appalling  to  the  public  because  of  the  facts  dis- 
closed or  admitted  in  them. 

The  senate  having  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the 
house,  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that  congress  will 
adjourn  on  the  30th  inst.  but  if  even  so,  many  important 
bills  yet  pending  must  be  disposed  of,  and  an  exceedingly 
large  amount  of  business  laid  over — or  evaded,  as  it  is 
possible  that  certain  exciting  things  will  be.  A direct 
vote  might  be  unpleasant  to  some — in  the  present  state  of 
public  teeling,  and  excuses,  for  want  of  time,  are  parti 
ciilarly  “convenient.” 

After  a most  tedious,  harrassing  and  expensive  inves 
tigation,  the  house  of  representatives  has  shewed  itself 
unable,  or  U7iioilling-,  to  decide  w hether  Mr.  Letcher  or 
Mr.  Jl/oore  w'as  entitled  to  the  vacant  seat  in  the  delega- 
tion from  Kentucky!  On  one  occasion,  Mr.  Letcher 
came  within  three  votes  of  oblaining  the  seat,  and  would 
have  obtained  it,  but  that  the  illness  of  several  gentlemen 
forbade  their  attenilance;  for  the  house  had,  by  the  vari 
ous  votes  taken,  really  admitted  that  Mr.  L.  had  a ma- 
jority of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district.  The  election  is 
thrown  back  to  the  people.  The  labored  report  of  the 
committee  is  thus  discredited,  as  to  its  facts  and  opinions 
Laws  must  be  provided  to  punish  such  offences  as  have 
- caused  Kentucky,  at  this  session  of  congress,  to  be  de 
prived  of  her  rightful  power  over  the  legislation  of  the 
country.  We  allude  to  the  act  of  the  sheriff  who  felo- 
niously withheld  the  returns  of  his  county,  and  I/josewho 
aided  and  abetted  him  in  so  doing. 

The  governor  of  Virginia  has  issued  his  writ  for  an 
election  to  supply  the  place  of  ]Mr.  Stevenson  in  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States — to  be  held 
next  month. 

The  result  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  S.  as  minister  to 
England,  in  the  senate — is  very  doubtful.  This  we  re- 
gard as  certain — that  the  senate  will  not,  because  they 
ought  not,  act  upon  his  nomination  until  the  president 
also  places  before  that  body  the  names  of  persons  to  fill 
the  offices  of  secretary  of  state,  secretary  of  the  treasury 
and  attorney  general — neither  of  the  incumbents  of 
which,  as  the  majority  believes,  is  rightfully  holding 
office.  And  some  think  it  also  necessary  to  ascertain 
how  many  more  members  of  congress  are  to  be  nominat- 
ed at  the  present  session,  before  they  take  up  the  case  of 
Mr.  Stevens'on — -two  or  three  being  generally  expected, 
and  as  many  more  talked  of. 

We  are  sorry  to  add,  that  Mr.  Stevenson  is  sick — in- 
deed, some  fear  is  ascertained  that  he  w ill  never  proceed 
on  his  mission  if  even  sanctioned  by  the  senate. 

We  present  Mr.  Clay's  report  on  the  land  bill,  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session,  and  i-etained  by  the  president. 

The  reports  made  to  the  senate  on  Monday  last,  shew 
that  the  affairs  of  the  general  post  office  are  in  an  ^^aiv- 
ful"  state.  The  department  is  completely  banktupt,  and 
if  “those  who  deal  on  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break,” 
this  great  establishment  must  cease  its  operations! 

We  have  given  some  of  the  leading  points  in  the  re- 
port and  counter  report,  from  the  “National  Intelligen- 
cer” and  the  “Globe,”  but  have  not  time  nor  room,  if 
we  would  do  more  at  present.  Nor  is  it  necessary — for 
Vol.  XLVI — Sig.  18. 


in  the  next  Register,  an  effort  will  be  made  to  present 
both  reports,  in  full — that  all  the  facts  elicited  may  be 
fairly  before  our  readers. 

One  simple  remark,  however,  ought  to  be  made.  The 
embarrassment  of  this  department  was  known  long  be- 
fore the  rising  of  the  last  congress — and  yet  the  fact  w as 
not  communicated;  indeed,  its  affairs  were  rather  repre- 
sented as  being  in  a wholesome  state!  Now  a large  sum 
of  money  is  asked  for,  that  the  mails  m.ay  not  be  stopped ! 
And  this  great  difficulty  presents  itself — if  the  money  is 
voted,  the  principle  is  admitted  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral, and  all  other  heads  of  departments,  may  borrow  mo- 
ney at  their  own  discretion,  and  to  any  amount!! — if  re- 
fused, it  is  possible  that  the  whole  concern  may  be  de- 
ranged!!! To  steer  between  the  Scylla  and  Charybdis 
offered  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left,  is  the  difficulty. 
'■'■Facilis  descensus  Averni:  sed  revocare  gradnm,  &c.— 
Hoc  opus  hie  labor  est:  which  translated  means,  “the  de- 
scent  to  hell  is  easy,  but  to  recall  your  steps,  and  reascend 
to  the  upper  skies,  forms  the  difficulty  and  labor.”*  We 
do  not  see  the  in  medio  tustissimus  ibis — the  “middle  path” 
between  a principle  that  cannot  be  admitted,  and  the 
possibility  of  an  occurrence  that  will  unhinge  all  the  re- 
lations of  social  life  and  of  business,  if  brought  about  by 
a continued  bankruptcy  of  the  post  office  department. 

iSIr.  Webster's  great  speech  on  the  president’s  protest 
was  published  in  the  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Satur- 
day last,  and  has  since  appeared  in  pamphlet  form,  and 
makes  31  octavo  pages.  'We  cannot  insert  this  speech 
until  sometime  after  the  rising  of  congress,  but  it  will  be 
laid  aside  among  the  stock  articles  for  use  in  the  recess, 
which  will  lose  nothing  of  their  value  by  the  delay,  whe- 


The  arrival  of  a small  British  cutter-built  schooner,  at 
New  York,  from  England,  called  the  Post-Boy,  in  bal- 
last, and  bearing  only  one  letter  to  a mercantile  house, 
excited  a great  deal  of  curiosity  in  that  city  last  week. 
Some  said  she  was  ballasted  with  dollars,  to  take  the 

mortgage”  on  the  state  of  New  York,  &c.  but  the  pub- 
lic are  yet  as  much  in  the  dark  as  ever,  except  that  the 
vessel  belongs  to  Rothschild,  and  had  only  21,000  dol- 
lars on  board.  Some  speculation  is  on  foot — and  it  is 
known  that  she  left  Europe  in  a mysterious  manner. 

We  have,  in  the  “National  Gazette”  of  the  5th  inst.  a 
statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  June.  As  in  the  Register  of  the  10th  ult.  page 
184,  we  published  a similar  statement  up  to  the  1st  May, 
it  does  not  appear  necessary  to  give  that  for  the  1st  inst. 
at  full  length.  We  shall,  how’ever,  insert  the  compara- 
tive figures,  that  the  progress  of  its  business  may  be  un- 
derstood. 


7,022,820 
6,867,892 
Debts  and 
notes  of 
state  banks. 
3,094,787 
3,329,362 


Loans. 

P7ib.  depo. 

May  1, 

1834 

53,756,485 

.3,251,345 

June  1, 

(( 

52,201,912 

2,731,988 

Circidation. 

Specie. 

May  1, 

1834 

16,604,147 

11,183,774 

June  1, 

16,612,527 

12,298,333 

Since  the  precpding  was  written,  we  learn,  from  the  “Balti- 
more Patriot,”  that  the  ^^honorahle  Isaac  HiW’  asked  Mr.  Clay-^ 
ton,  how  he  (Mr.  C.)  would  arrest  the  ‘^dounward  course  of 
things,”  as  the  latter  had  called  it:  on  which  Mr.  Clayton  pro- 
posed to  make  a contract  with  ‘‘Timothy  Upham,  to  keep  in 
order  these  scurrilous  libellers,  who  are  making  a tr^ide  of  ca- 
lumny, whether  their  mail  contracts  be  uith  or  without  the 
newspaper  privilege,  and  I would  at  all  times  suffer  him  to 
‘improve  his  bid,’  and  pay  him,  willingly,  an  ‘extra  allow- 
ance’ of  five  hundred  dollars  for  every  chastisement  he  might 
inflict  on  such  a libeller.  That,  sir,  would  be  one  of  my  reme 
dies;  ofits  efficiency,  the  member  may  jiEjge.” 
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'There  is  a diminution  of  (in  round  nunihers)  1,550,000* 
in  the  loans — of  520,000  in  the  public  deposites,  and  of 
245,000  in  the  private  deposites;  and  an  increase  of  the 
ciiculation  of  8,000— of  specie  1,100,000 — and  of  debts 
and  notes  of  state  banks  of  235,000. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  Oct.  1,  1833 — ■ 

The  reduction  of  loans  has  been  7,892,290  05 

While  the  reduction  of  deposites  has  been  8,277,417  70 


Being  moi’e  than  the  reduction  of  loans  by  385,127  65 
Tlie  reduction  of  the  notes  in  circulation  is  2,515,662  51 
The  increase  of  the  specie  1,634,891  69 

The  specie  is  now  12,298,333  20 

The  notes  and  debts  of 

other  banks  3,329,362  00 

15,627,695  20 

While  the  notes  in  circulation  amount  to  16,612,527  06 

With  such  mean.s  and  such  proceedings,  the  hurrah  that 
the  bank  was  at  the  feet  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
“to  be  ciTishcd  at  will,”  was  not  more  ridiculous  or  stu- 
pid^ than  is  the  chai’ge  that  the  bank  has  caused  “the 
pressure”  ignorant  or  unjust.  The  line  of  its  discounts 
being  comparatively  greater  than  the  line  of  its  deposites, 
on  the  1st  Oct.  1833  and  1st  June,  1834. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  the  bank  has  rednc~ 
ed  its  liabilities  near  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  and  in- 
creased means,  in  specie,  and  dues  from  state  banks, 
to  pay  its  yet  remaining  liabilities,  in  the  sum  of  244,000 
dollars. 

With  its  means,  it  might  safely  increase  its  discounts 
ten  millions,  but  it  is  commanded  to  wind  up  its  affairs, 
and  dares  not  extend  its  accommodations. 

The  giant  strength  of  the  bank  is  not  more  remarkable 
than  the  moderation  with  which  it  has  yet  been  exei’t- 
ed.  Such  is  the  interest  of  the  bank;  and  at  once,  the 
guaranty  of  its  own  safety  and  that  of  the  public,  so  far 
as  government''''  tvM permit  the  latter. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written— 

It  is  said  that  the  directors  of  the  bank, of  the  United 
States  have  ordered  a reduction  of  loans  at  the  rate  of 
a million  a month,  and  that  all  accounts  with  the  local 
banks  shall  be  exactly  closed  every  week. 

The  present  aspect  of  tilings  at  Washington  forbids  any 
hope  that  measures  will  be  taken,  at  the  present  session, 
to  quiet  the  war  against  the  bank,  or  to  relieve  the  public 
distress;  the  bank,  then,  must  defend  itself  and  gather-up 
its  means  to  preserve  a sound  currency,  in  which  to  re- 
ceive the  large  amount  of  debts  payable  to  it.  'Fhe  al- 
most total  cessation  of  new  enterprizes,  requiring  fresh 
pecuniary  accommodations,  will  permit  a great  contrac- 
tion of  the  circulating  medium— but  so  it  is,  that  if  the 
hank  of  the  United  States  draws  in  a million  a month, 
the  state  banks  must  (for  a time)  reduce  their  loans  at  the 
rate  of  four  or  five  millions,  because  of  the  accumulation 
of  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the  United  States  bank.  The 
local  banks  have  no  sort  of  claim  to  continue  indebted  to 
the  U.  States  bank— they  should  pay  their  own  debts  as 
they  expect  or  require  that  others  should  pay  those  that 
ane  due  them;  but  still — we  think  that,  badly  as  the  bank 
has  been  used  by  the  politicians,  it  ow'es  a spirit  of  ac- 
commodation to  business-men,  and  that  these  require- 
ments might  be  considerably  reduced  with  safety  to  the 
bank,  and  relief  to  tlie  people.  And,  perhaps,  its  real 
operations  may  not  justify  the  appearances  of  things;  for 
•we  see  it  stated  that,  at  New  York,  to  relieve  the  money 
market,  the  bank  had  made  large  purchases  of  bills  on 
Europe.  But  we  have  not  time  to  say  more  on  this 
subject  at  pi'esent. 

The  following,  we  believe,  is  taken  from  the  “New 
York  Journal  of  Commerce.” 

A fact  of  some  interest  just  at  this  moment,  has  been  pointed 
out  to  us  by  a Spanish  gentleman,  in  the  Mexican  Calendar  for 
1833,  viz:  that  the  currency  of  Mexico,  including  gold  bars, 
(reckoned  at  $1,000  each),  is  hot  less  than  four  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty million  dollars,  all  in  specie. 

We  made  a brief  reference  to  this  “fact”  in  a late  Re- 
eisTEH — and  stated  our  disbelief  of  it.  The  whole  po- 
pulation of  Mexico  does  not  exceed  seven  millions,  if  it 

*This  reduction  of  loans  is  probably  on  account  of  the  wes- 
tern bills  arriving  at  maturity  in  the  Atlantic  cities. 


amounts  to  so  much,  after  the  long  and  desolating  civil 
wars  ibi'ongh  v.  bich  the  country  has  passed.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  one-fifth  of  a peci’le  are  capable  of  bearing 
arms — that  is,  tlicre  is  sucli  a proportion  of  persons  be- 
tween 16  and  60  years  old  who  are  able  to  defend  their 
country;  and  the  proportion  of  adult  persons  capable  of 
holding  properly  in  tlieir  own  right  can  hardly  exceed  that 
rate — the  youths  in  the  former  proportion  being  equal  to 
the  females  and  aged  males  in  the  latter.  AVe  then  may 
have  about  1,400,000  y)roperty  holders  in  Mexico,  of  all 
descriptions,  and  it  is  pretended  that  these  possess  480 
millions  of  dollars,  in  gold  and  silver  only,  or  an  average 
of  343  dollars,  in  bullion  or  coin!  How  can  any  one  be- 
lieve this!  At  the  same  rate,  the  United  Stales  would 
need  about  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars! 

It  should  further  he  recollected,  that  about  two-fiflhs 
of  the  people  of  Mexico  are  Indians,  and  the  chief  part 
of  the  remaining  population  is  made  up  of  all  sorts  of 
mixtures  of  whites,  Indians  and  negroes — which  mix- 
tures Humboldt  estimated  at  2,400,000  persons.  Some 
of  the  Indians  are  rich  in  landed  property,  and  a few 
have  a good  deal  of  money — but,  in  general,  they  are 
wrctcliedly  ignorant  and  improvident  and  miserably  poor, 
with  hardly  a week’s  su{)ply  of  provisions  a-head.  Many 
of  the  mixed  bloods  are  wealthy,  as  must  be  the  case 
seeing  that  they  constitute  the  power  of  the  country,  the 
pure  whites  being  very  few — but  a very  large  majority 
of  these  are  thoughtless  and  improvident,  without  edu- 
cation, and  poor. 

But  if  Mexico  possessed  480  millions  in  bttllion  and 
coin,  how  is  it  that  such  comparatively  small  sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  in  Europe?  And  where  was 
such  a vast  amount  deposited,  that  it  has  escaped  the 
graspings  of  the  military  chieftains,  Avhose  seizure  of 
property,  or  waste  of  life,  has  been  bounded  only  by 
their  own  arbitrary  wills,  or  means  of  rapine? 

No  doubt,  as  gold  and  silver  are  chief  staple  produc- 
tions of  Mexico,  there  must  always  be  a large  amount  of 
them  in  that  country  to  carry  on  the  foreign  and  interior 
trade,  and  all  the  exchanges  between  individuals.  But 
.such  is  the  superiority  of  a well  regtilated  paper  curren- 
cy, that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  has  exchanged  250 
millions  of  dollars  a year  between  distant  places,  many 
of  them  1,000  miles  apart,  with  less  trouble  and  expense, 
perhaps,  and  certainly  with  less  parade,  than  5 millions 
are  conveyed  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz — • 
and,  as  before  observed,  with  about  25,000,000  dollars  in 
specie,  our  best  public  stocks,  were  at  20  per  cent,  ad- 
vance-while such  stocks  of  Mexico  were  40  or  50  per 
cent,  under  par,  in  exchange  for  gold  or  silver;  and  so  it 
is,  that  “credit,”  against  which  war  has  been  declared  by 
“the  government,”  is  better  than  .specie,  when  rightfully 
regulated  and  prudently  used. 

In  page  203  we  recorded  an  evidence  of  the  democra- 
cy of  the  present  day,  in  the  scurvy  attacks  of  the  “or- 
ganized” press  on  Mr.  Ewing  of  the  senate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  charging  him  with  the  crime  of  haying  risen 
from  a very  humble  rank  in  society  to  the  honorable 
place  that  he  fills  with  so  much  talent  and  respecta- 
bility. AVe  made  this  record,  as  we  have  made  many 
others,  that  it  may  be  seen,  in  future  times,  what  are  the 
effects  that  ffow  from  a reivarded  as  well  as  an  “organiz- 
ed” press,  in  the  appointment  of  more  than  one  hundred 
persons  connected  with  it  to  public  places  of  profit,  in  a 
short  period  of  years;  and  hence  it  seems  that  individuals 
seek  preferences  in  proportion  to  the  filthiness  of  their 
assaults  on  the  private  character  of  richly-gifted  and  ho- 
nest men,  if  happening  not  to  agree  in  political  opinion 
with  a set  of  the  foulest  type-blackers  that  ever  cursed  a 
country' — a number  of  whom  are  foreign  adventurers — late 
the  subjects  of  a king,  and,  of  course,  qualified  to  teach 
“democracy”  to  native  Americans,  even  in  gross  denun- 
ciations of  such  men  as  Mr.  Ewing,  (who,  by  the  glori- 
ous operation  of  true  democratic  principles,  has  raised 
himself  up  to  one  of  the  most  lofty  stations  which  a man 
can  possess  in  the  republic),  because  that  they  came  from 
a poorer  class  of  the  people.  The  inconsistency  of  this  is 
lost  sight  of  in  the  zeal  to  do  the  dirty  work  assigned, 
and  without  reflecting  that  many  of  their  own  are 
in  the  same  condition — and  some  without  know  n fathers. 

V^e  recur  to  this  sul^ect  to  notice  on'e  of  the  arts  of 
I the  “able”  editor  of  the  “Albany  Argus.” 
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The  “Evening  Jonriial”  of  that  city,  speaking  of 
“democratic”  attack  on  Mr.  Etviiig,  asked — 

‘‘  VV'as!  not  Mr.  fVrig/it  n Itar  keeper  and  ostlei  boll),  at  an  ob 
scure  tavern  in  St.  Lawrence  count}?” 

Mr.  Jl'right,  one  of  the  senators  from  New  York,  is 
the  gentleman  referred  to — and  the  “Argiis”  well  ob- 
serves, in  reply — 

“It  is  of  little  importance  wlicllier  the  interrogatory  be  or  be 
not  founded  in  trutli.  If  true,  aliliouph  designed  as  a reproach 
by  the  upstarts  of  aristocratic*  arrogance  and  assumption,  it 
would  only  imply  the  greater  merit  that  “a  bar  keeper  and 
ostler  at  an  obscure  tavern,”  has  risen,  by  a rapid  and  honora- 
ble succession,  and  by  his  own  unaided  etfort.®,  to  a seat  in  the 
highest  legislative  brnly  in  the  union;  and  that  he  stands  in  that 
body,  arnid.-t  the  proudest  and  ablest  of  his  countrymen,  unsur- 
passed in  talent  and  personal  influence,  and  far  transcending 
many  of  his  compeers,  in  that  gcrrtlerrvarilr/ courtesy  and  un- 
aflected  dignity  of  manner,  which  is  an  attribute  of  worth,  and 
which  adorr>s  but  cannot  be  conferred  by  rank  or  station.  If 
untrue  (as  it  is),  it  is  of  no  moment,  e.tcept  to  show  how  easy 
is  the  transition  from  .an  affectation  of  superir>r  gentility  and  a 
horror  of  meanness  of  occupation,  to  positive  meanness  of  con- 
duct.” 

And  the  reason  of  the  “Argus”  for  repeating  the  iti- 
tenogatory  is — 

“That  the  people  may  appreciate  the  manner  and  the  spirit 
with  which  the  pretenders  to  all  the  respectability  pursue  their 
hostility  to  the  sons  of  the  democracy  whom  the  people  have 
honored  with  their  confidence.” 

This  is  all  right — so  far  as  it  goes.  But  the  fact,  that 
the  interrogatory  of  the  “Evening. Journal”  -was  intended 
only  to  shew  the  y^rossness  of  the  assault  on  JVIr.  Ewing, 
is  altogether  concealed! — and  the  people  of  New  York  are 
to  be  made  believe  that  the  interrogatory  concerning  Mr. 
IVright  was  an  original  outrage  on  him,  when,  in  sober 
truth,  it  was  made  for  the  simple  purpose  of  shewing  the 
democracy  of  tliat  made  upon  Mr.  Ewing,  a gentleman, 
every  way,  his  equal  in  talent  and  character. 

The  worst  of  all , are  those  wliich  are  told  in  the 

words  of  truth. 

[Since  the  preceding  was  in  type  (for  it  is  a deferred 
article)  the  “Albany  Evening  Journal,”  has  noticed  the 
case]. 

The  “New  York  Times”  (the  successor  of  tlie  “Stand- 
ard”) says — 

We  are  informed  that  there  has  been  more  cotton  exported 
from  this  country  in  the  last  six  months  to  Europe,  than  in  the 
entire  year  previous.  Will  those  who  are  informed  upon  the 
subject,  correct  us  if  we  are  in  error.  We  presume  that  this 
must  be  attributed  among  the  many  other  evidences  of  the  pros- 
perous state  of  the  country,  to  “the  disastrous  removal  of  the 
deposites.” 

If  not  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  a good  reason 
rtiight  be  found  in  the  stoppage  of  American  cotton  spin- 
dles, for  the  excessive  export  of  cotton — if  such  there  has 
been,  without  also  an  excessive  production. 

The  common  council  of  New  York,  though  they  have 
hot  “swept  the  board,”  have  “reformed”  it  large  number 
of  the  corporation  officers — that  is,  turned  them  out,  and 
supplied  their  places  with  other  men.  It  appears  by  the 
votes  that  the  “whigs”  have  a decided  majority  of  at  least 
four  in  the  council.  In  some  cases  the  majority  was 
greater,  in  others  less. 

We  are  altogether  opposed  to  the  principle  of  such 
“reforms” — yet  it  is  sometimes  absolutely  necessary  to 
reduce  them  to  practice,  for  the  correction  of  error  and 
condemnation  of  ])revailing  abuses.  This  necessity  ex- 
ists when  a party  has  filled  all  places  of  profit  and  influ- 
ence witti  devoted  and  active  friends,  using  their  ofice 
for  political  purposes,  that  the  “spoils”  may  remain  with 
them.  We  do  not  think  that  a public  officer  should  be  de- 
nied a liberal  exertion  of  the  right  of  opinion — but  regard 
it  as  disgraceful  and  Swiss-like,  when  seeing  them  act 
the  part  of  bullies  at  public  meetings,  or  at  the  polls,  and 
otherwise  using  the  power  that  they  happen  to  possess, 
to  force  the  opinions,  or,  at  least,  direct  the  votes  of  other 
men.  We  saw  some  disgusting  cases  of  this  kind  as  far 
back  as  1798 — but  they  did  not  often  occur,  within  the 
scope  of  our  own  observation,  until  the  election  of  presi- 
dent Jackson — and  then  against  his  serious  denunciation 
of  such  abominations!  But  now  it  is  so,  that  most  per- 
sons who  hold  office  under  him  are  leaders,  or  drillers, 

*“Aristocratic”  as  applicable  to  Mr.  Wright! 


of  the  party  in  (heir  several  neighborhoods — the  drum- 
mers-up  of  meetings,  and  tlic  finger-posts  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  tViom,  fighting  for  pay.  A great  horror  has  beert 
expressed  because  .Messrs.  /leister  and  TInmey  briefly 
addressed  a niultiuide  in  Baltimore,  on  a Sunday  after- 
noon, on  compulsion,  as  it  were — but  we  have  seen  and, 
somewhere,  liave  the  list,  (taken  on  the  spot),  of  more 
titan  thirty  itersons  in  the  direct  hire  oi  the  United  States 
engaged  in  the  business  of  electioneering,  on  a Sunday 
afternoon,  in  tl)e  White  Hall  gardens,  Baltimore.  The 
list  was  mislaid,  or  it  should  have  been  published. 

In  New  York,  however,  on  a broad  scale,  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  perhaits,  some  other  states,  a disciplined 
electioneering  body  of  of  ice-holders  has  long  and  steadily 
existed — and  hence  the  vacilating  policy,  or  politics,  of 
these  states,  in  the  quarrels  between  the  ins  and  the  outs, 
in  which  the  people  have  no  interest,  though  too  often 
made  tools  of  the  possessors  of  the  feedings  at  the  pub- 
lic crib,  where  there  is  ])lenty  of  “fodder,”  as  Crockett 
calls  it.  And  in  those  states,  and  with  respect  also  to  the 
officers  of  the  United  States,  a great  reform  will  be  made 
on  every  change  of  political  power  until  better  feelings 
previiil,  a)id  office-holders  are  taught  that  interferences 
with  elections,  as  at  present  prtictised,  and  as  reproved 
by  president  Jackson,  if  “rewarded”  on  the  one  hand, 
will  be  “punished”  on  the  other — “for  few  of  these  die 
and  none  resign,”  as  president  Jefferson  said,  when  he 
“corrected  the  procedure,”  by  reducing  things  to  some 
degree  of  equality,  iii  this  resj)ect. 

We  are  glad  that,  in  New  York,  a good  many  faithful 
public  servants  have  been  “let-alone,”  as.well  as  that  the 
organized  corps  has  been  disturbed.  The  lesson,  either 
way,  will  be  useful. 

On  this  subject  wc  have  much  feeling,  both  on  account 
of  principle  and  interest — for  we  have  solemnly  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  that  the  “reforms”  of  the  general  post 
office  are  costing  us  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  are  ready  to  say — cursed  be  the  man  who  re- 
duced that  establishment  into  the  discipline  of  political 
party,  and  designed  that,  so  to  have  it  under  charge,  the 
postmaster  general  should  be  introduced  into  the  “cabi- 
net:” The  bringing  into  it  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  U. 
States  would  only  he  its  major  ottence  against  the  general 
welfare. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  a late  speech,  said — “For  one,  I can  as* 
sure  the  senator  from  Tennessee,  that  I am  no  candidate, 
that  I do  not  desire  to  be  a candidate,  and  that,  if  it  de- 
pend upon  me  alone,  I never  shall  be  a candidate  for  any 
office  whatever.” 

The  supreme  court  of  South  Carolina,  (judges  O’Neil, 
Johnston  and  Harper  being  present,  and  the  latter  dis- 
senting on  some  of  the  points  made),  that  tire  test  oath, 
established  by  the  late  convention  held  in  that  state,  is 
unconstitutional.  We  have  an  abstract  of  the  opinions  of 
the  judges,  &c.  and  it  is  laid  off"  for  a speedy  insertion. 
The  decision  has  excited  a great  de.al  of  feeling — of  joy 
on  the  one  side,  and  of  anger  on  the  other. 

A writer  in  the  “Richmond  Enquirer”  of  the  10th  inst. 
commences  a strange  article  as  follows: 

We  niay  talk  of  this  preat  man  and  that  great  man — we  ma}r 
admire  the  fascinating  eloquence  of  Clay,  the  profound  logic  of 
Webster,  the  hrillfant  imagination  and  metaphysical  graces  of 
Calhoun;  and,  if  you  please,  the  fiery  invectives  and  violent 
denunciations  of  Leigh;  but,  in  my  view,  for  clear  comprehen- 
sion, efficient  and  triumphant  reasoning,  on  the  all-engrossing 
and  deeply-exciting  bank  question,  we  have  only  to  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  luminous  speeches  of  Thomas  H.  Benton  of  Mis- 
souri, to  perceive  that  he  stands  unrivalled,  and  has  gallantly 
borne  away  the  palm.s  of  victory  from  the  allied  champions  of 
the  opposition. 

Which  irresistibly  brit)gs  to  recollection  a certain  ce- 
lebrated letter  about  the  ^^East  Roomf^  first  published 
in  that  paper  some  year  ago^  and  to  be  found  in  vol. 
37,  page  116  of  the  Rkgister. 

The  Louisville  Jldvertiser  of  the  26th  ult.  says: — 
“Senators  are  hut  public  servants,  and  if  they  have  ne- 
glected their  duties,  defied  the  voice  of  their  con.stituents, 
and  arrogated  to  themselves  powers  and  privileges  un- 
known to  our  form  of  government,  and  unsanctioned  by 
its  fundamental  law’,  they  will  receive  from  the  voice  of 
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an  indignant  nation  that  deep  and  damning  condemnation 
due  to  such  flagitious  acts.  ” 

The  Pennsylvanian  says,  now  is  the  time  to  '■’‘get  rut 
[the  senate],  at  once  and  forever.'*’ 

In  a late  number  of  the  “Globe,”  it  was  said— 

We  venture  the  prediction  that  no  majority  will  be  found  in 
the  next  Virginia  legislature  to  vote  the  return  of  Mr.  Leigh  to 
Washington — the  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  Mr.  Biddle — a 
renewarof  the  charter  of  the  bank— or  approval  of  tlie  senate’s 
impeachment  of  the  president,  and  vote  whatever  else  it  may, 
we  believe  that  the  great  cause  for  which  the  president  con- 
tends, will  be  supported  by  a large  majority  in  that  body— the 
final  extinction  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

As  William  Cohbett,  a member  of  the  British  parlia- 
ment, and  celebrated  in  “two  worlds”  for  his  ruflian-  like 
writings  and  destitution  of  moral  principle,  has  lately  be- 
came a great  favorite  with  certain  persons  in  the  United 
States,  we  make  room  for  the  following  from  his  Regis- 
ter of  the  19th  April  last,  as  presenting  a beautiful  speci- 
mens of  the  head  and  heart  of  this  biped: 

Citizen  king— In  less  than  six  days  after  this  fellow  was  plac- 
ed upon  the  throne  of  France  by  the  intrigues  of  Lafitte,  Lafay- 
ette, and  a set  of  others  who  ought  to  have  been  hanged  up  by 
dozens,  I said  that  he  had  been  placed  there  to  keep  the  “nest 
warm”  for  the  old  stinking  Bourbons,  and  to  uphold  the  infa- 
mous funding  system  of  France.  And  I told  the  French  people 
then  that  the' Bourse  was  a thousand  times  more  tyrannical  than 
the  Bourbons,  and  that  if  they  continued  to  pay  the  interest  of 
their  debt  in  full,  they  would  be,  and  they  deserve  to  be,  slaves 
more  degraded  than  their  forefathers  ever  had  been. 

We  immediately  saw,  at  the  head  of  the  national  guard,  the 
Bcoundrel  bankers  and  money  dealers;  two  or  three  of  Roths- 
child’s clerks  were  captains  or  lieutenants  of  the  national 
guard;  Perier,  the  banker,  was  a colonel;  and  that  wretched 
old  hypocrite,  Lafayette,  who  has  sold  his  American  lands,  and 
turned  them  into  what  the  villains  call  “stock;”  this  supreme 
hypocrite,  who  has  since  saved  the  lives  of  the  traitors  Polignac 
and  Peyronnet;  this  prime  old  hypocrite,  being  appointed  com- 
mander of  the  national  guard,  chose  a stock  broker  for  his  adju- 
tant general.  In  short,  from  the  commencement  of  this  last  revo- 
lution to  the  present  time,  the  grand  object  of  that  stock  jobbing 
government  has  been  to  arm  those  who  live  upon  the  taxes,  for 
the  purpose  of  compelling  the  woiking  people  to  live  upon  po- 
tatoes or  garbage,  worse  than  the  food  of  dogs.  This  has  been 
the  ruling  principle  of  this  infernal  government.  To  hire  end- 
less battalions  of  fat  soldiers,  riding  upon  fat  horses,  to  kill  the 
people  who  work  and  produce  every  thing,  unless  they  will 
work  sixteen  hours  a day,  and  live  upon  diet  worse  than  that  of 
dogs  or  ferrets. 

The  French  are  a people  easily  deceived.  But  who  would 
not  have  been  deceived  by  old  Lafayette,  who  was  one  of  the 
deep  contrivers  of  this  present  system  of  government.  Far  bet- 
ter for  Lyons  to  perish,  and  all  the  people  in  it,  than  that  all 
those  who  do  the  work  should  be  fed  like  dogs.  With  regard 
to  the  murdering  myrmidons  called  “the  army,”  no  matter  when 
or  how  or  where,  so  that  they  be  killed.  In  a case  like  that  of 
Lyons,  every  thing  used  against  them  is  laudable.  They  are 
there  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  working  people  or  imposing 
starvation  upon  them. 

Many  cases  of  cholera  are  still  happening  in  the  south 
and  west,  and  it  is  reported  to  be  bad  at  Mobile.  It  is  so 
among  the  passengers  ascending  the  rivers  of  the  west. 

Many  houses  have  been  thrown  down,  and  much  other 
damage  committed,  by  unusually  severe  tornadoes,  with 
which  some  parts  of  eastern  Virginia  have  been  recently 
visited.  These  were  particularly  destructive  in  Chester- 
field, Nottaway  and  Dinwiddie.  On  some  of  the  farms 
all  the  buildings  were  blown  down  or  damaged,  and 
several  p^rsqns  were  killed  and  many  injured.  Like 
storms  diave  been  felt  in  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  &c. 

"M\ss  Fan7iy  Kemble  was  married  in  Christ  church, 
Philadelphia,  by  the  venerable  bishop  White,  on  Satur- 
day last,  to  Mr.  Pierce  Butler.  There  is  a great  deal  of 
fustian,  or  other  soft  stuff,  about  it  in  the  papers.  The 
world  will  not  come  to  an  end  because  Miss  K.  has  be- 
come Mrs.  B.— nor  will  the  stock  of  beauty  or  of  talent 
be  exhausted  by  her  retirement  into  married  life,  and 
from  the  stage;  but  we  wish  her  not  the  less  “joy”  on 
either  account. 

The  “New  York  Annual  Register,”  published  by  Mr. 
E.  Williams,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  carefully 
edited  works  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and,  to  the  state, 
is  more  than  Mr.  Force’s  “National  Calendar”  is  to  the 
United  States,  The  statistics  of  the  great  state  of  New 


York  are  industriously  collected,  and  admirably  pi-epar- 
ed  for  common  use,  by  the  itjdustrious  and  worthy  editor 
just  named.  We  are  anxious  to  present  our  readers 
with  many  curious  and  interesting  extracts  from  it. 

We  have  the  usual  annual  report  concerning  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  canal.  The  gross  receipts  for  the 
year  ending  1st  June  were  $54,091  6G — nearly  $7,000 
less  than  last  year,  in  part  caused  by  an  interruption  of 
the  navigation  of  the  canal,  which  has  been  much  da- 
maged. Tlie  affairs  of  the  company  are  embarrassed, 
and  the  damages  awarded  in  favor  of  Mr.  Randall, 
(22G,.385  dollars)  also  hang  over  them.  It  is  thought  that 
the  business  of  the  canal  will  be  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  opening  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal — there  now  being  an  interior  navigation  from  New 
York  to  Norfolk,  direct. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  editor  of  tho 
Riclimond  Enquirer  was  tlirown  from  his  horse  on  the 
29tli  ult.  and  very  much  injured,  but  without  breaking 
or  dislocating  a limb;  yet  it  was  hoped  tliat,  in  a few 
days,  he  would  be  able  to  resume  his  editos’ial  labors, 

Richard  J.  JStamiing  [the  union  candidate]  has  been 
elected,  by  a majority  of  more  than  600  votes,  over  Mr, 
Fhnore,  his  opponent,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  represen- 
tation in  congress,  from  South  Carolina,  occasioned  by 
the  decease  of  gen.  Blair. 

The  Pittsbui-gh  papers  have  a long  statement  of  Dr. 
Wm,  Mitcheltree,  shewing  that  he  had  been  denied  the 
“rights  and  privileges  of  the  church,”  as  he  calls  them, 
because  that  he  would  not  “quit  the  liquor  business,” 

Tlie  following  resolution,  extracted  “from  the  minutes 
of  the  session  of  the  first  Presbyterian  church  of  Pitts- 
burgh,” is  published  as  a part  of  tliis  statement— 

“Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the  unchristian  deport- 
ment of  Dr.  Mitcheltree,  as  exhibited  by  him  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, as  well  as  of  his  determination  to  persist  in  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  he  be  suspended  from  the 
communion  of  the  church  until  a more  Christian  disposition  be 
manifested.” 

Dr.  M.  in  consequence,  advertised  his  pew  for  sale, 
and  here  the  matter,  we  suppose,  ended. 

There  is  a powerful  emigration  to  America  in  the  pre- 
sent season.  Up  to  the  5th  inst.  there  arrived  at  Nexv 
York  15,946  persons,  and  to  same  date  last  year  only 
9,066 — 'increase  7,880.  So  at  Quebec — to  the  28th  ult. 
8,040;  to  same  time  in  1833,  only  1,363.  On  which  it  is 
remarked — • 

“In  regard  to  New  York  the  comparison  is  a fair  one,  and  in- 
dicates a great  increase  of  passengers  this  year  over  1833.  But 
at  Quebec,  so  much  depends  upon  the  date  when  navigation 
opens,  that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  compari- 
son: though  the  presumption  certainly  is,  that  a large  increase 
has  taken  pl.ace  there  also  On  the  19tli  June  last  year,  there 
had  been  395  arrivals  at  Quebec,  and  9,010  emigrants.  The 
whole  number  of  emigrants  at  Quebec  in  1833  was  22,062;  at 
Now  York,  41,752.  At  Quebec  in  1832,  51,422;  at  New  York, 
48,589.” 

It  is  ascertained  that  740  persons  and  18  vessels,  were 
recently  lost  on  their  way  to  Quebec. 

FO^EIGN^EWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  lOth  May  and  London  to  the  IRA. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  government  of  England  has  granted  a pension  of  £70 
per  annum  to  the  widow,  and  of  £50  per  annum  to  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Richard  Lander,  the  African  traveller. 

The  Trades’  Unions  are  said  to  he  falling  into  disrepute,  and 
many  who  had  enrolled  themselves  under  them  are  returning 
to  their  ordinary  labor. 

It  had  been  at  length  publicly  announced  that  the  financial 
operation  of  reducing  the  4 per  oeiits.  would  be  carried  into 
effect,  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  followed  up  by  corres- 
pondent reductions  of  other  stocks. 

The  Irish  tithesibill  liad  passed  to  a second  reading  by  a ma- 
jority of  196. 

The  correspondent  of  the  London  True  Sun,  under  date  of 
Paris,  May  7th,  says — “A  disastrous  catastrophe  has  occurred 
at  Toulon.  On  firing  her  salve  d^artillerie  with  the  French 
ships,  in  honor  of  Louis  Philip’s  fete,  the  Constellation,  Ameri- 
can frigate,  fired  with  ball  into  the  French  frigate  Le  Suffren, 
by  which  unpardonable  neglect  one  man  belonging  to  the  lat- 
ter vessel  was  cut  in  twain,  two  mortally,  and  four  grievously 
w»unded.  This  unfortunate  mi.shap  had  excited  great  irrita- 
tion on  the  part  of  tlie  French  sailors  against  the  Americans,’* 
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PUDSSIA. 

The  court  of  Prussia  has  declined  to  receive  general  Goblei 
as  ambassador  from  Delgiiim,  regarding  him  as  a deserter  from 
the  service  of  the  king  of  Holland. 

DK.N.MARK. 

The  Hamburg  correspondent  of  the  London  Gazette,  in  a let- 
ter from  Copenh.'igen  of  the  26ih  April,  announces  that  the  king 
of  Denmark  had  issued  an  ordinance  declaring  that  there  shall 
be  the  most  perfect  equality  between  all  the  free  subjects  in  the 
Danish  colonies,  so  that  all  the  distinctions  between  the  whiles 
and  the  men  of  color,  are  forever  abolished.  Hy  the  same  or- 
dinance, all  the  men  of  color  are  henceforth  to  become  free  on 
producing  proof  that  they  have  maintained  an  irreproachable 
conduct  tor  three  successive  years,  and  aie  to  enjoy  the  same 
civil  and  political  rights  as  the  white  population. 

FRANCE. 

The  manufacturers  of  France  have  suffered  severely  by  the 
insurrections  at  Lynns.  At  Calais  and  Houlogne  the  net  ma- 
nufactories have  suffered.  The  goods  sent  to  Lyons  remained 
unsold,  and  the  bills  drawn  in  consequence  have  not  been  ac- 
cepted. The  manufacturers,  overloaded  with  goods,  have  ceas 
ed  to  employ  their  men,  excepting  only  one  for  each  machine, 
as  necessary  for  keeping  it  in  order.  The  national  guards  of 
Lyons  have  been  dissolved.  Incarceration  was  the  order  of  the 
day  there,  upwards  of  700  persons  having  been  imprisoned. 
The  slaughter  at  Lyons  during  ihe  riots  is  said  to  have  been 
exaggerated.  The  actual  loss  is  tints  stated:  on  the  part  of  the 
government  troops  killed  55,  wounded  258,  (of  these  last  only 
56  survived),  on  the  part  of  the  workingmen  killed  and  wound- 
ed, from  500  to  600.  It  is  agreed  that  the  number  of  inoffensive 
persons  killed  and  wounded  exceed  that  of  the  combatants. 

Two  large  camps  are  to  be  formed  in  the  environs  of  Lyons 
and  Paris  and  St.  Omer,  one  of  80,000  men. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  Pedroites,  it  is  stated,  have  taken  Figiiera,  and  Coimbra 
has  declared  for  Dohna  Maria— that  the  whole  of  the  road  from 
Oporto  to  Lisbon  was  open  to  the  Pedroites,  and  that  Don  Pe- 
dro and  Miguel  had  formed  an  armistice.  It  is  further  said, 
thatllon  Pedro  has  informed  the  pope,  that  unless  he  withdraws 
the  excommunications  against  himself,  the  queen,  the  ministers 
and  certain  adherents,  that  he  will  stop  the  annuity  of  £40,000 
annually  paid  to  the  papal  see  by  Portugal. 

SPAIN. 

It  is  affirmed  that  a telegraphic  despatch  had  been  received  at 
Paris,  stating  that  Don  Carlos  had  been  captured,  and,  by  per- 
mission, had  embarked  for  England.  The  government  troops 
and  Carlists  had  an  encounter  on  the  3d  May,  on  the  road  be- 
tween Tolosa  and  Pampeluna.  A dreadful  conflict  is  said  to 
have  occurred  on  the  occasion.  The  insurgents  were  complete- 
ly defeated  and  routed. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Tlie  Swiss  diet  were  to  be  convoked  to  receive  the  ultimatum 
of  the  Austrian  governmont  relative  to  political  refugees,  whom 
it  is  thought  have  been  ordered  out  of  Switzerland. 

TURKEY. 

Mehemet  Ali  had  recalled  the  exiled  Candiols  and  restored  to 
them  their  sequestrated  property.  A conspiracy  had  been  dis 
covered  at  Aleppo,  and  twenty  persons  implicated  in  it  execut- 
ed. The  island  of  Samos  was  to  be  strictly  blockaded. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONfMIESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  6.  The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  passed: 

The  bill  to  grant  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  certain  lands  for  the 
support  of  schools  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 

’Phe  bill  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state 
of  Ohio. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  consideration 
of  bills  of  a private  nature.  Adjourned. 

June  7.  The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  commis 
sioners  under  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with 
France,  which  makes  the  following  exhibit  of  the  claims  admit- 
ted, rejected  and  suspended  in  the  aggregate,  with  the  interest 
claimed  on  each,  viz:  admitted,  principal  17,065,917  36,  interest 
24,574,920  99— total  $41,640,8.38  35— rejected,  principal  618,258 
72,  interest  1,001,579  12— total  $1,619,837  84— suspended,  prin- 
cipal 3,272,325  94,  interest  5,301,168  02— total  $8,573,493  96- 
grand  total  amount  of  claims  presented,  principal  and  interest, 
$51,834,170  15. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Sprague  rose  and  addressed  the  senate,  going  to  show  the 
improper  and  erroneous  statements  contained  in  a letter  from 
Mr.  Rives,  as  cominunicaled  with  the  treaty,  to  which  in  a great 
measure,  he  ascribes  the  non-fulflimcnt  of  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  by  the  French  chamber  of  deputies. 

Mr.  Sprague  having  concluded,  the  report  was  oidered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  to  increase  and  regulate  tlie  pay  of  surgeons  and  as- 
sistant surgeons  of  the  army,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Several  bills  of  a private  or  local  character  being  considered 
and  acted  on, 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  states  for  interest  on 
their  advances  to  the  United  Stales,  during  the  late  war,  and 
after  debate  ordered  it  to  a third  reading  by  the  following  vote: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean,  Naudain, 


Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  Wilkins — 24. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black, Calhoun,  Grundy,  Hill, 
King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Moore,  Morris, 
Prejion,  Robin.<on,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  While,  Wright— 17. 
The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  9.  Mr.  Rohbins  presented  the  resolutions  from  the  go- 
neral  a<semhly  of  ilie  state  ofRhode  Island,  remonstating  against 
the  measures  ol  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  U. 
Slates  and  the  finances,  and  praying  for  a restoration  of  the  de- 
posiles;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

iNlemorials,  &c.  of  a similar  tendency  were  presented  by  Mr. 
McKean,  Irom  126  citizens  of  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania; 
and  by  Mr.  Bibb,  from  a number  of  citizens  of  Warren  county, 
Kentucky — read,  &c. 

A memorial,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  administration  with 
regard  to  the  bank,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Wright,  from  sundry 
citizens  of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Shepley,  from 
Seth  Pitts,  of  iWainc,  slating  that  he  had  inadvertently  signed  a 
memorial  in  favor  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying 
his  name  may  be  erased  therefrom — the  first  memorial  was  read, 
referred,  &c.  and  the  prayer  of  the  latter  granted. 

Mr.  Ewing,  from  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post 
roads,  who  liad  been  charged,  by  resolution  of  March  last,  with 
the  task  of  investigating  the  condition  and  tiansactions  of  the 
department,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  made 
a report,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Ewing,  occupying  an  hour  and 
fifty-five  minutes. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  following  resolutions: 

1.  /Icsolced,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  borrowed  at  diflerenl  banks,  by  the  post- 
master general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means 
of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office  de|>attment,  with- 
out authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  ns  con- 
gress alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  post- 
master general  are  illegal  and  void. 

2.  Resolved,  That  several  reports  of  the  postmaster  general 
contain  statements  which,  in  subsequent  papers,  he  admits  to 
be  erroneous;  that  others,  especially  those  of  the  18ih  of  April, 
1832,  and  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  are  inconsistent  with  each 
other;  and  that,  therefore,  reliance  cannot  be  placed  on  the 
truth  and  accuracy  of  the  communications  made  by  the  depart- 
ment. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  fully  proved,  that  a practice  prevails  in 
the  post  office  department  of  granting  contracts  on  bids  which 
vary  from  the  advertisements,  and  of  changing  and  altering  con- 
tracts in  material  respects  after  they  have  been  accepted,  and 
that  this  practice  prevents  all  fair  competition  among  persons 
wishing  to  make  contracts,  is  calculated  to  give  undue  advan- 
tage to  favorites,  and  is  in  violation  of  law. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  appears,  that  an  individual  who  made  a 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  was  required  to  give 
it  up  for  no  other  reason  than  that  it  might  be  given  to  aHothcr, 
desirous  of  having  it,  and  that  the  act  of  the  department,  in  re- 
quiring such  surrender  and  in  effecting  the  transfer,  was  illegal 
and  unjust. 

5.  JiesoZicd,  That  it  appears  that  the  proposals  for  carrying 
the  mail  on  the  route  from  Chicago  to  Green  Bay,  was  withheld 
from  advertisement;  that  the  contract  therefor  was  given  in 
another  name,  but  really  and  truly  to  one  of  the  clerks  in  the 
department;  that  the  compensation  pro[>osed  in  the  bid  was 
raised  without  any  increase  of  service;  and  that  the  transaction 
is  a direct  breach  of  law. 

6.  Resolved,  That  extra  allowances  have  been  granted  to  con- 
tractors without  any  increase  of  duty  or  service  on  their  part, 
and  that  in  other  cases  extra  allowances  have  been  made  which 
are  unreasonable,  extravagant,  and  out  of  all  proportion  with 
tlie  increase  of  service. 

7.  Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  has  established 
steamboat  lines,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  by  private 
contract,  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  without  authority  of  law. 

8.  Resolved,  That  the  public  credit  has  been  pledged  for  the 
benefit  of  individual  contractors,  and  that  contractors  have  been 
solicited  and  induced  to  aid,  with  their  personal  credit,  the  bu- 
siness of  the  department;  and  that  all  such  transactions  are  un- 
justifiable and  improper. 

9.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  that  mail  lines  have  been 
established  to  run  more  frequently  than  once  a day,  at  a very 
heavy  expense,  where  no  adequate  public  object  required  such 
provision. 

10.  Resolved,  That  pecuniary  transactions  of  a very  irregular 
nature  are  proved  to  have  taken  place  between  the  contractors 
and  some  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  post  office  deparlment. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  post  office  department  is  now  deeply 
in  debt;  its  aflairs  in  disorder;  its  accounts  and  reports  irregular 
and  unsatisfactory;  that  it  is  justly  the  subject  of  public  com- 
plaint, and  demands  a radical  reform. 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  incidental  expenses  and  secret  service 
money  of  the  department  has  increased,  is  increasing,  and  ought 
to  be  diminished. 

13.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  that  an  agreement  was  en- 
tered into  between  two  companies  of  mail  contractors,  the  ex- 
press object  of  which  was  to  put  down  competition  in  the  trans- 
portation of  passengers  in  their  respective  mail  routes;  that  said 
agreement  was  drawn  by  an  officer  of  the  department,  and  en- 
tered into  at  his  pressing  instance,  and  that  it  was  sanctioned 
by  the  postmaster  general;  and  that  such  agreement,  so  sano- 
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tiorieJ , ie  an  intcrf(;reiico  with  the  honest  pursuits  of  the  free 
citizens  of  these  United  States;  tliat  it  tends  to  establish  an 
odious  and  oppressive  monopoly,  and  is  an  unjust  invasion  of 
private  rights. 

14.  Resolved,  That  it  does  appear  tiiat  mail  contr.ictnrs  liave 
received  large  e.xlra  allowance.s,  and  have,  about  the  lime  cl 
receiving  such  aJlowances,  become  the  proprietors  or  contract- 
ors of  newspaper  presses,  of  a partisan  character.  It  also  ap- 
pears, that  a newspaper  editor,  in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
is  a contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  numerous  routes, 
paper  privilege,’’  and  that  every  such  act  or  artifice,  tending  to 
unite  the  press  with  the  post  oliice  department,  is  a dangerous 
abuse  and  ought  to  be  corrected. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Grundy  said  he  lield  in  his  hands  a paper  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  himself 
and  the  senator  from  Illinois,  which  he  asked  might  be  received 
and  read  to  the  senate.  The  paper,  he  said,  though  treating  on 
precisely  the  same  subjects  as  those  in  the  report  just  read,  yet 
differed  fronr  it  in  some  very  material  respects;  and  he  believed 
that  every  senator  would  be  better  able  to  understand  the  whole 
subject  by  reading  both  documents  together,  than  either  of  them 
separately. 

The  reportpf  the  minority  being  received  and  read,  after  some 
yemarks  from  Messrs.  Ewing,  Grundy,  Forsytk  and  Forler,  the 
xeports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Southard  said  that  those  reports  represented  matter  of 
unusual  interest  to  the  public.  They  exhibited,  perhaps,  more 
misconduct  and  maladministration  than  was  ever  known  to  ex- 
ist in  any  department  of  any  government.  They  shewed  the 
insolvency  of  the  department  of  the  post  office,  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  ^800,000,  which  was,  of  itself,  enough  to  s'how  the 
necessity  of  circulating  them  as  widely  as  possible.  He  w;is 
perfectly  aware  that  the  minority  committee  did  not  go  to  that 
extent;  but  it  struck  him  as  a singular  circumstance,  that  that 
minority  should  have  discovered  an  insolvency  to  the  amount 
of  something  less  than  ^300,000,  when  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment should  have  asked  for  the  sum  of  ^450,000,  saying  that  he 
could  not  get  along  without  it.  But  that  fact  alone,  with  others 
which  were  exhibited,  .were  of  such  a character,  that  he  felt 
desirous  there  should  be  a large  number  of  extra  copies  printed. 
He  would  therefore  move  that  15,000  extra  copies  of  the  reports 
and  documents  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Forsytk  objected  on  the  ground  of  the  expense. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  the  printing  of  30,000  copies. 

Mr.  Southard  accepted  the  modification. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Wright, 
Chambers,  Swift,  Grundy  and  Ewing — 

On  mot’on  of  Mr.  Swift,  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub 
ject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  house  fixing  on  the  30th  of 
June,  inst.  for  the  adjournmpnl  of  congress,  was  then  concur- 
red in. 

Mr.  Clay  alluded  to  the  order,  adopted  some  time  since,  for 
the  making  out  the  number  of  the  signatures  to  the  memorials 
On  the  subject  of  the  public  distress,  and  moved  the  adoption  of 
an  order  continuing  the  list  to  the  present  time,  which  was 
adopted. 

After  some  reports  on  memorials  of  a private  character. 

The  chair  then  called  the  next  special  order  relating  to  the 
French  claims,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  senate 
adjourned. 

June  10.  Memorials,  proceedings  of  meetings,  &.c.  remon- 
strating against  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  praying  their 
restoration  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  were  presented  by 
Mr.  Southard,  from  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey;  by  Mr. 
Webster,  from  citizens  of  the  borough  of  Mercer,  Pa.;  which 
were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Silsbee  reported  a bill  to  enlarge  the  port  of  entry  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  Tipton  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  the  committee  on 
military  affairs  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  memorials  of  the  officers  of  the  late  war,  praying  dona- 
tions of  lands. 

Mr.  Webster  asked  and  obtained  leave  for  the  committee  on 
finance  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  per  diem  and 
mileage  to  E.  R.  Potter,  while  contesting  the  seat  of  senator 
from  Rhode  Island;  whereupon, 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a resolution  authorising  the  allowance 
in  question,  as  to  the  time  which  Mr.  Potter  expended  in  at- 
tendance, &c. 

Mr.  Chambers  reported  a bill  appropriating  $15,000,  annually, 
to  the  corporations  of  the  District,  to  enable  them  to  extinguish 
eo  much  of  the  interest  annually  accruing  on  their  existing  debt 
— read,  &c. 

Mr.  Robbins  reported  a joint  resolution  to  provide  for  the  pro- 
curing an  equestrian  bronze  statue  of  Washington,  to  be  placed 
at  the  eastern  front  of  the  capitol. 

The  proposition  to  print  30.000  extra  copies  of  the  post  office 
reports,  was  taken  up  and  debated;  but  before  any  vote  was 
taken,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  11,  Mr.  McKean  presented  the  proceedings  of  an  un- 
usually large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  Pa. 
condemning  the  action  of  the  executive  against  the  bank,  re 
probating  the  protest,  the  renominations  of  the  government  di- 
rectors, the  withholding  nominations,  and  the  refusal,  by  the 
executive,  to  receive  commitlees  of  meetings  of  the  people;  and 


Mr.  Preston  presented  proceedings  of  a similar  character  from 
a meeting  of  citizens  of  Chester  district,  South  Carolina;  which 
proceedings  were  respectively  read,  Stc. 

On  inolion  of  Mr.  Ribb,  the  senate  took  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  select  committee,  on  the  subject  of  amend- 
ing the  constiiiiiiun  in  relerence  to  the  election  of  president  and 
vice  prc.sident. 

Mr.  Lcig/t  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  which 
motion,  alter  remarks  by  Messrs.  Leigh,  Benton,  Bibb  and  Tyler, 
prevailed. 

The  senate  again  proceeded  to  consider  the  proposition  to 
print  30,000  copies  of  the  reports  on  the  post  office,  which,  after 
debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  yeas  -26,  nays  14.  The 
senate  then  adjourned. 

June  12.  Memorials,  proceedings,  &c,  remon.str.iting  against 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Air.  Torn- 
linsoji,  from  the  town  of  Lyme,  Connecticut;  by  Mr.  Webster, 
from  937  citizens  and  electors  ofTompkins  county.  New  York; 
which  were  read,  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Southard  reported  a bili  to  regulate  steamboats  navigat- 
ing our  waters;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Webster  reported  the  general  appropriation  bill  from  the 
other  house,  with  amendments  and  accompanying  documents, 
winch  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C/iamiers  reported  a bill  granting  .$70,000  annually,  for 
three  years,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  VVashington,  towards  the  extinguishment  of 
the  interest  on  its  public  debt;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilkins  introduced  a joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
purchase  of  a certain  number  of  copies  of  Elliott’s  Diplomatic 
Code — read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading. 

Mr.  C/aj/ submitted  a resolution  calling  for  information  as  to 
the  total  quantity  of  certificates  of  scrip  issued  to  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  revolution,  &c. 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  meeting  of  the  senate  at  11 
o’clock,  A.  M.  was  considered  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  then  went  into  execu- 
tive business,  and  alter  remaining  for  some  hours  with  closed 
doors,  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  6.  Mr.  Polk  reported  the  bill,  from  the  senate, 

, with  an  amendment,  supplementary  to  an  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports — also  the  bill  mak- 
ing additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at  Harper’s  Ferry, 
for  the  year  1834 — w'hich  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  construction  of  certain 
roads  in  Michigan,  was  taken  up,  and  debated  until  the  house 
passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  being  the  bills  relating  to  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  consideration  of  which  the  remain- 
der of  the  day  was  consumed.  The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  7.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Jldams  remarked  that  he  be- 
lieved the  time  had  come,  for  which  he  had  been  waiting  near- 
ly two  months,  when  the  resolution,  formerly  submitted  by 
him,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  state  banks,  was  the  next 
in  order  to  be  considered. 

The  speaker  having  ascertained  that  it  was  so; 

Mr.  e2tia-ms  said  he  would  modify  the  resolution  to  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  house  the  names  of  the  presidents,  cashiers,  di- 
rectors, stockholders,  lawyers  and  solicitors  of  all  tlie  banks 
selected  by  liirn  as  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
place  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches;  toge- 
ther with  the  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks  held  by  each  stock- 
holder, and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  each  president,  cashier 
and  director,  of  each  of  the  banks  to  the  said  bank,  at  the  time 
when  it  was  selected  as  a depository,  and  at  this  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution; 

Mr.  Camhrelcng  said  that  as  he  did  not  consider  information 
as  to  the  private  debts  of  the  individuals  named  in  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  at  all  necessary  for  the  house  to  have,  he  would  sug- 
gest to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  further 
modify  his  resolution,  so  as  to  require  only  the  aggregate 
amount  of  debt  due  by  the  presidents,  directors,  &c.  of  these 
institutions.  He  was  certain  the  gentleman’s  motive  in  calling 
for  the  information  was  of  a public  nature. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  .^dams  said  the  information  which  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  stated,  was  not  what  he,  Mr.  A.  wanted; 
the  aggregate  amounts  would  not  furnish  the  information  which 
he  had  called  for.  His  object  in  asking  it  was  of  a public  na- 
ture, and  was  not  for  the  gratification  of  any  personal  feeling. 
He  required  it  because  he  believed  it  would  be  vitally  interest- 
ing to  the  public  to  know  the  amount  of  debt,  the  proportion  of 
stock  that  had  been,  as  well  as  the  amount  which  was  at  pre- 
sent, held  by  the  president  and  directors  of  the  deposite  banks. 
He  would  further  add,  that  the  information  as  proposed  by' his 
resolution  was  essential  to  ascertain  the  safety  of  those  stale 
b.inks  for  the  object  for  which  they  were  recently  selected.  It 
was  essential  to  ascertain  their  character  and  credit.  This  was 
the  more  necessary  as  it  was  known  that  state  banks  were  go- 
verned by  individuals  having  apparently  large  interests  in 
them,  who  had  in  fact  little  or  no  interest  at  all  in  them.  Their 
interest  existing  only  in  stock  notes  on  which  not  a dollar  in  re- 
ality had  been  paid. 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  to  strike  out  ‘‘lawyers  and  solicitors.” 
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Mr.  Polk  moved  the  following  as  an  amendment: 

“The  secretary  also  cmninunicate  to  this  Imiise  the  amount 
of  debts  due  by  the  president,  cashier  and  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  to  said  bank  :it  this  time,  or  at  any  time 
within  one  year  last  past,  and  also  the  names  of  the  lawyers 
and  solicitors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  branches, 
and  the  amount  of  debt  due  by  eacli,  to  said  bank,  at  this  time, 
or  al  any  time  within  one  year  last  past.” 

Mr.  Polk  doubted  the  power  of  the  si  cretary  of  the  treasury 
lo  procure  the  iiiformatioii  from  the  state  banks.  It  had  been 
said  there  were  no  legal  means  by  which  he  could  compel  them 
lo  give  It;  it  could  not  be  obtained  unless  voluntarily  given. 

Mr.  Slewurt  inquired  if  it  was  possible  for  the  secretary  of  the 
irea.-ury  to  coaiinuiiicate  the  information  called  for. 

Mr.  C’ou/<cr  advocated  Mr.  ..'idaTTii’ residution  at  length.  lie 
had  no  doubt  Hint  tlie  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
was  actuated  solely  by  objects  of  public  consideration  worthy 
of  himself,  of  the  house,  and  of  the  nation.  He  would  not  in- 
quire whether  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  had  the  power  to 
cause  the  inforinalion  to  be  given;  for  if  he  had  it  not,  he  ought 
to  have  had  it,  as  it  was  by  his  own  act  the  public  treasure  had 
been  placed  in  these  institutions,  and  congress  should  hold  him 
accountable  for  the  funds  so  put  by  him  into  these  state  batiks. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Stewart  to  strike  out  the  words  “lawyers  and  solicitors,” 
it  was  negatived.  Thereupon,  Mr.  Polk  submitted  his  aniend- 
uieiit  calling  for  information  from  the  bunk  of  the  U.  tStates. 

Mr.  John  Q.  Adams  would  be  willing  to  receive  the  aineiid- 
menl  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if  he  would  modify  it 
so  as  to  make  it  only  coextensive  with  the  call  for  intirrmution 
for  inquiry  into  the  state  bank.«.  He  not  only  proposed  to  ex- 
tend it  to  the  lawyers  and  solicitors,  but  he  desired  also  to 
know  the  proportion  of  private  debts  due  by  them  respectively. 
This  was  more  than  he  contemplated;  it  was  entering  u|)on 
grounds  of  a questionable  nature  as  to  the  right  of  the  house  to 
make  the  call. 

Mr.  Beaty  proposed,  if  in  order,  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  member  from  Tennessee,  by  inserting  the  following 
words: 

Beit  further  resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  also 
inform  the  house  of  representatives,  whether  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  heads  of  departinents  and  treasurer,  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  their  private  accounts  in  the  branch 
bank  of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  at 
what  time  did  they,  or  either  of  litem,  cease  to  keep  their  ac- 
counts in  said  branch  bank.” 

Mr.  Selden  suggested  some  verbal  amendments  to  Mr. 
Adnms^  resolution,  which  were  accepted  by  the  latter. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  PoUc  until  arrested  by  the 
orders  of  the  day,  being  the  bills  in  relation  to  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  severally  took  up  the 
following  bills: 

The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  bill  for  tire  benefit  of  the  city  of  Alexandria. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  District  banks  from  issuing  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars. 

The  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  canal  company. 

The  bill  relative  to  a lateral  rail  road  lo  Baltimore;  which 
bills,  after  being  gone  through  with,  were  severally  reported  to 
the  house. 

The  bill  for  constructing  a bridge  across  the  Potomac,  and 
The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings,  were 
severally  taken  up,  and  after  being  considered  and  amended, 
were  reported  lo  the  house;  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  9.  The  hon.  Mr.  Steele,  representative  elect 
from  Maryland,  in  place  of  the  hon.  iMr.  Dennis,  deceased,  ap 
peared,  was  qualified,  and  look  his  seat. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Pa.  asked  the  unanimous  con.senl  of  the  house 
to  take  up  and  dispo&e  of  the  re.solution  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  .^Jurns,  re- 
quiring information  with  respect  to  the  slate  deposite  banks — 
Objections  being  made. 

The  house  took  up  the  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of 
York  county.  Pa.  denouncing  the  recent  executive  measures 
against  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  &c.  and 

Mr.  Barnitz  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks  in  support 
of  the  views  of  the  memorialists. 

The  memorial  was  ordered  lo  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  that  the  house  now  take  up  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to  do 
EO. 

Objections  being  made,  Mr.  Polk  moved  a suspension  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Wise  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  the 
memorial  from  Gloucester  county,  which  he  had  presented,  and 
upon  which  he  had  moved  certain  resolutions,  had  been  lying 
over  some  weeks,  he,  therefore,  hoped  Mr.  P.  would  withdraw 
bis  motion  to  suspend. 

Mr.  Polk  declined,  .and  left  it  to  the  house  to  decide  whether 
they  preferred  to  have  an  exploded  subject  revived. 

After  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Wise,  Polk,  Burges,  Ward- 
well  and  Beardsley,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  yeas  112,  nays 
65,  there  not  being  two- thirds  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Miller  then  renewed  his  motion  to  take  up  Mr.  Adams^ 
resolution,  and  objection  being  made,  he  moved  a suspension  of 
the  rule;  which  motion 


The  speaker  declared  to  be  out  of  order;  and 
Thereupon,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
memorial  Irojn  the  inhabitants  of  Gloucester  county,  Va.  log«- 
iher  with  the  resolutions  moved  by  .Mr.  Wise  some  weeks  since. 

Mr.  If'uc  entered  al  length  into  an  argumentative  speech  iu 
stippoit  uf  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Peyton  replied,  and  concluded  by  moving  the  resolutions 
he  had  otlcrcd  when  Mr.  Wise’s  resolutions  were  first  present- 
ed, as  a sub.*titute  therefor. 

Mr.  Miller  moved  to  lay  the  niemoiial  and  both  sets  of  reso- 
lutions on  the  table;  and  the  resolutions  and  amendment  wore 
then  read  at  the  clerk’s  table;  when 

Mr.  Patmore  inquired  whether  the  question  was  divisible? 

The  chair  decided  that  it  was  not. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  and  stood  as  follows: 
YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  Win.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Gambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson, 
Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forrester,  Win.  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gal- 
braith, Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey,  liaiuer,  Hanriegan, 
Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Henderson, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington,  luge,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, Benjamin  Jones,  Kavaiiagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  La- 
porie,  Luke  Lea,  Tho.s.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abj- 
jali  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Jidiii  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Ma- 
son, Me  1 mire,  McKay,  McKiiii,  McKinley,  McLene,  MeVean, 
Miller,  Henry  Mitchell,  Koberi  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy, 
Osgoorl,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patterson,  Dulee  J.  Pearce,  F. 
Pierce,  Pierson,  Polk,  Pope,  Schley  .Smith,  Speight,  Standifer, 
Sloddert,  Sutherland,  Win.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson, 
Turril,  VanderpocI,  Van  Houicn,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwcll, 
Webster,  VVhalon,  C.  P.  White — 105. 

NAYS— Mes.srs.  J.  U.  Adams,  lleinan  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Bay  lies, 
Beaty,  Janies  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burges,  Cage, 
Chambers,  Chilton,  Clioale,  William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney, 
Corwin,  Coulter,  Darlington,  W.  11.  Davis,  Davenport,  Deberry, 
Deming,  Denny,  Dicksoii,  Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Ful- 
ler, Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Grayson,  Grcnnell,  Gritfin,  Hi- 
land  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Ilazeltine,  Heisier, 
Jabez  W.  Huiitinglon,  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King, 
Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McCo- 
mas,  McKeniian,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Peyton,  Pinckney, 
Potts,  llamsay.  Heed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd, 
Win.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele,  Win.  P.  Taylor,  Phile- 
nion  Thomas,  Tompkins,  'J'urner,  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton, 
Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Wliittlescy,  Elisha  Whittlesey, 
Wilde,  VVilliams,  W’^ilson,  Wise,  Young — 97. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  P.  While,  the  house  then  adjourned. 
Tuesday,  June  10.  After  various  reports.  See.  on  private 
claims,  Mr.  C.  P.  White  reported,  without  amendmcnl,  the  bill 
from  the  senate  for  the  better  organization  of  the  U.  S.  inarims 
corps— com  milted. 

Mr.  C.  P.  H'/iite  also  reported  a bill  authorising  the  construc- 
tion oflhree  .steam  balleiies, 

Mr.  Parker  reported  a bill  to  provide  rations  for  the  navy — 
which  bills  were  twice  read  and  commiMed. 

Mr.  Polk  made  an  unfavorable  report  u|ion  the  bill,  from  the 
senate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ruuiaii  Calliolic  church  ot  St. 
Louis. 

Mr.  Mercer  Eubmilled  a resolution  providing  for  the  arrest 
of  debate. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M,  Johnson,  the  bill  further  to  extend 
the  lime  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  revolntioiiary  soldiers  K> 
locale  military  land  warrants,  was  taken  up,  amended  and  or- 
dered to  a third  reading. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  coiisidernlion  of  the  Kentuo- 
ky  contested  election.  A large  portion  of  the  remainder  o(  the 
day  was  taken  up  in  motions  relative  to  the  admission  or  rejec- 
tion of  individual  votes,  and  these  chiefly  with  respect  lo  Mr. 
Letcher’s  poll. 

In  the  debates  which  followed  these  several  motions,  jnany 
gentlenicn  warmly  participated. 

Finally,  Mr.  Lytle,  of  Ohio,  (having  previou.sly  made  the  same 
motion  without  its  being  seconded  by  a majority),  again  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the  following 
vole:  ayes  105,  noes  96. 

Mr.  Marshall  moved  a call  of  the  house,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  motion.  They  were  taken  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows; yeas  119,  nays  85. 

The  house  being  called,  216  members  answered  to  their 
names;  when  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  of  N.  Y.  the  call  was 
su.spcnded:  yeas  129,  nays  85. 

The  previous  question  was  then  slated,  viz:  shall  the  main 
question  now  be  put? 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  as  to  the  effect  of  the  vote,  viz:  whether 
it  would  not  deprive  Mr.  Letcher  of  the  benefit  of  an  application 
of  the  same  principle.s  to  the  poll  of  Mr.  Moore,  which  had  this 
day  been  applied  to  Mr.  LefcAer’s  poll? 

The  speafcer  replied  that,  according  to  his  own  opinion,  if  the 
question  should  be  decided  in  one  way,  it  would;  and,  it  in  the 
other.  It  woruld  not;  but  this  was  not  strictly  a question  of 

Mr.  Adams  was  repeatedly  called  to  order;  but,  having  ob- 
tained the  reply  of  the  speaker,  said  he  was  now  satisfied. 
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Mr.  Hardin  moved  that  the  house  adjourn,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion.  Tliey  were  taken,  and  resulted 
its  follows:  yeas  59,  nays  152. 

After  various  other  pioceedings  on  points  of  order,  &c.. 

The  previous  question  was  then  (lut,  and  deeided  as  luilows, 
yeas  108,  nays  112. 

So  the  house  decided  that  the  main  question  he  not  now  put; 
the  elicct  of  which  is,  to  put  aside  the  whole  question  to 
another  day. 

And  then  the  house  at  9 o’clock,  P M.  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  11.  Mr.  Gillet  reported  a bill  to  provide  for 
the  seizure  and  sale  of  property  brought  into  the  United  Stales 
in  violation  of  the  revenue  laws — twice  read  and  committed. 

The  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  tilth 
census  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  iJannegan  submitted  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  certain  sections  of  land  to  the  stale  of  Indi- 
ana, to  aid  that  state  in  the  construction  of  a rail  road. 

The  resolution  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  longi- 
tude and  latitude  of  several  places  in  the  vicinity  of  the  north- 
ern boundary  of  the  slates  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  McKay  moved  a resolution  to  commit  tlie  report  of  the 
committee  of  elections  to  a committee  of  the  whole,  with  in 
structions  to  bring  in  a report  declaring  the  election  void,  and 
referring  it  back  to  the  people  of  the  district. 

Which  motion,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chair,  was  modified 
so  as  commit  the  whole  subject. 

After  an  animated  debate  of  great  length,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McKay  prevailed  by  a vote  of  yeas  113,  nays  109. 

After  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  Mr.  McKay,  that  the  house 
resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  re- 
^.0j,iltion,  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  12.  Various  reports,  &c.  on  private  cases, 
toeing  attended  to, 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  case  of 
the  Kentucky  contested  election. 

Mr.  McKay  then  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  neither  Thomas  F.  Moore  or  Robert  P.  Letch- 
er be  permitted  to  take  a seat  in  this  house  as  the  representa- 
tive for  the  5th  congressional  district  of  the  state  of  Kentucky, 
and  that  said  seat  is  now  vacant. 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  of  this  house  do  notify  the  gover- 
nor of  Kentucky  that  said  seat  is  vacant. 

Mr.  fTiWe  objected  to  the  phraseology  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  McKay  maintained  that  itj was  substantially  in  conformity 
to  the  instructions  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Sutherland  proposed  the  following,  so  as  to  be  strictly  in 
the  terms  of  the  original  instructions: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a new  election  for  a member  of  this 
house  from  the  5th  congressional  district  in  Kentucky — it  being 
impracticable  for  this  house  to  determine  with  any  certainty, 
who  is  the  rightful  representative  of  said  district. 

Mr.  McKaj/ then  withdrew  the  resolutions  proposed  by  him. 
The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Sutherland  was  then  agreed 
to;  and  thereupon  the  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  same  to 
the  house  for  their  concurrence. 

Mr.  Clayton,  of  Geo.  with  a view  that  a true  statement  of  the 
polls  as  canvassed  by  the  house  should  go  to  the  electors  of  the 
district,  prepared  a preamble  to  the  resolution,  in  which  he 
shewed,  after  making  all  the  additions  and  subtractions  as  or- 
dered by  the  decisions  of  the  house,  that  Mr.  Letcher  had  a ma- 
jority of  11  legal  votes  over  Mr.  Moore. 

The  speaker  intimated  that  the  proposition  could  only  be  re- 
ceived as  a substitute  for  the  resolution  reported. 

Mr.  Mardis  objected  to  it  altogether. 

.On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wilde,  Mr.  Clayton  substituted  the 
following — 

Resolved,  That  Robert  P.  Letcher  is  entitled  to  a seat  in  this 
house,  as  a representative  from  the  5th  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky. 

Which,  after  debate,  was  negatived:  yeas  112,  nays  114. 

The  question  then  being  on  concurring  with  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  which  declares  neither  entitled  to 
a seat,  sending  the  election  back,  &c. 

Mr.  Clayton  renewed  his  original  amendment,  as  a pream- 
ble to  the  report. 

This  led  to  an  angry  debate  of  considerable  length;  and  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  C.  was,  finally,  rejected,  yeas  72,  nays  137. 
Whereupon,  the  original  resolution  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  was  then  adopted,  yeas  114,  nays  103. 

The  house  adjourned. 

MR.  SPEAKER* MILL’S  ADDRESS, 

On  taking  the  chair  of  the  house. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

With  the  greatest  sincerity  I declare  to  you,  that,  although  I 
am  duly  and  gratefully  impressed  by  this  mark  of  the  partiality 
and  confidence  of  the  house,  and  am  by  no  means  insensible  to 
the  distinction  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  me,  yet  I am  not 
without  some  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  my  course  in  accepting 
the  station  which  your  choice  has  assigned  me.  Without  the 
slightest  experience  in  the  chair,  it  may  be  justly  apprehended 
that  your  selection  of  a presiding  officer  has  beeji  but  too  much 
^iiflueiiced  by  personal  kindness  and  friendship;  and  I shall  be 


quite  happy  if  the  public  interests  shall  suffer  no  detriment 
through  a defective  adminisiraiion  of  the  duties  of  the  chair. 
In  ordinary  times,  and  under  oidmary  circumstances,  I could 
flatter  myself  that,  by  diligent  application,  I niiglii  be  able,  in  a 
short  lime,  to  supply  ibe  want  ot  experience;  and  to  justify,  in 
some  degree,  the  confidence  indicated  by  the  house.  That 
more  than  usual  embarras.sinenis  must  be  encountered,  .at  this 
moment,  by  any  incumbent  of  the  chair,  will  be  adiniited  by 
all.  The  impatience,  not  to  say  irritation — the  natural  result 
of  a protracted  session-^lhe  excileinent  growing  out  of  those 
sharp  conflicts  of  opinion,  upon  ()ueslions  of  public  policy;  con- 
flicts exasperated  and  embillHrcd,  at  the  present  moment,  in  an 
extraordinary  degree;  all  present  themselves  to  increase  the  diffi- 
culties and  call  forth  Ibe  exertions  of  a new  and  unpractised 
incumbent  of  the  chair;  and  1 feel,  gentlemen,  that  whatever 
exertions  may  be  made  on  my  part,  must  be  vain  without  your 
forbearance;  nay,  that  they  must  fail  altogether,  without  your 
cordial  support  and  co-operation.  When  1 reflect  how  great 
are  the  interests  connected  with  this  house;  its  character  and 
action — interests,  not  of  a day  or  of  a party,  but  of  all  time;  of 
posterity;  and  of  all  the  parlies  which  are,  or  ever  will  be,  ar- 
rayed against  each  other;  and  when  I further  reflect  how  much 
the  character  and  action  of  this  house  depends  upon  a skilful, 
firm  and  impartial  administration  of  the  duties  of  the  chair,  I 
confess  I feel  the  deepest  solicitude. 

It  is  not  so  generally  understood,  I regret  to  believe,  as  it 
should  be,  in  how  great  a degree,  the  measures  of  a legislative 
assembly  are  modified  and  influenced  by  the  manner  of  its  de- 
liberation. All  will  concede  that,  if  it  shall  ever  happen  that 
this  body  shall  fall  into  disrepute,  and  fail  to  command  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  people,  our  institutions  will  be  in 
the  greatest  peril.  Not  only  the  character  of  this  house,  the 
wisdom  and  efficiency  of  its  action,  but  the  existence  of  our 
admirable  frame  of  polity  itself,  may  be  said  to  depend,  in  some 
degree,  upon  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  deliberations  of  this 
house. 

While,  then,  I intreat  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  my  own 
defects,  1 earnestly  invoke  the  assistance  of  every  member  of 
it,  in  cndeavoriHg  to  maintain  and  preserve,  so  far  as  depends 
upon  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  those  great  and  primary  in- 
teiests  of  constitutional  government  and  freedom,  in  support  of 
which,  I am  sure,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be 
upon  points  of  construction,  of  policy  or  administration,  there 
is  not  a heart  here,  nor  an  American  heart  any  where,  that  docs 
not  beat  high. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  CLAYTON,  OF  DELAWARE, 

On  presenting  the  Cherokee  memorial  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Clayton  presented  a memorial  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
signed  by  their  principal  chief  and  other  delegates,  complaining 
that,  notwithstanding  the  faith  of  treaties,  the  obligations  of  the 
laws,  and  the  solemn  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States  in  their  favor,  the  president  of  the  United  State  had  not 
only  refused  to  protect  them  against  the  oppressions  of  the  state 
of  Georgia,  but  is  exerting  his  power  on  the  side  of  their  oppres- 
sors, and  CO  operating  with  them  in  the  work  of  destruction. 
They  represent  that,  under  these  laws  and  treaties,  in  times 
past,  they  were  protected  by  the  executive  power  of  the  United 
States;  that,  happy  under  the  parental  guardianship  of  this  go- 
vernment, they  applied  themselves  assiduously  and  successfully 
to  learn  the  lessons  of  civilization  and  peace,  which,  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a humane  and  Christian  policy,  the  United  States 
caused  to  be  taught  to  them;  that  while  protection  was  extend- 
to  them  against  cupidity,  they  could,  with  pride  and  satisfac- 
tion, and  with  grateful  hearts  to  their  instructors,  point  us  to 
the  houses  they  had  built,  the  improvements  they  had  made, 
the  fields  they  were  cultivating,  and  shew,  by  their  domestic  es- 
tablishments, how,  from  wandering  in  the  forests,  many  of 
them  had  become  the  heads  of  families,  with  fixed  habitations, 
each  the  centre  of  a domestic  circle,  like  that  vehich  forms  the 
happiness  of  civilized  man.  They  say  that  human  knowledge 
and  letters  had  been  introduced  amongst  them,  and  that  the 
highest  of  all  knowledge  had  come  to  bless  them,  teaching  them 
to  know  and  to  worship  the  Christian’s  God,  bowing  down  to 
Him  at  the  same  seasons,  and  in  the  same  spirit,  with  the  mil- 
lions of  his  creatures  who  inhabit  Christendom,  and  with  them 
embracing  the  hopes  and  promises  of  the  gospel.  But  now  they 
represent  that  each  of  these  blessings  has  been  made  to  them 
an  instrument  of  the  keenest  torture;  that  cupidity  has  fastened 
its  eye  upon  their  lands  and  their  homes,  and  is  seeking,  by 
force  and  by  every  variety  of  oppression  and  wrong,  to  expel 
them  from  their  firesides,  and  to  tear  them  from  all  that  has  be- 
come endeared  to  them.  They  say,  that,  to  give  a detail  of  their 
sufferings,  would  make  a history. 

The  memorial  further  complains  that  the  annuities  secured 
by  treaty  for  the  Cherokees,  has  been  virtually  withheld,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  executive  construction  of  the  laws,  and  it  asks 
of  congress  redress  for  this  grievance,  by  directing  that  those 
annuities  shall  be  paid  according  to  the  provision  of  the  treaty 
and  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Cherokee  people.  On  this  sub- 
ject, said  Mr.  C.  I forbear  all  comment  at  this  time.  My  busi- 
ness with  it  now  is  to  cause  the  proper  disposition  to  be  made 
of  the  paper.  It  is  accompanied  by  numerous  documents, 
shewing  the  whole  correspondence  of  these  delegates  of  this 
dependent  people,  now  seeking  our  protection,  with  the  chief 
executive  and  the  department  of  war.  I move  that  it  be  print- 
ed, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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RELMARKS  OF  MR.  NAUDAIN 
Upon  the  motion  to  print  and  refer  the  proceedings  of  the  ‘‘Jack- 

son  republican  delegates,  of  -Veu)  Castle  county,’^  presented  to 

the  senate,  on  VCednesday  last,  by  the  vice  president. 

Mr.  Naudain  said,  tliat  iJit  cilizt-ns  of  New  Casile  county, 
speukiiig  for  then  selves,  by  their  memorial  si}-iied  by  a majority 
of  all  the  legal  \oters  of  that  coutiiy,  appeared  a few  weeks 
since  before  the  senate,  declaring  their  opinion  that  the  distreos 
which  pervaded  the  country,  and  which  seemed  to  be  still  in- 
creasing. was  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites 
from  the  bank  ot  the  United  States;  that,  to  effect  this  removal, 
the  pre.«ideni  had  violated  the  laws  and  disregarded  the  consti- 
tution of  the  country;  and  praying  congress  to  cause  the  de- 
posites to  be  restored,  and  the  bank  to  be  rechaitered,  as,  in 
their  opinion,  the  only  effectual  means  of  relief. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  N.  we  have  the  proceedings  of  a meeting 
of  delegates  appointed  by  primary  assemblies  of  the  people,  in 
the  several  hundreds  of  that  county;  presented  to  the  senate 
Uirougli  its  presiding  officer;  setting  forth,  as  they  say,  “the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  democracy  of  New  Castle  county,” 
and  approving  of  all  the  acts  of  the  executive.  Before  I pro- 
ceed to  notice  the  resolutions  themselves,  1 will  say  a word  or 
tw’O  about  the  mauHmr  in  which  this  same  meeting  of  delegates 
was  got  up. 

First,  sir,  a paper  was  cireulated  for  signature,  purporting  to 
be  a call  for  all  those  approving  the  conduct  of  the  president, 
to  meet  in  general  county  meeting,  and  express  tlieir  views 
and  sentiments.  But  wheu  this  paper  was  passed  round,  so 
many  of  the  former  supporters  of  the  president  refused  to  sign 
it,  that  it  became  obvious  such  a meeting  must  be  an  entire 
faHure,  and  expose  their  impotent  attempt  to  scorn  and  deri- 
aioa.  The  plan  of  operations  was  then  changed.  Circulars 
were  sent  round  to  the  faithful,  in  the  respective  hundreds,  to 
call  a meeting  in  each  hundred,  and  send  five  delegates  from 
each  to  a county  convention,  to  express  tJieir  opinions  about  the 
present  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  country. 

The  Jackson  party,  sir,  have  hitherto  polled  something  up- 
wards of  1,600  votes  in  that  county.  But  with  all  this  effort 
to  parade  and  organize  their  force,  these  primary  meetings 
were  miserable  failures.  In  the  two  southern  hundreds  of  the 
county,  containing  about  600  voters,  and  where  the  strength 
of  parties  was  nearly  equal,  but  25  persons  attended  these 
calls,  as  I have  been  informed  by  most  respectable  authority. 
And  even  in  the  city  of  Wilmington,  with  all  the  advantage  of 
a night  meeting  and  drumming  up  for  tlieir  forces,  they  could 
bring  but  about  forty  or  fifty  to  rally  round  their  standard.  And 
these  delegates,  thus  appointed  by  a handful  of  the  people 
of  the  county;  nearly,  if  not  quite  one-half  of  them  too,  old, 
thorough,  uncompromising,  proscriptive  federalists,  have  un- 
dertaken to  express  “the  views  and  opinions  of  the  democracy 
«f  New  Castle  county.” 

Sir,  if  they  had  professed  to  express,  what  their  proceedings 
do  express,  the  sentiments  of  the  Jacksonism  of  the  county,  I 
should  not  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  trespass  upon  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  senale,  in  endeavoring  to  expose  the  pre- 
tences by  which  they  are  attempting  to  practise  upon  their  fel- 
low citizens. 

Mr.  President,  I have  been  a citizen  of  New  Castle  county 
more  than  fiileen  years.  I was  brought  up  in  the  school  of 
democracy.  I have  been  honored  with  the  confidence  and  sup- 
port of  that  portion  of  my  fellow  citizens,  in  days  that  are  past, 
when  the  old  patty  lines  were  strongly  drawn.  1 was  thrice 
nominated  by  the  democratic  state  convention  for  a seat  in 
the  other  house  of  congress,  and  received  the  support  of  that 
party  in  opposition  to  that  distinguished  federalist,  the  present 
secretary  of  state,  whose  brother  I see  is  now  among  the  chosen 
organs  of  the  “democracy  of  New  Castle  county.” 

Sir, it  is  well  known  that  political  contests  in  the  state,  which 
I have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent  on  this  floor,  were  al- 
ways fought  on  the  old  distinctions  of  democracy  and  federal- 
ism, until  the  year  1827.  Then  the  spirit  of  Jacksonism  swept 
over  our  little  state  and  overturned  our  old  party  divisions;  and 
onr  citizens,  as  they  have  done  every  where  else,  ranged  them- 
selves under  new  banners.  And  now,  sir,  after  they  have  pull- 
ed down  the  good  old  democratic  Hag,  torn  it  in  pieces,  and 
scattered  its  fragments  to  every  wind — after  associating  them- 
selves with  the  most  uncompromising  federalists  within  the 
slate — with  one  half  of  this  very  meeting,  made  up  of  the  bit- 
terest of  the  opponents  of  democracy — men  who  had  spent 
their  political  lives  in  reviling  it,  and  the  great  founder  of  the 
party,  Mr.  Jefferson;  with  men  among  them,  too,  who  not  long 
since  declared  that  “if  they  thought  they  had  one  drop  of  de- 
mocratic blood  in  their  vi-ir.s,  they  would  have  it  out  at  the  risk 
of  life” — such  men,  Mr.  President,  so  elected,  and  so  constiiu- 
ed,  are  talking  about  “the  views  and  opinions  of  the  democracy 
of  New  Castle  county!!!” 

What  do  such  men  know  of  democracy.’  They  have  always  re- 
presented democracy  as  the  o{hnions  of  disorganizers  and  jaco- 
bines;  as  a political  heresy,  most  dangerous  to  the  stalnliiv 
of  the  government  and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  Some  of  ; 
these  were  the  black  cockade  men  of  ’99,  the  advocates  of 
alien  and  sedilion  laws,  and  all  the  other  abuses  of  power  which 
thrust  the  old  federal  parly  from  office.  These  have  alwavs 
been  high  prerogative  men;  upholders  of  the  execiiiive  in  all 
assumptions  of  pt)wer;  stern  opposers  of  all  reform  of  abuses  in 
the  government:  and  yet,  sir,  these  nrejj  prelend  to  talk  about 
A<llie  views  and  opinions  of  democracy!” 


to 

[After  some  other  remarks,  which  do  not  seem  necessary 
our  present  purposes,  Mr.  Naudain  concluded  as  follows:] 

1 again  repeat,  sir,  that  if  this  meeting  had  professed  merely 
to  represent  the  views  and  opinions  ol  the  Jackson  party  of 
New  Castle,  I should  not  have  trespassed  upon  the  lime  of  lha 
senate.  But  when  such  men  have  professed  to  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  good  old  democracy  of  New  Casile,  I 
felt  that  the  duty  I owed  to  that  parly  with  whom  it  was  al- 
ways my  pride  and  pleasure  to  act,  compelled  me  to  break 
that  silence  1 have  hitherto  imposed  ui)on  myself  since  1 hava 
had  the  honor  to  be  a member  of  this  body. 

Ilemarks  by  the  editor. 

Any  statement  made  by  Sir.  JVauduin  needs  not  my 
endorsement;  but  as  my  much  valued  friend  alludes  to, 
or  speaks  of,  things  with  which  1 am  well  acquainted, 
an  opportunity  is  presented  to  make  a few  remarks  on 
the  use  of  the  old  terms  “democrats”  and  “fetleralists” — 
the  former  beintj  applied  by  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration to  themselves,  and  the  latter  to  their  iiolitical  op- 
ponents. 

In  early  life,  soon  in  1797,  when  I [the  editor  of  the 
Registek]  was  less  than  20years  old,  to  1805,  when  I re- 
moved to  Baltimore,  it  was  my  fortune  to  have  had  much 
to  do  in  the  politics  of  Delaware,  and  to  hold  a personal 
acquaintance  with  nearly  every  prominent  “democrat” 
in  that  state.  The  present  senator  A'uiitlain  was  then 
rather  young  to  enter  the  arena — but  several  of  his  fa- 
mily were  among  the  most  faithful  and  zealous  disciples 
of  what  is  now  called  the  “school  of  98,”  whose  foot- 
steps I know  that  he  followed  from  the  time  when  he 
reached  his  majority  to  the  year  1827,  or  until  new  or- 
ganizations of  parlies  took  place  in  Delaware,  and  the 
old  democrats  and  old  federalists — divided  amongst  them- 
selves, were  mixed  together,  w ithout  reference  to  former 
opinions. 

I neither  claim  a particular  merit  for  having  belonged  to 
the  “school”  just  named — nor  will  admit  it  as  a demerit 
in  others  who  resisted  the  doctrines  taught  in  it — for  expe- 
rience, aided  by  reflection,  has  long  since  convinced  me, 
that  great  mistakes  were  committed  on  both  sides — and 
that  the  principle  which  influenced  the  great  body  of 
either  party  w as  patriotic,  and  not  so  discordant  as  the 
leading  men  of  both  induced  their  respective  parties  to 
believe — that  the  people  might  be  kept  separated:  which, 
perhaps,  is  well  in  many  cases,  as  being  auxiliary  to  a 
wise  and  just  administration  of  their  affairs,  “vigilance 
being  the  condition  on  which  liberty  is  granted.”  But 
the  old  party  names  were  kept  up  in  Delaware,  and  in 
Maryland,  long  after  they  had  ceased  to  have  a distinc- 
tive meaning,  unless  as  to  what  men  hati  been. 

The  present  use  of  the  old  terms,  by  the  friends  of  the 
present  administration,  however,  is  well  calculated  to 
make  me  smile.  In  the  hats  of  the  present  secretaries 
of  state,  treasury  and  war,*  I am  nearly  certain  that  I 
have  many  times  seen  the  “black  cockade”  of  old  “fed- 
eralism,” though  one  of  them,  at  the  time  of  wearing  it, 
had  hardly  arrived  at  manhood;  and  have  long  since  un- 
derstood that  the  head  of  another  of  the  great  department.s, 
at  'Washington,  also  wore  the  said  party  emblem.  And, 
to  call  these  distinguished  gentlemen  “democrats,”  and 
such  men  as  Henry  Clay,  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Samuel 
Bell  ami  jlrnold  J\'andain,  and  other  senators,  “fed- 
eralists,” is  the  “cap-sheaf”  of  political  injustice  or  po- 
litical folly.  And  in  Pennsylvania,  that  great  “demo- 
cratic” state,  ^Ir.  IVilkins,  one  of  her  senators,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan,  late  minister  to  Russia,  though  decided  and 
leading  federalists,  when  federalism  meant  something, 
are  rewarded  “democrats” — while  such  stauncli  old  de- 
mocrats as  .Tonathan  Roberts  and  Abner  Lacock,  formerly 
senators  from  that  state,  are  proscribed  “federalists.”  I 
might  easily  run  over,  an  hundred  cases  of  tlie  same 
kind,  but  the  labor  would  l>e  altogether  useless.  I shall 
return  to  Delaware,  and  state  a circumstance,  once  men- 
tioned before,  which  may  throw  some  light  on  Mr.  JVau- 
dain's  remarks. 

I w as  thejtinior  member  of  the  first  democratic 

meeting,  or  “caucus,”  that,  as  I believe,  was  ever  held 
in  Delaware,  with  a general  view'  to  an  organization  of 

*Mes.«rs.  Me  Lane  ami  Taney  are.  well  known  as  liavnig  been 
rt'i:p(;ciively,  tlie  leaders  of  the  federal  party,  in  tin  ir  own 
!-iaies;  and  Mr.  Cass  is  lire  son  ofinaj.  Cass,  wiin  superintciitjed 
the  rccruitini;  service  for  the  “provision  ratinst  army,”  as  wc 
“democrats”  used  to  tall  it,  at  Wilmington,  Del.  for  a consi- 
derable time. 
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the  party;  and,  until  I left  the  state,  had  the  7io?ior  of  being 
assailed  as  one  of  five  persons  whom  the  “federalists” 
called  the  “caucus  junto” — myself  being,  for  some 
years  past,  the  only  survivor.  The  meeting  above  allud- 
ed to  consisted  of  sixty  or  seventy  iiersoiis — and  1 often 
laugh  at  a recollection  of  the  secrecy  with  which  it  was 
convened,  and  at  the  difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining 
a chairman  and  secretary,  willing  that  their  names  should 
go  before  the  people— for  the  majority  and  the  power  of  the 
state  was  against  us,  and  many  were  loath  to  take  a front 
rank  in  the  opposition  proposed,  but  which  was  soon  ren- 
dered successful  in  the  elections  of  col.  Hall,  of  the  re- 
volutionary army,  as  governor  of  the  state,  and  of  Mr. 
C.  Jl.  Rodney,  as  its  representative  in  congress,  in  the 
place  of  his  beloved  personal  friend,  that  eminent  man, 
the  late  Mr.  Bayard--?Ln{.\  these  named  have  also  passed 
“to  another  and  abetter  world!”  But,  six  members  of 
that  first  regular  democratic  meeting  yet  live — and  five  of 
these  are  not  of  tlie  political  friends  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, and  they  also  ojiposed  the  election  of  gen. 
Jackson  in  1824,  1828  and  1832.  The  sixth  is  a worthy 
old  gentleman,  and  I much  wish  that  he  held  a better  office 
than  he  has  been  favored  with. 

On  what  principle  is  it  that  these  old  names  are  appli- 
ed to  present  parties.?  Is  it  in  the  personal  support  or 
opposition  to  general  Jackson,  as  president  of  the  United 
States.?  Certainly  not!  It  is  believed  that  only  one  of 
his  present  cabinet  was  of  his  original  supporters,  and 
that  one  because  he  was  oftended  at  what  he  thought  Mr. 
Adams'  abandonment  of  “federalism!”  The  vice  presi- 
dent, and  all  the  gentlemen  called  the ‘-Albany  regency,” 
opposed  the  election  of  Madiso7i,  the  “democratic 
candidate,”  in  1812,  and  that  of  gen.  Jackson  in  1824, 
with  all  their  power.  In  the  latter  year,  ^^JMister  Jack- 
son’s pretensions”  were  laughed  at  by  the  “republican 
party”  of  New  York,  of  whose  movements  I had  a near 
view— -being,  by  accident,  present  at  the  extra  session  of 
the  legislature  of  that  state  in  the  year  just  given,  and 
closely  observant  of  all  the  proceedings  and  twistings  had 
in  it,  especially  in  the  senate  of  the  state,  to  fokce  Mr. 
Crawford,  (then  regarded  as  the  bitter  enemy  of  general 
Jackson),  into  the  presidential  chair,  through  the  aid  of 
party  discipline.  And  if  we  look  over  the  names  of  the 
congressional  caucus,  held  Feb.  14,  1824,  what  do  we 
discover.?  Sixty-six  persons  were  present,  and  two 
pro.xies  were  admitted — 'and,  in  this  exclusively  “demo- 
cratic” assembly,  Mr.  Crawford  had  64  votes,  Mr.  Adams 
2,  gen.  Jackson  1,  and  Mr.  Macon  1.  It  is  not  ascertain- 
ed who  threw  away  the  four  votes,  but  undoubted,  I be- 
lieve, that  the  first  rate  “democrats”  of  the  present  day, 
such  as  Mr.  Vaii  Buren,  secretary  of  state,  minister  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States — Mr.  Cambreleng,oi 
the  house  of  representatives — Mr.  Chandler,  collector  at 
Portland — Mr.  Dickerson,  late  senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  recently  appointed  minister  to  Russia — Mr. 
Lowrie,  secretary  of  the  senate — Mr.  Smith,  late  senator 
from  Maryland — Mr.  Lloyd,  ditto,  and  late  “Jackson” 
candidate  for  governor  of  the  state* — Mr.  P.  Barbour, 
now  district  judge  in  Virginia — Mr.  Rives,  late  minister 
to  France — Mr.  Stevenson,  late  speaker,  and  recently  no- 
minated minister  to  England — Mr.  Forsyth,  present  se- 
nator— Mr.  Sa^mders,  commissioner  under  the  treaty 
with  France' — Mr.  Thompson,  Indian  agent,  all  voted 
against  gen.  Jackson,  and  supported  Mr  Crawford  as  the 
“democratic”  candidate. f 


On  the  other  hand,  Riciiaku  M.  Johnson,  John  II. 
E.vroN,  Geoiige  Khlmeu,  Sa.muel  Houston,  Joel  R. 
Poinsett,  I.  C.  Isaacs,  and  others,  on  belialf  of  their 
slates,  denounced  the  call  of  the  caucus  as  “in<*xpedient,” 
8cc.  and,  of  the  216  “democratic”  niemhers  then  in  con- 
gress, only  68  appeared  in,  or  siijijiorled  its  proceedings 
— as  may  be  found  fully  recorded  in  the  volumes  of  this 
work,  especially  the  2.5th  and  26th. 

And  how  stood  the  case  in  “democratic”  Virginia,  at 
that  time.?  Not  one  member  of  the  “Richmond  junto” 
was  the  friend  of  gen.  Jackson.  Nay,  they  all  abused 
him,  or  treated  his  claims  to  the  presidency  with  utter 
contempt;  and  at  the  election  about  three  times  as  many 
votes  were  given  to  Mr.  Crawford  as  were  given  to 
the  general,  who  received  considerably  less  than  Mr. 
Adams!  And  even  in  1828,  it  is  well  known  that  gene- 
ral Jackson  was  taken  up  with  great  reluctance,  “as  the 
alternative,  not  the  choice  of  Virginia."  Was  it  “feder- 
alism” that  caused  this  reluctance?  But  what'is  the  state 
of  things  now  ? If  all  are  “democrats”  who  support,  and 
“lederalists”  who  oppose,  the  present  adminstration, 
surely  Virginia  has  become  ^ federal  state — and  so  have 
several  others  that  had  a high  rank  in  democracy!  Nay, 
even  a majority  of  the  representatives  in  congress  from 
“democratic”  Pennsylvania,  are  federalists. 

We  refer  to  these  facts  on  account  of  the  abuse  of  the 
political  terms  mentioned.  The  inconsistency  and  folly 
of  them  is  manifest.  Any  party  may  elect  a name  for 
itself — but,  in  some  cases,  it  may  be  illiberal,  if  not  un- 
just, to  give  a name  to  its  opponent. 

On  points  of  principle  the  “democratic”  party  does 
not  agree — as  the  following  comparisons  will  shew: 

From  the  Richmond  JFhig. 

With  a view  of  cminteraclinK  the  effects  of  his  letter  in  1817, 
the  friends  of  general  Jackson  liave  hunted  up  a letter  of  his  in 
1801,  addressed  to  Dr.  Dickson,  then  a candidate  for  congress, 
in  the  state  of  Tennessee:  Let  us  place  his  doctrines,  side  by 
side: 

In  1801.  In  1817. 

“Believing,  as  I do,  that  any  “In  every  selection, 
citizen,  w'ho  does  obtain  the  and  party  feelings  slionld  be 
suffrage  of  the  freemen  of  Ten-  avoided.  Now  is  the  time  to 
nessee,  must  be  a character,  exterminate  that  monster,  cal- 
the  composition  ofwhich  is  Dir-  led  paity  spirit.  Only  seleet- 
tue,  talents,  and  the  TRUE  ing  characters  most  conspicu- 
WHI6  PRINCIPLES  OF  ous  for  their  probity,  virtue,  ca- 
SEVENTY-SIX:  in  short,  sir,  parity  and  firmness,  WITH- 
that  he  must  be  a repuhlican,  OUT  ANY  REGARD  to  PAR- 
and  in  politics,  like  Casar^s  TY,  &c.” 
vnfe,  not  only  chaste,  but  UN-  [Letter  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

SUSPECTED.” 

And  the  Hartford  “Independent  Press”  gives  us  the 


following: 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer. 

We  contend  that  the  custody 
and  control  of  the  public  mo- 
ney, not  appropriated  by  law, 
are  by  the  constitution  placed 
under  the  order  and  direclionof 
congress;  and  that  they  may  in- 
trust its  custody  to  other  agen- 
cy than  the  executive  depart- 
ment; and  that  they  may  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  execu- 
tive the  custody  of  it,  without 
an  assumption  of  executive 
power. 

Like  cases  might  be  multi 
time  was,  when  it  required  i 


Fromthe  Cincinnati  Advertiser. 

Can  he  believe  that  any  man 
of  common  sense,  who  has  stu- 
died the  constitution  and  the 
duties  of  that  executive  officer 
created  by  it,  will  contend  that 
the  custody  of  the  public  pro- 
perty, whether  public  money, 
public  ships,  public  timber, pub- 
lic iron,  lead  or  any  other  spe- 
cies of  properly,  is  not  vested 
in  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  chief  executive  offi- 
cer created  by  the  constitution 
for  that,  among  other  purposes, 
[jlied  without  number.  Tlie 
10  spirit  of  prophecy  to  fore- 


♦Deceased  since  this  article  was  prepared. 

|I  shall  add  the  names  of  all  those  who  attended  the  caucus 
of  1824 — several  more  of  whom  may  have  been  “rewarded,”  as 
friends  of  general  Jackson,  than  I can  call  up  to  recollection.'  A 
place  was  given  to  Mr.  Markley,  in  the  custom  house  at  Phila- 
delphia, but  it  was  taken  from  him.  A considerable  number 
are  deceased — three  are  still  members  of  congress,  Messrs.  Bar- 
ber, of  Con.  Archer,  ofVa.  and  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Of  the  pre- 
sent political  feelings  of  others,  I only  know  that  Messrs. 
Holmes,  of  Me.  J.  Barbour  and  Floyd,  of  Va.  and  Ruggles,  of 
O.  are  opposed  to  the  administration — but  there  may  be  others. 

List  of  the  congressional  caucus,  held  in  the  hall  or  the  house 
of  representatives  at  Washington,  February  14,  1824— in  addi- 
tion to  which  Mr.  Ball  of  Va.  and  Mr.  Tatnall,  of  Georgia,  voted 
by  proxy: 

John  Chandler,  John  Holmes,  of  Maine;  James  Lanman, 
Noyes  Barber,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  of  Connecticut;  Samuel 
Eddy,  of  Rhode  Island;  Martin  Van  Buren,  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 
Lot  Clark,  Ela  Collins,  Rowland  Day,  Justin  Dwinell,  Lewis 
Eaton,  Charles  A.  Foote,  Joel  Frost,  John  Herkimer,  James  L. 


Hogeboom,  Lemuel  Jenkins,  Elisha  Litchfield,  John  Richards, 
Jacob  Tyson,  Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  of  New  York;  Mahlon  Dicker- 
son.  of  New  Jersey;  Walter  Lowrie,  Walter  Forward,  Philip 
S.  Markley,  of  Pennsylvania;  Samuel  Smith,  Edward  Lloyd, 
William  Hayward,  jun.  of  Maryland;  James  Barbour,  Mark 
Alexander,  William  S.  Archer,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Burwell  Bas- 
set, John  Floyd,  Jabez  Leftwich,  William  C.  Rives,  William 
McCoy,  Arthur  Smith,  William  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  An- 
drew Stevenson,  George  Tucker,  of  Virginia;  Jared  Williams, 
H.  G.  Burton,  W.  N.  Edwards,  Alfred  M.  Gatlin,  Thomas  H. 
Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long,  Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Rich- 
ard D.  Spaight,  Lewis  Williams,  of  N.  Carolina;  Joseph  Gist, 
John  Wilson,  of  South  Carolina;  John  Elliott,  Nicholas  Ware, 
Joel  Abbott,  George  Cary,  Thomas  W.  Cobb,  Alfred  Culhbert, 
John  Forsyth,  Wiley  Thompson,  of  Georgia;  Benjamin  Ruggles, 
of  Ohio;  Jas.  Noble,  of  Indiana;  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  members  of  congress  at  the  time  of  holding  this 
caucus,  but  neither  could  have  entered  it,  ff  so  disposed,  being 
then  regarded  “federalists.” 
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see,  that,  if  members  of  congress  were  a[)pointed  to  office, 
“corruption  would  become  the  order  of  the  day;”  and 
■when  the  interference  of  public  officers  at  elections,  w as 
as  the  “unpardonable  sin”  against  the  people,  btc. 

And,  exactly  “dove-tailing”  with  the  tlioughts  of  my 
heart,  wlien  first  reading  Mr.  J\''aiulain's  remarks,  I 
met  with  the  following,  from  the  “democratic”  pen  ot 
Mr.  Ritchie,  republished  in  the  “Richmond  \\  hig”  ot 
the  30th  ult. 

REMINISCENCES. 

An  unknown  friend  lias  traiismiued  a wlioJe  column,  cut 
from  the  Enquirer  of  May  18ih,  1824,  just  ten  years  auo,  with 
an  implied  request  for  iis  republicaiioii.  Haviii!;  a little  extra 
room  from  the  failure  of  the  mails,  and  as  old  newspapers  are 
sometimes  more  amusing  than  new  ones,  we  comply  by  insert- 
ing the  whole. 

Messrs.  Lowrie  and  Jackson.* 

“If  there  were  a man  in  this  nation,  who  would  not  ‘turn  on 
his  heel  to  save  his  life,’  we  supposed  gen.  Jackson  was  that 
man.  Fiery,  we  knew  him  to  be — impetuous,  domineering,  un- 
governable, he  has  long  appeared  to  us — but  withal,  bold,  inde- 
pendent, direct  in  all  his  courses;  one  who ‘would  noi  flatter 
Neptune  for  his  trident.’  What  then  is  our  astonishment,  to 
see  him  resorting  to  the  shifting,  temporising,  quibbling  and 
equivocating  expedients  which  he  has  recently  pursued!  VVe 
are  deeply  disappointed  in  his  course — and  we  are  deeply  mis- 
taken in  the  man. 

“Had  gen.  Jackson  been  the  man  that  we  supposed,  what 
course  would  he  have  taken,  when  the  report  about  his  letters 
first  broke  out  in  Pennsylvania?  He  might  have  looked  down 
with  scorn  upon  those  reports.  He  might  have  acted  with  the 
manly  independence  of  VVilliam  H.  Crawford,  and  left  his  ene- 
mies to  work  out  their  worst  against  him.  He  might  have  kept 
himself  aloof  from  the  presidential  election:  and  left  it  to  the 
people  to  select  the  man,  whom  tliey  deemed  best  calculated  to 
fill  their  own  high  office.  Or,  if  he  chose  to  mingle  in  the  strife; 
if  he  thought  it  expedient  to  notice  the  reports  which  were  cir- 
culated about  him,  he  would  have  come  out  with  no  partial 
statements,  but  with  the  whole  truth.  He  would  have  divulg- 
ed every  thing;  faced  every  consequence;  defied  every  enemy. 
Did  he  take  this  course?  He  authorised  an  editor  of  Philadel- 
phia to  deny  that  his  letter  contained  a recommendation  to  the 
president  to  bring  into  his  cabinet  two  federals  and  two  repub- 
licans. Why  did  he  not  go  farther?  When  he  knew  the  sub- 
stantial charge  against  him  in  Pennsylvania  was,  that  he  was 
disposed  to  employ  the  federalists,  and  that  he  was  not  that 
sound  “detitocrat”  which  he  had  been  cried  up  to  be,  why  did 
he  suppress  that  portion  of  his  letter  which,  he  must  have  seen, 
would  have  supported  the  charge?  Why  not  boldly  come  out, 
and  announce  to  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania:  1 did  not  advise 
the  cabinet  to  be  equally  poised.  I did  not  wish  to  see  two  fe- 
deralists and  two  republicans  in  power — so  far,  the  report  is  not 
strictly  correct:  but  I did  not  advise  your  president  to  amalga- 
mate the  parties,  and  select  his  officers  ‘without  regard  to  par- 
ty?’ Why  did  he  shrink  from  this  frank  and  manly  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding? 

“When  recently  he  found  that  Mr.  Lowrie  was  tearing  away 
the  veil  which  covered  his  correspondence — that  the  public 
voice  began  loudly  to  call  for  the  original  papers,  why  does  gen. 
Jackson  design  to  quibble  about  it — to  shelter  himself  under 
miserable  forms,  and  overlook  the  very  essence  of  things?  Was 
litis  the  course  which  became  gen.  Jackson?  the  man,  whom  a 
grateful  country  had  hailed  a^;  the  first  of  her  heroes?  Was  this 
consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  man,  who  boasts  that  he  has 
‘no  disposition  either  to  disguise  or  to  suppress  his  sentiments’ — 
that  his  ‘opinions  and  sentiments,  such  as  they  have  been  spo- 
ken or  written  at  any  time,  each  and  every  one  are  at  all  times 
welcome  to?’ 

“It  may  be  yet  necessary  for  the  people  to  avail  themselves 
farther  of  his  frankness.  Perhaps  they  may  desire  to  seethe 
presidential  bureau  ransacked  for  farther  dispatches  from  gen. 
Jackson.  In  this  way  they  may  have  a better  insight  into  his 
temper— of  his  political  principles  they  cannot  ask  for  more. 
He  has  given  us  his  own  credit:  and  if  the  democrats  of  Penn- 
sylvania like  it,  why  let  them  take  it  with  its  author  into  their 
afiTcctions. 

“As  to  Mr.  Lowrie,  he  had  fearful  odds  to  encounter.  His 
veracity  was  attacked— and  he  had  at  once  to  contend  with  the 
declarations  of  the  president,  of  gen.  Jackson,  and  of  his  own 
colleague.  The  facts  have  at  last  come  out;  and  they  mainly 
suppoit  his  jiroposition.  Throughout  the  whole  of  this  myste- 
rious and  complicated  affair,  he  has  conducted'  himself  with  a 
discretion  and  a dignity,  which  command  our  respect.” 

But,  after  all,  we  suppose  that  the  terms  objected  to 
will  still  be  used — ad  captaiulnm;  and  that  persons  who 
would  have  felt  themselves  personally  insulted  if  called 
“democrats”  a few  years  ago,  will  have  no  repugnance 
to  cast  upon  others,  with  scorn,  their  own  late  beloved  ap- 
pellation of  “federalists.”  But,  quant,  svf. 

*The  “Lowrie  affair,”  as  it  was  called,  and  the  correspon- 
dence on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Hay,  Mr.  Kremer,  gen.  Jackson, 
&c.  with  the  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe  referred  to,  may  all  be  found 
in  the  26th  volume  of  the  RErasxER.  A reference  to  it  will 
present  some  curious  facts  to  yatent  “democrats.”  Ed.  Reg. 


THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  June  10. 

In  the  senate,  yesterday,  .Mr.  Ewing  (of  Ohio)  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  po>l  office,  made  the  long  looked  lor  report  on  the 
affairs  of  that  e.-^tablishmeiit.  It  was  read  at  the  secretary’s 
table,  and  the  reading  of  it,  which  we  listened  to  w’ith  great  at- 
tention, occupied  more  than  two  hours. 

Of  a document  of  such  great  length,  we  shall  not  venture  to 
give,  from  the  mere  heaiine,  any  thing  like  an  analysis.  De- 
ferring the  full  satisfaction  ul  our  readers  in  this  particular,  until 
we  can  publish  the  report  at  large,  (which  shall  be  as  soon  as 
practicable),  we  must  content  ourselves,  for  to-day,  with  an  at- 
tempt to  sketch  its  general  complexion. 

The  report  sets  out  with  staling,  as  the  result  of  the  investi- 
gations by  the  committee,  that  the  department  is  largely  insol- 
vent. In  addition  to  which,  the  committee  report  that  the  post- 
master general  has,  from  time  to  lime,  borrowed  large  sums  of 
money  for  the  use  of  the  post  office,  without  any  auihorilv  of 
law.  Some  of  these  loans,  it  is  stated,  were  made  during'ihe 
last  session  of  congress,  at  the  commencement  of  which  the 
postmaster  general  had  reported  the  department  to  be  in  pos- 
session of  a considerable  surplus  of  funds.  The  report  goes  on 
to  state  the  debts  and  credits  of  the  department,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  ascerlained,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  general  post 
office  is  insolvent  by  eight  hundred  and  three  tlirousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty- five  dollars  beyond  all  its  resources. 

Comparing  the  expenses  of  the  post  office  establishment  for 
four  years  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  present  adini- 
nislraiion,  w’ilh  the  four  years  following  them,  it  is  stated  by  the 
committee  that  the  expense  of  the  last  four  years  exceeded  that 
of  the  preceding  four  years,  by  three  millions  three  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars.  Within  the  last  term  of  four 
years,  it  is  true,  some  few  mail  routes  have  been  established; 
but  their  aggregate  expense  bears  but  a very  small  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  excess  thus  ascerlained.  This  excess  of 
expenditure,  and  consequent  insolvency  of  the  post  office,  is 
mainly  attributed  to  mal-adminislratioii  and  favoritism  in  the 
making  of  contracts  and  extra  allowances,  of  which  the  report 
goes  on  to  .spread  out  in  detail  a number  of  particular  cases,  as 
a sample  of  the  whole. 

The  report  declares  the  reports,  statements,  and  estimates  of 
the  officers  of  tha  post  office  to  be  so  erroneous  and  defective 
as  little  to  be  relied  upon:  so  little,  that  unfavorable  as  arc  the 
conclusions  which  the  committee  arrives  at,  it  is  more  probable 
that  they  fall  far  short  of,  rather  than  exceed  the  reality.  In 
proof  of  which,  among  other  circumstances,  it  is  slated  that  in 
the  number  of  miles  in  a year  travelled  by  the  mails,  as  detailed 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  there  is,  by  ac- 
curate computation,  error  to  the  amount  of  no  less  than  seven 
millions  two  hundred  thousand  miles.  The  report  points  out 
also  many  discrepancies  between  the  statements  in  the  Blue 
Book  (thus  designatins  the  biennial  report  of  official  expenses 
made  to  congress),  and  official  and  other  statements,  as  to  the 
amounts  of  contracts,  extra  allowances  and  contingent  expen- 
ses, showing  great  inaccuracy  and  confusion  in  the  accounts 
and  administration  of  the  department. 

The  report  also  condemns  the  practice,  which  is  proved  to 
have  prevailed,  of  pledging  the  department  for  loans  obtained 
by  contractors,  and  in  turn  making  use  of  the  names  of  con- 
tractors to  obtain  money  for.the  use  of  the  department.  In  con- 
nection w'ith  which,  the  committee  allude  to  certain  money 
transactions  between  contractors  and  individuals  in  office  in 
the  department,  which  have  come  out  in  evidence  before  the 
committee,  and  which  they  particularise,  but  submit  without 
comment  to  the  senate. 

The  contingent  expenditures  of  the  department,  the  allow- 
ances of  money  to  travelling  agents,  the  payment  of  money  to 
printers  in  various  shapes,  the  employment  of  printers  as  con- 
tractors, &c.  and  other  matters  which  “bring  the  patronage  of 
the  government  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  election,”  are 
handled  with  great  force  and  some  severity  by  the  committee: 
and  the  report  ends  w'ith  a series  of  resolutions  declaratory  of 
errors,  abuses  and  defects,  mostly  imputable  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  post  office,  hut  in  part  also  inherent  in  the  system 
itself,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  have  increased, 
are  increasing,  and  ought  to  he  diminished. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  will  be  allowed  on  all  hands,  when  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  comes  to  be  read,  that  it  affords  in  itself 
the  best  explanation  of  the  term,  “a  searching  operation  in  the 
government”  that  has  yet  been  made. 

We  add,  in  fairness,  from  an  exposition  in  the  “Globe,”  some 
paragraphs  having  a direct  reference  to  the  facts  staled  in  the 
preceding.  The  parts  which  relate  to  individuals  named,  a.s 
none  are  so  given  in  the  article  taken  from  the  “National  Intel- 
ligencer” are,  of  course,  omitted. 

This  report  [the  counter  report  of  Messrs.  Grundy  and  Robin- 
son] accounts  satisfactorily  for  the  deficit  in  the  finances  of  the 
department.  It  shows  that  the  yearly  income  was  deficient 
before  the  present  incumbent  came  into  office — that  a diminu- 
tion of  its  funds  had  commenced  more  than  a year  before — and 
that  they  had  declined,  at  the  time  of  his  taken  possession  of 
the  department,  about  $100,000;  and  that  the  falling  off' continu- 
ed from  its  beginning,  in  1827,  or  early  in  1828,  to  the  close  of  the 
last  year.  It  shows  that  the  debt  of  the  department  beyond 
its  available  means,  is  about  $.300,000,  which  debt  rests  on  the 
credit  of  the  department,  and  not  of  the  treasury— that  the  post- 
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master  general,  by  an  illusory  system  whk'h  had  ever  prevailed 
of  accounting  for  the  expenses  of  the  department,  liad  not 
known  its  real  condition  in  lime  to  prevent  the  embarrassment; 
but  so  soon  as  the  cause  was  disclosed,  the  corrective  was  ap- 
plied. It  shows  the  improvements  whicli  the  present  post- 
master general  has  made  in  his  sysieiii  of  accountability,  and 
the  security  of  the  funds  of  the  department. 

It  also  recommends  a more  perfect  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment, by  sub-ofRcers  holding  the  appointment  from  the  execu- 
tive and  senate,  as  in  other  departments;  and  assigns  as  the  rea- 
son why  this  has  not  been  done  at  an  earlier  day,  that  the  de- 
partment was  small  in  its  beginning,  and  that  the  rapidity  of 
its  growth  has  gone  before  the  proper  action  of  congress,  but 
that  action  could  be  no  longer  delayed. 

The  counter  report  of  Messrs.  Grundy  and  Robinson  shows 
satisfactorily,  that  when  a contract  is  made  different  from  what 
has  been  stated  to  congress,  in  the  annual  report  of  contract, 
it  is  occasioned  by  a change  made  in  service  required  subse- 
quent to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal,  and  that  it  is  a differ- 
ence which  the  ancient  practice  of  the  department  was  always 
liable  to  exhibit  and  which  was  often  actually  exhibited  under 
the  former  administration  of  the  department;  but  that  the  pre^> 
sent  postmaster  general  has  recently  corrected  it. 

It  shows  that  under  the  present  administration,  there  is  a sys- 
tem introduced  into  the  department,  of  keeping  books  in  which 
all  the  mail  routes  are  entered  in  numerical  order,  with  the 
number  of  miles  in  the  length  of  each  route,  the  names  of  the 
several  post  offices  on  it,  the  distance  from  one  to  another,  the 
manner  in  which  the  mail  is  transported  on  each  route,  and  the 
number  of  trips  in  a day,  a week  or  a year.  From  these  books, 
the  exact  length  of  post  roads  is  ascertained  to  have  been,  in 
1832,  104,467  miles — in  1833,  it  is  ascertained  to  have  been 
119,916  miles — showing  that  the  law  of  1832,  establishing  new 
post  routes,  added  15,449  miles  to  the  length  of  post  roads,  more 
than  one-seventh  part  of  ail  the  post  roads  in  the  U.  Stales,  prior 
to  that  time.  From  these  books  it  is  also  ascertained,  that  the 
annual  transportation  of  the  mail  in  1832,  was  24,633,330.  This 
is  a little  more  than  what  the  postmaster  general  reported  at 
that  time;  and  the  incorrectness,  of  the  statement  of  the  ma- 
jority, is  clearly  demonstrated. 

[The  other  pans  of  the  exposition  in  the  “Globe”  relate  to 
the  cases  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Brown,  a clerk  in  the  department,  to 
Mr.  Reeside,  a contractor,  and  to  certain  matters  stated  as  to 
the  expenses  for  printing.] 

REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

[presented  by  MR.  CLAY.] 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States — May  2,  1834. 

The  committee  on  the  public  lands,  to  which  was  referred  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  4th  December,  1833,  returning 
with  his  objections,  the  bill  which  had  originated  in  the  se- 
nate, and  had  passed  both  houses  of  congress  at  the  preceding 
session,  entitled  “an  act  to  appropriate,  for  a limited  time,  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  of  the  U.  Slates,  and 
for  granting  land  to  certain  stales;”  and  to  which  has  also  been 
referred  a new  bill,  with  the  same  title,  introduced  into  the 
senate  at  the  present  session  of  congress,  has,  according  to 
order,  had  under  consideration  both  the  subjects  thus  refer- 
red to  it,  and  beg  leave  now  to 

report: 

That  the  committee  has  examined  and  considered  the  message 
of  the  president  with  all  the  respect  and  attention  due  to  a co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  government,  and  being,  after  mature  and 
deliberate  consideration,  unable  to  coincide  with  the  president 
in  all  his  reasoning  and  conclusions,  the  committee  requests  the 
indulgence  of  the  senate  in  submitting  the  views  and  opinions 
which  it  entertains  on  the  several  matters  presented  or  discuss- 
ed by  the  president. 

The  committee,  in  the  first  place,  must  express  its  regret 
that  a bill  which  had  passed  by  the  last  congress  should  have 
been  retained  by  the  president  until  the  commencement  of  the 
present.  By  the  constitution,  the  president  is  invested  with 
power  to  negative  any  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses 
of  congress;  but  this  power,  which  was  conferred  not  so  much 
for  legislative  purposes  as  to  enable  the  executive  branch  of 
government  to  protect  itself against  encroachments  which  might 
possibly  be  attempted  upon  its  lawful  authority,  is  limited  and 
qualified  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution.  Ac- 
cording to  these,  when  the  president  does  negative  a bill,  he 
is  required  to  return  it,  and,  if  it  again  pass  each  house  by  a 
majority  of  two-thirds,  it  becomes  a law,  notwithstanding  the 
president’s  negative.  By  retaining  this  bill,  and  not  return- 
ing it  to  the  congress  which  passed  it,  the  qualified  veto  of  the 
president,  w’as  converted,  in  effect,  into  an  absolute  veto.  Con- 
gress has  lost  all  power  over  the  bill;  the  la.st  congress  having 
ceased  to  exist  cannot  act  upon  it;  and  the  present  congress 
cannot  act  upon  it,  because  it  did  not  pass  it.  By  thus  retaining 
a bill,  its  passage  into  a law  may  be  defeated  by  the  president, 
although  if  he’were  to  return  it  to  the  congress  which  passed  it, 
with  his  objections,  it  might  be  again  passed  by  a constitutional 
majority  of  two-thirds;  and  .such  the  committee  believes  would 
have  been  the  case  if  the  bill  in  question  had  been  returned  by 
the  president  to  the  last  congress. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution,  anticipating  the  possible  at- 
tempts of  a chief  magistrate  to  defeat  the  passage  of  bills  which 
had  passed  both  houses  of  congre.ss,  by  retaining  them  an  inde- 
finite length  of  time,  prescribed  a period  wiiiiin  which  they 
Bliould  be  returned  by  him,  or  become  laws  without  his  approba- 


tion. “If  any  bill,”  (says  the  constitution)  “shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  president  within  ten  days,  (Sundays  excepted),  after  it 
shall  have  beenpresented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a law  in  like 
manner  as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  congress,  by  their  ad- 
journment, prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a 
law.”  If  it  siiould  be  argued  that  the  bill  in  question,  having  been 
presented  to  the  pre.sidenton  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  and  the  ses- 
sion closing  on  the  3d,  congress  had,  by  its  adjournment  pre- 
vented its  return  within  the  period  limited  by  the  constitution, 
two  answers  present  themselves:  1st.  It  was  not  an  adjourn- 
ment but  a dissolution  of  congress.  The  termination  of  the 
alternate,  or,  as  it  is  usually  called,  the  short  session  of  con- 
gress, is  fixed  in  the  constitution.  It  is  the  end  of  the  congress; 
it  is  on  that  day  dissolved.  The  day  never  comes  by  surprise 
or  unexpectedly,  but  is  known  at  the  commencement  of  ihe 
session,  and  through  the  whole  progress  of  it.  It  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  said,  in  the  language  of  the  constitution,  that  congress, 
by  their  adjournment,  prevented  the  return  of  this  bill.  "That 
provision  of  the  constitution  must  be  understood  to  refer  to 
cases  of  adjournment  depending  upon  the  will  of  congress,  and 
to  have  been  designed  to  guard  the  president  against  the  effects 
of  a sudden  and  unforeseen  adjournment  ordered  by  congress 
itself.  A consideration  giving  additional  strength  to  this  ground 
is  derived  from  the  fact  of  a change  of  the  presidential  incum- 
bent. This  bill  was  presented  to  the  president  the  day  before 
the  expiration  of  his  official  term;  and,  constitutionally,  he  had 
no  right  to  communicate  this  message  to  the  senate.  Suppose  he 
had  been  succeeded  by  another,  who  would  have  had  the  right 
to  the  possession  of  the  bill.?  Not  the  old  president,  because  he 
was  out  of  office;  not  the  new,  because  he  was  not  in  office 
when  the  bill  passed;  and  neither  of  them,  therefore,  could 
have  returned  it  to  the  senate,  with  or  without  an  accompany- 
ing message.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  the  day  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son’s final  retirement  from  the  office  of  president,  the  bill  set- 
ting apart  the  bonus  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  for  in- 
ternal improvements  was  presented  to  him.  Although  it  was  a 
highly  important  bill,  involving  a grave  and  much  controverted 
constitutional  question,  short  as  the  time  was  for  a due  consi- 
deration of  it,  he  examined  and  returned  it  with  his  objections, 
probably,  among  other  reasons,  because  he  knew  that  his  suc- 
cessor could  not  act  upon  it. 

2.  This  bill  had  passed  at  a previous  session  of  the  senate, 
(1832-3)  in  the  shape  in  which,  with  one  modification,  it  was 
presented  to  the  president.  Copies  of  the  bill  prior  to  its  pas- 
sage, at  both  sessions,  had  been  laid  before  the  president.  He 
had  treated  the  subject  and  demonstrated  his  possession  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  bill  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion in  December,  1832.  When,  therefore,  the  bill  was  present- 
ed to  him  for  his  approbation  on  the  second  of  March,  1833,  he 
must  have  been  familiar  with  it. 

The  committee,  therefore,  thinks  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  bill  ought  to  have  been  returned  to  the 
last  congress.  By  withholding  it,  the  president  deprived  that 
congress  of  its  constitutional  right,  to  reconsider  the  bill,  and 
determine  whether  it  ought  not  to  pass,  after  giving  due  weight 
to  his  objections. 

Passing  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  the  committee 
thought  it  proper  to  present  in  respect  to  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment, it  will  now  proceed  to  consider  more  particularly  the  spe- 
cific objections  to  the  bill  contained  in  the  president’s  message. 

The  president  “is  fully  sensible  of  the  importance,  as  it  re- 
spects both  the  harmony  and  union  of  the  states,  of  making  as 
soon  as  circumstances  vviil  allow  of  it,  a proper  and  final  dis- 
position of  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  lands.”  This  bill, 
however,  he  thinks  does  not  effect  that  object;  it  contemplates 
an  arrangement  which  is  not  permanent  but  limited  to  five 
years  only;  allows  of  alterations  within  that  time  by  congress; 
and  furnishes  no  adequate  security  against  the  continual  agita- 
tion of  the  subject. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  plan,  other  than  that  of  a 
total  abandonment  and  surrender  of  the  whole  public  domain, 
which  would  preclude  occasional  legislation  by  congress  in  re- 
spect to  it.  Such  a relinquishment  the  president  indeed  unti- 
niately  proposes;  but  the  committee  believes  that  neither  the 
interests  of  the  union  would  be  promoted  by,  nor  are  the  opi- 
nions of  the  people  prepared  for,  a surrender,  immediate  or  re- 
mote, of  the  vast  public  domain  of  the  United  States,  because 
of  any  inconvenience,  real  or  imaginary,  resulting  from  the  oc- 
casional legislation  of  congress.  The  president  objects  to  the 
temporary  character  ofthe  act;  and,  yet  towards  the  close  ofhis 
message,  when  he  appeals  to  the  people  of  the  new  slates,  and 
holds  out  the  prospect  of  a reduction  of  the  price,  he  says:  “It 
is  true  the  bill  reserves  to  congress  the  power  to  reduce  the 
prices,  but  the  effect  of  its  details,  as  now  arranged,  would  pro- 
bably be  for  ever  to  prevent  its  exercise.”  The  committee  is  at 
a loss  to  comprehend  how  congress  should  be  for  ever  re.'^train- 
ed  from  reducing  tlie  price  of  the  public  land.s  by  a temporary 
bill,  the  too  brief  period  of  whose  existence,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  president,  constitutes  a serious  objection  to  its  passage. 
Especially  since,  within  the  short  period  of  five  years  to  which 
it  is  limited,  there  is  an  express  reservation  of  the  right  of  con- 
gress at  any  time  to  reduce  the  price. 

The  bill  proposes,  upon  just  and  equitable  principles,  to  di- 
vide among  the  several  states  the  proceeds  of  a property  com- 
mon to  them  all,  for  a period  of  5 years.  If  its  practical  opera- 
tion shall  he  found  to  realize  the  expectations  which  it  holds 
out,  it  will  be  competent  to  congress  to  continue  it,  from  lime  to 


NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  14,  1834— REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS.  369 


time  with  or  without  the  modifications.  And  it  is  only  upon  the 
presumption  of  its  reconciling  itself,  by  e.xperience,  to  the  pub- 
lic sense  of  justice  and  e.xpediency,  that  the  president,  in  the 
quotation  made  from  his  message  as  to  one  of  its  features,  can 
anticipate  its  permanent  operation. 

The  president  next  proceeds  to  trace  historically  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  the  public  domain.  This  had  been  several 
times  previously  done  by  committees  of  the  senate,  and  particu- 
larly by  a committee  which  reported  the  bill  on  the  16th  day  of 
April,  1832,  that  first  passed  the  senate  for  dividing  among  the 
several  states  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  That  report  ol 
the  committee  comprised  a full  exposition  of  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  public  domain  whether  situated  within  the 
limits  of  the  original  thirteen  states,  or  acquired  by  the  treaties 
of  Louisiana  and  Florida;  and  also  of  the  principles  on  which 
U was  proposed  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  states.  And  as  your  committee  concurs  in  the 
leading  facts  and  principles  in  that  report,  it  begs  leave  to  refer 
to  it,  to  annex,  and  to  make  it  a part  of  this  report,  to  be  pub- 
lished with  it. 

The  senate  will  bear  in  mind  that  mtich  the  most  extensive 
portion  of  the  public  domain  was  acquired  by  treaty.  Over  the 
disposition  of  the  right  of  soil  thus  obtained,  there  is  no  control 
or  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  congress  contained  in  the  trea- 
ties themselves;  and  congress  is  entirely  untrammelled  by  them  as 
to  any  disposition  of  it  which  m.ay  be  deemed  expedient.  But  the 
argument  contained  in  the  message  almost  wholly  excludes  that 
larger  part  of  the  public  domain,  and  is  restricted  to  the  consi 
deration  of  the  powers  of  congress  in  respect  to  that  portion  of 
it  which  is  contained  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  United 
States. 

After  having  deduced  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  that 
part  of  the  public  lands  which  seems  principally  to  have  engaged 
the  president’s  attention,  from  the  deeds  of  cession  and  other 
public  acts  and  documents,  the  message  conres  to  three  con- 
clusions: 

“1.  That  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  the 
confederation  of  the  United  States  was  originally  based,  was, 
that  the  waste  land  of  the  west  within  their  limits  should  be 
the  common  property  of  the  United  States. 

“2.  That  those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
states  which  claimed  them,  and  the  cessions  were  accepted,  on 
the  express  condition  that  they  should  be  disposed  of  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  states,  according  to  their  respective  pro- 
portions in  the  gcneial  charge  and  expenditure,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatsoever. 

“3.  That,  in  execution  of  these  solemn  compacts,  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  did,  under  the  confederation,  proceed 
to  sell  these  lands,  and  put  the  avails  into  the  common  treasu- 
ry; and,  under  the  new  constitution,  did  repeatedly  pledge  them 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  by  which 
pledge  each  state  w’as  expected  to  profit  in  proportion  to  the 
general  charge  to  be  made  upon  it  for  that  object. 

“These  are  the  fir«t  principles  of  this  whole  subject,  which, 
I think,  cannot  be  contested  by  any  one  who  examines  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  revolutionary  congress,  the  cessions  of  the  se- 
veral states,  and  the  acts  of  congress  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion. Keeping  them  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind,  let  us 
proceed  to  examine  how  far  the  objects  of  the  cessions  have 
been  completed,  and  see  whether  those  compacts  are  not  still 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States. 

“The  debt  for  which  these  lands  were  pledged  by  congress 
may  be  considered  as  paid,  and  they  are  consequently  released 
from  that  lien.” 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  waste  land  oflhe  west  was  an  ob- 
ject of  great  interest  and  solicitude  with  several  of  the  states, 
and  especially  the  state  of  Maryland,  during  the  revolutionary 
struggle;  that  they  contended  that  what  might  be  won  by  com- 
mon sufferings,  sacrifices  and  exertions,  ought  to  be  common 
property,  and  that  the  states  within  whose  limits  those  lands 
were  situated,  yielding  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  justice,  and 
actuated  by  a noble  spirit  of  union  and  harmony,  finally  made 
the  various  cessions  which  have  been  referred  to  by  the  message. 
These  cessions  constituted  the  United  States  a trustee  for  the 
whole  of  them  in  the  management  and  disposal  of  the  common 
property.  It  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a sacred  and  inviolable 
trust;  and  all  the  considerations  growing  out  of  these  lands, 
which  threatened  to  distract  the  councils,  and  to  paralyze  the 
efforts  of  the  original  states,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  war  of  in- 
dependence, ought  still  to  be  allowed  to  have  their  full  force  in 
dissuading  congress  from  making  any  alienation  of  this  common 
properly  which  will  not  do  justice  to  every  member  of  the  union. 

The  committee,  therefore,  concurs  entirely  with  the  message 
in  the  position  that  these  lands  were  ceded,  and  that  the  ces- 
sions were  accepted,  on  the  condition  that  they  should  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  states,  according  to  their 
respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expenditure, 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever.  It  also  agrees  with  the 
message  that,  both  under  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  and 
under  the  present  constitution,  the  avails  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  have  generally  gone  into  the  public 
treasury;  that  they  have  been  pledsed  to  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt;  and  that  the  public  debt  may  be  considered  as  now 
paid,  and  the  lands  consequently  liberated  from  the  lien. 

But  the  committee  cannot  agree  with  the  message  that  the 
power  of  congress  over  all  the  public  lands  remains  under  the 
present  constitution  exactly  the  same  as  it  was  under  the  arti- 
cles of  confederation.  As  to  those  which  liave  been  acquired 


by  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  the  authority  of  congress  to  dis- 
pose of  them  is  unaffected  by  the  article.s  of  confederation,  nr 
the  deeds  of  cession,  and  depends  upon  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  constitution.  And  as  to  the  residue,  the 
states  that  executed  the  deeds  of  cession  being  also  parties  to 
the  constitution,  and  having  adopted  it  as  separate  and  distinct 
cominumties,  were  competent  to  extend  the  powers  of  cotigress, 
the  coninion  tru.<tee  for  all  the  states,  over  the  trust  properly 
which  had  been  previously  conveyed,  if  they  thought  proper. 

By  the  articles  of  cunlederatioii,  contributions  were  made 
by  the  several  states  of  specific  sums,  apportioned  among  them 
to  the  purposes  of  the  ueneral  government.  And  the  danse,  in 
several  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  which  provides  that  the  ceded 
lands  shall  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  states  composing 
the  union,  according  lo  their  umal  resyeclive  yroyortions  in  the 
general  charge  and  cxyenditure,  clearly  refers  to  those  contribu- 
tions which  lurnished  a disiinel  and  intelligible  rule  by  which 
the  proportion  of  each  state  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture could  be  ascertained.  By  the  new  government,  contribu- 
tions were  no  longer  to  be  made  by  the  states;  but  the  ireasurj 
was  lo  be  supplied  by  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  levied  upork 
the  mass  of  the  community.  The  taxes  which  have  been  ac- 
cordingly levied,  have  been  chiefly  upon  consumption;  so  that 
it  is  impracticable  to  ascertain  what  amount  is  now  in  fact  con- 
tributed by  the  people  of  each  slate  towards  the  expenditure  of 
the  general  government.  And  as  the  amount  of  contributions 
cannot  be  ascertained,  it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  each  of 
the  states  composing  the  union  does  derive  benefit  from  the 
public  lands  in  proportion  to  its  charge  in  the  general  expend^ 
lure.  And  it  is  far  from  being  certain  that,  in  the  actual  appro- 
priation which  has  been  made  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands,  there  has  not  been  a constant  departure  from  the  rule 
prescribed  in  the  deeds  of  cession. 

There  may  be  ground  for  diflerence  of  opinion  whether  the 
change  of  government  in  the  particular  which  has  been  noticed, 
induced  the  framers  of  the  constitution  lo  enlarge  the  power  of 
congress,  and  whetlier  they  have,  in  fact,  enlarged  it  over  the 
public  lands  which  had  been  previously  ceded  by  some  of  the 
states.  But,  as  lo  all  other  territory  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  congress  possesses  ample  power  to  regulate  and  dispose 
of  it.  It  is  expressly  provided  by  article  IV.  section  3d:  “The 
congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  properly 
oflhe  United  States,  and  nothin"  in  this  constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  Stales  or 
any  particular  state.” 

This  power  to  dispose  of  all  the  public  domain,  except  tha4 
ceded  by  the  states  is  full  and  complete,  and  depends  upon  the 
sound  discretion  of  congress.  The  practice  of  the  government 
demonstrates,  indeed,  the  common  belief,  that  the  power  of 
congress  to  dispose  of  all  the  public  land,  whether  ceded  by 
states  or  acquired  from  foreign  nations,  is  unrestricted.  Grants 
have  been  accordingly  made  of  portions  of  it  for  almost  every 
conceivable  purpose.  More  than  eight  millions  and  a half  of 
acres  have  been  granted  for  education;  upwards  of  two  millions 
for  internal  improvements  in  particular  states;  several  for  mili- 
tary bounties;  and  large  quantities  have  been  bestowed,  in 
gratuity,  for  seats  of  government,  on  private  charities  in  parti- 
cular states,  and  on  private  individuals.  The  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion has  been  also  conferred  and  continued  to  large  classes  o^f 
individuals. 

The  president  himself  was  supposed  lo  entertain  the  opinion 
that  there  was  no  restriction  on  the  pow’cr  of  congress  over  any 
part  of  the  public  domain.  In  his  message  of  December  4, 1832, 
at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  congress,  speaking  of  the  public 
land,  he  says:  “It  is  in  the  discretion  of  congress  to  dispose  of 
thetn  in  such  way  as  best  to  conduce  to  the  quiet,  harmony  and 
general  interest  of  the  American  people.” 

After  this  clear  admission  of  the  unqualified  power  of  con- 
gress over  the  subject,  the  committee  has  seen  with  surprise 
the  assertion  in  the  message  that  the  bill  begins  with  an  entire 
subversion  of  every  one  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  United 
States  became  possessed  of  their  western  domain.  The  first 
section  of  the  bill  allows  to  the  seven  new  states  12J  per  cent, 
out  of  the  net  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  made 
within  their  respective  limits  prior  to  any  distribution  among 
the  twenty-four  slates.  The  message  treats  this  allowance  to 
the  new  states  as  a deduction  of  one-eighth  from  the  whole 
amount  oflhe  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States;  but  the  allowance  is  expressly  confined  to  sales 
within  the  new  states,  to  the  exclusion  of  sales  made  in  the  se- 
veral territories,  that  is,  Ohio,  and  each  of  the  other  seven 
states,  is  by  the  provision  of  the  first  section  to  receive  twelve 
and  a half  percent,  upon  the  net  amount  arising  from  sales 
within  their  respective  limits. 

This  extra  allowance  is  deemed  by  the  president  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession.  In  what  respect  he 
does  not  allege,  but  it  is  presumed  that  he  refers  to  the  stipula- 
tion contained  in  those  deeds  for  a perfect  equality  among  the 
several  states.  As  each  state  was  to  he  entitled  to  equal  bene- 
fit in  the  lands  ceded,  subject  only  to  the  condition  that  itshouh) 
be  according  to  its  usual  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and 
expenditure,  the  message  considers  that  rule  lo  be  violated  by 
assigning  to  the  new  stales  tw'olve  and  a half  per  cent,  prior  to 
the  general  distribution.  The  president  is  supposed  to  insist 
upon  absolute  equality  among  the  old  and  the  new  states:  and 
that  no  one  of  them  should  obtain  more  than  a fair  and  just  pro- 
portion of  a common  property. 
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But  how  are  these  principles  to  be  reconciled  with  the  plan 
biought  forward  by  the  president  in  his  message  of  the  4ih  of 
December,  1832,  and  again  presented  in  his  message  under  con- 
sideration.’ According  to  that  plan,  lie  recommends  that  ihc 
public  lands  be  no  longer  regarded  as  a source  of  revenue;  that 
the  price  be  reduced  so  low  as  merely  to  reimburse  the  expen.se 
of  the  survey  and  the  sale  of  them;  and  that,  at  no  very  di.<tant 
day,  the  whole  of  the  unsold  lands  should  be  relinquished  to  the 
new  states,  and  all  the  machinery  and  control  of  the  general 
government  forever  withdrawn  from  the  new  states. 

If  congress  may  giant  the  whole  of  the  public  lands  to  the 
new  states,  it  may  certainly  grant  one-eighth  part  of  them,  or 
one-eighth  part  of  their  proceeds,  unless  the  logical  rule  be  false 
that  the  major  includes  the  minor.  If  it  be  consistent  with  the 
terms  of  the  deeds  of  ces.«ion,  so  emphatically  dwelt  on  by  the 
president,  to  surrender  forever  the  public  lands  to  the  new 
states,  within  which  they  are  respectively  situated,  it  can  hard- 
ly be  deemed  repugnant  to  the  same  deeds  to  assign  to  them, 
for  a short  period,  one-eighth  part  of  the  net  proceeds  of  ihe 
Jands  situated  within  their  limits. 

The  message  seems  to  consider  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
new  states  as  involving  a new  principle  unsanetioned  by  the 
practice  of  the  government,  and  as  a gratuity  which  cannot  he 
granted  without  manifest  departure  from  tlui  principles  of  equity 
which  should  regulate  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  or  their 
proceeds  among  all  the  states.  But  with  great  deference  the 
committee  is  unable  to  agree  with  the  message  in  either  respect. 

1.  As  to  the  practice  of  ihe  government.  It  has  been  already 
stated  that  congress  has  granted  to  the  new  states,  for  purposes 
of  education,  upwards  of  eight  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
lands;  being  a quantity  which  exceeds  by  more  than  a fourth, 
all  the  public  lands  ever  sold  by  the  federal  government.  It  has 
also  granted  to  several  states  lands  for  seats  of  government;  and 
tojsome  of  the  new  states  upwards  of  two  millions  and  a quarter 
of  acres  for  internal  improvements.  And  by  the  compact  with 
each  of  the  new  states,  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  within  their  several  limits,  is  reserved 
to  every  one  of  them  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement.  If 
these  various  grants,  displaying  both  the  liberality  and  the  jus- 
tice of  congress  towards  the  young  members  of  the  national 
family  who  have  established  themselves  in  the  wilderness,  do 
not  violate  the  deeds  of  cesssion,  or  transcend  the  duties  of  con- 
gress, how  can  it  be  Justly  contended  that  the  extra  allowance 
in  question  is  forbidden? 

2.  But  this  extra  allowance  is  not  a gratuity.  The  apportion- 
ment of  tlie  proceeds  among  the  several  states  is  on  the  basis  of 
the  state  of  the  population  as  ascertained  by  the  census  of  1830; 
and  the  bill  proposes  to  observe  that  rule  in  the  distribution  during 
the  whole  period  of  five  years  to  which  its  operation  is  limited. 
But  as  the  increase  of  population  in  the  new  states  is  in  a ratio 
much  greater  than  in  the  old,  it  is  evident  that  a strict  com- 
pliance with  that  rule  would  operate  unjustly  upon  the  new 
state.s,  especially  in  the  latter  years  of  the  term.  The  increase, 
of  population  in  Illinois,  for  example,  is  at  the  rate  of  eighteen 
and  a half  per  cent,  per  annum.  Near  five  years  having  elaps- 
ed since  the  census  was  taken,  the  population  of  that  state  is 
now  about  93t  per  cent,  that  is,  almost  double  what  it  then 
was.  The  popul.iiion  of  the  state  of  Delaware,  on  the  contrary, 
has  increased  only  about  three  per  cent,  during  the  same  five 
years;  the  ratio  of  its  increase  from  1820  to  1830  having  been, 
"for  the  whole  ten  years,  only  six  per  cent.  The  state  of  Illinois, 
therefore,  would  receive  only  about  one-half  of  what  it  is  justly 
entitled  to  if  it  were  restricted  to  the  state  of  its  population  in 
1829. 

Again;  the  extra  allowance  to  the  new  states  is  to  be  expend- 
ed on  education  and  internal  improvements.  The  United  States 
being  a great  land  proprieterin  each  of  the  new  stales,  is  bound, 
upon  principles  of  equity  and  fairness,  to  contribute  towards 
the  improvement  of  the  moral  and  jihysical  condition  of  the 
new  states,  which  will  necessarily  tend  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  property  of  the  United  States.  And,  in  making  the  extra 
allowance,  the  bill  proceeds  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  prin- 
ciples by  which  the  general  government  has  hitherto  invariably 
acted  in  granting  to  each  of  the  new  states  lands  for  schools, 
and  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  within  their  re- 
spective limits  for  objects  of  internal  improvement. 

The  committee  therefore  must  confidently,  but  respectfully, 
dissent  from  the  assertion  in  the  message  that,  in  making  this 
extra  allowance,  the  bill  begins  with  an  entire  subversion  of 
every  one  of  the  compacts  by  which  the  United  States  became 
possessed  of  their  western  domain. 

The  bill  is  charged  by  the  message  with  a violation  of  the 
deeds  of  cession,  in  adopting,  as  the  rule  of  di.stribiition,  the 
federal  represent.ative  population,  instead  of  the  respective  and 
usual  proportions  of  the  several  stales  in  the  general  charge  and 
.expenditure.  'Bhe  rule  which  the  bill  adopts  is  plain,  practica- 
cable,  and  intelligible.  It  admits  of  ea=y  ascertainment  and 
easy  application.  Taxation  and  representation  go  hand  in  hand; 
and,  in  assuming  a rule  deduced  fiorn  representation,  there  is 
no  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  operate  ntiequally  in  re.'pect 
to  the  taxation  to  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
liable. 

A division  among  Ihe  states  according  to  their  respective  and 
usual  proportions  in  the  general  charge  tmd  expenditure  is  wholly 
impracticable,  because  it  is  not  pos.^ible  to  ascertain  under  the 
present  eonstituiimn,  and  under  the  established  modes  of  collect- 
ing a public  revenue,  what  amount  of  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
petiditure  is  contributed  by  any  state.  That  clause  in  the  deeds 


of  cession,  as  before  remarked,  was  inserted  in  reference  to  the 
arliclesofconfitderation,  by  which  the  coiittibuiion  of  each  stale 
was  fixed  and  known.  Revenue  is  now  collected,  not  from  slates 
ill  their  sovereign  character,  but  from  the  mass  of  the  commu- 
nity, according  to  their  consumption.  Consequently,  it  is  al- 
together iin()iacticable  to  ascertain  how  much  of  that  revenue 
is  paid  by  the  citizens  of  any  one  stale.  It  may  be  argued  that 
since  it  is  impracticable,  it  is  most  proper  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  should  go  into  the  common  treasury,  and  he 
thence  disbursed  in  the  common  expenditure.  But  it  is  far 
from  being  certain  that  the  principle  of  equality  stipulated  in  tlis 
cessions,  is  not  violated  to  a greater  extent  by  such  an  appro- 
priation than  it  possibly  can  he  by  a division  according  to  re- 
presentative population.  How  is  it  known  that  each  slate  when 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands  pass  into  the  general  treasury,  is,  in 
their  subsequent  disbursements,  bencfilled  according  to  the  ex- 
act measure  of  its  due  proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure? 

In  considering  the  power  of  congress  over  the  public  lands 
acquired  by  deeds  of  cession  from  several  of  the  states,  the 
committee  thinks  it  useful  to  examine,  first,  the  terms  of  the 
deeds  themselves;  and,  secondly,  the  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion. 

1.  As  the  cession  from  Virginia  w as  by  far  the  most  imort- 
ant,  and  as  the  teims  of  the  deed  nnule  by  that  state  to  the  U. 
Stales  do  not  materially  vary  from  those  contained  in  the  deeds 
of  other  slates,  the  committee  will  inquire  whether  there  is  any 
thing  in  those  terms  which  can  he  fairly  interpreted  to  prohibit 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  'I’he  only  clause  deemed  es.sential  in  the 
inquiry  is  the  following  condition  contained  in  the  deed,  to  wit: 
“Tliat  all  the  lands  within  the  territory  so  ceded  to  the  U.  Slates, 
and  not  reserved  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  before  men- 
tioned purposes,  or  disposed  of  in  boumies  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  American  army,  shall  be  considered  as  a common 
fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  Ihe  U.  Slates  as  have  be- 
come, or  shall  become,  membei's  of  the  confederation,  or  fede- 
ral alliance  of  the  said  states,  Virginia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  usual  respective  proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  ex- 
penditure, and  shall  be  fiillifully  and  bona  fide  disposed  of  for 
that  purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever.” 

This  deed  created  a trust  in  the  U.  Stales  which  they  are  not 
at  liberty  to  violate.  But  the  deed  does  not  require  that  the  fund 
should  be  disbursed  in  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  ge- 
neral government.  It  makes  no  such  provision  in  express  terms, 
nor  is  such  a duty  on  the  part  of  the  trustee  fairly  dedncible 
from  the  language  of  the  deed.  On  the  contrary,  the  language 
of  the  deed  seems  to  contemplate  a separate  use  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  fund  by  the  states  individually,  rather  than  a pre- 
servation of  it  for  common  expenditure.  The  fund  itself  is  to  be 
a common  fund  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  U.  States 
as  have  become,  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federal  alliance,  Virginia  inclusive.  The  grant  is  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  confederation,  but  for  that  of  the  several  states 
which  compose  the  confederation.  The  fund  is  to  be  under 
the  management  of  the  confederation  coHeciively , and  is  so  far 
a conmion  fund;  but  it  is  to  be  managed  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  stales  individually,  and  is  so  far  a separate  fund  under  a" 
joint  management.  Whilst  there  was  a debt  existing,  created 
by  the  war  of  the  revolution,  and  by  a subsequent  war,  there 
was  a fitness  in  applying  the  proceeds  of  a common  fund  to  the 
discharge  of  a common  debt,  which  reconciled  all;  but  that 
debt  being  now  discharged,  and  the  general  government  no 
longer  standing  in  need  of  the  fund,  there  is  evident  propriety 
in  a division  of  it  among  those  for  whose  use  and  benefit  it  was 
originally  designed,  and  whose  wants  require  it.  And  the  com-, 
milloe  cannot  conceive  how  this  appropriation  of  it,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equality  and  justice  among  the  several  states,  can  be 
regarded  as  contrary  to  either  the  letter  or  spiTit  of  the  deed. 

A fund  may  be  common  to  various  copartners  in  the  collec- 
tion, control  and  government  of  it,  and  yet  the  use  and  actual 
enjoyment  may  be  separate  and  individual.  Entertaining  this 
view,  the  committee  thinks  it  would  be  a departure  from  the 
obligations  of  the  trust  to  cede,  as  the  message  proposes,  the 
whole  truit-property  to  particular  states,  to  the  exclusion  of 
others.  The  committee,  on  the  contrary,  thinks  it  the  duty  of 
congress  to  retain  the  control  of  the  fund,  and  to  administer  it 
foj  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  several  states  composing  the 
union. 

2.  But  if  any  doubt  existed  as  to  the  right  of  congress,  under 
the  deeds  of  cession,  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  common 
property  among  the  several  states,  it  must  vanish  when  we  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  the  constitution.  The  parties  to  the  con- 
stitution were  the  same  as  the  parties  to  the  deeds.  And  the 
adoption  ef  the  constitution  was  as,  much  the  separate  act  of 
each  state  as  was  the  execution  of  the  several  deeds  of  cession. 
The  constitution,  too,  followed  the  execution  of  the  deed  by 
Virginia,  and  that  of  every  other  state  but  one;  and  if  there  be 
any  incompatibility  between  them,  tlie  constitution,  being  in 
point  of  time  the  last  act,  must  control  the  operation  of  the 
previous  deeds. 

The  language  of  the  constitution  is  ex[)licit:  “The  congress 
shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  thi.s  con.-tilution  shall  be 
so  consirned  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  United  States;  or 
of  any  particular  stale.”  The  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory 
and  other  property  of  the  United  States  is  confided  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  congress  without  restriction.  To  guard  against 
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the  effect  of  the  change  of  government  from  a loose  confederacy 
to  an  intimate  union,  it  is  declared  in  tlie  latter  part  of  the  cited 
clause,  that  nothing  in  the  constitution  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  Stales.  And,  as  the  stales 
which  ceded  the  western  lands,  had  ceded  them  with  certain 
reservations,  and  they  or  other  states  might  have  claims  of  a 
territorial,  jurisdictional  or  pecuniary  nature,  under  the  confe- 
deracy, winch  it  was  apprehended,  without  an  express  reserva- 
tion, might  be  affected  by  the  change  of  government,  it  was 
further  declared  that  nothing  in  the  constitution  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  any  particular  state. 

Whether,  therefore,  the  authority  of  congress  is  traced  to  the 
deeds  of  cession  or  to  the  consliliition,  the  committee  deems  it 
fully  competent  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  is  equally  unfortunate  in  being  obnoxious  to  the  ob- 
jections of  the  message  whether  it  omits  or  imposes  any  re- 
strictions upon  the  powers  of  the  state  legi.-latures  as  to  the 
subsequent  appropiiation  of  the  fund  which  it  proposes  to  dis- 
tribute. The  extia  allowance  to  the  new  states  is  required  to  be 
e.\pended  on  objects  of  education  and  internal  improvement. 
As  has  been  already  shown,  this  restriction  is  in  conformity 
with  a principle  coeval  with  the  land  system,  and  which  has 
been  steadily  adhered  to  throughout  Ihe  whole  period  of  its  ex- 
istence, liy  which  the  sixteenth  section  of  every  township  is 
expressly  set  apart  for  education;  and  in  conformity  with  every 
compact  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and  each  of 
the  new  slates,  by  which  five  per  cent,  upon  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  lands  in  the  several  new  stales  is  assigned  for  puiposes  of 
internal  improvement.  The  committee  thinks  that  it  may  safely 
rest  the  defence  of  the  specification  of  the  objects  to  w'hich  the 
extra  allowance  te  to  be  applied  upon  the  invariable  practice  of 
the  government. 

But  if  the  part  of  the  bill  which  limits  the  legislatures  of  the 
new  states  in  the  appropriation  of  the  extra  allowance  to  the 
laudable  purposes  ofeducalion  and  internal  improvement,  could 
not  conciliate  the  approbation  of  the  president,  it  might  have 
been  reasonably  hoped  that  the  other  part  of  it,  containing  no 
restriction  whatever  upon  the  local  legislation,  would  have  at 
least  commanded  his  assent.  But  he  objects  to  the  restrictive 
clauses  because  they  are  restrictive,  and  to  the  unrestricted 
clauses  because  they  are  unrestricted.  The  president  appre- 
hends that  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  turnpike  road  compa- 
ny, the  appropriation  to  which  several  years  ago  did  not  meet 
his  concurrence,  might  possibly  derive  some  aid  from  the  land 
fund,  if  the  legislature  of  the  slate  in  which  that  road  is  situat- 
ed were  left  unrestrained  in  the  application  of  its  proportion  of 
that  I'und.  There  are  some  w'ho  would  feel  that  if  any  part  of 
the  fund  were  directed  to  such  a destination  it  would  only  be 
to  repair  a wrong  unintenlionally  commiited  by  the  president. 
But  the  appropriation  to  that  object  to  which  the  president  ap- 
plied the  veto,  rested  upon  grounds  totally  distinct  from  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  present  bill.  That  appropriation  was  made  upon 
the  principle  that  congress  had  the  power  to  apply  any  money 
in  the  public  treasury  to  internal  improvements.  This  bill  is 
based  on  the  ground  that  eongress  has  broader  power  over  the 
the  land  fund,  either  under  the  deeds  of  cession,  or  under  the 
constitution,  than  it  possesses  over  public  revenue  collected  by 
general  taxation. 

The  objection  to  the  distribution  among  the  states,  upon  prin- 
ciples of  equality,  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  was  hard- 
ly to  be  anticipated  from  a chief  magistrate  who  had  recom- 
mended such  a distribution  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  gene- 
ral government,  without  regard  to  the  source  of  their  origin. 
The  committee  is  not  prepared  to  ascent  to  such  a distribution, 
the  constitution.ality  of  which,  to  say  the  least,  is  questiona- 
ble. But  a division  of  the  land  fund,  if  not  enjoined  by  the 
spirit  of  the  various  deeds  of  cession,  stands  upon  peculiar 
ground,  totally  distinct  from  that  on  which  a division  of  a sur- 
plus of  revenue,  arising  from  ordinary  sources  of  taxation,  can 
be  placed. 

The  message  imputes  to  the  bill  the  object  of  creating  a sur- 
plus for  the  purpose  of  distribution.  But  is  that  an  accurate  re- 
presentation of  the  case?  The  bill  finds  in  full  operation  a land 
system,  approved  by  long  experience,  which  nets  to  the  govern- 
ment an  annual  sum  of  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars. 
This  sum  may  be  expected  constantly  to  augment.  The  gene- 
ral government,  just  liberated  from  national  debt,  no  longer 
stands  in  need  of  this  sum,  unless  it  should  become  necessary 
by  wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditure.  The  general  govern 
inent  is  in  possession  of  ample  resources  of  revenue,  and  in 
the  exclusive  possession  of  that,  the  most  ample  of  all,  arising 
from  foreign  imports.  The  states  want  the  land  fund,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  divide  it  among  them  according  to  the  just  and 
equitable  rule  of  federal  representative  population.  The  bill 
imposes  no  new  tax,  creates  no  new  revenue,  opens  no  new 
channel.  It  proceeds  upon  an  existing  state  of  things,  which  it 
does  not  disturb,  otherwise  than  by  dividing  among  the  states 
equitably,  in  their  individual  character,  what  is  not  wanted  in 
their  aggregate  condition. 

But  the  message  objects  that  the  general  government  would 
remain  subject  to  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  machinery  of 
the  land  system.  The  bill,  however,  only  proposes  to  divide 
the  net  produce  of  the  public  lands  which  come  into  the  trea- 
sury, subject,  of  coarse,  to  a deduction  for  some  ch.arges.  If 
the  general  government  should  continue  to  pay  out  of  the  com- 
mon treasury  a portion  of  those  charges,  such  as  the  salaries  of 
the  commissioner  of  the  land  office,  &c.  it  would  be  no  more 
than  what  is  done  in  analogous  cases.  The  salaries  of  com- 


missioners appointed  under  treaties  with  foreign  powers  to  dis- 
tribute sums  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  them  to  individual  claim- 
ants (or  wrongs  committed  upon  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  are 
always  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.  And,  besides,  the  small 
amount  which  the  general  government  would  continue  to  pay 
during  the  period  to  which  the  connienatice  of  the  act  is  limit- 
ed, for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  several  states,  would 
come  out  of  a common  treasury  supplied  by  the  same  people  in 
their  collective  character. 

The  commiuee  perceives,  with  unaffected  surprise,  the  im- 
putation coniaiiu  d in  the  mi.-ssage,  of  a tendeircy  in  the  bill  un- 
der consideration  towards  consolidation.  Congress  being  the 
common  trustee  for  all  the  slates  of  a fund  created  for  their  be- 
nefit, and  for  no  other  purpose,  the  hill  presents  an  equitable 
scheme  for  the  division  ot  that  fund  among  the  declared  objects 
of  the  trust.  If  that  scheme  had  been  assailed  upon  the  ground 
of  its  fostering  a spirit  of  separation  and  disunion,  there  would 
have  bemi  at  least  more  plausibility  in  the  charge.  'I’he  mes- 
sage supposes  that  the  states,  by  receiving  their  several  annual 
dividends,  will  be  tempted  into  jirofuse  expenditure,  will  rely 
for  their  pecuniary  resources  upon  the  general  governient,  and 
w ill  ultimately  lose  their  distinct  local  characters.  But  it  is  to 
be  observed  that  in  the  distribution  itself,  the  slates,  as  such, 
ill  their  sc|iarale  and  sovereign  characters,  are  exprr-ssly  recog- 
nized; and  that  the  sum,  although  considerable  if  expended  on 
suitable  and  proper  objects,  is  not  likely  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  each  stale  carefully  cultivating  ordinary  sources  of 
revenue.  It  may  be  safely  afiirmed  there  is  much  greater  dan- 
ger of  a wasteful  expeiidituie  of  the  fund  if  retained  in  the  hands 
of  the  general  government,  which  does  not  want  it,  than  if  it  be 
transferred  to  the  hands  of  the  several  stale  governments,  which 
do  need  it,  and  whose  habitual  economy  is  commended  in  the 
message.  It  was  never  deemed  by  anyone  that  the  annual 
supply  of  arms  made  by  the  general  governmenl  to  the  several 
slates  tended  to  lessen  their  power,  or  to  augment  that  of  the 
federal  government. 

The  committee  believes  that  a mutual  dependence  of  the  two 
systems  of  government  upon  each  other  has  the  happy  effect  of 
strenglhening  tiie  bond  of  common  union.  And,  among  the 
many  considerations  in  favor  ot  the  bill,  it  is  perhaps  the  most 
important,  that  its  direct  and  inevitable  infiuence  will  be  to  im- 
part additional  strength  to  the  union.  The  public  lands  w’ill 
then  form  an  adamantine  chain  connecting  the  stales  together, 
and  each  will  be  pow'erfully  intr  rested  in  the  preservation  of 
that  union  which,  for  hundreds  of  years  to  come, may  annually 
distribute  among  all  its  sovereign  members  a vast  fund,  which, 
if  the  union  were  dissolved,  w'ould  be  for  ever  lost  in  the  com- 
motions and  convulsions  that  would  certainly  ensue. 

The  message  implies  an  unmerited  distrust  in  the  capacity  and 
integrity  of  the  slate  governments,  and  assumes  for  the  federal 
authority  a superiority  of  discretion,  wdiich  the  committee 
thinks,  without  meaning  any  thing  derogatory,  it  has  not  al- 
ways displayed  in  the  economical  disbursement  of  public  reve- 
nue. The  bill  is,  besides,  limited  to  a short  time;  and  if  it 
should  be  found  to  realise  any  of  the  apprehended  mischiefs,  it 
maybe  suffered  to  expire  altogether,  or  be  subjected  to  such 
modifications  as  experience  shall  indicate  to  be  expedient.  To 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  a misapplication  of  the  distribu- 
tive share  of  any  slate  to  objects  of  a minor  or  trivial  nature,  the 
bill  contains  a clause  which  was  left  out  of  that  passed  at  the 
last  session,  by  which  a specification  is  made  of  the  purposes 
to  which  the  fund  shall  be  aiipropriated.  No  state  will  venture 
to  violate  this  restriction,  because  k w'ill  apprehend  that  con- 
gress may  refuse  to  continue  to  allot  its  dividend  in  conse- 
quence of  such  violation. 

Almost  the  entire  argument  of  the  message  against  the  bill  is 
applied  to  that  portion  of  the  public  lands  ceded  by  the  several 
slates  to  the  United  Stales,  and  situated  within  their  original 
limits,  and  is  founded  upon  the  supposed  re|)ugnance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  hill  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the  deeds  of 
cession.  The  committee  cannot  agree  that  any  such  repug- 
nance in  fact  exists.  On  the  contrary,  it  conceives  that  the 
contemplated  distribution  is  conformable  both  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  those  conditions.  But  there  is  no  pretence  for  alleging 
any  want  of  power  in  congress  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  that 
portion  of  the  public  lands  wbich  have  been  acquired  by  trea- 
ties will)  foreign  powers.  'J’he  treaties  themselves  impose  no 
limitation  as  to  the  disposition  of  tlie  soil  itself,  or  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  it.  And  the  constitutional  provision  which  has 
been  adverted  to  comes  and  covers  these  lands,  and  invests  in 
eongress  an  unrestrained  power  of.  disposition,  according  to  its 
sound  discretion. 

The  message  states  that  the  total  expenditure,  incident  to  the 
public  domain,  has  been  $‘49,701 ,280;  and  the  total  receipt  up 
to  the  30th  September,  1832,  had  been  only  .‘?'38.3S6,624,  from 
which  the  iiiffrence  is  drawn  that  the  amount  taken  out  of  the 
treasury  has  not  been  replaced. — Why  the  30th  September, 
1832,  was  selected  by  the  message,  the  committee  cannot  con- 
ceive, unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  recommending  the  relin- 
quishment of  the  whole  public  domain  as  a useless  and  unpro- 
fitable burden,  or  for  tin?  purpose  of  holding  on  to  it  as  a source 
of  revenue  until  the  treasury  was  reimbursed  the  sum  which  it 
had  cost.  If  the  president  had  caibnl  iijinn  the,  commissioners 
of  the  land  ofiice  for  the  returns  of  the  proceeds  of  the  pnblic 
lands  up  to  the  30tli  Siqiteniber,  18.3.3,  he  would  have  discover- 
ed that  their  amount  was  $48,398,571  34,  according  to  a report 
of  that  officer  laid  before  the  senate — more  than  ten  millions  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  stated  in  the  message.  This  is  independent 


27-J  NILES’  REGISTER— JUNE  14,  1834— REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 


of  4,452,760  acres  of  land  actually  patented  for  services  during 
the  late  war;  of  2,290,937  acres  granted  for  roads  and  canals  in 
several  states;  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  granted  and  set 
apart  for  schools,  academies  and  universities,  and  of  numerous 
other  grants  for  various  purposes.  For  the  greater  part,  if  not 
all  of  these  appropriations  of  the  public  lands,  they  ought  to  be 
fairly  credited. 

The  public  domain,  then,  has  more  than  redeemed  the  cost  of 
its  acquisition  and  management.  But  there  is  still  another 
view  of  this  subject  that  ought  to  be  presented.  Tlie  argument 
in  the  message  is  almost  exclusively  directed  to  that  portion  of 
it  which  is  situated  within  the  ancient  limits  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  is  from  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession  that  the 
message  attempts  to  deduce  a restriction  upon  the  power  of  con- 
gress. There  is  no  color  for  that  restriction  as  it  respects  the 
territory  acquired  under  the  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida. 
In  regard  to  that,  as  already  remarked,  the  power  of  congress  to 
dispose  of  it,  unrestrained  by  the  treaties  themselves,  results 
entirely  from  the  clause  in  the  constitution  which  has  been 
herein  before  referred  to.  As  to  the  public  lands  within  the 
ancient  limits  of  the  United  States,  if  there  be  deducted  from 
the  ^49,701,280,  the  twenty  millions  which  Louisiana  and 
Florida  cost,  it  will  leave  only  $29,701,280  chargeable  to  those 
lands — less  indeed  than  that  sum,  for  a portion  of  that  expendi- 
ture of  $29,701,280  was  on  account  of  the  public  lands  in  Flori- 
da and  Louisiana.  The  total  amount  which  has  been  receiv- 
ed, in  money,  from  the  lands  comprehended  wiihin  the  original 
boundaries  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  before  men- 
tioned report  of  the  commissioner,  is  $43,729,718  12,  leaving 
those  lands  creditor  by  the  sum  of  $14,028,428  12,  without  in- 
cluding in  the  account  any  grants  of  land  for  objects  just  allud- 
ed to. 

The  message  argues  that  the  distribution  proposed  by  the  bill 
is  unjust  towards  the  old  states,  since  it  first  sets  apart  one- 
eighth  for  the  new  states,  and  then  divides  seven-eighths  only 
among  all  the  states.  Each  of  the  old  states  therefore,  the  mes- 
sage contends,  will  receive  its  proportion  of  but  seven-eighths 
instead  of  the  amount  of  the  whole  proceeds.  The  committee 
believes  that  it  has  stated  sufficient  grounds  of  justification 
upon  which  that  previous  allowance  to  the  new  states  is  to  be 
defended.  But  it  was  not  prepared  to  find  the  same  message 
dissuading  the  old  states  from  agreeing  to  the  distribution  pro- 
posed on  the  allegation  of  partiality  to  the  new  states,  and  urg- 
ing the  new  states  to  dissent  from  it  also,  because  it  was  un 
just  towards  them.  If  the  bill  gives  the  new  slates  more  than 
a fair  proportion  of  a common  fund,  without  sufficient  consi- 
derations, that  cannot  be  an  objection  both  with  the  old  and 
the  new  states.  But  whilst  the  message  labors  to  prove  that 
one  class  of  states  will  receive  too  much,  and  anotlier  too  little, 
instead  of  correcting  the  alleged  injustice  by  proposing  some 
equal  division,  it  recommends  that  the  class  which  it  deems 
too  partially  favored  shall  eventually  receive,  and  the  injured 
class  shall  finally  renounce  for  ever,  the  whole  inieiest  in  the 
common  property. 

The  message  supposes  that  it  could  not  have  been  contem- 
plated by  the  deeds  of  cession,  that  the  United  States  should 
continue,  during  a long  period  of  time,  to  retain  the  right  of  soil 
to  large  tracts  of  land  within  the  limits  of  new  states.  But  the 
deeds  do  expressly  provide  that  these  lands  shall  be  held  for  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  slates,  and  for  no  other  purpose;  and 
they  must  continue  so  to  be  held,  whether  the  tifne  is  long  or 
short,  unless  congr  ess  is  pr  epared  openly  to  violate  express  con- 
ditions of  the  cessions.  And  why  should  they  not  be  so  held. ^ 
What  injury  is  done  Ip  the  new  states  by  the  common  govern- 
ment holding  lands  for  the  benefit  of  all  wiihin  the  limits  of 
some.^ — Past  experience  has  demonstrated  none.  If  these  lands 
were  held  up  at  exorbitant  prices,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
new  states  were  retarded  improperly,  the  case  would  be  altered. 
But  the  price  is  extremely  moderate,  within  the  reach  of  every 
ordinarily  provident  person,  and  the  new  states  are  populating 
with  unexampled  rapidity,  as  is  demonstrated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  manufactures,  and  the  table  accompanying  it, 
herein  before  referred  to.  If  it  were  true  that  the  minimum 
price  of  the  public  lands  is  too  high  for  one  portion  of  them,  it 
is  equally  true  that  it  is  below  the  value  of  another  portion  of 
them.  And  it  would  be  wrong  to  reduce  the  price  of  those 
which  are  already  low  enough,  for  the  sake  of  those  of  inferior 
quality,  which,  perhaps,  would  not  sell  at  any  price.  It  might 
be  expedient  to  discriminate,  if  it  were  practicable,  as  to  the 
price  of  lands  in  different  states.  There  are  large  bodies  of 
poor  pine  sandy  lands  in  the  south  western  states,  of  which 
there  is  none  in  the  north  western  stales,  that  probably  never 
will  sell  at  the  minimum  price,  if  at  any  price.  Bat  a discrimi- 
nation between  the  different  states  would  be  invidious,  and  is 
impracticable.  And  alter  all,  no  great  mischief  is  done  by  not 
offering,  at  reduced  prices,  worthless  lands,  which  nobody 
would  be  much  disposed  to  buy  at  any  price.  In  the  state  of 
Ohio,  all  the  public  lands  have  been  sold  but  about_/ive  millions 
of  acres.  In  the  state  of  Illinois,  more  than  nineteen-twen- 
tieths of  the  whole  territory  are  believed  to  be  arable  land;  and 
it  will  undoubtedly  sell,  without  any  reduction  of  price,  in  rea- 
sonable time,  according  to  the  demands  of  a growing  popula- 
tion. Would  it  be  right  to  reduce  the  price  of  this  good  farm- 
ing land,  because  there  happens  to  be  in  Alabama  or  Mississip- 
pi large  tracts  of  pine  barren  which  will  possibly  never  sell  at 
anv  price.^ 

Nor  does  the  fact  of  there  being  a large  quantity  of  land  re- 
maining in  the  market,  surveyed  and  unsold  for  a long  time,  au- 


thorise the  inference  that  it  is  unsold  because  the  price  is  loo 
high,  it  has  not  been  sold  because  the  government,  by  con- 
stantly bringing  more  and  more  land  into  the  market,  exposes 
an  aggregate  supply  far  exceeding  the  wants  of  the  population, 
rapid  as  has  been  Us  increase  in  the  new  states.  This  will  be 
manifest  from  one  or  two  facts.  The  total  amount  of  all  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  had  been  sold  up  to  the  3Uth  of  September  last, 
that  is  to  say,  during  a period  of  about  forty-five  years,  since 
the  commencement  of  the  present  constitution,  was  only 
31,028,436  acres  and  87-100  ef  an  acre.  This,  on  an  average 
during  the  entire  term,  is  about  700,000  acres  annually.  The 
total  quantity  surveyed  and  unsold,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  commissioner,  is  104,206,822  acres  and  46-100  of  an  acre. 
To  this  there  will  be  additions  co44stanily  made,  as  the  Indian 
title  shall  be  extinguished.  If  the  progress  of  future  sales  were 
to  be  no  greater  than  that  of  the  past,  it  would  require  a period 
of  more  than  135  years  to  sell  what  is  now  actually  in  markel, 
without  including  new  districts  that  may  be  exposed.  But  as 
these  sales  depend  upon  the  wants  of  the  population,  and  as 
these  are  regulated  by  the  increase  of  it,  the  probability  is,  that 
the  quantity  annually  sold,  in  future,  will  be  much  greater  than 
the  annual  average  of  that  which  was  sold  during  the  term 
above  mentioned. — But  making  liberal  allowances  in  this  res- 
pect, many  years  must  elapse  before  the  quantity  now  actually 
in  market  is  disposed  of.  The  true  policy  of  the  government,  in 
regulating  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  seems  to  be  so  to  fix  it 
as,  whilst  the  industrious  poor  may  easily  acquire  a home,  a 
spirit  of  inordinate  speculation  may  be  repressed.  Both  these 
objects  are  believed  to  be  attained  by  the  reasonable  and  mo- 
derate rate  at  which  the  government  now  offers  the  public  do- 
main. 

Entertaining  the  views  and  opinions  which  have  been  herein 
exhibited,  the  committee  finds  itself  unable  to  concur  in  the 
plan  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  which  the  president  pro- 
poses: and  it  agrees  in  the  general  principles  of  the  bill  which 
has  been  referred  to  it.  A brief  contr.pst  between  the  two 
schemes  will  enable  the  senate  belter  to  judge  of  their  respec- 
tive merits. 

The  president  coneeives  that  the  cessions  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  United  States  were  upon  the  express  conditions  that  they 
should  be  considered  by  the  United  States  as  a common  fund 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  all  the  sovereign  members  of  the 
union.  He  objects  therefore  to  the  grant  to  the  new  states  of 
one-eighth  of  the  proceeds  within  their  several  limits,  prior  to 
a general  distribution  of  the  whole  fund.  Nevertheless,  he  pro- 
poses himself  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands;  that  they  shall  cease  to  be  regarded  as  a source  of  reve- 
nue for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the 
individual  states;  and,  finally,  that,  after  a Tew  years  this  vast 
common  property  shall  be  wholly  surrendered  to  those  new 
states  to  which  congress  canrrot,  in  his  opinion,  consistently 
with  the  terms  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  grant  one-eigthlh  part 
of  the  net  proceeds. 

The  bill  assumes,  as  a basis,  that  all  the  public  lands  not  in- 
cluded wiihin  the  acquisitions  of  Louisiana  and  Florida  were 
obtained  upon  the  conditions  specified  in  the  deeds  of  cession. 
It  supposes  that  whether  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  are  bronghl 
into  the  common  treasury,  or  distributed,  upon  terms  of  just 
equality  among  the  several  states,  the  spirit  and  object  of  the 
deeds  of  cession  are  fully  answered.  The  bill  proceeds  upon 
the  principle  that  the  United  States  cannot  abandon  the  trust 
which  the  deeds  created,  and  which  they  deliberately  accepted, 
without  a manifest  violation  of  duly,  and  without  absolute  in- 
justice to  the  old  states.  It  does  not  propose,  therefore,  a sur- 
render of  the  trust  property  to  the  new  slates,  but  contemplates 
the  general  government  continuing  to  perform  all  the  daiies  in- 
cident to  the  trust,  and  retaining  the  control  over  the  property 
for  the  benefit  of  the  several  states,  when  the  proceeds  of  sales 
of  it  are  wanted  by  them,  and  not  by  the  general  government, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  government  in  the  event  of 
war.  And  this  mutual  use  of  the  fund  is  limited  to  a short 
period,  to  test,  by  experience,  its  expediency. — The  bill  assigns 
to  the  new  states,  prior  to  the  general  division  of  the  fund 
which  it  authorises,  one-eighth  part  of  the  proceeds  arising 
within  their  respective  limits,  upon  consrderationfi  which  the 
committee  deems  satisfactory,  and  according  to  established  pre- 
cedents. And,  finally,  whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  ex- 
ist as  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  congress  growing  ont  of  the 
language  of  the  deeds  of  cession,  no  objection  can  be  raised 
from  that  source  as  to  any  disposition,  under  the  terms  of  the 
constitution,  which  congress  may  think  proper  to  make  of  the 
proceeds  of  that  largest  portion  of  the  public  lands  acquired  un- 
der the  treaties  of  Louisiana  and  Florida. 

The  bill  provides  for  a distribution  of  the  fitnd  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during  the  last  year.  Such  vyoulrf 
have  been  its  operation  if  the  president  had  approved  it;  or 
if,  returning  it  to  the  last  congress  with  his  objections,  it  had 
been  passed  notwithstanding  those  objections.  As  congress 
was  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  passing  upon  the  bill  after  it 
had  been  submitted  to  the  president,  by  his  withholding  it,  the 
committee  thinks  it  just  to  give  it  the  effect  which  it  would  have 
had  if  passed  at  the  last  session.  The  gross  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  during  the  last  year  are  understood  to  be  upwards  of  four 
and  a half  millions  of  dollars;  but  the  precise  amount  will  be  as- 
certained when  a call  which  has  been  made  for  it  shall  be  an- 
swered. The  committee  therefore  reports  the  bill,  distributing 
that  sum  after  proper  deductions  shall  be  made  exhibiting  the 
net  amount. 
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Qd“The  absolute  necessity  of  inserting  the  long  reports 
concerning  the  general  post  office,  lias  led  us  to  incur  the 
expense  of  an  extra  half-sheet,  that  they  may  he  speedi- 
ly laid  before  our  readers;  and,  as  they  will  have  hotli 
reports  entire,  at  once,  they  will  form  a better  judgment 
on  the  important  facts  presented  or  considered  by  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  I'eferrcd. 

This  extra  half-sheet,  for  more  convenient  mechanical 
arrangement,  is  given  as  supplementary  to  the  last  Ue- 
GiSTEU,  and  the  matter  “runs  on”  in  the  proper  number 
for  the  week,  without  a “break.” 

The  debates  in  the  senate,  which  have  sprung  up  in 
consequence  of  these  reports,  are  exceedingly  animated 
and  unusually  interesting — and,  before  they  arc  closed, 
will  probably  call  forth  all  the  talent  of  that  bod}' — and 
especially  when  the  question  is  before  it  as  to  making 
an  appropriation  to  relieve  the  department  from  its  bank- 
ruptcy. 


POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

REl’ORT  OF  THE  M.VJORITY. 

Mr.  Ewing  from  llie  committee  of  tlie  post  offices  and  post 
roads,  made  tlie  following  report. 

The  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  in  obedience 
to  tlie  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the29tli  March,  A.  J).  1894, 
proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment, and,  having  made  progress  in  their  investigation, 
now  report — 

That  your  committee,  at  an  early  day  after  they  were  invest- 
ed with  authority  so  to  do,  called  for  a statement  of  the  avail- 
able claims  due  from  post  masters  and  others  to  the  dejiart- 
nicnt,  and  of  the  funds  on  hand,  and  also  the  amount  of  its 
debts.  In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  they  were  informed  that  it 
would  be  the  work  of  several  months,  with  all  the  disposable 
force  of  the  department,  to  prepare  the  statement;  the  shortest 
time  named  as  possible,  extending  much  beyond  tlie  probable 
adjournment  of  congress.  Statements,  therefore,  said  to  be 
accurate,  were  obtained  wherever  it  was  practicable;  and,  when 
such  were  not  to  be  had,  your  committee  received  conjectural 
estimates,  sworn  to  by  the  heads  of  the  appropriate  liureaux. 

By  these,  it  appears  that  the  department  is  largely  insolvent, 
and  that  since  some  time  in  the  year  1832  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral has,  without  warrant  of  law,  borrowed  from  the  banks 
large  sums  of  money  on  interest  for  the  fnirposc  of  sustaining  it. 
The  interest  account,  exhibited  herewith,  shows  that  some  of 
those  loans  were  made  during  the  last  session  of  congress, 
and  within  a short  time  after  the  date  of  the  annual  rejiort  of 
the  postmaster  general,  which  stales  that  there  is  an  available 
surplus  fund  on  hand  of  ^•202,811  40,  and  which  contains  no 
intimation  of  any  probable  deficit,  jiresent  or  luture.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  remark,  that  his  last  annual  report  is  wholly  silent  on 
the  subject  of  these  loans.  But  the  postmaster  general  has, 
since  the  commencenient  of  this  investigation,  represented  to 
your  committee  that  aid  from  the  treasury  is  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  department,  and  he  has 
stated  that  450,000  dollars  is  the  smallest  sum  that  will  serve 
that  purpose. 

The  sums  borrowed  and  overdrawn  on  banks  to  the  11th 
April,  1834,  and  then  existing  as  a debt  against  the  department, 
arc  stated  by  the  officers  to  be  $488,600 

And  they  state  the  amount  due  to  contractors  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1834,  at  635,000 

Making  the  aggregate  of  its  debts  $1,123,600 

They  also  state  that  there  was  on  the  11th  of  April,  1834,  a 
balance  of  deposiles  in  banks  in  favor  of  the  department  of 

$37,000  95^ 

Of  which  there  was  deposited  in  banks  which  have 
failed  5,455  07 

Leaving  to  the  credit  account, funds  in  bank,  April 
11th,  1834,  available,  $31,545  88^ 

They  also  reported  as  a conjectural  estimate,  that  there  was 
due  from  postmasters  for  postages,  accruing  prior  to  January 
1st,  1834,  $300,000. 

The  books  from  which  this  estimate  was  drawn  have  been 
examined  by  the  committee,  and  the  result  of  that  examination 
leaves  no  doubt  that  the  amount  of  this  credit  is  greatly  exag- 
gerated. 

It  appears  that  the  receipts  of  the  department  for  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  1833,  according  to  the  best  estimate  that  can 
be  formed,  (the  books  and  accounts  not  having  been  made  up 
as  they  should  have  been),  amounted  to  $467,449 

That  there  was  deposited  by  several  postmasters  in 
banks,  during  said  quarter,  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment 332,904 

Leaving  an  apparent  balance  outstanding  in  the 
hands  of  postmasters,  of  $134,545 

But  it  is  understood  that  considerable  sums  were  received 
from  postmasters,  exclusive  of  the  deposites  in  banks,  which 
are  estimated  to  reduce  the  amount  in  their  hands  for  receipts, 
during  the  last  quarter  of  1833,  to  $83,725;  which  sum,  resulting 
from  the  several  data  to  which  we  have  access,  is  fixed  upon 
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as  the  nearest  approximation  to  the  truth,  attainable  w’ithin  the 
limited  lime,  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  devote  to  this  part 
of  the  investigation.  We  believe,  however,  that  any  person 
acquainted  with  the  books,  and  the  course  of  busine.«s  of  the  de- 
partment, and  w hose  attention  should  be  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  subject,  could,  in  a little  time,  estimate  the  amount  ofdebls 
due  to  the  departmi  iit,  w ilh  a very  near  Approach  to  accuracy; 
and  that  the  ollicers  of  the  depaitment  can,  at  any  time  within 
a few  days,  make  an  abstract  statement  of  its  fiscal  concerns 
at  the  termination  of  any  (luarter,  sufficiently  accurate  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  rrfgeni  ral  information  or  legislation. 

■fhe  officers  of  the  department,  also,  estimated  the  amount 
due  from  postmasters  for  postages,  acciuing  within  the  1st 
quarter  of  the  year  1834,  at  $500,000 

Your  committee  examined  as  far  as  practicable,  the  data  upon 
which  this  estimate  was  made,  and  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  this  sum  is  also  much  above  the  true  amount. 

It  is  estimated  by  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  that  the  net 
receipts  for  postages  in  the  first  quaiter  of  1833  w ill  amount 
to  ' $520,000 

Your  committee  have  ascertained  that  there  was  de- 
posited in  banks  for  the  use  of  the  department  with- 
in that  quarter,  and  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  April,  $314,704 

Which  w ill  leave,  of  the  receipts  of  that  quarter,  in 
the  hands  of  postmasters,  on  that  day,  $205,704 

A considerable  [lortion  of  this  sum,  probably,  w’as  received 
by  the  department  in  draughts  on  postmasters,  but  to  what 
amount  your  committee  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  7’hey^ 
therefore,  take  the  above  sum  as  the  amount  due  for  that  quar- 
ter on  the  1st  of  April,  1834. 

This  estimate  of  the  sums  due  and  outstanding,  will  still  .Tiy- 
pear  large,  if  we  compare  it  w ith  the  amount  of  similar  claiina 
under  a former  andministration;  at  a time,  too,  when  the  de- 
partment was  not  involved  in  debt,  and  had  no  particular  rea- 
sons to  press  its  collections  with  peculiar  urgency.  It  appears 
by  the  first  report  of  the  present  postmaster  general,  made  fnr 
the  24th  of  November,  1829,  that  on  the  1st  day  of  July  of  tha^ 
year,  the  whole  amount  due  and  outstanding,  in  the  hands  of 
postmasters  and  others,  was  $94,400  21;  and  we  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  the  amount  of  b.ilances  should  have  been  suf- 
fered to  rise  to  $289,429,  much  less  to  the  enormous  sum  of 
$800,000,  as  is  estimated  by  the  chief  clerk,  especially  at  a 
time  when  the  deparlment  is  insolvent,  and  borrowing  from 
banks,  and  overdrawing  its  deposites  daily,  and  even  descend- 
ing to  ask  the  credit  of  individuals  to  sustain  it  in  its  most  ne- 
cessary functions. 

But,  admitting  the  sum  estimated  by  your  committee  to  be 
due  from  postmasters,  the  credits  of  the  department  will  stand 
thus: 

Amount  of  available  debts  for  postages  accruing  within  the 
quarter  enditig  I ho  l.st  day  of  Janttary,  1834,  $83,725 

Do.  do.  for  postages  accruing  in  the  quarter 
ending  the  1st  day  of  April,  1834,  205,704 

Funds  deposited  in  solvent  banks  31,546 

Making  the  aggregate  of  credits  considered  available,  $.320,975 
The  amount  of  debts  due  on  that  day,  as  stated  by  the  officers 
of  the  department,  was  $1,123,600 

Balance  against  the  department  on  final  settlement  of  all  its 
accounts,  would  be,  except  old  balances  prior  to  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1833,  $-803,625 

The  above  estimate  of  the  sums  due  from  the  department,  is 
taken  entirely  upon  the  credit  of  the  oflicers  of  the  bureaux  to 
which  the  superintendence  of  those  accounts  properly  belong. 
They  profess  to  have  given  them  with  all  piacticable  accuracy, 
and  your  committee,  having  no  particular  reason  to  doubt  their 
correctness,  have  not  gone  into  an  investigation  to  test  them. 

With  respect  to  the  credit  and  outstanding  claims  of  the  de- 
partment, your  committee  could  not  place  the  same  reliance  on 
the  general  estimate  presented  to  them.  The  amount  was  much 
larger  than  they  had  reason  to  suppose  w'as  correct  from  their 
knowledge  of  iho  general  course  ol  business  in  the  department; 
and  their  investigation  has  satisfied  them  that  the  error  was 
even  larger  than  they  at  fir^t  anticipated,  amounting,  as  has 
been  already  shown,  to  upw'ards  of  $500,000. 

Y’^our  committee  have  also  made,  and  here  present,  an  esti- 
mate of  the  revenue  ami  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1833,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that, 
without  some  real  and  substantial  reform  in  the  management  of 
its  concerns,  there  is  little  prospect  that  it  will  extricate  itself 
from  the  present  embarrassments. 

It  appears,  as  slated  above,  that  the  receipts  fnr  post- 
ages in  that  quarter  amounted  to  $467,449 

The  transportation  for  the  same  quarter 
amounted  to  $5-22,714 

Add  incidental  expenses  to  27,935 

Total  expenditure,  $.5.50,109 

Excess  of  expenditure  over  the  revenue  $82,660 

Whieh  continuing  in  the  same  ratio  throughout  the 
year,  would  bear  an  annual  deficit  of  $340,640 

An  opinion  was  expressed  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  present  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  November  13, 
1827,  that  the’ deparlment,  by  a vigilant  administration  of  its  af- 
fairs, would  be  able  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  community. 
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and  ill  a few  years  to  pay  into  the  treasury  an  annual  sum  of 
^500,000.  This  estimate  seems  to  have  been  grounded  upon 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  receipts  for  post.ages,  the  iinpi  oveinent 
of  roads  and  means  of  conveyance,  and  the  great  and  increas- 
ing number  of  passengers  in  the  stages,  whicli  add  to  the  profits 
of  the  contractor,  and  thereby  lessen  the  cost  of  transportation 
of  the  mail.  And  your  committee  entertain  no  doubt  ihat,  had 
its  affairs  been  conducted  prudently,  with  a view  to  the  public 
interest,  the  anticipation  would  at  this  time  have  been  realized; 
unless,  indeed,  it  should  have  been  thought  expedient  to  reduce 
the  postages,  and  thus  relieve  the  community  from  a part  of 
its  present  burden  in  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  gene- 
ral diffusion  of  knowledge. 

In  order  to  present  this  subject  more  distinctly  to  the  senate, 
your  committee  have  taken,  and  here  present,  a comparative 
view  of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  department  (or  the 
four  first  years  preceding,  and  the  four  years  next  following,  the 
time  at  which  it  was  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
present  postmaster  general. 

They  find  that,  on  the  first  July,  1825,  there  was  a surplus 
fund  of  ^283,089  00 

That  on  the  1st  July,  1829,  the  surplus  fund  was, 
according  to  the  statemerit  of  the  former  post- 
master general. 

But  according  to  the  statement  of  the  present  post- 
master general,  it  was  reduced  to 

Which,  for  the  purpose  of  the  present  estimate 
merely,  your  committee  assume  to  be  correct. 

And  on  this  supposition,  the  available  funds  of 
the  department  were  diminished  in  four  years,  52,600  00 
The  receipts  for  postages  during  that  four  years, 

were  6,167  519  00 


289,140  17 
230,489  00 


And  the  expenditures  for  the  four  years  ,(|^6,220,119  00 

The  amount  of  funds  sunk  by  the  department  sinoe  it  came 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  present  postmaster  general, 
beyond  the  amount  ofiis  receipts,  is 

1st.  The  sum  on  hand,  according  to  his  statement  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1829,  ^230,489 

Amount  of  debts  on  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  over  and 
above  its  available  funds,  803,625 


Aggregate, 


$1,034,114 


Four-fifths  of  that  sum  supposed  to  have  been  ex- 
pended in  the  four  first  years  of  the  present  post- 
master general 

And  the  aggregate  revenues  of  the  department  for 
those  four  years,  was  ^ 

Making  the  aggregate  expenditures  for  the  last  nam- 


$827,271 

8,731,032 


ed  four  years 


$9,558, .303 


Excess  of  expenditures  over  the  preceding  four 
years,  $3,338,184 

Within  that  time,  some  new  mail  routes  were  established, 
and  some  improvements  were  made  in  previously  existing 
routes,  but  all  these  bear  a very  small  proportion  to  the  in- 
crease of  expenditures.  Possessing,  therefore,  as  this  depart- 
ment has  done,  those  increased  elements  of  prosperity  and 
means  of  usefulness,  it  appeared  obvious  to  your  committee 
that  there  must  have  been  mismanagement  of  its  affairs,  and 
a lavish  expenditure  of  its  funds,  to  rtiduce  it  in  so  short  a time 
to  its  present  insolvent  condition,  and  to  render  necessary  the 
appropriation  of  so  large  a sum  as  four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  from  the  treasury  to  enable  the  postmaster  general 
to  redeem  its  credit,  and  carry  on  its  essential  operations. 

And  before  determining  whether  they  should  recommend 
such  appropriation,  your  committee  thought  it  their  duty  to 
ascertain,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  accuracy  of  the  several  of- 
ficial statetnents  \yhich  were  made  to  them,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  from  time  to  time  been  transmitted  to  congress 
touching  the  condition  of  the  depaitment;  also,  that  they  should 
investigate  the  cause  of  the  sudden  insolvency  of  this  import- 
ant department  of  the  government,  which  has  heretofore  sus- 
tained itself  from  its  own  resources,  which,  in  former  years, 
actually  contributed  1,103,063  dollars  to  the  general  revenues  of 
the  country,  and  which  was,  but  a few  years  since,  in  a most 
nourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

The  prosecution  of  that  inquiry  was  attended  with  much  dif- 
ficulty and  embarrassment. 

The  annual  reports  of  all  contracts  entered  into  by  the  de- 
partment within  the  preceding  year,*  have  in  two  instances, 
been  wholly  omitted  by  the  postmaster  general,  and,  in  a third, 
the  report  came  in  too  late  to  be  referred  to  by  your  committee, 
and  to  aid  them  in  their  investigation.  No  answer  has  yet  been 
given  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  a resolution  of  the  se- 
nate adopted  on  the  llth  day  of  March  last,  on  motion  of  one  of 
your  cornmittee,  which  calls  for  copies  of  llie  duplicates  of  con- 
tracts,  bids  and  extra  allowances  which  the  law  requiresf  should 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury.  The 
duplicates  of  contracts  and  bids  are  said  to  have  been  consum 
ed  in  the  treasury  building;  and  it  was  also  communicated  to  us 
by  the  officer  employed  to  answer  the  call,  that  no  statement  of 

*Law  of  1808,  v.  2,  p.  1,092.  ~ ^ ' 

flSiaS,  vol.  3,  p.  1,088,  s.  10. 


extra  allowances  had  been  filed  there  by  the  present  postmaster 
general.  And  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  .vhich  ac- 
companied the  [iresident’s  niessage  at  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
sent congress  apprizes  us  that  his  prior  reports,  as  to  the  Imbi- 
lilies  and  resources  of  the  dcpurlim  nt,  are  erroneous.  Thus 
the  checks,  few  and  ineffectual  as  they  are,  which  the  law  im- 
poses upon  the  transactions  of  the  departin*  nt,  having  been  in 
a great  measure  disregarded,  or  rendered  abortive,  and  no  cer- 
tain means  being  left  us  to  determine  the  accuracy  <d  the  state- 
ments and  reports  issuing  from  it,  except  by  causing  calcula- 
tions to  be  made  in  all  cases  where  there  were  data  to  lound 
them,  and  by  comparing  these  repoits With  themselves,  and 
with  each  other,  your  committee  adopted  this  course  and  thus 
they  believe  have  been  able  to  arrive  at  a conclusion  very  near- 
ly correct,  as  to  the  general  value  of  those  reports  and  state- 
ments. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  increase  of  expense  in  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  the  postmaster  general  has,  in  his  several 
annual  reports,  presented  us  an  enormous  increase  also  of  mail 
transportation.  In  his  report  accompanying  the  presidents’s  mes- 
sage of  December,  1832,  he  states  timt  the  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  on  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  was  13,700,000  miles; 
and  in  that  accompanying  the  president’s  message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  congress,  he  states  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1833,  it  was  26,854,485  miles,  making  an  in- 
crease of  transportation  from  the  1st  July,  1829,  to  the  1st  July, 
1833,  of  13,154,485  miles. 

From  the  knowledge  which  your  committee  possessed  of  the 
general  situation  and  business  of  the  department  at  those  pe- 
riods, it  appeared  to  them  that  the  statement  carried  the  stamp 
of  improbability  upon  its  very  face.  They,  therefore,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  as  nearly  as  possible  the  state  of  the 
matter,  called  on  the  officers  of  the  department  for  the  particu- 
lar data  on  which  they  had  founded  their  estimates,  and  asked 
also  for  the  original  paper  showing  the  calculations;  but  they 
were  told  that  those  papers  were  all  destroyed.  Your  com- 
mittee having  subpoenaed  doctor  Phineas  Bradley  to  attend  be- 
fore them,  and  give  evidence,  placed  in  his  hands  the  advertise- 
ments for  mail  contracts,  and  the  book  containing  the  state- 
ment of  extra  allowances,  and  gave  directions  that  he  should 
be  furnished  with  all  such  information  from  the  deparlineiit  as 
would  enable  him  to  make  a full  and  fair  estimate;  and  they 
instructed  him  to  make  out  and  report  to  them,  under  oath,  a 
true  statement  of  the  amount  of  transportation,  in  miles,  at  the 
periods  above  mentioned.  After  he  had  proceeded  very  far 
with  his  estimates,  and  was  nearly  ready  to  make  his  report, 
your  committee  was  informed,  through  their  chairman,  that  the 
calculations  from  which  the  report  of  transportation  for  1832, 
was  made  out,  had  been  found,  and  that  a copy  could  be  furnish- 
ed. It  was  accordingly  furnished,  but  came  too  late  for  your 
committee  to  compare  it  with  the  actual  routes  and  with  the 
advertisements  and  books  of  the  department.  And  it  contains 
nothing  of  itself  to  enable  us  to  detenr.ine  on  its  correctness.  It 
stands,  therefore,  on  precisely  the  same  ground  with  that  of  the 
annual  reports  above  mentioned,  and  requires  the  same  evi- 
dence to  sustain  it. 

The  report  of  doctor  Bradley,  in  whose  diligence,  integrity 
and  knowledge  of  the  subject,  we  have  the  fullest  reliance,  is 
hereto  attached,  verified  by  his  oath.  It  shows  that  the  trans- 
portations of  the  mail,  on  the  Ist^of  July,  1829,  just  after  the 
department  came  under  the  superintendence  of  the  present 
postmaster  general,  was  15,209,039  miles,  being  1,509,039  miles 
more  than  it  is  staled  in  the  annual  report  above  referred  to,  and 
that  the  transportation  on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  was  21,156,844, 
instead  of  26,854,485,  being  5,697,651  miles  less  than  the  post- 
master general  has  reported  it. 

j;_Thus,  by  underrating  the  amount  of  transportation  at  the  time 
he  came  into  office,  and  exaggerating  it  since  that  time,  the 
postmaster  general  has  fallen  into  an  error,  as  to  the  amount 
which  he  has  increased  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  of  no  less 
than  7,206,690  miles. 

Your  commiuee,  not  having  performed  personally  the  labor 
of  this  part  of  the  examination,  cannot  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  above  estimates,  but  they  believe  them  to  be  nearly  cor- 
rect; and,  if  they  err,  that  the  error  will  be  found  to  be  approach- 
ing too  near,  rather  than  in  departing  too  widely,  from  the  state- 
ments in  the  official  reports  of  the  department. 

The  annual  expenses  of  transporting  the  mail,  under  existing 
contracts,  with  alt  improvements,  was,  by  the  report  of  the  post- 
master general  of  the  30th  Nov.  1833,  set  down  at  2,033,289  42 
The  Blue  Book  of  Sept.  1832,  gives  the  aggregate  cf 

all  mail  contracts  and  extra  allowance  at  1,992,920  14 


Making  a difference  of  expenditure  not  accounted 
for,  of  $40,396  28 

This  difference  is  wholly  unexplained.  No  answer  has  yet 
been  given  to  a call  made  by  the  senate,  on  the  llth  day  of 
March  last,  on  a resolution  offered  by  one  of  your  committee, 
for  a statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  transportation  and  extra 
allowances,  if  any,  omitted  in  the  Blue  Book,  which  would  have 
enabled  them  to  present  an  explanation  of  the  discrepancy;  and 
we  can  perceive  of  no  mode  of  accounting  for  it,  consistent  with 
the  correct  administration  of  the  department,  and  a careful  and 
accurate  examination  of  the  papers  which  issue  from  it,  ar.d  un- 
der its  official  authority. 

Your  committee  lias  also  caused  to  be  selected  from  the  re- 
port (of  extra  allowances)  made  by  the  postmaster  general  to 
the  senate  on  the  5tli  day  of  March  last,  all  that  have  been  there 
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set  down  as  subsisliiii;  allowances  since  the  29lh  day  of  June, 
1833,  which  ought  to  include  all  that  are  euihraced  in  the  Dim; 
Book. 

Their  ag"rei;aie,  by  that  report,  amounts  to  $3.51 ,573  30 

Their  aggregate,  by  the  Blue  Book,  is  377,047  66 


Making  a difference  of  26,374  36 

Thus  the  Blue  Book  gives  an  aggregate  less  than  the  animal 
report,  of  40,369  02^ 

And  the  report  of  March  3,  1834,  less  than  the  Clue 

Book  23,374  36 


Error  between  the  annual  report  and  the  report  of 
March  3d,  1834  ^66,743  6Si 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  annual  report  accompanying 
the  president’s  message  of  Dec.  1st,  1832,  states  a surplus  of 
available  funds,  after  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  the  depart 
inent  down  to  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  at  .$‘202,811  40 

111  his  report,  of  Nov.  30,  1833,  he  .«ays,  that,  in- 
stead of  having  had  on  hand  that  amount  of  avail- 
able fund.s,the  department  was  at  that  lime  real- 
ly indebted  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  its  re- 
Bources,  including  its  credits  2,844  40 


Showing  an  admitted  error  in  that  report,  of  $205,655  80 

111  descendiilg  to  the  items,  and  comparing  one  by  one  the 
contracts,  as  set  forth  and  certified  in  one  report  of  the  postmas- 
ter general,  with  the  same  contracts  as  set  forth  in  another  of 
his  reports,  are  discrepancies  still  more  remarkable.  Your 
committee  have  set  forth  a few  of  these  instances  by  way  of  ex- 
ample. 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  the  18th  of  April, 
1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  12),  states  that  Stockton  and  Neill  had  con- 
tracted to  carry  the  mail  on  routes  Nos.  1,201,  1,202,  1,309  and 
1,400;  that  is  to  say,  Irom  Cuinhcriand  to  Wheeling,  Washing- 
ton to  Frederick  and  from  Frederick  to  Winchester,  at  $7,000 
per  annum. 

By  the  advertisements,  these  routes  were  to  go  into  operation 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1832. 

In  his  report  to  the  senate,  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc. 
138,  p.  204),  he  states  the  same  contract  at  15,950  dollars  per  an- 
num, exclusive  of  enormous  extra  allowances,  which,  as  they 
do  not  relate  to  the  branch  of  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion, we  pass  by  for  the  present.  The  difference  between  the 
report  of  this  contract  in  April,  1832,  and  March,  1834,  is  8,950 
dollars  per  annum,  amminiiiig,  in  the  lour  years,  tlie  duration 
of  the  contract,  to  35,000  dollars. 

In  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  17),  he  states 
that  R.  C.  Stockton  and  William  Neill  are  contractors  to  carry 
the  mail  on  route  No.  1.501,  and  others,  including  a large 
number  of  routes,  principally  in  Oliio,  at  an  annual  compensa- 
tion of  $30,000 

In  his  report  of  March  3,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  210),  he 
states  that  Win.  Neill  & Co.  are  contractors  on  the 
same  routes,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  50,410 

Making  a difference  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  per  an- 
num, of  20,410 

During  the  contract,  of  81,641 

In  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  4),  he  state.s  that 
Reeside  & Slaymaker  are  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Philadelphia  to  Piitshurgh,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  7,000 
From  Pittsburgh  to  Washington  1,250 


Making,  in  the  aggregate  8,250 

In  his  report  of  March  3,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  199),  he  slates 
the  contract  as  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Washington,  and  from  Washington  to  Wheeling,  at  an  annu- 
al compensation  of  27,070 

Making  a difference,  per  annum,  of  19,750 

And  in  four  years,  of  79,000 

7’he  line  from  Washington  to  Wheeling  is  included  in  the 
contract  of  Stockton  and  Neill,  in  the  report  of  April,  1832. 
(Doc.  138,  p.204.)  It  is  not  mentioned  as  a part  of  the  contract 
of  Reeside  and  Slaymaker. 

In  his  report  (Doc.  212,  p.  2),  of  the  18lh  of  April,  1832,  the 
postmaster  general  stales  that  James  Reeside  is  the  coiUraetor 
for  carrying  llie  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  Nr;W  York  daily,  at 


an  annual  compensation  of  $5,000 

In  his  report  (Doc.  138,  p.  186)  of  March  3,  1834,  he 
states  the  same  contract  as  twice  a day,  and  the 
compensation  per  annum  at  20,500 

Making  a difference,  per  annum,  of  14,500 

And  in  four  years,  of  $58,000 


These  are  but  a few  out  of  a numerous  class  of  cases,  many 
of  which  will  he  set  out  at  large  in  a subsequent  part  of  this  re- 
port. From  them  your  cominiitec  has  been  consliained  to  draw 
conclusions  most  unfavorable  to  the  general  accuiacy  of  the  de- 
partment, and  though  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  cases  which  fol- 
low have  been  differently  represented  in  different  reports  of  the 
deparimijnt,  they  are  not  selected  with  a special  view  to  that 
circunisiivncc.  We  detail  them  because  they  form  parts  of 
ttansactiotia  with  individuals,  some,  it  is  true,  of  small  imporl- 


nnee,  and  oiliers  of  great  magnitude,  but  altogether  involving 
aliiio.st  every  conceivable  variety  of  abuse;  some  ot  iliciii  m 
direct  violation  of  law,  and  some  subversive  oi  the  coininon 
principl(!s  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  between  man  and  man. 

'I'he  first  case  examined  by  your  coininittee  was  a contract 
vviiti  General  George  House,  ofGMlIipolis,  in  the  State  oi  Ohio, 
ami  Hie  following  is  the  transacliun,  somewhat  in  detail,  as  it 
appeared  in  evidence. 

At  the  leilmgs  (iJoc.  117,  p.  5),  in  October,  1830,  route  No. 
1,975,  Irom  Colesmouih  to  Gallipolis,  was  taken  by  John  Black 
at  the  yearly  compensation  of  .%;194,  commencing  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1831,  and  ending  the  31si  December,  1834. 

On  llie  tiles  of  the  de|iartmeiit,  is  a letter  from  House  to  the 
postmaster  general,  ilaled  at  V5'asliiiigton,  January  28ih,  1831, 
III  which  he  proposes  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a week  in  a 
steamboat  from  Charleston,  Keiihawa,  to  Gallipolis,  at  $30  per 
mile,  per  aimuin,  to  commence  as  soon  as  his  boat  should  be 
ready  in  the  spring;  and  he  adds,  that  his  proposition  is  made  in 
pursuance  of  a request  or  directions  of  Hie  department  made  to 
judge  Hayward  in  December  (then)  Inst.  The  estimated  dis- 
tance sixty  four  miles,  equal  to  $1,920  a year. 

Ill  a coiuiiiunication  from  O.  B.  Brown  to  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral, dated  the  lllh  of  February,  1831,  lie  slates  the  offer  of 
George  House  at  $1,000  for  carrying  the  mail  twice  a week  in  a 
steanihoat  on  the  same  route,  and  that  the  steamboat  will  be 
ready  ‘*say  the  first  of  April;”  lie  suggests  that  the  contract  u-ith 
Black  may  be  suspended,  and  asks  “shall  it  be  done?”  The  post- 
master general  endorses  on  the  paper  “let  it  he  done;”  and 
thereupon  Black  received  orders  to  discontinue  his  route  from 
Hie  1st  of  April,  1831.  No  coniiacl  appears  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted hy  House,  and  Black  cnnliniied  to  carry  Hie  mail  on  horse- 
back as  his  sub  contractor.  The  eflect  of  Hie  whole  transaction 
was  to  shift  the  contract  out  of  the  liands  of  Black,  and  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  House,  who  is  well  known  as  an  active  und  influ- 
ential political  parlir-an.  A letter  wiilleii  by  House  to  the  post- 
master general  on  the  2d  of  August,  1631,  states  that  he  had  not 
yet  got  his  steamboat  prepared,  and  does  not  know  when  he 
shall;  and  it  seems  that  he  never  did,  for  the  mail  is  still  carried 
on  horseback  on  that  route. 

At  the  letting  of  contracts  in  October,  1831,  route  No.  1,588, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis,  was  bid  off  by  A.  L.  Ross,  at 
$1,100  per  annum,  the  mail  to  be  carried  three  times  a week  in 
four-horse  post  coaches.  Ilis  hid  was  accepted,  and,  in  the  re- 
port (Doc.  212,  p.  20),  of  the  18tli  of  April,  1832,  he  appears  aa 
the  contractor. 

On  the  7ih  day  of  October,  1831,  a letter  was  written  by  O. 
B.  Brown  to  Ross,  informing  him  that  tlie  acceptance  of  liis  hid 
was  suspended,  and  that  the  department  wished  him  to  give  it 
up,  as  it  was  iinportaiii  that  the  stage  line  from  Chillieoihe  to 
Gallipolis,  should  he  connected  with  the  steanihoat  line  from 
Gallipolis  to  Charleston:  Ross  reluctantly  yielded  to  the  requi- 
sition, and  the  mail  upon  that  route  was  carried  by  House,  for 
some  lime,  but  without  any  contract  and  without  any  written 
and  accepted  offer.  There  was  exhibited  to  your  cominillee  a 
letter  from  House  to  O.  B.  Brown,  without  date  or  post  mark, 
in  which  he  says  he  has  carried  the  mail  from  Chillicothe  to 
Gallipoli.s,  and  from  Gallipolis  to  Colesmouih,  since  the  1st  of 
.January,  1832,  without  any  contract;  and  in  this  letter  was  en- 
veloped and  filed,  a paper',  also  without  date,  containing  a pro- 
position by  general  House  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a week 
in  four  horse  post  eoaclies  from  Chillicotlie  to  Gallipolis,  and 
three  times  a week  from  Gallipolis  to  Colesmouih,  on  horse- 
back, for  the  yearly  compensation  of  $2,600.  On  the  hack  of 
this  paper  is  endorsed,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral “allowed  to  take  place  from  the  1st  of  January,  1832.”  All 
these  paiiers,  and  the  filing  and  entries  upon  them,  are  without 
date,  anti  the  officers  of  the  department  can  give  no  account  of 
the  time  of  their  execution.  Some  accidental  writing  in  pencil 
on  one  of  the  papers  does,  however,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
they. are  all  of  very  recent  origin,  and  the  contract  which  was  at 
last  executed,  pursuant  to  this  proposition,  appears  by  the  jurat 
to  have  been  executed  on  the  27lh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1833. 

Thus  were  there  two  contracts  transferred  from  their  legal 
owners,  against  whom  there  was  no  complaint,  to  gen.  George 
House,  at  a clear  loss  to  the  depart  men  t of  $1,206  a year,  amount- 
ing in  the  four  years  to  $4,824,  which  sum  is,  in  effect,  a gift  fo 
that  individual,  made  in  violation  of  law,  and  under  a succes- 
sion of  pretences,  which  had  no  foundation  in  fact. 

By  the  act  of  the  15th  day  of  June,  1832,  a mail  route  was  ea- 
tahlislied  from  Chicago  to  Green  Bay,  in  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan; but  in  the  proposals  published  by  the  department  on  tlie 
24th  of  July  following,  this  route  is  not  included,  and  no  notice 
whatever  was  published  hy  order  of  the  department  for  propo- 
sals on  that  route.  O.  B.  Brown,  an  officer  in  the  department, 
who  made  out  the  list  of  proposals,  being  sworn,  stated  it  as  his 
belief,  that  the  omission  happened  in  consequence  of  the  law 
establishing  the  post  routes  not  having  been  published  at  the 
time  he  made  out  the  advertisement,  and  that  he  took  it  from  a 
copy  of  the  bill  which  afterwards  underwent  alteration.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  law  was  approved  on  the  15fh  day  of  June,  1832; 
the  advertisement  vva.s  signed  hy  the  postmaster  general  on  the 
24th  of  July  following;  and  it  further  appears,  that  this  route 
was  upon  the  bill  a.s  it  was  first  introduced  into  the  bouse,  and 
was  never  struck  out,  or  underwent  the  slightest  alteration, 
during  its  progress. 

John  T.  Temple,  then  a clerk  in  the.  department,  made  nut  a 
bid  in  the  name  of  Asahel  Savery,  of  Michigan,  hy  which  lie  of- 
fered to  transport  the  mail  on  horseback  on  that  route  once  iu 
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two  weeks,  for  3,000  dollars,  or  once  a week  for  3,500  dollars  a 
year,  which  was  accepted.  There  was  afterwards  a represen- 
tation made  by  Asahtd  Savery,  in  the  handwriting  ot  John  T. 
Temple,  stating  that  the  bid  was  too  low,  and  that  he  would 
*ufter  very  heavy  loss  by  the  contract.  The  distance  is  two 
Jtnndred  and  fifty  miles.  The  fair  value  of  the  service  does  not 
.exceed  IjSOO  or  1,500  dolla/s. 

The  postmaster  general,  upon  this  repri sentalion,  made  an' 
additional  allowance  of  1,000  dollars  a year,  and  the  contract 
•jwas  accordingly  executed  by  Savory,  and  assigned  to  Temple. 

In  this  manner  Dr.  Tem|de,  by  means  of  his  situation  in  the 
.department,  obtained  a contract  giving  him  4,500  dollars,  for 
parrying  the  mail  250  miles  on  liorseback.  weekly,  for  which 
service  it  is  believed  1,500  dollars  would  be  a very  large  com- 
pensation; much  more  indeed  than  the  state  of  things  would 
justify.  The  route  is  an  unimportant  one,  the  net  amount  of 
postage  received  upoy  itj  after  leaving  Chicago  to  its  termina- 
tion at  Green  Bay  inclusive,  falls  short  of  the  one-tenth  part  of 
the  sum  given  to  Temple  on  this  contract,  which  aggregate  sum 
.equals.,  it  is  believed,  the  net  proceeds  of  postages  received  in 
vtlje  whole  territory  of  Michigan. 

Prior  to  the  lettings  in  October,  1831,  Lindsay  and  Sharflen 
were  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from  Hagerstown  to 
McConnellsburgh,  and  at  those  lettings  they  again  bid  to  carry 
{the  mail  three  times  a week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  at  300 
dollars,  or  daily  at  600  dollars  a year.  James  Iteeside  bid  for 
the  game  at  40  to  99  dollars  improved.  The  hid  of  lleeside  was 
accepted,  ami  he  is  set  down,  in  the  report  of  the  postmaster 
general  of  the  18th  of  yVpril,  1832,  as  the  contractor,  at  40  dol- 
lars a year.  In  the  report  of  extra  allowances  of  the  3d  of 
jVIarch,  1834,  no  extra  allowance  on  this  contract  is  noted,  but 
jn  that  part  of  the  same  report  which  gives  a statement  of  tlie 
retrenchments  ordered,  this  route  is  noted  thus  (in  page  253) 
“1,231,  Hagerstown  to  McConnellsburgh,  Janies  lleeside  four 
.weekly  trips,  reduced  700  dollars.  Not  understanding  [irecisely 
how  700  dollars  could  be  deducted  from  40  dollars,  without  first 
adding  something  to  the  lesser  sum,  a member  of  your  commit- 
tee, who  happened  to  discover  the  discrepancy,  gave  to  their 
derk  a written  paper,  stating  the  difficulty  and  requesting  an 
explanation,  and  asking  also  for  a copy  of  some  papers,  which 
it  was  supposed  would  show  the  true  nature  of  this  and  one 
other  transaction.  There  was  much  delay  and  prevarication 
before  any  distinct  answer  was  given  to  the  inquiry,  and  then 
the  postmaster  general  declined  answering  it,  because  it  was 
mot  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  commitlee.  This  difficulty 
was  reqipved.  The  chairman  signed  the  paper,  and  some  few 
days  after,  and  after  the  arrival  of  James  lleeside,  the  contrac- 
tor, in  the  city,  the  postrna^ter  general  sent  in  his  answer  on  the 
15th  day  of  .May,  1834,  which  accompanies  this  report. 

iln  this,  he  says,  that  after  tlie  contract  was  adjudged  to  Ree- 
,side  on  his  bid  of  40  dollars  or  99  dollars  improved,  he  was  or- 
dered to  run  daily,  instead  of  tri-weekly,  and  the  amount  of 
.compensation  for  increased  service  was  left  unsettled.  The  re- 
port goes  on  to  state  that  Reeside  represented  to  the  postmaster 
general  that  there  had  been  two  mistakes  in  his  bid;  that  he  had 
made  it  out  in  pencil  marks,  and  his  clerk  had  blundered  in  co- 
pying it.  That  the  40  dollars  was  intended  for  1, '400,  and  the 
^9  dollars,  which  occurred  twice,  was  intended  for  1,999,  and 
the  postmaster  general  adds  that  Q.  B.  Brown  reported  to  him 
at  another  time  these  sayings  of  Reeside,  and  stated  that  there 
no  other  bid  on  this  route.  Mr.  Reeside  was  therefore  al- 
, lowed, to  cprrect  his  bid,  making  it  1,400  and  1,900,  instead  of 
,4Q  and  99.  The  report  proceeds  to  say  that  Mr.  Brown  also  was 
mistaken;  that  there  were  in  fact  several  other  bids,  and  that,  as 
soon  as  this  was  made  known  to  the  postmaster  general,  he 
promptly  informed  the  contractor  that  his  contract  should  be 
reduced  to  the  amount  at  wliieh  it  would  have  been  fixed  had 
he  known  tl^e  other  bids  at  the  time  it  was  arranged.  The  time 
at  which'this  discovery  was  made,  and  the  notice  given  not  be- 
ing named  in  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  your  commit- 
tee inquired  of  him  on  that  subject,  and  he  stated  that  it  took 
place  after  he  received  the  before  mentioned  informal  inquiry 
from  a member  of  the  committee. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  other  inquiries,  informal  as  that  when 
first  presented  had  been  theretofore  aniended  without  objec- 
tion; and  your  committee  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  the 
ihfisitaUoh  at  first  manifested,  and  the  refusal  at  last  to  answer, 
was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time,  and  waiting  the  ar- 
, rival  of  the  contractor  (who  had  been  subpoenaed  by  your  com- 
mittee) that  a better  countenance  might  be  put  upon  it  than  its 
naked  features  exhibited. 

James  Reeside  is  also  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Baltimore  to  Chambersburgh,  77  miles,  daily,  four  4 horse  post 
coaches,  at  1,900  dollars  a year,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1832. 
The  schedule  was  so  changed  puthe  29th  December,  1832,  as 
fo  lessen  the  tiipe,  and  consequently,  to  increase  the  speed,  but 
the  difference  was  so  light  as  to  be  wholly  unnoticed  by  a sub- 
contractor on  a part  of  the  route,  who  was  examined  by  your 
committee;  and  on  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  long  after  the  change 
of  the  schedule,  the  contract  is  reported  to  congress  (Doc.  212, 

. 15), as  subsisting  at  1,900  dollars.  In  the  report  of  the  3d  of 
larch,  1834,  which  professes  to  give  ail  the  extra  allowances, 
there  is  none  stated  on  this  route,  but  in  that  part  of  that  report 
which  gives  the  curtailment  of  mail  facilities,  (Doc.  138,  p.  253), 
the  “increased  expedition”  is  reduced  to  1,595  dollars  yearly; 
.and,  on  examination  of  the  books  of  the  department,  it  appears 
(that  the  contractor  did  iu  fact  receive  on  that  route  3,495  dol- 


lars ye.irly,  instead  of  1,900  didlar.«;  to  which  sum,  and  no 
more,  he  was  entitled  by  fair  and  legal  contract. 

The  increased  e.vpedition  was  <tf  impurtaiic-’  to  the  contractor, 
lo  enable  him  to  coni|iete  with  other  rapid  line-  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ol  any 
considerable  value  to  the  public,  and  had  it  bei.n  of  importance, 
the  increased  compensation  is  much  too  great  for  the  additional 
service  rendered. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212, 
p.  2),  that  James  Reeside  is  the  contractor  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  N.  York,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  daily,  at  an  annual  compensation  of  6,000 
dollars,  for  four  years  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1832. 

By  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  the  contract  is  stated 
at  twice  a day,  and  the  annual  compensation  (Doc.  138,  p.  186), 


at  ■ $20,500 

He  was  allowed  (p.  187),  for  extra  services,  a yearly 
compensation  of  5,125 

Increasing  the  compensation  on  this  route  from  6,000 
dollars,  the  legal  contract,  to  25,625 

And  an  express  mail  was  ordered  to  be  run  on  the 
same  route,  at  a yearly  compensation  of  3,150 


Making  the  grand  total,  yearly  28,775 


In  his  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  131),  the 
postmaster  general  states  that  James  Clark  is  the  contractor  for 
carrying  the  mail  from  Bedford  to  Blair’s  Gap,  and  from  Blair’s 
Gap  to  Cumberland,  once  a week,  on  horseback,  from  the  1st 
Jan.  1832,  to  the  31st  Dec.  1835,  at  a yearly  compensation  of 
$275.  In  the  report  of  3d  March,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  198),  James 
Reeside  is  reitorlcd  to  be  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on 
these  routes,  (Nos.  1,215  and  1,230),  from  Cumberland  to  Blair’s 
Gap,  three  times  a week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  at  an  an- 
nual compensation  of  4,500  00 

And  on  the  25th  of  February,  1833,  he  was  directed  to 
run  daily  between  Bedford  and  Blair’s  Gap,  at  an  ad- 
ditional compensation  of  2,911  78 

Thus  the  legal  contract  of 275  dollars  has  arisen  to  7,411  78 
James  Reeside  and  S.  11.  Slaymaker  were  contractors  for  car- 
rying the  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  for  a yearly  com- 
pensation of  7,000 

From  Pittsburgh  to  Washington,  Pennsylvania  1,250 

Aggregate  8,250 

As  by  the  report  of  the  18th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  4 and 

11). 

In  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc.  138,  p.  199),  they 
are  stated  to  be  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  on  the  same 
routes,  and,  in  addition  thereto,  from  Washington  to  Wheeling, 
in  Virginia,  (which  is  also  covered  by  the  contract  of  Stockton 


and  Neill),  at  an  annual  compensation  of  27,000 

On  the  5lh  of  May,  1833,  there  was  made  on  this  route 
a yearly  extra  allowance  from  April  1,  1832,  of  10,000 

And  there  was  ordered  an  express  mail  on  the  same 
route,  to  be  run  by  James  Reeside,  from  Philadelphia 
to  Pittsburgh,  at  a yearly  allowance  of  3,150 

Increasing  the  compensation  on  this  route  from  $8,250, 
yearly,  to  $40,150 


The  above  are  but  a few  out  of  the  many  contracts  held  by 
James  Reeside  and  others  his  partners.  The  allowances  in  the 
above  cases,  beyond  the  amount  of  their  open  bids  and  fair  and 
legal  contracts,  in  $62,316  78  a year;  amounting,  during  the 
continuance  of  their  contracts,  to  the  enormous  sum  of  $249,267 
12,  given  to  these  contractors  by  the  department,  without  ad- 
vertising and  without  competition. 

The  amount  of  these  allowances  were  somewhat  reduced  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  in  consequence  of  the  insolvency  of 
the  department. 

' It  will  be  noticed  in  these  and  many  similar  cases  of  favored 
contractors,  that,  where  they  are  concerned,  competition  is  ab- 
solutely put  down,  and  the  notice  published  pursuant  to  law, 
inviting  competition  and  the  public  biddings,  are  but  mere  masks 
to  cover  their  secret  transactions.  The  route  is  not  advertised 
as  it  is  to  be  run;  and  before  it  is  put  into  operation,  some  im- 
provement, generally  comporting  with  an  alternative  proposi- 
tion in  the  bid,  is  ordered,  and  the  original  contract  is  merged 
and  lost  in  the  improvement.  The  compensation  agreed  to  by 
the  legal  contract  is,  in  some  instances,  so  insignificant,  that  it 
is  hardly  wOrth  adding  in  as  an  item  in  the  aggregate  allowance. 

But  it  has  not  been  thought  necessary,  in  all  cases,  to  pre- 
serve even  the  cover  of  increased  services,  as  an  excuse  for 
these  extra  allowances.  The  10,000  dollars  yearly  allowed  to 
Reeside  & Slaymaker,  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  Pitts- 
burgh, is  wholly  without  this  apology.  'I'he  allowance  was  for 
hardships  incurred  in  the  performance  of  a stipulated  service, 
not  for  any  thing  done  which  their  contract  did  not  require  of 
them.  The  whole  hardship,  too,  as  proved  by  the  testimony  of 
Reeside,  was  this:  The  mail  was  so  heavy  for  three  of  their  (rips 
weekly,  as  to  prevent  their  taking  in  a full  load  of  passengers 
on  those  trips;  by  which  it  would  seem  that  the  department, 
after  paying  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  thi^.'  route, 
something  more  than  30,006  dollars,  was  also  held  bound  to  pay 
the  contractor  extra  for  whatever  expense  and  inaonyenience 
the  transportation  of  ilie  mail  might  occasion  him.  Or  rather, 
to  give  tlie  transaction  its  true  character,  this  ten  thousand  dol- 
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lars  a year  was  a giftt  out  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  to 
these  contractors:  and  there  are  some  further  ciicnmslances  at- 
tending it,  vvliich,  on  the  mostcatelul  iniiniry  by  your  commit- 
tee, are  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

'J’he  evidence  shews  that  lleeside  St  Slaymalter,  represent 
two  coinpanie.s  wliicli  sliare  equ.illy  in  the  profit  and  loss  on 
this  line.  'I’he  money  accruing  for  iran.-portaiion  i.s  received 
liy  lleeside  & dlaymaker,  a moiety  liy  each,  and  distributed  by 
them  to  their  respeciive  companies.  Tlii.s  cxir.i  allowance  of 
ien  thousand  dollars  was  received  by  them  on  the  5lh  olMay, 
18.13,  and  no  jiart  of  it  has  yet  been  i)aid  over  by  either  ol  them 
to  their  partners,  or  entered  upon  any  account  book  of  the  com- 
panies. lleeside,  on  his  e.vaminalion,  stated  that  they  had  kept 
this  back  to  pay  some  old  debts  of  the  companies,  which  they 
supposed  had  been  jirovided  for,  but  which  wi:re,  unexpectedly 
foutid  to  e.Kceed  the  sum  appropriated  for  their  payment.  Hut 
being  specially  interrogated,  he  stated  tliat  this  nne.xpecled  de- 
ficit did  not  exceed  five  thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  and  that 
it  was  not  discovered  to  exist  until  about  three  months  after 
the  first  ten  thousand  dollars  of  this  extra  allowance  was  re- 
ceived by  him  and  Sl.aymaker.  The  whole  amount  so  receiv- 
ed, and  so  retained  by  them  on  this  account,  appears  to  have 
been  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  atid  sixty-six  dollars,  sixty- 
six  and  two-thirds  cents.  The  allowance  of  this  money  and  its 
application  are  alike  remarkble. 

There  were  also  certain  pecuniary  transactions  of  a private 
nature,  between  these  contractors  and  some  of  the  officers  of 
the  department,  which  came  under  the  notice  of  your  commit- 
tee, which,  in  their  opinion,  merit  consideration. 

Some  time  in  the  year  1832,  O.  B.  Browti  api)lied  to  Slayma- 
ker  for  a small  loan  of  money,  (300  dollars),  which  Slaymaker 
accordingly  lent  him,  but  took  no  note,  and  made  no  memoran- 
dum of  the  transaction,  WticA  took  place  in  the  presence  of  no 
one  bat  themselves.  At  another  time,  Mr.  Brown  asked  Slay- 
maker  if  he  could  lend  him  three  thousand  dollars  at  the  usual 
rate  of  interest.  This  also  was  promised:  and  some  time  after, 
about  the  first  of  January,  1833,  Mr.  Brown  renewed  his  request, 
and  said  he  had  made  a purchase  of  the  property  of  Dr.  Temple, 
on  the  faith  of  the  promised  loan.  The  witness  stated  before  the 
committee,  that,  at  that  lime,  he  had  not  the  required  sum  of  mo- 
ney at  command,  but  undertook  to  raise  it,  and  accordingly  did 
raise  it,  by  means  ofdraughts.  These  draughts  w ere  two  in  num- 
ber, for  fifteen  hundred  dollars  each,  drawn  by  Sam’l  11.  Slayma- 
ker on  O.  B.  Brown,  and  endorsed  by  James  lleeside,  and  pay- 
able at  ninety  days  date.  They  were  negotiated  at  the  West- 
ern bank,  in  Philadelphia,  and  sent  to  the  Patriotic  bank,  in 
Washington  city,  for  collection.  They  were  paid  at  maturity 
by  the  proceeds  of  a draught  drawn  by  James  lleeside  on  O.  B. 
Brown,  for  three  thousand  dollars,  at  ninety  days.  This 
draught  was  suffered  to  pass  a day  or  tw'o  beyond  its  maturity 
without  payment;  but  on  the  18th  of  July  it  was  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  a draught  drawn  by  Samuel  R.  Slaymaker  on  James 
lleeside,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  and  one  thousand  dollars  in 
cash  paid  by  Slaymaker;  and  O.  B.  Brown,  at  the  same  time, 
drew  on  Reeside  for  two  thousand  dollars,  which  draughts 
were  sent  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  for  collection.  It  appears 
that  neither  Reeside  nor  Slaymaker  made  any  charge,  or  kept 
any  memoranda  of  these  transactions;  that  they  have  no  note 
or  acknowledgment  of  Brown,  showing  his  liability  to  them, 
unless  it  be  the  draughts  which  were  taken  up,  which  Slayma- 
ker says  he  thinks  he  preserved,  but  of  which  he  does  not  pro- 
fess to  be  certain,  lie,  nevertheless,  denies  absolutely  that  it 
was  intended  as  a docenr  or  gratuity  to  Brown.  Reeside  states 
that  Brown  paid  him  one  thousand  dollars  in  part  of  this  loan. 
But  this  transaction  is  the  more  remarkable  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  another,  testified  to  by  Edwin  Porter,  which  will 
be  found  in  another  part  of  this  report.  In  that  case.  Brown 
was,  shortly  before  atid  shortly  after  this  transaction,  the  lend- 
er of  very  large  sums  of  money  to  Porter,  on  interest. 

it  also  appears  that,  in  the  spring  or  summer  of  1831,  Mr. 
Barry  applied  to  Reeside,  in  Philadelphia,  to  assist  him  in  ne- 
gotiating an  acceptance  for  1,000  dollars,  to  raise  some  money 
for  his  (Mr.  Barry’s)  individual  use.  Instead  of  doing  this, 
Reeside  advanced  him  the  1,000  dollar.*;;  and  he  stated  before 
the  committee  that  Mr.  Barry  paid  it  by  his  acceptance  at  a 
short  date,  which  he  (Reeside)  negotiated  in  the  Schuylkill 
bank.  On  inquiry  of  the  cashiei  of  the  Schuylkill  bank,  we 
were  informed  that  no  such  acceptance  was  negotiated  there. 
Your  committee,  having  collated  the  evidence  touching  these 
transactions,  leave  them  without  comment. 

In  some  of  the  contracts  above  examined,  and  many  others 
that  passed  under  the  notice  of  your  committee,  very  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  paid  by  the  department,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a second,  and  sometimes  a t/iird,  daily  line  on  the 
same  route. 

When  the  contracts  for  a regular  daily  mail  have  been  adver 
tised  and  let  out  pursuant  to  law,  your  committ<*e  can  look  upon 
these  expenditures  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  an  enortnous 
waste  of  the  public  funds.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  the 
contract  from  Philadelphia  to  Piltsbii'gli,  and  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Washington,  hrou!rht  up,  as  we  have  already  shown,  from 
8,250  dollars  to  40,1.50  dollars — while  a single  mail,  in  each  way 
daily,  on  that  line,  is  all  the  public  service,  or  the  business  of 
the  country  does  require,  or  ever  has  recpiired.  Additional 
lines  of  stages  there  are  convenient  only  for  the  transportation 
of  pa.ssengers,  and,  whenever  the  business  of  the  country  re- 
quires them,  th(;y  spring  up  of  themselves  without  the  aid  of 
government.  And  those  opposition  lines,  which  are  got  up  by 


individual  enterprise,  serve  the  interest  of  the  travelling  public 
as  well,  and  perhaps  better,  than  the  additional  daily  lines  of 
coaches,  all  subject  to  the  control  of  the  same  individuals, 
whicii,  uiidei  the  name  of  additional  mails,  are  sustained  by 
eiioriiious  bounties  mu  id'  the  public  piu.-e. 

'Pile  monopoly  set  up  by  the  e.stahlisliment  of  these  additional 
daily  mails,  and  express  mails,  is  of  the  most  pernicious 
tendency.  They  eii.ihle  the  large  mail  contractors  to  put  down 
and  ruin  any  man  who  shall  attempt  to  compete  with  them  m 
the  traiisportaiioii  of  passengers;  and  thus,  lor  want  of  that 
wholesome  couipetition  which  the  natural  course  of  things 
would  otherwise  create,  are  travellers  delivered  over  to  the 
mail  contractors  and  their  servants  as  a kind  of  property,  to  be 
dealt  with,  and  disposed  of.  for  the  time  being,  according  to 
their  good  pleasure. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  your  committee,  by  these  remarks,  to 
arraign  the  conduct  of  any  class  of  individuals.  These  men, 
like  all  others,  pursue  their  own  individual  interest,  and  many 
of  them  labor  assiduously  for  the  comfort  and  accommudution 
of  the  public.  It  is  our  purpose  to  mark  the  general  tendency  of 
things, and  few  travellers  can  have  failed  to  observe  that  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  the  passenger  in  the  mail  stage  is  promot- 
ed by  the  existence  of  an  efficient  opposition  on  the  same  route. 

But  besides  the  general  effect  of  these  second  and  third  daily 
mails  to  put  down  opposition  lines,  an  agreement,  of  which  that 
is  one  of  the  avowed  objects,  entered  into  between  two  large 
companies  of  contractors,  each  running  those  additional  lines, 
and  each  in  the  receipt  of  very  large  extra  allowances,  appears 
to  have  been  made  with  the  approbation  of  the  department,  and 
filed  among  its  archives  to  be  safely  kept  and  officially  enforced. 
In  one  clause  it  binds  the  contracting  parties,  under  a penalty, 
to  transport  no  passengers  for  less  than  a stipulated  price.  It 
also  binds  them  to  use  their  efforts  to  put  down  an  opposition 
line  which  apjiears  to  be  established  on  one  of  their  routes,  and 
not  to  receive  any  passengers  who  shall  have  been  carried  on  any 
part  of  the  route  in  an  opposition  coach. 

Your  committee  have  caused  a copy  of  this  agreement  to  be 
appended  to  this  report,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that,  as  an  act 
countenanced,  encouraged,  or  sanctioned  by  the  department, 
or  any  of  its  officers,  it  is,  in  the  above  mentioned  particulars, 
an  unjust  invasion  of  private  rights. 

The  express  mails  which  have  been  above  noticed  by  your 
committee,  are,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain,  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  another  line  of  mail  coaches,  sent  for  no  special  pur- 
pose, or  on  any  special  einergem.y;  probably  applied  for  because 
it  was  found  profitable  to  run  a third  line  of  coaches  for  the 
transportation  ol'  passengers,  and  granted  because  they  were 
applied  for.  Your  committee  look  upon  the  expenditure  of 
money  to  establish  these  second  and  third  daily  lines  in  no 
other  light  than  that  of  a premium  paid  by  the  department  to 
one  line  of  passenger  coaches,  lending  to  give  it  the  ascendan- 
cy over  every  other  line.  A striking  case,  in  illustration  of  this 
view,  occurs  in  the  agreement  above  referred  to.  Stockton 
and  Neill  are  the  contractors  on  the  line  from  Washington, 
Pennsylvania,  to  Wheeling — Reeside  and  others  are  contrac- 
tor.s  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia,  by  Pittsburgh  and  Wash- 
ington, to  Wheeling;  thus  running  two  mail  lines  from  Wash- 
ington to  Wheeling  upon  the  same  road.  By  the  agreement  re- 
ferred to,  Reeside  stipulated  to  run  that  route  no  oftener  than 
each  alternate  day;  in  consideration  of  which,  Stockton  and 
Neill  agree  to  carry  Rceside’s  mail  on  each  of  the  other  alter- 
nate days,  without  compensation,  except  at  the  option  of  Ree- 
side. The  transportation  of  the  mail  is  treated  ns  a mere  inci- 
dental business,  not  worth  serious  notice  in  a contract  about 
passengers  and  opposition  lines. 

R.  C.  Stockton  and  Wm.  Neill  contracted  to  carry  the  mail 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling;  from  Washington,  Pennsylva- 
nia, to  Steubenville;  from  Baltimore  to  Cumberland;  from 
Washington  city  to  Frederick,  and  from  Frederick  to  Winches- 
ter, from  the  l.st  day  of  January,  1832,  for  four  years,  (see  re- 
port of  April  18,  1832,  doc.  212,  p.  12),  at  the  annual  compensa- 
tion of  $7,000. 

But  the  contract  was  in  fact  executed,  giving  them  a yearly 
compensation  for  the  same  line,  with  some  variations,  at  $15,500 
And  for  increased  expedition,  and  increased  number  of 
trips,  making  two  lines  of  stages  daily;  which  was,  ns 
is  believed,  wholly  unnecessary  for  the  public  ser- 
vice— they  were  allowed  extra  the  yearly  sum  of  22,962 

Thus,  upon  a contract  for  7,000  dollars,  made  pursuant 
to  law,  the  department  has,  by  means  of  hypothetical 
bids  and  extra  allowances,  transferred  to  the  hands 
of  these  invividuals  the  yearly  sum  of  $38,462 

R.  C.  Stockton  and  Wm.  Neill  were  also  contractors  for  car- 
rying the  mail  on  seventeen  mail  routes,  stated  in  the  report  of 
April  18,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  17),  at  the  annual  compensation  of 

$30,000 

*The  contracts,  however,  appear  to  have  been  so  modified 
and  adjusted,  after  the  acceptance  of  the  bids,  as  to  give  them 
on  the  same  routes  the  annual  compensation  of  $.50,410 

And  they  were  allowed  for  extras,  including  an  allow- 
ance for  lolls  and  ferriages,  yearly  18,596 

Making  an  aggregate  of  $69,006 

Being  an  advance  upon  their  regular  legal  contracts  of  $.39,.506 

~*Rep.  of  March  3.  1834,  doc.  138,  p.  210,211. 
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The  advance  upon  tlie  oilier  conlractd  above  referred 

to  is  31,462 

Making  the  yearly  advance  allowed  on  the  Uvo  con- 
tracts of  s»70,968 

Which,  during  the  four  years  of  their  continuance, 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  {jj'283,87-2 

And  this  given  without  advertising  cand  without  competition. 
*R.  C.  Stockton  is  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  routes 
Nos,  1,105,  1,111,  1,219,  1,371,  1,372,  1,:387,  1,391,  1,39.3,1,396, 
1,397,  ],.398— 24  miles  daily,  61  miles  thrice  a week,  98  miles 
daily,  38  miles  daily,  70  miles  daily,  54  twice,  58  miles  daily,  24 
miles  once,  15  miles  once,  .30  miles  once,  at  ^14,950 

This  contract  has  no  schedule  attached  to  it,  and  on  its  mar- 
gin it  has  this  memorandum:  “All  the  improvements  in  this 
contract  were  ordered  by  tlie  postmaster  general  from  the  be- 
ginning; he  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  stipulated  sum  of  $20,150 
per  annum  additional.” 

It  is  also  noted  on  the  contract,  and  slated  in  the  report  of 
March  3,  1834,t  that  the  express  mail  from  Baltimore  to  Lan- 
caster is  discontinued,  but  no  mention  is  made  in  that  report  or 
elsewhere,  as  your  committee  can  discover,  that  such  express 
mail  was  ever  established.  The  improvements  for  wliich  this 
enormous  sum  of  $21,150  was  allowed,  are  not  indicated  in  any 
report  made  to  congress.  In  the  report  of  the  ISlIi  April,  1832, 
the  contract  is  set  down  at  $14,950,  and  nothing  is  any  where 
said  to  the  public  of  increased  service  or  increased  compensa- 
tion. The  extra  amount  thus  paid  on  this  contract,  without 
legal  warrant  or  adequate  consideration,  during  its  continuance 
four  years,  is  $80,600,  besides  the  $3,150  a year  paid  for  the  ex- 
press mail  on  the  same  line. 

In  the  above  case,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  contract  is, 
in  the  aggregate,  for  eleven  mail  routes;  so  interweaving  and 
complicating  the  transaction  as  to  render  it  exceedingly  difficult 
to  unravel  it,  and  to  find  whether  the  bids  at  which  the  routes 
were  struck  off,  are  the  most  favorable  for  the  department,  and 
still  more  difficult  is  it  to  ascertain  the  reality  of  any  alleged 
improvements,  and  their  actual  value  if  they  exist.  The  same 
objection  occurs  in  numerous  cases.  Improvements  are  said 
to  be  made  by  expediting  on  one  route,  changing  the  schedule 
on  another,  and  ordering  additional  trips  on  a third;  so  that  a 
single  contract  is,  in  this  manner,  rendered  so  complex  as  to 
require  the  labor  of  several  days  to  reduce  it  to  its  elements, 
and  ascertain  its  true  conditioft. 

E.  Porter  &•  Co.  are  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Staunton,  in  Virginia, to  Catlettsburgh,  Kentucky,  three  times  a 
week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1831, 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1834,  at  an  annual  compeusation  of 
$7,566. 

On  this  contract,  legal  and  regular  in  its  inception,  are  en- 
grafted extra  allowance  compensation  for  extension  and  private 
contracts  to  the  enormous  yearly  fum  of  $18,156. 

The  two  largest  of  the  items  wliich  compose  this  extra  sum, 
namely,  $2,000  for  extending  a steamboat  mail,  between  Guy- 
andotle,  Virginia,  and  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  and  $11,000  a year  for 
extending  the  steamboat  mail  to  Louisville,  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  committee,  not  only  an  unnecessary  and  extravagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  funds,  but  is  an  act  wholly  unautho- 
rised by  law. 

Every  one  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  country,  and 
the  course  of  business  between  those  points,  will  be  at  once 
satisfied  that  it  is  unnecessary.  It  is  wholly  immaterial  whe- 
ther the  mail  be  carried  between  those  points  in  a two-horse 
coach  or  in  a steamboat,  provided  it  be  carried  safely;  and  the 
lines  on  which  it  was  carried  before  the  establisiiment  of  this 
route  were  ample  for  that  purpose.  No  one  travels  in  stages 
from  Guyandotte  to  Cincinnati,  or  from  Cincinnati  to  Louis- 
ville; and  the  aid  of  the  department  is  not  necessary  to  keep  up 
a constant  and  regular  communication  by  steamboats  between 
them.  The  establishment  of  this  line  was  therefore  unneces- 
sary, either  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  or  the  accommo- 
dation of  passengers. 

It  was  also  against  law.  The  general  act  of  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1825,  reducing  into  one  the  several  acts  regulating  the 
post  office  department,  in  its  1st  section,  enacts,  that  the  post- 
master general  “shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all 
post  routes  that  are  or  may  be  established  by  law.”  This 
clause  contains  his  whole  general  authority  for  contracting  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  and  this  does  not  authorise  the 
setting  up  of  this  line  of  steamboats,  inasmuch  as  the  Ohio 
river  between  these  points  is  not  a legal  mail  route.  But  the 
authority  here  exercised  may  be  supposed  to  be  conferred  by 
the  5th  section  of  the  act  which  provides  “that  the  postmaster 
general  be  authorised  to  have  the  mail  carried  in  any  steam- 
boat, or  other  vessel  which  shall  be  used  as  a packet  in  any  of 
the  waters  of  the  United  Slates,  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  shall  be  considered  expedient:  provided,  tliat  he  does  not 
pay  more  than  three  cents  for  each  letter,  and  not  more  than 
one-half  cent,  for  each  newspaper  conveyed  in  such  mail.” 
But  it  is  perfectly  clear  to  your  committee  that  this  provision  of 
law  was  never  intended  to  authorise,  and  does  not  authorise, 
the  establishment  of  a steamboat  line  by  contract  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  the  mail;  the  whole  frame  and  language  of  the  sec- 
tion forbids  it.  “The  postmaster  general  is  anihorised  to  have 

♦April  18,  18.32,  doc.  212,  p.  8. 
fDoc.  138,  p.  151. 


the  mail  carriiffi  in  any  sieamhoal  which  shall  be  used  as  a 
Itackei.”  lie  may  arail  hitii'clf  of  siicii  im  i,ns  of  transporta- 
tion when  he  finds  it  already  exi.siitlg,  but  lie  is  not  aiitliori.sed 
to  incur  the  ex|ieiise  of  piovidm*;  it.  'i’he  law  also  provides 
that  lie  shall  not  pay  more  llian  three  cents  for  each  letter,  nor 
more  than  hall  a cent  for  each  new  spaper  so  carried:  a restric- 
tion wliidly  iiiconsisieiil  with  the  supposition  that  he  liad  pow- 
er to  get  up  sleaiiibo.it  lines  by  contract  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail.  And  the  reason  that  this  is  not  permilied  is  obvi- 
ous; the  expense  of  getting  up  a steamboat  line,  by  contract, 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  is  enormously  disproportion- 
ed  to  the  object;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  deparlnn  nt  may 
avail  itself  most  advantageously  of  an  existing  line  of  packets 
for  the  cheap  and  expeditious  transportation  of  the  mail.  3’lie 
5lh  section  of  llie  act,  above  referred  to,  is  a transcript  of  the 
Od  section  of  the  act  of  llie  27lh  of  February,  1815.  And  while 
the  last  named  act  was  in  force,  it  was  thought  expedient  by 
the  department  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Louisville  by  steamboats.  But,  as  the  power  was  not 
supposed  to  be  conferred  by  that  law,  a special  act  was  passed 
on  the  2d  March,  1819,  authorising  such  contract,  with  the  ex- 
press proviso  that  the  whole  expense  of  sending  the  mail  in 
steamboats  should  not  exceed  that  of  transporting  the  same  by 
land.  In  the  steamboat  contracts  made  by  the  present  post- 
master general,  not  the  slightest  attention  is  paid  to  the  restric- 
tions in  either  of  the  above  named  statutes,  and  the  sum  paid 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Cincinnati  to  Louisville 
consumes  greatly  more  than  half  the  net  revenue  received  by 
the  department  in  both  those  citie.s. 

There  is  another  transaction  with  the  same  individual,  which 
is  liable  to  the  same  and  still  stronger  objections. 

It  seems  that  a person  by  the  mune  of  Rhodes  undertook  to 
carry  the  mail  from  New  Orleans  to  Mobile,  but  failed  and 
gave  up  the  contract.  Afterwards  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokes, 
James  Reeside,  and  Avery  and  Porter,  undertook  to  carry  the 
mail  on  the  same  route,  three  times  a week  in  steamboats,  for 
twenty  five  thousand  dollars  a year.  They  also  failed  to  com- 
ply, and  their  contract  was  also  given  up.  Edwin  Porter  then 
undertook,  by  private  agreement  with  the  depatiment,  to  carry 
the  mail  daily  on  that  route  in  steamboats  for  four  years,  at 
forty  thousand  dollars  a year,  which  agreement  is  still  subsist- 
ing. Within  the  last  year  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
failures  on  this  improved  line,  for  which  the  contractor  says  he 
is  fined  on  the  books  of  the  department  six  thonsaiid  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  yet  no  part  of  this  sum  appears  to  have  been  re- 
tained out  of  bis  pay.  On  the  contrary  he  was  permitted  to 
overdraw  very  largely,  and  his  draft  for  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, accepted  by  the  postmaster  generiil,  and  not  yet  paid,  was 
discounted  some  time  since  at  New  Oilcans,  to  enable  him  to 
raise  money  to  go  on  with  the  contract,  which  was  likely  to  fail 
by  the  unskilfulness  and  inefficiency  of  lii.s  agent.  Tins  con- 
tractor, Edwin  Porter,  is  also  the  borrower  of  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney of  Obadiah  B.  Brown — three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars early  in  the  year  1832,  and  four  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars in  November  1833,  making  an  aggregate  loan  of  eight  thou- 
sand dollars. 

The  waste  of  money  on  this  contract  is  enormous.  The  net 
proceeds  of  all  the  postages  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the 
town  of  Mobile,  are  hardly  sufficient  to  sustain  it.  The  law 
has  been  violated  by  entering  into  a contract  to  get  up  a steam- 
boat line  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  witliout  any  regard 
to  legal  restrictions.  It  was  violated  by  the  department  when 
it  entered  into  a contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
withont  an  advertisement  inviting  public  competition.  And 
there  is  another  feature  in  this  and  some  other  cases  wliich 
your  committee  have  examined,  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  de- 
serving of  the  most  decisive  condemnation.  It  is  the  blending 
and  connecting  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  department  with  those 
of  individual  contractors.  Tims,  while  advancing  its  funds, 
and  lending  its  credit  to  this  individual  to  enable  him  to  repair 
his  errors  and  carry  on  his  contract,  the  department  itself  did, 
in  several  cases,  call  in  the  aid  of  other  contractors  to  assist  it 
in  raising  money  to  pay  its  ordinary  and  current  expenses. 
Two  instances  of  this  kind  are  stated  in  the  testimony  of  James 
'Reeside.  About  two  years  ago,  he  drew  a draft  of  six  thousand 
dollars  at  the  request  of  the  department,  and  for  its  use,  and  got 
it  negotiated  at  the  Western  bank  of  Pliiladelphia;  and  some 
time  last  winter  he  “arranged”  ten  thousand  dollars  through 
the  assistant  postmaster  st  New  York,  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment. No  other  cases  of  the  like  kind  are  distinctly  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee,  but,  from  general  infortnalion, 
they  believe  the  practice  to  have  prevailed  to  a considerable  ex- 
tent. Your  committee  condemn  this  practice  most  decisively. 
In  their  opinion,  it  is  placing  the  department  in  an  improper 
and  injurious  connection  with  individuals.  As  a matter  of 
mere  prudence,  independently  of  the  question  of  power,  it 
should  neither  venture  its  own  money  or  plight  its  credit,  to 
sustain  any  individual,  much  less  should  it  ask  pecuniary  as- 
sistance of  its  contractors  to  enable  it  to  keep  up  its  credit. 
Those  contractors  should  he  required  to  do  their  duty,  and  they 
should  be  asked  for  nothing  more.  Favors  are  expected  to  be 
reciprocal,  and  if  the  department  ask  and  receive  them,  it  can- 
not deny  when  something  is  asked  in  return.  But  the  depart- 
ment has  placed  itself  in  this  undignified  relation  with  its  con- 
tractors. It  has  become  the  acceptor  for  brie  to  enable  him  to 
sustain  his  credit  and  carry  on  his  contract;  and  it  has  become 
the  debtor  to  another  for  his  name  to  enable  it  to  raise  money 
to  answer  its  own  pressing  neccs-silies.  The  relations  in  which 
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it  is  thus  involved  are  partly  the  cause  and  partly  ihe  conse- 
quence of  its  present  insolvent  condition.  The  individuals 
who,  variously  connected  and  combined,  hold  extravananl  pri- 
vate contracts,  and  who  receive  extra  allowances,  which  ex- 
haust the  revenues  of  whole  states,  are  the  same  who  lend  their 
credit  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  deparinient — who  furni-h 
funds  to  pay  otT  tlie  debts  and  relieve  the  embarrassments  of  its 
chief  officer — who  advance  large  sums  of  money  to  enable 
another  of  its  otficers  to  purchase  real  estate  “at  a reduced 
price,” — and  who  send  piesents  of  choice  wines  to  furnish  the 
tables  of  both. 

William  Smith  is  the  contractor  for  carrying  Ihe  mail  from 
Washington  city  to  Lynchburg,*  two  hundred  miles,  three 
times  a week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  at  the  yearly  com- 
pensation of  ^'6,000 

He  was  allowed  for  two  changes  of  schedule,  the  proprie- 
ty and  utility  of  which  is  not  shown,  800  dollars  and 
300  dollars,  1,100 

For  a daily  mail  from  Washington  to  Warrenlon,  fifty- 

two  miles,  1,200 

A daily  mail  from  Warrenlon  to  Orange  court  house,  for- 
ty four  miles,  1,600 

And  a daily  mail  from  Orange  court  house  to  Lyncliburg, 
one  hundred  and  six  miles,  4,000 

Making  an  extra  allowance  yearly  of  $7,900 

The  four  additional  trips  per  week  were  relinquished  on 
the  1st  December,  18.33,  in  consequence  of  the  insol- 
vency of  the  department,  and  there  was  deducted  from 
the  extra  allowance  4,900 

Leaving  for  no  known  increase  of  service  the  yearly  al- 
lowance of  3,000 

If  we  admit  the  change  of  schedule  to  be  a meritorious 
cause  for  the  allowance  of  1,100 

The  contractor  is,  in  that  case,  released  from  all  his  addi- 
tional trips,  for  which  he  was  allowed  6,800  dollars, 
and  his  compensation  is  reduced  in  consequence  of  it 
but  4,900,  leaving  him  an  additional  yearly  allowance 
of  1,900 

For  which  no  service  whatever  is  rendered. 

There  is  also  an  extra  allowance  of  nine  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-five dollars  made  to  William  Smilhf  for  an  extension  of  his 
line  from  Dobson’s  X roads  to  Lexington,  North  Carolina.  Prior 
to  this  arrangement,  this  mail  went  on  the  route  from  Dobson’s 
X roads  to  Salem,  and  from  Salem  to  Lexington,  which  increas- 
ed his  distance  only  seven  miles,  passing  through  a very  flou- 
rishing town.  This  extension,  as  it  is  called,  w.as  therefore 
wholly  useless,  except  so  far  as  it  served  the  convenience  of  the 
contractor,  and  enabled  him  to  draw  off  upon  his  newly  adjust- 
ed line  the  passengers  which  had  theretofore  gone  uprm  the  old 
line  of  Peck  and  Welford.  It  does  not  touch  a single  post  of- 
fice in  the  twenty- five  miles  which  is  not  also  passed  on  the 
regular  mail  route  established  by  law. 

The  extra  allowanced  made  on  this  route  of  William  Smith, J 
from  Washington  until  it  unites  with  the  route  of  Peck  and 
Welford,  at  Lexington,  N.  C.  was  8,875  dollars,  as  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834.  The  true  sum  is  believed  to 
be  larger,  but  taking  that  to  be  the  actual  amount,  the  extra  al- 
lowances exceed  the  whole  net  proceeds  of  postages  on  that  line 
from  Alexandria,  where  it  first  diverges  from  the  line  of  Stock- 
ton  & Co.  to  Lexington,  where  it  unites  with  the  line  of  Peck 
and  Welford,  by  more  than  2,000  dollars,  including  all  the  pos- 
tages of  the  large  towns  of  Warren,  Charlottesville  aud  Lynch- 
burg. 

E.  P.  Johnson  is  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  se- 
veral routes  in  Indiana,  numbered  11,  17,  19,  23,24,  25,27  and 
41,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1830,  to  the  31st  of  December,  18.33, 
at  a yearly  compensation  of  3,300  dollars.  There  are  no  less 
than  eishteen  different  modifications  and  additions  to  this  single 
contract,  for  which  he  receives  in  the  aggregate  yearly  14..502 
dollars  18  cents,  in  addition  to  what  he  receives  by  contract — 
amounting  in  the  four  years  to  58,008  dollars  72  cents;  and  all 
this  by  private  arrangement,  without  advertisement  or  competi- 
tion. 

The  net  amount  of  postages  received  in  the  the  state  of  Indi- 
ana, according  to  the  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  on  the 
23th  of  February,  1831,  was  9,609  dollars  67  cents,  falling  short 
by  4,892  dollars  51  cents  of  paying  the  yearly  extra  allowance 
on  this  single  contract.  The  increase  of  the  postages  during  the 
continuance  of  the  contract  will  not,  in  all  probability,  bring  up 
the  receipts  to  a sum  sufficient  to  discharge  these  extra  allowan- 
ces in  the  four  years  by  the  net  proceeds  of  postages  for  the 
same  four  years  in  the  whole  state. 

§E.  P.  Johnson,  John  Hutchins,  Joseph  II.  Hough,  William 
Hemiy,  and  J.  G.  Chiles,  are  stated  in  the  report  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  of  the  I8th  of  April,  1832,  (Doc.  212,  p.  22),  as  con- 
tractors for  carrying  the  mail  from  Maysville  to  Louisville 
daily;  from  Frankfort  to  N.ashville  three  times  a week;  from 
Louisville  to  Nashville  six  limes  a week;  and  from  Lexington  to 
Bean’s  Station  six  times  a week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  at 
the  annual  compensation  of  37,760  dollars. 

*Doc.  138,  p.  157^  ~ ~ 

fDoc.  138.  p.  166. 

IDoc.  119  of  1830  .and  1831. 

§Nos.  1,731,  1,740,  1,741,  1,742  and  1,746. 


Your  committee  called  for  the  bids  pursuant  to  which  this 
contract  was  made,  and  they  find  those  that  are  marked  accept- 
ed as  follows: 

1,731.  From  Maysville  to  Louisville  daily,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles;  also,  from  Lexington  to  Frankfort, 
thirty  miles^E.  P.  Johnson’s  bid — (“accepted 
and  executed,”)  $4,500  00 

1,740.  From  Franktort,  Kentucky,  to  Nashville, 

Tennessee,  three  times  a week  in  four-horse 
post  coaches,  two  hundred  and  six  miles. 

Hough  and  Chiles,  l,740and  1,741  improved— 

(“accepted  and  executed,”)  7,080  00 

1,746.  From  Lexington  to  Bean’s  Station, one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-one  miles,  twice  a week,  in 
four-horse  post  coaches,  J.  G.  Chiles,  (“ac- 
cepted and  executed,”)  6,500  00 

1,742.  From  Louisville  to  Nashville,  one  hundred 
and  sevetily-four  miles,  in  four- horse  post 
coache.s,  six  times  a week,  to  Bowling  Green, 
and  the  remainder  three  times  a week,  E.  P. 

Johnsoti  & Co.— (“accepted  and  executed,”)  4,500  00 


Amounting  in  the  whole  to  $22,580  00 

Being  less  than  the  sum  reported  by  the  postmaster  general 
in  his  report  of  April  18,  1832,  by  $15,180. 

Opposite  the  .accepted  bid  on  route  1,742,  from  Louisville  to 
Nashville,  is  noted  in  red  ink,  “to  run  alternate  between 
Franklin  and  Russellville  at  pro  rata  allowance,”  showing  that 
one  of  the  routes  which  he  run  from  Bowling  Green  to  Nash- 
ville under  this  cfMitract,  passed  through  Russellville. 

1,743.  And  in  doc.  212,  p.  23,  of  April  18lh,  1832, 
we  find  that  John  Gray  receives  on  the  route 
from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville,  2,980  00 

And  by  the  report  of  the  3d  of  March,  1834,  (Doc. 

138,  p.  218),  he  appears  to  be  allowed  Ibr  running 
three  adililional  trips  from  Bowling  Green  to  llus- 
selville  on  the  same  route,  , 1,019  55 

Amounting  to  $3,999  55 

So  it  appears  that  John  Gray  is  paid  three  thous.ind  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety  nine  doilars  and  fifty  five  cents  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Bowling  Green  to  Nashville,  on  the  same  route  on 
which  it  is  carried  by  E.  P.  Johnson  & Co.  as  above. 

James  F.  Robinson  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in  four- 
horse  post  coaches,  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  Georgetown, 
Kentucky,  72  miles,  in  14  hours,  at  a yearly  compensation  of 
1 ,000  dollars.  His  schedule  w'as  so  changed  that  he  was  re- 
quired to  run  through  in  12  hours,  instead  of  14,  making  part  of 
the  trip  in  the  night;  for  which  he  was  allowed  the  additional 
yearly  compensation  of  3,000  dollars.  It  is  not  perceived  by 
your  committee  that  the  cliange  of  a schedule  was  at  all  essen- 
tial to  the  public  interest.  . 

One  among  the  many  contracts  of  Avery,  Tomkins  & Co. 
and  others  who  are  connected  with  them,  and  whose  contracts 
are  interlaced  with  theirs,  is  taken  as  a specimen  of  another 
very  large  class  of  cases — a leading  feature  of  which  is  compli- 
cation and  confusion. 

The  annual  report  of  the  postmaster  general  of  the  25th  of 
February,  1832,  stales  that  E.  Porter,  Janies  Reeside,  John  H. 
Avery,  Isaac  Tompkins,  D.  A.  Saltmarsh,  Charles  P.  xMallett, 
John  McLean,  and  Sidney  Porter,  are  contractors  on  routes 
1,901,  1,902,  1,903,2,047,  2,101,2,102,2,104,2,105,2,254,2,255, 
2,3.52,  2,353,  in  stages  and  steamboats,  at  67,950  dollars  yearly. 

, The  postin.aster  general  in  his  report  of  the  3d  March,  1834,* 
states  that  Avery,  Toiniikins  & Co.  are  contractors  on  routes 
Nos.  1,903  and  2,101,  at  a compensation  of  24,000  dollars;  and 
they  received,  for  divers  improvements  on  routes  Nos.  1,903, 
2,101  and  2,102,  which  are  all  included  in  the  grand  aggregate 
of  contracts  above  named,  and  also  for  improvements  on  2,107, 
which  is  not  included  in  it,  an  extra  allowance  yearly  of  13,500 
dollars.  Thus  first  grouping,  and  then  dividing  into  smaller 
groups,  and  confounding  one  group  of  contracts  with  another, 
until  it  becomes  iinpr.acticable  to  trace  and  reduce  to  their  ele- 
ments their  rnuliifoim  transactions. 

After  several  other  extras  for  improvements  which  result  in 
daily  mails,  with  increased  expedition  on  these  routes,  and  an 
incre.is“d  allowance  of  11,000  dollars  a year,  there  occurs  this 
e.xtraordinary  allowance: 

“For  running,  besides  a tri- weekly  line  in  four  horse  wagon, 
so  as  to  exclude  passengers,  and  insure  the  regular  arrival  of  the 
mail  during  the  winter  season,  they  were  allowed, from  Decem- 
ber 1,1832,  an  additonal  compen.sation,  at  the  annual  rate  of 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.”  Thus,  after  paying  these 
individuals  a large  compensation  by  contracts  for  carrying  the 
mail,  and  giving  them  further  large  extra  allowances  for  carry- 
ing it,  they  are  paid  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a year 
further  extra /or  carrying  it  in  a wagon. 

In  examining  the  proportions  which  the  money  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  bears  to  the  receipts  for  f>ostages  in 
particular  districts  of  country,  and  even  in  whole  states,  the 
disproportion  is  in  some  cases  remarkable. 

The  extra  allowances  of  E.  P.  Johnson,  on  one  single  con- 
tract, as  has  been  shown,  consume  the  whole  revenue  of  In- 
diana. 


Doc.  138,  p.  144. 
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Tlie  extra,  .allow.inces  of  conlr.'ictors  in  Virginia  fall  short,  in 
but  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  of  swallowing  up  the 
wliole  revenue  received  by  the  department  in  that  state. 

Jn  North  Carolina,  the  extra  allowances  fall  short  of  the  net 
receipts  for  postages  six  hnndrcd  dollars. 

In  Alabama,  the  extra  ullowaiu  es  are  to  the  net  proceeds  for 
postages  as  two  to  one. 

The  whole  net  prociicds  of  postages  in  Virginia,  as  appears  by 
the  postmaster  general’s  report  of  the  28th  of  February,  1831, 
was  seventy-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-tw’O  dollars 
ninety-one  cents.  The  whole  cost  for  transportation  in  ttiat 
state  by  the  contracts  of  October,  1831,  and  allowances  and  ex- 
tra allowances  made  to  contractors,  is  $233,959 

Falling  short  but  $3,829  of  three  to  one. 

The  whole  net  receipts  in  Alabama  were  22,678 

The  cost  of  transportation  within  it  is  reported  at  157, .506 

Being  something  more  than  five  to  one. 

These  estimates  are  subject  to  variation  equal  to  the  increase 
of  postages  in  those  slates  from  January,  1830,  until  the  con- 
tracts look  effect,  and  the  extra  allowances  were  made.  When 
those  corrections  are  made,  the  disproportion  between  the  net 
receipts  for  postages,  and  the  expenditures  in  those  slates, 
though  lessened,  will  still  he  enormous. 

The  law  contemplates  that  on  new  routes,  and  consequently 
in  new  stales,  a considerable  exi»endilnre  should  be  allowed 
over  and  above  the  amount  of  receipts;  but  even  w here  the 
money  is  fairly  and  judiciously  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  there  is  a limit  beyond  which  such  expenditure  is  not 
permitted  to  pass  W’ithoiii  the  consent  of  congress.  By  the  39th 
section  of  the  act  of  1825,  reducing  into  one  the  acts  regulating 
the  post  office  department,  it  is  provided  “that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  postmaster  general  to  report  annually  to  congress 
every  post  route  which  shall  not,  after  tlie  second  year  from  its 
establi^hment,  have  produced  one-third  of  the  expenses  of  car- 
rying the  mail  on  the  same.” 

If  this  provision  of  law  had  been  attended  to,  the  aggregate  of 
the  routes  in  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Alabama,  ought  uriiave  been 
reported  as  unproductive  routes;  anil  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  tvould  but  just  have  escaped  its 
provisions;  the  expenditure  in  each  of  these  last  named  states 
bcirtg  tnr*re  than  double  the  amount  of  rcerdpts. 

There  arc  two  states  which  lie,  side  by  side,  nearly  equal  in 
poptil.ation,  extent  of  territory,  and  in  the  nwenite  which  they 
yield  to  the  department,  wliieh  show  a remarkable  difference  in 
the  sums  paid  in  each  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail. 

In  Vermont  there  was  rimeived  for  [loslages,  as  a|ipears  by 


the  report  of  February  28,  1831,  net  $17,663  72 

In  New  Hampshire,  16, .338  82 

Difference  in  favor  of  Vermont  1,321  90 

There  is  paid  for  transportation  in  New  Hampshire  38.818  96 

In  Vermont  23,208  66 

Difference  on  the  other  side  15,610  30 


Your  committee  find  no  good  reason  for  this  disproportion  of 
expenditure  in  these  two  states. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  to  Nathaniel  Macon,  of  May  M(h, 
1801,  says  that  “a  very  early  recommendation  had  been  given 
to  the  postmaster  general  to  employ  no  firinter,  foreigner,  or  re- 
volutionary tory,  in  any  of  his  offices.”  His  reason  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  PRINTER  from  any  connection  wdth  the  post  office 
department  is  obvious;  and  if  we  would  preserve  the  jiress  from 
corruption,  and  previmt  it  from  exerting  a corrupting  influence 
over  the  community,  that  recommendation  ought  to  be  esteem- 
ed as  a precept,  and  religiously  ohserverl  in  the  (tresent  and  in 
all  future  times.  But  this  admonition  has  passed  unnoticed,  or 
is  disregarded,  by  those  who  now  conduct  the  aflairs  of  this  de- 
partment. Large  sums  of  money  appear  to  have  been  expend- 
ed in  such  a manner,  that  the  obvious  tendency  of  the  expendi- 
ture, is  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  department  over  the  pub- 
lic press,  and  tlirough  that  press  over  the  people. 

William  Smith,  whoso  extra  allowance,  as  stated  in  the  Blue 
Book,  (p.  2.56  and  258),  amount  to  $11,129  a year,  is  the  propri- 
etor of  an  efficient  party  press  in  Culpeper  county,  Virginia. 

Horatio  Hill,  saitl  to  be  the  conductor  of  a violent  party  press 
in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  is  a contractor  to  carry  the  mail 
on  no  less  than  fifteen  mail  routes;  and  instead  of  extra  allow- 
ances, his  contracts  are  noted  in  the  margin  “with  newspaper 
PRIVILEGE,”  which  we  understand  to  mean  the  privilege  of  car- 
rying and  distributing  new^spapers  at  pleasure  on  his  mail  rout.es. 

• Hay  and  Bennett  were  contractors  for  carrying  the  mail  from 
Bellefonte  to  Meadville,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
1st  of  January,  1828,  to  the  31st  of  December, 1831.  On  the  .5th 
of  January,  18.30,  they  obtained  an  extra  allowance  of  $.500  a 
year  for  increased  exjtedition,  and  it  is  said  that  Bennett  there- 
upon purchased  an  opposition  press  in  Meadville,  and  arrayed 
it  at  once  on  the  side  of  the  administration. 

At  the  lettings  in  October,  1830,  this  »onte  w'as  advertised  to 
run  tlirough  in  two  days  and  seven  hours.  E.  Platt  & Co.  hid 
for  it  at  .$1,980;  Moore.  Tiibo  & Co.  at  .$2,450,  and  Benjamin 
Bennett  at  “.$350,  pt.  .525  .$700”  in  broken  bids,  equal,  it  is  be- 
lieved, to  ,$1,575  for  the  whole  route.  'I’lie  bid  of  Benjamin 
Bennett  is  marked  accepted,  and  the  acceptance  erased,  and 
that  of  J.  B.  Bennett  (the  owner  of  the  press)  is  accepted  at 
,$3..500,  through  in  two  davs.  But  the  schedule  which  appears 
to  liave  been  made  out  at  ihi'  time  of  executing  the  contracts 
states  that,  on  account  of  tlie  unusual  freshets  and  destruction 


of  bridges,  and  other  material  changes  in  the  road  since  the 
15lh  of  October,  1831,  it  is  agreed  to  run  the  mail  through  in 
two  days  and  a half  each  way,  making  five  hours  longer  time 
than  it  was  fixed  at  hy  the  adveriisemenl,  and  proposed  for  the 
other  bidders.  Supposing  the  bid  of  Benjamin  Benn*  ■'  to  be 
fictitious,  or  made  by  ai  rangement,  oierely  to  enable  the  de- 
pariineiit  ilie  belter  to  tram-.ler  the  contract  to  J.  B.  Bennett, 
there  is  still  a difference  between  the  next  lower  and  valid  bid, 
and  tliat  at  which  it  was  struck  off,  of  $1,520  a year,  equal  in 
four  years  to  .$6,080,  winch  appears  to  be  the  extra  expense  in- 
curred by  the  department  to  place  Ibis  comiacl  in  the  hands  of 
a newspaper  editor. 

Tlie  ^'incidental  expenses,’^  compreliending  the  sccrcf  service 
fund  of  the  depai  tnient,  present  an  interesting  subject  for  con- 
.sideralioii.  No  law  appropriates  money  for  those  expenses. 
Congress  exerci.ses  no  control  over  them.  The  postmaster 
general,  at  his  mere  discretion,  selects  the  objects  of  his  pa- 
tronage, which  he  dis[icnses  from  the  revenue  derived  from 
postages,  and  is  guided  by  that  discretion  alone  in  fixing  the 
anionnl  of  th.il  patronage.  He  may  employ  one  printer  and  one 
travelling  agent,  or  one  hundred  of  each  at  hi.s  pleasure;  and 
he  may  pay  each  of  them  as  much  a.s  he  pleases.  If,  by  the 
improper  exercise  of  this  and  his  other  unrestrained  powers, 
tin;  depariment  becomes  bankrn(it,  tlien,  by  the  construction 
which  he  bestows  on  the  consiinnion,  lie  (not  congress  alone) 
may  borrow  any  amount  of  money,  on  tlie  credit  of  the  nation, 
to  supply  the  d<;ficicncy.  Subjoined  is  a slatemeiu  of  these  in- 
cifleiiial  expenses  from  the  year  1590,  prepared  by  a clerk,  at 
the  request  of  the  committee!,  accompanied  by  a view  of  the 
'‘confini^ent  expenses^’  iuul  of  lliesnms  appropriated  by  law  for 
the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  which  must  not 
bo  eonfoniided  with  the  ‘Hncidcntal  expenites.”  By  this  the  se- 
nate will  perceive  that,  from  a sum  less  iliao  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, lliese  expenses,  under  former  administrations,  gradually 
increased  for  many  years,  there  being  an  average  annual  addi- 
tion of  about  one  llionsand  dollars.  In  1829,  they  had  swelled 
to  the  .Slim  of  $.56,471,  exceeding  the  sum  expended  in  any  for- 
mer year;  and  in  the  year  coinmi'iicing  July  1,  1832,  embracing 
the  period  of  the  la.«t  presidential  election,  they  amounted  to 
about  $88,000,  being  a sudden  increase  of  near  20,000  dollars 
over  the  corresfionding  expenditures  of  any  former  year. 

Of  these  expenses,  no  detailed  account  is  required  to  be  ren- 
dered to  congress — no  report  of  the  various  items  which  form 
their  aggregate  amount  is  published.  The  money  to  defray 
them  cnnslitnte  wliat  may  be  emphatically  called  the  secret  ser- 
vice fund.  The  fund  commonly  so  called,  which  is  placed  in 
the  hand.s  of  the  president  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
foreign  intercourse,  is  not  so  properly  enliiled  to  the  appella- 
tion. That  fund  \»  limited  in  ils  amount  by  the  will  of  con- 
gress, whose  npfirohniioii  is  rerpiisite  lo  ils  existence.  This 
fund  is  unlimited  hy  aught  but  llie  will  of  liinr  who  uses  it,  am! 
is  a.s  free  from  the  ennirol  of  law  as  if  it  were  Ihe  treasure  of 
an  independent  government.  TAnMmid  is  also  limited  by  the 
acts  of  appropriation  lo  a certain  ohjeet.  This  has  just  so  many 
objects  as  the  postmaster  general  may  select.  Whatever  ex- 
penses he,  chooses  to  consider  ns  ‘'incidental'^  to  his  dep.nrt- 
rnent,  he  pays;  and  Ihe  only  account  which  he  renders  for  it  is 
confined  to  a line  in  his  annual  report,  thus:  “Tlie  incidental 
exp(!nses  for  last  year  wi!re  87.701  dollars.”  I’lie  consequence 
of  tliis  stale  of  things  is,  that,  while  the  secret  service  fund  in 
Ihe  hands  of  the  president  is  .30,000  dollars,  the  fond  expended 
during  the  eiirrent  year  hy  the  po.stmaster  general  for  the  “in- 
cidental expenses' ’ of  his  diipartment  has  now  increased,  as 
appears  liy  the  estimate  in  his  last  annual  report,  to  thrice  that 
Slim. 

At  an  early  day  of  the  present  session,  one  of  your  commit- 
tee drew  Ihe  attention  of  the  senate  to  this  subject,  by  a reso- 
lution calling  for  an  account  of  these  expenses  for  the  period 
intervi!iiing  between  the  30ih  of  September,  1831,  and  ihe  30th 
September,  1833.  Months  elapsed  before  any  answer  was  given 
to  the  resolution,  although,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the 
length  of  the  report  of  tlie  postmaster  general  on  this  subject, 
heretoannexed,  the  whole  of  it  miglithave  been  transcribed  from 
the  post  office  books,  by  a tolerable  clerk,  in  one  day.  When, 
after  repeated  inquiries  for  this  paper,  it  was  at  length,  for  the 
first  lime,  communicated  to  tlie  senate,  it  appeared  in  secret 
session,  in  company  with  another  paper  giving  an  account 
marked  “confidential.”  On  the  last  paper,  over  which  the  veil 
of  secrecy  still  hangs,  yonr  committee  make  no  comment;  but 
to  the  paper,  on  which  the  injnnelion  of  secrecy  does  not  rest, 
they  invite  the  attention  of  the  seriate. 

While  examining  tlii.<  document  with  a view  lo  the  correc- 
tion of  the  ahn.=es  which  it  diselo.sed,  the  attention  of  your  com- 
mittee was  arrested  by  the  extent  of  official  patronage  to  prin- 
ters which  it  developes,  and  the  arnpiinl  of  that  patronage  is 
exhibited  in  the  “Blue  Book.”  The  resolution  of  congress,  of 
the  I4th  of  July,  1832,  directed  that  there  should  be  included 
in  the  next  (present)  edition  of  this  book  a.  correct  list  of  all 
printers  in  nni/ u’oi/ employed  by  any  depariment  or  officer  of 
the  government,  within  tlie  period  beiwi'cn  Ihe  30lh  of  Septem- 
ber, 18.31,  and  the  .30th  of  September,  18.'i3,  with  the  compensa- 
tion allowed  to  each.  The  resolution  of  congress,  to  enable 
the  secretary  of  state  to  comply  with  it,  enjoins  it  upon  the 
“several  heads  of  departments  directing  or  incurring  Ihe  ex- 
pense, to  cause  the  list,  and  the  matter  thereby  required  to  be 
added,  to  be  lodged  in  the  diiparinient  of  slate.”  The  document 
in  the  Bine  Book,  (pages  182,  .3,  4),  eiilitled,  “list  ofall  printers 
employed  by  tlie  post  office  department  between  the  30th  of 
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September,  1831,  and  the  30ili  of  September,  1833,  with  the 
compensation  of  each,”  is  llie  official  paper  furnished  in  obe- 
dience to  this  resolution,  and  is  the  first  publication  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  incidental  expenses  that  has  ever  been  made  in  obe- 
dience to  the  requisitions  of  law. 

The  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  interpose  the  check  of 
public  opinion  to  arrest  the  abuse  of  official  patronage  to  prin- 
ters, no  other  check  having  been  provided.  To  the  end,  also, 
that  this  patronage  might  not  be  abused,  without  detection,  by 
employing  the  owners  of  the  press,  in  any  other  rt-ay  than  in 
printing,  it  provided  that  the  list  to  be  furnished  should  em- 
brace all  printers  tn  any  way  employed,  with  the  compensation 
to  each,  no  matter  for  what  allowed.  If  a printer  be  a mail 
contractor,  it  was  intended  by  the  resolution  that  the  fact 
should  appear.  If  any  one  of  those  wlio  control  the  public 
press  enjoys  for  years  a monopoly  in  supplying  the  department 
with  articles  to  the  great  profit  of  the  contractor,  the  fact  was 
designed  to  be  shown,  in  order  that  the  public  might  judge  of 
the  extent  and  influence  of  the  executive  patronage  over  the 
press  so  controlled.  But,  so  far  from  accomplishing  this,  or  any 
other  proper  object  of  this  part  of  the  resolution,  it  has  been 
the  means  of  eliciting  a report  from  the  post  office  department 
precisely  adapted  to  mislead  the  public  in  reference  to  the 
whole  subject. 

On  the  list  of  printers  in  the  Blue  Book,  True  and  Greene, 
proprietors  and  printers  of  the  Boston  Statesmen,  are  thus 
stated  to  be  employed: 

True  & Greene,  for  printing  blanks,  ^,692  7.5 

For  advertising  proposals,  206  50 


Total  compensation  reported  in  the  Blue  Book,  6,899  25 

But  the  exhibit  now  made  by  the  account  of  the  department, 
hereto  appended,  shows  that  they  have  been  employed  during 
the  whole  time,  (as  the  present  postmaster  general  had  in  fact 
for  years  before  employed  them),  in  furnishing  paper,  printed 
blanks  and  twine,  to  the  amount  of  ^29,907  75. 

See  the  account  for  the  following  items: 

1832.  January  25.  True  & Greene’s  compensation  for  fur- 
nishing blanks,  paper  and  twine,  to  various  post  offices  in  New 
York  and  elsewhere,  from  1st  October  to  31st  December,  1831, 
inclusive,  3,944  10 

May  9.  True  & Greene’s  compensation  for  fur- 
nishing paper  and  twine,  &c.  from  the  1st  of  January 
to  the  31st  of  March,  1832,  inclusive,  2,144  35 

Aug.  27.  True  & Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  30th  June,  18^,  2,824  10 

Dec.  15.  True  & Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  1st  July  to  the  30th  September,  1832,  2,455  05 

18^.  March  23.  True  & Greene,  do.  for  blanks, 
paper,  and  twine,  from  1st  October,  1832.  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1832,  2,164  85 

April  23.  True  & Greene,  do.  for  blanks,  paper  and 
twine,  from  1st  October,  1832,  to  15th  April,  1833,  3,727  23 

July  24.  True  & Greene,  for  paper,  blanks  and 
twine,  from  1st  October,  1833,  to  30th  Sept.  1833,  3,022  12 

Oct.  16.  True  & Greene,  for  blanks,  paper,  and 
twine,  from  1st  Aprij  to  1st  Oct.  1833,  9,625  95 

Real  compensation,  $29,907  75 

8o  that  the  printers  of  “the  Boston  Statesman,”  thus  em- 
ployed by  the  department,  received  compensation  for  the  arti- 
cles which  they  were  employed  to  furni.sh,  within  tlie  period 
named  in  the  resolution,  exceeding,  by  $23,008  50,  the  sums 
published  by  the  department  in  the  Blue  Book. 

And  from  an  accurate  examination  of  the  original  vouchers 
for  these  payments  to  them,  the  following  facts  appear: 

First,  that  the  real  sum  paid  for  “the  printed  blanks,”  in- 
cluding the  pre.ss  work,  type  setting,  and  the  paper  on  wind) 
the  blanks  were  actually  printed,  was  $16,463  25 

And  that  the  real  sum  paid  for  wrapping  paper 
and  twine,  was  13,444  50 

29,907  75 

So  that  the  sum  paid  for  the  printed  blanks  alone 
exceeds  the  sums  published  in  the  Blue  Book,  by  $9,564  00 
Secondly.  It  appears  that  the  only  evidence  upon  which 
these  large  sums  were  paid,  is  the  certificate  of  Nathaniel 
Greene,  the  postmaster  at  Boston.  He  is  the  brother  of  Charles 
G.  Greene,  of  the  firm  of  True  & Greene.  He  undertakes  to 
certify,  in  all  cases,  that  blanks,  paper  and  twine,  were  fur- 
nished to  the  various  postmasters  “in, New  Vork  and  else- 
where,” of  the  quality  stated  in  these  vouchers.  He  is  the 
same  person  who  edited  “the  Boston  Statesman,”  before  that 
press  was  transferred  to  its  present  proprietors,  and,  from  the 
information  we  have,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  postmaster  him- 
self was  interested  in  it  at  the  time  of  granting  his  certificates. 

VoL.  XLVI  SiG.  20. 


This  is  but  one  of  a class  of  cases  presented  by  “the  inciden- 
tal expenses,”  and  we  think  it  proper  to  remark,  that,  profita- 
ble as  such  contracts  are,  there  is  no  competition  admitted  for 
them;  no  advertisement,  or  other  notice,  invites  other  persons 
to  enter  the  lists  in  rivalry  with  the  favored  newspaper  editor 
upon  whom  such  compensation  is  to  be  bestowed.  Establish- 
ed in  a city  where  its  patronage  from  other  sources  than  execu- 
tive favor  was  probably  not  very  great,  the  press  of  “the  Bos- 
ton Statesman”  appears  by  the  vouchers  and  receipts,  to  have 
been  sustained  in  the  year  1832,  when  the  last  presidential  elec- 
tion occurred,  by  the  employment  of  its  proprietors  in  render- 
ing services  to  the  amount  of  nearly  sixteen  thousand  dollars^ 
which  were  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  this  department. 

And  now  it  also  appems  that  Hill  and  Barton,  (printers  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Patriot),  were  allowed,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod when  True  and  Greene  were  employed,  $7,543  26  “for 
blanks,  paper  and  twine,”  of  which  $4,238  83  was  for  printing 
blanks,  though  the  sums  appearing  in  the  Blue  Book,  as  paid  to 
them,  amount  only  to$l,494  36. 

Horatio  Hill  also  had  mail  contracts  for  which  he  received 
6,272  dollars,  with  “newspaper  privilege,”  as  we  have  seen# 
though  the  Blue  Book  does  not  notice  the  fact  in  the  list  of 
printers;  and  Hill  and  Abbot  appear  also  on  the  list  of  mail  con- 
tractors,^ both  for  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  with  Hill  and 
Morse,  T.  S.  Abbot  and  Co.  Hill  and  Crane,  and  Babbit  and 
Hill. 

During  the  same  period,  Shadrach  Penn,  who  is  the  printer 
and  proprietor  of  the  Louisville  Public  Advertiser,  was  em- 
ployed to  furnish  blanks,  paper  and  twine,  to  the  amount  of 
$9,566  36,  although  in  the  Blue  Book  his  name  appears  on  the 
list  of  printers,  as  in  any  way  employed  by  the  department, 
only  for  the  sum  of  $2,297  91.  Other  sums  were  paid  within 
the  same  period  to  other  persons,  for  “paper  and  twine,” 
amounting  to  $24,562  61.  The  sums  allowed  during  these  two 
years,  as  appears  by  the  vouchers  and  accounts  for  printed 
blanks,  paper  and  twine,  (not  including  the  large  sums  paid  to 
other  editors  for  printing  “mail  proposals,”)  amount  to  more 
than  seventy  thou.sand  dollars. 

The  account  now  exhibited  by  the  department  shows  that 
Francis  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe,  received,  from  the  30th 
of  December,  1831,  to  the  26th  of  October,  1833,  inclusive,  the 
sum  of  $21,6.34  90.  He  appears  in  the  Blue  Book  for  only 
$14,371  57.  But  as  the  department,  on  the  application  of  the 
committee,  sent  us  only  a part  of  the  vouchers  for  this  account, 
and  deferred  sending  the  rest  until  it  is  now  too  late  to  ex- 
amine them  in  time  for  this  report,  we  cannot  say  how  far  the 
official  statement  in  the  register  is  correct  or  incorrect.  The 
rates  at  which  this  printer  is  employed  are  enormous,  and,  in 
our  opinion,  are  not  to  be  justified  by  reference  to  any  thing 
which  has  occured  in  the  past  history  of  this  department.  We 
herewith  submit  a specimen  of  the  sums  paid  him  for  advertis- 
ing; and  accompanying  the  same  is  a statement  of  the  rates  and 
sums  allowed  for  printing  advertisements  in  July,  1830.  The 
sum  allowed  for  printing  these  advertisements  is,  it  will  be  seen, 
about  four  times  the  amount  then  paid  for  them.  See  the  state- 
ments marked  X. 

During  the  interesting  period  between  the  1st  of  July  and  the 
30th  of  Dec.  1832,  the  “incidental  expenses”  were  $22,958  07. 
Within  that  time  $13,673  31  was  paid  for  printing  to  the  editors 
and  printers  of  new.<papcrs,  besides  $5,166  15  for  other  articles 
by  them  supplied.  Of  the  sum  so  paid  to  printers,  Francis  P. 
Blair  received  $8,386  50  “for  printing  proposals  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  the  20th  of  July,  1832,  to  the  11th  October,  1832,”  a 
period  of  two  months  and  twenty-two  days.  The  period  im- 
mediately preceding  the  presidential  election  was  the  time  se- 
lected for  paying  from  this  department  to  this  single  editor 
about  one  hundred  and  sixteen  dollars  for  every  day  his  papef 
issued  from  the  press.  At  the  same  time  “the  mail  proposals” 
appeared  not  only  in  the  city  piints,  and  others  having  exten- 
sive circulation  in  difl'erent  parts  of  the  country,  but  in  the 
most  obscure  country  papers,  some  of  which,  having  consum- 
ed the  aliment  they  fed  on,  have  since  perished  for  the  want  of 
it.  We  present  a few  examples,  and  inquire  for  what  possible 
purpose,  except  that  of  supporting  a party  press,  while  an  ex- 
cited political  canvass  was  proceeding  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  were  the  following  expenditures  made.^ 

1832.  Mack  and  Andrews,  for  publishing  proposals 
for  carrying  the  United  States  mail  in  New  York, 

31st  October,  18.32 

Bryan  & Lesph  & Co.  for  ditto  in  New  York,  10th 
September,  1832, 

James  Stryker,  for  ditto,  in  N.  York,  29th  Novem- 
ber, 1832, 

James  Wright,  for  publishing  in  “Sandy  Hill  He- 
rald,” New  York,  proposals  for  currying  the  mail 
in  New  York,  12th  July,  till  September,  1832. 

$1,636  35 


$365  25 
441  90 
416  10 

413  10 
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It  will  be  seen,  h.y  reference  to  the  account  now  furnished  by 
the  dR|i:mmeut,  tluil  while  the  Globe  weekly,  s(‘ini-weekly  and 
daily,  was  publishing  these  very  “mail  (iroposals”  for  the  whole 
union;  .and  while  the  Albany  Argus  ami  the  Courier  & Enquirer 
were  publishing  the  same  for  the  state  of  New  York,  and  ir.ins- 
mitling  l4iem  to  every  part  of  the  st.iie  from  which  a bid  could 
be  expected,  these  four  p.apers,  some  of  them  scarcely  circulat- 
ing through  a single  county  in  the  interior,  and  published  two 
or  three  times  a week,  were  kept  up  at  an  expense  of  .^1,1)36  3") 
for  two  months’  printing  of  the  mail  proposals  for  the  whole 
state.  For  these  and  other  similar  expenditures,  now  broughi 
to  light  by  the  document  annexed,  we  can  peiceive  no  prece 
dents  in  the  former  history  of  the  department. 

The  year  1832  was  also  distinguished  by  the  amount  of  ex- 
penses incurred  for  the  services  of  sundry  agents  and  seen  t 
emissaries  who  were  pul  in  motion  at  an  ( xpense  of  nearly  ten 
thousand  dollars  for  that  year.  The.se  trips  of  invc.stigaiion  do 
not  all  appear  on  the  face  of  the  account.  'J’lie  sum  of  6,005 
is  credited  for  sums  paid  to  S.  Gouverneur,  the  postmaster  at 
New  York.  From  an  endorsement  on  one  of  the  Vouchers  to 
support  this  charge,  it  appears  that  he  has  received  credit  on 
the  books  of  the  department  for  that  amount, him  'paid,  for 
the  incidental  expenses  of  his  office,  from  which  we  inter  that 
by  the  direction  of  the  department,  he  made  these  payments 
and  was  allowed  them  on  settlement  for  po.stages.  Mr.  Gou- 
verneur is  not  responsible  for  these  payments  ordered  by  tin 
department.  Among  the  receipts  is  one  of  P.  S.  Loughboronuh 
travelling  agent,  for  one  hundred  dollars  paid  him  on  the.  <lth 
day  of  June,  1832;  and  seven  of  Barnabas  P,atcs,  anollier  tra- 
veller, for  $1,253  casli,paid  him  as  “special  agent,”  between 
the  1st  of  August  and  the  12lh  ol  December,  1832,  inclusive 
Mr.  Barnab.as  Bates,  in  October,  1833,  presented  an  account, 
of  which  the  following  is  a literal  copy. 

“General  post  office, 

“To  B.  Bates,  special  .agent  Dr. 

“1833.  April  30. 

To  services  from  July  1,  1832,  to  date,  304  d.ays,  at 

$3  per  diem,  $912  00 

Do.  do.  expenses  during  the  same,  $2  50  760  00 

Do.  do.  steamboat  and  stage  fare,  do.  184  00 

$1,856  00 

So  that  Mr.  Barnabas  Bates  set  a good  price  on  his  travels 
and  although,  hy  an  endorsement,  it  appears  that  Mr.  0.  K 
Gardner,  the  first  assistant  postmaster  general,  doubted  about  th 
allowanee  of  50  cents  of  the  $2  50  per  diem  for  “expenses, ^ 
in  addition  to  the  “per  diem  for  services,”  and  the  “steamboat 
and  stage  fare;”  yet,  on  putting  the  question  endorsed  on  the 
voucher — “shall  the  additional  fifty  cents  be  allow'ed  under  the 
circumstances?”  the  postmaster  general  underwrites — “allow 
ed;”  and  on  the  15th  of  October,  1833,  Mr.  Bates  gives  a receipt 
fora  credit  allowed  him  on  account  for  the  whole  amount  of 
1,856  dollars.  The  most  curious  part  of  this  matter,  however, 
is,  that  the  department  has  directed  Mr.  Gouvorneur  to  pay 
these  agents  for  travelling,  as  it  appears  they  did,  as  “special 
agents,”  in  New  York  and  New  England,  and  then  covered 
and  concealed  the  charges  under  the  name  nfKHncidental  ex- 
penses of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York.”  By  the  re- 
turns for  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  it  also  appears  that  P.  S. 
Loughborough,  who  receives  an  annual  salary  from  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars  as  “general 
agent”  of  the  post  office  department,  was  paid  in  addition 
thereto  the  sum  of  $2,467  66  as  “special  agent,”  for  expenses 
in  travelling  in  Virginia,  New  York  and  the  western  states,  per 
order  of  the  postmaster  general,  from  the  1st  November,  1831, 
to  31st  December,  1832,  making  the  whole  sum  paid  that  officer 
during  that  period  $4,067  66.  During  the  same  period,  it  will 
be  seen  from  the  account  that  other  agents  received  $4,099  40, 
which,  with  the  payment  to  Bates,  made  by  Gouverneur,  make 
^,510  66  for  travelling  agents  in  about  one  year.  It  is  in  evi- 
dence before  the  committee  by  O.  B.  Brown,  that  Mr.  Lough- 
borough started  on  another  trip  of  investigation  about  four 
weeks  ago. 

Finally,  the  incidental  expenses  from  the  1st  of  July,  1829,  to 
the  1st  of  July,  1834,  by  the  returns  made  for  the  four  first 
years,  and  the  postmaster  general’s  estimates  for  the  last, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  $357,579  04;  thus  exceeding  the  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  five  years  previous  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1829,  by  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-one  dollars.  The  necessity  for  legal  restraint  in 
this  matter,  we  think  too  apparent  to  require  further  comment; 
and  we  now  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  have  found  the  affairs  of  the 
department  in  a slate  of  utter  derangement,  resulting,  as  it  i.s 
believed,  from  the  uncontrolled  discretion  exercised  by  its  of- 
ficers over  its  contracts  and  its  funds;  and  their  habitual  eva- 
sion, and  in  some  instances  their  total  disregard  of  the  laws 
which  have  been  provided  for  their  restraint.  And  your  com- 
mittee ?ee  no  means  within  the  power  of  congress  of  extricat- 
ing it  from  its  present  condition,  and  restoring  it  to  healthy  and 
efficient  action,  without  providing  by  law  a more  strict  system 
for  Its  government;  prescribing  to  its  officers  more  special  rule.s 
for  the  performance  of  their  several  duties;  taking  from  them,  a.s 
far  as  possible,  all  discretion,  where  the  acceptance  of  a con 
tract,  or  the  disbursemont  of  money  is  concerned;  eslablishing  a 
more  strict  system  of  accountability,  and  enforcing  an  observ- 
ance of  the  laws  by  penal  enactment. 


Should  congrcs.s  advance  nut  of  the  treasury  for  the  support 
of  the  department,  the  sum  o(  money  .a^ked  for  by  the  post- 
ler  general,  or  even  the  whole  amount  of  il.<  debts,  it  is  not 
probable,  while  under  the  management  of  its  pre.sent  officers, 
with  no  other  means  than  now  exist  to  control  and  restrain 
hem,  that  its  debts  would  be  liquidated,  nr  its  efficiency  re- 
stored. Under  this  impression  and  b*  lief,  your  committee  can- 
not recommend  the  apjiropi ialion  of  any  money  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  the  department  until  there  be  some  further  guarantee 
lor  its  proper  and  judicious  application. 

Your  commitlee,  reserving  the  right  to  make  a further  report 
on  these  siibjceis  hereafter,  respectfully  recomtiiend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  lollowiiig  n solulions. 

[77ie  resolution  v;ere  published  in  the  last  ReoisteR,  page 
20 1.] 


VIEW.8  OF  THE  MINORITY 
Of  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

[Mr.  Grundy  presented  the  tollowing  paper  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  the  comtnitlee,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  appended  to,  and  printed  with  the  repoit  of  the  majori- 
ty-] 

The  undersigned,  two  of  the  five  members  composing  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  29th  March  last,  di- 
recting an  exatninalion  to  be  ni.ade  into  the  present  condition 
of  the  post  office  department,  difiering  essentially  in  their  views, 
rom  the  majority  of  the  cotnmittce,  consider  it  their  duty  to 
present  a siaiement  of  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  which  it  is 
iielieved  is  fully  sustained  by  the  testimony  taken,  and  by  the 
books  and  documents  of  the  depanment. 

The  cotnmittee  were  agreed  iii.ihe  opinion,  that  it  was  a duty 
which  they  owed,  no  less  to  the  po.slmaster  general  himself, 
than  to  the  public,  to  give  all  the  branches  of  that  deparynent 
as  thorough  an  examination  as  praelieable. 

The  first  and  leading  point  wliich  attracted  attention,  was  its 
financial  condition,  'i’he  report  of  the  postmaster  general,  of 
November  30lh,  1832,  showed  an  expenditure,  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30ih  June,  of  that  year,  exeeeditig  the  amount  of  revenue 
for  the  same  period,  by  $7,530  18.  It  also  showed  an  increase, 
in  the  amount  of  mail  transportation,  within  the  same  period,  at 
the  rate  of  8,156,392  miles,  equal  to  upwards  of  a million  of 
miles  more  than  half  of  the  whole  annual  transportation  of  the 
mail  in  1829.  It  also  showed  a surplus  of  available  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  department,  to  the  amount  of  $202,811  40.  The 
report  of  the  postmaster  general  of  November  30lh,  1833,  show- 
ed that  the  expenses  for  transportation  of  the  mail,  prior  to  the 
1st  July,  1829,  had  been  $64,248  76  more  than  had  been  report- 
ed; and,  that  lire  expenses  for  the  .«ame  object  from  the  first  of 
July,  1829,  to  ihe  first  of  July,  1832,  had  been  $141,407  31,  mak- 
ing together  an  expense  of  $205,6.56  07  beyond  the  amount 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  latter  period.  This  exceeded 
the  sum  reportml  as  a surplus  on  that  day,  and  left  an  actual 
deficit,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  of  $2,844  67  beyond  the  whole 
amount  of  .available  funds,  including  all  postages  which  had  ac- 
crued prior  to  that  day.  The  same  report  showed  an  increase 
in  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  within  the  year  ending  the  30tb 
June,  1833,  at  the  annual  rate  of  3,229,464  miles;  and  an  excess 
of  exportation  beyond  the  revenue  of  the  department,  to  the 
amount  of  $195,208  40.  The  report  also  exhitiited  the  annual 
expense  of  transportation  to  be,  at  the  lime  of  making  the  re- 
port, $2,033,289  42,  .and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment, about  $90,000,  making  together  the  aggregate  expense, 
for  the  year  which  will  end  the  30th  June,  1834,  $2,123,289  42, 
while  the  net  proceeds  of  jiostages,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1833,  was  but  $1,790,254  65.  This  excess  of  expense 
must  nece.ssarily  have  continued  to  the  close  of  the  year  1833, 
from  which  period  the  retrenchments  were  to  commence;  which 
the  postmaster  general  stated  in  his  report  to  have  been  direct- 
ed. Taking  the  report  for  a basis  on  which  to  raise  the  calcu- 
lation, and  the  expenses  of  the  department  will  have  been,  from 
July  I,  1833,  to  December  31, 1833  $1,061,644  71 

The  net  proceeds  of  postages  for  the  same  period, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  .ascertained  941,368  61 


Leaving  a deficit  for  the  half  year,  ending  31st 
December,  1833,  of 

Add  to  this  the  deficit  existing  July  1,  1833 


120,276  10 
195,208  40 


And  the  total  deficit  on  the  1st  January,  1834, 
would  be  316,454  50 

The  retrenchments  which  were  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  of 

January,  of  the  current  year,  ought  to  have  reduced  this  deficit 
below  the  sum  of  ,$.300,000  by  the  1st  of  April.  The  condition 
of  the  department  appears  to  have  been  at  that  time,  as  nearly 
as  we  can  ascertain,  as  follows: 

Due  to  contractors,  a.s  per  document  No.  2,  for  services  prior 
to  January  1st,  18.34  $190,000  00 

Ditto,  from  January  1st  to  April  1st,  1834  445,000  00 

Total  to  Ar.ril  1st,  1834  635,000  00 

Due  to  b.-iiiks  for  loans  and  over  draughts,  Uth 
April,  1834  451,599  48 

Total  amount  due  $1,086,599  48 
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Amount  brought  forward, 

Due  to  the  department,  on  1st  April,  from  post- 
masters and  available, 

To  January  1st,  1834  $300,000  > 

From  January  1st  to  April  1st,  1834  500,000  5 

6.ilance  against  the  department  to  April  1st,  1834, 
To  this  must  be  added,  the  interest,  payable  to 
the  1st  of  IVIay,  1834,  as  per  document  No.  3, 
amounting  to 


$1,080,599  48  j [lostmaster  general,  and  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  community. 


800,000  00 


286,599  48 


.5,510  00 


$292,109  48 


And  the  whole  deficit  is 

In  the  above  estimate  of  $300,000,  due  to  the  department  on 
the  1st  of  April  last,  of  postages  which  accrued  prior  to  the  1st 
of  January,  there  is  no  possibility  of  testing  its  accur.acy  by  any 
other  estimate,  beriiuse  it  is  not  an  estimate  of  the  postages  that 
accrued  from  the  1st  of  October,  to  the  3lst  of  December,  183.3, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  had  been  collected  before  the  1st 
of  April,  but  it  embraces  all  the  remaining  balances  due  to  the 
department  on  the  1st  of  Apiil,c>f  all  the  postages  which  had 
accrued  from  the  beginning  of  the  government,  so  far  as  they 
are  believed  to  be  available.  It  must  be  obvious,  therefore,  that 
no  correct  estimate  can  be  made  of  tlieir  amount,  wiiliout  going  i 
over  every  account,  many  thousands  in  number,  striking  the 
balance  ofeach,  and  adding  these  balances  together.  This  we 
have  not  done,  and  the  labor  which  it  would  require  is  so  great 
as  to  render  it  impracticable  at  this  time. 

It  is  also  proper  to  observe,  that  of  the  $.500,000,  estimated  .as 
the  proceeds  of  the  quarter  emliiig  on  the  31st  of  March,  18^34, 
a part  had  been  paid  over  by  deposites  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 
partment, before  the  termination  of  that  quarter;  hut  so  far  as 
they  had  been  thus  paid  over,  they  had  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  against  the  department;  so  that  if  their  payment 
in  part  lessened  the  amount  due  to  the  deparlmeut,  their  appli- 
cation lessened  in  the  satne  degree  tiic  amount  due  from  the  de- 
partment. 

It  should  here  he  noticed,  ih.'it  many  of  the  postmasters,  in 
the  most  productive  post  offices,  are  required,  hy  the  regulations 
of  the  department,  to  deposite  to  its  credit  in  bank,  a portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  their  otfices  before  the  close  of  the  quarter. 
Some  of  these  make  their  deposite  weekly,  some  monthly,  and 
some  not  till  after  the  end  of  the  quarter.  Of  the  postage  col- 
lected at  the  several  post  offices,  it  is  estimated  that  about  one- 
half,  or  a little  more  (ban  niic-half,  is  deposited  in  banks,  and 
the  remainder  is  drawn  by  draughts  on  postm.isters  in  favor  of 
contractors.  Of  the  amount  deposited  in  banks,  it  is  estimated 
that  about  one-half  is  deposited  before  the  close  of  the  quarter; 
so  that  the  amount  thus  deposited  of  the  current  proceeds,  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  quarter,  is  estimated  at  .about  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  proceeds  of  the  quarter,  and  is  available  by  the  de- 
partment to  the  payment  of  transportation,  for  services  render- 
ed during  the  preceding  quarter.  The  compensation  for  servi- 
ces rendered  for  transportation  in  one  quarter  being  payable  in 
the  next.  This,  however,  does  not  aflect  the  means  of  the  de- 
partment for  meeting  its  engagements,  because  the  same  means 
recur  by  the  current  deposites,  to  an  amount,  at  least  equal,  in 
every  successive  quarter.  It  would  only  produce  this  result: 
ahat  if  the  department  were  to  close  its  operations,  and  wind  up 
f its  business,  at  the  termination  of  any  quarter,  it  would  be  found 
about  one  month  behind  hand  in  its  resources,  beyond  what  it 
would  be  if  its  operations  continued.  These  current  payments 
have  always  been  relied  upon  hy  the  department,  and  while  it 
continues  its  operations,  they  can  never  fail.  They  do  not, 
therefore,  sensibly  affect  the  statement  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  department. 

By  the  last  report  of  tfie  late  postmaster  general,  ITth  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail,  at  that  time, 
was  13,610,039  mites.  From  the  reports  of  the  present  post- 
master general,  which  report  is  corroborated  by  a statement  of 
all  the  mail  routes,  with  their  distances,  and  the  frequency  of 
transportation  on  each,  it  appears  that  the  annual  amount  of 
transportation  of  the  mail,  on  the  1st  July,  1832,  was  23,625,021 
miles;  and  on  the  1st  July,  1833,  it  appears  to  have  been  further 
increased  to  26,854,483  miles,  nearly  double  the  amount  of  what 
it  was  when  the  present  incumbent  took  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  also  appears,  from  the.  reports  of  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral to  the  senate,  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  allowances  to  contractors  for  extra  services,  by  w'hich 
this  great  increase  of  transportation  was  mainly  effected,  was 
$485,662  41  per  annum.  To  this  sum  should  he  added  the  ex- 
pense of  carrying  into  effect  the  law  of  the  15th  of  June,  1832, 
festahlishing  additional  post  routes,  which  is  estimated  in  the 
report  of  3d  of  March,  (last  page),  at  $125,341  88.  On  these 
new  routes,  no  revenue  of  any  considerable  amount  could  be 
expected  for  some  time,  especially  for  the  first  one  or  two  years. 

The  allowances  for  these  extra  services  (all  taken  together), 
appear  to  be  quite  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  when  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  additional  services  rendered;  and 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  expense  of  establisliing  the  new 
mail  routes,  required  by  the  law  of  18.32,  and  the  loss  of  reve- 
nue occasioned  by  the  extension  of  the  franking  privilege  to 
members  of  congress,  throughout  the  year,  and  the  ciremnstanoe 
of  the  expenses  in  1829  being  much  greater  than  the  revenues 
of  the  department,  the  present  deficit  is  fully  accounted  for. 
These  extra  services  were  designed  for  no  other  end  than  tlie 
benefit  of  the  community.  At  the  earnest  solicitation  of  many 
citizens,  urged  in  most  cases  by  members  of  congress,  and  others 
high  in  public  confidence,  the  facilities  were  granted  by  the 


In  his  great  desire  to  satisfy  the  w i.-hes  of  every  section  of  the 
country,  and  to  render  the  department  as  extensively  useful  as 
possilile,  he  has  gone  too  far,  bccatise  he  has  exceeded  the  ino- 
neyeil  means  of  ]iis  department.  But  he  appears,  for  tlie  rea- 
sons as>igned  in  bis  report,  w liith  has  been  communicated  to 
the  senate,  to  have  b<  en  iinap|>rized  of  the  ixact  condition  of 
the  financial  concerns  of  the  department,  till  the  deficiencies 
actually  appeared.  He  tlirii  made  the  investigation,  which  re- 
sulted ill  diselosing  the  cause,  and  a|iplied  the  corrective  with 
as  inuch  proinpiness  as  the  public  interest  would  admit. 

The  want  ot  a more  perfect  organization  of  the  postoflice  de- 
partment by  law,  is  calcniateil  to  produce  embarrassment,  and 
often  to  subject  its  bead  to  unuierftcd  animadversion.  The 
other  departments  of  the  goveriitiu'ru  ate  organized  with  suh- 
olficers,  holding  their  appointments  from  the  executive,  who' 
superintend  the  different  branches,  and  share  the  responsibility, 
'i'lie  post  iirtico  dei>nrlment  was  tint  small  in  the  beginning,  and 
has  grown  raiiidly  into  its  iiresciu  magnitude  and  importance. 
To  this  firciimstance  it  is  probably  owing  that  it  has  hitherto 
been  left  without  proper  organization.  The  individual  who 
may  lia{ipeii  to  be  at  its  head,  is  held  responsible  for  every  thing; 
though  its  business  is  so  iiiullilarioiis  and  extended  that  no  in- 
dividual can  possibly  superintend  all  its  branches.  It  was  for- 
merly the  case,  tliat  all  its  funds  were  at  the  disposal  of  a single 
person,  wiilioiit  any  check  whatever  upon  him,  or  even  the 
means  of  knowing  w'lieiher  the  surplus  fund.s  were  in  deposite, 
or  diverted  from  their  Icgiliiiiate  object.  The  present  incum- 
bent has  established  a rule  which  is  calculated  to  prevent  abuse. 
No  moneys  can  now  pass  into  tlie  hands  of  an  individual,  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  officers  of  the  department. 

If  it  be  a payment  for  transportation,  it  requires  the  requisition 
of  the  principal  pay-clerk,  and  a check  signed  by  the  treasurer 
and  by  an  assistant  postma.ster  general,  before  the  money  can 
be  draw  n.  If  for  any  other  purpose,  it  requires  the  requisition 
of  the  postmaster  general  himself,  or  an  account  audited  by  one 
officer,  and  approved  by  another,  and  a check  in  either  case  to 
be  signed  by  lioth  these  officers,  before  the  money  can  be  drawn. 
This  we  conceive  to  be  a very  salutary  improvement  in  the 
financial  operations  of  tlie  department,  and  well  calculated  to 
[irevenl  abuses;  but  as  it  is  only  a regulation  of  the  postmaster 
general,  it  is  subject  to  change  at  his  pleasure.  He  has  indeed 
given  to  tlie  system  all  the  effect  which  he  has  the  power  of 
doing;  but  to  give  it  permanency,  so  as  to  constitute  a perpetual 
and  efioctual  barrier  against  abuse,  we  are  of  opinion  tliat  it 
should  liave  the  sanction  of  law;  and  that  the  officers  exercising 
these  powers  should  hold  ilieir  offices,  as  in  other  departments^ 
not  at  the  pleasure  of  the  person  who  may  fill  the  place  of  the 
head  of  the  department,  but  of  the  president  and  senate. 

The  last  report  of  the  late  postmaster  general  showed  that  the 
expenditures  for  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  exceeded 
the  revenues  of  the  department  upwards  of  $25,000.  Between 
that  time  and  the  following  March,  when  he  left  the  department, 
the  contracts  liad  been  made  for  the  new  routes,  established  by 
the  law  of  1828,  involving  a very  considerable  increase  of  ex- 
pense. The  present  postmaster  eeneral  took  charge  of  the  de- 
partment in  April,  1829,  and  his  first  report  showed  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  department  for  the  year  ending  July  1st  1829,  were 
nearly  $75,000  more  than  all  its  revenues  for  the  same  period. 
Thus  it  appears  that  the  course  of  administering  the  department 
which  produced  the  deficit  in  its  means,  began  as  early  as  1827, 
or  the  commencement  of  1828,  and  has  continued  from  that  pe- 
riod to  the  close  of  the  last  year.  To  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
case,  the  postmaster  seneral  resorted  to  loans  from  banks,  on 
which  he  had  paid  interest  prior  to  the  1st  April  last,  $14,570  42, 
and  the  further  amount  which  accrued  to  the  1st  May,  was 
,$5,510,  makinff  together  the  sum  of  $20,080  42  interest  to  the 
1st  of  May,  1834,  as  per  document  No.  4-  These  loans  were 
made  on  tiie  faith  and  credit  of  the  post  office  department,  and 
not  of  the  ire.-isury;  yet,  while  the  moneys  of  the  treasury  ate 
abundant,  it  does  not  seem  to  comport  with  good  economy  for 
one  department  of  the  government  to  be  paying  interest  to  the 
banks  for  the  use  of  money,  which  money  is  deposited  in  banks 
by  another  department  of  the  government  without  interest.  The 
committee  therefore  applied  by  letter  to  the  postmaster  general 
for  a statement  of  liifj  opinion  of  the  amount  which  would  re- 
lieve his  department  from  pecuniary  embarrassment.  In  an- 
swer 10  this  inquiry,  he  stated  that  if,  of  the  moneys  fbrmerly 
paid  hy  that  department  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $450,000 
could  now  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  department,  it  would 
efl’cet  the  desired  relief,  and  that  he  should  be  able  to  restore  it 
to  the  treasury  in  the  following  instalments,  without  injury  to 
the  snecessfiil  administration  of  the  department: 

On  the  1st  of  Julv,  1835  $1.50,000 

On  the  1st  of  Jniv.  1836  1.50,000 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1837  150,000 


.$450,000 

We  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  a law  authorising  the 
measure,  In  the  nmonnt  and  on  the  conditions  thus  stated  by 
the  postmaster  seneral.  - 

Tlie  postmaster  general  has  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  an- 
nually to  congress  the  eoniraets  made  for  transporting  the  mail, 
with  the  name  of  each  contractor,  and  the  annual  amount  of 
compensation  slipniated  in  the  contract.  In  comparing  the 
contr.acts  made  in  (he  fall  of  1631  with  the  report  of  the  post- 
rnarter  general  made  to  congress  in  the  beginning  of  1832,  it 
was  found  that  in  some  cases  the  contracts,  as  they  arc  in  ac- 
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tuai  operation,  do  not  agree  with  that  report.  An  inquiry  was 
Instituted  into  the  cause  of  this  disagreement;  and  vve  are  in- 
formed that  when  proposals  are  received  for  the  advertised  con- 
tracts, they  are  registered  in  a book  called  the  “Proposal  Book;” 
that  when  these  bids  are  decided  by  the  postmaster  general,  the 
Word  “accepted”  is  written  against  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  a route  is  assigned;  that  this  is  regarded  virtually  as  the 
contract,  though  sometimes  the  written  instrument  is  not  exe- 
cuted for  months  after;  that  from  the  proposal  book  the  report 
for  congress  is  made  out,  the  name  of  the  person  copied,  and 
the  sum  at  which  the  proposal  was  accepted;  that  sometimes 
modifications  are  subsequently  made  in  the  contracts,  even  be- 
fore the  services  under  them  commence;  and  that  in  such  cases 
there  will  appear  a disagreement,  as  above  stated.  Upon  fur- 
ther examination,  we  found  that  such  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  department  under  former  administrations;  and  as  a proof  of 
it,  we  state  a few  similar  cases  which  we  have  noted  from  a 
comparison  made  by  ourselves,  of  the  contracts  made  by  the 
postmaster  general  in  the  fall  of  1828,  with  his  report  to  con- 
gress, in  the  beginning  of  1829.  They  are  as  follows: 

Eli  Ensign  is  reported  as  having  coiitraeted  to  transport  the 
mail  between  Hudson  and  Pittsfield  for  |;700  a year;  but  his 
contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $1,000  a year.  Thomas  J.  Magee 
is  reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  on  several 
routes  for  $10,225  a year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for 
$11,843  a year.  Russell  Case  is  reported  as  having  contracted 
to  carry  the  mail  between  Utica  and  Ithaca  for  $950  a year;  but 
the  contract  was  made  with  Parker  & Co,  in  1828  for$l,42o  a 
year.  Eli  Ensign  is  reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the 
mail  between  Bridgeport  and  Bennington  for  $1,100  a year;  but 
his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $1,250  a year.  He  is  also  re- 
ported as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Hartford 
and  Albany  for  $1,000  a year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is 
for  $1,500  a year.  Pettis,  Day  & Co.  are  reported  as  having 
contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Boston  and  Windsor,  and 
between  Windsor  and  Burlington,  for  $3,000  a year;  but  their 
contract  made  in  1828  is  for  $4,400  a year.  Hiram  Plummer  is 
reported  as  having  contracted  to  carry  the  mail  between  Boston 
and  Dover  for  $800  a year;  but  his  contract  made  in  1828  is  for 
$1,250  a year.  In  all  these  cases,  the  report  to  congress  is  made 
to  agree  with  the  proposal  book,  though  the  contracts  were  dif- 
ferently executed.  The  fact  is  therefore  established,  that  the 
report  of  1832  was  made  in  conformity  with  the  ancient  usage 
of  the  department;  and  under  this  mode  of  reporting,  a disa- 
greement will  exist  whenever  a modification  of  the  contract 
shall  be  made  subsequent  to  the  acceptance  of  the  proposal. 

This  practice,  however,  we  consider  erroneous,  and  are  pleas- 
ed to  see  that  it  is  changed  in  the  report  of  contracts  made  to 
the  present  session  of  congress,  in  which,  not  the  proposals  ac- 
cepted, but  the  contracts  according  to  the  changes  and  modifi- 
cations afterwards  made  are  reported;  this  is  proper  and  ncces- 
eary  to  enable  eongress  to  have  a full  and  correct  view  of  the 
contracts  and  engagements  made  by  the  department. 

The  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of  November  30th, 
1832,  stated  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  to  be 
23,6^,021  miles,  making  an  increase  from  1829  of  9,925,021 
miles.  A suspicion  had  been  intimated  of  the  correctness  of 
this  statement;  and  on  an  investigation  of  the  subject,  the  fol- 
lowing appeared  to  be  the  facts: 

The  late  postmaster  general,  in  his  last  report,  November, 
1828,  stated,  that  on  the  1st  July,  1823,  the  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  was, 

In  stages,  4,489,744  miles. 

On  horseback,  5,511,490  “ 

That  there  had  been  added,  from  that 

time  to  July  1, 1828,  in  stages,  1,949,849  “ 

On  horseback,  1,658,950  “ 

This  made  the  annual  transportation  of 

the  mail  on  1st  July,  1828,  13,610,039  miles. 

The  committee  procured  a list  of  all  the  post  routes  as  they 
were  in  operation  on  the  1st  of  July,  18.32,  with  the  length  of 
each,  the  manner  of  performance,  and  the  frequency  with 
which  the  mails  were  then  transported,  [document  No.  5],  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1832,  was  23,632,330  miles;  and  that  the  increase 
to  that  period  from  the  1st  of  July  1828,  was  10,022,291  miles, 
exclusive  of  the  additional  extent  occasioned  by  the  under  es- 
timate hereafter  pointed  out.  The  report  of  1832,  made  the 
whole  amount  of  the  annual  transportation  to  be  23,625,021 
miles,  which  is  7,309  miles  less  than  the  result  of  the  calcula 
lion  now  made.  This  mode  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the 
annual  transportation  was  deemed  less  liable  to  error,  than  any 
that  could  be  resorted  to.  Besides,  a further  security  for  its 
correctness  is  furnished  by  the  firct,  that  the  length  of  each 
route  is  given,  and  the  number  of  times  the  mail  is  transported 
thereon;  so  that  any  error  contained  in  it,  may  be  easily  direct- 
ed. The  fact  of  a discrepany  between  the  report  of  1832  and 
the  calculation  now  made,  lo  the  small  amount  of  7,309  miles 
In  so  many  millions,  affords  strong  evidence  of  its  general  ac- 
curacy, and  especially  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  calcula- 
tion now  made  and  exhibited  exceeds  the  amount  then  report- 
ed. The  idea  that  the  report  of  1832,  from  any  motive,  placed 
the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  beyond  the  true  amount, 
is  disproved  by  the  fact,  that  it  falls  short  of  it  by  a calculalion 
now  made,  from  the  most  unerring  data  that  can  be  obtained. 

In  this  place  we  would  state,  that  the  committee  enifduyed 
Dr.  Phiiicas  Bradley,  one  of  the  late  assistant  postmaster  gene- 


rals, who  called  to  his  assistance  his  brother,  Abraham  Brad- 
ley, the  other  late  assistant  postmaster  general,  to  aid  them  in 
their  investigations.  It  was  supposed,  that  the  long  experience 
of  these  gentlemen  in  the  department,  would  enable  them  to 
prosecute  some  branches  of  the  inquiry  with  more  facility  and 
success  than  could  otherwise  be  done.  The  report  of  the  re- 
sult of  their  inquiries  has  been  furnished  the  comniiltee,  and  in 
comparing  it  with  the  reports  of  the  department,  we  discover  a 
considerable  discrepancy,  for  which  we  can  readily  account. 

'i'he  Messrs.  Bradleys  observed  in  their  report  that  the  post- 
master general  reported,  in  November,  1829,  that  the  whole 
length  of  post  roads  was  115,000  miles;  in  1830,  he  reported 
them  to  be  115,176  miles;  in  1832,  he  reported  them  to  be  only 
104,467  miles;  and  in  1833,  he  reported  them  to  be  119,916 
miles. 

'J'he  facts  appear  to  be  as  follows:  the  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral, in  his  last  report,  November,  1828,  reported  the  length  of 
post  roads  to  be  114,5.36  miles.  This  must  have  embraced  the 
new  routes  which  had  been  established  by  the  law  of  the  pre- 
ceding congress,  as  it  exhibited  an  increase  of  9,200  miles  grea- 
ter than  the  statistical  account  of  the  department  showed  for 
the  preceding  year. 

The  present  postmaster  general,  in  his  first  report  of  Novem- 
ber, 1829,  assumed  the  last  report  of  his  predecessor  as  the  basis 
of  his  statement.  He  did  not  question  its  correctness.  He  had 
estimated  an  addition  of  between  four  and  five  hundred  miles 
in  putting  into  operation  a few  additional  routes  within  the 
year;  making  the  total  amount  115,000  miles.  In  1830,  he  pre- 
dicated his  report  on  the  same  presumption,  that  the  last  re- 
port ot  the  late  postmaster  general  was  correct,  and  reported 
an  increase  of  176  miles,  which  had  been  added  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a few  routes,  to  furnish  the  seats  of  justice  to 
some  new  counties,  which  had  been  established  in  some  of  the 
states  within  that  period;  and  by  varying  some  of  the  old 
routes,  so  as  to  increase  their  distance,  for  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing a mail  to  new  settlements,  or  growing  neighborhoods.  This 
gave  the  number  of  115,176  miles  in  1830.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  had  caused  route  books  to  be  made,  in  which  the  names  of 
the  several  offices  on  each  route  are  given,  the  distance  one 
from  another,  and  the  total  length  of  each  route;  the  length 
having  been  ascertained  from  the  postmasters  on  each  route, in 
consequence  of  circulars  addressed  to  them  by  the  postmaster 
general.  In  1832,  he  took  the  sum  total  of  all  these  routes  from 
the  route  books,  showing  the  whole  length  of  all  the  post  roads 
to  be  only  104,467  miles.  The  discrepancies  which  they  (the 
Messrs.  Bradleys),  speak  of,  appear  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  estimate  which  had  been  made  in  the  report  of  the  late 
postmaster  general;  and  the  diminution  from  115,176  to  104,467, 
is  produced  by  the  present  postmaster  general’s  correction,  in 
giving  the  true  amount  of  mail  transpoitation,  ascertained  in 
the  manner  heretofore  stated.  The  route  books  are  in  the  de- 
partment open  to  inspection,  and  if  any  errors  exist  in  them, 
they  are  subject  to  correction.  Between  the  report  of  1832  and 
that  of  1833,  the  new  routes  established  by  the  law  of  1832 
were  brought  into  operation,  which  added  more  than  15,000 
miles  to  the  length  of  post  roads,  and  increased  the  total 
amount  to  119,916  miles.  The  Messrs.  Bradleys  state  they 
have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  length  of  post  roads  in  seven 
states  and  one  territory,  by  examining  the  advertisements  for 
proposals,  and  when  the  distances  are  not  advertised,  by  mea- 
suring the  distances  on  the  map;  and  in  the  result  they  have 
found  a diflerence,  or  what  they  assert  to  be  an  error, of  4,195 
miles.  This  is  what  might  have  been  expected,  when  compar- 
ing their  imperfect  and  uncertain  method  of  calculating,  with 
the  correct  method  of  the  department.  They  do  not  inform  us 
what  states  and  territory  they  took,  nor  whether  they  included 
tlie  new  routes  which  went  into  operation  in  1833;  nor  do  they 
furnish  us  with  any  detail  of  the  routes,  with  the  length  of  each 
as  the  department  has  done.  We  have  been  furnished  by  the 
department  with  a detail  of  all  the  routes,  and  the  length  of 
each,  which  certainly  is  the  nrost  satisfactory  statement  that 
can  be  given;  but  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  state,  that  in  seven 
states  and  one  territory,  they  have  found  an  error,  without  pre- 
tending to  have  examined  the  whole  of  the  several  routes  in 
detail  as  stated  on  the  route-books,  and  without  pointing  out 
where  the  error  lies.  Every  route  in  those  states,  and  that  ter- 
ritory, which  may  have  been  subsequently  established,  or 
which  is  not  included  in  the  advertisement  which  they  examin- 
ed, must  have  been  excluded  from  their  calculation;  and  their 
admeasurement  on  the  map,  must  have  been  exceedingly  im- 
perfect, while  the  data  on  which  the  report  of  the  postmaster 
general  is  founded,  is  clear  and  unexceptionable. 

They  next  proceed  to  show  that  the  increase  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  mail  has  not  been  so  great  as  reported  by  the  post- 
master general.  They  state  that,  by  the  last  report  of  the  late 
postmaster  general,  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  vras 
shown  to  be  13,709,039  miles.  On  reference  to  that  report  of 
17th  November,  1828,  we  find  him  to  say,  that  on  the  first  of 
July,  1823,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  was, 

In  stages,  4,489,744  miles. 

On  horseback,  5,511,496  “ 

Since  that  lime,  there  has  been  added, 

In  stages,  1,949,850  “ 

On  horseback,  1,658,940  “ 

We  find,  by  the  addition  of  these  sums 

that  the  mail  transported  in  1828,  13,610,039  miles, 

and  not,  as  they  staAe,  13,709,039  miles. 
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This  was  taken  by  the  posiinasier  general  as  tlie  basis  on 
which  iie  calculated  the  increase  of  1829,  ’30  and  ’31.  The 
docniHent  before  referred  lo,  (marked  5),  gives  a statement  of 
the  length  of  each  route,  with  the  manner  and  frequency  of 
transportation,  showing  the  annual  amount  of  transportation 
on  each  route.  The  sum  total  of  these  different  routes,  as  they 
stood  on  the  1st  of  July,  1832,  is  23,632,330  miles,  the  annual 
amount  of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  at  that  time.  The  in 
crease  between  that  time  and  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  occasioned 
by  putting  the  new  routes  into  operation,  and  by  many  improve- 
nietits  on  the  old  routes,  is  slated  to  have  amounted  to  upwards 
of  three  millions;  making  the  total  annual  amount  of  trans|)or- 
tation  on  the  1st  of  July,  1833,  equal  io26,854,485  miles.  To  dis- 
prove the  correctness  of  this  statement,  the  Messrs.  Bradleys 
report  that  they  have  examined  the  advertisements,  and  calcu- 
lated from  them  the  annual  amount  of  transportation,  and  to 
this  added  the  amount  slated  in  the  report  of  the  extra  allow- 
ances, tntide  lo  the  senate  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  which  they 
assume  to  be  the  total  amount  of  annual  transportation.  The 
incorrectness  of  their  method  must  be  obvious  to  every  person 
who  will  make  but  a slight  examination  of  the  subject.  Be- 
sides the  inaccuracy  of  their  distances,  especially  such  as  they 
ascertain  by  measuring  the  map,  there  are,  and  always  have 
been,  mail  routes  in  operation,  which  are  not  in  the  advertise- 
ments. Some  will  be  omitted  in  the  advertisements  by  acci 
dent.  Some  additional  routes  will  every  year  be  required  to 
supply  new  county  seats  of  justice.  But  what  will  make  a 
much  greater  difference  is,  that  the  advertisements  invite  pro- 
posals for  improvements,  such  as  running  more  frequently,  ex- 
tending routes  to  greater  lengths,  and  other  services  lo  increase 
the  transportation  of  the  mail;  also,  the  greater  portion  of 
steamboat  routes  are  not  advertised.  The  improved  bids  are 
frequently  accepted,  by  means  of  which  great  alterations  are 
made  between  the  advertisements  and  the  contracts,  which  will 
not  be  brought  into  view,  either  by  examining  the  advertise- 
ment, or  the  report  of  extra  allowances;  because  they  are  not 
contained  either  in  the  one  or  the  other.  Routes  are  sometimes 
advertised  to  run  but  once  a week,  and  are  contracted  for  to 
run  three  times  a week.  They  are  sometimes  advertised  to  run 
three  limes  a week,  and  are  contracted  for  to  run  daily.  They 
are  sometimes  advertised  to  run  daily,  and  are  contracted  for 
lo  run  twice  a day.  So,  we  find  the  route  from  New  York  lo 
Philadelphia  was  advertised  to  run  once  a day;  but  the  contract 
was  made  for  it  to  run  twice  a day.  The  route  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Pittsburgh  was  advertised  to  run  once  a day;  but  the 
contract  was  made  for  it  lo  run  twice  a day.  The  route  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pottsville  was  advertised  to  run  once  a day; 
but  the  contract  was  made  for  it  to  run  twice  a day.  The  route 
from  Reading  to  Harrisburgh  was  advertised  to  run  once  a day; 
but  the  contract  w’as  made  to  run  twice  a day.  The  contracts 
for  these  four  routes  alone  provide  for  the  annual  transporta 
lion  of  the  mail  338,360  miles  more  than  what  could  be  embrac- 
ed in  the  estimate  of  the  Messrs.  Bradleys.  They  are  not  in 
the  adveijisement,  for  they  are  covered  by  improved  bids;  and 
they  are  not  contained  in  the  report  of  extra  allowances,  be 
cause  they  are  provided  for  in  the  original  contract.  Thus  it 
appears,  that  the  report  of  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  must  be  very 
erroneous;  but  the  document  furnished  by  the  department, 
showing  the  whole  in  detail,  is  so  perfectly  clear,  that  it  pre- 
sents no  difficulty;  and  if  there  exists  in  the  calculation  a sin- 
gle error,  it  furnishes  the  data  by  which  it  may  be  delected. 

In  their  report,  the  Messrs.  Bradleys  complain  that  they  Itad 
not  access  to  the  archives  of  the  depaitment.  On  this  point, 
we  are  not  aware  of  any  just  cause  for  complaint.  The  post- 
master general  did  refuse  to  suffer  the  books  and  documents  of 
his  department  to  go  out  of  the  hands  of  those  by  whom  they 
are  ordinarily  kept,  except  they  were  in  charge  of  the  commit- 
tee, or  some  member  of  it;  but  he  always  showed  the  greatest 
readiness  to  provide  the  committee,  or  any  one  of  its  members, 
so  far  as  our  knowledgeextends,  with  any  and  every  partof  the 
archives  of  his  office,  whenever  called  for.  lie  offered  them  a 
room  in  his  office,  which  the  committee  accepted;  and  when- 
ever any  member  of  the  committee  was  present,  he  always  per- 
mitted the  books  and  documents  to  be  taken  into  that  room, 
and  there  examined  at  pleasure,  with  or  without  the  presence 
of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  by  the  Messrs.  Brad- 
leys, or  by  any  other  person  whom  the  committee  thought  pro- 
per to  employ. 

In  the  whole  course  of  the  investigation,  the  inquiry  whether 
any  gift,  or  gratuity,  or  favor,  had  been  received  by  any  officer 
of  tlie  department,  from  any  contractor,  (which  might  warrant 
the  conclusion,  that  it  might  have  had  any  effect  upon  tho  pub- 
lic conduct  of  the  officer),  was  never  lost  sight  of;  and  the  re- 
sult in  our  minds  was,  that  nothing  appetired  which  would  jus- 
tify a suspicion  unfavorable  to  the  department  or  any  of  its  of- 
ficers. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  committee,  that  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral had  been  furnished  with  money  by  contractors  to  whom  ex- 
tra allowances  had  been  made.  The,  committee  subpoenaed  and 
brought  before  them  all  the  contractors  who  were  supposed  to 
have  any  knowledge  of  the  transaction  referred  to:  and  from 
all  the  testimony  it  appeared,  that  col.  R.  M.  Johnson  had  been 
bound  as  surely  or  endorser  for  maj.  Barry — that  when  pay- 
ment was  demanded,  it  was  not  convenient  for  either  of  them 
to  raise  the  money — that  col.  Johnson,  without  the  agency  or 
knowledge  of  maj.  Barry,  procured  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  on  a temporary  loan  from  a friend  of  his,  who  was  a 
c onlractor— that  this  friend,  in  making  up  the  sum  required, 


was  aided,  to  the  amount  of  500  dollars,  by  another  contrac- 
tor— that  rnaj.  Barry,  some  lime  afterwards,  paid  the  money  to 
col.  Johnson,  who  repaid  it  to  the  person  from  whom  he  had 
received  it.  The  contractor  swears  that  it  was  never  a subject 
of  conversaiion  between  him  and  the  postmaster  general;  nor 
did  he,  in  consideration  ol  it,  ever  receive  any  favor  or  indul- 
gence whatever.  As  the  whole  of  this  transaction  appears  lo 
have  been  without  the  agency  or  knowledge  of  the  postmaster 
general,  it  cannot  luriiish  ground  for  suspicion  of  any  thing 
wrong  on  his  part. 

The  committee  deemed  it  their  duty  to  investigate  every  case, 
when  it  w’as  known  that  a member  of  the  department  had  had 
any  dealings  with  a contractor,  espec  iaily  ir  the  lea.st  intimation 
was  given  of  a suspicion  of  any  thing  improper.  A letter  was 
received  by  the  committee  from  a citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
charging  upon  hearsay  evidence,  that  of  an  extra  allowance  of 
10,000  dollars  on  the  contract  of  Reeside  St  Slaymaker,  in 
which  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  also  interested;  Messrs.  Reeside, 
Slaymaker  and  Tomlinson,  received  each  3,000  dollars,  and  that 
the  other  1,000  had  been  retained  by  Mr.  Brow  n,  the  chief  cleric 
of  the  department.  We,  therefore,  took  testimony  of  all  the 

itiiesses  to  whom  we  had  been  referred  in  said  letter;  and  the 
charge  w as  not  sustained  by  evidence,  but  was  fully  disproved. 
A loan  of  money  was  made  by  Messrs.  Slaymaker  and  Reeside 
to  Mr.  Brown,  which  had  been  in  part  repaid,  and  part  remains 
still  unpaid;  but  it  appears,  on  the  clearest  testimony,  to  be  a 
loan  of  money  on  interest,  and  does  not  furnish  ground  for  sus- 
picion of  any  thing  improper.  It  also  appeared  that  Mr.  Brown 
had,  sometime  before  this  loan,  made  a loan  on  interest  to  Mr. 
Porter,  a contractor,  of  several  thousand  dollars;  and  afterwards 
made  an  additional  loan  to  Mr.  Porter.  If  it  should  seem  ex- 
traordinary, that  he  should  borrow  money  on  interest,  while  he 
had  money  loaned  out  at  interest,  the  explanation  is  found  in 
the  circumstance,  that  he  acted  as  the  agent  of  the  late  doctor 
Jackson,  and  had  received  his  money  to  the  amount  of  several 
thousand  dollars  before  his  death;  that  he  has  continued  to  act 
as  the  agent  for  his  w idow  and  his  orphan  children,  and  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  their  money  to  the  present  time, 
which  he  keeps  at  interest,  as  a distinct  liind  for  their  benefit; 
and  that  it  was  of  this  fund  that  he  made  the  loan  to  Mr.  Por- 
ter; but  that  the  money  which  he  borrowed,  was  to  pur- 
chase property  for  his  own  individual  benefit.  These  are  all 
transactions  of  a private  character,  having  no  relation  to  offi- 
cial conduct;  but,  as  they  were  brought  to  view  in  the  course  of 
the  examination  of  witnesses,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to 
state  them,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  every  thing  which 
might,  by  possibility,  have  a connexion  with  official  relations, 
has  been  carefully  scrutinized.  I’liere  is  nothing  substantiated 
in  the  transaction  in  relation  to  Mr.  Brow  n,  which  can  justify 
a suspicion  of  impropriety. 

James  Reeside,  is  a contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  many 
different  routes,  and  to  a very  great  extent.  In  most  of  the 
contracts  which  bear  his  name,  he  is  associated  with  others  who 
arc  very  largely  interested  with  him.  .The  committee  have  in- 
quired into  all  his  existing  contracts.  On  all  the  routes  in 
w'hicli  he  is  interested,  the  mail  is  carried  in  stages  or  in  steam- 
boats; and  their  e.xtent  is  1,932  miles  in  length,  which  is  more 
than  all  the  post  roads  in  the  United  States  amounted  to  in 
1791.  On  these  routes  the  mail  is  transpoited  annually, 
1,743,910  miles.  For  this  service,  the  present  compensation  is 
f‘119,810  per  year,  equal  to  six  cents  and  eight-tenths  of  a cent 
per  mile.  On  90  miles  of  these  roads,  the  mail  is  transported 
three  times  a day;  on  526  miles  twice  a day;  on  881  miles  daily; 
and  on  435  miles,  three  times  a week.  If,  where  it  is  transport- 
ed more  than  once  a day,  he  should  be  allowed  no  compensa- 
tion for  the  service,  beyond  once  a day,  the  compensation 
would  amount  to  nine  cents  and  seven- tenths  of  a cent  per 
mile.  We  have  also  compared  the  compensation  which  Mr. 
Reeside  now  receives,  with  what  he  received  under  his  con- 
tracts made  in  1827,  under  the  late  postmaster  general.  It  ap- 
pears that  he  then  transported  the  mail  392,194  miles  per  an- 
num, at  an  annual  compensation  of  ;$43,732  68,  equal  to  eleven 
cents  and  tw'o  tenths  of  a cent  per  mile.  Under  those  con- 
tracts the  mail  was  transported  over  573  miles  of  post  road,  on 
90  miles  of  which  it  was  carried  twice  a day  for  six  days  in 
each  week.  If  in  that  case  there  had  been  no  compensation 
allowed  for  the  service  beyond  once  a day,  the  compensation 
would  amount  to  thirteen  cents  per  mile.  We  itursued  these 
invesligatfons  lo  ascertain  w hether  there  is  any  ground  for  sus- 
picion, that  special  favors  have  been  extended  lo  Mr.  Reeside 
under  the  present  administraiion  ol  that  depaitment;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  slighest  ground  for  such  su-picion  ex- 
ists. He  performs  the  service  at  a much  lower  rale  than  under 
the  former  administraiion,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  has 
ever  received  compensation,  but  for  services  rendered  fully 
equivalent  to  the  same. 

An  investigation  was  instituted  before  the  conimiltee,  to  as- 
certain whether  he,  Mr.  Reeside,  had  not  afforded  lo  the  po.«t- 
master  general  such  pecuniary  aid,  from  which  an  inference 
might  be  drawn,  that  he  might  thereby  become  the  object  of 
special  favor  with  the  department.  Upon  an  examination  into 
this  subject,  it  appeared  that  the  family  of  the  postmaster  gene- 
ral was  in  Philadelphia,  and  had  been  there  for  some  time,  at- 
tending lo  his  sick  son,  who  was  under  the  care  of  a physician 
of  that  place.  That  the  postmaster  general,  when  on  a visit  to 
his  family  in  Philadelphia,  concluded  to  remove  his  family,  in- 
cluding his  son,  from  that  place,  at  an  earlier  period  than  had 
been  intended,  and  to'  enable  him  lo  discharge  the  demands 
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against  him,  obtained  from  Mr.  Reeside  1,000  dollars,  upon  an 
acceptance  of  short  date,  which  was  paid  when  it  fell  due. 
From  this  transaction,  we  are  wholly  uiivvillins  to  draw  any 
unfavorable  inference.  In  it  we  e.in  diseein  nothim;  hut  the 
performance  of  a kind  ollice,  for  whicli  [)i  aise,  rather  than  cen- 
sure is  due. 

The  committee  examined  carefully  into  all. oases  where  com- 
plaints were  made,  or  where  any  suspicion  was  intimated  of  fa 
voritisra  having  been  extended  by  the  department  to  any  con- 
tractor, or  of  any  improper  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  the 
postmaster  general  in  granting  allowances.  Every  such  case 
became  the  subject  of  rigid  scrutiny;  and  not  a single  instance 
oi alleged  abuse  has  been  omitted  by  the  committee. 

The  route  between  Baltimore,  Md.  and  Chambersburgh,  Pa. 

77  miles,  on  which  Jas.  Reeside  is  contractor,  was  among  those 
which  were  examined  by  the  committee.  It  appeared  that  the 
proposal  of  James  Reeside  to  transport  the  mail  on  this  route, 
was  accepted  at  1,900  dollars  a year;  and  that  under  his  con- 
tract he  received  at  the  rate  of  3,495  dollars  a year  from  the 
commencement  of  the  service  under  his  contract,  January  1, 
1832,  till  the  31st  December,  1833,  when  it  was  reduced  to  1,900 
dollars.  On  investigation,  it  was  found  that  his  proposal  con- 
tained two  propositions,  the  first  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in 
four-horse  post  coaches,  as  advertised,  which  was  to  leave  Bal- 
timore daily,  at  4 A.  M.  and  arrive  at  Chambersburgh  the  same 
,day  at  9 P.  M.  17  hours:  leave  Chambersburgh  every  day  at  2 
M.  and  arrive  at  BaUiipore  the  same  day  by  8 P.  JVI.  18 
hours;  and  to  perform  the  service  for  1,900  dollars  per  annum. 
The  other  proposition  was,  to  leave  Baltimore  daily,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  steamboat  from  Philadelphia,  and  arrive  at  Cham- 
bersburgh same  day.  in  time  to  connect  with  the  mails  from 
Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  for  the  annual  compensation  of  3,495 
dollars.  The  steamboat  at  that  time  left  Philadelphia  in  the 
.afternoon,  and  arrived  at  Baltimore  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
morning;  and  the  mail  from  Philadelphia  for  Pittsburgh,  passed 
through  Chambersburgh  about  six  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  last  proposition  required  a very  considerable  increase  of 
expedition,  and  would  gain  an  entire  day  between  Baltimore 
and  Pittsburgh,  of  which  this  route  is  a part.  Tiie  proposal  of 
James  Reeside  was  the  only  one  offered  for  the  route,  and  was 
accepted  on  the  first  proposition  at  1,900  dollars.  The  accept- 
ance was  made  in  October,  1831,  the  contract  to  take  efiect 
from  the  1st  day  of  January  following.  On  the  29lh  of  Decem- 
ber, 1831,  the  postmaster  general  appears  to  have  directed  him 
to  perform  the  service  stipulated  in  his  proposition  for  3,495 
dollars;  and  there  is  endorsed  on  the  contract  in  the  hand  writ- 
ing of  Thomas  B.  Addison,  the  clerk  employed  in  preparing 
and  filing  contracts,  “alteration  made  this  29th  December, 
1331.”  Some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  were  induced 
to  suspect  that  this  endorsement  had  been  made  at  a recent 
date;  but  on  the  examination  on  oath  of  three  clerks,  Mr.  Addi- 
son, by  whom  the  endorsement  was  made;  Mr.  Duiidas,  who 
>vas  then  the  corresponding  clerk  for  this  division;  and  Mr. 
Childs  who  is  the  present  corresponding  clerk  of  this  division; 
the  fact  was  clearly  established,  that  the  endorsement  is  not  of 
recent  date,  but  was  made  at  the  time  of  the  date  which  it 
bears. 

The  route  from  Hagerstown,  Md.  to  McConnelfsburgh,  Pa.  on 
which  Mr.  Reeside  is  contractor,  was  also  a subject  of  exami- 
nation. The  distance  is  stated  to  be  23  miles,  and  it  was  ad- 
vertised to  run  three  ti’nes  a week  in  four  horse  post  coaches. 
For  this  route  there  was  several  proposals,  tlie  lowest  of  which 
250  dollars,  (a  sum  wholly  inadequate  to  the  .service) 
except  that  of  Mr.  Reeside,  which  was  as  follows:  “We  do 
agree  to  carry  the  mail  on  route  No.  1,231,  from  Hagerstown 
to  McConnellsburgh,  via  Welch  Run  and  Mercershurgh,  as 
advertised,  for  the  ycviily  compensation  of  40  dollars,  or  we 
will  carry  the  same  so  as  to  connect  the  mail  at  each  place, 
with  the  great  eastern  and  western  mails,  daily,  in  four-Iiorse 
post  coaches,  for  the  yearly  compensation  of  ninety-nine  dol- 
lars, ninety-nuie  dollars.”  This  bid  was  accepted,  and  the 
contract  appears  to  have  been  immediately  filled  at  40  dol- 
lars, and  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Reeside  to  be  executed.  It 
is  alleged  both  by  Mr.  Reeside  :iml  the  postmaster  general,  that 
Mr.  Reeside  stated  verbally  to  the  postm.ister  general,  after  the 
route  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  before  the  commencement 
of  the  service,  that  there  was  a mistake  in  his  proposal;  that 
the  person  who  wrote  out  his  proposal  for  him,  must  have  mis- 
taken his  figures,  and  filled  it  with  sums  for  which  he  never  in- 
tended to  perform  the  service.  He  alleged  that  the  words 
“daily  in  four-horse  post  coaches,”  as  used  in  his  bid,  were  in- 
tended by  him  to  apply  equally  to  both  propositions,  that  he  in- 
tended to  propose  nothing  less  than  a daily  mail;  hut  to  perforin 
the  service  agreeably  to  the  schedule  advertised,  for  fourteen 
jiundrei^  dollars;  or  to  give  such  increased  expedition  as  would 
perfect  the  connexions,  for  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
doilajrs.  That  the  inconsiderable  sums  named  would  show  that 
there  must  have  been  a mistake,  and  that  the  writing  of  the 
words  “ninety-nine  dollars,  ninety-nine  dollars,”  with  this  re- 
petition, made  it  obvious  th.it  there  must  have  been  an  error. 
The  postmaster  general  informed  him  in  answer  to  this  state- 
ment, that  as  the  route  was  intended  to  connect  two  daily  routes, 
it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  run  it  daily;  and  that  the  ques- 
tion for  correcting  the  alleged  error  in  writing  the  proposal, 
should  be  a subject  for  fnltire  consideration.  There  is  on  the 
files  of  the  department,  a paper  which  appears  to  have  been 
written  after  the  service  coinipenjcod,  of  which  Die  following  is 
a qopy: 


“Mr.  Reeside  says  that  the  bid  was  put  in  by  mistake,  as  will 
appt^.ir  from  the  small  sum.  He  intended  to  have  made  it 
,51,400,  and  to  run  daily,  and  so  marked  with  his  pencil;  but  the 
del  k who  copied  it  (or  him,  mistook  his  |>eueil  mai  k,  supvios- 
ing  liie  1 was  belonging  tu  his  dollar  sign,  and  the  0 at  the  light 
h.uid  he  overlooked,  or  considered  it  merely  a point.  The 
postmaster  geiieial  gave  him  a verh.il  order  to  run  daily,  and 
reserved  fur  coii&ideiation  the  correction  of  the  error.  He  has 
run,  from  the  beginning  of  the  year,  daily.  Shall  lie  be  allow- 
ed to  correct  the  error,  and  receive  51,400?  His  distance  is  in- 
creased 10  miles.  No  oilier  hid.” 

On  this  statement  is  written,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  post- 
master general,  “granfed.”  Sucli  are  the  facts  in  this  case. 

It  is  stated  by  the  postmaster  general,  that  the  increase  of  dis- 
tance was  occasioned  by  his  going  by  way  of  Greencastle,  five 
miles  each  way,  which  increased  his  daily  travel  ten  miles. 
That  the  words  “no  other  hid,”  are  erroneous;  and  that  the 
error  must  have  arisen  from  the  circumstance,  that  three  other 
proposals  of  Mr.  Reeside  were  written  on  the  same  paper  with 
this,  to  neither  of  which  was  there  any  other  bid  than  his;  and 
that  it  must  have  been  under  the  impression  that  this  was  one 
of  them,  that  this  part  of  the  note  was  made.  The  allowance 
of  51,400  was  made  him  for  running  it  daily,  with  the  increased 
distance  of  five  miles  each  way,  till  the  close  of  the  last  year, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  a tri-weekly  mail,  and  the  compensa- 
tion reduced  to  $700.  This  is  $450  a year  more  than  the  low- 
est bid,  but  with  an  increase  of  five  miles  distance  each  way, 
and  to  be  performed  in  the  same  time  that  would  have  been  al- 
lowed with  the  increased  distance.  The  postmaster  general 
further  states,  that  as  soon  as  lie  discovered  the  fact  (which 
was  not  until  this  investigation  commenced)  that  there  were 
other  bids  on  the  route,  he  informed  the  contractor  that  the 
amount  of  the  allowance  would  he  a subject  of  reconsideration; 
and  that  it  would  he  regulated  according  to  the  other  proposals, 
and  to  take  effect  from  the  beginning  of  the  contract. 

The  full  amount  of  allowance  is  far  from  what  appears  extra- 
vagant when  compared  with  what  is  paid  for  equal  services  op 
other  routes;  and  if,  when  compared  with  the  proposals  of  other 
responsible  bidders  on  the  same  route.  Die  allowauce  shall  air- 
pear  to  be  greater  than  what  the  contractor  is  fairly  entitled  to, 
the  postmaster  general  has  the  power,  as  he  has  declared  his 
intention,  to  reduce  it  to  the  proper  amount. 

The  contract  made  by  the  department  with  Dr.  John  T.  Tem- 
ple, for  transporting  the  mail  between  Chicago,  Illinois  and 
Green  Bay,  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  has  also  been  a subject 
of  investigation.  It  appears  that  Doctor  Temple  was  formerly 
a clerk  in  the  general  post  office,  and  that  he  resigned  his  situ- 
ation as  such  about  the  first  of  March,  1833,  to  take  effect  from 
the  close  of  that  month.  The  route  from  Cliicago  to  Green 
Bay  was  established  by  the  law  of  1832;  but  in  advertising  the 
routes  established  by  that  law,  this  route  was  omitted,  and  one 
which  had  not  been  provided  by  law,  from  Detroit,  by  Macki- 
nac, to  Green  Bay,  was  advertised.  This  error  appears  to  have 
arisen  from  the  circumstance  that  the  person  who  prepared  the 
advertisement  had  not  the  means  of  referring  to  the  law  as  it 
finally  passed,  it  having  been  necessary  to  prepare  the  adver- 
tisements befbre  the  law  was  published. 

The  proposals,  however,  were  received  by  the  department 
for  transporting  the  mail  on  the  route  from  Chicago  to  Green 
Bay.  One  by  Alexander  Irwin  and  John  P.  Arndt,  to  carry  the 
mall  once  in  two  weeks  for  53,000  a year,  from  the  1st  Janua- 
ry, 1833,  for  the  period  of  three  years.  Their  proposal  is  dated 
“Green  Bay,  September  5,  1832.”  The  other  was  by  Asaliel 
Savery,  of  White  Pigeon,  who  was  then  present  at  the  depart- 
ment, dated  10th  November,  1832,  proposing  to  carry  the  mail 
once  in  two  weeks  for  3,000  dollars  a year,  from  the  1st  April, 
1833,  to  the  31st  December,  1835;  or,  if  the  postmaster  general 
should  require  it  to  be  carried  once  a week,  he  proposed  to  per- 
form the  service  for  the  additional  sum  of  500  dollars  a year. 
Col.  Savery  w'as  already  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail 
from  Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  his  proposal  was  accepted  to 
transport  the  mail  between  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  once  a 
week,  from  Die  1st  April,  1833,  for  the  yei^rly  compensation  of 

3.500  dollars.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1833,  col.  Savery  ad- 
dressed a letter  to  the  postmaster  general,  stating,  that  as  the 
route  had  not  been  advertised,  he  had  not  travelled  over  it  pre- 
paratory to  making  his  bid,  but  had  supposed  the  distance  to  be 
blit  two  hundred  miles,  over  a prairie  country,  unobstructed  by 
difficult  streams  of  water;  but  he  had  since  learned  Dial  the 
distance  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  principally  through 
uninhabited  woodlands,  interrupted  by  several  water  courses, 
which  would  require  him  to  keep  boats  to  enable  him  to  per- 
form the  service.  He,  therefore,  earnestly  requested  the  post- 
master general  to  add  a thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  to 
his  annual  allowance,  as  a matter  -of  equity.  He  proposed  to 
submit  the  subject  to  governor  Cass,  who,  he  supposed,  had 
travelled  over  the  route.  The  matter  was  accordingly  referred 
to  governor  Cass;  but  he  returned  it  to  the  department  without 
giving  an  opinion,  having  never  travelled  over  the  route.  The 
contract  was  made  on  the  22d  of  February  with  col.  Savery  for 

4.500  dollars  a year,  to  commence  the  fir.st  of  April  following. 
On  the  28th  of  February,  one  week  after  the  contract  was 
made,  it  was  assigned  by  Savery  to  John  T.  Temple,  and  the 
assignment  approved  by  the  postmaster  gencr.il. 

The  other  proposal  was  for  3,000  dollars,  once  in  two  weeks. 
Had  it  been  accepted,  the  postmaster  general  could  not  have 
required  them  to  have  increased  to  once  a week  for  less  than 
6,000  dollars.  The  contract  was  maije  with  Savery,  once  a 
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week,  for  4,500  dollars.  Dr.  Tenipin  li:id  detcrmiiieil  lo  resign 
liis  situalion  us  a clerk  in  the  general  post  otlice,  und  to  remove 
lo  Chicago,  and  did  actually  resign  and  leave  the  department 
for  Chicago,  before  the  contract  commenced.  It  appears  that 
he  had  desired  to  obtain  this  contract  before  he  left  the  depart- 
ment, and  had  received  a promise  of  Savery  to  transfer  it  to 
him  in  case  he  should  obtain  it;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  ibis 
was  known  to  the  postmaster  general,  or  to  any  person  in  the 
department  having  any  agency  in  making  the  contract  with  Sa- 
very;  nor  does  it  appear  that  the  hope  or  expectation  of  Doctor 
Temple  to  obtain  this  contract,  had  any  intluence  whatever  in 
the  giving  it  to  col.  Savery,  or  in  regulating  the  compensation 
lo  be  allowed  for  the  service.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  would 
be  highly  proper  that  there  should  be  a legal  prohibition  against 
any  person  engaged  in  the  department  becoming  interested  in 
mail  contracts,  or  acting  as  agetils  for  coiitraciors  in  any  man- 
ner whatever. 

The  contract  for  transporting  the  mail  on  the  route  between 
Bellefonte  and  Meadville,  in  Pennsylvania,  has  also  been  ex- 
amined. This  was  formerly  a two-horse  stage  line,  under  con- 
tract to  Hays  and  liennelt,to  be  performed  three  limes  a week., 
through  in  two  and  a half  days,  at  2,70U  dollars  a year.  Their 
contract  e.xpired  on  the  31st  December,  1831.  In  June,  1831, 
the  route  was  advertised  for  proposals  to  renew  it  in  the  same 
way;  that  is,  in  two-horse  stages,  three  times  a week;  the  trip 
to  be  performed  each  way  in  two  days  and  a half.  John  and 
Benjamin  Bennett  proposed  to  pel  form  the  service  through  in 
two  days,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  for  3,500  dollars  a year. 
There  were  two  other  proposals  received  for  this,  both  to  run 
as  advertised,  viz:  E.  Platt  & Co.  for  1,980  dollars  a year,  and 
Moore,  Lebs  8t  Co.  for  2,450  dollars  a year.  The  hid  of  Platt 
fit  Co.  was  accepted.  This  route  constitutes  a part  of  ilie  most 
direct  line  from  Pliiladelpliia  and  Ilarrisburgh  to  Erie,  the 
northern  part  of  Ohio  and  Michigan.  The  lines  with  which  it 
connects  at  both  ends,  are  four-horse  coach  lines.  There  were 
many  applications  to  the  postmaster  general  from  persons  of  the 
highest  intelligence  and  respectability,  calling  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  into  a four-horse  post  coach  line.  The  postmaster 
general  at  length  determined  so  to  improve  it.  Fifty  per  cent, 
on  a two-horse  stage  line,  is  estimated  by  the  department  as 
the  pro  rata  increase  for  improvement  to  a four  horse  coacli 
line.  The  proposal,  therefore  of  Mr.  Bennett,  was  lower  than 
any  other,  except  that  of  Platt  &.  Co.  But  Platt  & Co.  volun- 
tarily withdrew  their  proposal,  as  appears  from  documents  on 
file  in  the  general  post  office;  and  there  appears  to  liave  been 
good  reason  why  the  postmaster  general  should  have  permitted 
them  lo  do  so.  The  proposal  of  Mr.  Bennett  was  then  acci?pt- 
ed,and  a contract  made  with  them  to  perform  the  service  three 
times  a week  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  They  al.so  stipulated 
to  run  through  each  way  in  two  days,  instead  of  two  days  and 
a half.  Their  contract  is  dated  October  l.'ith,  1831,  but  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  signed  by  them  till  the  29th  March, 
1832.  On  the  contracts,  tlie  following  note  appears:  “On  ac- 
count of  unusual  fre.shets  and  destruction  of  bridges,  that  is, 
Sugar  creek  bridge,  Franklin  bridge,  with  material  other  chang- 
es on  the  road  since  the  15th  October,  1831,  to  the  29ih  March, 
1832,  we  agree  to  run  the  mail  in  two  days  and  a half  e.ach  way 
from  Bellefonte  to  Meadville,  and  back;  and  it  is  understood 
that  as  soon  as  the  bridges  are  rebuilt,  we  shall  adopt  the  fore 
going  schedule  mentioned  on  the  within  contract.  No  delay 
will  be  occasioned  at  Meadville,  in  consequence  ol  the  last 
mentioned  schedule.” 

“The  above  statement  is  just  and  true.” 

“D.\NIEL  ANDREWS,  P.  M.” 

In  consequence  of  this  statement,  certified  by  the  postmaster 
at  Meadville,  they  were  permitted  to  take  the  additional  time, 
two  and  a half  instead  of  two  days,  while  the  bridges  were 
gone,  and  the  roads  out  of  repair.  It  is  stated  at  the  depart- 
ment, that  the  contractors  claimed  additional  compensation,  in 
consequence  of  the  increased  distance  and  expense  to  which 
they  were  subjected  by  the  loss  of  the  bridges  and  injury  of  the 
roads;  but  this  was  denied  them.  The  additional  time,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  been  very  properly  allowed.  John  Ben 
nett  has  since  deceased,  and  Benjamin  Bennett  is  fulfilling  the 
contract. 

Avery,  Tompkins  and  Saltmarsh,  are  contractors  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  on  several  route.s;  among  which  are  the  mutes 
from  Peteraburgh,  Va.  by  Warrenton,  N.  C.  and  Raleigh,  to 
Fayetteville, 203  miles,  constituting  a part  of  the  main  daily  line 
between  the  northern  and  southern  states,  to  New  Orleans. 
These  routes  are  involved  in  their  contract  with  other  routes, 
which  do  not  belong  lo  the  main  southern  mail  line,  at  a round 
sum  for  the  whole,  without  defining  the  proposition  which  be- 
longs to  each  route. 

One  of  their  contracts  is  for  running  four  times  a week,  in 
four-horse  post  coaches,  between  Petersburgh  and  Warrenton, 
85  miles;  for  running  four  times  a week  between  Warrenton 
and  Raleigh,  57  miles,  in  four-horse  post  coaches;  for  running 
daily  between  Raleigh  and  Fayetteville,  61  miles,  in  four-horse 
post  coaches;  for  running  three  times  a week  between  Halifax 
and  Raleigh,  86  miles,  in  four-horse  post  coaches;  and  for  the 
whole  of  iiiese  five  routes,  they  were  to  receive  24,000  dollars  a 
year^  Another  is  for  running  three  times  a week  between 
Nashville  and  Tarborough,  N.  C.  28  miles,  in  two  horse  stages, 
at  450  dollars  a year;  and  for  running  once  a week  on  horse- 
back, between  Enfield  and  Tarborough, 24  miles,  at  70  dollars  a 
year.  These  contracts  all  bear  date  October  20,  1830;  lo  com- 
mence January  1, 1831,  and  to  continue  four  years. 


From  the  first  of  llup  above  routes  they  were  required  to  run 
a cross  mail,  diverging  fiom  the  main  route  at  Diamond  Urove, 
nine  miles,  lo  Gholsonvilic,  fur  which  an  additional  allowance 
was  made  of  150  dollars  a year. 

The  routes  fiom  Petersburgh  to  Warrenton,  and  from  War- 
renton to  Raleigh,  142  miles,  were  afterwards  direcicil  lo  be  run 
daily,  instead  of  four  limes  a w eek,  and  to  be  so  expedited  as  to 
gain  a half  of  an  hour  each  way.  The  route  fiom  Na&hvillc  to 
Tarboiough,  28  miles,  was  directed  to  be  run  in  four-horse  post 
coaches,  instead  of  two  horse  stages.  The  route  from  Enfield 
to  Tarborough,  24  miles,  was  directed  lo  be  performed  three 
times  a week  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  instead  of  once  a 
week  on  horseback.  For  these  several  improvements,  the  con- 
tractors were  allowed  an  additional  cumpensaiiun  at  the  rate 
of  9,000  dollars  a year.  Whether  ibis  allowance  was  greater 
tlian  what  law  and  equity  would  warrant,  is  ii  proper  subject  of 
inquiry;  a pro  rata  allowance  for  three  additional  trips  per 
week  between  Petcrsburgti  and  Raleigh,  via  Warrenton,  pro- 
vided no  more  is  allowed  for  carrying  the  great  mail  on  the 
main  line  than  fur  collateral  mail  lines,  would  amount  to  about 
7,000  dollars— without  iiicre.ase  of  expedition.  This  would 
leave  2,000  dollars  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  the  route 
from  Nashville  to  Tarhorough,  28  miles,  from  a two-horse 
stage,  lo  a four  horse  post  coach  line,  and  for  the  estahlishnieut 
of  a fuur-liorse  post  coacli  line  tlirce  times  a week  from  Enfield 
to  Tarborough,  24  miles,  instead  of  a horse  mail  once  a week, 
and  for  the  increase  of  expedition.  There  is  no  rule  by  whloli 
a pro  rata  can  be  established  between  a horse  route  ami  a 
coach  route,  nor  for  an  increase  of  expedition.  The  contrac- 
tors furnished  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  department  that  the 
iniprovemc-nl  increased  ilieir  expense  equal  to  the  allowance 
which  was  made,  and  there  i.s  no  cause  to  doubt  it. 

From  ilie  1st  of  April,  1832,  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the 
postmaster  general  to  give  such  further  expedition  to  the  great 
sonihern  mail  as  to  bring  it  in  to  Washington  at  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  in.>tead  of  five  tlie  next  morning,  so  as  to  connect  it  with 
the  morning,  instead  of  tlie  ariernooii  steamboat  at  Baltimore 
for  Pliiladelpliia;  in  doing  this,  the  contractors  were  required  su 
to  expedite  as  to  gain  one  hour  between  Fayetteville  and 
Pelcrsliiirgh.  In  tlie  second  section  of  their  contract  it  was 
siipiilated,  iliat  tlie  postmaster  general  may  alter  the  times  of 
arrival  and  departure  fixed  by  said  schedule,  and  alter  the 
route;  he  making  an  adequate  coiiipensalion  for  any  extra  ex- 
pense which  may  he  occasioned  thereby.  In  coiiformity  with 
tills  stipulation,  the  increased  expedition  was  ordered.  The 
contractors  furnished  evidence  lo  show  that  it  required  two  ad- 
ditional teams,  or  eight  horses  and  two  driveis,  and  that  the 
expense  amounted  to  2,000  dollars.  This  sum  was  therefore 
allowed  them  by  the  posima.sler  general,  and  it  appears  to  have 
been  no  more  than  justice  and  the  terms  of  their  contract  re- 
quired. 

The  road  between  Petersburgh  and  Raleigh,  142  miles,  is 
stated  to  he  iiniisniilly  bad  during  the  winter  sea.son;  and  tlie 
great  weiglit  to  wliich  the  mails  have  grown,  rendered  it  im- 
practicable for  it  lo  be  carried  through  in  proper  time  in  coaches. 
To  secure  its  regular  and  rapid  traiisportaiion,  tlie  coiilraoiors, 
from  December,  1832,  established  a line  of  covered  wagons,  in 
in  wliich  Uie  great  mail  was  carried,  to  run  daily  during  the 
winter,  so  as  entirely  to  exclude  passengers;  and  in  addition  to 
this,  lliey  ran  a line  of  coatlie.s  iliree  times  a week  by  which 
the  interiiiediaie  and  smaller  offices  iiiighl  be  supplied  with  the 
mail.  This  was  ruiiiiiiig  ten  times  instead  of  seven  times  a 
week.  For  this  service  the  postmaster  general  allowed  them 
2,500  dollars.  Tlie  service  appears  to  have  been  important  to 
keep  lip  without  interruption  the  regular  communication  be- 
tween the  norili  and  the  south  during  the  winter  when  these 
roads  are  said  to  he  extremely  difficult  to  pass.  Evidence  satis- 
factory to  the  posimaster  general  is  filed  in  the  department  to 
show  that  the  allowance  made  was  but  a reasonable  equivalent 
for  the  expense  lo  which  the  service  subjected  the  contractors. 

A contract  was  made  with  Jas.  F.  Robinson,  dated  15lh  Oc- 
tober, 1831,  to  transport  llio  mail  January,  1. 18^2,  lo  December 
31, 1835,  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Georgetown,  Kentucky, 
72  miles  daily,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  for  1,000  dollars  a 
year.  After  this  contract  was  made,  and  before  the  service 
under  it  commenced,  sucli  increased  expedition  was  given  to 
the  western  mail  as  to  carry  it  from  Washington  city,  and  from 
Baltimore  to  Cincinnati,  in  two  days  less  than  under  the  former 
contracts,  and  so  arrive  at  Cincinnati  at  6 o’clock  In  the  even- 
ing, To  give  to  Kentucky  the  full  benefit  of  this  expedition,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  direct  the  contractor  on  this  route, 
to  leave  Cincinnati  every  night  after  the  arrival  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  mail  from  the  east,  at  7 o’clock,  and  arrive  at 
Georgetown  tlie  next  morning  by  7 o’clock  so  as  lo  connect 
with  the  mail  to  Louisville.  He  was  therefore  directed,  on 
the  29ih  December,  1831,  to  run  through  In  12  hours,  instead  of 
14  hours,  his  contract  time.  The  schedule  in  the  original  con- 
tract was  to  leave  Cincinnati  at  4 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
arrive  at  Georgetown  by  6 o’clock  in  the  evening;  leave  George- 
town at  6 in  the  morning,  and  arrive  at  Cincinnati  by  7 in  the 
evening,  giving  14  hours  "each  way,  and  the  day  time  for  run- 
ning. The  alteration  gave  but  12  hours  each  way,  and  the  night 
instead  of  the  day  for  running.  The  contractor  alleged  that 
this  increased  expedition  added  to  the  difficulty  of  running  in 
the  niglit  instead  of  tlie  day,  subjected  him  to  an  additional  ex- 
pense of  $4,800  a year,  and  claimed  that  sum  as  an  extra  com- 
pensation for  the  service.  The  second  article  of  the  contract  sti- 
pulates, that  the  postmaster  general  may  alter  the  times  of  arrival 
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and  departure,  and  alter  the  contract,  he  receiving  an  adequate 
compensation  for  any  extra  expense  Uiat  may  he  occasioned 
thereby,  lie  did  not  reject  the  claim,  hut  refused  to  make  any 
allowance  until  satisfactory  evidence  should  he  prodiii’cd  of  the; 
nmountofsuch  extra  expense,  fie  therefore  named  two  ex- 
perienced stage  proprietors  in  that  state,  John  liutcliins  and 
,J.  G.  Chiles,  and  proposed  to  refer  to  thorn  the  decision  of  what 
was  the  extra  expense,  the  postmaster  general  still  reserving  to 
himself  the  right  of  determining  what  was  eqniiahle,  after  re- 
ceiving their  certificate.  These  gentlemen  certified  that  the  in- 
creased expedition  required  four  additional  teamsoffour  horses 
.each,  and  two  coaches — that  the  annual  expense  of  the  four 
deams  was  fairly  estimated  at  ^'800  each,  making  200;  and 
the  two  additional  coaches  at  <f300,  making  an  additional  ex 
^pense  of  ^3,500  per  annum.  The  postmaster  general  was  still 
unwilling  to  allow  so  large  a sum;  but  three  other  citizens. 
Miles  W.  Dickey,  Robert  W.  Ewing  ami  John  Dudly,  certifieil 
.that  ^4,000  a year  would  be  but  a moderate  and  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  service.  The  postmaster  general,  upon 
these  testimonials,  made  him  an  additional  allowance  of  ,f3,00iJ 
a year.  When  it  is  considered,  that  in  a contract  like  this,  the 
contractor  depends  mainly  upon  Ins  passengers  to  defray  the 
expense  of  his  performance,  especially  w lien  the  times  of  run- 
ning are  such  as  will  be  most  acconiniodatint'  to  jiassengcrs,  as 
was  the  case  originally  in  this  contract,  and  wiien  the  post- 
master general  shall  afterwards  give  an  order,  the  fulfilment 
of  wliich  shall  greatly  increase  the  expense,  without  any  in- 
crease of  profit  from  the  passengers,  Imt  rather  tending  to  di- 
minish their  number,  it  seems  reasonable  that  such  increased 
expense  should  be  borne  by  the  department.  This  principle  is 
also  recognized  in  the  contract  wliich  provides  that  the  post- 
master general  shall  make  an  adequate  compensation  for  such 
extra  expense.  The  allowance  then  is  hut  tlie  fulfilment  of  a 
stipulation  in  the  original  c'ontract;  and  in  this  case,  it  a[)pears 
to  be  just  and  equitable. 

Josiafa  Horton  swears,  that  in  1832,  he,  with  Wrn.  Lewis  and 
Thomas  Lindsay,  run  a line  of  stages  on  the  road  from  Frede- 
rick to  Hagerstown,  in  Maryland,  at  the  time  when  the  atlicics 
of  agreement  referred  to  in  Mr.  Drown ’s  statement,  were  eii 
4e red  into  between  the  Pennsylvania  and  national  road  com 
panics— that  that  agreement  contained  an  article  tending  to  in- 
jure him  by  driving  him  off  the  road;  and  that  lie  learned  from 
Mr.  Carter  and  Mr.  Tomlinson,  that  Mr.  Brown  received  fifiy 
dollars  of  Mr.  Carter  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  bringing  about 
that  agreement.  For  the  part  wliich  Mr.  Brown  took,  we  re- 
fer to  his  statement  on  oath,  by  wliich  it  appears  that  he  was 
iiot  the  author  of  the  articles  of  agreement,  nor  were  they  dic- 
tated by  him — that  he  was  only  the  means  of  bringing  the 
parties  together,  and  urging  the  necessity  of  an  adjustment  of 
their  differences,  and  that  lie  wrote  articles  for  them  after  the 
parties  had  agreed  upon  the  terms;  and  that  what  he  received 
from  one  of  the  companies  was  on  account  of  the  expense 
which  he  had  incurred  in  performing  a journey  to  Pittsburgh 
and  Wlieeling,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  agreement  be- 
tween his  friends.  Mr.  Horton  was  not  a mail  contractor,  nor 
did  he  carry  a mail  in  the  stages  which  he  was  running.  It  was 
rather  an  opposition  line  to  Mr.  Stockton,  the  contractor.  If 
an  agreement  between  the  companies,  who  were'  contractors, 
operated  to  the  detrinient  of  an  opposition  line  upon  either  of 
•their  roads,  we  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  a proper  subject  of  in- 
terference, either  by  the  department  or  any  other  branch  of  the 
government.  Every  citizen  has  a lawful  right  to  run  a line  of 
stages  upon  any  highway,  at  his  pleasure;  and  the  proprietors 
.of  other  lines,  in  making  their  arrangements  for  passengers,  are 
under  no  obligation  in  law  to  guard  his  interest.  But  as  this  is 
a matter  vyhich  has  no  reference  to  the  transportation  of  the 
mail,  but  passengers  only,  and  that  in  stages  which  do  not  cany 
the  mail,  nor  bear  any  relation  to  the  department,  it  is  not  a 
proper  subject  of  inquiry  or  interference  on  our  part.  There 
was  nothing  official  in  ihe  transaction,  nor  any  thing  over  which 
either  the  department  or  congress  could  exercise  any  control. 

Mr.  Horton  also  swears  that  he  has  been  endeavoring  for 
four  years  p.ast  to  get  contracts  from  the  department,  but  he  has 
not  been  able  to  succeed;  that  he  has  been  the  lowest  bidder,  he 
believes,  a dozen  times,  yet  tlie  contracts  are  always  given  to 
others.  He  instances  two  caseS|,rOoe  is,  that  he  proposed  to 
oarry  the  mail  between  Washington  and  Winchester,  via,  Lees- 
Jmrgh,  for  M,3D0,  but  the  contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Stockton  at 
^2,300. 

We  have  examined  this  case,  and  find  the  facts  to  be  as  fol- 
lows; The  route  from  Washington  city,  by  Leesburgh,  to  Win- 
chester, 70  miles,  and  from  Fairfield  Court  House,  to  Winches- 
ter, 56  miles,  both  three  times  a week,  in  four-horse  post 
coaches,  were  proposed  to  be  taken  by  Messrs.  Stockton  & 
Stokes,  in  1830,  at  ^4,000  for  the  two  routes,  with  the  improve- 
ment on  the  former  to  run  six  times  a week,  for  half  of  each 
year,  between  Washington  and  Leesburgh,  and  to  run  three 
times  a week  between  Alexandria  and  Leesburgh  and  to  extend 
an  afternoon  mail  six  times  a week  from  Washington  to  Balti- 
more, so  as  to  deliver  the  Leesburgh  mail  in  Baltimore  the  same 
<iay  it  leaves  Leesburgh,  instead  of  suffering  it  to  be  detained  in 
Washington  until  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Horton’s  bid  on  the  route  from  Washington  by  Lees- 
^biirgh  to  Winchester,  was  for  ^1,370  a year,  and  the  lowest  bid 
/m  the  route  from  Fairfax  Court  House,  to  Winchester  was 
)$l,800.  If  Mr.  Horton’s  bid  had  been  accepted  on  the  one 
foiiie,  and  the  lowest  bid  on  the  other  route,  then  the  two 
toules  would  have  cost  tlie  department  ^3,175  a year.  Mr, 


Stockton  was  already  the  contractor  on  the  route  and  his  bid  at 
$4,000  for  the  two  routes,  with  the  improvements,  was  accept- 
ed. The  differi'iice  wa.s  .$825  a year;  and  for  that  .«um  the  de- 
p.irlim  iit  receivK-d,  by  this  accepum  e,  tin:  additional  service  of 
three  mails  a week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches,  between  Wash- 
iiigloii  and  Lee^llltrgh,  and  six  afternoun  mails  u week  belwee 
Washington  and  Baltimore,  by  which  the  mails  from  Winches- 
ter and  Leesburgh,  and  other  places  in  the  northern  part  of  Vir- 
ginia, were  delivered  ill  Baltimore  the  evening  of  their  arrival 
in  Washington,  instead  of  being  detained  till  the  next  day,  and 
facililies  of  an  afternoon  mail  to  Baltimore  given  to  the  citizens 
of  Washington,  Georgetown  and  .Alexandria.  The  postmaster 
general  considered  tliis  tlie  best  bid,  and  tlierefore  accepted  it. 

The  other  ca.se  wliich  he  instances  is  that  of  tlie  route  be- 
tween Washington  ciiy  and  Lyncliburgli,  Virginia,  200  miles. 
He  alleges  that  his  bid  was  lower  than  that  of  Mr.  Smith  by 
.$1  j.'iOO,  a.s  he  believes;  yet  Mr.  Smith  obtained  the  contract. 
The  facts  appear  to  he  as  follows:  William  Smith,  of  Virginia, 
had,  about  a year  before  the  advertising  of  this  route,  in  1830, 
the  period  to  which  Horton’s  affidavit  refers,  established  a line 
of  four-Iiorse  post  coache.s,  to  run  tliree  times  a week  on  the 
whole  ronie  between  Washington  and  Lyncliburgli.  When,  in 
1830,  Ihe  adveriiseinent  was  issued  for  proposals  for  the  whole 
of  the  southern  section,  Mr.  Smith  proposed  to  renew  his  con- 
tract on  this  route  at  $6,000  a year,  for  four  years,  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1831.  Mr.  Horton  proposed  to  take  the  contract  at 
,$5,4.50  a year,  as  aiipears  by  the  proposal  books,  making  a dif- 
ference of  5.50  dollars  a year,  and  not  1,500,  as  Mr.  Horton 
supposed.  Mr.  Smith  also  pro{io.>ed,  without  any  further  com- 
pensation, to  furiiisli  the  mail  with  guards,  if,  at  any  time  it 
should  become  necessary  on  this  route,  as  it  had  on  several 
Ollier  routes.  He  also  lioiind  himself  to  make  such  provision 
for  passengers  on  the  route  from  Winchester,  connecting  with 
this  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  as  would  supercede  the  necessity 
of  extending  tliat  route  from  Fairfax  Court  House  to  Alexan- 
dria, 14  miles.  The  (lostinaster  general  considered  Mr.  Smith’s 
bid  the  most  eligible  ol  the  two,  if  he  had  only  regarded  the 
improvements.  But  there  were  other  considerations  before  him. 
It  i.s  usual  to  give  a preference-to  old  contractors,  when  they 
are  known  to  be  faithful.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  former  contrac- 
tor on  this  route,  and,  as  such,  was  very  favorably  known  to 
the  department.  Mr.  Horton  does  not  ap(>ear  to  liave  been  fa- 
vor.ably  known  to  the  department.  The  present  postmaster 
general  had  been  but  a little  more  than  a year  in  office,  and  for 
a knowledge  of  the  character  of  contractors,  he,  of  course,  re- 
ferred to  the  testimonials  left  in  the  department  by  his  prede- 
cessor. From  them  he  does  not  appear  to  have  found  any 
tiling  favorable  respecting  Mr.  Horton.  It  appears  that  in  the 
fall  of  1828,  when  the  last  lettings  were  made  under  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, Josidh  Horton  & Co.  proposed  to  carry  the  mail  daily,  in 
stages  between  Boston  and  Providence,  42  miles,  for  690  dollars 
a year.  Under  the  record  of  this  proposal  is  written,  in  tlie 
hand  writing  of  the  late  postmaster  general,  the  following  note; 
“'Pile  persons  associated  with  Mr.  Horton  not  being  made 
known  to  the  department,  and  as  there  is  a considerable  amount 
of  property  on  this  route,  which,  by  the  rules  Of  this  depart- 
ment, must  be  purchased  by  the  under  bidder,  it  is  believed  that 
he  does  not  possess  the  means  to  purchase  the  same.  The  bid 
of  the  contractors  is,  therefore,  accepted  as  above.”  Against 
the  names  of  Gay  & Homer,  above,  is  also  written,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Mr.  McLean,  “accepted  at  2,000.”  Thus,  itnppears, 
he  was  not  accredited  by  tlie  late  postmaster  for  a daily  mail, 
42  miles,  but  another  proposal  was  accepted  at  nearly  three 
times  the  amount  of  Mr.  Horton’s.  We  should,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  conclude  that  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Smitli’e 
proposal,  in  preference  to  that  of  Mr.  Horton,  for  a route  of  200 
miles  ill  length,  was  judicious  and  proper. 

The  contracts  with  gen.  George  House,  of  Ohio,  have  also 
been  the  subjects  of  investigation.  He  was  under  contract  with 
the  late  postmaster  general,  for  transporting  the  mail,  once  a 
week,  between  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  and  Chillicothe,  62  miles,  in 
two-horse  stages,  from  January  1, 1828,  to  December  31,  1831, 
at  $600  a year.  From  the  1st  November,  1829,  he  was  allowed, 
by  the  present  postmaster  general,  an  additional  sum  of  $600  a 
year,  for  running  twice  a week  in  four-horse  post  coaches. 
John  Black  was  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Galli- 
polis and  Coalsmouth,  Va.  twice  a week,  on  horseback,  from 
January  1, 1831,  for  $394  a year.  In  the  spring  of  1831,  George 
House  appears  to  have  contemplated  the  establishrftent  of  a 
steamboat  line  from  Gallipolis  across  the  Ohio  river,  and  up  the 
Kanhawa  to  Coalsmouth,  Va.  50  miles,  where  it  would  connect 
with  the  stage  route  from  Fredericksburgh,  by  Charlottesville, 
Staunton  and  Giiyandotte,  to  Catlettsburgh,  in  Kentucky;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  mail  carried  by  steamboats,  House 
was  directed  to  extend  his  mail  route  from  Gallipolis,  from 
April,  1831,  which  superseded  the  contract  of  Black.  He  did 
not  succeed  with  his  steamboat,  but  carried  the  mail  on  horse- 
back, for  which  he  received  no  more  compensation  than  Black 
was  entitled  to  under  his  contract.  The  contract  of  House  ex- 
pired on  the  31st  of  December,  1831,  and  in  the  summer  of  1831, 
when  the  routes  in  that  quarter  were  advertised  to  run  three 
times  a week,  in  four-horse  post  coaches.  The  proposal  of  gen. 
House  was,  to  extend  to  Kanawha  Court  House,  62  miles,  which 
would  double  the  distance,  and  to  carry  the  mail  in  steamboats, 
between  Gallipolis  and  Kanawha  Court  House,  for  $3,600  a 
year.  His  proposal  was  rejected,  and  that  of  A.  L.  Ross  & Co. 
accepted,  at  .$1,100  a year,  to  run  from  Chillicothe  to  Gallipolis, 
60  miles,  and  to  run  through  in  30  hours,  'riiough  gen.  House 
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hits  not  succeeded  with  liis  steamboat,  he  appears  to  liave  had 
one  ill  a state  of  forwardness,  preparing  for  the  route  up  tlie 
Kanawha;  and  the  department  appears  to  have  been  anxious  to 
have  the  steamboat  lino  established,  as  a conneeting  link  be- 
tween the  Giiyandotte  stage  mute  in  Virginia,  and  the  stage 
lines  from  Gallipolis,  by  Clnllieolhe,  to  Columbus,  and  to  Cin- 
cinnati, in  Ohio.  In  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  depait 
iiient,  A.  L.  Ross,  therefore,  voluntarily  relinquished  the  route 
between  Gallipolis  and  Chillicothe,  that  it  might  be  civen  to 
House,  and  extended,  by  steamboat,  to  Coalsmouth  or  Kanawha 
Court  house.  * 

A contract  was  then  made  with  George  House,  to  carry  the 
mail  three  times  a week,  in  four  hoise  post  co.aches,  62  miles, 
through  in  one  day;  also,  to  extend,  tliree  times  a week,  on 
horseback,  from  Gallipolis  to  Coalsmouib,  50  miles;  and  if  it 
should  be  found  practicable  to  run  steamboats,  then  to  extend 
to  Kanawha  Couit  House,  62  miles,  and  to  carry  the  mail  in 
steamboats  between  Gallipolis  and  Kanawha  Court  Hou.se,  and 
to  perform  the  whole  service  for  $2,600  a year.  It  appears  from 
the  reports  from  postmasters,  that  gen.  House  has  often  failed 
to  deliver  the  mail,  on  his  route,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  department,  and  the  jieiialties  have  not  been  generally  en- 
forced. These  failures  were  frequently  occasioned  by  the  high 
and  impassable  state  of  the  waters  on  this  route,  and  in  some 
instances,  the  penalties  have  been  imposed;  still  we  cannot 
think,  from  the  evidence  now  in  the  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment, that  sufficient  ligor  has  been  exercised. 

William  Smith  is  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail  in  coaches 
on  many  routes,  among  which  are  the  most  of  those  constitut- 
ing the  line  from  Washington  city — by  Fairfax  Court  House, 
Warrenton,  Va.  Culpeper  Court  House,  Orange  Court  House, 
Charlottesville,  Lynchbiirgh,  Danville,  Salem,  N.  C.  Yorkville, 
S.  C.  and  Washington,  Ga.  to  Milledgeville.  The  route  from 
Washington  to  Lynchburgh,  200  miles,  he  contracted  to  run 
three  times  a week,  in  four  horse  post  coaches,  from  January 
1,  1 831,  to  December  31,  1834,  at  $6,000  per  annum.  In  April, 

1831,  such  alteiaiion  was  made  in  times  of  arrival  and  depar- 
ture on  this  route,  and  on  the  route  between  Lynchburgh  and 
Danville,  and  such  increased  expedition  given,  as  to  require 
considerable  additional  expense.  The  object  was  to  perfect  the 
connexion  south  of  Danville,  with  the  route  from  Salem,  N.  C. 
to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  so  as  to  save  two  days  of  time, 
which  would  otherwise  be  lost;  and  it  is  stated  that  it  would 
require  two  additional  team.s  of  horses.  For  this  alteration,  he 
was  allowed  800  dollars  a year  extra  pay.  In  the  August  fol- 
lowing, he  was  directed  to  make  such  further  alteraiion^on  that 
part  of  the  route  between  Warrenton  and  Washington  city,  as 
would  bring  the  mail,  once  in  each  week,  into  the  latter  place, 
one  day  earlier  than  it  would  otherwise  do.  This  alteration 
evidently  subjected  him  to  increased  expense,  and  it  is  stated 
that  it  required  an  additional  team;  .and  he  was  allowed  for  it 
300  dollars  a year  extra  compensation.  He  was  afterwards  al- 
lowed $1,200  for  improving  it  from  a tri- weekly  to  a daily  route 
between  Washington  city  and  Warrenton,  .50  miles.  In  April, 

1832,  he  was  allowed  the  further  sum  of  1,600  dollars  per  annum, 
for  extending  the  daily  route  to  Orange  Court  House,  and  from 
the  1st  of  May,  1832,  he  was  allowed  the  further  sum  of  3,000 
dollars  a year,  for  extending  the  daily  line  of  coaches  the  whole 
distance  from  Washington  city  to  Lynchburgh. 

The  extension  of  the  line  daily,  from  Washington  to  Lynch- 
burgh, appears  to  have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  gene- 
ral and  earnest  calls  of  the  citizens  of  the  section  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  this  mail  runs.  Letters  and  petitions  were 
presented  with  more  than  one  thousand  signatures,  calling  for 
the  improvement,  and  sustained  by  the  members  of  congress 
representing  the  country  through  which  it  p.asses.  This  makes, 
together  with  the  former  allowances,  6,900  dollars  a year,  extra 
allowance  for  improving  the  route  from  three  times  to  seven 
times  a week.  His  original  contr.act  was  6,000  dollars  a year 
for  three  weekly  trips,  or  2,000  dollars  a year  for  each  weekly 
trip.  Four  additional  weekly  trips  were  added,  which,  at  the 
same  rate,  would  amount  to  8,000  dollars  a year.  The  allow- 
ance was  less  than  that  sum.  It  was  therefore  within  the  limi- 
tation fixed  by  law.  Its  expediency  is  the  only  point  on  which 
a question  can  be  raised.  It  has  been  suggested  that  its  proxi- 
mity to  another  route,  that  from  Fredericksbnrgh,  Virgini.n,  to 
Milton,  North  Carolina,  is  such  as  to  render  it  inexpedient  or 
improper  to  incur  the  expense  of  a daily  coach  mail  on  this 
route.  Oh  this  point,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  postmaster 
general,  and  that  the  citizens  interested,  including  their  repre- 
sentatives in  congress,  are  the  most  competent  judges.  It  runs 
through  an  important  section  of  the  country,  connecting  the 
seats  of  justice  of  not  less  than  sevim  counties,  including  the 
towns  of  Charlottesville  and  Lynchburgh,  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  seat  of  the  general  government.  There  is  another 
stage  route  running  between  this  and  the  principal  mail  mute 
to  the  southern  cities.  But  it  has  no  connexion  with  this  route, 
that  commencing  at  Fredericksburgh,  and  terminating  at  Mil- 
ton,  North  Carolina,  and  this  commencing  at  Wa.«hington,  and 
terminating  at  Lynchburgh.  There  arc  other  routes  extending 
from  the  southern  termination  of  these,  w’hich  cnniinne  till  they 
terminate  in  one  point  at  Salem,  North  Carolina,  and  the  prin- 
cipal mail  route  between  Washington  and  Fredericksburgh, 
connects  these  northern  points;  but  they  commence  fifty-seven 
miles  distant  from  each  other,  and  their  terminating  points. 
Milton  and  Lvnchburgh,  are  still  more  distant.  We  are  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is  notliing  obviou-ly  inexpedient 
>ii  the  improvemenls  which  have  been  made  in  this  route;  and 


from  the  uncommon  solicitade  of  the  citizens  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, upon  the  subject,  it  would  seem  that  they  were  an 
object  of  more  than  ordinary  desire.  The  postmaster  general, 
w ho  had  the  best  means  of  determining  the  question,  decided  in 
favor  of  its  expediency;  and  we  find  no  evidence  which  would 
ju>tily  us  in  taking  exception  to  his  deci.sion.  There  has  been 
a reduction  made  in  the  line,  from  VVasliingion  to  Lynclibutgh; 
the  mail  is  now  only  transported  six  times  a week  to  Warren- 
ton, and  three  times  a week  to  LyiichlMirgh ; and  ajjprrespond- 
ing  reduction  of  compensation  has  also  been  madW this  dimi- 
nution of  service  and  compensation,  has  been  produced  by  the 
want  of  means  in  the  department,  and  we  arc  now  prepared  to 
say,  that  the  former  service  and  compensation  should  be  re- 
stored, whenever  the  finances  of  the  department  will  warrant 
it.  It  should  be  remarked  in  this  case,  that  no  imputation  of 
partiality  towards  the  contractors  should  be  indulged  in,  be- 
cause, the  compensation  of  the  extra  services  tails  short  of  the 
legal  standard,  or  what  might  have  been  allowed  by  law,  and 
the  reduction  of  service,  to  so  great  an  amount  was  made  at 
such  a season  of  the  year  as  greatly  to  sacrifice  the  value  of 
much  of  the  stock  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  reduction. 

The  mail  routes  between  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  Cailetts- 
biirgh,  Kentucky,  252  miles,  were  advertised  to  run  three  times 
a week  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  Porter,  Belden,  & Co.  pro- 
posed to  perform  that  service  from  January  1st,  1831,  to  Dec. 
31st,  1834,  three  times  a week  for  7,566  dollars  a year,  or  six 
times  a week  for  15,120  dollars  a year,  or  daily  for  15.500  dol- 
lars a year.  The  contract  was  made  for  three  times  a week,  at 
7,566  dollars  a year,  and  signed  by  Edwin  Porter,  & Co.  and 
Jourdon  Woolfolk,  dated  October  20,  1830,  to  commence  Janu- 
ary 1,  1831,  and  to  continue  lour  years.  About  a year  after  this 
contract  commenced  they  were  allowed  the  additional  sum  of 
156  dollars  a year  for  sending  a mail  on  horseback  three  times 
a week  to  the  post  otlice  at  Tease’s  valley.  From  1st  April, 
1831,  three  months  after  this  contract  commenced,  it  was  im- 
proved to  six  times  a week.  Their  proposals  would  have  en- 
titled them  to  15,120  dollars  for  the  whole  service  six  times  a 
week,  which  would  have  been  an  additional  allowance  to  the 
original  contract  of  7,554  dollars  a year;  but  the  postmaster  ge- 
neral refused  them  this  amount,  and  allowed  them  only  5,000 
dollars  a year,  which  was  2,554  dollars  less  than  their  proposal. 
In  August,  1832,  that  part  of  this  route  which  lies  between 
Guyandotte  and  Catlettsburgh,  12  miles,  was  discontinued,  and 
a reduction  of  346  dollars  a year  made  from  their  contract. 
From  the  1st  November  last,  the  whole  line  was  reduced  to  a 
tri  weekly  route,  and  the  allowance  of  5,000  dollars  a year 
withdrawn  which  had  been  made  for  its  improvement;  also  the 
allowance  of  156  dollars  a year  for  sending  a mail  to  Tease’s 
valley,  was  at  the  same  time  withdrawn,  which  reduced  the 
annual  compensation  for  the  stage  line  to  7,220  dollars  a year, 
being  346  dollais  less  than  tlie  original  contract.  In  this,  we 
discover  nothing  incompatible  with  law  and  equity. 

The  law  of  March  Qd,  1823,  (sec.  3),  which  establishes  as  post 
roads  all  waters  on  which  steamboats  regularly  pass,  from  port 
to  port,  makes  the  Ohio  river  a post  road;  and  the  4th  and  5lh 
sections  of  the  law,  of  March  3, 1825,  has  been  construed  by  the 
postmaster  general,  as  authorising  him  to  make  contracts  for 
the  conveyance  of  mails  on  extended  routes,  and  on  steamboat 
routes,  without  advertising,  as  is  required  in  ordinary  cases. 
Instead  of  being  governed  by  advertisement,  as  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  other  restriction,  he  is  restricted  in  contracts,  under 
the  4fn  section  by  proceeds  of  the  post  office,  on  the  extended 
part  of  the  route — and  in  contracts  under  the  5th  section,  he  is 
restricted  by  the  number  of  letters  and  papers  conveyed.  Un- 
der the  section  which  authorises  him  to  make  contracts  for 
carrying  the  mail  by  steamboats,  it  is  the  practice,  when  the 
number  of  letters  and  papers  conveyed  by  such  steamboat  will 
not  probably  be  so  gieat  as  to  amount  to  a very  considerable 
sum,  to  require  them  to  be  counted  at  the  post  office,  when 
they  are  delivered,  and  payment  made  by  the  postmaster,  ac- 
cording to  law;  but  in  cases  where  the  mail  is  large,  and  will 
probably  ainoiin*  to  more  by  counting,  than  a fair  contract 
price;  and  especially  when  it  contains  numerous  packets  mail- 
ed for  other  oflices,  than  those  to  which  they  are  delivered  by 
the  steamboat,  the  counting  of  them  would  be  impracticable; 
and  it  is  the  practice  of  the  postmaster  general  to  enter  into 
contract  upon  such  terms  as  in  his  judgment  are  most  eligible 
for  its  traiisportalion  in  steamboats.  In  pursuance  of  this  prac- 
tice, the  postma.^ter  general  extended  the  original  route  which 
w.as  then  in  operation  from  Staunton  to  Guyandotte,  so  as  to 
run  by  sK-amboats  from  Guyandotte,  Virginia,  down  the  Ohio 
river,  by  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  I.otiisville,  Kentucky,  to  run  six 
times  a week  each  way,  for  which  he  allowed  the  contractor 
$13,000  a year.  It  it  stated  by  the  postmaster  general,  that  on 
experiment  it  was  found  that  the  part  of  the  route  between 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville  was  much  more  important  than  the 
part  between  Guyandotte  and  Cincinnati;  and  as  the  great 
tiorlliern  and  eastern  mail,  which  arrived  at  Cincinnati  for  Lou- 
isville, and  all  places  south  and  west  of  that  place,  was  daily 
instead  of  six  times  a week,  it  was  desirable  to  have  that  part 
of  the  steaniho.Tt  route  daily  instead  of  six  times  a week;  but 
the  contr.actor  alleged,  that  a daily  mail  would  require  an  addi- 
tional steamboat,  which  would  greatly  increase  the  expense.  It 
was  therefore  stipulated,  that  he  should  run  but  four  trips  a 
week  each  way,  between  Guyandotte  and  Cincinnati,  and 
seven  trips  a week  each  way,  between  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville, without  any  change  in  his  compensation.  From  the  1st 
Novi-inbrr  last,  the  part  of  the  route  between  Guyandotte  and 
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Cincinnati  was  raduced  to  two  trips  each  way,  a week,  and  a 
deduction  made  from  his  compensation  of  5,000  dollars  per  an- 
num. The  present  steamboat  contract,  therefore,  is  to  run 
twice  a week  each  way,  between  Gnyandotte  ami  Cincinnati, 
and  daily  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  and  the  annual 
compensation  is  8,000  dollars. 

The  mail  route  between  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  has  been  a subject  of  investigation.  It  appears  that 
the  contract  for  this  route  had  been  annulled  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  life  contractors;  and  the  postmaster  general  advertised 
it  on  the  15th  of  April,  1829,  for  proposals  to  be  received  till  the 
12th  July,  1829,  to  run  three  times  a week  from  Mobile,  via 
Pascagoula,  in  stages  and  steamboats,  the  terms  indefinite.  It 
was  accepted  to  James  Reeside  & Co.  at  25,000  dollars  a year; 
and  the  contract  made  with  them,  at  that  rate,  to  transport  the 
mail  in  stages  and  steamboats,  or  in  steamboats,  as  might  be 
found  most  eligible,  for  four  years,  from  the  16lh  of  November, 
1829.  The  contract  is  dated  July  24,  1829,  signed  by  James 
Reeside,  Richard  C.  Stockton,  William  B.  Stokes,  John  H. 
Avery,  Edwin  Porter,  and  the  Potomac  steamboat  company  by 
Frederick  May. 

The  postmaster  general  determined,  in  the  fall  of  1831,  to  im- 
prove the  mail  route  between  the  Atlantic  cities  and  New  Or- 
leans, to  a daily  line;  but  as  the  enterprise  of  this  company  had 
in  many  respects  proved  disastrous,  he  determined  to  confine 
the  contract  on  the  route  for  this  part  of  the  line  to  the  respon- 
sibility of  an  individual  who  might  select  his  associates,  but 
stand  personally  pledged  for  the  performance  of  the  service. 
He  therefore,  superseded  this  contract  by  a new  one,  with  Ed- 
win Porter,  to  run  daily,  instead  of  three  times  a week,  and  to 
receive  for  his  annual  compensation  40,000  dollars.  This  con- 
tract bears  date  October  15, 1831,  to  commence  on  the  1st  of 
January  1832,  and  to  continue  four  years.  It  is  siened  by  Ed- 
win Porter,  as  principal,  and  by  Sidney  Porter  and  Wilson  Al- 
len, as  sureties.  Under  this  contract  the  mail  appears  to  be 
carried  at  this  time. 

It  has  been  suggested,  that  this  contract  was  liable  to  excep- 
tion. It  should  be  remembered  that  the  postmaster  general  is 
expressly  authorized,  by  the  act  of  1825,  to  cause  the  mail  to  be 
transported  by  water,  from  the  city  of  Mobile  to  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  It  was  put  into  operation  before  the  present 
postmaster  general  came  into  office— was  advertised,  and  regu- 
larly let  to  contract,  in  July,  1829 — the  transportation  between 
the  above  named  places  to  be  tri-weekly  at  the  price  of  25,000 
dollars  per  annum.  The  additional  15,000  dollars  for  the  addi- 
tional four  trips  a week,  so  as  to  make  the  service  daily,  at 
40,000  dollars  per  annum,  was  clearly  less  than  the  pro  rata  al- 
lowance which  the  postmaster  general  is  authorised  by  law  to 
grant. 

It  is  alleged,  however,  that  this  route  costs  the  large  sum  of 
40,000  dollars,  while  the  net  amount  received  for  postage  in  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  March  1833,  In  the  whole  state  of  Lou- 
isiana, was  only  $-46,718  43,  and  at  this  time  cannot  greatly 
exceed  that  sum — and  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  the  net  amount 
of  postages  in  the  same  period  was  only  $37,682  S8.  Were 
these  two  states  alone  interested  in  this  route,  it  would  be  rea- 
dily admitted  that  the  expense  produced  by  it  would  be  unrea- 
sonable, but  when  it  is  recollected  that  New  Orleans  is  the  point 
Co  which  the  whole  surplus  agricultural  products  of  the  nine 
western  stales,  and  the  western  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia are  transported  to  market,  and  the  purchasers  in  a great 
measure  are  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  eastern  cities,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  whole  western  states,  and  a great  portion 
of  the  eastern  trading  community,  have  an  interest  in  securing 
a certain,  frequent  and  speedy  transmission  of  intelligence  by 
this  route.  A principal  object  of  expedition  in  mail  transporta- 
tion, is  that  intelligence  through  that  channel  may  become  ge- 
neral among  those  who  have  articles  to  sell,  before  purchasers, 
or  their  agents,  aeting  by  means  of  private  information,  pro- 
cured through  expresses,  and  otherwise,  can  obtain  that  advan- 
.tage  which  those  acting  with  a knowledge  of  the  stock  of  the 
market  in  other  parts  of  the  world  always  have  over  those  who 
do  not  possess  similar  information.  In  this  view  of  the  subject, 
the  whole  western  country  is  deeply  interested  in  keeping  up  this 
route,  cost  what  it  may— without  it  they  might  be  exposed  to 
the  danger  of  sacrificing  the  products  of  their  labor  without  ob- 
taining a fair  equivalent,  and  citizens  of  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  United  Stales  are  interested  in  proeuring  certain  and  early 
intelligence  of  the  kind  and  quantity  of  western  productions 
that  are  or  probably  may  be  in  market  at  New  Orleans.  It  is 
true  that  numerous  failures  have  occurred  on  this  route,  owing 
chiefly  to  the  incapacity  of  Mr.  Porter’s  agent,  for  which  fines 
to  the  amount  of  about  6,000  dollars  have  been  imposed;  but 
since  the  contractor  has  fixed  his  residence  at  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  alternately,  and  given  to  the  route  his  immediate  per- 
sonal attention,  the  transportation  of  the  mail  has  become  regu- 
lar, and  well  connected  with  the  great  mail  line  from  Mobile  to 
the  Atlantic  cities.  By  this  arrangement  the  time  of  transport- 
ing the  mails  from  New  Orleans  to  Washington,  and  the  cities 
east  of  it,  is  several  days  less  than  it  was  previous  to  its  adop- 
tion. 

At  first  view  it  may  seem  exceptionable  that  the  postmaster 
general  has  granted  such  important  mail  facilities  in  the  south- 
ern and  western  states,  and  has  not  to  a greater  extent  discon- 
tinued unproductive  routes  in  those  sections,  inasmuch  as  the 
postages  received  in  those  states  in  no  instance  equals  the  ex- 
pense of  the  transportation  through  them.  It  is  true,  that  by 
the  act  of  1825,  he  is  directed  that  whenever,  within  the  term  of 


thiee  successive  years,  a route  shall  f.iil  to  yield  one-fourth  of 
the  expen.se  incident  to  it.s  estublishmenl,  to  discunlinue  the 
same,  unless  in  cases  where  it  may  be  necessary  as  a connex- 
ion or  continuance  of  a route  or  routes,  and  provided  he  shall 
not  deprive  a seat  of  justice  in  any  county  of  one  mail  going  to 
and  from  it.  We  are  not  aware  that  this  injunction  of  the  law 
has  been  disregarded,  nor  have  we  had  time  minutely  to  in- 
vestigate this  subject,  our  attention  having  been  directed  to  ob- 
jects deemed  more  important.  One  general  fact,  however,  is 
apparent:  but  the  southern  and  western  slates  do  not,  through 
the  offices  in  them,  contribute  to  the  department  an  amount 
equal  to  the  expense  of  transportation.  This  arises  from  seve- 
ral causes.  A commercial  and  manufacturing  community  have 
more  correspondence,  and  of  course  contribute  a greater  pro- 
portion of  the  revenues  of  the  department  than  an  agricultural 
people.  A dense  will  contribute  more  than  a sparse  popula- 
tion. Besides,  the  expense  of  transportation  through  an  old  and 
thickly  settled  country,  where  the  roads  are  well  improved,  ainl 
where  many  passengers  travel  in  mail  stages,  will  be  much 
cheaper  than  in  a quarter  of  the  country  thinly  inhabited,  and 
where  the  roads  are  not  in  so  high  a stale  of  improvement.  But 
it  should  be  observed,  that  the  postages  returned  to  the  general 
post  office  from  the  offices  in  the  southern  and  western  stales, 
do  not  contribute  the  whole  amount  that  mail  facilities  in  those 
seelions  contribute  to  its  revenue.  Much  of  the  postages  re- 
ceived in  the  large  eastern  cities  arise  from  correspondence  re- 
ceived from  the  citizens  of  the  southern  and  western  slates. 
But  suppose  the  fact  in  this  particular  to  be  that  the  southern 
and  western  states  have  some  advantage,  it  may  be  safely  af- 
firmed that- this  is  the  only  department  of  the  government  in 
which  they  are  on  a footing  of  equality  with  other  sections  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  moneys.  To  say  nothing  of  the  unequal 
operations  of  the  revenue  laws  upon  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  it  is  apparent  that  the  public  moneys  are  principally 
expended  on  the  eastern  seaboard;  as  instances,  light  houses, 
breakwaters,  harbors,  fortifications,  and  many  other  objects  of 
expenditures  that  might  be  named,  having  no  corresponding 
disbursements  in  the  western  states.  We  therefore  think  that 
the  circumstance  of  less  money  being  collected  by  the  depart- 
ment in  the  southern  and  western  states,  than  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  therein,  constitutes  no  solid  objection 
either  to  the  legislation  of  congress  on  this  subject  (for  the  ob- 
jection would  equally  apply  to  it)  or  the  administration  of  the 
department. 

Our  attention  has  been  particularly  drawn  to  some  of  the  in- 
cidental accounts  of  the  deparlinent.  Among  others,  the  ac- 
count of  moneys  paid  for  the  department  by  Mr.  Gouverneur, 
postmaster  at  New  York,  seemed  to  require  special  attention. 
Upon  a full  investigation  of  this  account,  every  item  constitut- 
ing it  was  found  to  bo  accompanied  by  its  appropriate  voucher, 
and  the  items  themselves  appeared  chielly  to  be  such  as  had 
been  ordinarily,  under  former  a<lminislrations,  paid  for  by  the 
postmaster  at  New  York,  and  accredited  to  him  at  the  depart- 
ment, as  in  this  instance. 

The  accounts  for  printing  executed  for  the  department  by 
Francis  P.  Blair,  editor  of  the  Globe;  by  Mr.  Penn,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.;  by  Messrs.  Hill  & Barton,  of  Concord,  N.  II.;  and 
by  Messrs.  True  & Greene,  of  Boston,  Mass,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1831,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834,  were  supposed  to  re- 
quire minute  examination.  We  compared  the  accounts  with 
the  vouchers  which  accompanied  them,  and  were  satisfied  that 
all  the  items  in  the  respective  accounts  were  correct,  and  that 
the  articles  and  work  charged  were  furnished  and  executed  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts.  The  only  point  of  difficulty  with  us 
was,  the  price  of  printing,  of  which  we  were  not  judges,  but 
from  all  the  information  we  were  able  to  collect,  we  believe  the 
prices  which  have  been  paid  are  reasonable.  But  to  prevent 
any  misapprehension  on  this  subject,  and  that  other.s  may  have 
the  same  opportunity  of  judging,  w'e  present  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  prices  paid  by  the  department,  viz: 


To  S. 

PENN,jr.  Louisville,  Ky. 

For  printing  post  bills,  per  ream. 

$1  50 

a 

accounts  of  mails  received  and  sent 

4 00 

cc 

newspaper  returns 

4 00 

u 

accounts  current 

2 50 

accounts  current  for  distributing  offices 

3 00 

For  firint  ruling 

2 00 

To  True  & Greene,  Boston,  Mass. 

Same  prices  as  above. 

To  Hill  & Barton,  Concord,  New  Hampshire. 

Same  prices  as  above. 

The  same  prices  have  been  allowed  to  P.  P.  Blair,  and  to 
William  A.  Davis,  Washington  city,  for  printing;  but  they  exe- 
cuted the  ruling  for  $1  50  per  ream. 

The  above  items,  together  with  the  advertisements  for  pro- 
posals, which  the  law  requires  shall  be  published  twelve  weeks 
in  succession,  eonstitute  the  principal  part  of  the  printing  done 
for  the  department.  The  advertising,  so  far  as  we  can  learn, 
has  been  done  at  the  usual  rates. 

The  undersigned,  without  any  reference  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  post  office  department  has  been  administered  in  for- 
mer years,  or  at  the  present  time,  or  to  the  individuals  who  may 
have  had,  or  now  have,  the  management  of  it,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  legislation  of  congress  would  be  proper  to  the  following 
effect: 

1.  That  the  department  be  reorganized  in  such  way  as  to  se- 
cure a proper  degree  of  responsibility,  not  only  in  the  head,  but 
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in  the  subordinate  brandies  of  tlie  department;  and  for  that 
purpose  the  auditing  of  the  accounts,  and  the  final  adjudication 
of  them,  and  the  disbursements  of  its  moneys,  should  be  confid- 
ed to  officers  appointed  by  the  president  and  senate. 

2.  That  repurts  be  made  to  conirress  annually,  of  all  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  department,  staled  in  detail,  including  inci- 
dental expenses;  also,  of  all  new  contracts,  and  modifications 
of  contracts,  and  their  resjieclive  prices;  also,  a statement  of 
the  amount  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  on  eacJi  route, 
ill  the  several  states  and  territories,  as  near  as  may  be. 

3.  That  any  person  employed  in  the  general  post  office,  shall 
be  prohibited  from  becoming  a mail  contractor,  or  interested  in 
a mail  contract,  or  an  agent,  with  or  without  compensation,  for 
a mail  contractor. 

4.  That  advertisements  for  proposals  to  carry  the  mail,  is- 
sued previous  to  the  periodical  lettings,  be  made,  ns  near  as 
may  be,  according  to  the  manner  in  which,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  postmaster  general,  the  mail  should  be  transported  during 
the  period  of  the  contract. 

5.  That  the  sealed  proposals  received  from  bidders  for  mail 
contracts,  shall  not  be  opened  until  after  the  time  for  receiving 
bids  shall  have  expired. 

6.  That  reports  be  made  to  congress,  annually,  of  all  failures 
by  contractors  to  deliver  mails,  and  the  aciiou  of  the  postmas- 
ter general  in  regard  thereto,  in  each  case. 

FELIX  GRUNDY, 

JOHN  M.  ROBINSON. 


EDITOEIAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 

With  the  extra  means  used,  Ave  have  not  made 
much  impression  on  the  mass  of  current  matter  before 
ws,  nor  can  room  be  obtained  for  several  articles  Avliich 
have  been  prepared  for  this  number.  Until  after  tiie 
rising  of  congress,  Ave  cannot  hold  much  discretion  over 
the  contents  of  our  pages — they  must  be  given  up  to  a re- 
cord of  the  public  documents  and  proceedings:  but  re- 
lieved of  these,  there  are  several  important  subjects  that 
we  intend  to  discuss,  editorially, — and,  Avith  the  large 
supply  that  Ave  have  of  valuable  stock-copy,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  Register  will  be  made  more  generally  interest- 
ing than  it  now  is,  or  any  other  -weekly  record  can  be,  for 
the  chief  contents  of  such  periodicals  are  anticipated  by 
the  daily  press,  and  elbow-room  cannot  be  obtained  for 
miscellaneous  matter,  or  desultory  reading. 

We  had  prepared  a neat  abstract  of  the  most  recent  fo- 
reign intelligence — but  our  labor  is  lost,  for  we  cannot 
^‘get  it  in.”  No  important  event,  however,  has  happen- 
ed. The  affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  &c.  remain  nearly 
as  they  were  at  our  last  advices. 

(jCf=P.  S.  The  mail  of  last  evening  brought  us  the  N. 
York  papers  in  mourning.  By  a late  arriv'al,  we  learn 
that  the  good  LAFAYETTE  died  on  the  20tli  May,  in 
the  77th  year  of  his  age.  The  papers  are  filled  Avith 
tributes  of  respect  to  his  memory.  He  was  the  illustrious 
link  between  the  past  age  and  the  present — the  man  of 
two  worlds. 

We  know  that  not  much  faith  is  due  to  the  it  is  saids 
from  Washington — and  so  do  not  often  notice  them;  but 
it  is  rumored  that  Mr.  Taney  may  be  named  for  secre- 
tary of  state,  or  that  Mr.  Forsyth  Avill  be — Mr.  Polk,  of 
the  house  of  representatives,  secretary  of  the  treasury — 
Mr.  Wilkins,  senator  of  the  U.  S.  postmaster  general — 
and  Mr.  Moore,  who  contested  the  right  to  a seat  in  the 
liouse  with  Mr.  Letcher,  be  placed  at  the  head  of  a bu- 
reau. There  has  been,  also,  an  “it  is  said,”  that  Mr. 
Cass  would  resign  the  secretaryship  of  the  war  depart- 
ment. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  journal  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, that  Mr.  AlcKim  proposes  to  issue  fifteen 
millions  in  treasury  notes,  wliich  are  to  be  loaned  to  in- 
dividuals on  good  security,  &c.  The  jiroject  did  not 
meet  Avith  a favorable  reception,  nor  do  we  suppose  that 
such  a one  ever  will,  under  circumstances  like  the  pre- 
sent. Though  Mr.  McKim  has  long  entertained  this 
project,  it  rests  upon  the  principle  of  certain  proceed- 
ings lately  had  in  N.  York,  and  its  operation  would  be  to 
gather  power,  after  the  manner  of  tlie  safety  fund  sys- 
tem, for  political  pnr[)Oses.  And,  Avithout  a reference 
to  this  case,  it  may  be  observed — that  some  of  the 
“perish  credit”  folks,  and  loudest  talkers  and  brawlers 
for  a gold  currency,  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  new  manufactories  of  paper  money,  if 


subjected  to  tlic  managements  of  their  party — witness 
the  eslabrishmciit  of  many  new  state  banks,  and  the 
grand  schemes  thrown  out  for  building  up  others,  on 
paper,  paper,  paper. 

Witli  regard  to  this  proposition,  the  United  States 
Gazette  well  observes — 

“If  there  is  no  distress,  why  should  the  government  lend  fif- 
teen millions  to  individuals.^  And,  if  there  i«  distress,  why  not 
remove  the  cause,  lo  which  all  classes  of  citizens  who  com- 
plain, concurrently  point.”’ 

'I  hings  will  remain  as  they  are,  so  far  as  they  depend 
on  the  government,  at  least  until  the  next  meeting  of 
congress;  when,  perhaps,  instmctiojis  may  be  given  that 
will  be  obeyed,  after  the  manner  suggested  in  the  senti- 
ment offered  by  judge  Carr,  when  gov.  Floyd  was  pub- 
licly dined  at  Richmond,  as  follows — 

“The  people— would  they  be  obeyed,  let  them  discard  the 
soft,  suing  language  of  memorials,  and  each  district  speak  to  its 
own  representative  in  the  voice  of  a master.’’ 

Thus  the  people  of  Virginia  have  spoken  to  Mr. 
Rives,  and  so  did  his  district  speak  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

As  Avas  anticipated,  the  senate,  having  rejected  the  no- 
mination of  Martin  Gordon,  as  collector  at  New  Orleans, 
also  rejected  the  nomination  of  his  son,  presented  by 
the  president,  for  the  same  office,  -without  a division. 
“Not,  probably,  (as  the  National  Intelligencer  observes), 
on  the  grounds  on  which  his  father’s  nomination  was  re- 
jected, but  because  of  his  youth  and  consequent  presum- 
ed want  of  character  and  experience  sufficiently  mature 
for  so  important  and  responsible  a station.” 

We  have  no  recollection  of  a precedent  for  such  a no- 
mination, under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  as  that  of 
young  Gordon.  The  senate,  however,  promptly  con- 
firmed the  nomination  of  James  W.  BreetUove,  as  collec- 
tor at  New  Orleans. 

About  two  weeks  since,  the  Irish  laborers  on  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  near  the  Point  of  Rocks, 
had  a series  of  battles  among  themselves,  in  which  three 
persons  Avere  murdered,  and  many  others  injured.  And 
during  the  Avhole  of  the  present  week,  two  or  three  com- 
panies of  the  Baltimore  volunteers  have  been  engaged  in 
a harrassing  and  unpleasant  duty,  to  reduce  and  keep  in 
order  large  bodies  of  Irishmen,  employed  on  the  Balti- 
more and  Washington  rail  road,  about  18  miles  hence, 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Patuxent — who,  divided  and 
marshalled'’ into  two  furious  parties,  the  Fardo-wns  or 
Longfords  and  the  Corkonians,  commenced  general  hos- 
tilities on  Sunday  last,  Avhich  have  been  partially  conti- 
nued, notwithstanding  the  presence  of  the  troops,  up  to 
this  time,  though  some  sixty  or  seventy  of  the  apparent 
leaders  had  been  arrested  and  sent  to  prison.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  four  or  five  persons  have  been  murdered  in 
these  affrays,  and  broken  beads,  black  eyes  and  bloody 
noses  are  “without  count” — several  being  also  seriously 
injured  in  some  of  their  limbs.  It  is  said  that  they  had 
collected  about  forty  muskets,  and  appeared  resolved  to 
use  them  against  the  troops — but  they  gave  Avay  when- 
ever an  advance  was  made  upon  them,  and  scattered  in 
the  Avoods,  through  Avhich  they  Avere  hotly  yiursued. 
Several  of  the  sliantces,  or  huts,  had  been  fired  by  them 
and  consumed,  and  much  distress  prevails,  among  the  wo- 
men and  children.  The  whole  affray  was  among  them- 
selves, except  that  they  essayed  an  attack  upon  a body 
of  German  laborers,  who  resisted  and  beat  them  back, 
being  well  disciplined  and  steady,  and  jiartially  armed 
for  defence.  A good  many  of  the  Irisli  Avere  sup])licd 
with  short  pikes.  The  number  of  rioters  is  thought  to 
have  been  four  or  five  hundred,  on  each  side;  and  neither 
party  seems  yet  disposed  to  end  the  quarrel.  From  100 
to  150  of  the  troops  remain  in  the  neighborhood.  Such 
brutal  and  Avicked  proceedings  must  he  stopped — hut  the 
frequent  occurrence  of  them  renders  many  indifferent  of 
any  result,  provided  only  these  foreign  factions  do  not 
meddle  Avith  the  persons  and  propertv  of  peaceable  peo- 
ple. 

It  makes  us  quite  melancholy  to  see  that  the  democratic 
“Albany  Argus”  is  manufacturing  the  celebrated  general 
Root  into  a thorough-going  “federalist” — an  alien  to  the 
“republican  party” — though  president  and  chief  of  the 
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“Spartan  band”  of  17,  in  tlie  senate  of  New  York,  in 
1824,  and  proceeding  the  ivhole  length,  and  a little  more, 
to  “preserve  the  i-epublican  party,”  by  denying  the  riglil 
of  suffrage  to  the  people  of  that  state,  at  the  presidential 
election — and  though  that  denial,  by  depriving  ^IwAdivm 
of  the  highest  vote  for  president,  probably  was  the  leading 
cause  ol  the  success  of  general  Jackson  in  1828!  It  ap- 
pears that  the  sin  of  gen.  Root  is  in  believing  tliat  the 
‘^mortgage”  law  is  “inexpedient.” 

There  was  a “Spartan  band”  in  the  senate  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1798,  which  nearly  defeated  the  election  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  while  a large  majority  of  the  people  were  in 
favor  of  him,  as  was  the  majority  in  New  York  in  favor 
of  Mr.  Adams  in  1828;  and  we  hear  of  another  that  may 
hereafter  appear— The  official  “Globe”  says — 

“A  new  bank  of  tlie  United  States,  with  eitlier  a limited  or 
perpetual  charter,  will  not  be  easily  established.  We  believe 
that  none  could  now  pass  either  house  of  congress.  We  know 
it  could  not  unite  two-thirds  of  both  houses.  If  it  could  pass 
the  two  houses,  a band,, (a  Spartan  band,  if  it  must  be  so), 
would  rally  around  the  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  defend  this 
battlement  of  the  constitution  to  the  last  extremity.” 

What!— AGAINST  TWO-TUIRDS  OF  BOTH  HOUSES? 

We  mentioned  sometime  ago  that  col.  William  Duane 
had  issued  proposals  for  the  revival  of  the  “Aurora.” 
He  has  just  now  explained  his  intentions  fully — he  en- 
tirely approves  and  will  support  “the  policy  of  general 
Jackson.”  He  is  decidedly- opposed  to  the  bank,  ora 
bank — thinks  that  the  power  of  the  president  “to  remove 
his  secretaries,”  is  unquestionable.  He  rather  doubts 
the  “//rwrZenfm/ (and  that  only),  of  the  removal 
of  the  deposites,  but  heartily  concurs  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  protest,  and  in  “the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  two  un- 
answered and  unanswerable  speeches  of  col.  Benton  on 
the  bank  question.  ” 

We  shall  insert  the  prospectus  and  exposition  at  length, 
when  less  pressed  for  room  than  at  present. 

We  felt  assured  from  a late  view  of  things  at  Washing- 
ton, that  a direct  vote  on  the  resolutions  from  the  senate, 
the  one  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  insuf- 
ficient, and  the  other  requiring  the  deposites  of  the  public 
money  to  be  hereafter  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  would  be  avoided  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
as  hinted  at  in  our  last  number;  and  on  the  13th  instant, 
they  were  both  laid  on  the  table.  It  is  thusr  settled,  we 
think,  that  things  will  remain  just  as  they  are,  with  re- 
lation to  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  the  local  banks,  and 
the  keeping  and  distribution  of  the  public  money — and 
that  all  persons  should  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
We  must  bear  and  forbear,  and  help  one  another  a&  much 
as  we  can,  during  the  always-oppressive  summer  months 
on  men  who  have  much  money  to  pay — for  the  usual  diffi- 
culties^will  be  much  increased  with  these.  They  may 
hope  for  a partial  relief  in  the  paralysis  that  has  been 
given  to  enterprise — but  this  paralysis  will  bear  on  the  la- 
boring poor,  deprived  of  employment.  And  with  such  a 
summer  as  is  before  us — what  must  be  expected  in  the 
winter  season,  “which  we  know  must  come?”  In  the 
last  winter,  for  an  example,  there  were  perhaps  two  hun- 
dred houses  in  Baltimore  being  finished  by  our  carpen- 
ters; from  present  appearances,  there  will  scarcely  be 
twenty  to  be  so  finished  in  the  next,  and  very  few  of  these 
are  extensive  buildings. 

The  health  of  Mr.  JMcDuffie  has  considerably  im- 
proved since  he  retired,  for  the  present,  from  his  seat  in 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a visit 
he  is  about  making  to  the  White  Sulphur  springs,  in 
Virginia,  will  restore  him. 

Gov.  Hayne  has  declined  to  call  an  extra  meeting  of 
the  legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  the 
late  decision  of  the  judges  against  the  test  oath,  as  had 
been  earnestly  requested  of  him.  We  shall  record  the 
papers  belonging  to  these  matters. 

Mr.  Duane,  being  recently  at  Pi'ovidence,  R.  I.  partook 
of  a pul»lic  dinner  in  that  city,  at  which  some  incidents 
occurred  that  should,  and  will  be,  preserved. 


Mr.  Coopei-,  the  novelist,  has  entered  the  political 
arena,  and  made  a book  about  the  events  of  tlie  times. 
Many  will  I’egret  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Mr.  C. 

The  Synagogue  belonging  to  the  congregation  of  She- 
I’ath-Israel,  just  finished  in  Crosby  street,  New  York,  was 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  12tli  inst,  consecrated  with  the 
most  imposing  and  interesting  ceremonies,  which  were 
closed  by  an  oration  by  M.  M.  Noah,  esq.  The  build- 
ing is  a veiy  costly  and  beautiful  one,  fifty-six  feet  in 
front  by  seventy-five  in  depth.  It  was  on  this  occasion 
filled  in  every  part,  and  most  of  the  clergy  and  magis- 
trates were  present. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  the  IGth  inst.  says,— 

It  is  a circumstance  to  which  it  may  be  worth  while  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  reader,  that,  taking  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress together,  a majority  of  congress  has  pointedly  condemn- 
ed and  rebuked  the  removal  of  the  public  money  from  deposite 
in  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  Thus:  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, the  vote  on  laying  the  resolution  of  that  import  upon 
the  table  (a  test  vote)  was  114  to  102.  In  the  senate,  the  ma- 
jority upon  Mr.  Clayh  resolution,  condemning  the  removal  of 
the  deposites,  was  so  decisive,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 
asked  for  by  the  minority;  but,  the  whole  senate  being  present, 
the  majority  in  its  favor  may  be  set  down  at  15  or  20.  [On  Mr. 
Benton’s  motion  to  commit  the  resolution,  with  instructions, 
&c.  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  the  actual  major- 
ity against  the  commitment,  and  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  was 
nineteen'].  In  joint  meeting  of  the  two  houses,  therefore,  there 
are  a sure  and  firm  majority  \#ho  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  rea- 
sons which  have  been  assigned  by  the  executive  for  the  remov- 
al of  the  public  deposites  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient. 

The  Globe  of  Thursday,  the  19th  says — ■ 

“We  understand  that  Mr.  McLane  has  resigned  his  office  of 
secretary  of  state,  the  resignation  to  take  effect  as  soon  during 
the  present  session  of  congress  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  the 
president  to  appoint  a successor. 

“It  is  well  understood  that,  in  regard  to  some  prominent  mea- 
sures which  occupy  much  of  the  public  attention,  Mr.  McLane 
has  entertained  different  views  from  the  president.  But  the 
president,  who  has  through  life  exercised  his  own  independence 
of  judgment,  is  too  generous,  and  too  just,  to  give  up  one,  es- 
teemed by  him  as  a friend,  an  honest  patriot,  and  faithful  public 
officer,  for  a mere  difference  of  opinion:  and  as  no  action  by  the 
department  of  state  was  requisite  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
measures  in  question,  he  saw  no  public  necessity  for  a separa- 
tion. Between  two  men  of  elevated  sentiments,  there  was  no- 
thing in  such  a state  of  things  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  either 
their  official  or  private  relations,  and  their  mutual  confidence 
and  esteem  have  therefore  continued  unimpaired.  We  know 
that  the  president  has  yielded  to  Mr.  McLane’a  wish  to  retire 
from  his  administration  with  regret,  and  that  he  has  freely  ex- 
pressed, not  only  his  high  sense  of  Mr.  McLane’s  patriotism, 
talents,  and  eminent  services,  but  his  sincere  friendship — a sen- 
timent which  is  fully  reciprocated  by  Mr.  McLane.” 

Several  cases  of  cholera  had  appeared  on  board  of 
some  of  the  passenger  vessels  lately  arrived  at  Quebec — 
and  this  awful  disease  yet  continues,  but  rather  in  solita- 
ry cases,  in  parts  of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  &c.  and  on  the 
western  waters. 

An  attempt  w'as  made,  on  Monday  last,  by  Mr.  Wood- 
all,  to  ascend  in  a balloon  from  Fair  Mount,  accompa- 
nied by  a young  lady — 'the  last,  as  a novelty,  perhajts, 
was  necessary  to  collect  a cotnpany;  but  it  so  happened, 
that,  when  the  balloon  had  been  inflated,  and  the  car  was 
about  to  be  attached,  a rent  was  made  in  it  near  the  top, 
and  the  gas  escaped  in  a minute,-  and  so  the  exhibition 
ended.  The  damage  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
tightening  of  the  cords  designed  to  sustain  the  car. 

This  is  the  third  failure,  in  succession,  and  we  hope 
it  may  lead  to  an  abandonment  of  such  exhibitions,  in 
Baltimore.  We  have  had  quite  enough  of  them;  and  of 
other  sorts  of  balloonings  and  explosions,  for  a good 
while  to  come. 

We  understand  that  many  of  those  who  had  not  con- 
tributed a cent  to  encourage  this  attempt  of  Mr.  Wood- 
all,  were  very  much  disposed  to  make  a riot  because 
that  he  could  not  ascend!  If,  in  idleness,  they  had  gone 
out  to  see  something  which  would  have  cost  them  no- 
thing, they  ought  I'ather  to  sym\>athise  with  the  pecunia- 
ry loss  sustained  in  the  failure  of  those  who  would  have 
gratified  them,  had  it  been  practicable  to  do  so.  The 
respectable  audience,  within  the  enclosure,  showed  the 
greatest  forbearance,  and  even  good  humor,  tliough  dis- 
appointed— as  we  arc  informed. 
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We  are  much  pleased  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Key  & Bid- 
dle, of  Philadelphia,  are  about  to  publish  an  edition  of 
the  famous  “Blue  Book.”  Hitherto  only  a small  num- 
ber of  this  work  has  been  printed,  but  this  will  place  the 
army  of  officers,  with  their  pay  and  emoluments  and  al- 
lowances, immediately  before  the  people,  and  they  can 
see  the  number  and  the  cost  of  them. 

The  affair  at  Toulon.  It  does  not  certainly  appeii^r  how 
many  shotted  guns  were  fired  on  board  the  fiigate  United  States, 
when  saluting  on  the  king’s  birth  day — but  two  men  were  killed 
and  four  wounded  on  board  the  French  ship  Suft'rein.  Captain 
Ballard  was  at  Marseilles  when  the  accident  liappened— but  re- 
turning just  afterwards,  he  addressed  two  letters  to  the  prefect 
of  marine,  expressing  his  deep  regret  on  account  of  it,  &c.  The 
following  papers  contain  all  that  it  is  necessary  to  notice  at  pre- 
sent: 

In  the  French  chamber  of  deputies,  on  the  7th  May,  M.  de 
Rigney,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  in  reply  to  a call  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  said — It  is  too  true  that  an  unfortunate 
event,  I will  even  say,  an  awkward  accident,  has  happened  in 
tlie  port  of  Toulon,  for  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  that  a foreign 
vessel,  celebrating  in  a French  port,  the  king’s  fete,  intention- 
ally fired  with  ball  at  one  of  our  vessels,  and  if  proof  in  this  re- 
spect were  wanting,  I could  read  to  the  chamber  a letter  writ- 
ten by  the  commander  of  the  frigate  to  the  maritime  prefect. 
(Read!  Read!)  The  letter  is  in  the  following  terms.  It  is  in 
English.  I translate. 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  deepest  sorrow  I learned  on  my  arrival 
from  Marseilles  (for  gentlemen,  you  must  know  the  captain  of 
the  American  frigate  was  at  the  moment  at  Marseilles)  the  sad 
accident  which  occurred  in  firing  a salute  in  honor  of  the  day 
from  the  frigate  United  States.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  ex- 
press what  I feel  on  this  occasion.  To  fully  comprehend  it  I 
pray  you,  sir,  to  place  yourself  for  a moment  in  my  situation, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  receive  the  assurance,  which  I give 
with  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  it  is  sincere,  of  the  pro- 
found regret  which  fills  the  breast  of  every  officer  and  sailor  of 
the  two  American  vessels  at  present  at  Toulon. 

The  master  gunner,  who  has  been  the  cause  of  this  unfortu- 
nate disaster,  had  the  reputation  of  a brave  and  good  officer,  but 
lie  had  been  but  a short  time  on  board  the  ship.  I have  placed 
him  under  arrest,  and  my  intention  is  to  bring  him  before  a 
court  martial  as  soon  as  I join  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
American  force.  Asa  proof  of  the  tiue  sentiments  and  deep 
sympathy  which  is  felt  by  us  on  this  occasion,  I beg  you,  sir,  to 
allow  that  a collection  of  5,000  francs,  which  has  been  made 
from  the  crew  of  the  ships,  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
victims  of  this  unfortunate  accident.  (From  all  parts — very 
tcell!  very  well!)  Signed  HENRY  E.  BALLARD, 

captain  IT,  S,  navy,  commanding  the  frigate  U.  S. 

A letter  from  Toulon,  dated  May  6,  received  at  New  York, 
says — that  the  reply  of  the  admiral  to  captain  Ballard  was  high- 
ly satisfactory  in  every  respect,  except  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
scription for  the  families  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  made  on 
board  the  Constellation  and  United  States.  The  object  of  this 
seemed  to  be  misunderstood — and,  though  pronounced  “noble 
and  generous,”  the  acceptance  of  it  was  declined. 

The  circiiinstance  led  to  a second  letter  from  our  command- 
er, of  which  also,  as  you  have  the  beginning  of  the  correspon- 
dence, I will  furnish  you  a copy. 

U.  S.  Frigate,  United  Slates,  Roads  of  Toulon,  May  2,  183d. 

Sir,— I am  this  moment  in  possession  of  your  letter  of  the 
morning. 

It  has  made  me  most  happy  by  the  strong  assurance  it  con- 
tains, that  “the  whole  body  of  the  navy  at  Toulon”  are  convinc- 
ed of  the  sorrow  that  fills  our  hearts,  at  the  deplorable  accident 
of  yesterday,  as  well  as  by  the  generous  admission,  that  the 
event  we  mourn  “is  the  effect  of  one  of  those  fatal  circum- 
stances which  are  independent  of  any  will.” 

I beg  leave,  again  to  offer  the  assurance,  that  the  gunner 
through  whose  negligence  the  said  accident  occurred  (and  who 
being  a warrant  officer  can  only  be  punished  by  the  sentence  of 
a court-martial)  is  now  under  arrest;  and  shall  be  brought  to 
trial,  as  soon  as  it  is  my  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

On  the  subject  of  the  five  thousand  francs  intended  to  be 
placed  in  your  hands  for  distribution,  by  the  generous  sons  of 
the  ocean  under  my  command,  I beg  to  assure  you  sir,  that  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  indemnification;  it  is  the  voluntary  out- 
pouring of  generous  spirits,  sorrowing  for  the  consequences  of 
an  accident  over  which  they  had  no  control,  and  which  they 
would  have  laid  down  their  lives  to  have  prevented. 

It  is  not  to  indemnify,  and  has  no  reference  to  compensation; 
but  it  is  to  alleviate,  if  possible,  for  a time  at  least,  the  sorrows 
of  a widowed  heart;  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  orphan,  and  to 
soften  the  pillow  of  the  aged  and  dependant,  who  may  mourn 
a loss  we  cannot  replace. 

In  requesting  you,  sir,  to  be  the  channel  of  this  distribution, 
their  only  desire  is  to  afford  him  who  has  won  the  applause  of 
the  brave,  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  another  gratification  in 
blessing  the  afflicted.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant,  Henry  E.  Ballard. 

captain  in  U.  S.  navy,  commanding  U.  S. frigate  U.  S. 

To  adm.  the  baron  Frycinct,  prefect  of  marine,  at  Toulon,  ^‘c.^  c. 


Since  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  indeed  immediate- 
ly afterwards,  the  prefect,  attended  by  full  staff,  has  paid  a 
friendly  visit,  and  partaken  of  a dejeuner  a la  fourchette  with 
capt.  Ballard;  and  every  thing  is  restored  to  an  amicable  and 
kind  fooling.  The  contribution,  however,  has  not  been  ac- 
cepted for  the  families  of  the  sufferers. 

On  Thursday  last  the  following  proper  and  prompt  message 
was  received  from  the  president  of  the  United  States — 

To  the  house  of  rejnesentatives  of  the  United  States: 

I transmit  to  congress  an  extract  of  a despatch  &om  Mr.  Li- 
vingston, the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  dated  the 
7lh  ult.,  and  the  copy  of  a communication  made  to  him  by  cap- 
tain Ballard,  commander  of  the  frigate  Unrted  States,  by  which 
it  appears  that  in  firing  a national  salute  from  that  ship  at  Tou-' 
Ion,  in  honor  of  the  birth-day  of  the  king  of  the  French,  two 
men  were  killed,  and  four  others  wounded,  on  board  the 
French  ship  of  war  Suflrein.  Suitable  explanations  were  im- 
mediately made  to  the  French  admiral;  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  American  frigate,  with  that  generosity  which  dis- 
tinguishes their  profession,  promptly  contributed,  by  a liberal 
subscription,  towards  providing  for  the  families  of  the  unfortu- 
nate sufferers.  lam  sure,  however,  that  I should  not  do  jus- 
tice to  the  feelings  of  the  American  people,  on  this  occasion,  if 
I did  not  invite  congress  to  assume,  on  their  part,  this  melan- 
choly duly.  I propose,  therefore,  that  the  same  provision  bo 
made  by  law  for  these  French  seamen,  and  their  families,  as 
would  be  made  for  American  seamen  killed  or  wounded  in  bat- 
tle. 

This  proceeding  will  shew  the  deep  sensibility  with  which 
the  disastrous  accident  is  viewed  by  the  United  Slates,  and 
their  readiness  to  alleviate  those  consequences  which  cannot 
be  remedied.  Andrew  Jackson. 

Washington  18th  June,  1834. 

It  is  difficult  to  excuse  the  person  or  persons  whose  neglect 
caused  this  misfortune — but  it  is  not  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
that  has  happened. 

- - 

TREA.SURY  REPORT. 

Treasury  department,  June  l&h,  1834. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the 
7lh  of  May  last,  directing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  “to  re- 
port as  soon  as  practicable,  to  the  senate,  the  amount  of  duties 
received  and  accrued  on  fbrmer  imports,  during  the  first  quar- 
ter of  the  year  1834,  with  a table  showing  the  comparative 
amount  of  that  quarter,  and  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the 
year  1833,  and  distinguishing  between  the  amounts  accrued  or 
received  at  each  port.”  Also,  “whether  any  thing  has  happen- 
ed since  his  annual  report  was  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session  of  congress,  to  vary,  in  his  opinion,  the  es- 
timate contained  in  the  said  report  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties 
on  foreign  imports  for  the  year  1834:”  I herewith  transmit  the 
statement  required  by  the  first  resolution  above  mentioned,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  duties  which  accrued  from  customs 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  ^5,798,114 
87,  and  in  the  corresponding  quarter  of  1834,  to  the  sum  of 
;^5,344,540  40,  and  that  the  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  from 
the  same  source  in  the  former  quarter,  amounted  to  ^,966,437 
09,  and  in  the  latter  to  $4,435,386  13.  A few  of  the  minor  ports 
have  not  been  heard  from;  but  they  cannot  materially  vary  the 
result. 

In  answer  to  the  second  resolution,  I have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  estimating  the  duties  on  foreign  imports  in  the  annual  re- 
port made  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  it  was 
assumed  as  the  basis  of  the  estimate,  that  the  imports  of  the 
present  year  would  be  nearly  equal  to  those  of  1832.  This  esti- 
mate was  higher  than  the  average  imports  of  the  five  or  six  pre- 
ceding years;  but,  as  stated  in  that  report,  it  was  considered  as 
a safe  one;  because,  although  the  imports  of  1831  and  1832  had 
been  unusually  large,  those  of  1833  had  gone  still  higher,  and  the 
general  state  of  commerce  and  the  situation  of  the  country  jus- 
tified the  belief  that  there  would  be  no  serious  diminution  in  the 
present  year. 

From  the  comparative  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties 
which  accrued  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  and  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1^3,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  fo- 
reign imports  in  the  first  quarter  of  1834,  must  have  exceeded 
that  of  the  corresponding  quarter  in  the  preceding  year.  Seve- 
ral articles  which  form  important  items  in  our  ordinary  imports, 
and  paid  duty  in  the  first  quarter  of  1833,  were  free  from  duty 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1834,  and  the  rate  of  duty  was  reduced  on 
others;  and  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  duty  which 
accrued  in  these  two  quarters,  would  have  been  greater  if  the 
importations  in  the  latter  had  not  exceeded  those  of  the  former. 

In  some  instances,  without  doubt,  importations,  which  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  our  foreign  trade  would  have  been  made  in 
the  last  quarter  of  1833,  were  delayed  until  the  first  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  reduced 
tariff  which  took  effect  on  the  first  of  January  last — and  this  cir- 
cumstance has  enlarged,  in  some  degree,  the  imports  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1834.  But  after  making  a due  allowance  for  the  in- 
crease which  may  have  arisen  from  this  cause,  and  which  would 
be  peculiar  to  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  the  amount  of  duties 
which  accrued  in  the  quarter,  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
imports  of  the  present  year  will  most  probably  exceed  the 
amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  in  the  annual  report,  and 
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be  fully  equal  to  those  of  1833,  which  were  unusually  large.  If 
this  expectation  should  be  realized,  the  proceeds  of  the  customs 
will  exceed  the  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  by  more 
than  1,000,000  dollars.  The  difference  in  the  comparative  re- 
ceipts of  the  two  first  quarters  as  shown  by  the  statement  here- 
with transmitted,  does  not  arise  from  any  fluctuation  in  com- 
merce or  diminished  importations,  hut  is  chiefly  occasioned  by 
the  alterations  in  the  times  of  payment  introduced  by  the  act  of 
14th  July,  1832. 

The  receipts  of  the  first  quarter,  and  the  bonds  already  taken, 
confirm  the  opinion  that  the  income  from  customs  will  be  great- 
er than  the  estimate  presented  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury  from  customs  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
^4,435,386  13;  and  the  duties  secured  by  bonds  payable  in  the 
second  quarter,  amount  to  the  sum  of  $4,003,368  77.  After 
making  a fair  deduction  from  these  amounts  for  return  duties, 
which  may  yet  be  called  for,  and  for  debentures  and  expenses 
of  collection,  the  net  income  of  these  two  quarters  may  be  safe- 
ly estimated  at  $7,500,000.  And  if  the  third  and  fourth  quarters 
should  be  only  equally  productive  with  the  two  first,  the  re- 
ceipts will  equal  the  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  in 
the  annual  report.  But  under  our  present  system  of  duties,  the 
receipts  from  customs  in  the  ordinary  course  of  commerce  will 
always  be  greater  in  the  two  last  quarters  of  the  year  than  in  the 
first.  The  woollen  goods  which  form  so  large  a portion  of  our 
imports,  are  for  the  most  part  brought  into  the  oountry  in  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year.  The  high  duties  with 
which  they  are  charged,  render  them  a very  productive  source 
of  revenue;  and  being  now  payable  in  cash,  they  enter  into  the 
receipts  of  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  in  which  the  goods  are 
imported.  The  receipts  of  these  two  quarters  of  the  year  will, 
therefore,  generally  exceed  those  of  the  two  preceding  ones  by 
at  least  one  million  of  dollars. 

Although  not  embraced  in  the  resolution,  it  will  no  doubt  be 
gratifying  to  the  senate  to  learn  that  the  receipts  from  lands  are 
equally  encouraging,  and  will  more  than  equal  the  amount  at 
which  they  were  e.stimated.  The  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
from  this  source,  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year, 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $1,398,206  18,  while  in  the  correspond- 
ing quarter  of  1833,  they  amounted  only  to  $658,526  66,  and 
from  the  returns  already  received  for  the  present  quarter,  the 
receipts  of  the  two  first  quarters  of  this  year,  from  lands,  may 
be  safely  estimated  at  more  than  $2,000,000.  In  the  annual 
report,  the  receipts  for  the  whole  year  were  estimated  at 
$3,000,000.  The  information  above  stated,  shows  that  the  an- 
ticipated income  from  this  source,  as  well  as  from  the  customs, 
will  be  more  than  realized. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  information  received  since  the  annual 
report  on  the  finances  was  made  to  congress,  aftords  satisfac- 
tory evidence  that  the  extent  of  our  foreign  commerce  has  been 
fully  sustained,  and  gives  strong  reasons  for  believing  that  the 
receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  present  year  will  be  great- 
er than  the  amount  at  which  they  were  estimated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session. 

But  I beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I have  already  said,  in  the  an- 
nual report  from  this  department,  that  as  the  receipts  of  each 
year,  under  the  present  system  of  short  credits  and  cash  duties, 
must  mainly  depend  on  its  own  importations,  as  the  estimates 
for  the  year  can  never  be  made  with  as  much  certainty  as  un- 
der the  former  system,  when  the  receipts  chiefly  depended  on 
the  duties  which  had  accrued  in  preceding  years,  and  which 
were  ascertained  and  secured  by  bonds  before  the  time  the  es- 
timates were  presented. 

And  as  all  calculations  on  the  amount  of  revenue  hereafter  to 
accrue,  must  be  more  or  less  uncertain,  and  are  liable  to  be  af- 
fected, by  unforeseen  contingencies,  it  would  hardly  be  proper 
to  appropriate  on  a scale  of  expenditure  fully  equal  to  the  ex- 
pected income.  There  is,  however,  no  reason  for  apprehend- 
ing that  the  resources  of  the  present  year  can  fall  short  of  the 
estimate  contained  in  the  annual  report.  And  it  is  believed 
that  appropriations  may  be  made  with  entire  safety  according 
to  that  estimate.  I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  R.  B.  TANEY,  secretary 

of  the  treasury. 

Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  vice  president  U.  S. 

and  president  of  the  senate. 

^ 
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SENATE. 

June  12.  The  senate  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  business, 
being  the  motion  to  print  .30,000  copies  of  the  reports  on  the 
post  office  department,  which  motion  was,  after  a protracted 
debate,  agreed  to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Kent,  Knisht,  Leigh,  Linn, 
Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Webster,— 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Browm,  Forsyth,  Himdricks, 
Hill,  King,  of  Alabama,  Kinir,  of  Georgia,  Morris,  Shepley, 
Tallmadge,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clayton,  the  printing  of  the  documents  was 
ordered  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  committee. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  13.  V.arious  proceedings  were  had  which  will  suffi- 
ciently appear  in  future  notices  of  them — [and  like  omissions  of 
the  progress  of  miscellaneous  business,  tcUl  hereafter  he  made]. 


The  chair  announced  as  the  special  order  of  the  day,  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of  claims  due  to  certain  citizens 
for  spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  by  the  French, 
prior  to  the  30lh  September,  1830;  when 
Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  1st  Monday 
in  December  next. 

Messrs.  Chambers,  Poindexter  and  Webster  opposed  the  post- 
ponement, and  the  motion  was  lost  by  the  following  vote; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King, 
of  Geo.,  Talhnadge,  'Pyler,  White,  Wright — 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Frelinghuy- 
sen, Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  McKean,  Moore,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Prentiss^  Preston,  Robbins,  Robiu.son,  Shepleyj 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,' 
Wilkins— 26. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  bill  was  then  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, and,  when  the  doors  were  opened,  adjourned. 

June  14.  Mr.  Webster  reported  the  bill  from  the  house,  to  re- 
gulate the  value  of  certain  silver  coins,  with  amendments,  and 
gave  notice  that  he  should  call  it  up  early  next  week. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

33ie  bill  creating  two  additional  land  districts,  the  one  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  and  the  other  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

The  bill  for  the  repair  of  Mar’s  Hill  military  road  in  the  state 
of  Maine;  and 

The  bill  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Alaba- 
ma. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of  the  claims  of 
states  for  interest  on  advances  to  the  United  Stales  during  the 
last  war,  was  taken  up,  debated  by  Messrs.  Hill,  Chambers^ 
Preston  and  Bibb;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Preston,  recommitted  to  the  committee 
which  reported  it,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  estab- 
lish the  rate  of  interest  at  5 per  cent,  per  annum,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  BroWn,  Calhoun,  For- 
syth, Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Morris,  Preston,  Robinson,- 
Shepley,  Talhnadge,  Tipton,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  White, 
Wright— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Freling- 
huysen, Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tom- 
linson, Webster — 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and,  when  the  doors  were 
opened,  adjourned. 

June  16.  The  chair  communicated  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  reply  to  a call  made  on  the  11th  March  last,  a state- 
ment relating  to  additional  compensation  allowed  to  mail  con- 
tractors since  the  .30th  Sept.  1825;  which  was  referred  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  chair  also  presented,  from  the  treasury  department,  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  of  duties  received  «n  foreign 
imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1834,  together  with 
estimates  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  next  three  quarters; 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  from 
the  house  to  regulate  silver  coins,  when  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  finance  were  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  fixes  the  weightof  a dollar  at  415  grains; 
the  nexbfixes  the  weight  of  five  franc  pieces,  at  384  grains;  and 
the  third  strikes  out  12  grains  from  the  fineness  of  the  South 
American  dollar,  which  leaves  its  fineness  as  follows:  ten, 
ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights  in  the  Troy  pound  of  12  ounces  of 
standard  silver,  at  116  1-10  cents  per  ounce,  which  will  leave 
it  of  the  value  of  100  cents. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading-. 
[Read  the  third  time  the  next  day  and  passed}. 

The  resolution  allowing  to  E.  R.  Potter  pay  and-  mileage, - 
while  contesting  the  seat  of  Mr.  Robbins  ?l%  senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  was  considered,  and  after  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clay,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary. 

I’lie  bill  reappropriating  the  unexpended  balances  Of  the 
Georgia  militia  claims;  and 

The  bill  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  were  severally  twice  read  and  referred. 

[Both  of  the  preceding  bills  were.reported  the  next  day,  con- 
sidered in  committee,  and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a third  reading,  and  subsequently  read  a third  time  and  passed.] 
The  following  bills  were  read  the  third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  extending  the  time  of  the  commission  under  the 
French  treaty; 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  king  of  the  Two  Si- 
cilies; and 

The  bill  granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 
The  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  diploma- 
tic correspondence  was  read  the  third  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Webster  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  making'appropdations 
for  the  support  of  government  for  the  year  1834. 
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Mr.  Poindexter  moved  its  postponetriciu  until  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Preston  would  prefer  the  hill  to  lay  on  the  table  till  other 
matterw  of  an  important  nature  were  disposed  of.  Where,  he 
would  ask,  was  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.-*  What  con- 
trol had  congress  over  iU  He  would  suggest  to  honorable  sena- 
tors the  propriety  of  considering,  before  they  passed  any  appro- 
priations, whether  something  ought  not  to  be  done  in  regard  to 
securing  the  treasury  of  the  country.  He  was  indi.«posed  t(»  go 
into  the  consideratmn  of  the  appropriation  bill  until  the  treasu- 
ry was  taken  from  irresponsible  hands,  and  put  into  iliose 
wtiich  were  responsible. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  IVehster,  Preston 
and  Forsyth,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

I'he  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  C7«j/ calling  upon  the  trea- 
sury department  for  the  amount  of  scrip  issued  to  satisfy  Virgi- 
nia land  warrants,  &c.  was  .agreed  to. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

June  17.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysan,  the  bill  concerning 
diilies  on  lead  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Frclinghuyscn  briefly  explained  the  character  of  the  bill. 

It  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  aitempls  made  to  evade 
the  duties  imposed  by  thetarilfof  1833,  by  the  introduction  of 
lead  in  busts  and  other  liirins,  so  that  instead  of  paying  the  pro 
per  duty  of  three  cents  per  pound,  imposed  by  the  act,  they  had 
only  paid  a duty  of  fifteen  per  centum,  ad  valorem,  thus  pro 
ducing  great  injury  to  the  public  revenue. 

He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  introducing  a proviso,  that  this 
bill  should  not  extend  to,  or  affect  the  existing  duties  on  red  and 
white  lead,  shot  and  litharge. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  willing  to  agree  to  any  measure  to  prevent 
fraud;  but  would  not  sanction  any  proposition  to  extend  the 
protective  duties.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table; 
but  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen  said  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill  looked 
exclusively  to  the  prevention  of  fraud  except  one  which  im- 
poses a duly  of  two  cents  on  lead  ore,  and  that  was  suggested 
by  one  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  But  if  any  objection 
was  made  to  this  clause  he  would  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Clay,  (the  motion  being  again  withdrawn),  said  there 
were  two  objects  contemplated  by  the  bill:  one  the  prevention 
of  fraud;  the  other  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  lead  ore.  To  the 
extent  of  the  prevention  of  fraud  the  bill  was  certainly  proper 
and  ought  to  p,ass;  but  however  proper  the  additional  duty  may 
lie,  he  hoped  the  clause  would  not  now  be  pressed. 

Mr.  Preston  hoped  the  effect  of  his  colleague’s  motion  would 
not  defeat  the  bill.  He  had  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of  striking 
out  the  clause  in  question.  If  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  taken  up  at  an  early  day. 

After  a few  additional  rematks  from  Mr.  Ca/Aoun,  the  bill 
was  laid  on  the  table,  but  subsequently  taken  up  on  his  motion, 
when  the  proviso,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  was  adopted, 
the  clause  imposing  an  additional  duty  of  two  cents  on  lead 
imported  in  pigs  and  bars  stricken  out,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  conside 
ration  of  executive  business,  and  after  remaining  sometime  cn 
gaged  therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  when 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  French  claims,  &c. 

Messrs.  Chambers  and  IFeAsfer  addressed  the  senate  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  and  Mr.  I'orsyth  in  opposition  to  it.  When  Mr. 
Forsyth  had  concluded,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion,  postponed 
until  Thursday  nexu 

The  resolution  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  returns  of 
the  last  census  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to;  and  then  the  se- 
nate adjourned. 

June  18.  The  chair  communicated  from  the  treasury  de- 
partment the  monthly  accountsof  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  state  banks  where  the  public  moneys  are  deposited. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  736  electors  of  Tolland 
county,  Connecticut,  complaining  of  the  effect  of  the  executive 
measures  against  the  United  States  bank,  and  praying  the  res- 
toration of  the  deposites,  &c. 

The  petition  having  been  read,  &c. 

Mr.  McJfean  rose  and  said  it  had  been  stated  in  the  public 
prints,  that  he  had  said,  in  his  place,  as  a senator,  that  a majo- 
rity of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  were  opposed  to  the  removal 
of  the  deposites.  He  averred  that  he  had  never  publicly  or 
privately  said  any  such  thing,  nor  should  he  now  presume  to 
give  an  opinion  one  way  or  (he  other.  What  he  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion,  was — that  he  would  vote  to  restore  the  de- 
posites, not  because  his  own  mind  had  changed,  nor  because 
he  believed  the  restoration  would  afford  relief,  but  because  a 
very  large  majority  of  his  constituents,  who  had  expressed  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  had  asked  for  the  restoration  as  a mea- 
sure of  relief;  and  for  so  doing  he  had  been  denounced  as  a 
traitor.  But  how  stands  the  case.^  A statement  made  by  one 
of  the  under  secretaries,  from  the  senate  files, showing  the  num- 
ber of  individuals  from  Pennsylvania  who  had  petitioned  that 
body  to  re.slore  the  deposites,  and  those  who  had  remonstrated 
against  the  restoration, gave  this  result— 40  different  memorials, 
signed  by  38,700  freemen  of  Pennsylvania,  complained  of  dis- 
tress and  prayed  for  the  restoration,  while  there  were  but  six 
memorials  signed  by  only  571  individuals,  who  remonstrated 
against  the  restoration,  exhibiting  a majority  of  38,129  in  favor 
of  restoring  the  deposites. 


In  giving  his  vote  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites,  he  had 
not  consulted  the  mere  rcill  of  the  executive.  He  was,  what  he 
professed  to  be,  the  sincere  friend  of  Andrew  Jackson,  though 
he  detested  many  of  the  reptiles  that  were  basking  in  the  beams 
of  his  effulgence,  and,  without  authority  presuming  to  act  and 
speak  ill  his  name.  He  was  there  as  the  representative,  in 
part,  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  if  he  understood  their 
mierest  and  knew  their  will,  he  would  advocate  the  one  and 
obey  the  other,  please  or  displease  whom  it  might. 

Let  the  i|Uesiion  be  tested  exclusively  on  party  ground,  and 
let  the  Irienils  of  general  Jackson  only  be  heard,  and  he  was 
certainly  within  bounds  when  he  said,  that  of  the  38,700  peti- 
tioners: at  least  8,000  of  them  were  general  Jackson’s  sincere 
Irieiuhs,  and  very  many  of  them  his  most  active  supporters, 
several  of  them  as  well  as  himself,  members  of  the  electoral 
college  in  1832,  and  gave  him  their  votes.  Then  we  have  8,000 
against  571,  fourteen  Jackson  men  in  favor,  to  one  Jackson  man 
opposed  to  the  restoration.  Let  the  question  be  considered  aa 
you  please,  either  as  a matter  of  expediency,  or  as  purely  a 
party  question,  his  vole  was  right. 

Mr.  Clay  followed  in  some  strong  remarks,  and  concluded  by 
presenting  two  memorials  from  Pennsylvania,  and  proceedings 
adopted  at  two  meetings  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Knight  presented  a similar  memorial  from  400  inhabi- 
tants of  Kent  county,  R.  Island.  The  above  memorials  were 
read,  &c. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  a memorial  from  a large  meeting  of  the 
cilizen.s  of  North  Carolina  sustaining  the  executive  in  its  mea- 
sures against  the  bank,  which  was  referred,  &c. 

Mr.  Preston  reported  a resolution  authorising  a gold  medal  to 
he  struck,  with  suitable  eniblenis  and  devices,  and  presented  to 
col.  Cioghan,  and  swords  to  each  of  the  following  officers, 
capt.  James  Hunter,  lieutenants  Benjamin  Johnson,  Cyrus  A. 
Burgler  and  John  Meeks,  and  ensigns  Edmund  Ross  and  Joseph 
Duncan,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  congress 
of  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defence  of  Fort  Stepheii- 
ton,  [or  Fort  Sandusky.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  governmeiil  for  the  year  1834,  was  taken  up. 

A long  discussion  ensued  on  a motion  by  Mr.  Prestonlo  post- 
pone the  hill  until  Tuesday  next,  in  which  Messrs.  Preston, 
Webster,  Forsyth,  Clay  And  Grundy  participated. 

Mr.  Preston  finally  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
on  finance,  several  intervening  ones  being  agreed  to,  the  last 
amendment  was  arrived  at,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
second  section,  including  Mr.  Pance's  limitation  with  respect 
to  custom  house  officers’  compensation,  and  substitute  a 
clause,  proposing  to  pay  to  the  collectors,  naval  officers,  sur- 
veyors, clerks,  weighers  and  markers  in  the  several  custom 
houses,  the  same  compensation  as  they  would  have  been  enti 
tied  to  if  the  act  of  1832  had  not  passed,  for  the  year  1833-4; 
provided  that  in  no  case  the  compensation  of  weighers,  gua- 
gers,  markers  or  appraisers,  by  salaries  or  fees,  shall  exceed 
^2,000  per  annum,  and  that  where  two  offices  combine  in  one 
person,  he  shall  not  receive  more  than  2,500  dollars. 

[The  amendment  of  which  this  is  an  abstract,  was  agreed  to 
next  day]. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

June  19.  After  the  reception  of  petitions,  the  senate  took,  upi 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  indemnification  of  American  citizens 
for  French  spoliations,  which,  after  a short  debate,  was  postpon- 
ed until  the  next  session  of  congress. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  details  of  the 
general  appropriation  bill  without  finally  acting  upon  it,  having 
however  adopted  all  the  amendments  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee on  finance,  and  some  others  moved  in  senate. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  ’ 

Friday,  June  13.  The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  J,  Q. 
Mams,  making  certain  inquiries  concerning  the  state  depo- 
site  banks,  together  with  the  amendments  moved  thereto  by 
Messrs.  Polk  and  Beat;/, coming  up, 

Mr.  Beaty  withdrew  his  amendment.  After  which 
The  resolution  was  debated  by  Messrs.  Mams.  Polk  and 
Wayne,  until  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour;  when 
The  bill  to  fix  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
was  taken  up,  the  question  being  on  Mr.  Fancc’s  motion  to  re- 
fer the  bill  to  a select  comniiltoe  of  seven  members,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolutions  from  the  senate  moved  in  that  body  by 
Mr.  Clay,  on  the  subjeet  of  the  removal  and  future  deposite  of 
the  public  moneys  coming  up  in  order. 

Mr.  PoUi  moved  to  lay  the  first  resolution,  declaring  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury’s  reasons  for  the  removal  “insufficient 
and  unsatisfactory”  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  under  the  impression  that  the  object  of  Mr. 
P.  was  to  proceed  with  the  appropriation  bills,  suggested  its 
being  simply  laid  aside  and  taken  up  in  turn. 

Mr.  Polk  persisted  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Crockett  rose  and  asked  a call  of  the  house.  He  proceed- 
ed to  say  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Polk)  had  been  dodging  round 
thi.s  question  all  the  session,  and  now  he  asked  that  it  be  laid 
on  the  table.  I had  a hope,  said  Mr.  C.  that  we  had  a chance 
to  meet  the  question  fairly,  and  let  members  stand  up  to  the 
rack  and  say  to  their  consiitucnls,  that  we  have  supported  the 
laws  and  constitution.  This  question  is  to  test  that  fact,  and  I 
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hope  lo  meet  it  upon  its  merits,  and  say  to  the  country,  by  our 
votes,  whether  we  have  a government  or  not.  Mr.  C.  was  call- 
ed to  order  so  repeatedly,  that  we  could  not  hear  distinctly 
what  he  said,  as  it  was  not  a debateable  case.  Mr.  C.  conclud- 
ed by  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  call,  which  were  or- 
dered; and  the  roll  having  been  gone  through,  211  members  an- 
swered to  their  names,  and  excuses  having  been  made  for  some 
of  the  absent  members— 

Mr.  Crockett  moved  that  the  sergeant-at-arms  should  be  dis- 
patched to  bring  up  those  members,  for  whom  excuses  had  not 
been  made. 

Mr.  Anthony,  however,  opposed  this  motion,  and  having 
moved  a suspension  of  further  proceedings  on  the  call. 

Mr.  Heister  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  having  been 
ordered, 

Mr.  Crockett  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  messengers 
to  the  absentees,  whilst  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  latter  motion 
were  being  taken. 

The  house  finally  suspended  further  proceedings  on  the  call: 
J^eas  107,  nays  76. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Polk. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Davis  asked  whether  Mr.  P’s  object  was  to  dis- 
pose of  the  subject  finally,  or  merely  to  have  it  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present.? 

Mr.  Polk  declined  answering.  The  question  was  not  de- 
bateable; and  it  was  for  the  house  to  say  what  the  final  dispo- 
sition of  the  resolution  should  be. 

Mr.  Chilton  rose  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  Mr.  P. 

Mr.  Polk  objected,  and  rose  to  a question  of  order,  whether 
it  was  in  order  to  propound  inquiries  on  a question  not  debate- 
able? 

The  Speaker  decided  that  although  the  question  was  not  de- 
bateable, the  honorable  member  had  a right  to  propound  an  in- 
quiry sim.ply. 

Mr.  Chilton  having  made  a few  remarks, — 

Mr.  Polk  rose  in  objection  and  made  a point  of  order  thereon. 
Mr.  Denny  rose  not  to  propound  a question  to  Mr.  P.  who  ap- 
peared so  sensitive,  but  to  ask  the  speaker  whether,  if  a ma- 
jority should  now  decide  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  it  was 
competent,  during  the  rest  of  the  session,  for  a majority  to  take 
it  up  again? 

The  speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative — when 
The  question  on  laying  the  first  resolution  on  the  table  was 
taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  yeas  114,  nays  101. 

So  the  said  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  resolution,  providing  for  the  deposites  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
branches,  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  being  then  read, 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  question  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  then  put  and  decided 
as  follows:  yeas  118,  nays  98. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  bill  to  revive  the  act  granting  pre-emption  rights  to  set- 
tlers on  the  public  lands,  approved  May  30,  1830,  was  taken  up, 
and  after  considerable  debate,  passed,  yeas  124,  nays  53. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk  the  house  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  Indian  annuities,  and  other 
similar  objects. 

A very  free  discussion  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill  ensued,  and 
after  adopting  sundry  other  amendments,  and  one  moved  by 
Mr.  Binney,  to  prevent  the  right  of  the  Senecas  to  a certain 
sum  therein  named,  from  being  prejudiced,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  14.  Mr.  Archer,  from  the  comrnitte  on  foreign 
affairs,  reported  a bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain;  which  bill  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  McKim  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house  to 
submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a bill,  to  authorise  the  issuing 
of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  treasury  notes,  bearing  an  inter- 
est of  five  per  cent,  per  year,  under  the  direction  of  a board  of 
commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  law  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
loaned  out  by  said  commissioners  to  such  individuals  of  the  se- 
veral states,  who  may  apply  for  a loan,  as  can  give  full  and  sa- 
tisfactory security  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  same,  on  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1836. 

Mr.  Williams  objecting, 

Mr.  McKim  moved  a suspension  of  the  rule;  whereupon 
Mr.  Williams  withdrew  his  objection,  in  order  that  this  “ex- 
periment” might  have  a trial  before  the  house. 

The  objections  were,  however,  renewed,  and  the  house  final- 
ly negatived  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rule,  so  as  to  allow  the 
resolution  to  be  offered.  The  house  was  thin  and  about  equal- 
ly divided  upon  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 
for  1834;  which  with  several  other  appropriation  bills,  were 
considered,  and  then  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  West  Point 
military  academy;  which  bill,  after  several  propositions  being 
made  and  rejected,  going  to  abolish  the  school  at  present,  or 
prospectively,  and  an  animated  debate,  was  laid  aside. 


The  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  with- 
in the  U-  States  was  then  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
read  by  sections,  and  after  debate  laid  aside:  when 
The  above  mentioned  and  other  bills  were  reported  to  the 
house. 

The  bill  to  reappropriate  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  former 
appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims  for 
the  year  1792,  1793  and  1794,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 
The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  16.  The  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  Wayne  county,  Indiana,  praying  for  the  res- 
toration of  the  deposites  and  the  recharter  of  the  United  States 
bank;  when 

Mr.  McCarty  addressed  the  house  at  length  thereon,  avowing 
that  although  he  had  been  hitherto  opposed  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  .as  at  present  chartered,  yet  considering  this  me- 
morial as  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his  constituents 
as  to  the  necessity  of  such  an  institution,  which  he  was  bound 
to  receive  as  instructions  from  them,  he  would  support  a propo- 
sition for  the  chartering  of  a national  bank,  with  proper  restric- 
tions, &c. 

A warm  and  somewhat  personal  debate  ensued  between 
Messrs.  Wardwell  and  Selden,  of  New  York,  the  former  having 
seized  this  occasion  to  prefer  charges  against  the  latter  of  im- 
properly using  the  franking  privilege  in  his  district,  which 
charge  was  indignantly  repelled  by  Mr.  Selden  as  untrue  through- 
out. The  debate  was  finally  arrested  by  Mr.  Qrenncll,  on  whose 
motion  the  memorial  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of  Franklin  county.  Mass, 
of  a similar  character,  was  then  taken  up,  read,  referred,  &c. 

The  resolutions  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  Rhode  Is- 
land presented  on  a former  occasion,  remonstrating  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites,  &c.  was  taken  up,  when 
Mr.  jBwrgcs  addressed  the  house  in  their  favor,  and  in  con- 
demnation of  the  various  course  of  the  administration. 

Mr.  Pearce  obtained  the  floor,  in  reply;  but  the  hour  having 
expired,  gave  way. 

The  house  then  too  up  the  Cumberland  road  bill. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  652,120  dol- 
lars to  300,000  dollars. 

Messrs.  Stewart  and  McKennan  opposed  the  reduction.  Se- 
veral other  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  debate,  which  continued 
until  a late  hour,  when  Mr.  Polk’s  motion  was  rejected. 

[On  the  next  day  Mr.  Polk’s  motion  was  reconsidered  and 
agreed  to.  Several  other  amendments  were  proposed,  and  de- 
bated, the  whole  of  which  were  cut  off  by 
Mr.  McKim,  who  moved  the  previous  gwcslion,  which  was 
seconded,  .ayes  102 — 

The  previous  question  having  been  accordingly  put  and  car- 
ried— The  main  question,  which  was  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  its  third  reading,  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows:  yeas  127,  nays  72,  and  the  bill  was  then  read  a third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate,  &c.] 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  June  \1.  Mr.  Ellsworth  reported  a bill  authorising 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  grant  a certain  right  of  way  i» 
the  city  of  New  York— twice  read  and  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

After  unsuccessful  attempts  to  make  the  bill  graduating  the 
price  of  public  lands;  and  the  bill  relating  to  the  trade  with  the 
West  Indies,  the  speci.al  orders  for  certain  days,; 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Geo.  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  house 
to  offer  a resolution  regulating  and  restricting  contracts  for  car- 
rying the  mail,  and  abolishing  extra  allowances  for  any  sach 
service. 

Mr.  Cornier  intimated  that  there  was  a bill  covering  the  whole 
ground  reported  in  the  senate,  when  the  house  refused  to  consi- 
der the  resolution. 

Mr.  Watmough  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  introduce  a 
resolution  inquiring  into  the  late  unfortunate  affair  at  Toulon, 
with  a view  of  making  provision  for  the  families  of  those  who 
were  killed  on  board  the  French  ship  of  war,  by  the  shot  fired 
from  the  frigate  United  States. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  18.  Mr.  Whittlesey  reported  a bill  amenda- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  vessels  sunk  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimore — twice  read  and  postponed  till  Friday 
next. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  regulating  the  va- 
lue of  foreign  silver  coin  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  bill  authorising  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  grant  a 
certain  right  of  way  in  the  city  of  New  York,  was  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  discussion  of  the 
details  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  harbors,  removing 
obstructions  from  rivers,  &c. 

The  house,  at  7 o’clock,  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June  19.  The  bills  reported  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs  are  to  be  considered  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Polk  gave  notice  that  he  should  move  to-rnorrow  to  take 
up  the  bill  regulating  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  in  the 
local  banks. 

A message  on  the  subject  of  the  occurrence  at  Toulon  was 
received  from  the  president — see  page  293. 

The  harbor  bill,  after  a protracted  discussion,  was  finally  dis- 
posed of  by  being  laid  on  the  table:  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 
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We  have  collected  and  collated  a variety  of  articles  in 
relation  to  the  decease  of  Lafayette,  and  the  honors  con- 
ferred on,  or  about  to  be  paid  to,  his  memory,  at  many 
places  in  the  United  States — but  have’ thought  it  best  to 
-withhold  them,  at  present,  and  until  we  have  further  ad- 
vices from  France,  except  the  proceedings  had  in  con- 
gress, which  will  be  found  in  their  proper  places.  The 
president  has  issued  his  orders  to  the  army  and  navy  to 
honor  tl»e  memory  of  the  last  of  the  generals  of  the  re- 
volution— which  we  thought  was  in  type  until  just  about 
to  prepare  this  sheet  for  the  press,  and  so  it  must  be 
postponed. 

The  hall  of  representatives  and  the  senate  chamber  are 
both  clothed  in  mourning,  in  conformity  with  the  resolu- 
tions unanimously  adopted  by  congress  in  consequence  of 
the  death  of  general  Lafayette. 

We  think  it  is  very  appropriate,  that  the  senate  ap- 
pointed a committee  of  thirteen,  and  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives a committee  of  t-wejity-Jour,  to  consider  and 
report  what  token  of  affection  ought  to  be  paid  to  the 
memory  of  Lafayetpe.  The  first  has  reference  to  the 
old  thirteen  states,  the  second  to  the  present  twenty-four, 
and  so  links  two  period  of  time  together.  See  the  pro- 
ceeding of  congress. 

On  Monday  last,  the  president  sent  to  the  senate,  the 
nominations  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  of  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  as  attorney  gene- 
ral. The  first  was  rejected — 28  to  18,  and  the  latter  con- 
firmed, on  the  following  day.  These  results,  we  believe, 
were  universally  expected.  The  senate  had  already  pro- 
nounced its  judgment  on  Mr.  Taney,  in  declaring  that 
his  reasons  assigned  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  w ere 
insufficient,  &c. 

On  the  same  day,  the  nomination  of  Andrew  Steven- 
son, as  minister  to  England,  was  rejected,  23  to  22. 

The  injunction  of  secrecy  on  these  proceedings  having 
been  removed,  an  account  of  them  will  be  found  in  a sub- 
sequent page. 

It  is  rumored  that  Mr.  Forsyth  is  to  be  secretary  of 
state,  Mr.  Polk  secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  and  Mr.  Ben- 
ton secretary  of  war. 

Among  the  interesting  articles  contained  in  the  present 
sheet,  is  an  extract  from  the  executive  proceedings  of  the 
senate  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson. 

We  think  that  this  case,  “take  it  all  in  all,”  involves 
the  consideration  of  important  principles — and  there- 
fore have  added  a review  of  it  from  the  “National  Intel- 
ligencer,” with  an  intention  also  to  insert  an  argument 
on  the  other  side,  should  one  be  presented — as  no  doubt 
it  soon  will  be  in  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  if  the  senior 
editor  of  that  paper  has  gained  sufficient  strength  to  pre- 
pare it. 

We  do  not  believe  that  “corruption  must  [necessa- 
rily] become  the  order  of  the  day,”  if  members  of  con- 
gress are  appointed  to  office — nor  think  it  right  that  the 
acceptance  of  a place  in  the  national  legislature  should 
either  disqualify  a person  from  an  appointment,  or  pre- 
vent the  president  and  senate  from  the  selection  and  con- 
firmation of  individuals  supposed  -well  fitted  for  other 
public  employments;  but,  as  with  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  other 
of  the  old  republican  editors,  we  found  fault  with  the 
too  numerous  selections  made  by  president  Monroe,  we 
must  stand  opposed  to  the  much  more  numei-ous  no- 
minations of  president  Jackson — the  latter  having  pre- 
ferred more  (or  about  as  many)  of  these,  in  less  than  five 
years  and  a half,  than  all  his  predecessors  had  done  in 
forty  years. 

And  besides,  Mr.  Stevenson's  case  is  a pjeculiar  one. 
With  Mr.  Livingston's  letter  of  the  1 5th  March,  1833, 
in  his  pocket,  he  was  a candidate  for  the  office  of  a a re- 
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presentative  of  the  people,  in  Al>ril,  1833.*  Does  any 
one  believe  that  the  voters  of  his  district  would  have 
elected  him,  had  this  fact  been  made  known  to  them? 
But  the  closeness  w ith  which  the  secret  was  kept,  does 
not  affect  tlie  principle  on  which  they  would  have  reject- 
ed him.  It  was  a carrying  out  of  this  principle  that 
caused  his  rejection  by  the  senate— for  the  vote  on  his 
nomination  shews  that  it  was  not  a party  one.  Had  it 
been  so,  the  majority  against  him  would  have  been  nine, 
instead  of  one  only.  And  we  have  good  reasons  to  be- 
lieve, but  for  that  letter  his  nomination  would  have  been 
confirmed,  perhaps,  by  a handsome  majority — tliough 
several  things  had  happened  to  render  Mr.  S.  unpopular 
with  the  senate,  whose  right  to  reject  is  just  the  same  as 
that  of  the  president  to  nominate,  and  equally  rests  upon 
the  constitution.  The  good  opinion  of  the  president 
which  induces  him  to  nominate,  not  being  entertained 
by  the  senate,  may  as  well  induce  them  to  reject.  The 
rule  of  action  in  both  cases  is  the  same. 

The  Globe  says — “Mr.  Taney,  whose  nomination  was 
rejected  on  Tuesday  by  the  senate,  hut  whose  commission 
extended,  notwithstanding,  to  the  end  of  the  session,  re- 
signed his  office  on  W ednesday.  Mr.  McClintock 
Young,  the  chief  clerk  in  the  department,  has  been  ap- 
pointed acting  secretary  ad  interim. 

The  house  of  representatives  has  passed  a bill  regulat- 
ing deposites  of  public  money  in  local  banks.  Of  this 
bill  the  official  “Globe”  delicately  says — “Its  fate  in  the 
senate  may  be  argued  from  the  circumstance  that  a ma- 
jority in  that  body  are  the  subjects  o/  the  bank  of  the 
United  States."  The  house  of  representatives  has  hard- 
ly escaped  a like  condemnation,  and,  perhaps,  at  the  next 
session,  will  receive  it. 

The  chairman  of  the  senate’s  committee  on  the  public 
lands  will  continue  his  investigations  of  the  subject  dur- 
ing the  recess  of  congress.  The  deposition  of  Edmund 
Rowe  has  been  published,  and  shall  be  copied  by  us, 
with  such  other  parts  of  the  report  already  made  as  may 
appear  necessary. 

The  senate  has  directed  that  their  committee  on  the 
post  office  shall  continue  the  investigation  of  the  concerns 
of  that  department  during  the  recess.  The  house  di- 
rected the  appointment  of  a committee  for  tha‘  pur- 
pose, on  Thursday  last,  on  which  the  “National  Intelli- 
gencer” say^— 

As  no  debate  preceded  or  accompanied  this  motion,  we  are 
somewhat  at  a loss  how  to  take  it.  If  this  committee  be  in- 
tended to  follow  up  the  good  work  in  which  the  senate  has 
been  the  pioneer,  it  will  be  well.  If  the  committee  is  intended 
for  any  other  purpose,  it  is  very  certain  that  it  will  not  answer 
that  purpose.  Nothing  but  full  inquiry  and  development  of  the 
abuses,  now  admitted  to  exist,  can  satisfy  the  country. 

Mr.  McDuffie,  who  went  home  on  account  of  ill 
health,  has  returned,  and  is  again  attending  the  house  of 
which  he  is  a member;  and  two  or  three  other  gentle- 
men who  were  sick,  have  recovered,  or  are  convalescent. 

In  the  evening  session  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
on  Thursday,  all  the  amendments  to  the  general  appro- 
pnation  bill,  which  has  been  so  long  depending,  were 
disposed  of  satisfactorily  to  the  two  houses;  and  that  bill 
now  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president  to  become 
a law. 

In  a subsequent  page  we  insert  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  Kentucky  contested  election,  and  on  the  resolution 

*lf  we  are  noi  much  mistaken,  it  was  charged  against  Mr. 
Stevenson  that  he  had  a promise  of  this  appointment,  in  April, 
1834 — bat  stoutly  denied  on  the  part  of  his  friends.  If  so— w» 
shall  soon  have  the  facts. 
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from  (he  Bervate  declaring  (lie  reasons  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  unsatis- 
factory and  insufficient.  For  laying  the  latter  on  the  ta- 
ble there  were  114  yeas,  101  nays— deficient  26  votes,  in 
which  are  included  tlie  speaker,  and  live  vacancies.  Ot 
the  20  actually  deficient  votes,  seven  were  from  Virginia, 
three  from  Pennsylvania,  &c.  See  page  307. 

Henry  Hubbard,  at  present  a member  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  has  been  elected  a senator  of  the  United 
States  from  New  Hampshire,  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
Bell,  whose  period  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of 
March  next.  The  votes  were,  for  Mr.  Hubbard  127, 
Icabod  Bartlett  59,  Jonathan  Harvey  and  scattering  27 — 
and  17  members  were  absent  or  did  not  vote. 

The  nomination  of  Thomas  Flood,  to  be  re-appointed 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Zanesville,  in  Ohio,  (which 
office  he  had  held  for  a term  ending  in  March  last),  has 
been  rejected. 

A correspondent  of  the  New  York  American,  under 
date  Washington,  July  16,  said — 

In  the  course  of  llie  past  week,  Mr.  Polk  astonished  the 
house,  by  reporting  that  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  of 
which  he  and  Mr.  Cambreleng  have,  it  is  well  known,  complete 
control,  recommended  the  rejection  of  a bill  passed  by  the  se- 
nate, for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  St.  Louis. 
The  circumstance  has  created  much  sensation  here.  The  in- 
habitants of  that  city,  it  would  appear,  have  received  a pre- 
sent of  a set  of  bolls,  from  France,  of  the  estimated  value  of 
six  or  seven  thousand  francs,  [say  $1,500]  the  duty  on  which 
was  claimed,  and  a sum  of  $618  deposited  at  New  Orleans  with 
the  collector,  to  wait  the  result  of  an  application  to  congress 
to  permit  this  importation  free,  which,  under  such  circum- 
stances, was  usual.  Mr.  Verplanck  always  acted  on  the  principle 
that  all  ornamental  or  useful  articles  of  any  kind,  designed  for 
PUBLIC  EDIFICES  of  aiiv  kind, /ircsenfcd  to  them,  as  free  gifts, 
were,  for  so  much,  a public  benefit,  and  as  such,  ought  to  be 
admitted  free  of  the  duty  on  importation. 

We  always  thought  such  things  were  admitted  free  of 
duty,  as  a matter  of  course,  by  congress,  like  cases  hav- 
ing frequently'  occurred. 

We  are  often  amused  at  some  of  the  “hits”  made  in 
congress.  The  two  following  are  of  recent  occurrence — • 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  when  considering  an 
appropriation  bill — ■ 

Mr.  Schley,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  public  buildings,  a clause  appropriating 
$6,000  for  additional  furniture  for  the  East  Room  (unfortunate 
apartment)!  o(  the  president’s  house — hut  as  he  ascertained  that 
the  articles  had  been  furnished,  he  withdrew  the  motion.  Mr. 
Ewins,  of  Indiana,  expressed  some  surprise  that  no  application 
had  been  made  for  new  furniture  for  the  Kitchen.  He  thought 
it  needed  it,  and  would  be  willing  to  make  an  appropriation  for 
that  purpose. 

In  the  senate,  when  discussing  an  item  concerning  a 
documentary  history  of  the  United  States,  to  be  publish- 
ed by  Peter  Force  and  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke,  Mr.  Cham- 
bers— 

In  reference  to  something  which  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Hill, 
on  the  subject  of  rewarding  printers,  &c.  said  he  would  tell 
a story.  He  was  once  travelling  over  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains, when  he  stopped  at  a hut,  kept  by  a respectable  old  gen- 
tleman who  entertained  men  and  horses.  Conversing  with  the 
old  gentleman  on  the  subject  of  rattlesnakes  which  abounded 
there,  he  (Mr.  C.)  made  some  inquiries,  and  gained  some  infor- 
mation as  to  their  natural  history.  “I  don’t  know  how  they 
live,”  said  the  old  man,  “but  I know  how  they  die.  There  is 
an  old  stump  a little  from  the  hut,  where  an  old  rattlesnake 
lived  for  a great  many  years,  and  died  at  last  from  the  poison 
of  his  own  venom.” 

In  reply  to  which — 

Mr.  Hill  said,  that  the  senator  from  Maryland  had  told  a 
story  about  a rattlesnake,  but  he  had  not  told  the  whole.  The 
attention  of  the  old  man  was  called  to  the  stump  by  the  cack- 
ling of  an  old  goose.  He  had  not  before  understood  the  value 
of  a cackling  goose. 

Mr.  Chambers.  I am  likely  to  understand  its  value,  as  I have 
Just  heard  it. 

In  one  of  the  transient  debates  in  the  senate  concerning 
the  affairs  of  the  post  office— 

Mr.  Grundy  asserted  his  opinion  that  the  president  was  not 
cognizant  originally,  but  he  pledged  himself  that  he  would  take 
measures  to  satisfy  himself  fully  on  that  head,  and  the  senate 
too,  in  the  course  of  the  next  week!  Mr.  Ciay  said  he  would 
have  been  much  better  pleased  if  the  hon.  senator  [Mr.  Grundy] 
had,  instead  of  giving  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  come  for- 
ward us  he  might  have  done  if  it  was  the  fact— and  been  au- 


thorised—and  contradicted  the  statement  that  he  had  known  of 
all  this  illegal  conduct.  Mr.  Grruuly  took  occasion  to  say,  that 
his  opinion  was  not  formed  upon  any  conversation  with  the 
president,  but  was  entirely  from  a ditlerent  source.  “From 
which  ol  the  cabinets,  may  I ask,”  said  Mr.  Clay,  I’he  sena- 
tor Imni  'rennessee,  with  that  tact  for  which  he  is  distingui.-h- 
ed,  parried  oft’  tliis  interrogatory  with  the  jocular  retort,  “once 
for  all  1 tell  you,  1 know  nothing  ol  the  persons  composing  the 
one  the  senator  allude*  to,  and  I had  it  not  from  the  other;  and 
I do  not  de.^ire,  it  either;  but  from  the  frequent  allusion  ol  the 
senator  from  Kentucky  himself  to  it,  1 suppose  he  must  be  fa- 
miliar with  them. 

[VV'e  have  heard  it  broadly  stated  that  the  president 
was  7iot  “cognizant”  of  the  report  made  to  the  senate 
concerning  the  post  office,  until  the  present  week.] 

A Washington  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Evening 
Post,  thus  writes  of  a speech  of  Mr.  Sutherland: 

“Mr.  Rinne?/ quailed  under  this  reply,  and  remained  in  bia 
seat,  unable  to  answer.'*’ 

The  preceding  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  curiosities  of 
the  times. 

The  rapid  oblivion  into  which  the  “polities  of  the 
day”  generally  pass,  unless  registered  in  some  work  of 
easy  reference,  is  shown  from  the  occurrence  of  an  inci- 
dent that  we  are  about  to  state.  A few  da}  s ago,  a much 
valued  friend  in  congress,  applied  to  us  for  a copy  of  the 
infamous  “East  Room  letter,”  wliich  originally  appear- 
ed ii)  the  “Richmond  Enquirer,”  dated  at  Washington, 
Jan.  1,  1827,  and  addressed  to  the  editors  of  that  paper — 
which  they  said,  (on  the  27th  April),  was  sent  to  them 
by  “one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  congress!”  Always  wishing  to  answer  such  re- 
quests, we  referred  to  our  own  work,  and  soon  found,  in 
the  37th  vol.  page  116,  an  extract  from  that  fetter,  and 
which,  perhaps,  contains  all  that  was  said  about  the 
“East  Room” — but,  desirous  of  sending  the  letter  entire, 
w'e  caused  a search  to  be  made  for  it,  and  some  hours 
were  expended  in  vain;  and,  though  we  have  since  over- 
hauled a full  bushel  of  cuttings  from  newspapers,  to  as- 
sort therh  and  reduce  them  into  classes,  we  have  not 
found  it. 

In  noting  this  incident,  we  have  been  led  to  suggest, 
that  some  one  should  publish  an  entire  copy  of  that  let- 
ter, and  add  thereto,  from  the  official  statements,  the 
true  amount  of  moneys  expended  on  or  in  or  about  the 
president’s  house,  in  the  four  years  of  the  last  adminis- 
tration, and  since,  giving  all  the  particulars — for  the  use 
of  some  of  the  “retrenchment”  members  of  congress,  at 
the  next  session,  and  especially  the  “distinguished” 
writer  of  the  letter. 

“The  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mercury  completed  its 
seventy-sixth  year  on  Saturday,  the  l4th.  It  was  origi- 
nally started  on  June  12,  1758,  by  James,  the  elder  bro- 
ther of  Dr.  Franklin.  The  latter  was  a constant  contri- 
butor to  its  columns.” 

This  must  be  among  the  oldest,  probably  the  oldest 
still  existing  newspaper  in  the  United  States.  My.  Rit- 
chie, of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  is,  perhaps,  the  oldest 
editor  (though  not  the  oldest  man),  who  is  now  in  the 
performance  of  a contimiedWne  of  editorial  duty.  Messrs. 
Gales  & Seaton,  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  are 
also  old  editors  of  the  same  class,  and  much  our  seniors. 
We  have  nearly  reached  the  end  of  the  23d  year  of  the 
publication  of  the  Register,  commenced  by  us  in  1811, 
and  have  some  desire,  if  such  be  the  will  of  Providence, 
that  we  may  conclude,  as  its  editor,  the  25th  year,  or  50th 
volume  of  this  work. 

Speaking  of  editors  and  papers,  we  are  reminded  of  a 
visit  that  we  lately  paid  to  the  printing  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton.  After  the  capitol  and  presi- 
dent’s house,  it  is  tlie  most  interesting  object  in  Wash- 
ington. There  is  nothing  to  compare  with  it  in  Ameri- 
ca— and  few  more  extensive  and  efficient  in  Europe.  The 
whole  number  of  persons  employed  in  this  establishment 
was  16.5' — 'including  the  bindery  and  folding  departments, 
of  whom  about  35  are  females,  who  are  found  very  ex- 
pert and  faithful  in  handling  the  paper  for  the  power- 
presses,  of  which  we  think  there  are  eight — viz:  four 
steam  presses,  with  a perpendicular  pressure,  which  per- 
form beautiful  work,  at  the  rate  of  about  500  sheets  each, 
[ler  hour;  three  cylinder  presses,  whose  ojierations  are 
much  more  rapid,  driven  also  by  the  steam  engine,  and 
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one  cylinder  press  worked  I>3'  man-power,  in  the  turning 
a large  wJieel.  The  latter  is  used  for  the  “National  In- 
telligencer.” There  are  besides  a large  number  of  the 
usual  hand-presses,  a few  of  which  are  employed  on 
small  jobs,  oi-,  when  there  is  more  work  than  the  power- 
ju-esses,  running  eveti  day  and  night,  can  i)erform,  in  any 
desired  space  of  lime;  and  llie  cylinder  ju-esses,  loo,  it 
may  be  observed,  ijroceeding  at  tlie  rate  ot  about  ‘2,UUU 
sheets  an  hour,  instead  of  printing  8 octavo  pages  at 
once,  pi  int  IG — the  paper  used  being  made,  and  the  types 
jirejiared,  for  that  purpose.  Jiut  we  are  not  suHiciently 
acquainted  with  tlie  of  this  sjilendid  and  well 

managed  establishment  to  go  into  details — all  the  opera- 
tions in  which  are  performed  with  a clock-work-like  re- 
gularity, and  without  bustle  or  the  appearance  of  hurry; 
and  there  was  a cheerfulness  and  attention  and  tidiness, 
too,  in  the  whole,  which  delighted  us.  But  we  ho[)C 
that,  soon  after  the  rising  of  congress,  our  friends  may 
be  induced  to  give  a jiarticular  account  of  the  ra/mc/V^ 
and  doings  of  their  printing  house,  to  gratify  a laudable 
public  curiosity,  ami  add  an  interesting  item  to  the  state 
of  the  jiress  in  our  country. 

It  is  not,  certainl}',  either  proper  or  convenient,  at  all 
times,  to  pass  visiters  through  this  great  establishment — 
which,  if  ordinary  means  w ere  used,  performs  the  labor 
of,  perhaps,  three  hundred  persons — and,  besides,  the 
old  laws  of  the  “chapel,”  as  printing  offices  were  called, 
are  against  such  proceedings! — but  we  believe  that 
Messrs,  Gales  & Seaton,  w hen  at  leisure  to  wait  upon 
visiters,  generally  feel  much  pleasure  in  receiving  tlieir 
friends  and  acquaintances,  and  in  explaining  to  them  the 
mysteries  of  “the  art  preservative  of  all  arts,”  if  mindful 
of  Fuaxiclin’s  warning — 

“All  you  who  come  this  curious  art  to  sec, 

“To  handle  any  thing  must  cautious  be; 

“IjO,  this  advice  we  give  to  every  stranger — 

‘^Look  on  with  welcome — but  to  touch  there^s  danger.’^ 


I incr,  if  desired  for  other  or  more  distant  operations. 
Hence  the  opinion  entertained,  and  acted  on,  seems  well 
founded — that  keeping  the  tiotes  of  these  banks  at  par  in 
Pbiladel|ihia  increases  the  circulation  of  them. 

Boston  mav  he  ivgarderl  as  the  centre  of  the  commerce 
of  New  England,  though  Connecticut,  Kliode  Island  and 
A ermonl  have  large  and  intimate  connections  with  New 
\ork.  But  at  Boston  the  notes  of  all  the  banks  of  New 
England,  solitary  cases  excepted,  are  al  par,  and  so  have 
been  for  several  years;  and  w e have  never  heard  that  the 
counli-y  hanks,  as  they  are  generally  called,  suffered  on 
account  of  it. 

'I'lie  New  York  “Journal  of  Commerce”  has  an  essay 
on  this  subject,  with  an  extract  from  which  we  shall  con- 
clude this  article: 

“The  proposed  arrangement  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
demand  upon  the  country  banks.  The  system  as  it  operates  in 
Itoston  I's  mutual,  perfectly  so.  The  country  and  city  banks 
are  all  participants  in  it  upon  the  same  principles  exactly. 
There  is  no  danger  that  the  circulation  of  the  country  banka 
ivill  in  the  aggregate  be  greatly  diminished.  'I’hose  which  con- 
centrate in  l{o>ion,  have  quite  as  much  circulation  as  is  heal- 
thy. 'J’heir  condition  by  the  last  returns  respectively  was  as 
follows: 

Banks.  Cajiital,  Loans.  Specie.  Circulation. 

In  Alaine  $-3,727,000  $4,1.57,576  $108,403  $1,303,671 

In  N.  Hampshire  2,271,308  3,390,826  1,238,64? 

In  Hoslon  16,401,250) 

In  Mass,  out  of  g35,000  ( 45,261,003 

lloston  ’ ’ ) 

In  It.  Island  7,438,848  9,191,846  , ^ 

In  Connecticut  5,708,015  7,480,275  2,557,227 

“By  this  statement  it  appears,  that  the  banks  in  Maine,  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  out  of  Boston,  have 
a circulation  of  about  half  the  amount  of  their  capitals  respec- 
tively, while  the  circulation  of  the  Boston  banks  is  only  equal 
to  one-sixth  of  their  capital.  The  proportion  of  circulatirm  ta 
specie,  is  in  Maine  as  12  to  1,  and  in  Massachusetts,out  of  Bos- 
ton, as  18  to  1,  while  in  Boston  it  is  but  as  4 to  1.  The  propor- 
tions in  Khode  Island  do  not  appear  to  correspond  with  those 
any  where  else.” 


^ 647,618  2,823.617 

5 274,601  5,005,493 

^ 403.696  1,264,394 


Some  excitement  lias  been  caused  in  New  Y^ork,  by 
certain  projects  entertained  in  the  city  concerning  the 
notes  of  the  banks  in  the  interior,  that  they  might  be  re- 
ceived and  deposited  at  their  par  value;  or,  in  other 
words,  be  changed  from  merdtandise  into  money,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  brokers.  I'hese  projects  are  op- 
posed by  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  interior  banks,  on  the 
ground  that  they  w’ould  reduce  the  circulation  of  their 
notes,  on  which  a considerable  part  of  tlieir  profits  is 
earned. 

What  may  be  expedient  at  the  present  moment,  and 
under  existing  circumstances,  it  is  difficult  to  determine; 
but  we  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  the  stand  taken 
on  the  part  of  the  interior  stale  banks,  is  not  tenable  on 
general  principles — for  the  notes  of  like  state  banks,  with 
solitary  exceptions,  until  very  recently,  w'ere  money  in  Bos- 
ton, Baltimore,  Riclimond  and  Charleston,  resjiectively 
- — and  partially  so  at  New  York  and  Philadelphia;  and  it 
has  never  ajipeared  to  us  that  those  state  banks  wliich 
kept  up  the  par  value  of  tlieir  notes  at  the  chief  seats  of 
the  commerce  of  their  neighborhoods,  w-ere  less  profita- 
ble to  their  stockholders  than  others;  and,  as  those  who 
pursued  that  policy  less  frequently  failed  or  became  em- 
barrassed than  others,  the  fmhlic  confidence  gained  ope- 
rated pow-erfully  in  their  favor. 

We  shall  offer  tw'o  examples — and  many  more  almost 
equally  striking  might  be  adduced,  but  these  will  be  suf- 
ficient for  demonstrating  the  true  principles  of  a paper 
currency.  The  old  bank  of  Delaware,  at  Wilmington, 
and  the  hank  of  Chester  county,  at  West  Chester,  Pa. 
arc,  probably,  the  richest  and  stronge.st  banks  in  the  U. 
States,  regard  being  had  to  their  capitals,  and  their  an- 
nual dividends  and  surplus  profits,  have  seldom,  if  ever, 
been  rivalled — never  excelled,  for  a period  of  years. 
Philadelphia  is  the  centre  of  the  commerce  of  Delaware 
and  of  Chester  county,  and  the  banks  named  (except  dur- 
ing the  suspension  of  specie  payments  during  the  war), 
have  always  kept  their  notes  at  par  in  Philadelphia,  where 
they  are  received  with  the  same  freedom,  in  all  matters 
of  business,  as  the  issues  of  the  banks  of  that  city.  The 
consequence  is,  that  all  persons,  and  in  all  places,  who 
have  dealings  in  Philadelphia,  as  confidently  receive  and 
hold  the  notes  of  these  banks  as  those  of  the  bank  of 
JiTorth  America,  or  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
either  of  which  latter  may  be  easily  obtained  for  the  for- 


A New  York  paper  says — 

Of  the  nine  or  ten  banks  incorporated  by  the  legislature  of  this 
slate  at  the  last  session,  books  of  subscription  for  the  slock  of 
jive,  including  the  Phoenix  hank  of  this  city,  whose  capital  was 
increased  from  $500,000  to  $1,500,000,  have  been  opened,  with 
the  following  results: 


Banks. 
Phoenix  bank 
Lafayette  do. 
Commercial  do. 
Albany  city  do. 
Orleans  Co.  do. 


Where. 
New  York 
do. 
do. 
Albany 
Albion 


Stock  offered. 
$1,000,000 
500,000 
500,000 

500.000 

200.000 


of  huff. 
$3,146,925 
1,849,000 
1,296,150 
1,142,900 
680,200 


Total  $2,700,000  $8,115,175 

Or  in  other  words,  taking  the  five  banks  in  the  aggregate,  three 
times  the  amount  of  stock  tvds  bid  for,  which  there  was  to  be 
sold.  Phoenix  bank  stock,  for  which  $106  per  cent,  was  paid, 
is  now  selling  at  $111.  Commercial  bank,  $103  for  $100  paid. 
Slocks  of  the  other  banks  have  not  yet  been  in  the  market. 

These  great  subscriptions  would  shew  a superabun- 
dance of  mone)’ — but  the  amount  taken  by  individuals, 
on  which  an  instalment  onl}'  is  paid,  is  larger  than  they 
expected  to  have  assigned  them,  and  variously  increased 
tliat,  in  the  division  of  the  stock,  they  might  obtain  some 
certain  desired  number  of  shares. 


The  U.  S.  Telegraph  of  the  20th  instant,  says — 

The  secretary  of  liie  senate,  in  compliance  with  a resolution 
ol  the  9th  instant,  present  statements  made  np  to  the  18lh  inst. 
showing  the  aggregate  numbers  of  all  who  have  presented  pe- 
titions, memorials,  &c.  for  or  against  the  executive  measure  of 
removing  the  public  deposites.  We  give  the  result  of  inqurys 
For  restoration  of  the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  ^ 48,^ 

For  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  recharter  of  the  bank  63,lUd 
For  the  recharter  of  the  bank 

For  adopting  such  measures  as  will  give  relief  23,24o 

Agaist  restoring  the  deposites  and  against  rechartering 
the  bank 


The  “I.ondou  Times”  of  the  8th  May  says— 

“Since  the  fate  of  this  establishment  [the  bank  of  the  United 
States]  is  .«ealed  by  the  sole  jiat  of  the  president,  it  has  been 
thought  necessary  in  some  of  the  slates  to  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  public  credit  by  authorising  stale  loans.” 

That  is,  in  the  economics  of  the  day — that  money  is  to 
be  borrowed  on  paper,  and  to  be  loaned  on  paper— 
though  all  who  do  business  on  borrowed  capitals  “ought 
to  break,”  and  a specie  currency  is  the  only  one  that 
ought  to  be  tolerated ! 


soo 
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The  “Globe”  of  Tuesday  last,  speaking  of  the  “gold 
bills”  says — 

The  important  bills,  one  to  raise  the  value  of  domestic  gold, 
and  the  otlier  to  raise  the  value  of  foreign  gold,  were  received 
in  the  senate  yesterday,  read  twice  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 

The  effect  of  these  bills  will  be  to  raise  gold  6f  per  cent,  on 
its  legal  value;  but  not  that  much  on  its  market  value,  which  is 
now  two  or  three  per  cent,  above  the  legal  value.  The  foreign 
bill  applies  to  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Mexico,  Brazil  a>id  Colombia.  All  these  coins  are  to 
pass  by  weight,  at  6f  per  cent,  advance  npon  their  former  legal 
value.  The  acts  are  to  take  etiect  from  the  31st  day  of  July, 
after  which  time,  the  coins,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  will  be 
legal  tenders  at  the  advanced  rates.  This  date  was  fixed  to 
give  the  community  time  to  prepare  for  the  change;  but,  in 
point  of  fact,  the  coins  will  all  begin  to  circulate,  by  common 
consent,  from  the  day  of  the  passage  of  the  bills. 

The  readers  of  the  Register  know  that  we  have  long- 
been  advocates  for  reducing  our  own  arbitrary  value  ot 
gold,  as  compared  with  th-at  of  silver,  so  that  the  currency, 
as  measured  by  either,  might  be  placed  upon  a more  ge- 
nerally acknowledged  standard  of  equalized  value — as 
■well  as  that  we  were  in  favor  of  giving  to  the  pound  ster- 
ling, as  measured  by  gold,  its  actual  value  when  measur- 
ed by  silver.  The  latter  was  accomplislied  with  suffi- 
cient nearness  in  the  tariff  bill  of  1832 — and  it  is  rested 
upon  the  principle  now  contended  for,  but  without  any 
hurrah  being  made  about  it.  We  wished  to  get  rid  of 
the  “filthy  dovvlass”  used  in  the  manufacture  of  bank 
notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars — to  do 
which  a gol^  currency  is  most  convenient  and  easy; 
but  we  doubt  whetlier  the  proposed  advance  on  the  legal 
value  of  gold  is  not  so  higli  as  to  cause  future  embarrass- 
ments as  to  the  legal  value  of  silver,  and  so  “make  a 
jump  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire.”  One  per  cent, 
under  tlie  “market  value”  of  gold  is  the  maximum  of 
what  we  consider  prudent,  on  the  present  occasion.  It 
is  enough  to  keep  our  gold  at  home,  for  common  use, 
when  exclianges  are  at  fair  rates;  and  further  tlian  this, 
all  i-egulations  of  the  value  of  metals  are  mischievous, 
and  will  recoil  on  the  heads  of  the  makers  of  them — ^Ise 
“history  is  not  philosophy  teaching  by  example.” 

The  legal  value  of  coins  should  not  he  changed  with- 
out much  close  observation  and  serious  investigation;  and 
the  senate,  we  hope,  will  rather  refuse  to  pass  tlie  bill 
than  risk  th«  necessity  of  other  changes  of  such  value  of 
them,  much  as  we  desire  the  circulation  of  American 
gold  coins — the  material  for  which  appears  quite  abun- 
dant in  the  United  States,  under  wholesome  regulations. 

The  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  speaking  of  the 
“coin  bills”  says — 

The  fir.-st  which  has  passed  both  houses,  makes  the  dollars  of 
Spain,  Mexico  and  the  South  American  stales  legal,  at  the 
same  value  with  out  own  dollars. 

They  are,  in  fact,  a little  more  valuable,  as  they  contain  a lit- 
tle more  silver.  It  also  makes  the  five  franc  pieces  of  France, 
legal  at  93  cents  each.  I'liis  law  is  to  remain  in  force  for  two 
years,  and  is  little  else  than  the  resuscitation  of  a former  law 
which  had  expired. 

I'he  second  bill  relates  to  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States, 
and  changes  their  weight  as  compared*  with  silver  from  fifteen 
to  one,  the  present  standard,  to  sixteen  to  one;  in  other  words, 
raising  the  cotnp<aralive  value  of  gold  about  six  and  a half  per 
cent.  An  eagle  will  upon  the  basis  of  the  bill  contain  no  more 
gold  than  has  been  valued  at  ^9  35.  In  other  words,  65  cents 
worth  of  gold  will  be  deducted  from  its  weight  and  value,  and 
it  will  yet  be  legal,  at  ten  dtdiars. 

The  third  bill  relates  to  foreign  gold  coins,  and  makes  them 
legal,  according  to  their  real  value,  by  the  same  standard  with 
our  own. 

Dollars.  By  an  assay  made  at  the  mint  in  England,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Patriot  dollars,  as  they  are  sometimes  called,  are 
“in  every  respect  as  valuable,  or  rather  better  in  weight  and 
fineness,  than  the  dollars  coined  in  Mexico  before  the  separa- 
tion of  that  country  from  Spain,  and  commonly  known  under 
the  ^^jiillarcd  dollars and  the  government  had  directed  that  in 
future  these  coins  shall  he  received  “in  the  negotiation  of  bills 
and  otherwise  in  the  commissariat  department,  and  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  army  and  navy,”  the  same  as  other  foreign  coins, 
and  at  the  same  value  as  the  old  Spanish  pillared  dollars. 

There  is  a homely,  but  very  expressive,  saying — “It  is 
not  worth  while  to  cry  over  spilt  milk.  ” And,  acting  on 
this  maxim,  we  have  not  latterly  said  much  about  the  ex- 
pe  liency  of  additional  protection  to  the  natirmal  industry; 
and  besides,  in  the  present  arrest  of  enterprize  and  wreck 
of  business,  the  people  seem  to  have  enough  to  do  in  an 
imtant  preservation  of  themselves.  The  time  may  come, 


however,  when  the  importance  of  such  protection  will 
again  manifest  itself — and  lead  us,  at  least,  into  a due 
regard  for  reciprocity  in  our  dealings  w ith  other  nations. 

In  the  mean  lime,  however,  it  is  our  duty  to  insist  that 
the  terms  of  the  “compromise,”  as  it  has  been  called, 
shall  be  duly  observed — and  that  the  amount  of  protec- 
tion intended  to  be  given,  or  retained,  shall  be  afforded. 
From  various  circumstances,  it  could  hardly  have  been 
expected  that  a revision  of  the  tariff  laws  should  take 
place  at  the  present  session  of  congress— -we  mean  with  a 
sole  view  to  enforce  a just  construction  of  these  laws;  but 
we  entertain  a hope  that  they  may  be  considered  at  the 
next  meeting  of  congress,  and  are  confident  that  a large 
majority  in  both  houses  will  agree  to  the  passage  of  an 
explanatory  act  ■which  shall  prevent  decisions  like  the 
following: 

A New  York  paper  contains  the  report  of  a law  case,  which 
may  be  interesting  to  a portion  of  this  community.  It  was  an 
action  to  recover  the  amount  of  a bond  passed  by  the  defend- 
ant to  the  collector  for  750  dollars,  being  the  duty  claimed  at 
three  cents  per  lb.  on  iron  slays  or  studs,  and  links,  itnporled 
by  the  defendant,  but  which  he  contended  was  illegal,  and 
should  have  been  but  one  cent  per  lb  on  the  stays  as  casting  of 
iron  not  otherwise  specified,  and  that  the  links  should  have 
been  admitted  duty  free  as  a non  enumerated  article,  or  at 
most  that  they  were  only  subject  to  a duly  of  25  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  as  a manufaciure  of  iron.  The  collector  claimed  duty 
on  both  articles  as  pans  of  iron  chains,  partly  manufactured, 
and  as  such  subject  to  three  cents  per  lb. 

Verdict.  That  the-  links  were  subject  only  to  a duty  of  25 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  as  a manufacture  of  iron,  and  the  studs  to 
one  cent,  per  lb.  as  castings  of  iron  not  otherwise  specified. 
This  verdict  reduces  the  amount  of  duty  claimed  by  the  collec- 
tor nearly  75  per  cent. 

For  the  United  States,  Mr.  Price,  the  district  attorney,  and 
Mr.  Philip  Hamilton. 

For  the  defendant,  Messrs.  Charles  Walker  and  D.  Prestcolt 
Hall. 

The  Fardotvns  and  Corkonians  have  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  peace  to  respect  the  laws  of  the  United  States! 
after  further  harrassings  of  our  people,  and  additional 
outrages  upon  one  another.*  It  is  staled  that  another 
man  was  murdered  on  Tuesday,  and  several  shantees 
fired — the  women  and  children  dispersed,  and  the  beds, 
&c.  destroyed.  Sucli  people  must  be  clearly  convinced 
that  proceedings  like  these  will  not  be  permitted — in 
this  “land  of  liberty.”  A mistaken  humanity  has  caus- 
ed the  death  of  several  persons. 

The  Irish  employed  on  the  Chenango  canal,  New  York, 
were  also,  recently,  in  a state  of  riot — assaulting  indivi- 
duals and  destroying  dwellings;  and  were  put  down  by 
the  presence  of  a military  force. 

An  editor  in  Kentucky  requests  the  president  to  issue 
a writ  of  fieri  facias  against  the  bank  of  the  United 
States!  This  is  “going  the  whole” in  stupidity. 

An  appalling  catastrophe  has  happened  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  as  related  in  the  following  letter: 

Louisville,  June  12t/i.  A shocking  occurrence  took  place 
here  last  week.  A Mr.  C.  married  Miss  Buckner  last  week,  a 
beautiful  and  interesting  woman,  of  one  of  our  most  respectable 
families.  On  that  evening  Mrs.  Buckner  (the  mother  of  the 
bride)  had  a large  quantity  of  custard  made  and  sent  to  the 
houses  of  her  married  children.  On  Sunday  Mrs.  Foster  (her 
daughter)  was  taken  ill,  and  died  in  a few  hours.  While  the 
company  was  assembling  for  her  funeral,  a daughter  of  her’a 
became  suddenly  ill,  and  the  funeral  was  postponed,  that  both 
might  be  buried  together.  Before  this  took  place,  Mrs.  Buck- 
ner died;  and,  one  after  the  other,  eight  have  died,  and  nitre 
more  are  dangerously  ill. 

Poison  having  been  suspected,  the  servants  are  all  in  prison, 
but  there  i.s  no  evidence,  external  or  internal,  to  prove  the 
charge.  The  contents  of  the  stomach  show  no  appearance  of 
poison.  The  symptoms  in  all  resemble  those  of  Asiatic  cholera 
— yet  no  one  else  in  town  has  been  attacked,  and  not  one  of 
that  devoted  fatnily  who  avoided  the  cu.'sfard.  All  who  ate  of 
it  have  died  or  are  ill.  The  physicians  and  magistrates  are  all 
in  alarm  and  hustle,  and  no  two  people  seem  to  agree  in  opi- 
nion as  to  the  true  cause  of  this  melancholy  visitation. 

We  have  no  speculations  to  offer  on  the  awful  facts 
presenterl.  We  have  no  itiformation  that  the  cholera 
prevails  in  Louisville — and  believe  that  it  does  not;  hut 
some  venture  an  opinion  that  a predisposition  to  the  dis- 
ease existed,  which  some  peculiar  property  in  the  cus- 

*Theyalso  attacked  an  American  laborer  and  left  him  fordead 
—they  may  have  mistaken  him  for  one  of  their  own  dear  coun- 
trymen. 
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tard  gave  irumediate  action.  If  there  was  no  poison  in 
it — such  seems  a reasonable  solution  of  this  mysterious 
visitation. 

There  does  appear  to  be  an  over-ruling  Providexce, 
'whicli  rewards  or  punishes  persons  even  in  this  world. 
Some  years  ago,  several  citizens  of  Baltimore  were  sus- 
pected of  being  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade. 
What  became  of  tliein,  and  where  are  they?  Every  one 
that  we  heard  named  as  concerned  in  that  trade,  became 
a bankrupt — an  utter  bankrupt,  as  well  in  reputation  as 
in  money  matters,  and  those  who  yet  live  have  not  re- 
gained an  atom  of  character  since,  nor  returned  into  that 
class  of  society  to  which  they  once  belonged. 

Thus  it  has  been  with  great  dealers  and  jobbers  in  false 
stocks — the  herd  of  ganwliug  speculators^  every  where, 
though  not  with  such  a general  overthrow.  Many  of 
them  are  beggars,  though  they  once  rode  in  their  own 
coaches — and  others,  who  counted  by  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  may  need  25  cents  to  purchase  bread. 
One  of  this  herd,  JMalapar,  of  New  York  “Marble 
bank”  memory,  in  extreme  distress,  lately  applied  at 
the  police  office  in  that  city,  and  was  admitted  to  an  asy- 
lum in  the  poor  house! 

A number  of  persons  have  been  arrested  in  Maine,  as 
being  engaged  in  tlie  manufacture  of  counterfeit  half  dol- 
lars, on  a large  scale.  One  of  these  is  a postmaster,  and 
another  a deputy  sheriff!  The  dies  and  apparatus  of 
the  rogues  were  also  seized. 

There  has  been  a great  deal  of  forgery  and  robbing  of 
banks  at  New  Orleans — and  in  exceedingly  large  amounts. 
One  person  concerned  has  killed  himself — to  avoid  the 
visitations  of  conscience.  But  just  after  that  event  was 
known — 

“Jacques  Gandnuin,  (says  the  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the 
6th  instant),  tlie  porter  of  the  Canal  and  Bankina  company, 
robbed  the  bank  yesterday  afternoon  of  about  $41,000.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  look  passage  in  the  schooner  Creole  for  Tam- 
pico. Five  thousand  dollars  have  been  offered  for  his  appre- 
hension.” 

This  person  has  been  caught  and  nearly  all  the  money 
recovered. 

The  Danville  and  Pottsville  rail  road  company,  not 
being  able  to  dispose  of  their  loan,  (guarantied  by  (he 
state  of  Pennsylvania),  have  obtained  a temporary  relief 
of  50,000  dollars  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  following  notices  a very  important  improvement 
in  the  navigation  of  canals.  VVe  have  long  thought  that 
steam  power  would  supercede  that  of  horses: 

The  western  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  has  been  na- 
vigated hxj  steam!  Last  week  a steam  canal  boat  (Adeline) 
came  up  from  Pittsburgh,  and  went  on  to  Johnstown.  She  re- 
turned on  Sunday  morning  with  a load  of  40,000  lbs.  of  blooms 
passing  this  place  very  handsomely  at  the  rate  of  rather  more 
than  three  mile.s  an  hour,  and  making  less  wave  in  the  water 
than  a boat  drawn  by  horses.  She  is  propelled  by  means  ofa 
fixture  of  peculiar  construction,  which  works  in  a recess  of  the 
stern  entirely  under  water.  The  enterprise  of  the  proprietors  is 
worthy  of  commendation,  as  well  as  the  hope  that  it  may  prove 
profitable  to  them.  [Beater  Argxis. 

The  “Journal  of  Commerce”  says — 

“The  Silas  Richards,  it  will  be  seen,  brings  very  few  goods. 
All  the  ships  are  returning  nearly  empty.  If  they  continue  to 
do  so,  the  quantity  of  goods  on  sale  this  fall  will  be  very  small 
indeed,  for  we  do  not  learn  that  the  stocks  held  over,  are  in  ge- 
neral very  large;  though  in  some  articles  at  least,  considerably 
larger  than  usual.” 

James  Dunlop,  esq.  of  Chambersburgh,  Pa.  has  writ- 
ten a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  “National  Gazette,”  in 
Mhich  he  expresses  a decided  opinion  that  Mr.  John  Mc- 
Clintie,  of  tlrat  place,  has  invented  a motle  of  preventing 
the  explosion  of  steam  boilers,  not  only  in  preventing 
“the  excessive  generation  of  steam,  arising  from  defi- 
ciency of  water  and  over  heated  boilers,  but  at  the  same 
time  provide  the  means  of  obviating  the  disastrous  effects 
of  elastic  fluids  when  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  pro- 
duced.” 

The  machinery  is  said  to  be  simple,  and  will  soon  be 
eubmitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  scientific  men. 


From  our  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Durdop,  wo 
have  reason  to  hope  that  an  important  discovery  has  been 
matle,  which  will,  in  due  time,  be  proclaimed. 

A few  persons  in  the  north  are  seeking  distinction  by 
certain  indiscreet  proceedings,  to  say  the  least  of  them, 
concerning  the  abolition  of  slaveiy — and  (hey  obtain  it, 
in  the  fretiuent  and  uncalled  for  notices  which  are  taken 
ot  those  j>roceedings.  “//cf  them  alone.'" 

A certain  rev.  Hamuel  H.  Cox,  lately  preached  an 
abolition  sermon  in  New  York,  in  which  he  said  that 
“Jesus  Christ  w-as  a colored  man.”  I'his  produced  a 
good  deal  of  feeling,  and  Mr.  Cox  comes  out  to  vindicate 
himself.  He  speaks  of  “our  overweaning  |)rijudice  in 
favor  of  the  European  complexion,  and  against  all 
others,”  and  reasserts,  that  the  Saviour  was,  “in  the  or- 
dinary acceptation  of  the  term,  a colored  man,”  having 
been  an  Asiatic;  and  adds  the  follow  ing  note  in  support 
of  his  position: 

Dr.  Good  follows  many  other  great  writers  in  the  quintuple 
division  and  classification  of  the  human  species;  as  follows, 
the  race 

European  or  Caocassian, 

Asiatic  or  Mongolian, 

American  Aboriginal, 

African  or  Ethiopian, 

Australian  or  Malay. 

Gineliii  has  pursued  the  same  grnernl  divisions,  but  has 
merely  distinguished  the  respective  races;  and  accordingly  his 
five  classificaiioiis  are  the  white,  brown,  copper  colored  or  red, 
black,  and  tawny  man.  The  Asiatics,  according  to  Ginelin,  are 
“brown.” 

Of  this,  as  the  second  variety,  says  Dr.  Good: 

The  color  of  the  Asiatic  or  Mo.ngolian,  the  brown  man,  of 
Gmelin,  is  yellowish  brown  or  olive,  with  scarcely  ever  an  ap- 
pearance of  red  in  the  cheeks,  which  seems  to  be  confined  to 
the  European  variety.” 

The  people  of  every  color  (and  it  is  well  that  it  is  so), 
are  prejudiced  in  favor  of  thvir  own.  We  paint  “Auld 
Cloutie”  black — the  Ethiopian  says  that  he  is  ivhite. 
We  call  our  Indians  “copper  skins,”  and  they  speak  of 
us,  with  contempt,  as  “palo  faces” — and  so  on.  All  are 
prejudiced.  The  most  thorough-going  abolitionist  will 
not  agree  to  marry  his  son  or  his  daughter  to  a negro — 
for,  if  even  himself  so  full  of  zeal  as  to  entertain  no  per- 
sonal objection  to  such  a connexion,  he  has  too  much  re- 
spect for  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  at  large,  to  permit 
it;  and  we  tliink  that  Mr.  Cox  ought  to  have  acted  on 
this  ])rincij)le,  even  if  capable  of  jiroving  that  “Jesus 
Christ  was  a colored  man” — recollecting  also,  that  “the 
ordinary'  acceptation  of  the  term,  a colored  man,”  in  the 
United  States,  at  least,  has  reference  to  those  of  the  Af- 
rican race,  and  not  to  the  Asiatic  or  American. 

A great  fire  lately  happened  in  Germantown,  Penn. 
In  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes,  after  it  was  discovered 
in  Philadelphia,  distant  six  miles,  5 engine  companies, 
and  8 hose  companies,  with  their  ajiparatus,  were  on  the 
spot,  ready  for  action.  The  Philadeljihia  firemen  pre- 
sent on  this  occasion,  were  betw'een  four  and  five  hundred. 
It  w'as  in  the  dead  hour  of  the  night,  and  they  dragged 
their  own  engines  and  hoses.  This  wonderful  jier- 
formance  well  deserves  a record,  that  it  may  be  imitat- 
ed. The  disinterested  service,  enterprise  and  jiersever- 
ance  of  this  useful  class  in  our  chief  cities  and  towns,  has 
never  been  properly  appreciated.  Their  zeal,  it  is  true, 
sometimes  leads  them  into  extravagancies.  We  recol- 
lect an  instance,  in  Baltimore,  when  a party  of  firemen, 
with  their  apparatus,  proceeded  four  or  five  miles  into  the 
country,  to  put  out  the  most  beautiful  and  brilliant  Au- 
rora Borealis  that  we  ever  saw',  supposing  the  light  to 
have  been  caused,  by  the  burning  of  one  of  the  large  fac- 
tories located  north  of  us!  But  such  things  are  easily 
excused  in  the  motive  that  prompts  them. 

The  following  notices  of  an  accident  that  happened  on 
the  rail  road  near  Philadeljihia  are  chiefly  inserted,  that 
the  facts  stated  may  be  the  more  extensively  made  known, 
and  guarded  against,  in  future— 

The  “United  States  Gazette”  says — Two  of  the  Union  rail 
road  cars,  of  ihe  Union  lino  company,  were,  on  Friday  moioing, 
(l.?th  inst.).  attached  to  a train  of  burthen  cars,  to  aictnd^  the 
inclined  plane,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill  bridge.  When 
they  had  nearly  arrived  at  the  summit,  the  conplir.c  of  Ihe  bur- 
then cars  gave  way,  by  which  accident  one  of  Ihe  laden  cars, 
with  the  two  containing  pas«engers,  w'ere  forced  dow’n  the 
plane,  with  an  impetus  that  is  beyond  description.  When  with 
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in  a few  rods  of  ihe  bridge,  the  train  came  in  contact  with  a 
burthen  car  loaded  with  sand;  tlio  shock  was  tremendous;  the 
pleasure  cars  rose  in  tire  air,  and  came  down  in  atoms;  the  pas- 
sengers were  thrown  in  ditierent  directions;  and,  what  is  most 
remarkable,  all  escaped  with  iheir  lives,  and  none  dangerously 
injured,  though  sever.il  were  bruised,  and  one  gentleman  iiad 
Ins  arm  fractured.  The  lour  individuals  who  were  injured,  are 
at  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  and  are  doing  well. 

Another  paper  says — We  have  been  rerjuested  by  one  of  the 
engineers  on  the  Pliiladelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road,  to  copy 
the  following  paragraph  relative  to  the  melancholy  accident  that 
occurred  on  the  inclined  plane  a few  days  ago: 

In  reference  to  the  lamentable  accident  which  happened  on 
Friday,  on  the  inclined  plane  of  the  Columbia  rail  road,  it  is 
proper  to  mention  that  the  rapid  descent  of  the  cars  was  not  oc- 
casioned by  tlie  breaking  of  the  rope,  but  by  the  giving  way  of 
the  connecting  iron  between  two  of  the  cars.  The  cars,  it 
seems,  were  not  attached  in  the  manner  that  they  should  have 
been,  by  being  fastened  to  the  rope,  which,  we  are  told,  is  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  carry  up  almost  any  weight.  As  soon  as  the 
accident  happened  the  persons  in  attendance,  no  doubt  much 
petrified  by  the  threatening  danger,  jumped  off  the  cars,  instead 
'of  applying  the  break,  which  would  have  arrested  their  progress, 
and  prevented  any  serious  consequences. 

The  “Baltimore  Gazette,”  with  reference  to  the  preceding, 
observes — It  appears  by  an  article  which  we  insert  to-day,  from 
the  Philadelphia  United  States  Gazette,  that  a very  serious  ac- 
cident has  occurred  on  the  Columbia  rail  road,  by  which  the 
lives  of  a number  of  passengers  have  been  put  in  very  great 
peril. 

It  would  seem  that  this  affair  is  the  effect  of  a most  culpable 
pegligepce  on  the  part  of  the  conductors  of  the  business  on  that 
road.  We  are  led  to  this  conclusion  from  the  account,  as  we 
find  it  slated,  of  the  circumstances,  and  are  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  from  the  fact,  that  although  the  planes  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road,  at  Farr  ridge,  are  regularly  passed  four  times 
within  every  24  hours  by  trains  of  passenger  cars,  two  of  which 
passages  are  performed  in  the  night,  and  although  these  planes 
«Kiei4d  over  a distance  of  four  miles,  and  are  elevated  about  400 
feet  high,  yet,  so  far,  not  one  accident  has  occurred  to  any  pas- 
senger or  passenger  car  while  crossing  them. 

It  may  be  further  remarked,  that  notwithstanding  more  than 
eighty  thousand  passengers  annually  travel  this  rail  way,  no  se- 
rious injury  has  been  sustained  by  a single  individual  of  them 
from  any  accident  on  the  road. 

We  are  happy  to  add  that  no  loss  of  life  has  followed 
Jhis  accident — nor  has  any  permanent  injury  been  inflict- 
ed. Had  those  who  had  charge  of  the  cars  performed 
their  duty,  we  think  that  the  defect  of  the  fastenings 
might  have  been  corrected  by  the  “breaks.”  Tiie  vvriter 
of  this  was  once  descending  the  inclined  plane.  No.  3,  on 
ithe  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  in  a very  heavily  load- 
,ed  •eai’j  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  10,  and,  perhaps,  fully 
12  miles  an  hour,  (being  nearly  at  the  foot  of  it),  when 
the  horse  fell — 'and,  though  the  hind  feet  of  the  horse 
were  yet  lying  on  one  of  the  rails,  when  he  and  others 
got  out  of  the  [stopped]  car  to  assist  in  putting  things  to 
rights— 'SUch  had  been  the  resolution  and  promptitude  of 
the  driver  and  hisassistant,  and  ihe  power  of  the“breaks” 
used  by  them,  that  the  horse,  though  exceedingly  frigh- 
tened, had  not  received  the  least  discoverable  injury,  and 
proceeded  to  his  resting  place  as  though  nothing  had 
happened. 

Since  the  preceding  was  prepared,  we  notice  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Evensbury  (Penn.)  Spy— 

It  becomes  our  melancholy  duty  to  record  three  disastrous 
deaths  which  have  occurred  on  the  Portage  rail  road.  On  Sa- 
turday last  a car  broke  loose  at  the  head  of  plane  No.  1,  and  de- 
scending with  inconceivable  velocity,  struck  against  and  broke 
one  of  the  posts  of  the  shed  at  the  foot  of  the  plane.  A respec- 
table stranger,  the  only  person  in  the  car,  was  thrown,  by  the 
violence  of  the  concussion,  a distance  of  sixty  feet,  upon  a slope 
yvall,  from  which  he  rolled  into  the  Conemaugh.  He  was  im- 
mediately taken  out.  Life  was  not  extinct,  but  his  skull  was 
fr.actured  and  his  body  much  bruised.  Medical  aid  was  procur- 
ed as  soon  as  practicable,  and  every  attention  given  to  relieve 
Ins  fu.flering,  but  in  vain.  He  languished  in  a state  of  stupor 
until  Sunday  evening,  when  his  life  ceased. 

On  Monday  last,  Mr.  Michael  Gallan  of  Summerhill  township 
in  this  county,  was  sitting  on  the  front  part  of  a train  of  cars, 
in  company  with  Messrs,  John  Hammond,  Thomas  Pipes  and 

r Layton,  the  captain  of  the  cars.  In  the  attempt  to  gain 

the  centre  post  between  the  turn  outs  near  plane  No.  3,  the 
jlrain  came  in  violent  contact  with  another  approacliing  from 
ibc  opposite  direction.  As  soon  as  the  danger  was  perceived, 
all,  except  Mr.  Gillan,  leaped  from  the  car.  He,  not  possess- 
ing equal  presence  of  mind,  continued  in  his  seat.  When  the 
cars  met  he  was  crushed  between  them  and  instantly  killed. 
Mr.  Gillan  has  left  four  small  children  to  mourn  the  unfortunate 
death  of  the  last  of  their  parents,  their  mother  having  died  only 
a few  weeks  since. 


On  the  same  day,  a woman  said  to  be  of  the  name  of  Mona- 
han, was  killed  hy  a car  passing  over  her  at  plane  .Vo.  10. 

Ail  these  things  are  the  result  of  criminal  careless- 
ness, and  ought  to  be  punished,  or  ai  e the  l ifl  ct  of  fool- 
Imrdiness,  wliicli  sometimes  meets  with  its  own  lewai'd. 

When  a lat:d  accident,  however,  bajjpens  on  board  a 
steamboat  or  on  a rail  road,  every  body  bears  of  it,  and 
it  is  repeated  over  ami  over  again — but  if  jrersons  are 
killed  in  any  of  the  old  fashioned  conveyances,  the  fact  is 
mentioned,  and  soon  forgotten  as  a thing  that  must  be 
expected  to  happen — nowand  then.  H//7//ons  of  persons 
have  travelled  in  steamboats  on  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, but  we  believe  that  not  more  than  four  passengers 
liave  lost  tlieir  lives  by  accidents  to  them.  And  we  see 
it  stated  in  an  English  paper,  that  out  of  1,369,000  per- 
sons w ho  have  travelled  by  the  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter rail  road,  one  passenger  only  has  been  hurt! 

Died  on  the  23d  ult.  in  Davidson  county,  (Tenn. ) at 
his  residence  in  3 ones^  Bend,  Mv.  Alexander  DonekoUf 
sen.  aged  83  years.  The  deceased  was  the  eldest  brother 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Jackson,  wife  of  general  Jackson,  and 
the  last  but  one  of  the  numerous  family  of  children  of 
col.  John  Donelson,  sen.  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  west, 
who  emigrated  to  Tennessee  as  early  as  the  year  1780. 
The  deceased  was  an  honest  man  and  virtuous  citizen. 
He  was  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

[Banner. 

The  following  awful  account  of  what  recently  happen- 
ed at  Lyons  deserves  record,  and  may  serve  as  a caution, 
to  all  who  are  unwilling  or  unable  to  “look  on  blood 
and  carnage  with  composure.”  It  is  from  the  Journal 
des  Debats. 

Lyons,  .3pril  13, 1 o’clock,  P.  M.  This  is  the  fifth  day  of  onr 
sorrows.  Since  Wednesday  the  noise  of  the  cannon  and  the 
musquetry  has  never  ceased.  The  Croix  Rousse  was  reduced 
on  Thursday,  the  Guillotiere  on  Friday,  and  yesterday  the 
quarter  of  the  Cordeliers,  the  head  quarters  of  the  insurrection, 
was  taken  by  assault,  but  the  quarters  of  the  Grand  Cote  and 
of  St.  Just  still  hold  out. 

I visited  the  interior  of  the  town  this  morning.  What  a 
frightful  spectacle!  I have  seen  houses  burnt,  others  leveled 
by  cannon  balls.  Upon  the  place  St.  Come  all  the  shutters  and 
doors  of  the  magazine  are  broken  to  pieces.  The  alley  of 
Arque  is  sacked.  The  houses  from  which  the  soldiers  were 
fired  upon  have  suffered  greatly,  and  their  inhabitants  have 
been  put  to  the  sword!  I have  neither  strength  nor  time  to 
enter  into  details,  vvhieh  you  will  learn  too  soon.  Never  did 
foreign  invasion,  never  did  a seige  itself,  produce  so  many  hor- 
rors of  any  kind. 

We  hope  that  we  touch  the  end  of  this  frightful  drama.  God 
grant  that  we  may  not  deceive  ourselves. 

No  republican  of  any  note  has  appeared  at  the  head  of  the 
insurgents.  The  only  thing  certain  is  the  damage  which 
probably  amounts  to  50,000,000  francs  in  property  of  every  kind. 

The  London  Court  Journal,  of  the  5th  ult.  contains  an 
article  entitled — ^Memoranda  and  recollections  relative  to 
America.  Its  spirit  and  tenor  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
following  complimentary  introduction! 

“The  temper  and  manner  of  the  Americans  are  not  suited  to 
those  of  our  countrymen;  they  arc  narrow  minded  and  low 
bred;  they  show  no  generosity,  nor  boldness  of  mind,  nor  that 
patriotic  spirit  of  love  to  the  country  which  is  natural  tons, 
who  are  indigenous  to  a soil,  and  descended  from  long  lines  of 
ancestors,  from  which  we  have  inherited  national  attachment 
and  family  pride.  They  trace  no  such  ancestry.  Every  man 
is  for  himself.  They  are  colonists.  All  emigrated  from  this 
country;  some  even  as  convicts;  adventurers — all  unconnected 
with  each  other.  Few,  if  any,  are  in  the  rank  of  gentlemen,  or 
have  had  a liberal  or  classical  education.  All  religions  are  to- 
lerated among  them,  from  which  a liberal  turn  of  mind  might 
be  expected;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  pedantic  and  caus- 
tic. Most  of  them  are  Presbyterians  or  Q,uakers — sly,  severe 
and  enthusiastic,  yet  mostly  self-interested.  They  liave  a ge- 
neral appreliension  that  they  are  despised  by  this  country,  and 
they  are  sensible  of  having  been  oppressed  and  insulted;  for 
which  they  retain  an  implacable  resentment.” 

The  project  of  opening  a regular  intercourse,  by 
steam,  between  England  and  India,  by  way  of  the  Medi- 
terranean to  a point  on  the  Nile,  thence  by  land  to  Suez, 
and  down  the  Red  Sea,  &c.  to  Bombay,  is  again  much 
spoken  of.  The  journey  might  be  made  in  a little  over 
forty  days,  including  all  necessary  stoppages. 

Different  islands  in  the  British  West  Indies  appear  to 
be  very  differently  situated,  as  to  the  emancipation  of  the 
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slaves,  which  is  about  to  be  commenced  under  the  laws 
lately  passed.  In  some  the  whites  seem  indift'erent,  in 
others  they  are  “setting  their  aftairs  in  order,”  for  re- 
moval, and  in  some  much  fear  exists  for  their  personal 
safety. 


List  of  British  premiers.  The  following  list  of  the  dif- 
ferent British  prime  ministers  during  the  reigns  of  George  third, 
George  fourth,  and  William  fourth,  are  interesting,  as  showing 
the  comparative  duration  of  the  various  administrations: — 

Duke  of  iVewcastle 6th  April  1754 

Earl  of  Bute 29tliiWay  1702 

George  Grenville  (father  of  the  present  lord) ....  16th  April  1763 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 1‘ilh  July  1765 

Duke  of  Grafton 2d  August  1766 

Lord  North  (afterwards  earl  of  Guilford) 28th  Jan.  1770 

Marquis  of  Rockingham 30th  March  1782 

Earl  of  Shelburne 30th  July  1782 

Duke  of  Portland 5th  April  1783 

William  Pitt 27th  Dec.  1783 

Henry  Addington  (now  viscount  Sidmoulh) ...  17tli  March  1801 

William  Pitt  reappointed 12th  May  1804 

Lord  Grenville 8th  Jan.  1806 

Duke  of  Portland 30th  March  1807 

Spencer  Perceval 23d  June  1810 

Earl  of  Liverpool 8lh  June  1812 

George  Canning lllh  April  1827 

Viscount  Goderich .....lOth  Aug.  1827 

Duke  of  Wellington 1 1 th  Jan.  1828 

Earl  Grey 22d  Nov.  1830 

Calculating  from  this  list,  it  would  appear  that  the  average 
duration  of  a ministry  is  about  eight  years. 


Laurens  street.  New  York.  In  the  board  of  assistant  al- 
dermen, Mr.  Taf/inodge,  president  pro  tern,  offered  a resolution 
in  relation  to  this  noted  street,  prefaced  with  e.xplanatury  re- 
marks, which  we  take  from  the  Gazette. 

It  was  well  known,  said  Mr.  T.  that  the  corporation  have  no 
control  over  that  part  of  Laurens  street,  between  Canal  and 
Spring  st.  which  is  private  property,  and  consequently  it  has  be- 
come a great  nuisance.  The  street  is  very  much  broken  up,  and 
abounds  with  filthy  pools  of  stagnant  water,  and  heaps  of  gar- 
bage and  offals,  constantly  undergoing  fermentation.  It  was 
also  tenanted  in  a manner  very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  had  been  called  to  that  quarter  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity  to  quell  a riot,  and  also  as  a health  warden,  and 
bad  been  at  the  pains  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  inhabit 
ants.  House  No.  33,  he  had  found  inhabited  by  twenty  one 
whites,  and  ninety-six  blacks,  and  in  a small  building  in  the 
rear  by  10  blacks — the  next  house  contained  30  whiles  and  six- 
teen blacks,  the  rear  15  blacks — the  next  in  order  was  inhabited 
by  45  whites  and  42  blacks,  and  the  ten  houses  adjoining  each 
other,  commencing  with  No.  33,  he  had  found  to  be  inhabited 
by  no  less  than  280  whites  and  173  blacks,  being  in  all  453,  and 
an  average  of  45  persons  in  each  house.  He  thought  the  street 
eliould  either  be  ceded  to  the  corporation  or  closed.  Mr.  Tall 
madge  then  offered  a resolution,  that  the  subject  be  referred  to 
a law  committee,  to  report  on  the  power  of  the  corporation 
and  the  proper  course  to  pursue,  which  was  adopted. 

New  Echotx,  Ga.,  March  23,  1834.  Gentlemen:  We  have 
the  misfortune  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  a very  valuable 
citizen,  to  this  part  of  the  country,  particularly  at  this  time.  Mr. 
Elt  Hicks,  son  of  William  Hicks,  formerly  one  of  the  Cherokee 
chiefs,  was  shot  by  some  out-lying  savages,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
the  11th  of  this  instant.  There  are  a considerable  number  of  In- 
dians that  live  by  theft  altogether,  and  remain  camped  out  all 
the  time,  in  unfrequented  swamps  and  mountains,  with  their  ill- 
gotten  pioperty.  Mr.  Hicks  has  been  a vigilant  hand  to  ferret 
out  these  violators  of  the  laws,  and  bring  them  to  justice,  and 
has  stood  as  a shield  and  protector  to  the  white  population  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  ever  ready  in  lending  them  his  assist- 
ance in  recovering  their  stolen  property.  Mr.  Hick.s  was  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  removal  of  the  Cherokces  west  of  the  Mississip- 
pi— he  advocated  and  aided  the  policy  of  Georgia,  In  fact,  lie 
was  an  intelligent  white  man  in  principle  and  policy,  and  this 
brought  him  into  disrepute  with  these  outlaws.  About  the  10th 
of  this  month,  a smoke-house,  the  property  of  a white  man  was 
broken  open  and  robbed;  Mr.  Hicks,  as  was  usual  on  such  occa- 
sions was  called  on  to  apprehend  the  robbers;  he  ascertained 
that  they  were  camped  in  a swamp  in  the  bend  of  the  Oosta- 
iiaullee  river,  about  twelve  miles  below  this  place.  In  compa- 
ny with  two  other  men  without  arms,  (as  was  u.sual  for  him,) 
he  went  upon  them;  when  within  a short  distance,  they  fired 
upon  him  and  shot  him  through  the  abdomen.  He  lived  two 
days  and  expired.  We  have  since  learned,  that  about  six  of 
these  outlaws  have  got  together,  blacked  themselves,  and  threa 
ten  to  kill  several  others,  myself  among  them.  I would  add, 
that  these  were  the  same  Indians  who  broke  my  .store  on  the  3d 
of  November  last,  and  were  released  by  tlie  inferior  court  of 
DeKalb  county,  without  assigning  a reason. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &C.  William  J.  Tarvin. 

Messrs.  Grieve  ^ Orme. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  An  act  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  debt  has  passed  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  by  large  ma- 


jorities in  both  branches.  It  consists  of  but  two  sections,  and 
is  to  take  elfect  on  the  4lh  of  July  next. 

I’lic  first  section  enacts,  that  no  person  shall  be  arrested,  held 
to  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  mesne  process,  for  any  debts  contract- 
ed after  the  4tli  July,  without  oath  by  the  plaintill'  that  the  debt 
is  justly  due,  excetd.s  ten  dollars,  and  he  believes  tlie  debtor  is 
about  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  payment. 

The  second  section  provides  for  the  speedy  release  of  debtors, 
by  the  poor  man’s  oath  before  tlie  return  day  of  the  writ,  in 
open  court  on  trial, or  by  the  judge  or  justice,  after  judgment;  so 
that  tlie  person  may  be  exempt  from  execution.  The  plaintiff 
has  the  privilege  of  one  continuance  to  prove  that  the  debtor 
has  property  which  is  not  exempted  by  law,  in  which  case  tli« 
person  and  property  are  both  subject  to  process  of  execution,  as 
before  the  passage  of  the  new  law. 

The  earthquake  in  South  America.  One  of  the  papers 
contains  some  further  particulars  of  this  leriible  calamity.  We 
make  the  following  extract: 

Pasto,  22d  Feb.  1834.  I have  to  inform  you  that  the  town  of 
Santiago,  adjoining  the  parish  of  Sibundoi,  situated  to  the  east, 
and  at  the  distance  of  12  or  14  leagues,  was  built  over  a hidden 
volcano,  which  burst  on  the  20th  ult.  at  7 o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  earth  shook  so  violently,  that  fAaf  alone  ruined  the 
ancient  Rio  Baniba,  which  may  afford  you  some  means  of 
drawing  a comparison.  A run  of  land  about  3 leagues  long  and 
two  broad,  sunk  with  the  forest  which  covered  it;  and  its  super- 
ficies presents  now  the  aspect  of  a savannah,  covered  wiih  stones 
and  sand.  Although  the  trees  which  covered  the  .spot  were  as 
old  as  the  world,  there  has  not  a root  of  ihem  remained,  nor 
even  a leaf  to  indicate  the  place  wlicre  tliey  stood. 

During  24  hours  that  the  earlli  shook  without  cea.«ing  for  on« 
instant,  the  town  and  environs  were  rendered  a heap  of  ruins; 
the  cottages  of  the  peasants  were  swallowed  up  by  the  earth 
which  yawned  at  every  point,  and  the  churches  ol  Santiago  and 
Sihuiidoi  were  ruined,  and  also  niy  house,  under  the  ruins  of 
which  1 was  buried.  But  as  if  by  a mirncle  I escaped  from  my 
sepulchre, — for  the  same  convulsion  wliicli  sw-tillowed  up  my 
house,  threw’  it  up  afterwards  upon  the  superficies  of  the  earth, 
and  { then  managed  to  get  out,  allhougli  I was  dreadfully  crip- 
pled. The  waves  which  the  earth  formed,  rolled  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  similar  to  those  of  the  sea,  and  to  as  a great 
a heiulil  as  happens  when  the  ocean  is  enraged  by  a tempest. 
Eighty  persons  were  swallowed  up  by  tliem,  with  all  their  live- 
stock; and  tlie  only  ones  that  could  e.scape  were  those  of  us 
who  were  able  to  run  up  a hill,  which  although  it  shook  as  well 
as  the  rest  did  not  sink,  neither  did  the  waving  of  the  earth  af- 
fect iu  ' BEDRO  LEON  Y LOBEZ. 

Santa  Martha  liad  also  been  visited  by  a severe  earthquake, 
or  series  of  earthquakes,  on  the  22d,  23d,24fh,and  25th  Feb. 
which  destroyed  tlie  principal  edifices,  and  materially  injured 
the  whole  city. 

The  first  and  most  severe  shock  lasted  about  45  seconds,  and 
was  followed  in  about  5 minutes  by  aiioiher  of  nearly  equal  se- 
verity and  duration.  In  the  course,  of  that  and  the  next  4 days, 
no  less  than  sixty  shocks  were  experienced;  and  at  the  last  ac- 
counts they  had  not  ceased. 

The  ear'fi  opened  in  many  places  to  the  width  of  6 inches; 
and  Tvarm  sulphureous  water  was  thrown  forth. 

No  lives  were  lost, — which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
the  first  and  most  severe  shock  took  place  while  the  inhabitants 
were  in  their  houses;  as  the  falling  of  the  tiles,  &c.  would  most 
probably  have  caused  the  death  of  great  niimhcrs,  had  they  been 
in  the  street  at  the  time.  Several  persons,  however,  were  se- 
verely injured. 

The  city  was  completely  deserted  at  the  latest  accounts,  the 
citizens  having  removed  into  the  country,  with  the  exception  of 
a few  persons  who  were  living  in  tents  on  the  beach. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONC^ESS— FIRST  SESSION. 
senate. 

June  20.  Mr.  Southard  reported  the  following  hills,  which 
were  severally  read  and  ordered  to  a second  reading: 

A bill  to  authorise  the  transfer  of  appropriations  made  for  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from  one  object  to  another; 

A bill  making  certain  changes  in  the  titles  of  the  officers  of 
the  navy; 

A bill  to  establish  a naval  academy; 

A bill  to  establish  and  regulate  the  navy  ration;  and 

A bill  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Southard  also  reported,  a bill  granting  pensions  to  the 
wounded  French  seamen,  and  to  tlie  families  of  those  who  were 
killed  on  board  the  French  ship  Suffrien,  by  the  United  States 
frigate  United  States,  in  the  harbor  of  Toulon;  which  bill  was 
soon  taken  up,  amended  and  passed. 

The  chair  presented  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry, giving  certain  information  called  for  relative  to  the  officers 
of  the  customs. 

Mr.  Poindexter  made  a report,  In  part,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain frauds  commilied  in  the  sale  of  public  lands,  accompanied 
by  sundry  documents. 

Mr,  Poindexter  said  he  now  laid  before  the  senate  nil  the  evi- 
dence the  cominiltee  had  been  able  to  collect  during  the  present 
session.  Immediately  on  the  senate’s  iiisiitiiting  the  Inquiry, 
the  committee  had  caused  commissions  to  issue  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  testimony,  directed  to  persons  in  Mississtppr, 
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which  did  not  reach  them  until  two  months  after  they  were  sent 
■from  here,  although  they  should  have  done  so  in  twelve  days. 
The  clerk  of  the  committee  was  willing  to  make  affidavit  that 
he,  on  the  1st  of  April  last,  directed  and  put  into  the  post  office 
here,  five  letters,  to  individuals  in  Mississippi,  and  here  was  an 
answer  to  one  of  them  dated  Clinton,  June  1st,  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  only  received  the  day  before. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Rowe,  detailing  certain  fraudulent  proceedings,  was  read. 

Mr.  Poindexter  said  that  Mr.  llowe  was  a gentleman  of  re- 
spectability and  integrity,  and  that  his  character  was  vouched 
for  by  the  hon.  James  Baibour,  and  his  brother,  the  hon.  Philip 
P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Forsyth  said  the  deposition  exhibited  some  extraordinary 
facts;  he  had  no  objection  to  the  printing  of  the  affidavit,  and 
to  its  being  placed  in  possession  of  the  treasury  department. 
He  however,  subsequently,  said  he  had  some  doubts  as  to  the 
propriety  of  printing  the  documents,  inasmuch  as  they  were  of 
an  exparte  character;  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  published 
without  first  giving  the  persons  charged  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard. 

After  a desultory  debate,  the  report  and  documents  were  or- 
4ered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Poindexter  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
lies  on  the  table  until  tomorrow: 

Resolved,  That  ihe  chairman  of  the  committee  on  public  lands 
be  authorised,  during  the  recess  of  congress,  to  proceed  in  the 
Investigation  of  the  alleged  frauds  in  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  commenced  during  the  present  session,  by  issuing  com- 
missions, to  take  depositions  in  relation  to  such  frauds,  and  the 
■conduct  of  the  officers  appointed  to  superintend  said  sales  by 
law,  directed  to  such  persons  in  the  several  land  districts  as  he 
may  select  for  the  purpose.  And,  also,  that  he  be  authorised 
to  extend  said  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  the  commis- 
sioners or  agents  appointed  by  the  president  to  locate  the  Indian 
reservations  under  the  treaties  with  the  Creeks,  Choctaws  and 
Chtckasaws,  and  the  frauds,  if  any,  which  may  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  said  reservations,  and  the  tes- 
timony so  taken  shall  be  reported  to  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr.  White  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  Ross  and  others,  on  behalf  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans; which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Waggaman  submitted  a resolution  inquiring  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  an  appropriation  to  complete  the  erection 
of  towers,  barracks  and  store  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Orleans,  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilkins  the  senate  went  into  executive 
business,  and  when  the  doors  were  opened  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

June  21.  On  motion  of  Mr.  White  the  general  appropriation 
bill  was  taken  up,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and,  after  several 
other  amendments  being  proposed — 

Mr.  Forsyth  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  documentary  history  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  published  by  Peter  Force  and  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  un- 
•der  a contract  with  the  department  of  state,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  congress  of  March,  1833,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of an  appropriation  of  .$15,000,  to  remunerate  Messrs.  Force  and 
darke  for  all  expenses  hitherto  incurred  by  them  under  said 
contract. 

This  amendment  was  proposed  on  the  ground  that  the  law 
under  which  the  contract  was  made  was  loosely  framed;  that 
the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Livingston,  had  transcended  the 
powers  intended  to  be  conferred  on  him;  that  the  expense 
would  amount  to  an  enormous  sum,  say  $400,000,  and  that  con- 
gress, in  passing  the  law,  had  exceeded  its  powers,  and  conse- 
.quently  the  contract  formed  under  the  law  was  void  ab  initio. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  was  subsequently  increased 
to  $20,000,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  and  after  a very  animat- 
ed debate,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Forsyth, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Mangum,  Morris,  Preston,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlin- 
son, Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 22. 

• The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  suspended  by 
general  consent;  when — 

A me.ssage  was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives 
stating  that  the  house  had  passed  a joint  resolution  providing 
for  a joint  committee  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of 
respect  and  affection  it  was  proper  for  congress  to  manifest  the 
tleep  sensibility  of  the  nation  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  gene- 
ral Lafayette. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  he  had  prepared  a resolution,  which, 
as  it  happened,  was  almost  in  precisely  the  same  words  as  that 
received  from  the  house,  and  then  moved  that  the  senate  con- 
cur in  the  resolution  just  received,  and  appoint  a committee  on 
its  part. 

The  senate  then  agreed  to  appoint  a committee  of  thirteen, 
which  cornmittee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  was  appoitited 
by  the  chair;  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  appoint- 
ed to  compose  said  committee:  Messrs.  Webster,  White,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Forsyth,  Wilkins,  Tyler,  Poindexter,  Benton,  King, 
of  Ala.  Chambers,  Brown,  Shepley. 


A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the  Unite 
States  communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  genera 
Lafayette,  and  stating  that  he  had  issued  orders  to  the  army  and 
navy  to  have  the  appropriate  honors  paid  to  the  memory  of  the 
deceased;  which  w.as  referred. 

The  senate  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  general 
appropriation  bill,  when, 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  an  amendment,  providing  that  no 
money,  to  be  paid  out  under  this  act,  or  any  other  act  p.assed  at 
the  present  session  of  congress,  shall  be  paid  in  any  bank  note 
or  notes  not  of  par  value  at  the  place  where  they  shall  be  paid. 

This  amendment,  (after  a motion  by  Mr.  Benton  to  amend  it 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  “congress”  and  inserting  the 
words  “unles  in  specie,  if  so  required  by  the  holder  of  the  war- 
rant or  the  payee,”  which  was  lost),  was  negatived,  ayes  17, 
nays  25. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  senate,  and  the  several 
amendments  adopted  in  committee  of  the  whole  were  concur- 
red in,  with  the  exception  of  the  amendment  relative  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  publication  of  the  documentary  history  of  the 
revolution,  by  Clarke  and  Force:  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  tUe  bill  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  establish  a port  of  entry  at  Natchez,  Mississippi, 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  then  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  23.  Mr.  Hill  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire,  sustaining  the  course  of  the  execu- 
tive in  his  measures  against  the  bank,  &c. 

After  a speech  from  Mr.  Hill,  and  a reply  by  Mr.  Bell, 

Mr.  Webster  said  the  paper  could  not  properly  be  received. 

It  was  not  a memorial;  contained  within  it  no  request  to  be  laid 
before  congress,  and  that  its  presentation  was  wholly  unauthor- 
ised. 

Mr.  Benfon  contended  that  it  should  be  received,  inasmuch 
as  it  contained  instructions  to  their  representatives. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  willing  to  let  them  remain  on  the 
table  for  a day,  to  enable  the  gentleman  Irom  Missouri  time  to 
find  a precedent. 

The  resolutions  were  then  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ewing  presented  a memorial  from  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
remonstrating  against  the  measures  of  the  executive. 

Mr.  Sprague  stibmitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  postmaster  general  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  senate  all  the  papers  in  his  department  relative  to 
the  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  James  Cuttiss,  late  postmas- 
ter at  Eastport,  Maine. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  members  be  appointed  to 
examine  the  condition  and  proceedings  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
take  the  depositions  of  witnesses,  either  by  personal  examina- 
tion, or  on  commission,  with  permission  to  sit  in  the  recess  of 
congress,  and  to  report  at  the  next  session. 

The  following  bills  were  read  twice  and  committed: 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  value  of  certain  gold  coins; 

The  bill  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
for  other  purposes; 

The  bill  authorising  the  selection  of  certain  Wabash  and  Erie 
canal  lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio;  as  also 
The  resolution  giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  United 
States  properly  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Poto- 
mac rail  road  company. 

At  one  o’clock  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  concerning  the  do- 
cumentary history  of  the  revolution — 

Mr.  Southard  moved  to  strike  out  the  amendment, and  to  sub- 
stitute one  making  an  appropriation,  without  interfering  with 
the  contract,  and  instructing  the  secretary  of  state  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the  contract,  &c.  during  the  re- 
cess. 

Mr.  Southard's  amendment  was  adopted,  ayes  25,  noes  20. 
Among  other  amendments  one  was  adopted  by  a vote  of  20 
to  19,  providing  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  E.  R.  Potter,  while 
contesting  the  seat  of  United  States  senator  from  Rhode  Island; 
after  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  senate  then  went  into  executive  business,  and  after  being 
engaged  therein  some  time,  the  doors  were  opened,  and  then 
the  senate  adjourned. 

June  24.  Mr.  Morris  presented  the  proceedings  of  a conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  six  counties  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  sustain- 
ing the  course  of  the  executive  in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  presented  the  memorials  of  about  1,600  citi- 
zens of  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  complaining  of  the  pe- 
cuniary embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  the  custody  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  unwise  and  disastrous  interference  of  the  executive  with 
the  currency  and  labor  of  the  country;  which  was  read,  refer- 
red, &c. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  that  the  senate  take  up  the  resolutions  of  the 
New  Hartipshire  legislature,  presented  by  him  yesterday. 

A debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Clay,  Hill,  Poindexter, 
Ewing  and  Benton  participated;  and  the  senate  finally  refused 
to  take  up  the  resolutions  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton, Brown,  Forsyth, Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn, 


NILES'  REGISTER— JUNE  18,  1834— CONGRESS. 


305 


Morris,  Robbins,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  White,  Wiikins,  Wright 
—18. 

i\AY9 — .Messrs.  Bibb,  Calliuiin,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Ewing,  Frelingliuyseii,  Kent,  Kniglit,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nau- 
duiii.  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Porter,  Preston,  Robinson,  Silsbee, 
Sniilli,  Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wagga- 
iiian,  Webster — 26. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Poindexter  for  continuing 
the  investigations  of  the  committee  of  public  lauds  during  the 
lecess  of  congress,  relative  to  the  frauds  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  in  land  sales,  was  considered  aud  adopted. 

Mr.  Robbins  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  Kent  county,  Rhode  Island,  disapproving  the  measures 
of  the  executive  relative  to  the  hiiances  and  the  bank  of  the 
United  Slates;  which  were  read,  &.c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  it  was  ordered  that  the  senate  in 
future  meet  at  10  o’clock  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

After  the  first  and  second  readings  and  reference  of  a number 
of  bills  from  the  house  of  representatives,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business,  and  after  spending 
some  time  therein,  adjourned. 

June  25.  The  cAair  communicated  the  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mint  for  the  last  year. 

After  several  reports  had  been  made  and  disposed  of  on  pri- 
vate claims, 

Mr.  Naudain  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  amenda- 
tory of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  owners  of  vessels  sunk 
for  the  defence  of  Baltimore  during  the  last  war;  which  was 
read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  additional  land  districu  in  the  territory 
of  Arkansas;  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  state  of 
Alabama,”  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  tlie  payment  of  property  lost,  captured 
or  destroyed  diiiing  the  late  war,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  IVebsler  made  a report  on  the  tokens  of  respect  to  be  ob- 
served on  the  occasion  of  gen.  Lafayette’s  death,  which,  as  the 
senate  would  probably  adopt  the  resolutions  from  the  house,  he 
would  not  ask  for  the  reading  of. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities  and  for 
other  purposes  for  Uie  year  1834,  was  taken  up,  amended  and 
passed. 

The  joint  resolutions  from  the  house  of  representatives,  ma- 
nifesting the  deep  sensibility  of  congress  on  the  occasion  of  the 
decease  of  the  late  general  Lafayette,  was  passed  through  the 
difiTerent  stages  by  uHaninious  consent  and  adopted. 

[The  following  were  Mr.  Webster’s  brief  but  fitting  remarks 
on  this  occasion — 

“I  shall  not  presume,  Mr.  President,  to  utter  one  word  of  en- 
comium on  the  extraordinary  personage  of  whom  these  resolu- 
tions speak.  The  proceeding  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  in- 
tended to  manifest  the  sense  of  congress  and  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Slates.  It  is  a proceeding  in  which  none  are  to 
lead,  and  none  to  follow';  but  in  which  all  are  to  be  equally  ac- 
tive, and  equally  prominent,  as  all  are  equally  sincere  and 
equally  ardent,  in  expressing  a nation’s  gratitude  to  a nation’s 
benefactor. 

On  an  occasion  so  solemn,  so  affecting,  I content  myself  with 
simply  moving  that  the  resolutions  he  put  to  vote;  and  I do  this 
with  entire  confidence  that  they  will  be  passed,  not  only  with- 
out hesitation  or  dissent,  but  with  earnest,  emphatic — 1 may 
«ay,  even,  with  enthusiastic  unanimity.”] 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  a joint  resolution  rescinding  the  reso- 
lution of  the  two  houses  fixing  on  the  30th  day  of  June  as  the 
day  ol  adjournment,  and  authorising  the  adjournment  to  be 
made  on  the  day  of  July;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a 
aecond  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  house  to  the  Toulon  pension  bill  were 
considered  and  .agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Sjiraguc,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a committee  to  continue  the  investigations  into 
the  affairs  of  the  post  ollice  department  during  the  recess,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  and  having  been  modified  by  Mr. 
Sprague,  so  as  to  refer  the  investigation  to  the  standing  com- 
mittee on  the  post  roads,  instead  of  to  a select  committee — 

Mr.  J'orsi//A  suggested  that  it  would  be  the  belter  course  to 
reler  the  subject,  by  a special  resolution,  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  throw'  on  him  the  responsibility  of 
making  the  examination.  He  supposed  the  object  was  not  to 
establish  criminality. 

Mr.  Sprague  said  his  object  w’as  to  have  a full  examination, 
and  as  the  next  session  of  congress  was  a short  one,  previous 
investigation  was  necessary.  It  was  not  his  object  to  est.'ihlish 
criminality,  but  that  might  be  one  of  the  results.  He  had  no 
desire  to  put  responsibility  on  the  president,  as  he  w as  snfti- 
cienlly  disposed  to  assume'  it.  The  business  had  been  already 
in  bis  hands,  and  if  he  was  disposed  to  do  his  duty,  no  act  of 
the  senate,  in  authorising  an  investigation,  could  prevent  him. 

Mr.  Forsi/IA  denied  that  the  information  collected  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  at  present  only  known  to  them,  was  yei'before  the 
president.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solution till  Saturday. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived,  and  the  question  on 
the  resolution  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers. 
Clay,  Cl.ayton,  Ewing,  Frelingliuyseii,  Grundy,  Hendricks’, 
Kane,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poin- 


dexter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Shepley,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tyler,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, While — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Geo.  Morris,  Robinson,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright 
—10. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Clayton,  he  was  excused  from  serving 
on  the  conimitiee. 

The  following  resolution, submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Silsbee, 
was  considered  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  the  senate,  at  the  coinmencenient  of  the  next  session 
of  congress,  the  ainounl  of  revenue  collected,  and  the  amount 
of  tonnage  entered  at  each  of  the  custom  houses  of  the  United 
States,  the  amount  and  rate  of  commissions  charged  by  each  of 
the  collectors  on  the  revenue  collected  by  him,  and  the  amount 
of  fees  received  at  each  of  the  custom  houses  for  each  of  the 
two  last  years.  Also  the  number  of  officers,  of  every  descrip- 
lion,  employed  at  each  of  the  cusloni  houses,  the  amount  of 
eniolunients,  of  every  kind,  received  by  each  of  ibose  officers, 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  their  respective  offices,  for  each 
of  the  tw’o  last  years,  stating  whether  such  emoluments  arise 
from  commissions,  salaries  or  fees,  and  how  much  from  each 
of  those  sources,  and  stating  also  whether  any,  and  if  any,  such 
of  these  offices  or  officers  as  may  be  dispensed  with,  without 
injury  to  the  public  service. 

The  bill  amendatory  of  the  tariff  act  of  July  1832,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

At  2 o’clock  the  senate  took  a recess  of  two  hours. 

Evening  session. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs 
on  the  petition  of  John  Ross  and  others,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent to  ascertain  and  inform  the  senate  at  the  next  session  of 
congress,  on  what  terms  the  claims  of  the  state  of  Georgia  and 
of  her  citizens  can  be  extinguished  to  the  Cherokee  lands  with- 
in her  limits,  was  taken  up — 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Eorsyth  in  opposition,  and  of 
Messrs.  White  and  Frelinghttysen  in  its  support,  the  resolution 
was  finally  laid  on  the  table  by  a vote  of22  to  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  post  office  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  w'as  considered,  amended  and 
passed,  and  sent  back  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence  in  the 
amendments. 

June  26.  The  resolution  presented  yesterday  by  Mr.  Preston, 
concerning  the  adjournment  of  congress,  was  taken  up,  and 
after  the  blank  being  filled  with  the  7lh  day  of  July,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  the  table  by  a vote  of  yeas  25,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  Southard  was  chosen  a member  of  the  post  office  com- 
mittee in  the  phace  of  Mr.  Clayton  excused  from  serving. 

The  bill  concerning  navy  pensions  was  read  a third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Silsbee  submitted  a resolution  requiring  a statement  to  be 
made  at  the  next  session,  of  the  amount  of  hospital  money  re- 
ceived since  1798,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

A large  number  of  public  and  private  bills  were  passed but 

as  none  of  them  are  of  much  general  importance,  a notice  of 
them  in  the  list  of  acts,  which  may  be  expected  in  our  next, 
will  be  sufficient. 

The  bill  authorising  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  section  of 
the  public  lands,  granted  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  location 
of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  was  taken  up  and  rejected,  ayes 
18,  nays  19. 

The  senate  then  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  20.  The  house,  after  considerable  discussion, 
agreed  to  reconsider  the  harbor  bill,  as  also  the  vole  on  an 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer,  authorising  an  appropria- 
tion of  §29,000  for  certain  surveys,  &c. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  take  up  the  bill  regulating  the 
deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates  in  certain  local 
banks. 

Mr.  Polk,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  addressed  the  house  in 
its  favor  for  more  than  an  hour. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Georgia,  followed  in  reply  and  contended  that 
the  b.'ink  charter,  however  iinconstiintional,  was  a valid  con- 
tract, binding  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  on  this 
ground  as  well  as  to  the  details  of  Mr.  Polk’s  bill,  he  opposed 
its  passage. 

.Messrs.  Wilde  and  Gordon  followed  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 
The  latter  intimated  an  intention  to  offer  a substitute,  provid- 
ing, in  substance,  that  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  shall  be  ihq 
.agents  of  the  treasury,  and  the  keepers  of  the  public  revenue, 
which  shall  he  paid  in  the  current  coin  of  the  union. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  spies  employed  on  the  ffon- 
licr  of  Arkansas,  in  1830;  and 

The  bill  creating  additional  land  districts  in  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois and  territory  «f  Michigan,  were  severally  read  the  third 
time  and  [lassed. 

Mr.  .^rc/icr  reported  a joint  resolution  m.aking  provision  for 
the  fainilies  of  those  killed,  and  for  those  wounded  on  the  occa- 
sion of  firing  the  salute  at  Toulon;  which 

On  niotion  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  .Warns,  was  recoinmilted  to  the'eom- 
mittee  on  foreian  affairs,  with  instructions  to  report  a bill. 

The  house  adjourned. 
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Saturday,  June  21.  After  tlie  reading  of  tlie  Journal 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Mams  rose  to  state  tliat,  on  coining  to  the  house, 
he  had  been  informed  that  since  the  last  adjouriiniant  of  the 
house,  intelligence  had  been  received  of  the  occurrence  of  a 
calamity  which  had  befallen  the  whole  race  of  civilized  man. 
He  had  not  time  to  prepare  a resolution  fitting  such  an  occasion, 
but  he  presumed  it  would  be  obvious  to  every  person  that  it 
was  an  occurrence  peculiarly  becoming  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  to  adopt  some  suitable  measure  to  express  tlie 
deep  sense  they  entertained  of  the  misfortune  involved  in  the 
deceiise  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  benefactors  of  the  age  and 
of  mankind.  It  occurred  to  him  that  such  a duty  should  be  dis- 
charged in  a manner  suitable  at  once  to  the  dignity  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  states  of  this  union,  and  to  the  me- 
rits of  him  to  whose  memory  this  tribute  should  be  paid.  This 
he  supposed  vyould  be,  in  the  form  of  a Joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress.  He  would  now,  therefore,  submit  a 
motion  that  a committee  should  be  appointed  to  consider  in 
what  manner  a tribute  of  affection  and  respect  m.ay  be  shewn 
by  the  congress  of  the  United  States  expressive  of  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  nation,  on  the  event  of  the  decease,  and  of  their 
veneration  for  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  general  Lafayette, 

Mr.  Mams  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of be  appointed  on  the  part 

of  this  house  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by 
the  senate,  to  consider  and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and 
affection  it  may  be  proper  for  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the  nation  on  the  event  of  the 
decease  of  general  Lafayette. 

After  various  suggestions,  the  committee  was  ordered  to  con- 
sist of  twenty-four,  and  the  following  gentlemen  to  compose  the 
said  committee: 

From  Massachusetts, .John  Q,uincy  Ad ksis,  chairman. 

From  Maine, Rufus  Meintire. 

From  New  Hampshire, Henry  Hubbard. 

From  Rhode  Island, Tristram  Burges. 

From  Connecticut, Noyes  Barber. 

From  Vermont,.... Heman  Mien. 


New  York, 

C.  C.  Cambreleng. 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Kentucky, 

Tennessee, 

Ohio, 

Louisiana, 

Indiana, 

Mississippi, 

Illinois, 

Alabama, 

Missouri, 

Mr.  Archer  reported  a bill  making  provision  for  the  families 
of  those  killed,  and  for  the  wounded  survivors  on  the  occasion 
of  firing  the  salute  at  Toulon. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  a bill  providing  appropriations  for  carrying 
Into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties — twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  £.  £aere«  submitted  a resolution  which  was  agreed  to, 
distributing  the  copies  of  the  System  of  Penal  Law  for  the 
United  States,  by  Edward  Livingston. 

Mr.  Mercer  submitted  a resolution  calling  upon  the  secretary 
of  war  for  estimates  of  the  cost  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment for  which  surveys  have  been  made,  &c. 

The  bill  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  was 
taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  amended  and  passed,  ayes  145, 
cays  36. 

The  bill  regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  was 
read  the  third  time,  amended  and  passed. 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  June  as.  Mr.  PoIA;  moved  that  the  rule  by  which 
this  day  was  set  apart  for  the  reception  of  petitions,  &c.  should 
be  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  regulating 
deposites  in  state  banks. 

This  motion  led  to  a desultory  and  lengthened  discussion  as 
to  the  business  which  was  entitled  to  precedence;  it  being 
finally  negatived,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
being  the  presentation  of  memorials,  &c. 

The  resolutions  from  the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  present- 
ed by  Mr.  Burges,  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposites  and  re- 
charter of  the  bank,  coming  up  as  the  unfinished  business — 

Mr.  Pearce  replied  to  Mr.  B.  at  considerable  length,  contend- 
ing that  the  resolutions  presented  by  Mr.  Burges  did  not  truly 
express  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the  state,  &c. 

Mr.  Burges  rejoined  with  great  severity  to  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague. 

The  controversy  was  at  length  ended  by  a motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  harbor  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Mercer, 
appropriating  $29,000  for  surveys,  including  $7,000  for  arrears. 

Tuesday,  June  24.  The  speaker  laid  before  The  house  a letter 
from  the  clerk  stating  that  he  had  performed  the  required  ser- 
vice of  arranging  and  making  a digest  of  the  returns  of  state 
banks,  and  that  the  statement  was  now  ready  for  the  press. 


After  several  reports  upon  private  claims  had  been  made  and 
disposed  of, 

Mr.  Uraiyson  reported  a bill  to  provide  for  the  establishment 
of  a navy  >ard  in  the  city  of  Chailesion;  vvliieh  was  twice  read 
and  coniiniited. 

Mr.  Polk  reported  the  bill  from  the  senate  concerning  the  du- 
tie.s  on  lead,  which  bill  was  committed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  title,  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

A bill  to  construct  a road  from  the  northern  boumlary  of  the 
territory  of  Florida,  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola  in  .■•aid  u;rri- 
tory. 

A bill  to  mark  and  open  a road  from  Columbia  to  Little 
Rock,  ill  the  territory  of  Arkansa.s. 

A bill  for  the  survey  of  certain  rivers  and  roads,  and  for  the 
improvement  of  a harbor  in  the  teiritory  of  Michigan. 

A bill  amendatory  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry  ow’ners  of 
vessels  sunk  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore. 

A bill  to  attach  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  norlh  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Michigan. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  granting  pensions  to  certain  French 
seamen  who  were  wounded,  and  to  the  families  of  those  who 
were  killed  in  the  salute  at  Toulon,  was  taken  up,  amended 
and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys  in  the 
state  banks,  was  taken  up,  read  a third  time,  [lassed  and  sent  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence — yeas  112,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Adams  obtained  leave  to  make  a report  from  the  select 
joint  committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  death  of  Lafayette, 
and  reported  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  the  two  houses  have  received  with  the 
profonndest  sensibility,  intelligence  of  the  death  of  general  La- 
fayette, the  friend  of  the  United  Stales,  the  friend  of  Washing- 
ton, and  the  friend  ofliberly. 

Sec.  2 And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  sacrifices  and 
efforts  of  this  illustrious  person,  in  the  cause  of  our  country, 
during  her  struggle  for  independence,  and  the  affectionate  in- 
terest which  he  has  at  all  times  manifested  for  the  success  of 
her  political  institutions,  claim  from  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  an  expression  of  condolence  for  his 
loss,  veneration  for  his  virtues,  and  gratitude  for  his  .services. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  address,  together  with  a copy  of 
the  above  resolutions,  a letter  to  George  IVashinglon  Lafayette, 
and  the  other  members  of  his  family,  assuring  iliem  of  the  con- 
dolence of  this  whole  nation  in  their  irreparable  bereavement. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  members  of  the 
two  houses  of  congress  will  wear  a badge  of  mourning  for  thir- 
ty days,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  wear  a similar  badge  for  the  same  period. 

Sec.  5.  And  beit  further  resolved.  That  the  halls  of  both  houses 
be  dressed  in  mourning  for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  John  Q.uincy  Adams 
be  requested  to  deliver  an  oration  on  the  life  and  character  of 
general  Lafayette,  before  the  two  houses  of  congress,  at  the 
next  session. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading,  by  an  unanimous  vole. 

The  house  then  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  June  25.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whittlesey,  it 
resolved,  that  during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  after  to-day, 
the  house  should  assemble  for  the  despatch  of  business,  at  10, 
A.  M.  and  take  a recess  from  2 till  4 o’clock. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  annual  report  of  the 
mint.  He  also  laid  before  the  house  a statement  showing  the 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  lands  embraced  in  the  Louisi- 
ana purchase,  and  the  expenditure  for  roads,  Indian  title,  set- 
tlement of  claims,  &c.  within  the  said  purchase. 

Mr.  Mercer  made  a report  on  the  expediency  of  aiding  the 
state  of  Illinois  in  the  construction  of  a steamboat  canal  from 
Michigan  to  the  Illinois  river;  which  report  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clayton  made  a report,  in  part,  on  the  subject  of  the  sa- 
laries of  public  officers,  and  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of 
congress — read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

He  also  made  a report  recommending  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  sit  during  the  recess,  to  consider  what  retrench- 
ment could  be  made  in  the  several  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment— read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next,  be,  and  it  is  hereby  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  this  house  will  continue  its  eonsider.ation  for  each  suc- 
ceeding day  thereafter,  until  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  fully  sensible  it  is  now  too  late  to 
act  on  the  fifth  resolution  accompanying  the  majority  report; 
for  that  reason,  it  was  his  purpose  to  submit,  in  lieu  of  that  re- 
solution, one,  by  which  the  sergeant  at  arms  should  be  requir- 
ed to  notify  the  persons  who  have  defied  the  authority  of  this 
house,  to  appear  at  its  bar  on  a day  to  be  named,  early  in  the 
next  session,  to  await  its  further  order. 

After  a desultory  debate,  the  house  agre^.d  to  consider  the  re- 
solution, by  a vote  of  yeas  95,  nays  65;  whereupon 

Mr.  Wilde  moved  an  amendment  that  the  rcsoZafions  reported 
by  the  bank  committee  should  be  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
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whole,  on  Friday,  and  continued  from  day  to  day  until  disposed 
of. 

No  decision  was  had  upon  the  resolution  or  ainondmeiit  up 
to  the  hour  of  proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  the 
house  accordingly  took  them  up. 

The  house,  in  coinniiltce  of  the  whole,  then  proceeded  to 
consider  the  Indian  bills,  and  severally  look  up  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  of  the  depaitnient  of  Indian  affairs; 
and  the  bill  to  regulate  trade  and  inteicourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  and  after  being 
amended  were  laid  aside. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  providing  for 
the  establishment  of  the  western  leriitory,  and  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  emigrant  and  other  tribes  therein. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  doubted  the  constitutional  powers  of  con- 

gress in  the  premises. 

Mr.  H.  Everett  affirmed  their  existence. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  hills  and  amend- 
ments to  the  house;  when  the  amendment,  to  the  bill  organizing 
a department  of  Indian  affairs,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  regulate  tiade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  was  taken  up, 
amended  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  a western  territory  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Vinton  expressed  a wish  to  postpone  it  until  next  ses- 
sion, it  being  an  important  bill,  highly  objectionable  in  its  de- 
tails, and  there  not  being  time  to  consider  it  properly. 

Mr.  H.  Everett  replied  to  him.  He  said  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  had  been  submitted  to  the  Indians  themselves,  who  were 
anxious  for  its  passage. 

The  house  then  took  a recess  until  half  past  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session. 

The  house  again  took  up  the  bill  to  establish  the  Western 
(Indian)  territory;  when 

Mr.  H.  Everett,  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who  had  re- 
ported the  bill,  went  into  a full  exposition  of  it,  explaining  each 
section,  seriatim. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  explained  at  large  his  objections  to  the  bill, 
following  Mr.  Everett  in  his  analysis. 

An  animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messers.  Gilmer  and 
Wayne  supported  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Archer  and  Fillmore  op- 
posed it.  The  debate  was  finally  arrested  by  a motion  of  Mr. 
Williams  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 

The  bill  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  fourth  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  the  eighth  of  January,  1821,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, so  far  as  relates  to  the  claims  of  Georgia  prior  to  1802, 
was  considered  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  Indian  annuities  bill 
was  concurred  in,  and  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday,  June 'iQ.  After  various  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  particular  bills — 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  took  up  the  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  which  being  debated, 
was  laid  aside. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  with  the  amepdments  of  the 
senate,  was  then  taken  up,  and  all  the  amendments  agreed  to, 
except  one,  relative  to  the  compensation  of  Florida  judges, 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  of  the  se- 
nate, the  object  of  which  was  to  appropriate  ,f35, 000  in  addition 
to  former  appropriation  bills,  for  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
house  of  representatives;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bills  to  the  house; 
when  the  amendments  to  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  In- 
dian treaties,  were  concurred  in,  the  bill  engrossed,  read  a third 
time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee  on  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,  as  also  the  disagreement  to  the  senate’s  amend- 
ment, for  the  pay  of  the  Florida  judges,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  house. 

Mr.  Whittlesey  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Polk  declined,  and  a debate  ensued,  and  before  any  final 
action  was  taken  on  the  motion,  the  house  took  a recess  until 
half  past  4 o’clock. 

• '.o®  On*'" 

THE  JAMESTOWN  JUBILEE. 

Norfolk,  ^oth  May. 

Agreeably  to  previous  announcement,  the  celebration  of  the 
27th  anniversary  of  the  latiding  of  the  gallant  captain  Smith, 
with  the  first  colonists  of  Virginia,  at  Jamestown,  took  jdace 
on  the  spot  consecrated  by  that  event,  yesterday  the  24th  inst. 
under  the  direction  of  the  following  gentlemen  of  Williams- 
burgh:  hon.  Burwell  Bassett,  hon.  Richard  Coke,  Doct.  A.  D. 
Galt,  Dr.  T.  G.  Peachy,  professor  T.  R.  Dew,  and  col.  Robert 
McCandlish.  There  were,  it  is  estimated,  between  1,500  atid 
2,000  persons  present,  (and  among  them  a goodly  proportion  of 
the  fair  daughters  of  Virginia),  congregated  from  distant  parts 
of  the  state,  as  well  as  from  the  contiguous  counties,  to  enjoy 
the  scene  with  all  its  interesting  associations,  and  to  contem- 
plate with  pious  delight,  the  birth  place  of  their  vener.ated  and 
beloved  commonwealth.  Our  ancient  borough  contributed  a 
respectable  quota  of  visitors,  besides  its  handsome  new  rifle 
company,  to  do  honor  to  the  occasion;  about  100  it  is  believed, 
went  up  in  the  new  steamboat  Old  Dominion,  and  20  or  30  in 
the  Patrick  Henry.  Among  the  distinguished  visitors  who  at- 
tended at  the  special  invitation  of  the  committee,  were  the  hon. 


John  Tyler,  hon.  Geo.  Poindexter,  hon.  John  Tipton,  of  the  U. 
S.  senate,  and  gen.  Taylor,  of  Kentucky.  The  proceedings  of 
tin;  day  were  cliaslened  by  the  apprrrpriate  solemnity  of  prayer, 
by  the  rev.  S.  K.  Kotlock,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  at 
Norfolk,  and  enlivened  by  the  llirilling  touehes  of  iinpa.xsioned 
eloipience  in  an  oration  by  i>I r.  il/oreuu  Boiecrs,  of  Williams- 
burg, a graduate  of  William  and  Mary  college.  The  heart 
overflowing  with  t!ie  virtuous  and  patriotic  sympathies  inspir- 
ed by  the  occasion,  fell  no  regret  at  the  absence  of  all  display  of 
pomp  and  pageantry.  'I’he  scene  was  one  altogether  for  the 
contemplation  of  the  philosophic  mind. 

In  the  evening  the  committee  escorted  their  invited  guests  to 
Williamsburg,  where  they  terminated  the  festivities  of  the  day 
with  a splendid  supper. 

[Williamsburg  is  about  seven  miles  distant  from  Jamestown.] 
YEAS  AND  NAYS 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  \-2lh  June,  on  the  question 
upon  the  motion  that  R.  P.  Letcher  is  entitled  to  a seat  in  that 
house  as  a representative  from  Kentucky. 

YEAS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  lleniaii  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Chilton  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bar- 
ringer, Baylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Biniiey,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate, 
Williatn  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowiiey,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crane, 
Crockett,  Darlington,  W.  11.  Davi.s,  Davenport,  Deberry,  Do- 
ming, Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Evans,  Eilward  Everett,  11. 
Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Gamble,  Garland,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gorrlon,  Gorham,  Gra- 
ham, Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Ililami  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  llei.«ter,  Jabez  W.  Hunting- 
ton,  Jackson,  William  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Kinnard,  Laportr, 
Lay,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty, 
McComas,  ^IcKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Patton,  Pinck- 
ney, Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Win.  B.  Shepard, 
Augustus  H.  Shepperd,Wm.  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele, 
Stewart,  Win.  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  'J’homas,  Tompkins,  'I’ur- 
ner.  Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  Watmoiigh,  Wayne,  E.  D.  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  F.  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williains,  Wilson, 
Young— 112. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
din.  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cainbreleng,  Carmichael, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chatiey,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forrester,  Fow- 
ler, Will.  K.  P'uller,  Galbraith,  Gillet,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Ilatinegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hunting- 
ton,  Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah 
Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann,  Mardis,  Moses  Mason,  Mcliilire,  McKay, 
McKim,  McKinley,  McLeiie,  MeVean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell, 
Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Park.s, 
Parker,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  F.  Pierce.  Pierson, 
Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade, 
Smith,  Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor, 
Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Vaiiderpoel,  Van  Hoiiten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whaloii,  C.  P.  White, 
Wise— 114. 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 

On  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  on  Friday  the  13IA  inst.  the  re- 
solution from  the  senate  declaring  the  reasons  of  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  in  removing  the  deposites,  unsatisfactory  and 
insufficient. 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Bean, 
Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldiii, 
Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cainbreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coflee,  Connor,  Cramer, 
D.ay,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forrester,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Jos.  Hall,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Jos.  M.  Har- 
per, Harrison,  Hatliaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  Abel  Huniinglon,  Inge,  Jarvis,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, N.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  S.  Jones,  B. Jones,  Kavanagh, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lajiorte,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee, 
Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Lytle,  Abijah  Mann,  Joel  K.  Mann, 
Mardis,  Moses  iSlason,  Meintire,  MeK.ay,  McKim,  McKinley, 
McLene,  MeVean,  Miller,  Henry  iMitchell,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  IMurphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton, 
Pallersoii,  D.  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Peirsoii,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight, 
Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  F.  Thom.as, 
Thomson,  Tiirrill,  Vaiiderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  W.ayne,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J. 
Allen,  C.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bar- 
ringer, B:iylies,  Beaty,  James  M.  Bell,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull, 
Burd,  Burges,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate, 
William  Clark,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Crockett, 
Darlington,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deberry,  Deming,  Denny,  Dick- 
son, Duncan,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing, 
Felder,  Fillmore,  Fo.ster,  P.  C.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland, 
Gholson,  Gordon,  Gorham,  Graham, Grayson.  Grennell,  Griffin, 
II.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Hies- 
ter,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jackson,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Lay.  Lew- 
is, Lincoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  McComas, 
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McKennan,  Mercerj  Millegaii,  Moore,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Kam- 
eay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Aiig.  H.  Shepperd,  Win.  Slade, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele,  Stewart,  P.  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tur- 
ner,Tweedy,  Vance,  Vinton,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  E. 
Whittlesey,  Williams,  Wilson,  Wise,  Young — 101. 

Absent  on  taking  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
solution on  the  table — Messrs.  Bates,  of  Mass.;  Foot  and  Ells- 
worth, of  Conn.;  Lawrence,  of  New  York;  Watmongh,  King 
and  Galbraith,  of  Pa.;  Mason,  Claiborne,  Lucas,  Stevenson, 
Davenport,  Beal  and  Taylor,  ofVa.:  Hall  and  W.  B.  Shepherd, 
of  N.  Carolina;  Wilde  and  Schley,  of  Georgia;  Manning,*  (vice 
Blair,  deceased)  and  McDuffie,  of  South  Carolina;  Amos  Davis, 
ofKy.;  Peyton,  of  Tenn.;  Crane,  of  Ohio;  Hannegan,  of  India- 
na, 24,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tenn.  the  speaker,  who  did  not  vote,  1—25 
— making  with  those  who  voted,  240,  the  whole  number,  one 
seat  not  having  been  filled  in  the  Kentucky  delegation. 

Messrs.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  and 
Stevenson,  of  Virginia,  had  resigned  their  seats,  the  first  elected 
governor  of  his  state,  the  second  mayor  of  New  York.  Messrs. 
Bates,  Davis,  of  Ky.  Watmough,  Claiborne,  and,  perhaps,  others 
were  confined  to  their  rooms  from  indisposition. 

The  vote  on  the  second  resolution,  directing  a restoration  of 
the  deposites  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  was  also  laid  on 
the  table— ayes  118,  noes  98. 

Messrs.  Coulter,  of  Pa.  Felder,  of  S.  C.  and  Gholson,  of  Va. 
who  voted  in  the  negative  on  the  1st  resolution  now  voted  in 
the  affirmative— Mr  King,  of  Pa.  and  Mr.  Crane,  of  Ohio,  who 
did  not  vote  on  the  1st  resolution,  voted  in  the  negative  on  the 
2d.  Messrs.  Deining,  of  Vt.  and  Wilson,  of  Va.  who  vojed  on 
the  1st  resolution  were  absent  on  the  second;  and  Mr.  Peyton, 
of  Tenn.  who  was  absent  on  the  first  vote,  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive on  the  second. 

— Oo«‘»- 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  FRANCE. 

IN  THE  SENATE,  JUNE  7. 

The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  commissioners 
under  the  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  late  treaty  with  France, 
made  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  22d  ult.  showing 
a list  of  all  the  claims  which  have  been  presented  to  them,  to- 
gether with  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  claimed  by  the 
memorialists  in  each;  case,  and  the  aggregate  amount,  arranged 
into  classes  those  which  have  been  recognised  as  falling  within 
the  treaty,  those  which  have  been  suspended,  and  those  which 
have  been  rejected. 

GENERAL  RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  of  list  marked  A,  comprehending  “claims  recognised 
as  within  the  treaty” — 

Principal,  17,065,917  36 

Interest,  24,574,920  99 

41,640,838  35 

Amount  of  list  marked  B,  compre- 
hending “claims  rejected”  by  the 
board — 

Principal,  618,258  72 

Interest,  1,001,579  12 

1,619,837  84 

Amount  of  list  marked  C,  compre- 
hending “claims”  suspended — 

Principal,  3,272,325  94 

Interest,  5,301,168  02 

8,573,493  96 


Total  amount  of  claims  presented, 
principal  and  interest,  ^51,834,170  15 

The  report  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Sprague  said  this  was  a document  of  much  importance 
at  the  present  time,  especially  in  connection  with  the  recent 
refusal  of  the  French  chamber  of  deputies  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  into  effect  the  late  treaty.  That  re- 
fusal, as  he  verily  believed,  had  been  occasioned  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  correspondence  of  our  late  minister  to  France,  Mr. 
Rives,  with  our  secretary  of  state.  Read  his  letter  of  July  8, 
1831,  transmitted  with  the  treaty.  You  will  find  there  very 
strong  representations  of  great  advantages  attained  by  that  trea- 
ty. I should  not  be  disposed  to  censure  a minister  for  present- 
ing the  offspring  of  his  labor  in  the  best  garb.  But  here  is  an 
exaggeration  which  transcends  all  bounds.  He  boasts  that  he 
had  obtained  from  France  a sum  of  money  “amply  sufficient  to 
satisfy  all  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens  of  every  description 
comprehended  within  the  scope  of  the  negotiation.”  He  specifies 
and  depreciates  particular  clauses,  by  saying  that  Mr.  Gallatin 
had  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  could  be  no  expectation 
that  indemnity  will  ever  he  obtained.  He  proceeds  to  under- 
value all  these  claims,  declaring  that  Crawford,  and  Gallatin, 
and  Brown,  his  predecessors,  in  letters  never  published,  but 
entrusted  to  him,  had  in  former  years  “regarded  this  vdiole  sub- 
ject as  almost  entirely  hopeless;'”  Ihnt  the  difficulties  had  since 
increased;  that  they  had  been  “prosecuted  in  vain  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  a large  portion  if  not  the  whole,  of  which  has 
been  considered  as  desperate.”  And  then  repeats  that  he  had 
obtained  “a  sum  sufficient,  in  all  probability,  to  pay  every  cent 
justly  due,  and  nearly  treble  the  amount  pronounced  to  be  due 
by  the  commission  charged  with  their  examination  here.”  In 
the  amount  justly  due  is  included  principal  and  interest.  This 
is  apparent,  and  will  be  redered  still  more  clear  by  referring  to 
his  letter  of29th  of  June,  1831.  Having  thus  obtained  from  the 

*Who  has  not  yet  taken  his  seat. 


French  a sum  sufficient  to  pay  eoery  cent  justly  due,  princip^ 
and  interest,  of  every  description  of  claim,  he  proceeds  to  boast 
that  he  induced  the  Erench  government  to  release  claims  against 
us,  by  our  paying  about  thirty  per  cent,  only — less  than  one- 
third  of  the  amount.  He  says  that  the  treaty  “extinguished 
claims  of  French  subjects  against  the  United  States,  to  the 
amount  of  near^ue  million  of  francs,  by  a stipulation  to  pay  a 
million  and  a half.” 

I will  show  the  senate  directly  that  the  sentiments  made  in 
this  letter  are  grossly  erroneous;  that  it  ought  never  to  have 
been  written,  but,  if  written,  most  assuredly  it  should  have  re- 
mained in  the  secret  recesses  of  the  state  department.  What 
are  we  to  think  of  an  administration  which  unnecessarily  gives 
publicity  to  such  a communication;  which,  for  no  end  or  object 
of  public  interest,  but  only  for  self-glorification,  publishes  it  to 
the  world,  makes  it  known  to  the  French  minister  here,  and  to 
his  government  at  home.’  Can  it  be  doubted  that  that  publica- 
tion caused  the  refusal  of  the  French  chamber  to  make  the  ap- 
propriation.’ 7'heir  debates  show  that  it  was  known  to  the 
members.  It  was  objected,  that  we  had  obtained  too  much; 
that  one-half  of  the  amount  stipulated  would  fully  indemnify 
our  citizens;  that  the  treaty  ought  not  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
because  it  was  unequal,  and  we  had  obtained  undue  advan- 
tages. Has  not  the  difficulty  which  has  occurred  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  wanton  and  unfounded  boasting  of  our  own  exe- 
cutive.’ 1 say  unfounded;  and  the  document  just  read  abun- 
dantly proves  it.  What  is  the  sum  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 
Five  millions.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  claims  which  have 
been  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  to  ad- 
judicate upon  them  under  the  treaty.’  Fifty  one  millions  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  the 
board,  pursuant  to  rules  established  and  promulgated  before 
any  difficulty  was  anticipated,  have  actually  admitted  memo- 
rials as  prima  facia  good,  to  the  amount  of  forty-one  millions 
six  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars;  of  which,  seventeen 
millions  and  sixty  five  thousand  dollars  is  principal,  and  twenty- 
four  millions  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  thousand  dollars, 
interest.  And  the  board  have  rejected  memorials  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  six  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  dollars;  of 
which,  six  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  dollars  is  principal, 
and  one  million  and  one  thousand  dollars  interest.  And  there 
have  been  suspended,  for  future  consideration,  and  future  ad- 
judication, memorials  to  the  amount  of  eight  millions  five 
hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand  dollars,  of  which,  three 
millions  two  hundred  and  seventy  two  thousand  dollars  is  prin- 
cipal, and  five  millions  three  hundred  and  one  thousand  dollars 
is  interest. 

If  these  suspended  cases  shall  be  allowed,  it  will  make  the 
amount  claimed  by  memorials,  admitted  and  accepted,  to  ex- 
ceed fifty  millions;  that  is,  ten  times  the  amount  of  the  in- 
demnity. If  we  make  the  most  liberal  deductions,  and  cut 
down  the  amount  one-half,  still  it  will  be  five  times  the  amount 
provided  by  the  treaty,  and  our  merchants  will  receive  but 
twenty  per  cent. — one-fifth  part  of  their  just  due.  So  much 
for  our  own  claims.  And  now,  sir,  as  to  those  of  the  French. 

Mr.  Rives,  by  the  publication  of  his  letters  to  the  administra- 
tion, makes  it  matter  of  boast,  that  we  are  released  from  claims 
nominally  amounting  to  near  five  millions  of  francs,  by  the  pa}’- 
ment  of  one  million  and  a half.  But  Mr.  Rives  himself  admits 
that  he  has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  of  the  claims,  except 
that  of  the  heirs  of  the  baron  Beaumarchais.  He  has  no  other 
than  the  mere  statement  of  the  French  minister  to  him.  Would 
any  public  minister  pay  a single  dollar  upon  claims  of  which  he 
knew  nothing,  upon  which  he  had  no  instructions  or  informa- 
tion whatever.’  Then  as  to  the  Beaumarchais  claim,  it  is  an 
old  acquaintance  in  the  halls  of  congress,  and  has  there  been 
repeatedly  decided,  after  investigation,  to  bo  utterly  unfounded! 
It  arose  from  a transaction  during  our  revolution;  and  Mr.  Rives, 
in  stating  its  amount,  calculates  interest  from  that  time.  He 
states  the  claim  to  be  more  than  three  millions  and  a half  of 
francs,  of  which  one  million  only  is  principal,  and  more  than 
two  and  a half  millions  are  interest.  The  sum  which  he  stipu- 
lated to  pay  was  a million  and  a half  of  francs,  equal  to  the 
whole  principal,  and  fifty  percent,  more,  of  this  antiquated,  and 
often  rejected,  Beaumarchais  claim,  while  our  own  merchants 
will  not  receive  one  half,  if  they  do  one-third,  or  one-fourth,  of 
the  principal  of  their  just  claim.^,  without  interest.  Sir,  let  the 
administration  cease  to  boast  of  this  trumpeted  diplomatic 
achievement.  Let  them  acknowledge  the  plain  truth,  that,  for 
the  sake  of  a final  adjustment,  they  have  sacrificed  the  just  and 
righteous  claims  of  our  merchants  to  an  immense  amount,  to  at 
least  tens  of  millions,  w’hile  they  have  paid  France  liberally  for 
doubtful  pretensions.  Let  them  state  the  truth— that  the  treaty 
is  far  more  advantageous  to  France  than  to  the  United  States — 
and  there  will  he  no  difficulty  in  their  carrying  it  into  immediate 
effect.  They  '.vill  then  be  tenacious  of  the  treaty,  and  the  re- 
lief it  affords  them  from  our  strong  and  irresistible  claims.  If 
this  treaty  is  not  executed,  our  merchants  will  be  remitted  to 
their  original  rights,  and,  I trust,  will  not,  unless  upon  some 
conjuncture  of  circumstances,  more  extraordinary  than  has  yet 
arisen,  ever  again  be  so  sacrificed,  and  cut  down  to  so  small  a 
fraction  of  their  honest,  well-founded  claims. 

This  treaty  does  not  do  justice  to  the  United  States  and  its 
citizens.  The  obtaining  it  is  no  matter  of  congratulation  or 
self-satisfaction.  It  may  be  best  to  accept  and  acquiesce  in  it, 
as  a matter  of  expediency,  rather  than  attempt  to  coerce  justice 
by  a resort  to  a war  of  commercial  regulations,  or,  what  is  worse, 
1 a war  of  arms.  But  it  should  be  know'ii  and  understood  that  it 
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is  only  upon  this  ground  of  eipediency,  to  prevent  liosiilliy,  to 
preserve  amicable  and  friendly  relations,  that  we  could  acqui- 
esce in  such  enormous  pecuniary  sacrifices  of  our  just  and  irre- 
sistible claims.  The  French  government  should  be  disabused 
of  the  error  into  which  they  have  been  led;  they  should  be  given 
to  understand,  that,  instead  of  our  having  made  a hard  and  over- 
reaching bargain,  we  have  made  even  extravagant  concessions, 
and  accepted  of  less  than  one-fourth  part  of  our  well  founded, 
clear  and  indisputable  demands.  Instead  of  reproaching  us  for 
our  supposed  unfairness,  she  should  be  enabled  to  appreciate 
our  extraordinary  concessions  and  saciifices. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

- --06  ® 

MESSRS.  POLK  AND  ADAMS  AND  LYTLE. 

Extract  from  the  debatein  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Mr. 
Jidams^  motion  calling  for  information  concerning  the  deposite 
banks. 

Mr.  Polk  said  he  had  stated,  that  though  the  bank,  through  its 
organs  and  advocates,  at  the  early  periods  of  the  preserit^session 
of  congress,  when  we  were  appealed  to,  to  join  in  damning  and 
putting  down  the  chief  executive  magistrate,  had  lavished  un- 
measured praises  upon  us,  had  conceded  to  us  the  power  wliich 
this  house  afterwards  exercised,  and  had  professed  a willing- 
ness to  yield  obedience  to  our  decision  upon  the  great  question 
which  has  occupied  so  much  of  our  time,  that  yet  when  this 
house  had  condemned  the  bank,  and  sustained  the  president, 
we  had  shared  in  its  denunciation.  This  he  happened  to  have 
it  in  his  po.ver  very  briefly  to  shew.  A paper  had  this  moment 
been  handed  to  him,  by  a gentleman  near  him,  which  he  had 
read  some  days  ago.  That  paper,  (the  National  Gazette),  con- 
tained an  article  purporting  to  be  editorial,  but  which  bore  on 
its  face  evidence  that  it  was  the  semi-oflti  ial,  indeed  it  might 
be  regarded  as  the  oflicial,  expose,  issuing  from  the  bank  itself — 
because  it  contained  an  extract  of  what  purported  to  be  a pri- 
vate letter,  addressed  by  a private  citizen,  to  the  bank,  and 
which  could  have  been  procured  from  no  oiher  source  but  the 
bank  itself.  From  that  expose  he  begged  to  read  a paragraph 
or  two,  to  show  its  general  lone,  and  particularly  what  was 
said  of  this  house.  He  would  only  further  stale,  that  it  appears 
in  the  paper  of  the  3d  of  June,  and  after  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  was  made  to  this  house.  Mr.  P.  here 
read  from  this  expose  as  follow’s,  viz: 

“The  house, it  cannot  be  dissembled,  has  lost  much  of  the 
confidence  of  the  country,  and  h.as  lost  it  by  inattention  to  its 
own  character.  They  have  been  much  too  servile — have  permitted 
themselves  to  be  the  dupes  of  political  jugglers.  It  is  a fact,  per- 
fectly notorious,  that  a very  large  portion  of  the  house,  outside 
of  the  bar,  acknowledged  the  improper  conduct  of  the  exe- 
cutive— yet  step  forward  a few  feet,  and  vote  to  support  the 
very  measures  they  disapprove.  The  house  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  such  conduct;  there  are  really  many  honest  and  well  meaning 
men  in  that  body,  and  they  ought  to  revolt  at  the  humiliation  to 
which  the  kitchen  cabinet  subjects  them.  The  present  feeling 
of  the  country  toward  the  house  is  one  of  surprise  and  pity. 
Surprise  that  a popular  body  should  seem  so  indiflTerent  to  po- 
pular rights;  and  pity  that  it  should  suffer  the  control  of  these 
political  jugglers.  If  hereafter,  that  body  should  be  despised,  it 
will  only  be  because  it  hath  made  itself  despicable.  If  it  be  treated 
with  contempt,  it  will  be  because  it  is  contemptible.'^ 

Again  he  said,  this  bank  expose,  (for  he  held  himself  justified 
in  supposing  that  it  had  the  sanction  of  the  bank,  for  garbled 
extracts  of  the  private  correspondence  of  the  bank,  formed  a 
part  of  it),  held  the  following  language,  which  he  read,  viz: 

“The  great  contest  now  waging  in  this  country  is  between  its 
free  institutions  and  the  violence  of  a vulgar  despotism.  The 
government  is  turned  into  a baneful  faction,  and  the  spirit  of 
liberty  contends  azainst  it  throughout  the  country.  On  the  one 
hand,  is  this  miserable  eabal,  with  all  the  patronage  of  the  exe- 
cutive; on  the  other,  the  yet  unbroken  mind  and  heart  of  the 
country,  with  the  senate  and  the  hank;  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, hitherto  the  in.ninctive  champion  of  freedom,  shaken  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  kitchen,  hesitates  for  a time,  hut  cannot  fail 
before  long,  to  break  its  own  fetters  first,  and  then  those  of  the 
country.  In  that  quarrel,  we  predict,  they  who  administer  the 
bank  will  shrink  from  no  proper  share  which  the  country  may 
assign  to  them;  personally  they  must  be  as  indifferent  as  any  of 
their  fellow  citizens  to  the  recharter  of  the  bank.  But  they  trill 
not  suffer  themselves,  nor  the  institution  intrusted  to  them,  to  be 
the  instrument  of  private  wrong  and  public  outrage — nor  will  they 
omit  any  effort  to  rescue  the  institutions  of  the  country  from  being 
trodden  under  foot  by  a faction  of  interlopers." 

In  the  same  paper,  the  inquiries  made  by  the  committee  of 
investigation  are  denounced  as  a ''mass  of  arrogance,"  because 
they  had  called  for  certain  correspondence  with  the  bank,  which 
the  bank  refused  to  furnish.  The  bank,  he  said,  in  this  paper, 
which  was  evidently  prepared  under  its  own  direction,  defied 
and  insulted  the  house  of  representatives.  .After  setting  itself 
np  in  opposition  to  the  government,  assuming  to  construe  the 
powers  of  the  executive,  and  to  dispute  what  authority  he  should 
and  should  not  exercise,  it  now  abuses  and  denounces  this 
house. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  here  interrupted  Mr.  Polk,nx\A  called  on  the 
member  from  Tennessee  to  state  the  evidence  upon  which  he 
made  these  charges. 

Mr.  Polk  held  it  in  his  hand.  It  is,  as  he  had  already  slated, 
what  purports  to  be  editorial,  but  comes  to  the  public  under  the 
sanction  of  the  bank;  if  it  was  not  written,  as  he  believed  it 
was,  by  the  direction  of  the  bank  itself.  The  paper  furnishes 


intrinsic  evidence  of  its  authorship,  for  it  contains  a letter  whic 
could  not  have  been  procured  but  Irom  the  bank.  Yes,  sir,  tb® 
bank,  which  was  so  scrupulous  m regard  to  private  currespun' 
deuce,  has  nut  hesitated  to  avail  itself  of  a private  letter,  witb 
a view  to  assail  members  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Adams  begged  to  know  what  proof  he  had  of  this,^ 

Mr.  Polk.  The  proof  is  on  the  lace  of  it;  it  bears  internal 
evidence  that  it  must  have  come  from  the  bank.  He  found  in 
it,  as  he  had  already  stated,  an  extract  of  a letter  addressed  to 
the  bank  by  a private  citizen,  and  which  could  not  find  its  way 
into  this,  the  bank’s  known  organ  in  Philadelphia,  (the  Nation- 
al Gazette),  without  the  knowledge  or  connivance  of  the  bank, 
or,  indeed,  without  having  been  lurnished  by  the  bank.  This 
is  a private  letter  addressed  to  the  bank  by  a private  individual 
on  his  private  afl^airs,  and  we  thus,  notwithstanding  the  bank’s 
objection  to  disclose  to  a committee  of  the  house,  w hen  called 
upon  for  that  purpose,  the  correspondence  called  for  touching 
its  “fair  business  transactions,”  nevertheless  does  not  hesitate 
to  blazon  forth,  under  such  circumstances,  a garbled  extract,  of 
what  should,  by  its  professions,  be  held  sacred,  for  the  base 
purpose,  he  must  conclude,  of  blasting  the  character,  or  afl'ect- 
ing  the  reputation  of  a member  of  the  committee.  He  would 
now  read  on,  to  show  the  character  of  this  immaculate  institu- 
lioii. 

[Mr.  P.  here  read  some  other  extracts.] 

After  he  concluded — 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  Adams  rose  to  remark,  that,  as  the  member  from 
Tennessee  had  spoken  of  a letter  to  the  bank  in  the  article,  he 
would  therefore  be  so  good  as  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Po/lc  declined,  saying,  “the  gentleman  can  have  it,  and 
read  it  for  himself,  if  he  desires  to  do  so.” 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams.  The  honorable  member  stated  that  his  au- 
thority for  making  this  charge  was  proved  by  a fact  in  the  paper 
he  read.  This  fact  was  in  a letter  to  the  bank.  1 ask  him  to 
read  its  contents. 

Mr.  Polk  could  not  feel  that  he  was  called  upon  by  any  rule 
of  courtesy  or  propriety  to  read,  for  the  amusement  or  edifica- 
tion of  the  gentleman,  any  thing  which  did  not  pertain  to  his 
argument.  The  gentleman  can  read  the  letter  himself,  if  he 
pleases.  I choose  to  proceed  with  my  remarks,  in  proper  tem- 
per, I hope,  having  read  enough  of  this  bank  bulletin.  Right  or 
wrong,  sir,  continued  Mr.  Polk,  whatever  the  bank  does,  the 
board  of  directors  assert  the  legal  right  to  do  what  has  been 
done.  As  an  answer  to  my  objection  to  the  course  of  the  bank, 
it  is  said  that  the  board  of  directors  approve  it. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams.  Oh!  pray  read  on. 

Mr.  Polk  said,  he  would  proceed  with  his  remarks.  He  had 
read  thus  much  to  shew  the  arrogance  of  its  lone,  and  that  all 
who  did  not  fall  down  and  worship  this  aristocracy  of  money, 
fell  under  its  anathemas  and  denunciations. 

The  following  are  the  paragraphs  from  the  article  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Polk,  which  Mr.  Adams  was  so  desirous  that  he  should 
read — well  knowing  that,  if  read,  they  would  place  Mr.  Lytle  in 
a rather  uncomfortable  condition,  as  Mr.  Polk  also  well  knew: 
for  as  Mr.  L.  could  not  deny  the  verity  of  the  extract  from  his 
brother’s  letter,  he  would  be  placed  in  the  painful  condition  of 
having  it  believed  that  "a  Lytle,"  as  a member  of  congress,  would 
avenge  the  injuries  supposed  to  have  been  inflicted  on  another 
"Lytle,"  as  a private  man. 

From  the  National  Gazette. 

Speaking  of  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  aflairs 
of  the  bank,  the  Gazette  of  June  3,  says — 

“This  Mr.  Lytle,  besides,  has  at  this  moment  a claim  for  a 
large  sum  of  money  now  before  the  hoard  of  directors  of  the 
bank.  The  claim  has  been  twice  rejected.  It  was  lately  brought 
for  the  third  time— accompanied  by  a persuasive  threat  that  if 
it  were  not  granted,  the  bank  should  be  afflicted  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  applicant. 

Ill  his  letter  to  the  bank  renewing  the  claim,  the  brother  of 
and  joint  claimant  with  this  Mr.  Lytle  foreshadows  the  wrath 
of  this  committee  in  the  following  remarkably  insinuating  man- 
ner: 

‘You  will  And  that  a Lytle,  and  the  son  too,  of  the  man  who 
has  been  so  cruelly  treated,  ictfl  represent  this  district  in  the  next 
congress,  and  that  an  influence  in  this  city  can  be  successfully 
exerted,  not  only  in  this  state  but  also  in  Indiana,  at  the  next 
election.  You  will  find  that  a promise  made  to  you  in  1823  will 
he  religiously  and  pertinaciously  adhered  to,  so  long  as  a father's 
injuries  are  unredressed.  I do  not  say  this  as  a threat.  I mere- 
ly renew  a promise,  unless  justice  is  done,  and  all  we  ask  is 
justice. 

‘1  am  well  satisfied  that  it  will  contribute  to  our  interest  to 
have  the  bank  rechartered  with  suitable  modifications.  But  if 
justice  is  not  meted  out  to  us,  I pledge  my  word  as  a citizen,  and 
my  honor  as  a man,  that  those  who  have  the  management  of  the 
bank  will  regret  it,  and  should  we  meet  again  in  after  years,  you 
will  admit  that  my  word  has  been  redeemed.’” 

On  which  the  “Globe”  said— 

“The  peculiar  wrath  of  the  bank  president  is  made  to  fall  on 
the  eloquent  and  talented  Mr.  Lytle.  In  reference  to  this  gen- 
lU'mnn,  the  sacredness  of  private  correspondence  is  utterly  for- 
"Oiien.  and  the  very  men  who  refused  to  exhibit  their  corres- 
pondence confidentially  to  a coiniiiiiiee  of  the  house,  for  the 
purpose  of  proteetins  the  honor  of  iliat  house,  do  not  hesitate 
to  publish  in  the  newspapers  an  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr. 
Lytle’s  brother,  as  a means  of  assailing  the  honor  of  one  of  its 
members!!” 
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And  the  “Gazette"’  rejoins— 

“The  Globe  denounces  it  as  insufferable  inconsistency  and 
audacity  ill  the  bank  to  allow  an  extractor  a letter  from  Mr. 
Lytle’s  brother  to  be  published  after  it  had  refused  to  exhibit 
all  its  correspondence  to  the  committee.  To  this  we  may  re- 
ply that  the  bank  refused  what  the  committee  had  no  right  to 
ask,  and  what  was  meant  to  be  mischievously  used,  and  grant- 
ed to  us  whiU  it  liad  a right  to  gr.int,  a paper,  not  confidential 
nor  even  private,  written  by  a claimant,  and  placed  on  the 
common  files  of  the  institution,  and  yielded  us  fora  |)uipose 
just  and  salutary.  Mr.  Lytle  provoked  and  warranted  the  pub- 
lication of  the  extract  by  the  part  which  he  took  in  the  errand 
of  the  committee,  and  both  his  previous  and  subsequent  decla- 
nmiioiis  in  the  house  and  elsewhere.” 

REJECTION  OF  MR.  STEVENSON  AS  MINISTER  TO 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  June  26. 

During  the  present  arduous  session  of  congress,  the  senate 
has  had  many  highly  responsible  duties  to  pertorm.  It  has  sWod 
alone,  the  sole  barrier  to  the  alarming  progress  and  pretensions 
of  executive  power.  If  it  has  drawn  down  upon  itself  execu- 
tive vengeance,  it  has  ample  consolation  in  the  confidence  and 
affections  of  the  people,  which  its  faithful  and  fearless  dis- 
charge of  its  important  duties  has  conciliated.  No  part  ofthose 
duties  is  probably  more  offensive  to  the  executive,  nor  more 
painful  to  the  senate,  than  that  in  which  it  occasionally  finds  it- 
self obliged  to  withhold  its  advice  and  consent  to  nominations 
made  by  the  president.  The  intent  and  design  of  the  constitution 
clearly  were,  whilst  it  left  him  free  to  exercise  his  uncontrolled 
judgment  in  official  nominations,  to  leave  the  senate  equally 
tree  and  independent  in  deciding  whether  its  advice  and  con- 
sent, in  any  particular  case,  ought  to  be  given  or  withheld. 
The  present  chief  magistrate  has  thought  proper  to  proscribe  all 
that  large  and  respectable  portion  of  his  fellow  citizens  who 
believed  it  their  duty  not  to  concur  in  his  elevation,  and  to  con- 
fine his  appointments  to  the  circle  of  his  supporters.  I’he  se- 
nate might  have  refused  to  lend  itself  to  the  enforcement  of 
such  an  intolerant  and  exclusive  rule;  but  it  has  not.  It  has 
never  rejected  any  nomination  upon  the  mere  ground  of  party 
predeliction.  It  has  only  expected  that,  in  selecting  individuals 
for  public  trust  and  employment,  from  among  his  own  sup- 
porters, the  president  would  present  to  its  consideration  such 
names  as  it  could  conscientiously  approve. 

Public  speculation  has  been  active  in  respect  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives;  and  his 
rejection,  which  has  taken  place,  was  not  unexpected.  The 
injunction  of  secrecy  is  now  removed,  to  a certain  extent;  and 
enough  is  disclosed  to  convince  the  public  that,  if  there  had 
been  a contrary  decision,  just  ground  of  complaint  and  surprise 
would  have  existed.  The  senate  felt  a reluctance  to  refuse  its 
concurrence  to  the  nomination  for  the  British  mission,  which 
has  been  so  long  vacant.  Of  all  foreign  powers,  there  is  not 
one  with  which  our  relations  of  commerce,  of  navigation,  and 
of  territory,  are  so  intimate  as  Great  Britain.  Such  is  their  va- 
riety, extent  and  importance,  that  there  is  not  a year,  nor  a 
day  of  any  year,  when  there  is  not  pending  at  the  couit  of  S«n 
James  some  transaction  demanding  the  presence  of  a minister 
of  the  first  grade.  It  is  more  tlian  two  years  since  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  were  represented  in  England  by  such  a 
minister.  Why  this  delay.?  If,  as  the  president  has  asserted, 
negotiations  were  broken  off  in  consequence  of  the  return  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  sent  out  without  the  previous  consent  and 
advice  of  the  senate,  why  have  they  been  allowed  so  long  to 
slumber?  Why  have  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  for  more 
than  two  years  past,  been  confided  to  the  inexperienced  hands 
of  a young  man  who,  a short  time  ago,  was,  (no  disparagement 
to  his  personal  merit),  a subordinate  clerk  in  the  department  of 
state?  It  is  scarcely  credible  that  a vow  of  sending  no  succes- 
sor to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  imputed  to  the  president  at  the  period  of 
his  rejection,  has  been  observed  by  him  until  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  break  it  by  Great  Britain  insisting  that  the  two  coun- 
tries should  he  reciprocally  represented  by  diplomatic  agents  of 
equal  grade.  It  will  be  seen,  in  the  sequel,  that  the  mysterious 
veil  is  partially  removed  by  the  disclosure  that,  for  upwards  of 
fifteen  months  past,  the  mission  to  England  has  been  kept  in 
abeyance,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson, 

It  is  well  known  that  some  senators,  who  compose  the  ma- 
jority of  the  senate,  without  laying  down  any  inflexible  rule  of 
exclusion,  as  to  the  appointment  of  members  of  congress  to  dis- 
tinguished stations,  in  ordinary  times,  believe  that  the  present 
chief  magistrate  has  pushed  his  patronage  to  an  extreme  limit 
in  the  halls  of  congress.  In  the  short  space  of  about  five  years, 
offices  have  been  bestowed  upon  those  who  were  members  of 
congress  at  the  respective  periods  of  their  appointment,  or 
within  one  year  preceding,  to  the  extraordinary  number  of  thir- 
teen senators,  and  twenty  five  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives.* This  number  exceeds  that  which  was  everap 
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Senators — William  Findlay,  Martin  Van  Buren,  John  IT. 
Eaton,  John  Branch,  John  MePher.-on  Berrien,  Loui?  McLane, 
John  Chandler,  Thomas  H.  Williams,  David  J.  Baker,  Edward 
Ijivingslon,  Levi  Woodbury,  Mahlon  Dickerson,  Powhatan  El- 
lis—13. 

Representatives — John  W"^.  Camplu  II,  Francis  Baylie.=,  Ro- 
bert S.  Garnett,  George  W.  Crump,  E.  F.  Tattnall,  John  Find- 


pointed  under  any  prior  administration  of  eight  years.  Nay, 
more;  it  is  believed  to  be  about  equal  to  the  number  ever  ap- 
pointed by  all  the  presidents  together  who  preceded  general 
Jackson.  The  offices  which  he  has  thus  conferred  on  mem- 
bers of  congress  embrace  every  description  of  trust  from  a se- 
cretary of  state  down  to  a collector  of  the  costoms,  a deputy 
postmaster,  and  a i lerk  at  Washington.  And  thi.<  profuse  exer 
cise  of  his  patronage  has  been,  after  a deliberate  condemnution 
of  the  practice  made  by  him  when  out  of  fiowcr,  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  his  own  state,  on  the  7ili  of  Octobe  r,  1825,  on  the  memo- 
rable occasion  Of  resigning  his  seat  as  a senator  of  the  U.  States, 
when  he  explicitly  declared  that,  if  “important  appointments 
continue  to  devolve  on  the  representatives  in  congress,  it  re- 
quires no  depth  of  thought  to  be  convinced  that  corruption  uill 
become  the  order  of  the  day;  and  that,  under  the  garb  of  coii- 
Ecieniious  sacrifices  to  establish  precedents  for  the  public  good, 
evils  of  serious  importance  to  the  freedom  and  prosperity  of  the 
republic  may  arise.  It  is  through  this  channel  that  the  people 
may  expect  to  be  attached  in  their  constitutional  sovereignty, 
and  where  tranny  may  be  apprehended  to  spring  up  in  some 
favorable  emergency.”  Witiiout  meaning  to  impute  to  the  pre- 
sident any  settled  design  to  overthrow  or  jeopard  the  liberties 
of  his  country,  it  must  be  admitted  that  those  predictions  are  of 
easiest  fulfilment  which  are  made  by  persons  possessing  means 
to  accomplish  them.  It  is  true  that  the  observations  of  general 
Jackson,  just  quoted,  were  made  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  a 
prohibitory  amendment  of  the  constitution.  But,  if  the  prac- 
tice of  appointing  members  of  congress  were  fraught  with  such 
danger,  in  his  judgment,  as  to  require  a solemn  interdiction  to 
be  engrafted  on  the  constitution,  surely  he  could,  in  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  duties  of  president,  conform  to  a rule  so  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  the  purity  of  our  institutions,  without 
waiting  for  the  tardy  and  uncertain  process  of  amendment* 
Washington  entertained  the  belief  that  no  man  ought  to  serve 
in  the  office  of  president  beyond  two  terms;  and,  by  voluntarily 
conforming  to  that  rule,  he  has  practically  remedied  a defect  in 
the  constitution,  and  given  an  illustrious  example  of  moderation 
and  forbearance,  from  which  no  one  of  liis  successors  has  hither- 
to ventured  to  depart. 

But  without  availing  itself  of  these  general  considerations,  the 
senate  found,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case  of  the 
ex-speaker  irresistible  reasons  for  the  rejection  of  his  nomina- 
tion. It  was  confidently  believed,  in  the  circles  here  and  else- 
where, for  more  than  twelve  months  past,  that  he  was  desig- 
nated for  the  British  mission.  No  one  doubted  it.  It  is  even 
known  that  his  reliance  upon  obtaining  the  appointment  was 
so  very  strong,  that  he  stated,  during  the  last  session  of  con- 
gress, that  he  would  never  again  he  a candidate  for  the  speaker’s 
chair.  What  must  the  astonishment  of  the  public  be  when  it 
learns  that  Mr.  Stevenson,  since  March,  1833,  has  had  in  his 
possession  an  official  assurance  from  the  secretary  of  state, 
written  confidentially,  on  the  15th  of  that  month,  with  the  ex- 
press authority  of  the  president,  that  he  was  to  be  appointed  to 
the  British  mission,  and  requesting  him  to  hold  himself  in  rea- 
diness to  proceed  on  it,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer! 
The  delay  in  filling  the  mission  now  stands  in  part  explained. 
Whether  he  had  any  previous  verbal  assurances  is  not  known. 
This  official  assurance  he  held,  when,  in  April  1833,  he  was  a 
candidate  to  represent  in  the  house  of  representatives  the  dis- 
trict embracing  the  metropolis  of  Virginia;  when,  in  December 
of  last  year,  he  was  a candidate,  contrary  to  his  prior  declara- 
tion, for  the  speaker’s  chair;  and,  when  the  bill  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  making  an  appropriation  (whilst  he 
was  in  the  chair)  of  an  outfit  for  himself  of  t|9,000,  with  an  an- 
nual salary  of  ^9,000  more.  If  the  fact  of  his  holding  such  a 
document  had  not  been  suppressed,  would  the  people  of  his 
district  have  elected  him  to  represent  them?  If  it  had  been 
known  to  the  house  that  he  possessed  a title  to  the  British  mis- 
sion, equivalent  to  a commission,  would  he  have  been  elected 
speaker?  The  fact  was  confidentially  concealed  from  all  but 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  the  late  speaker  himself,  the 
department  of  state,  and  such  as  received  the  secret  from 
them. 

To  explain  this  suspicious  transaction,  the  message  of  the 
president,  accompanying  Mr.  Livingston’s  letter,  states  that  the 
contingency  of  Great  Britain  consenting  to  open  a negotiation 
in  London,  which  was  expected,  did  not  arise,  hut  that  it  was, 
on  the  contrary,  commenced  at  Washington.  No  such  contin- 
gency is  contained  in  Mr.  Livingston’s  official  letter.  The  ap- 
pointment is  offered  unconditionally,  and,  as  in  such  cases  is 
customary,  Mr.  Stevenson  is  notified  when  lie  is  expected  to  de- 
part; that  is,  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  received  from  England, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer.  But  what  were  the 
negotiations?  Were  they  those  broken  off  by  Mr.  Van  Buren’s 
return?  Are  they  now  expected  to  be  open  in  London?  Is 
there  any  motive,  now  existing,  for  sending  a minister  to  Eng- 
land, which  did  not  exist  during  the  last  summer?  To  do  away 
the  effect  of  the  letter  of  Mr  Livingston,  a letter  from  Mr.  Rit- 
chie, editor  of  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  and  a letter  from  Mr. 
W.  B.  Lewis,  auditor,  &c.  containing  extracts  from  two  letters 
to  him,  addressed  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  were,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 


lav,  Samuel  D.  Ingham,  George  W.  Owen,  Thomas  P.  Moore, 
William  C.  Rives,  Selah  R.  Ilobbie,  Jeromus  Johnson,  John  G. 
Slower,  John  Randolph,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  James  W.  Ripley, 
John  Biddle,  Thomas  Irwin,  James  Buchanan,  Charles  G.  De 
Witt,  Hector  Craig,  Nicholas  D.  Coleman,  Joseph  Hammons, 
Wiley  Thompson,  Andrew  Stevenson,  John  Anderson — 25. 
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Slevenson,  presented  to  Uie  senate.  It  is  a matter  of  regret 
that  the  wliole  of  Mr.  Kitchie’s  two  letters,  instead  ol  extracts, 
were  not  produced,  and  that  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lewis  to  Mr. 
Uitchie  was  also  withheld.  The  production  of  the  enure  cor- 
respondence would  further  elucidate  this  mysterious  atlair;  and 
il  is  to  he  hoped  that  the  parties  will  yet  exliihit  it  to  the  public. 
Mr.  ritevenson  does  not  appear  to  have  returned  any  answer  to 
M r.  Livingston’s  coiiiniiinication.  In  lieu  of  such  an  answer, 
with  his  approbation,  Mr.  Ritchie  addres.sed  a letter  to  Mr. 
l.ievvis,  to  he  laid  before  the  president,  in  which,  alter  lauding  the 
president  1^  the  skies,  he  suggests  the  constitutional  scruples 
which  prevail  in  Virginia,  with  respect  to  sending  ministers 
abroad,  without  the  previous  concurrence  of  the  senate;  and 
expresses  a wish  that  it  may  not  be  done.  What  special  consi- 
derations were  urged  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  hir  the  postponement  of 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  case,  at  all  event.s,  until  the  assembling  of  the 
senate,  do  not  appear,  and  will  not  appear,  without  the  exhibi- 
tion of  the  whole  of  his  letter.  Mr,  Ritchie’s  iiiterfereiice  to  ar- 
rest an  unconstitutional  practice  of  the  president,  was  not  en- 
tirely successful.  Mr.  Livingston  was  sent  to  France,  in  sjiitc 
ofit,  irithe  recess  of  the  senate.  Rut,  then,  the  mam  part  of 
Mr.  Ritchie’s  negotiation,  the  postponement  of  Mr.  Stevenson’s 
appointment,  did  succeed. — Whatever  was  the  degree  of  urgen- 
cy for  the  departure  of  an  American  minister  to  the  English 
court,  it  was  .'iiade  to  yield  to  the  piivaie  wishes  of  Mr.  Steven- 
son, conveyed  through  the  imposing  organ  of  an  editor  of  a 
leading  newspaper. 

There  is  no  color  for  the  pretence  that  the  promise,  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Livingston,  was  not,  at  the  euiiimenceiiient  of 
the  present  session  of  congress,  a subsisting  and  binding  en- 
gagement. It  was  kept  alive  and  continued  through  the  agency 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Lewis.  The  president 
could  have  nominated  no  other  gentleman  than  Mr.  Stevenson, 
after  the  letter  of  Mr.  Livingston,  without  violating  his  own  as- 
surance. And  the  fact  of  his  nominating  Mr.  Stevenson  is  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  sense  which  he  himself  entertained  of  his 
obligation,  if  Mr.  Stevenson  really  wi-'^hed  to  recall  the  presi- 
dent to  a constitutional  pratiice,  in  conformity  with  the  doc- 
trines of  Virginia,  why  did  he  not  promptly  decline  the  profler- 
ed  appointment  upon  that  ground.^  if  he  did  not  desire  the  ap- 
poiirtment  to  be  kept  back  for  his  subsecpicnt  acceptance,  why 
did  he  employ  the  iiiHuoritial  agency  of  Mr. 'i'houias  Ritchie.^ 
We  know  that  the  president  did  not  share  his  constitutional 
scruples;  why,  therefore,  did  he  desire  the  unexampled  delay, 
in  sending  a minister  to  England,  to  be  further  prolonged.^ 

And  what  were  the  motives  which  induced  the  president  not 
only  to  postpone  the  nomination  until  the  cnmmcncement  of 
congress,  but  until  after  nearly  six  months  had  passed  away  of, 
perhaps,  the  most  eventful  session  which  has  ever  been  held 
under  the  present  constitution.?  Until  all  the  committees  were 
appointed  who  were  charged  with  an  investigation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  executive,  and  a majority  was  actually  secured,  in 
the  house,  to  approve  that  particular  measure  which  presents 
the  alternative  of  a subversion  of  the  constitution,  or  a subver- 
sion of  the  Jackson  party.?  It  is  difficult  to  search  into  the  mo- 
tives of  men.  Rut  there  is  no  hazard  in  asserting  that  the  pre- 
sident was  not  indifferent  to  the  success  of  that  leading  mea- 
sure of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites,  the  responsibility  of 
which  he  himself  assumed,  as  he  has  proclaimed  to  the  nation. 
Nor  that  Mr.  Speaker  Stevenson,  whilst  administering  the  du- 
ties of  the  chair,  could  not  be  unmindful  of  the  very  great  obli- 
gation under  which  the  president  had  placed  him. 

Whether  the  speaker  yielded  to  the  influence  of  the  tempta- 
tion, and  fulfilled  expectations  which  were  probably  entertain- 
ed by  the  president,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  inquire.  The 
acquisition  of  a splendid  mission  wa.s  within  bis  grasp,  in  the 
contingency  of  his  promoting  the  president’s  views,  as  the  cer- 
tain loss  of  it  was  the  inevitable  consequence  of  his  placing 
himself  in  an  attitude  of  opposing  them.  It  is  perfectly  notori- 
ous that,  by  his  adherence  to  particular  executive  measures,  he 
has  separated  himself  from  the  people  of  his  district,  and  the 
legislature  of  his  state.  It  is  also  well  known  that,  in  the  cast 
of  certain  important  committees,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the  or- 
dinary duties  of  presiding  officer  of  the  house,  he  has  excited 
much  dissatisfaction;  so  much,  that,  although  it  is  upwards  of 
three  weeks  since  he  resigned  the  chair,  the  house  has  not 
adopted  the  customary  vote  of  thanks. 

An  example  of  a more  direct,  daring,  and  dangerous  influence 
brought  to  bear,  in  a critical  period,  by  the  president,  upon  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  house  of  representatives,  cannot  well  be 
imagined.  And  if  the  senate  had  confirmed  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Stevenson,  all  further  resistance  to  the  appointment  of 
members  of  congress,  under  any  circumstances,  would  be  vain 
and  useless. 

The  whole  proceedings  of  the  senate,  so  far  as  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  has  been  removed,  are  now  submitted  to  the  public, 
which  will  draw  its  own  conclusions. 

EXECUTIVE  PROCEEDINGS  IN  SENATE. 

Journal  of  executive  proccedinos  of  the  senate  on  the  nomination 
of  Andrew  Stevenson  as  minister  to  Great  Britain. 
Thursday,  May  22,  1834.  The  following  message  was  re- 
ceived from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donel- 
son,  his  secretary: 

, Washington,  May  20,  18.34. 

I nominate,  to  the  senate  Andrew  Stevenson,  of'  Virginia,  to 
be  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiarv  to  Great 
Britain.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 


The  message  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
lations. 

Thursday,  June  12,1834.  Mr.  Wilkins,  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  nomination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson  coniained  in  the  message  of  the  22d  May, 
reported. 

Mr.  Cirri/ submitted  the  following  motion,  which  was  con- 
sidered by  mianiinmis  con.«ent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  'riiatthc  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
the  senate  a copy  of  the  first  official  communication  which  was 
made  to  Andrew  tfieverii-on,  ol  the  intention  of  the  president  to 
nominate  him  .as  ininisier  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extiaordi- 
nary  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Rritaiii  and  Ireland,  and 
his  answer  thereto: 

Friday,  June  13,  1834.  The  following  message  was  received 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelsoii,  his 
secretary: 

Washington,  June  13,  1834. 

To  the  senate: 

I have  this  day  received  a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  12th 
inslaiii,  requesting  me  to  eonimunicate  to  the  senate  a copy  of 
the  first  olficial  coiiiiiiunication  which  was  made  to  Andrew 
Stevenson,  of  the  intention  of  the  president  to  nominate  him 
as  a minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
United  Kingdom  of  G.-eat  Rritain  and  Ireland,  and  his  answer 
thereto. 

As  a compliance  with  this  resolution  might  be  deemed  an  ad- 
mission of  the  right  of  the  senate  to  call  upon  the  president  frir 
confideiiti.il  correspondence  of  this  description,  I consider  it 
proper  on  this  occasion  to  remark,  that  I do  not  ncknowledgc 
such  a right.  Rut,  to  avoid  misrepresentation,  1 herewith  trans- 
mit a copy  of  the  paper  in  question,  which  was  the  only  com- 
munication made  to  Mr.  Stevenson  on  the  subject. 

This  coiiimiiiiication  merely  intimated  the  intention  of  the 
president,  in  a particular  contingency,  to  offer  to  Mr.  Stevenson 
the  place  of  minister  to  the  court  of  St.  James;  and  as  the  nego- 
tiations to  w hich  it  refers  were  commenced  e.arly  in  April,  1833, 
in  this  city,  instead  of  London,  and  have  been  since  conducted 
here,  no  further  communication  was  made  to  him.  I have  no 
knowledge  that  an  answer  w.as  received  from  Mr.  Stevenson — 
none  is  to  be  found  in  the  department  of  state,  and  none  has 
been  received  by  me.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  message  was  read. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  nomination  of  Andrew 
Stevenson,  contained  in  the  message  ofthe22d  May;  and 
A Her  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 

The  senate  adjourned. 

[On  the  14lli,  20fh  and  23d  of  June  the  senate  resumed  th« 
consideration  of  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  and  laid  it 
on  the  table.] 

Tuesday,  June  24,  1834.  The  senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  noniination  of  Andrew  Stevenson;  and 

On  the  question  “will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson.?” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  22,  nays  23. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mangum — 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one  fifih  of  the  senators 
present: 

3'hose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Renton,  Rl.ack,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Frelinghiiysen, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of 
Georgia,  I.inn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallniadge,  Tipton, 
Tyler,  Wagganian,  Wliite,  Wilkins,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Cl.ay,  Cl.ayton,  Ewing, 
Kent,  KnighI,  Ijeigh,  Mangum,  Nandain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster.* 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson,  as  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  C/ay  siibniiticd  a motion  to  remove  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy from  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  on  the  nomination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson;  and  to  auihorise  copies  to  be  made  of  the 
same,  and  of  certain  papers  communicated  to  the  senate. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  amend  Ihe  same,  by  striking 
out  the  words  “the  letter  of  Thomas  Ritchie  to  Andew  Sti'ven- 
son,  the  letter  of  V\’m.  B.  Lew'is,  with  the  extracts  from  Tho- 
mas Ritchie’s  letters  therein  inclosed.” 

Il  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  16,  nays  23. 

On  motioti  by  Mr.  Forsyth — 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present: 

33iose  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane, 
Kitig,  of  Alabama,  King,  ol  Georsia,  Linn,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmailge,  Webster,  White,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — 

''The  reader  will  perceive  that  there  were,  on  the  vote  iti  the 
senate  on  Mr.  Stevenson's  nomination,  but  three  absentees,  viz; 
Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Bell,  ofNew  Hampshire,  and  Mr. 
McKean,  of  Pennsylvania.  I’lie  two  latter  had  left  the  city  for 
home,  havitig,  as  the  phiase  is,  paired  off.  [ATal.  Int. 
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Messrs.  Bibb,  C.-»lboun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Freluigauyseii,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  iVlangum,  Naudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Kobbins,  tiilsbee,  Ssiuith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swilt,  Toinlinson,  Waggainan. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  o>  ivir.  Forsyth,  to  amend  the  motion,  by  insert- 
ing alter  tlie  woid  ‘‘Sieveiiton,”  the  words  “and  the  debates.” 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  10,  nays  29. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Forsyth — 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  senators 
present: 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are — 

Messrs.  Brown,  Forsyth,  Hill,  Kane, Linn,  Morris,  Robinson, 
Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Wright. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  lleiidricks,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Naudain,  Poindex- 
ter, Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  Webster,  White. 

A further  amendment  having  been  proposed  and  adopted,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  tlie  injunction  of  secrecy  be  removed  from  the 
message  of  the  president  of  the  1.3th  of  June,  instant;  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  thereby  communicated,  the  letter  of  Thomas 
Ritchie  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  the  letter  of  William  B. 
Lewis,  with  the  extracts  of  Thomas  Ritchie’s  letters  therein  in- 
closed; winch  several  papers  were  introduced  by  one  of  the  se- 
nators from  Virginia,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Stevenson;  and  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of 
Andrew  Stevenson;  and  tliat  tlie  secretary  be  authorised  to 
give  copies  of  the  same  and  extracts  from  the  journal. 

Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr.  Stevenson. 
[Communicated  to  the  senate  in  the  president’s  message  of 
13th  June,  1834.] 

Department  of  state,  Washington,  I5th  March,  1833. 
Andrew  Stevenson,  esq. 

Sir:  I am  directed  by  tlie  president  to  inform  you,  confiden- 
tially, that  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  received  that  the  British 
government  consent  to  open  negotiations  with  this,  which  are 
daily  expected,  it  is  his  intention  to  ofTer  you  the  place  of  mi- 
nister plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  James;  and  he  requests 
that,  should  this  appointment  be  agreeable  to  you,  you  would 
bold  yourself  in  readiness  to  embark  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer. 

I congratulate  you,  sir,  on  this  mark  of  the  president’s  confi- 
dence, and  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 

* Sunday. 

My  dear  sir:  I have  just  received  yours,  and  am  sorry  to 
have  it  confirmed  that  you  have  been  so  sick;  but  I trust  that 
your  relief  from  the  labors  of  the  chair,  more  tranquillity,  and 
the  nursing  of  your  excellent  wife  will  soon  restore  you.  As 
for  myself,''my  accident  has  been  more  serious  than  my  friends 
at  a distance  have  expected.  It  was  but  three  or  four  days 
since  I could  turn  myself  on  my  bed,  or  sit  up;  and  now  I am 
lolling  in  an  easy  chair,  with  sore  limbs  and  a weak  head,  and 
I am  utterly  unable  to  attend  to  any  business.  I have  not  writ- 
ten a line  for  a newspaper,  except  my  hasty  card,  nor  a letter 
to  a friend,  save  a line  to  Harrison,  to  assure  my  daughter  of 
my  convalescence.  You  must,  therefore,  excuse  me  for  writ 
ing  you  at  this  time  so  brief,  and,  I fear,  so  illegible  a scrawl. 

I well  recollect  the  circumstances  to  which  you  refer.  When 
you  showed  me  the  note  of  Mr.  Livingston  we  had  a great  deal 
of  conversation  upon  the  subject.  Neither  of  us  regarded  the 
notice  in  the  light  of  an  appointment.  In  fact,  it  presented  it- 
self as  a mere  contingency,  and  we  considered  it  as  extremely 
doubtful  whether  or  when  you  would  be  appointed,  or,  if  at  all; 
for  if  the  British  declined  a negotiation,  it  seemed  to  be  the  pre- 
sident’s intention  to  make  no  nomination  at  all,  not  even  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  session  of  congress.  But  this  idea  struck  me, 
that  he  might  appoint  you,  in  case  the  contingency  happened 
during  the  recess,  and  not  send  you,  but  Mr.  Livingston  to 
France.  I suggested  that  these  appointments  ought  not,  and 
could  not  be  made  according  to  the  spirit  of  the' constitution, 
during  the  recess  of  the  senate.  You  promptly  and  cordially 
concurred  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  I then  determined  to 
write  to  a friend  in  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  this 
view  before  the  president  himseif.  You  approved  of  my  doing 
so;  and,  in  fact,  we  agreed  perfectly  in  the  course  that  ought  to 
be  taken.  We  determined  to  take  no  notice  of  Mr.  L’s  letter, 
to  act  yourself  as  if  no  such  letter  had  been  written;  that  it 
would  be  best  not  to  offer  to  accept  the  appointment  if  made  in 
the  summer,  and  to  wait  the  action  of  the  senate,  &c.  &c. 

The  answer  I received  from  Washington  quieted  my  fears  al- 
most entirely. 

I certainly  did  think  that  the  senate  ought  to  have  been  con- 
sulted, both  about  the  mission  to  London  and  Paris,  unless 
gome  of  those  very  extraordinary  emergencies  might  occur, 
which  baffled  all  calculation,  and  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen during  the  prior  session  of  congress. 

I trust,  my  dear  sir,  that  the  anxieties  of  your  friends  in  Vir- 
ginia will  he  removed  in  a few  days  by  your  confirmation.  In- 
deed, I can  scarce  permit  myself  to  entertain  a doubt  about  the 
result. 


‘postmarked  June  15,  (1834.)— Nat.  Int. 


Let  me  press  upon  you,  in  the  meantime,  what  my  frienda 
prescribe  to  myself,  to  keep  quiet,  avoid  all  excitement,  and 
take  care  of  yourself.  I will  write  soon.  Yours,  sinceiely, 

T.  RI'l’CHlE. 

.Andrew  Stevenson,  esq.  late  speaker  of  the  H.  of  R. 

Wm.  B.  Lewis  to  ,dndrew  Stevenson. 

Washington,  June  21,  1834. 

Dear  sir;  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received,  and  I 
will  answer  it  with  pleasure. 

In  March,  1833,  I received  from  Mr.  Ritchie  two  letters,  in 
which,  among  other  subjects,  he  expressed  his  views  on  the 
question  of  appointing  foreign  ministers  during  the  recess  of  the 
senate.  They  were  written,  as  it  appears,  with  your  know- 
ledge, and  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Living- 
ston, to  you,  communicating  the  fact  that,  upon  the  happening 
of  a certain  contingency,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  president 
to  offer  you  an  appointment  abroad.  Of  this  letter  (Mr.  Living- 
ston’s) I was  informed,  but  never  saw  it.  As  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Ritchie  embrace  other  subjects,  1 do  not  feel  authorised  to  fur- 
nish the  originals,  but  I cheerfully  send  the  enclosed  extracts 
which  relate  to  the  mission  to  England.  You  are  at  liberty  to 
use  these  extracts  in  any  manner  you  may  deem  proper.  In 
my  reply  to  those  letters  in  the  spring  of  1833,  (having  preserv- 
ed no  copy),  I have  a distinct  recollection  that  I assured  Mr. 
Ritchie  that  I had  no  doubt  all  idea  of  making  the  appointment, 
as  intimated  in  Mr.  Livingston’s  letter,  had  been  abandoned,  in 
consequence  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  minister,  and  the  pro- 
bability of  the  negotiation  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Livingston  in  his 
letter  to  you,  being  opened  and  carried  on  in  Washington.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  my  letter  alone  to  which  Mr.  Ritchie  alludes, 
as  quieting  his  fears,  in  his  recent  letter  to  you,  which,  by  your 
permission,  I saw  and  read.  1 am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

W.  B.  LEWIS. 

To  Stevenson,  esq. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Ritchie’s  letters,  accompanying  W.  B.  L’s  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Stevenson. 

I am  about  to  address  you  on  a subject  which  has  caused 
much  speculation  among  our  friends,  and  great  uneasiness  in 
ray  own  bosom.  I speak  to  you  as  a friend,  and  without  the 
slightest  reserve.  The  papers  have  recently  spoken  of  a batch 
of  appointments,  which  the  president  is  about  to  make,  embrac- 
ing the  two  highest  missions  to  European  courts,  and  the  two 
highest  seats  in  his  cabinet.  I have  conversed  freely  with  our 
friend  Stevenson  upon  them,  and  I have  this  day  communicat- 
ed to  him  my  intention  to  write  to  you,  and  to  lay  before  you 
my  own  views  of  the  matter. 

We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  general  Jack- 
son.  We  have  no  idea  that  he  would  arrogate  to  himself  new 
powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. His  generous  ambition  has  been  fully  satisfied!  He  has 
nothing  more  to  ask  of  his  country  than  her  verdict  of  approba- 
tion when  he  lays  down  the  high  and  ditficull  office  with  which 
he  is  intrusted!  We  all  know  it,  and  every  candid  individual 
admits  it!  We  believe  that  the  course  he  may  pursue  will  be 
with  a single  eye  to  the  public  interests.  But  while  we  dismiss 
all  apprehensions  that  he  will  designedly  abuse  his  authority, 
we  wish,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  should  do  no  act  which  may 
be  plead,  hereafter,  by  an  unworthy  successor,  in  justification 
of  his  acts!  In  this  last  term  of  his  administration,  we  wish  to 
see  no  precedent  set,  which  may  be  perverted  in  future  times: 
we  desire  it  on  our  own  account,  as  well  as  that  of  our  coun- 
try! We  wish  to  see  his  administration  set  in  glory;  and  we 
wish  to  see  our  country  benefited,  in  all  time  to  come,  by  his 
pure  example!  But  this  cannot  be,  if  any  error  should  be  com- 
mitted against  principle,  even  from  the  best  of  motives;  if  any 
authority  should  be  assumed  which  does  not  fairly  helong  to 
him,  or  even  if  any  doubtful  power  should  be  exercised  upon 
any  delicate  branch  of  the  constitution.  His  high  popularity 
would  only  make  it  more  current. 

One  of  the  highest  powers  which  attaches  to  the  executive, 
is  that  of  appoiiitiiient;  over  its  exercise  is  accordingly  thrown, 
and  wisely  thrown,  the  check  of  concurrence  by  the  senate. 

Now,  sir,  doubts  do  exist  whether  the  vacancy  in  the  mis- 
sions to  London  and  Paris  did  not  originally  occur  during  the 
recess  of  the  senate.  Secondly,  whether  the  vacancy  does  not 
still  exist;  and  thirdly,  whether  it  ought  now  to  be  filled  with- 
out a consultation  with  the  senate. 

It  is,  then,  respectfully  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  call  the  senate  together  and  lay  the  nominations  before  them? 
Where  is  the  objection?  1st.  The  expense  of  ^50,000?  Who 
cares  for  that  sum  compared  with  the  preservation  of  a great 
constitutional  principle?  The  inconvenience  to  the  members! 
They  ought  to  be  the  last  to  complain,  when  the  desire  is  to 
preserve  their  rights  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion.  3d.  The 
senate  is  not  full;  a member  is  wanting  in  Pennsylvania,  one  in 
Tennessee,  and,  I believe,  a third  in  Mississippi.  But  cannot 
the  executive  of  those  states  make  a temporary  appointment? 

I understand,  from  unquestionable  authority,  that has 

said  a majority  of  the  senate  were  prepared  to  negative  any 
nomination  which  was  not  made  in  the  strictest  regard  to  the 
senate’s  rights. 

To  one  who  has  thought  so  much  on  this  subject  as  you  have 
done,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  develop  all  the  details  of  my 
opinions.  Do  inform  me  of  as  much  as  you  may  be  at  liberty 
to  communicate,  and  put  my  mind  at  ease  about  it,  8ic. 
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{JC5=The  intervention  of  the  great  national  holiday,  has 
somewhat  aftected  the  contents  of  the  present  number — ■ 
but  it  will  be  found  well  filled  with  reading  matter,  and 
articles  for  reference. 

The  address  of  the  postmaster  general  is  laid  oft'  for 
our  next — and  it  is  probable  that  its  insertion  will  com- 
mand a place  for  other  things  in  reply;  for  both  sides 
must  be  fairly  presented. 

The  adjournment  of  congress  took  place  on  Monday, 
as  agreed  upon.  We  have  carried  out  the  journal  of 
proceedings  at  considerable  lengtli,  and  added  a list  of 
the  acts  passed;  and  shall  go  on  to  bring  up  the  arrear- 
ages in  documents,  speeches,  &c.  as  rapidly  as  we  can, 
while  yielding  some  room  to  other  matters  of  interest, 
which  have  latterly  been  much  neglected. 

Among  the  latest  proceedings  of  the  senate,  was  the 
confirmation  of  the  following  nominations: 

Of  John  Forsyth,  a senator  in  congress,  as  secretary  of 
state,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  J^IcLane,  resigned. 

Of  WilUam  Wilkins,  a senator  in  congress,  as  minister 
to  Russia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  who  held  that 
appointment,  but  had  not  yet  proceeded  on  his  mission. 

Of  Humphrey  If.  Leavitt,  a representative  in  congress 
from  Ohio,  to  be  district  judge  of  the  U.  S.  in  that  slate, 
in  the  place  of  Tappan  rejected,  who  had  temporarily 
held  the  office,  vacated  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Campbell. 

Of  Levi  Woodbury,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  vice 
Taney,  rejected. 

Oi  JVlahlon  Dickerson,  to  be  secretary  of  the  navy, 
vice  Woodbury,  transferred  to  the  treasury  department. 

Of  Richard  Pollard,  of  Virginia,  to  be  charge  des 
affaires  of  the  United  States  to  Chili. 

Of  William  Hunter,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  charge  des 
affaires  at  Rio  Janeiro. 

All  these  high  appointments,  as  well  as  many  others, 
appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  senate  with  much  una- 
nimity— though  the  nomination  of  Messrs.  Taney  and 
Stevenson  had  been  rejected  for  reasons  which,  to  the 
majority,  seemed  sufficient. 

No  other  nomination  was  made  of  a minister  to  Eng- 
land— and  we  suppose  that  that  |>Iace  must  necessarily 
remain  vacant — as  the  vacancy  did  not  happen  in  the 
recess  of  congress. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  to  be  secretary  of 
the  navy,  though  altogether  unexpected,  will,  no  doubt, 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  public.  It  is  said  that  he  was 
named  to  set  aside  two  who  claimed  it — to  wit,  Mr.  Wil- 
kijis,  of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Sutherland,  of  the  house. 

An  idle  report,  to  subserve  some  particular  purposes, 
has  been  sent  out,  that  Mr.  JVIcLane  resigned  the  place, 
of  secretary  of  state,  under  a supposition  that  his  nomi- 
nation would  not  be  confirmed.  Such  a notion  had  no 
influerice  over  his  resignation,  and,  had  his  nomination 
been  sent  up,  it  would  have  been  confirmed  without  a di- 
vision. 

Within  the  period  of  a year  or  thereabouts,  we  have 
had — 

Three  secretaries  of  state — Messrs.  Livingston,  Me 
Lane  and  Forsyth. 

Four  secretaries  of  the  treasury — Messrs  McLane, 
Duane,  I'aney  and  Woodbury. 

One  secretary  of  war — Mr.  Cass. 

Two  secretaries  of  the  navy — Messrs.  Woodbury  and 
Dickerson. 

Two  attorney  generals — Messrs.  Taney  and  Butler. 

Some  fifteen  years  ago,  when  complaining  to  an  old 
friend  and  member  of  congress  of  the  long  sessions  of 
that  body,  held  at  so  large  an  exi»euse — he  retorted  pret- 
ty sharply,  and  reproved  us  for  a want  of  reflection  on 
that  subject.  He  said  that  no  money  drawn  from  the 
treasury  was  so  profitably  expended  for  the  public  good 
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as  that  api)ropriated  for  the  legislative  department. 
W hile  w’e  are^  in  session,  said  he,  all  persons  are  careful 
in  their  handlings  of  the  people’s  money,  and  cautions  in 
other  proceedings  of  high  importance,  using  the  power 
confided  under  an  apprehension,  that  they  may  be  sud- 
denly “brought  up;”  and  he  went  on  to  state  certain  cases 
to  illustrate  his  opinions,  that  made  us  almost  ready  to 
suppose  that  the  people’s  interest  would  be  best  subserv- 
ed if  the  sessions  of  congress  w ere  per[)ttual,  w ith  brief 
recesses  now  and  then  to  afford  the  members  an  opportu- 
nity of  mixing  with  their  constituents,  to  acquire  a more 
sure  knowledge  of  their  w ishes  and  wants! 

On  the  principles  above  stated,  and  to  carry  out  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  just  alluded  to,  the  ap])'ointment 
of  committees  to  act  in  the  recess,  may  be  highly  useful, 
and  truly  economical.  At  any  rale,  the  experiment  is 
about  to  be  tried — 

The  post  office  committee  of  the  senate  (Mr.  Southard 
being  put  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Clayton),  will  sit  in  the  re- 
cess, as  well  as  a committee  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives on  the  same  subject;  but  each  committee  will  act 
for  its  own  body,  only,  in  this  case — 

The  committee  of  finance  of  the  senate  is  charged  with 
a looking  to  the  care  of  the  public  money,  in  the  recess— 

And  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on 
public  lands,  will  continue  his  investigations  of  the  affairs 
of  the  land  office. 

The  vote  in  the  senate,  on  the  borrowings  of  the  post- 
master general,  is  one  of  the  most  decisive  and  remarka- 
ble tilings  on  the  journal  of  that  body.  All  present— 4l 
members,  recorded  their  names  in  reprobation  of  his 
acts — and,  had  th«  senate  been  full,  the  vote  would  have 
had  the  same  unanimity;  for  it  is  imjiossible  that  such  a 
proceeding,  by  the  head  of  any  department,  can  be  allow- 
ed. The  whole  amount  of  Mr.  Barry’s  borrowed  money 
is  some  500  or  600  thousand  dollars.*  This  large  sum 
bears  an  interest,  while  the  public  money,  deposited  in 
the  banks,  yields  none.  When  w ill  tliese  debts  be  naid? 
But  ought  not  congress  to  have  forbidden  the  payment  of 
them,  in  a due  regard  to  the  public  service,  unless  out  of 
surplus  moneys  earned  in  the  department?  But  that 
might,  in  some  degree,  have  sanctioned  those  borrow- 
ings! What  is  to  be  the  result?  We  think  we  have 
seen  it  stated  that  a certain  contractor  had  flatly  refused 
to  carry  the  mail  any  longer,  unless  paid  according  to 
his  contract — and  we  learn  that  deferred  claims  have 
sickened  the  hearts  of  many ! And  in  the  senate,  on  the 
llth  ult.  the  follow  ing  proceedings  were  had— 

Mr.  Ewing  said,  he  had  received  a petition  which  he 
hesitated  to  present,  in  consequence  of  its  wanting  the 
signature  of  the  petitioner.  It  was  inclosed  in  a letter 
signed  by  him;  and,  if  it  w'ere  in  order,  he  would  present 
it;  if  not,  he  would  not  press  its  presentation. 

The  president.  If  it  be  referred  to  in  the  letter  it  is 
in  order. 

IMr.  Ewing.  It  is  so  referred  to.  The  petitioner, 

Van  Horne,  "is  a citizen  of  Indiana,  but  as  his  petition  re- 
lates to  the  business  of  the  post  office,  I presume  he  has 
sent  it  to  me  as  a member  of  that  committee.  The  pe- 
titioner states  that  he  is  a contractor  to  carry  the  mail 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  at  $175  a year;  that  he 
has  faithfully  performed  the  service  since  that  time;  that 
he  is  a poor  man,  with  a large  family  to  maintain;  that 
he  was  in  debt  at  the  time  he  commenced  his  contract, 
and  much  more  deeply  now;  that  he  has  devoted  his  time 
to  the  performance  of  his  duty;  a?id  that  he  has  never 
received  one  dollar  of  his  compensation.  He  states  that 
he  has  applied,  in  every  way  known  to  him,  for  his  quar- 

*We  see  the  following  amounts  given — 

Horrowed,  - - 451,000 

Over-drawn,  190,000 


641,000 
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terly  payments,  and  especially  through  the  member  of  con- 
gress from  the  district;  that  on  the  24th  of  April,  he  re- 
ceived from  the  department  two  draughts,  for  ten  dollars 
each,  on  two  postmasters,  one  residing  35  and  the  other 
60  miles  from  his  place  of  residence,  and  that  their  collec- 
tion will  cost  full  one-third  of  their  amount;  and  he  says 
he  considers  his  case  the  harder,  as  he  has  always  been  a 
strong  supporter  of  gen.  Jackson,  who  undertook,  when 
he  came  into  office,  to  reform  all  abuses.  I move,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  petition  be  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 

The  petition  was  referred. 

The  debates  in  the  senate,  on  the  business  and  con- 
cerns of  the  general  post  office,  have  been  of  lofty  and 
thrilling  interest — whether  in  the  attack  or  defence. 
But  the  former,  by  Messrs.  Clayton,  Eu'ing,  Southard, 
and  others,  has  seldom,  if  ever  been  excelled  for  the  en- 
ergy  and  power  with  which  it  was  made;  while  the  lat- 
ter, by  Messrs.  Grundy,  Forsyth,  and  others,  displayed 
much  ingenuity  and  tact,  in  parrying  the  blows  of  the 
adverse  party.  We  must  give  some  of  these  speeches, 
on  both  sides. 

We  are  placed  in  “a  straight  betwixt  two”  in  conse- 
quence of  the  publications  of  several  persons,  disavow- 
ing the  justice  of  certain  charges  preferred  against  them, 
in  the  report  proper  of  the  post  office  committee  of  the 
senate.  Now,  as  we  published  also  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee,  vindicating  or  excusing  the 
proceedings  of  the  department — and  as  the  majority  of 
the  committee  cannot  have  a present  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing a i-eply  to  the  publications  alluded  to,  if  it  is  right 
that  they  should,  we  are  placed  in  this  “straight  betwixt 
two,”  and  at  some  loss  to  decide  on  the  equitable  course 
that  ought  to  be  pursued^ — ^for  in  all  matters  of  this  kind 
we  desire  to  present  both  sides  fairly. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  see  it  mentioned 
that  the  postmaster  general  has  addressed  himself  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  vindication  of  his  conduct. 
Fhat  must,  of  course,  have  a place.*  But  it  will  be  seen 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  senate,  that  every  member  re- 
corded his  name  in  rejection  of  an  important  part  of  Mr. 
JBarr'y's  management — the  borrowing  of  money,  “on  his 
own  responsibility,”  which,  indeed,  cannot  be  excused, 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  being  considered. 


cession  from  Virginia,  and  when  the  canal  connecting  U with 
the  lake  shall  be  completed,  a vast  commerce  will  be  carried 
on  not  only  by  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Init  by  remoter  parts  of  the 
country;  indeed  already  is  tlie  river  navigable  500  miles  by 
steamboats. 

From  the  same  of  Wednesday — 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark  that,  at  the  session 
of  congress  which  has  just  closed,  the  house  of  representatives 
passed,  favorably  or  unfavorably,  upon  every  bill  which  had 
passed  the  senate.  We  are  now  enabled  to  say,  that  the  sen- 
ate also,  before  its  adjournment,  passed  upon  every  hill  sent  to 
it  by  the  house  of  representatives.  The  fact  is  evidence  of 
great  exertion  at  the  close  of  a session,  the  creater  part  of 
which  was  not  distinguished  by  particular  indtisliy  or  assiduity. 
From  this  last  remark,  of  course,  must  be  excepted  those  indi- 
viduals in  each  house  whose  devotion  to  public  business  was 
laborious  and  unceasing.  We  could  particularize,  if  to  do  so 
would  not  Justly  be  deemed  invidious. 

Mr.  McLane,  it  is  understood,  will  return  to  Wil- 
mington, with  his  family,  and  Mr.  Taney  to  Baltimore. 

A New  York  paper  says — that  Mr.  Bryant,  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  bear  despatches  to  France.  The  editor  of  the 
Worcester  Republican  has  been  appointed  post  master  of 
that  pleasant  town,  and  one  of  the  establishers  of  the  Re- 
publican has  received  an  appointment  at  the  Boston  cus- 
tom house,  w’orth  $3,700  per  annum! 

The  Augusta  Chronicle  publishes  a reply  from  Mr. 
W.  J.  Duane,  to  a letter- which  he  had  i*ecently  received 
fi’om  Augusta,  and  addressed  by  the  gentlenren,  “whose 
suggestion  induced  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle  to  nomi- 
nate Mr.  D.  for  the  presidency.”  Mr.  Duane  says  in 
relation  to  it: 

‘‘I  am  tire  son  of  an  American,  but  I am  not  myself ‘a  natural 
born  citizen,  or  a citizen  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.’  My  father  was  taken  by  his  surviving  parent, 
from  America  to  Ireland,  prior  to  the  revolution;  he  did  not  re- 
turn until  after  the  adoption  of  the  constitution:  in  the  interval 
I M'as  born,  and  spent  a few  of  my  early  years  in  Ireland,  con- 
sequently, if  I had  the  presumption  to  think  of  entering  the 
door  to  which  you  point,  I should  find  it  constitutionally  shut 
against  me.” 

Cobhett,  who  is  a great  pet  and  favorite  with  some  of 
the  new-made  “democrats,” recently  said' — 

“I  am  ofopinion  that  the  printing  and  publishing  of  the  Bible, 
has  done  a great  deal  of  mischief  in  the  world.” 


The  injunction  of  secrecy  being  removed,  we  learn 
that  the  follow  ing  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  nomi- 
nation of  Mr.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

For  confirming — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Morris,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White, 
Wilkins,  Wright. 

Against  confirming — Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Claytoii,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Mangiim,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  do  not  advise  and  consent  to  the 
appointment  of  Roger  B.  Taney,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  Tuesday  says — 

The  president  approved,  we  believe,  all  the  bills  passed  by 
the  two  houses  at  the  recent  session  of  congress,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  bill  making  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  to  remove 
certain  obstructions  from  the  channel  of  the  river  Wabash. 
This  bill  the  president  holds  under  advisement,  stating  in  a 
message  to  the  house,  that  he  has  strong  doubts  whether  he  can 
approve  the  bill  consistently  with  his  opinions  of  the  powers  of 
the  government. 

If  we  had  not  lost  the  faculty  of  being  surprised  at  any  execu- 
tive notion,  we  confess  that  we  should  feel  not  a little  at  the 
scruples  expressed  in  regard  to  this  hill;  for  the  president  has 
not  only  signed  bills  appropriating  money  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Hudson  river,  and  the  Cumberland  river,  in  Tennessee; 
but  the  United  States  have  heretofore  appropriated  700,000 
acres  of  public  lands,  worth  perhaps  two  millions  of  dollars,  to 
connect  the  navigation  of  this  very  Wabash  river  with  the  Lake 
Michigan,  which  appropriation  will  be  rendered  in  a great  mea- 
sure useless  for  the  want  of  the  small  sum  of  $20,000  necessary 
to  remove  an  obstruction  from  the  channel  of  the  river.  Be- 
sides, the  Wabash  wtis  made  a national  highway  by  the  act  of 

♦Having  looked  over  this  address  we  feel  relieved  of  the 
seeming  difficulty  in  which  we  were  placed— for  Mr.  Barry 
liimself  freely  uses  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  publications  allud- 
^ to. 


Among  the  deaths  at  Charleston,  we  notice  that  of  the 
venerable  Solomon  Legare,  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers 
and  hardest  fighters  in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years. 

The  Cumberland  road  bill  has  been  approved  hy  the 
president,  and  became  a law.  It  appropriates  $200,000 
for  continuing  the  road  in  Ohio,  $150,000  for  Indiana, 
and  $100,000  for  Illinois — $450,000  in  all. 

The  further  sum  of  $300,000  is  appropriated  for  re- 
pairs of  the  road  on  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  and  to, carry 
into  effect  the  laws  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. When  that  amount  is  exhausted,  the  act  directs 
the  road  to  be  surrendered  to  the  states  within  which  it 
lies — the  United  States  to  be  discharged  from  all  further 
liabilities  for  repairs. 

A large  number  of  steamboats  are  now  plying  on  lake 
Erie,  and  many  new  ones  will  soon  be  afloat,  some  of 
which  are  of  a very  large  size.  The  greater  part  of  the 
shores  of  this  lake  was  inhabited  by  Indians  previous  to 
the  war  of  1812. 

The  .spirit  of  improvement  is  handsomely  at  work  in 
Virginia— very  liberal  subscriptions  have  been  made 
by  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  the  bank  of  Virginia,  to 
carry  on  the  James  river  and  Kanawha  improvement. 
The  first  took  4,000  and  the  last  5,000  shares  of  the 
stock. 

In  a late  debate  in  the  British  house  of  Commons, 
much,  and  well  deserved, credit  is  given  to  Mr.  Gurney, 
for  his  success  in  effecting  locomotion  by  steani,  on  com- 
mon roads — for  which,  indeed,  the  world  is  greatly  his 
debtor;  but  we  wish  to  remind  our  readers  that  our  own 
countryman,  Oliver  Evans,  was  the  first  man  who  sug- 
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gested  the  use  of  steam  power  for  causing  locomotion  on 
common  roads,  and  tlie  first  also  wlio  actually  used  it  to 
give  locomotion  to  heavy  bodies  on  land.  Had  Mr. 
£van8  not  been  rendered  almost  misanthropic  by '' Iiat 
he,  (as,  we  thought,  erroneously),  believed  was  the  injus- 
tice and  ingratitude  of  the  public,  we  are  of  opinion  that 
a discovery,  made  by  him,  as  to  the  application  of  steam 
power,  would  liave  been  [)rocIaimed,  which,  even  at  this 
dav,  would  be  regarded  wonderful;  but  he  trequenlly 
told  the  writer  of  this  paragraph  that  it  should  be  carried 
with  himself  to  the  grave,  and  so  we  suj»pose  that  it  was — 
notwithstanding  tlie  repeated  remonstrances  of  those  of 
Jiis  friends  who  had  full  faith  in  his  assertions,  w ith  re- 
gard to  this  njatler. 

Vast  quantities  of  coal,  the  produce  of  the  mines  of 
Pennsylvania,  are  descending  to  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  by  the  canals  and  rail  roads.  'I’he  price  is  very 
low,  and  noto  is  the  time  to  lay'  in  supplies  of  this  fuel; 
but  the  scarcity'  of  money  prevents  it,  and  the  mines  <lo 
not  employ  near  so  many  workmen  as  they  might,  at 
tl>is  season  of  the  year.  The  same  remarks  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  bituminous  coal  mines  of  Virginia,  in  which 
state  many'  new  deposites  of  coal  have  been  recently  dis- 
covered, in  Goochland,  Powhatan,  8cc. 

A rail  road  is  now  making  from  I^ondon  to  Bir- 
mingham, a distance  of  109  miles.  Robert  Stephen- 
son is  appointed  chief  engineer.  The  cost  is  estimated 
at  £3,000,000. 

The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  iron 
manufacture  in  western  Pennsylvania,  is  made  in  a pri- 
vate letter  to  the  editor  of  the  “National  Intelligencer,” 
dated  Union  Town,  May'  29— 

About  eight  months  .ngo  we  put  in  opemtion  our  steam  forge 
and  furn.ice,  &c.  at  no  small  expense.  We  did  not  hesitate  to 
give  notice  to  hands  that  they  would  find  employment  and 
liberal  wages.  In  a short  time  our  stock  increased,  business 
went  on  smoothly,  and  we  were  giving  employment  to  about 
100  hands,  and  thought  nothing  of  shipping  100  tons  of  bloom 
iron  to  market  at  once,  getting  our  money  in  return  at  a fair 
price,  say  $77  50  to  $80.  We  made  conlr.acts  for  ore  and  coal 
to  a considerable  amount,  not  anticipating  so  sudden  a change; 
but,  to  ourgreat  surprise,  in  otferingour  spring  lot, no  more  than 
§65  could  be  had,  and,  unfortunately  for  us,  some  depreciated 
paper.  We  have  ordered  our  men  to  return  their  tools — we  can 
no  longer  employ  them;  hundreds  of  applications  have  since 
been  made,  willing  to  be  employed  for  any  thing.  We  are  now 
blowing  up  our  stock,  what  to  do  with  it  we  know  not.  The 
last  lot  sent  to  Pittsburgh  would  not  sell  at  any  price.  Unless 
some  change  speedily  lakes  place,  the  puffing  of  the  steam,  the 
sound  of  the  hammers,  and  the  hum  of  business,  will  be  hush- 
ed in  silence,  and  my  old  hands,  that  have  grown  up  with  me 
at  the  business,  scattered  I know  not  where.  This  experiment 
has  not  cost  me  less  than  six  to  eight  thousand  dollars  already, 
and  perhaps  another  year’s  loss  of  business. 

A large  four  story  store  and  ware  house.  No.  271 
Pearl  street.  New  York,  with  a chief  part  of  its  valuable 
contents,  was  destroy'ed  by  fire  on  Tuesday  morning  last. 
When  the  fire  was  nearly  over,  and  all  that  remained  to 
be  done  was  to  prevent  afresh  breaking  out  of  the  flames, 
the  walls  fell,  and  nearly  buried  six  of  the  firemen.  Two 
were  killed,  but  the  other  four,  though  much  injured, 
wonderfully  escaped  with  life.  It  is  alleged  that  if  the 
walls  of  this  house  had  been  honestly'  built,  this  calamity 
would  not  have  happened.  Indeed,  some  of  the  modern- 
built  houses  may  well  be  called  traps  to  kill  firemen.  It 
is,  however,  the  duty  of  the  officers  of  the  fire  compa- 
nies, to  prevent,  if  they  can,  (as  we  ourselves  have  done 
more  than  once),  their  fellow  members  from  at  all  en- 
tering job-built  houses,  if  on  fire — for  the  preservation  of 
property  only.  Let  the  property  go. 

The  boiler  of  one  of  the  locomotives  on  the  Harloem 
rail  road  (New’  York),  exploded  on  the  29th  ult.  and  kill- 
ed a passenger.  The  engineer,  w'e  had  like  to  have  said, 
unhappily  escaped  with  life,  but  was  considerably  injur- 
ed. 

A man  would  have  been  thought  insane,  a few  years 
ago,  if  suggesting  the  fact  stated  below,  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Star.  But  we  have  seen  enough  in  the 
last  40  years  to  make  us  almost  ready  to  charge  insanity 


on  the  minds  of  those  who  fix  limits  to  the  progress  of 
scientific  power — 

Raising  and  removing  brick  houses,  is  a business  very 
snccessfullv  c.arried  on  in  this  city,  and  is  a great  curiosi- 
ty' in  a scientific  point  of  view.  Carrying  back  a large 
five  story  fire  proof  store  ten  feet,  or  making  a brick 
house  face  another  street,  would  at  one  time  have  been 
considered  an  exli-aorditiary'  undei  taking.  We  were  ad- 
miring the  ease  ami  securitv  w ith  w hich  the  handsome 
two  story  brick  house,  210  Bowery,  was  raised  by’ screws 
and  blocks  to  a height  so  as  to  enable  the  owner  to  build 
another  story  under  it,  and  when  completed  it  will  be  a 
substantial  three  story  house.  The  raising  of  this  brick 
house  was  done  by  (ieo.  Bakew  tll,  177  Elizabeth  street, 
and  not  a wall  was  cracked  or  a timber  out  of  place. 

The  present  crops  of  w heat  and  rye  are  good.  The 
deficiency  of  the  last  was  considerable.  At  Kanawha 
Salines,  in  the  west,  flour  was  recently'  sold  for  $6  50 
the  barrel;  and  corn,  in  Georgia,  at  125  cents  per  bushel. 

The  last  year’s  crop  of  grain  was  rather  short,  and, 
w ith  the  embarrassed  state  of  trade  at  New  Orleans,  has 
caused  an  arrival  at  Wheeling,  as  noticed  below,  which 
is  called  ‘^'■something  tierc:” 

Whcelins,  Jtine  21.  A stennibnnt  arrived  here  a few’ days 
aco  from  Cincinnati,  loaded  with  flour,  bacon  and  whiskey.  A 
lar"e  quantity  of  oats  has  likewise  been  brought  here  from  the 
same  place.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  much  more  wheal  ami 
flour  ill  this  neijiliborhood  than  will  be  required  for  home  con- 
sumption, blit  is  principally  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  hold- 
ing It  back  with  the  expectation  of  receiving  higher  prices. 

The  Washington  (Pa.)  Reporter  of  the  24th  ult.  says: 
“The  opeiations  in  the  wool  business  have  been  quite 
brisk  for  the  last  two  or  three  days — large  purchases 
have  been  made  at  a considerable  advance  upon  former 
prices.  The  clip  of  our  best  flocks  is  selling  at  fifty-five 
cents,  and  the  next  quality',  at  fifty  cents.” 

And  on  this  subject  the  Northampton  (Mass.)  Courier 
says:  “If  our  wool-growing  friends  have  a fair  price  of- 
fered for  the  new  clip,  instead  of  unwisely  holding  on 
expecting  better  ones,  we  should  say  by  all  means,  sell 
it.  A letter  from  an  experienced  wool  grower,  in  Berk- 
shire, says  that  large  quantities  of  foreign  wool  are  in  the 
market,  a great  amount  of  the  domestic  article  has  been 
forced  off  by  men  who  wanted  the  avails,  that  many  ma- 
nufactories have  stopped,  and  others  have  curtailed  busi- 
ness, and  that  no  good  reasons  now  exist  for  believing 
that  wool  will  rise  in  value  rather  than  diminish  this 
fall.  The  dissolution  of  congress  -without  doing  any 
thing  to  settle  the  currency  or  the  political  affairs  of  the 
country,  is  almost  itulubilahle  evidence  of  all  this.” 

The  Lancaster,  (Pa. ) Journal  says  that  veins  of  gold, 
having  large  deposites,  have  been  found  in  Lancaster 
county’,  which  are  thought  to  be  as  rich  as  any  in  the 
south* 

A New  Y*ork  paper  says — It  is  ascertained  that  the  dis- 
count paifl  by  the  New  York  merchants,  on  western  bills, 
is  over  $500,000  per  annum. 

A late  French  paper  has  the  following  notices  of  the 
specie  currency  of  France: 

From  March  2*8,  1803,  to  January  1,  1834,  the  coinage  effect- 
ed at  the  French  mints,  was  as  follows: 

Gold  coins,  value  1,0.39,131,660  francs  or  §195,837,186 

Silver  coins,  2,665,609,482  “ 499,801,777 

3,704,741,142  francs  §694,638,963 

The  coins  in  circulation  in  France  at  the  present  lime,  of  the 
coinage  tfl^ected  since  1803,  are  estimated  at  2,000,000, OOOf.  or 
$375,000,000,  besides  the  sum  of  811,000,000f.  or  §152,062,500,  in 
old  coins;  makinc  the  total  amount  of  the  specie  currency  of 
France  §527,062,500.  But  it  appears  that  out  of  §694,638,963, 
the  value  of  the  coinage  effected  since  1803,  coins  to  the  amount 
of  1,704,741,1426  or  §319,638,693,  have  been  exported  from 
Franco,  besides  old  coins,  to  the  amount  of  600,000,0006  or 
§112,500,000;"  making  the  total  amount  of  French  coins  ex- 
ported, and  estimated  to  be  in  circulation  in  foreign  countries, 
2,304,741,1426  or  §432,438,693.  [A"one  melted  upV] 

The  steamboat  Independence,  capt.  Pearce,  has  been 
sent  round  to  the  Delaware,  by  the  directors  of  the  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia  rail  road  line,  to  ply  between  the 
last  named  city  and  Cape  May,  durittg  the  bathing  sea- 
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son.  The  Independence  made  the  voyage  from  Hampton. 
Roads  to  the  Delaware  breakwater  in  14  hours. 

It  is  probable  that  the  use  of  locomotives*  will  become 
common  on  ordinai-y  turnpike  or  other  hard  roads,  with 
moderate  ascents  or  descents.  The  following  is  from 
the  Birmingham,  (Eng.)  Gazette: 

Dr.  Clnircli’s  steam  carriage  was  started  for  the  first  time  on 
Friday  evening,  passing  from  the  manufactory  along  the  Green- 
lanes,  and  turning  in  fine  style  through  the  Small  heath  gate, 
from  whence  it  passed  along  the  Coventry-road.  It  proceeded 
at  a very  rapid  rate  (say  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  per  hour) 
with  a great  number  of  persons,  (upw’ards  of  forty)  upon  it  for 
a considerable  distance;  when,  in  turning  short  upon  the  mad, 
the  hind  part  struck  the  foot  path,  and  broke  a small  apjiend 
age  to  one  oftlie  valves.  It  was  then  deemed  advisable  not  to 
work  the  machinery  further  for  fear  of  accident,  but  to  ailacli 
the  ropes  and  to  haul  it  back  by  the  workmen.  The  tnachine- 
ry,  boilers  and  frame  work  have  since  been  examiMcd,  and 
every  part,  excepting  as  above  and  a connecting  tube  to  the  wa- 
ter tank,  was  found  quite  sound  and  uninjured.  The  carriage 
will  be  put  into  complete  order  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  and 
wilt  shortly  be  run  upon  the  turnpike  road,  to  enable  the  con- 
ductors to  acquire  the  necessary  experience.  The  trial  is  higli- 
)y  satisfactory  as  to  the  power  of  the  engine. 

A steam  carriage  is  building  at  Paris  to  travel  on  the  com- 
mon French  roads,  to  convey  30  passengers. 

The  damages  sustained  in  the  city  of  New  York  by 
the  firing  of  Chinese  crackers,  by  children,  is  estimated 
at  50,000  dollars  a year! — and  many  persons  are  injured 
by  the  running  away  of  Itorses,  &cc.  There  ought  to  be 
power,  and  it  shoidd  be  exerted,  to  relieve  the  people  of 
this  pest.  The  little  urchins  are  hard  to  manage — but 
those  who  supply  them  with  the  means  of  annoyance  may 
be  reached.  'Fhe  evil  has  been  cured  in  Boston. 

A dreadful  tornado  passed  over  Williamsburgh,  Va. 
and  the  parts  adjacent,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  ult. 
From  50  to  70  chimneys  were  blown  down  in  the  old 
city  of  Williamsburgh,  but  no  lives  lost — and  many 
houses  much  injured  or  utterly  demolished  in  the  coun- 
try. Several  negroes  and  horses  were  killed,  and  many 
badly  wounded.  We  think  that  we  never  before  heard 
of  such  a succession  of  tornadoes  as  have  lately  visited 
the  south. 

There  was  a late  trotting  match,  under  the  saddle,  for 
a bet  of  $200,  between  three  horses,  over  the  Harltem 
Park  course.  New  York.  Three  heats  of  three  miles 
each,  (less  44  yards  in  the  mile)  were  performed  at  the 
average  rate  of  rather  less  than  2 m.  40  sec.  to  the  mile. 
Which  time  (says  the  N.  Y.  Courier)  has  never  been 
made  before  in  a trotting  match  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  course,  it  is  well  known,  is  aJieavy  one,  has  a bad 
hill  and  a short  turn. 

There  has  been  some  difficulty  between  the  master 
bakers  and  journeymen,  at  New  York,  and  the  latter 
“turned  out.”  Among  other  resolutions  passed  by  the 
latter,  we  notice  the  following: 

That  we  consider  it  as  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  trade, 
that  no  employer  retain  more  than  one  apprentice  at  a time,  and 
him  under  indenture  for  no  less  than  five  years;  and  said  ap 
prentice  employed  to  be  paid  as  he  progresses. 

This  is  going  much  too  far.  If  the  rule  is  a good  one, 
it  applies  to  every  mechanical  or  manufacturing  depart- 
ment— and  if  employ'ers  may  take  only  one  a])prentice 
each,  in  five  years,  we  should  soon  be  in  a “])retty  condi- 
tion,” indeed,!  AVhat  would  become  of  the  j'outlis?  The 
proposition  is  absurd.  It  is  in  utter  repugnance  to  the 
public  welfare. 

A person  was  instantly  killed  at  the  raising  of  a hickory 
pole,  near  Reading,  Penn,  on  the  13th  ult.  in  conse- 
quence of  the  apparatus  for  hoisting  it  not  being  suf- 
ficiently secured.  The  pole  was  150  feet  in  length. 

A good  many  years  Irave  passed  since  we  suggested 
such  circumnavigation,  as  is  stated  in  the  following  pa- 
ragraph, copied  from  the  “Buffalo  Journal.” 


•We  have  had  an  objection  lo  the  use  of  this  word,  for  it  ap- 
plies as  well  to  a boat  as  to  a wa^on,  &c.  but  as  by  general  con- 
sejnt  it  seems  about  to  be  applied  only  to  the  latter,  and  as  we 
need  some  w'ord  to  express  the  idea  briefly,  perhaps  it  will  do 
as  well  as  any  other. 


A little  steamboat  called  the  Caroline,  came  into  harbor  a 
few  days  since,  vvliich  was  built  in  South  Carolina,  has  made 
her  way  through  Q.uebec,  &c.  here,  and  is  bound,  we  under- 
stand, for  the  Mississippi,  through  the  lakes. 

We  learn  from  the  Cincinnati  Intelligencer  that  fatal 
cases  of  cholera  have  happened  in  that  clt}';  and  that 
“many  complain  of  the  premonitory  symptoms.”  We 
pray  that  lliis  pestilence  may  not  he  added  to  the  general 
distress  that  prevails  from  other  causes! 

After  naming  several  persons  who  have  recently  died 
of  llie  cholera,  at  Louisville — the  account  proceeds  to 
say — '“It  lias  heen  made  certain,  that  those  persons  who 
were  supjio.sed  to  have  been  poisoned  hy  partaking  of 
food  prepared  for  a wedding  party,  were  cases  of  cho- 
lera. 

It  seems  that  there  is  about  to  be  another  revolution  in 
J\fexico! — wViich  may  end  in  the  establishment  of  a king- 
ly power,  ami  its  natural  ally,  a state  religion.  We  have 
some  particulars,  but  do  not  feel  much  interest  in  the 
intrigues  and  quarrels  of  militaiy  cliieftains.  The  [>ea- 
ple  must  be  tauoht  to  know  that  “glory”  in  the  field,  ha» 
no  relation  to  wisdom  or  virtue  in  the  cabinet. 

Late  accounts  from  India  (says  the  Baltimore  Ameri- 
can), speak  of  preparations  for  working  the  coal  mines 
that  exist  in  tiie  interior.  The  district  of  Cutch  has 
heen  discovered  to  be  full  of  coal  seams.  The  speci- 
mens are  all  anthracite.  I’he  late  French  traveller, 
Jacquemont,  found  anthracite  coal  in  another  district, 
and  it  seems  to  he  very  widely  diffused  throughout  the 
peninsula. 

In  one  of  Jacquemont’s  letters  from  India,  occurs  a 
phrase  of  compliment  to  the  British  governor  general 
lord  William  Bentinck,  which  is  worth  quoting.  It  con- 
tains a two-fold  eulogy.  He  says  “the  man  who  does 
much  honor  to  Europe  in  Asia,  is  he  wlio  governs  it. 
Lord  Bentinck,  on  the  throne  of  the  great  Mogul,  thinks 
and  acts  like  a quaker  of  Pennsylvania.”  We  commend 
this  to  our  Pennsylvania  hrethern,  as  a curious  but  flat- 
tering homage  to  the  spirit  of  their  institutions. 

It  has  been  decreed  that  “the  liberty  of  public  wor- 
ship is  not  prohibited  in  the  republic  of  Venez^ielnf’’  and 
the  Protestant  bishop  of  Barbadoes  has  “consecrated”  a 
burial  ground  in  Caraccas.  This  is  the  first  instance  of 
a Protestant  bishop’s  treading  the  soil  of  Venezuela  in 
his  ecclesiastical  capacity. 

The  London  Weekly  Dispatch,  in  declining  to  publish 
a “subaltern’s  eulogy  on  a great  captain,”  takes  occasion 
to  remark  that  they  have  but  little  respect  for  heroes,  in 
the  common  acceptation  of  the  term,  hut  there  have  been 
great  leaders,  whose  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  free- 
men— such  were 

“Leonidas  .and  Washington, 

Whose  every  baule-fielil  is  holy  groumi, 

Which  breathes  of  nations  saved — not  worlds  undone. 

How  sweetly  on  the  ear  such  eclioes  sound! 

While  the  mere  victors  may  appal,  or  slim 
The  servile  or  the  vain:  such  names  will  he 
watchword,  till  the  future  shall  be  free!’’ 

The  following  prices  will  show  the  difference  between 
the  value  of  wheat  in  London  and  cities  on  the  continent. 
The  prices  affixed  are  for  eiglit  bushels  of  wlieat,  impe- 
rial measurement. 

London  red  wheat  52s.  white  do.  .58s. 

Hamburg  do.  27s.  Id.  do.  do.  29s.  8d. 

Amsterdam  do.  do.  do.  30s.  8J. 

Antwerp  do.  23s.  8d. 

Stettin  do.  23s.  lOd. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  late  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween the  Fardowns  and  Corkonians,  laboring  on  the 
Baltimore  and  Wasliington  rail  road.  The  reverend 
gentleman  spoken  of  is  a priest  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  and  has  been  successful  on  several  like  occasions, 
on  M'liich,  while  I’endering  due  and  well  merited  praise 
(o  him,  we  must  be  permitted  to  say  (hat  the  necessity  of 
his  interference  reflects  no  praise  on  his  covnlrymen,  for 
tlie  civil  ])ower’should  always  be  sufficient  to  support  the 
civil  law  among  them. 
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Oil  the  24th  June,  1834,  tlie  subscribers,  in  tlie  pre- 
sence of  the  rev.  John  McElroy,  liave  respectively  and 
nmluplly  agreed  to  bury  forever,  on  their  own  part,  and 
on  belialf  of  tlieir  respective  sections  of  country,  all  i-e- 
membrance  of  feuds  and  animosities,  as  well  as  injuries 
sustained.  They  also  promise  to  each  other,  and  make 
a sincere  tender  of  their  intention,  to  preserve  peace, 
harmonj'  and  good  feeling  between  persons  of  every  part 
of  their  native  country  without  distinction. 

They  further  mutually  agree  to  exclude  from  their 
houses  and  premises,  all  disorderly  persons  of  every  kind, 
and  particularly  habitual  drunkards:  'I'hey  also  resolv- 

ed, and  do  intend  to  apply  in  all  cases,  where  it  is  neces- 
sary, to  the  civil  authorities,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try for  redress — and  finally,  they  are  determined  to  use 
their  utmdst  endeavors  to  enforce,  by  word  and  example, 
these  their  joint  and  unanimous  resolutiotis. 

Signed  by  Iburteen  of  the  men  einployed~1 

on  the  4th,  5th  and  8lh  sections  of  the  t on  behalf  of 
2d  division  Baltimore  and  Washington  j all  employed, 
rail  road.  J 

And  also  by  thirteen  on  the  8th  section  ^ on  behalf  of 
of  the  1st  division.  3 

There  has  been  a great  deal  said  in  the  Baltimore 
newspapers  concerning  certain  “Tennessee  bonds”  to 
the  amount  of  500,000  dollars — The  following  relates  to 
some  other  negotiations  or  dealings  of  the  bank  of  Ma- 
ryland and  the  Union  bank  of  I'ennessee: 

"‘^Notice.  All  persons  are  hereby  forvvarried  against  purchas 
iiig,  trading  for,  or  receiving  six  hundred  and  nine  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  in  the  Union  bank  of  the  state  of  Tennessee — 
now  on  the  books  of  the  Union  bank  of  Maryland.  Said  bank  I 
having  no  authority  to  transfer  the  same,  or  issue  certificates 
thereon — and  said  slock  being  in  the  name  of  the  Union  bank 
of  AJaryland  without  authorised  transfer. 

A.  VxawvcK,  cashier  of  the  Union  lank. 
Union  bank,  Nashville,  June  14,  1834. 

Wliile  on  this  subject  we  may  notice  two  decisions  of 
the  high  court  of  appeals,  in  Maryland,  with  relation  to 
bank  matters: 

June  term,  1834 — Saturday,  June  28.  Chief  justice 
announced  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  judg- 
es, refusing  an  injunction  upon  the  application  of  the 
Union  bank  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  x>s.  Ellicott,  Mor- 
ris and  Gill,  trustees  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  and  sanc- 
tioning the  opinion  given  tlie  trustees  by  their  advisers. 
The  debtors  of  the  bank  of  Maryland  have  consequently 
the  right  to  pay  their  debts  in  the  notes,  certificates  of 
deposite  and  open  accounts  due  by  that  bank. 

it  is  understood  that  the  judges  thought  that  this  right 
was  secured  the  debtors,  both  by  the  deeds  creating  the 
trust,  and  the  circamstances  accompanying  their  execu- 
tion, as  also  by  the  acts  of  assemb!}'  of  1818  and  1824. 

Chief  justice  Buchanan,  on  a bill  filed  by  sevei’al 
stockholders  of  the  Union  hank  of  Maryland  against 
Poultney,  Ellicott  & Co.  of  Baltimore,  awarded  to-d.ay 
an  injunction  to  prevent  the  defendants  from  voting  at 
the  next  election  of  directors  of  the  Union  bank,  two 
thousand  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  bank,  alleged  by  the 
complainants  to  have  been  transferred  to  a number  of 
persons  unknown,  by  the  defendants  in  February  aud 
March  last,  in  intentional  invasion  of  the  provision  of  the 
charter,  limiting  the  number  of  votes  to  be  given  at  any 
such  election  by  any  one  stockholder  to  sixty. 

The  defendants  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  filing  their 
answer,  and  of  moving  to  dissolve  the  injunction  at  an 
early  day  preceding  the  election. 

The  following  proceedings  were  had  in  Baltimore 
county  court,  on  the  1st  instant: 

Gordon  and  others,  vs.  Ponltney,  Ellicott  and  others.  Injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  defendants  from  voting  divided  stock  in  the 
Union  bank  of  Maryland.  The  clhef  justice,  who  awarded 
the  ^junction  in  this  cause,  ordered  that  the  defendants  might 
answer  the  hill,  and  move  for  a dissolution  of  the  injunction 
before  the  fourth  of  July.  The  defendants  moved  for  a disso- 
lution to-day,  hut  without  filing  an  answer  (which  must  be  on 
oath)  and  put  in  a demurrer  and  answer  not  denying  the  facts, 
hut  generally  denying  all  fraudulent  intent.  This  was  resisted 
by  the  complaitiants,  and  the  right  to  discharge  the  injunction 
denied,  unless  the  defendants  denied  the  facts  alleged  auainst 
their  result;  and  so  the  court  (judges  Mai>ruder  and  Purvianre) 
decided.  The  defendants  then  prayed  leave  to  withdraw  the 
prior  pleadings,  which  was  granted;  and  they  put  in  a general 
demurrer  which  the  court  refused  to  receive  with  reference  to 


this  motion,  and  then  the  defendants  removed  the  cause  to  the 
court  of  chancery  upon  affidavit  and  suggestion,  that  it  was  not 
intended  for  delay.  The  complainants  moved  that  the  transfer 
books  and  powers  of  attorney  in  the  hank  might  be  brought  in 
for  inspection,  but  the  court  took  no  order  upon  that  motion. 
The  injunction  in  this  case  applies  to  2,000  shares  Union  bank 
of  .Maryland  stock,  alleged  to  he  hypothecated  to  the  Union 
hank  by  Ponltney,  Ellicott  Sc  Co.  and  then  transferred  to  vari- 
ous persons  to  increase  the  number  of  votes,  which  the  charter 
confines  to  sixty  voters  in  favor  of  each  stockholder. 

Gordon,  Ciill,  Frick  and  .McMahon, counsel  for  coiiipl.vinants. 

O.  Scott,  Constable  and  Williams,  counsel  lor  defendants. 

The  AlVican  slave  trade  is  very  extensively  carried  on 
I'rom  Cuba.  Tlie  convention  and  laws  for  its  suppres- 
sion, seem  to  be  almost  dead  letters.  Twenty-foiir  slave 
vessels  were  recently  lying  at  H.avana,  at  one  time. 
Some  of  them  bring  500  victims — “packed  like  pickled 
herring,”  and  tbe  market  for  tliem  is  “brisk.” 

I.SDI.VN  affairs.  Allusions  have  been  made  by  tlie  Wash- 
ington correspondents  of  the  eastern  fiapers,  to  the  abuses  in 
tlie  Indian  department,  and  frequent  calls  liave  been  made  for 
the  report  of  the  coniinittee  on  Indian  affairs  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  under  the  supposiiion  that  it  contained  a full 
development  of  those  abuses.  From  an  examination  of  the  re- 
port, however,  it  appears,  that  the  principal  object  of  the  com- 
mittee in  making  it,  was  -prevent  ahu<es  in  future.  The  re- 
port seems,  with  a view  to  secure  a real  reform,  to  have  avoid- 
ed all  topics  of  a culpatory  character,  or  that  could  be  used  to 
excite  party  considerations.  The  two  bills  which  have  passed 
the  house  of  representatives,  and  will,  we  have,  no  doubt,  pa«s 
the  senate,  will  go  Carlo  secure  the  object  of  the  cotnmillee. 
The  first  bill  reduces  the  expenditure  of  the  Indian  department 
more  than  one  half.  From  a table  annexed  to  the  report,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  average  annual  expenditure.s  of  the  last  five  years, 
was  $148,274.  l?y  this  hill,  it  will  he  reduced  to  $6:, 650. 
This  most  important  hill  (to  organize  an  Indian  territory)  was, 
for  want  of  time,  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  congress; 
when  it  will  probably  receive  the  early  consideration  of  con- 
gress. [-Vef,  Int.  June  28. 

Dr.  Zoluckoffer's  “patent  carrtaoe  wheel  gdari*.’' 
Our  eiiterpriziiig  fellow  citizens  .Messrs.  Stockton  Stokes,  sayu 
the  Ilaltimoie  Patriot,  are  continually  on  the  qui  tire  for  new 
improvemenls  that  mav  promote  the  ease,  coriildrtand  security 
of  travellers.  We  have  noticed  some  of  these  heretofore;  and 
on  Wednesday  evening  we  examined  one  of  their  coaches  con- 
structed upon  an  entirely  new  principle,  by  which  the  safely  of 
passengers  is  reiide-red  much  more  secure  than  formerly,  as  no 
accident  can  separate  the  wheel  from  the  carriage.  \Ve  are 
furnished  with  the  following  technical  description  of  this  inven- 
tion. 

'J'his  apparatus  consists  of  a cylindrical  flanged  rim  of  iron: 
guards:  a circular  collar:  and  a semicircular  caji. 

The  axle  tree  and  wheels  are  made  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  cylindrical  flanged  rim  of  iron,  is  either  cast  whole  with 
the  hub,  or  in  sections,  and  screwed  to  its  periphery,  in  a groove 
having  two  flanges,  one  on  each  side,  raised  sufficiently  high  to 
form  a groove  to  receive  the  collar. 

The  guards  are  made  of  iron,  nearly  in  tlie  form  of  the  letter 

Z and  screwed  to  the  axle  tree  by  a joint  and  screw  bolt To 

each  axle  tree  there  are  four  guards,  two  oii  each  side. 

The  circular  collar,  made  of  iron  is  secured  to  the  ends  of  the 
guards, and  is  put  around  the  cylindrical  rim  in  the  groove 
formed  by  the  flanges. 

A semi-circular  cap  secured  to  the  guards  by  hooks  and  sta- 
ples, is  put  over  the  hub  to  prevent  dirt  falling  in  the  groove 
around  the  rim. 

Let  the  lincli  pin  come  out,  the  nut  become  disengaged,  the 
spindle  break  within  the  hub,  or  at  the  shoulder  of  the  axle  tree 
or  the  axle  tree  break  at  any  point,  the  wheels  nevertheles.a 
coniiiine  to  revolve,  without  any  displacement  whatever,  and 
the  body  suspended  on  the  axle  remains  in  its  position,  as 
though  no  accident  had  happened. 

TWENTY-THIRD  CONGRESS— FIRST  SESSION. 

SENATE. 

June  26.  In  the  evening  session  many  bills  which  had  been 
matured,  were  pas.sod.  this  sta^e  of  the  proceedines,  it 

is  not  worth  the  room  to  enumerate  them,  unless  on  account  of 
some  peculiarity  altendino  their  passage,  for  the  reason  that  a list 
of  all  the  acts  passed  at  the  session  is  published.] 

June  27.  The  chair  communicated  a report  from  the  depart- 
ment of  state,  in  obedience  to  a call  from  the  senate,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  classification  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
showing  the  proportion  of  whites  to  blacks;  also  a similar  re- 
port on  another  call.  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Webster  made  a report  from  the  committee  on  finance- 
see  page 

Memorials,  proceedings  of  meeting,  &c.  opposed  to  the  action 
of  the  executive  against  the  U.  States  bank,  and  the  removal 
of  the  deposifes,  &c.  were  presented,  by  Mr.  Ewins,  from  103 
citizens  oflHarrison  and  Piqna  counties,  Ohio;  by  Mr.  Tom/in- 
son,  from  2.50  citizens  of  Newton,  Conn.;  by  Mr.  Clay  from 
1,700  inhabitants  of  York  county,  Pennsylvania;  by  the  sums 
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from  700  inhabitant  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  and  by  ilie 
same,  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  in  Butler  county,  Ba.;  which 
were  severally  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Morris  presented  the  memorial  of  1,655  inhabitants  of 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  sustainins;  the  course  of  the  executive 
vagainst  the  United  States  bank,  &c.;  which  was  referred,  &c. 

Memorials,  &c.  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  public 
moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales  and  the  public 
finances  were  presented  by  Mr.  Hendricks,  (two  memorials) 
from  sundry  citizens  ofliuliana;  and  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  from  suit- 
dry  citizens  of  York  county.  Pa.;  also  from  Roxborough,  West 
Chester  and  Washington;  which  were  severally  read,  referred, 

&.C. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee  on 
the  post  oflice. 

Mr.  Forsyth  suggested  that  it  would  save  lime  to  take  up  the 
HU  instead  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Grundy  said  the  bill  was  the  deductions  of  one  mind 
only,  and  as  the  committee  were  to  sit  during  the  recess,  a bet- 
ter bill  could  be  prepared  by  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  addressed  the  senate  in  explanation  of  the 
•several  resolutions  and  in  iheir  support.  He  continued  until  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  the  recess. 

Evening  session.  Mr.  Ewing  resumed  his  remarks,  in  illustra 
tion  of  the  resolutions  on  the  post  office  and  continued  for  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  Grundy  replied  to  Mr.  E.  and  occupied  the  senate  until 
near  6 o’clock. 

Mr.  Wright  then  made  some  observations  on  the  state  of  the 
business  before  the  senate,  and  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion,  which 
were  ordered. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Clayton  requested  the  withdrawal  of  the 
motion,  but  Mr.  Wright  decVn\ed\  and  the  question  was  taken, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  For.syth, Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Georgia,  Morris,  Robin- 
son, Shepley,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wilkins, 
Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Pren- 
tiss,Preston,  Robbins,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggaman — 20. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Clayton  addressed  the  senate  for  nearly  an  hour.  He  was 
followed  by  Messrs.  Clay,  Grundy,  Robinson  and  Ewing-,  when 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ewing,  the  last  resolution  as  teporicd  by 
the  inajoiity  of  the  committee  was  stricken  out  and  substituted 
by  one  directing  the  committee  to  inquire  in  tlie  recess,  and  re- 
port the  number  of  editors  of  newspapers  who  have  mail  con- 
tracts, the  amount  of  extra  allowance  paid  them:  the  number 
who  have  mail  routes  with  newspaper  privilege;  and  the  names 
and  number  of  travelling  agetits,  and  the  sums  paid  them. 

Mr.  Ewing  then  asked  for  a division  of  the  question  upon  the 
■resolutions;  which  was  agreed  to. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Grundy,  Clayton,  Ewing, 
Webster,  Clay,  Robinson  and  Benton, 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  would  propose  to  take  the  question  on 
the  first  resolution,  which  related  to  the  borrowing  of  money 
by  the  department,  and,  after  that,  as  the  minds  of  all  the  gen- 
tlemen were  not  made  up  upon  questions  embraced  in  the 
other  resolutions,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  remainder  of  the 
resolutions  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion repoited  by  the  committee  in  the  words  following: 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  at  different  banks,  by  the  postmas- 
ter general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office  department,  without 
authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  congress 
alone  posses.ses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmas- 
ter general  are  illegal  and  void.” 

And  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black, Brown, Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Olay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo. 
Knight,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Shepley,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Web- 
ster, White,  Wright — 41. 

NAYS— None. 

So  the  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  fTefisier  congraiulated  the  senate  on  the  unanimity  with 
which  the  vote  had  been  given  upon  this  proposition.  He  now, 
according  to  notice,  moved  to  lay  the  remaining  resolutions  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A message  was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives, 
stating  that  the  house  had  passed  a joint  resolution,  suspending 
the  rule  which  prohibits  either  house  from  sending  bills  to  the 
other  within  the  three  last  days  of  the  session.  It  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business;  after  being  engaged  therein 
until  half  past  10  o’clock,  the  senate  adjourned. 

June  28.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Gh-undy  tlie  committee  on  the 
ipost  office  arnd  post  roads  were  discharged  from  the  further 


<*()iisiderallon  of  all  other  subjects  not  acted  on,  than  the  reso- 
lulions.ol  the  post  office  committee  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
house  suspending  the  rule  which  prevents  the  transmission  of 
bills  from  one  house  to  the  other  during  the  last  three  days  of 
the  session,  was  taken  up,  amc'nded  and  agreerl  to. 

Mr.  Sotdhurd  suhinilted  the  following  lesolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  have  leave  to  sit 
in  tlie  recess  on  the  subjects  with  which  they  were  charged  by 
the  resoluiions  of  Fr-biuary  4,  and  May  5;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee he  further  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  has  violated  its  charter;  whether  any  moneys  of 
the  United  Stales  remaining  in  said  bank  are  safe;  what  has 
been  the  conduct  of  the  bank  since  1832  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension and  curlailmenl  of  its  loans  and  discounl.s,  and  to  its 
dealings  in  internal  exchange;  and  what  has  been  its  general 
conduct  and  management  since  that  period. 

Mr.  Preston  submitted  a re.solution  providing  for  the  report 
called  for  by  his  resolution  of  the  5th  instant  relative  to  United 
Slates’  pensioners,  being  made  to  the  secretary  of  the  senate 
during  its  recess;  for  its  being  printed  and  distributed. 

Many  bills  were  severally  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
his  motion  the  senate  struck  out  from  the  bill  the  lines  making 
provision  for  the  gold  dollar — 

A debate  ensued  on  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Webster,  Ew- 
ing, Calhoun,  Sprague,  Benton,  Porter,  King,  of  Geo.  Sprague 
and  Chambers  participated. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for 
a third  reading,  was  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King, 
of  Alab.  King,  o(  Geo.  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Morris,  Poindex- 
ter, Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins, Robinson,  Shepley,  Smith,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 35. 

Nays— Messrs.  Chambers,  Clay,  Knight,  Porter,  Silsbee,  Sou- 
thard, Sprague — 7. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  circulation  of  foreign  gold  coins  in 
the  United  States  was  taken  up,  amended  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangum,  the  senate  took  a recess  (at  J 
past  2),  for  one  hour. 

PZvening  session.  The  vice  -president  did  not  take  the  chair 
at  the  opening  of  the  evening  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a president  pro  tern. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  on  counting  the  same,  the 
following  are  the  several  results: 

1st  ballot.  2d  ballot. 

Mr.  Poindexter, 21  20 

Mr.  King,  of  Alab 14  13 

Mr.  Bibb, I 1 

Mr.  Clay, 1 1 

Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 1 1 

Mr.  Waggaman, 1 8 

Mr.  Tyler, 1 

Blanks 2 

Mr.  Calhoun, 1 


3d  ballot. 
22 
10 
1 


42 


40 


42 


Mr.  Poindexter  having  received  a majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  votes  on  the  third  ballot,  was  declared  duly  elected  pre- 
sident pro  <em.  and  was  conducted  to  the  chair  by  Mr.  Cham- 
bers. From  his  seat  in  the  chair  Mr.  P.  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  senate  to  the  following  effect: 

Senators:  Penetrated  with  the  most  profound  sense  of  grati- 
tude for  the  kind  manifestation  of  your  confidence  in  calling  me 
to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  this  honorable  body,  I rise  to 
express  to  you  my  thanks,  and  the  unfeigned  diffidence  with 
which  I enter  upon  the  discharge  of  the  arduous  and  delicate 
duties  assigned  to  me.  Unskilled  in  the  technical  rules  of 
parliamentary  proceedings,  I feel  sensible  of  my  own  defects, 
and  that  on  all  occasions  of  doubt  and  difficulty,  I must  rely  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  senate,  and  the  friendly  aid  of  those  se- 
nators who  have  more  experience  in  such  matters  than  myself. 
Permit  me,  gentlemen  to  assure  you,  that  for  the  few  more  re- 
maining hours  of  the  present  session,  and  so  long  as  I may  oc- 
cupy the  chair,  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavors  to  meet  your 
just  expectations,  and  to  preserve  the  order  and  decorum  of  de- 
bate, so  necessary  to  the  harmony  and  dignity  of  every  delibe- 
rative assembly,  and  to  the  despatch  of  the  important  business 
which  may  be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  a cornmittee  was  ordered  to  be 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  senate  have  elected  the  hon.  George  Poin- 
dexter to  be  their  president  pro  tern.;  and  that  the  secretary  do 
communicate  the  same  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
building  light  houses,  placing  light  vessels,  &c.  was  taken  up, 
and  after  being  discussed  and  various  amendments  adopted,  was 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  laid  on  the  table  by  the  following 
vote. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Grundy,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum, 
Moore,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Eobinson,  Smith,  Swift, 
Tyler,  White— 22. 
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NAV3— Messrs.  Chambers.  Clayton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King, 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Nauduin,  Porter,  Rnbbiiis,  Silsbee,  Sou- 
thard, Sprague,  Talliuadge,  Tipton,  Tuuiliiison,  Waggauian, 
Webstei,  Wright— 18. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

This  niotion,  for  reasons  assigned,  was,  afterwards,  on  the 
motion  of. Mr.  C/a^,  reconsidered — 17  lo  15. 

'I'he  senate  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  house  to  the 
bill  concerning  duties  on  hardware. 

The  amendment  of  the  house  to  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Polish  exiles;  which  amendment  subjects  the  Poles  to  the  ini- 
iiiinum  price  on  the  lands  selected,  (1  25  per  acre),  was  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Claij  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  Potomac  bridge,  was 
considered,  (he  whole  bill  stricken  out  after  the  first  section, 
the  bill  amended  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wright,  modified  by  Mr. 
Bihh,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

After  passing  various  bills  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed  in 
the  titles, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  at  11  o’clock  went  into 
executive  business,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourn- 
ed. 

June  30.  Mr.  Webster  presented  certain  resolutions  from 
Springfield,  Mass,  against  the  removal  of  the  deposites;  refer- 
red, &c. 

Also  a memorial  from  citizens  of  Boston,  correcting  errors  in 
the  signatures  of  the  anti  bank  memorial  of  that  city,  by  which 
the  3,0li0  names  of  alleged  Bostonians  are  reduced  to  1,130,  and 
stating  that  the  living  and  the  dead,  the  citizens  of  all  towns, 
and  several  states,  are  contained  in  that  memorial.  The  me- 
morial was  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  niotion  of  their  respective  chairmen,  the  several  com- 
mittees were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  subjects  un- 
acted upon. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  locomotive  engines  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  house  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  In- 
dians, was  read,  amended  and  passed. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  oflJered  by 
Mr.  Southard,  instructing  the  committee  on  finance  to  sit  du- 
ring the  recess,  in  order  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the 
banks  in  which  the  public  depo.sites  are  made. 

Mr.  Jfing  opposed  the  resolution,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Southard.  The  yeas  aud  nays  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Hill,  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuy- 
sen,  Knight,  Leigh,  Manguni,  Moore,  Nandain,  Poindexter, 
Porter,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson, 
Waggaman,  Webster — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King,  of 
Alab.  King,  of  Georgia,  Robinson,  Sliepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wright— 12. 

On  motion  of  xMr.  IFrigAf,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill,  from  the  house  of  representatives,  appropriating  ;j70,000 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  making  an  appropriation  so 
wide  in  its  latitude. 

Mr.  Clay  had  designed  lo  make  an  amendment  to  embrace 
the  obstructions  in  tlie  river  between  Albany  and  Troy;  but  if 
the  senators  from  New  York  would  give  a pledge  that  the  mo- 
ney should  be  equally  expended  above  and  below  Albany,  he 
would  not  press  his  amendment. 

Messrs.  Wri«ht  and  Tallmadge  staled  their  readiness  to  have 
the  money  equally  expended. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  an  amendment,  including  an  appropriation 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Connecticut  river. 

Mr.  Tomlitison  advocated  the  amendment;  and  said  it  was 
important  and  had  heretofore  been  included  in  a bill  vetoed  by 
the  president. 

Mr.  Webster  wa.s  in  favor  of  the  object,  but  was  opposed  to 
pressing  the  amendment  now,  as  it  might  hazard  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  so  hasty  a passage  of  such  a bill, 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  this  question,  which  was 
decided  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,'Grundy,  Hill, 
King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Liiin,  Manguni,  Moore,  Preston,  Sliepley, 
Tyler.  White— 15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sils- 
bee, Smith,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wagga- 
nian,  Webster,  Wright — 19. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Smith,  and  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  introducing  an 
appropriation  of  25,000  dollars  for  the  improvement  of  the  river 
Thames;  whieli  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Clay,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Grundy,  Hend- 
ricks, Kane,  Knight,  Naudain,  Poindexter,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tullmudge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson, Waggaman,  Webster,  Wilkins,  Wrighi — 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Hill,  King,  of  Alab. 
King,  of  Geo.  Leigh,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Preston,  Sliepley, 
Tyler,  While— 14. 


The  bill  was  then  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  senate  look  up  the  bill  appro- 
priating 500,000  acres  of  land  lor  the  satisfaction  of  land  war- 
rants of  the  olficers  aud  soldiers  of  the  Viigiuia  couiiueulal 
line. 

After  some  discussion  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  tablei  yeas 
19,  nays  15. 

Tlie  senate  agreed  to  (he  amendment  of  the  houe  lo  the  bill 
granting  a township  of  land  to  the  exiled  Poles. 

The  senate  asked  a conference  with  the  other  house  on  the 
disagreeing  vote  on  the  Potomac  bridge  bill,  and  appointed 
-*lessrs.  Chambers,  Tomlinson  aud  King,  of  Georgia,  the  com- 
matee  on  the  part  of  the  senate. 

The  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to  regulate  Indian 
intercourse,  which  provides  that  the  provisions  of  the  inter- 
course bill  of  1802  shall  not  be  interfered  with  as  regards  the 
Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi,  having  been  non  concurred  iu 
by  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frelinghuysen,  the  senate  agreed  lo  insist 
on  the  amendment. 

The  chair  having  called  up  the  bill  lo  regulate  the  public  de- 
posiles  in  the  state  banks, 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  was  ready  to  meet  discussion  on  the 
bill,  or  to  assent  to  laying  it  on  the  table.  He  was  instruct- 
ed to  move  an  amendment,  which  was  printed  with  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  if  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Black  the  bill  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  CAamfcersfrom  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  Po- 
tomac bridge  bill  made  u report. 

The  resolution  moved  a few  days  since  relative  to  printing 
the  pension  information,  called  for  by  Mr.  PrestorJs  previous 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  giving  the  committee  on  public  lands  authority 
to  issue  commissions  lake  to  testimony  during  the  recess  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton  presented  some  papers  from  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, showing  the  exportations  of  specie  during  the  last  two 
weeks;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a memorial  from  Indiana  against  the 
removal  of  the  deposites— referred. 

The  resolution  offerred  by  .Mr.  Wilkins,  fora  subscription  to 
Elliott’s  diplomatic  code,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
directing  the  printing  of  the  old  journals,  was  taken  up  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a resolution  which  was  adopted,  allowing 
to  the  department  of  state,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the 
statistical  report  by  slates  and  territories,  the  use  of  a repoit 
formerly  made  fiom  that  di  partmeni  to  the  senate. 

Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  adopted  on  Fri- 
day, the  28th  day  of  March  last,  declaring  ''■That  the  president, 
in  the  laic  execulive  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both,^^  is  a resolu- 
tion iniputing  impeachable  matter  to  the  president,  and  ought 
not  to  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  senate,  except  in  the  re 
gular  foims  of  a constitutional  impeachment,  and  that  the  said 
resolution  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  senate, 
and  is  hereby  directed  lo  be  expunged  therefrom  accordingly. 

Mr.  Mangum  moved  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  now. 
Mr.  Tallmadge  objected. 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  a third  of  the  senate  had  left  the  city, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  observed  at  what  lime  the  resolution 
was  offered. 

Mr.  Benton  said  he  did  not  iisk  a decision  now,  but  merely 
offered  it  as  a notice  of  his  purpose  at  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

At  a quarter  before  4 o’clock,  the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  remained  therein  until 
hall  past  6 o’clock,  when  the  doors  were  reopened. 

Mr.  Benton  then  moved  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  bill  to  gra- 
duate the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  also  the  bill  to  grant 
townships  of  land  to  Louisiana,  Indiana,  Illinois  apd  .Missouri. 

Mr.  Clay  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  w'hicli  being  ordered, 
the  question  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Benton,  Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Linn,  Ro- 
binson, Sliepley,  Tallmad>.’e,  Tipton,  While,  Wiighl — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Chambers,  Clay,  Fro- 
linghuysen,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Mangum,  Poindexter,  Porter, 
Preston,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlin- 
son, Webster — 20. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

A cornmutiication  was  received  from  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives announcing  that  they  had  appointed,  on  their  part,  a 
committee  to  wail  on  the  president,  lo  know  if  he  had  any  fur- 
ther coimnuiiicatiun  to  make. 

A commiitee  w'us  immediately  appointed  by  the  senate,  on 
their  part. 

Mr.  Grundy  reported  from  the  committee,  that  they  had  wail- 
ed on  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  he  had  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  no  other  business  to  communicate; 
that  he  had  signed  all  the  bills  passed  by  the  two  houses,  except 
the  one  concerning  the  Wabash  navigation,  in  regard  to  which 
the  president  had  said — “The  bill  entitled  ‘an  act  to  improve 
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the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,’  has  been  presented  to  me 
Ht  so  laic  a period  of  the  session,  with  so  many  other.®  that  call 
for  immediate  action,  that  1 have  not  been  able  to  give  it  the  full 
consideration  which  its  importance  merits.  1 have  strong 
doubts  whether  I c.an  approve  this  bill,  consistently  with  the 
opinions  I entertain  as  to  the  powers  of  this  government  on 
subjects  of  this  description.  But  my  respect  for  the  decision  of 
the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  for  the  large  body  of  my  fellow 
citizens  who  are  interested  in  this  improvement,  induces  me 
to  hold  the  bill  for  the  present,  that  I may,  during  the  period  al- 
lowed to  me  by  the  conslitulion  for  that  purpose,  give  to  it  the 
most  careful  and  deliberate  consideration.” 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that  the  bill  for  the  navigation  of  the 
Hudson  river  had  been  presented  to-day,  and  that  had  been 
signed,  while  the  bill  concerning  the  Wabash  was  previously 
presented,  and  that  was  not  signed.  It  would  not  be  a consti- 
tutional act,  he  added,  if  it  were  signed  after  to-day. 

Mr.  Webster  concurred  in  this  opinion. 

Mr.  Grundy  differed. 

After  a few  words  from  Mr.  Tallmadge,  it  was 

•Ordered,  That  a message  be  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives to  inform  the  house  that  the  senate  were  now  ready  to 
adjourn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  the  senate  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

HOUSE  OK  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday  evening,  June  26.  After  other  busines.®,  the  house, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  the  bill  to  enable  the 
secretary  of  state  to  purchase  the  books  and  pjipers  of  general 
Washington. 

Mr.  Pierson,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
■striking  out  ,“$25,000,  and  inserting  ^‘35,000. 

Mr.  Wilde  described  the  papers  to  be  purchased,  (which  consist 
■of  upwards  of  two  hundred  manuscript  volumes,  in  folio,  chro- 
nologically arranged,  and  strongly  bound).  Among  other  in- 
teresting papers,  these  volumes  contained  duplicate  lists  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  army  who  held  their  commissions  at  the  time 
th«  army  was  disbanded.  As  the  only  other  copy  of  these  lists 
had  been  consumed  in  the  destruction  of  the  war  office,  they 
now  furnished  the  only  means  of  checking  false  claims  to  pen 
sions,  several  of  which,  to  a large  amount,  had  already  been 
detected,  by  a resort  to  these  papers,  when  no  other  means  of 
resisting  them  was  extant.  The  government  had  already  saved 
to  itself  a large  portion  of  the  money  asked  for  these  manu- 
scripts; they  were  therefore  invaluable  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Jarvis  resisted  the  amendment  with  warmth.  In  his 
part  of  the  country,  a bargain  was  a bargain.  The  owner  of 
these  papers  had  agreed  to  take  $25,000,  and  now,  because  they 
were  found  valuable  to  the  country,  it  was  attempted  to  exact 
$10,000  more. 

Mr.  Wayne  vindicated  the  owner  of  these  papers  from  the 
imputation  of  extortion  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Jarriis.  The  amend- 
ment was  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  committee  themselves, 
Tind  had  been  moved  without  his  privity  or  consent. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  N.  Carolina;moved  to  reduce  the  amount  to 
$15,000,  but  his  motion  not  being  in  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Pierson,  and  negatived — ayes  51^  noes  89. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside. 

The  bill  to  purchase  live  oak  frames  for  the  frigate  Paul  Jones 
and  the  sloop  of  war  Levant;  was,  after  some  discussion,  post- 
poned. 

The  bill  to  rebuild  the  frigate  Congress,  the  bill  to  provide  for 
■constructing  three  steam  batteries,  and  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  the  navy,  were  severally  considered  and  laid  aside. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  establishing  rations 
for  the  navy. 

Mr.  Watmough  moved  that  it  he  postponed. 

Mr.  Parker  hoped  not.  He  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
It  was  read,  and  its  culinary  details, about  pickles,  cranberries, 
rice  and  cheese,  occasioned  much  laughter  in  the  house,  (inso- 
much that  the  clerk  himself  caught  the  infection,  and  was  with 
■difficulty  able  to  proceed). 

Mr.  Parker  was  glad  to  see  the  house  in  so  good  a humor, 
and  hoped  they  would  continue  so  until  they  had  passed  the 
bill.  He  explained  why  this  particular  feature  of  the  general 
system  of  Improvement  had  been  selected  and  placed  in  a di.s- 
tinct  bill.  It  was  mainly  to  second  the  laudable  efforts  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  discouraging  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
among  our  sailors,  by  allowing  substitutes  more  conducive  to 
<heir  health,  comfort  and  morals. 

Mr.  Burges  admitted  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  re- 
gretted that  it  should  have  been  put  off  till  within  a few  hours 
of  the  close  of  the  session.  He  was  opposed  to  any  thing  like 
precipitation,  in  attempting  so  great  a change  in  the  habits  of 
our  tars.  He  dreaded  any  measure  in  the  form  of  positive  pro- 
hibition, lest  it  should  produce  reaction,  and  only  confirm  the 
evil  which  it  sought  to  remove. 

Mr.  Watmough  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  picked  out  this  parti- 
cular iteiia  concerning  rations  from  the  general  system  of  revis 
ed  laws  for  the  navy,  which  the  naval  committee  had  determin- 
ed not  to  t&nch.  He  did  not  consider  it  at  any  time  expedient 
forcibly  to  deprive  our  Jacks  of  their  grog.  The  bill  had  been 
brought  forward  in  direct  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Parker  said  he  should  admit  Ibis  to  be  true,  if  he  did  not 
personally  know  the  contrary  to  be  the  fact.  This  very  bill  had 


been  brought  before  the  committee.  It  was  a part  of  the  very 
code,  the  origination  of  which  the  gentleman  had  claimed,  and 
which,  if  it  were  so,  reflected  great  credit  upon  him.  Would 
he  object  to  this  bill  because  it  carried  into  efteci  a part  of  his 
own  plan.  Mr.  B.  repeated  that  the  bill  had  been  approved  by 
the  committee;  and  he  would  go  further  and  state  tliat  it  was 
approved  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Watmough  said  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  brought 
himself  to  entertain  any  discussion  of  this  matter.  The  genlle- 
mau  from  New  Jersey  had  a warrant  in  his  gray  hairs  for  mak- 
ing assertions  which  had  a bearing  on  the  veracity  of  other 
gentlemen,  and  was  perfectly  safe  in  whatever  he  chose  to 
say.  Mr.  W.  was  not  aware  of  any  assent  of  the  committee  to 
bringing  the  bill  forward.  He  would  not  appeal  to  the  commit- 
tee, but  stated  it  as  a fact  that  the  committee  had  e.tpressly  re- 
solved not  to  bring  the  subject  forward,  and  press  it  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  Patton  here  interposed,  and  said  further  explanations  be- 
tween the  gentlemen  were  needless,  and  tended  only  to  pro- 
duce a greater  aggravation  of  feeling.  They  were  in  fact  both 
right  and  both  wrong.  The  gentleman  from  Penn.sylvania  was 
perfectly  right  in  saying  that  the  committee  had  resolved  not  to 
lake  up  the  general  subject,  and  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey was  equally  right  in  stating  that  he  had  brought  foi  ward  the 
present  bill  in  committee,  that  it  had  been  discussed  and  deter- 
mined that  he  might  bring  forward  the  bill,  but  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  would  not  hold  themselves  pledged  to 
support  it.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  empower  the  commanders  of  our  public  ve.ssels  to 
compel  Jack  to  part  with  his  grog  and  eat  double  rations  of 
pickles  or  cheese.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  postponed,  and 
the  bill  was  accordingly  postponed. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Hudson  river;  which,  after  discussion  and  amendment,  waa 
laid  aside. 

The  bill  granting  additional  lands  for  the  satisfaction  of  revo- 
lutionary land  warrants,  was  then  taken  up,  and  after  being 
gone  through  with  and  amended,  was  laid  aside,  and  then  the 
committee  rose  and  the  several  bills  were  reported  to  the  house. 

The  house  took  «p  the  fortification  bill,  and  the  question  be- 
ing on  a motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause,  it  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  a fort  upon  George’s  island — ayes  64,  nays  55. 

The  chair  declared  that  no  quorum  had  voted. 

Mr.  Polk  insisted  that  it  was  a quorum,  because  vacant  seats 
were  not  to  be  counted. 

The  chair  interpreted  the  rule  otherwise,  and  decided  that  a 
quorum  must  consist  of  one  half  the  entire  number  of  the 
house,  without  regarding  vacancies  that  had  occurred. 

A debate  ensued,  and  the  motion  was  finally  rejected,  yeas 
73,  nays  80. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of  $100,000  for 
the  fort  on  Throg’s  Neck — which  was  negatived  65  to  8U. 

Mr.  Polk  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for  a fort  at  Grand 
Terre,  Louisiana — rejected  without  a count. 

Mr.  Mcifim  moved  an  amendment,  appropriating  $25,000  to 
commmence  forts  of  the  first  and  second  class  at  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Polk  opposed  the  amendment  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  was  re- 
jected, ayes  40,  nays  95. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 

The  West  Point  academy  hill  was  taken  up,  and  after  debate 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

After  disposing  of  various  other  bills,  the  house,  at  10  o’clock, 
adjourned. 

I'riday,  June  27.  Memorials,  proceedings,  &c.  opposed  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  executive  in  the  removal  of  the  depo- 
sites,  &c.  were  presented  by  Mr.  Denny,  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Mercsr  county.  Pa.;  by  the  same, 
from  the  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  (disapproving  also  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  jirotest),  and  other  measures  of  the  execu- 
tive; by  the  same,  from  four  wards  of  Pittsburgh  and  fifteen 
townships  of  Alleghany  county;  by  the  same,  the  proceedings 
of  the  state  convention  convened  at  Harrisburgh  on  the  27th 
May  last;  all  which  proceedings,  &c.  were  severally  read,  re- 
ferred, &c, 

Mr.  Denny  also  presented  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  of  citi- 
zens of  Mercer  county.  Pa.  favorable  to  the  measures  of  the 
executive  against  the  hank,  which  was  read,  &c. 

Various  bills  from  the  senate  were  reported  from  the  several 
committees,  committed,  laid  on  the  table  or  passed. 

Mr.  E.  Everett  reported  a resolution  directing  that  the  statue 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  presented  to  congress  by  lieut.  Levy,  of  the 
navy,  be  placed  in  the  square  at  the  eastern  front  of  the  eapitol; 
which  resolution  was  read  and  assented  to. 

Mr.  Jarvis  submitted  a resolution  which  was  unanimously 
adopted,  directing  the  clerk  of  this  house  to  pay  to  John  Van- 
derlyn,outof  the  contingent  fund,  $1,. 500  as  additional  com- 
pensation for  the  full  length  portrait  of  Washington,  executed 
by  him,  to  be  placed  in  the  hall  of  representatives. 

Mr.  Polk  introduced  by  consent,  a joint  resolution,  suspend- 
ing the  rule  which  forbids  the  sending  of  new  bills  from  one 
house  to  the  other  on  the  three  last  days  of  the  session,  until  10 
o’clock  this  evening;  which  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Georgia 
claims’  bill;  and 
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Mr.  Ji4am$  rose  in  opposition,  and  spoke  until  tlie  hour  of  -2 
o’clock,  when  the  house  took  a recess  until  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  Georgia  claims’  bill  was  again  taken 
lip,  and  Mr.  concluded  Ins  remaiks.  He  was  followed 

by^Messrs.  Cambreleng,  Burges  and  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Barber  moved  llie  previous  question,  which  being  sustain- 
ed, the  bill  passed,  yeas  99,  nays  GO. 

The  light  house  bill,  alter  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Polk,  passed, 
yeas  119,  nays  55. 

Several  bills,  both  of  a public  and  private  nature  being  dis- 
posed of, 

The  bill  repealing  certain  piovisions  of  the  tariff  law  was  laid 
upon  the  t.nble. 

The  lull  fur  the  final  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  Florida  and 
Arkansas,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Cave  Johnson  moved  an  amendment  allowing  certain 
claimants  to  produce  the  testimony  iu  favor  of  their  claims  be- 
fore the  registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices,  in  their  dis- 
tricts, to  be  by  them  reported  to  congress. 

Messrs.  Ellsworth  and  Vinton  made  inquiries  respecting  the 
lands  and  claimants,  on  whom  the  amendment  was  to  operate, 
and  it  appearing  that  the  lands  were  those  which  had  been  the 
subject  of  alleged  notorious  frauds,  Mr.  Vinton  opposed  the  bill 
and  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Messrs.  Cave  Johnson  and  Sevier  acknowledged  the  frauds  of 
the  individuals  named,  but  alleged  the  present  holders  had  pur- 
. chased  the  lands  innocently.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson 
was  subsequently  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  authorising  the  construction  of  rail  roads  and  canals 
through  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  was  taken  up, 
and  after  a wartii  debate,  laid  on  the  table,  as  beitig  too  loosely 
drawn. 

The  bill  prohibiting  the  corporations  of  Washington,  George- 
town and  Alexandria  from  issuing  bank  bills  of  a less  denomi- 
nation than  10  dollars,  was  taken  up  and  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  bill  appropriating  $100,000  for  the  Alexandria  canal  was 
ordered  to  a third  reading. 

Several  other  bills  connected  with  the  local  affairs  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  its  internal  improvements; 

The  bill  to  carry  into  eflect  the  convention  between  the  U. 
Stales  and  Spain; 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Washington  papers; 

The  bill  to  purchase  frames  for  a frigate  and  schooner; 

The  bill  authorising  transfers  of  naval  appropriations;  and 
The  bill  for  rebuilding  the  frigate  Congress;  and 
The  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river,  were  se- 
verally ordered  to  a third  reading. 

At  half  past  10  o’clock,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  June  28.  Mr.  It.  M.  Johnson  asked  the  consent  of 
the  house  to  permit  him  to  offer  a resolution  embracing  a vote 
of  thanks,  lor  his  services,  to  the  late  speaker  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Several  nietnhcrs  objected. 

Mr.  Crockett  said:  1 go  against  the  resolution  altogether,  and 
I am  ready  to  state  why  1 do  so.  I am  not  inclined  to  adojrt 
a vote  ot  thanks  to  any  man,  without  knowing  what  for,  or  be- 
ing satisfied  they  are  deserved. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  moved  that  the  house  suspend  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  present  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Burges  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered 
and  appeared  as  follows:  yeas  87,  nays  51.  There  not  being 
two  thirds  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Several  bills  were  read  a tliird  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  granting  70,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson 
river  was  passed,  yeas  95,  nays  62,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  harbor  bill  were  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Polk  moved  that  the  house  do  non-concur  in  the  amend- 
ment increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  “raft 
or  obstructions  in  the  Red  river,  from  30,000  to  50,000  dollars; 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  all  agreed  to  and  reported  to  the 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Heath,  the  house  suspended  the  rule  and 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  erection  of  a 
marine  hospital  at  Baltimore,  which  was  amended  and  passed 
to  a third  reading. 

The  hill  extending  the  time,  of  issuing  military  land  warrants 
was  read  and  oidered  to  a third  reading. 

The  house  extended  the  time  nf  sending  new  bills  from  one 
house  to  another  so  as  to  inclnde  several  bills  which  had  just 
been  passed;  and  then  the  house  look  a recess  till  4 o’clock. 

Evening  session.  The  Baltimore  rail  road  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table  by  a vote  of  107  to  50. 

The  senate,  after  having  indefinitely  'postponed  the  light 
house  bill,  sent  for  it  back  to  receive  the  further  action  of  that 
body. 

The  amendments  from  the  senate  to  the  fortification  bill  were 
concurred  in. 

The  rest  of  the  silting  was  chiefly  occupied  with  private  bills 
from  the  senate. 

In  the  course  of  the  night,  Mr.  Speight  moved  a resolution 
prceenting  the  thank*  of  th<-  house  to  Andrew  Stevenson,  late 
speaker,  which  wa*  .adopted,  97  to  40. 


The  house  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  9 o’clock  on  Monday 
morning,  h.-tving  been  in  session  until  nearly  2 o’clock  on  Sun- 
d:iy  morning,  notwitlistuiiding  the  objections  of  ]\lr.  John  Q. 
Jldams  and  others. 

Monday,  June  30.  The  hill  from  the  senate  granting  a lown- 
sliiii  of  land  to  two  linndred  and  thirty-five  einigranl  Pole.s, 
having  been  amended  by  the  house,  was  leintned  by  the  senate 
with  ilieir  ncui-concurrencc  in  the  niiiendnient,  and  coming  up  lor 
cun>ideraiioii,  alier  a waiiii  debale,  the  bon>e  ln^i^l<-d  upon  its 
ainendmeni  (requiring  the  ininiinum  [irice  lot  the  land)  to  the 
bill— yeas  b-2,  na>s  68. 

The  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  con.'-trnction  of  llie 
roioniac  bridge,  &.C.  having  liteii  reintntd  tioin  tlic  scnuie,  with 
some  aniendmeiiis. 

On  motion  ol  iMr.  JV/crccr,  the  house  disagreed  to  a part  of  (he 
senatc’.s  aniendnienl,  and  Inrilier  amended  the  bill.  [.\  conler- 
ente  and  compiomise  alierwards  look  jilace.] 

'I'he  following  genlleincn  were  aiiiioiinced  to  compo.se  the 
cominiliee  to  sit  in  liie  recess  to  inve.siigate  the  afiairs  of  the 
post  office:  Messrs.  Conjior,  Polk,  U hiUlcsey,  Horace  Everett, 
Beardsley,  IVulmough  and  Hawes. 

Mr.  Po/A-uas  excused,  at  his  request,  and  Mr.  Stodrfert  ap- 
pointed in  his  place. 

'I’he  hill  remiiting  the  duties  on  hells  presented  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  passed  66  to  58. 

'I’lic  house  receded  Irom  its  disagreemcnl  to  the  senate’s 
amendment  to  ilie  bill  to  regulate  iiiieicourse  with  the  Indians. 

On  motion  ol  IMr.  Sutherland,  the  house  concurred  in  the  se- 
nate’s ainendnieiil  to  the  light  house  lull. 

The  resolution  making  an  additional  allowance  of  $100  to  the 
chaplain  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Heislcr  moved  a resolution  requiring  the  clerk  of  the 
house  to  coiiii»ile  and  report  tabular  staienients  in  detail  on  the 
subject  of  canals  and  rail  roads;  which  was  rejected. 

The  house  being  without  a quorum,  a call  was  ordered,  and 
after  88  inciiibers  had  answered,  and  others  appearing,  the  call 
was  suspended. 

'I’lu!  senate’s  amendment  to  the  bill  to  pay  for  property  lost 
and  destroyed  in  tlie  late  war  on  the  frontiers,  was  agreed  to. 

'I'he  house  disagreed  to  llie  senate’s  .imeiidinenls  to  the  hill 
to  complete  the  repairs  of  I’eiiiisyl vaiiia  avenue. 

Alter  irnnsaciing  some  minor  bn>iiiess,  the  usual  message 
was  .sent  to  the  senate  and  president,  informing  them  that  the 
house  was  ready  to  ailjmiin,  &,c.  and  the  house  adjourned  until 
the  regular  tiine  of  meeting  in  December  next. 

— @ o<i..— • 

SILVER  COIN  LAW. 

An  act  regulating  the  value  of  certain  loreign  silver  coins  v\  ith- 
in  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  ^imerica  in  coiigress  assembled.  That  from  and 
alter  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  following  silver  coins  shall  be 
of  the  legal  value,  and  shall  pass  current  as  money,  vviitim  the 
United  States,  liy  tale,  for  the  payment  of  all  debt.s  and  de- 
mands, at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  ihe  dollar,  that  is  to 
say,  the  dollars  of  Mexico,  Peru,  Chili  and  Central  America,  of 
not  less  weight  than  four  hundred  and  fifteen  grains  each,  and 
those  rcsiaiiipcd  in  Brazil  of  the  like  weight,  of  not  les.s  fine- 
ness than  leii  ounces  filteeii  pennyweights  of  pure  silver,  in  the 
troy  pound  of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver;  and  the  five 
franc  pieces  of  France,  when  of  not  less  fineness  than  ten 
ounces  and  sixteen  (lenny weights  in  twelve  ounces  troy  weight 
of  standard  silver,  and  weighing  not  less  than  three  hundred 
and  eighty-four  grains  each,  .-u  llie  rate  of  ninety-three  cent* 
each. 

Sec.  2.  J9nd  be  it  further  enacted,  'Pliat  it  shall  he  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cau.*e  as.*ays  of  the  aforesaid 
silver  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  liad  at  the  mint  of 
llie  United  States  at  least  once  in  every  year  and  to  make  re- 
port of  tlie  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Jipproved,  June  '25th,  1834. 

— 

LIST  OF  ACTS 

PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSIO.N  OF  THE  TWENTY- THIRD  CCMT- 
GRESS,  ENDI.NQ  JUNE  30,  1834. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer  of  July  1. 

An  act  granting  pen.-:ioiis  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 
Further  to  extend  the  term  of  certain  pensions  chargeable  on 
the  privateer  pension  fund. 

SupplcineHtary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Garrigues  Flanjiic,  of  Loiii.<iana,” 

.Making  appriiprialioiis,  in  jiai  t,  for  llie  support  of  govcriiincnt 
for  the  year  1831. 

Granting  pen.sioiis  to  certain  persons  therein  n.xmcd. 

Making  certoin  allowances,  and  granting  certain  arrearages 
to  the  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  U.  S.  corps  of  marines. 

To  grant  to  the  stale  of  Ohio  certain  lands  lor  the  support  of 
schools,  in  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for  the  year 
one  ihousaiul  cigbi  hundred  and  thirtj’-fonr. 

Making  api>ropriatioiis  for  tl).-  naval  service,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  four. 

Granting  pensions  to  certain  persons  therein  named. 
Anthori.«ing  the  secretary  of  war  to  establish  n pension  agen- 
cy in  Ihe  town  nf  Decatur,  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  and  to  pro- 
vide I'or  paying  certain  pensions  in  said  town  of  Decatur. 
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In  reference  to  pre-emption  riglits  in  the  soutli-eastern  distiict 
of  Louisiana. 

Gtanting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  Jolin  Yantes. 

Making  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities,  and  other  similar 
objects,  for  the  year  lt!34. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  revolutionary  pensioners  of  the 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1834. 

Concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Confirming  the  title  of  Samuel  Vail  in  a certain  tract  of  land, 
in  the  parish  of  East  Baton  llouge,  Louisiana. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  military  academy  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriations  lor  the  support  of  the  army,  for  the 
year  1834. 

Regulating  the  value  of  certain  silver  coins  within  the  United 
States. 

Making  additional  appropriations  for  certain  harbors,  and  re- 
moving obstructions  in  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  for  the  year 
1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  government,  for  the  year  1834. 

To  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  Arkansas. 

Regulating  the  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  within  the 
United  States. 

To  authorise  the  issuing  a register  to  the  brig  American,  of 
Savannah. 

To  extend  the  time  allowed  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
the  commission,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  with 
France. 

To  change  the  boundary  between  the  south-eastern  and  west- 
ern land  districts  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

To  revive  and  amend  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insol- 
vent debtors  of  the  United  States,”  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  an  act,  in  addition 
thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1832. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  carry  into  effect 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  his  majesty  Ike 
king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  concluded  at  Naples  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  October,  1832. 

To  enable  llie  secretary  of  state  to  purchase  the  papers  and 
books  of  general  Washington. 

To  authorise  the  removal  of  the  custom  house  from  Magnolia 
to  St.  Marks,  in  Florida. 

To  equalise  representation  in  the  territory  of  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

For  the  reappropriation  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  a for- 
mer appropriation  for  the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims, 
for  the  years  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  and  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

Giving  the  consent  of  corigres.s  to  an  agreement  or  compact 
entered  into  between  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  respecting  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of 
said  states. 

Making  additional  appropriations  for  the  armory  at  Harper’s 
Ferry,  for  the  year  1834. 

To  amend  an  act  passed  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May, 
1830,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  sundry  ves- 
sels sunk  for  the  delence  of  Baltimore.” 

Making  appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  certain  Indian 
treaties  and  for  other  purposes. 

To  attach  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  and  north  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  the  territory 
of  Michigan^ 

To  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  Indian 
affairs. 

Making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriations  for  the  public  buildings  and  grounds, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

For  the  belter  organization  of  the  United  Slates  marine 
corps. 

To  increase  and  regulate  the  pay  of  the  surgeons  and  assist- 
ant surgeons  of  the  army. 

To  procure  a bust  in  marble,  of  the  late  chief  justice  Ells- 
worth. 

For  the  completion  of  the  road  from  a point  opposite  to  Mem- 
phis, in  the  state  of  Tennessee,  to  Little  Rock,  in  the  territory 
of  Arkansas. 

Concerning  the  duties  on  lead. 

Authorising  the  selection  of  certain  Wabash  and  Erie  canal 
lands  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

For  the  repairs  of  Mar’s  Hill  military  road,  in  the  state  of 
Maine. 

To  establish  a port  of  entry  at  Natchez,  in  Mississippi,  and 
creating  certain  ports  of  delivery,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Concerning  naval  pensions  and  the  navy  pension  fund. 
Authorizing  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  cer- 
tain roads  to  be  opened  in  Arkansas. 

Confirming  to  Gilbert  Hodges,  his  heirs,  or  legal  representa- 
tives, certain  lands  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Burris,  of  Mississippi,”  approved  February  19,  1831. 

To  suspend  the  operation  of  certain  provisos  of  an  “act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,” 
approved  14th  July,  1832. 


To  aid  in  the  construction  of  certain  roads  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan. 

'I’o  enable  the  president  to  make  an  arrangement  with  the 
government  of  France,  in  rel.ition  to  certain  French  seamen 
killfd  or  wounded  at  Toulon,  and  iheir  fainilies. 

To  anihorise  the  corrcciion  of  erroneous  selections  of  land 
granted  to  the  stale  of  Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
the  Michigan  road. 

Limiting  the  time  of  advertising  the  sales  of  the  public  hands. 
To  cieate  two  adilitional  land  districts  in  the  slate  of  Illinois, 
and  two  new  land  districts  north  of  said  state,  in  the  territory 
now  attached  to  Michigan,  which  lies  between  Lake  Michigan 
and  the  Mississippi  river. 

Confirniing  certain  land  claims  in  the  districtof  St.  Stephen’s, 
in  Alabama. 

For  the  continuation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

To  revive  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights 
to  settlers  on  the  public  lands,”  approved  May  29,  1830. 

To  authorise  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  compromise  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  the  late  firm  of  Minturn  & 
Champlain  and  their  securities. 

To  continue  further  in  force  “an  act  to  authorise  the  exten- 
sion, construction  and  use  of  a lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  rail  road  into  and  within  the  District  of  Columbia.” 

To  authorise  Gazaway  B.  Larmar  to  import  an  iron  steam- 
boat, in  detached  parts,  with  the  necessary  machinery,  tools 
and  working  utensils  therefor,  into  the  United  Slates,  free  from 
duty,  and  to  provide  for  the  remission  of  the  same. 

To  change  the  times  for  commencing  the  sessions  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Delaware. 

Granting  to  general  Philemon  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  a tract 
of  land  in  consideration  of  the  military  services  rendered  by 
him  in  taking  possession  of  that  portion  of  West  Florida  includ- 
ed in  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  “act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Slates  and 
for  other  purposes,”  approved  March  3d,  1825. 

To  remunerate  Stephen  C.  Phillips  for  the  support  and  trans- 
portation of  shipwrecked  American  seamen.  . 

For  changing  the  term  of  the  district  court  for  the  westefn 
district  of  Louisiana. 

To  amend  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to  annex  a part  of  the  state 
of  New  Jersey  to  the  collection  district  of  New  York;  to  re- 
move the  office  of  collector  of  Niagara  to  Lewislown;  to  make 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  in  the  district  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  a port  of 
delivery;  and  out  of  the  districts  of  Miami  and  Mississippi,  to 
make  two  new  districts,  to  be  called  the  districts  of  Sandusky 
and  Teche,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

Authorising  the  governors  of  the  several  states  to  transmit  by 
mail  certain  books  and  documents. 

To  confirm  the  selection  and  survey  of  two  sections  of  land 
to  Francis  Lafontaine  & Son,  and  their  assignees. 

Authorising  a sum  of  money  to  be  distributed  among  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  late  private  armed  brig  General  Armstrong. 

Granting  a township  of  land  to  certain  exiled  Poles  from  Po- 
land. 

Authorising  the  payment  of  bounty  on  certain  fishing  vessels 
lost  at  sea. 

To  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Making  appropriations  for  building  light  houses,  light  boats, 
beacons  and  monuments,  for  the  year  1834. 

Making  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Hudson  river,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Granting  pensions  to  several  persons  therein  named. 

To  refund  the  extra  tonnage  duty  on  brig  Liberator. 

To  refund  to  certain  owners  of  the  schooner  Joseph  and  Mary 
the  sum  paid  into  the  treasury  by  reason  of  the  condemnation 
of  said  vessel. 

To  authorise  the  sale  of  lots  in  the  town  of  Saint  Marks,  in 
Florida. 

To  carry  into  effect  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  8th  of 
January,  1821,  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia  against  said  In- 
dians, prior  to  1822. 

To  renew  the  patent  of  Thomas  Blanchard. 

Authorising  Edmund  Brooke  to  remove  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia two  slaves  owned  by  him  prior  to  his  removal  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Repealing  certain  acts  of  the  legislative  council  of  the  territo- 
ry of  Florida. 

Authorising  a road  to  be  cut  out  from  the  northern  boundary 
of  the  territory  of  Florida,  by  Marianna,  to  the  town  of  Apala- 
chicola, within  the  said  territory. 

To  mark  and  open  a road  from  Columbia  to  Little  Rock,  in 
the  territory  of  Arkansas. 

To  provide  for  rebuilding  the  frigate  Congress. 

Authorising  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  experiments 
for  the  safety  of  the  steam  engine. 

Authorising  the  purchase  of  live  oak  frames  for  a frigate  and 
sloop  of  war,  and  for  other  purposes. 

To  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  direct 
transfers  of  appropriations  in  the  naval  service,  under  certain 
circumstances. 

Authorising  the  construction  of  a bridge  across  the  Potomac, 
and  repealing  all  acts  already  passed  in  relation  thereto. 

Increasing  the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  United  States  for 
the  territories  of  Michigan,  Arkansas  and  Florida. 
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To  authorise  an  extra  session  of  the  legislative  council  of  the 
territory  of  Michigan. 

To  prohibit  the  corporations  of  Washington,  Gi'orgetown  ami 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  ol  Colninbia,  from  issuing  promisso- 
ry notes  or  bills  of  any  denominalion  less  than  ten  dollars,  after 
the  period  therein  Hieniioned,  and  for  the  gradual  v\ iihdrawal 
from  circulation  of  all  such  notes  and  bills. 

Supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the  several  acts  respect- 
ing copy-rigliis. 

For  establishing  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the  country 
purchased  ot  the  Chickasaws  by  the  treaty  of  18'22. 

Making  compensation  for  certain  diplomatic  services,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

To  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of  the  United  States 
in  a certain  Indian  reservation  lying  between  the  rivers  Missis- 
sippi and  Desmoiiies. 

'I’o  authorise  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  James  La- 
tham, deceased,  to  withdraw  and  relocate  a land  warrant. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  claims  for  property  destroyed 
by  the  eneniy  while  in  the  military  service  of  tlie  United  States 
during  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Illinois 
and  Michigan  territoiy. 

To  complete  the  improvements  of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  vessels. 

RELIEF  acts. 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Thompson;  of  George  Chinn;  of  Ben- 
jamin Sherfy;  of  the  heirs  of  widow  Robert  Avast;  of  Thomas 
Richaidsoii;  of  William  S.  Anderson;  of  George  H.  Jennings; 
of  James  II.  Brewer;  of  John  Webber;  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Janies  Morrison,  deceased;  of  John  Thompson;  of  Rich- 
ard Bagnall,  executor  of  James  B.  Vaughan;  ofWhitfoid  Gill; 
of  Peregrine  Gardner;  of  Edward  Willet;  of  Jotham  Lincoln, 
administrator  of  Samuel  Burr  Lincoln,  deceased;  of  John  H. 
Maguire;  of  Russell  Hunt,  David  Hunt  and  Amos  Hunt;  of 
Philip  Hickey;  of  John  Bills;  of  Daniel  Hazleton  and  William 
Palmer;  of  Francis  Barnes;  of  Joseph  M.  Harper;  of  Martha 
Bailey  and  others;  of  the  heirs  of  Alexander  Boyd,  deceased; 
of  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Three  Sisters,  of  Saybrook;  of 
Philip  Bessotn;  of  the  widow  and  children  of  George  Ludlum, 
deceased;  of  Coleman  Fisher;  of  Lucy  Loomis;  of  the  heirs  of 
Arnold  Henry  Dohrman;  of  Elijah  Lincoln;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Walter  Livingston,  deceased;  of  Joel  Byington; 
of  the  heirs  at  law  of  Richard  Livingston,  a Canadian  refugee, 
deceased;  of  Joel  Wilkinson;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Jo- 
seph Rowe,  deceased;  of  Horatio  N.  Crabb;  of  John  G.  Rey- 
nolds; of  John  Percival,  master  commandant  in  the  U.  Stales 
navy;  of  John  L.  Lobdell;  of  Thomas  Ap.  C.  Jones;  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  representatives  of  Frances  Barham,  deceased,  and 
her  husband.  Fielding  Barham;  of  Aaron  Bellamy;  of  Luther 
L.  Smith;  of  Pearson  Freeman;  of  Joseph  Guedry  and  others; 
of  Asher  Morgan  and  others;  of  Richard  Nance;  of  Baptiste 
Jeansonne  and  Joseph  Pierre  Petre;  of  George  Elliott;  of  John 
Winslett;  of  John  S.  Flemming,  administrator  de  bonis  non  of 
John  Syme,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Christian 
Ish,  deceased;  of  Robert  Reynolds;  of  the  heirs  or  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  doctor  John  Perrien,  deceased;  of  sundry  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  have  lost  property  by  the  depredations 
of  certain  Indian  tribes;  of  Frederick  Raymer;  of  Antoine  Cru- 
zat;  of  Teienee  Le  Blanc;  of  William  Weedon;  of  Jeremiah 
Worsham;  of  Joseph  Clift;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Thompson,  jr.  late  of  Louisiana;  of  Marguerite  Baron,  widow 
of  Jean  Pierre  Ledoux;  of  George  K.  Jackson;  of  Henry  Oakes; 
of  Francais  Stizone;  of  Henry  Sewall  and  Robert  Sewall;  of 
John  C.  Naylor;  of  Benjamin  Jacobs,  of  Samuel  Bayard,  sur- 
viving executor  of  John  Bayard,  deceased,  and  of  the  executors 
of  Joseph  Falconer,  deceased;  of  William  Enos,  of  Arkansas; 
of  Judith  Thomas  and  Daniel  Palmer;  of  George  Bowen;  of 
William  K.  Paulding;  of  William  Haslett;  of  Samuel  D.  Wal- 
ker; of  Alexander  J.  Rohinson;  of  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  William  G.  Christopher,  deceased;  of  W'^illiam 

B.  Doliber  and  others,  owner  and  heirs  of  the  crew  of  the 
schooner  Mary  and  Hannah;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Brown;  of  Henry  Whitney;  of  Jonathan  Walton  and 
John  J.  De  Graff;  of  Stephen  Kingston;  of  Asha  Hartfield,  his 
assignee,  or  legal  representative;  of  John  Allen;  of  certain  in- 
habitants of  East  Florida;  of  Thomas  Minor;  ofiMargaret  Riker; 
of  Wolcott  Chauncey;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  P. 
Hainesworth,  deceased;  of  Hannah  Stone;  of  John  Elie  Tholo- 
zan  and  William  Russell;  of  the  city  of  Washington;  of  the 
town  of  Fayetteville,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansas;  of  Charles 
Burkham  and  others,  employed  as  spies,  on  the  frontier  of  Ar- 
kansas, in  1830;  of  Noah  Staley;  of  George  Staley;  of  John 
Kiniberliii;  of  Haggerty  and  David  Austin,  of  New  York;  of 
John  Hone  & Sons,  of  New  York;  of  Peleg  Spencer;  of  John 
Hurtell;  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  Felix  St.  Vraine;  of  James 
Ord:  of  James  Fife,  a Creek  Indian;  of  John  Chandler  and 
William  Johnson;  of  the  representatives  of  Hugh  McGennis, 
deceased;  of  John  Peck;  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  capt.  Win. 
Royall,  deceased;  of  James  Noble;  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Philip  Moore,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tho- 
mas Nash;  of  col.  A.  R.  Woolley;  of  Moses  Archer;  of  Jona- 
than M.  Blaisdell;  of  William  D.  Acken;  of  Hishe  Homa,  other- 
wise called  capt.  Red  Pepper,  an  Indian  of  the  Choctaw  tribe; 
of  William  A.  Duer;  of  John  Duer  and  Beverly  Robinson,  trus- 
tees of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Alexander,  deceased;  of  Aaron  Fitz- 
gerald; of  the  administrators  of  Bolitha  Laws,  deceased;  of 
C harles  J.  Hand;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John 
R ose,  sen.  deceased;  of  John  Kirkpatrick;  of  the  legal  repre- 


sentatives of  Lawrence  Milligan,  deceased;  of  the  sureties  of 
John  H.  Morton;  of  the  legal  represcnialives  of  Thomas  H.  Bo- 
gles, deceased;  of  Peter  Mills;  of  Andrew  Armstrong;  of  Win. 
Mann;  of  John  A.  Webster,  and  lor  the  legal  repieseniatives  of 
John  Coleman;  of  the  widow  of  Clement  B.  Penrose  and  Wm. 

C.  W'addell;  of  John  Shackfoid;  ol  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
at  St.  Louis,  .Missouri;  ol  Janies  Bell,  deceased;  of  a part  of  the 
crew  of  the  biig  Sarah  George;  of  Ephraim  Whitaker;  ol  lieut. 
Robert  VVilmoii;  of  Ann  Mortimer  Barron;  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Buller  Claiborne,  deceased;  of  the  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Everard  IMeade,  deccasetl;  ot  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  captain  James  Crain;  of  John  Emerson;  of  the  heirs  of 
'riiomas  Wallace,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Enos 
Giannis,  deceased;  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
William  Teas,  deceased;  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John 
Taylor,  deceased;  ol  John  Bruce;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  M.  Gregory;  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Admiral;  of 
Jolin  Wilson;  of  Ezekiel  Foster  and  company,  of  Easiport, 
state  of  Maine;  of  Benedict  Alford  and  Robert  Brush;  of  At- 
water and  Dagget,  and  others,  owners  of  the  brig  Hannah;  of 
Francis  and  Judith  Taylor;  of  George  Gordon,  assignee  and  re- 
presentative of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Rainey,  deceased;  of  Amos 
W.  Brow'ii;  of  Samuel  A.  Edmondson;  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Leonard  Holly,  deceased;  of  James  Marsh;  of  Samuel 
Armstrong  Bailey;  of  George  Reed. 

RESOLOTIO.NS. 

Resolution  directing  certain  books  to  be  procured  and  furnish- 
ed members  of  the  23d  congress. 

Giving  the  right  of  way  through  the  property  of  the  United 
States  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  to  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  rail 
road  company. 

P'or  distributing  returns  of  the  last  census. 

Fixing  a day  for  the  adjouriiinent  of  congress. 

Joint  resolution  manifesting  the  sensibility  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress  and  of  the  nation,  on  the  occasion  of  the  decease  of 
general  Lafayette. 

[The  above  list  is  supposed  to  be  co.mplete,  u-ith  the  exception 
of  a very  few  jirivate  acts.  Every  public  act  is  believed  to  be  enu- 
merated.] 

—“*♦©©©«**— 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 

I.\  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

On  the  deposite  bill. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, on  the  24th  June,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  regu- 
lating deposites  of  the  public  money  in  the  local  banks: 

YEAS— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wm.  Allen,  Anthony,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
din,  Brown,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael, 
Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Day,  Deniing,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Forres- 
ter, Fowler,  Wm.  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gholson,  Gilmer,  Joseph 
Hall,  Halsey,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatha- 
way, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Huntington, 
Inge,  Jarvis,  R.  M.  Johnson,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Sea- 
born Jones,  Benj.  Jones,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Leavitt,  3'hos.  Lee,  Lyon,  Lytle,  A.  Mann, 
Joel  K.  Mann,  J.  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Meintire,  McKay, 
McKim,  McKinley,  McLene,  MeVean,  Miller,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton, 
Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk, 
Pope,  Schenck,  Schley,  Augustus  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Speight,  Standifer,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turril,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Hoiiten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Whalon,  C.  P.  White 
—1 12. 

N.AYS— ^Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  J.  Allen, 
Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
Binney,  Bull,  Burd,  Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Win. 
Clark,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Darlington,  Davenport,  De- 
berry, Denny,  Dickson,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  Edward 
Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Philo  C. 
Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland,  Gorham,  Graham,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Heister,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Jarvi.s,  Jackson,  Wm. 
Cost  Johnson,  Lay.  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  IVIartindale,  Mar- 
shall, McComas,  iMcKcnnan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Moore,  Pinck- 
ney, Potts,  Ramsay,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  Wm.  B.  Shepard, 
Wm.  Slade,  Charles  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Steele,  Stewart, 
Philemon  'Pliomas,  Tompkins,  'Purner,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E. 

D.  White,  F.  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams, 
Wilson,  Wise,  Young— 90. 

. On  the  West  Point  appropriation  bill. 

YE.\S — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
William  Allen,  Anthony,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Bay- 
lies,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Binney,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Brown,  Bull, 
Bnrd,  Burees,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Chambers,  Chinn,  S.  Clark, 
William  Clark,  Cramer,  Darlington,’  Day,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Dickerson,  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing, 
Fillmore,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  William  K.  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Gar- 
land, Gillet,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Halsey,  Hannegan,  Hardin, 
Joseph  M.  Harper,  Hathaway,  Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Heister, 
Howell,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Abel  Fluntington,  Jackson,  Jar- 
vis, W.  C.  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson, 
King,  Kinnard,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lav,  Leavitt,  Lincoln,  Lvile, 
Abijah  Mann,  Martindale,  McCarty,  Meintire,  McKay,  McKen- 
nan,  McKim,  McKinley,  MeVeah,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan, 
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Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker,  Patton,  Pearce, 
Pierson,  Potts,  Ramsay,  Heed,  Selden,  Shepard,  Sliinn,  Sloane, 
Steele,  Stewart,  Sioddert,  Sutherland,  William  Taylor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Pliileinon  Thomas,  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Turrill, 
Tweiidy,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Watmough,  Cam()bell  P.  White,  Edtvard  D.  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wise,  Young — 117. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  J.  Allen,  Barringer,  Beale,  Beaumont, 
Blair,  Boon,  BouhJin,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Clay,  Clowney,  Connor,  Crockett,  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Dun- 
lap, Felder,  Forrester,  Foster,  Fowler,  Fulton,  Gholson,  Gil- 
mer, Gordon,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hawes, 
Cave  Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Kavanagh, 
Lea,  Lewis,  Joel  K.  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  Moses  Mason, 
McLene,  Robert  Mitchell- Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Rencher, 
Schley,  Charles  Slade,  Sinith,  Standifer,  William  P.  Taylor, 
Webster,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Williams— 55. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  additional  light  houses,  ^c. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  William  Allen,  Archer,  Ashley,  Barber,  Baylies,  Beards- 
ley, Binney,  Bodle,  Boon,.  Brown,  Bull,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Ca- 
sey, Chambers,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Samuel  Clark,  Cramer,  Crock- 
ett, Darlington,  Denny,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Ellsworth,  Evans,  E. 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gal- 
braith, Garland,  Gillet,  Grennell,  Jos.  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hal- 
sey, Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Howell,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  Abel  Hunt- 
ington, Jackson,  Kavanagh,  Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Lytle,  Marlindale,  Moses  Mason,  Mc- 
Kennan,  McKim,  McVean,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Parks,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Pierson,  Plummer,  Potts,  Reed,  Selden,  Wm.  B.  Shep- 
ard, Shinn,  Sloane,  Smith,  Steele,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, William  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thomas, 
Thomson,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Houten,  Vinton,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Watmough,  Webster,  Campbell  P.  White,  Ed.  D. 
White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wise. 
Young — 106. 

NAYS— Messrs.  John  J.  Allen,  Beale,  Bean,  Blair,  Bockee, 
J.  W.  Bouldin,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Day, 
Deberry,  P.  Dickerson,  D.  W.  Dickinson,  Philo  C.  Fuller,  Ful- 
ton, Gholson,  Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Har- 
din, Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Inge,  Jarvis,  N.  Johnson,  C. 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  King,  Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Abijah 
Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  John  Y.  Mason,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mc- 
Duffie, Mclntire,  McKay,  McKinley,  McLene,  Miller,  Mur- 
phey.  Page,  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Polk,  Ramsay,  Schley,  Aug.  H. 
Shepperd,  Charles  Slade,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Wagener,  Williams, 
Wilson— 59. 

On  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Q.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Barber,  Barnitz,  Barringer,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
Binney,  Bouldin,  Burd,  Burns,  Cage,  Chambers,  Chinn,  Wm. 
Clark,  Corwin,  Coulter,  Cramer,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Day, 
Denny,  Dickerson,  Duncan,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Edward  Everett, 
Horace  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Gholson,  Gorham,  Grennell, 
Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  J.  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hathaway, 
Hazletine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Howell,  Abel  Huntington,  Jack- 
son,  W.  C.  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  King, 
Kinnard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  T.  Lee,  Lincoln;  Love,  Ly- 
tle, Marlindale,  McCarty,  McKennan,  McKim,  McVean,  Mer- 
cer, Miller,  Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Osgood,  Patterson,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  Reed,  Schenck,  Selden,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shinn, 
Sloane,  Steele,  Stewart,  Stoddert,  Sutherland,  Wm.  Taylor, 
Francis  Thomas,  P.  Thomas,  Turrill,  Tweedy,  Vanderpoel, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Watmough,  Webster,  Frederick  Whittlesey, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Wilson,  Young — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Wm.  Allen,  Archer,  Beale,  Bean,  Beards- 
ley, Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bynum,  Cam- 
breleng, Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  S.  Clark,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Connor,  Dickinson,  Ellsworth,  Fel- 
der, Forrester,  Foster,  Fowler,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller,  Gil- 
let, Gilmer,  Gordon,  Graham,  Grayson,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Jabez  W. 
Huntington,  Inge,  Jarvis,  N.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  S.  Jones, 
Luke  Lea,  Leavitt,  Abijah  Mann,  J.  K.  Mann,  Moses  Mason, 
John  Y.  Mason,  McComas,  McDuffie,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Mc- 
Kinley, McLene,  Robert  Mitchell,  Moore,  Page,  Parks,  Parker, 
Patton,  Pierson,  Pinckney,  Plummer,  Polk,  Ramsay,  Rencher, 
Schley,  Smith.  Standifer,  Wm.  P,  Taylor,  Thontpson,  Vitilon, 
Wagener,  C.  P.  White,  Williams,  Wise— 78. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Extract  from  gov.  Foot’s  message  of  May  9,  1834. 

In  a time  of  unexampled  prosperity,  when  labor  of  every 
kind  received  a liberal  and  just  reward;  when  active  industry 
and  enterprise,  which  constitute  the  wealth  of  every  nation, 
promised  a rich  harvest  to  individuals  and  to  the  country;  a 
sudden  and  unexpected  blow  has  been  given  to  our  proeperity, 
which  has  paraltzed  every  exertion,  and  produced  universal 
and  deep  distress  and  alarm! 

A deranged  currency  deranges  every  institution  in  the  coun- 
try, connected  with  property  and  productive  labor.  The  pow- 
er and  duty  of  congress,  to  regulate  the  currency  of  the  country, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned: and  yet  the  power  to  incorporate  a bank  to  effect  this 


object,  is  doubted  by  some,  notwithstanding  judicial  decisions, 
and  long  acquiescence  in  its  exercise.  Whether  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution,  which  gives  to  congress  the  power  “to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
powers  specially  delegated”  authorises  the  incorporation  of  a 
bank,  as  ‘■‘■necessary  and  proper,”  to  regulate  the  currency,  is 
not  for  us  to  decide;  its  present  deranged  condition  will  proba- 
bly hasten  a decision  of  this  question  by  the  coinpeieni  autho- 
rity. 

If  this  power  is  not  in  congress,  where  is  it.^  The  constitu- 
tion expressly  forbids  the  states  to  “coin  money,”  or  “emit 
bills  of  credit.”  And  notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  the 
states  have  incorporated  banks,  to  an  alarming  extent:  and  the 
good  sense  of  the  people  must  decide  whether  a U.  S.  bank  is 
not  indispensable  as  a fiscal  agent  for  the  government,  as  well 
as  for  their  own  interests,  to  guard  against  the  evils  of  an  un- 
sound paper  currency. 

The  incorporation  of  the  present  bank,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  country  at  that  period;  sanctioned  and  ap- 
proved by  those  who  had  before  doubled  its  con.slitutionaliiy; 
was  believed  to  have  settled  the  question  of  constitutional 
power,  and  established  the  permanent  policy  of  the  system  by 
common  consent.  The  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the 
country,  have  been  regulated,  and  accommodated  to  it.  I’he 
deep  and  general  distress  and  destruction  of  confidence,  is  the 
natural  and  necessary  result  of  the  reckless  attempt  of  this  po- 
licy; and  by  the  “removal  of  the  public  deposites,”  to  shake 
public  confidence  in  its  utility  and  solvency,  at  an  incalculable 
loss  to  the  country. 

The  assumption  of  power  in  this  act  of  the  executive,  with- 
out the  consent  or  action  of  congress,  presents  a grave  question 
for  the  decision  of  the  people,  by  the  faithful  exercise  of  the 
right  of  suffrage. 

The  idea,  that  a commercial  country  of  such  vast  extent,  and 
great  resources  as  our  own,  should  ever  return  to  a metallic 
medium,  after  the  long  and  extensive  use  of  a paper  curreney, 
is  too  absurd  and  preposterous  to  require  refutation.  The  ne- 
cessity of  transmitting  the  vast  sums  of  money  required  in  our 
ordinary  commercial  transactions,  through  this  extensive  and 
flourishing  counliy;  and  the  collection  and  di.<bursement  of  the 
revenue  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  union,  must  shew  the  im- 
practicability of  such  a visionary  project. 

A sound  paper  currency,  founded  on  the  precious  metals  as  a 
basis,  and  always  redeemable  in  specie  on  demand;  limited  in 
its  circulation  to  the  wants  of  the  community,  will  be  foutid 
most  convenient  and  will  regulate  itself. 

The  great  error,  and  danger,  in  our  banking  system,  has 
arisen  from  the  issue  of  small  notes.  If  the  banks  in  the  seve- 
ral states  had  been  restricted  to  the  issue  of  notes  of  a denomi- 
nation above  ten  or  even  five  dollars,  the  banking  system 
would  have  been  confined  almost  exclusively  to  its  legitimate 
and  proper  object,  the  commercial  and  financial  interests  of  the 
country — the  precious  metals  would  have  formed  the  grmeral 
currency  of  the  country,  in  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life;  and 
secured  the  paper  currency  from  the  sudden  fluctuations  which 
have  been  loo  often  experienced. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  arising  from  this  attack  upon  the 
bank,  and  the  entire  system,  will  probably  be,  the  incorporation 
ofnumerous  slate  batik,=,  with  large  noirtinal  capitals,  ostensi- 
bly to  supply  the  amount  to  be  withdrawn  by  the  United  States 
bank,  and  to  take  the  place  of  the  notes  of  the  prestmt  bank, 
without  any  increase  of  specie  for  tiieir  redemption:  the  num- 
ber already  incorporated  since  the  removal  of  the  deposites, 
and  the  openly  avowed  hostility  to  the  bank,  are  truly  alarm- 
ing. A sound  and  uniform  currency  is  not  to  be  established  by 
increasing  the  number,  or  capitals  of  state  banks. 

I have  considered  it  my  duty  to  give  to  our  constituents  these 
general  views  of  the  condition  of  our  country,  on  resigning  the 
important  and  highly  responsible  trust  and  station,  from  which 
the  late  election  has  called  me  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  my 
native  slate. 

On  the  29th  tilt,  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  (to  whom  this  part  of  the  message  had  been 
referred),  was  taken,  and  the  following  resolutions  passed,  after 
debate — 

Beit  resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
state  of  Connecticut  in  general  assembly  convened,  That  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  in  removing  the  public  deposites, 
has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales 
from  discharging  its  appropriate  functions  in  relation  to  the 
custody  and  disposition  of  the  moneys  of  the  nation,— has  ex- 
ercised a power  not  conferred  upon  him  by  law — and  has  vio- 
lated the  chaitered  rights  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States- to 
the  subversion  of  the  national  faith,  and  in  derogation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  in  disapprov- 
ing by  its  resolutions  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  has  "iven 
additional  evidence  of  being  worthy  of  its  exaltitd  character  as 
the  faithful  representative  of  the  states,  and  the  watchful  guar- 
dian of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo[»le. 

Resolved,  That  this  assembly  entirely  disapproves  of  the  de- 
sign and  attempt  of  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  as  evinc- 
ed by  the  transmission  and  contents  of  his  protest,  to  superin- 
tend and  direct  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates — a co-ordinate 
department,  and  which,  in  an  especial  manner,  represents  the 
interests  of  the  several  states — and  to  control  and  restrain  its 
constitutional  action — and  this  assembly  entirely  approves  of 
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Ihe  proceedings  of  the  senate  in  relation  to  the  protest  of  the 
president.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  his  un- 
precedented exercise  of  the  power  of  the  veto;  by  the  control 
he  has  assumed  and  exerted  over  tlie  subordinate  officers  ot  the 
United  States;  by  his  mode  of  dispensing  the  patronage  of  the 
government;  by  his  repeatedly  frustrating,  under  various  pre 
lences,  the  exercise  by  tlie  senate  of  the  United  States,  ot  its 
constitutional  power  of  advice  and  consent  in  appointments  to 
office,  and  by  his  claim  of  the  right  to  control  and  remove  Ihe 
public  properly  and  treasure  at  his  di.'.crelion,  and  to  construe 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  according  to  his 
own  opinion,  without  regard  to  that  of  congress,  the  judiciary, 
or  the  nation — has  iiilringed  the  liiiidamental  principles  of  oiir 
government,  and  furnished  irresistible  prool  that  our  Irte  iiisli- 
tutions  are  in  peril. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  assembly  be  presented  to 
the  senators  and  representatives  from  this  slate,  in  tlie  con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates  for  their  firm  and  independent  course 
at  tlie  present  alarming  ciisis;  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
continue  to  use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  restore  the  public  de- 
posiles  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, and  to  maintain  the  su- 
prenmey  of  the  constitution  and  laws  o-f  tlie  United  States. 

^nd  whereas,  lUti  banks  of  the  United  Slates,  heretofore  incor- 
porated, have  been  found  extensively  advantageous  for  the  cus- 
tody and  dispobilion  of  the  public  moneys,  and  have  exerted  an 
influence  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  highly  salutary,  in 
prevention  of  evils  otherwise  unavoidable:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  preservation  of  a sound  currency;  for 
the  safe  custody,  expeditious  transmission,  and  cheap  disburse- 
ment of  its  moneys,  the  nation  requires  a national  bank;  and  the 
question  of  the  recliarter  of  the  present  bank  of  the  United 
States  with  suitable  modifications,  this  assembly  refers  to  the 
wisdom  of  congress. 

On  the  preamble  and  first  resolution,  yeas  148,  nays  45— inaj. 
103. 

On  the  second  resolution,  yeas  148,  nays  47 — niaj.  101. 

On  the  third  resolution,  yeas  149,  nays 44 — maj.  104. 

On  the  fourth  resolution,  yeas  144,  nays  48— maj.  96. 

On  the  fifth  resolution,  yeas  135,  nays  48— maj.  87. 

On  the  sixth  resolution,  yeas  147,  nays  37— maj.  110. 

On  the  seventh  resolution,  yeas  137,  nays  35 — maj.  102. 

■ ■..»a  & 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Executive  department — Charleston  I2lh  June  1834. 
The  appeal  court  having  decided  that  the  10th  section  of  the 
act,  passed  at  tlie  last  session  of  the  legislature,  “for  military 
organization  of  the  state,”  which  provides,  that  all  militia  offi- 
cers shall,  within  thirty  days  after  their  election,  take  an  oath 
“that  they  will  be  faithful  and  true  allegiance,  bear  to  the  state 
of  South  Carolina,”  is  unconstitutional,  null  and  void,  it  be- 
comes the  duly  of  all  oflicers  enlrii.-led  with  the  execution  of 
the  law,  to  conform  to  that  decision,  until  Ihe  constitution  shall 
be  amended,  or  the  deci.sion  reversed.  Under  our  system  of 
government  it  is  the  province  of  the  judiciary  to  exjiound  the 
law's,  and  obedience  to  the  con.«tituled  authorities  has  always 
been  a distinguished  trait  in  the  character  of  ihi;  people  of 
South  Carolina.  All  officers  of  the  militia,  therefore,  whose 
commissions  may  have  been  withheld  in  consijqiience  of  their 
neglect  or  refusal  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  prescribed  by 
the  above  act,  will,  on  aiiplication  to  the  proper  officers,  he  en- 
titled to  receive  theii  couimissions.  The  court  has  also  decided 
that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  19th  December,  1794, 
(the  only  oath  heretofore  taken  by  militia  officers  in  this  state), 
is  likewise  uncon.<tiiulional,  and  that  the  only  oath  which  said 
officers  can  be  lawfully  required  to  take,  is  that  to  be  found  in 
the  4th  art.  of  the  constitution,  in  the  following  words,  viz: — “1 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I am  duly  qualified,  according  to  the 
constitution  of  this  stale,  to  exercise  the  office  in  which  I have 
been  appointed,  and  will,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  discharge 
the  duties  thereof,  and  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  consti- 
tution of  this  state,  and  of  the  United  States.” 

All  officers  who  have  not  heretofore  taken  this  oath,  whether 
.they  have  received  their  commissions  or  not,  will  accordingly, 
take  the  said  oath  before  some  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  of- 
ficer authorised  to  administer  oaths,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
duly  certified  and  endorsed  on  their  commissions.  Where  va- 
cancies exist,  prompt  measures  will  be  taken  by  the  proper  offi- 
cers, to  cause  the  same  to  be  filled  up;  and,  as  soon  as  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  shall  be  completed  under  the  late  net, 
reports  thereof  will  be  made  to  the  proper  officers,  and  through 
them  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

The  governor  is  well  aware  that  he  might  have  transferred  to 
others,  the  responsibility  of  deciding  on  tlie  course  proper  to  be 
pursued  on  this  occasion.  Under  the  power  conferred  by  the 
constitution  upon  the  executive,  the  legislature  might  have 
been  immediately  convened,  and  the  whole  question  submitted 
to  their  wisdom.  This  course  he  would  have  felt  himself  bound 
to  pursue,  if  the  decision  of  the  judges  had  been  regarded  by 
him  as  leaving  the  state  without  officers,  and  w’ithout  any  mili- 
tary organization,  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  incident  to  our  pe- 
culiar situation.  But  putting  a different  construction  upon  the 
decision,  and  believing  that  its  only  effect  will  be  to  prevent  Ihe 
enforcement  of  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  the  state 
until  such  time  as  the  same  shall  become  part  of  the  constitu 
tion  by  the  final  adoption  of  the  amendment  already  agreed  to 
by  two-thirds  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  at  their  last 
session,  and  now  awaiting  the  ratification  of  the  ensuing  legis 


lature  to  be  chosen  by  the  people  in  October  next,  the  governor 
has  deemed  it  more  advisable  to  refer  the  great  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  the  decision  of  the  appeal  court  to  the  next  legisla- 
ture, comine,  as  they  will,  fresh  from  the  people,  than  to  im- 
pose upon  those  whose  office  is  about  to  expire  the  duty  of  re- 
vising their  own  acts,  and  deciding  an  existing  controversy  be- 
tween the  legislative  and  judicial  departments  of  the  govern- 
ment. It  is  deemed  a decisive  argument  in  favor  of  this  course, 
that  in  submilling  those  iiiiporlant  questions — involving,  as 
they  are  supposed  to  do,  the  rights  and  duties  of  the  citizen,  the 
sovereignly  of  the  stale,  and  the  relative  powers  of  the  legisla- 
ture and  judiciary) — to  the  people,  an  apiieal  is  made  to  the 
highest  tribunal  known  to  our  sy.-iein,  the  source  of  all  (K)wer, 
wliose  decision  (no  longer  del. i>  ed  than  may  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  an  enlightened  judgmeni,  free  from  all  undue  ex- 
citement) will  conic  with  an  irkesistihle  weight  and  au- 
thority. Nor  is  it  believed,  that  the  example  of  moderation 
and  respect  for  the  laws  and  constituted  anlhoritics  of  the  coun- 
try thus  aflbrded  at  a period  of  much  excitement,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances of  peculiar  trial  and  difficulty,  can  be  without  a sa- 
lutary influence  on  public  opinion,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  governor  and  commandcr-iii  chief,  in  presenting  these 
views  to  liis  fellow  citizens,  confidently  relies  on  their  cor- 
dial co-operation  in  giving  effect  to  the  laws,  and  preserving 
the  peace  and  good  order  of  society. 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE. 

— - 

IN  MEMORY  OF  LAFAYETTE. 
order,  no  46. 

Head  quarters  of  the  army. 

Adjutant  general’s  ofice,  Washington  June  21sf,  1834. 
The  maj.  general  commanding  the  army,  has  received  through 
th^  war  department,  the  following  “general  orders”  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

general  orders. 

Washington,  June  21,  1834. 

Information  having  been  received  of  the  death  of  general 
Lalayette,  the  president  considers  it  due  to  his  own  feelings,  as 
well  as  to  the  character  and  services  of  that  lamented  man,  to 
announce.lhe  event  to  the  army  and  navy. 

Lafayette  was  a citizen  of  France,  but  he  was  the  distinguish- 
ed friend  of  the  United  Slates.  In  early  life  he  embarked  in 
that  contest  which  secured  freedom  and  independence  to  our 
country.  Ilis  services  and  sacrifices  consliliiied  a part  of  our  re- 
volutionary history,  and  his  memory  will  be  second  only  to  that 
of  Washington  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people.  In  his 
own  country,  and  in  ours,  he  was  the  zealous  and  uniform 
friend  and  advocate  of  rational  liberty.  Consistent  in  his  prin- 
ciples and  conduct,  he  never,  during  a long  life,  comiriilted  an 
act,  which  exposed  him  to  just  accusation,  or  which  will  ex- 
pose his  memory  to  reproach.  Living  at  a period  of  great  e.x- 
citement  and  of  moral  and  political  revolutions,  engaged  in 
many  of  the  important  events  which  fixed  the  attention  of  the 
world,  and  invited  to  guide  the  destinies  of  France  at  two  of  the 
most  momentous  eras  of  her  history,  his  political  integrity  and 
personal  disinterestedness  have  not  been  called  in  question. 
Happy  in  such  a life,  he  has  been  happy  in  his  death.  He  has 
been  taken  from  the  theatre  of  action,  with  faculties  unimpair- 
ed, with  a reputation  unquestioned,  and  an  object  of  veneration 
wherever  civilization  and  the  rights  of  man  have  extended;  and 
mourning  as  we  may  and  must  his  departure,  let  us  rejoice  that 
this  associate  of  Washington  has  gone,  as  we  humbly  hope,  to 
rejoin  his  illustrious  commandpr,.in  the  fullness  of  days  and  of 
honor.  He  c.anie  in  his  youth  to  defend  our  country.  He  came 
in  the  maturity  of  his  age  to  witness  her  growth  in  all  the  ele- 
ments of  prosperity.  And  while  witnessing  these,  he  received 
those  teslimonals  of  national  gratitude,  which  (iroved  how  strong 
was  his  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  American  people. 

One  melancholy  duly  remains  to  be  performed.  The  last 
major  general  of  the  revolutionary  army  has  died.  Htm.self  a 
young  and  humble  participator  in  tlie  struggles  of  that  peiind, 
the  president  feels  called  on  as  well  by  personal  as  public  con- 
siderations, to  direct  that  appropriate  honors  be  paid  to  the 
memory  of  this  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier.  He  therefore 
orders  that  the  same  honors  be  rendered  on  this  occasion  at  the 
different  military  and  naval  stations  as  were  observed  upon  the 
decease  of  Washington,  the  father  of  his  country,  and  his  co- 
temporary in  arms. 

In  ordering  this  homage  to  be  paid  to  the  memory  of  one  so 
eminent  in  the  field,  so  wise  in  council,  so  endeared  in  private 
life,  and  so  well  and  favorably  known  to  both  hemispheres,  the 
president  feels  assured,  that  he  is  anticipating  the  sentimeiit.s, 
not  of  the  array  and  navy  only,  but  of  the  whole  American  peo- 
ple. ANDREW  JACKSON. 


In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  president,  the  following 
funeral  honors  will  be  paid  at  the  several  stations  of  the  army. 

At  day-break,  twenty-four  guns  will  be  fired  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  one  gun  at  the  interval  of  every  half  hour  there- 
after till  sunset. 

The  flags  of  the  several  stations  will,  during  the  day,  be  at 
half  mast.  The  officers  of  the  army  wilt  wear  crape  on  their 
left  arm  for  the  period  of  six  months. 

This  order  will  be  carried  into  effect  under  the  direction  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  post  and  station,  the  day  after 
its  reception. 

By  command  of  maj.  general  Macomb,  commanding  in  chief; 

R.  JONES,  adjutant  general. 
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CIRCULAR. 

To  the  commander  of  each  naval  station. 

Navy  department,  June  21st,  1834. 

In  conformity  with  the  accompanying  general  order  from  the 
president  of  tlie  United  States,  in  honor  to  the  memory  of  gen. 
Lafayette,  you  will,  on  the  day  following  the  receipt  of  this, 
cause  twenty-four  guns  to  be  fired  in  quick  succession,  at  day- 
break, and  one  gun  every  half  hour  thereafter,  till  sunset;  the 
flags  of  the  several  stations  will  be,  during  the  day,  at  half  mast 
high. 

All  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  will  wear  crape  on 
the  left  arm  for  six  months.  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

(Here  follows  the  general  order  of  the  president  given  above.) 

— — *»©  @ 04*“— ■ 

CHESAPEAKE  AMD  OHIO  CAMAL  COMPANY. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company, 
in  general  meeting,  on  Friday  last  week,  unanimously  elected 
George  C.  Washington,  esq.  of  Maryland,  to  be  president  of  the 
company,  and  Richard  H.  Henderson,  Phineas  Janney,  Walter 
Smith,  John  I.  JLbert,  William  Gunton  and  George  Bender,  to 
be  directors. 

Previous  to  the  election,  the  hon.  Andrew  Stevmrt,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, wa.s  nominated  for  the  office  of  president.  Whereup- 
on, the  chairman  presented  to  the  meeting  the  following  letter: 
House  of  representatives , June  27,  18.34. 

Sir:  In  my  note  of  the  16th  instant,  I stated  that  the  only 
consideration  that  could  induce  me  to  accept  the  presidency  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  company,  would  be  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  pending  in  congress,  granting  further  aid  to  that  work. 
As  this  seems  now  to  be  out  of  the  question,  I respectfully  with- 
draw my  name  from  the  consideration  of  the  stockholders  as  a 
candidate  for  that  situation.  With  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  A.  STEWART. 

Wm.  A.  Bradley,  esq.  ch^man  of  the  meeting  of  stockholders.  4'c. 
@ ~ 

MR.  TANEY  AND  THE  PRESIDENT. 
Correspondence  between  the  president  of  the  United  States  and 

the  hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  upon  the  subject  of  the  resignation  of 

his  office  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Washington,  June  25, 1834. 

Sir:  The  senate  having  yesterday  refused  to  confirm  my  no- 
mination, as  secretary  of  the  treasury,  I beg  leave  to  resign  the 
commission  with  which  you  honored  me,  during  the  last  recess. 
It  would  expire,  by  its  own  limitation,  at  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  congress,  which  is  now  at  hand.  But  after  the  ap- 
pointment has  been  submitted  to  the  senate,  and  acted  on  by 
them,  it  is  due  to  you  and  to  myself,  that  I should  conform  to 
their  decision,  and  retire  at  once  from  the  office. 

I cannot,  however,  take  my  final  leave  of  the  official  rela- 
tions which  have  connected  me  with  your  administration, 
without  returning  my  cordial  thanks  for  the  many  and  conti- 
nued proofs  of  kindness  and  confidence,  which  I have  received 
at  your  hands.  1 shall  always  bear  them  in  grateful  recollec- 
tion, and  am  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  serv’t. 

R.  B.  TANEY. 

The  president  of  the  United  States. 

Washington,  June  25,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  Your  resignation  of  the  appointment  of  secretary 
of  the  treasury,  conferred  upon  you  in  the  recess  of  the  senate, 
and  now  relinquished  in  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  that  bo- 
dy to  confirm  your  nomination,  has  been  received. 

I cannot  refrain  from  expr^«.sing  on  this  occasion,  my  pro- 
found regret  at  the  necessity  of  your  retirement  from  that  im- 
portant office,  nor  can  I sntter  the  opportunity  to  pass,  without 
paying  a just  tribute  to  the  patriotism,  firmness  and  ability 
which  you  have  uniformly  exhibited  since  your  introduction 
into  my  cabinet.  Knowing  that  such  a station  was  not  desired 
by  you,  and  was  in  opposition  to  your  course  of  life,  I could 
not  but  feel  grateful  to  you,  when,  in  compliance  with  my  in- 
vitation, you  exchanged  the  independence  of  your  professional 
pursuits,  for  the  labors  and  responsibilities  of  the  office  of  attor- 
ney general  of  the  United  States.  This  sentiment  was  greatly 
and  deservedly  increased,  during  the  last  year,  when  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  me,  and  with 
my  earnest  desire  to  avail  inyselfof  your  services  in  the  treasu- 
ry department,  you  generously  abandoned  the  studies  and  avo- 
cations to  which  your  life  had  been  devoted,  and  encountered 
the  responsibility  of  carrying  into  execution  those  great  mea- 
sures which  the  public  interest  and  the  will  of  the  people  alike 
demanded  at  our  hands.  For  the  prompt  and  disinterested  aid, 
thus  afforded  me  at  the  risk  of  personal  sacrifices,  which  were 
then  probable,  and  which  have  now  been  realised,  I feel  that  I 
owe  you  a debt  of  gratitude  and  regard,  which  I have  not  the 
power  to  discharge.  But,  my  dearsir,  you  have  all  along  found 
support  in  a consciousness  of  right;  and  you  already  have  a 
sure  promise  of  reward  in  the  approbation  and  applause  which 
an  intelligent  and  honest  people  always  render  to  distinguished 
merit. 

The  plan  of  financial  policy  which  you  have  initiated  by  your 
acts,  and  developed  in  your  official  reports,  and  which  has  thus 
far  received  the  full  approbation  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  will,  ultimately,  I trust,  be  carried  into  complete  ope- 
ration; and  its  beneficial  effects  on  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  best  interests  "of  society,  will  be,  in  all  future  time, 
more  than  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  momentary  injus 
tice  to  which  you  have  now  been  subjected.  And  as  it  is  the 
martyrs  in  any  cause,  whose  memory  is  held  most  sacred;  so 


the  victims  in  the  great  struggle  to  redeem  our  republic  from 
the  corrupting  domination  of  a great  moneyed  power,  will  be 
remembered  and  honored,  in  proportion  to  their  services  and 
their  sacrifices.  I am,  very  respectfully  and  sincerely,  your 
Iriend,  your  obedient  servant,  AxNDREW  JACKriON. 

Hon.  R.  B.  Taney. 

— ■■ 

FRAUD  IN  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

THE  DEPOSITIO.N  OF  ED.MUND  ROW, 

Before  the  committee  on  the  public  lands,  of  the  senate  of  the  U. 

States,  under  a resolution  of  the  senate  relative  to  the  public 

lands: 

(j_uestion — Where  do  you  reside,  and  what  is  your  occupation.’ 

answer — I reside  in  Orange  county,  Virginia,  and  am  by  oc- 
cupaiion,  a larnier. 

(j,uestion — Have  you  ever  attended  any  sale  of  the  public 
lands;  if  so,  .state  at  what  place,  in  what  state,  and  at  whai  time.’ 

Answer — In  1833,  from  the  23d  to  the  29ih  of  October,  1 at- 
tended at  Cliocchuma  land  office,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi, 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  had  been  ceded  by  the  Choc- 
taw tribe  of  Indians  to  the  United  States. 

(Question — Were  the  surveys  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  Choc- 
taw Indians  completed  by  the  surveyors  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  returns  made  to  the  projicr  offices,  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
proclamation  lor  the  sale  of  these  lands? 

Answer — As  to  the  surveys  being  completed  and  returns  made, 
I know  not.  I saw  one  or  two  companies  going  out  to  survey 
the  unsurveyed  ceded  lands;  I also  heard  many  of  the  citizens 
of  the  state,  some  of  them  actual  settlers,  complaining  that  the 
lands  were  put  into  market  before  more  than  half  of  them  were 
surveyed. 

Q,uestion — Had  the  people  of  that  district  sufficient  informa- 
tion, prior  to  the  day  appointed  in  the  proclamation  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  sales,  to  enalile  the  actual  settlers  to  make 
their  arrangements  for  attending  and  purchasing? 

Answer — I heard  many  men  complain  that  they  had  not  had 
sufficient  time  from  the  first  notice  they  had  oi  the  proclamation 
till  the  day  of  sale,  to  make  their  arrangements  lor  attending 
and  purchasing;  the  first  information  too,  obtained  by  some, 
was  received  trom  persons  riding  through  the  country  to  exa- 
mine the  lands  within  a very  short  time  before  the  sale. 

Cluestion — Were  not  the  sales  attended  by  speculators  from 
difterent  parts  of  the  country,  so  far  as  you  know  and  believe? 

Answer — I believe  they  were;  there  appeared  to  be  specula- 
tors from  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  beside  those,  who 
resided  in  the  state  of  Mississijipi. 

(Question — Did  the  speculators  you  mention,  from  the  states  of 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  bid  against 
each  other,  or  did  they  combine  for  the  purpose  of  deterring 
poor  men.  or  men  who  only  wished  to  purchase  small  tracts  of 
land,  from  bidding  for  the  lands  on  which  they  resided,  or  other 
lands  which  they  might  desire  to  purchase  for  actual  settlement 
and  cultivation,  thereby  taking  into  their  own  hands  the  control 
of  the  sales  for  their  own  benefit? 

Answer — 1 arrived  at  Chocchuma,  on  the  23d  of  October,  two 
days  after  the  commencement  of  the  sales,  and  on  that  day, 
there  was  a public  address  made  to  the  people,  by  a gentleman 
who  said  that  they,  the  companies  of  speculators,  had  united  to 
shield  the  actual  settlers  from  being  imposed  upon  by  individual 
speculators,  and  that  his  company  was  willing  that  any  actual 
settler  should  buy  one  quarter  section  of  land  wherever  he  pleas- 
ed, and  as  low  as  he  could  get  it,  if  it  were  at  the  government 
price,  or  that  his  company  would  purchase  it  for  him  as  low  as 
they  could  get  it,  and  let  him  have  it  for  what  they  gave,  provid- 
ed, however,  that  said  settler  would  sign  a paper,  obliging  him- 
sel.'",  not  to  bid  for  any  other  lands  thus  ofl'ered  at  that  sale,  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  U.  States.  He  suggested,  however,  that 
his  company  would,  immediately  after  the  sales  of  the  U.  States 
lands  were  closed,  sell  at  public  sale,  any  lands  they  might  pur 
chase,  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  which  sale  the  settlers  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  as  much  more  land  as  they 
might  want. 

Question — Did  these  companies  of  speculators,  purchase  large 
quantities  of  the  public  lands?  If  so,  at  what  price? 

Answer — I believe,  according  to  the  best  estimation  I could 
make,  they  purchased  three-fourths  ol  what  was  sold,  and  most 
generally  at  government  prices. 

QuesHon— Did  these  speculators,  after  the  public  sales  were 
closed,  offer  the  lands,  so  purchased  by  them  at  augmented 
prices,  and  did  they  make  any  sales  to  persons  attending  the 
governnient  sales,  at  the  prices  put  on  them?  If  so,  what  price 
per  acre  did  they  receive? 

Answer— I can  make  no  answer  to  these  inquiries,  as  I left 
the  place  before  the  government  sales  were  closed. 

Cluestion — Did  you  attend  the  sale  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing land  with  a view  to  actual  settlement  and  cultivation?  and 
if  so,  did  you  purchase  at  the  public  sale  of  the  government,  or 
did  you  purchase  from  the  company  of  speculators? 

Answer — I did  attend  the  sale  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
for  actual  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  purchased  from,  or 
rather  through  the  agents  or  bidders  of  a company  of  specu- 
lators. 

Question — Had  you  selected  for  purchase  any  particular  tract 
of  land? 

Answer — I had. 

(Question — Why  did  you  prefer  purchasing  from  or  through 
one  of  the  agents  of  the  company  of  speculators,  to  bidding  for 
it  yourself,  at  public  sale? 
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^nsu-er—l  was  a stranger  in  the  country,  and  tliis  being  the 
first  sale  I had  ever  attended  there,  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
customs  and  proceedings  at  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

QuesfioH— What  were  the  circumstances  which  induced  you 
to  purchase,  through  the  agent  of  the  company.’ 

Jinstrer — In  bidding  for  tlie  laud  which  1 had  selected,  before 
the  sale,  1 found  it  run  on  me,  and  knocked  off  to  myscll  and 
son,  at  between  four  and  five  dollars  per  acre;  whereas,  I obj 
served  that  the  company  generally  obtained  their  lands  at  $1  -5 
per  acre,  and  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  no  person  bid 
against  them,  I was  therefore  induced  to  forfeit  the  land  thus 
charged  to  mysell  and  son,  to  be  resold.  It  was  then  pun-hased 
by  the  agent  of  the  company  of  speculator.s,  at  a price  not  ex- 
ceeding $l  27,  who  immedialely  sold  ft  to  me  at  one  dollar  ad- 
vance per  acre,  which  he  had  previously  agreed  to  do.  I took  of 
course  the  receivers  receipt  to  said  agent,  with  the  register’s 
receipt  upon  the  back  of  it,  for  the  transfer  of  the  same  to  me. 

Q^nestion — Who  were  the  bidders  or  agents  of  the  company 
for  purchasing  at  the  public  sales,  how  many  of  them  were 
there,  and  where  did  they  reside.? 

Answer— I think  there  were  five,  if  not  six  persons,  who  were 
considered  by  the  people  at  large  as  bidders  or  agents  for  the 
companies  of  speculators.  J cannot  now  remember  tlir  names 
or  residence  of  more  than  four  of  them;  there  were  Robert  J. 
Walker,  of  Natchez,  Miss. Ellis,  of  Eouisiana,  and  Mal- 

colm Gilchrist,  of  Alabama,  and  McLamore,  of  Tennessee. 

Question — VVho  was  the  person,  whom  you  say  addressed  the 
meeting  and  told  them  of  the  combination  of  the  speculators, 
and  what  was  the  name  of  the  agent  from  whom  you  purchas- 
ed your  land.? 

Answer — The  man  who  addressed  the  people  was  Robert  J. 
Walker,  the  same  from  whom  1 purchased  the  land. 

Question — VVho  were  register  and  receiver  at  Chocchuma 
land  office;  were  they  present  at  the  sale  and  informed  or  had 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  combinations  of  speculators 
and  their'object,  and  did  they  interpose  in  their  official  charac- 
ter, or  otherwi.se  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  the  pur- 
chases for  which  they  had  contracted.? 

^insicer — Samuel  Gwin,  who  was  register,  and  Richard  H. 
Sterling,  who  was  receiver  (as  will  appear  from  the  receipts 
for  the  land  which  I purchased)  were  both  present  when  Robert 
J.  Walker  addressed  the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  combina- 
tion and  their  intention,  and  I neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  in- 
terference on  their  part  either  by  word  or  deed. 

Question — Did  you  see  or  know  of  any  conduct  on  the  part  of 
either  the  register  or  receiver,  which  would  justify  you  in  the 
belief  that  they  were  concerned  in  the  said  speculaiions.? 

^nsicer—l  heard  the  register,  Samuel  Gwin  say  exultingly, 
and  w’ith  a snap  of  his  finger,  to  some  persons  who  were  near 
him,  vvhf  n a certain  portion  of  the  public  lands  were  bought  by 
one  of  the  agents  of  the  company,  “that  land  will  bring  os  ten 
dollars  per  acre.” 

Question — Do  you  know  if  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  of- 
fice, has  ever  derrianded  of  the  purchaser,  fees  or  compensa- 
tion, for  the  performance  of  their  official  duties,  not  authorised 
by  law.? 

Answer — I paid  the  register  one  dollar  for  every  separate 
transfer  of  eighty  acres  from  the  said  Robert  J.  Walker  to  my- 
self. I am  ignorant  if  he  w’ere  justifiable  or  not  in  taking  that  fee. 

Question — VVho  acted  as  auctioneer,  and  was  he  considered 
as  one  of  the  company  of  the  speculators,  or  was  he  in  any 
manner  connected  with  them.? 

Answer — Col.  Rather,  of  Alabama,  generally  acted  as  crier. 
He  himself  told  me,  that  he  had  constantly  been  in  the  w’oods, 
for  the  last  SIX  w'eeks,  examining  the  lands,  and  taking  num- 
bers, I understood  him  to  say  he  was  one  of  the  company  of 
speculators. 

Question — Did  the  actual  settlers  who  attended  the  sales,  and 
bid  for  the  tracts  of  land  on  which  they  were  settled,  independ- 
ent of  the  company  in  a single  itistance,  obtain  their  lands  at 
government  price,  and  were  not  most  of  those  settlers  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  purchasing  by  permission  of  the  companies  of 
speculators,  and  each  limited  to  one  quarter  section  before 
such  permission  was  granted.? 

Answer — I know  of  no  instance  of  a person  purchasing,  inde- 
pendent of  the  companies  who  obtained  the  land  purchased  at 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  I do  know  several 
instances  where  the  purchaser  was  bid  up  to  six  dollars  per 
ncre.  Most  of  the  actual  settlers  obtained  their  lands  through 
the  companies,  or  by  their  permission,  and  consented  to  limit 
their  purchases  to  one  quarter  section,  each  as  a condition  on 
which  the  permi.ssion  to  purchase  at  government  price  w’as 
granted  by  the  company  of  speculators. 

Question — Were  there  any  lands  sold  at  a higher  price  than 
one  doilar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  again  ofTered  at 
public  sale  on  the  same  day  by  the  officers  superintending  the 
sales,  and  bought  in  by  the  company  of  speculators  at  govern- 
ment prices:  and  if  so,  state  at  what  price  the  land  was  first 
sold,  and  the  cause  assigned  by  the  officers  for  setting  aside 
the  original  purchases  as  aforesaid  and  again  offering  the  land 
for  sale? 

Answer — There  was  a tract  of  land,  the  quantity  I do  not 
precisely  know,  bid  off  for  Mr.  Wilkinson  at  twenty-two  dol- 
lars per  acre,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Immediately  af- 
ter the  sale,  and  before  any  other  land  was  offered,  one  of  the 
officers,  I do  not  know  whether  the  register  or  receiver,  de- 
manded a deposite  of  the  money  for  the  land,  of  the  purchaser. 
Mr.  Wilkinson  replied  he  had  the  monej';  and  exhibited  the 


money  in  his  hand,  but  stated  that,  as  the  regulation  of  the 
sales  allowed  him  until  next  day  at  10  o’clock  to  make  pay- 
ment, he  would  not  be  driven  to  deposite  at  that  moment.  1 o 
which  the  officer  replied,  that  if  the  money  was  not  deposited 
in  five  minutes  the  land  would  be  considered  as  forfeited,  and 
resold.  'I'he  deposite  was  not  made  and  the  land  was  sold  in 
five  minutes  afterwards  to  one  of  the  bidders  for  the  company 
of  .'■peculators  at  one  dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre. 

Question — From  the  conduct  of  the  officers  throughout  the 
sales,  and  every  thing  which  you  observed  during  your  attend 
anco  at  these  sales,  are  you,  or  are  you  not,  firmly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  these  officers  were  combined  with  the  spe- 
culators, and  iniere.'ted  in  their  purchases? 

Answer — 1 certainly  was  so  impressed  with  the  belief  at  that 
time,  and  still  lu  lieve  so;  they  were  combined  and  interested  iii 
the  purchases  made  by  the  speculators. 

Question — Did  it  not  appear  to  you  to  be  the  general  impres- 
sion of  those  who  attended  the  sales  to  purchase  lands,  that 
the  officers  were  concerned  with  the  speculators.? 

-5nsicer— Such  appeared  to  be  the  general  iui|ircssion  of  the 
settlers  who  attended  the  sales. 

Qires/ton— Did  the  register,  Samuel  Gwin,  demand  of  each 
pereon  who  received  the  trauscrip  from  the  speculators,  one 
dollar  for  such  transfer.? 

Answer — I saw  several  persons  pay  one  dollar  for  such  trans- 
fer, and  believe  it  w.as  a general  practice  and  heard  several 
persons  complain  of  the  charge. 

Question — Did  the  speculators  require  the  actual  settlers  to 
sign  a paper,  pledging  themselves  nut  to  piircnase  more  than 
one  quarter  section  before  they  granted  permi.ssion  to  them  to 
purchase  at  the  government  price.? 

^inswer—l  believe  they  did,  for  such  was  the  oh.servalions  of 
Robert  J.  Walker,  in  his  public  address  to  the  people. 

EDM.  ROW. 

Washington  city,  April  19,  1834. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

IN  THE  SENATE — FRIDAY,  JONE  27. 

Mr.  ITcftsfcr,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2.3d 
instant,  the  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives,  entitled  “a 
bill  regulating  the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
certain  local  banks,”  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  are  of  opinion,  that,  in  its  present  form,  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass. 

Its  leading  provisions  are,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
shall  employ  state  banks,  as  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  hanks,  at  present  employed,  shall 
continue  to  be  depositories  of  the  public  money,  until  new  se- 
lections shall  be  made  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  bill,  should  it  become  a law,  shall  go  into 
immediate  operation,  nor  is  there  any  limit  to  its  duration. 

It  cannot  fail  to  be  seen,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  if  not 
a legislative  adojition  of  the  act  of  removing  the  public  monej’s 
from  the  bank  of  the  United  States  by  the  executive,  and  the 
disposition  made  of  them  by  him,  in  state  banks,  would  be,  at 
least,  an  acquiescence  in  that  state  of  things,  which  those  pro- 
ceedings of  the  executive  have  produced. 

The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  any  such  measure  to  the  senate. 

By  the  16th  section  of  the  “act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States,”  it  is  solemnly  enacted  and 
declared,  in  express  terms,  “that  the  deposites  of  the  money  of 
the  U.  States,  in  places  in  which  the  said  hank  and  branches 
thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or 
branches  thereof,  unless  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct:  in  which  case  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  congre.ss,  if  in 
session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session,  the  reason  of  such  order  or  direction.” 

By  the  20th  section  of  the  same  act,  it  is  provided  that,  in 
consideration  of  the  exclusive  privileges  and  benefits  conferred 
by  the  act,  the  bank  should  pay  to  the  United  .States  one  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  sum  has  been  paid, 
in  the  instalments  required,  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  received  and  enjoyed  all  its  full  benefit. 

The  committee  have  expressed  the  opinion  on  a former  oc 
casion,  that  the  custody  or  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  was 
one  of  the  benefits,  in  consiileration  of  which  the  bank  paid  the 
million  and  a half  of  dollars,  and  also  undertook  to  render  fa- 
cilities of  exchange  to  the  treasury.  The  correctness  of  this 
opinion,  they  suppose,  cannot  he  reasonably  doubted. 

On  the  first  of  October  last,  the  deposites  of  the  public  mo- 
neys were  removed  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  reasons  for  this  removal  were  reported  to  congress,  by  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session.  Those  reasons  have  been  considered  by  the  senate, 
and,  after  a discussion  of  almost  unprecedented  length,  the  se- 
nate has  decided,  by  a clear  and  unequivocal  majority,  that 
they  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient.  Ft  has  reaffirmed  this 
opinion,  on  a second  occasion,  by  a majority  of  twenty-nine 
votes  to  sixteen;  and  it  has  passer!  a joint  resolution  directing 
the  deposites  to  be  made  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and 
its  branches,  as  heretofore,  by  a majority  of  twenty-eight  votes 
to  sixteen. 

If  it  be  true  that  the  deposites  have  been  removed  without 
sufficient  reason,  it  certainly  is  true  that  injustice  has  been 
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done  to  the  bank,  in  a matter  of  private  right,  and  private  pro- 
perty: and  a bill,  like  the  present,  disregarding  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  bank,  proposing  a new  custody  lor  the  public  trea- 
sures, appears  to  the  cotninittee  in  the  liglit  of  a sanction  to  in- 
justice and  illegality.  The  bank  purchased  the  privilege  of  the 
public  deposites,  foi  the  whole  term  of  its  charter,  and  paid  for 
the  privilege  a valuable  consideration,  both  in  money  and  stipu- 
lation for  services.  This  right  has  not  been  surrendered;  it  has 
not  been  declared  forfeited;  and  the  charter  of  the  hank  has  not 
yet  expired.  Until  the  charter  shall  expire,  or  until  the  right 
be  surrendered  or  forfeited,  the  bank,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  is  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  benefit  secured 
to  it  by  plain  and  solemn  provisions  in  the  law  which  gave  it 
existence.  The  removal  of  the  deposites  therefore,  was  a wrong 
done  to  the  bank;  the  withholding  them  is  a continnnnce  of  that 
wrong;  and  any  confirmation,  either  of  the  removal  or  the  fur- 
ther withholding,  is,  as  it  seems  to  the  committee,  a sanction  of 
that  wrong.  This  objection  to  the  proposed  bill  appears  to  the 
committee  to  be  insurniouiitable. 

But  there  is  another  consideration  of  still  higher  importance 
to  the  country,  if  any  tiling  can  be  of  higher  importance  than 
the  preservation  of  the  pliglited  faiih  of  the  natfon.  In  the  judg- 
ment of  the  senate,  dangerous  liberties  have  been  taken  witli 
the  constitution  and  the  laws.  On  the  28th  day  of  March,  the 
senate  formally  and  solemnly  resolved,  that  “in  the  late  exe- 
cutive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  the  presi- 
dent had  assumed  a power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.”  These  proceedings  were 
the  removal  of  the  deposites,  and  the  placing  of  the  public  mo- 
neys in  those  slate  banks,  where  they  now  are,  and  where  this 
bill  proposes  to  continue  and  legalize  their  custody. 

It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  a great  question  of  constitu- 
tional power  has  arisen  between  the  president  and  the  senate. 
That  question  has  deeply  agitated,  and  continues  deeply  to 
agitate,  the  whols  country.  In  justification  of  his  own  con- 
duct, and  in  opposition  to  the  resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  28th 
of  March,  the  president,  on  the  17ih  of  April,  transmitted  a 
protest  to  the  senate.  The  senate,  after  a full  and  free  dis- 
cussion of  the  doctrines  of  that  paper,  have  resolved,  by  a ma- 
jority of  twenty-seven  voles  against  sixteen,  that  it  “asserts 
powers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  and  in- 
consistent with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.”  Driven, 
by  its  sense  of  duty,  to  the  expression  of  these  opinions,  and 
ignorant  neither  of  their  high  importance,  nor  the  responsi- 
bility which  belongs  to  their  avowal  and  their  su[iport,  the  se- 
nate has  referred  itself,  and  must  refer  itself,  for  their  correct- 
ness to  the  judgment  of  the  country.  It  appears  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  before  any  measure  is  adopted  for  the  permanent 
custody  hereafter,  of  the  public  treasures,  the  questions  which 
their  removal  has  created  must  be  decided  by  the  general  judg- 
ment of  the  country;  and  that  decision,  so  far  as  the  senate  is 
concerned,  it  will,  of  course,  cheerfully  abide. 

Has  the  public  treasure  been  wronglully  withdrawn  from  the 
bank  of  the  United  Slates?  Does  the  legal  rigiit  of  the  bank  to 
the  custody  of  tliat  treasure  still  remain?  Has  the  conduct  of 
the  executive,  in  tlie  removal,  and  in  tiie  proceedings  connect- 
ed with  it,  been  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  laws? 
Has  a violation  both  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws  taken 
place,  which  calls  for  correction  and  remedy?  On  all  these 
questions,  in  the  most  solemn  and  deliberate  manner,  tlie  se- 
nate has  pronounced  its  solemn  judgment  in  the  alfiiniative; 
and  it  appears  to  the  commitiee  that,  until  the  opinion  of  the 
country  shall  be  ascertained,  it  cannot  be  expected  of  the  se- 
nate to  agree  to  any  measure  which  may  legalize  the  present 
Elate  of  things,  and  appear  to  sanction  past  transactions. 

The  bill  does  not  suggest  any  middle  or  third  course.  It  pro- 
poses no  custody  for  the  public  treasure,  except  precisely  that 
which  the  executive,  after  removing  them  from  the  bank  of 
the  United  Stales,  has  himself  selected.  The  provisions  are, 
that  congress  shall  lake  upon  itself  the  duty  and  the  responsibi- 
lity of  giving  legal  character  to  the  selected  depositories,  pre- 
scribing only  certain  regulations  for  the  future. 

The  time  must  come  indeed,  whether  the  deposites  be  return- 
ed to  the  bank  of  the  United  States  or  not,  when  legislative 
provision  on  the  subjeet  will  beeome  necessary,  since  the  char- 
ter of  the  bank  will  expire  in  1836.  But  the  committee  think 
it  too  early  now  to  provide  for  the  keeping  of  the  public  mo- 
neys alter  that  time — at  present,  that  keeping  lawfully  belongs 
to  the  bank  of  the  United  States;  and  will  lawfully  belong  to 
it,  unless  it  surrender  or  forfeit  the  right,  until  the  expiration  of 
Us  charter;  and  there  is  ample  time  before  that  expiration  for 
making  such  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
period  which  shall  ensue. 

The  committee  do  not  at  all  connect  the  present  s;ueslion 
with  that  of  the  renewal  of  the  charier  of  the  bank.  As  a 
question  of  constitutional  right  and  legal  power,  it  has  nothina 
to  do  with  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  If  we  lake  it  for  granted 
that  the  bank  is  not  to  be  continued  beyond  its  present  term, 
still  it  does  exist  till  1836 — it  does  till  that  lime  hold  its  riahis; 
and  the  constitutionality  of  the  proceedings  of  the  president 
cannot  be  affected,  in  the  slightest  degree,  by  the  renewal  or 
. non-renewal  of  its  charter.  The  ground  taken  by  the  senate, 
therefore,  on  these  great  and  all  important  questions,  stands 
free  and  clear  from  all  questions  about  the  renewal  of  the  bank. 
The  questions  which  it  has  so  anxiously  considered,  so  freely 
discussed,  and  so  solemnly  decided,  are  constitutional  ques- 
tions, political  questions;  questions  relating  to  the  powers  of 


the  respective  branches  of  government,  and  nearly  afifeciing  the 
integrity  and  preseivation  of  the  constitution  itself. 

The  senate  has  the  gratifying  consolation  of  being  conscious 
that  it  has  in  no  way  coniiibuted  to  the  present  distressing  and 
alarming  state  of  things.  The  senate  has  not  sought  to  break 
in  upon  the  authority  of  law.  It  has  not  interfered  with  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  legislature.  On  the  contrary,  its  whole  ef- 
fort has  been  to  mointain  and  to  restore  the  law,  and  to  conti- 
nue the  custody  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  designated  by 
the  statute  of  congress.  The  senate  has  not  removed  the  de- 
(losites;  the  senate  has  not  selected  slate  banks;  the  senate  has 
done  nothing  to  produce  any  change  in  that  prosperous  stale  of 
public  affairs,  which  existed  on  the  first  day  of  October.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  resisted  change;  it  has  proclaimed  its  judg- 
ment against  rash  experiments;  and  it  has  borne  its  srdemti  and 
conscientious  testimony  against  violations  of  constitution  and 
law. 

As  to  the  particular  provisions  of  this  bill,  supposing  that  this 
were  the  time  for  enacting  a law  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  money,  after  the  bank  of  the  United  .States  shall  expire, 
the  commitiee  think  them  very  deficient  and  wholly  unsatis- 
factory. 

In  the  first  place,  the  committee  think,  that  the  public  money 
ought  not  to  be  kept  in  any  bank,  which  is  not  made,  by  some 
formal  and  legal  proceeding,  always  open  to  the  examination  of 
a commitiee  of  either  house  of  congress. 

2.  The  deposile  banks  should  pay  an  annual  interest  for  the 
use  of  the  deposites,  since  they  pay  no  bonus  or  outright  sum, 
nor  render  other  adequate  compensation  for  such  use. 

3.  Provisions  are  necessary  lor  regulafing  the  distribution  of 
deposites,  and  limiting  the  use  of  transfer  checks.  This  is  ab- 
solutely necessary;  if  it  be  intended  that  different  parts  of  the 
country  shall  be  placed  on  grounds  of  equality. 

4.  Express  enactment  should  be  inserted  against  any  paj-- 
rnent,  in  any  form,  by  the  deposile  banks  to  persons  employed, 
or  designated  by  the  executive  to  examine  their  condition,  su- 
perintend their  proceedings,  or  render  any  other  service  to  the 
executive  government  not  authorised  by  law. 

5.  The  security  to  be  given  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  money 
should  be  carefully  provided  for,  since  many  of  the  banks  are 
inconsiderable  in  responsibility,  and  might  nevertheless  have, 
as  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  now  has,  an  amount  of  publie 
money  in  its  custody  three  times  as  large  as  ils  whole  capital. 

These  are  heads  of  objection  which  have  presented  them- 
selves to  the  committee,  in  the  few  hours  during  which  th« 
measure  has  been  under  their  consideration.  They  think  the 
bill  deficient  in  guards  and  securities,  deficient  in  provisions  for 
the  fair  rights  and  advantages  of  the  government;  deficient  in 
provisions  for  maintaining  the  just  claims  of  different  portions 
of  the  country;  and  deficient  in  all  those  checks  and  modes  of 
control,  which  are  essentially  necessary  to  remove  the  public 
moneys  beyond  executive  will,  and  jilace  them  substantially 
and  truly  in  a legislative  custody.  This  part  of  the  subject, 
how'ever,  the  commitiee  do  not  dwell  upon,  since,  for  reasons 
already  stated,  they  do  not  recommend  the  adoption  of  any  mea- 
sure at  present  to  meet  the  exigency  which  will  arrive,  when 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  shall  expire.  Th« 
committee  are  the  less  inclined  to  any  such  provision  at  pre- 
sent, from  the  failure  of  the  existing  arrangement  hitherto  to 
answer  the  purposes  proposed  by  it.  After  a trial  of  eight 
months,  the  system  of  employing  slate  banks  has  not  been  found 
capable,  at  least  in  its  present  manner  of  operation,  of  satisfy- 
ing the  necessities  of  commerce,  sustaining  credit,  and  giving 
usual  facilities  to  exchange. 

Thus  far  it  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  maintain  a wide 
and  extensive  circulation  of  the  bills  of  local  banks.  In  looking 
at  the  late  returns  of  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  a signal  evi- 
dence of  this  fact  is  seen.  With  deposites  of  governhient  mo- 
ney in  its  possession  to  an  amount  exceeding  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  it  does  not  sustain  a circulation  of  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  ils  notes  are  known  to  be  sold  at  a 
discount,  even  at  a short  distance  from  the  capital!  The  public 
payments  through  the  bank,  thus  situated  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, are  necessarily  very  large,  and  they  are  of  course  often 
made  to  persons  who  wish  to  take  or  transmit  the  money  to 
distant  parts  of  the  country.  But  this  cannot  be  done  without 
loss.  Hitherto,  persons  receiving  sums  of  money  of  govern- 
ment at  the  seat  of  government,  have  been  able  to  receive 
checks  and  draughts  available  without  loss,  in  any  other  place 
in  the  country.  The  difficulty  of  buying  or  selling  bills  on  dis- 
tant places,  which  now  exists  here,  or  of  transmitting  funds 
without  heavy  loss,  is  abundant  proof  that  the  exchanges  of  the 
country  are  not  sustained,  with  ordinary  convenience,  by  the 
present  mode  of  employing  state  banks.  For  this  reason,  there- 
fore, as  well  as  others  already  stated,  the  commitiee  are  not 
prepared  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  present  bill,  even 
though  it  should  be  limited  to  come  into  operation  only  after 
March,  1836. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  bill  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following 
words,  viz: 

“That  all  deposites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Stale-s  which 
may  accrue,  or  be  received  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1834,  shall  be  made  with  the  bank  of  the  United  Stales 
and  its  branches,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  .act 
entitled  ‘an  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,’  approved  10th  April,  1816.” 
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The  president  of  the  United  States  left  Washington,  a 
few  days  ago,  on  a visit  to  Tennessee.  It  is  said  that  he 
will  not  return  until  October. 

The  stage  in  which  Mr.  Clay  was  proceeding  from 
Charlestown  towards  Winchester,  was  overturned,  when 
descending  a hill,  and  a worthy  youngs  gentleman,  Mr. 
Humrickhouse,  son  of  the  contractor,  instantly  killed, 
being  crushed  by  the  stage.  He  was  seated  by  the  side 
of  the  driver.  Mr.  C.  was  slightly  injured.  The  ac- 
cident happened  in  consequence  of  a defect  in  the  breast 
chain,  which  gave  way. 

On  his  arrival  at  Winchester,  Mr.  Clay  was  invited  to 
a public  dinner,  whicli  he  declined,  as  well  on  account 
of  his  desire  to  reach  home,  as  because  of  the  accident 
above  stated,  which  disqualiBed  him  for  immediate  en- 
joyment at  the  festive  board. 

It  is  stated  that  the  senate,  at  its  last  session,  confirmed 
four  hundred  and  forty-nine  nominations  of  the  pre- 
sident, and  rejected  on\y  sevejiteen.  This  does  not  shew 
a “factious”  spirit  in  the  senate. 

The  meetings  and  proceedings  of  the  people,  in  many 
parts  of  the  U.  S.  w'ere  more  than  usually  large  and  ani- 
mated on  the  late  national  anniversary.  We  shall  make 
a brief  record  of  some  of  the  doings  on  this  occasion,  to 
shew  the  spirit  of  the  times. 

Thursday  last  was  set  apart  to  be  observed,  at  Balti- 
more in  grateful  remembrance  of  tlie  services  of  the 
good  and  great  Lafayette.  The  people,  generally, 
ceased  their  usual  avocations,  and  most  of  the  stores  on 
the  principal  streets  were  closed;  minute  guns  were  fired 
at  intervals,  and  the  bells  of  all  the  ciuirches  tolled. 
The  apprehension  of  an  exceedingly  hot  day,  prevented 
many  from  joining  the  procession — which,  however,  was 
very  numerous  and  imposing,  and  apparently  well  manag- 
e<l  in  its  various  parts.  A funeral  oration  was  pronounc- 
ed, with  an  appropriate  introduction  and  ceremonies;  and 
the  soberness  of  the  occasion  was  maintained  through- 
out. 

We  cannot  go  into  particulars.  We  .«!hall,  as  hereto- 
fore stated,  notice  some  of  the  tributes  of  respect  paid  to 
the  memory  of  the  last  general  of  the  revolutionary  army; 
but  it  is  impracticable  to  give  the  details,  so  numerous  are 
such  tributes.  An  account  of  his  illness,  death  and  fu- 
neral, will  be  found  in  subsequent  pages. 

Individuals,  in  public  employment,  have  no  right  to 
force  their  private  preferences  on  the  people’s  attention. 
A great  excitement  had  been  caused  by  placing  a wooden 
effigy  of  president  JacksoJi  on  the  bows  of  the  frigate 
Constitution.  To  say  the  least  of  that  proceeding,  it 
was  ill-advised  and  in  bad  taste.*  On  the  bows  of  that 
ship,  the  head  of  no  living  man  should  be  placed;  or  if 
so,  the  place  belongs  to  that  of  the  “father  of  the  consti- 
tution,” the  illustrious  Madison.  We  recollect  that, 
some  time  ago,  when  a steamboat,  which  had  been  em- 
ployed to  convey  Mr.  Lawrence  to  New  York  to  take 
his  seat  as  mayor  of  that  city,  returned  with  her  gaudy 
dressings  to  Amboy,  to  perform  her  usual  duties  in  a 
public  line  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  these,  by 
common  consent,  refused  to  enter  on  board  of  her  unless 
her  trappings  were  removed — and  so  great  was  their  in- 
dignation and  the  instant  fear  of  her  commander,  that 
these  were  literally  torn  down  by  his  order,  lest  the  pub- 
lic should  “correct  the  pi-ocedure”  for  themselves,  and 
carryout  the  feelings  which  they  expressed.  And  we 
see  it  mentioned  that,  at  a certain  place  in  Ohio,  a stage 

•Since  the  preceding  article  w’as  vs’rilten,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  article  that  follows,  the  head  of  the  effigy  has  been  myste- 
rionsly  removed. 
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was  suffered  to  pass  on  emp^',  though  passengers  enough 
were  actually  in  waiting  to  fill  it,  (and  who  lost  the  day 
rather  than  enter  it),  because  its  pannels  were  embellish- 
ed with  portiaits  of  a person  not  esteemed  by  them. 
These  remarks  are  of  a general  character,  and  we  think 
it  would  be  well  if  proprietors  of  steamboats  and  stao-es 
and  other  public  conveyances,  and  other  persons  in  j)ub- 
lic  employments,  would  reflect  a little  upon  them.  There 
should  not  be  party  politics  in  such  things. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  articles  relating  to  the  fact 
stated  below — which  lias  been  at  once  the  cause  of  much 
wit  and  laughter,  on  the  one  part,  and  of  as  much  wrath 
and  indignation,  on  the  other.  How  this  affair  was  ac- 
complished, though  the  night  was  very  inclement,  is  not 
even  conjectured.  The  actors  must  have  exerted  great 
ingenuity  and  address  to  perform  their  various  opera- 
tions, without  alarming  the  sentinels  on  duty  in  the  yard. 

From  the  Boston  Courier  of  .Tidy  4.  There  was  con- 
siderable excitement  in  the  city  yesterday,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  decapitation  of  the  figure  of  general  Jack- 
son,  recently  placed  as  a figure-head  on  the" frigate  Con- 
stitution. It  appears  that  during  the  night  of  Wednes- 
day, the  head  of  this  wooden  image  was  sawed  off,  by 
some  person  or  persons  unknown.  It  is  rather  a myste- 
rious affair.  The  Constitution  lies  at  the  navy  yard,  be- 
tween two  seventy-fours,  and  it  is  understood  that  a 
guard,  or  watch,  is  continually  kept  on  board.  It  seems 
impossible  that  the  deed  could  have  been  executed  with- 
out discovery,  notwithstanding  that  the  night  was  dark 
and  rainy.  The  head,  which  has  thus  been  severed  from 
its  trunk,  it  is  said,  was  at  least  twenty-five  feet  above  the 
surface  of  the  w-ater.  It  is  the  opinion  of  several  intelli- 
gent men  who  examined  the  premises  yesterday,  that  the 
perpetrators  must  have  gone  to  their  work  through  the 
navy  yard. 

(^It  was  reported  last  evening  that  commodore  Elliot 
had  offered  07ie  thousand  dollars  for  the  discovery  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  committed  the  deed. 

We  insert  the  address  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  under  a fear  that  it  will  lead 
us  into  a greater  mass  of  controversial  matter  than  we 
can  easily  dispose  of — and  besides,  there  are  many  other 
things  to  which  we  desire  to  pay  some  attention;  but  we 
must  “submit  to  fate.”  Our  editorial  life  is  chiefly  one 
of  self-denial — over  w hich  we  l.ave  but  little  control,  in 
times  like  the  present. 

A report  is  afloat  that  gen.  Jackson  will  soon  resign 
the  presidency,  and  another  that  he  will  run  fora  third 
term.  There  is  not,  probably,  a shadow  of  truth  for 
either. 

During  the  present  week  we  made  a brief  excursion  to 
Frederick  and  proceeded  to  Harper’s  Ferry.  We  never 
before  saw  such  crops  of  wheat,  or  more  flattering  pros- 
pects for  those  of  corn.  Several  intelligent  gentlemen 
expressed  an  opinion  (hat  the  average  of  the  wheat  crop 
of  all  Frederick  county  would  be  more  than  tw-enty 
bushels,  say  twenty-two  bushels,  (o  the  acre,  and  of  the 
best  quality.  And  many  of  the  fields  of  growing  corn 
had  an  average  standing  height,  we  think,  of  more  than 
four  feet. 

The  crops  of  wheat  are  also  heavy  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  west,  and  the  corn  looks  well;  so  that  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  “experiment”  has  ren- 
dered it  difficult  for  the  laboring  poor  to  earn  much  mo- 
ney to  purchase  bread,  that  bread  will  be  plenty,  and  that 
a little  money  will  go  far  in  obtaining  it.  The  last  crop 
was  short,  and  is  very  nearly  exhausted — but  there  is  no 
present  expectation  of  a lively  foreign  demand,  and  a 
well  entertained  fear  that  the  gjeat  market  which  the 
grain  growers  have  had  in  the  eastern  states  may  be  much 
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diminished  by  the  deranged  state  of  the  manufacturing 
establishments  therein,  and  consequent  want  of  means  to 
pay  for  southern  bread-stufis;  for  the  eastern  people  liave 
a wonderful  facility  in  regulating  their  expenditures  ac- 
cording to  their  incomes — of  saving  money,  when  mak- 
ing lessened  earnings  of  it. 

The  eastern  market,  ever  since  the  establishment  of 
manufactures  in  New  England,  has  been  far  more  im- 
portant to  the  grain  growers  of  the  United  States  than 
the  foreign  one. 

The  Patriotic  bank,  at  Washington,  will  resume  specie 
payments  forthwith. 

One  of  the  leading  “humbugs”  of  the  day  is  what  is 
called  the  “gold  bill,”  concerning  which  the  official 
“Globe” — the  ‘-organ”  of  “the  powers  that  be,”  has 
many  silly,  or  worse  than  silly,  paragraphs.  The  two 
following,  as  italicised  and  CAPITALISED  in  that  pa- 
per, may  serve  as  specimens; 

From  the  Washington  Globe. 

*‘To  those  who  talk  of  a NATIONAL  CURRENCY,  we 
point  them  to  the  GOLD  REGION  in  Virginia,  tlie  Carolinas, 
Georgia  and  the  contiguous  portions  of  east  Tennessee  and 
Alabama.  There  is  a NATIONAL  TREASURE!  There  is 
material  for  a NATIONAL  CURRENCY!” 

“Contrary  to  their  will,  the  bank  party,  even  in  the  senate, 
have  been  obliged  to  vole  for  the  measures  of  the  administration, 
deemed  essential  to  carry  out  its  policy.  By  public  opinion  they 
have  been  forced  to  vote  for  the  GOLD  BILL,  which  is  a mea- 
sure of  deadly  hostility  to  the  interests  of  the  bank,  will  super- 
sede its  notes,  and  is  the  harbinger  oinreal  SOUND  CURREN- 
CY. The  people  are  now  enabled  to  understand  the  policy  of 
the  administration,  and  to  see  that  it  would  give  them  GOLD 
instead  of  PAPER.  The  great  bank  attorney,  Mr.  Clay,  was 
bold  enough  to  vote  against  this  bill;  but  he  could  carry  only 
six  of  the  bank  senators  with  him.  The  mass  of  them,  although 
they  voted  for  the  bill  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  dared  not  to 
tell*  the  people  “tve  will  deny  you  gold,  and  force  you  to  depend 
for  a general  currency  on  the  notes  of  the  mammoth  bank.’  Thus 
were  they  forced  to  minister  to  the  triumph  of  the  administra- 
tion.” 

The  stuff  about  the  majority  of  the  senate  doing  a 
thing  “contrary  to  their  will,”  &c.  is  hardly  worth  a re- 
mark. The  '■‘■bank  party,’’  "interests  of  the  bank,” 
*'bank  attorney,”  "bank  senators,”  "mammoth  bank” 
and  “TiiiUMPH  OF  the  AOjriNisTRATioir,  ” are  mere  set- 
ting poles  to  make  a HURRAH.  The  stockholders  of 
the  bank  have  a present  deeper  interest  than  any  other 
class  of  persons  in  the  United  States,  in  the  preservation 
of  a “SOUND  CURRENCY,”  in  which  the  debts  due 
to  them  may  be  paid,  and  their  capital  refunded — if  the 
"glory”  of  the  “Globe”  is  consummated  in  the  prostra- 
tion of  that  establishment. 

Let  us  see  how  the  account  stood  on  the  1st  June— 

The  capital  of  the  bank $35,000,000 

The  loans  and  debts 52,201,912 

Due  from  state  banks 3,329,362 

Real  estate,  &c 3,000,000 

$93,531, 274 

Deduct— specie  on  hand  ('"sound  currency” J 

12,298,333 

Notes  in  circulation' — ■ (ditto! J 16,612,577 
Funds  in  Europe,  about  (ditto! ) 1,500,000 
Private  deposites  ( ditto! J 6,867,892 

37,278,802 

$56,252,472 

U.  S.  part  of  the  capital — l-5th — 7,000,000 
“ of  debts  due,  &c.  Jo.  11,706,255 

.18,706,255 


$37,546,217 

Now  if  the  whole  interest  which  "the  government” 
has  in  the  bank  is  paid  off  in  “glory,”  and  the  “hurrah 
boys,”  (as  Mr.  Van  Buren  calls  them),  are  content  with 
that,  the  private  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  will  require  a “sound  currency”  in  the  large  sum 
of  37,546,217  dollars  to  refund  their  capital  and  satisfy 
the  surplus  profits  earned!  And,  as  it  is  determined 
that  the  bank  shall  be  closed,  all  this  money  will  be 
needed  by  them  in  the  space  of  three  years  from  the  3d 
March  next,  being  the  utmost  limit  to  which  the  power 
of  the  bank  will  extend,  even  in  the  settlement  of  its  old 


concerns!  Wliere  is  such  a glorious  glory  of  gold  to 
come  from?  'I'lie  “gold  region  of  ^ irginia,”  and  other 
states?  Bah!  It  will  n-fpiire  a w ilh  an  ass’s  ears, 

to  make  a long  bray  about  this!  Eviiy  one  does  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  pay  ofi' honest  debts  to  the  bank  at  the 
rate  of  three  or  four  cents  in  ihe  dollar,  though  having 
many  illustrious  examples  of  such  operations  before 
him — and  every  body  does  not  furnisli  “t\\  ine,  blanks 
and  paper”  to  the  post  office,  or  receive  8,386  dollars  for 
publishing  a single  advertisement  for  less  than  three 
months,  or  at  the  rate  of  more  than  100  dollars  a day! 
The  diggers  get  gold  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  and 
other  men  have  to  give  them  the  (juid  f)ro  quo;  but  these 
chief  bawlers  about  gold  obtain  it  by  genuflections  and 
crawlings,  having  well-oiled  knee  joints  and  brazen 
faces.  Con  over  the  names  of  these  men — and  call  to 
mind  their  former  proceedings  as  to  n)Oney  matters, 
and  we  may  well  smile  at  some  of  their  shoutings  about 
a “sound  currency!”  But  they  are  now  thrifty  through 
fawning,  and  have  “waxed  fat”  on  the  “spoils  of  victo- 
ry.” They  must,  however,  sometimes  think — and  if  so, 
must  know  the  folly  of  this  “humbug”  But  custom  has 
almost  made  it  natural  for  them  to  mislead  the  people; 
and,  as  the  Esquimaux , from  habit,  would  prefer  a piece 
of  w hale’s  blubber,  though  half  putrid,  to  a fresh-killed 
canvass- back  duck,  so  these,  from  habit,  prefer  high 
pressure  statements,  or  arrant  falselioods,  to  the  sober- 
ness of  reason  and  plainness  of  truth. 

If  tliis  be  not  so — why  such  hurrahings  about  the  pas- 
sage of  the  “gold  bill?”  Has  one  of  Mr.  Ritchie’* 
“mare’s  nests”  been  discovered?  Was  it  only  just  now- 
thought  of  to  advance  the  legal  value  of  our  gold?  Did 
any  one  oppose  \\\e  pi  inciple  of  the  bill?  We  have  not 
heard  of  one.  But,  while  all  agreed  that  the  legal  value 
of  gold  ought  to  be  raised,  as  measured  by  silver,  some 
opposed  the  bill  as  it  passed  under  an  apprehension  that 
the  rate  of  gold  was  placed  too  high;  and  we  shall  be  much 
pleased  to  find,  a short  time  hence,  that  they  and  our- 
selves were  mistaken.  We  think  it  possible  that,  within 
the  space  even  of  three  years^  a bill  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  if  to  be  paid  in  dollars,  may  be  more  va- 
luable than  a new-made  eagle.  We  would  have  avoided 
the  danger  of  this  by  more  closely  regulating  the  com- 
parative value  of  the  metals  which  compose  our  coins— 
that  is  all  that  shoidd  have  been  done,  and  so  much  ought 
to  have  been  done  long  ago. 

The  bank  has  a very  small,  if  any,  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter, whether  its  charter  shall  be  renewed  or  not.*  Its 
notes  are  belter  than  the  new  gold  coins  will  be,  and  so 
will  remain  as  long  as  they  are  permitted  to  circulate 
among  the  people,  because  of  the  greater  cheapness  and 
safety  of  their  transportations:  but  if  the  gold  bill  has 
any  sensible  effect  on  the  currency,  at  an  early  day,  it  is 
the  state  banks  that  will  feel  it,  in  reduced  circulations, 
and  the  hurrah  -will  be  on  the  other  side!  If  a man  has 
ten  1,000  dollar  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  and  goes 
into  the  office  at  New  Orleans,  he  may  get  a draught  on 
Portland,  if  he  pleases,  for  or  ^ per  cent,  if  Yiot  at 
par — and  the  further  cost  of  the  remittance  will  be  25 
cents  for  postage:  but  if  he  has  $10,000  in  gold  at  New 
Orleans,  it  will  cost  him  at  least  2 per  cent,  to  pay  a debt 
with  it  at  Portland.  And  besides,  in  the  first  mode  of  re- 
mittance there  is  no  risk — but  the  second  is  attended  with 
much  hazard  and  delay.  In  an  interruption  of  exch.inges, 
the  office  at  New  Orleans  cannot  give  a draught  on  Port- 
land, tliough  gold  be  laid  on  the  counter  for  it,  unless  at 
a rate  of  premium  that  will  pay  for  the  cost  and  insur- 
ance of  the  transportation  of  the  gold  to  satisfy  the  debt 
made  at  Portland,  with  interest,  on  account  of  a less 
rapid  remittance  than  the  mail  is  expected  to  furnish. 
Every  business  man  understands  thi.s,  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  say  more  about  it.  Persons  will  no  more  deal 
in  gold  than  in  paper,  without  a view  to  profit.  If  ex- 
changes are  to  be  made  in  gold,  the  costs  of  transpor- 
tation and  insurance  must  be  added  to  the  premium  or 
interest  that  shall  be  charged. 

The  reference  made  to  the  “gold  region”  as  a “na- 
tional treasure”  is  stupidly  ridiculous.  The  countries 
that  produce  most  gold  are  among  the  poorest  in  the 
world.  Ignorance  and  poverty  and  misery  abide  in 
them,  and  the  laborers  are  degraded  -working  machines. 

*Except  as  above  slated. 
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Thkhb  is  no  exception  to  the  nuLE.  As  a branch  of 
the  iialional  industry,  and  in  places  where  there  is  a sur- 
plus of  labor,  the  digging  for  gold  may  he  well  enough — 
hut  it  is  seldom  more  profitahle  than  digging  for  potatoes. 
A quantity  of  potatoes  worth  is  just  as  valuable  as 

IIX)  dollars  in  gold,  with  this  difterence,  that  it  is  the 
owner  of  the  potatoes,  and  not  of  the  gold,  who  com- 
iminds  the  market — for  persons  do  not  eat  gold.  And 
w hat  is  this  “ilourish  ol  trumpets”  about  the  “gold  re- 
gion”— this  “national  treasure.^”  hy  the  makers  of 
buttons,  horn  combs  and  ivooden  clocks,  in  Connecticut, 
might  gather  to  themselves  as  much  gold  annually  as  is 
produced  in  all  our  mines  and  washings;  for  their  wares 
are  worth  more  money  in  the  market.  England  produc- 
es neither  gold  or  silver — and  yet  lent  money  to  JMexico, 
Peru,  Jiruzil,  &c.  Holland  had  no  mines,  hut  was  the 
hanker  of  nations!  It  is  a phuhcctIve  INDCSTKY  that 
gathers  and  retains  gold  or  silver.  Without  that,  no 
matter  what  may  he  the  legal  enactments  about  gold,  the 
metal  cannot  he  retained  amongst  us.  It  will  seek  those 
countries  wherein  labor  is  best  rewarded.  The  “national 
treasure”  is  in  tlie  successful  industry  of  the  people — the 
w-heat  grower,  cotton  planter  and  cod-fisher.  Strike  out 
even  the Jishermen  from  the  productive  classes,  and  all  the 
gold  that  we  obtain  from  our  mines  will  not  remunerate 
the  value  lost — though  the  gold  were  found  in  a heap  and 
ready  coined  for  use. 

So  much  for  the  huvrahJ  We  have  long  desired  a 
new  regulation  of  the  legal  comparative  value  of  gold, 
but  think  that  the  rate  estahlishetl  is  about  two  per  cent, 
too  high.  If  such  is  not  the  case,  we  shall  be  as  well 
satisfied  with  the  passage  of  the  gold  bill  as  col.  Benton 
or  Mr.  Blair  can  be — but  without  making  any  noise 
about  it. 

It  may  be  well  to  add,  by  way  of  information,  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  IVom  anotlier  number  of  the  “Globe,” 
prefacing  it  with  the  U^ht  matter  preceding,  that  persons 
may  hereafter  see  the  manner  in  which  the  wildness  of 
political  party  speaks  on  this  subject. 

“The  great  bills  have  passed.  The  triumphant  measure  is 
adopted.  Gold — the  cberisiied  currency  of  all  nations — a cur- 
rency banished  from  the  United  States  for  a whole  generation 
by  the  power  of  bank  legislation — this  precious  currency  once 
more  appears  in  our  land,  and,  in  defiance  of  bank  power,  will 
(litfuse  and  spread  itself  throughout  the  country,  and  become 
the  familiar  inmate  of  every  industrious  man’s  pocket.  Such 
is  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  great  measure  of  removing  the 
deposites,  and  rousing  a continent  to  its  energies  against  the 
oppressions  of  a lawless  and  gigantic  moneyed  power.  What 
now  has  become  of  all  those  predictions  that  the  currency  would 
be  ruined — that  there  would  be  nothing  but  broken  bank  notes 
to  be  seen  in  the  land!  The  new  law  is  to  take  effect  on  the 
.*1181  inst.  but  already  gold  is  in  circulation!  already  the  rare  and 
precious  metal  is  jingling  in  the  pockets,  and  gliltering  in  the 
hands  of  the  people.  Already  many  travellers  have  supplied 
themselves  with  it,  and  will  be  able  to  traverse  the  country 
without  the  danger  of  receiving,  or  the  humiliation  of  offering 
to  pass,  the  counterfeit  imitations  of  a wretched  paper  curren- 
cy. Strangers  as  our  whole  population  are  to  the  sight  of  gold, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  give  them  some  information  upon  the 
value  of  the  coins  which  will  come  chiefly  into  circulation. 
Our  old  coinage,  now  in  existence,  will  pass  thus:  the  eagle 
$10  f>6|;  half  eagle  $5  3.3|;  the  quarter  eagle  $2  66f;  this 
being  the  true  value  of  the  pure  gold  now  in  those  coins;  the 
new  coinage  will  contain  as  much  less  pure  gold  as  will  make 
the  eagle  and  its  parts  pass  at  $10,  $.5  and  $2  50.  British  gold, 
of  which  a great  deal  will  come  in  along  the  whole  line  of  the 
northern  frontier,  from  Passamaquoddy  Bay,  to  Lake  Superior, 
as  well  as  on  the  sea  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  will  pass  thus:  the 
guinea  $5^;  the  sovereign  $4  84;  the  Louis  d’or  of  France, 
about  $3  75;  the  doubloons,  Spanish  and  Patriot,  $15  60.  Note. 
All  these  values  suppose  full  weight,  as  the  value  is  alwa3’s  to 
be  corrected  by  weight.  The  doubloons,  both  Spanish  and  Pa- 
triot, are  by  law  the  same  value,  for  they  are  of  the  same  weight 
and  fineness,  but  the  Spanish  doubloon  will  generally  be  above 
the  legal  rate  in  market  for  exportation  to  Cuba,  where  that 
species  of  doubloons  passes  for  $17.” 

The  reatiei’s  of  the  Register  will  well  remember,  that, 
years  ago,  we  pressed  upon  congress  the  importance  of 
raising  onr  legal  value  of  the  pound  sterling,  and  gave 
many  examples  of  the  unfair  operations  of  its  value,  as 
established  by  us,  on  tbe  duties  paj'able  at  our  custom 
hoiKses  on  foreign  goods  imported:  and  so  it  was,  that, 
because  of  the  differences  of  exchange,  our  own  manu- 
facturers not  only  lost  a considerable  part  of  the  amount 
of  the  protection  which  the  law  nominally  gave  them, 
but  that,  if  1,000  dollars,  in  specie,  were  sent,  by  the 
same  person,  to  England  and  to  Fi'ance,  and  laid  out,  in 
each,  in  the  purchase  of  goods  subject  to  a 40  per  cent. 


duty  ad  val.  the  duty  on  the  English  goods  would  be  less 
in  tlie  sum  of  28  dollars  and  6 cents,  than  the  duty  on  the 
French  goods,  costing  the  same  sum  and  no  more — 

or  almost  three  [ler  cent.  So  it  was  because  England 
measured  value  by  gold,  and  P'rance  and  the  U.  States 
hy  silver,  as  has  lieen  often  ami  fully  explained  by  us. 

Now,  according  to  the  “(ilohe,”  as  idiove  quoted,  the 
value  of  the  sovereign,  or  jxnind  sterling,  is  484  cents; 
but  its  value  was  established  by  the  tariff’  of  1832  at  480 
cents.  'I'lie  average  rate  of  the  exchanges  might  have 
justified  a fixing  of  it  at  488  cents — but  the  convenience 
ol  regarding  the  English  ixmny  as  equal  to  2 cents,  ex- 
actly, led  to  the  adoption  of  the  lesser  amount,  or  480 
cents.  And  so  it  is  that  the  principle  which  we  “tarilT- 
ites”  long  contended  for,  has  been  adopted — in  ^'glory!’' 

'I'he  just  preceding  remarks  ajiply  to  exchanges — that 
is,  the  use  of  paper,  or  “credit,”  in  bills  and  draughts,  by 
w hich  the  mass  of  commei-cial  business  is  always  trans- 
acted, and  always  will  be.  Hut  the  eft'cct  of  the  “gold 
bill,”  is  to  make  gold,  as  measured  by  silver,  more  valu- 
aljle  in  the  United  States,  according  to  that  measure, 
than  in  England  or  France;  and  if  gold,  at  the  legal  rates 
now  established,  is  to  be  our  standard  of  value,  may  not 
embarrassments  ensue  w ith  resjiect  to  onr  silver  curren- 
cy, and  the  various  exchanges  tliat  grow  out  of  or  are 
measured  by  it?  There  is  no  sort  of  objection  with  us, 
as  to  the  bill,  unless,  as  above  stated,  that  the  legal  va- 
lue of  gold  is  rated  too  high. 

OQ^We  have  since  noticed  a little  table,  in  ihe  New 
York  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate,  shewing  the 
market  value  of  eagles  and  Spanish  doubloons,  at  l4  dif- 
ferent periods  of  time  between  January  4,  1828,  and  May 
7,  18.84.  Up  to  January,  1832,  the  average  value  of  the 
eagle  was  $10  60 — but  in  May  last  only  $10  30.  The 
value  of  the  doubloon  has  been  subject  to  greater  varia- 
tions, being  regulated  by  the  demand  in  Cuba,  &c. — for 
instance,  in  May,  1833,  it  was  worth  $17  42 — but  in  last 
May  only  $16  25. 

Another  New  York  paper,  after  saying  that  the  rate  of 
exchange  on  England  is  ohserves — nothing  but 

the  scarcity  of  money  prevents  the  rate  from  going  high- 
er. “The  purchases  of  bills  are  many  of  them  for  th® 
purpose  of  importing  gold,  which  will  pay  at  the  present 
rate.” 

Gold,  like  every  thing  else,  is  only  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise, and  it  seems  that  there  is  to  be  an  increased 
trade  in  it  on  account  of  the  advanced  legal  value  that  w'® 
have  given  to  that  metal;  and  the  principle  which  now 
induces  the  importation  of  gold  will  lead  to  the  exporta- 
tion of  silver,  as  soon  as  the  stock  of  gobl  is  considerably 
increased.  It  is  the  market  value  of  gold  or  silver,  not 
the  legal  value  of  any  certain  number  of  penny  weight.s, 
that  fixes  the  true  value;  and  the  supply  of  gold  or  silver 
depends  on  the  demand  for  tliem,  or  either  of  them.  For 
an  example,  if  $5  75  cents  in  silver  were  demanded  for 
a barrel  of  flour  w hich  might  be  had  for  half  an  eagle— 
the  latter  w ould  have  been  plenty  among  our  farmers. 

The  importation  and  exportation  of  specie  or  bullion 
are  governed  by  the  same  laws  which  regulate  the  import 
or  export  of  silks  and  teas,  tobacco  and  pine  boards.  * 

It  is  stated  that  “dry  goods  to  a large  amount  are  re- 
shipping [at  New  York]  to  England  for  the  benefit  of 
draw  back.  Some  of  the  shrewd  men  in  Wall  street  cal- 
culate that  at  least  fifty  millions  of  capital  and  currency 
have  been  wit'hdrawn  from  business  operations  since  last 
October.” 

A Pottsville  paper  says  that  there  are  600  unfinished 
houses  in  Philadelphia — built  last  year,  and  remaining 
as  they  xvere. 

It  is  said  that  150  workmen  are  about  to  be  discharged 
by  one  of  the  glass  manufacturing  companies  near  Bos- 
ton. 

We  meet  with  many  like  items  in  the  newspapers. 

The  sheriff  of  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  has 
advertised  for  sale,  thirty-six  farms  and  lots,  w hich  are 
to  he  sold  during  the  present  month  to  pay  the  debts  of 
the  present  owners. 

The  ship  America  sailed  on  Tuesday  for  Liverpool 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  steerage  passengers. 
Now  let  it  be  answered  whether  these  people  were 
bribed  by  the  bank  to  go  home,  or  whether  business 
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and  industry  over  the  whole  face  of  our  country  are  so 
completely  paralyzed  by  the  fatal  experiment,  as  to  leave 
them  no  other  alternative.  [ Cour.  & Enq, 

And  yet  emigrants  are  arriving  in  great  numbers  in 
Canada,  and  in  the  United  States — especially  from  Ger- 
many, in  the  latter.  The  prospect  of  employment  is  a 
dull  one,  unless  in  the  operations  of  mere  animal  labor— 
and  even  that  is  becoming  difficult  to  obtain. 

We  have  lately  had  some  interesting  items  of  news 
from  Liberia.  The  colony  seems  to  be  doing  well,  and 
a location  for  the  Maryland  colony  has  been  obtained 
at  Cape  Palmas.  The  climate,  however,  has  proved 
very  fatal  to  the  white  missionaries  and  agents,  and  the 
most  of  them  have  died.  We  shall  prepare  a summary 
of  particulars  for  our  next  paper. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  the  small  party  of 
‘‘abolitionists”  at  New  York,  &c.  are  endeavoring  to  car- 
ry out  their  wild  notions  with  a high  hand — that  several 
“rows”  have  taken  place,  in  the  city  just  named,  and  es- 
ecially  at  the  Chatham  chapel  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 
uly,  in  consequence  of  its  occupancy  by  a large  meet- 
ing of  the  abolitionists  and  people  of  color,  contrary  to 
the  wishes  of  those  in  whose  possession  the  chapel  right- 
fully was.  There  was  much  fighting,  and  some  persons 
considerably  hurt,  but  none  dangerously.  Order  was  I'e- 
stored  by  the  police. 

P.  S.  Tliere  wrs  a succession  of  riots  in  New  York  in 
the  evening  and  night  of  the  9th  inst. — first  at  the  Chat- 
ham chapel,  growing  out  of  the  “abolition”  question, 
which  was  quieted.  The  mob  then  proceeded  to  the 
Bowery  theatre,  to  punish  the  manager,  Mr.  Farren,  for 
certain  words  that  he  was  said  to^  have  uttered  disre- 
spectful to  the  American  character,  himself  being  an 
Fnglishraan.  They  forced  an  entrance,  and  stopped  the 
play — but  were  finally  persuaded  or  compelled  to  retire, 
by  the  police.  Next  they  marched  to  the  house  of  L. 
Tappan,  an  “abolitionist,”  which  they  attacked  and  en- 
tered and  threw  the  furniture  into  the  street,  &c,  and 
seemed  resolved  to  set  it  on  fire;  which  caused  a gather- 
ing of  the  firemen,  who  assisted  in  restoring  order,  at  2 
o’clock  in  the  morning! 

The  accounts  are  rather  confused— and  we  have  not 
time  to  pick  out  the  particular  facts  stated.  The  mob 
was  several  thousand  strong,  and  very  furious.  A few 
fanatics  have  raised  a flame  which  they  will  not  find  it 
easy  to  subdue,  and  have  seriously  injured  those  whom 
they  expressed  a great  desire  to  benefit. 

Cases  of  cholera  occasionally  appear  in  some  of  the 
western  cities  and  towns,  and  on  board  of  ascending 
steamboats— but  no  alarm  prevails,  because  of  tVie  dis-  j 
ease,  which  is  generally  manageable,  in  persons  who  have 
taken  a reasonable  care  of  themselves. 

The  following  is  well  called  a “splendid  acquisition:” 

The  Charleston  Library  Society  have  purchased  of  Henry 
Middleton,  esq.  (^500)  the  magnificent  work  on  Egypt,  prepar- 
ed under  the  auspices  of  Napoleon.  It  is  comprised  in  eleven 
volumes  of  engravings,  imperial  size — of  which  five  are  devot- 
ed to  the  antiquities  of  this  primaeval  nation— three  to  its  natu- 
ral history — two  to  its  modern  condition — and  one  volume  is  an 
atlas  ancient  and  modern. 

The  eleven  volumes  contain  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
plates,  and  are  accompanied  with  twenty  six  volumes,  octavo, 
explanatory  of  their  subjects,  and  or  the  history,  antiquities  and 
curiosities  of  the  empire  ofSesostris  and  the  Ptolemies. 

It  will  also  be  recollected  that  this  institution  enriched  its 
collection  in  natural  history  and  the  fine  arts  not  long  since 
with  Audibon’s  Ornithology— the  price  of  which  is  eight  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  journey  from  Charleston,  S.  C.  to  Boston,  by 
steamboats,  via  New  York,  and  thence  to  Providence, 
&c.  was  lately  made  in  less  than  four  days. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  of  the  U.  States,  now  on 
foreign  stations: 

Mediterranean — Ship  of  the  line— Delaware.  Frigates 
United  States  and  Constellation.  Sloop — ^John  Adams. 
Schooner— Shark. 

West  Indies — Sloops— Vandalia,  St.  Louis  and  Fal- 
mouth. Schooners — Grampus  and  Experiment. 

Coast  of  JBroxiZ— Sloops— Natchez,  Ontario  and  Erie. 
Schooners — Enterprize  and  Boxer. 


i’acz/Jc— Frigate — Brandywine.  Sloops — Fairfield  and 
Vincennes.  Schooner— Dolphin. 

The  steam  carri^e  of  col.  Macerone,  to  run  on  the 
common  roads  in  England,  has  been  successfully  tried 
in  the  vicinity  of  London.  It  travels  five  miles  in  18 
minutes,  surmounting,  with  ease,  considerable  acclivities, 
and  leaving  in  tbe  distance  all  vehicles  on  the  road.  It 
can  be  immediately  stopped  and  turned  to  a hair’s  breadth. 

Joseph,  Lucicn,  and  Jerome  Bonaparte,  are  now  in 
London. 

It  is  reported  that  general  Santa  Anna  had  deserted  the 
popular  cause  in  Mexico,  sided  with  the  army  and  clergy, 
and  dissolved  the  national  congress,  who  had,  in  turn,  out- 
lawed him.  No  one  of  the  new  governments  has  settled 
down  into  a state  of  peace  and  security. 

The  queen  of  England,  when  lately  attending  St.  Paul’s 
cathedral  (on  going  and  returning),  was  greeted  with 
hisses  and  groans  by  the  mob;  who,  the  papers  say,  were 
exasperated  by  the  queen’s  having  herself  surrounded  by 
a troop  of  life  guards. 

Just  as  this  sheet  w’as  going  to  press  we  received  New 
York  papers  containing  news  from  London  to  the  31st 
May,  inclusive.  A partial  change  in  the  British  minis- 
try had  taken  place,  in  consequence  of  some  disagree- 
ment about  the  revenue  of  the  Irish  church.  It  seems 
most  likely  that  lords  Grey  and  Brougham  would  retain 
their  places;  but  Mr.  Stanley,  Sir  James  Graham,  the 
duke  of  Richmond  and  earl  of  Ripon  had  resigned.  The 
earl  of  Carlisle  was  to  be  lord  privy  seal,  Mr.  Ellice  se- 
cretary of  war,  Mr.  Spring  Rice  colonial  secretary,  lord 
Auckland  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  Francis  Baring 
(son  of  sir  Thomas)  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  Mr. 
Moore  O’Farrall,  (an  Irish  Catholic),  junior  lord  of  the 
treasury. 

Tbe  king  had  expressed  himself  favorable  to  tolera- 
tion, but  utterly  opposed  to  licentiousness,  and  said  that 
he  would  maintain  “the  church.” 

ITEMS. 

The  U.  S.  bank  has  declared  its  half  yearly  dividend  of  three 
and  a half  per  cent. 

A steam  friaiale  at  Toiilon,  160  horse  power,  built  by  the 
French  government,  bears  the  honorpd  name  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zen, Fulton. 

The  British  frigate  President,  from  England,  having  on  board 
the  governor  and  suite  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  bound  for  that  port, 
was  spoken  1st  inst.  off  the  port  of  Halifax. 

The  people  at  Dubuque’s  mines,  (Missouri),  having  no  regu- 
lar system  of  government,  have  taken  the  execution  of  justice 
into  their  own  hands.  We  understand  that  a man  by  the  name 
ofO’DoNNEL,  who  had  committed  two  murders  in  one  week — 
the  last  of  them  his  partner  in  business — was  to  be  hung  during 
the  past  week,  that  being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
only  atonement  which  could  be  made  for  his  crimes.' 

The  number  of  persons  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  foreign 
ports,  during  the  month  of  June,  was  1,753,  of  whom  135  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  re- 
mainder were  Germans. 

The  St.  Louis  (Missouri)  Times  states  that  vessels  of  400  to 
500  tons  burthen  now  trade  to  that  place,  and  the  editor  looks 
forward  to  the  day  when  merchant  ships  will  be  built  at  that 
place. 

Such  is  the  competition  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  that  emigrants 
are  carried  in  the  steamboats  from  Quebec  to  Montreal  (180 
miles)  for  25  cents! 

There  have  been  great  disturbances  between  the  faculty  of 
Harvard  college  and  the  students,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  of  the  latter  have  been  dismissed. 

Charles  Howard,  Elisha  Tibbitts  and  Levi  Elmaker,  have 
been  appointed  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  place  of  Joseph  White,  Saul  Alley,  and  Roberts  Vaux,  who 
declined  the  appointment. 

LAFAYETTE— THE  GOOD. 

From  the  correspondent  o f the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce. 
Lafayette  is  no  more! — The  brave,  the  noble,  the  generous, 
the  patriotic  hero— died  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  [May]  at  a 
quarter  before  five  o’clock.  His  illness  was  at  first  exceeding- 
ly slight,  and  no  one  calculated  upon  the  lamentable  result. 
He  followed  the  remains  of  Dulong  to  the  grave,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  he  then  caught  a cold,  which  fixing  upon  his  lungs, 
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has  caused  his  dissolution.  Like  C.nnning,  who  suffered  in  the 
same  way,  alter  attending  the  funeral  of  the  Duke  of  York,  La- 
fayette owes  his  death  to  an  attendance  at  the  tomb.  He  was 
in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  having  been  born  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, 1757.  He  was  attended  by  Drs.  Andral,  Marjolin,  Clo- 
rjiiet,  and  several  other  eminent  medical  characters,  who  up  to 
the  18tli  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  their  illustrious  patient 
would  recover.  On  the  19lli  live  of  them  issued  a bulletin  de- 
scriptive of  his  state,  and  anticipating  his  recovery.  But  in  the 
night  a must  material  change  took  place,  his  breathing  became 
very  difficult,  and  when  an  effort  was  making  to  apply  a blister 
to  his  chest,  he  mildly  observed  that  it  would  be  ol  no  avail, 
and  soon  afterwards  expired  in  the  arms  of  Geo.  W.  Lafayette. 
On  the  19th  considerable  sensation  was  experienced  in  the 
chamber  of  deputies,  at  the  prospect  of  the  dissolution  of  their 
venerable  colleague,  and  M.  Dupin  in  the  course  of  the  motn- 
ing  thus  addressed  the  chamber: — “According  to  a wish  ex- 
pressed by  several  deputies,  I feel  no  doubt  but  that  the  cham- 
ber w'ill  authorise  me  to  send,  in  its  name,  to  make  enquiries 
relative  to  the  health  of  our  illustrious  colleague — general  La- 
fayette. (Numerous  cries  of  “yes,  yes”),  “i  have  already,” 
said  the  president,  “sent  in  my  own  name.” 

This  distinguished  compliment  is  generally  reserved  for  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  family,  and  therefore  can  be  the  more  appre- 
ciated when  applied  to  the  departed.  The  following  was  the 
reply  to  the  message  of  the  chamber: — 

“Mr.  President — All  my  family  feel  grateful  for  the  interest 
the  chamber  has  so  kinifly  taken  in  my  father’s  health.  1 have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  there  is  a slight  improvement 
in  his  situation.  Have  the  kindness,  Mr.  President,  to  present 
the  homage  of  our  respectful  gratitude  to  the  chamber,  and  ac- 
cept for  yourself  the  assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  VV.  LAFAYE'l'TE. 

This  note  was  loudly  cheered  by  nearly  every  member  in  the 
chamber,  but,  unhappily,  this  joy  was  but  of  short  duration,  fur 
on  the  next  day  the  president  thus  announced  the  death  of  their 
colleague: — “1  have  the  affliction  of  announcing  to  the  chain 
her,  the  decease  of  the  honorable  general  Lafayette.  He  died 
this  iiiorning  at  five  o’clock,  i shall  now  proceed  to  draw  the 
names  of  the  members  who  shall  attend  his  funeral,  but  I have 
no  doubt  but  a great  number  of  his  colleagues  will  consider  it  a 
duty  to  accompany  his  remains.”  M.  Dupin  was  very  much 
affected  while  addressing  the  chamber,  and  so  also  were  seve- 
ral of  its  members.  His  intimate  friend,  M.  Francis  Dclessert, 
moved  that  the  president  should  be  instructed  to  write  a letter 
to  the  general’s  family  expressive  of  the  profound  grief  felt  by 
the  chamber  fur  the  great  loss  his  colleagues  and  tlie  entire  of 
France  had  experienced. 

This  was  instantly  acceded  to,  and  the  chamber  suspended 
its  proceedings  for  an  hour,  so  that  the  letter  of  condolence 
should  be  immediately  written.  A council  was  held  at  the 
Tuilleries  soon  after  his  demise,  for  the  purpose  ofagreeing  as 
to  the  necessity  of  calling  out  the  national  guard,  and  permitting 
them  to  attend  the  funeral  of  their  devoted  chieftain.  It  is  not 
yet  known  what  the  intentions  of  the  government  are,  but  it  is 
believed  that  they  will  not  in  any  way  interfere.  One  account 
that  I have  seen,  states  that  he  will  have  a public  funeral,  and 
that  the  two  sons  of  Louis  Phillippe  will  he  ordered  to  attend  as 
chief  mourners.  If  so,  what  a mockery  will  this  be!  That 
monarch  wlio  could  insult,  and  attempt  to  disgrace  Lafayette 
during  his  lifetime,  is  now  amongst  the  most  afflicted  at  his 
death,  and  would  have  us  believe  that  his  tears  are  proofs  of  his 
sinceiity.  lam  not  so  credulous,  for  I firmly  conceive  those 
tears — to  be  tears  of  joy.  Louis  Phillippe  always  dreaded  La- 
fayette, and  was  afraid  of  the  immense  power  which  the  vete- 
ran had  always  at  command.  He  is  rejoiced  as  much  if  not 
more  so,  than  he  was  when  he  heard  of  the  demise  of  young 
Napoleon.  He  now  imagines  that  two  powerful  factions  will 
be  annihilated— that  of  the  empire,  in  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Reichstadt,  that  of  the  republican,  in  the  decease  of  Lafayette. 

From  the  [London]  True  Sun  of  May  25. 

LAFAYETTE— THE  DYING  SCENE. 

An  apparent  melioration  had  taken  place  in  the  poor  inva- 
lid’s sufferings  on  Monday,  but  at  midnight  all  the  alarming 
symptoms  returned  with  redoubled  vigor — A devouring  fever, 
oppression  of  the  chest,  great  difflculty  of  breathing,  with  a 
death  like  cough.  At  two  o’clock  a poultice  was  applied  on  his 
chest.  “What  are  you  applying  there?”  inquired  the  patient; 
“is  it  another  blister?”  “No  general,  a poultice.”  “ C’cst  fcierr.” 
(It  is  well.)  These  were  the  last  words  of  Lafayette.  The 
death  rattle  soon  followed;  the  dying  man  fora  few  moments 
breathed  more  freely  and  then  serenely  sunk  to  death,  in  the 
arms  of  the  honorable  M.  Cloquet. 

The  numerous  and  extraordinary  scenes  with  which  his  noble 
name  is  so  pre-eminenily  connected  in  the  old  and  new  worlds, 
might  have  induced  the  prevailing  belief  that  he  was  older.  But 
his  placid  benignity  of  countenance  and  disposition,  with  his 
natural  strength  of  constitution  and  temperate  habits,  had  taught 
his  friends  to  hope  that  his  invaluable  life  might  still  have  been 
prolonged,  perhaps  yet  to  witness  the  consummation  of  his  pa- 
triotic wishes. 

“Since  the  fatal  day  of  Diilong’s  funeral,  I have  seen  him  a 
few  times,”  says  our  Paris  correspondent;  “and,  as  1 frequently 
and  fearfully  anticipated  in  my  correspondence  with  the  True 
Sun,  I saw  there  was  no  hope.  The  last  time  I met  Lafayette 
in  public  was  on  the  14th  of  January,  at  the  grand  dinner  of 


the  “Union  of  Nations;”  a banquet  from  which,  of  course,  po- 
litical discussion  is  excluded. 

Previous  to  the  splendid  repast,  I had  the  honor  of  shaking 
hands  with  him,  and  of  holding  a short  conversation  on  lite- 
rary and  scientific  subjects.  His  mind  appeared  as  intellectual, 
and  his  ideas  as  philosophical,  as  ever;  but  there  was  an  inde- 
finable tacit  expression  of  malaise  in  his  manner;  it  was  evi- 
dent to  nie  that  the  canker  of  “hope  deferred”  was  preying 
on  his  iiiiiiosi  soul.  Several  Englishineu  of  distinction,  rank 
and  iiierit  were  present.  Amongst  them  I reiiieiiiher  the  names 
of  sir  Sidney  Smith,  Messrs.  Maegregor,  Ditchfield,  G.  G.  Den- 
nis, J.  W.  Lake,  Gore,  5tc.  &,c.  who  all  felt  the  painful  fore- 
bodings I experienced.  After  dinner,  the  geneial  rose,  and  at- 
tempted tri  return  thanks  (or  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which 
the  company  had  drank  his  health;  but  he  was  unable  to  go 
on— his  heart  was  too  full— it  was  already  broken. 

A few  days  ere  his  death,  a British  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance visited  him  in  his  sick  room.  They  spoke  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  veteran’s  eyes  sparkled  with  their  wonted  fire; 
they  alluded  to  France,  and  he  moiirnrully  shook  his  head. 
“Beloved,  but  betrayed  country,”  exclaimed  he,  “I  fear  thou 
hast  yet  many  terrible  struggles  to  undergo,  ere  thy  goal  of 
liberty  is  attained.”  These  words  you  may  rely  upon  as  a 
fact.  According  to  the  desire  of  the  deceased,  he  is  to  be  in- 
terred at  the  private  or  privileged  cemetery  of  Piepas,  by  the 
tomb  of  Madame  Lafayette. 

During  the  last  illness  of  the  fated  father  of  the  new  dy- 
nasty, not  a single  message  was  sent  from  the  court  to  in- 
quire after  the  illustrious  suffeier.  But  now,  alas!  the  chateau 
is  like  a house  of  mourning,  and  the  ministerial  papers  are  re- 
dolent of  grief,  for  the  loss  of— king  Leopold’s  son. 

funeral  or  LAFAYETTE. 

From  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  May,  the 
Rue  d’AHjou  St.  Honore,  in  which  the  hotel  of  the  late  lament- 
ed Lalayette  is  situated,  and  every  street  and  passage  in  its  vi- 
cinity, was  crowded  with  citizens  of  Paris,  hastening  to  pay 
their  last  tribute  of  respect  and  attachment  to  the  illustrious  de- 
ceased. 

The  funeral  ceremony,  says  Galignani’s  Messenger,  from  the 
public  character  of  the  deceased,  both  as  a member  of  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies  and  a general,  was  invested  by  the  government 
with  all  the  imposing  pomp  which  the  attendance  of  numeroua 
bodies  of  military  never  fails  to  give  to  processions  of  this  de- 
scription; while  the  attendance  of  the  national  guards,  who 
came  forward  in  immense  numbers,  to  join  in  giving  effect  to 
this  parting  act  of  homage  to  their  venerable  colleague,  and  the 
crowded  state  of  the  streets  lending  to  the  church  of  the  As- 
suintilion,  where  the  funeral  ceremony  was  to  be  performed, 
and  from  thence  along  the  Rue  de  la  Paix,  the  entire  length  of 
the  Boulevards,  and  every  spot  near  which  the  procession  wa« 
to  pass,  showed  the  extent  of  the  popularity,  and  the  affection- 
ate esteem  with  which  the  deceased  was  regarded  by  every 
class. 

About  half  past  seven  the  members  of  the  various  deputations 
appointed  to  take  part  in  the  procession  began  to  arrive  at  the 
hotel,  which  was  handsomely  hung  with  black.  Among  these 
were  numbers  of  staff  officers,  of  the  troops,  and  the  national 
guards.  Detachments  of  infantry  were  placed  as  guards  of  ho- 
nor in  the  commencement  of  the  Rue  du  Faubourg  St.  Honore, 
the  Rue  Royale,  the  Rue  St.  Florentin,  and  other  points  by 
which  the  procession  was  to  pass. 

At  a few  minutes  after  nine  the  body  was  brought  down  and 
deposited  in  the  hearse,  which  was  decorated  with  twelve  tri- 
colored flags,  three  at  each  corner;  it  was  surmounted  by 
plumes,  and  had  the  letter  L on  various  parts  of  the  drapery, 
and  was  drawn  by  four  black  horses.  The  cordons  of  the  hearse 
were  held  by  four  persons  of  distinction,  friends  of  the  deceased. 
After  a few  minutes  spent  in  preliminary  arrangements,  the 
funeral  march  struck  up,  and  the  cortege  began  to  move.  The 
hearse  was  preceded  by  muffled  drums,  deputations  from  vari- 
ous legions  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  and  the  Banlieue, 
the  61st  regiment  of  the  line,  and  a regiment  of  red  laneers. 
The  hearse  followed,  which  was  immediately  succeeded  by  the 
deputations  of  the  chambers  of  peers  and  deputies;  other  depu- 
tations followed  from  various  public  bodies,  among  whom  we 
perceived  numbers  of  foreigners,  particularly  Americans  and 
Poles.  These  w'erc  succeeded  by  chefs  de  bataillon  of  the  na- 
tional guards  and  the  line,  and  these  again  followed  by  other 
detachments  of  national  guards  and  troops  of  the  line,  headed 
by  muffled  drums  and  full  military  bands,  two  pieces  of  cannon 
and  a detachment  of  the  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  with  a nu- 
merous body  of  cavalry  of  the  national  guards.  Four  of  the 
royal  carriages,  three  private  ones  of  the  general,  followed  by 
another  regiment  of  lancers,  seven  private  carriages,  and  a body 
of  municipal  guards,  wound  up  the  procession. 

The  immense  crowds,  and  the  small  space  left  for  the  milita- 
ry, occasioned  considerable  confusion  previous  to  arriving  ac 
the  church,  for  want  of  room  the  hearse  being  stopped  on  on« 
occasion  more  than  a quarter  of  an  hour.  The  coffin  was  then 
taken  into  the  church,  and  the  funeral  ceremony  being  perform- 
ed, the  procession  again  proceeded;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
incalculable  crowds  assembled,  has  passed  the  Rue  de  la  Paix, 
and  is  now  (as  we  are  going  to  press)  far  advanced  on  tha 
Boulevard,  with  the  most  perfect  order  and  regularity. 

All  the  ministers,  says  the  same  Gazette,  on  leaving  the  coun- 
cil held  by  the  king  on  the  preceding  day  at  the  Tuilleries,  went 
in  a body  to  make  a visit  of  condolence  to  the  family  of  general 
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Lnfayetie.  They  were  received  by  M.  George  \V.  Lafayette, 
and  conducted  by  liiin  to  view  tlic  body.  An  immense  number 
of  persons  of  all  classes  called  tn  the  course  of  the  day  and  in- 
scribed their  names  as  participalois  in  the  general  grief. 

At  a meeting  of  the  eiiizcns  of  the  United  Slates  of  America 
in  Paris,  held  on  the  21st  at  the  hotel  of  the  American  legation, 
,10  take  into  con.'^idcration  the  most  appropriate  manner  of  ex- 
pressing their  sorrow  for  the  loss  they  and  their  country  have 
sustained  by  the  death  of  the  great  and  good  Lafayette— Tho- 
mas P.  Barton,  esq.  charge  d’affaires  of  the  United  States,  was 
called  to  the  chair,  and  Dunscomb  Bradford,  esq.  American 
consul,  was  appointed  secretary.  The  following  resolutions 
were  offered  and  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  of  the  death  of  our  illustrious 
fellow  citizen,  the  virtuous  Lafayette,  with  feelings  of  the  deep- 
est sorrow  and  regret — 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  now  in  Paris, 
will  attend  in  a body  the  funeral  of  Lafayette,  in  testimony  of 
the  high  respect  they  entertain  for  his  exalted  character,  as  the 
undeviating  friend  and  defender  of  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
and  <d’ those  of  the  human  race. 

ilesoived.  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  address  a letter 
,of  condolence  to  the  family  of  gen.  Lafayette,  expressive  of 
jtlieir  deep  sympathy  in  the  afflicting  dispensation  with  which  it 
has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  visit  them. 

Resolved,  That  as  a further  testimony  of  their  high  admiration 
for  the  virtues  and  perfect  consistency  of  character  of  Lafayette, 
.through  a long  life,  and  under  the  most  arduous  circumstances, 
they  will  wear  crape  upon  the  left  arm  for  three  months. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brooks,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  it  was 
then 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  commu- 
nicated by  the  secretary  of  this  meeting  to  the  family  of  the 
illustrious  deceased,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be 
published. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  French,  seconded  by  Mr.  Blow,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States,,  as  far  as  they  are  represent- 
ed at  this  meeting,  each  furnish  a member  to  constitute  the 
.committee  to  address  the  letter  of  condolence  to  the  family  of 
general  Lafayette:  whereupon  the  following  gentlemen,  repre- 
senting seventeen  states  of  the  union,  were,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  H.ayne,  seconded  by  Alex.  Claxlon,  esq.  U.  S.  N.  named 
that  committee: 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Maine;  N.  Niles,  esq.  of  Vermont;  Charles 
Brooks,  esq.  of  Massachusetts;  J.  Dennison,  esq.  of  Connecti- 
cut; Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Brevoort,  of  New  York;  Philip  Kear- 
ney, esq.  of  New  Jersey;  Dr.  A.  B.  Tucker,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Alexander  Claxton,  esq.  U.  S.  N.  of  Maryland;  rev.  F.  S.  Mines, 
of  Virginia;  Arthur  P.  Hayne,esq.  of  South  Carolina;  Dr.  L.  A. 
Dugas,  of  Georgia;  W.  P.  D’Arusmont,  esq.  of  Indiana;  Dr.  A. 
P.  Elston,  of  Kentucky;  J.  S.  Pomer,  esq.  of  Mississippi,  and 
D.  Uiquhart,  esq.  of  Louisiana. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Townsend,  Mr.  Barton  and  Mr.  Brad- 
ford were  ex-officio  placed  on  the  committee.  After  a short  ad- 
journment, the  chairman,  in  the  name  of  the  committee,  re- 
ported a letter  of  condolence  to  the  family  of  general  Lafayette, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hayne, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Brooks,  it  was  resolved,  that  an  eulogy  on  the 
illustrious  charactej  of  the  revered  Lafayette,  be  delivered  be- 
fore the  American  citizens  at  Paris.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brewster,  seconded  by  Mr.  Niles,  it  was  resolved,  that  five 
gentlemen  be  named  by  the  chair,  to  constitute  a committee  of 
arrangements,  to  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  preceding  re- 
solution: whereupon,  Mr.  Brewster,  Mr.  Niles,  Mr.  Atherton, 
Mr.  Brevoort  and  Mr.  Brooks,  were  named  that  committee.  It 
was  then  resolved,  that  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  com- 
municated by  its  secretary  to  the  legation  of  the  United  States 
at  Paris,  with  the  request  that  they  may  be  recorded  on  the 
books  thereof— and  the  meeting  adjourned. 

We  understand  thatM.  Lafitte  entertained  the  project  of  pro- 
posing to  the  chamber  of  deputies  that  the  body  of  general  La- 
fayette should  be  deposited  in  the  pantheon,  but  renounced  it 
on  learning  that  it  was  the  decided  wish  of  the  family  that  the 
directions  of  the  deceased,  as  to  his  interment,  should  be  scru- 
pulously followed. 

All  the  ministerial  papers  contain  eulogies  on  this  consistent 
and  persevering  friend  of  human  liberty.  The  military  honors 
paid  him  were  those  which  belong  to  a gen  oral- in-chief. 

INDIAN  ANTIQUITIES. 

A subterranean  Indian  village  has  been  discovered  in  Nacoo- 
jchee  valley,  in  Georgia,  by  gold  miners,  in  excavating  a canal 
for  the  purpose  of  washing  gold.  The  depth  to  which  it  is  co- 
vered varies  from  seven  to  nine  feet;  some  of  the  houses  are 
imbedded  in  a stratum  of  rich  auriferous  gravel.  They  are  34 
in  number,  built  of  log,s  from  six  to  ten  inches  in  diameter,  and 
from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  length.  The  walls  are  from  three  to 
six  feet  in  height,  forming  a continuous  line  or  street  of  300 
feet.  The  logs  are  hewed  and  notched,  as  at  the  present  day. 
The  land  beneath  which  they  were  found,  was  covered,  at  its 
first  settlement  by  the  whites,  with  a heavy  growth  of  limber, 
denoting  a great  antiquity  to  these  buildings,  and  a powerful 
cause  which  submerged  them.  Cane  baskets  and  fragments  of 
earthenware  were  found  in  the  rooms.  The  account  is  con- 
tained in  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Southern  Banner,  from 
which  the  following  further  particulars  are  extracted: 

The  houses  are  situated  from  50  to  100  yards  from  the  princi- 
|ial  channel  of  the  creek;  and  as  no  further  e.xcavaiions  have 


been  made,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  new  and  more  inter- 
esting developments  will  be  made  when  the  land  is  worked  for 
gold. 

A great  niimhi'r  of  enrinus  specimens  of  workman.ship  have 
been  found  in  situations  which  preclude  the  po.ssibility  of  their 
having  been  moved  tor  more  than  a thousand  years.  During 
my  mining  operations  last  year,  1 found,  at  one  lime,  about  one 
half  of  a crucible  of  the  eafiacity  of  near  a gallon.  It  was  ten 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  immediately  beneath  a large  oak 
tree  which  measured  five  feel  in  diameter,  and  must  have  been 
four  or  five  hundred  years  old.  The  deposite  was  diluvial,  or 
what  may  be  termed  table  land.  The  stratum  of  quartz  gravel, 
in  which  the  vessel  was  imbedded,  is  about  two  feel  in  thick- 
ness, resting  u|)on  decomposed  chlorite  slate. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  the  deposite  of  those  substan- 
ces in  alluvial  soil,  for  the  hills  are  generally  very  high  and  pre- 
ciiiitous,  and  from  the  immense  quantity  of  rain  which  falls, 
the  streams  are  swollen  to  great  height,  sweeping  every  thing 
with  them,  and  frequently  forming  a deposite  of  several  feel  in 
thickness  in  a season;  but  some  of  the  diluvial  land  is  from  ten  to 
fifty  feet  above  the  present  level  of  the  streams.  These  depo- 
sites  exhibit  appearances  of  as  great  attrition  as  those  recently 
formed. 

There  was  a vessel,  or  rather  a double  mortar,  found  in 
Duke’s  creek,  about  five  inches  in  diameter,  and  the  excava- 
tion on  each  side  was  nearly  an  inch  in  depth,  basin  like,  and 
perfectly  polished.  It  was  made  of  quartz,  which  had  been 
once  transparent,  but  had  become  stained  with  the  iron  which 
abounds  in  quantity  in  all  this  country.  In  the  bottom  of  this 
basin  was  a small  depression  half  an  inch  in  depth  and  about 
the  same  diameter.  What  its  use  could  have  been,  is  difficult 
to  coiijeciure.  Some  suppose  it  was  used  for  grinding  paint, 
&c.  or  in  some  of  their  plays  or  games.  The  high  finish,  and 
its  exact  dimensions,  induce  me  to  believe  it  the  production  of 
a more  civilized  people  than  the  present  race  of  Indians.  Re- 
spectfully yours,  M.  S. 

— @ 

ANCIENT  OPINIONS. 

The  Delaware  “State  Journal”  of  the  13ih  June,  1834,  says — 

“A  friend  has  favored  us  with  a number  of  the  first  news- 
paper that  was  published  in  Philadelphia — namely,  The  Ameri- 
can Weekly  Mercury,  of  July  22, 1742,  printed  by  Andrew  Brad- 
ford, at  the  sign  of  the  Bible,  in  Front  street.  It  is  a venerable 
memorial  of  the  primitive  days  of  the  city  of  brotherly  love — a 
sheet  of  about  nine  by  six,  each  page  divided  into  columns. 
This  was  the  weekly  oracle  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and 
of  the  country  round,  including  Wilmington,  New  Castle,  Ches- 
ter, &c.  We  extract  an  article  from  this  paper  which  has  some 
application  to  our  own  times,  and  to  all  times.” 

And  then  presents  us  with  the  following  curious  article — 
From  the  Weekly  Mercury  of  1742. 

Methinks  I could  wish  that  some  Author  had  given  us  a 
History  of  Preferments  and  Disgraces  at  a certain  Time  when 
one  man  lorded  it  over  his  Country,  should  be  glad  to  read 
the  Birth,  Parentage  and  Education  of  all  his  Tools,  with  an 
Account  of  their  eminent  Abilities,  and  the  signal  Services 
they  perform’d  for  their  Country;  and,  I fancy,  if  the  last  dy- 
ing Speeches  and  Confessions  of  some  of  them  should  be  an- 
nex’d, it  would  not  make  the  History  the  less  entertaining  to  the 
Coi  tions  Reader. 

Cardinal  de  Reniz  tells  us  that  there  is  a Time  when  to  be 
disgrac’d  at  Court  lessens  a Man’s  Merit  in  the  Opinion  of  the 
World;  but  (says  he)  there  is  also  a time  when  to  be  disgrac’d 
at  Court,  raises  a Man’s  Character,  casts  a Lustre  over  all  his 
good  Qualities,  and  obtains  Quarter  with  the  World  for  all  his 
Faults. 

When  Government  is  executed  with  a just  Regard  to  the 
Rights  of  the  Subjects  at  home,  and  the  Glory  and  Interest  of 
the  Nation  are  mainlain’d  abroad,  it  is  no  Siiame  for  a Man 
to  wish  to  be  in  Favour  at  Court. 

When- the  natural  Friends  and  Allies  of  a Country  are  pro- 
tected and  defended,  and  its  Enemies  humbled,  a Man  might 
reasonably  wish  to  be  in  Favour  at  Court. 

When  Men  are  prefer’d  merely  for  their  Abilities,  and  laid 
aside  where  a Want  of  Abilities  is  discover’d,  a Man  would 
certainly  think  it  an  honor  to  be  in  Favour  at  Court. 

When  there  is  a Court  composed  of  Ministers  and  Coun- 
cellors  chosen  out  for  their  Wisdom  and  Abilities  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  State,  of  Divines  rais’d  for  their  Learning  and 
Christian  Piety,  and  of  Soldiers  preferr’d  for  their  Valour  and 
Conduct  in  the  Wars;  who  would  not  think  it  an  Honor  to  be 
in  Favour  at  Court. 

On  the  other  side.  When  the  Subjects  are  oppressed  with 
Taxes  for  maintaining  the  Minions  of  an  overgrown  Minister 
in  Luxury,  it  is  time  for  a Man  to  think  it  an  Honour  to  bo 
disgrac’d  at  Court. 

When  the  Protection  of  Trade  is  neglected,  when  Arts,  Sci- 
ences, and  Manufactures  are  starv’d,  and  all  Kinds  of  Vice 
is  encouraged,  a Man  would  wish  to  be  disgraced  at  Court. 

When  a Nation  is  insulted  by  a weak  and  defenceless  Ene- 
my, and  having  more  than  sufficient  Strength  to  do  itself  Jus- 
tice, yet  by  the  Incapacity  of  those  at  the  Helm,  knows  not 
how  to  use  that  Strength,  a Man  need  not  be  ashamed  to  be 
dissirac’d  at  Court. 

When  the  sole  executive  Part  of  the  Government  is  usurp’d 
by  some  one  bold  overbearing  Man,  with  scarce  Abilities  for 
the  lowest,  a Man  would  certainly  wish  to  be  disgrac’d  at 
Court. 
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When  a servile  Prostitution  to  the  arbitrary  Will  of  this  one 
Man  is  the  Tenuur  by  which  every  Man  holds  bis  Eniploy- 
tiient,  what  Man  of  Spirit  can  serve,  and  who  that  hath  the 
least  Feeling  for  the  Wrongs  of  his  Country,  or  Regard  to  his 
own  Reputation,  but  would  think  it  an  Honour  to  be  disgrac’d 
at  Courti’ 

MR.  WISE,  OF  VIRGINIA. 

The  following  are  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  a speech  of 
Mr.  IFise,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Monday,  9ih  of 
June,  OH  his  motion  concerning  a restoration  of  the  deposites  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States: 

Sir,  I respectfully  ask  gentlemen  who  support  the  adminis- 
tration in  all  these  measures,  if  it  can  possibly  be  their  delibe- 
rate policy  to  adjourn  without  doing  something  for  relief— not 
pecuniary  relief,  that  is  now  but  as  the  dust  in  the  balance — 1 
mean  relief  of  the  laws  and  constitution.’  I respectfully  in- 
quire of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  if  any  other  can  be  his  design  or  the  design  of  the  party 
with  whom  he  acts,  by  the  proposition  of  the  measure  he  has 
reported.’  Can  he  or  any  man  expect  us  to  adopt/Aa<  measure, 
when  it  would  but  confirm  the  present  state  of  things,  but 
employ  the  worst  of  means  to  effect  the  very  evils  coni- 

filained  of,  but  add  the  sanction  of  law  to  the  very  violations  of 
aw;  and  servilely  grant,  yield,  and  consent  to  the  usurpations 
of  power  which  we  are  so  loudly  called  on  sternly  to  deny,  re- 
fuse, resist  and  denounce?  Does  he  not,  did  he  not  foreknow, 
that  congress  will  reject  this  proposition  to  strip  it  of  all  its 
powers,  and  transfer  them  to  the  executive?  And  if  congress 
does  reject  it,  as  it  is  bound  by  law  and  duty  to  do,  do  gentle- 
men flatter  themselves  that  they  can  return  to  their  constitu- 
ents with  the  insulting  excuse  that  the  administration  has  done 
Its  part  for  the  people?  I imploringly  ask  gentlemen,  if  fAis  is 
to  be  their  “uUimatuvil’^  If  so,  I venture  to  predict  that  it  will 
be  the  ^^uUimatum” — of  their  fate!  Sir,  this  may  be  the  croak- 
ing of  prophecy,  and  they  may  feel  secure  as  a tower  of  strength 
in  their  present  possession  of  power.  Rut,  if  they  continue  to 
mock  the  complaints  of  the  people;  ifthey  continue  in  that  des- 
perate course  which  blindly  plunges  from  bad  to  w’orse;  if  they 
do  not  quickly  retrace  their  steps  of  folly,  repent  of  past  errors 
(which  they  may  now  do  without  making  confession);  if  they 
persist  in  this  sacriligious  policy  which  pollutes  the  sacred  ves- 
sels of  the  sanctuary;  they  will  yet  have  to  tremble,  like  Bel- 
shazzar, at  the  hand  writing  on  the  wall! 

Sir,  in  the  language  of  Fisher  Ames,  “if  my  powers  were 
commensurate  with  my  zeal,  I would  rai.se  my  voice  to  such  a 
pitch  of  remonstrance”  against  this  cruel  injustice  to  a gener- 
ous people,  this  mischievous  policy  of  those  in  whom  that  peo- 
ple have  confided,  this  flagrant  outrage  upon  the  laws  and  con- 
stitution, “ihat  it  should  reach  every  log  house  beyond  the 
mountains.”  I would  say  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  to  its 
utmost  borders,  rise!  in  your  majesty  and  sovereignty,  and  hurl 
from  his  place  of  power  every  public  man  within  the  reach  of  a 
ballot  box  who  has  sought  to  perpetrate  these  atrocious  evils 
upon  the  body  politic,  or  who  has  been  supine  and  inactive, 
whilst  others  have  been  guilty  of  their  perpetration?  Rut,  sir, 
as  I cannot  be  heeded  by  the  nation,  beyond  the  district  of  my 
own  constituents,  I would  speak  with  a “still  small  voice”  to 
those  who  are  near  me.  In  my  present  relation  to  the  presi- 
dent I cannot  condescend,  as  an  independent  representative  of 
a people  yet  free,  to  offer  an  apology  for  the  course  I have  been 
driven  to  pursue  by  the  late  measures  of  the  executive.  I 
claim  rather  an  atonement  from  the  man  whom  I supported  for 
the  presidency,  for  such  acts  of  misrule.  But  if  I was  permit- 
ted to  expostulate  with  him,  as  still  a sincere  personal  friend,  I 
would  warn  him  to  “shake  off  the  serpent  from  his  hand,  ere 
poison  and  death  ensue  from  the  bite  of  the  reptile!” 

I will  .'ay  to  my  personal  friends  in  the  administration  ranks: 
am  no  deserter,  and  have  a right  to  speak  to  a brother  sol- 
dier. It  is  true  I have  left  your  camp,  not  because  I disliked 
the  corps  to  which  / belonged,  but  because  there  were  vermin 
there;  and  I enlisted  under  the  banners  of  the  ‘Old  Chief’  to 
fight  jfor  my  country,  and  not  against  her  most  sacred  institu- 
tions and  dearest  rights.  I call  upon  you  who  are  faithful  to 
him  to  save  the  time-honored  warrior  from  the  ‘deep  damna- 
tion’ of  the  bitter  curses  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people, 
groaning  under  the  pillaging  policy  of  ‘orderly  sergeants,’  reek 
less  alike  of  the  country’s  welfare  and  of  the  president’s  popu- 
larity, enriched  with  the  ‘spoils  of  victory,’  and  flushed  to  mad- 
ness with  the  intoxication  of  repeated  triumphs!” 

Sir,  I will  say  to  members  of  whatever  party:  “Show  to  the 
world  that  if  there  are  too  many  who  love  to  be  tempted  to  for- 
get their  trusts,  by  a well  managed  venality,  there  are  a few 
who  find  a greater  satisfaction  in  being  thought  beyond  its  in- 
fluence.” 

I will  say  to  the  people:  “Ho!  every  patriot  to  the  rescue!” 
And  “if  the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,”  I would  put  up  to  the 
God  of  nations  the  prayer  of  Warsaw’s  last  champion — 

“Oh  heaven!  my  bleeding  country  save!” 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  referred  to  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  senate  of  Monday  last.  They  passed  the  house  of 
representatives  of  New  Hampshire  163  to  62,  and  the  senate, 
yeas  12,  nays  none. 

Resolved  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  in  general 
court  convened,  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of  the  adminis- 
tration ofthe  general  government,  and  tliat  the  president  of  the 


U.  States,  by  his  ardent  endeavors  to  restore  the  constitution  to 
its  oiiginal  puiily,  by  his  stern  integrity  and  unbending  firmness 
in  resisting  the  approach  of  corruption  in  every  protean  shape,  in 
staying  the  lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money  in  an  un- 
constitutional system  of  internal  improvements  by  the  national 
government,  in  settling  the  tariff  on  a more  equitable  basis,  in 
his  prompt  resistance  to  all  measures  tending  to  the  dissolution 
of  our  union,  in  his  veto  on  the  recharter  of  that  dangerous  in- 
stitution, the  United  States  bank,  and  in  the  unyielding  stand 
which  he  has  taken  against  the  recent  alarniimg  proceedings  of 
that  institution,  has  proved  himself  to  be  a true  disciple  of  Thos. 
Jefferson  the  father  of  American  democracy,  and  has  greatly 
increased  the  debt  of  gratitude  due  to  him  from  the  American 
people. 

»dnd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  in  the  removal  of  the  lata 
secretary  of  the  treasury  the  president  exercised  a power  cot^ 
ferred  upon  him  by  the  constitution,  and  which  has  been  re- 
cognized by  all  his  predecessors  in  office;  and  which  it  was  hi« 
duty  to  exercise  if  he  believed  that  officer  to  be  unworthy  or  in- 
capable, or  that  he  was  pursuing  measures  detrimental  to  tha 
interests  of  the  public. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  in  removing  the  deposites  of 
public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  present 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  violated  neither  the  letter  nor 
the  spirit  ofthe  charter  of  the  bank,  and  has  pursued  a course, 
the  expediency  of  which  was  clearly  indicated  by  the  decision 
of  the  people  in  the  last  presidential  election,  against  the  r»- 
charter  of  the  bank,  and  which  was  imperiously  demanded  by 
the  profligate  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that  institution. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  rechartered— that,  unconstitutional  in  its  crea- 
tion— it  has  proved  itself  to  be  an  institution  of  the  must  deadly 
hostility  to  the  principles  of  republicanism,  that  we  view  with 
indignation  its  desperate  struggles  to  obtain  political  power  by 
a shameless  and  barefaced  course  of  bribery  and  corruption, 
and  that  we  witness  with  alarm  the  attempts  made  by  iu  advo- 
cates to  set  at  defiance  the  reprcsent.atives  of-the  people,  to  veil 
its  transactions  in  secrecy  and  darkness,  and  to  justify  proceed- 
ings which,  should  they  be  upheld,  must  end  in  subjecting  th« 
people  of  the  United  States  to  the  dominion  of  a gigantic  mo- 
neyed monopoly. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  late  protest  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  against  the  extraordinary  and  unpre- 
cedented resolution  of  the  senate,  pronouncing  him  guilty  of  a 
most  flagrant  offence  without  either  hearing  or  trial,  was  a mea- 
sure justified  by  his  personal  right  to  vindicate  his  own  charao 
ter  from  unmerited  reproach,  and  by  his  imperative  official  du- 
ly to  defend  the  executive  branch  of  the  government  while  in 
his  charge,  from  all  intemperate  assaults  nr  unconstitutional  en- 
croachments, and  that  the  senate,  in  passing  such  a resolution, 
violated  the  first  principles  of  ordinary  justice,  and  deliberately 
unfitted  themselves  for  the  proper  discharge  of  those  judicial 
duties,  which,  by  the  constitution,  (if  the  charges  in  their  reso- 
lution were  true),  they  were  bound  to  believe  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives would  soon  invoke  them  to  perform. 

And  be  it  /nrfAer  resoficd.  That  our  senators  in  congress  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  instructed  to  vote  that  the  resolution,  pass- 
ed by  the  senate  on  the  28th  day  of  March  last,  “that  the  presi- 
dent, in  the  late  executive  proceeding  in  relation  to  the  publis 
revenue,  has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both,”  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the  senate. 

And  he  it  further  resolved.  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of 
the  delegation  from  this  state  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  hon.  Samuel  Bell. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  hon.  Samuel  Bell,  since 
his  re-election  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  has  pursued 
a course  in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, that  he  has  long  misrepresented  and  now  misrepresents 
the  opinions  of  a majority  of  his  constituents,  and  that  he  be, 
and  hereby  is  requested  to  resign  his  seat  agreeably  to  the  so- 
lemn pledge  heretofore  made  by  him. 

And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  the  secretary  of  state  be  and 
he  hereby  is  directed  to  furnish  a copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
the  president  and  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
each  of  the  heads  of  departments,  to  the  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  and  to  each  of  our  senators  and  representa- 
tives in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

BUNKER  HILL  MONUMENT  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  associa- 
tion, held  on  the  17th  June,  at  Faneuil  Hall,  the  following 
report,  having  been  read  and  accepted,  was  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

To  the  members  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  association,  at 

their  meeting,  on  the  anniversary  of  June  17,  1834. 

Since  the  hast  anniversary,  the  board  of  directors  have  made 
every  exertion  in  their  power  to  advance  the  purposes  of  the 
association.  The  general  depression,  arising  from  the  state  of 
the  country,  has  been  unfavorable  in  these  exertions — there  is 
little  reason  to  doubt,  that  in  the  ordinary  state  of  prosperity, 
the  full  amount  of  the  subscriptions  desired,  would  have  been 
obtained.  Public  occurrences  have,  however,  had  this  benefi- 
cial effect — they  have  turned  the  attention  of  the  whole  people 
to  the  principles  of  the  American  revolution;  and  in  this  view, 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  holds  a higher  rank,  in  Uie  public 
esteem,  than  ever. 
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The  Massachuaelts  Charitable  Mechanic  association  have 
persevered  ill  their  labors,  and  expect  to  raise  a sufficient  sum 
to  complete  the  inonument,  to  the  elevation  which  the  direc- 
tors have  agreed  on.  The  cost  of  doing  this  has  been  ascertain- 
ed by  an  intelligent  and  careful  coininiltee. 

The  only  obstacle  to  going  on  with  the  work  immediately, 
and  finishing  the  monument  as  soon  as  the  work  can  be  done, 
is  the  debt  incurred  for  buying  the  battle  ground,  in  the  hope, 
that  this  ground  might  be  kept  open  and  sacred  forever.  The 
board  of  directors  have  reluctantly  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  ground  must  be  sold,  reserving  a square  of  four  hundred 
feet,  with  streets  fifty  feet  wide  on  the  sides  thereof.  It  was 
hoped  that  the  land  around  the  square,  and  the  127,000  feet  not 
on  the  square,  divided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars,  would 
sell  for  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Such  sale 
has  not  yet  been  eft’ected,  but  it  is  hoped  it  will  be. 

The  land  is  supposed  to  be  worth  the  money  for  which  it  is 
offered — and  the  interest  upon  that  money,  if  the  power  to  re- 
deem should  arise; — and  if  no  redemption  should  occur,  that  the 
purchasers  would  be  fully  repaid  in  the  land  itself.  There  is 
another  resource: — if  the  monument  be  completed,  the  annual 
visiters  may  be  computed  at  ten  thousand  in  number,  and  if  each 
visiter,  (as  is  customary  elsewhere,  as  to  public  works),  should 
pay  fifty  cents,  the  monument  might  pay  for  the  land. 

On  the  whole,  the  association  and  the  public  may  be  encourag- 
ed that  the  monument  will  be  completed,  that  when  completed, 
it  will  be  an  object  of  such  proud  exultation  to  this  age,  and  to 
the  whole  country,  that  all  who  have  aided  to  raise  it  will  derive 
the  highest  gratification  in  the  reflection  that  the  work  is  done. 

Jt  may  hereafter  be  said  of  this  monument,  with  more  propriety 
and  more  feeling  than  the  Greeks  were  accustomed  to  speak  of 
their  statue  of  Olympian  Jupiter,  that  “to  have  lived,  audio 
have  died,  without  having  seen  it,  teas  to  have  lived  in  vain.’’ 
JOSEPH  T.  BUCKINGHAM, 
WILLIAM  SULLIVAN, 

JOHN  SKINNER, 

EBENEZER  BREED, 

GEORGE  DARRACOTT, 
NATHANIEL  HAMMOND, 
WILLIAM  W.  STONE, 

JOSEPH  JENKINS, 

JOHN  P.  THORNDIKE, 

Executive  committee  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  president  of  this  association,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  thereof,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  em- 
powered to  convey  in  fee  simple  so  much  of  the  land  under  and 
near  the  monument,  on  Bunker  Hill,  in  Charlestown,  as  the 
said  president  and  directors,  or  a majority  of  them,  shall  deem 
expedient — also,  the  said  monument,  to  the  commonwealth  of 
Massacusetts,  or  to  such  corporation,  person  or  persons,  at 
such  time,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  a majority  of 
said  president  and  directors  shall,  in  writing,  approve. 

From  the  Boston  Courier  of  June  18. 

At  the  meeting  yesterday  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument  as- 
sociation. 

George  Darracott,  esq.  of  the  building  committee,  informed 
the  meeting,  that  the  work  of  completing  the  monument  had 
this  day  commenced  at  the  quarry  in  duincy,  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  Mr.  Solomon  Willard;  that  only  seventy-eight 
•tones  were  now  necessary,  together  with  those  already  pre- 
pared, to  raise  the  monument  double  its  present  elevation,  that 
is  to  a height  between  sixty  and  seventy  feet,  and  that  it  was 
expected  so  much  would  be  completed  this  season. 

Mr.  Darracott  also  remarked,  that  for  beauty  of  material,  ac- 
curacy of  architectural  design,  and  excellence  of  workmanship, 
no  work  in  the  world  can  be  considered  superior  to  this  monu- 
ment, so  far  as  it  has  gone  on;  and  that  the  work  has  been  done 
for  less  money,  than  it  could  again  be  done  for,  and  that  no 
icredit  is  due  to  the  suggestion  that  the  work  has  cost  more 
money  than  it  ought  to  have  cost. 

Mr.  Darracott  further  stated,  that  the  doing  of  this  work  so 
well,  and  for  so  little  money,  is  to  be  attributed  almost  exclusi- 
vely to  Mr.  Willard,  who  lias  not  only  devoted  his  time  and 
eminent  ability,  but  has  actually  contributed  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  money  to  building  the  monument. 

FREEMASONS  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 

From  the  Providence  Journal. 

CHARTER  OF  THE  GRAl^D  LODGE  OF  RHODE  ISLAND  SURREN- 
DERED. 

At  a meeting  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  hon- 
orable society  of  free  and  accepted  masons  for  the  state  of 
Rhode  Island,  &c.  holden  at  Mason’s  Hall,  Providence,  March 
17ih,  1834,  the  following  resolutions  and  memorial,  were  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolved,  That  this  grand  lodge  surrender  to  the  general  as- 
•embly  of  this  slate,  at  their  next  May  session,  to  be  holden  at 
Newport,  within  and  for  said  state,  the  charter  of  incorporation 
heretofore  granted  by  said  general  assembly  to  this  grand  lodge. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  memorial  and  act  of  surrender, 
be  signed  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  grand  lodge,  by  the 
grand  master,  deputy  grand  master,  grand  wardens,  grand  trea- 
surer, and  grand  secretary  of  the  same,  and  that  the  corporate 
seal  of  this  grand  lodge,  be  affixed  thereto,  in  testimony  of  the 
assent  of  this  corporation  to  the  afore.said  surrender. 

Attest,  SAMUEL  W.  WHEELER,  grand  gec’ry. 


To  the  honorable  general  a.ssembly  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island 
next  to  be  holden  at  Newport,  within  and  for  said  state,  on 
the  1st  Wednesday  of  May,  1834. 

The  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable  society  of 
free  and  accepted  masons  fur  the  statu  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  respectfully  represent,  that  by  an  act  of 
the  general  assembly,  passed  at  their  May  session,  1613,  a 
charier  of  incorporation  was  granted  to  your  memorialists,  con- 
stituting them  a body  politic  and  corporate,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable 
society  of  free  and  accepted  masons,  for  the  stale  of  Rhode  Is- 
land and  Providence  Plantations, — that  your  memorialists 
have,  from  that  lime  to  the  present,  continued  and  acted  under 
the  authority  granted  them  as  a body  corporate  and  politic,  and 
in  all  things  have  conformed  and  been  obedient  to  the  laws  of 
the  stale,  that  they  now  relinquish  into  the  hands  of  this  gene- 
ral assembly,  the  aforesaid  charter  of  incorporation,  granted  to 
them  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  franchis- 
es thereunto  belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  reserving 
to,  and  claiming  for  themselves  as  individuals,  all  those  rights 
and  privileges  which  belong  in  common  to  every  citizen  in  this 
republic. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  grand  lodge  have  hereunto 
caused  their  corporate  seal  to  be  affixed,  this  30lh  day  of  April, 

A.  D.  1834.  By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  grand  lodge. 

Signed,  JOSEPH  S.  COOKE,  grand  master. 

SYLVESTER  KNIGHT,/). grand  master. 

BARZILLAI  CRANSTON,  l.  s.  G.  S.  warden. 

CYRUS  FISHER,  G.  J.  warden. 

PARDON  CLARKE,  grand  treasurer. 

SAMUEL  W.  WHEELER,  grand  secretary. 

— @ 

THE  MORMONS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Current  information  from  Missouri  confirms  the  apprehen- 
sions entertained  of  the  breaking  out  of  a furious  civil  war 
between  the  Mormons  and  the  residents  of  Jackson  county, 
in  the  stale  of  Missouri.  The  Fayette  Monitor,  of  the  2ist, 
says  “By  our  next  number  we  anticipate  something,  (on  the 
Mormon  controversy),  in  an  authentic  form.  The  people  may 
look  for  the  worst.” 

The  Missouri  Enquirer,  (printed  at  Liberty),  of  the  18th  June, 
says,  that,  on  the  Monday  preceding,  a committee  on  the  part 
of  the  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  and  one  in  behalf  of  the 
Mormon  people,  met  at  Liberty,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  compromising  the  difficulties  which  occurred  in  Jack- 
son  county  last  autumn.  No  compromise  was  effected,  how- 
ever, notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  the  people  of  Clay  coun- 
ty, (in  which  Liberty  is  situated),  a committee  of  whom  were 
appointed  to  act  as  mediators.  On  the  contrary,  the  excite- 
ment among  the  people  was  such,  that  the  conference  was,  in 
consequence  of  it,  obliged  to  be  adjourned.  The  proposition 
made  by  the  people  of  Jackson  county  to  the  Mormons,  who 
were  driven  out  of  the  county  last  autumn,  and  are  about  to 
re  enter  it  with  additional  numbers,  in  arms,  is,  to  buy  all  the 
lands  and  improvements  of  the  Mormons,  at  a valuation  by  dis- 
interested arbitrators,  to  which  valuation  one  hundred  per  cent. 
shall  be  added,  to  be  paid  within  thirty  days  thereafter;  the 
Mormons  thereupon  to  leave  the  county,  and  not  hereafter  to 
attempt  to  enter  it,  individually  or  collectively.  Or,  the  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  county  to  sell  their  lands  to  the  Mormons  on 
exactly  reciprocal  terms.  To  neither  of  these  propositions  were 
the  committee  of  the  Mormons  authorised  to  assent,  nor  does 
there  appear  any  probability  that  either  of  them  will  be  assent- 
ed to.  The  Enquirer,  after  narrating  these  facts,  gives  utter- 
ance to  the  following  melancholy  foreboding:  “It  is  a lamenta- 
ble fact,  that  this  matter  is  about  to  involve  the  whole  upper 
country  in  civil  war  and  bloodshed.  We  cannot,  (if  a compro- 
mise is  not  agreed  to  before  Saturday  next),  tell  hovv  long  it 
will  be  before  we  shall  have  the  painful  task  of  recording  the 
awful  realities  of  an  exterminating  war.”  The  citizens  ofJack- 
son,  it  appears,  though  inferior  in  numbers  to  the  Mormons, 
are  resolved  to  dispute  every  inch  of  ground;  and  the  chair- 
man of  their  committee  declared,  at  the  meeting  in  the  court 
house  of  Clay  county,  appealing  to  heaven  for  the  truth  of  his 
assertion,  that  “they  would  dispute  every  inch  of  ground,  burn 
every  blade  of  grass,  and  suffer  their  bones  to  bleach  on  their 
hills,  rather  than  the  Mormons  should  return  to  Jackson  coun- 
ty.” 

The  following  account  of  a fatal  accident,  which  occurred  on 
the  evening  after  this  conference,  evidently  refers  the  disaster 
to  the  enmity  existing  between  these  exasperated  parties: 

From  the  Missouri  Enquirer  of  June  18. 

Independence,  Mo.  June  \lth,  1834. 
Messrs.  Kelly  ^ Davis:  Having  understood  that  you  have  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  sinking  of  the  ferry  boat  at  Everett’s 
ferry,  on  the  Missouri,  last  evening,  together  with  a statement 
of  the  sufferings  of  those  who  happened  to  be  un  board,  we,  a 
part  of  those  who  escaped,  have  thought  proper,  for  the  correct 
information  of  yourselves  and  others,  to  give  a statement  of  the 
facts  as  they  actually  occurred. 

Eight  of  the  citizens  of  this  county,  a majority  of  whom  was 
a part  of  the  committee  that  waited  on  the  Mormons,  in  your 
town,  on  yesterday,  embarked  on  board  of  the  boat  at  about 
nine  o’clock,  it  being  perfectly  clear,  and  the  moon  shining  as 
bright  as  we  ever  saw  it.  Upon  our  embarking,  the  boat  ap- 
peared to  be  in  as  good  order  as  we  ever  saw  it— the  false  floor 
was  tight  and  good.  After  our  having  left  the  shore  some  two 
hundred  yards,  in  an  instant,  as  it  were,  the  boat  was  fllled 
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Willi  water.  We  are  confident  the  boat  Rtriick  nothing.  Our 
imiiresaions  at  that  time  were,  and  still  are,  that  something  had 
been  done  to  tbe  boat  to  sink  her,  as  it  was  known  that  the 
commiltee  from  this  county  would  cross  at  that  point  last 
night. 

Ttte  names  of  tlie  persons  lost  are — James  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Everett,  David  Linch,  Jefferson  Cary,  and  a Mr.  Bradbu- 
ry— the  two  last  were  the  ferrymen. 

Those  escaping — Smallwood  Noland,  Richard  Fristoe,' Small- 
wood V.  Noland,  Samuel  C.  Owens,  Thomas  Harrington,  and 
u Mr.  Frost— the  last  being  the  third  ferryman.  Those  who  es- 
caped, we  assure  you,  sufiered  much.  Kespeclfully,  your  obe- 
dient servants,  SAMUEL  C.  OWENS, 

S.  V.  NOLAND, 

THOMAS  HARRINGTON. 
— »*»e  ® 

YEAS  AND  NAYS 


Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  shall  be  authorised  to  cause  i?atisfaclion  to  be  entered 
upon  all  judgments  against  such  insolvents  as  have  heretofore 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  relieved  unde.r  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  which  this  act  is  intended  to  revive  And  amend;  or  under 
any  other  and  former  act  of  congress  for  the  relief  of  persons 
imprisoned  for  debts  due  to  the  United  Slatos:  Provided,  the 
district  judge  of  the  district  in  which  such  juilgments  are  on 
the  record,  shall  certify  that  he  is  satisfied  that  the  debtor  id 
possessed  or  entitled  to  no  property  liable  to  be  applied  to  sa- 
tisfaction of  said  judgments,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  go- 
vernment does  not  require  that  such  judgments  should  remain 
unsatisfied.  In  every  case  of  application  for  such  certificate  to 
a judge  at  his  chambers,  ten  days  notice  shall  be  given  to  the 
district  attorney  for  the  district  where  the  application  is  made. 

Approved  June  7,1634. 


On  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Stevenson, 

Mr.  Speight  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  house  be  presented  to  tlie 
iionorable  Jindrew  Sfeecnson,  late  speaker,  for  the  firmness,  dig- 
nity, skill  and  impartiality  vviili  which  he  filled  the  office  of 
speaker,  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Reed  desired  the  yeas  and  nays:  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Adams,  John  J.  Allen,  Win.  Allen, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Boul- 
<lin.  Bunch,  Cage,  Cambreleng,  Carmichael,  Carr,  Casey,  Cha- 
ney, Chinn,  S.  Clark,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Cramer,  Daven- 
port, Day,  Dickerson,  Dickinson,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forrester, 
Fowler,  Win.  K.  Fuller,  Gholson,  Gillet,  Gilmer,  Joseph  Hall, 
Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Harrison,  Hath- 
away, Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Henderson,  Abel  Huntington, 
Inge,N.  Johnson,  Kavanagh,  Kimiard,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Luke 
Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Lyon,  Lytle,  A.  Mann,  J.  Y.  Mason, 
Mo.ses  Mason,  McDuffie,  Mclniire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley, 
MeVean,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker, 
Patton,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  F.  Pierce,  Polk,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Stoddert,  Suther- 
land, VVilliain  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thomson,  Vanderpoel, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  C.  P.  White — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Archer,  Bar- 
ber, Binney,  Burges,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Denny,  Duncan, 
Evans,  E.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Fillmore,  Garland, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  Jas.  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Heister,  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Wm.  Cost  Johnson,  King,  Lewis,  Lin- 
coln, Martindale,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Pinckney, 
Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Selden,  William  B.  .Shepard,  Spangler, 
Steele,  Tweedy,  Vinton,  Watmough,  E.  D.  White,  F.  Wliiiile- 
sey,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Wilde,  Williams — 49. 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

An  act  to  revive  and  amend  “an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors  of  the  United  States,”  passed  on  the  second 
day  ol  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  an  act  in 
addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  an  act  entitled  “an  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,”  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and 
an  act  in  addition  thereto,  passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  Ju- 
ly, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  which  said  acts  expired 
on  the  second  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  four, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  revived,  and  shall  continue  in 
force  for  three  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  wind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  surety,  or  co- 
surety, of  any  debtor  who  is,  or  shall  become,  an  applicant  for 
relief  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  recited  in  the  preceding 
section  of  liiis  act,  shall  be  dead,  the  consent  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentative or  representatives  of  such  deceased  surety  or  co-sure- 
ty, shall  be  received,  and  entitle  the  applicant  to  relief,  in  like 
inamier  as  the  consent  of  a living  surety,  or  co-surety,  would 
do  by  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  four- 
teenth of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- two;  and  if  the 
surety  or  co-surety  of  any  such  debtor  shall  be  absent  in  parts 
unknown,  or  il  the  consent  of  the  legal  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives of  any  deceased  surety,  or  co  surety,  cannot  be  ob- 
tained and  the  property  or  estate  of  any  such  deceased  or  ab- 
sent surety  or  co-snrety,  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt 
due  to  the  United  States,  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  shall 
be  satisfied  by  prttofof  these  facts,  he  shall  be  authorised  in  all 
such  cases,  to  grant  such  relief  or  discharge  as  the  debtor  ap- 
plying for  the  same  may  be  entitled  to,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  acts  which  this  act  is  intended  to  revive  and 
amend,  upon  the  condition  that  such  debtor  shall  not  be  dis- 
charged thereby  from  his  or  her  legal  liability  to  such  absent 
surety  or  co-surety,  or  to  the  estate  of  such  deceased  debtor, 
for  any  part  of  the  debt  due  to  the  United  States  which  may 
thereafter  be  paid  by  or  out  of  the  estate  of  any  such  absent  or 
deceased  surety  or  co  surety. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  discharges  which 
have  heretofore  been  granted  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  any  principal  debtor,  with  the  consent  of  the  legal  n-prcf^en- 
talive  or  representatives  of  any  deceased  surety  or  co-suren  , 
shall  be  as  valid  as  though  such  surety  or  co  surety,  had  been 
alive,  and  his  or  her  consent  obtained,  according  to  the  letter 
of  the  third  sectioti  of  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  eighteen 
tiundred  and  thirty-two. 


An  act  to  enable  the  president  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  government  of  France  in  relation  to  certain  French  sea- 
tnen  killed  or  Wounded  at  Toulon,  and  their  families. 

Whereas  certain  French  seamen  were  unfortunately  killed 
and  others  wounded,  by  firing  a salute  from  the  American  fri- 
gate United  States,  in  the  huibor  of  Toulon,  on  the  first  day  of 
May  last,  and  whereas  it  is  proper  to  manifest  the  sensibility 
with  which  the  disastrous  accident  is  viewed  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Jimerica  in  congress  assembled.  That  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and 
empowered  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  government 
of  France  for  the  payment  of  an  annual  sum  of  twice  the  amount 
receivable  by  the  navy  pensioners  of  the  same  or  a similar  class 
of  the  wounded  who  survive,  and  to  such  relatives  of  those 
who  were  unhappily  killed  as  aforesaid,  as  the  president  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  include  in  this  provision,  which  said  sum 
shall  be  paid  on  the  earliest  day  practicable  after  the  proposed 
arrangement  shall  be  concluded,  and  on  the  same  day  in  each 
year  thereafter  during  the  respective  lives  of  the  persons  to 
whom  granted. 

Sec.  2.  wind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a sum  of  morrey  suf- 
ficient to  enable  the  president  to  carry  the  aforesaid  arrange- 
ment into  effect  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Approved,  June  28th,  1834. 

GOLD  COIN  LAWS. 

An  act  concerning  the  gold  coins  of  the  United  Slates,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Jimerica,  in  congress  assembled,  'J'hat  the  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States  shall  contain  the  following  quantitie* 
of  metal,  that  is  to  say:  each  eagle  shall  contain  two  hundred 
and  thirty-tw’O  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  grains  of  standard  gold;  each  half  eagle,  one  hundred  and 
sixteen  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  nine 
grains  of  standard  gold;  each  quarter  eagle  shall  contain  fifty- 
eight  grains  of  pure  gold,  and  sixty-four  and  a half  grains  of 
standard  gold;  every  such  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  often  dol- 
lars; every  such  half  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  five  dollars* 
and  every  such  quarter  eagle  shall  be  of  the  value  of  two  doL 
lars  and  fifty  cents.  And  the  said  gold  coins  shall  he  received 
in  all  payments  when  of  full  weight,  according  to  their  said  re- 
spective values;  and  when  of  less  than  full  weight,  at  less  va- 
lues, proportioned  to  their  respective  actual  weights. 

Sec.  2.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  standard  gold  or 
silver  deposited  for  coinage  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  July 
next,  shall  be  paid  for  in  coin,  under  the  direction  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  within  five  days  from  the  making  of  such 
deposite,  deducting  from  the  amount  of  said  deposiFe  of  gold 
and  silver  one-h.tlf  of  one  per  centum:  Provided,  That  no  de- 
duction shall  be  made  unless  said  advance  be  required  by  such 
depositor  within  forty  days. 

See.  3.  .dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  gold  coins  of  the 
United  States,  minted  anterior  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  July 
next,  shall  be  receivable  in  all  payments  at  the  rate  of  ninety- 
four  and  eight-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight.  ^ 

Sec.  4.  .dnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  better  to  secure  a 
conformity  of  the  said  gold  coins  to  their  respective  standards 
as  aforesaid,  from  every  separate  mass  of  standard  gold  which 
shall  be  made  into  coins  at  the  said  mint,  there  shall  be  taken 
set  apart  by  the  treasurer  and  re.served  in  his  custody,  a certain 
number  of  pieces,  not  less  than  three;  and  that  once  in  every 
year  the  pieces  so  set  apart  and  reserved  shall  he  assayed  under 
the  inspection  of  the  officers,  and  at  the  lime  and  in  the  manner 
now  provided  by  law;  and  if  it  shall  be  found  that  the  gold  so 
assayed  shall  not  be  inferior  to  the  said  standard  hereinbefore 
declared,  more  than  one  part  in  three  hundred  and  eighty-four 
in  fineness,  and  one  part  in  five  hundred  in  weight,  the  officer 
or  officers  of  the  said  mint  whom  it  may  concern  shall  be  held 
excusable;  but  if  any  greater  inferiority  shall  appear,  it  shall  be 
certified  to  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  he  shall 
so  decide,  the  said  officer  or  officers  shall  be  thereafter  disquali- 
fied to  hold  their  respective  offices:  Provided,  That  if,  in  mak- 
ing any  delivery  of  coin  at  the  mint  in  payment  of  a deposite 
the  weight  thereof  shall  be  found  defective,  the  officer  concern- 
ed shall  be  responsible  to  the  owner  for  the  full  weight  if 
claimed  at  the  lime  of  delivery.  ® ’ 
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Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  farlket  enacted,  Tliat  tliis  act  shall  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  tb^riy  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hueidred  e nd  ihiriy-foiir. 

Passed  the  house  of  r epiesenla’tives,  June  21,  1834. 

Attest:  VV.  S.  FRANKLIN,  der*  Aouse  re/). 

An  act  regulating  ^he  value  of  certain  foreign  gold  coins  within 
the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  Stale  s of  Jimerica,  in  congress  assembled.  That  from  and 
after  the  I'.iirty-first  day  of  July  next,  the  following  gold  coins 
shall  pac-s  current  as  money  within  the  United  States,  and  be 
receivable  in  all  payments,  by  weight,  for  the  payment  of  all 
debts  and  demands,  at  the  rates  following,  that  is  to  say:  the 
gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal  and  Brazil,  of  not  less 
lhan  twenty-two  carats  fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety  four  cents  and 
eight-tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweighi;  the  gold  coins  of 
France,  nine  tenths  fine,  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  cents  and 
one-tenth  of  a cent  per  pennyweighi;  and  the  gold  coins  of 
Spain,  Mexico  and  Colombia,  of  the  fineness  of  twenty  carats 
three  grains  and  seven-sixteenths  of  a grain,  at  the  rate  of  eigh- 
ty-nine cents  and  nine- tenths  of  a cent  per  pennyweight. 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  cause  assays  of  the  aforesaid 
gold  coins,  made  current  by  this  act,  to  be  had  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  at  least  once  in  every  year  and  to  make  re- 
port of  the  result  thereof  to  congress. 

Passed  the  house  of  representatives,  June  21,  1834. 

(Signed)  W.  S.  FRANKLIN,  clerk. 

THE  EXISTING  LAW. 

An  act  regulating  foreign  coins,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  That  from  and 
after  the  1st  day  of  July  next,  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall 
pass  current,  as  money,  within  the  United  States,  and  be  a le- 
gal tender,  for  the  payment  of  all  debts  and  demands,  at  the  se- 
veral and  respective  rates  following,  and  not  otherwise,  viz: 
The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of  their  present 
Elandatd,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  of  the  actual  weight  thereof;  the  gold  coins  of 
France,  Spain  and  the  dominions  of  Spain,  of  their  present 
standard,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  cents  for  every  twenty- 
seven  grains  and  two-fifths  of  a grain,  of  the  actual  weight 
thereof.  Spanish  milled  dollars,  at  tlie  rale  of  one  hundred 
cents  for  each  dollar,  the  actual  weight  whereof  shall  not  be  less 
lhan  seventeen  pennyweights  and  seven  grains;  and  in  propor- 
tion for  the  parts  of  a dollar.  Crowuis  of  France,  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  cents  for  each  crown,  the  actual  weight 
whereof  shall  not  be  less  than  eighteen  pennyweights  and  se- 
venteen grains,  and  in  proportion  for  the  parts  of  a crown.  But 
no  foreign  coin  that  may  have  been,  or  shall  be,  issued  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thou>:and  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-two,  shall  be  a tender,  as  aforesaid,  until  samples 
thereof  shall  have  been  found,  by  assay  at  the  mint  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  be  conformable  to  the  respective  standards  requir- 
ed, and  proclamation  thereof  shall  have  been  made  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  at  the' 
expiration  of  three  years  next  ensuing  the  lime  when  the  coin- 
age of  gold  and  silver,  agreeably  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act 
establishing  a mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United 
States,”  shall  commence  at  the  mint  of  the  U.  States,  (which 
time  shall  be  announced  by  the  proclamation  of  the  president 
of  the  United  Stales),  all  foreign  gold  coins,  and  all  foreigh  sil- 
ver coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  parts  of  such  dol- 
lars) shall  cease  to  be  a legal  tender  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  foreign  gold  and 
silver  coins,  (except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  parts  of  such 
dollars)  which  shall  be  received  in  payment  for  moneys  due  to 
the  United  States,  after  the  said  time  when  the  coining  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  shall  begin  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States, 
Bhall,  previou.sly  to  their  being  issued  in  circulation,  be  coined 
anew,  in  conformity  to  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  establishing  a 
mint  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States.” 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  the  fifty  fifth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  “an 
act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the  collection  of  the  duties 
imposed  by  law  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  imported 
into  the  United  Stales,”  which  ascertains  the  rates  at  which 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  shall  be  received  for  the  duties  and 
fees  to  be  collected  in  virtue  of  the  said  act,  be,  and  .the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  assay,  provided 
to  be  made  by  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  c.^tablishing  a mint,  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States,”  shall  commence,  in 
the  manner  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed,  on  the  second  Mon- 
day of  February,  annually,  any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  Approved,  February  9,  1793. 

■ "H»8  ® - 

MR.  BARRY’S  ADDRESS. 

Address  of  William  T.  Barry,  postmaster  general,  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States. 

Although  the  opponents  of  the  administration  have  made  me 
the  object  of  unexampled  persecution  since  I came  into  office, 

I have  hitherto  remained  silent,  willing  to  submit  to  the  se- 
verest scrutiny  of  my  public  conduct,  confiding  in  the  justice 
and  intelligence  of  the  American  people.  That  confidence  is 


undiminished.  But  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee  of  the  senate  on  post  cdfiees  and  poet  roads  m 
conducting  their  recent  examinations:;  the  personality,  misre- 
presentation and  falsehood,  which  chanu  iei  iie  their  report, 
make  it  my  duty  to  notice  it  in  an  especial  manner;  to  expose 
its  errors — refute  its  falsehoods — and  repel  with  indignation  its 
base  personal  allusions  and  impututions.  Preparaloiy  to  thi«, 
it  will  be  necessary,  for  a profier  underslalidiiig  of  the  subject, 
to  notice  so  much  of  the  p>ost  office  law  as  confers  power  on  the 
postmaster  general  and  defines  his  duties. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1825,  “to  reduce  into 
one  the  several  acts  establishing  and  regulating  the  post  office 
department,”  ordains  that  “the  postmaster  general  shall  estab- 
lish post  offices  and  appoint  postmasters  at  all  such  places  as 
shall  appear  to  him  expedient,  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or 
maybe  established  by  law.”  “lie  shall  provide  for  the  car- 
riage of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or  may  be  established 
by  law,  and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  productiveness 
thereof,  and  other  circumstances,  shall  think  proper.”  “He 
may  direct  the  route  or  road,  where  there  are  more  than  one, 
between  places  designated  by  law  for  a post  road,  which  route 
shall  be  considered  the  post  road.”  “He  shall  pay  all  expenses 
which  may  arise  in  conducting  the  post  office  and  in  the  con- 
veyance of  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary  expenses  arising 
on  the  collection  ofthe  revenue  and  management  of  the  general 
post  office.”  The  fourth  section  of  the  same  law  requires  “that 
the  postmaster  general  shall  cause  a mail  to  be  carried  from  the 
nearest  post  office  on  any  established  post  road,  to  the  court 
house  of  any  county  which  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  estab- 
lished in  any  of  the  states  or  territories  of  the  United  States, 
and  which  is  without  a mail.” 

In  regard  to  the  powers  conferred,  and  the  duties  imposed 
upon  the  postmaster  general  it  will  be  seen  that  this  department 
is  anomalous  from  all  others  in  the  government.  In  every  other 
department,  not  only  the  object  but  the  maximum  of  every 
expenditure  is  defined  by  law,  and  subject  to  an  annual  ap- 
propriation from  the  treasury.  In  this  department,  no  appro- 
priation from  the  treasury  is  made  for  its  general  objects.  It 
rests  upon  its  own  resources  alone.  No  limitation  in  this  re- 
spect is  prescribed  by  law;  but  all  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
postmaster  general.  He  is  bound  to  provide  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail,  and  to  pay  the  expense;  but  the  manner  and  the 
frequency  of  conveying  it,  consequently  the  amount  of  expense 
which  it  may  incur,  are  subject  to  his  discretion  alone.  He  can- 
not draw  money  from  the  treasury  without  appropration  by 
law,  nor  involve  the  responsibility  of  the  treasury  for  any  of  his 
engagements;  but  so  far  as  the  responsibility  of  his  own  de- 
partment will  sustain  him,  he  does  not  transcend  the  power 
vested  in  him  by  law.  If  the  expenses  of  his  department  shall 
any  time  exceed  its  revenues,  and  if  he  shall  anticipate  so  much 
of  its  revenues  as  to  meet  that  excess,  so  long  as  he  does  not  in- 
volve any  responsibility  beyond  that  of  his  own  department, 
he  does  not  violate  the  law.  And  the  power  which  he  exercises 

is,  by  law,  invested  immediately  in  him.  He  is,  like  all  other 
executive  officers,  amenable  to  the  president  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  ofhis  office;  but  the  law  confers  directly  on 
him,  an  independence  of  power  which  is  not  so  fully  recognized 
in  any  other  department  ofthe  government.  The  law,  in  these 
respects,  is  similar  to  what  it  was  from  the  beginning  ofthe  pre- 
sent government.  All  the  authority  of  the  law  is  vested  in  tho 
postmaster  general  alone,  and  he  alone  is  held  responsible  for 
all  the  transactions  of  the  department.  Every  other  depart- 
ment of  the  government  is  organized  with  its  proper  sub-of- 
ficers, appointed  by  the  president  and  senate,  who  superintend 
contracts  or  engagements  which  involve  liabilities,  and  the  ad- 
justment of  accounts  before  their  payment,  and  whose  acts 
have  the  sanction  of  law.  This  department  was  small  in  its 
beginnings,  which  rendered  such  organization  of  little  import- 
ance; but  its  growth,  especially  within  the  last  few  years,  has 
been  beyond  all  anticipation.  The  rapid  improvements  of  our 
country,  the  spreading  t)f  its  population  over  its  widely  extend- 
ed domain,  and  the  increasing  fondness  for  intelligence,  even 
among  the  most  distant  frontier  settlements,  have  called  for  a 
progressive  increase  of  mail  facilities  beyond  all  former  ex- 
ample; and  the  responsibility  of  granting  or  denying  them — is 
in  the  postmaster  general  alone.  To  refuse  them,  would  be 
withholding  from  the  people  a benefit  which  they  conceive  it 
their  right  to  claim,  under  a republic  where  security  depends  on 
popular  intelligence;  to  grant  them,  would  confer  on  the  people 
a benefit  of  incalculable  value,  though  it  might  subject  the 
postmaster  general  to  animadversions  from  those  who  did  not 
themselves  need  them,  or  whose  party  prejudices  were  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  have  stated,  that  the  late  post- 
master general,  in  his  report  of  November  13,  1827,  expresssd 
an  opinion  that  the  department,  by  a vigilant  administration  of 
its  affairs,  would  be  able  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  com- 
munity, ami  in  a few  years  to  pay  into  the  treasury  an  annual 
sum  of  ^500,000;  and  they  add,  “your  committee  entertain  hio 
doubt,  that  had  its  affairs  been  conducted  prudently,  with  a 
view  to  the  public  interest,  the  anticipation  would  at  this  time 
have  been  realized.”  Here,  their  object  evidently  is,  to  charge 
upon  the  mismanagement  of  the  department,  w/ulc  under  my  ad- 
ministration, the  difference  between  the  present  condition  of  its 
finances  and  an  ability  to  pay  $500,000  annually,  into  the  trea- 
sury. This  charge,  the  committee  knew  at  the  time  of  making 

it,  if  it  contained  a shadow  of  truth  or  Justice,  rested  against 
my  predecessor  in  office,  and  not  against  me.  They  had  the  facts 
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in  nvidence  before  them,  tliat  llie  late  postmaster  geuirlal  in  liig  i 
next  report,  dated  November  17,  1828,  showed,  that  instead  of, 
s ivimt  lor  the  treasury  .'§')00, 000  the  expenses  ol  liis  depariment, 
from  the  1st  July,  1827,  to  the  L-jl  July,  1828,  were  upwards  of 
^•25,000,  more  than  all  ils  revenues  for  the  same  period;  and  that 
he  had  entered  into  contracts  to  take  elfeet  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1829,  which  involved  the  department  in  an  expense, 
for  the  period  ol  onlv  six  months  from  the  1st  ot  January  to  the 
1st  Jiilv,  1829,  of  .$M9,778  55  more  than  ail  its  revenues  for  the 
fame  lime;  that  the  expenses  of  the  departnieiii  (or  the  year 
coiiimeiiciiig  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  were  $74,714  15  more  than 
its  revenues;  and  that  this  excess  of  expendiluie,  together  with 
the  losses  sustained,  had  diminished  the  linances  of  the  dejiarl- 
inent  within  one  ye.ar,  to  the  ainounl  of  $101,256  03.  In  this 
stale  of  things,  I had  no  agency.  It  was  produced  before  i 
came  into  oftiee.  The  late  postmaster  general,  in  his  report  of 
November,  1828,  gave  this  reason  for  his  change  of  policy:  “As 
congress  at  their  last  session  declined  making  any  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  deparlmenl,  with  the  expectation, 
ns  w'as  believed,  that  they  should  be  applied  in  diffusing  facili- 
ties llirouehout  the  union,  and  increasing  them  where  requited 
by  the  public  interest,  an  augmentation  to  the  vonveyance  of 
the  mail,  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  two  hun 
dred  and  sixty-four  miles  in  stages,  and  two  lurndred  and  sixty- 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four  miles  on  horseback,  mak- 
ing a total  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty  miles,  has  been  made  the  past  year.”  He 
nlsoadds;  “It  is  believed  to  be  good  policy  to  keep  the  funds  of 
the  deparlinent  actively  em|)loyed,  extending  its  operations 
until  the  reasonable  wants  of  every  communily  shall  be  suppli- 
ed,” This  policy  whether  good  or  had,  it  will  be  seen,  was  in- 
troduced by  my  predecessor.  The  incurring  of  responsibilities 
te  a large  atnount  beyond  the  revenues  of  the  departtnent,  ori- 
ginated with  him,  or  if  before  his  day,  it  was  adopted  by  him  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  administration,  and  the  facts  were  known 
to  the  committee  when  the  majority  of  them  reprobated  the 
measure,  and  by  exhibiting  the  subject  in  a deceptive  light,  en- 
deavored to  cast  the  imputed  odium  on  me. 

In  this  condition  I found  the  department.  Its  responsibilities 
were  involved  for  years  in  prospect,  to  an  amount  of  nearly  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a year  beyond  its  revenues.  The 
late  postmaster  general  expressed  to  me,  in  a letter,  his  views 
of  the  proper  and  successful  mode  of  administering  the  depart 
merit.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  his  letter  to  me,  of  the 
Slst  of  March,  1829: 

“The  expenditures  of  the  department  this  year  will  exceed 
the  receipts,  as  was  the  case  last  year:  but  the  increase  of  re- 
ceipts will  show  the  rapid  advancement  of  the  department.  It 
tvas  deemed  good  policy  to  permit  the  expense  to  go  beyond  the 
receipts,  in  order  that  a part  of  the  surplus  of  former  years 
might  be  absorbed.  It  is  the  true  policy,  to  keep  the  funds 
active,  and  never  suffer  a large  surplus  to  accumulate.  The 
above  remarks  are  made,  because  somo  persons  are  ignorant 
enough  to  suppose  that  the  department  is  sinking,  provided  its 
receipts  do  not  in  the  current  year,  equal  or  exceed  the  expen- 
diture.” 

Acting  on  this  view,  I proceeded.  Relying  upon  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statements  which  the  books  exhibited,  my  annual 
reports  to  the  president  were  based  upon  them.  'I’he  revenues 
increased  beyond  all  former  example,  and  in  a progressive  ratio 
till  within  the  last  year.  My  estimate  for  the  increase,  from  the 
1st  July,  1833,  was  founded  upon  the  increase  of  the  preceding 
year;  but  it  will  fall  short  of  that  estimate  about  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  This  may  be,  in  some  degree,  owing  to  other 
causes;  but  it  is  principally  owing  to  the  extension  of  the  frank- 
ing privilege  to  members  of  congress,  during  the  whole  year; 
which  privilege  was  obtained  by  a clause  introduced  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  general  appropriation  law,  passed  on  the  eve 
of  the  last  session  of  congress,  and  which  secures  the  firivilege 
not  only  to  members  elect,  but  also  to  those  whose,  terms  have 
expired,  for  months  after  they  have  gone  out  of  office.  The 
great  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  among  rnemhers  of  con- 
gress, while  in  session,  is  undeniable,  and  fretm  the  enormous 
amount  of  expenses  for  the  delivery  of  free  letters,  it  is  highly 
jtrobable  that  the  abuse  is  continued  during  the  recess.  The 
exercise  of  this  privilege,  not  only  deprives  the  department  of 
the  postage  on  letters  thus  sent,  but  it  costs  the  de()ariment 
two  cents,  allowed  by  law  to  postmasters,  for  the  delivery  of 
each  free  letter.  It  has  happened  that  a post  office,  w'hich  be- 
fore yielded  a revenue  to  the  department,  of  filiv  oi  sixty  dol- 
lars a year,  has,  since  the  extension  of  this  (trivilege,  cost  the 
department  u|uvards  of  a hundred  dollars  for  the  delivery  of 
free  letters  within  one  quarter;  and  it  would  he  but  a moderate 
calculation  to  estimate  the  loss  to  the  department,  by  its  ex- 
tension, at  .$100,000  a year. 

In  receiving  proposals  for  transporting  the  mail,  it  appears 
always  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the  former  postmaster  ge- 
ncnils,  to  consider  all  propositions  for  improvements  beyond 
what  have  been  called  for  in  the  advertisements,  ;ind  if  ileemed 
more  eligible,  to  accept  them;  or  after  accepting  the  bids,  for 
performing  according  to  advertisement,  to  adopt  the  improved 
bids.  The  benefits  resulting  from  the  custom,  are  often  too 
great  to  be  refused. 

Contracts  are  ordinarily  made  for  a term  offoitr  years.  Dtiring 
their  pendency,  such  changes  lake  place  in  the  country,  espe- 
cially in  the  new  slates,  as  to  render  extensive  alterations  and 
improvements  absolutely  necessary.  Places  unknown  in  the 
beginning,  within  half  that  period  spring  up  into  importance. 


I Other  places,  requiring  but  light  weekly  mails  in  the  beginning, 

, become  so  improved  in  point  of  trade  ami  population,  as  to  re- 
quire frciiiRiil  and  heuvj’  mails.  In  such  cases,  the  origiiuil 
eontiaets  are  made  the  basis  of  allowance  for  the  additional 
SCI  vice,  and  the  improvements  are  made  in  conlurmity  with  the 
earnest  wishes  of  the  people,  expressed  by  their  petitions,  and 
by  the  pressing  impoitiinities  of  members  of  congress.  The  con- 
nexion of  mails  in  their  multitude  of  branches,  is  a matter  of  great 
importance  to  their  harmony;  and  it  frequently  happens,  that  an 
increased  expedition,  or  a change  in  the  times  ofilie  ariival  and 
departure  oldne  mail,  requires  a change  of  schedule  in  twenty 
others;  and  it  will  sometimes  happen  that  some  one  among  the 
number,  in  order  to  keep  a proper  connexion  between  very  im- 
portant mail  routes,  will  be  required  to  run  with  such  increas- 
ed expedition,  and  at  such  limes,  as  will  subject  the  contractor 
to  a great  additional  expense.  The  law  gives  to  the  postmaster 
general  full  power  to  provide  for  such  cases;  and  it  is  a condi- 
tion stipulated  in  all  contracts,  as  w'ell  those  made  by  former 
postmaster  generals,  as  those  of  modern  dale,  that  the  expensea 
incurred  by  such  changes,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the'.depaitment. 

The  correctness  of  the  method  of  keeping  the  accoiitits, 
which  exhibited  the  annual  expense  of  transportation,  I had 
never  suspected.  It  was  natural  to  take  it  for  granted  that  a 
system  which  had  been  adopted  from  the  earliest  exisietice  of 
the  departmctit,  and  had  continued  unchanged  to  the  present 
time,  was  correct.  Had  it  not  proved  defective  the  expenses  of 
the  department  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  absorb  all  ils 
revenues.  The  derangemenl  was  superinduced  by  this  erro- 
neous system,  and  the  consequent  embarrassment  created  the 
necessity  of  resorting  to  temporary  loans.  The  first  loan  was 
obtained  in  anticipation  of  the  revenues  to  be  collected,  before 
a suspicion  existed  of  the  imperfection  of  the  system. 

The  subsequent  loans  were  essential  to  keep  the  mail  in  opo- 
raiion.  'I'hese  loans  were  effected  upon  my  own  application, 
on  the  credit  and  responsibility  of  the  department.  The  au- 
thority vested  in  me  by  the  post  office  law  under  which  I acted, 
was  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  in  a legal  point  of 
view;  and  the  exigences  of  the  case  rendered  it  necessary.  The 
legal  right  of  the  postmaster  general  to  incur  debt  upon  the 
credit  olThe  department,  has  been  denied  by  the  tn.ijority  of  the 
committee.  They  state,  that  “the  postmaster  general  has,  with- 
out warrant  of  law,  borrowed  from  banks  large  sums  of  money, 
on  interest,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  it,”  (the  department.) 
ff'he  po.st  office  department  is  required  to  act  upon  ils  own  re- 
sources; and  these  resources  are,  by  law,  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  postmaster  general,  independent  o(  any  other  department 
of  the  government.  He  is  reiiuiied,  on  these  resources,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  on  all  post  roads  that  are  or 
may  be  established  by  law.  He  is  required,  from  these  re- 
sources, to  pay  all  expenses  which  may  arise  in  conducting  the 
post  office  and  in  conveying  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary 
expenses  arising  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  manage- 
ment of  the  general  post  oiRce.  A law  is  passed  by  congress, 
creating  more  than  15,000  miles  of  new  post  roads.  'I'he  law 
requires  the  postmaster  gener.al  to  qrrovide  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail  upon  these  roads,  and  pay  its  expenses.  He  has 
not  the  money  on  hand  for  doing  it.  The  resources  of  his  de- 
partment are  all  the  means  afforded  him,  and  these  are  at  hia 
entire  disposal.  He  obeys  the  law,  by  anticipating  these  means. 
He  obtains  the  money  by  a loan  upon  the  credit  of  his  depart- 
ment alone.  He  does  not  compromit  the  treasury.  He  pledges 
nothing  hilt  what  the  law  has  placed  at  his  own  disposal;  and 
he  does  this  to  fulfil  the  law.  In  this  case,  what  law  is  violat- 
ed.^ If  this  were  like  other  departments,  dependent  on  the 
treasury,  drawing  its  funds  from  that  source  in  virtue  of  annual 
.apirroprialions  by  law,  it  would  present  a differnit  aspect.  But 
its  means  and  ils  wants  are  within  itself.  It  developes  and  ab- 
sorbs its  own  resources.  It  can  touch  nothing  lint  w’hat  it 
creates;  and  it  is  inde|»endt  nl  in  the  application  of  what  it 
creates,  except  the  restrictions  imposed  by  law.  If  a body  cor- 
porate, a turiifuke  or  canal  company,  obtains  a loan  upon  its 
own  credit,  stipulating  noihing  but  ils  tolls  for  the  redempiion, 
no  law  is  violated,  and  no  exception  is  taken  to  ihe  legality  of  the 
loan.  So,  if  a loan  is  obtained  by  the  postmaster  general,  on 
the  credit  ofthe  revenues  of  the  department,  for  the  fulfilment 
of  the  law',  he  is  performing  a duty  which  the  law  impo.ses  upon 
him.  Such  was  the  case  in  obtaining  these  loans.  As  soon  as 
the  discovery  was  made,  that  the  expen.ses  were  greater  than 
what  the  accounts  had  exhibited,  1 retrenched  the  expenses  by 
curtailing  the  mail  facilities  which  I had  extended  as  far  as  the 
public  convenience  would  admit,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  of  the  loan  have  been  paid.  The  law 
under  which  I acted,  did  not  authorise  me  to  look  to  congres.s, 
nor  to  the  treasury  for  relief;  but  to  depend  upon  the  resources 
of  the  department  alotie.  There  was,  therefore,  no  other  re- 
course but  that  of  retrenchment.  The  facts  are  u'ithin  the 
knnw'ledge  of  congress;  and  if  they  should  prefer  a continuance 
of  all  the  mail  facilities  ii-rw  enjoyed  by  a tempory  restoration 
to  the  dep.-irtincnt  of  a part  of  the  moneys  which  Ihe  de- 
partment has  [laid  into  the  treasury,  they  have  the  (tower  to 
make  the  (trovision;  but  the  department  is  not  warranted  in 
asking  or  relying  upon  such  relief,  its  own  resources  are  ils 
sole  dc|)endence.  Such  further  retrenchment  are  within  the 
power  of  the  [toslrnaster  general  as  will  [tl.ice  the  finances  in  .a 
state  of  perfect  quietude,  and  it  will  he  his  duty  to  make  the 
application. 

The  character  of  the  times  is  understood.  The  bitterness  o* 
party  animosity— the  rancor  of  unrelenting  persecution,  are  a* 
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war  with  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  Ail  this, 
1 have  felt  and  borne  without  a murmur.  In  the  extension  of 
the  mail  facilities,  I have  known  no  person  or  party — I have 
had  no  sectional  prejudices  to  gratify — no  selfish  interest  to  con- 
sult. My  sole  object  has  been,  the  accommodation  of  the  pub- 
lic in  accelerating  the  mail,  extending  the  means  of  intelligence, 
and  the  frequency  of  correspondence,  and  facilitating  the  tra- 
veller in  his  transitions.  But  the  political  spirit  of  the  limes, 
is  without  a parallel  in  our  history.  My  attachment  to  the 
illustrious  patriot  and  hero,  who  presides  over  our  public  coun- 
cils, is  known.  I have  adhered  to  him  in  all  his  measures;  and 
I am  proud  in  the  belief,  that  the  bitterness  against  me  arises 
in  no  small  degree  from  my  devotion  to  him  and  the  principles 
of  his  administration.  The  confidence  which  he  has  ever  re- 
posed in  me,  the  kindness  which  I have  uniformly  experienced 
from  him,  under  all  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  during 
ills  eventful  administration;  our  coincidence  of  sentiment  on  all 
the  leading  principles  of  national  policy,  have  continued  to 
strengthen  that  devotion;  and  while  he  is  made  the  object  of 
the  most  bitter  opprobrium,  I have  no  reason  to  look  for  kind- 
ness or  candor,  from  his  enemies.  But  the  dignified  character 
of  the  senate,  organized  by  the  federal  constitution  to  represent 
the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  might  be  regarded  as  a pledge  for 
the  magnanimity  of  the  committee  emanating  from  that  body. 
The  hope,  however,  which  might  have  been  indulged  from  this 
consideration,  was  but  the  illusion  of  a moment.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  that  committee,  were  of  a character  that  for- 
bade all  expectation  of  candor.  Two  of  them  were  known,  not 
only  as  among  the  violent  opponents  of  the  administration,  but 
especially  as  the  bitter  enemies  of  the  department;  and  the 
other  was  distinguished  for  his  parly  rancor.  One  of  their  first 
actions  was  indicative  of  the  course  which  they  intended  to 
pursue;  it  was  to  call  to  their  aid  Abraham  Bradley  and  doctor 
Phineas  Bradley,  who  were  formerly  the  assistant  postmaster 
generals;  but  who  had  been  dismissed  from  office  by  me,  the 
first  of  whom  had  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  been  in  active 
hostility  to  the  department.  These  men,  ejected  from  the  de- 
partment, and  under  all  the  impassioned  feelings  of  disappoint- 
ment and  revenge,  were  employed  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  books  and  documents  of  the  department, 
and  to  search  out  cause  for  complaint.  Their  long  experience 
in  the  department,  would  enable  them  to  discover  the  smallest 
shadow  of  pretext  for  complaint  if  it  existed;  and  their  hostility 
would  incline  them  to  give  to  it  the  deepest  coloring.  From 
this  step,  it  was  evident,  that  the  object  of  the  majority  was, 
not  a fair  investigation,  but  to  seek  for  a pretext  for  accusation; 
to  obtain  scraps  of  information,  which  they  might  magnify,  and 
distort,  and  bring  forth  an  accusatory  report;  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fair  legislation,  but  for  mere  political  parly  effect.  Such 
a selection  might  justly  have  been  regarded  as  an  insult  offered 
to  the  head  of  the  department;  and  the  privilege  of  their  intro- 
duction into  the  department,  might  properly  have  been  denied. 
The  people  had  given  them  no  authority  to  act;  nor  were  they 
in  any  way  responsible  for  their  conduct.  But  willing  to  open 
the  door  to  the  fullest  investigation,  having  no  disguise,  no  dis- 
position for  concealment,  I furnished  the  committee  with  a 
room  in  my  office,  and  permitted  these  men  to  enter  and  exa- 
mine, in  presence  of  any  member  of  the  committee,  every  book 
or  document  which  they  called  for.  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee assumed  for  these  men  still  higher  ground:  they  made 
the  attempt  to  invest  them  with  authority,  by  plaeing  in  their 
hands,  in  the  absence  of  every  member  of  the  committee,  the 
archives  of  the  department;  thus  constituting  these  Bradleys  an 
inquest  upon  its  proceedings,  to  exercise,  in  fact,  all  the  pow- 
ers of  the  committee.  The  committee  called  before  them  sub- 
ordinate clerks,  from  whom  full  information  could  not  be  ex- 
pected, at  the  same  time  excluding  officers  of  the  department. 
Their  examinations  were  carried  on  in  secret,  and  their  con- 
clusions drawn  from  ex  parte  evidence,  without  being  hinted  to 
those  whose  characters  were  to  be  affected  by  them.  They  ac- 
cused by  implication,  and  endeavored  to  blast  the  reputation  of 
honorable  men,  without  permitting  the  accused  to  face  their 
accusers  or  the  witnesses,  without  giving  them  an  opportunity 
for  defence,  nor  even  informing  them  of  a charge  or  suspicion 
against  them.  They  carried  their  inquiries  into  the  private 
transactions  of  life,  and  into  matters  altogether  unofficial,  af- 
fecting individual  interest  alone.  Upon  rumor  and  hearsay, 
they  summoned  witnesses,  examined  and  cross  examined  them, 
prying  into  private  circumstances,  in  a manner  that  outrages  all 
propriety,  and  puts  honor  to  the  blush;  concealing  their  inqui- 
ries from  their  intended  victim,  lest  all  should  be  satisfactorily 
explained,  they  distorted  plain  unvarnished  transactions,  with 
the  view  of  casting  a shade  upon  private  character.  They  en- 
deavored falsely  to  impeach  the  veracity  of  the  books  and  re- 
cords of  the  department,  by  imputations  of  interlineations, 
figures,  and  marks.  Each  individual  of  them  called  for  docu- 
ments, statements,  and  transcripts,  at  his  pleasure,  sometimes 
through  the  person  whom  they  empIo3-ed  as  their  clerk,  and 
FomeUmes  upon  a subordinate  clerk  of  the  department.  To  all 
their  inquiries  I gave  the  fullest  latitude,  till  I doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  trusting  the  archives  of  the  department  with  the  Brad- 
leys, who  were  undisguised  in  their  hostility,  and  irresponsible 
either  to  the  senate  or  to  the  department.  I therefore  directed 
that  the  books  should  never  be  out  of  the  custody  of  a member 
of  the  committee,  or  of  the  department.  I also  gave  direction 
that  all  orders  from  the  committee,  before  they  could  be  recog- 
nized as  such,  should  come  through  the  proper  channel  to  the 
head  of  the  department.  No  other  restriction  was  laid;  and 


these  directions  were  only  in  reference  to  the  proper  order  to  be 
observed,  and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  limit  the  means,  or  in- 
terrupt the  progress  of  their  inquiries.  When  apprized  of  the 
instruments  which  they  employed,  and  the  course  which  they 
pursued,  1 had  not  reason  to  look  for  candor,  honor,  or  veraci- 
ty, in  their  report.  The  minority  were  disposed  to  act  correct- 
ly, but  they  were  overruled  by  the  majority. 

I shall  now  proceed  to  take  some  notice  of  the  errors  in  their 
report. 

They  state  that  the  chief  clerk  of  the  department  has  estima- 
ted that  the  net  proceeds  of  postage  for  the  quarter  ending  31st 
March,  1833,  [1834],  will  amount  to  $520,000.  The  estimate 
of  the  chief  clerk  was  before  them,  and  states  the  same  to  be 
$500,000.  This  error  which  they  make  of  $20,000,  appears  to 
be  designed  to  magnify  the  amount  of  the  error  which  they  af- 
fect to  have  discovered  in  the  estimate:  as  they  state  that  from 
their  estimate  it  will  not  amount  to  so  much  as  $500,000,  by  a 
considerable  sum.  They  also  state;  “Your  commilleo  have 
ascertained  that  there  was  deposited  in  banks,  for  the  use  of 
the  department,  within  that  quarter,  and  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  April,  $314,704,  which  will  leave  in  the  hands  of  postmas- 
ters, on  that  day,  $205,704,”  and  they  lake  the  sum,  viz. 
205,704,  as  the  amount  due  on  the  1st  April,  1834.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  have  taken  it  for  granted,  that  all  the  collec- 
tions made  of  postmasters  between  the  1st  of  January,  and  the 
1st  of  April,  1834,  were  for  the  postages  received  within  the 
same  period;  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  remote  from 
truth.  It  is  like  a merchant,  who  makes  his  collections  of  hia 
customers  once  in  three  months.  On  the  1st  day  of  January 
he  finds  due  from  them,  on  accounts  prior  to  that  day,  $800,000. 
He  calls  on  them  for  payments;  and  by  the  first  of  April,  he  has 
collected  400,000  dollars.  In  the  mean  time  he  has  sold  goods 
to  the  amount  of  500,000  more.  Then,  according  to  the  calcu- 
lation of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  there  will  be  due  to 
him,  for  the  goods  sold  between  the  1st  of  January  and  the  1st 
April,  but  $100,000,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  amount  of 
800,000  due  to  him  on  the  1st  of  January,  will  have  been  reduc- 
ed to  400,000  dollars,  leaving  the  whole  amount  of  balances 
due  to  him  but  500,000  dollars,  instead  of  900,000.  On  this 
principle,  it  will  be  easy  to  demonstrate  the  insolvency  of  any 
merchant,  or  of  any  department.  They  have  fallen  into  the 
same  error  in  estimating  the  amount  of  balances  due  to  the  de- 
partment for  postages  accruing  prior  to  the  1st  of  January,  1834. 

An  estimate  was  made  by  the  treasurer  and  principle  pay 
clerk,  on  the  11th  of  April,  of  the  amount  of  balances  due  on 
that  day,  for  postages  which  had  accrued  in  all  former  lime,  up 
to  the  31sl  day  of  December  last,  which  might  be  calculated  on 
as  available.  The  data  from  which  they  made  the  estimate, 
are  these:  they  look  up  six  of  the  ledgers  in  which  postmasters 
accounts  are  kept,  ail  for  so  many  different  sections  of  the 
country.  They  opened  each  of  these  books  at  random,  and 
from  the  place  at  which  each  happened  to  open,  they  took  thir- 
ty post  offices,  in  succession,  and  noted  the  balance  of  each  ac- 
count; these  sums  they  added  together,  which  gave  the  amount 
of  balances  due  from  one  hundred  and  eighty  postmasters. 
This  sum  they  divided  by  180,  the  number  of  postmasters,  and 
the  quotient  was  about  twenty-six  dollars,  which  was  the  aver- 
age due  from  each  postmaster.  To  avoid  too  high  an  estimate, 
they  took  twenty-five  doHars  as  the  average  balance  due  from 
each  postmaster;  and  that  sum  multiplied  by  10,400,  which  is  a 
little  less  than  the  whole  number  of  post  offices  in  the  U.  States, 
and  the  product  was  260,000  dollars,  the  amount  of  balances 
due  from  postmasters  then  in  office.  From  postpiasters  who 
had  gone  out  of  office,  it  was  estimated  that  50,000  dollars  were 
due;  but  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  safely,  the  whole  esti- 
mate was  fixed  at  300,000  dollars,  as  the  amount  due  on  the 
11th  of  April,  for  postages  which  had  accrued  in  all  former 
time,  up  to  the  31st  of  December.  But  what  is  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  majority  or  the  committee  in  estimating  the  same? 
In  the  first  place,  they  leave  out,  or  throw  away,  on  the  1st  of 
October,  every  cent  that  was  due  to  the  department  on  that 
day,  though  a quarter  had  just  ended,  and  most  of  its  proceeds, 
as 'well  as  former  balances,  were  due.  They  then  estimate  lha 
net  amount  of  postages  accruing  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the 
31st  December,  to  be  467,449  dollars,  and  from  this  sum  they 
deduct  the  amount  of  collections  made  by  the  department  with- 
in the  same  period,  332,904  dollars,  and  gave  the  remainder  as 
the  whole  amount  due,  for  postages,  which  had  in  all  former 
time,  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1833, 134,545  dollars.  Surely 
a school-boy,  acquainted  with  the  first  rudiments  of  arithmetic, 
would  blush  to  furnish  a calculation  so  ridiculously  absurd. 
The  fact  is,  that  postmasters’  accounts  are  rendered  quarterly, 
according  to  the  calendar  year,  and  most  of  them,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a quarter  owe  the  department  the  whole  of  the 
proceeds  of  their  offices  for  the  preceeding  quarter.  If  any  of 
the  payments  made  within  the  quarter  are  applicable  to  the 
postages  accruing  within  the  same  quarter,  they  only  leave  so 
much  of  the  balances  due  at  the  commencement  of  that  quar- 
ter unliquidated.  The  result,  in  the  aggregate,  is  the  same, 
whether  they  are  applicable  to  the  current  revenue  or  the  for- 
mer balances. 

The  foregoing  is  but  a fair  specimen  of  their  incorrectness  in 
their  whole  report.  They  speak  frequently  of  the  insolvency  of 
the  department.  With  as  much  propriety  might  they,  two  years 
since,  have  pronounced  the  nation  insolvent,  because  its  debt 
was  more  than  the  surplus  money  in  the  treasury.  The  re- 
sources of  the  nation  have  redeemed  the  national  debt,  and 
j the  resources  of  this  department  will  relive  it  from  all  embar- 
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rassment.  They  also  state,  that  “the  postmaster  general  has, 
since  the  commencement  of  this  investigation,  represented  to 
your  committee,  that  aid  from  the  treasury  is  necessary  to  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  department,  and  he 
has  stated  that  $450,000  is  the  smallest  sum  that  will  serve  for 
that  purpose.”  This  allegation  is  utterly  destitute  of  truth. 
The  committee  applied  tome  to  know  what  sum  would  effectu- 
ally relieve  the  department  from  pecuniary  embarrassment;  and 
in  answer  to  that  inquiry  I stated,  that  if,  of  the  moneys  former- 
ly paid  by  this  department  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $450,000 
could  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  department,  it  would  ef- 
fect the  desired  relief;  and  that  without  injury  to  the  success- 
ful operations  of  the  department,  it  could  be  restored  to  the  trea- 
sury, one-third  in  one  year,  one-third  in  two  years,  and  the  re- 
mainder by  the  first  of  March,  1837.  This  statement  was  no 
proposition  of  mine.  It  was  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  which 
emanated  from  the  committee.  I never  stated  that  aid  from 
the  treasury  was  necessary  to  enable  me  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  department.  I never  obtained  a loan  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  the  treasury,  nor  asked  relief  from  that  source.  The  ope- 
rations of  the  department  can  be  carried  on  without  aid  from 
the  treasury.  The  means  are  within  the  control  of  the  post- 
master general.  The  retrenchments  made  in  December  last, 
are  not  greatly  felt  by  the  community,  and  from  the  beginning 
of  the  current  year  the  expenses  of  the  department  are  less  than 
its  revenues.  Another  retrenchment  to  the  same  amount,  will 
still  leave  much  more  extensive  mail  facilities  to  the  country, 
than  it  enjoyed  when  I came  into  the  department,  and  in  a very 
little  time  relieve  it  from  debt,  and  place  a surplus  in  the  hands 
of  the  department. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  further  state,  that  “it  appears 
from  the  first  report  of  the  present  postmaster  general,  made  on 
the  24th  November,  1829,  that  on  the  1st  day  of  July  of  that 
year,  the  whole  amount  due  and  outstanding  in  the  hands  of 
postmasters  and  others,  was  $94,400  21.”  Such  is  not  the  fact. 
The  report  does  not  state  it  to  have  been  the  fact.  There  never 
was  a time  since  the  department  was  but  one-fourth  part  as 
extensive  as  it  is  at  present,  that  on  the  first  day  of  any  quarter 
the  whole  amount  of  outstanding  debts  was  less  than  double 
that  amount.  My  first  report  stated  that,  after  deducting  from 
the  amount  due  from  postmasters  and  others,  on  the  first  of 
July,  1829,  the  expenses  for  transportimi  the  mail,  and  the  inci 
dental  expenses  of  the  department  for  that  quarter  ending  that 
d.ay,  (which  amounted  to  upwards  of  300,000  dollars),  there  re- 
mained a balance  due  from  them  of  $94,400  21.  The  actual 
amount  of  balances  due  from  postmasters  on  the  1st  July,  1829, 
was  not  less  than  $400,000;  and  the  amount  due  to  contractors 
and  others,  for  the  services  of  the  quarter  ending  that  day,  was 
upwards  of  $300,000 — and  my  statement  showed  the  balance 
which  remained,  after  deducting  the  one  from  the  other.  The 
law  prohibits  the  payment  of  contractors  till  their  services  are 
performed.  On  the  first  day  of  July,  1829,  the  whole  amount 
for  transportation  from  April  1,  to  that  day,  was  due,  amounting 
to  more  than  $300,000,  besides  former  balances  and  other  ex- 
penses. If  “the  whole  amount  due  and  outstanding  in  the 
hands  of  postmasters  and  others  on  that  day,  was  hut  $94,400 
21,”  as  the  majority  allege,  the  department  must  have  been  in 
a much  worse  condition  when  1 came  into  it  than  I ever  pre- 
tended, or  than  what  they,  in  another  part  of  their  report,  aver. 
But  their  object  here  is,  to  show  the  pr.acticability  of  collecting 
at  a given  day,  the  outstanding  balances,  in  order  to  discredit 
my  statements,  and  not  to  show  the  low  condition  in  which  my 
predecessor  left  the  department.  But  this  is  in  character  with 
their  other  allegations. 

They  next  attempt,  upon  the  investigation  and  report  of  the 
Bradleys,  to  prove  errors  in  my  statement  of  the  amount  of  an- 
nual transportation.  They  state  that  they  cannot  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  the  report  of  the  Bradleys,  but  they  seem  to  pre- 
sume on  its  correctness,  and  hear  testimony,  upon  its  authority, 
against  the  statements  which  I have  furnished,  though  accom- 
panied with  such  data  as  will  enable  any  person  to  detect  an 
error,  if  an  error  in  them  exists.  A part  of  the  statement  of  the 
Bradleys,  purporting  to  have  discovered  errors  in  the  length  of 
the  mail  roads,  was  too  glaringly  inconsistent  for  even  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  to  introduce  in  their  report;  and  they 
have  omitted  it,  though  confirmed,  as  they  say,  by  the  oath  of 
Dr.  Bradley. 

The  late  postmaster  general  stated  in  his  last  report,  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  that  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mail  was. 

In  stages, 6,4.39,594  miles. 

Ott  horseback, 7,170,445  miles. 

Making  the  total  amount  to  be 13,610,039 

I had  taken  this  as  a basis  on  which  to  determine  the  amount 
of  increase  which  I had  given  to  it.  I have  never  examined  his 
calculations,  but  presume  they  are  correct.  I had  caused  route- 
books  to  be  made,  containing  the  names  of  the  several  post 
offices  on  each  route,  and  their  distances  from  each  other,  shew 
ing  the  length,  and  the  frequency  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  on  each  route.  Where  the  roads  had  not  been  surveyed, 
the  distances  were  taken  from  the  statements  of  postmasters  on 
each  route.  From  these  books,  a statement  was  made  of  the 
length  of  each  route,  the  frequency  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  upon  it,  and  the  number  of  miles  it  was  transported  in  a 
year.  The  sum  of  these  shewed  the  whole  annual  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail,  which  was. 

In  1832, 23,632,330  miles. 

And  in  1833, 06,854,486  miles. 


In  1828,  it  was,  by  the  late  postmaster  gene- 
ral’s report,  but .13,610,039  miles. 

Making  an  increase  from  1828,  to  1833,  of. . .13,244,446  miles. 
The  majority  of  the  committee  state  that  they  had  not  lime 
to  examine  this  document,  though  they  appear  not  to  have 
wanted  time  to  examine  the  statement  of  the  Bradleys,  and  the 
minority  found  time  to  examine  this. 

To  discredit  this  statement,  the  Bradleys  took  the  advertise- 
ments for  proposals  to  carry  the  mail,  the  distances  there  stat- 
ed, and  measured  the  distances  on  the  map  when  not  noted  in 
the  advertisement,  took  the  frequency  of  trips  culled  for  by  the 
advertisements,  and  so  calculated  the  amount  of  annual  trans- 
portation. The  Bradleys  knew,  when  making  this  statement, 
though  certified  by  oath,  that  contracts  were  often  made  for 
carrying  the  mail  more  frequently  on  a route  than  called  for  by 
advertisement,  and  often  for  extending  them  a greater  distance. 
The  committee  also  had  evidence  of  the  same  facts,  and  that  it 
was  done  in  a great  many  instances  by  existing  contracts;  yet 
they  affect  to  give  full  credit  to  the  calculations  of  the  Bradleys, 
upon  these  false  data. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  animadvert  upon  the  contracts 
of  Messrs.  Stockton  & Neil,  observing  that  in  the  report  of  the 
postmaster  general,  furnished  to  congress  during  the  session  of 
183l-’2,  he  quoted  these  contracts  at  a low  rate;  but  that  in  his 
report  of  3d  March,  1834,  he  slated  them  to  be  at  a much  higher 
rate.  The  facts  before  the  committee,  furnished  by  the  records 
of  the  department,  were,  that  the  proposals  of  Messrs.  Stockton 
&.  Neil  contained  two  propositions  distinct  from  each  other:  one 
was,  to  perform  a certain  amount  of  service  for  a certain  sum. 
The  other  was,  to  perform  a much  larger  amount  of  service  for 
a much  greater  sum.  The  proposal  was  accepted  for  the  smal- 
ler sum,  but  with  an  express  condition,  that  if  the  postmaster 
general  should,  at  any  time,  require  of  them  the  service  propos- 
ed in  their  second  proposition,  they  should  perform  it  for  the 
sum  stipulated  in  their  proposals.  The  first  report  of  this  con- 
tract, with  others,  was  made  from  the  book  of  recorded  propo- 
sals, and  contained  the  sum  accejited.  This  was  in  conformity 
with  the  custom  which  had  prevailed  with  my  predecessor. 
After  the  acceptance,  and  after  substituting  the  greater  amount 
of  service,  there  was  a very  pressing  application  made  to  me, 
signed  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ewing,  senator  from  Ohio,  and  many 
others,  members  of  congress,  still  to  increase  the  service  to  that 
extent  which  required  the  greatest  amount  of  additional  com- 
pensation. Agreeably  to  the  earnest  recommendation  of  Mr. 
Ewing  and  others,  it  was  done.  And  now  the  complying  with 
what  Mr.  Ewing  then  so  earnestly  pressed  as  proper  and  right, 
he  reprobates  as  improper  and  wrong.  Whether  he  was  sin- 
cere in  his  advocating  it,  or  in  condemning  it,  1 know  not;  nr 
whether  the  relation  in  which  he  now  stands  to  the  state  of 
Ohio — which  state  was  deeply  interested  in  the  improvement, 
has  so  changed  as  to  have  changed  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  mail  accommodations  to  which  she  is  entitled,  I leave  for 
the  public  and  for  his  constituents  to  decide. 

The  same  remarks  are  made  in  relation  to  the  contracts  of 
James  Reeside,  and  of  Messrs.  Reeside  &.  Slaymaker.  The 
same  facts  are  also  ajtplicable  to  them.  They  made  in  each 
case  two  propositions:  the  smaller  was  first  accepted;  after- 
wards, for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  public,  the  greater 
service  was  required,  and  of  course  the  higher  compensation 
given.  These,  and  other  cases  which  they  state  to  be  similar, 
though  they  have  not  specified  them,  they  reprobate  as  “involv- 
ing almost  every  conceivable  variety  of  abuse.”  On  all  these 
routes,  there  is  now  a greater  amount  of  service  performed  in 
proportion  lo  the  compensation  allowed,  than  under  any  for- 
mer contracts;  and  this  the  committee  knew,  or  had  the  meana 
of  knowing;  and  as  Mr.  Ewing  himself  earnestly  recommended 
the  most  expensive  of  these  improvements,  the  public  w ill  judge 
what  credit  is  due  to  his  decision. 

Their  next  subject  of  animadversion,  is  that  of  a contract 
with  gen.  George  House,  of  Ohio.  Gen.  House  was  a contrac- 
tor for  carrying  the  mail  in  stages  between  Chillicothe  and  Gal- 
lipolis,  on  the  north  west  side  of  the  Ohio  river,  opposite  tho 
mouth  of  the  Kanhawa.  There  was  a stage  route  running  from 
Washington  city,  and  from  Richmond,  Va.  by  Staunton,  along 
by  the  Kanhawa  to  Cailettsburgh  in  Kentucky,  on  the  Ohio 
river.  Highly  respectable  citizens  of  Ohio  desired  that  the  stata 
of  Ohio  should  participate  in  the  advantages  of  this  route,  which 
it  was  represented  could  be  done  by  extending  gen.  House’s 
route  from  Gallipolis  by  steamboat  up  the  Kanhawa  to  Coals- 
mouth,  about  fifty  miles.  This  would  perfect  the  most  direct 
line  from  Richmond,  Charlottesville.  Staunton,  licwisburgb, 
and  other  important  places  in  Virginia,  lo  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment in  Ohio.  It  was  also  represented  that  gen.  House  was 
preparing  a steamboat  for  that  purpose,  and  would  probably 
have  it  in  readiness  to  commence  the  operation  by  the  1st  of 
April,  1831.  He  proposed  to  perform  the  service  lor  $30  a mile. 
This  was  a moderate  compensation.  The  request  to  give  to 
Ohio  the  benefit  of  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  stage  line,  seem- 
ed to  be  reasonable.  The  expense  appeared  inconsiderable, 
compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  object.  Gen.  House  was, 
therefore,  directed  to  extend  his  line  to  Coalsmouth,  and  to  run 
between  that  place  and  Gallipolis  in  steamboats.  This  exten- 
sion superseded  a contract  of  John  Black,  to  carry  the  mail  on 
horseback  between  Gallipolis  and  Coalsmouth,  at  394  dollars  a 
year.  It  was  an  original  stipulation  in  the  contract  w’ith  Mr. 
Black,  that  if  a stage  or  steamboat  should  he  established  on  bis 
route,  the  postmaster  general  should  have  the  right  to  annul  hia 
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contract.  General  House  did  not,  however,  succeed,  during 
ttie  continuance  of  that  contract,  (vvliich  ended  with  the  year 
1831),  in  liis  experiment  for  riiimin!'  steaiiifatats  on  ttie  Kanha- 
wa;  tl)e  mail  was  continued  on  liorsehack — i\lr.  Itlaek  <-ontiiiii' 
cd  to  carry  it — and  m)  more  was  paid  lor  its  tiansporlalion  tlian 
the  ;J;394  sti|)iilated  in  the  contract  wiili  Mr.  Black.  'J'his  plain 
tran.saction  they  have  endeavored  to  distort  into  an  act  ototR 
cial  iniquity,  though  they  confess  that  no  evil  wa.s  done,  nor 
any  other  effect  produced  that)  thatof  iratisferring  the  route  from 
Mr.  Black  to  gen.  House,  who,  they  say,  “is  well  known  as  an 
active  and  influential  political  partisan.”  At  the  remivval  of 
the  Ohio  contracts,  the  route  from  Chiliicothe  to  Gallipolis  was 
accepted  to  A.  L.  Ross,  at  $1,100  a year.  It  was  then  repre- 
sented that  gen.  House  had  asteanihoal  in  a slate  of  forvv.ird- 
riess  for  the  Kanhavva,  and  was  determined  to  make  another 
experiment  to  unite  these  two  lines,  and  the  citizens  were  de- 
sirous that  it  should  b£  done.  That  this  object  might  he  accom- 
plished, or  its  practicability  tested,  Mr.  Ross  voluntarily  relin- 
quished the  route  to  gen.  House.  A contract  was  made  with 
gen.  House  to  carry  the  mail  three  times  a week  in  four  horse 
post  coaches  between  Chiliicothe  and  Galli|)olis,  to  run  throuith 
in  one  day,  instead  of  one  day  and  six  hours;  also  to  carry  the 
mail  three  times  a week  bet.veen  Gallipolis  and  Coalsmoulh, 
(which  had  been  carried  but  twice  a week  under  Mr.  Black’s 
contract),  to  test  the  experiment  of  running  steamboats  on  the 
Kanhavva,  and,  if  found  practicatile,  to  extend  them  to  Kanlia- 
wa  C.  H.  sixty  miles — and  for  the  whole  service  to  receive 
$^,600  a year.  This  sum  is  $1,108  more  than  the  sum  for  which 
Mr.  Ross  proposed  to  carry  the  mail  betVvecn  Chiilicoihe  and 
Gallipolis,  and  the  sum,  $394,  which  had  been  given  under  Mr. 
Black’s  contract  for  carrying  it  but  twice  a week  between  Gal- 
lipolis and  Coalsmouth.  For  this  $1,106,  admitting  that  the 
steamboat  experiment  should  fail,  the  department  would  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  an  increased  expedition  of  half  a day  be- 
tween Chillieotlie  and  Gallipolis;  and  three  trips  a week,  in- 
stead of  two  trips  a week,  between  Gallipolis  and  Coalsmoulh. 
But  if  the  steamboats  should  succeed,  as  was  confidently  ex 
peeled,  the  gain  to  the  department  woirid  have  been  very  con- 
siderable. The  majority  of  the  committee  state,  that  there  is  a 
clear  loss  on  these  routes,  by  giving  them  to  gen.  House,  of 
$1,206  a year.  Their  statement  carries  the  evidence  of  misre- 
presentation upon  its  face.  It  is  tantamount  to  saying,  that 
three  trips  instead  of  two,  and  an  increased  expedition  of  six 
hours  a trip,  are  worth  $100  a year  less  than  nothing. 

On  a contract  made  with  col.  Asahel  Savory,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  Chicago  and  Green  Bay,  estimat- 
ed to  be  2.50  miles,  they  also  animadvert.  The  law  establishing 
this  route  was  passed,  with  about  500  others,  on  the  15th  of 
June,  1832.  The  advertisements  for  proposals  to  transpoii  the 
mail  on  these  routes,  was  prepared  before  the  publication  of  the 
law;  and  for  want  of  the  law  as  it  finally  passed,  some  errors 
were  liable  to  happen  in  the  description  of  routes.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  the  route  was  advertised  to  run  from  Detroit  to 
Green  Bay  instead  of  Chicago  to  Green  Bay.  Several  propo- 
sals, however,  were  received  for  transporting  the  mail  from 
Chicago  to  Green  Bay;  the  lowest  of  which  were  those  of  col. 
Savery,  at  $3,000  a year,  once  in  two  weeks,  or  $3,500  once  a 
week,  and  of  Messrs.  Irwin  and  Arndt,  at  $3,000  a year,  once 
in  two  weeks,  without  specifying  any  sum  for  which  they  would 
perform  the  route  once  a week;  but  if  required  to  run  once  a 
week,  the  service  would  be  double,  and  they  would  have  the 
right  to  require  double  the  amount,  $6,000  a year.  It  was  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  performed  weekly,  and  colonel  Savo- 
ry’s proposal  was  accepted  at  $3,500  a year.  He  afterwards 
stated  that  from  information  received  since  he  had  made  his 
proposition,  he  had  learned  that  the  distance  was  fifty  miles 
more  than  he  had  anticipated,  having  had  no  advertisement  for 
his  guide  as  in  ordinary  ca.ses;  that  the  waters  on  the  route 
were  such  as  would  require  expensive  preparations  for  passing 
them,  the  country  being  unsettled,  and  for  these  reasons  he 
prayed  for  a reconsideration  of  his  accepted  proposals,  and  for 
a further  allowance  of  ten  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  There 
seemed  to  be  reason  and  equity  in  his  request,  and  considering 
that  the  lowest  proposal  otherwise  made  was  by  persons,  one 
of  whom  resided  at  Green  Bay,  and  was  presumed  to  have 
knowledge  of  the  difficulties  and  expense  of  the  route,  was  at 
the  rale  of $6,000  a year  for  a weekly  trip,  it  was  deemed  more 
economical  for  the  department  to  allow  to  col.  Savery  .$4,500  a 
year  than  to  permit  him  to  withdraw;  and  to  subject  the  de- 
partment to  an  annual  expense  of  $1,500  more  than  that  sum 
by  accepting  the  proposal  of  Messrs.  Irwin  and  .^rndt.  A con- 
tract Wits  accordingly  made  with  col.  Savery  at  $4,.500  a year. 
Tlie  contract  was  made  o.n  the  22d  of  February,  18.33,  to  com- 
mence on  the  1st  April  of  that  year.  Dr.  John  T.  Temple  wa.s 
then  a clerk  in  the  general  post  office.  He  had  determined  to 
resign  his  situation,  and  to  remove  to  Chicago.  On  the  last  day 
of  February,  col.  Savery  assigned  this  contract  to  Dr.  Temple, 
who  resigned  his  situation  as  clerk  about  the  same  time.  I 
knew  of  no  good  reason  to  object  to  the  transfer.  Dr.  Temple 
was  a gentleman  of  highly  re.spectable  character,  and  entirely 
worthy  of  the  trust.  He  had  determined  to  resign  his  clerkship 
in  the  department,  and  did  actually  resign,  and  remove  to  Chi- 
cago before  the  commencement  of  the  contract,  f should  not 
permit  a person  while  a clerk  in  the  department  to  hold  a con- 
tract for  transporting  the  mail,  though  the  law  does  not  prohibit 
if,  and  1 am  informed  that  if  has  been  done  in  former  years,  be- 
fore I came  into  the  department;  but  I have  discovered  no  rea- 
son why  a person  should  be  refused  this  riglit  after  leaving  the 


department,  for  no  other  cause  than  his  having  once  been  em- 
(iloyed  in  it  as  ti  clerk.  'I'lie  majority  of  ilic  committee  have  so 
distorted  these  transaction.^,  ns  to  pn  sent  scarcely  a beam  of 
truth.  'rin;y  slate  that  “John  T.  'I'emide  made  out  a hid  iti  the 
name  f)f  Asahel  .Savery.”  'I’he  bid  is  no*  m the  hand  writing 
ol  JJr.  'J’cinple,  nor  docs  his  name  appear  in  the  whole  transac- 
tion till  alter  t.b*;  contract  was  made  with  col.  Savery.  They 
stale  that  “Dr.  Temple,  T,y  :::ea>!s  ol  his  siinaiion  in  the  depart- 
ment, obtained  a contract  giving  him  .$4,500  lor  carrying  the 
mail  2.50  niih  s on  horseback  weekly,  for  wliieh  service,  it  i.s  be- 
lieved, $1 ,500  would  be  a very  large  comiiensalioii.”  tio  far 
from  the  fact  is  the  insinuation  ol  this  coniracl  having  lieeii 
given  to  c(d.  Savery,  for  the  benefit  of  Dr.  'reniple,  that  I did 
not  know,  nor  even  sii.-^pect,  at  the  lime  of  making  it  with  col. 
Savery,  that  Dr.  Tem|)le.  had  ever  thought  of  it.  It  was  made 
with  col.  Savery  in  the  full  expectation  that  he  would  retain  it, 
on  the  sole  principle  that  it  was  the  lowest  offer,  and  under  the 
circumstances,  the  best  contract  on  the  part  of  the  department 
that  could  then  he  m.ide  for  carrying  the  law  of  congress  into 
efi’ecl.  As  to  the  amount  paid,  it  wa.s  lower  than  oiher.s  who 
wanted  the  contract,  and  who  were  aequaiiHed  with  the  coun- 
try through  which  it  passed,  would  undertake  the  service  for; 
and  ii  does  not  appear  to  have  been  considered  by  col.  Savery 
an  (diject  of  sufficient  interest  for  him  to  retain  it. 

I’lie  majority  ol  the  committee  complain  of  the  correction  of 
an  evident  error  in  a proposal  of  James  Reeside,  which  was  ac- 
ce|)ted,  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Hagerstown  and  McCon- 
nellsburgh,  twenty-six  miles.  I'he  propo.-al,  as  accepted,  was 
to  run  four-horse  post  coaches  on  that  line,  three  times  a week 
each  way,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  at  a compensation 
of  forty  dollars  a year.  Mr.  Reeside,  before  he  commenced  the 
service,  sia'ted  that  it  was  a mistake  of  the  clerk  whom  he  bad 
employed  to  copy  his  bid;  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have  pro- 
posed to  run  daily,  for  iourteeii  hundred  dollars  a year.  The 
bid,  as  it  was  received  and  accejited,  carried  upon  its  face  the 
appearance  of  a mistake,  or  at  least  of  somelliing  that  needed 
explanation.  The  proposition  to  perform  the  service  for  ten 
times  that  sum  would  have  been  considered  too  low  to  warrant 
the  expectation  that  the  service  would  be  well  performed,  tm- 
less  itcanie  from  a person  most  favorably  known  to  the  depart- 
ment. The  explanation  was  given  by  him — the  error  corrected 
— and  while  he  performed  the  service  daily,  with  an  increase 
of  distance,  five  miles  each  way,  he  was  allowed  fourteen  hurr- 
dred  dollars;  and  since  the  service  is  reduced  to  three  times  a 
week,  seven  hundred  dollars  a year. 

On  another  route,  between  Baltimore  and  Chambersbugb, 
seventy  seven  miles,  for  which  Mr.  Reeside  is  contractor,  to 
carry  a daily  mail,  his  proposal  contained  two  distinct  proposi- 
tions, one  to  perform  between  certain  hours,  and  within  a given- 
time,  for  $1,900;  the  other  to  give  sucli  increased  expedition  as 
would  gain  an  entire  day  between  Baltimore  and  I’ittsburgh, 
for  $3,495  a year.  The  first  was  accepted;  but  the  expedition 
was  found  to  be  ofsuch  importance  that  the  second  was  adopf- 
ed.  The  majority  of  the  commiuee  state  that  “the  expeditiort' 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  of  any  consiilerahle  value  to  the 
public.”  Whether  it  is  of  any  considerable  value  to  the  public 
to  gain  a day  in  all  intercourse  between  Baltinr-ire  and  Pitts- 
burgh, and  consequently  all  places  north  west  of  Pittsburgh  aniP 
south  of  Baltimore,  the  mercantile  and  trading  part  of  the  com- 
munity can  better  judge.  These  remarks,  relative  to  distinct 
propositions  in  the  same  proposal,  and  the  discretion  of  adopt- 
ing the  one  or  the  other,  as  shall  seem  most  expedient,  are" 
equally  ap()licable,  as  before  remarked,  to  the  other  routes  of 
Mr.  Reeside,  and  also  to  those  of  Johnson,  Hutchins,  Hough,- 
Henry  and  Childs,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  dwell  longer  upon  them.  But  one  other  case  of  Mr. 
Reeside  is  exhibited  by  them  in  so  deceptive  a light,  and  with 
such  gross  misstatements,  that  I catinot  suffer  it  to  pass  unho^ 
ticed. 

Messrs.  Reeside  & Slaymaker  entered  into  contract  to  trans- 
port the  mail  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  daily,  in 
four-horse  post  coaches,  to  run  two  lines  a day;  one  to  go- 
through  in  a few  hours  more  than  two  days;  the  other  in  three 
and  a half  days.  The  object  of  the  two  lines  was,  that  the 
weight  of  the  whole  mail  being  too  great  to  admit  of  its  trans- 
portation with  the  rapidity  required  by  the  shortest  time,  the 
principal  letter  mail  for  Lancaster,  Ilarrisburgh,  Chambers- 
burgh,  Bedford,  Pittsburgh,  and  all  places  west  of  Pittsburgh, 
and  the  same  returning,  might  be  carried  through  with  the 
greatest  possible  rapidity,  that  mail  not  being  over  loaded,  nor 
required  to  stop  at  all  the  way  offices  to  exchange  mails;  but 
that  the  more  tardy  line  might  carry  the  heavy  newspaper  rnailte, 
and  the  letter  mails  for  the  intermediate  offices,  commonly  call- 
ed the  way  mail.  In  this  way  they  began  their  operations  on? 
the  1st  January,  1832,  the  day  when  their  contract  commenced. 

It  was  but  a short  time  before  heavy  complaints  were  made  by 
editors  and  others,  on  account  of  the  delay  of  new.spapers. 
When  information  was  received  by  letter,  or  by  newspapers 
put  up  in  letters,  as  is  customary  with  thfise  who  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  franking,  earlier  than  by  the  regular  newspaper  mail, 
the  contractors  were  accused  of  detaining  the  tnail  on  the  road, 
and  the  deparfmetit  was  censured  for  suffering  them  to  do  so» 
Messrs.  Reeside  & Slaymaker  were  among  the  best  of  contrac- 
tors, and  no  persons  could  be  more  sensitive  than  they,  when 
any  complaints  wore  made  touching  their  character  as  mail 
contractors.  To  allay  these  complaints,  they,  agreeably  to  the 
wishes  of  the  depaifrnent,  undertook,  from  the  1st  of  AprB, 
1832,  to  carry  all  the  newspapers  for  Pittsburgh,  and  places  be- 
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yond  that  point,  in  their  more  rapid  line.  After  three  montlis’ 
trial  they  came  to  V\'aKhim>toii,  and  alleged  that  the  loss  which 
they’ had  sustained  by  carrying  the  great  nevv.-[»aper  mail,  in 
their  more  rapid  line,  was  so  great,  that  it  would  prove  ruinous 
to  continue  it,  unless  they  should  receive  soinetliing  approxi- 
mating to  a remuneration  lor  the  same.  'I'liey  nraed  their  right 
to  reliiiqui.-»li  their  contract,  if  they  were  required  lo  continue  the 
service,  as  it  was  involving  loo  etioriiioiis  an  expense  lo  rmider 
it  practicable,  and  demanding  ol  them  a service  which  their 
contract  did  not  contemplate  nor  require.  This  conversation 
was  verbal,  hut  I told  iheiii  to  reduce  their  slalemeiit  lo  writing, 
and  I would  take  it  into  consideration.  Upon  this,  they  pre- 
sented me  the  following  written  statement: 

“ Washington.  July  12,  1832. 

“Sir:  When  we  entered  into  contract  with  you  to  run  two 
daily  mails  betwecH  I’liiladelphia  and  rutsburgh,  one  with  un- 
exampled rapidity,  and  the  other  in  three  and  a halt  days,  we 
had  no  idea  whatever  of  carrying  the  new.^paper  mail  in  our 
most  rapid  line,  nor  do  we  suppose  it  was  ever  conlemplatrd 
by  the  department.  It  was  our  intention,  and  we  so  exiuesstd 
it  in  all  our  conversations  with  you  and  with  the  superintendent 
of  mail  contracts,  to  carry  the  principal  U tter  mail  only  in  the 
most  rapid  line,  not  believing  it  practicable  to  carry  the  heavy 
load  of  new.spapers  sent  to  the  w’est,  with  sutlicieiit  rapidity  to 
reach  Pittsburgh  in  the  shortest  time  specified.  Indeed,  il  we 
could  have  supposed  that  it  would  ever  become  necessary  to 
carry  the  newspapers  with  that  rapidity,  we  should  not  have 
undertaken  it  for  less  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a year  be- 
yond what  we  now  receive.  Put  experience  soon  taught  us 
that  great  complaints  w'ere  made  against  the,  depaitiiient  and 
ourselves,  when  the  newspapers  were  not  carried  as  soon  as 
the  letters;  and  that  these  complaints  were  not  confined  to 
Pittsburgh,  but  extended  all  over  the  west.  To  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic and  sustain  the  credit  of  both  the  department,  and  ourselves, 
as  its  servants,  we  made  the  experiment  of  trying  to  carry  the 
new'spapers  with  our  most  rapid  line.  We  have  partly  succeed- 
ed; but  with  very  great  loss.  For  three  days  in  the  week,  we 
are  compelled  to  exclude  all  passengers,  to  the  loss  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars  a day.  We  are  willing  to  perform  our 
contract  to  the  full  extent  of  its  meaning;  but  w-e  must  relin- 
quish carrying  the  new'spaper  mails  by  our  most  rapid  line,  un- 
less we  can,  in  part,  be  remunerated  for  it.  If,  however,  the 
postmaster  general  is  willing  to  silence  the  public  clamor,  which 
IS  so  great  when  we  carry  them  in  our  slow  line,  we  will  carry 
all  the  newspaper  mails,  together  with  the  letter  mail,  in  our 
most  rapid  line  to  Pittsburgh  and  Wheeling  in  the  shortest  time 
specified  in  our  contract,  and  so  arrange  the  continuation  of  the 
Baltimore  mail  at  Chambersburgh  with  our  swift  line,  as  to 
carry  the  newspaper  as  well  as  letter  mail,  from  Baltimore  to 
Pittsburgh  in  two  days,  for  the  additional  allow'ance  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  per  year  from  the  first  of  April  last.  The  increased 
expense  to  us  w ill  not  be  less  than  fifteen  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  and  for  our  own  credit  and  the  credit  of  the  department, 
we  will  make  one-third  of  the  sacrifice  and  perform  the  set  vice 
for  ten  thousand  dollars  a year.  We  would  gladly  do  it  for  a 
less  sum  if  we  could  afford  it;  but  we  cannot;  and  at  that  rale 
our  sacrifice  will  be  as  tnuch  as  we  can  bear.  It  w'ould  be 
much  more  gratifying  to  us,  if  the  public  w’ould  be  satisfied 
without  it;  but  they  will  not:  and  our  own  feelings  will  not  suf- 
fer us  to  perform  a service  in  which  w e cannot  give  satisfaction 
to  the  public.  Very  respectfully,  &c. 

JAMES  REESIDE. 

SAMUEL  R.  SLAYMAKER.” 


On  the  presentation  of  the  above  I made  the  allowance.  It 
was  for  a service  which  their  original  contract  did  not  require 
them  to  perform;  and  a service  for  which  the  public  voice  was 
clamorous.  But  what  is  the  language  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  relation  to  this.^  They  say  “but  it  has  not  been 
thought  necessary,  in  all  cases,  to  preserve  even  the  cover  of 
increased  services,  as  an  excuse  for  these  extra  allowances. 
The  ten  thousand  dollars,  yearly  allow'ed  to  Reeside  and  Slay- 
maker,  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh,  is  wholly 
without  this  apolopy”  This  assertion,  with  the  facts  before 
them,  is  what  we  should  not  have  expected  from  a committee 
of  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  13ut  they  proceed  farther; 
and  behind  the  shield  of  official  privilege,  by  misrepresentation 
and  detraction,  they  make  a thrust  at  what  is  of  infinitely  more 
value  than  life  itself,  the  character  of  an  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment and  of  these  two  contractors.  They  state,  “to  give  the 
transaction  its  true  character,  this  ten  thousand  dollars  a year 
was  a gift,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  department,  to  these  con- 
tractors; and  there  are  some  further  circumstances  attending  it, 
which,  on  a most  careful  inquiry  by  your  committee,  are  not 
satisfactorily  explained.”  What  do  they  give  as  the  circum- 
stances attendiiig  it.^  First,  that  the  contractors  had  not  yet 
divided  the  money  among  the  company  of  stockholders  in  the 
stage  lines  by  which  the  mail  was  transported,  but  held  it  to 
meet  debts  of  the  company  for  which  they  were  liable;  and, 
secondly,  that  Mr.  Brown  had  obtained  a loan  on  interest,  fro::: 
these  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  properly  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  They  acknowledge  that  the  testimony  of 
both  Reeside  and  Slaymaker  proves,  that  the  loan  was  on  in- 
terest, for  the  evidence  of  which  they  had  Mr.  Brown’s  accept- 
ance— that  he  had  repaid  a part  of  it  at  the  end  of  one  year, 
and  that  they  held  him  responsible,  and  he  never  disavowed  his 
responsibility  for  the  remainder;  but  to  throw  a shade  upon  the 
transaction,  and  by  inuendo  lo  charge  honorable  men  with  per- 
jury, and  Mr.  Brown  with  corruption,  they  say  that  “this  trans- 


action is  the  more  reasonable  when  taken  in  connexion  with 
another,  testified  lo  by  Edwin  Porter,  which  will  be  found  in 
.'mother  part  of  this  rejiorl.  In  that  ease.  Brown  was,  shortly 
belorc,  and  shortly  alter  this  transaction,  the  lender  of  very 
lariic  sums  of  money  to  Porter  on  interest.” 

VX'lifcii  ilii.s  piirt  of  the  report  was  penned,  as  it  is  understood, 
by  Ewing,  he  had  the  prool  before  bun,  that  Mr.  Brown  never 
loaned  a cent  o(  bis  own  money  lo  Mr.  Porlei — that  Mr.  Brown 
received,  as  agent  from  a gentleinan,  a sum  of  money  to  place 
in  safe  hands  at  inieiesi — ilial  the  gentleman  shortly  alter  died, 
and  that  Mr.  Brown  is  still  acting  as  the  agent  for  liis  widow 
and  orphan  children-  iliai  of  the  money  thus  received,  he  made 
these  loans  to  Mr.  Porter;  but  that  the  money  which  he  borrow- 
ed was  to  purchase  property  for  his  own  benefit,  and  not  as 
agent  for  another;  and  that  be  bonowed  the  money  for  hiiiicelf, 
becau.se  he  wouhl  not,  himself,  be  the  borrower  of  money  pul 
into  his  hands  to  loan  out  as  the  agent  for  another.  IViih  these 
evidences  belore  them,  where  does  the  charge  of  iniquity  lie? 
'I’liey  also  knew  that  the  loan  fiom  Mcs.srs.  Reeside  and  rilay- 
maker  had  no  tonnexioii  w'hatever  w ith  their  extra  allow mice, 
nor  with  any  official  transaction.  It  was  not  made  within  half 
a year  alier  the  allowance  was  made  to  them.  'I'he  fact  is,  itiat 
.Mr.  Brown  had  no  more  agency  in  the  allowance  of  the  ten 
thousand  dollars,  than  Mr.  Ewing  liimsell  had.  Messrs.  Ret  side 
and  Slay  maker  came  themselves  lo  me,  while  I was  confined 
lo  my  house  by  indisposition,  and  pre.sented  their  case,  and  I 
made  the  allowance  as  a matter  of  right,  without  consulting 
Ml.  Brown,  or  knowing  hi.s  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

The  injustice  of  their  remai  ks  on  the  contracts  ol  Mr.  Porter, 
i.s  too  apparent  to  need  much  comnu  nt.  'I'liere  is  tint  one  spe- 
cification contained  in  them,  and  that  is,  that  “the  Ohio  river, 
between  these  points,  (Guyandotte  and  Louisville),  is  not  a 
mail  route  established  by  law;”  they  therefore  condemn  the 
esiablisliment  of  a steamboat  line  between  them  as  unlawful. 
Whether  they  were  themselves  ignorant  of  the  law  under  w hich 
they  presume  to  judge  me,  or  whether  they  intend  wilfully  to 
impose  on  the  cieduliiy  of  others,  1 will  not  say;  but  the  3d 
section  of  the  law'  id'  March  3d,  1823,  is  in  these  words:  “and 
be  it  further  enacted,  'I’lial  all  waters  on  which  steamboats  re- 
gularly p.nss  from  port  to  port,  shall  be  considered  and  establish- 
ed as  post  roads,  subject  to  tlie  provisions  contained  in  the  se- 
veral acts  regulating  the  po.«l  office  establishment.”  No  person 
who  has  ever  been  on  the  Ohio,  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know 
that  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  especially  between  those  two 
points,  are  regularly  traversed  by  steamboats.  Mr.  Ewing  knows 
it,  and  acknowledges  it;  yet  he  denies  that  it  is  a mail  route  by 
law. 

They  also  state,  that  the  route  bctw'ccn  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans  was  not  advertised,  and  conifdain  that  the  law  was 
violated  by  making  this  contract  without  advertiseinonl;  and 
that  the  law  was  violated  by  getting  a steamboat  line  upon  it. 
Though  the  chaige  of  violating  the  law  by  getting  a steamboat 
line  upon  it  is  against  my  firedecessor,  who  first  made  a con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  upon  it  in  steamboats,  it  is  but 
justice  to  him,  for  me,  on  his  behalf,  to  deny  the  charge.  They 
accuse  him  unjustly.  There  is  a special  law  establishing  this 
route,  and  under  this  law  lie  acted  when  he  made  the  contract 
with  Rhodes,  as  I also  did  when  I renewed  the  contract  alter 
Ills  failure.  As  to  the  other  points,  the  route  was  regularly  ad- 
vertised by  me  preparatory  to  mailing  the  contract,  and  taken 
at  25,000  dollars  a year,  for  three  trips  a week;  and  when  trans- 
ferred to  Mr.  Porter,  it  was  so  altered  as  to  run  daily  at  40,000 
dollars  a year— more  than  18,000  a year  less  than  pro  rata. 

I’liey  complain  of  the  extra  services  performed,  and  of  the 
extra  allowances  made  to  William  Smith,  of  Virginia.  When 
making  this  complaint,  they  knew  that  the  extra  services  were 
called  for  by  more  than  a thousand  petitioners,  sustained  by 
the  representatives  in  congress  of  the  sections  of  country 
through  which  the  line  runs,  and  that  the  extra  pay  is  less  in 
proportion  to  the  service  than  that  of  the  original  contract. 

James  F.  Robinson  is  the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail 
daily  in  four  horse  post  coaches  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
Georgetown,  Kentucky.  This  line  forms  a part  of  the  regular 
connexion  between  the  seats  of  governnienl  in  Ohio,  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee.  It  also  connects  the  two  great  mail  lines 
through  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  and  is  an  important  part  of  the 
shortest  and  most  direct  mail  stage  route  betw’een  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  through  Indiana  and  Illinois.  An  increased  ex- 
pedition, and  running  in  the  night  instead  of  the  day,  would 
effect  the  gain  of  an  entire  day  in  these  important  connexions. 
On  this  account,  he  was  directed  to  make  the  change.  A stipu- 
lation in  all  mail  contracts  provides,  that  when  the  postmaster 
•reneral  directs  a change  of  schedule,  or  increase  of  expedition, 
he  shall  defray  the  reasonable  expense  which  such  change  shall 
require.  2Mr.  Robinson  presented  his  claim  for  this  expense, 
and  it  was  not  admitted.  Il  was  then  referred,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, to  experienced  and  honorable  men,  both  named  by  me  for 
arbitration.  Their  award  was  allowed.  The  majority  of  the 
committee  condemn  the  measure.  An  impartial  public  will  re- 
verse their  decision. 

Messrs.  Avery,  Tompkins  and  Salfmarsh,  are  the  contractors 
for  carrying  the  mail  on  several  routes,  among  which  are  the 
routes  cou.-'tilnting  the  main  southern  line,  betw'een  Peters- 
burgh,  Virsinia,  and  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  upwards  of 
two  hundred  miles,  daily,  in  four  horse  post  coaches.  It  is 
well  known  that  stage  proprietors  calculate  upon  passengers 
for  a considerable  proportion  of  the  remuneration  for  their  ex- 
penses. About  ninety  iNiles  of  this  road  are  almost  impassabl® 
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la  the  winter;  and,  very  frequently  does  it  happen,  that  the 
badness  of  the  road,  and  the  expedition  required,  are  such,  es- 
pecially since  the  mails  are  become  so  heavy,  as  often  to  weigh 
more  than  a ton,  that  the  best  of  coaches  are  broken,  and  a 
failure  of  the  mail  is  the  consequence.  To  prevent  these  dis- 
asters, they  were  required  carry  the  mail  in  four  horse  wagons, 

80  as  to  exclude  all  passengers,  and  for  the  accommodation  of 
travellers,  to  run  a tri-weekly  line  of  coaches,  during  three 
months  in  the  year,  for  which  an  additional  allowance  was 
made  of  2,500  dollars.  The  mode  of  conveyance  was  changed 
by  order  of  the  department,  from  what  was  specified  in  their 
contract;  and  the  change  was  such  as  to  require  front  them  the 
full  amount  of  expense  for  horses  and  drivers,  but  to  deprive 
them  of  all  revenue  for  passengers;  or,  if  they  obtained  any 
thing  for  passengers,  it  was  at  the  additional  expense  of  running 
an  extra  line.  Was  it  unreasonable  that  they  should  receive, 
at  least,  a part  of  the  expense  which  the  change  required?  Yet 
the  majority  of  the  committee  call  it  an  “extraordinary  allow- 
ance,” and  condemn  it  as  unwarranted. 

They  condemn  a lawful  and  reasonable  allowance  to  J.  B. 
Bennett,  because,  they  say,  he  became,  after  obtaining  it,  the 
editor  of  a newspaper  friendly  to  the  administration.  Their 
statement  is  destitute  of  the  sNghtest  shadow  of  truth.  Mr.  J. 
B.  Bennett  was  never  known,  either  as  a politician  or  as  an 
editor.  He  never  owned  a printing  establishment,  nor  had  any 
concern  in  a newspaper.  So  far  as  he  or  his  partner  entertain- 
ed political  partialities,  they  were  in  favor  of  the  late  adminis- 
tration, and  opposed  to  the  present.  He  is  now  deceased,  and 
his  brother,  who  was  his  partner,  is  his  successor;  but  what  his 
political  opinions  are  I never  knew  till  informed  of  them  by  a 
recent  communication.  The  report  of  the  honorable  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  Robinson,  has  taken  a fair  and  impartial  view  of 
the  whole  subject  of  the  investigations  of  the  committee;  and 
■when  their  report  shall  be  read,  remarks  from  me  are  scarcely 
necessary. 

The  m.ajority  of  the  committee  make  a comparison  between 
the  amounts  of  expenditure  for  mail  transportation  in  the  state 
of  New  Hampshire  and  In  the  state  of  Vermont,  as  they  appear 
hy  the  official  report  of  February,  1831,  showing  that  there  was 
$15,610  30  more  expended  in  New  Hampshire  than  in  Vermont, 
whilst  there  were  $1,324  more  postage  paid  the  same  i/ear  by 
Vermont  than  by  New  Hampshire.  I’liis  exhibit  is  evidently 
made  with  the  view  of  charging  undue  partiality  to  New  Hamp- 
shire over  Vermont,  in  the  mail  arrangement  for  the  two  states. 

I might  dismiss  the  subject  with  the  remark,  that  whether  it  be 
BO  or  not,  is  a matter  that  cannot  affect  me,  officially,  or  other- 
wise; for  the  mail  arrangement  for  those  states,  for  the  year 
1831,  or  for  any  year  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1833,  was  not  of 
my  devising.  It  was  the  work  of  my  predecessor.  The  con- 
tracts in  the  New  England  states  that  were  in  operation  as  late 
as  the  3lst  December,  1832,  were  let  in  the  fall  of  1828,  and  put 
in  operation  in  January,  1829,  during  the  administration  of  the 
honorable  John  McLean.  Ido  not  believe  that  the  mail  ac- 
commodations to  these  two  states  were  made  under  the  influ- 
ence of  any  improper  preferences  in  favor  of  New  Hampshire. 
It  is  apparent,  that  New  Hampshire,  from  her  position  on  the 
sea  board,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  great  emporium  of  New 
England,  and  of  other  large  commercial  and  manufucturing 
tovvns,  must  require  more  frequent  interchanges  of  the  mail 
than  Vermont;  whilst  the  latter,  from  her  remoteness  of  situa- 
tion from  the  main  points  of  correspondence,  must  necessarily 
pay  the  higher  rates  of  postage,  provided  by  law.  But  if  any 
shall  believe  with  the  committee,  that  judge  McLean’s  arrange- 
ment was  an  exceptionable  one,  it  may  he  gratifying  to  such  to 
he  informed  that  the  evil  complained  of  has  been,  in  a great 
n;easure,  removed  by  the  arrangements  since  adopted,  under 
(the  present  administration  of  the  department.  The  contracts 
now  in  force  in  those  states  were  let  in  the  fall  of  1832,  and 
put  in  operation  in  January,  1833.  A careful  examination  has 
been  made  of  the  amount  of  pay,  and  proportion  of  pay,  for  the 
xoales  and  puHs  of  routes,  in  each  state  respectively,  and  it  is 
found  that  there  is  at  this  time  paid  for  mail  transportation, 

Jn  New  Hampshire, $36,594 

Vermont,..,,.,..,. 31,991 


Difference, $4,603 

The  maiority  of  the  committee  speak  of  what  “the  law  con- 
templatesj”  and  of  a “limit  beyond  which  the  expenditure  is 
not  permitted  to  pass  without  the  consent  of  congress;”  but 
they  do  not  cite,  nor  refer  to  the  law,  because  no  such  law 
exists.  They  accuse  the  postmaster  general  of  not  complying 
with  the  39th  section  of  the  post  office  law,  though  their  own 
printed  documents  show  that  it  has  been  literally  complied  vvi  th 
•very  year  for  the  last  five  years.  They  complain  because  the 
editor  of  a newspaper,  friendly  to  the  administration,  has  what 
is  called  the  newspaper  privilege,  meaning  the  privilege  of  car- 
rying new.-papers  out  of  the  mail,  though  it  is  a privilege  ex- 
nressly  provided  for  by  law,  and  they  knew  that  it  was  also 
enjoyed  and  extensively  practised  by  several  editors  on  their 
own  side  of  the  question.  They  refer  to  a confidential  report  of 
the  postmaster  general  to  the  senate,  in  a manner  calculated  to 
make  the  impression  that  I wish  to  conceal  the  nature  of  the 
expenditures,  when  that  report  was  made  confidential  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  the  senate. 

They  notice  a difference  between  the  sum  of  the  several  con- 
tracts as  stated  in  the  Blue  Book  and  the  sum  given  in  my  an- 
nual report  to  the  president,  amounting  to  4'0,396  dollars  a year. 


They  allege,  that  one  statement  gives  the  annual  stipulated 
prices  for  contracts  in  September  1833,  and  that  it  differs  from 
another  statement  of  the  annual  stipulated  amount  of  contracts 
in  November  1833,  to  the  amount  of  40,396  dollars.  This  differ- 
ence arises  from  the  changes  made  in  contracts  in  the  United 
States,  between  September  and  the  30th  November,  1833,  to- 
gether with  many  other  alterations  and  allowances  which  had 
been  made  prior  to  September,  but  which  had  not  been  entered 
on  the  contracts  when  the  statement  was  made  out  for  the 
Blue  Book. 

And  the  reason  why  an  “answer  to  the  call  of  the  senate  for 
a statement  of  the  sums  paid  for  transportation  and  extra  allow- 
ances omitted  in  the  Blue  Book”  has  not  been  made,  is.  that 
soon  after  that  resolution  was  passed,  it,  together  with  other 
calls  of  a similar  character,  was  superseded  by  the  subsequent 
resolution  of  the  senate  empowering  the  committee  on  post  of- 
fices and  post  roads,  to  make  inquiry  and  investigation  them- 
selves, with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  com- 
mittee omitted,  in  their  investigations  at  the  department,  to  call 
the  attention  of  myself  or  any  other  officer  of  the  department, 
to  the  omissions  in  the  Blue  Book, — no  doubt  because  they  had 
become  aware,  from  what  they  had  ascertained  themselves, 
that  the  items  could  be  satisfactorily  given,  and  any  supposed 
discrepancy  distinctly  explained. 

They  stated  that  the  expenses  of  travelling  agents  for  the  de- 
partment, were  paid  by  the  postmaster  in  New  York,  “and 
then  the  charges  covered  and  concealed  under  the  name  of  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York.’* 
This  allegation  is  entirely  foreign  from  the  truth;  for  there  is 
not  in  the  department  snch  an  account  as  “</re  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  post  office  at  the  city  of  New  York,”  nor  of  any 
other  post  office.  The  account  of  “inetdenfal  expenses”  is  com- 
mon to  the  whole  department,  and  not  proper  to  any  one  post 
office;  and  the  charges  of  which  they  speak  are  all  entered  in 
that  account,  and  a copy  of  that  account  reported  to  the  senate, 
referred  to  the  committee,  and  printed  with  their  report.  They 
had  the  means  of  comparing  it  with  the  entries  in  the  books, 
and  with  the  original  accounts  and  vouchers,  lliey  found 
nothing  wrong,  and  therefore  resorted  to  direct  misstatement, 
without  even  a coloring  of  truth  for  its  mantle.  The  same 
they  have  done  in  their  statement  of  extra  allowances  to  con- 
tractors. In  the  case  of  one  individual,  Mr.  Reeside,  they  have 
stated  his  extra  allowances  to  be  upwards  of  37,000  dollars  a 
year  more  than  what  they  really  are.  This  is  a fair  specimen  of 
the  credit  due  to  their  allegations,  in  relation  to  allowances  as 
well  as  other  matters.  So  in  their  remarks  upon  the  accounts 
of  Messrs.  True  & Greene;  they  allege  that  the  statement  in  the 
Blue  Book  is  incorrect;  and  to  sustain  them  in  the  position, 
they  show  that  their  printing  account  amounted  to  precisely 
what  is  stated  in  the  Blue  Book,  but  that  the  paper  also  was 
purchased  by  the  department,  and  should  therefore  be  counted 
as  a pa'rt  of  the  expense  of  printing.  It  is  the  uniform  custom 
of  the  department,  to  furnish  paper  for  the  printing  of  the 
blanks,  and  to  allow  the  printers  a certain  sum  per  ream  for 
printing  them.  This  was  the  case  with  True  &.  Greene,  and 
with  others  employed  for  that  purpose.  They  purchased  the 
paper  by  direction  of  the  department,  and  charged  the  depart- 
ment with  it  in  their  account.  The  printing  was  a distinct 
charge,  and  the  amount  is  noted  in  the  Blue  Book  as  the  suno 
paid  for  printing.  Their  other  remarks  concerning  printing,  are 
quite  as  foreign  from  candor  and  correctness. 

Their  intermediing  with  private  and  individual  concerns,  and. 
their  attempts,  by  false  coloring,  insinuations,  and  inuendoes, 
to  injure  private  character,  are  unworthy  the  respect  which 
their  official  station  is  calculated  to  give  them.  Their  effort  to 
blast  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Reeside,  has  been  successfully  re- 
pelled by  him,  and  made  to  recoil  upon  the  principle  actor  ii» 
this  disgraceful  attack.  Their  inquisitorial  proceedings  in  re- 
lation to  my  own  private  business — their  personal  insinuations- 
— their  attack  upon  my  private  character — are  the  more  proper 
subjects  of  individual  responsibility;  and  I must  consider  them 
entirely  beneath  any  official  regard  or  public  refutation. 

My  official  acts  belong  to  my  country;  and  whether  their  ten- 
dency has  been  the  promotion  of  the  public  good,  I cheerfully 
submit  to  the  decision  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I make  no  pre- 
tension to  infallability,  but  my  errors,  whatever  they  may  hav® 
been,  have  not  resulted  from  design.  Our  national  domain  is 
extended  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north  to  the  plains  of 
perpetual  foliage  in  the  south;  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the 
east,  to  the  Rocky  mountains  on  the  west.  Clashing  interest 
and  sectional  prejudices  can  be  counteracted  only  by  safe  and 
speedy  intercourse.  Every  improvement  which  tends  to  short- 
en the  time  of  espistolary  correspondence,  and  to  expedite  and 
facilitate  the  traveller  in  his  transitions  from  one  part  of  the 
country  to  another,  is  like  bringing  the  distant  parts  nearer  to- 
gether;' and  while  it  strengthens  the  bonds  of  friendship,  in- 
crease intelligence,  and  affords  convenience  to  the  man  of  busi- 
ness, it  does  more  to  cement  our  union  than  any  other  consi- 
deration of  interest  or  safety.  This  end  I have  kept  constantly 
in  view.  Whether  I have  been  in  any  degree  successful,  the 
public  will  judge.  The  vindictive  course  pursued  by  my  ene- 
mies,—made  so  by  the  rancor  of  party  violence  alone,— the  un- 
just, unlawful,  and  unprincipled  manner  in  which  they  have 
conducted  their  investigations, — has  induced  me  to  address  my- 
self to  the  public,  by  whom  I shall  be  indulged  with  a hearing; 
and  when  the  facts  shall  be  known  and  understood,  to  the  tri- 
bunal of  public  sentiment  I shall  cheerlully  submit. 

W.  T.  BARRY* 
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The  present  sheet  contains  a large  assortment  of  vari- 
ous and  interesting  matter.  To  be  sure,  our  first  pur- 
pose is  to  make  a record  of  public  documents,  and  other 
important  public  proceedings,  but,  now  and  then,  we  are 
much  pleased  in  being  able  to  present  a miscellaneous 
collection  of  articles. 

We  publish  some  more  of  the  laws  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  and  intend,  as  room  can  be  conve- 
niently obtained,  to  insert  all  the  acts  that  are  generally 
interesting.  They  w ill  be  useful  for  common  reference. 

The  act  appropriating  $5,000,  to  make  experimejits  for 
the  safety  of  the  steam  engine,  it  is  thought,  may  embar- 
rass some  of  the  strict  construers  of  the  constitution,  for 
its  principle  would  extend  to  an  appropriation  of  five 
millions — but  we  think  that  there  is  power  in  the  general 
government  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States — if  to  the  making  of  “light  houses  in  the 
skies,”  as  Mr.  7??7c/i/e  had  it,  to  subserve  the  purposes 
of  practical  science,  and  promote  the  public  good. 

We  have  received  and  read,  with  much  interest,  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  presented  to 
the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr.  Everett,  of  Vermont, 
on  the  20th  May  last — to  which  was  attached  two  im- 
portant bills  that  have  since  become  law’s.  The  latter 
are  laid  off  for  our  next  paper,  and  the  report  itself  shall 
be  given  hereafter — for  the  subject  is  one  that  deeply  in- 
terests the  best  feelings  of  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  Mr.  Everett  has  handled  it  in  a masterly  manner. 

We  publish  certain  useful  and  important  tabular  state- 
ments, concerning  the  general  condition  of  the  state 
banks,  compiled  under  the  direction  of  the  clei  k of  the 
house  of  representatives,  from  materials  collected  by  Mr. 
Wilde,  and  published  by  order  of  the  house. 

These  statements  are,  probably,  more  accurate  than  any 
others  that  have  been  yet  laid  be^re  the  public,  but  still 
are  defective,  as  needs  must  be  expected;  and  present 
only  a general  view  of  the  real  condition  ef  the  banks  in 
the  several  states;  but  persons  who  desire  to  understand 
the  subject,  must  closely  examine  the  reported  demands 
against  and  resources  of  the  banks,  and  compare  the  tw’o, 
for  themselves. 

The  aggregates  offer  much  matter  for  serious  reflec- 
tion. It  is  shewn,  among  other  things,  that  (including  the 
new  banks,  tho’  not  carried  out)  credits  to  the  amount  of 
more  thanj^ur  hundred milliojis,  were  maintained,  or  sus- 
tained, by  a specie  capital  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  mil- 
lions. Such  is  credit — 'Such  is  the  currency,  with 
which  unskilful  men  have  violently  Interfered  and  de- 
ranged. Public  confidence  had  expanded  less  than  thirty 
millions  in  specie  or  “specie  funds”  including  that  in 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,"*  into  nearh-  or  about  /fre 
hundred  millions  of  credits,  at  or  in  all  the  banks,  wiiich 
large  sum  w'as  just  as  useful  in  business  operations  as 
though  such  an  amount  of  gold  had  been  deposited  w ith 
us — and,  indeed,  more  useful,  because  more  easily  and 
cheaply  transferred  from  one  person  or  place  to  another 
— and  hence  the  mighty  march  of  this  republic  in  popu- 
lation, wealth  and  power,  through  a successful  indus- 
try, aided  by  roads,  canals,  bridges,  steamboats  and  wa- 
gons, and  thousands  of  applications  of  science  to  the 


*Al  the  triennial  meeting  of  the  stocklmlders  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  held  1st  September,  .18.31,  the  responsibi- 
lities of  tho  bank  to  the  public,  for  capit.'il,  circulation,  de- 
posites,  dividends  unclaimed,  profits  earned,  &c.  &c.  amount- 
ed to  $82,165,578,  and  the  specie  on  hand  to  $1 1,545,116.  The 
responsibilities  of  the  bank  have  been  considerably  reduced, 
and  the  specie  on  hand  increased,  since  then,  but  we  cannot 
just  now  refer  to  a statement  shewing  the  particulars. 

These  things  are  stated  to  shew,  that,  while  the  local  hanks 
had  400  millions  of  responsibilities  based  on  less  than  20  millions 
of  specie,  that  is,  20  to  one — the  rate  of  the  hank  of  the  United 
States  was  only  a little  over  7 to  one — or  as  82  millions  to  11^. 
VoL.  XLVI — SiG.  24. 


common  puritoses  of  man,  in  agriculture*  and  the  art.s, 
and  the  affairs  of  domestic  life.  The  sun  never  shone 
upon  a country  more  prosperous  than  was  our  own,  a little 
while  ago.  >Ve  would  rather  have  diminished,  than  have 
increased,  the  capital  and  credits  of  banks;  but  while 
that^reaf  balance  ~u)heel,  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
had  fair  play,  no  general  or  very  serious  injury  w as  an- 
ticipated. If  paper  money  had  a tendency  to  raise  the 
price  of  commodities,  it  also  advanced  the  price  of  labor, 
by  bringing  it  into  greater  demand;  and  tlms  the  profits 
of  bankers  were  distributed  into  the  families  of  the  la- 
boring poor,  adding  to  their  comfort — the  chief  property 
which  they  had  fin  their  capacity  to  labor J,  leing  pro- 
tected; agriculture,  too,  daily  extended  its  important 
operations,  and  about  ten  thousand  new'  houses  w ere  an- 
nually building  in  our  chief  cities  and  towns,  and  every 
man,  as  it  were,  if  able  and  willing  to  work,  had  em- 
ployment, and  might  eat  the  bread  of  Independence.  So 
“things  were.”  llut  an  “experiment”  is  now  going  on, 
and  its  end  may,  perhaps,  be  partially  calculated  from 
the  fruits  which  it  has  already  ]>roduced  in  suddenly  con- 
tracting the  currency,  and  paralizing  the  business  and  re- 
ducing the  profits  of  the  laboring  classes. 

These  are  mere  hints  on  important  things,  as  to  the 
power  and  effect  of  credit  on  the  prosperity  of  a coun- 
try, and  the  facility  -which  it  affords  to  the  creation  and 
CIRCULATION  OF  REAL  VALUES — 3s  ill  the  following,  for  a 


*A  much  valued  friend  whose  deliberate  opinions  are  always 
entitled  to  high  respect,  and  who  is  also  well  acquainted  with 
the  business  of  agrjcultiire,  as  it  w’as  and  is,  in  reply  to  a ques- 
tion proposed  by  iis,  said,  that  the  labor  of  cultivation,  as  com- 
pared with  its  products  in  the  United  States,  was  reduced  one 
fourth  within  30  or  35  years,  by  more  correct  rotations  of  crops, 
the  use  of  plaster  and  growth  of  clover,  and  the  greatly  improv- 
ed instruments  and  tools  used  by  farmers  to  prepare  their 
grounds  and  secure  theircrops,  or  in  facilities  afforded  in  sending 
to  market.  Now  this  reduced  labor,  is,  in  one  way  or  another, 
no  matter  how,  a clear  gain  to  the  annually  productive  wealth 
of  the  county,  and  is  of  a mighty  amount.  The  same  results 
will  be  found  in  the  examination  of  almost  any  other  branch  of 
the  national  industry— or  rather,  in  most  branches,  at  a much 
higher  rate.  Take  an  example — when  money  was  worth  about 
twice  as  much  as  it  now  is,  (for  money,  like  everything  else,  has 
its  price),  the  cost  of  transportations  from  the  Atlantic  cities 
to  the  western  waters,  and  even  not  very  long  ago,  was  at  the 
rate  of  5 or  6 cents  per  lb.  Now  the  cost  is  | a 1 J cents  per  lb. 
The  difference  is  also  a clear  gain.  But  this  is  not  all.  The 
journey  from  Baltimore  to  New  York,  for  another  example,  is 
often  made  in  less  than  one  day,  or  24  hours,  and  without  fa- 
tigue— it  required  from  3 to  4 days,  with  much  fatigue;  and  the 
difference  in  the  expenditure  of  time  and  strength  passes  into 
the  general  profits  that  are  added  to  the  nation’s  capital— for 
“time  is  money,”  and  the  ability  to  labor,  or  do  business,  is  also 
“money.” 

Suppose  another  case.  The  exchanges  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  offices,  with  each  other,  or  other  distant 
banks  or  places,  amount  to  about  250  millions  a year,  the  ave- 
rage expense  of  which  is  less  (to  the  publicl,  than  one-tenth  of 

one  per  cent. but  say  250,000  dollars.  The  average  distance 

of  the  places  .at  which  such  exchanges  are  consummated,  may 
be  some  where  between  300  and  500  miles — stiy  300.  If  the 
same  amount  of  business  was  to  be  done  by  specie,  whether 
gold  or  silver,  the  cost  and  risk  of  the  transportations  would 
certainly  exceed  per  cent,  and  amount  to  fire  millions  of 
dollars.  Now,  the  4,7.50,000  dollars  saved  in  the  manner  stated, 
and  in  the  facts  proposed,  is  as-  much  added  to  the  public, 
wealth  as  though  so  large  an  amount  in  gold  was  digged  out  of 
the  bowel.s  of  the  earth— for  the  labor  and  tine  expended  in 
such  transportations  arc  devoted  to  other  purposes,  and  made 
productive,  instead  of  being  only  useful,  as  if  so  expended  such 
labor  and  time  would  be.  Production,  only,  increases  values. 
Thus — if  it  required  a certain  number  of  men  and  horses  to 
transport  a certain  weight  in  silver  a given  distance  to  pay  a 
debt,  which  might  just  as  well  be  paid  by  a draught  costing 
only  25  cents,  perhaps,  for  postage — and  the  labor  of  such  men 
and  horses  was  appropriated  to  the  making  of  corn  or  coUon,  an 
increased  value  must  fidlow  it — but  the  transport  of  the  silver, 
in  this  instance,  added  nothing  to  its  general  value:  yet  if  silver 
were  a native  production,  the  transport  may  as  well  enter  into 
its  value  as  the  cost  of  digging  it — for  silver,  just  the  same  as 
dour,  must  be  carried  to  its  market. 
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single  instance  out  of  a thousand:  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road  has  reduced  the  cost  of  transporting  a bar- 
rel of  flour  to  market,  say  5U  cents;  here  is  a substantial 
benefit  either  to  the  growers  of  w lieat  or  consumers  ot 
flour,  or  is  divided  between  tiiem — and  the  laboi*  that 
was  formerly  expended  in  the  transportation  of  lids  flour 
si  now  applied  to  making  more  wheat — and  so  there  is  a 
-dear  gain:  but  whether  the  rail  road  was  made  by  the 
expenditure  of  gold,  or  use  ot  credit,  has  no  sortof  eftlct 
on  the  benefits  conferred  by  it.  The  only  thing  to  be 
coiisidered  is,  whether  the  gold  or  the  credit  was  right- 
fully, and  prudently,  and  honestly  used.  Credit  may  run 
wild,  and  sometimes  does — and  should  always  be  care- 
fully watched:  but,  being  established,  it  should  be  med- 
dled with  only  after  the  most  deliberate  and  cool  obser- 
vation of  its  actual  condition;  and  sudden  appreciations 
or  depreciations  of  the  value  ol  money  should  ahuays  be 
avoided,  if  possible:  Either  may  be  used  to  advance  the 

interests  of  designing  and  dishonest  men — but  the  public 
suffers  by  either,  and  especially  the  working  people. 

Money,  to  those  who  need  it,  and  have  the  courage 
and  credit  to  borrow  it,  is  becoming  more  plentiful 
than  it  was — and  chiefly  for  the  strong,  but  melancholy, 
reason,  that  most  persons  have  restrained  their  expen- 
ditures, and  that  new  enteri)rises  are  entered  upon  slowly, 
and  with  the  greatest  caution.  Hence  we  use  the  word 
“courage’’ — ^and  most  persons  now,  before  they  sign  a 
note,  closely  calculate  the  fact  that  it  will  run  to  its  ma- 
turity! On  this  account,  we  understand  that  the  banks 
are  not  much  over-burthened  with  otteringsof  such  paper 
as  they  are  willing  to  accept.  But  money  has  a sluggish 
circulation,  unless  in  borrowings  to  pay  borrowed  mo- 
ney, or  to  meet  old  and  imperative  engagements,  and  the 
usual  remittances,  or  ordinary  collections,  are  exceed- 
ingly diminished,  as  well  as  the  general  amount  of  sales 
for  cash,  or  on  credit.  An  unpleasant  economy  has  been 
forced  on  the  people — and  the  wages  of  the  laboring 
classes,  if  not  diminished,  are  less  promptly  paid  than 
heretofore,  and  many  are  totally  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. All  these  things  have  a direct  tendency  to  make 
money  plenty  in  the  banks,  though  scarce  with  the  pub- 
lic; and  the  progress  of  improvement  is  retarded,  and 
advances  in  wealth  obstructed,  in  a very  serious  manner 
— for  it  is  on  an  excited  industry  that  these  depend. 

To  present  one  example  of  what  is  just  suggested,  it 
may  be  safely  said,  we  think,  that  at  least  500, OuO  dol- 
lars more  were  expended  on  new  buildings,  in  Balti- 
more and  its  vicinity,  last  year,  than  will  be  expended 
in  the  present  year.  This  w hole  value  is  not  lost  to  the 
public,  for  some  of  the  working  people  are  engaged  in 
other  pursuits — but  a large  part  of  the  sum  is  lost,  and 
forever,  for  lost  time  cannot  be  regained.  And  such  is  the 
general  stagnation  of  business,  that  the  people,  in  general, 
whether  of  the  laboring  or  dealing  classes,  would  be 
quite  content  to  end  the  present  year  in  as  good  circum- 
stances as  they  commenced  it,  suffering  a loss  of  those 
profits  which  their  industry  ought  to  have  enabled  them 
to  set  aside,  or  use,  for  the  making  of  other  pi-ofits  on 
increased  capitals  employed.  But  it  may  be  said  that  we 
over-built,  last  year — that  did  not  appear  in  the  fact  that 
every  new  house  was  swiftly  occupied;  but  now  a good 
many  are  empty,  and  persons  are  seeking  reduced  rents, 
at  the  cost  of  some  conveniences  which  they  have  here- 
tofore enjoyed.  All  such  things  lessen  the  demand  for 
money,  at  the  banks — -but  render  money  more  scarce 
among  the  productive  people. 

The  Pennsylvania  state  loan  of  1,665,000  dollars,  has 
been  taken  at  $5  03  premium  on  every  100  dollars.  The 
loan  of  last  year  sold  for  13  dollars  premium,  if  we  re- 
collect rightly.  But  the  late  sale  of  the  loan,  even  at 
the  reduced  premium,  shews  that  the  banks  and  money- 
ed individuals  are  again  able  to  lend.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States  too,  (as  will  be  seen  by  an  interesting  cor- 
respondence inserted  in  a subsequent  page),  having  se- 
cured a lofty  position,  and  being  able,  seems  also  wil- 
ling, to  use  its  means  for  the  public  relief. 

We  have  prepared,  and  expect  to  publish  in  our  next 
paper,  a condensed  and  comparative  statement  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
yearsending  SOth  September,  1831,  1832  and  1833.  It 


will  be  of  much  present  usefulness,  and  of  unusual  inter- 
est, when  the  tables  fur  1834  shall  be  published. 

For  some  time  past,  New  York  has  been  the  seat  of  a 
few  persons  calling  ihemselves  “i  bolitionists,”  who  con- 
tend for  the  immediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and 
affect  to  desire  an  amalgainatiou  bet\neu  the  whites  and 
blacks,  &c.  'I'hey  are  also  bitterly  opp(»sed  to  the  colo- 
nization j)roject,  and  have  done  all  that  they  could  to 
bring  it  into  disrepute,  especially  with  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  w as  chiefly  designed — the  free  people  of  color. 
And  as,  like  other  enthusiasts,  the  abolitionists  curried 
every  tiling  into  extremes,  they  brought  about  several 
agitations  in  the  city,  and  caused  a good  deal  of  ill-blood 
to  be  engendered — their  zeal  and  temerity  standing  in 
the  place  of  numbers,  and  some  unpleasant  discussions 
took  i)lace.  It  is  difficult  enough  to  keep  the  ignorant 
and  easily  excited  colored  pojjulation  in  due  bounds — but 
every  violent  movement  made  in  their  behalf  has  an  in- 
evitable tendency^  to  injure  them.  They  are  an  unhappy 
class  of  men,  and  no  rational  hope  can  be  entertained  that 
their  condition  may  be  substantially  improved  in  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  prejudice  that  prevails 
against  their  color.  They  cannot  throw  off’  their  caste. 
VVhy  then  rouse  them  into  discontents!  Why  stand  so 
exceedingly  opposed  to  the  colonization  project,  which 
has  for  its  object  an  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  those 
who  embi  ace  it — and  affords  oppoi  tunities  for  some  to 
obtain  rank  in  society  as  intelligent  lieemen,  which  is 
unattainable  with  us?  We  see  tio  sort  of  reason  why 
these  proceedings  should  have  been  had  in  New  York, 
which  is  not  a slave-holding  state — nor  any  possible  good 
to  result  from  the  acts  of  the  abolitionists,  but  much  of 
evil. 

The  discussion  just  referred  to  prepared  the  way  for 
the  unhappy  and  disgraceful  events  that  happened  last 
week,  a detailed  account  of  which  will  be  found  record- 
ed in  subsequent  pages.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a 
series  of  wild  riots — that  the  great  city  of  New  Y’^ork 
was  under  the  dominion  of  a mob — that  houses  were  at- 
tache*! and  property  destroyed  at  will,  and  that  a resort 
was  had  to  military  force  to  support  the  law.  The  folly 
of  the  fanatics  affords  no  excuse  for  these  things,  and  the 
attacks  made  on  some  of  the  people  of  color,  and  upon 
their  churches,  were  highly  reprehensible.  Order  has 
been  restored,  however,  and  we  hope  that  the  public 
peace  will  not  be  again  disturbed.  But  those  who  excite 
the  public  feeling,  or  in  any  wise  cause  gatherings  of 
mobs,  ought  to  recollect  that  it  is  much  easier  to  ]U'oduce 
than  to  guide  or  subdue  the  po])ular  frenzy,  which  has 
but  little  discretion,*  and  is  influenced  chiefly  by  the 
presence  of  a power  able  and  w illing  to  punish  offences 
against  the  law. 

We  meet  with  the  following  in  the  papers,  as  copied 
from  the  Boston  “Liberator,”  a paper  that  we  do  not 
see.  It  is  added  that  the  editor  vouclies  for  the  character 
of  the  advertiser,  and  certifies  that  he  is  serious  in  his 
proposals,  and  is  actuated  by  disinterested  and  generous 
motives: 

A friend  of  equal  riahts,  is  convinced  that  our  colored  brethren 
and  sisters  are  entitled  to  all  the  riirhls  and  privileges  whicli  are 
claimed  by  the  whiles;  that  prejudice  against  color  is  extreme- 
ly absurd;  and  that  as  long  as  this  prejudice  exists,  its  victims 
w'ill  feel  the  yoke  of  oppression  crusliing  them  to  the  earth.  He 
takes  the  liberiy  also  to  state,  (being  himself  what  is  termed  a 
while  man),  should  he  meet  with  a suitable  opportunity,  he  is 
convinced,  that  it  would  be  his  duty,  as  it  is  his  determiniition 
to  bear  testimony  against  this  prejudice  by  marrying  a colored 
woman!!! 

Information  would  be  thankfully  received  of  any  young,  re- 
spectable and  intelligent  colored  woman,  (entirely  or  chiefly  of 
African  descent),  who  would  be  willing  to  endure  the  insults 
and  reproaches  that  would  be  heaped  upon  her  for  being  the 
partner  of  a white  man;  and  who  is  either  in  low  circumstances 
or  would  be  willing  to  cede  all  she  has  or  may  have  of  this 

*The  following,  however,  is  an  evidence  of  discretion  that 
we  feel  much  fileasure  in  recording — 

The  mob  that  attacked  the  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  on 
Wednesday  night,  were  for  a moment  arrested  in  their  work  of 
destruction  upon  the  furniture  by  the  discovery,  that  they  were 
about  committing  to  the  flames  the  “likeness  of  Washington.” 
A general  cry  was  sent  forth — “it  is  Washington — in  the  name 
of  God  don’t  burn  Washington.”  The  painting  was  thereupon 
borne  off  in  triumph  by  the  populace,  and  safely  fleposited  in  a 
neighboring  hoase.  [JV.  Y.  Commercial. 
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World’s  goods,  to  the  American  Anti-Slavery  society,  that  the 
mouths  of  gain  saytrs  may  be  stopped.  Inloriiiatioii  sent  by 
letter  (post  paid)  to  E.  K.  West  Chester,  Penn,  will  meet  with 
due  atleiition. 

We  wish  that  tlie  gentleman  may  soon  get  a wife — in 
a/Z  respects  answering  his  wislies,  anti  that  we  may  have 
the  honor  of  annoniicing  his  marriage.  Persons  so  chi- 
valric  ought  not  to  be  thwarted  in  tlieir  desires! 

On  the  subject  of  colored  persons  we  meet  w ilh  the 
following  paiagraph,  from  another  jtaper — 

The  flee  colored  emigrants  from  the  United  Stales,  who  have 
e.stublished  a colony  at  Wilberforce,  Upper  Canada,  have  pub- 
lished an  invitation  lor  oilier  similar  persons  to  join  them- — 
Tliey  represent  that  their  location  is  healthy  and  pleasant;  that 
the  land  is  cheap  and  good;  that  maiiiilacliires  are  advancing; 
and  that  the  means  of obiamiiig  are  great.  They  invite  parents 
to  send  their  children  there  lor  tuition,  ^U2gesllng  tliat  hoard, 
washing,  mending  and  schooling  can  be  had  for  §1  50  per  week. 

There  is  much  feeling  on  account  of  the  mutilation  of 
the  figure-head  of  the  frigate  Constitution,  and  w e fear 
that  it  may  be  turned  into  an  important  />«Z»//c  concern, 
(though  probably  tlie  uncouiiselled  and  unassisted  act  of  a 
solitary  individual,  yet  unknown),  through  the  indiscre- 
tion of  political  parties!!!  One  of  these  laughs  immo- 
derately at  the  proceeding,  and  the  other  is  immodei  ate- 
ly  angry  about  it;  and  some  are  craw  ling  enough  to  com- 
pare it  with  the  personal  attack  that  was  made  on  the 
president,  by  ex-lieutenant  Randolph^  of  the  navy.  If 
these  had  lived  in  the  days  of  7VZ/,  they  would  have 
found  no  difficulty  in  bowing  to  the  cap  of  Gessltr,  in  the 
market  place,  or  in  bumping  their  heads  nine  times  on 
the  ground,  if  required.  Tliere  is  no  relation  between 
the  two  cases;  and  thousands  w ho  would  defend  the  per- 
son of  the  president  at  the  risk  of  their  ow  n lives,  see 
no  great  harm  in  saw  ing  olf  the  head  of  a wooden  image. 

We  think  that  the  placing  of  the  figure  of  the  president 
on  the  stem  of  the  frigate,  w as  decidedly  wrong — for  rea- 
sons heretofore  assigned;  and  we  also  think  that  the  mu- 
tilation of  the  figure  w as  wrong,  being  an  offence  against 
law'.  But  do  not  suppose  tliat'the  latter  hurt  the  presi- 
dent rniich!  We  have,  ourselves,  in  high  tariff  and  anti- 
tariff  times,  been  several  times  burned — in  effigy;  at  the 
moment  of  doing  which,  most  probably,  we  felt  “as  cold 
iis  a C7tc7<m6er”— and,  certainly,  had  "a  hearty  laugh  at 
a bill  of  expenses  (forwarded  from  Alabama)^  w hich  we 
were  requested  to  pay  for  the  honor  conferred  in  burning 
our  figure,  clad  in  homesptin  clothes! 

No  discovery  has  been  made  of  the  head,  or  of  the  be- 
header— -whose  adroitness  and  courage  was  equally  re- 
markable. Rumor,  however,  says  that  it  was  the  act  of  a 
bo}',  without  counsel  or  assistant — that  he  was  two  hours 
engaged  in  the  work,  during  all  which  he  heard  the  tread 
ot  the  sentinels,  though  it  rained  in  torrents;  and  some 
particulars  are  given,  as  to  his  operations.  How  were 
they  known? 

Mr.  Ritchie  has  a good  deal  of  matter  “about  and 
about’'  the  rejection  of  .Mr.  Stevenson;  but,  so  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  has  not  yet  said  one  word  concerning 
certain  extracts  from  some  of  his  own  private  letters, 
which,  in  a most  extraordinary  manner,  were  laid  before 
the  senate,  and  published!  Many  desire  to  know  ~d>hy 
such  strange  proceedings  were  resorted  to,  and  have  ex- 
pected to  hear  from  Mr.  Ritchie  on  the  subject.  We 
do  not  see  any  right  or  reason  for  introducing  Mr.  Rit- 
chie's notions  to  the  senate. 

This  matter  is  referred  to,  by  way  of  answ  er  to  several 
inquiries  made  of  us.  Mr.  Tylev  is  said  to  be  the  mem- 
ber who  laid  the  papers  before  the  senate,  probablv  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Stevenson  himself. 

Since  the  commencement  of  president  Jackso?i's  ad- 
ministration, he  has  appointed  eighteen  new  members  of 
the  “cabinet” — to  wit,  four  secretaries  of  state,  five  se- 
cretaries of  the  treasury,  two  secretaries  of  war,  three 
secretaries  of  the  navy,  three  attorneys  general,  and  one 
postmaster  general. 

In  president  Adams'  administration  he  made  ou\j  four 
new  appointments  of  members  of  the  “cabinet” — one  se- 
cretary of  state,  in  his  own  place,  one  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  in  place  of  Mr.  Crawford  who  declined  a con- 
tinuance, and  two  secretaries  war;  one  of  the  latter  to 


I supply  the  place  of  .Mr.  Calhoun^  elected  vice  president, 

1 lie  found  Messrs.  Smilhurd,  il  irt  and  ^McJjcan  in  office, 
and  they  remained — though  the  latter  was  opposed  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  .V.  '1  he  jiostmaster  gentral,  however, 

was  not  then  a member  of  the  cabinet,  and  it  is  a sniject 
of  mucii  regret  that  that  officer  w as  ever  introduced  into 
I 

The  Philadelphia  “Sentinel”  says — 

“The  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  slate  that 
JMartin  jr.  whose  nomination, as  collector  of  the 

port  ot  New'  Orleans,  was  rejected  by  the  senate,  will 
not  have  attained  the  age  of  majority’  until  the  13lh  of 
next  month,  l liey  assert  this  on  the  authority  of  a co\iy 
ot  the  register  ot  his  baptism  in  their  possession.  This, 
of  course,atlbrds  a plausible  ground  of  attack  on  the  pre- 
sident, who  is  represented  as  either  disregarding  pro- 
priety :md  fitness  in  his  appointments,  or  as  intending  to 
! afiVonl  tlie  senate;  when  the  truth  most  probably  is  that 
the  president  had  no  other  knowledge  of  the  young  man, 
or  his  age,  than  was  derived  from  the  misrepresentations 
of  friends.  ” 

It  is  a fact,  that  the  junior  Gordon  is  yet  an  “infant” 
in  law — but  who  was  it  that  dared  to  “misrepresent”  his 
case  to  tlie  president,  ami  induce  him  to  nominate  a boy 
for  the  office  of  collector  at  the  important  port  of  New 
Orleans? 

'I'lie  “Sentinel,”  in  its  vindication,  has  suggested  th« 
startling  fact,  that  persons  are  thus  permitted  to  misre- 
present things  to  the  jiresident.  The  naming  of  the  son, 
after  the  rejection  of  the  father,  (and  for  the  same  office), 
was  sufficiently  extraordinary,  w ithout  a concealment  of 
the  fact  that  the  son  was  a child:  iucajiable  even  of  a just 
administration  of  a “custom  house  oath.” 

There  has  been  a great  excitement  in  Baltimore  with 
respect  to  the  election  of  directors  of  the  Union  bank  of 
Maryland,  and  for  the  support  or  rejection  of  Thomas 
Ellicott,  esq.  as  president  thereof. 

'I'lie  election  was  held  on  Monday  last,  and  the  board 
of  directors,  chosen  by  a large  majority,  w ith  great  una- 
nimity', on  the  following  day,  elected  Hugh  }V.  EvunSy 
esq.  president,  in  the  place  of  M>r.  Ellicott. 

A better  or  more  popular  selection,  w e tbink,  could 
not  have  been  made,  to  siqiply  the  vacancy  caused. 

The  Union  bank  is  the  deposite  bank  in  this  city. 
Though  the  question,  as  to  the  directory,  did  not  rest  u|i- 
on  political  considerations— -it  was  noted  that  among  the 
most  zealous  of  Mr.  Ellicott’s  opponents  w ere  cer.ain  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  of  the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

M e have  heard  many  reasons  assigned,  or  speculations 
offered,  for  the  excitement  and  proceedings  just  mention- 
ed, but  cannot  meddle  with  tliein;  though  it  is  probable 
that  some  developments  w ill  be  made  that  we  shall  feel 
it  a duty  to  record. 

There  is  much  buzzing  about  the  proceedings  of  the 
grand  jury,  (lately  in  session  some  six  or  eight  weeks), 
which  are  supposed  to  relate  to  the  doings  of  several  in- 
dividuals, as  connected  with  the  business  of  certain  in- 
stitutions that  lately  failed  in  this  city — concerning  some 
of  whom  strange  things  are  reported. 

Concerning  the  experiment  on  jthe  currency',  the  New 
York  “Commercial  Advertiser”  said — 

Tlie  adir.iiiisiialioii  presses  continue  to  assert  that  there  is 
no  pressure — that  the  expeiiiiienl  works  well — and  that  the  pet 
hanks  perform  all  that  was  required  of  the  United  Slates  bank 
without  loss  or  inconvenience  to  individuals,  and  with  equal 
facility.  Although  they  and  every  body  else  know  belter,  yet 
this  forms  no  hindrance  to  its  constant  repetition.  Their  hardi- 
hood is  an  overmatch  for  truth.  To  refute  for  the  fortieth  lime 
their  gross  misrepresentations,  we  state  that  we  this  day  saw  a 
bill  drawn  by  a judge  of  the  Arkansas  territory,  for  part  of  hia 
salary,  on  the  treasury  department  at  VVashingtoii,  for  $300, 
under  protest'.!  The  clerk,  on  refusing  payment,  said  that  he 
was  ready  to  give  a draft  on  Natchez,  (attended  with  three  per 
cent.  loss  to  the  drawer),  atid  this  offer  is  entered  on  the  pro- 
test! 

With  reference  to  the  fact  statc-tl  in  the  preceding,  and 
to  an  article  on  the  subject  published  in  the  “Globe”-— 
the  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Tuesday  last  observes— 
The  “experiment”  is  in  effect  given  up  in  the  official  paper 
of  yesterday,  by  its  claiming  for  the  treasury  the  right  to  pay 
the  officers  of  the  government  in  such  money  as  it  may  have  in 
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the  pet  banka.  Thus  the  judges  in  Arkansas  are  to  be  paid  in 
drafts  on  the  deposile  bank  at  Natchez,  which  it  will  cost  them 
God  knows  how  much  per  cent,  to  get  cashed,  instead  of  being 
allowed  to  draw  for  their  salaries  as  heretofore,  because  there 
is  an  accumulation  of  the  public  money  at  that  point.  Why 
object  to  paying  them  here,  as  heretofore?  Because  the  state 
banks,  employed  as  deposite  banks,  cannot  transfer  the  public 
money  free  of  charge  wherever  they  are  wanted;  without  which 
capacity  they  are  utterly  inefficient  as  agents  to  receive  and  dis- 
burse the  revenue.  The  result  of  the  experiment  is  only  less 
vexatious  than  the  inability  to  pay  the  demands  upon  the  trea- 
sury any  where,  or  in  any  manner. 

The  state  banks  cannot  supply  an  “uniform  currency.” 
It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  it,  through  them.  There  may  be 
a “right”  in  the  government  to  pay  its  officers  their  wages 
in  the  currency  of  the  places  at  which  they  are  earned, 
in  the  United  States — if  so  understood  by  the  parties;  but 
we  agree  that  the  claim  of  such  a right  is  an  admission 
that  the  “experiment”  has  failed — and  how  it  happened 
that  any  respectable  man  thought  that  it  would  ever  suc- 
ceed, we  are  certainly  at  a loss  to  determine. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  contains  a clause,  forc- 
ed into  it  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  though  op- 
posed by  every  friend  of  the  administration  i)resent,  one 
excepted,  Avhich  declares,  that  no  payments  shall  be  made 
in  bank  notes  that  are  not  at  par  value  at  the  places  where 
payment  is  made.  There  was  a greater  necessit}'  for 
this  clause  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  it  will  cor- 
rect some  great  and  growing  abuses.  We  see  it  mention- 
ed in  the  “Providence  Journal,”  that  the  crew  of  a public 
vessel  of  war  were  lately  paid  off  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  in 
bills  of  banks  in  the  extreme  parts  of  N.  York,  and  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  which  they  were  compelled  to  make 
sale  of,  at  2 or  3 per  cent.  dis.  before  they  could  buy 
“even  a glass  of  grog.”  The  same  paper  adds,  that  small 
checks  of  two,  three  and  five  dollars,  drawn  by  public 
officers  on  the  bank  of  the  JMetropolis,  nt  Washington, 
ere  distributed  through  distant  parts  of  the  union,  and 
passed  off  in  the  payment  of  demands  against  the  general 
government!  These  are  queer  things — if  the  facts  are 
truly  stated,  and  we  think  that  they  are. 

Silk  has  been  advantageously  cultivated  in  Connecticut 
for  several  years,  and  the  cro/j  is  valuable.  There  is  much 
room  to  extend  this  business.  It  is  profitable,  and  ex- 
cellently well  fitted  for  the  employment  of  the  spare 
labor  of  women  and  children,  not  much  interfering,  or 
for  short  periods  only,  with  their  usual  avocations.  Two 
or  three  millions  of  dollars  might  be  easily,  and  without 
any  seeming  effort,  added  to  the  annual  creation  of  va- 
lues in  the  United  States,  from  this  source — an  amount 
exceeding  the  present  product  of  the  “national  treasure” 
in  the  gold  mines,  and  -worth  more  than  all  the  gold  ob- 
tained. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  culture  of  silk  Is  extend- 
ing, and  observe  that  it  has  excited  attention  at  Newark, 
j. — a happy  location  for  the  pursuit  of  this  interest- 
ing branch  of  the  national  industry. 

It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  soon,  if  ever,  rival  France 
or  Italy,  in  the  production  of  silk  piece  goods.  At  pre- 
sent, perhaps,  it  is  not  desirable,  even  if  we  could  do  it. 
But  in  the  supply  of  sewing  silk,  and  the  less  delicate 
manufactures  of  this  beautiful  material,  we  might  soon 
be  rendered  independent  of  all  the  world.  The  raw  silk, 
as  it  is  called,  makes  the  most  pleasant  articles  of  hosiery 
that  are  in  use,  and  the  cheapest — for  they  are  the  most 
lasting. 

The  Baltimore  “American,”  in  a paragragh  relating  to 
the  subject,  says' — > 

In  considering  the  present  estimation  of  silk  as  a common  ar- 
ticle of  clothing  for  all  classes,  it  is  a contrast  to  recall  the  extra- 
vagant estimates  which  were  placed  upon  it  as  a costly  luxury 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  manufacture.  One  cannot  but  smile,  at 
reading  that  amid  the  enormous  luxuries  of  the  emperor  Helio- 
gabalus,  it  is  charged  against  him  as  a special  prodigalitv,  that 
he  wore  a suit  of  clothes,  entirely  of  silk,  and  that  the  emperor 
Aurelian  refused  the  empres  a dress  of  the  same  kind,  because 
of  its  immense  cost.  The  Lowell  factory  girls,  who  “strike” 
for  wages,  now  clothe  themselves  with  a material  vyhich  was 
jloo  costly  for  the  empress  of  the  world! 

There  was  another  great  fire  in  Pearl  street.  New 
York,  on  the  8th  inst.  The  flames  suddenly  burst  out 
with  great  fury,  and  two  huge  five  story  stores  were  soon 
a mass  of  ruins,  the  walls  falling  with  tremendous  crash- 
es— by  one  of  which  a three  story  house  was  crushed. 


The  total  loss  is  estimated  at  250,000  or  300,000  dollars, 
a very  small  part  of  the  contents  of  these  stores  being 
saved. 

Thousands  of  acres  of  the  rich  lands  on  the  Sciota 
were  flooded  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  many  cattle,  sheep 
and  hogs,  with  the  crops,  swept  away — and  so  were  many 
bridges.  The  canal  and  its  feeder  were  also  much  in- 
jured. The  damage  is  great. 

A terrible  tornado  was  felt  in  Ltizerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  2d  inst.  Its  force  is  shewn  from  the 
fact,  that,  out  of  nearly  30  buildings  in  the  village  of 
Centreville,  only  three  or  four  withstood  its  violence. 
Many  persons  were  injured  by  the  falling  timbers,  &c. 

There  have  been  38  cases  of  small  pox,  and  41  of  va- 
rioloid, at  Providence,  introduced  by  an  Irish  woman. 
The  small  p'lx  cases  had  all  been  severe,  and  11  termi- 
nated mortally.  The  varioloid  cases  were  light.  The 
diseases  had  not  yet  disappeared,  but  wei*e  diminishing. 

A late  New  York  paper  says  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
“Morgan  affair”  there  were  six  hundred  regular  masonie 
lodges  in  that  state' — but,  at  the  present  time,  only  fifty 
are  in  operation.  And  at  the  late  grand  procession  in 
the  city,  in  honor  of  the  memory  of  Lafatette,  only 
about  100  masons  marched  in  it. 

The  work  near  Newport,  a fortification  of  the  first 
class  called  “Fort  Adams,”  has  been  resumed,  and  400 
persotis  are  employed  on  it. 

The  collector  of  Newport  has  resigned  his  office.  The 
Mercury  says — The  reasons  which  have  induced  him  to 
take  this  step,  w'e  understand  are,  that,  from  the  recent 
reduction  of  the  duties,  the  emoluments  of  the  office  will 
be  reduced  to  so  small  a sum  that  it  will  be  inadequate 
to  pay  the  necessarj’  expenses  of  the  office. 

The  appropriations  at  the  last  session,  on  account  of 
fortifications,  amount  to  870,000  dollars. 

"VVe  have  remarked  that  the  late  national  anniversary 
was  more  generally  observed  than  usual — and,  in  manj* 
places,  with  unprecedented  splendor  and  effect;  but  we 
are  reminded  that,  at  the  city  of  WASHiNOTOif,  all  was 
dull  and  dreary,  without  example,  since  the  seat  of  the 
federal  government  was  transferred  to  that  place. 

We  think  that  we  have  seen  accounts  of  not  less  than 
twenty  persons  either  killed,  or  wretchedly  maimed, 
(some  losing  both  arms,  and  others  one),  by  the  careless 
or  unskilful  firing  of  cannon  on  the  late  anniversar}% 

A collection  was  taken  up  in  Dr.  Channing’s  church, 
in  Boston,  on  Sunday  week,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Poles, 
and  $2,432  collected. 

In  the  contribution  plate  of  Dr.  Channing’s,  church,  in 
Boston,  on  Sunday,  was  found  a bank  check,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words — 

“Pay  to  count  Pulaski,  my  commander  at  the  battle  of  Bran- 
dywine, his  brethren,  or  bearer,  one  hundred  dollars.” 

The  individual  who  gave  the  above  sum  is  col.  Henry 
Purkett,  who  was  a sergeant  in  Pulaski’s  troop,  and 
shared  the  confidence  of  his  great  commander.  He  is 
now  eighty  years  of  age. 

There  are  now  three  vacancies  in  the  Connecticut  de- 
legation in  congress — Mr.  Foot,  elected  governor,  Mr. 
Huntington,  appointed  a judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and 
Mr.  Ellstvorth,  who  intends  to  devote  his  time  to  his 
profession.  We  wish  that  the  places  may  be  as  well  fill- 
ed as  they  have  been.  The  gentlemen  named  belonged 
to  the  working  class  of  members — but  in  the  latter  selec- 
tions of  committees  had  not  many,  or  full  opportunities, 
to  shew  their  works. 

Gen.  Vance,  a member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  Ohio,  announces  that  he  will  not  be  a candidate  for 
re-election.  All  who  know  this  gentleman  will  regard 
his  retirement  as  a public  loss.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
working  members  of  congress,  to  some  20  or  30  of  whom 


NILES’  REGISTER— JULY  19,  1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


S49 


the  people  ai-e  more  indebted  than  the  fifties  of  talkers, 
and  aye~(ind-no-meiu 

The  celebrated  Frederick  Rapp,  esq.  recently  died  at 
Economy,  Pa.  the  seat  of  the  “llarmonists,”  m the  60th 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  a very  strong-minded  and  intel- 
ligent man,  and,  w^e  believe,  a most  scrupulously  honest 
one.  He  was  the  chiet  actor  or  agent  tor  the  Harmo- 
nists, whose  peculiar  habits  have  been  often  described, 
and  to  whom  his  loss  will,  probably,  be  irreparable,  as  a 
society. 

George  B.  Porter,  esq.  governor  of  Michigan,  died  at 
Detroit  on  the  5th  inst.  much  respected  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived. 

The  first  four  days  of  last  week  were  extraordinarily 
hot.  A good  many  persons  were  found  dead  on  the 
roads,  or  in  the  fields — and  others  died  suddenly  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  from  drinking  cold  water.  1 he  lat- 
ter was  particularly  fatal  to  newly  arrived  foreigners.  A 
New  York  paper  published  an  account  of  thirty  persons 
and  eight  horses,  who  suddenly  died  in  that  city,  on  the 
9th  inst.  which  was  probably  short  of  the  real  number,  in 
a considerable  amount.  In  some  places,  the  thermometer 
stood  at  nearly  100  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  on  the  8th. 
This  was  the  hottest  day  at  Baltimore,  but  the  excessive 
heat  of  these  four  days  was  almost  equally  felt  Irom  Bos- 
ton to  Richmond. 

Unless  on  account  of  these  sudden  deaths,  the  cities  on 
the  Atlantic  coast  are  usually  healthy. 

Steam  carriages,  for  common  roads,  seem  about  to  be- 
come common,  in  England.  A rail  road  was  thought 
by  many  to  be  the  ne  plus  ultra  as  to  transportations — 
but  w’ho  shall  place  limits  to  the  progress  ot  scientific 
power?  Who,  seeing  what  we  have  seen  in  the  last  40 
or  50  years,  dare  undertake  to  ^say  that  perlection  has 
been  even  nearly  attained? 

The  following  articles  are  from  late  London  papers: 
Steam  carriages.  These  wonderful  machines  are  now  con- 
structed with  sufficient  mechanical  skill,  amount  of  power, 
safety  and  general  efficiency,  to  insure  their  successful  employ- 
ment on  any  good  road;  and  it  is  certainly  time  for  our  capital- 
ists to  turn  their  attention  to  them  as  legitimate  objects  of  sup 
port,  and  as  offering  the  means  of  a profitable  investment. 
From  the  earliest  development  of  the  capabilities  of  steam,  as 
applicable  to  purposes  of  locomotion,  on  properly  constructed 
roads,  we  have  carefully  watched  the  progress  made  by  differ 
enl  inventors,  and  have  on  many  occasions  borne  testimony  to 
the  unceasing  efforts  of  two  of  the  most  persevering  and  deserv- 
ing among  them;  of  two  who  have  from  time  to  time,  promised 
less  and  performed  more  than  any  of  their  cotemporaries — we 
mean  col.  Macerone  and  Mr.  Plancock. 

On  Saturday  we  h.ad  a trip  on  the  Edgeware  road,  with  the 
second  coach  constructed  by  the  gallant  colonel.  Starting 
from  the  Paddington  w harf.  No.  19,  we  proceeded  on  the  road 
in  the  most  surprising  style,  the  coach  turned,  checked,  stop- 
ped, or  having  its  speed  increased,  under  the  complete  com- 
mand of  the  conductor.  About  three  miles  out  we  passed  a 
stage  coach  whose  four  horses  were  put  to  their  utmost  speed, 
with  a comparative  velocity  to  that  with  which  the  stage  coach 
would  have  passed  a wagon,  our  rate  being  at  that  time  about 
18  miles  an  hour-  Soon  after  this  we  ascended  Windmill  hill 
with  perfect  ease;  although,  in  consequence  of  the  road  under- 
going repair,  the  part  we  had  to  ascend  was  cut  into  deep  ruts, 
and  covered  with  dry  soil  and  dust  from  three  to  six  inches 
deep;  forming,  perhaps,  the  most  uncertain  and  disadvantage- 
ous fulcrum  on  which  the  wheel  of  a steam  carriage  could 
ever  have  to  act. 

We  arrived  at  the  Welch  Harp  [nn,  which  is  several  perches 
over  the  five  miles  from  our  starting  place,  and  turned  the 
coach  in  the  direction  of  Paddington,  in  i)r(;cisely  iwenly  mi- 
nutes, having  performed  the  distance,  inclusive  of  stopping  at 
the  turnpike,  and  on  two  other  occasions,  and  despite  tire  bad 
condition  of  Windmill  hill,  at  the  extraordinary  average  rate  of 
fiAeen  miles  an  hour.  Our  return  occupied  the  same  period  of 
time;  and  after  this  completion  of  the  trip,  we  made  the  round 
of  Paddington  green,  to  gratify  some  gentlemen  who  had. nut 
arrived  in  time  to  witness  the  more  extensive  trial.  Among 
our  fellow  passengers  on  these  occasions,  were  Jerome  JJona- 
parte,  ex-king  of  Westphalia,  prince  Jerome,  his  son,  the  duke 
de  Montfort,  the  marquis  Azolino,  M.  Vigne  de  Marveille,  and 
other  distinguished  foreigners. 

Mr.  Hancock’s  “Autopsy”  was  seen,  on  Saturday  last,  in 
Cheapside,  wending  its  way  with  the  greatest  adroitness  amidst 
the  multitude  of  carriages  with  which  that  thorefughfare  is 
crowded.  A stronger  proof  of  its  manageableness  could  not 
possibly  have  been  afforded.  We  understand  that  it  was  on  its 
way  from  Stratford  to  its  old  quarters  in  the  city  road,  prepara- 


tory to  its  being  again  started  to  run  for  hire,  in  conjunction 
with  two  or  three  other  carriages,  between  the  city  and  Pad- 
dington. .Mr.  S(|uires  has,  we  are  informed,  sold  out,  and  left 
col.  .Macerone  sole  proprietor  of  the  steam  carriage  Prodigy, 
which  did  the  1,700  miles  without  requiring  a shilling  for  re- 
pairs, &C.  &c.  A new  steam  carriage  has  just  entered  the  field, 
constructed  by  Mr  Kedmund,  who,  some  time  ago,  advertised 
that  he  was  w illing  to  furnish  locomotives  to  run  on  common 
roads  at  any  required  speed,  although  he  had  never  tried  the 
experiment. 

The  rail  ways,  A speed  of  forty  miles  an  hour  with  a light 
load,  has  been  obtained  upon  the  Manchester  railway;  and  Mr. 
G.  Stephenson,  the  engineer,  has  stated  his  opinion  that  an  en- 
gine might  be  constructed  to  run  100  miles  within  the  hour,  al- 
though he  acknowledges  that  “at  that  rapidity  of  motion  the  re- 
sistance of  the  atmosphere  would  be  very  considerable.”,  En- 
gines are  now  made  with  eight  times  the  power  of  the  Rocket, 
yet  w ith  little  more  weight  resting  on  each  rail,  the  load  being 
equally  divided  upon  six  wheels,  and  the  machinery  placed  in 
a more  advantageous  situation  than  formerly.  The  tubes  of 
the  boiler  are  made  smaller  and  more  numerous,  and  of  brass 
instead  of  copper.  'I'lie  last  engine  put  on  the  railway  ran 
•23,000  miles  with  the  most  trivial  repairs,  making  every  day 
four  or  five  journeys  of  30  miles  each. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a letter  dated  Sunbury,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  8,  and  announces  a very  important  discovery 
which  may  do  away  the  great  and  fearful  objections  to  the  use 
of  inclined  planes,  on  rail  roads: 

“I  have  just  seen  and  examined  the  model  of  a rail  road  car, 
invented  by  Mr.  Jacob  Bright,  of  Sunbury,  which  oflers  fair  to 
render  travelling  and  transportation  over  inclined  planes  entire- 
ly free  from  danger.  On  the  inner  side  of  the  wheel  or  flange, 
nicks  or  cogs  are  constructed,  upon  the  principle  of  the  rag 
wheel  of  a saw  mill.  Iron  clicks  or  ^‘dogs”  are  attached  to  the 
body  of  the  car,  which  standing  in  an  inverted  position,  alter- 
nately fall  into  these  nicks  as  the  car  ascends  or  descends  a 
plane,  and  in  case  of  accident,  by  becoming  detached,  lock  the 
wheels,  and  instantly  stop  their  progress.  No  matter  what 
may  be  the  elevation  of  the  plane,  or  the  number  of  cars  attach- 
ed, whether  one  or  the  whole  should  break  loose,  they  at  once, 
by  the  operation  of  breaking,  become  locked. 

It  is  generally  believed  by  all  who  have  examined  the  model, 
that  the  discovery  is  a very  important  one,  and  that  it  will  en- 
tirely remove  the  difliculties  and  danger  of  crossing  very  ele- 
vated planes,  and  which  have  recently  caused  so  much  uneasi- 
ness in  the  public  mind. 

Application,  1 understand,  has  been  made  for  a patent,  and 
that  measures  will  soon  be  taken  by  Mr.  Hright,  to  introduce 
the  cars,  which  I doubt  not  will  soon  be  found  in  general  use 
upon  the  rail  roads  of  our  country.”  Yours,  &c. 

IMf.  George  Stevenson,  civil  engineer,  recently  stated 
to  a committee  of  the  British  house  of  commons  on  the 
great  western  railway,  that  by  that  rail,  should  it  be 
completed,  10,000  soldiers  might  be  conveyed  from  Lon- 
don to  Bristol  in  four  hours. 

Wool.  The  unsettled  and  fluctuating  state  of  the  wool  mar- 
ket, occasions  some  little  solicitude  among  the  growers.  Wool 
at  present  prices  is  twelve  to  fifteen  per  cent,  less  than  last 
year,  and  the  question  now  is  whether  prices  will  rise  or  fall 
the  ensuing  autumn.  Some  of  the  wool  growers  are  confident 
that  it  will  rise,  and  so  hold  on  upon  their  stock,  while  others, 
less  sanguine,  are  selling  their  fleeces,  unwilling  to  keep  it  on 
hand,  trusting  to  future  exigencies.  The  case  seems  to  be  this. 
The  manufacturers  have  unsold  a large  amount  of  cloths,  the 
prices  of  which  have  fallen  materially,  and  even  at  a great  re- 
duction they  are  unable  now  to  sell  them.  They  all  have  re- 
maining considerable  lots  of  wool,  and  are  determined  to  pur- 
chase only  to  supply  urgent  necessities.  They  believe  that  large 
quantities  of  the  new  clip  will  oarly  be  thrown  into  the  market, 
and  that  the  wants  of  individuals  will  require  it  to  be  sold. 

It  is  conceded  on  all  hands,  that  an  unusual  amount  of  wool  is 
cut  this  year,  and  that  the  quantity  of  cloth  manufactured  is 
much  less  than  in  ordinary  times.  The  manufacture  will  nut 
be  extended  until  the  sale  of  cloth  is  much  increased,  and  con- 
sequently, the  demand  for  wool  will  not  be  greatly  extended  at 
present. 

Manufaetisrer?  inform  us  that  prices  as  they  now  are,  but 
pool ly  repay  the  actual  expenses  of  the  fabric,  and  that  wool 
must  fall  before  they  shall  be  disposed  to  extend  tbeir  business. 
The  disposition  now  is  to  curtail  it,  as  they  are  working  at  no 
profit.  One  of  these  gentlemen  informed  us  the  other  day  that 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  expecting  to  purchase  Ohio 
wool  in  that  city  at  much  less  than  the  article  can  be  pro- 
cured for  in  this  vicinity.  We  know  it  is  hard  for  the  toil  of 
the  wool  growers  to  be  thus  poorly  rewarded.  But  it  comes 
from  the  necessity  of  the  times,  that  they  must  suffer  as  others 
suffer.  They  are  not  alone  in  a ruinous  depreciation  of  their 
industry.  Beef  cattle  has  fallen,  grain  has  fallen,  and  wool  of  . 
necessity  has  fallen  also.  If  there  was  any  evidence,  either  in 
the  signs  of  the  times  or  the  prices  of  manufactured  articles, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  that  wool  would  materially  rise,  we 
should  most  cheerfully  say  so.  But  it  is  not  wise  to  hold  out 
allurements  which  are  both  false  and  deceptive  to  our  pecunia- 
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ly  interests.  We  therefore  would  seasonably  caution  the  wool 
grower  against  a too  confident  reliance  upon  the  expectation  ol 
Setter  prices,  so  much  so  as  to  allow  (avoiable  opportunities 
for  the  sale  ofliis  commodities  to  pass  unimproved. 

Since  writing  the  above,  a wool  grower  from  the  hill  towns 
passed  by  with  his  new  clip  for  the  manufacturers  in  Worcester 
county.  He  informed  us  he  was  paid  50  cents,  having  sold  the 
same  last  year  for  70!  His  remark  was,  that  it  was  wise  for 
him  to  sell  while  there  was  a chance,  belore  the  market  wa< 
glutted  with  Oliio  wool.  He  might  not  have  even  fuioiher  such 
.opportunity.  {Northampton  ( Mass.)  Courier. 

[To  give  advice  unasked,  is,  sometimes,  iinpleasatit,  tlionuh 
it  may  be  a seeming  duty:  but  without  regard  to  the  Vocation 
of  the  growers  of  wool,  (and  we  say  also  the  same  thing  to  the 
grow'ers  of  wheat),  we  think  that  tiieir  true  policy  is  to  make 
sales  imtnediately,  if  reasonably  fair  prices  can  be  obtained. 
We  have  an  equ<^  regard  for  the  manufacturers  of  wool,  but 
they  have  better  opportunities  of  calculatino  the  markets  than 
the  growers,  and  for  determining  the  ettects  of  the  paralysis  on 
business,  in  the  depressed  price  of  cloths,  or  any  advances  that 
may  take  place  in  consequence  of  lessened  importations.  But 
after  all,  whether  in  regard  to  wool  or  woollens,  the  rightful  pro- 
ceedings appear  to  us  extremely  doubtful,  and  it  seems  that  a 
middle  course  is  the  only  safe  one,  for  either  party. 

Ed.  Reo  ] 

Banks  in  New  Hampshire.  By  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  banks,  which  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  house  of  re- 


presentatives, we  learn  that  I he  aggregate  of 

Real  estate  owned  by  the  banks,  is. ,<^8-2,3.59  06 

Debts  due  to  them 3,450,820  22 

Specie  in  their  vaults,  and  in  boston  bank.s 354,390  12 

Bills  .pf  other  banks 92,623  08 


$3,980,193  48 

The  aggregate  of  the  capital  stock  paid  in,  is. ... , .2,454,300  80 

Deposiies 314,971  05 

Bills  in  circulation. .1,063,145  50 


$3,832,424  55 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  banks .$147,767  93 


[Exeter  News  Letter, 

Land  sales.  Saturday’s  Globe  contains  upwards  of  three 
columns  of  land  office  notices  of  sales  of  public  land,  to  be  held 
as  follows: 

In  Alabama,  at  Mardisville,  the  scat  of  the  land  office  for 
the  Coosa  district,  on  the  tirst  and  third  Mondays  in  November 
next:  at  Montgomery,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  Tala- 
poosa  district,  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in  December  next: 
at  St.  Stephens,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at  De- 
mopolis,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Tuscaloosa, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Huntsville,  on  the 
Becond  Monday  in  December  next:  at  Cahaba.,  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

In  Mississippi,  at  Chocchuma,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for 
the  northwestern  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  the  land  office  for  the  north 
.eastern  district,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at  the 
same  place,  in  continuation,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  Augusta,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next:  at 
Mount  Salus,  on  the  second  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Indiana,  at  Crawfordsville,  on  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next. 

In  Illinois,  at  Palestine,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  November 
next. 

In  Missouri,  at  Jackson,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  second  Monday  in  December  next: 
at  Fayette,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Michigan,  at  Mineral  Point,  on  the  second  Monday  in  No- 
vember next:  at  Detroit,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next: 
at  Bronson,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  next. 

In  Arkansas,  at  Washington,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber next:  at  Fayetteville,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  next: 
at  Little  Rock,  on  the  third  Monday  in  December  next. 

In  Florida,  at  Tallahasse,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next:  at  the  same  place,  in  continuation,  on  the  third  Monday 
in  December  next:  at  St.  Augustine,  on  the  second  Monday  in 
December  next. 

The  Montreal  Gazette  contains  some  particulars  of 
two  other  losses  at  sea,  not  hitherto  reported.  One,  the 
Proselyte  of  Limerick,  with  223  passengers,  all  of  whom 
have  been  safely  landed  at  Richibucto,  [Nova  Scotia),  in 
a lamentable  state  of  misery^,  and  the  other  name  un- 
known, and  her  destination  described,  as  being  from  the 
west  of  England  -with  trvo  hundred  and  eighty  passen- 
gers, seven  of  rohom  only  are  saved. 

The  following  is  a more  particular  account  of  one  of 
the  cases  just  above  alluded  to — ■ 

Richibucto,  May  31 . The  brig  Juno  took  from  a wreck  at  sea 
■233  passengers,  ail  of  whom  were  in  a dreadful  slate  of  misery. 
One  female  whose  husband  was  lost,  was  actually  delivered  in 
the  boat,  and  the  infant  was  brought  into  port  in  a slate  of  per- 
fect nudity.  Provisions  and  water  so  short  on  hoard  the  Juno, 
that  all  were  put  on  short  allowance,  and  when  the  vessel  ar- 


rived in  port,  and  the  passengers  obtained  water,  they  drank 
with  such  avidity  that  alarm  was  cnterlaiiied  at  the  conse- 
quences to  be  feared  Irom  their  imprudence.  They  were  so 
crowileil,  that  none  enjoyed  the  comlort  of  lying  down;  but  nil 
were  stowed  in  a silling  po.siure,  the  foremost  men  between  the 
hindmost’s  legs. 

Cajrtain  Stewart,  tbe  wandering  piper,  bas  been  in 
this  country  a little  over  a year,  and  bas  already  contri- 
buted over  $7,000,  in  small  sums,  for  charitable  purposes 
— the  avails  of  bis  labors. 

France.  French  silks  exported  to  England.  It  is  not . so 
slated,  hill  we  suppose  that  the  value  in  francs  is  shewn.  For 
ordinary  purposes,  5 francs  may  be  counted  as  equal  to  one 


dollar. 

1818  1,744,105 

1819  2,713,583 

1820  2,727,748 

1821  2,815,178 

1822  3,516,328 

1823  2,901,670 

1824  3,8.56,465 

1825  6,104,103 

1826  7,596,421 

1827  11.460,119 

1828  ...17;3ll,8IO 

1829  10,483,777 

1830  15,204,388 


Holland.  On  the  1st  of  January  last,  the  Dutch  navy  con- 
sisted of  61  large  ships;  namely — 2 vessels  of  84  guns;  6 of  74, 
(including  three  on  the  stocks);  16  of  44;  7 of  .32;  12  of  24;  4 of 
20;  10  of  18;  1 of  12;  1 of  9,  and  2 of  8 guns;  besides  gun  boats, 
a vessel  used  as  a naval  school,  2 steamboats  and  4 transports. 
Tbe  personale  is  composed  of  1 admiral  (prince  Fredric),  4 vice 
admirals,  7 rear  admirals,  26  captains,  32  captain-lietilenants, 
71  first  lieutenants,  171  second  lieutenants,  89  cadets  of  the  first 
class  (amongst  whom  is  prince  William  Fredric  Henry),  4 sur- 
geons-en  chef,  and  50  other  medical  officers. 

Population.  A return  just  published  states  the  following  to 
have  been  the  population  of  the  kingdom  of  Holland  on  the  first 
of  January,  1833,  exclusively  of  Limburg  and  Luxemberg: 


North  Brabant 349,700 

Guelderland 315,053 

North  Holland 419,424 

South  Holland 486,520 

Zeeland  137,314 

Utrecht J 31,836 

I'riesland 212,544 

Obcryssel 181,361 

Groningen 162,085 

Dreuthe 65,397 


2,460,921 

Tn  18.32,  the  number  of  births  was  78,098;  marriages  14,969; 
and  deaths  71,266.  The  increase  of  population,  therefore,  be- 
tween the  1st  of  January,  1832,  and  the  1st  of  January,  1833,  did 
not  exceed  6,832  souls.  It  may  be  added,  as  matter  of  compa- 
rison, under  existinii  circumstances,  that  the  population  of  Bel- 
gium amounted,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1832,  to  4,140,121  souls; 
and  that  the  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  war  department 
for  the  present  year  is  £1,600,000,  inclusive  of  600,000  for  ex- 
traordinary disbursernents. 

Hanover.  The  total  disbursements  of  this  kingdpm  amount 
to  3,390,800  dollars,  or  about  £736,200,  of  which  £353,000  are 
supplied  by  the  royal  treasury,  and  the  remainder  out  of  the 
public  revenues.  Amongst  the  items  of  expenditure  we  observe 
a sum  of  about  £1,900  for  the  expense  of  the ‘-German  chance- 
ry in  London,”  and  of  £227,960  for  that  of  the  “war  depart- 
ment.” 

RrssiA.  The  St.  Petersburgh  Journal  states,  that  160,105 
children  of  soldiers  and  recruits  were  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  crown  in  the  year  1832.  During  an  interval  of  eight  years, 
4,.34-2  such  children  were  brought  up  as  clerks  in  offices,  2,308 
as  assistant  stirgeons,452  as  land  surveyors,  586  as  shipwrights, 
and  120  as  musicians. 

■ ■ 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  and  Liverpool  papers  to  May  31sf  inclusive, 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  bill  removing  the  civil  disabilities  of  the  Jews  has  had  a 
second  reading  in  the  house  of  commons,  by  a decided  majori- 
ty. 

The  Grey  ministry  had  been  partly  broken  np  in  consequence 
of  a difference  of  opinion  existing  in  the  cabinet  upon  the  subiect 
of  the  appropriation  of  church  properly  in  Ireland.  Two  reso- 
lutions had  been  presented  in  parliament  of  a counter  tendency. 
The  one  declaring  that  the  church  establishment  in  Ireland  ex- 
ceeded the  wants  of  the  Protestant  population,  and  that  the 
temporal  possession.^  of  the  church  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  re- 
duced; tbe  other  affirming  that  the  property  now  possessed  by 
the  church  had  been  set  apart  by  their  ancestors  for  religions 
and  moral  purposes,  and  ought  to  be  preserved  as  such.  Tlie 
supposed  inability  of  ministers  to  sustain  themselves  against 
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the  first  resolution,  is  s.iid  to  have  led  to  the  rosianations  of  Mr. 
Stanley,  sir  James  Orahain,  the  duke  of  Richmond,  lord  Mel- 
bourne and  earl  Ripon,  which  had  been  accepted  by  the  kins;. 

The  following  has  been  announced  as  the  new  ministerial  ar- 
ransements: 

Tiie  earl  of  Carlisle  to  be  lord  privy  seal. 

Mr.  Ellice,  secretary  of  war,  to  have  a seat  in  the  cabinet. 

Mr.  Spring  Rice,  colonial  secretary,  with  a seat  in  the  cabi- 
net. 

Lord  Auckland,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty,  with  a seat  in  the 
cabinet. 

Mr.  Francis  Barinz,  (son  of  sir  Thomas  Baring)  to  succeed 
Mr.  Spring  Rice,  as  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  More  0’Ferrall,an  Irish  Catholic,  succeeds  Mr.  Baring, 
as  junior  lord  of  the  treasury. 

Earl  Grey  and  lord  Brougham,  it  is  believed  will  retain  their 
present  posts.  A large  number  of  the  most  respectable  mem- 
bers of  the  house  of  commons  had  addresstul  a letter  to  the 
former  requesting  that  he  would  not  resign,  and  expressing  the 
highest  confidence  in  him.  Amongst  the  signers  were  many  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  his  administration. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  king’s  speech,  delivered 
to  the  prelates  of  the  church,  wiio  on  the  29th  May  waited  upon 
him  with  an  address  in  honor  of  his  birth  day. 

After  a short  conversation,  in  which  his  majesty  said,  amongst 
other  things,  “I  now  remember  you  have  a right  to  require  of 
me  to  be  resolute  in  defence  of  the  church,”  the  king  proceed- 
ed:— 

“I  have  been,  by  the  circumstance  of  my  life,  and  by  convic- 
tion, led  to  support  toleration  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  it  is 
justly  capable;  imt  toleration  must  not  be  suffered  to  go  into  li- 
centiousness; it  has  its  bounds,  which  it  is  my  duty  and  which 
I am  resolved  to  maintain.  I am,  from  the  deepest  conviction, 
attached  to  the  pure  Protestant  faith  which  this  church,  of 
which  I am  the  temporal  head,  is  the  human  means  of  diffusing 
and  preserving  in  this  land. 

“I  cannot  forget  what  was  the  course  of  events  that  placed 
my  family  on  the  throne  which  I now  fill.  These  events  were 
consummated  in  a revolution  which  was  rendered  necessary, and 
was  effected,  not,  as  has  sometimes  been  most  erroneou-^ly  sta- 
ted, merely  for  the  sake  of  the  temporal  liberties  of  the  people, 
but  for  the  preservation  of  their  religion.  It  was  for  the  defetice 
of  the  religion  of  the  country  that  was  made  the  settlement  of 
the  crown,  which  has  placed  me  in  the  situation  that  I now  fill; 
and  that  religion,  and  the  church  of  England  and  Ireland  [Ire- 
land with  peculiar  emphasis],  the  prelates  of  which  are  now 
before  me,  it  is  my  fixed  purpose,  determination,  and  resolu- 
tion, to  maintain. 

“The  present  bishops,  I am  quite  satisfied  (and  am  rejoiced  to 
hear,  from  them  and  from  all,  the  same  of  the  clergy  in  general 
under  their  governance),  have  never  been  excelled  at  any  pe- 
riod of  the  history  of  our  church  by  any  of  their  predecessors  in 
learning,  piety  nr  zeal,  in  the  discharge  of  their  high  duties.  If 
there  are  any  of  the  inferior  arrangements  in  the  discipline  of 
the  church,  which,  however,  [ greatly  doubt — [the  expression 
of  doubt  was  again  delivered  by  his  majesty  with  great  empha- 
Bis], — that  require  amendment,  I have  no  distrust  of  the  readi 
ness  and  ability  of  the  prelates  now  before  me  to  correct  such 
things;  and  to  you,  I trust,  iliey  will  he  left  to  correct,  with 
your  authority  unimpaired  and  iinshaekled. 

“I  trust  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I am  speaking  to  you  a 
Bpeech  which  I have  got  by  heart.  No,  I am  declaring  to  you 
my  real  and  gentiine  sentiments.  I have  almost  completed  my 
69th  year;  and  though  blessed  by  God  with  a very  rare  measure 
of  health,  not  having  known  what  sickness  is,  for  some  years, 
yet  I do  not  blind  myself  to  the  plain  and  evident  truth,  that  in- 
crease of  years  must  tell  largely  upon  me  when  sickness  shall 
come.  I cannot,  therefore,  expect  that  I shall  be  very  long  in 
this  world.  It  is  under  this  impression  tliat  I tell  you,  that 
while  I know  that  the  law  of  the  land  considers  it  im[tossihle 
that  I should  do  wrong — that  while  I know  there  is  no  earthly 
power  which  can  call  me  to  account — this  only  makes  me  more 
deeply  sensible  of  the  responsibility  under  which  I stand  to  that 
Almighty  Bei.vg,  before  whom  we  must  all  one  day  appear. 
When  that  day  shall  come,  you  will  know  whether  I am  sin- 
cere in  the  declaration  which  I now  make,  of  firm  attachment 
to  the  church,  and  resolution  to  maintain  if. 

“I  have  spoken  more  strongly  than  usual,  because  of  unhap- 
py circumstances  that  have  forced  themselves  upon  the  obser- 
vation of  all.  The  threats  of  those  who  arc  enemies  of  the 
church,  make  it  the  more  necessary  for  those  who  feel  their 
duty  to  that  church  to  speak  out. — The  words  which  you  hear 
from  me  are  indeed  spoken  by  my  mouth,  but  they  flow  from 
my  heart.” 

His  majesty  was  afTected  to  tears  during  the  delivery  of  this 
declaration,  and  concluded  the  interview  by  inviting  the  pre- 
lates to  partake  of  the  holv  commtinion  with  him  at  the  Chapel 
Royal,  on  Tuesday,  the  22d  of  June. 

The  ratification  of  the  treaty  between  England,  France, 
Spain  and  Portugal  had  been  received  in  England. 

There  had  been  a temporary  scarcity  of  money  in  London. 
Disturbances  prevailed  in  Ireland.  The  people  of  England,  as 
well  as  of  Ireland,  are  re.solutelv  bent  on  a separation  of  church 
and  state,  and  of  driving  the  bishops  from  the  house  of  lords. 

It  is  rumored  that  O’Connel  is  about  to  lake  olfice. 

FRANCE. 

The  French  chambers  were  dissolved  on  the  24th  of  May, 
and  the  papers  were  occupied  with  the  diaciission  of  the  proba- 


ble results  of  the  new  elections,  which  were  to  take  place  on 
the  21st  June.  The  new  chambers  will  meet  in  August. 

M.  Armand  Carrel,  the  editor  of  the  Nationel,  had  been  serv- 
ed with  a writ  from  the  court  of  peers,  for  the  inspection  of  his 
papers. 

'Pile  prospect®  of  an  abundant  harvest  of  both  vineyards  and 
corn  lands,  were  extremely  favorable. 

'Pile  French  government  has  at  last  given  up  the  original  pa- 
pers of  the  .American  ships  illegally  captured,  and  eon.sented  to 
give  us  copies  of  the  decisioits  by  which  the  condemnations  of 
those  vessels  were  made.  Mr.  Sedgwick,  the  bearer  of  de- 
spatches from  onr  minister,  Mr.  Livingston,  has  arrived  in 
charge  of  these  papers. 

SPAIN. 

The  convent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  being  put  in  readiness  for 
the  chamber  of  the  Proatradorcs  de  Ic  Rcinc  to  set  in.  The 
queen  regent  had  convoked  the  cortes,  to  assemble  on  the  24th 
July,  and  the  friends  of  free  principles  anticipate  important  po- 
litical results. 

The  queen’s  troops  had  been  successful  in  all  directions, 
forcing  the  Carlists  to  seek  safety  in  flight. 

HOLt.AND  AND  BELGll’M, 

The  affairs  of  these  nations  are  still  unsettled,  and  many  per- 
sons of  distinction  and  enterprise  were  removing  in  conse- 
quence of  the  burthensome  taxes,  which  are  rendered  nece.®sa- 
ry  to  support  two  kingly  governments  in  a territory  not  large 
enough  to  sustain  one.  Some  rumors  prevailed  of  an  attempt 
to  re-establish  the  Orange  dynasty  in  Belgium,  which  it  is  af- 
firmed had  gained  nothing  by  the  change  of  masters. 

LATER  NEWS. 

From  Cadiz  to  the  2d  June,  Madrid  the  28/^  May,  and  Lisbon  to 
the  ^Ith  May,  all  inclusive. 

SPAIN  AND  PORTUGAL. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Castel  o Branco  by  the  troops  of 
Don  .Miguel,  on  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  troops  under  gen. 
Rodil,  the  latter  marched  upon  Sciseira,  where  he  gained  a 
victory  on  the  16lh  May  over  a body  of  Miguelite®.  This  victory 
was  so  decisive  as  to  compel  Don  Miguel  to  abandon  his  posi- 
tion at  Santarem,  and  subsi'quenlly  to  stipulate  for  his  retire- 
ment from  the  Portuguese  territory.  On  the  27th  May  gen. 
Sandanha  arrived  at  Li-bon  with  the  interesting  tiews  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  army  of  the  usurper.  This  intelligence  had  occa- 
sioned universal  joy  at  Lisbon,  Both  Don  Miguel  and  Don  Car- 
los, had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Spainish  troops  at  Evora, 
having  been  delivered  up  by  their  own  men.  Four  wagon  loads 
of  silver  had  btien  captured.  Don  Miguel  had  been  granted 
permission  to  embark  at  any  port,  and  in  any  vessel  of  the 
allied  nations.  He  had  selected  the  port  of  Sines,  or  some  other 
port  in  Algarves,  ami  an  English  vessel.  Don  Carlos,  who 
claimed  the  protection  of  the  secretary  of  the  English  legation, 
had  proceeded  with  his  family  to  Lisbon,  where  instructions 
had  already  at  rived  from  the  British  government,  applicable  to 
such  a conjuncture. 

STILL  LATER. 

From  London  papers  to  the  evening  o f the  Mh  June,  inclusive. 

OREA'i*  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Ward,  declaring  the  church 
establishment  in  Ireland  greater  than  demanded  by  the  Protest- 
ant population,  and  that  its  prttperty  should  be  apitropriated  to 
other  uses,  was  defeated  on  the  resumption  of  the  discussion  of 
the  suhitmt  on  the  2d  June.  After  admitting  the  difficulties 
under  which  ministers  had  labored  owing  to  divisions  among 
themselves,  on  the  presentation  of  Mr.  Ward’s  resolution,  lord 
Allhrop  coijHnunicated  to  the  house  of  commons,  the  itiforma- 
lion  that  ministers  had  issued  a commission  to  collect  and  re- 
port accurate  information  a®  to  the  condition  of  the  church  pro- 
perty, and  pledged  mini«ters  to  a thorough  reform  of  the  church 
government  in  Irelatid,  when  the  necessary  information  to  justify 
legislation  should  be  collected.  A debate  of  an  animated  cha- 
racter ensued,  which  was  cut  short  by  a call  of  the  previous 
question,  and  stistained  by  a majority  against  Mr.  Ward’s  reso- 
lution of276. 

The  queen  of  England  was  to  visit  Germany  in  the  early  part 
of  July,  instant. 

A motion  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  drunken- 
ness was  negatived,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a subject  of 
legislation. 

The  chancellor  of  the  e.xcheqticr  had  expressed  the  willing- 
ness of  government  to  vote  relief  to  the  Polish  exiles. 

An  address  signed  by  230,000  of  the  lay  subjects  of  the  king 
had  been  presented  to  his  majesty,  praying  him  to  preserve  the 
national  church  in  the  integrity  of  her  rights  and  privileges,  and 
in  her  alliance  with  the  state. 

The  weather  was  unfavorable  and  the  crops  had  been  Inju- 
riously affected. 

rORTUOAL. 

The  following  is  the.  official  copy  of  the  amnesty  granted  by 
the  constitutional  government  of  Portugal: 

Desiring  to  give  an  irrefragable  testimony  of  clemency,  and 
of  the  seniiftient®  of  love  ae.d  indulgence  with  which  mv  heart 
is  constantly  filled  on  behalf  of  the  Portiigtiese,  who,  deluded 
or  misled  by  error,  by  interested  passions,  nr  by  extraordinary 
cireum-'tances,  have  adhered  to  the  usurpation  until  the  mo- 
ment of  its  final  downfall;  and  being  resolved  on  this  great  act 
at  the  very  moment  of  the  most  signal  victories,  impelled  there- 
to solely  by  my  ardent  desire  to  rally  around  the  throne  of  my 
august  daughter  all  minds,  all  wills  and  all  hearts,  with  an  en- 
tire oblivion  of  past  crime.®  and  opinions;  and  having  heard  th« 
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couucil  of  state,  I have  thought  fit,  in  the  name  of  the  same  au- 
gust senliora,  to  declare  as  follows: 

Article  1.  A general  amnesty  for  all  political  offences  com- 
mitted since  the  31st  of  July,  1826,  is  granted  to  all  persons 
who  may  submit,  or  shall  offer  to  submit,  to  the  government  of 
her  most  faithful  majesty  wilhin  forty-eight  hours  alter  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  decree  in  the  chief  places  of  the  districts  (Ca- 
becas  de  Concelhos),  by  presenting  themselves  to  the  local  au- 
thorities, from  whom  they  will  receive  safe  conducts,  such  per- 
sons not  having  been  previously  obliged  to  submit  by  force  of 
arms.  Those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  this  amnesty  re- 
main subject  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws. 

Sec.  1.  The  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  31st  of  August, 
1833,  is  suspended  with  respect  to  the  persons  comprehended 
in  the  amnesty,  until  the  cortes  shall  deliberate  on  their  case. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  have  possession  of  their  property,  but  not 
power  to  alienate  the  same  until  the  decision  of  the  cortes. 

Sec.  3.  The  amnesty  does  not  include  restitution  of  ecclesi- 
astical, political  and  civil  offices,  nor  of  crown  property,  nor 
of  orders,  commanderies  and  pensions;  neither  does  it  extend 
lo  offences  against  individuals,  nor  exempt  from  responsibility 
to  the  prejudice  of  third  parties. 

Art.  II.  The  military  officers  comprehended  in  the  amnesty, 
who  shall,  within  the  period  prescribed  in  ai  iiele  [.  swear  fidel- 
itv  to  the  queen’s  government,  shall  retain  their  commissions 
legally  conferred,  and  the  government  will  provide  for  their 
subsistence  in  proportion  to  their  rank. 

The  ministers  and  secretaries  of  slate  of  all  the  departments 
are  to  hold  this  decree  to  be  thus  understood,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  executed. 

DON  PEDRO,  duke  of  Braganza, 

BENTO  PEREIRA  DO  CARMO, 

JOSE  DA  SILVA  CARVALHO, 
AGOSTINHO  JOSE  FREIRE, 

JOAaUIM  ANTONIO  D’AGUIAR, 
FRANCISCO  SIMOENS  MARGIOCHI. 

Palace  of  the  necessidades,  May  27,  1834. 

— @ 044.*  — 


EXPORTS  OF  COTTON. 

The  quantity  of  cotton  exported  in  1833,  was  a little  larger 
than  in  any  preceding  year,  and  its  value  nearly  as  great  as  in 
the  speculation-year  of  1825— but  the  quantity  was  very  differ  ent. 
In  1825— Sea  Island  lbs.  9,665,278 

- Other  166,784,629 

lbs.  176,449,907 

Value — dollars  36,346,649 


1833 — Sea  Island 
Other 


11,142,987 
31. 3, .555,6 17 


Ihs.  324,698,604 


Value— dollars  36,191,105 
Less  in  quantity  148  millions  of  pounds  in  1825!— but  greater 
in  value  155,000  dollars,  as  compared  with  1833. 

The  following  is  a schedule  showing  the  value  of  the  cotton 
exported  in  each  year,  from  1821  to  1833,  inclusive. 


Sea  island. 

1821  lbs.  11,344,066 

1822  11,250,635 

1823  12,136,688 

1824  9,525,722 

1825  9,665,278 

1826  5,972,852 

1827  15,140,798 

1828  11,288,419 

1829  12,833,307 

1830  8,147,165 

1831  8,311,762 

1832  8,743,373 

1833  11,142,987 
Average  price  of  cotton  1825 

1833 


Other, 
lbs.  113,549,339 
133,4»I,460 
161,586,582 
132,843,941 
166,784,629 
198,562,563 
279,169,317 
199,302,044 
252,003,879 
290,311,937 
268,668,022 
313,471,749 
313,555,617 


Value. 

$20,157,484 
24,035,058 
20,445,520 
21, -947, 40 1 
36,346,649 
25,025,214 
29,359,545 
22,487,229 
26,575,311 
29.674,883 
25,289,492 
31,724,682 
36,191,105 
21  cents. 
11  “ 


To  the  editor  of  the  Liverpool  Mercury. 

Sir:  As  it  may  not  be  unamusing  to  your  readers,  I beg  to 
lay  before  you  and  them  (provided  you  do  me  the  favor  to  in- 
sert it  in  your  valuable  paper)  the  subjoined  statement,  obtain- 
ed from  an  experienced  and  intelligent  merchant,  illustrative  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  growth  of  cotton.  One  of  our  brokers, 
of  utrquestionable  industry  and  talent,  estimates  tire  population 
deriving  employment  from  this  source,  to  be  one  and  a half 
millions  of  persons  of  both  sexes;  but  I do  not  hesitate  to  slate 
that  at  least  three  millions  derive,  in  one  way  or  other,  a liveli- 
hood from  its  extensive  introduction  into  this  courUry.  And, 
as  equally  interesting  and  curious,  I have  to  add  that,  by  treaty, 
this  now  very  important  staple  article  of  commerce  was  stipu- 
lated, in  1794,  not  so  to  be  imported  into  this  country,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  extract: 

EXTRACT  FROM  TWELFTH  ARTICLE. 

“Provided  always,  that  the  said  American  vessels  do  carry 
and  land  their  cargoes  in  the  United  Slates  only,  it  being  ex- 
pressly agreed  and  declared,  that,  during  the  continuance  of 
this  article,  the  United  States  will  prohibit  and  restrain  the  car- 
rying of  any  molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  cocoa  or  cotton,  in  Ameri- 
can vessels,  either  from  his  majesty’s  islands,  or  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,  to  any  part  of  the  world,  except  the  United  States, 
reasonable  sea  stores  excepted.”  “Dated  at  London,  Novem- 
ber 10, 1794.  JOHN  JAY.” 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  X.  Z. 

Rwnford  street,  January  16,  1834. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  cotton 
verpool  from  the  United  Stales  of  America: 
[In  1785  5 bags 

1786  6 bugs 

1787  108  bags 

1788  289  bags 


imported  into  Li- 

in  3 vessels, 
in  2 vessels, 
in  6 vessels, 
in  3 vessels. 


401  total  in  4 years. 

The  vessels’  names  are  given,  &c,  but  it  does  not  seem  use- 
ful to  repeat  them.] 

Ill  1822,  292,300  bags  into  Liverpool.  The  growth  of  the 
slates  is  about  550,000  bags,  of  nearly  three  hundred  weight  each, 
which  is  principally  worked  up  in  Great  Britain:  80  to  100,003 
bags  in  the  U.  feCtales,  and  about  the  same  quantity  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe.  General  Payer,  a proprietor  o(  an  extensive 
estate  in  Barbudoes,  look  the  seed  from  thence  to  Georgia,  soon 
after  the  peace  of  the  American  war,  w'hich  was  the  beginning 
of  the  growth  of  cotton  in  the  United  States.  There  is  every 
probability  of  an  increased  growth  lo  meet  the  increased  de- 
mand that  there  appears  to  be  for  it;  and  reference  to  the  an- 
nual statement  issued  under  date  of  the  31st  December,  1833, 
will  show  that  the  growth  has  increased  so  rapidly,  and  by  con- 
sequence the  consumption  also,  that  the  import  from  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  during  that  year  is  620,501  bales. 

THE  LAW  OF  NATURE— OR  SELF  PRESERVATION. 

A large  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  but 
of  no  particular  state  or  territory,  and  without  the  pale  of  the 
regular  operations  of  the  law,  are  collected  at  a place  called 
Bubuque^s  mines,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  north  of  the  state 
of  Missouri. 

But  they  feel  the  necessity  of  law,  and  in  the  matter  stated 
in  the  following  narrative,  gave  effect  lo  what  they  regarded  as 
the  law,  even  in  its  extreme  operation. 

We  record  it  as  a curiosity. 

From  the  Galenian,  June  23. 

TRIAL  AND  EXECUTION  OF  PATRICK  O’CONNER. 

On  the  25ih  ult.  at  about  5 o’clock,  P.  M.  report  was  that 
Patrick  O’Conner  had  killed  George  O’Keefe,  upon  which,  by 
agrceiiienl  of  the  citizens,  near  the  tragic  scene,  an  inquest  was 
held  over  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  the  verdict  lendered  by 
the  jury  was,  that  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  being  shot 
by  Patrick  O’Conner. 

O’Conner  was  arrested  by  mutual  consent  ofall  parties,  and, 
on  the  next  day,  was  duly  tried,  by  a juiy  of  twelve  citizens, 
taken  from  the  multitude.  Privilege  was  given  to  the  prisoner 
to  object  to  all  such  as  lie  chose  not  to  be  tried  by,  and  he  made 
no  objections  to  the  mode  of  trial.  He  was  allowed  tlie  privi- 
lege of  choosing  a friend  to  counsel  with  him,  and  assist  in  con- 
ducting the  trial. 

After  the  jury  were  sworn,  the  witnesses  were  called,  and 
testified  as  follows: 

On  the  29th  of  May,  (a  rainy  day),  George  O’Keefe,  the  part- 
ner ill  business,  and  resident  and  joint  owner  of  the  same  house 
with  O’Conner,  and  two  of  the  witnesses,  also  residents  of  the 
same  house,  came  home  from  the  village  of  Dubuque,  and  found 
the  door  of  the  house  bolted.  On  asking  O’Conner  lo  admit 
them,  he  (O’Conner)  refused  them  admittance.  They  still  so 
liciled  admittance,  but  were  as  often  refused.  The  rain  falling 
rapidly,  they  commenced  pushing  the  door  till  it  opened.  And, 
oil  the  instant  the  door  came  open,  O’Conner  fired,  and  O’Keefe 
fell  dead.  He  only  lived  to  say  “Lord  have  mercy.”  A ball, 
or  slug,  from  the  same  fire,  passed  through  the  clothes  of  one  of 
the  witnesses.  The  witnesses  then  gave  the  alarm,  the  neigh- 
bors collected  and  arrested  the  prisoner. 

Iffie  gun  which  he  fired,  belonged  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  and 
when  they  left  the  house,  about  three  hours  previous,  it  was 
not  loaded,  nor  were  there  any  balls  suited  to  the  calibre  of  the 
gun  (musket).  There  were  seven  perforations  through  O’Keefe’s 
body,  supposed  to  be  made  with  slugs  of  lead. 

It  was  proved  that  at  some  time  prior  to  the  murder,  O’Con- 
ner stated  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  “that  a certain  piece  of  pa- 
per with  which  he  had  been  presented  by  O’Keefe,  [believed  to 
have  been  a writ  of  arbitration  issued  by  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent of  the  lead  mines,  to  settle  a difl'erence  between  O’Con- 
ner and  O’Keefe,  which  is  the  usual  means  adopted  for  such 
purposes],  would  yet  prove  O’Keefe’s  death  warrant.”  It  was 
also  proved  that  during  all  the  time  of  variance  between  O’Con- 
ner and  the  deceased,  the  conduct  of  O'Conner  towards  O’Keefe 
was  rough,  abusive  and  disorderly,  while  O’Keefe  treated  O’Con- 
ner with  great  forbearance  and  mildness,  but  no  quarrel  had 
taken  place  between  them  on  the  day, of  the  murder.  It  wag 
also  proved  that  O’Conner,  on  the  same  evening  of  the  murder, 
said  he  was  glad  he  had  killed  O’Keefe,  and  wished  he  had  kill- 
ed one  or  two  more,  but  after  being  spoken  to  and  reprimanded 
for  such  expressions,  then  expressed  a regret  that  the  affair  had 
happened. 

The  jury  then  retired,  and  after  a session  of  about  two  hours, 
returned  the  following  verdict. 

We,  the  jury  selected  to  tiy  Patrick  O’Conner,  for  the  mur- 
der of  George  O’Keefe,  on  the  29tli  inst.  after  examining  the 
witnesses  on  oath,  and  atientively  healing  and  considering  the 
testimony  against  the  prisoner,  do  unanimously  agree  that  the 
said  O’Conner  is  guilty  of  murder  in  the  highest  degree,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  the  said  O’Conner  has  done  an  act  which, 
in  a land  of  laws,  would  forfeit  his  life.  And  inasmuch  as  Uie 
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*«curity  of  the  lives  of  the  good  citizens  of  this  country  requires 
that  an  example  should  be  made,  to  preserve  order  and  to  con- 
vince evil  disposed  persons  that  this  is  not  a place  where  the 
lives  of  men  may  be  taken  with  impunity— we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  said  O’Conner  should  be  carefully  secured  until  theSOih 
day  of  June,  and  that,  at  the  hour  of  12  o’clock,  of  said  day,  the 
said  Patrick  O’Conner  be  conducted  to  the  place  of  execution, 
and  there  be  hung  by  the  neck  until  he  is  dead. 

WOODBURY  MASSEY, 

M.  L.  ATCHESON, 

JAMES  SMITH, 

JESSE  M.  HARRISON, 
JAMES  McCABE, 
NICHOLAS  CARROLL, 

J.  B.  WEBBER, 

AMBROSE  M.  MEEKER, 
SAMUEL  W.  BAIRD, 
WILLIAM  COLLINS, 
THOMAS  CHILD, 
THOMAS  McCRANY. 

Duluqtie,  May  30, 1834. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  of  a meeting  held  prior  to 
the  execution,  for  adopting  the  necessary  measures,  &c. 

Dubuque,  June  17,  1834. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Dubuque’s  mines,  held  this 
day,  pursuant  to  a public  notice,  Milo  H.  Prentice  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  lUm.  fVarren  appointed  secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  duly  explained  by 
Milo  IL  Prentice,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted: 

Resolved,  ThatL.  Wheeler  be  requested  to  take  command  of 
a company  of  volunteers,  to  act  as  guard  at  the  execution  of 
Patrick  Conner,  on  the  20th  inst. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  appoint  a committee  of  three, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  execution  and  bu- 
rial of  said  Patrick  O’Conner. 

Committee— W.  J.  Madden,  Thos.  R.  Brazer  and  James 
Langworthy. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Mams  be  requested  to  act  as  sheriff 
on  the  day  of  execution. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  collect 
sums  to  defray  the  necessary  expense  that  shall  occur  for  the 
keeping,  executing,  burial,  &c.  of  said  O’Conner. 

Committee — M.  L.  Atcheson,  J.  S.  Larein  and  VVm.  A.  War- 
ren. 

Resolved,  That  the  sheriff  he  allowed  the  sum  of  seventy-five 
dollars  for  the  keeping  and  execution  of  said  O’Conner;  and 
after  all  necessary  expenses  are  paid,  if  there  is  any  thing  over 
or  above  that  amount,  the  same  to  go  to  the  executioner. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  adjourn  sine  die. 

MILO  H.  PRENTICE,  chairman. 

Wm.  A.  Warren,  secretary. 

The  above  is  a brief  narration  of  all  the  circumstances  relat- 
ing to  the  unfortunate  affair  at  Dubuque,  which  terminated  the 
life  of  O’Conner  on  the  20th  inst. 

At  12  o’clock,  on  the  day  of  execution,  the  prisoner  was 
taken  from  his  place  of  confineincnt,  under  a guard  of  a com- 
pany of  volunteers,  commanded  by  L.  Wheeler,  to  the  place  of 
execution,  wliere  had  assembled  about  1,500  citizens.  He  was 
placed  on  a cart,  the  rope  was  made  fast  to  the  gallows,  when 
the  cart  was  driven  away,  leaving  the  prisoner  suspended  be- 
tween the  heavens  and  the  earth. 

The  whole  proceedings  were  carried  on  with  the  utmost  re- 
gularity and  good  order.  By  mutual  consent  of  all,  every  coffee 
house  was  kept  closed,  and  not  a drop  of  spirits  was  sold  until 
after  the  execution. 

It  is  well  known  that  several  cases  of  homicide  had  been 
eommitted  west  of  the  Mississippi,  previous  to  the  above,  and 
no  courts  have  yet  taken  cognizance  of  them.  And  whether 
there  exists  atiy  legal  jurisdiction  over  that  country  or  not, 
may,  perhaps,  be  made  a question:  but  if  there  exists  no  means 
r>f  application  of  the  laws  over  that  region,  it  then  follows  that 
their  own  safety  and  preservation  depend  on  regulations  of 
their  own  adoption.  Circumstances  rendered  it  indispensable 
to  put  a check  to  the  almost  daily  crimes  which  the  vicious  per- 
sons thought  there  was  no  law  to  punish.  And  as  law,  in  every 
country,  emanates  from  the  people,  and  is,  in  fact,  whether 
writteti  or  not,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  certain  rules  of  ac- 
tion by  which  a people  agree  to  be  governed,  the  unanimous 
agreement  among  that  people  to  put  a man  to  death  for  the 
crime  of  murder,  rendered  the  act  legal  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. 

There  is  but  one  opinion  on  the  subject  here;  and  that  is,  that 
the  people,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  the  whole  affair, 
have  done  themselves  and  the  country  much  credit,  and  been 
the  means  of  preventing  the  repetition  of  murders.  They  have 
taught  the  world  that  the  people  are  the  basis  of  the  law,  even 
where  no  written  law  can  be  applied. 

The  general  character  of  the  exeeuted  criminal  might  be 
pleaded  in  farther  justification  of  their  proceedings.  His  whole 
character,  since  his  residence  in  this  country,  (about  six  years) 
h.as  been  marked  with  crimes  and  malconduct  of  the  blackest 
hue.  Threatening  live.«,  assaults  and  batteries,  with  intent  to 
kill,  arson,  at  divers  times  aurl  places,  have  been  among  the 
common  nets  of  his  life  for  the  last  six  years. 
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An  act  giving  the  consent  of  congress  to  an  agreement  or  com- 
pact entered  into  between  the  state  ot  New  York  and  the 

state  of  New  Jersey,  respecting  the  territorial  limits  and  ju- 
risdiction of  said  states. 

Whereas  commissioners  duly  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  commissioners  duly  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing 
upon  and  settling  the  jurisdiction  and  territorial  litnifs  of  the 
two  states,  have  executed  certain  articles,  which  are  contained 
in  the  words  following,  viz: 

Agreement  made  and  entered  into  by  and  between  Benjamin 
F.  Butler,  Peter  Augustus  Jay  and  llenry  Heynioiir,  couimis- 
sioiicrs  duly  appointed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  New  York,  in 
pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  entitled 
‘‘ati  act  concerning  the  teiritorial  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  of  New  York  and  the  state  of  New  Jersey,”  passed  Janu- 
ary 18th,  183.3,  of  the  one  part;  and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen, 
atid  James  Parker,  and  Lucius  U.  C.  Ulmer,  commissioners, 
duly  appointed  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  state  of  New  Jer- 
sey, in  pursuance  ofati  act  of  the  legislature  of  said  state,  enti- 
tled “an  act  liir  the  settlement  of  the  territorial  limits  and  juris- 
diction hetween  the  states  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,” 
passed  February  6th,  1833,  of  the  other  part. 

Jirlicle  first.  The  boundary  line  between  the  two  states  of 
New  York  and  New  Jersey,  from  a point  in  the  middle  of  Hud- 
son river,  0|iposite  the  point  on  the  W'est  shore  thereof,  in  the 
forty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  as  heretofore  ascertained 
and  marked,  to  the  main  sea,  shall  be  the  middle  of  the  said 
river,  of  the  bay  of  New  York,  of  the  waters  between  Staten 
Island  and  New  Jersey,  and  of  the  Raritan  Bay,  to  the  main  sea; 
except  as  hereinafter  otherw’ise  particularly  mentioned. 

Jlrticle  second.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  retain  its  pre- 
sent jurisdiction  of  and  over  Bedlow’s  and  Ellis’  island;  and 
shall  also' retain  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  the  other 
islands  lying  in  the  waters  above  mentioned,  and  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  state. 

Article  third.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  and  enjoy 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  the  bay  of 
New  York;  and  of  and  overall  the  waters  of  Hudson  river  lying 
west  of  Manhattan  Island,  and  to  the  south  of  the  mouth  of 
Spuytenduy  vel  creek;  and  of  and  over  the  lands  covered  by  the 
said  waters  to  the  low  water  mark  on  the  westerly  or  New  Jer- 
sey side  thereof;  subject  to  the  following  rights  of  property  and 
of  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey;  that  is  to  say: 

1.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
property  in  and  to  the  land  under  water  lying  west  of  the  mid- 
dle of  the  bay  of  New  Y’ork,  and  west  of  the  middle  of  that  part 
of  the  Hudson  river  which  lies  between  Manhattan  Island  and 
New  Jersey. 

2.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  and  over  the  wharves,  docks  and  improvements,  made 
and  to  be  made  on  the  shore  of  said  slate;  and  of  and  over  all 
vessels  aground  on  said  shore,  or  fastened  to  any  such  wharf  or 
dock;  except  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the  qua- 
rantine or  health  laws,  and  laws  in  relation  to  passengers,  of 
the  stale  of  New  York,  which  now  exist  or  which  may  hereaf- 
ter be  passed. 

3.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  fisheries  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  middle  of  the 
said  waters;  provided,  that  the  navigation  be  not  obstructed  or 
hindered. 

Article  fourth.  The  stale  of  New  York  shall  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  and  over  the  waters  of  the  Kill  Van  Kull,  be- 
t.veen  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey  to  the  westernmost  end 
of  Shooter’s  Island,  in  respect  to  such  quarantine  laws  and  laws 
relating  to  passengers,  as  now  exist  or  may  hereafter  be  passed 
under  the  authority  of  that  stale,  and  for  executing  the  same; 
and  the  said  state  shall  also  have  exclusive  jurisdiction,  for  the 
like  purposes,  of  and  over  the  waters  of  the  sound  from  the 
westernmost  end  of  Shooter’s  Island  to  VVoodbridge  creek,  as 
to  all  vessels  bound  to  any  port  in  the  said  stale  of  New  York. 

Article  fifth.  The  state  of  New  Jersey  shall  have  and  enjoy 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  the  sound 
between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  lying  south  of  Wood- 
bridge  creek,  and  of  and  over  all  the  waters  of  Raritan  bay,  ly- 
ing westward  of  a line  drawn  from  the  light  house  at  Prince’s 
b.ay  to  the  mouth  of  Mattavan  creek,  subject  to  the  following 
rights  of  properly  and  of  jurisdiction  of  the  slate  of  New  Y'ork 
that  is  to  say:  * 

1.  The  state  of  New  York  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
property  in  and  to  the  laud  under  water,  lying  hetween  the  mid- 
dle of  said  waters  and  Staten  Island. 

2.  The  stale  of  New  Y"ork  shall  have  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  and  over  the  wharves,  docks  and  improvements,  made 
and  to  be  made  on  the  shore  of  Staten  Island,  and  of  and  over 
all  vessels  aground  on  said  shore,  or  fastened  to  any  such  wharf 
or  dock,  except  that  the  said  vessels  shall  be  subject  to  the  qua- 
rantine or  health  laws,  and  laws  in  relation  to  passengers,  of 
the  slate  of  New  Jersey,  which  now  exist  or  which  may  here- 
after be  passed. 

3.  The  stale  of  New  York  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  fisheries  between  the  shore  of  Staten  Island,  and 
the  middle  of  the  said  waters;  provided,  that  the  navigation  of 
the  said  waters  be  not  obstructed  or  hindered. 

Article  sixth.  Criminal  process,  under  the  authority  of  the 
state  of  New’  Jersey,  against  any  person  accused  of  an  offence 
committed  within  that  stale,  or  committed  on  board  ofany  ves- 
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sel  being  under  the  e.iclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  state  as  afore- 
said, or  committed  against  tlie  regulations  made,  or  to  be  made 
by  that  state,  in  relation  to  the  tisiieries  mentioned  in  the  tiiird 
article;  and  also  civil  process  issued  under  tlie  aiuliority  of  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  against  any  person  domiciled  in  that  state, 
or  against  property  taken  out  ol  that  state  to  evade  the  laws 
thereof;  may  he  served  upon  any  of  the  said  waters,  within  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  York,  unless  snch 
person  or  properly  shall  he  on  hoard  a vessel  aground  upon,  or 
fastened  to  the  shore  of  the  state  of  New  York,  or  (astened  to  a 
wharf  adjoining  thereto,  or  unless  snch  person  shall  be  under 
arrest,  or  such  property  shall  he  under  seizure,  by  virtue  of  pro- 
cess or  authority  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

Article  seventh.  Criminal  process,  issued  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  state  of  New  York,  against  any  person  accused  of  an 
offence  committed  within  iliat  state,  or  committed  on  board  of 
any  vessel  being  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  state 
as  aforesaid,  or  committed  against  the  regulations  made  or  to 
be  made  by  that  state,  in  relation  to  tlie  fisheries  mentioned  in 
the  fifth  article;  and  also  civil  process  issued  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  state  of  New  York  against  any  person  domiciled  in 
that  state,  or  against  property  taken  out  of  that  state,  to  evade 
the  laws  thereof,  may  be  served  upon  any  of  the  said  waters 
within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  un- 
less such  person  or  property  shall  be  on  board  a ves":el  aground 
upon  or  fastened  to  the  shore  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  or  fas- 
tened to  a wharf  adjoining  thereto,  or  unless  such  person  shall 
be  under  arrest,  or  such  property  shall  be  under  seizure,  by  vir- 
tue of  process  or  authority  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

Article  eighth.  This  agreement  shall  become  binding  on  the 
two  states  when  confirmed  by  the  legislatures  thereof,  respec- 
tively, and  when  approved  by  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates. 

Done  in  four  parks,  (two  of  which  are  retained  by  the  com- 
missioners of  New  York  to  be  delivered  to  the  governor  of  that 
state,  and  the  other  two  of  which  are  retained  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  New  Jersey,  to  he  delivered  to  the  governor  of  that 
stale),  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  sixteenth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
fifty-eighth.  B.  F.  BUTLER, 

PETER  AUGUSTUS  JAY, 
HENRY  SEYMOUR, 

THEO.  FRELINGHUYSEN, 
JAMES  PARKER, 

LUCIUS  a.  C.  ELMER. 

And  whereas  the  said  agreement  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  said  states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  re- 
spectively, therefore. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.  That  the  consent  of  the  congress  of  the  U. 
Stales  is  hereby  given  to  the  said  agreement,  and  to  each  and 
every  part  and  article  thereof,  provided,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  or  in  any  manner  affect, 
any  right  of  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  in  and  over  the 
islands  or  waters  which  form  the  subject  of  tlie  said  agreement. 
Approved,  28lh  June,  1834. 

An  act  concerning  the  duty  on  lead. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^ c.  That  the  duty  of  three  cents  a pound  on 
lead  in  pigs,  bars,  and  sheets,  shall  be  considered  as  extending 
to  all  articles  manufactured  of  lead,  the  value  of  which  does  not 
exceed  double  that  of  the  raw  material  of  which  it  is  composed, 
e.tcepling  lead  manufactured  into  pipes,  and  old  and  scrap  lead, 
which  shall  pay  the  same  duties  as  heietofore:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  section  shall  extend  to  or  affect  the  present  du- 
ties on  red  and  white  lead,  shot,  sugar  of  lead,  and  litharge. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  section  shall  be  subject  to  the  reductions  in  duties 
provided  for  in  the  act  entitled  “an  act  to  modify  the  act  of  the 
fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
nnd  all  other  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,”  passed  second 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Approved,  30th  June,  1834. 

An  net  to  suspend  the  operations  of  certain  provi.soes  of  “an 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on 
imports,”  approved  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two. 

Beit  enacted,  S(c.  That  the  provisoes  of  the  tenth  and  twelfth 
clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
Beveral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  passed  July  fourteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
suspended  until  the  third  day  of  March  next,  and  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  inquire, 
whether  it  be  necessary  to  except  any  manufactured  articles 
from  the  operation  and  effect  of  those  provisoes,  by  reason  of 
the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the  duties  chargeable  upon  such 
articles,  and  that  he  make  report  to  congress,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session. 

Approved,  June  30th,  1834. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the  several  acta  re- 
specting copy  rights. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled.  That  all  deed 
o'r  instruments  in  writing  for  the  transfer  or  assignment  of  copy- 
ilights  being  proved  or  acknowledged  in  such  manner  as  deeds 
for  the  conveyance  of  land  are  required  by  law  to  be  piroved  or 


acknowledged  in  the  same  state  or  di.-^trict,  shall  and  may  be 
recorded  in  the  office  where  the  original  copy-right  is  deposited 
and  recorded;  ami  every  such  deed  or  insiriimeni  that  .-hall  at 
any  time  hereafter,  be  made  and  executed,  and  which  shall  not 
be  proved  tir  acknowledged  and  recorded  a-  aforesaid,  withm 
xiy  days  sifter  its  execution,  shall  he  judged  fraudulent  and 
void  against  any  subsequent  imrchascr  or  mortage  liir  valuable 
consideration  without  notice. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U further  enacted.  That  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
rict  court  sb;ill  be  entitled  to  such  fees  for  performing  the  ser- 
vices lu  rein  authorised  and  re()uired.  as  he  is  eiuined  to  for 
rforming  like  service.^  under  existing  laws  of  the  United 
Slates. 

Approved,  30ih  June,  1834. 

An  act  auihori.sing  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  make  experi- 
ments for  the  safety  of  the  steam  engine. 

Be  if  enacted,  4’c.  That  the  secretar}'  of  the  navy  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorised  and  empowered  to  examine  and  test  the 
steam  engine  devised  by  Benjamin  Phillips,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
to  employ  said  Phillips,  and  such  other  persons  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  to  make  the  experiment. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  a discretionary  pow- 
er be  vested  in  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  examine  and  test 
such  othfT  improvements  in  the  same  line,  as  may  hereafter  be 
presented,  and  for  that  purpose  to  employ  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  he  may  deem  proper;  and  that  he  report  to  congress  as 
soon  as  may  be,  the  result  of  any  experiment  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  execution,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  ajipropri- 
ated,  be,  and  i.-?  hereby,  appropriated,  and  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  secretary  of  the  navy.  • 

Approved,  30th  June,  1834. 

GOLD  COINS. 

Prepared  expressly  for  Bicknell's  Reporter.^* 
names  ©f  coins.  weight. 

United  States.  dw.gr. 

Eagle,  coined  before  July  31,  1834. . ..11  6 

Do.  coined  after  July  31, 1834 10  18 

Shares  in  proportion. 

FOREIGN  GOLD. 

Brazil. 


Present 


Stand'd 


standard. 


d. 

10  66  5 
10 


.Toliannes,  i in  proportion 

16 

17  06  4 

Dobraon 

30  66  6 

^2  70  6 

Dobra 

.18  6 

16  22  2 

17  30  1 

Moidore,  ’ in  proportion 

. 6 22 

6 14  9 

6 55  7 

Crusado 

, 16i 

59  8 

63  5 

Columbia. 

Doubloons . 

.17  9 

14  56 

15  53  5 

England. 

Guinea,  ^ in  proportion 

. 5 84 

4 79  9 

5 07  5 

Sovereign,  do 

4 57 

4 84  6 

Seven  shilling  piece..., 

. 1 19 

1 60 

1 69  8 

France. 

Double  Louis,  coined  before  1786. . . . 

.10  11 

9 08  7 

9 69  7 

Louis,  do 

. 5 5' 

4 54  1 

4 84  6 

Double  Louis,  coined  since  1786. . . . 

. 9 20 

8 59 

9 15  3 

Louis  do.  do 

. 4 22 

4 29  5 

4 57  6 

Double  Napoleon,  or  40  fr 

7 23  2 

7 70  2 

Napoleon,  or  20  do 

, 4 3 -4 

3 61  6 

3 85  1 

Same  as  the  new  Louis, 

Guinea 

. 5 

4 36  2 

• 4 65  5 

Mexico. 

Doubloons,  shares  in  proportion 

.17  9 

14  56 

15  53  5 

Portugal. 

Dobraon 

30  66  0 

.32  70  6 

Dobra 

16  22  2 

17  30  1 

Johannes 

.18 

16 

17  06  4 

Moidore,  4^  in  proportion 

. 6 22 

6 14  9 

6 55  7 

Pieces  of  16  testoonsjor  l,6b0  rees,. 

. 2 6 

] 99  2 

2 12  1 

Old  crusado  of  400  rees 

. 15 

54  9 

58  8 

New  do.  480  do 

. 104 

59  8 

63  5 

Milree,  coined  in  1755 /.  ...... 

73  2 

78 

Spain. 

Quadruple  pistole,  1772,  double  and 

single  and  shares  in  proportion . . , . 

,.17  84 

15  03 

16  02  8 

Doubloon 

14  ,56 

15  53  5 

Pistole 

3 64 

3 88  4 

Cornilla,  gold  dollar,  or  vintem,  1801 

. 1 3 

92  1 

98  3 

THE  PRECIOUS  METALS. 

From  a late  Fnglish  paper. 

An  elaborate  paper  prepared  in  the  foreign  office  has  been 
laid  before  parliament,  wliich  decides  the  question  as  to  the 
comparative  productions  of  the  American  gold  and  silver  mines 
during  the  last  ten  years,  ending  with  1829,  and  the  periods  im- 
mediately preceding.  This  return  exhibits  a material  falling  off; 
and  allhough  much  of  the  diminution  may,  perhaps,  fairly  he 
attributed  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  countries  in  which  the 
mines  are  situated,  still  there  is  abundant  reason  for  conclud- 
ing that  the  source  itself  is  approaching  to  exhaustion.  From 
this  curious  document  we  make  the  following  abstract: — From 
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1790  to  1809,  the  mines  of  Me.tico  yielded  pold  to  the  value 
of  £4,5:23,078,  silver  £94,429,303,  those  of  raiiama,  gold 

£223,.518,  silver  ; Chili,  Rold,  £803.974,  silver  £914.73t>; 

JJueiios  Ayres,  "Old,  £ 1 ,802,955,  silver  £19,286,830.  From  1810 
to  182l,Mexieo  yielded  tjold,  £ 1 913,075,  silver,  £45,388,729, 
Panama,  j,'old,  £23,608,  silver  — ; Chili,  uold,  £ 1 ,904.514.  silver, 
£878,188;  Hiienos  Ay  res,  tjold,  £2,16 1 ,940;  silver  £7,M>5,842; 
Russia,  "old,  £3,703,743,  silver,  £1,502,981.  'I’lie  returns  trom 
IVloiite  Video  are  too  va"ue  to  lead  to  any  .«afe  results.  'I'he 
comparative  increase  or  decrease  iti  periods  of  ten  year.s  as  Idl 
lows: — Mexico  frotn  1790  to  1799  and  1800  to  1809,  tti  gold  tin 
increase  16  1-lOlh,  in  silver  a decrease  of  2 2-5ths,  oti  the 
wlKde  decrease  of  1 3 5ths,  a.s  comjiared  with  the  fir.n  period; 
Irom  1800  to  9;  in  "old  a decrease  of  30,  of  silver  a decrease  of 
forty  eight  three-filths,  on  the  whole  a decrease  of  forty  seven 
four  fifths  as  compared  with  the  first  period;  frotn  1820  to  1829 
in  "old-a  decrease  of  78  7-lOihs  silver  a decrease  of  56  2 5tlis, 
on  the  whole  a decrease  of  .57  2-5lhs,  as  coui(iared  with  the 
first  period.  Pattaiiia  from  1790  to  1799  and  1800  to  1809;  in 
gold  a decrease  of  117  lOths  as  compared  with  the  first  period, 
from  1810  to  1819,  a decrease  of  93  3 10th;  1820  to  1829,  a de 
crease  of  86  4-5lhs.  Chili  from  1790  to  1799  and  1800  to  1809, 
in  gold  an  increase  of  65  4-5ths,  silver  a decrease  of  31,  on  the 
whole  an  increase  of  4 3-5lhs,  1810  to  1819  in  gold  an  increase 
of  330i,  silver  an  increase  of  30  4 5ths,  on  the  whole  an 
increase  of  148  3 5lhs;  1820  to  1829,  in  gold  an  increase  of 
65  2 5ths,  silver  a decrease  of  81  3-lOths;  on  the  whole  a tie- 
crease  of  31  9 60ihs.  Buenos  Ayre.s  1790  to  1799  and  1800  to 
1809,  in  gold  an  increase  tif  45  4-5th.«,  silver  a decrease  of 
23  4-5ths,  on  the  whole  a decrease  of  19  l-5th,  1809  to  1819  in 
gold  an  increase  of  42  3 5lhs,  silver  a decrease  of  51,  on  the 
whole  a decrea.se  of  51  1-2;  1820  to  1829,  in  gold  an  increase 
of  42  3-5ihs,  silver  a decrease  of  70,  on  the  whole  a decrease 
of  62  3-5lhs.  From  1820  to  1829  Russia  produced  in  gold 
£3,703,743,  in  silver,  £1,502,981.  On  the  produce  of  the  whole 
of  these  mines,  therelore,  frotn  1790  to  1799,  attd  from  1800  to 
1800,  there  has  been,  as  compared  with  the  first  period,  in  gold 
an  increase  of  26  4-5lli3  silver,  a decrease  of  6 3 5ths,  on  the 
whole  a decrease  of  4 4 5lhs;  from  1810  to  1819,  in  gold  an  itt 
crease  of  20  2-5ths,  silver  a decrease  of  49  1-2.  on  the  whole 
a decrease  of  45  4-5lhs;  atid  from  1820  to  1829,  in  gold  an  in- 
crease of  74  3 5th.s,  silver  a decrease  of  56  3-5ths,  and  on  the 
whole  a decrease  of  49  7-lOths. 

— - 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

From  the  New  York  JJmerican,  of  July  14. 

We  lay  before  our  readers,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  an- 
nexed letters,  which  shew  with  what  promptness  the  bank  en- 
deavors to  meet,  so  far  a.s  it  can  at  the  moment,  the  wishes  of 
the  New  York  committee,  in  behalf  of  the  bitsiness  community. 

The  declaration  thus  made  by  the  bank,  that  all  curtailmetits 
have  ceased,  and  the  implied  pledge  that,  as  occasion  requires, 
a gradual  and  cautious  enlargement  of  its  loans  shall  be  made, 
constitute  most  important  information  to  the  state  hanks  gener 
ally,  and  to  the  great  body  of  merchants  and  traders  in  shaping 
their  future  business: 

New  York,  \0t.h  July,  1834. 

Sir:  At  a meeting  of  many  merchants,  and  others  interested 
in  commerce,  in  this  city,  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  express  to  you,  and  to  the  hoard  of  directors  of 
the  United  Stales  bank,  over  which  you  preside,  the  following 
views: 

A large  portion  of  the  difliculties  under  which  the  commer- 
cial community  have  labored  for  some  months  past,  has  arisen 
from  the  restrictions  deemed  necessary  on  the  part  of  ilie  hank 
of  the  United  Stales,  in  the  differences  existing  between  the 
executive  of  the  general  government  and  it;  and  so  long  as 
there  seemed  just  ground  for  the  continuance  of  such  restric- 
tions upon  its  issues  and  accommodations  to  tlie  mercantile 
public;  all  efforts  of  the  New  York  commercial  men  were  con- 
fined, to  endeavor  to  render  them  as  little  burdensome  ns  possi- 
ble, and  to  endure  them  with  the  firmness  and  by  the  sacrifice, 
called  forth  by  evils  deemed  inevitable.  All  agree  that  the  pres- 
sure has  been  one  of  the  most  severe,  and  the  most  extensive, 
ever  known  in  our  country;  and  that  it  has  been  sustained  in  a 
manner  to  elevate  the  character,  and  to  make  known  the  re- 
sources, of  our  mercantile  community, 

So  long  as  congress  contintted  in  session  it  was  not  deemed 
hopeless  to  look  for  some  decision  upon  the  great  questions  of 
finance,  which  were  agitating  our  country  from  its  centre  to  its 
extremities,  and  that  measures  of  relief  would  naturally  have 
flowed  from  the  definitive  action  of  the  national  legislature;  but 
disappointed  in  this  expectation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
time  has  now  arrived  wluen  the  United  States  bank,  in  safety 
beyond  all  contingency,  with  resources  abundant,  and  incre.as- 
jng  beyotid  all  example,  can,  and  ought,  to  come  fiirwnrd  to  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country; 
and  we  will  not  doubt  its  concurrence  with  us  in  these  views, 
which  so  naturally  result  from  premises,  which  must  be  equally 
apparent  to  it  and  to  us. 

In  the  true  spirit  which  should  ever  characterise  the  inter 
course  between  mercantile  men,  and  the  direction  of  the  great 
organ  of  commerce,  a nntiounl  hank,  (and  in  the  increased  nc- 
ce.ssity  for  such  an  institution,  our  latter  experience  confirms 
our  former  opinions)  we  will  frankly  state  our  views  to  be,  that 
the  system  of  restriction  adopted  by  the  bank,  the  last  autumn, 
should  now  he  entirely  abandoned,  nnd  in  its  stead,  that  a course 
of  free  and  useful  enlargement  of  its  loans  should  be  substitut- 


ed, to  the  extent  of  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollara— at  such 
place-.  III  such  amounts,  and  in  such  a manner  as  may  most 
I rt'ei  iiially  re-iore  the  opeiatioiis  of  the  bank  to  its  former  he- 
in  ficial  influi  MCc,  and  iium  i the  object  proposed,  ol  reviving 
public  conlid*  ncc,  and  ol  giving  n lieCaiid  -iippori  to  a cnmmii- 
miy  accii'iomed  to  n ly  upon  bank  facilities,  for  the  comiiience- 
mcni  and  continuance  of  their  usual  commerce  and  trade. 
Thc-e  ot  hue  have  been  most  iiiilorliinalcl  v iiilei  rupted,  if  not 
paralysed;  and  cannot  he  generally  or  iiseliilly  renewed,  except 
by  the  full  and  free  co  operaiinii  of  the  United  Slates  bank  as 
now  indicated,  especially  by  ihosc  who,  although  rich  in  enter- 
prise, skill  and  character,  are  yet  deficient  iii  actual  capital — a 
class  which  coiisiiitiies  the  bone  and  sinew  of  our  community 
— and  is  destined,  ere  long,  unless  prevented  by  a coiiiiiiuance 
of  untoward  events,  to  furnish  leading  men  in  influence  and 
wealth. 

By  such  a course,  adopted  by  the  United  States  bank,  public- 
ly proclaimed  and  zi'aloiisly  (lersevered  in,  lor  twelve  inonilis 
at  least,  (which  will  aflord  ample  lime  for  any  measures  of  pre- 
caution on  its  i>arl,  prior  to  1836),  the  most  hem  ficial  conse- 
quences would  be  secured — the  almost  extinct  impulse  of  pri- 
vate credit  would  be  revived— many  of  the  great  evils  of  our 
preseiii  condition  would  he  removed — the  usual  faciliiies  of  bii- 
sines.s  in  all  its  ramifications  would  be  promoted — the  recent 
lesson  of  siifi'ering  would  be  a security  against  overtrading — and 
the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  nation  would,  at  least  ineasurn- 
bly,  re-iiiue  activity,  vigor  and  prosperity. 

The  intercourse  of  the  bank,  with  its  customers,  would  thus 
be  replaced  upon  its  former  fooling  of  mutual  benefit,  and  the 
I interest  of  both  be  ftromoted  by  so  natural  and  wise  a jiolicy; 
which  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage,  should  be  of  the  longest 
possible  duration,  tind  be  so  tmderstood  by  all  parlies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servants, 

(Signed)  JAMES  BROWN, 

JOHN  HAGGERTY, 

JA.MES  G.  KING, 

CHARLES  H.  RUSSELL. 
GEORGE  GRISWOLD, 
THOS.  TILESTON, 

J.  W.  LEAVITT, 

JO.  GOODHUE, 

JOHN  A.  STEPHENS. 

To  N.  Biddle,  esq.  president  of  the  U.  S.  bank,  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  July  llth,  1834. 
Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  10th  itistant,  which  was  itnmediately  submitted  to  the  board 
of  directors,  from  whotn  it  could  not  fail  to  receive  the  respect- 
ful consideration  due  to  the  signers  of  it. 

The  general  subject  of  which  it  treats  has,  as  yoti  may  na- 
turally suppose,  engaged  the  eaily  atid  anxious  attention  of  the 
directors.  For  some  months  past,  the  principal  objection  of  the 
measures  has  been  to  provide  for  the  safely,  and  to  maintain 
the  credit  of  the  bank,  at  all  hazards.  The  restrictions  upon 
its  business,  which  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  imposing 
for  Ibis  purpose,  w'cre  as  painful  to  the  board  of  directors  as  to 
the  community;  and  they  confidently  trusted  that  the  national 
legislature,  if  it  sanctioned  the  measures  which  rendered  these 
restraints  necessary,  would  have  proviiled  other  means  of  miti- 
gating their  inevitable  pressure.  But  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress without  adopting  any  measures,  either  of  redress  to  the 
bank,  or  of  relief  to  the  community,  places  both  the  bank  and 
the  country  in  a new  relation  to  each  other,  and  impose.s  upon 
the  diminished  ability  of  the  bank  an  extraordinary  demand  for 
its  assistance.  'J’o  that  claim  the  board  of  directors  cannot  be 
insensible.  They  fi.el  that  the  prosperity  of  the  bank  is  com- 
pletely identified  with  that  of  the  country;  and  they  deem  it  not 
merely  a duty  but  a gratification  to  interpose,  whenever  the 
resources  of  the  hank  can  be  safely  employed  in  the  relief 
and  support  of  the  great  interests  of  the  community.  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  27th  ultimo,  when  it  was  perceived  that  con- 
gress was  about  to  adjourn  without  adopting  any  measures  for 
the  relief  of  the  country,  the  hoard  appointed  a committee  to 
consider  the  new  duties  which  that  event  might  devolve  upon 
the  bank,  and  their  report  was  this  day  adopted.  That  report 
contemplates  two  objects.  The  first  i«  to  put  an  immediate 
end  to  all  the  curtailments  of  the  loans  hitherto  directed — a 
measure  which  was  forthwith  adopted.  The  second  regards 
the  future  expansion  of  the  loans  of  the  bank — a subject,  as  you 
are  aware,  of  far  greater  difficulty  and  delicacy.  The  long  ex- 
perience and  the  sagacity  in  business  for  which  so  many  of  you, 
gentlemen,  are  distinguished,  will,  I think,  readily  suggest  to 
you  that  a general  public  declaration  of  a purpose  to  add  to  the 
loans  of  the  bank  a sum  of  from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollars, 
might  be  productive  of  great  disadvantage,  as  well  to  the  bank 
as  to  the  public,  and  that  the  more  prudent  course  of  expansion, 
if  any  be  necessary,  would  be  to  increase  tbe  loans  cauiiotisly 
al  those  points  which  most  require  relief.  I’o  such  a policy  the 
board  are  well  disposed,  and  they  will  proceed  to  the  conside- 
ration of  your  views  with  every  disposition  to  concur  in  them 
so  far  as  the  state  of  the  institution,  and  the  principles  on  which 
they  think  it  prudent  to  conduct  its  affairs,  will  permit.  I have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

N.  president. 

Messrs.  James  Brov'n,  .John  Ilaseerty,  James  G.  Kins,  C.  H. 

Russell,  G.  GrUioold,  Thomas  Tileston,  J.  TV.  Leamtt,  John 
Stevens,  J.  Goodhue,  New  York. 


S&6 
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Note — The  names  and  location  of  the  banks  in  the  states  of 
Delaware,  Ohio  and  South  Carolina,  and  in  the  territories  of 
Florida  and  Michigan,  embraced  in  the  foregoing  abstract,  were 
derived  from  the  February  nujuber  of  “Bicknell’s  Counterfeit 
Detector  and  Bank  Note  List,’’  published  at  Philadelphia. 


NEW  YORK  MOBS. 

From  the  New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  of  July  8. 

“Last  evening  a serious  riot  again  occurred  in  the  Chatham 
street  chapel.  From  the  most  authentic  information  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain  from  eye  witnesses,  the  following  constitute 
the  prominent  facts  of  the  case.  The  New  York  Sacred  Music 
society,  of  which  justice  Lowndes  of  the  police  court  is  the  pre- 
sident, and  Dr.  Rockwell,  vice  president,  have  obtained  a lease 
of  the  chapel  for  $850  a year,  to  be  used  by  them  every  Mon- 
day and  Thursday  nights,  for  the  purpose  of  practising  and  im- 
proving themselves  in  sacred  harmony.  The  society  were  to 
meet  last  night  in  the  chapel,  and  when  they  came,  found  it 
pre  occupied  by  a large  congregation  of  blacks  of  both  sexes; 
the  use  of  it  having  been  hired  to  them  by  some  person  for  $15, 
who  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  in  order  to  hear  a sermon  from 
a colored  man  named  Hughes.  Finding  themselves  excluded 
from  their  own  leased  premises,  by  the  blacks  who  had  as- 
sembled and  filled  the  church,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  to  in- 
form the  blacks  that  they  had  no  right  to  remain. 

For  this  purpose  Dr.  Rockwell  went  among  them,  and  in  the 
mildest  manner,  stated  the  facts  above  enumerated,  but  with- 
out avail,  as  the  blacks  obstinately  refused  to  remove.  Others 
of  the  society  also  made  similar  representations  in  relation  to 
their  rights,  but  the  blacks  still  persisted  in  keeping  possession 
of  the  chapel. 

But  this  was  not  all,  the  anger  of  the  negroes  in  consequence 
of  the  request  to  remove,  was  aroused,  and  they  struck  Dr. 
Rockw'ell,  Mr.  Clark  and  others,  with  canes  loaded  with  leaden 
bullets  on  the  head,  knocked  some  down  and  injured  others 
severely.  The  alarm  was  raised,  crowds  assembled,  the  watch 
called,  and  entering  the  chapel,  expelled  the  whole  congrega- 
tion of  whites  and  blacks,  and  locked  up  the  church.  Previous 
to  this,  however,  a regular  fight  took  place  in  the  interior  of 
the  chapel,  the  lamps  were  broken  to  pieces,  many  of  the  chairs 
and  seats  suffered  a similar  fate,  and  the  house  presented  the 
appearance  of  a battle  field,  where  hostile  armies  had  been  en- 
gaged. Six  or  eight  of  the  blacks  were  arrested  and  carried  to 
the  watch  house,  and  a riot  for  a long  time  reigned  in  the  street. 

As  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan  was  returning  to  his  house,  the  mob 
supposing  him  to  be  in  some  measure  instrumental  in  produc- 
ing the  disorder,  followed  him  with  violent  language,  and  stones 
were  also  hurled  at  his  house.  The  scene  was  one  of  deep  and 
dark  disgrace,  and  many  an  innocent  white  man  suffered  to  ap- 
pease the  negro  wrath. 

From  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  of  July  10. 

It  is  with  pain  that  we  record  the  occurrence  of  three  niorft 
riots  last  night  in  this  city.  It  was  rumored  yesterday  that 
another  abolition  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  evening  at  the 
Chatham  street  chapel,  and  such  had  been  the  excitement  oc- 
casioned by  the  recent  course  of  the  fanatics,  that  serious  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  lest  personal  violence  'might  en- 
sue. Nor  was  that  apprehension  causeless.  VVe  have  long 
been  of  the  opinion,  and  frequently  expressed  it,  that  the  abo- 
litionists are  the  worst  enemies  the  blacks  of  this  city  have. 
They  are  holding  out  to  them  the  prospect  of  amalgamation, 
feeding  their  pride  with  impracticable  hopes,  exclaiming  and 
denouncing  the  prejudice  against  color,  leading  them  to  believe 
that  they  are  unjustly  and  cruelly  treated  by  the  whites,  by  the 
denial  of  equal  political  and  social  privileges,  fomenting  their 
passions,  denouncing  all  who  w'ill  not  join  them  in  their  absurd 
crusade  as  kidnappers,  villains,  man  stealers,  thieves  and  pi- 
rates, inviting  them  to  sit  with  the  whites  indiscriminately. 

We  all  know’,  that,  in  a large  city  like  this,  there  is  ever  a 
body  of  men  ripe  and  ready  lor  scenes  of  liot.  They  neither 
know  nor  care  for  causes  or'  consequences.  The  pleasure  of  a 
row  is  all  they  seek.  They  scorn  amalgamation  with  the  blacks, 
and,  therefore,  are  the  more  ready  to  resent  the  offensive  pro- 
posal. It  is  to  this  class  of  men  generally,  so  far  as  we  have 
been  informed,  that  the  riots  of  last  evening,  and  on  the  pre- 
ceding days,  are  mainly  to  be  ascribed.  They  accord  in  senti- 
ment and  feeling,  it  is  true,  with  the  great  mass  of  the  white 
community,  but  the  more  respectable  and  orderly  portion  of 
our  citizens  disclaim,  in  all  sincerity,  recourse  to  violence,  and 
believe  that  these  fanatics  may  and  will  be  put  down  by  the 
operation  of  the  laws,  and  the  overwhelming  power  of  public 
opinion.  We  are  happy  to  learn  that  nothing  in  these  distur- 
bances can  be  ascribed  to  the  colonizaiionists.  They  had  no 
part  or  lot  in  the  matter.  It  was  an  affair  not  connected  with 
their  interests  or  objects.  It  grew  out  of  the  absurd  and  out- 
rageous project  of  the  abolitionists  to  force  public  sentiment, 
and  mulatoize  our  posterity. 

The  curtain  of  the  first  scene  was  drawn  at  the  Chatham 
street  chapel.  About  dusk,  the  street  w'as  thronged  with  peo- 
ple, collected,  some  to  look  on,  and  others  to  participate  in  the 
scenes  that  might  take  place.  But  we  learn  that  an  agent  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  building,  Ip.arning  the  uses  that  had  been 
made  of  it  by  Mr.  Green,  the  lessee,  had  endeavored,  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  to  procure  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  de- 
secration. Not  being  able  to  procure  it  in  sufficient  time,  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  close  the  gates;  and  the  key  was  de- 
posited with  the  mayor. 

About  9 o’clock,  however,  the  crowd  found  means  to  effect 
an  entrance  into  the  chapel.  Mr.  William  V.  Wilder  was  call- 
ed on  to  preside.  He  addressed  the  meeting,  and  gave  a sketch 
of  the  miseries  brought  on  the  slaves  of  St.  Domingo— which  hs 
himself  witnessed,  by  the  too  sudden  abolition  of  slavery  in  that 
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island.  He  then  moved  a resolution  to  adjourn  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  anti  slavery  society.  The  resolnlion  (or  adjourn- 
ment was  put,  and  unanimously  carried,  ai  d the  meeting  was 
dispersed. 

As  this  had  gone  off  too  quietly  for  the  taste  of  those  who 
were  disposed  for  a row,  an  invitaiion  was  loudly  given  tore- 
pair  to  the  Bowery  theatre.  A Mr.  Fairen,  the  stage  manager, 
an  Englishman,  and  whose  hcneiit  night  it  was,  had  been  ac- 
cused of  usiin'  langiiage^disrespeclliil  to  the  Ameiiciins.  IJand- 
bills  to  that  effect  li.id  been  posted  u(»  through  the  city  during 
the  day.  An  immense  nniss  surrounileii  the  theatre,  and  soon 
affected  an  entrance.  They  then  took  entire  possession  of  the 
house;  and,  nolvvil iistanding  the  apologies  and  entreaties  of 
Messrs.  Hamblin  and  Forrest,  they  succeeded  in  putting  an  end 
to  Metamora,  without  waiting  Ihetraeic  conclusion  to  u hich  he 
was  destined  by  the  auihor.  By  the  interference,  ol  the  mniiici- 
pal  authorities,  the  theatre  was  at  length  cleared,  and  compa- 
rative order  restored. 

Not  as  yet  sated  with  tumult,  a bell  was  rung,  and  a cry 
arose  of  “away  to  Arthur  Tapiian’s.” 

An  account  of  the  disgraeelul  proceedings  that  followed,  we 
copy  troin  a inoniing  coiitem|)oiary.  “A  great  number  then 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan,  in  Rose  street, 
broke  open  the  door,  smaslied  the  windows,  and  threw  the 
furniture  into  the  street. 

“The  watchmen  now  made  their  appearance  here  aUo,charg 
ed  the  crowd,  and  for  a time  clearetl  the  street.  The  mob  re- 
treated, provided  themselves  with  lirickbats,  and  discharged  a 
volley  at  the  watchmen,  who  were  thus  driven  trom  the  ground. 
The  mob  now  lighted  a fire,  and  fed  it  with  the  bed  and  bedding 
taken  from  the  house.  At  this  time,  an  alarm  of  fire  was  or 
dered  to  be  sounded,  wliich  brought  the  engines  to  the  split,  and 
order  was  finally  restored  at  this  place,  though  not  till  neat  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning.” 

ft  is  perfectly  evident  from  what  has  transpired,  that  our  city 
is  ill  a combustible  state.  In  addition, to  the  fuel  applied  by  the 
abolitionists  to  increase  the  excitement  in  the  ways  before  re- 
ferred to,  a series  of  articles  have  been  published  in  the  Emari 
cipaior,  signed  by  E.  Wright,  jr.  in  which  iniimaiions  were 
thiown  out,  covertly  inviting  to  a forcible  resistance  to  the  laws 
which  authorise  the  recapture  by  tlieir  masters  of  runaway 
slaves.  Encouraged  proliably,  by  these  infiammatory  numbers, 
the  walls  of  our  streets  were  placarded  on  Tuesday  night  with 
infamous  handbills. 

Although  none  disapprove  more  decidedly  than  we  have  done, 
the  course  Mr  Tappan,  and  his  professors,  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  abolition,  yet  we  condemn  most  unqualifiedly  the 
attack  made  last  night  upon  his  premises.  We  profes.s  to  live 
under  a government  of  laws,  and  the  sanctity  of  private  habita- 
tion and  repose  are  not  to  be  violated.  We  hope  the  authors 
of  the  injuries  to  his  dwelling  will  be  detected  and  brought  to 
condign  punishment.  No  provocation  can  be  sulficicnt,  where 
the  laws  are  peaceably  and  impartially  administered,  to  justify 
a resort  to  personal  outrage. 

Whispers  are  afloat  that  further  violence  is  in  contemplation. 
We  earnestly  hope  that  it  is  without  the  shadow  of  foundation. 
Let  every  lover  of  the  city’s  peace  put  his  face  against  every 
movement  calculated  to  disturb  it.  By  personal  violence,  the 
rights  and  property  of  others,  besides  the  obnoxious  individuals, 
may  be  destroyed.  Should  there  be  the  least  indication  that 
these  rumors  are  not  the  offspring  of  a fevered  brain,  we  trust 
the  public  authorities  will  take  the  earliest  and  most  efficient 
measures  to  put  down,  with  a strong  hand,  the  first  buddings  of 
disorder. 

From  the  same  of  July  11. 

The  excitement  nourished  by  the  abolitionists  has  burst  into 
a flame;  and  they  are  now  in  danger  of  being  consumed  by 
fires  of  their  own  kindling.  For  their  protection  they  must 
stand  indebted  to  those  they  have  villified,  wdiose  motives  they 
have  aspersed,  whose  conduct  and  characters  they  have  as- 
sailed by  every  term  of  contumely  and  reproach,  and  whose 
identity,  as  a nation  of  white  men,  they  have  sought  to  degrade 
by  reducing  to  it  the  conditimi  of  mon«rels.  We  rejoice,  how- 
ever, in  the  belief  that  they  will  be  protected,  and  that  however 
much  they  may  have  forfeited  any  claim  to  personal  sympathy, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws  will  be  maintained.  The  rumors  to 
which  we  alluded  yesterday,  and  which  we  then  hoped  were 
unfounded,  gathered  force  as  time  advanced,  and  we  perceived 
with  regret  that  the  whirlwind  which  the  fanatics  had  raised,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  aljay.  Fortunately,  however,  although  it 
could  not  be  wholly  allayed,  its  fury  was  repressed  by  the  in 
terposition  of  the  civil  and  military  authorities,  and  the  efforts 
of  the  more  peaceable  order  of  our  citizens. 

About  dusk,  as  we  learn,  a great  assemblage  made  their  ap 
pearance  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan’s  house,  in  Rose 
street,  evidently  with  tio  friendly  design.  Being  ordered,  how- 
ever, to  disperse,  they  obeyed  the  command. 

The  next  movement  was  in  the  direction  of  Dr.  Cox’s  church? 
at  the  corner  of  Laight  and  Varick  streets.  Here  they  as- 
sembled in  (treat  numbers,  and  began  pelting  the  windows  with 
stones,  with  every  variation  of  voice  and  diversity  of  noise  that 
had  been  heard  from  the  confusion  of  tongues  at  Babel.  The 
mayor,  justice  Lowndes,  the  district  attorney  and  a posse  of  po- 
lice officers  ami  watchmen  arriving,  they  were  prevented  from 
committing  further  depredation. 

Dr.  Cox’s  house.  No.  3,  Charlton  street,  was  the  next  object 
of  attack,  and  thither  they  repaired  in  squads  from  various 


directions.  The  doctor,  anticipating  an  attack,  had  sent  a let- 
ter in  the  morning  to  the  mayor,  reque»ting  tlie  protection  of 
the  civil  unihority,  and,  after  packing  up  and  removing  his 
furniture,  had,  with  his  family,  lell  the  city  in  ihe  afternoon.  Ad 
soon  as  the  mob  arrived,  they  commenced  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, by  breaking  in  the  two  lower  windows,  with  their  blinds, 
and  the  door.  The  latter  had  been  barncadoed,  and  they  had 
scarcely  efl'ected  an  c.ntranee,  befoie  the  police  otficers  and 
waichnien  aided  by  two  detachments  of  horse  that  were  at 
hand,  dislodged  the  rioters.  They  were  iheneeforward  kept  at 
bay;  bill  the  street,  as  (.ir  hack  to  the  east  as  Thompson  street, 
was  filled  with  persons  with  paving  stones,  which  they  smote 
together,  saying  in  a deep  under-tone,  “all  together.”  A fence 
in  the  neighborhood  w’as  lorn  down  and  convened  into  clubs, 
and  ranges  of  earls  drawn  together  acioss  the  streets,  in  many 
(daces,  to  impede  the  horsemen,  should  the  laiier  assail  iheiii. 
Forinidable,  however,  as  Ihcse  indications  were,  the  attack  on 
Dr.  Cox’s  house  was  not  renewed;  but  in  the  meantime  a por- 
tion of  the  rioters  returned  to  the  L.iight  street  church,  and  re- 
commenced hoslilities.  A few  more  panes  ol  gltiss  were  broken, 
but  no  tiirlher  essential  damage  was  done,  although  it  was  not 
until  a very  late  hour  that  the  tuninll  had  entirely  ceased. 

One  o^clock.  We  regret  to  add  that  appearances  indicate  a 
renewal  of  the  disturbances  of  to-night.  A large  collection 
have  been  assembled  around  Dr.  Cox’s  house,  all  the  morn- 
ing. and  have  increased,  it  is  said  to  the  number  of  300  already; 
and  the  police  have  just  desptiicln  d 100  officers  for  the  pre.ser- 
vation  of  the  peace.  Again,  we  say,  let  every  lover  of  good 
order  set  his  face  against  these  proceedings.  E>pecially,  let  no 
one  repair  to  any  scene  of  riot  merely  as  a spectator.  If  ihey 
do  not  choose  to  assist  in  quelling  it,  they  had  better  remain  at 
home.  Their  presence  only  incretises  the  confidence  of  the 
rioters,  and  weakens  the  power  of  the  officers,  at  the  same  lime 
that  ihey  expose  themselves  to  accidents  persortal  and  legal. 

Military  force,  we  [rresntne,  will  be  again  resorted  to.  Nmarly 
all  the  aldermen  and  assi.stanis  were  on  the  spot  ihiring  the 
night.  Some  of  them  have  been  severely  hurl,  and  it  is  too 
much  to  expect  of  them  that  they  will  be  kept  on  fatigue  duly 
of  this  sort,  night  after  night.  Let  the  leaders,  who  have  been 
instrumental  in  producing  the  (iresent  state  pf  things,  give  a 
pledge  to  de.-:ist  in  their  mad  career,  and  we  are  satisfied  that 
immeiliale  security  of  their  persons  <ind  property  may  be  relied 
on,  and  the  city  restored  to  its  wanted  tranquillity.  Such  a 
pledge  would  be  more  effective  than  a regiment  of  soldiers. 

From  the  same  of  July  12. 

Although  nothing  can  justify  the  atrocious  course  which  a 
few  misguided  individuals  have  pursued  for  the  hast  eighteen 
moiiihs,  yet  even  rebuke  should  be  susirended  until  the  present 
mad  tumults  have  fully  subsided.  So  long  as  disapprobation  of 
their  [rroceedings  was  confined  to  that  sort  of  expression  which 
is  usual  at  theatres  on  the  representation  of  a bad  play,  we  did 
not  deem  ourselves  called  upon,  as  public  journalists,  to  ani- 
madvert, nor  give  opinion,  one  way  or  the  other,  upon  the  na- 
tural ebullition  of  feeling  wliiclV  was  produced.  But  from  the 
first  moment  that  a serious  attack  was  made,  on  the  night  of 
Wednesday,  upon  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Lewis  Tappan, 
we  have  raised  the  voice  of  warning  against  acts  of  violence  as 
seriously  and  as  constantly  as  we  did  before  against  the  mad 
measures  that  have  brought  these  calamities  in  their  train. 

But  it  seems  that  the  press  is  of  little  avail  in  stemming  tlie 
torrent  of  popular  fuiy  when  it  is  once  excited.  We  can  now 
appeal  only  to  the  strong  arm  of  the  law:  and  even  that,  unless 
more  vigorously  extended  than  it  has  hitherto  been,  will  prove 
inadequate  to  our  protection.  Day  after  day  we  are  com|ielled 
to  become  the  chroniclers  of  our  city’s  disgrace,  and  it  is  with 
undissembled  repugnance  that  we  are  constrained  to  give  the 
details  of  the  last  night’s  turmoil. 

The  assemblage  around  the  house  of  Dr.  Cox,  to  which  we 
alluded  in  our  P.  S.  at  one  o’clock  yesterday,  was  completely 
dispersed  by  the  officers  sent  by  the  police,  and  tranquillity  pre- 
served until  evening.  Dr.  Cox  had  returned  to  his  house  in  the 
morning,  and  we  regret  to  learn  that  on  his  departure  from  it, 
he  was  rudely  followed  by  a mob  of  boys,  until  he  found  refuge 
in  the  house  of  a parishioner  and  friend. 

Ill  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  following  proclamation 
was  issued  by  the  mayor: 

Proclamation  of  Cornelius  IF.  Lawrence,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  mayor  feels  himself  compelled  by  a sense  of  public  duty, 
to  notice  the  riotous  conduct  of  a large  number  of  citizens  dur- 
ing the  nights  of  tjre  9th  and  10th  inst.  However  repugnant  to 
the  good  sense  of  this  community,  are  the  doctrines  and  mea- 
sures of  a few  misguided  individuals,  on  the  subject  which  has 
led  to  the  existing  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  their  conduct 
affords  no  justification  for  popular  commotion.  The  laws  are 
siilfieient  to  restrain  whatever  is  subversive  of  public  morals, 
and  to  punish  all  violations  of  public  decorum.  On  them  alone 
must  the  citizen  rely,  and  misjudging  and  imprudent  men,  as 
well  as  the  most  temperate  and  di.-creet,  must  be  protected  ia 
their  undoubted  rights  of  person  and  properly. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  allude  to  the  interruptions 
of  the  peace  during  the  two  last  niahls;  but  there  being  reason 
to  apprehend  that  further  disorders  are  contemplated,  the 
mayor,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  magistrates  of  the  city,  is- 
sues this  proclamation,  enjoining  all  good  citizens  to  refrain 
from  mingling  with  any  crowd  which  may  assemble  in  the 
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slreuls  during  tlie  evening;  and  lo  use  tlieir  influence,  eacii 
wiiliiii  Ins  own  proper  spliere  of  aclion,  lo  prevent  ffuch  con- 
gregitlions.  , 

Parents,  guardians  and  employers  are  called  upon  to  co-ope- 
rate in  llie  puipose  of  lliis  recoinmendalion,  liy  guari-iing  with 
unusual  vigilance  those  under  their  control,  during  the  conlinu 
ance  of  the  present  exciienienl. 

The  watch,  and  all  puhlic  officers,  are  hereby  required  lo  be 
active  and  prudent  in  the  discharge  ot  their  duties. 

The  mayor  assuies  the  community  that  the  magistrates  have 
adopted  etricienl  measures  to  nniiiitain  the  lights  ol  the  citi- 
zens, and  lo  preserve  the  public  peace;  and  lo  this  end,  they 
are  resolved  lo  exercise  with  energy  the  powers  with  which 
they  have  been  intrusted. 

Given  under  my  baud  and  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  this  eleventh  day  of  July,  in  the  year  ot 
; our  Lord,  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  thiitv-loiir. 

CORNLLlUri  VV.  LAWRENCE. 

A large  body  of  the  military  was  assembled  at  the  Arsenal, 
City  Ha'll,  the  Hazaar,and  some  other  places,  at  an  early  hour 
last  evening  in  readiness  to  re[iair  lo  any  point  lo  which  they 
might  be  called  for  tlie  suppression  of  any  law  less  outrage. 

About  nine  o’clock,  the  first  overt  acts,  under  the  refuge  of 
darkness,  were  perpelraied  by  an  attack  upon  the  store  ol  Mr. 
Arthur  Tappan,  in  Pearl  street.  The  rioters  commenced  by 
throw  ing  stones  at  the  building,  and  the  watchmen,  lo  the  num- 
ber of  filleen  or  twenty,  are  said  lo  have  been  compelled  to 
leave  the  ground.  A reinforcement,  however,  under  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Lowndes,  came  up,  and  had  hardly  made  an  exhibition  of 
their  indauia,  before  the  rioters  retreated.  In  the  intervening 
period,  Alderman  Labagh,  notwithstanding  a severe  wound  he 
had  received,  manifested  great  courage  and  perseverance  in 
keeping  the  mob  at  bay.  They  dared  not  force  the  doors,  being 
apprised  that  a body  of  citizens  were  stationed  within  who  were 
well  armed  with  muskets  to  defend  the  premises. 

During  the  evening,  somo  two  or  three  hundred  persons  as- 
sembled near  Dr.  Cox’s  church  in  Laight  street,  but  all  was 
comparatively  quiet  until  about  9 o’clock,  when  a reinforce- 
inent  came  down  Varick  street,  armed  with  stones,  which,  on 
arriving  opposite  the  church,  they  discharged  against  the  win- 
dows and  doors,  and  did  more  injury  than  was  done  the  previ- 
ous night.  At  this  moment  but  few  police  officers  and  watch- 
men were  on  the  spot,  and  they  had  lo  fly  before  the  immense 
moll.  They  rallied  at  the  corner  of  Beach,  and  a messenger 
was  immediately  sent  off  for  the  military. 

At  this  moment  shouts  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Spring 
street,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  work  of  destruction 
was  going  on  against  the  church  in  that  street  under  the  pasto- 
ral care  of  the  rev.  IMr.  Ludlow.  The  mob  commenced  by 
pulling  down  the  fence  which  surrounded  the  church,  and  then 
demolished  the  windows,  broke  into  the  house- and  demolished 
tiic  interior.  The  session  or  confeience  room  soon  shared  the 
same  fate.  The  materials  of  the  building  were  brought  into  the 
street,  and  made  into  a barricade  lo  prevent  the  approach  of 
the  horse.  Behind  this,  carls  were  placed  across  the  streets 
chained  together.  About  ten  o’clock  the  mob  began  to  ring  the 
church  bell,  which  was  followed  by  a few  strokes  from  the 
watch  house  bell  in  Prince  street.  It  had  not  the  effect  intend- 
ed, which  was  to  call  out  the  firemen. 

Messengers  had  been  dispatched  to  the  City  Hall,  and  a few 
minutes  before  eleven  o’clock,  the  27th  regiment  of  National 
Guards,  under  the  command  of  col.  Stevens,  marched  down 
Spring  street.  The  detachment  had  been  previously  ordered 
lo  Pearl  street  for  the  security  of  Mr.  Tappan’s  store,  but  being 
countermanded,  proceeded  to  Spring  street,  as  before  recited. 
On  arriving  there,  they  found  the  street  barricaded  on  both 
sides  of  the  church,  and  so  complete  was  the  bariier,  that  a 
considerable  lime  elapsed  before  possession  of  the  church  could 
be  obtained.  During  this  period  the  bell  was  kept  ringing:  the 
rope  was  finally  cut  by  order  of  col.  Stevens.  The  first  barrier 
was  carried  with  little  difficulty  by  the  pioneer  guard  alone. 
The  second  was  more  formidable,  forming  a bastion,  behind 
which  was  assembled  a large  body  of  the  rioters.  A jirojiosi- 
tion  was  made  to  col.  S.  to  retreat,  which  he  declined,  and 
thereupon  his  detachment  approached  it,  and  soon  carried  that 
also,  by  no  greater  force  than  the  pioneer  guard,  and  a few  sol- 
rliers  detached  from  the  column.  They  were  soon  Joined  by 
justice  Lowndes,  at  the  head  of  a band  of  watchmen,  and  thus 
reinforced,  thoroughly  cleared  Spring  street;  nor  is  it  correct 
that  on  any  occasion,  the  military  retreated  before  the  mob. 
A report  has  also  obtained  that  the  military  were  unprovided 
with  ummnniiion.  This  also  is  untrue.  They  were  supplied 
with  six  rounds  per  man  of  ball  cartridge,  which,  had  the  riot- 
ers proceeded  to  further  extremities,  they  would  doubtless  have 
ascertained  to  their  cost. 

After  leaving  Spring  street,  they  proceeded  to  the  residence 
of  the  rev.  Mr.  Ludlow,  in  Thompson  street,  whose  family  had 
retired.  Here  they  broke  in  the  windows  and  doors,  and  did 
all  the  injury  they  thought  proper,  and  left  the  ground. 

The  followinir  additional  particulars  we  insert  from  the  Daily 
Advertiser  of  this  morning: 

Five  Points.  This  was  a scene  of  great  liol  and  disturbance; 
tbe  vengeance  of  the  mob  appeared  to  be  directed  entirely 
against  the  blacks;  whenever  a colored  person  appeared,  it  was 
a signal  of  combat,  fight  and  riot.  Five  houses  of  bad  cha- 
racter, were  principally  demolished;  many  broken  heads  was 
the  result  of  the  afl'ray.  The  authorities,  with  uldennan  Ferris 


and  assistant  alderman  Ballagh  at  their  head,  were  very  active; 
indeed  the  alderman  and  assistant  conducted  in  the  most  ener- 
getic manner,  and  seized  several  which  they  pul  in  charge  of 
the  watch,  'riie  mob  made  it  a rule  lhat  whenever  a house 
was  not  illuniiiialed  by  candles,  they  would  d.ash  in  the  win- 
dows. In  this  way,  the  streets  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Five 
I’omts,  presented  a brilliant  appearance.  The  whole  neighbor- 
hood was  in  great  conlu.-ion  all  night. 

,/3  church  and  four  houses  injured.  2 o’’clock,  VVe  have  just 
returned  from  one  of  the  most  disL’raceful  scenes  we  have  ever 
witnessed.  In  thirty  years’  acquaintance  with  the  ciiy  nothing 
has  ever  happened  to  compare  with  it.  At  11  o’clock  the  mob 
lo  the  number  of  some  thousands,  commenced  their  woik  of 
fiend  like  desliuclion,  by  learini'  down  rfl.  Philip’s  Episcopal 
church  in  Centre  street,  and  occupied  by  a colored  congrega- 
tion. \VV  stood  by  for  two  hours  witnessing  these  ouira<>es. 

For  more  than  two  hours  they  had  entire  possession  of  that 
portion  of  the  city,  without  any  one  to  molest  them.  II  uiidreds 
ot  citizens  stood  by,  unxiou.8  to  inirrfere,  but  the  odds  were  too 
learfiil.  It  is  next  lo  impossible  lo  describe  tbe  scene;  hun- 
dreds of  infuriated  devils  were  shoutiiii!,  hollowing  and  busily 
employed  in  teaiing  out  the  doors  and  windows,  the  interior  of 
the  church,  and  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  and 
ibrowiiiL'  it  into  the  street.  After  they  had  finished,  they  at- 
tacked one  house  adjoiiiinsi,  and  three  opjiosile,  all  occupied 
by  colored  peiiple,  the  doors  and  windows  of  which  they  de- 
molished. Their  rage  appeared  lo  be  declared  against  the 
blacks. 

A few  minutes  before  one  o’clock,  having  exhausted  their 
strength,  they  gave  three  cheers  and  shouted  away  to  Anthony 
street.  A huge  body  of  watchmen,  with  Hays  at  their  head  , 
entered  the  street  and  disjiersed  the  crowd. 

The  military  were  on  duty,  and  the  mayor  was  at  the  hall  all 
night.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  however,  lhat  the  mob  were 
complete  masters  of  the  city,  and  the  city  government  was 
overawed,  and  for  the  lime  at  an  end. 

It  IS  imiiossible  for  any  man  of  correct  views  to  look  on  and 
witness  the  fury  of  a mob,  and  not  feel  lhat  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
to  cling  to  the  support  of  the  laws. 

VVe  hope  the  riot  and  disgrace  is  at  an  end,  but  we  have  no 
confidence  lhat  it  is,  or  will  he,  until  the  military  are  called 
out,  and  every  assemblage  is  disiiersed  by  military  force. 

Three  o'clock.  The  last  accounts  we  have  is,  lhat  the  mob 
were  on  their  way  lo  Spring  street,  but  it  is  not  known  whether 
any  further  violence  was  done.  The  mob  appeared  to  act  with 
great  jiidgnieiit  and  concert.  VVe  observed  lhat  every  few  mi- 
nutes tin  ir  messengers  would  arrive  and  announce  lo  iheiii 
whether  the  watch  were  in  force  or  not.  They  afipeared  lo  We 
ill  difi'creni  detachments,  and  to  aiipear  in  difierenl  purls  of  the 
city  at  once. 

These  gross  violations  of  decency  and  order  we  totally  con- 
demn, yet  there  are  two  particular  circumstances  respecting 
them,  which  admit  of  no  excuse  or  palliation,  and  which  we 
e.<pecially  deprecate.  The  first  is  the  attack  u[ion  the  blacks 
and  their  properly.  The  other  act  to  which  we  allude  is  the 
sacrilegious  attack  upon  the  churches.  Even  apart  from  any 
considerations  lhat  they  have  been  conseciated  to  the  service 
of  the  Most  High,  yet  there  is  rank  injustice  in  this  infamous 
proceeding.  Dr.  Cox’s  church,  for  instance,  has  been  twice  or 
thrice  assailed— and  yet  it  is  publicly  known  that  nine  out  of 
ten  of  the  trustees  of  that  church  dissent  from  their  pastor  in 
his  opinions  on  the  subject,  which  has  given  so  much  offence. 

Thus  it  is  perciuved  lhat  the  innocent  are  punished  for  the 
sins  of  the  guilty  (if  guilty  they  are).  But  we  are  aware  that  it 
is  almost,  if  not  wholly,  useless,  to  reason  with  a mob.  The 
strong  arm  of  power,  when  their  passions  or  prejudices  are  ex- 
cited, is  the  only  power  they  can  be  brought  to  respect.  It  is 
high  time  lhat  that  power  should  be  biought  to  bear  upon  them 
with  moie  efficiency  than  it  has  hitherto  done.  The  sacred- 
ness of  home  must  not  be  violated.  Cburches  must  not  be  ran- 
sacked and  demolished.  The  peace  and  repose  of  our  citizens 
must  not  be  disturbed  by  these  marauders.  If  mild  measures 
will  not  reclaim  them,  resort  must  be  had  to  such  astciB  be  effi- 
caciou.s.  They  are  said  to  spurn  the  watchman’s  club,  and  de- 
ride the  mace  of  the  police  officer. 

But  before  any  fatal  instruments  of  destruction  are  applied, 
let  pioclarnaiions  from  the  mayor,  by  thousands,  be  prominent- 
ly posted  on  every  corner  and  conspicuous  place  in  the  city, 
warning  all  persons  who  are  unwilling  to  incur  the  hazards  of 
participating  in  the  mobs,  to  rehiain  at  home,  'i'hen  the  milita- 
ry w Ul  have  no  fear  of  killing,  maiming  or  wounding  the  inno- 
cent What  are  the  arrangemenis  for  tlie  ensuing  evening  we 
have  not  been  informed;  but  from  the  perils  which  surround  us, 
may  heaven  inspire  wisdom  and  firmness  to  defend  us! 

Half-'past  twelve  o'clock.  We  have  this  moment  received  the 
second  proclamation  of  the  mayor.  It  will  be  seen  lhat  all  the 
military  force  of  the  city  is  called  out — the  mayor,  also,  invites 
the  assistance  of  the  citizens  and  requests  them  to  call  at  his 
office  aud  be  clothed  with  special  authority  to  aid  in  suppress- 
ing the  riots. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  this  city  has  again  been  the  scene  of  riotous  pro- 
ceedings, disgraceful  lo  a community  living  under  a government 
of  laws;  and  whereas  the  rights  of  peacr'able  citizens  have  been 
infringed,  aud  thejr  properly  destroyed!  now,  therefore, 

I,  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  do 
hereby  require  and  command  all  good  citizens  lo  unite  in  aid 
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of  the  civil  authorities,  to  put  an  end  to  these  disreputable  oc- 
currences. 

I enjoin  and  request  citizens  to  offer  their  services,  and  to 
receive  authority  to  act  as  a part  of  the  civil  power.  I call  up- 
on commanding  officers  of  ail  organized  military  corps,  to  vo- 
lunteer in  support  of  the  laws.  Commandants  will  select  their 
own  places  of  rendezvous,  and  report  their  numbers  and  posi- 
tion at  the  mayor’s  office,  by  or  before  6 o’clock,  P.  M.  this 
day. 

And  further,  f caution,  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  all  those 
who,  to  resent  an  offensive  difference  of  opinion,  have  allowed 
themselves  to  usurp  the  authority  of  the  laws,  against  inciting 
or  abetting  further  commotion. — The  laws  must  be  maintained. 
Destruction  of  life  must  inevitably  result  from  a repetition  of 
similar  acts  of  violence.  The  magistrates  are  governed  solely 
by  a desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city,  and  to  protect  the 
lives  and  property  of  its  inhabitants;  and  in  their  endeavors  to 
effect  this  end,  they  will  shrink  from  the  exercise  of  no  power 
placed  within  their  control. 

I hereby  caution  and  request  all  persons  who  have  not  report- 
ed themselves  to  me,  and  been  authorised  to  act  in  support  of 
the  laws,  to  remain  at  home  during  the  present  excitement. 

CITIZENS  OF  NEW  YORK. 

By  your  respect  for  the  character  of  the  city,  and  the  interest 
you  all  have  in  the  preservation  of  the  laws;  by  your  regard  for 
the  safety  of  your  families,  and  friends,  I call  upon  you  to  as- 
sist in  keeping  the  peace. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  mayoralty  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  at  the  City  Hall,  this  twelfth  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-four.  CORNELIUS  W.  LAWRENCE. 

First  division  N.  Y.  state  artillery  July  12,  1834. 

At  the  request  of  his  honor  the  mayor,  the  division  is  or- 
dered for  duty  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  city.  The  several 
brigades  of  the  division  will  form  on  their  respective  parade 
grounds  this  afternoon  at  4 o’clock,  and  report  to  the  major 
general  at  the  mayor’s  office.  City  Hall. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  mayor  and  the  magistrates  have 
used  every  due  diligence  to  put  down  the  spirit  of  misrule  that 
has  been  exhibited  these  few  days  past,  and  their  duties  have 
been  very  arduous,  they  have  found  it  necessary  again  to  ap- 
peal to  the  military,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  aid  them. 

Governed  on  these  occasions,  as  the  military  necessarily 
must  be,  by  the  magistracy,  the  community  will  not  attribute  to 
them  a want  of  determination  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous 
measures  for  the  suppression  of  all  riotous  proceedings. 

We  therefore  confidently  hope  we  shall  be  sustained  by  our 
fellow-citizens  in  the  performance  of  our  duties,  whatever  they 
may  be. 

The  services  of  the  regiment  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Mumford  are  accepted,  and  he  is  directed  to  report  to  col.  Mor- 
ris, commanding  the  6th  brigade,  by  whom  a post  will  be  assign- 
ed to  them  in  line.  By  order  of  major  general  Morton. 

S.  D.  JACKSON,  division  inspector. 

RIOT  AT  NEWARK. 

What  are  we  coming  to?  Where  are  these  mischiefs  to  end? 
We  had  indeed  hoped  that,  grievous  as  they  were,  they  would 
be  confined  to  our  ill-fated  island.  But  we  were  deceived  in 
that  hope,  and  learn  that  like  results,  springing  from  like 
causes,  occurred  last  evening  at  Newark. 

It  seems  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Weeks,  who  has  been  recently  in- 
occulated  with  the  amalgamation  infection,  introduced  a colored 
man  into  his  pulpit  last  evening,  against  the  previously  ascer- 
tained will  of  the  people.  When  the  populace  found  this  out, 
they  entered  the  church  in  great  numbers,  took  the  latter  forci- 
bly from  the  pulpit,  conveyed  him  to  the  jail,  threatening  to  tear 
it  down  if  the  jailor  did  not  receive  him — locked  him  up, — and 
then  returned  to  the  church,  broke  the  windows,  tore  down  the 
pulpit  and  pews,  and  reduced  the  edifice  to  a shell. 

From  the  N.  Y.  Jimerican  of  July  14. 

The  peace  of  the  city  was  undisturbed  during  Saturday  and 
Sunday  nights — partly,  possibly,  because  the  spirit  of  misrule 
has  exhausted  itself,  but  mainly  because  of  the  energetic  means 
taken  to  put  it  down,  at  all  hazards. 

After  the  mayor’s  pointed  proclamation  of  Saturday,  hun- 
dreds of  citizens  were  qualified  as  special  officers  to  keep  the 
peace;  and  the  military  in  large  numbers,  horse  and  foot,  were 
ordered  out.  They  answered  the  call  with  alacrity,  and  during 
the  greater  part  of  last  night  and  Saturday  night,  they  were  sta- 
tioned in  different  parts  of  the  city,  keeping  up  their  communi- 
cations with  each  other,  and  with  the  head  quarters  at  the  City 
Hall.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  district  attorney,  police  magis- 
trates, sheriff,  with  the  civil  force,  and  the  watchmen,  were  on 
the  ground,  and,  as  we  understand,  the  firemen,  with  their  ac- 
customed zeal,  turned  out  as  a body  in  aid  of  the  public  authori- 
ties. 

The  result  was,  that  little  or  no  appearance  of  not  occurred. 
On  Saturday  night,  a considerable  collection  of  people  at  the 
head  of  Catharine  street  caused  the  watch  some  trouble;  but  af- 
ter a short  contest,  in  the  course  of  which,  many  of  the  mob 
and  some  of  the  watch  were  knocked  down,  they  were  dis- 
persed. The  objects  of  this  mob  were,  it  is  said,  (but  of  course 
on  such  occasions  there  is  much  idle  rumor  and  exaggeration), 
the  African  churches  and  schools,  some  other  churches,  and 


the  houses  of  A.  Tappan  and  others.  Last  night,  though  all 
sorts  of  bloody  menaces  on  the  part  of  the  mob  against  indi- 
viduals and  churches,  were  circulated,  and  possibly  deemed 
authentic,  the  only  appearance  of  disorder  was  in  Reed  street, 
and  that  was  instantly  put  down.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  rioters,  according  to  the  Daily  Advertiser,  are  in  prison, 
“among  them  many  convicts,  and  characters  of  the  worst  de- 
scription.” These  of  course,  would  urge  on  misrule,  as  long  as 
it  was  safe  and  while  paper  proclamations,  and  friendly  admo- 
nitions, unbacked  by  bayonets  and  bullets,  were  the.  only  means 
of  resistance:  when  danger  came,  however,  they,  as  is  the  na- 
ture of  villains,  sneak. 

It  may,  we  presume,  be  considered,  that  for  the  present  the 
riotous  spirit  is  allayed,  though  undoubtedly  the  authorities 
will  not  omit  the  proper  precautions  to  crush  at  once  any 
attempts  at  prolonging  the  disgraceful  outrages  of  Friday  and 
Thursday. 

The  rev.  Peter  Williams,  a colored  man,  who  is  the  rector  of 
St.  Philip’s  church,  which  was  assailed  by  the  mob,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  his  bishop,  Onderdonk,  has  completely  separated  him- 
self from  the  anti-slavery  society,  in  an  excellent  address  to  the 
public,  but  which  is  too  long  for  insertion  by  us,  at  this  time. 
Mr.  Williams  is  spoken  of  as  a man  of  “exemplary  character 
and  conduct” — and  his  address  does  honor  to  his  head  and 
heart. 

Another  peace  offering,  in  the  shape  of  a disclaimer  of  cer- 
tain imputed  opinions,  was  made  public  on  Saturday,  in  hand- 
bills circulated  throughout  the  city,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

American  Anti-Slavery  society — Disclaimer. — The  un- 
dersigned, in  behalf  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  “Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery  society,”  and  of  other  leading  friends  of  the 
eause,  now  absent  from  the  city,  beg  the  attention  of  their  feL 
low-citizens  to  the  following  disclaimer: 

1.  We  entirely  disclaim  any  desire  to  promote  or  encourage 
intermarriages  between  white  and  colored  persons. 

2.  We  disclaim,  and  entirely  disapprove,  the  language  of  a 
handbill  recently  circulated  in  this  city,  the  tendency  of  which 
is  thought  to  be  to  excite  resistance  to  the  laws.  Our  principle 
is,  that  even  hard  laws  are  to  be  submitted  to  by  all  men,  until 
they  can  by  peaceable  means  be  altered. 

3.  We  disclaim,  as  we  have  already  done,  any  intention  to 
dissolve  the  union,  or  to  violate  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  country;  or  to  ask  of  congress  any  act  transcending  their 
constitutional  powers;  which  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  con- 
gress, in  any  state,  would  plainly  do. 

ARTHUR  TAPPAN. 

July,  12,  1834.  JOHN  RANKIN. 

We  have  also  the  following  from  Newark  N.  J. 

On  Saturday  night  there  was  another  disturbance  at  Newark, 
The  mob  attacked  a barber’s  shop  kept  by  a black  man,  but 
were  dispersed  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  police.  Mr.  Weeks, 
the  clergyman  whose  church  was  destroyed  on  Friday,  issued 
the  following  note  to  the  people  of  Newark: 

“You  will  do  me  a favor  if  you  will  please  to  state,  for  the 
information  of  the  public,  that  1 am  no  advocate  for  the  amal- 
gamation of  colors.  I believe  that  God,  in  making  men  of  dif- 
ferent colors,  has  sufficiently  indicated  the  duty  to  us  of  keep- 
ing them  separate,  and  of  allowing  of  no  intermarriages  between 
them.  I have  not  time  for  further  explanations.  Yours, 

WM.  R.  WEEKS. 

Though  the  quiet  of  the  city  yet  remains  undisturbed,  some 
fears  of  new  troubles  are  entertained,  in  the  continued  impru- 
dences of  certain  of  the  anti-colonizationists,  which  are  se- 
verely reproved  in  most  of  the  newspapers.  The  people  of  co- 
lor are  well  spoken  of  for  the  propriety  of  their  conduct  during 
the  late  agitations  in  New  York— submitting  even  to  the  per- 
sonal and  unprovoked  injuries  inflicted  upon  them,  with  p>a- 
tience. 

On  the  14th,  the  mayor  sent  a message  to  the  common  coun- 
cil congratulating  the  members  on  the  restoration  of  order,  and 
on  the  zealous  support  which  had  been  afforded  to  maintain  the 
sovereignty  of  the  laws.  He  says  that  the  military  on  Saturday 
were  provided  with  ball  cartridges,  and  had  orders  to  use  then>, 
if  necessary,  to  prevent  further  commotion — which,  happily, 
was  not  the  case. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  inst.  an  abolition  riot  took  place  at 
Norwich,  Connecticut.  It  appears  that  some  person  from  Bos- 
ton had,  the  evening  previous,  preached  an  abolition  sermon  in 
the  rev.  Mr.  Dickerson’s  first  Presbyterian  church  in  that  city, 
which  passed  off  quietly.  The  next  evening  he  made  a second 
attempt  when  a mob,  headed  by  a band,  marched  to  the 
church,  proceeded  up  the  broad  aisle,  took  the  parson  from  the 
pulpit,  and  forced  him  to  march  before  them,  at  the  same  time 
playing  the  rogues’  march,  till  they  actually  drummed  him  out 
of  the  place,  threatening  if  he  ever  returned  again  to  “give  him 
a coat  of  tar  and  feathers.” 

Among  the  rioters  arrested  at  New  York  have  been  discover- 
ed several  persons  whom  the  police  officers  had  long  been  look- 
ing for  in  vain. 
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The  laws  passed  at  the  last  session,  with  relation  to  the 
Indians,  inserted  in  this  number,  will  receive  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  concerns  of  tliis 
people. 

Monday  last  was  given  up,  at  Philadelphia,  to  honor 
the  memory  of  Lafayetfe..  It  was  an  occasion  in  which 
all  parties  could  unite  for  a common  object,  and  the  spec- 
tacle was  one  of  much  interest  and  solemnity,  the  ditler- 
ent  classes  of  persons  being  numerously  represented  by 
those  present  in  the  procession — which  was  so  long  that 
it  required  about  two  hours  and  an  half  for  it  to  pass. 
It  halted  at  Zion  church,  where  the  civic  part  of  the  pro- 
cession filed  through  the  military,  and  entered — and, 
prayers  being  offered  by  the  truly  revered  and  really  re- 
verend bishop  fVhite,  who  was  chaplain  to  the  revolu- 
tionary congress,  and  a funei-al  eulogy  pronounced  by  the 
venerable  and  learned  Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  who  was  a per- 
sonal friend,  and  one  of  the  aids  of  Ijafayette  in  our  re- 
volution, the  ceremonies  of  the  day  were  closed.  All 
things  seem  to  have  been  done  in  the  happiest  manner. 

At  the  funeral  solemnities  in  honor  of  Lafayette,  at 
Fredericksburgh,  Virginia,  the  chief  mourner  was  Mr. 
J.  B.  Herard,  an  .aged  French  citizen,  wlio  was  a mem- 
ber of  tlie  national  convention  of  1792,  of  the  legislative 
assembly  which  succeeded  it,  and  a colleague  of  I^fayette 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies,  in  1815,  on  the  second  abdi- 
cation of  Napoleon. 

We  present  some  very  interesting  and  comparative 
views  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United 
States. 

Our  long  valued  friend  and  kind  neighbor,  William 
Gwynn,  esq.  ceased  to  be  either  the  proprietor  or  editor 
of  the  “Baltimore  Gazette,”  on  Monday  last,  after  having 
issued  that  paper  twenty-one  years  and  six  months.  He 
has  retired  in  a neat  and  bland  address  to  the  subscrib- 
ers, and  with  an  earnest  recommendation  of  his  succes- 
sor, Mr.  William  Gtvynn  Jones,  to  the  support  of  his  old 
friends  and  those  of  the  establishment — and  the  latter 
says  that  “the  Gazette  will  continue  to  maintain  its  cha- 
racter for  neutrality  in  the  political  contests  which  may 
agitate  the  country.” 

While  cheerfully  admitting  William  G.  Jones  into  our 
ranks,  and  tendering  him  the  right  hand  of  editorial  fel- 
lowship, we  may  be  permitted  to  say,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, that  we  exceedingly  regret  the  causes,  be  they  of 
■what  nature  they  may,  that  have  so  far  separated  us  from 
William  Gwynn,  with  whom  we  have  had  a close  ac- 
quaintance for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  always,  and, 
in  every  instance,  found  him  the  same  generous  and  af- 
fectionate friend,  and  worthy  gentleman.  But  as  he  re- 
mains with  us,  and  will  resume  his  profession  of  the 
law,  (or  rather  give  up  all  his  time  to  it),  we  hope  long 
to  enjoy  that  social  intercourse  with  him  which  has  so 
often  afforded  both  pleasure  and  profit. 

A daily  newspaper  of  a large  size,  and  called  the  “Ad- 
vertiser,” is  now  publishing  in  the  city  (late  village)  of 
Buffalo,  New  York — a place  so  remote  and  unimportant 
previous  to  1812,  as  hardly  to  obtain  a mark  on  the  map, 
except  as  being  located  at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Erie. 
This  paper  is  made  up  of  seven  long  columns  in  each 
page,  and  twenty-three  columns  are  filled  with  good- 
looking  and  apparently  -wholesome  advertisements. 

Mr.  Taney,  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  returned  to 
Baltimore  on  Monday  last,  at  about  4 o’clock,  P.  M.  He 
■was  escorted  into  the  city  by  a cavalcade  of  about  200 — 
and  met  a large  number  of  his  political  friends  at  the 
Columbian  Garden,  as  previously  arranged,  who  were  ad- 
dressed by  him  and  others.  And,  on  Thursday  last,  he 
dined  at  the  same  place,  with  a very  numerous  company. 
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The  party  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Taney,  Mr.  Benton, 
of  the  senate,  and  Mr.  Allen,  of  the  house  of  repre- 
presentatives  from  Ohio.  There  was  a heavy  storm  of 
wind  and  rain  from  the  north,  which  carried  away  the 
awnings  over  the  tables  and  completely  drenched  the 
company,  while  Mr.  Benton  was  speaking. 

Mr.  J\IcLane,  late  secretary  of  state,  also  arrived  at 
Baltimore,  with  his  family,  in  the  steamboat  from  Wash- 
ington, on  I'uesday  last,  without  parade  or  excitement. 
His  arrival  was  expected — but  a belief  was  entertained 
that  he  wished  to  return  to  Delaware  w ith  the  quiet  of  a 
private  gentleman;  and,  if  this  opinion  had  not  prevailed, 
each  of  the  great  political  parties  seemed  doubtful  of  the 
course  that  would  be  agreeable  to  him,  or  proper  in  them, 
to  pursue;  and  many  that  would  willingly  have  shewn  a 
personal  respect  to  Mr.  ^IcLane,  were,  perhaps,  pre- 
vented by  the  considerations  just  stated — the  spirit  of 
which  was  not  unkind  or  discourteous. 

The  “National  Intelligencer”  of  Tuesday  says— 

Mr.  McLane,  the  late  secretary  of  state,  with  his  family,  lefl 
this  city  yesterday,  at  one  o’clock,  in  the  steamboat  for  Balti- 
inore,  on  his  way  to  his  residence  at  Wilmington,  in  Delaware. 

We  cannot  allow  this  truly  estimable  family  to  leave  ns  with- 
out the  expression  of  regret,  which  we  are  sure  is  common  to 
the  whole  circle  of  their  acquaintances,  that  circumstances 
should  have  oliliged  them  to  retire  from  the  bosom  of  a society 
by  which,  witlinut  reference  to  political  distinctions,  they  were 
respected  and  beloved. 

The  board  of  health  proclaims  several  deaths  from 
Cholera  in  Cincinnati — nine  in  the  preceding  week,  of 
which  six  were  strangers  and  three  residents;  but  they 
do  not  regard  the  disease  as  a present  epidemic,  and  ex- 
press a hope  that  it  will  not  become  one.  The  paper* 
also  contain  the  following  card — 

Epidemic  cholera.  I’his  disease,  which  raged  with  so  much 
violence,  up  the  river  last  week  has  been  rapidly  abating  for 
two  or  three  d.ays  past. 

The  fears  which  some  persons  entertained,  on  Sunday,  that 
it  was  about  to  become  prevalent  in  Cincinnati,  seems  not  like- 
ly to  be  realized.  Many  reasons  iiiiitht,  indeed,  be  given  for 
e.xpecting  that  the  country  will  be  much  more  severely  visited 
than  the  city.  Those  who  are  in  the  city  should  remain  at 
home.  It  was  a singular  movement  of  a number  of  persons  last 
week,  to  fly  to  the  country,  because  they  heard  the  cholera  was 
there. 

Those  who  c.ame  into  the  city  for  security,  certainly  reasonetf 
in  the  most  logical  manner. 

It  was  remarked  on  the  river,  where  the  cholera  lately  pre- 
vailed, that  it  was  constantly  worse  after  a thunder  storm. 
Was  not  this  owing  to  the  great  heat  before  and  the  coolness 
and  dampness  after  that  event.^  All  persons,  according  to  this 
view,  should  be  careful  to  guard  against  the  action  of  the  air  oi» 
the  surface  of  their  bodies,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night;  chil- 
dren especially  should  be  protected.  Daniel  Drake,  M.  D, 

July  15,  4 P.  M. 

From  one  of  the  ascending  steamboats,  eighteen  per- 
sons had  been  buried,  on  the  Mississippi — and  nearly  all 
the  boats  appear  to  lose  some  passengers,  most  of  whona 
are  German  emigrants,  badly  provided,  and  exposed  to 
the  mid-day  sun  and  night-air,  on  deck.  We  have  also 
the  following  from  the  Charleston  (S.  C. ) Patriot: 

We  learn  from  Clarendon,  that  an  epidemic  so  like  the  cho- 
lera prevails  there,  that  at  least  one  physician  believes  it  to  b© 
that  disease.  If  it  is,  it  seems  to  be  much  modified,  though  it 
has  been  more  fatal  than  any  ordinary  complaint  of  the  sort. 

has  lost  twenty  negroes  by  it.  On  the  other  side  of  the 

river,  (Richland  district),  and  on  several  plantations,  the  great- 
er part  of  the  negroes  are  down  with  it. 

A few  deaths  by  cholera  were  happening  at  several 
places  in  the  west.  Individuals  are  carried  off  in  very 
short  periods  of  time — and  men  wonder  that  death  so 
suddenly  follows  apparent  health. 

The  Irish  and  German  emigrants  seem  most  liable  to 
this  disease  of  all  other  persons.  They  are  congregated 
in  masses — badly  supplied  with  wholesome  food,  and 
oftentimes  covered  with  foul  clothing,  as  well  as  much 
exposed  to  the  weather.  Out  of  these  facts,  useful  know- 
ledge may  be  gained. 
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Tlie  most  careful  and  prudent,  and  best  provided  for 
persons,  sometimes  die  of  the  cholera — 'but  the  compai’a- 
tivc  number  of  these  is  few,  even  when  the  disease  be- 
comes an  epidemic. 

Many  fatal  cases  of  cholera  are  happening  at  Montre- 
al, La  Chine,  and  other  places  in  Canada.  The  newly 
arrived  emigrants  make  up  the  greater  ]>art  of  the  num- 
ber, and  they  perish  also  from  tlte  free  use  of  cold  water. 
The  thermometer  had  ranged  between  90  and  98,  in  the 
shade. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  considerably  in- 
creased its  discounts,  and  freely  purchased  exchange  on 
England — 'neither  of  which  gives  satisfaction  to  its  oppo- 
nents, though  also  lately  dissatisfied  while  the  bank  was 
gathering  up  its  means  to  defend  itself,  and  so  preserve 
a sound  currency,  in  which,  as  we  have  shewn,  the  stock- 
holders of  that  bank  have  a dee|)er  interest  than  any 
other  class  of  persons. 

It  is  said  that  exchange  will  soon  rise  to  the  real  par, 
as  it  must,  if  persons  resume  confidence  in  business,  and 
make  importations  of  goods  as  heretofore;  and  added, 
that  the  bank  will  make  a large  profit  on  its  draughts  on 
London.  For  this,  also,  the  bank  is  assailed. 

Though  some  relief  has  been  afforded  in  the  money 
market,  the  yet  sluggish  circulation  of  money  renders  it 
“scarce” — for  persons  who  have  it  are  cautious  in  sufler- 
ing  it  to  pass  out  of  their  i»ossession;  and  thus  we  sup- 
pose that  it  will  be,  let  the  United  States  bank  do  all  that 
It  possibly  can, until  the  business  of  the  currency  is  some- 
how arranged,  and  Y><^fsons  can  ascertain  what  may  be 
reasonably  depended  on. 

As  an  evidence  of  what  is  just  stated,  we  see  it  shewn 
in  the  United  States  Gazette,  that  the  Philadelphia  loan 
of  1833,  for  $100,000,  was  taken  at  a premium  of  $15,050 
—the  offerings  being  346,500;  but  now  a loan  for  the  like 
sum,  and  of  the  same  description,  has  produced  a pre- 
mium of  only  $6,021 — or  8,928  less  than  in  the  last  year, 
and  the  offerings  amounted  only  to  147,000,  of  which 
30,000  came  from  the  sinking  fund  of  the  city. 

The  excitement  about  banking  matters  continues  in 
Baltimore.  A publication  issued  by  Mr.  Poidtney,  late 
president  of  the  bank  of  Maryland,  implicates  other  per- 
sons, and,  involving  important  transactions,  many  sin- 
gular expositions  are  expected.  There  are  other  pro- 
ceedings concerning  the  “Tennessee  bonds”  of  an  excit- 
ing character. 

These  tilings  have,  at  present,  too  much  of  a local 
character  for  our  pages — and  besides,  we  do  not  wish  to 
meddle  with  them  at  all;  but  may,  and  will,  if  it  shall 
appear  to  us  that  the  public  good  is  concerned  in  refer- 
ences to  them.  Of  this  we  are  sure,  that  the  w'elfare 
of  the  city  is  not  promoted  by  these  doings. 

The  following  is  a notice  of  the  third  case  of  the  kind 
that  has  been  recently  published.  The  question  has  of- 
tentimes been  asked,  where  is  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States?  It  -was  at  Washington — but  to  some,  even  of  the 
public  officers,  it  is  not  there  at  present. 

The  Philadelphia  Daily  Advertiser  says— 

“Some  time  since,  a mercantile  house  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia received  a remittance  for  a house  in  Upper  Missouri,  of  a 
^ draft  on  R.  B.  Taney,  secretary  of  the  United  Slates  treasury, 

* Washington  city,  drawn  by  the  surveyor  of  public  lands  at  Lit- 
tle Rock,  in  Arkansas  territory,  for  375  dollars,  being  one  quar- 
ter’s salary,  due  and  payable  on  the  first  of  July.  This  draft 
was  deposited  for  collection,  and,  w'hen  due,  was  protested  for 
non-payment.  The  reason  given  in  the  protest  was,  that,  when 
the  notary  presented  it  at  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury for  payment,  Hhe  chief  clerk  replied,  it  could  he  paid  by  a 
check  on  Natchez  or  New  Orleans — not  otherwise.^  The  draft 
and  protest  were  therefore  sent  back  to  Philadelphia,  and  the 
mercantile  house,  having  no  authority  to  receive  such  kind  of 
payment,  was  compelled  to  return  it  to  the  house  in  Upper  Mis- 
souri, who  will  have  to  send  down  to  Arkansas  territory  to  get 
authority  to  receive  payment  in  checks  at  2 to  3 per  cent,  below 
par,  in  addition  to  the  loss  of  time,  and  expenses  of  protest  and 
postages.” 

To  what  an  extent  the  losses  spoken  of  might  have 
proceeded  no  one  can  venture  to  say,  had  not  the  follow- 
ing clause,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  been  in- 
serted, or  forced,  into  the  general  appropriation  bill — 


“Sec.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  payment  of  the 
money,  appropriated  by  this  act,  or  any  oihcr  act  passed  at  the 
prc.sent  se.-sion  of  concress,  shall  be  made  in  the  note  or  note* 
of  any  bank  which  shall  not  be  at  par  value  at  Ihe  place  wheue 
such  p.aymenl  may  he  made,  prtivided  that  iioibing  herein  con- 
tained shall  hr;  construed  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver 
a tender  in  [)ayinent  of  any  debt  due  from  Ibe  United  States  to 
individuals.” 

But  for  this  clause,  millions  of  “uncnirent  money” 
w ould  have  been  imposed  on  the  circulation,  as  it  was 
mentioned  in  our  last  tliat  the  crew  of  a public  vessel, 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  had  been  paid  off  in  bills  of  the 
western  bai.ks  of  JVerv  York  or  the  bank  of  J\lichigan, 
whicb  “poor  Jack”  had  to  sell,  before  he  could  purchase 
“even  a glass  of  grog.  Had  not  such  proceedings  been 
arrested,  an  unparalleled  amount  of  shaving  would  be 
now  transacting  in  all  parts  ol  the  United  States,  and  the 
thing  so  managed  that,  while  the  deposite  bank  at  Ports- 
mouth, perhaps,  ]>aid  off  the  public  creditors  in  bills  of 
the  bank  of  Detroit,  the  latter  would  pay  them  in  bills 
of  the  bank  at  Portsmouth,  and,  through  the  aid  of  friend- 
ly, if  not  allied  dealers  in  “money,”  each  bank,  or  its 
agent  or  other  shaver,  would  make  2 or  3 per  cent. — say 
five  per  cent,  on  the  double  operation.  This  would  be  a 
“sweating  of  candles,”  atid  “sanding  of  sugar,”  with  a 
vengeance!  The  following  was  the  vote  in  the  senate, 
on  this  clause. — a party  one,  with  the  exceptiouof  Mr. 
King,  of  Geo.  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr.  Kent,  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  the  negative. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Chambers,  Cl.ay,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing, Frelinghiiysen,  King,  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Mangum,  Nau- 
dain,  Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Tomlinson,  Waggnman,  Webster — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Morris,  Pres- 
ton, Shepley,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright — 16. 

It  is  impossible,  we  think,  that  a majority  of  the  gen- 
tlemen in  the  negative  could  have  viewed  this  matter  in 
the  light  in  which  it  now  presents  itself  so  clearly  to  us; 
and  the  senator  from  Pennsylvania  might  have  well  re- 
collected an  occurrence  w hich  happened  in  his  own  stale, 
not  very  long  ago,  which,  whether  truly  proclaimed  or 
not,  was  the  main  cause  of  changing  the  administration 
of  that  commonwealth. 

But  even  with  this  wholesome  clause  inserted  in  the 
bill  [which  happily  applies  to  all  the  appropriation  bills] 
great  inconvenience  will  ensue  if  the  spirit  of  the  pro- 
ceeding stated  as  to  the  surveyor  in  Arkansas,  is  carried 
out  in  extenso—AwA  injustice  also  be  done,  in  the  nevr 
conditions  forced  on  persons  claiming  payment  for  pub- 
lic services  rendered.  It  easily  may  be,  and,  in  many 
instances,  no  doubt  was,  a part  of  the  consideration  of 
contractors  and  others  that  they  were  to  be  paid  in  funds 
that  were  of  equal,  or,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal  value 
in  the  east  and  the  west,  the  north  and  the  south — for  the 
payment  of  3 per  cent,  on  exchanges  is  the  same  as  a 
loss  of  six  months  use  of  money — which  is  no  small 
affair  in  business  transactions;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
the  public  disbursements  in  the  west  have  entered  exten- 
sively into  the  amount  of  remittances  eastward,  leaving 
the  local  currency,  or  specie  circulation,  to  that  amount, 
“at  home,”  for  common  use.  A check  on  JV'utchez  or 
Orleans,  is  just  as  good  to  satisfy  debts  or  make 
purchases  in  either  city,  as  a check  on  Philadelphia  or 
JVew  York  is,  to  be  used  in  them;  but  if  the  funds  are 
not  to  be  expended  at  the  place  where  the  check  is 
payable,  the  check  becomes  a bill  of  exchange,  or  an  ar- 
ticle of  merchandise,  and  commands  a premium  or  sub- 
mits to  a discount,  according  to  the  course  of  trade, 
which  seems  against  the  west  so  far  as  this — that,  al- 
though a great  deal  of  money  is  carried,  or  transmitted, 

*Our  authority  for  this  is  the  “Providence  Journal,”  which 
also  says— 

“It  is  known  that  almost  every  claim  against  the  government 
for  services  and  supplie.s,  is  now  paid  by  checks  on  distant  de- 
posite bank*.  Bills  for  ^2,  ^5,  $10  and  $100,  are  paid  by 
the  treasury  department,  by  remitting  to  the  public  creditor  in 
Maine,  Louisiana,  and  other  remote  parts  of  the  country,  checks 
on  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  at  Washington,  which  are  sold 
by  those  who  receive  them  in  payment  for  honest  claims,  at  10, 
20  and  50  per  cent,  discount.  We  have  seen  checks  for  $2,  $3 
and  $5,  drawn  by  officers  of  the  different  departments  on  this 
favorite  pet  institution,  sent  here  to  pay  bills  against  the  go- 
vernment, of  these  small  amounts.  They  were  of  course  scarce- 
ly worth  collecting,  and  were  sold  by  the  holders  for  50  and  60 
per  cent,  discount.” 
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from  the  east  to  the  west,  it  generally,  and  soon,  retnrris 
to  the  east,  not  oppressively,  hot  as  it  were  naturally — 
and  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  tlie  same  principle,  that 
the  United  States,  on  account  of  stocks  or  importations, 
or  otherwise,  is  altoays  behind-hand  with  Great  Britain, 
though  bills  on  the  latter  cotintry  may  be  really  under 
the  true  par  in  tlie  former;  this  case  oftentimes  shev\  ing 
(as  at  present),  only  an  inability,  or  an  indisposition,  to 
purchase  them. 

There  is  a “right”  in  the  government,  surely,  to  pay 
its  creditors  where  it  pleases,  being  so  understood  in  tlie 
contract  or  engagement  made  between  the  parties;  but 
the  exeixise  of  that  rights  without  sucli  an  vndevstmul- 
inq-^  may  be  altogether  unjust,  and  certainly  stamls  as  an 
admission  that  the  “expeiiment”  of  giving  us  a 
cwrency'^  than  tlie  bank  furnished,  has  already  failed. 
The  state  banks,  acting  independently  of  each  other,  and 
every  one  fur  itself,  cannot  carry  on  the  exchanges  which 
the  business  of  the  nation  requires,  without  large  pay- 
ments or  losses  on  account  of  premiums  or  discounts,  or 
cost  of  transportations  of  motiey;  and  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  the  average  of  the  240  millions  of  dollars, 
in  distant‘s  exchanges,  (made  by  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  in 
1832),  cost  the  public  only  the  eleventh  part  of  one  per 
cent.  What  would  it  have  cost  to  have  made  these  ex- 
changes in  dollars? 

One  other  remark.  The  cost  of  exchanges,  or  amount  of 
discounts  paid  on  uncurrent  bills  or  bank  notes,  ultimate- 
ly, and  oftentimes,  direclly,\  falls  chiefly  on  the  working 
or  poorer  classes  of  the  people.  The  public  contractor 
or  private  merchant  may  calculate,  and  should  calculate, 
the  losses  on,  or  reductions  of  profit  to  which  he  is  lia- 
ble, and  add  them,  as  the  impoi-ter  adds  the  duty  on  goods 
received  from  foreign  countries,  all  which  must  fall  upon 
consumers.  But  there  is  this  great  ditterence,  that  du- 
ties, so  far  as  tliey  have  a pure  protecting  character,  are 
fully  balanced  in  advanced  wages  paid  for  labor  and  ma- 
terials and  supplies  of  all  sorts;  whereas  the  losses  sus- 
tained on  exchanges  have  no  countervailing  benefit, 
unless  in  the  support  of  the  few  persons  who  deal  in 
money. 

The  “Richmond  Enquirer”  gives  the  following  extract 
from  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Randolph,  of  Roanoke, 
dated  January  1st,  1832. 

“I  do  hereby  appoint  my  friend,  William  Leigh,  of  Halifax, 
and  my  brother,  Henry  St.  George  Tucker,  president  of  the 
court  of  appeals,  executors  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
requiring  them  to  sell  all  the  slaves  and  other  personal  or  pe- 
rishable property,  and  vest  the  proceeds  in  bank  stock  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  default  of  there  being  such 
bank,  (which  may  God  grant,  for  the  safety  of  our  liberties),  in 
the  English  3 per  cent,  consols;  and  in  case  of  there  being  no 
such  stocks,  (which  also  may  God  grant,  for  the  s.alvatioii  of 
old  England),  then  in  the  United  States  3 per  cent,  stock,  or  in 
defect  of  such  stock  in  mortgages  on  land  in  England.” 

There  is,  in  our  apprehension,  no  small  degree  of  in- 
consistency in  the  points  made  in  this  extract.  He,  Mr. 
R.  regarded  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States  as  the  safest 
possible  place  of  deposite  for  his  money,  and  directed 
that  it  should  be  vested  in  itssfot/r — and  yet,  for  the  sake 
of  the  “liberties”  of  his  country,  wislied  that  there  should 
be  no  such  bank:  but,  for  the  safety  of  this  money,  lie 
would  have  made  his  heirs  partners  in  the  concern 
against  liberty.  If  such  a bank  ought  not  to  be,  why  in- 
terest persons  in  its  continuance,  and  give  it  fresh 
strength  to  do  evil?  Every  man  opposed  to  any  particu- 
lar thing,  should  not  touch  it;  and  one  of  the  weakest,  as 
well  as  most  common  excuses  tor  offences,  is — If  I -won't 
another  -will,  and  so  I may  as  -well  do  it."  The  testator 
must  have  well  known  that  all  new  demands  for  the  stock 
of  a bank  strengthens  the  bank,  in  the  increased  public 

^Meaning  those  out  of  the  places  at  the  bank  or  its  several 
offices  are  located,  and  including,  of  course,  all  the  exchanges 
between  the  offices,  &c. 

fMillions  of  “good  money”  have  been  exchanjjed  with  bro- 
kers for  “country  money”  at  a discoun^  on  the  latter,  and  di- 
rectly paid  to  working  people.  We  have  many  times  known  the 
very  bank  notes  that  we  sold  to  biokers,  as  unfitted  to  pay  our 
workmen,  sold  to  othdr  employers  to  pay  otf  theirs.  We  have 
repeatedly  seen  the  exact  operation  performed;  and  the  money 
thus  obtained  and  paid  out,  very  probably  came  back  to  the 
same  broker,  to  undergo  another  operation,  before  the  work- 
man’s wife  entered  the  market  to  purchase  food  for  the  family. 
There  is  less  of  this  going  on  than  thcie  used  to  be— but  still 
cases  are  not  wanting. 


confidence,  as  well  as  personal  interest,  that  it  inspires. 
Why  then  Income  a party  in  tho  case  stated? 

\\  e should  liave  thouglit  that  Mr.  R.  would  have  pre- 
ferred “mortgages  on  laud"  in  the  “Ancient  Dominion,” 
to  all  other  kinds  of  security — but  in  case  of  default  in 
the  stocks  described,  he  directs  that  the  investment  should 
be  made  on  “mortgages  on  land  in  Kngland" — and  the 
whole  shew  s,  that  lie  had  full  faith  in  the  solvency  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — much  faith  in  the  British  3 
jier  cent,  consols — and  a saving  faith  in  mortgages  on 
English  land — but  no  faith  in  the  public  stocks  cf  his  ow  n 
country  or  state,  or  any  of  the  states,  (except  the  United 
Slates  3 per  cents.)  or  in  the  state  bunks,  nor  on  jHOper- 
ty  in  American  lands,  to  pay  interest  upon  or  rtpay  the 
capital  invested. 

To  estimate  the  matter  rightfully,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected that  Mr.  R.  was  opposed  to  the  whole  hanking 
system,  and  oftentimes  had  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
old  ilays  of  lionesty  and  chivalry,  when  debts  were  paid 
i “TOBACCO,”  had  passed  away,  never  to  return  to — 
Virginia.'  He  had  a belter  opinion  of  “pounds  of  tobac- 
co” than  of  pennyweights  of  gold.  He  seemed  to  consi- 
der tobacco  an  original  principle  of  value! 

The  “Globe”  of  the  21st,  speaking  of  the  late  dividend 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  has  the  follow  ing  pa- 
ragraphs, which  we  insert  just  as  they  are  printed  in  that 
paper: 

VV’e  have  been  put  in  possession  of  a fact  which  may  ex- 
plain the  seizure  and  seqiiestralion  of  the  public  dividend.s  by 
the  liaiik.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  dividend  recently  dc- 
claied  for  the  last  six  months,  was  3^  per  cent.  Now’,  we  are 
informed,  that  to  take  up  this  dividend,  rc<;nircd  aftont  $7(), 000 
more  than  the  entire  nett  jirojits  of  the  hank  for  the  last  six 
months!  So  great  have  been  Mr.  Biddle’s  priming'  and  other 
political  exjienses,  and  so  disastrous  his  needless  curtailments 
upon  the  interests  of  the  bank,  that  he  was  obliged,  in  order  to 
keep  Up  the  usual  dividends,  to  make  a broach  into  his  capital 
or  reserved  funds,  or  plunder  somebody  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. Having  a majority  of  the  senate  devoted  to  him,  and 
ready  to  defend  all  his  outrages,  he  has  thought  the  best  way 
to  make  it  up  is  to  plunder  the  govermnent!  This  he  has  dojic, 
by  seizing  on  the  public  dividends,  to  the  amount  of  $U'i8,000. 
This  makes  up  the  ^70,000  deficiency,  and  leaves  $88,000  sur- 
plus, to  be  used  for  a like  purpose  in  future. 

Tims  it  is  that  THE  PEOPLE  are  made  to  pay  for  the  cor- 
ruptions of  this  bank.  The  most  brazen  faced  of  the  bank  ad- 
vocates do  not  iiretend  that  the  bank  lias  really  incurred  a da- 
mage of  $158,000.  All  they  maintain  is,  that  by  law  they  arc 
authorised  to  charge  it.  By  their  own  showing,  it  is  charging 
something  for  nothing!  It  has  no  equity  or  justice  in  it,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  statement  of  the  case.  They  take  the  mo- 
ney, not  because  it  is  right — not  because  they  have  paid,  or 
done,  or  suffered  any  thing  for  it— but  because  they  say  it  is 
lav  fill. 

But  the  truth  is,  there  is  no  law  to  authorise  it.  No  law, 
no  precedent — nothing  can  be  fonnd  to  palliate  the  outrage. 
The  bank  seizes  the  money,  because  its  managers  think  they 
can  hold  it  through  the  corr-ujttion  of  the  public  a^horilics!  VVe 
shall  see. 

We  should  think  that  if  there  was  a reasonablw  dis- 
cretion in  the  editorship  of  the  “Globe,”  the  matter 
about  the  bill  that  xvas  drawn  upon  France  would  never 
be  stirred,  for  jieople  are  apt  to  ask — why  was  the  bill 
drawn  at  alU  but,  if  properly  drawn,  why  sold,  instead 
of  being  handed  over  for  collection? — for  it  is  alleged 
that  its  product,  passed  to  the  credit  of  tlie  United  States, 
remained  idle  in  the  bank,  and,  therefore,  that  neither  da- 
mages or  interest  ought  to  be  charged.  The  treasury, 
in  this  affair,  performed  a common  mercantile  opera- 
tion,^— but  a merchant  would  be  thought  insane,  if  of- 
fering to  excuse  himself  from  the  payment  of  damages 
or  interest  on  such  a bill,  for  the  reason  th’at  he  had 
had  as  large  an  amount  of  money  lying  idle  in  a bank. 
And  such  merchant  would  also  he  thouglit  a “queer  one” 
— a fool,  iierhaps,  for  selling,  or  having  discounted,  any 
bill  due  him,  before  it  was  apparent  that  he  should  want 
its  proceeds.  The  bank  ofiered  to  collect  the  bill,  and 
then  the  usual  or  actual  rates  of  exchange  would  only 
have  been  required  or  paid;  but  it  was  desired  that  'the 
hill  should  be  purchasedhy  the  bank^ — 'and  thus  the  bank 
was  made  liable  for  the  damages  charged,  and  would  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  them  but  for  the  intervention  of 
a friend  of  that  institution,  who,  the  honor  of  the  bank, 
paid  the  amount  of  the  bill — and  yet  the  demand  for  da- 
mages in  this  case,  such  as  no  merchant  or  dealing  man 
would  dare  to  deny  the  exact  justice  of,  is  called  '■'■plun- 
dering," '■'■brazen-faced,"  &c.  and  the  reference  m.ade  to 
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the  latOy  also  imputes  a charge  of  corruption^'  in  the  ju- 
diciary of  the  United  States,  by  the  “Globe,”  for  doing 
•what  the  law  ordains;  for  there  is  plain  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, aye,  and  pecedent  too,  notwithstanding  what  is  so 
recklessly  assei-ted  on  that  subject. 

Of  other  points  made  it  is  useless  to  speak. 

The  following  paragraphs  concerning  the  gold  bills 
and  gold,  are  registered  for  future  use' — 

Extracts  from  the  Globe. 

“Happily  they  have  but  few  banks  in  the  west,  and  therefore 
need  gold  to  carry  about  and  to  travel  upon.  Happily  again, 
the  greatest  supply  of  gold  will  go  to  the  west.  The  emigrants 
removing  to  that  great  region  will  all  carry  gold  in  preference 
to  either  silver  or  paper;  for  it  is  lighter  than  silver,  and  safer 
than  paper.  The  land  offices  will  become  receptacles  and  re- 
servoirs of  gold;  whence  it  will  be  distributed  to  the  country 
through  the  government  disbursements  through  the  military, 
the  surveying  and  the  Indian  departments;  and  wo  to  the  officer 
who,  having  received  gold  from  the  government, shall  presume, 
or  dare,  to  offer  paper  to  the  soldier's,  or  citizens.  Then  a great 
stream  of  gold  will  flow  up  the  Mississippi  from  New  Orleans, 
and  diffuse  itself  all  over  the  great  west.  Nearly  all  the  gold 
coinage  of  the  new  world  will  come  to  the  United  States;  for 
all  the  coinage  of  the  new  governments  of  Mexico  and  South 
America,  being  the  coinage  of  rebel  provinces,  cannot  go  to  old 
Spain,  or  to  any  of  her  dependencies,  and  therefore  will  come 
to  the  United  States  as  its  natural  and  best  market.  This  will 
fill  the  west  with  doubloons  and  half  joes;  and  in  eight  or  nine 
months  from  this  time,  every  substantial  citizen  will  have  a 
long  silken  purse,  of  fine  open  net  work,  through  the  intersti- 
ces of  which  the  yellow  gold  will  shine  and  glitter.  Then  tra- 
vellers will  be  free  from  the  pestilence  of  ragged,  filthy  and 
counterfeit  notes.  Every  substantial  man,  and  every  substan- 
tial man’s  wife  and  daughter,  will  travel  upon  gold.  The  sa- 
tellites of  the  bank  alone,  to  show  their  servile  subjection  to 
their  liege  monarch,  will  repine  at  the  loss  of  paper!” 

So  gold  was  to  be  “as  plenty  as  blackberries;”  but  the 
“Globe”  again  says — 

“So  inveterate  is  the  bank  opposition  to  this  great  measure, 
that  many  bank  men  actualhj  refuse  to  receive  gold!  although  it 
is  but  a few  days,  only  until  the  first  d.ay  of  August,  that  it  be- 
comes a legal  tender,  at  the  advanced  rates.  They  refuse  to 
receive  it  except  at  the  old  rates,  pretending  that  they  prefer 
United  States  bank  notes  to  gold.  The  republicans  on  the 
other  hand,  proudly  receive  gold  at  the  advanced  rates;  and 
thus  a new  standard  is  developed  in  the  country  by  which  to 
test  political  parties.  The  bank  p.irty  deride  gold;  the  republi- 
cans extol  it — the  bank  party  throw  it  aside,  and  pretend  they 
do  not  want  it;  the  republicans  eagerly  seek  after  it,  and  prefer 
it  to  any  thing  else.  Every  republican  that  can  get  gold,  travels 
upon  il;  every  bank  whig  prefers  the  Bid  well  notes. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian. 

I understand  the  operations  of  this  establi.'^hment  [the  mint  of 
the^United  Slates]  are  very  tardy.  It  is  well  known  that  it  has 
been  for  many  years  used  principally  for  the  convenience  of 
the  U.  S.  bank;  and,  unless  I am  greatly  misinformed,  that  in- 
stitution has  acquired,  and  now  exercises,  too  much  influence 
over  the  operations  of  this  establi.<hment. 

It  is  very  certain  that  if  the  U.  S.  bank  can,  by  any  means, 
prevent  the  gold  coins  from  getting  into  circulation  until  after 
the  October  elections,  it  will  be  a great  object  gained,  and  it  is 
necessary  for  the  people  to  exercise  a most  watchful  supervi- 
sion over  all  the  public  officers  who  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  gold  coins.  Paul  Pry. 

We  see  it  stated,  in  some  of  the  papers,  that  the  gold 
tables  published  are  not  correct.  We  have  not  investi- 
gated the  subject,  and  do  not  affect  to  understand  it.  The 
following,  has  reference  to  another  subject,  and  is  called 
by  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Centinel  “inadvertent  legis- 
lation.” 

A correspondent,  who  is  an  intelligent  and  accurate  mer- 
chant, has  sent  us  the  following  item. 

“In  the  new  gold  law,  the  weight  of  an  eagle  is  required  to  be 
258  grains  of  standard  gold — the  half  eagle  129,  and  the  quarter 
eagle  6H.  The  value  of  standard  gold  is  fixed  at  94  and  8 10  ct. 
per  dwt.  At  this  rate  a new  eagle  weighing. 258  grains,  would 
come  to  $10  19  instead  of  $10.” 

If  these  statements  be  correct,  there  has  been  an  error  of  le- 
gislation, which  must  have  been  inadvertent,  and  was  probably 
a clerical  one.  We  find  that  253  grains  standard  gold,  are 
equal  to  $10,  and  consequently,  the  eagle  ought  to  consist  of 
that  weight,  instead  of  258,  as  provided  by  the  law.  This 
might  have  been  set  down  as  a typographical  error,  but  that 
half  and  quarter  eagles  are  fixed  at  the  half  and  quarter  of258, 
as  appears  above,  and  moreover,  numerals  in  legislative  acts 
are  written  out.  Il  is  not  improbable,  that  in  the  original 
draught  of  the  act,  a figure  3 may  have  been  mistaken  for  8, 
and  the  other  calculations  based  upon  the  error  and  written 
out  after  the  erroneous  draught  when  the  law  came  to  be  en- 
grossed. Come  the  mistake  whence  it  may,  should  any  new 
eagles  be  made  conformably  to  it,  they  would  be  worth  more 
than  $10.  But  the  probability  is,  that  the  error  will  be  disco- 


vered at  the  mint,  and  no  eagles  be  made  till  the  law  shall  b« 
revised  and  amended  at  the  next  session  of  congress. 

We  have  only  to  express  an  opinion  that  gold  will  not 

come  into  common  use  “until after  the  October  elec- 

tio7isJ”  The  eagles  and  their  parts,  at  present  coined, 
will  never  enter  into  the  circulation,  witli  their  fraction- 
al values  added.  They  are  exceedingly  inconvenient, 
and  the  people  cannot  understand  them.  And  as  to  a 
new  coin-age,  the  ])i*eceding  statement  puts  a “stopper” 
on  that,  if  the  matter  is  rightfully  calculated — but  were 
it  otherwise,  no  one  could  have  expected  a great  emis- 
sion from  the  mint — “before  the  October  elections!”  It 
will  require  some  time  to  get  gold,  and  prepare  it  for 
coinage.  Before  a salmon  is  “cooked,”  it  must  be 
caught.  And  what  have  the  elections  to  do  with  this 
thing.?  ThK  ELKCTIONS! 

It  would  seem,  however,  from  the  great  noise  that  has 
been  made  about  them,  that  the  gold  bills  are  thought, 
by  some,  to  have  much  to  do  with  the  elections! — tliough 
not  at  all  opposed  in  congress  on  party  grounds,  nor  other- 
wise objected  to,  except  that,  in  the  opinion  of  several  of 
the  best  informed  members,  the  legal  value  of  gold,  as 
established  in  these  bills,  was  rather  high,  as  measured 
by  the  legal  value  of  silver — which  latter  is  the  basis  of 
legal  values  with  us,  and  in  many  other  countries.  But 
the  “Globe,”  and  the  numerous  other  presses  -which  say 
as  it  says,  do  not  understand,  or  suppress  the  fact,  that 
the  value  attached  to  gold  will  have  no  sort  of  ef- 
fect on  its  real  value,  in  the  money  market.  Our  old 
coinage  is  now  only  as  bullion,  and  will  remain  so  till 
exhausted;  and  if  the  legal  value  in  the  new  coin.age  be 
too  high,  that  will  also  become  bullion,  except  in  forced 
transactions  under  the  laws  These  may  give  a certain 
degree  of  currency  to  even  an  adulterated  coinage.  The 
“continental  bills”  had  such  a one  in  the  revolution.  But 
if  the  legal  rate  of  silver  renders  ten  dollars  more  valua- 
ble than  an  eagle,  the  eagle,  at  10  dollars,  will  not  be- 
come the  rneasure  of  values. 

We  as  heartily  desire  a supply  of  gold  coins,  especially 
of  half  eagles  and  quarters,  as  any  one;  and  only  differ 
w’ith  some  as  to  the  quantity  of  fine  gold  to  be  contained 
in  them.  Frequently,  and  many  years  ago,  we  spoke  of 
the  too  loro  value  that  we  had  placed  on  gold — and  shall 
rejoice  in  seeing  that  the  new  value  has  not  been  placed 
too  high. 

Mr.  Letcher  has  published  a spirited  address  to  the 
people  of  the  5lh  congressional  district  of  Kentucky. 
His  late  opponent,  Mr.  JHoore,  it  is  said,  has  addressed 
a note  to  Mr.  L.  proposing  that  both  of  them  should 
withdraw  their  claims — a proposition  which  “will  he  re- 
jected with  scorn,”  says  one  of  the  journals  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

Two  members  of  congress  Mr.  Demi-ng,  of  Vermont, 
and  Mr.  Slade,  of  Illinois,  have  died  since  the  recess  of 
congress. 

Charles  Webster,  esq.  recently  died  at  Saratoga  Springs, 
in  the  72d  year  of  his  age.  Fifty  years  ago  he  established, 
and  for  forty  years  published,  the  “Albany  Gazette.” 
He  was  an  exoellent  man. 


The  New  Orleans  “Argus”  of  the  11th,  though  not 
given  to  huzzaing,  has  an  article  headed  “Huzza!  huzza 
for  White! !”  and  “Glorious  triumph!”  And  then  pro- 
ceeds to  say  that  in  the  city  the  vote  was,  for  White  (for 
governor)  948;  Dawson  542 — and  adds,  “we  have  carried 
all  our  ticket,  and  Mr.  White  is  now  2,000  ahead,  in  this 
and  the  adjoining  parishes.” 

When  the  counting  of  the  votes  in  the  city  was  conclud- 
ed, a band  in  attendance  struck  up  “See  the  conquering 
hero  comes,”  and  the  successful  candidates  w'ere  sere- 
naded until  after  midnight.  This  is  the  way  of  doing 
things  in  New  Orleans. 

It  will  be  some  days,  however,  before  we  can  learn  the 
result  of  this  election.  Mr.  Laroson  was  expected  to 
have  a very  strong  vote  in  the  south-eastern  parishes. 

H.  Johnson  (anti-, Jackson)  has  been  elected  to  congress 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  Erving,  of  the  senate,  has  accepted  an  invitation 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Kanawha,  Va.  to  partake  of  a 
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rnibUc  dinner  with  them.  In  his  letter  of  acceptance,  Mr. 
E,  says— 

“Tlie  vaNey  of  the  Kanawha,  is  to  me,  a scene  of  early,  and 
cherished  recollections,  and  it  will  afford  me  the  highest  satis 
faction  (o  revisit  it,  and  to  take  by  the  hand  my  old  and  es- 
teemed friends,  from  whom,  long  since,  and  under  far  different 
ciiciiinstances,  1 received  marks  of  kindness  and  regard,  which 
1 still  delight  to  recur  to  and  will  long  treasure  in  my  memory.” 

It  was  in  tlie  “valley  of  the  Kanawha”  that  Mr.  Etv- 
mg  laid  the  foundation  of  his  present  high  standing  in 
society,  by  literally  heioing  his  way  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion,— which  had  lieen  denied  to  him  in  early  youth,  by 
the  adversity  of  his  fortunes. 

The  committee,  in  their  letter  of  invitation,  say — 

They  recognise  in  you  not  only  a native  son  of  our  ancient 
commonwealth,  but  a cherished  iriend  and  former  resident  of 
this  valley.  And  it  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  graiihcation 
and  pride,  that  (hey  have  witnessed  your  advancenienl  to  the 
distinguislied  station  now  occupied  by  you,  and  which  you 
have  filled  with  equal  credit  to  yoursell  and  honor  to  our  com- 
mon country. 

The  letter  is  signed  by  A.  Donnally,  Wm.  Wliitteker, 
Charles  Brown,  Benj.  H.  Smith,  Spicer  Patrick,  I'ho- 
nias  Wells,  Andrew  Parks,  L.  Welch,  D.  Ruifner,  Joel 
Slirewsbury  sen.  George  W.  Summers,  John  J.  Cabell, 
J.  C.  McFarland,  Richard  K.  Cralle,  D.  Smitli. 

Several  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  late  riots  in 
New  York  have  been  tried,  and  some  of  them  sent  to  tiie 
penitentiary,  for  short  periods  of  time. 

In  noticing  the  criminal  trials  at  New  York,  and  in 
other  places,  we  have  been  oftentimes  led  to  believe  that 
our  present  state  prisons  are  not  penite7itiuriesy  and  tliat 
this  project  of  “reform”  has  totally  failed.  We  see  that 
some  have  been  confined  three  or  four  times,  and  that 
one  person,  only  30  years  old,  had  spent  17  of  them  in  a 
state  prison,  wliich  he  has  just  re-entered  for  anotiter 
term.  These  institutions,  in  our  opinion,  are  much  bet- 
ter fitted  to  preverit  offences  than  to  correct  the  habits  of 
offenders — and  hence,  that  petit  crimes  should  be  other- 
wise punished,  and  great  offences,  or  repeated  offences 
by  the  same  person,  have  a much  lengthened  period  of 
service— and,  as  it  were,  without  the  hope  of  pardon. 

The  report  of  a battle  with  the  “Mormons,”  in  Jack- 
son  county,  Missouri,  was  not  true;  but  these  people,  lo 
the  number  of  800  or  1,000,  well  armed,  advanced,  as- 
sured by  their  prophet.  Smith,  that  he  would  raise  all  that 
should  be  killed  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  Lord! 
The  people  of  Jackson  county  had  also  armed  them- 
selves, and  a bloody  fight  must  have  ensued,  had  the  par- 
ties come  into  contact.  But  they  had  not,  at  the  latest 
advices,  and  a hope  is  expressed  that  some  negotiations 
may  be  entered  into,  to  quiet  the  controversy.  The 
marching  of  so  large  a body  of  armed  men  into  the  slate, 
had  caused  much  excitement  among  the  people.  In  ano- 
ther part  of  this  sheet  will  be  found  a letter  from  gov. 
Dunklin  on  the  subject. 

A great  steamboat,  on  the  general  plan  of  Mr.  Bnr- 
deti's,  recently  built  at  Troy,  N.  Y.  is  building  at  Pres- 
cott, in  Canada.  It  is  expected  that  she  will  easily  ascend 
or  descend  the  Long  Sault  Rapids  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
Fitted  and  loaded,  she  will  not  draw  more  than  24  in- 
cites. She  is  to  have  two  engines  of  30  horse  power,  act- 
ing on  one  wheel,  placed  in  her  middle,  or  between  her 
two  hulls,  which  are  cylinders,  strongly  hooped,  177  feet 
long  and  9 in  diameter. 

The  directors  of  the  Union  Gold  Mining  company  have 
declared  a dividend  equal  to  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 
This  company  was  formed  in  July,  1833,  and  consists 
principally  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  Under  an  act  of 
incorporation,  granted  by  the  legislature  of  Virginia, 
operations  were  commenced  in  April  last,  in  Fauquier 
county,  about  twenty  miles  from  Fredericksburgh. 

A very  large  naval  force  is  at  sea,  or  ready  for  action, 
in  the  Mediterranean — say  from  120  to  150  sail,  many  of 
them  heavy  ships,  belonging  to  Turkey,  Egypt,  Great 
Britain,  France,  Russia,  and  the  United  States,  &c. 

We  do  not  see  any  reason  why  the  United  States  should 
keep  up  such  a heavy  squadron  in  that  sea,  unless  as  a 
school  of  instruction  for  our  officers  and  men — for  we,  at 


least,  will  not  meddle  with  the  contests  for  power  which 
other  governments  may  apprehend  in  that  quarter. 

The  following  letter,  highly  complimentary  to  Messrs. 
Casey  and  Slade,  of  the  house  of  represenlalives  from 
Illinois,  was  recently  published  in  the  Louisville  Adver- 
tiser: 

W ashington  city,  June  30lh,  1834. 
Dear  sir:  The  bill  appropriiitiii|'  twenty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  iinprovenierit  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,  has 
passed  congress.  Messrs.  Casey  and  Slade,  of  Illinois,  were 
very  active  and  indefatigable  in  (heir  exertions  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  the  state  from  wliich  they  come  ought  to  be  proud  of 
them,  not  only  for  their  talents,  but  on  account  of  their  indefa- 
tigable industry  as  representatives.  Yours,  &c. 

What  is  the  present  state  of  the  compliment  paid 
Messrs.  Casey  and  Slade,  seeing  that  jiresident  Jackson 
has  refused  lo  sign  the  bill  so  much  commended,  and 
which,  we  learn,  was  important  to  the  people  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana? 

The  following  are  the  total  valuations  of  the  real  es- 
tate in  the  city  of  Pliiladelphia,  and  the  districts  named, 
at  the  last  county  assessment;  * 

Notthern  Liberties ^^4,01 1 ,570  00 

Southwark 2.349,315  00 

Spring  Garden 3,378.902  00 

Kensington 1,897,726  00 


$11,637,513  00 

City  of  Philadelphia 25,642,968  00 

Total $37,280,481  00 

There  are  several  other  districts  in  what  is  generally 
called  Philadelphia,  and  the  total  valuation  must  have 
considerably  exceeded  40  millions;  but  the  rules  by 
which  such  valuations  are  made,  unless  clearly  stated, 
forbid  a just  understanding  of  the  real  value  of  the  pro- 
perty assessed. 

A detailed  account  of  the  ])Oor  rates  and  country  rates 
in  England  and  Wales,  for  the  year  ending  March  25, 
1833,  has  been  printed,  from  which  it  ajipears  that  the 
wliole  amount  levied  was  £8,739,881 , of  which  £6,730,799 
was  expended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  £254,41 2 in  suits 
of  law,  and  £1,094,669  for  other  purposes.  The  dimi- 
nution, as  comjiared  with  the  year  before,  is,  on  the 
whole,  four  per  cent. 

The  present  prospect  is,  that  a great  and  wholesome 
“reform”  will  take  place  in  the  Irish  department  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  pretty  speedily — and  if  so,  it 
will  be  followed  by  reforms  at  “home.”  We  think  that 
a spirit  is  up  that  will  separate  the  church  from  the 
state,  the  mitre  from  the  crown,  the  crook  from  the 
sword,  which  now  are  in  unholy  alliance,  in  that  coun- 
try. 

A letter  from  the  rev.  J.  Perkins,  dated  Constantino- 
ple, April  15,  says — 

* * * There  is  more  hope  too,  of  the  Turks,  in  a moral 
point  of  view,  than  I had  anticipated.  They  are  rapidly  running 
into  every  species  of  European  improvement,  among  the  rest, 
lianca-steriaii  schools.  ‘ Several  barracks  of  soldiers,  of  four  or 
five  hundred  each,  are  converted  into  these  schools.  The  sol- 
diers spend  a part  of  their  time  in  tactics,  and  the  rest  iii  ilia 
common  branches  of  education. 

The  curse  of ,^e7ieral~ism  and  of  priestcraft  still  bears 
heavily  on  Mexico  and  Peru,  and,  indeed,  on  all  the  new 
republics  of  the  south. 

In  the  French  part  of  the  New  Orleans  Bee,  of  the  3d  inst. 
(says  the  “New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate”) 
we  find  the  following  intelligence,  which  we  translate  for  our 
readers: 

“We  have  just  received  a number  of  the  Ataluya  Victoria 
(Tamaulipas)  of  June  17th.  In  it  is  to  be  found  official  infor- 
mation, which  makes  us  fear,  that  New  Spain  is  now  being  de- 
solated by  a civil  war.  The  following  are  extracts:”  To  the 
supreme  head  of  the  free  state  of  San  Louis  de  Potosi.  Most  ex- 
cellent seigneur — In  the  communication  which  the  general  Don 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  sent  on  the  31st  May,  to  the 
chambers  of  the  union,  you  will  see  that  he  has  exceeded  hit 
legal  powers,  and  broken  the  federal  charter,  in  construing  it  a$ 
he  understands  it.  The  congress,  in  consequence  of  this,  and 
before  they  had  any  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  Santa  Anna 
in  breaking  up  the  national  government,  issued  the  following 
decree,  and  also  the  proclamation  which  has  been  published. 
Never  was  there  an  occasion  when  we  had  more  need  of  union 
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and  energy.  Now  is  the  time  to  resist  lliis  tyrant,  wlio  wislics 
lo  constitute  himself  supreme  dictator.  For  this  reason  we 
wish  you  to  receive  the  enclosed,  and  comuiunicate  it  to  your 
legislature-. 

I.V  THE  NAME  Of  GOD  AND  LIBERTY. 

San  Louis  de  Folosi,  9lh  June,  1834. 

Tlie  constitutional  congress  oftlie  stale,  believing; 

1st.  Tliat  the  president  of  the  republic,  has  not  a riglit  to  con- 
strue the  federal  charier  as  he  understands  it. 

2d.  He  lias  in  his  communications  of  31st  May,  had  the  liar- 
diliood,  wilfully  to  misconstrue  the  authority  of  the  chambers. 

3d.  By  these  proceedings,  he  lias  jiassed  the  limits  of  his  du- 
ties and  infringed  upon  the  federal  conslilution.  Therefore  this 
congress  does  decree,  that — 

1st.  The  state  of  San  Louis,  regarding  as  illegal,  all  the  pub- 
lic acts  of  the  president,  inasmuch  as  he  will  not  submit  to  be 
bound  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  which  recognize  in  the 
chambers,  the  right  of  interpreting  the  articles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  of  publishing  such  laws  and  decrees  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

2d.  The  governor  of  this  state,  shall  communicate  this  decree 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  other  states,  praying  their  assistance. 
The  executive  power  of  the  slate  will  publish,  circulate  and 
execute  Uiis  decree. 

\Signed)  Vicente  Ramero. 

Migoel  Lazo,  major. 

San  Louis  de  Potosi,  9th  June,  1834. 

And  the  New  Orleans  Courier  of  the  7th  July,  has  tlie 
following  paragraphs — ■ 

The  brig  Edwin,  capt.  Chasteau,  arrived  yesterday,  in  7 days 
from  Vera  Cruz,  with  letters  and  papers  to  the  24lh  June. 

Tliere  had  been  some  hard  fighting  in  the  interior,  but  Vera 
•Cruz  remained  tranquil. 

The  motto  of  the  republic  had  been  changed  from  “God  and 
Liberty,’^  to  “SANTA  ANNA  AND  RELIGION.” 

The  city  of  Mexico  is  said  to  have  declared  for  Santa  Anna. 
The  troops  stationed  at  Campeachy  had  likewise  declared  for 
Santa  Anna;  but  it  was  susposed  that  the  place  would  soon  be 
recaptured,  as  some  government  troops  were  on  their  march  to 
it,  and  two  vessels  of  war  had  been  ordered  there.  The  slate 
of  Vera  Cruz  had  also  declared  for  Santa  Anna. 

A conducta  with  ^600,000,  is  said  to  have  been  stopped  by 
the  partisans  of  Santa  Anna. 

A letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  dated  June  21,  says — 
Business,  both  here  and  in  the  interior,  is  completely  paraly- 
zed on  account  of  the  revolution,  which  promises  lo  be  one  of 
the  most  bloody  and  disastrous  that  this  unfortunate  country 
has  ever  yet  witnessed;  nevertheless  neutral  merchants  like 
myself  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  all  private  property  I conceive 
to  be  quite  as  safe  as  it  has  ever  been.  If  the  road  between 
here  and  Mexico  becomes  settled,  we  shall  have  iminedij^tely  a 
government  or  general  conducta. 

And  anotlier,  from  the  same  place,  dated  on  the  12lh, 
published  in  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of  Commerce,  observes — 
“In  my  last  I told  you  it  was  my  firm  belief  the  country 
would  not  be  long  in  peace,  after  the  law  against  the  clergy.  I 
also  mentioned  to  you  that  the  South  Americans  are  too  vicious 
and  too  ignorant  to  live  under  a republican  form  of  govern- 
ment. What  I said  is  now  accomplishing;  Santa  Anna,  who 
called  himself  a liberal,  is  now  at  the  head  of  the  military,  cler- 
gy, and  aristocracy  of  the  country,  under  the  pompous  appella- 
tion of  je/e  sujiremo  y protector  of  the  nation,  and,  no  doubt, 
will  he  soon  crowned  emperor. 

“If  you  look  over  the  other  sections  of  this  vast  continent, 
you  will  see  that  all  the  chiefs,  who  denominate  themselves 
presidents,  are  more  or  less  despots  than  the  late  Fernando  VII. 
and  they  all  aim  at  a crown. 

“Business  in  consequence  is  at  a stand;  civil  war,  anarchy 
and  bloodshed  will  result,  and  desolate  the  whole  republic.” 
There  are  various  other  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
the  new  civil  war.  The  appearance  of  things  is  every 
way  unpleasant.  The  g'enerals  and  the  priests,  we  fear, 
are  too  strong  against  the  motto  of  the  people. 

We  have  also  advices  from  Pent,  dated  Lima,  April 
29,  which  thus  shew  the  state  of  this  country: 

On  the  28th  we  received  the  important  intelligence  that  the 
officers  in  Bermudez’  camp,  in  Iluancuyo,  had  elfected  a revo- 
lution against  him,  and  had  surrendered  all  the  troops,  about 
1,200  men,  to  the  president,  who  had  appointed  general  Lafu- 
ente  U>  lake  charge  of  them.  This  event  may  be  considered  as 
decisive  of  the  fall  of  the  insurgents,  and  we  hope  will  .soon  re- 
store us  to  tranquillity.  The  president  intends  marching  im- 
mediately upon  Cuzco.  Burmudez  was  at  first  arrested  by  the 
officers  who  effected  the  revolution,  but  was  afterwards  per- 
mitted lo  e.seape  with  only  one  or  two  friends.  He  is  pursued; 
but,  we  think,  will  escape  to  Cuzco. 

Although  this  severe  loss  to  Bermudez  may  be  considered 
decisive  of  bis  fate,  it  will  take  some  months  for  the  president 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  southern  provinces,  and  much  long- 
er for  the  storm  of  passions,  which  civil  war  always  creates,  lo 
subside. 

There  is  no  just  hope  of  permanent  peace  and  safety, 
in  any  of  these  republics,  until  the  generals  and  priests 
are  rendered  severely  subject  to  the  civil  law. 


J'he  following  card,  signed  by  thirteen  masters  of 
British  vessels,  was  published  at  Kio  de  Jatieiro  on  the  2d 
June: 

'I’o  the  commander  of  tlie  U.  S.  ship  Natchez.— Sir:  The  un- 
dersigned, masters  ol  the  British  merchaiit  vessels  in  this  port, 
beg  leave  to  lender  ibeir  best  thanks  to  you,, for  the  prompt  as-^ 
sisiatice  w ith  which  you  gent  your  boats  on  the  29lh  May  last* 
to  the  British  brig  Ranger,  and  at  the  same  lime,  are  very  hap- 
py to  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  loexpiess  their  grate- 
ful thanks  lo  the  officers  of  the  Americati  navy  in  general,  for 
their  promplilude  in  rendering  assistance  lo  Biilish  merchant 
vessels. 

Considerable  interest  is  felt  as  to  the  progress  made 
by  France  in  extending  the  benefits  of  civilization  in  .Al- 
giers. This  progress  has  been  much  more  obstructed 
than  most  yiersotis  supposed  that  it  w ould  be — for  the 
Arabs  are  among  the  last  people,  yierhajis,  that  would 
freely  come  under  the  dominion  of  European  laws;  and 
their  ancient  habits  are  adhered  to  with  extreme  tenacity 
and  resolution.  But  the  superior  intelligence  and  or- 
ganization of  France,  must,  in  time,  build  up  a great  and 
important  possession  in  Africa,  if  persevered  in. 

The  following  may  serve  to  shew  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  It  appears  that  the  Arabs  are  depredating 
on  one  another; — and,  by  dividing  them,  they  may  be 
commanded — and  converted,  in  part,  from  wanderers 
into  cultivators. 

An  olficial  report,  dated  Algiers,  May  23d,  addre.«sed  by  gene- 
ral Voirol  to  the  minister  of  war,  announces  that  the  numerous 
depredations  committed  by  the  Hadjoute.s  upon  the  lands  and 
flocks  of  the  Beni  Khalil,  having  exasperated  that  Arab  tribe  in 
a high  degree,  he  resolved  to  punish  the  Hadjoutes,  and  compel 
them  to  restore  the  cattle  they  had  carried  oft'.  About. 800  men, 
nearly  all  mounted,  together  with  a considerable  part  of  the 
Beni  Moussa,  assembled  at  Bonffarich  in  the  night  of  the  17lh, 
to  form  a van  guard.  Gen.  Bro,  with  several  battalions,  100 
horses  and  three  field  pieces,  was  ordered  to  march  upon  Haouck 
Smara.  His  instructions  were  not  to  attack  the  Hadjoutes,  if 
they  would  restore  the  cattle  they  had  taken.  The  latter  ima- 
gining they  could  escape  with  impunity,  fired  some  shots  upon 
the  van  guard,  which  immediately  fell  upon  them,  and  this  at- 
tack being  supported  by  gen.  Bro,  they  offered  little  resistance. 
They  fled,  leaving  behind  them  400  or  500  head  of  cattle,  which 
were  given  lo  the  people  of  the  Beni  Khalil.  The  Hadjoutes 
suffered  some  loss.  The  next  day  the  troops  advanced  with 
the  intetition  of  scouring  the  forest.  A flag  of  truce  was  sent  by 
the  Hadjoutes,  but  the  conditions  of  peace  proposed  not  being 
accepted,  the  forest  was  scoured  by  the  troops,  who  found  im- 
mense flocks,  which  were  bestowed  on  the  Beni  Khalil  and  the 
Beni  Moussa.  Tents,  camels  and  bales  of  wool,  were  also  car- 
ried off.  We  had  three  men  killed,  and  five  or  six  wounded, 
and  the  auxiliary  Arabs  also  suffered  some  loss.  The  troops, 
having  thus  obtained  fur  the  Beni  Khalil  more  than  had  been 
taken  from  them,  set  out  on  the  20th  on  their  return,  and  the 
next  day  arrived  at  Douera. 

The  affiairs  of  both  Spain  and  Portugal,  as  to  domes- 
tic contests  for  the  thrones  of  these  kingdoms,  respec- 
tively, seem  settled,  at  last — and  Carlos  and  JMignel  have 
left  the  peninsula.  The  latter  has  been  the  most  malig- 
nant and  bloody  ruler  of  modern  times,  and,  as' it  would 
appear,  ought  not  to  have  escaped  with  life.  He  is, 
however,  to  receive  a pension  of  about  80,000  dollars  a 
year,  and  will  probably  reside  in  England.  He  had  ga- 
thered a property  worth  about  £300,000  sterling,  at 
Elvas,  which,  however,  was  taken  fi'om  him. 

But  neither  Spain  nor  Portugal  are  in  a quiet  state. 
Much  is  yet  to  be  done  to  unite  the  people,  so  long  and 
furiously  divided  into  parties;  and  it  will  be  well  if  the 
intrigues  of  a wicked  priesthood  do  not  cause  new  shed- 
dings  of  blood,  in  civil  war. 

The  following,  describing  the  present  condition  of 
Ilayti,  (and  we  think  that  it  is  not  much  over-colored), 
is  well  worth  the  consideration  of  those  who  think  that 
an  immediate  abolition  of  slavery,  because,  as  they  say, 
it  is  just  in  the  abstract,  can  be  beneficial  to  the  objects 
of  their  sympathy.  We  once  thought  with  these  men— 
but  a long  residence  in  a slave  state,  abounding  also  with 
free  people  of  color,*  soon  ma.de  manifest  to  us  the  error 
into  which  we  had  fallen.  In  making  this  remark,  how- 
ever, we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  also  having 
changed  our  opinion  of  the  efficiency  of  the  colonization 
society  to  relieve  us  of  the  colored  population — but  we 

*Tlie  free  people  of  color  are,  decidedly,  the  worst  part  of  our 
po[)ulation.  so  much  so  that  it  is  hard  to  refrain  from  the  pur- 
chase and  keeping  of  slaves  for  household  servants. 
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believe  it  is  huraanely  designed  as  a means  of  relief,  and, 
at  any  rate,  will  open  a way  foi*  some  to  escape  from  the 
l»resei»t  degraded  situation  in  which  they  are  placed. 

Extract  ol  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  United  States 
slop  Falinoutl),  dated  liarbor  of  Hayti,  June  30:  “'J’liere  is  no- 
tliinj'  new  in  this  island,  that  we  can  learn.  The  blacks  are,  or 
appear  to  be,  favorably  disposed  towards  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  This  city,  which  once  contained  60,000  people, 
(during  the  French  dynasty),  is  now  iti  a ruinous  state,  and  can 
with  difficulty  count  5,000,  including  a portion  of  Boyer’s  stand- 
ing army.  At  the  time  of  the  negro  insurrection,  and  previous 
to  the  ma,5sacre,  this  large  island  was  a perfect  garden,  but  most 
of  the  then  flourishing  coffee  and  sugar  plantations  have  been 
suffered  to  perish,  owing  to  the  indolence  of  the  blacks.  The 
French  formerly  exported  from  this  island  large  quantities  of 
sugar,  but  now  they  do  not  raise  sufficient  for  home  consump- 
tion. 'J'here  are  in  the  city  of  llayti  many  splendid  buildings, 
or  remains  of  such,  crumbling  to  pieces  for  the  want  of  a few 
days’  labor;  not  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  the  buildings  are 
occupied.  The  streets  were  once  beautifully  paved,  and  had 
comiuodious  side  walks,  but,  like  every  thing  else  here,  they 
are  going  to  ruin.  In  short,  the  inhabitants  are  too  lazy  to  do 
any  thing  but  eat,  drink  and  sleep.  There  are  to  be  found  here 
many  nieii  of  opulence,  and  some  few  who  have  been  liberally 
educated,  and  are  truly  very  intelligent,  but  the  large  majority 
are  but  little  better  informed  than  the  same  number  of  monkeys.” 

£AT.  Y.  paper. 

The  trade  on  the  Rhine  is  said  to  be  very  active — and 
that  208  vessels  arrived  at  and  170  departed  from  Co- 
logite,  between  the  16th  March  and  15th  April,  last. 

The  “judgment  of  Solomon”  is  often  referred  to  as  a 
wonderful  dis|day  of  sagacity,  .and  so  it  was — hut  it  has 
been  rivalled  on  many  occasions,  as  well  as  in  the  case 
stated  below,  from  the  Journal  de  Hmyrne: 

‘‘During  the  festival  of  the  Bniram  an  inhabitant  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Funduckli  had  dressed  his  child,  about  two  years  old, 
in  a shawl  and  cap  ornamented  with  pieces  of  gold,  and  intrust- 
ed it  to  a slave,  who  left  it  for  a moment  seated  in  the  court  of 
the  house.  On  his  return  the  child  was  gone,  and  every  search 
for  it  proved  fruitless.  The  father  applied  to  the  seraskier,  en- 
treating him  to  inquire  into  the  circuni«tances.  This  officer 
reflected  that  the  child  could  not  have  been  carried  far  on  ac- 
count of  his  cries,  and  therefore  must  have  been  taken  by  one 
of  the  neighbors.  He  did  not  communicate  this  idea  to  any  one, 
hut  directed  one  of  his  messengers  to  go  to  the  village  of  Fun- 
duckli at  the  hour  of  prayer,  to  enter  the  mosque,  and  summon 
the  iman  or  priest  to  come  immediately  to  his  palace.  When 
the  iman  had  come  into  the  presence  of  the  seraskier  he  re- 
ceived a positive  injunction  to  come  to  him  again  on  the  mor- 
row, and  give  him  the  name  of  the  person  who  first  came 
to  inquire  of  him  the  cause  of  his  being  sent  fur  to  the  seraskier. 
The  Turks  in  general  pay  little  attention  to  the  affairs  of  others, 
not  even  to  those  of  their  priests,  consequently,  on  returning  to 
the  mos<|ue  one  man  only  came  to  him  to  ask  the  cause  of  so 
eudden  a summons.  The  iman  replied  that  it  was  only  relating 
to  a firman  which  he  was  to  have  read,  but  which  was  with- 
drawn. However,  on  being  informed  by  the  iman  of  what  had 
passed,  the  seraskier  caused  the  inquisitive  man  to  be  arrested, 
and  discovered  the  body  of  the  child  concealed  under  the  stair- 
case of  his  house,  and  thus  proved  that  it  was  he  who  had  car- 
ried it  off.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  instantly  drowned.” 

Mr.  Randolph’s  will.  At  the  late  term  of  the  general 
court  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  held  at  Richmond,  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  of  John  Randolph,  of  Roan- 
oke, was  offered  for  probat  on  behalf  of  John  Randolph  Bryan, 
an  infant  and  principal  devisee,  by  his  next  friend  and  grand- 
father, judge  Coalter;  a motion  was  thereupon  submitted  on 
behalf  of  John,  Juba  and  Essex,  (slaves  of  Mr.  Randolph),  to 
permit  them  for  themselves,  and  the  other  slaves,  to  appear  ns 
parties  and  to  oppose  the  probat  of  the  said  paper,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  to  ofler  for  probat  as  the  last  will,  another  paper,  by 
which  they  and  the  other  slaves  were  emancipated.  The.se 
motions  on  behalf  of  the  slaves  were  overruled  by  the  court  on 
the  ground,  that  while  in  condition  of  slaves  they  could  not  le- 
gally be  admitted  parties  to  any  proceedings,  other  than  a suit 
in  form  npauperis,  or  bill  in  equity,  for  the  recovery  of  their 
freedom.  U(»on  this  decision  being  announced,  the  same  mo- 
tions were  submitted  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  right 
rev.  Mr.  Meade,  one  of  the  trustees  named  in  the  last  mention- 
ed paper,  which  were  allowed,  and  he  became  party  on  the  re- 
cord, for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  The  parties  not  being  prepar- 
ed to  adduce  their  evidence,  a subpoena  duces  tecum  was 
awarded  to  the  clerk  of  Charlotte  county  court,  commanding 
him  to  bring  up  the  paper  last  offered,  and  commissions  granted 
the  parties  to  take  the  depositions  of  witnesses  residing  in  Lon- 
don and  Philadelphia,  and  the  cause  continued  to  the  next 
term. 

Counsel  for  Bryan— Johnson  and  Stanard.  Do.  for  the  slaves 
— Robinson,  (attorney  general)  and  Taylor,  with  whom  gen. 
Jones,  of  Washington,  is  associated.  [,^lex.  Gazette. 


FRO.M  LIBERIA. 

Intelligence  has  been  received  of  the  death  of  the  rev.  S.  O. 
WrigfU,  Methfalist  missionary,  and  Mrs.  Wright,  rev.  Mattkexo 
Laird  and  wife,  and  John  Cloud,  Presbyterian  missionaties. 
They  had  fallen  victims  to  the  fever  of  theco,ast.  The  rev.  Mr. 
/Jersey,  late  vice  agent  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  society, 
and  Hie  rev.  J.  7’empfc,  the  only  survivor  of  the  missionaries, 
have  returned.  The  health  of  the  colonists  was  generally  good. 

There  is  a great  want  of  economy  and  industry  among  the 
emigrant.^.  A colored  man  of  the  name  of  Jones,  who  has  been 
on  a tour  of  observation,  says  that  he  has  never  seen  a home, 
except  in  Liberia,  and  that  any  colored  man  who  would  go  there 
with  a disposition  to  work,  and  live  temperately,  might  have 
health,  comfort  and  freedom,  such  as  is  no  where  to  be  found 
in  this  country. 

It  is  stated  that  the  pride,  extravagance  and  luxury  of  those 
settlers  who  have  been  prosperous  in  trade  there,  are  highly  re- 
prehensible. Almost  every  family  has  a number  of  natives  em- 
ployed as  menial  servants;  and  even  the  emancipated  sla  ves 
who  have  been  sent  there,  and  are  entirely  dependent,  are  too 
lazy  to  bring  water,  and  employ  n.nives  to  do  it  for  them. 

The  “Liberia  Herald”  expresses  great  pleasure  at  the  con- 
templated establishment  of  a new  colony  by  the  Colonization 
society  of  the  stale  of  Maryland,  whose  agent.  Dr.  James  Hall, 
had  already  purchased  Cape  Palmas,  and  taken  the  primary 
steps  of  settlement.  The  cape  is  represented  as  a beautiful 
eminence,  which  projects  a considerable  distance  into  the  sea. 
A town  has  been  laid  out,  and  native  houses  having  been  pre- 
pared, the  emigrants  were  landed  in  a day  after  their  arrival. 
.Several  individuals  had  cleared  their  lots  and  were  successfully 
growing  vegetables.  Nearly  all  the  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  had  been  attacked  with  the  fever,  but  all  except  one  re- 
covered. A meeting  house  had  been  erected. 

If  the  emigrants  pr.actice  industry  and  economy  there  is  no 
danger  of  their  success. 

The  New  York  Colonization  society  have  it  in  contempla- 
tion to  purcha.<e  and  make  a settlement  at  Cape  Mount.  This 
location  the  “Herald”  thinks  very  happily  situated,  and  much 
better  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  internal  and  external  trade 
than  Cape  Messurado. 

The  cotfee  tree  is  a native  of  the  country,  and  grows  spon- 
taneously in  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  Monrovia. 

The  spirit  of  improvement  seems  to  be  awakening  amongst 
the  colonists,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  find,  amongst  other  eviden- 
ces of  the  advance  of  the  colony,  proposals  for  building  a dam 
across  a stream,  and  a notice  that  houses  were  building  and 
measures  in  progress  to  erect  a saw  mill,  a light  house  and  a 
Baptist  church. 

The  f'ehruary  number  of  the  Herald  furnishes  a list  of  31  ar- 
rivals and  departures  during  the  preceding  month,  a strong 
proof  of  the  wholesome  condition  of  the  commerce  of  the  colo- 
ny. 

Governor  Pinney  had  despatched  two  persons  as  commis.sion- 
ers  on  the  part  of  the  American  Colonization  society,  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  kings  and  head  men  for  land  on  the  Junk  river, 
whereon  to  make  a settlement.  The  country  is  represented  as 
fertile. 

The  settlement  was  becoming  popular  with  the  native  kings. 
Joe  Harris,  king  on  the  Grand  Bassa  side  of  the  St.  John’s  river, 
had  become  clamorous  in  his  solicitations  for  the  Americans  to' 
come  and  locate  themselves  on  his  side  of  the  river,  promising 
to  give  them  plenty  of  good  land  for  their  town  and  farms,  and 
to  make  them  as  comfortable  as  possible.  King  Joe,  in  the 
early  period  of  the  settlement  of  the  colony,  had  opposed  it. 

The  agent,  Mr.  Pinney,  speaks  of  a greatly  increased  atten- 
tion to  agriculture,  and  says  that  at  Caldwell,  double  the  quan- 
tity of  land  had  been  cleared  this  season  as  was  the  last. 

Census  of  Liberia  in  the  summer  of  1833.  [From  the  New 
Haven  Journal  of  Freedom .] 

Whole  number  of  emigrants  sent  out  from  the  founding  of  the 


colony,  including  the  recaptured  Africans  3,123 

Actual  population  at  the  time  of  the  census  2,816 

Showing  a total  decrease  of  307 

Deduct  for  those  temporarily  absent,  say  51) 

And  for  those  who  have  returned,  say  35  85 

The  loss  is  222 


The  loss  of  life  In  the  fourteen  years  which  have  el.apsed  since 
the  first  expedition  sailed  from  New  York,  and  made  a tempo- 
rary lodgement  on  the  island  of  Sherbro,  is  222  out  of  3,123;  that 
is,  the  excess  of  the  number  of  deaths  over  the  number  of  births 
in  fourteen  years,  has  been  222.  To  those  who  believe  that  the 
emigrants  generally  have  been  the  most  miserable  and  degraded 
of  their  color,  worn  out  slaves,  turned  off  to  die  “h'Are  old  hor- 
ses,'*'— to  those  who  believe  that  rum  runs  down  the  streets  of 
Monrovia  at  the  rate  of  more  than  twice  1,400  barrels  per  an- 
num, and  that  the  greatest  immorality  and  licentiousness  pre- 
vail among  the  inhabitants— it  would  seem  incredible  that  the 
decrease  has  been  no  greater.  Such  men  will  probably  discre- 
dit the  statement. 

Virginia  two  centuries  ago.  The  colonization  of  Virginia  was 
commenced  at  Jamestown  in  May,  1607,  by  a company  of  100 
persons. 

In  four  months  the  100  dwindled  to  50,  and  soon  after  to  38. 

In  1609  the  colony  had  been  increased,  by  successive  rein-^ 
forcements,  to  .500  souls. 

Six  mouths  afterwards  it  had  dwindled  to  60. 
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In  1611  ilie  population  liad  increased  to  200. 

In  1623,  when  the  number  of  settlers  had  become  still  greater, 
347  men,  women  and  children  were  destroyed  by  the  Indians. 

In  1624,  to  use  the  words  of  cliief  justice  Marshall,  “about 
jE  150,000  sterling  had  been  expended  in  planting  the  colony, 
and  more  than  9,000  persons  had  been  sent  from  Europe  to  peo- 
ple ii;  and  yet  at  the  end  of  seventeen  years,  the  population 
was  reduced  to  1,800  persons.” 

— @ 

DREADFUL  SUFFERING  OF  EMIGRANTS. 

The  following  letter  is  from  the  master  of  an  English  ship,  at 
quarantine  at  Grosse  Island,  near  Quebec,  dated  May  27th,  ad- 
dressed to  a mercantile  house  in  New  York,  and  furnishes  a 
melanciroly  detail  of  the  cruel  neglect  and  sufferings  which  the 
wretched  emigrants  are  compelled  to  undergo,  after  reaching  a 
country  where  they  expected  to  find  an  alleviation  instead  of 
an  increase  of  their  woes: 

“I  arrived  here  on  the  18th,  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
with  three  hundred  passengers,  forty  of  whom  were  sent  to  the 
Jwspital  on  the  18th  and  19ih,  more  or  less  affected  with  measles 
and  typhus  fever.  We  lost  seven  on  the  passage,  viz:  one  man 
by  a fall,  and  six  ehildien,  from  the  want  of  proper  attention 
being  paid  to  them,  their  parents  being  sea  sick.  I landed  the 
remainder  of  them  on  the  20ih,  got  the  vessel  cleaned  and  fu- 
migated on  the  2lst,  and  the  passengers  were  sent  on  board  on 
the  24th.  These  poor  creatures  have  been  on  board  ever  since, 
•with  only  eleven  beds  between  250. 

The  straw  beds  which  they  had  were  thrown  overboard,  and 
they  are  obliged  to  lie  on  the  boards,  without  a covering,  the 
greater  part  having  nothing  on  the  passage  but  their  wearing 
apparel,  which  they  are  obliged  to  keep' on  to  prevent  the 
'boards  from  cutting  their  hips.  There  are  mothers  and  their 
children  in  this  state.  It  is  inconsistent  with  reason  to  expect 
them  to  remain  healthy  while  they  are  in  this  state.  There  is 
no  constitution  able  to  bear  such  treatment  in  these  piercing 
nights.  There  are  fifty  of  my  passengers  in  hospital  at  present, 
and  the  remainder  must  be  soon  there  if  something  is  not  done 
for  them.  The  people  ought  to  be  kept  on  shore  until  the  ves- 
sel is  liberated;  for  while  there  is  such  a number  together,  there 
will  always  be  somebody  complaining.  Dr.  Poole  has  reported 
78  in  hospital.  There  have  been  six  deaths  and  a few  bad 
cases,  but  the  greater  part  of  them  were  very  slightly  affected; 
in  fact,  there  was  nothing  the  matter  with  some  of  them. 

1 think  it  advisable  to  allow  the  vessel  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately with  the  passengers  she  has  on  board,  as  there  have  been 
but  two  cases  of  measles,  since  they  have  been  re-embarked — 
or  allowed  to  re-land  them  and  then  proceed,  provided  their 
passages  be  found  them  to  Quebec.  It  is  a sad  thing  to  detain 
the  vessel  here  such  a length  of  time.  Dr.  Poole  told  me  he 
expected  I would  be  allowed  to  proceed  last  Sunday,  but  there 
is  no  likelihood  of  it.  I stated  our  situation  to  the  comman- 
dant, who  said  he  could  do  no  more  than  give  me  a little  straw 
for  them  when  he  gets  it.  I had  two  letters  for  you,  which  I 
gave  to  the  commandant  on  Wednesday  to  forward.  He  has 
also  told  me  that  I will  have  to  victual  the  passengers,  which  is 
» great  imposition.  I remain  your  humbie  servant. 

HENRY  DEAVIS, 
Master  of  the  barque  Mary,  of  Cork.^’ 

MORMONS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Copy  of  a letter  from  Daniel  Dunklin,  governor  of  the  state  of 
Missouri,  to  coJ.  J.  Thornton,  dated 

City  of  Jefferson,  June  6,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  I was  pleased  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  concur- 
red in  by  Messrs.  Rees,  Atchison  and  Doniphan,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Mormon  difficulties.  I should  be  gratified  indeed,  if 
the  parties  could  compromise  on  the  terms  you  suggest,  or,  in- 
deed, upon  any  other  terms  satisfactory  to  themselves.  But  I 
should  uavel  out  of  the  line  of  my  strict  dttty,  as  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  government,  were  I to  take  upon  myself  the 
task  of  effecting  a compromise  between  the  parties.  Had  I not 
aupposed  it  possible,  yes.,  probable,  that  I should,  as  executive 
of  the  state,  have  to  act,  I should  before  now,  have  interfered 
individually,  in  the  way  you  suggest,  or  in  some  other  way,  in 
order  if  possible,  to  effect  a compromise.  Uncommitted,  as  I 
am,  to  either  party,  1 shall  feel  no  embarrassment  in  doing 
my  duty;  though  it  may  be  done  with  the  most  extreme  regret. 
My  duly  in  the  relation  in  which  I now  stand  to  the  parties,  is 
plain  and  straight  forward.  By  an  official  interposition,  I might 
embarrass  my  course,  and  urge  a measure  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  a compromise,  and  should  it  fail,  and  in  the  end, 
should  I find  it  my  duty  to  act  contrary  to  the  advice  I had 
given,  it  might  be  said,  that  I either  advised  wrong,  or  acted 
wrong;  or  that  I was  partial  to  one  side  or  the  other,  in  giving 
advice  that  I would  not,  as  an  officer,  follow.  A more  clear, 
and  indisputable  right  does  not  exist,  than  that  of  the  Mormon 
;people,  who  were  expelled  from  their  homes  in  Jackson  coun- 
ty, to  return  and  live  on  their  lands,  and  if  they  cannot  be  per- 
•suaded  as  a matter  of  policy,  to  give  up  that  right,  or  to  quali- 
-fy  it,  my  course,  as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  state,  is  a 
plain  one.— The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares, 
-“that  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges 
■and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states.”  Then  we 
cannot  interdict  any  people  who  have  a political  franchise  in 
ihe  United  States  from  emigrating  to  this  state,  nor  from  choos- 
ing what  part  of  the  state  they  will  settle  in,  provided  they  do 
^ot  trespass  on  th,e  property  or  fights  of  others.  Our  state  con- 
ptitutiop  declares  that  the  people^s  “right  to  bear  arms,  in  de- 


fence of  themselves,  and  of  the  state,  cannot  be  questioned.” 
Then  it  is  their  constitutional  right  to  arm  themselves.  In- 
deed, our  militia  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  man,  not  ex- 
empted by  law,  between  the  ages  of  18  and  45,  to  arm  himself 
with  a musket,  rifle,  or  some  firelock,  with  a certain  quantity 
of  amniuniiion,  &c.  And  again,  our  constitution  says,  “that 
all  men  have  a natural  and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Al- 
mighty God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscien- 
ces.” I am  fully  persuaded  that  the  eccentricity  of  the  reli- 
gious opinions  and  practices  of  the  Mormons,  is  at  the  bottom 
of  the  outrage  committed  against  them. 

They  have  their  right  constitutionally  guaranteed  to  them, 
and  it  is  indefeasible,  to  believe  and  worship  Jo  Smith  as  a 
man,  an  angel,  or  even  as  the  only  true  and  living  God,  and  to 
call  their  habitation  Zion,  the  Holy  Land,  or  even  Heaven  it- 
self. Indeed,  there  is  nothing  so  absurd  or  ridiculous,  that  they 
have  not  a right  to  adopt  as  their  religion,  so  that  in  its  exer- 
cise, they  do  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others. 

It  is  not  long  since  an  impostor  assumed  the  character  of  Jc 
sus  Christ,  and  attempted  to  minister  as  such;  but  I never 
heard  of  any  combination  to  deprive  him  of  his  rights. 

I consider  it  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  of  Jackson  and 
the  adjoining  counties  to  exert  themselves  to  effect  a compro- 
mise of  these  difficulties,  and  were  1 assured  that  I would  not 
have  lo  act  in  my  official  capacity  in  the  affair,  I would  visit 
the  parlies  in  person  and  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  settle  it. 
My  hist  advice  would  be  to  the  Mormons,  to  sell  out  their 
lands  in  Jackson  county,  and  to  settle  somewhere  else,  where 
they  could  live  in  peace,  if  they  could  get  a fair  price  for  them, 
and  reasonable  damages  for  injuries  received.  If  this  failed  I 
would  try  the  citizens  and  advise  them  to  meet  and  rescind 
illegal  resolves  of  last  summer;  and  agree  to  conform  to  the 
laws  in  every  particular,  in  respect  to  the  Mormons.  If  both 
these  failed,  I would  then  advise  the  plan  you  have  suggested, 
for  each  party  to  take  separate  territory  and  confine  their  mem- 
bers within  their  respective  limits,  with  the  exception  of  the 
public  right  of  egress  and  regress  upon  the  highway.  If  all 
these  failed  then  the  simpla  question  of  legal  right  would  have 
to  settle  it.  It  is  this  last  I am  afraid  I shall  have  to  conform 
my  action  to  in  the  end.  And  hence  the  necessity  of  keeping 
myself,  in  the  best  situation  to  do  my  duty  impartially. 

Rumor  says  that  each  party  are  preparing  themselves  with 
cannon.  That  would  be  illegal.  It  is  not.necessary  to  self-de- 
fence, as  guaranteed  by  the  constitution.  And  as  there  are  no 
artillery  companies  organized  in  this  state,  nor  field  pieces  pro- 
vided by  the  public,  any  preparations  of  that  kind  will  be  con- 
sidered as  without  right;  and,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
would  be  understood  to  be  with  a criminal  intent.  I am  told 
that  the  people  of  Jackson  county  expect  assistance  from  the 
adjoining  counties,  to  oppose  the  Mormons  in  taking  or  keep- 
ing possession  of  their  lands.  I should  regret  it  extremely  if  any 
should  be  so  imprudent  as  to  do  so;  it  would  give  a different  as- 
pect to  the  affair. 

The  citizens  of  Jackson  county  have  a right  to  arm  them- 
selves and  parade  for  military  duty  in  their  own  county,  inde- 
pendent of  the  commander  in-chief;  but  if  citizens  march  there 
inarms  from  other  counties,  without  order  from  the  comman- 
der-in-chief, or  some  one  authorised  by  him,  it  would  produce 
a very  different  stale  of  things.  Indeed,  the  Mormons  have  no 
right  to  march  to  Jackson  county  in  arms,  unless  by  the  order 
or  permission  of  the  commander  in-chief.  Men  must  not  “levy 
war”  in  taking  possession  of  their  rights,  any  more  than  others 
should  in  opposing  them  in  taking  possession. 

As  you  have  manifested  a deep  interest  in  a peaceable  com- 
promise of  this  important  affair,  I presume  you  will  not  be  un- 
willing to  be  placed  in  a situation,  in  which  perhaps,  you  can 
be  more  serviceable  to  these  parties.  I have  therefore  taken 
the  liberty  of  appointing  you  an  aid  to  the  commander-in-chief, 
and  hope  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you  to  accept.  In  this  situa- 
tion you  can  give  your  propositions  all  the  influence  they  would 
have,  were  they  to  emanate  from  the  executive,  without  com- 
mitting yourself  or  the  commander-in-chief  in  till:  event  of  a 
failure. 

I should  be  glad  you,  or  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  joined 
you  in  your  communication,  would  keep  a close  correspondence 
with  these  parties,  and  by  each  mail  write  tome. 

The  character  of  the  state  has  been  injured  in  consequence  of 
this  unfortunate  affair;  and  I sincerely  hope  it  may  not  be  dis- 
graced by  it  in  the  end.  With  high  respect,  your  ob’t  servant, 

DANIEL  DUNKLIN. 


LAFAYETTE. 

Reply  of  George  W.  Lafayette  to  the  American  committee. 

Paris,  J/ay  23,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  feelings  of  the  most  re- 
spectful gratitude  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  me  the  moment  after  my  family  and  myself  had  lost  the 
vener.able  and  tenderly  loved  parent  whom  heaven  had  given 
us.  After  having  filled  with  satisfaction  and  with  glory  the  old 
age  of  him  who  had  had  the  happiness  of  consecrating  to  them 
his  earliest  years,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  going 
also  to  weep  with  us  over  his  grave;  and  these  tears  will  be  for 
his  memory  a precious  reward  for  his  fidelity  to  the  convictions 
he  brought  back  with  him  from  the  classic  soil  of  liberty.  These 
tears  will  be  eagerly  caught  by  his  children  and  by  his  grand 
children;  they  will  give  them  courage  to  sustain  their  misfortune 
and  struggle  to  march  with  a firm  and  assured  step  in  the  path 
which  he  has  always  followed  who  knew  how  to  merit  them. 
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'Gentlemen,  your  sympathy  mitigates  our  affliction;  it  sheds  a 
salutary  balm  in  our  hearts,  now  broken  with  grief.  Receive 
the  homage  of  our  respectful  gratitude. 

GEORGE  W.  LAFAYETTE. 


Letter  written  by  George  W.  Lafayette  to  Mr.  Barton,  charge 
d'affairs  of  the  United  States. 

Paris,  May  21,  1834. 

Sir:  He  who  had  obtained  from  Franklin  the  authority  of  first 
drawing  hrs  sword  in  defence  of  liberty  under  the  American 
standard  In  1776,  the  adopted  son  of  Washington,  the  com- 
mander of  the  American  light  infantry  at  Yorktown;  he,  whom 
in  1824  and  1825  an  entire  nation  honored  with  a triumph  with- 
out example  in  history,  my  father,  general  Lafayette,  is  no 
more!  To  morrow,  his  son,  his  grandsons,  those  to  whom  al- 
liances, blessed  by  himself,  have  given  the  right  of  being  his 
children,  are  to  conduct  him  to  his  last  abode. 

The  French  people  loved  him,  and  the  funeral  car  which  will 
transport  him  to  the  spot  where  already  reposes  the  partner  of 
his  life,  will  be,  we  confidently  expect,  surrounded  by  a nume- 
rous crowd  of  good  citizens. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  of  you,  in  the  name  of  my  family,  of 
you,  tlie  representative  of  our  second  country,  to  participate  in 
our  griefs,  in  the  name  of  that  country  of  which  we  are  in  a 
manner  children.  One  of  the  corners  of  the  pall  which  will 
cover  my  father  is  destined  for  you,  sir;  and  your  fellow  citizens 
assembled  around  you  will  find,  I venture  to  hope,  in  the  price 
we  attach  to  their  presence  on  this  mournful  occasion,  the  proof 
of  our  gratitude  for  the  veneration  for  the  memory  of  my  father, 
of  which  this  morning  they  have  been  so  good  as  to  make  me  the 
depository. 

Be  pleased  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  most  distin- 
guished consideration.  GEORGE  W.  LAFAYETTE. 


Reply  of  Mr.  Barton  to  George  W.  Lafayette. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  Paris,  May  22,  1834. 

Sir:  It  is  with  heartfelt  grief  that  I have  received  the  news 
of  the  death  of  your  illustrious  father  general  Lafayette.  My 
task  would  be  less  difficult  had  I merely  to  express  my  own 
feelings,  but  other  duties  now  devolve  upon  me,  which  make 
me  sensible  how  incompetent  I am  to  perform  it.  I would 
speak  to  you,  sir,  of  the  gratitude  and  veneration  of  a nation — 
of  the  grief  about  to  overwhelm  a whole  people,  but  I can  only 
request  you  to  receive  these  assurances  from  me  until  iny  coun- 
try can  renew  them  in  a more  solemn  manner. 

You  honor  me,  sir,  by  selecting  me,  as  representing  my  coun- 
try, for  one  of  the  pall-bearers.  1 beg  you  to  accept,  with  my 
personal  thanks,  those  which  I tender  in  its  name. 

I sincerely  regret  at  this  moment,  the  absence  of  Mr.  Living- 
ston. IJis  age,  his  character,  his  official  situation  and  above 
all,  the  ties  of  friendship  which  united  him  for  so  many  years  to 
one  whom  we  all  loved,  and  whose  loss  we  all  deplore,  would 
have  rendered  him  far  more  worthy  than  myself  of  the  honor 
you  intend  us.  I shall  fulfil  the  duty  assigned  me,  doubtless 
with  grief,  but  at  the  same  time  with  feelings  of  pride. 

That  my  government  may  be  officially  informed  of  the  honor 
conferred  upon  us,  I shall  immediately  transmit  to  Washington 
copies  of  your  letter  and  my  answer.  Accept  once  more  sir, 
iny  renewed  acknowledgments,  and  be  kind  enough  to  convey 
the  expression  of  my  feelings  to  your  family. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  regard,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  THOMAS  P.  BARTON. 

@ ®«4~— 

BISHOP  WHITE. 

The  following  beautiful  and  touching  notice  of  the  patriarch 
•of  the  Episcopal  church  in  this  country,  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  by  every  one  who  knows  the  venerable  bishop.  It  is 
part  of  the  address  of  bishop  Onderdonk — 

“I  have  gone  through  with  the  several  topics  relating  to  ec- 
clesiasiical  business  that  have  occurred  to  me.  One  however 
of  a different  sort  remains.  It  is  the  continued  health  and  ac- 
tivity uncommon  at  his  age,  of  our  venerable  father  in  God — 
the  centre  of  our  affections,  and  those  of  our  whole  church.  No 
individual  perhaps  on  earth  is  so  personally  connected  with  so 
many  circumstances  of  deep  interest.  For  neatly  half  a centu- 
ry, he  has  been  the  living  link  between  two  churches,  the 
church  of  England  and  the  American  Episcopal  church.  For 
nearly  three  quarters  of  a century,  he  has  been  the  living  link 
between  the  successive  gi-neratinns  of  men  in  active  life,  who, 
at  the  beginnine  of  that  period,  were  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
our  church,  or  have  since  become  such.  All  our  bishops  but 
one,  since  the  sncces.-.ion  was  obtained,  and  all  our  present 
bishops,  received  their  commission  at  his  hands.  He  has  been 
the  senior  bishop  of  our  ohiirch  more  than  thirty- eight  years: 
and  he  sits  among  his  Episcopal  compeers,  as  did  St.  John,  sur- 
rounded by  younger  brethren  only  in  the  Apostolic  office,  all 
the  other  first  incumbents,  and  many  others  later  in  their  conse- 
cration, having  been  removed  from  their  earthly  labors.  He 
was  the  friend  and  pastor  of  Washington,  and  a chaplain  to 
conaress  at  an  early  period.  Once,  he  was  the  only  Episcopal 
clergyman  in  Pennsylvania;  now  about  seventy  acknowli*d<.'o 
him  their  diocesan.  His  personal  character  is  unstained,  his 
official  character  admired  and  venerated.  Strangers  ask  lo  see 
him — and  young  children  are  brought  into  his  presence,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  say,  at  future  periods,  that  they  have  been 
taken  by  the  hand  by  bishop  White.  I am  sure  that  the  hearts 
of  all  of  you  ray  brethren,  unite  with  mine  in  the  prayer,  that 


God  will  still  ‘remember  for  good’ his  aged  and  faithful  ser 
vant.”  ^Philadelphia  paper  of  June  S, 

HOSPITAL  ^ONEY. 

It  is  well  known  that  every  sailor  in  this  country  employed 
in  the  merchant’s  service,  from  the  captain  to  the  cabin  boy,  is 
compelled  by  law  to  pay  twenty  cents  a month  while  attached 
to  a vessel,  which  sum  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  wages  due, 
and  paid  over  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  before  such  vessel 
is  allowed  to  enter  in  any  port.  The  sums  thus  received  con- 
stitute what  is  called  “the  marine  hospital  fund,”  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  furnishing  sailors  with 
a retreat  when  sick,  and  supplying  them  with  medicines,  me- 
dical advice,  &c. 

The  last  number  of  the  New  York  Sailor’s  Magazine  contains 
a table,  condensed  lioin  a document  transmitted  to  congress  dur- 
ing the  present  [late]  session,  which  shows  the  number  of  sick 
seamen  received  into  the  different  hospitals  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  amount  paid  for  board,  nursing,  &c.  and  also  the 
amount  of  hospital  money  collected. 

It  appears  from  this  table  that  the  number  of  men  admitted 
into  the  hospital  in  this  district,  for  the  year  1832,  the  last  year 
in  which  the  returns  were  made  up,  was  571,  the  total  expen- 
ditures were  ®8,517,  and  the  amount  of  hospital  money  receiv- 
ed was  ®8,260  44.  In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  number  of 
seamen  admitted  was  950,  total  expenses,  ^16,098  41— amount 
of  hospital  money  collected  $14,797  81.  In  Philadelphia,  the 
number  of  seamen  admilted  was  397— total  expenses  $7,554  36 
—of  which  $1,385  87  were  paid  for  clothing!  (The  whole 
amount  charged  in  all  the  other  districts  is  $104  06)!  the  amount 
of  hospital  money  collected  $3,649  87.  In  New  Orleans  the 
number  admitted  is  474,  expenses,  $8,718— and  amount  receiv- 
ed $3,655  52.  The  following  is  the  grand  total  of  expenses, 
seamen  admitted,  and  amount  of  hospital  money — in  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1832: 

Number  of  men  admilted  to  the  several  hospitals  in  1832  waa 


Amount  paid  for  board  and  nursing 

Amount  charged  on  contract,  but  no  items  given . . . . 

Amount  paid  for  medical  attendance 

Amount  paid  for  medicine 

Amount  paid  for  travelling  expenses 

Amount  paid  for  clothing 

Amount  paid  for  the  funeral  expenses  of 307  men.... 
Amount  paid  for  commissions  to  agents  of  one  per  ct, 


$33,397  57 
. 3,530  79 
. 6,038  23 
3,757  29 
450  08 
1,489  93 
1,115  65 
702  55 


Making  the  total  expenditure  for  the  year  amount  to  70,482  09 
Hospital  money  collected  in  the  same  time 58,942  56 

Leaving  a balance  for  that  year  in  favor  of  the  go- 
vernment, and  against  the  hospital  fund,  of $11,539  53 

In  addition  to  the  pittance  thus  wrung  from  the  hard-working 
sailor  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  it  may  be  well 
lo  state,  that  the  state  of  New  York  passed  an  act  ten  or  a dozen 
years  ago,  laying  a tax  on  sailors,  who  should  enter  that  port 
from  a foreign  voyage,  of  one  dollar  each — and  the  revenue 
which  has  thus  been  collected  in  a manner  evidently  unjust  and 
unconstitutional,  has  amounted  to  an  enormous  sum.  It  was 
originally  intended  to  appropriate  the  amount  thus  collected  to 
the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  elegant 
marine  hospital  on  Slaten  Island.  It  has  since  been  proposed 
to  apply  it  to  other  purposes.  VVe  should  be  glad  lo  learn  from 
the  New  York  papers  whether  this  tax  upon  sailors  is  still  con- 
tinued, and  if  it  is,  to  what  purpose  the  money  thus  obtained  is 
applied.  [N.  Y.  Mer.  Journal. 

— — ‘V®  ® ©<♦•—- 

MARINE  CORPS. 


Head  quarters  of  the  marine  corps, 
Adjutant  and  inspector’s  office,  Washington,  9th  July, 1834. 

The  following  promotions  have  been  made  in  the  corps  of 
marines  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  senate: 

Lieut,  col.  commandant  Archibald  Henderson,  colonel  by 
brevet,  17ih  October,  1830. 

Captain  Charles  R.  Broom,  lieut.  col.  by  brevet,  7th  March, 
1834. 


1st  lieut.  George  W.  Walker,  captain  by  brevet,  3d  March. 
;31. 

1st  lieut.  Charles  Grymes,  captain  by  brevet,  20th,  July,  1831 . 
1st  lieut.  Ward  Marsion,  captain  by  brevet,  30th  October^ 


1st  lieut.  Charles  C.  Tupper,  captain  by  brevet, 21st  January 
1832. 

1st  lieut.  Augustus  A.  Nicliolson,  captain  by  brevet.  27th 
May,  1832.  ’ 

1st  lieut.  James  McCawley,  captain  by  brevet,  6th  October. 
1832.  ’ 

1st  lieut.  Benjamin  Macomber,  captain  by  brevet,  2d  April. 
18.33.  * 


1st  lieut.  Abraham  N.  Brevoort,  captain  by  brevet,  26th  Sen- 
tember,  1833. 

By  order,  PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  adj.  and  insp. 

EXAMINATION  OF  MIDSHIPMEN. 

The  board  for  the  examination  of  midshipmen,  which  assem- 
bled at  Baltimore  in  May,  adjourned  on  the  12th  June,  having 
examined  all  who  presented  themselves. 
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The  rnllovviiig  is  a list  of  those  found  qualified  for  promotion, 
arranged  in  tlie  order  of  merit,  to  which  are  added  the  names  of 
llie  states  to  which  they  belong.  Warrants  having  been  grant- 
ed, bearing  the  date  14th  June,  1834. 

l^rmy  and  Navy  Chronicle. 

1826  Chas.  W.  Pickerinc.N.  II.  32  Aiiusius  L.  Case.  N.  Y. 


1827  John  de  Camp,  Flo. 

W.J.  H.  Robertson,  D.C. 
1828. 

1 Thornton  A.  Jenkins,  Va. 

2 Joseph  C.  Walsh,  Fa. 

3 Cliarles  H.  Cotton,  Vt. 

4 Augustine  W.  Provost,  Pa. 

5 Franklin  Clinton,  N.  Y^. 

6 James  K.  Bowie,  Md. 

7 John  Rodgers,  jr.  D.  C. 

8 John  B.  Marchand,  Geo. 

9 Wm.  R.  Taylor,  Mass. 

10  H.  J.  Plarstene,  S.  C. 

11  Lloyd  J.  Bryan,  D.  C. 

12  Benjamim  F.  Sands,  Ky. 

13  Henry  French,  Mass. 

14  William  Leigh,  Va. 

15  Samuel  Larkin,  jr.  N.  H. 

16  William  H.  Burges,  Va. 

17  Henry  S.  Stellwagon,  Pa. 

18  Jas.  L.  Henderson,  D.  C. 

19  Daniel  B.  Ridgley,  Ky. 

20  John  L.  Ring,  S.  C. 

21  Henry  J.  Panl,N.  C. 

22  Robert  E.  Hooe,  Va. 

23  James  M.  Lockert,Tenn. 

24  William  T.  Muse,  N.  C. 

25  William  H.  Brown,  Va. 

26  Charles  Stedman,  S.  C. 

27  Wm.  L.  Herndon,  Va. 

28  John  C.  Graham,  D.  C. 

29  John  P.  Parker,  N.  H. 

30  John  F.  Borden,  Ohio, 

31  James  Alden,  jr.  Me. 


33  Roger  Perry,  Md. 

34  Wm.  S.  Ringgold,  D.  C. 

35  John  T.  Williams,  N.  C. 

36  Joseph  W.  Revere,  N.  Y. 

37  Alex’r  M.  Peiinock,  Term. 

38  B.  S.  B.  Darlington,  Pa. 

39  George  F.  Emmons,  Vt. 

40  Edward  Middleton,  S.  C. 

41  Montgomery  Lewis,  Pa. 

42  George  McA.  White,  D.  C. 

43  C.  E.L.  Griffin,  N.Y. 

44  William  S.  Swann,  Va. 

45  Thomas  T.  Huter,  Va. 

46  Albert  A.  Holcomb,  Ky. 

47  Gustavus  H.  Scott,  Va. 

48  Richard  Forrest,  D.  C. 

49  Levin  Handy,  Md. 

60  David  McDougal,  Ohio, 

51  Charles  F.  McIntosh,  Va. 

52  James  W.  Cook,N.C. 

53  C.  F.  M.  Spottswood,  Va. 

54  Henry  C.  Flagg,  S.C. 

55  Joseph  Moorehead,  Ohio, 

56  Daniel  F.  Dulaney,  Va. 

57  George  L.  Selden,D.C. 

58  William  H.  Ball,  D.C. 

59  Elie  W.  Stull,  D.  C. 

60  John  F.  Mercer,  Conn. 

61  Stephen  W.  Wilkinson, Ten. 

62  James  E.  Brown,  Va. 

63  Hendrick  Norvell,  Ky. 

64  Charles  C.  Barton,  Pa. 

65  J.  J.  B.  Walbach,N.  H. 

66  Joseph  R.  Brown,  Pa. 


MONEY  AND  CURRENCY. 


fROM  I’HE  NATIONAL  GAZETTE. 

Mr.  Editor:  I was  one  of  the  audience  who  attended  the 
lecture  on  political  economy,  delivered  at  the  Franklin  institute 
on  Thurday  evening  last,  by  Mr.  W.  Reid,  and  was  so  much 

f leased  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrines  advanced  in  it,  that 
very  much  wish  it  were  published. 

The  subject  of  his  lecture  was,  “the  principles  of  money 
and  currency,”  and  as  incidental  to  that  important  branch  of 
political  science,  he  entered  at  large  into  an  examination  of  the 
question,  so  hastily  disposed  of  by  congress  on  a recent  occa- 
sion, of  the  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver.  He  shewed,  in 
the  first  place  the  absurdity  of  a nation  having  two  legal  ten- 
ders; and  in  the  second  place,  proved,  that  the  proportion  adopt- 
ed in  the  recent  act  of  congress,  must  have  the  effect,  as  soon 
as  the  exchanges  with  Europe  happen  to  be  above  the  real  par 
of  ounce  of  gold  for  ounce  of  gold,  of  driving  all  the  silver  out  of 
the  country.  His  reasoning  was  this — 

By  the  new  bill,  an  eagle  is  to  contain  232  grains  of  pure 
gold,  equal  to  23.2-10  grains  per  dollar. 

A British  sovereign,  which  is  the  true  pound  sterling,  con- 
tains 113  grains  and  a very  small  fraction,  viz.  18-11240  of  a 
grain  of  pure  gold,  which  is  equal  to  Ihe  quantity  of  gold  con- 
tained in  ^4  87  and  a fraction  of  6-100  of  a cent. 

The  true  par  of  exchange  then  on  England  is  $4  87,  and  the 
small  fraction  above  stated,  and  as  soon  as  exchange  shall  rise 
above  that  par,  the  silver  will  begin  to  be  exported,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so,  so  long  as  dollars  shall  be  worth  in  the  Lon- 
don market  4s.  lOi.  per  ounce,  which  is  equal  to  4s.  2d.  and 
1-40  of  a farthing  for  each  dollar. 

For,  estimating  dollars  at  4s.  2d.  each,  a debt  of  one  pound 
sterling  can  be  paid  in  England  with  ^4  80,  and  as  the  expenses 
of  exporting  dollars  do  not  exceed  one  per  cent,  for  freight  and 
insurance,  and  as  the  dollars  when  they  arrive  in  London  can 
be  converted  into  currency  in  a moment,  it  will  be  cheaper  to 
export  dollars  than  purchase  a bill  at  $4  87  per  pound  sterling, 
payable  as  bills  usually  run,  at  sixty  days  sight. 

The  difference  between  ,'|4  80  and  4 87,  is  very  near  1^  per 
cent.  The  interest  on  a 60  day  bill,  with  the  risk  of  solvency, 
is  equal  to  near  1 per  cent.  more.  So  that  as  the  expenses  of 
export  are  only  one  per  cent,  a profit  on  the  transaction  would 
be  left  of  near  one  and  a half  per  cent,  which  is  quite  enough 
to  cause  that  mode  of  remittance  to  have  a preference,  until 
the  country  gets  as  thoroughly  drained  of  silver  dollars,  as  it 
has  heretofore  been  of  gold  eagles. 

The  price  of  dollars  in  London  on  the  20th  of  May,  the  latest 
date  I have  seen,  was  4s.  9^d.  If  it  continues  at  that  price,  the 
profit  would  be  diminished,  but  even  at  4s.  9^d.  it  would  be  pro- 
fitable to  export  silver,  inasmuch  as  at  that  price  $4  85  would 
pay  a debt  in  London  of  one  pound. 

It  is  known  to  all  our  merchants  that  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  our  trade  with  England,  the  tendency  of  exchange  is  to  be 
against  us,  and  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  silver  we  import  from 
Mexico  and  South  America,  finds  its  way  to  Europe,  which 
would  not  be  the  case,  unless  it  were  more  profitable  to  send 
silver  than  to  purchase  bills  of  exchange.  If,  then,  silver  found 
its  way  out  of  the  country,  when  it  had  no  preference  over  gold, 


how  much  more  certainly  will  it  go  when  it  holds  out  the  re- 
vv.yd  of  a certain  profit,  wliicli  gold  cannot  yield.^ 

The  first  effect  of  the  new  gold  bill  will  he  to  stop  the  impor- 
tation of  silver  from  Europe.  If  any  more  of  the  precious  me- 
tals be  imported,  gold  will  have  the  preference;  and  for  the 
.sinqtle  reason  that  a Bnii.-h  sovereign,  which  contain.s  as  much 
gold  as  will  be  worth  at  our  mint  %4  87,  can  be  purchased  with 
the  same  pound  sterling  that  will  command  only  80  in  silver 
dollars,  if  the  price  of  silver  be  4s.  lOJ.  per  oz.  or  §4  85  if  the 
price  be  4s.  9^d.  It  will  require  time,  however,  to  set  the  ma- 
chinery in  motion  which  will  be  necessary  to  complete  so  va.-t 
a work  as  that  of  substituting  a gold  for  a silver  currency;  but 
that  it  will  take  place,  if  the  relative  proportion.^  between  gold 
and  silver  that  have  existed  in  Europe  I'or  the  last  ten  years, 
and  upon  which  alone  the  advocates  of  the  bill  in  question 
founded  their  reasons,  should  continue  to  be  maintained,  is  just 
as  certain  as  that  merchants  will  pursue  their  own  interest. 

In  illustrating  the  fashionable  doctrine  of  having  two  legal 
tenders,  or  what  people  call  measures  of  value,  he  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  British  king,  who,  in  fixing  measures  of  length, 
took  the  length  of  his  own  royal  arm  as  that  for  the  ell.  Now, 
suppose,  said  the  lecturer,  the  king  had  at  the  same  time  declar- 
ed that  the  length  of  the  queen’s  arm  should  also  have  been  the 
standard  ell,  any  body  would  at  once  have  seen  the  absurdity 
of  the  proposition.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  Ihe  matter  is  more 
absurd  still  than  Mr.  Reid  made  it.  It  is  just  as  absurd  as  it 
would  be  to  say,  that  because  lead  in  the  market  is  worth  to- 
day {^3  per  cwt.  and  iron  $3  per  cwt.  one  pound  of  lead  shall 
always  be  the  equivalent  of  one  pound  of  iron. 

A CITIZEN. 

AFFAIRS  O^THE  BANK. 

From  the  Richmond  Whig  of  July  4. 

THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SENATE,  AND  THE  BANK  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

We  have  seen  some  erroneous  statements  as  to  the  time 
when,  and  the  place  where,  the  finance  committee  of  the  se- 
nate (consisting,  since  Mr.  Wilkins’  appointment  to  Russia,  of 
Messrs.  Webster,  Tyler,  Mangum  and  Ewing),  would  com- 
mence their  investigations,  as  well  as  many  false  inductions 
and  slanderous  insinuations,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com- 
mittee. We  arc  enabled  to  speak  with  accuracy  on  these  se- 
veral points. 

The  committee  of  finance  were  charged  with  the  following 
resolutions  at  different  periods  of  the  session: 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  February  4th,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  present  condition  of  the  currency  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  effects  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites  on  the 
same. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  May  5th,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance  he  directed  to  in- 
quire whether  any,  and  which,  of  the  banks  selected  by  the 
present  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
moneys,  have  stopped  payment — the  amount  of  public  money 
deposited  in  them  at  the  time  of  their  suspension,  if  any — that 
they  inquire  also  into  the  circumstances  attending  their  selec- 
tion, and  the  security  taken  by  the  secretary,  and  whether  the 
public  moneys  are  safe  in  the  places  where  they  are  now  depo- 
sited— and  that  they  have  leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers: 
In  senate  of  the  United  States,  June  30th,  1834. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  finance,  have  leave  to  sit 
in  the  recess,  on  the  subjects  with  which  they  were  charged  by 
the  resolutions  of  February  4th,  and  May  5lh;  and  that  said 
committee  be  further  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  has  violated  its  charter;  whether  any  moneys 
of  the  United  States  remaining  in  said  bank  are  safe;  what  has 
been  the  conduct  of  the  bank  since  1832,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension and  curtailment  of  its  loans  and  discounts,  and  to  its 
dealings  in  internal  exchanges;  and  what  has  been  its  general 
conduct  and  management  since  that  period. 

The  last  resolution  and  the  one  preceding  it,  are  those  under 
which  the  committee  of  finance  will  be  engaged  in  the  recess 
of  congress,  and  as  they  comprehend  many  inquiries  of  the 
deepest  public  interest,  the  results  of  its  labors  will  be  expected 
with  curiosity  and  solicitude. 

In  reference  to  the  investigation  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  under  the  resolution  of  30th  June,  a preliminary  corres- 
pondence between  the  committee  and  Mr.  Biddle  has  been  put 
into  our  hands  for  inspection  by  a member  of  the  committee, 
unaccompanied  by  leave  to, publish  it,  but  also  by.  any  prohibi- 
tion; and  as  it  presents  the  line  of  examination  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  shows  the  spirit  jn  which  they  are  resolved 
to  pursue  it,  as  well  as  that  of  the  directory  in  regard  to  it,  we 
have  thought  it  right  from  public  considerations,  as  well  as  in 
justice  to  the  parties  to  the  correspondence,  to  lay  it  before  the 
public. 

LETTER  TO  THE  BANK. 

Philadelphia,  July  1th,  1834. 

To  the  president  and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  States. 

Gentlemen:  We  enclose  you  a copy  of  a resolution  passed 
by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  June,  by  which, 
you  will  perceive,  it  is  made  our  duty  to  execute  certain  inqui- 
ries in  relation  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States.  These  inqui- 
ries are— 

1.  Whether  the  bank  has  violated  its  charter? 

2.  Whether  the  moneys  of  the  United  States,  now  remaining 
in  the  bank,  are  safe? 
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3.  What  has  beon  the  conduct  of  the  bank  since  1832,  in  re- 
gard lo  the  successive  extensions  and  curtailments  of  its  loans 
and  discounts,  and  its  dealings  in  domestic  or  internal  bills  of 
exchani:e? 

4.  And  what  has  been  its  general  conduct  and  management 
since  that  (rerioii? 

We  shall  enter  upon  these  inquiries  at  some  period  before 
the  next  meeting  of  congress,  and  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  the 
most  full  and  ample  information  upon  all  and  each  of  the  points 
enumerated  in  the  instructions  of  the  senate. 

To  this  end,  it  w’ill  be  necessary  that  the  books  of  the  bank 
should  be  freely  subject  to  our  inspection;  and  that  we  should 
be  furnished  with  all  such  accounts,  statements,  abstracts  and 
exhibits,  as  we  may  deem  useful  and  proper.  The  time  of 
eommencing  the  examination  will  be  lierealier  communicated 
to  you.  But,  in  order  to  facilitate  our  labor,  and  enable  ns  to 
go  througti  it  with  more  despatch,  when  we  shall  again  meet, 
we  have  now  to  rc<)uest  that  the  following  statements  or  tables 
be  made  out  and  forwarded,  us  soon  as  convenient,  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee: 

I.  A quarterly  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  and  its 
ortices  respectively,  for  the  several  quarters  of  the  years  1832 
nnd  1833,  and  tlie  three  first  quarters  of  1834.  This  statement 
to  contaiti — 

1.  Amount  of  notes  discounted. 

2.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased  and  discounted. 

3.  Foreign  bills  of  exchange  purchased  and  discounted. 

4.  Balance  due  from  other  banks,  including  their  notes. 

5.  Balance  due  to  other  banks. 

6.  Amount  of  specie:  specifying  how  much  in  gold  and  how 
much  in  silver:  how  much  coin  and  how  much  bullion. 

7.  Amount  of  public  deposiles. 

8.  Amount  of  private  deposiles. 

II.  Statements  of  all  the  dividends  of  the  bank,  with  the 
amount  of  any.existing  surplus  fund  or  contingent  fund. 

Id.  Statement  of  the  real  estate  and  banking  houses  held  by 
the  bank,  with  an  estimate  of  their  value. 

IV.  The  debts  due  the  bank,  with  an  estimate,  showing 
what  part  is  regarded  as  bad  or  doubtful,  and  what  funds,  if 
any,  are  relied  on  to  meet  any  deficiency  arising  from  such 
causes. 

V.  Copies  of  all  the  by-laws  and  rules  of  proceeding  adopted 
by  the  directors. 

VI.  Statement  of  the  rates  of  exchange  on  domestic  bills,  for 

the  several  quarters  before  mentioned,  between  the  principal 
cities  in  the  United  States,  and  tables  of  the  rales  of  such  ex- 
changes, yearly,  since  1816.  Signed  by  the  committee. 

THE  REPLY. 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  July  8, 1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant,  which  was  this  morning  submitted  to  the  board 
of  directors. 

They  have  instructed  me  to  inform  you  in  reply,  that  they 
will  very  promptly  and  cheerfully  give  every  facility  within 
their  power  to  the  investigation  you  propose.  Having  not  the 
least  motive  nor  wish  to  withhold  the  most  complete  information 
of  all  their  proceedings,  but,  on  the  contrary,  being  desirous  of 
giving  to  them  every  publicity  consistent  with  the  rights  and  in 
terests  of  other  parties,  they  will  freely  submit  all  their  books 
to  the  inspection  of  the  committee,  and  furnish  every  assistance 
which  may  be  required.  They  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting, 
that  the  private  accounts  of  individuals  with  this  bank,  as  with 
all  similar  institutions,  are  regarded  as  confidential,  and  feel 
full  confidence  that  the  committee  will,  in  no  case,  make  pub 
lie  the  state  of  such  accounts,  unless  to  do  so  becomes  neces- 
sary by  reason  of  some  imputed  misconduct  or  infraction  of  the 
charter.  They  further  suggest  that,  if  in  the  progress  of  this 
examination,  the  committee  see  reason  to  suppose  that  any  vio- 
.lation  of  the  charter  of  the  bank  has  been  committed,  the  com- 
mittee will  deem  it  a matter  of  common  right  and  justice,  that 
the  nature  of  the  alleged  violation  should  be  suggested  to  the 
board  of  directors,  in  order  that  they  may  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee all  the  facts  and  explanations  respecting  such  alleged 
violation. 

The  statements  requested  by  the  committee  will  be  immedi- 
ately prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  chairman;  and  whenever  it 
shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee  to  proceed,  the  board  of 
directors  will  be  ready  and  willing  to  render  every  aid  in  the 
most  unlimited  investigation  of  the  concerns  of  the  bank.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

N.  BIDDLE,  president, 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  John  Tyler,  4'c.  committee. 

[The  “Whig”  proceeds  to  say,  that  the  inquiry  will  be  re- 
sumed early  in  the  next  month,  and  commenced  at  Boston,  and 
gives  us  to  understand  that  it  will  be  a thorough  one — and  also 
that  the  state  deposite  banks  will  be  carefully  looked  into.] 


THE  SEA. 

Dollars.  Dollars.  1 

Fisheries — 

Dried  or  cod  fisheries 

712,317 

Pickled  fish  or  river  fisheries,  her- 

ring,  shad,  salmon,  mackerel 

277,973 

Wiiale  and  oilier  fish  oil 

924,810 

S|ieriiiaccti  oil 

42,589 

VVhalcbone 

185,.329 

Spermaceti  candles 

2.59,451 

* 

THE  FOREST. 

Skins  and  furs 

841,933 

Ginseng 

183,194 

Product  of  wood — 

Staves  singles,  boards,  hewn  tim- 

her 

1,969,191 

Other  lumber 

249,036 

Masts  and  spars 

32,625 

Oak  bark  and  other  die 

93,609 

All  manufactures  of  wood 

318,641 

Naval  stores,  tar,  pitch,  rosin  and 

turpentine 

483,712 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl 

814,398 

: 

3,961,212 

AGRICULTURE. 

Product  of  animals — 

Beef,  tallow,  hides,  horned  cattle 

958,076 

Butler  and  cheese 

258,452 

Dollars. 


Pork,  (pickled)  bacon,  lard,  live 

hogs  • 2,1. 'll, 5,58 

Horses  and  mules  167,330 

Sheep  21,464 

Vegetable  food — 

Wheat  29,592 

Flour  5,613,010 

Indian  corn  3.37,505 

Indian  meal  534,309 

Rye  meal  140,017 

Rye,  oats,  and  other  small  grain 
and  pulse 

Biscuit  or  shipbread 
Potatoes 
Apples 
Rice 
Indigo 


-3,556,880 


102,568 
252,555 
52,052 
33,262 
2,744,418 
180 

9,839,468 


COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 
Until  it  may  be  convenient  to  publish  our  gi  neral  abstract  of 
the  contents  of  the  document  from  which  the  following  extracts 
are  taken,  the  matter  annexed  will  answer  many  interesting 
purposes  of  reference. 

FROM  THE  TREASURY  REPORT. 

Summary  statement  o f the  value  of  the  exports  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce and  manufacture  of  the  United  States  during  the  year 
commencing  on  the  ls<  day  of  October,  1832,  and  ending  on  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1833. 


Tobacco 
Cotton 

All  other  agricultural  products— 

Flaxseed 
Hops 

Brown  sugar 

MANUFACTURES. 

Soap  and  tallow  candles 
Leather,  boots  and  shoes 
Household  lurniture 
Coaches  and  other  carriages 
Hats 
Saddlery 
Wax 

Spirits  from  grain,  beer,  ale  and  porter 
Snuff  and  tobacco 
Lead 

Linseed  oil  and  spirits  of  turpentine 
Cordage 

Iron,  pig,  bar  and  nails 
castings 

manufactures  of 
Spirits  from  molasses 
Sugar,  refined 
Chocolate 
Gunpowder 
Copper  and  brass 
Medicinal  drugs 

Cotton,  piece  goods — 

Piinted  or  colored  421,721 

White  1,802,116 

Nankeens  2,0.54 

Twist,  yarn  and  thread  104,335 

All  other  manufactures  of  202,291 

2,532,517 

Flax  and  hemp — 

Cloth  and  thread  5,964 

Bags  and  all  manufactures  of  18,985 

Wearing  apparel  - 43,943 

Combs  and  buttons  142,970 

Brushes  3,157 

Umbrellas  and  parasols  21,380 

Leather  and  morocco  skins  not  sold  per  pound  38,267 
Printing  pre.-ses  and  type  16,599 

Fire  engines  and  apparatus  9,791 

Musical  instruments  5,400 

Books  and  maps  48,946 


-13,396,348 
5,755,968 
36,191,105 

228,300 

92,963 

7,635 

328,898 

673,076 

213,510 

200,635 

28,830 

243,271 

33,051 

178,748 

144,069 

288,973 

5,685 

30,293 

23,140 

72,177 

48,009 

113,626 

28,463 

40,327 

2,148 

139,164 

203,880 

126,355 

2,837,430 
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Paper  and  other  stationary  46,484 

Paints  and  varnish  22,552 

Vinegar  3,347 

Earthen  and  stone  ware  12,159 

Manufactures  of  glass  93,494 

tin  2,928 

pewter  and  lead  2,010 

marble  and  stone  5,087 

gold  and  silver  and  gold  leaf  381 

Gold  and  silver  coin  366,842 

Artificial  flowers  and  jewelry  10,433 

Molasses  2,279 

Trunks  7,608 

Biick  and  lime  3,866 

Domestic  salt  18,211 

Articles  not  enumerated— 

Manufactured  600,892 

Other  332,649 


3,485,6 


933,541 
70,317,698 

^Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  Feb.  14, 1834. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 

Total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  U.  States  in  1833— 

Domestic  produce ^70,317,698 

Foreign  19,822,735 


We  have  collected  the 
cles  exported  for  the  last 

Of  the  sea 

— the  forest 

— animals 

— vegetable  food 

— tobacco 

— cotton 

— other  agricul.  products 

— manufactures 

— cotton  manufactures 

— other  “ 

— gold  and  silver  coin 

— all  other  articles 

Total  domestic 
foreign 


$90,140,433 

following  comparative  values  of  arti- 
three  years. 


1831. 

1 ,889,472 
4,263,477 
2,828,936 
13,997,472 
4,894,388 
25,289,492 
253,145 
2,969,435 
1,126,313 
595,464 
2,058,474 
1,109,992 


2,558,538 

4,347,794 

3,179,522 

8,532,494 

5,999,769 

31,724,682 

159,716 

2,730,833 

1,229,574 

613,149 

1,410,941 

830,448 


18.33. 

2,402,469 

4,986,339 

3,556,880 

9,839,468 

5,775,968 

36,191,105 

328,898 

2,837,430 

2,.532,517 

586,241 

366,842 

933,541 


61,277,057  63,137,470  70,317,698 

20,033,526  24,039,473  19,882,735 


81,310,583  87,176,943 

Quantities  of  certain  articles. 


905140,433 


1831.  1832.  1833. 

Flour  bbls.  1,806,529  864,919  955,768 

Cotton,  S.  I.  lbs.  8,311,762  8,743,373  11,142,987 

other  “ 268,668,122  313,471,749  313,555,617 

Tobacco  hhds.  86,718  106,806  83,153 

Rice  tierces  116,517  120,327  144,163 

IMPORTATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1831.  1832.  1833. 

Aggregate  values  103,191,124  101,029,266  108,118,311 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  values  given  to  the  importations  always 
exceed  those  allowed  to  the  exportations — but  the  difference  is 
not,  necessarily,  a balance  against  the  United  States,  for  it  may, 
or  should,  represent  profits  earned  in  freights,  or  the  otherwise 
increased  money-value  of  our  articles  exported  and  sold  in 
foreign  countries;  and  the  fact  is,  that,  though  the  three  years 
shew  a seeming  balance  against  us  of  more  than  50  millions, 
we  prospered  much  because  of  the  operations  of  the  “Ameri 
CAN  System,”  as  applied  to  agriculture,  manufactures  and  com- 
merce, including  navigation.  But,  in  other  circumstances,  such 
balances  may  indicate  that  the  current  of  trade  is  against  us. 
^hese  tables,  though  the  most  useful  of  all  the  public  docu- 
ments that  are  annually  issued,  however,  are  chiefly  valuable 
on  account  of  the  comparisons  that  they  afford.  They  do  not, 
for  they  cannot,  setWe  the  “balance  of  trade” — but  shevj  the  course 
of  trade. 

Navigation. 

1831.  18.32.  1833. 

American  tonnage  entered  922,952  949,622  1,111,441 

“ “ departed  972,504  974,865  1,142,160 

Foreign  tonnage  entered  281,948  393,038  496,705 

« “ departed  271,994  387,505  497,039 

tdmerican  tonnage. 

1830.  1831.  1832. 

Registered  576,475  620,451  686,989 

Enrolled  and  licensed  615,301  647,394 


1819  612,930  44  647,821  17  1,260,751  61 

1820  619,047  53  661,118  66  1,280,166  24 

1821  619,096  40  679,062  30  1,298,958  70 

1822  628,150  41  696,548  71  1,324,699  17 

1823  639,920  76  696.644  87  1,336,565  68 

1824  669,972  60  719;J90  37  1,369,163  02 

1S25  700,787  08  722,323  69  1,423,111  77 

1826  737,978  15  796,212  68  1.534,190  83 

1827  747,170  44  873,437  34  i;62U,607  78 

1828  812,619  37  928,772  50  1,741,391  87 

1829  650,142  88  610,654  88  1,260,977  81 

1830  576,475  33  615,301  10  1,191,776  43 

1831  620,451  92  647,394  32  1,267,846  29 

1832  686,989  77  752,460  39  1,439,450  21 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  17th  Jan.  1834. 

T.  L.  SMITH,  register. 

Ci;^The  apparent  reduction  of  the  amount  of  our  tonnage,  in 
some  of  the  years  given,  is  chiefly  caused  by  corrections  of  the 
returns,  on  account  of  vessels  lost,  decayed  or  sold,  &c.  in  the 
intervals  between  such  corrections.  As,  for  an  example,  the 
seeming  amount  of  our  tonnage  rose  from  1818,  the  period  of  one 
correction,  to  1828,  when  the  aggregate  was  given  at  1,741,391 
tons;  but  in  1829,  a<  only  1,260,977  tons.  The  difference  had 
been  ascertained,  in  1829,  as  being  lost,  &c.  in  the  preceding 
eleven  years,  during  which  the  new  vessels  built  had  been  added. 

QUANTITIES  OR  VALUES  OF  CERTAIN  GOODS  IMPORTED. 


752,460 

Total  1,191,776  1,267,846  1,439,450 

Jl  comparative  view  of  the  registered,  enrolled  and  licensed  ton- 
nage of  the  United  States  from  1815  to  1832,  inclusive. 


Years.  Registered  tonnage, 
Tons  and  95ths. 

1815  854,294  74 

1816  800,759  63 

1817  809,724  70 

1818  606,088  64 


Enrolled  ^ licens- 
ed tonnage. 
Tons  and  95ths. 
513,833  04 
571,458  85 
590,186  66 
609,095  51 


Total  tonnage. 

Tons  and  95ths. 
1,368,127  78 
1,372,218  53 
1,399,911  41 
1,225,184  20 


1831. 

Hags  of  any  kind  of  cloth  $276,617 

Furs  of  all  kinds  417,038 

Hides  and  skins  raw  3,057,543 

Plaister  of  Paris  119,444 

Copper  in  pigs  and  bars  530,682 

sheathing,  &c.  560,609 

Bullion— gold  166,191 

silver  686,283 

Specie— gold  765,838 

silver  5,687,633 

Manufactures  of  wool. 

Not  exceeding  33|  the  sq.  yd.  695,660 
Exceeding  50  <<  <:  1.317^645 

100  « “ 2,405,770 

250  “ “ 2,303,511 

400  “ « 85,998 

400  and  upwards  8,518 

Blankets  1,180,478 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  325,856 

Bombazines  461,898 

Worsted  stuff  goods  3,392,037 

Carpets  and  carpeting  421,099 

All  other  manufactures  490,651 

Cotton,  ^c. 

Printed  or  colored  10,046,500 

White  4,285,175 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  887,957 

All  other  870,592 

Silk  from  India,  all  kinds  1,857,005 

Other  places,  all  kinds  9,047,388 

Lace,  thread,  silk,  &c.  1,374,533 

Linens,  checks,  &c.  3,790,111 

Ticklenburgs,  sheetings,  &c.-  988,153 
Hats,  caps  and  bonnets  326,049 

Manufactures  of  iron  not 
specified  3,735,010 

Glass  not  subject  to  specific 
duties  235,909 

China  or  porcelain  108,169 

Earthen  and  stone  ware  1,516,435 

Brass  wares  630,687 

Leather,  including  saddles 


lbs. 


bridles,  &c. 

Tin,  in  plates 
Sail  duck 
Cotton  bagging 
Wines 

Foreign  spirits 
Molasses 

Beer,  ale  and  porter 
Olive  oil  in  casks 
Teas 
Coffee 
Cocoa 

Sugar,  brown 

while  “ 

Indigo  “ 

Cotton  “ 

Gunpowder  “ 

White  and  red  lead  “ 

Sugar  of  lead  “ 

Lead,  bar,  sheet  & pigs  “ 
Cordage  and  cables  “ 

Twine,  &c.  “ 

Muskets  and  rifles  no. 

Iron  and  steel  wire  lbs. 

Nails  and  spikes  “ 


811.251 
588,417 

so.  yds.  1,674,240 
“ 207,906 

gals.  3,680,062 
2,491,523 
« 17,085,878 
“ 61,759 

234,647 
5,182.867 
81,757,386 
2,839,445 
98,576,928 
10,437,726 

803.252 


345,459 

72,239 

111,178 

147,223 

2,108,165 

790,232 

379,716 

1,097 

608,779 

890,747 


1832. 

466,387 

335,577 

4,680,128 

104,745 

752,937 

624,340 

102,021 

736,711 

614,665 

4,454,107 

503,193 
944,631 1 
2,262,193  I 
1,804.701 
78,006  I 
12,310  J 
602,796 
260,563 
327,623 
2,615,124 
557,775 
351,132 

6,.355,475 

2,258,672 

1,035,513 

749,993 

2,696,332 

6,398,234 

846,413 

4,073,164 

796,461 

193,591 


1833. 

411,785 

233,329 

3,588,819 

205,698 

575,103 

824.405 

48;267 

297,840 

563,585 

6,160,676 

139,829 


6,128,194 


1,165,260 

463,348 

4,281,309 

319,592 

510,539 

5,181,647 

1,181,512 

623,369 

673,921 

1,609,420 

7,564,779 

1,226,059 

3,132,557 

1,017,031 

189,746 


3,894,298  2,831,715 


367,031 

166,478 

1,857,542 

789,548 

649,418 

525,417 

2,703,628 

803.849 
5,845,556 
2,810,140 

15,860,553 

71,343 

91.827 

9,906;606 

91,722,329 

1,622,366 

60,117,717 

6,334,571 

1,114,827 

442,688 

33,032 

557,781 

3.53,563 

5,333,588 

2,538,430 

452.850 
4.422 

662,995 

897,167 


333, ,882 
148,851 
1,669,336 
370,764 

828,297 

86,855 

1,267,040 

1,421,185 

3,971,240 

2,954,288 

15,693,050 

88,244 

182,737 

14,639,822 

99,955,020 

3,289,064 

85,689.044 

11,999,088 

*1,140,454 

471,748 

9,470 

625,069 

123,039 

2,282,068 

3,161,247 

655.029 

li;201 

519,575 

794,491 


♦There  was  in  this  year,  in  addition,  $527,632  worth  of  indigo 
in  amount  imported. 
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Cables  & chains,  or  parts  I6s.  1,004,540  2,454,360  4,216,261 

Cas  inas  “ 1 H4  510  2,999,039  6,080,186 

St  and  hoop  “ 5,672,779  6,391,578  7,505;246 

Piairon  cwt.  138,967  203,025  186,601 

Bar  and  bolt  rolled  “ 344,918  427,745  560,566 

hammered  lbs.  52,232,192  85,456,164  cwt.722,486 

Steel  cwt,  34,203  54,929  42,629 

Hemn  “ 5\,909  150,739  94,026 

Wool  lbs.  5,6^,960  4,042,838  *95,205 

Salt  bush.  4,182,340  5,041,326  6,822,672 

Coal  “ 1,022,245  2,043,389  2,588,102 

Paper  of  all  sorts  lbs.  1,370,033  805,922  319,104 

Glass  ware  nut  specified  “ 18,344  24,221 

Plain  and  other  glass  “ . • ^®8,^ 

Glass  ware — other  “ 749,485  1,060,291  ^10,227 

Glass,  phials,  bottles,  de- 

inijoliiis  gross  76,452  85.739  81,9/7 

Window  glass  100  sq.fect  4.605  4,904 

Shoes,  boots,  Stc.  pairs  19,091  30,125  44,87< 

iVotc— From  the  4th  of  March,  1833,  the  coffee,  teas  and  cocoa 
imported  were  free  of  duty — and  the  duty  on  sail  duck  and  in- 
digo, after  the.  same  time,  were  chargeable  on  the  value  instead 
of  quantity. 

The  importations  for  the  year,  of  these  articles,  stood  thus: 

Teas  paying  specific  duly lbs.  2,051,182 

free  of  duly 12,588,640 

Total 14,639,822 

Coffee  paying  specific  duty 33,326,120 

fieeof  duty 66,628,900 

Total lbs.  99,955,020 

Cocoa'paying  a specific  duty 9.55,260 

Iree  of  duty 2,333,804 


Total lbs.  3,289,064 

There  were  1.267,040  sq.  yds.  of  sail  duck  imported  subject  to 
duty  on  the  square  yard,  and  $527,632  in  amount,  chargeable 
with  duty  on  the  value. 

QOANTrriES  OR  VALUES  OF  FOREIGN  GOODS  EXPORTED 


1831. 

Rags  of  any  kind  of  cloth  $ 624 

Furs  ofall  kinds  24,757 

Hides  and  skins,  raw  20,723 

Plaister  of  Paris  14 

Copper  in  pigs  and  bars  123,745 

sheathing,  &c.  50,990 

Bullion— gold  21,690 

silver  203,572 

Specie— gold  899,365 

silver  5,831,830 

Manufactures  of  wool. 

Not  exceeding  33|  the  sq.  yd.  19,297 

Exceeding  50  “ “ 15,461 

100  “ “ 32,886 

250  “ « 77,151 

400  “ “ 47,767 

400  and  upwards  2,794 

Blankets  28,039 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  371 

Bombazines  4,450 

Worsted  stuff  goods  49,997 

Carpets  and  carpeting  6,519 

All  other  manufactures  12,422 

Cotton.)  4'c. 

Printed  or  colored  1,746,442 

White  973,774 

Hosiery,  gloves,  &c.  57,015 

All  other  451,627 

«3ilk  from  India,  all  kinds  418,689 

Other  places,  all  kinds  622,931 

Lace,  thread,  silk,  &c.  33,766 

Linens,  check,  &c.  898,402 

Ticklenburgs,  sheetings,  &c.  355,892 

Hats,  caps  and  bonnets  9,418 

Manufactures  of  iron  not  spe.  157,692 

Glass  not  subj.  to  spe.  duties  27,797 

China  or  porcelain  13,175 

Earthen  and  stone  ware  36,828 

Brass  wares  5,556 

Leather,  including  saddles; 

bridles,  &c. 

Tin  in  plates 

Sail  duck 


1832. 

360 
36,917 
7 12, .306 
117 
15,785 
35,267 
7,615 
2.55,517 
630,850 
3,351,417 


22,138 

31,615 


Cotton  bagging 
Wines 

Foreign  spirits 
Molasses 

Beer,  ale  and  porter 

Olive  oil  in  casks 

Teas 

Coffee 

Cocoa 


2,965 
32,814 

sq.yds.  219,616 
9,472 
.321,138 
639,300 
17,695 
9,605 
19,215 
526,186 
6,056,629 
1,783,003 


gal. 


lbs. 


89,501  \ 
67,778 
4,998  J 
39,763 
454 
5,229 
53,738 
1,310 
49,095 

1,094,412 

782,356 

62,775 

382,544 

649,054 

620,387 

50,505 

633,038 

530,151 

13,129 

115,596 

29,468 

9,515 

55,644 

2,522 

8,009 

14,476 

465,560 

9,922 

423,925 

662,377 

29,656 

7,729 

22,836 

1,279,462 

55,251,158 

1,418,352 


183.3. 

672 

27,306 

572,413 

180 

38,699 

50,089 

26,773 

495,890 

1,722,196 


329,666 


49,723 

3,070 

(none.) 

88,463 

1,734 

149,155 

1,352,286 

710,19.3 

45.937 

396,102 

651,697 

609,436 

47,506 

1,196,607 

467.615 

73,665 

125,242 

27,113 

6,043 

62,543 

1,588 

5,975 
14,359 
( 202,329 
I $.59,471 
65,833 
456,248 
728,606 
18,7.30 
13,076 
6,359 
1.712,779 
24,897,114 
2,970,281 


'Ezeeedifig  8 cents  per  lb. 


Sugar,  brown  Us.  17,297,837  14,230,070  2,001,424 

’white  “ 5,274,579  3,258,875  4,475,869 

Indigo  “ 238,218  303,108  186,736 

Cotton  “ 335,012  452,977  438,617 

Gunpowder  “ 11,224  13,675  24,592 

While  and  red  lead  “ 164,638  72,113  55,555 

Sugar  of  lead  “ (none)  1-50  2,417 

Lead,  bar,  sheets  & pigs  “ 1,950,066  3,089,720  2,221.060 

Cordage  and  cables  “ 1,062,240  1,330,434  2,159,922 

Twine,  &.C.  “ 42,892  36,782  57,967 

Muskets  and  rifles  no.  8,734  4,770  9,534 

Iron  and  steel  wire  lbs.  50  (none)  1,697 

Nails  and  spikes  “ 39,927  36,918  16,949 

Cables  8t  chains  or  parts  “ 15,739  (none)  (none) 

Castings  « 20,541  24,590  2,120 

Sheet  and  hoop  “ 161,278  235,477  265.085 

Pig  iron  cxvt.  1,633  4,140  740 

Bar  and  bolt,  rolled  “ 14,854  9,796  14,841 

hammered  lbs.  780,440  681,804 

Steel  cwt.  3,088  2,416  2,777 

Hemp  “ (none)  (none)  288 

Wool  lbs.  3,607  1,227,959  (none) 

Salt  hisheU  55,689  29,350  44,570 

Coal  “ 4,.329  (none)  8,784 

Paper  of  all  sorts  lbs  812,808  953,143  357,946 

Glass  ware  not  specified  “ 3,960  165  (none) 

Other  “ 70,367  44,037  (none) 

Glass,  phials,  bottles,  demi- 
johns gross  18,448  19,631  23,142 

Window  glass  lOOsj./cef  (none)  190  64 

Slioes,  boots,  &c.  pairs  841  898  5,179 

By  deducting  the  exports  of  foreign  goods,  for  the  three  suc- 
cessive years,  from  the  amounts  imported,  the  regular,  as  well 
as  the  comparative  consumption,  will  be  ascertained  with  suf- 
ficient accuracy. 

LAWS  OF  THE  l/NITED  STATES. 


An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribeV; 

and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers. 

Be  it  enacted,  8ic.  That  all  that  part  of  the  United  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  within  the  states  of  Missouri 
and  Louisiana,  or  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  and,  also,  that  part 
of  the  United  States  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  not  within 
any  state  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extingnished, 
for  the  purposes  of  tiiis  act,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  the  In- 
dian country. 

Sec.  2.  .And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  shall  be 
permitted  to  trade  with  any  of  the  Indians,  (in  the  Indian  conn- 
try),  without  a license  therefor  from  a superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  or  Indian  agent,  or  sub  agent,  which  license  shall 
be  issued  for  a term  not  exceeding  two  years  for  the  tribes  east 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  not  exceeding  three  years  for  the  tribes 
west  of  that  river.  And  the  person  applying  for  such  license 
shall  give  bond  in  a penal  sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  person 
issuing  the  same,  conditioned  that  such  person  will  faithfully 
observe  all  the  laws  and  regulations  made  for  the  government 
of  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in  no  re- 
spect violate  the  same.  And  the  superintendent  of  the  district 
shall  have  power  to  revoke  and  cancel  the  same,  whenever 
the  person  licensed,  shall,  in  his  opinion,  have  transgressed  any 
of  the  laws  or  regulations  provided  for  the  government  of  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  or  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  permit  him  to  remain  in  the  Indian  country.  And  no 
trade  with  the  said  tribes  shall  be  carried  on  without  their 
boundary,  except  at  certain  suitable  and  convenient  places  to 
be  designated  from  time  to  lime  by  the  superintendents,  agents 
and  sub-agents,  and  to  be  inserted  in  the  license.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  persons  granting  or  revoking  such  licenses, 
forthwith  to  report  the  same  to  the  commissioner  ol  Indian 
affairs,  for  his  approval  or  disapproval. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  superintendent, 
or  agent,  may  refuse  an  application  for  a license  to  trade,  if  he 
is  satisfied  that  the  applicant  is  a person  of  bad  character,  or 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  permit  him  to  reside  in  the  Indian 
country,  or  if  a license,  previously  granted  to  such  applicant, 
h.as  been  revoked,  or  a forfeiture  of  his  bond  decreed.  But  an 
appeal  may  be  had  from  the  agent  or  the  superintendent,  to  the 
commissioner  of  Indian  affairs;  and  the  president  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  authorised,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  public 
interest  may  require  the  same,  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
goods,  or  of  any  particular  article,  into  the  country  belonging 
to  any  Indian  tribe,  and  to  direct  all  licenses  to  trade  with  such 
tribe  to  be  revoked,  and  all  applications  therefor  to  be  rejected; 
and  no  trader  to  any  other  tribe  shall,  so  long  as  such  prohibi- 
tion may  continue,  trade  with  any  Indians  of,  or  for  the  tribe 
against  which  such  prohibition  is  issued. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person,  other 
than  an  Indian,  who  shall  attempt  to  reside  in  the  Indian 
country  as  a trader,  or  to  introduce  goods,  or  to  trade  therein 
without  such  license,  shall  forfeit  all  merchandise,  offered  for 
sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession,  and  shall  more- 
over forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  license  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  except  citizens 
of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  the  president  shall  be 
authorised  to  allow  the  employment  of  foreign  boatmen  and  in- 
terpreters, under  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe. 
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Bee.  6.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a foreigner  shall 
go  into  the  Indian  country  without  a passport  from  the  war  de- 
partment, the  superintendent,  agent  or  sub-agent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, or  from  tlie  officer  of  the  United  States  commanding  the 
nearest  military  post  on  the  frontiers,  or  shall  remain  inten- 
tionally therein  after  the  expiration  of  such  passport,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars;  and  such  pass- 
port shall  express  the  object  of  such  person,  the  time  he  is  al- 
lowed to  remain,  and  the  route  he  is  to  travel. 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  other 
than  an  Indian  shall,  within  the  Indian  country,  purchase  or 
receive  of  any  Indian,  in  the  way  of  barter,  trade  or  pledge,  a 
gun,  trap,  or  other  article  commonly  used  in  hunting,  any  in- 
strument of  husbandry  or  cooking  utensils  of  the  kind  com- 
monly obtained  by  the  Indians  in  their  intercourse  with  the 
white  people,  or  any  other  article  of  clothing,  except  skins  or 
furs,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifiy  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person,  other 
than  an  Indian,  shall,  within  the  limits  of  any  tilbe  with  whom 
the  United  States  shall  have  existing  treaties,  hunt,  or  trap,  or 
take  and  destroy,  any  peltries  or  game,  except  for  subsistence 
in  the  Indian  country,  such  person  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  forfeit  all  the  traps,  gutis  and  ammunition, 
in  his  possession,  used  or  procured  to  be  used  for  that  purpose, 
and  peltries  so  taken. 

Sec.  9.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall 
drive  or  otherwise  convey  any  stock  or  horses,  mules  or  cattle, 
to  range  or  feed  on  any  land  belonging  to  any  Indian  or  Indian 
tribe,  without  the  consent  of  such  tribe,  such  person  shall  for- 
feit the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each  animal  of  such  stock. 

Sec.  10.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sttperintendo.nt 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  Indian  agents  and  suh-agents,  shall  have 
authority  to  remove  from  the  Indian  country  all  persons  found 
therein  contrary  to  law;  and  the  president  of  the  United  States 
is  authorised  to  direct  the  military  force  to  be  employed  in  such 
removal. 

Sec.  11.  -^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall 
make  a settlement  on  any  lands  belonging,  secured  or  granted 
by  treaty  with  the  United  States  to  any  Indian  tribe,  or  shall 
survey  or  shall  attempt  to  survey  such  lands,  or  designate  any 
of  the  boundaries  by  marking  trees,  or  otherwise,  such  of- 
fender shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  lawful  for  the  pre.sident  of  the  United 
States  to  take  such  measures  and  employ  such  military  force, 
as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  remove  from  the  lands  aforesaid 
any  such  person  as  aforesaid. 

SeCi  13-  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  purchase,  grant, 
lease,  or  other  conveyance  of  lands,  or  of  any  title  or  claim 
thereto,  from  any  Indian  nation  or  tribe  of  Indian.^,  shall  be  of 
any  validity  in  law  or  equity,  unless  the  same  be  made  by  treaty 
or  convention  entered  into  pursuant  to  the  constituiton.  And 
if  any  person,  not  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  attempt  to  negotiate  such  treaty  or  convention, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  treat  with  any  such  nation  or  tribe  of 
Indians,  for  the  title  or  purchase  of  any  lands  by  them  held  or 
claimed,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  thousand  dollars: 
Provided,  nevertheless.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  agents  or 
agents  of  any  state  who  may  be  present  at  any  treaty  held  with 
Indians  under  the  authority  of  the  U.  States,  in  the  presence, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  commissioner  orcommissioners 
of  the  United  States  appointed  to  hold  the  same,  to  propose  to, 
and  adjust  with,  the  Indians,  the  compensation  to  be  made  for 
their  claim  to  lands  within  such  state,  which  shall  be  extin- 
guished by  a treaty. 

Sec.  13.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  or 
other  person  residing  within  the  United  States  or  the  territory 
thereof,  shall  send  any  talk,  speech  or  message,  or  letter  to  any 
Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  individual,  with  an  intent  to  pro- 
duce a contravention  or  infraction  of  any  treaty  or  other  law  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citizen  or 
other  person,  shall  carry  or  deliver  any  such  talk,  message, 
speech  or  letter,  to  or  from  any  Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  in- 
dividual, from  or  to  any  person^  or  person  whatsoever,  residing 
within  the  United  Slates,  or  from  or  to  any  subject,  citizen  or 
agent  of  any  foreign  power  or  stale,  knowing  the  contents  there- 
of, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  or 
other  person,  residing  or  living  among  the  Indians,  or  elsewhere 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  State.s,  shall  carry  on  a cor- 
respondence, by  letter  or  otherwise,  with  any  foreign  nation  or 
power,  with  an  intent  to  induce  such  foreign  nation  or  power 
to  excite  any  Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief  or  individual,  to  war 
against  the  United  States,  or  to  the  violation  of  any  existing 
treaty;  or  in  case  any  citizen  or  other  person  shall  alienate,  or 
attempt  to  alienate,  the  confidence  of  any  Indian  or  Indians 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  where,  in  the  com- 
mission, by  a white  person,  of  any  crime,  offence  or  misde- 
meanor, within  the  Indian  country,  the  property  of  any  friendly 
Indian  is  taken,  injured  or  destroyed,  and  a conviction  is  had 
for  such  crime,  offence  or  misdemeanor,  the  person  so  convict- 
ed shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  to  such  friendly  Indian  to  whom 
the  property  may  belong,  or  whose  person  may  be  injured,  a 
sum  equal  to  twice  the  just  value  of  the  property  so  taken,  in- 
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jured  or  destroyed.  And  if  such  offender  shall  he  unable  to  pay 
a sum  at  least  equal  to  the  just  value  or  amount,  whatever 
such  payment  shall  fall  short  of  the  same,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates:  Provided,  That  no  such  Indian 
shall  be  entitled  to  any  payment,  out  <>f  the  treasury  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  for  any  such  property,  if  he,  or  any  of  the  nation  to 
which  he  belongs,  shall  have  sought  private  revenge,  or  attempt- 
ed to  obtain  satisfaction  by  any  force  or  violence:  .ffnd  provided, 
also.  That  if  such  offender  cannot  be  apprehended  and  brought 
to  trial,  the  amount  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury,  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  Indian  or  In- 
dians, belonging  to  any  tribe  in  amity  with  the  United  States 
shall  within  the  Indian  country,  take  or  destroy  the  properly, 
of  any  person  lawfully  within  such  country,  or  shall  pass  from 
the  Indian  country  into  any  state  or  territory  inhabited  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates,  and  there  take,  steal  or  desiroy,  any 
horse,  horses  or  other  property,  belonging  to  any  citizen  or  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States,  such  citizen  or  inhabitant,  his  re- 
presentative, attorney  or  agent,  may  make  application  to  the 
proper  superintendent,  agent  or  sub  agent,  who,  upon  being 
furnished  with  the  necessary  documents  and  proofs,  shall,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  president,  make  application  to  the  na- 
tion or  tribe  to  which  said  Indian  or  Indians  shall  belong,  for 
satisfaction;  and  if  such  nation  or  tribe  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  make  satisfaction,  in  a reasonable  lime,  not  exceeding  twelve 
months,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  superintendent,  agent  or 
snb  agent,  to  make  return  of  his  doings  to  the  commissioner  of 
Indian  affairs,  that  such  further  steps  may  be  taken  as  shall  be 
proper  in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  to  obtain  satisfaction  for 
the  injury;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  in  respect  to  the  property  so 
taken,  stolen  or  destroyed,  the  United  States  guaranty  to  the 
parly  so  injured,  an  eventual  indemnification:  Provided,  That, 
if  such  injured  party,  his  representative,- attorney  or  agent, 
shall,  in  any  way,  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  by 
seeking  or  attempting  to  obtain  private  .satisfaction  or  revenge, 
he  shall  forfeit  all  claims  upon  the  United  States  for  such  in- 
denmificalion:  And  provided,  also.  That,  unless  such  claim 
shall  be  presented  within  three  years  after  the  commission  of 
the  injury,  the  same  shall  be  barred.  And  if  the  nation  or  tribe 
to  which  such  Indian  may  belong,  receive  an  annuity  from  the 
United  States,  such  claim  shall,  at  the  next  payment  of  the  an- 
nuity, be  deducted  therefrom,  and  paid  to  the  party  injured; 
and,  if  no  annuity  is  p.ayable  to  such  nation  or  tribe,  then  the 
amount  of  the  claim  shall  be  paid  from  the  treasury  of  the  U. 
States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
the  legal  apprehension  and  punishment  of  any  Indians  having 
so  offended. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  superintendents, 
agents  and  sub  agent.-;,  within  their  respective  districts,  be  and 
arc  hereby  authourised  and  empowered  to  take  depositions  of 
witnesses  lotiching  any  depradalions  within  the  purview  of  the 
two  preceding  sections  of  this  act,  and  to  administer  an  oath  to 
the  deponents. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  superintendents,  agents  and  sub  agents,  to  endeavor  to 
procure  the  arrest  and  trial  of  all  Indians  accused  of  commit- 
ing  any  crime,  offence  or  misdemeanor,  and  all  other  persona 
who  may  have  committed  crimes  or  offences  within  any  state 
or  territory,  and  have  fled  into  the  Indian  country,  either  by  de- 
manding the  same  of  the  chiefs  of  the  proper  tribe,  or  by  such 
other  means  as  the  president  may  authorise;  and  the  president 
may  direct  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  apprehension  of  such  Indians,  and  also  in  preventing 
and  terminating  hostilities  between  any  of  the  Indian  tribes. 

Sec.  20.  And  he  it  f urther  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  shall 
sell,  exchange  or  give,  barter  or  dispose  of,  any  spirituous  liquor 
or  wine  to  an  Indian,  (in  the  Indian  country),  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars:  and  if  any  per- 
son shall  introduce,  or  attempt  to  introduce,  any  spirituous  liquor 
or  wine  into  the  Indian  country,  except  such  supplies  ns  shall  be 
necessary  for  the  officers  of  the  United  States  and  troops  of  the 
service,  under  the  direction  of  the  war  department,  such  per- 
son shall  forfeit  and  pay  a sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars;  and  if  any  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  Indian 
agent,  sub-agent  or  commanding  officer  of  a military  post,  has 
reason  to  suspect,  or  is  informed,  that  any  while  person  or  In- 
dian is  about  to  introduce,  or  has  introduced  any  spirituous  li- 
quor or  wine  into  the  Indian  country,  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  superintend- 
ent, Indian  agent  or  sub-agent,  or  military  officer,  agreeably  to 
such  regulations  as  may  he  established  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  cause  the  boats,  stores,  packages  and  places 
of  deposite  of  such  person  to  be  searched,  and  if  any  such  spi- 
rituous liquor  or  wine  is  found,  the  goods,  boats,  packages  and 
peltries  of  such  persons  shall  be  seized  and  delivered  to  the  pto- 
per  officer,  and  shall  he  proceeded  against  by  libel  in  the  proper 
court,  and  forfeited,  one-half  to  the  use  nf  the  informer,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United  States;  and  if  such  person  is 
a trader,  his  license  shall  be  revoked,  and  his  bond  put  in  suit. 
And  itsliall  moreover  be  lawful  for  any  person  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  or  for  any  Indian,  to  lake  and  destroy  any 
ardent  spirits  or  wine  found  in  the  Indian  country,  except  mili- 
tary supplies,  as  mentioned  in  this  section. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any  person  what- 
ever shall,  within  the  limits  of  the  Indian  country,  set  up  or 
continue  any  distillery  for  manufacturing  ardent  spirits,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a penally  of  one  thousand  dollars;  and  it  shall  be 
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the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  Indian  agent  or 
sub-agent,  within  the  limits  of  whose  agency  the  same  shall  be 
set  up  or  continued,  forthwith  to  destroy  and  break  up  the  same; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  employ  the  military  force  of  the  United 
Stales  in  executing  that  duly. 

Sec.  22.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in  all  trials  about 
the  right  of  property  in  which  an  Indian  may  be  a party  on  one 
side,  and  a white  person  on  the  other,  the  burden  ol  proof  shall 
rest  upon  the  white  person,  whenever  the  Indian  shall  make 
out  a presumption  of  title  in  iiimself  from  the  fact  of  previous 
possession  or  ownership. 

Sec.  23.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  military  force  of  the  United  Slates  to  be  employed  m such 
manner  and  under  such  regulations  as  the  president  m.^y  direct, 
in  the  apprehension  of  every  person  who  shall  or  may  be  fouml 
in  the  Indian  country,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  him  immediately  to  convey  Irom  said  Indian  coun- 
try, in  the  neatest  convenient  and  safe  route,  to  the  civil  au- 
Itioriiy  of  the  territory  or  judicial  distiict  in  which  said  person 
shall  be  found,  to  be  proceeded  against  in  due  course  of  law: 
and  also,  in  the  examination  and  seizure  of  stores,  packages 
and  boats,  alhorised  by  the  twentieth  section  of  this  act,  and  in 
preventing  the  introduction  of  persons  and  property  into  the  In- 
dian country  contrary  to  law;  w hich  persons  and  properly  shall 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  law:  Provided,  That  no  per- 
son apprehended  by  military  force  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  dt;lain- 
ed  longer  than  five  days  after  the  arrest  and  before  removal. 
And  all  officers  and  soldiers  who  may  have  any  such  person  or 
persons  in  custody,  shall  treat  them  with  all  the  humanity 
which  the  circumstances  will  possibly  permit;  and  every  officer 
or  soldier  who  shall  be  guilty  of  mal-treaiing  any  such  person 
while  in  custody,  shall  sufi'er  such  punishment  as  a court  mar- 
tial shall  direct. 

Sec.  24.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  carrying  this  act  into  effect,  all  that  part  of  the  Indian  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  that  is  bounded  north  by  llie 
north  line  of  lands  assigned  to  the  Osage  tribe  of  Indians,  pro- 
duced east  to  the  stale  of  Missouri:  west  by  the  Mexican  pos- 
sessions, south  by  Red  river;  and  east,  by  the  west  line  of  the 
territory  ol  Arkansas,  and  the  stale  of  Missouri,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  annexed  to  the  territory  of  Arkansas;  and  that,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  icsidue  of  the  Indian  country  west  of 
said  Mississippi  river  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  annexed  to  the 
judicial  district  of  Missouri;  and,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the 
several  portions  of  Indian  country  east  of  the  said  Mississippi 
river,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  severally  annexed  to  the  terrilo.>-y 
in  which  they  are  situate. 

Sec.  2.5.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  as  provides  tor  the  punishment  of  crimes 
committed  within  any  place  within  the  sole  and  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  United  Stales,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Indian 
country:  Provided,  The  same  shall  not  extend  to  crimes  com- 
mitted by  one  Indian  against  the  person  'or  property  of  another 
Indian. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person  who 
shall  be  charged  with  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  or 
regulations  of  this  act,  shall  be  found  within  any  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  either  of  the  territories,  such  offenders  may  be  there 
apprehended,  and  transported  to  the  territory  or  judicial  disti  ict 
having  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tiiat  all  penalties  which 
shall  accrue  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in 
an  action  of  debt,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  before  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  (in  any  state  or  territory 
in  which  the  defendant  shall  be  arrested  or  found),  the  one-half 
to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the  United 
States,  except  when  the  prosecution  shall  be  first  instituted  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  which  case  the  whole  shall  be 
to  their  use. 

See.  28.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  when  goods  or  other 
properly  shall  be  seized  for  any  violation  of  this  act,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  person  prosecuting  on  behalf  of  the  United  States 
to  proceed  against  such  goods  or  other  property,  in  the  manner 
directed  to  be  observed  in  the  case  of  goods,  w'ares  or  merchan- 
dise, brought  into  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the  revenue 
laws. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed, 
namely:  An  act  to  make  provision  relative  to  rations  for  In- 
dians, and  to  their  visits  to  the  seat  of  government,  approved 
May  thirteen,  eighteen  hundred;  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peaee  on 
the  frontiers,  approved  March  thirty,  eighteen  hundred  and  two; 
an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  passed  thirtieth  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two,  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  approved 
April  twenty  nine,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen;  an  act  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  and  offences  committed  within  the  Indian 
boundaries,  approved  March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and  se- 
venteen; the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  directing  the 
manner  of  appointing  Indian  agents,  and  continuing  the  act 
establishing  trading  houses  with  Iho  Indian  tribes,  approved 
April  sixteen,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  an  act  fixing  the 
compensation  of  Indian  agents  and  factors,  approved  April 
twenty,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen;  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  prompt  settlement 
of  public  accounts,  approved  February  twenty-four,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen;  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  making  ap 


propriations  to  carry  into  effect  treaties  concluded  with  several 
I iidian  tribes  therein  mentioned,  approved  March  three,  eighteen 
lintidred  and  nineteen;  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  continue 
in  force  for  a further  time  the  act  entitled  an  act  for  establish- 
ing trading  houses  with  the  Inilian  tribes,  and  ibr  other  pur- 
poses, approved  March  three,  eighteen  hundred  and  iiineteeH; 
an  act  to  aineiid  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  approved  thirtieth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
two,*  appioved  May  six,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  two;  an 
act  providing  (or  the  appoiniinent  of  an  agent  for  the  Osage  In- 
dians west  uf  the  stale  of  Missouri  and  territory  of  Arkansas, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May  eisihteen,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty- four;  the  third,  fourth  and  filth  sections  of  an 
act  to  enable  the  president  to  hold  treaties  with  certain  Indian 
tubes,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  May  twenty  five, 
eiglilecn  hundred  and  twenty  four;  the  second  sr-ction  of  the  act 
to  aid  certain  Indians  of  the  Creek  nation  in  their  removal  to 
the  west  of  the  Missi.'sippi,  approved  May  twenty,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six;  and  an  act  to  aiuhorise  the  uppoinlment 
of  a sub  agent  to  the  VViiinebago  Indians  on  Rock  river,  ap- 
proved February  twenty  five,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  one: 
Provided,  however.  That  such  repeal  shall  not  affect  any  rights 
acijuired,  or  punishments,  penalties,  or  forleiliires  incurred, 
under  either  of  the  acts  or  parts  of  acts,  nor  impair  or  affect  the 
intercourse  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  tw  o,  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  or  concerns  Indian  tribes  residing  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi: And  provided,  also.  That  such  repeal  shall  not  be  constru- 
ed to  revive  any  acts  or  parts  of  acts  repealed  by  either  of  the 
acts  or  sections  herein  described. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  until  a western  terri- 
tory shall  be  established,  the  two  agents  for  the  western  territo- 
ry, as  provided  in  the  act  for  the  organization  of  the  Indian  de- 
partment, this  day  approved  by  the  president,  shall  execute  the 
duties  of  agents  for  such  tribes  as  may  be  directed  by  the  t»resi- 
dentof  the  United  Slates.  And  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
president  to  assign  to  one  of  the  said  agents,  in  addition  to  his 
proper  duties,  the  duties  of  superintendent  for  such  di>=trict  of 
country,  or  for  such  tribes,  as  the  president  may  think  fit.  And 
the  powers  of  the  superintendent  at  St.  Louis,  over  such  dis- 
trict or  tribes  as  may  be  assigned  to  such  acting  superintendent 
shall  cea.-e:  Provided,  That  no  additional  compensation  shall  be 
allowed  for  such  services. 

Approved,  June  30,  1834. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of  In- 
dian affairs. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  duties  of  the  governors  of  the  ter- 
ritories of  Florida  and  Arkansas,  as  superintendent.^  of  Indian 
affairs,  shall  hereafter  cease,  and  the  duties  of  the  governor  of 
the  territory  of  Michigan,  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
shall  cease  from  and  after  the  establishiuenl  of  a new  territory, 
embracing  the  country  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  should  .such  a 
territory  be  established.  And  while  the  governor  of  the  said 
territory  of  Michigan  continues  to  act  as  superintendent  of  In- 
dian affairs,  he  shall  receive  therefor  the  annual  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allowances,  emoluments  or  com- 
pensation for  services  in  said  capacity. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be  a stiper- 
intendency  of  Indian  affairs  tor  all  the  Indian  country  not  with- 
in the  bounds  of  any  state  or  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  the  superintendent  of  which  shall  reside  at  St.  Louis,  and 
shall  annually  receive  a salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  6e  i</«r</ier  enacted.  That  superintendents  of  In- 
dian affairs  shall,  within  their  several  superintendencies,  exer- 
cise a general  supervision  and  control  over  the  official  conduct 
and  accounts  of  all  officers  and  persons  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment in  the  Indian  department,  under  such  regulations  as 
shall  be  established  by  the  iiresident  of  the  United  Stales;  and 
may  suspend  such  officers  and  persons  from  their  office  or  em- 
ployments, for  reasons  forthwith  to  be  communicated  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following  Indian 
agents  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years,  and  who  shall  give 
bond,  with  two  or  more  securities,  in  the  penal  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  same,  and 
shall  each  receive  the  annual  compensation  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars: 

Two  agents  for  the  w'estern  territory. 

An  agent  for  the  Chickasaws. 

An  agent  for  the  eastern  Cherokees. 

An  agent  for  the  Florida  Indians. 

An  agent  for  the  Indians  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

An  agent  at  Chicago. 

An  agent  at  Rock  Island. 

An  aaeiit  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 

An  agent  for  Michilimackinac  and  the  Saull  Sainle  Mario. 

An  agent  for  the  Saint  Peter’s. 

An  aaenl  for  the  Upper  Missouri. 

And  the  following  agencies  shall  be  discontinued  at  the  pe- 
riods herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

The  Florida  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty- first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 


*Here  appears  to  be  an  omission— but  it  is  according  to  the 
official  copy. 
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The  Cherokee  agency,  irom  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  next. 

The  Indiana  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six.  . ^ , 

The  Cliicago  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

The  Rock  Island  agency,  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-six. 

And  all  other  agencies,  not  provided  for  in  this  act,  from  and 
after  the  passing  thereof;  Provided,  That  the  liniitation  of  the 
eaid  agencies  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  the  president  of 
the  United  States  from  discontinuing  the  same  at  an  early  pe- 
riod. And  the  president  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised, 
whenever  he  may  judge  it  expedient,  to  discontinue  any  Indian 
agency,  or  to  transfer  the  same  from  the  place  or  tribe  designat- 
ed by  law,  to  such  other  place  or  tribe  as  the  public  service 
may  require.  And  every  Indian  agent  shall  reside  and  keep 
his  agency  within  or  near  the  territory  of  the  tribe  for  which  he 
may  be  agent,  and  at  such  place  as  the  president  may  designate, 
and  shall  not  depart  from  the  limits  of  his  agency  without  per- 
mission. And  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  president  to  require 
any  military  officer  of  the  United  States  to  execute  the  duties 
of  Indian  agent. 

Sec.  5.  wind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a competent  number 
of  sub-agents  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president,  with  an  an- 
nual salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,  to  be  em- 
ployed and  to  reside  wherever  the  president  may  direct,  and 
who  shall  give  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  the  penal 
Bum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
same.  But  no  sub-agent  shall  be  appointed  who  shall  reside 
within  the  limits  of  any  agency  where  there  is  an  agent  appoint- 
ed. 

Sec.  6.  w3nd  he  it  further  enacted,  Thdii  nothing  herein  con- 
tained, shall  be  construed  to  require  the  reappointment  of  per- 
sons now  in  office,  until  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of 
eervice;  but  the  commissions  of  all  Indian  agents  and  sub- 
agents, now  in  office,  shall  expire  on  the  fourth  of  March  next, 
unless  sooner  terminated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  limits  of  each 
agency  and  sub-agency  shall  be  established  by  the  secretary  of 
war,  either  by  tribes  or  by  geographical  boundaries.  And  it 
shall  be  the  general  duty  of  Indian  agents  and  sub-agents,  to 
manage  and  superintend  the  intercourse  with  the  Indians  with- 
in their  respective  agencies,  agreeably  to  law;  to  obey  all  legal 
instructions  given  to  them  by  the  secretary  of  war,  the  commis- 
sioner of  Indian  affairs,  or  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs; 
and  to  carry  into  eflect  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  president. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  may,  from  time  to  time,  require  additional  secu- 
rity, and  in  larger  amounts,  from  all  persons  charged  or  trusted, 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  with  the  disbursement  or 
application  of  money,  goods  or  effects  of  any  kind,  on  account 
of  the  Indian  department. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  interpreter  shall  be 
allowed  to  each  agency,  who  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
three  hundred  dollars:  Provided,  That  where  there  are  different 
tribes  in  the  same  agency,  speaking  different  languages,  one  in- 
terpreter may  be  allowed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  for  each  of  the  said  tribes.  Interpreters  shall  be  nominat- 
ed by  the  proper  agents,  to  the  war  department  for  approval, 
and  may  be  suspended,  by  the  agent,  from  pay  and  duty,  and 
the  circumstances  reported  to  the  war  department  for  final  ac- 
tion; and  blacksmiths  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  employed  wher- 
ever required  by  treaty  stipulation,  and  such  blacksmith  shall 
receive  an  annual  compensation  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars; and,  if  they  furnish  their  shop  and  tools,  an  additional 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  and  their  assistants 
shall  be  allowed  an  annual  compensation  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  And  wherever  farmers,  mechanics,  or  teachers 
are  required  by  treaty  stipulations  to  be  provided,  they  shall  be 
employed  under  the  direction  of  the  war  department,  and  shall 
receive  an  annual  compensation  of  not  less  than  four  hundred 
and  eighty  dolhtrs,  nor  more  than  six  hundred  dollars.  And  in 
all  cases  of  the  appointments  of  interpreters  or  other  persons 
employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a preference  shall  be 
given  to  persons  of  Indian  descent,  if  such  can  be  found,  who 
are  properly  qualified  for  the  execution  of  the  duties.  And 
where  any  of  the  tribes  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of 
war,  competent  to  direct  the  employment  of  their  blacksmiths, 
mechanics,  teachers,  farmers  or  other  persons  engaged  for  them, 
the  direction  of  such  persons  may  be  given  to  the  proper  autho- 
rity of  the  tribe. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  compensation 
prescribed  by  this  act  shall  be  in  full  of  all  emoluments  or  al- 
lowances whatsoever:  Provided,  however,  Thai,  v/Yiere  necessa- 
ry a reasonable  allowance  or  provision  may  be  made  for  offices 
and  office  contingencies:  And  provided,  also.  That  where  per- 
sons are  required,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  under  this 
act  to  travel  from  one  place  to  another,  their  actual  expenses,  or 
a reasonable  sum  in  lieu  thereof,  may  be  allowed  them:  And 
provided,  also,  That  no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  person 
for  travel  or  expenses  in  coining  to  the  seat  of  government  to  set- 
tle his  accounts,  unless  thereto  required  by  the  secretary  of  war: 
And  provided,  also,  That  no  person  shall  hold  more  than  one  of- 
fice at  the  same  time  under  this  act,  nor  shall  any  agent,  sub- 
agent interpreter,  or  person  employed  under  this  act,  receive 
Ifis  salary  while  absent  from  his  agency  or  employment  witliout 


leave  of  the  superintendent  or  secretary  of  war,  provided  such 
absence  shall  at  no  one  time  exceed  sixty  days. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  payment  of  all 
annuities,  or  other  sums  stipulated  by  treaty  to  be  made  to  any 
Indian  tribe,  shall  be  made  to  the  chiefs  of  such  tribe,  or  to  such 
person  as  said  tribe  shall  appoint;  or  if  any  tribe  shall  appropri- 
ate their  annuities  to  the  purpose  of  education,  or  to  any  other 
specific  use,  then  to  such  person  or  persons  as  such  tribes  shall 
designate. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  at  the  request  of  any  Irrdian 
tribe  to  which  any  annuity  shall  be  payable  in  money,  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  paid  in  goods,  purchased  as  provided  in  the  next 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  1.3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  merchandise  re- 
quired by  an  Indian  treaty  for  the  Indians,  payable  after  ma- 
king of  such  treaty,  shall  be  purchased  under  the  direction  of 
the  secretary  at  war,  upon  proposals  to  be  received,  to  be 
based  on  notices  previously  to  be  given;  and  all  merchandise, 
required  at  the  making  Of  any  Indian  treaty,  shall  be  purchased 
under  the  order  of  the  commissioners,  by  such  persons  as  they 
shall  appoint,  or  by  such  person  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
president  for  that  purpose.  And  all  other  purchases  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians,  and  all  payments  to  them  of  money  or 
goods,  shall  be  made  by  such  person  as  the  president  shall  de- 
signate for  that  purpose.  And  the  superintendent,  agent,  or 
sub  agent,  together  with  such  military  officer  as  the  president 
may  direct,  shall  be  present,  and  certify  to  the  delivery  of  all 
goods  and  money  required  to  be  paid  or  delivered  to  the  la- 
dians.  And  the  duties  required  by  any  section  of  this  act,  of 
military  officers,  shall  be  performed  without  any  ether  compen- 
sation than  their  actual  travelling  expenses;  and  all  persons 
whatsoever,  charged  or  trusted  with  the  disbursement  or  appli- 
cation of  money,  goods,  or  effects  of  any  kind,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians,  shall  settle  their  accounts,  annually,  at  the  war 
department,  on  the  first  day  of  October;  and  copies  of  the  same 
shall  be  laid,  annually,  before  congress  at  the  commencement 
of  the  ensuing  session,  by  the  proper  accounting  officers,  to- 
gether with  a list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  money, 
goods,  or  effects,  had  been  delivered  within  said  year,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  for 
which  it  was  intended,  and  showing  who  are  delinquents,  it 
any,  in  forwarding  their  accounts  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act;  and,  also,  a list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  appoint- 
ed or  employed  under  this  act,  with  the  dates  of  their  appoint- 
ment or  employment,  and  the  salary  and  pay  of  each. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  employed 
in  the  Indian  department  shall  have  any  interest  or  concern  in 
any  trade  with  the  Indians,  except  for,  and  on  account  of,  the 
United  States;  and  any  person  offending  herein,  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars;  and  upon  satisfactory  information 
of  such  offence  being  laid  before  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  it  shall  become  his  duty  to  remove  such  person  frona 
the  office  or  situation  he  may  hold. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  shall 
be,  and  he  rs  hereby,  authorised  to  cause  any  of  the  friendly 
Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  north  of  the  bounda- 
ry of  the  Western  Territory,  and  the  region  upon  Lake  Supe- 
rior and  the  head  of  the  Mississippi,  to  be  furnished  with  use- 
ful domestic  animals  and  implements  of  husbandry,  and  with 
goods,  as  he  shall  think  proper:  Provided,  That  the  whole 
amount  of  such  presents  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  Iff.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorisedto  cause  such  rations  as  he  shall 
judge  proper,  and  as  can  be  spared  from  the  army  provisions, 
without  injury  to  the  service,  to  be  issued.,  under  such  regula- 
tions as  he  shall  think  fit  to  establish,  to  Indians  who  may  visit 
the  military  posts  or  agencies  of  the  United  States  on  the  fron- 
tiers, or  in  therr  respective  nations,  and  a special  account  of 
these  issues  shall  be  kept  and  rendered. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  pre- 
scribe such  rules  and  regulations  ns  he  may  think  fit,  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  various  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  any 
other  relating  to  Indian  affairs,  and  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Indian  department. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts,  or  parts  of 
acts,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  June  30,  1834. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  “act  more  effectually  to  provide  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  approved  March  third,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty- five. 

Beit  enacted,  &c.  That  whenever  any  criminal,  convicted  of 
any  offence  against  the  United  States,  shall  be  imprisoned  in 
pursuance  of  such  conviction,  and  of  the  sentence  thereupon, 
in  the  prison  or  the  penitentiary  of  any  state  or  territory,  such 
criminal  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to  the  same  discipline 
and  treatment  as  convicts  sentenced  by  the  courts  of  the  state 
or  territory  in  which  such  prison  or  penitentiary  is  situated; 
and,  while  so  confined  therein,  shall  also  be  exclusively  under 
the  control  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  same,  under  the 
laws  of  the  said  state  or  territory. 

Approved,  June  30, 1834. 
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We  have  waited  for  a corrected  copy  of  the  late  pro- 
motions and  appointments,  kc.  in  tlie  army.  It  lias  just 
been  received,  and  shall  be  speedily  inserted. 

When  speaking  of  an  increased  ability  in  the  banks  to 
render  accommodations  to  their  customers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  greatly  reduced  demand  on  tlie  banks  for 
pecuniary  facilities,  we  made  a particular  reference  to 
“restrained  expenditures,”  and  the  greater  caution  with 
which  honest  and  reflecting  persons  entered  into  “new 
enterprizes” — introducing  one  or  two  practical  exara- 
les.  But  a few  words  more  on  these  things  may  not 
e unprofitable — seeing  that  we  cannot  too  closely  inves- 
tigate the  principles  on  wliich  the  prosperity  or  adversity 
of  a country  depends,  and  especially  by  means  of  a libe- 
ral or  stinted,  rapid  or  slow,  circulation  of  values. 

The  considerations  and  facts  that  belong  to  these  sub- 
jects are  so  copious,  and  present  themselves  so  much  in 
masses,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  fix  upon  a place  for  begin- 
ning, or  of  ending,  one’s  observations  upon  them;  and 
political  economics  are  to  be  grappled  only  by  closely  re- 
garding special  operations,  using  them  as  general  indica- 
tions of  the  power  of  aggregation.  For  though  it 
would  be  an  almost  endless  work,  if  not  also  a vain  one, 
even  to  attempt  a particular  shewing  of  all  the  facts  that 
enter  into  the  masses  alluded  to,  the  amounts  that  might 
be  demonstrated,  if  added  together,  would  startle  the 
minds  of  many,  and  cause  thouglitless  individuals  to  re- 
ject the  whole  as  wild  and  visionary  in  the  extreme. 

If  an  ignorant  person  w’as  told  that  a drop  of  vinegar 
contains,  perhaps,  a thousand  snake-like  animals,  or  that 
millions  of  huge  and  fierce  alligator  or  crab-like  bellige- 
rents “have  a habitation  and  home”  on  a few  common 
figs — he  would  reject  the  information  as  an  insult  offered 
to  his  understanding;  but  science  has  presented  tliese 
things  so  plaiidy  to  tlie  natural  eye,  that  no  respectable 
man,  though  he  himself  may  never  have  seen  a solar  mi- 
croscope used,  w ill  venture  to  tloubt  the  existence  of  such 
animals,  and  in  the  multitudes  referred  to.  And  even 
the  vast  ocean  is  formed  by  the  aggregation  of  indivisible 
particles  of  matter.  It  is  the  order  which  Infinite  Wis- 
dom has  ordained;  and  its  power  and  effect  cannot  be 
mistaken  by  any  intelligent  man  who  will  take  the  trou- 
ble of  thinking  a little  for  himself. 

We  have  several  limes,  and  at  considerable  length, 
spoken  of  creations  of  values  and  circulations  of  values, 
and  shall  now  only  notice  them  witli  reference  to  aggre- 
gation. 

1.  In  the  creations  of  values  is  included  all  the  annual 
earnings  or  profits  of  labor,  no  matter  how  or  to  what 
purpose  applied — 'whether  to  build  a palace,  or  make  a 
goose-yoke — to  fence-in  a field,  or  drive  the  cows  to  pas- 
ture. The  yearly  earnings  and  profits  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States  (13,000,000),  must  considerably  ex- 
ceed the  value  ol fifteen  hundred  millions  of  dollars  a year, 
as  measured  by  the  present  price  of  money,  or  what  is  so 
called  and  used — for  this  vast  sum  gives  only  an  average 
of  120  dollars  for  each  person,  and  includes  not  only  the 
food,  clothing,  shelter  and  earnings,  for  the  comfort  or 
luxury  of  all  classes,  but  takes  in  all  improvements  of 
lands,  or  in  houses,  canals  and  roads — in  short,  every 
thing  that  is  produced  either  by  manual  labor,  or  the  ap- 
plication of  scientific  pow'cr.  How  much  of  these  earn- 
ings passes  into  the  capital  of  the  country,  to  make  new 
earnings,  we  cannot  venture  to  determine — but  the  amount 
must  be  large,  seeing  how  great  the  annual  advances  of 
population  and  improvement,  public  and  private,  have 
been;  and  we  should  not  deem  it  extravagant  to  say  that  a 
value  of  more  than  300  millions  of  dollars  has  been  annu- 
ally added  to  the  productive  capital  of  the  United 
States,  which  proceeds  to  accumidate  values  in  a geome- 
trical ratio.  But,  as  the  population  advances  and  the 
wild  lands  are  improved,  &c.  &c.  the  progress  of  capital 
will  be  comparatively  lessened. 
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2.  The  circulation  of  values  is  based  ii[)On  the  creations 
just  above  ajluded  to.  Its  amount  is  always  incalculably 
great,  and  may  be  said  to  be  without  limit,  if  human 
tilings  can  be  so.  On  this  suliject  we  beg  leave  to  refer 
the  reailer  to  an  article  published  in  the  first  pages  of  the 
present  volume  of  the  Register.  It  includes  all  ex- 
changes of  productions,  or  of  values,  of  eveiy  descrip- 
tion— and  the  rapidity  or  slowness  of  tlie  circulation  ren* 
dei-s  money  “plenty”  or  “scarce,”  as  we  say  that  it  is. 

3.  Jiggregation  is  the  result  of  creation  and  of  circu- 
lation, and  also  refers  to  the  balance  when  the  great  pro- 
fit and  loss  account  is  settled.  There  may  be  creations 
of  values  without  circulations,  and,  consequently,  there 
is  no  aggregation.  We  shall  endeavor  to  make  this  un- 
derstood by  a simple  proposition.  If  100  dollars  worth 
of  wheat  be  destroyed  by  fire,  or  otherwise,  before  it 
reaches  the  market — there  cannot  he  any  circulation  or 
aggregation  of  values  on  account  of  its  production;  but  if 
the  wheat  reaches  its  market,  whether  in  the  family  of 
the  grower,  or  a thousand  miles  oft',  a circulation  of  va- 
lues has  been  made,  and  aggregation  goes  on  with  every 
circulation.  The  real  value  of  the  wheat  is  not  at  all 
impaired  for  the  reason  that  it  is  consumed  by  the  grow- 
er of  it — for,  without  some  such  consumption  even  po- 
pulation, the  first  principle  or  origin  of  value,  would 
cease,  and  labor,  as  well  as  all  tlie  objects  of  labor,  come 
to  an  end ! And  on  this  account  it  is  that  articles  of  food, 
or  others  that  are  essentially  necessary  or  immediately 
useful,  either  to  keep  up  or  increase  population,  or  other- 
wise furnish  an  ability  to  labor,  have  a perpetual  circula- 
tion, and  will  have,  until  the  millennium  arrives,  or  some 
other  great  change  takes  place  in  the  condition  of  the 
world — and  man  shall  cease  to  earn  his  bread  by  “the 
sweat  of  his  brow.  ” 

These  remarks,  or  explanations,  seemed  necessary  to 
a correct  understanding  of  the  effects  of  “restrained  ex- 
penditures” or  “diminished  enterprizes” — to  which  we 
shall  now  return. 

We  suppose  that  a value  equal  to  400  millions  of  dol- 
lars, annually,  passes  into  the  supply  of  clothing,  house- 
hold f urniture , and  all  other  matters  of  a purely  personal 
or  family  nature — no  reference  being  had  to  articles  of 
food,  houses  for  shelter,  &c.  &c.  This  will  appear  rea- 
sonable when  it  is  recollected  that  it  allows  only  about 
30  dollars  a year  for  each  individual,  or  an  average  of 
150  dollars  for  a family  of  five  persons,  and  inciudes 
every  thing,  from  a broad  cloth  coat  to  a needle-full  of 
thread — fi-om  a coach,  to  the  mending  of  a child’s  shoe— 
from  the  grand  piano  of  the  parlour,  to  the  meanest  uten- 
sil in  the  hut  of  a slave — from  the  most  splendid  service 
of  plate,  to  a bahy’s  ABC  book,  and  so  on  through  the 
whole  chapter  of  articles  which  necessity  or  conveni- 
ence, comfort  or  luxury,  demands,  including  the  cost  of 
all  journeys  or  excursions  made,  or  of  horses  or  other 
animals  kept  for  pleasure,  or  even  for  going  to  church, 
with  charges  for  building  or  supporting  churches,  and 
all  amounts  expended  on  benevolent  objects,  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  hall  room,  race  ground,  or  theatre,  &c.  &c. 
When  these  general  notices  are  considered,  it  will  be 
easily  agreed,  w'e  think,  that  the  supposed  aggregate  is  a 
moderate  one,  being  no  more  than  30  dollars  for  every 
individual.  There  are  millions  who  do  not  expend  or 
exhaust  money  at  such  a rate,  because  they  cannot — but 
there  are  millions  who  go  far  beyond  it;  and  the  rate  does 
not  much,  if  any,  exceed  that  which  is  held  by  a discreet 
journeyman  mechanic,  earning  from  7 to  10  dollars  a 
week,  if  his  family  does  not  exceed  three  or  four  persons 
in  all. 

I’he  articles  named,  or  referred  to,  are  those  over 
which  much  discretion  may  be  exerted. — A man  may 
easily  wear  an  old  coat  a little  longer,  his  wife  delay  the 
purchase  of  a new  shawl,  and  her  daughter  that  of  a piano 
— or  a pair  of  shoes,  &c.  Well — if  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  money,  or  the  want  of  confidence  as  to  future 
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earnings  or  receipts  of  it — persons  are  induced  to  post- 
pone purchases  ot  things  not  indispensable,  or  which  they 
can  do  without  a little  longer — give  up  a journey  or  ex- 
cursion for  pleasure,  or  witidiold  a donation,  &c.  so  that 
the  delay,  or  several  delays,  tliereby  caused,  may  make  up 
an  average  postponement,  (and  a postponement  only),  of 
three  months,  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  less,  in 
currency  or  credit,  is  wanted,  and  the  ability  of  the  banks, 
and  other  money  lenders,  is  considerably  increased  to  re- 
lieve their  customers,  whether  importing  merchants,  ma- 
nufacturing mechanics,  or  other  dealers. 

From  inquiry,  I am  satisfied  that  the  sales  of  tailors, 
shoe-makers,  hatters,  cabinet  makers,  coach-makers,  book 
publishers,  and  all  their  primary  or  dependent  branches, 
have  had  an  average  or  aggregate  delay  of  three  months, 
since  the  derangement  of  the  currency  of  the  country — 
and  this  delay,  or  gaining  of  time,  by  consumers,  has  af- 
fected producers,  oi  vendors,  in  the  amount  of  one-fourth 
of  their  natural  business,  as  we  shall  call  it,  or  profits 
earned  in  the  year.  We  ai-e  safe  in  stating  this,  we  be- 
lieve, in  a well  founded  opinion,  that  almostevery  person, 
in  the  same  regular  business  as  in  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 1833,  would  exceedingly  rejoice  in  a hope  that  the 
end  of  the  year  ending  Sept.  1834,  will  find  him  minus 
in  profits,  only  one-fourth  part  less  than  in  the  former 
period!  There  are  classes  of  persons  who  are  not  at  all 
affected,  however,  unless  advantageously,  by  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  currency,  such  as  office-holders,  and  others 
living  on  fixed  incomes.  It  is  a “glorious”  thing  for  such 
as  these!  They  have  good  reason  to  congratulate  them- 
selves on  the  snugness  of  their  own  condition.  The 
worthy  and  reflecting  working  man,  though  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  former  wages,  and  promptly  paid  them, 
knows  and  feels  and  sympathises  with  his  employer,  and 
I’elieves  him  as  much  as  possible  by  extra  attention  and 
care;  but  the  office-holder  is  so  far  removed  from  those 
who  pay  him  (the  people),  that  he  may  even  feel  delight 
in  the  wailings  of  the  “public  goose”  that  he  assists  in 
plucking.  “The  government  does  not  complain,”  said 
a member  of  congress  from  the  city  of  New  York — by 
“the  government”  meaning  those  who  “fodder  at  the 
public  rack,”  as  col.  Crockett  would  say. 

There  are  other  persons  more  or  less  free  from  the 
restrained  expenditures  to  wliich  we  allude — for,  to  all 
general  rules  there  are  exceptions;  but  these  may  not  ma- 
terially aftect  general  results. 

We  think  it  is  shewn  pretty  clearly,  as  being  probable 
that  100  millions  of  dollars  will  be  lost  to  the  circulation 
of  the  present  year,  as  dependent  on  the  branches  of  bu- 
siness referred  to — which  involves  many  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  our  manufactures, — as  furnishing  the  materials 
from  which  the  articles  particularly  referred  to  are  com- 
posed, the  annually  produced  or  created  value  of  which 
IS  wonderfully  large  to  those  who  have  not  looked  into 
the  subject.  The  aggregate,  or  final  result,  of  the  values 
of  leather,  for  an  example,  is  piobably  quite  equal  to  that 
of  the  average  of  the  whole  cotton  .crop!  Look  at  it' — it 
allows  considerably  less  than  3 dollars  a year  for  each 
person,  per  annum — for  the  supply  of  boots  and  shoes, 
harness  for  horses,  and  the  hundred  other  things  for 
which  leather  is  used.  The  aggregate  value,  of  course, 
includes  that  of  the  labor  of  all  the  persons  working  in 
leather,  and  we  put  down  that  value  at  not  less  than 
35  millions  of  dollars,  and  it  employs  or  subsists  many 
score  of  thousands  of  persons  in  the  United  States. 

But,  though  100  millions  are  thus  lost  to  the  circula- 
tion, and  so  renders  money  scarce  with  individuals  and 
easier  to  be  obtained  at  the  banks,  no  actual  loss  of  mo- 
ney to  the  nation  ensues,  the  savings  of  one  party  standing 
against  the  reduced  profits  of  the  other:  but  there  is  a loss 
of  those  (somforts  for  which  persons  expend  money,  earn- 
ed by  their  labor. 

What  are  the  legitimate  uses  of  money  or  profits? 
The  comfort  of  those  who  possess  or  earn  money.  A 
man  maybe,  perhaps,  as  well  sheltered  by  an  old  coat  as 
a new  one — ^but  he  loves  something  as  valuable  to  him  as 
the  cost  of  a new  coat,  else  he  would  not  then  purchase 
one  if  he  could.  This  position  cannot  be  set  aside,  and 
what  we  call  happiness  depends  on  it.  Men  have  lived  in 
dens  and  caverns,  clothed  in  skins.  Diogenes  had  only  a 
tub,  a sack  and  a cup,  and  the  last  he  threw  away  on  see- 
ing a boy  drink  out  of  his  hand.  It  is  related  of  a famous 
Bnglish  miser,  that,  when  anolherof  his  class  called  upon 


him  in  an  evening  to  obtain  a lesson  in  economy,  the  for" 
mer  extinguislied  his  farthing  candle,  saying  that  they 
could  talk  as  well  in  the  dark  as  in  the  light! — and  the 
writer  of  this  work  knew,  in  early  life,  two  solitary  old 
men  who  rivalled  one  another  in  econotny ! At  the  end 
of  a year,  one  of  them,  having  been  told'  that  the  other 
had  lived  the  twelve  moi»ths  on  the  expenditure  of  some- 
thing less  than  twenty  dollars,  expressed  his  doubt  of 
the  fact, — and  said  that  it  had  cost  him  a little  over 
twenty-five  dollars,  and  he  (the  latter),  thought  that  he 
had  lived  as  close'as  any  person  ought  to  do!  That  we 
might  live  upon  much  less  than  we  expend,  or  fatten  as 
fast  and  breathe  as  freely  in  a shantee  by  the  side  of  a canal 
or  rail  road  as  in  tlie  most  convenient  of  our  dwellings, 
there  is  no  doubt — 'but  life,  on  such  conditions,  and  w ith- 
out  looking  to  a change  of  them,  is  valueless  to  the  pos- 
sessor. The  “saw  dust  pudding”  of  Franklin,  may  be 
eaten  in  a spirit  of  independence,  on  particular  occasions; 
but  one  condemned  to  feed  on  “saw  dust  pudding”  oid}’, 
would  not  be  thankful  for  the  gift  of  life.  And  what 
must  become  of  those  who  make  a living  by  sow  ing  and 
reaping  wheat,  and  planting  and  gathering  corn,  kc.  if 
every  body  lived  on  “saw  dust  pudding?” 

Rewarded  labor  is  the  first  great  happiness  of  mankind 
— and  the  second  is  the  appropriation  or  distribution  of 
the  profits  of  labor.  The  bond  of  society  is  the  mutual 
dependence  which  one  man  has  upon  his  fellow,  or  the 
mutual  assistance  which  every  good  citizen  renders  to  his 
“neighbor.”  Break  down  these  relations,  and  society  is 
resolved  into  its  original  elements,  when  every  man  act- 
ed as  it  “seemed  good  in  his  own  eyes,”  and  there  were 
no  aggregations  of  value  in  property,  or  safety  to  person. 
Labor  is  a blessing — idleness  the  parent  of  evil;  but  the 
blessing  is  denied,  and  evil  increased,  when  the  wilt  to 
labor  is  diminished  in  consequence  of  a necessity  that  for- 
bids an  ENJOYMENT  of  its  profits — though  actual  suffer- 
ing may  not  occur.  Man  should  not  live  merely  to  eat— • 
but  to  eat  only  that  he  may  live,  is  a miserable  slate  of 
existence. 

I'he  diminished  circulation  of  values  that  we  have  en- 
deavored to  shew,  acts  undoubtedly,  and  directly,  against 
“new  enterprizes.  ” We  shall  state  a simple  and  com- 
mon case  by  way  of  example.  A person  by  his  industry 
and  economy — (we  mean  economy  with  comfort — for  the 
first  without  the  last,  unless  with  a fixed  view  to  the  last, 
cannot  he  approved,  as  it  necessarily  runs  into  mean- 
ness, if  not  into  knavery),  has  earned  and  saved  500  dol- 
lars for  the  jiurpose  of  building  a house  and  home  for 
his  family  and  himself.  He  says,  “such  a house  as  I de- 
sire to  build  will  cost  me  one  thousand  dollars,  and,  pay- 
ing 500, 1 can  obtain  a credit  of  500  on  the  house,  payable 
in  5 years,  100  dollars  a year,  which,  with  the  interest, 
I can  pay  out  of  my  annual  profits  or  savings.”  But  if 
the  business  of  that  man  is  interrupted,  and  his  profits 
lessened,  or  rendered  altogether  uncertain,  he  will  post- 
pone his  design  of  building  and  remain  a tenant,  rather 
than  venture  on  a proceeding  which  may  endanger  the 
money  that  he  has,  in  a sacrifice  of  the  property  pledg- 
ed for  the  i)ayment  of  the  additional  sum  that  must  be 
borrowed  to  carry  out  the  project.  This  is  an  act  of  com- 
mon prudence;  and  tens  of  thousands  who  have  not  so  re- 
viewed (he  real  state  of  things,  have  been  ruined,  or  rob- 
bed, of  the  savings  that  they  liad  made,  by  disturbances 
of  the  currency.  This  case  in  huntble  life  equally  ap- 
plies to  the  heaviest  operations;  and  its  principle  does  not 
vary,  wliether  the  expected  cost  of  a thing  be  500  or 
500,000  dollars;  and  such  postponements  act  against  the 
interest  of  other  persons  whose  business  it  is  to  furnish 
materials  or  labor  for  such  undertakings. 

To  some— the  learned  in  political  economics,  or  per- 
sons accustomed  to  reflect  on  the  power  of  aggregation, 
the  preceding  remarks  may  appear  supererogatory — but 
our  wish  is  to  render  these  matters  familiar  to  others,  and 
lead  them  into  considerations  of  the  cause  and  effect  of 
seemingly  trifling  things,  the  combinations  of  which  they 
have  not  been  accustomed  to  examine— for  herein  is  truth 
— important  truth,  which  every  man,  from  the  richest  to 
the  poorest,  is  interested  in  understanding,  seeing  that 
every  citizen  forms,  or  should  form,  an  integral  part  of 
the  goverimient  of  this  country. 

A friend  observed  the  other  day,  that  our  course,  on 
the  Goneerns  of  the  post  omtK  had  been  like  the  In- 
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dian’s  tree — “so  straight  that  it  leaned  tother  tvayd'  i.  e. 
against  tlie  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate:  for 
we  not  only  published  the  rejmrt  of  the  minoiity  but 
also  Mr.  Jiai'ri/s  long  vindicatory  address.  The  record 
is  in  complete  on  this  subject — hut  whether  to  publish  (he 
letters  of  Mr.  Bradley,  addressed  to  tlie  president,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Barry,  or  take  some  ot  the  speeclies,  on 
both  sides,  in  the  senate,  it  seems  not  easy  to  determine. 

The  election  for  a member  of  congress  in  the  Rich- 
mond district,  A irginia,  in  the  place  ot  Mr.  Stevenson, 
resigned,  has  just  closed,  and  resulted  in  tlie  election  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  tlie  whig  candit'ate.  The  vole  stood 
thus:  for  Mr.  Robertson  689,  Mr.  Roane  331;  majority 
lor  Mr.  Robertson,  358. 

The  returns  from  Louisiana  have  not  all  yet  been  re- 
ceived, but  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  give  the  result. 
The  N.  O.  Courier,  an  administration  paper  stiys — “we 
have  further  returns  to-day  of  tlie  election;  but  they  do 
not  itispire  us  with  hope.  General  Walker,  it  appears, 
is  beaten,  in  the  third  congressional  district,  by  Mr. 
Garland — making  our  defeat  total  and  complete.”  All 
the  returns  were  received  at  New  Orleans  exce]it  from 
one  parish,  which  it  is  said  will  notvary  the  fesult  much. 
The  vole  for  governor  is,  for  fl'hite,  w hig,  6,089.  Barv- 
S071,  Jackson,  4, ‘253,  majority,  as  far  as  heard  Iroin,  for 
While  1,836.  A letter  published  in  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer, dated  New  Orleans,  July  16,  after  stating  that 
Mr.  While  is  elected,  says,  that  “the  whigs  have  elected 
their  entire  delegation  to  congress,  and  from  two-thirds 
to  three-fourths  of  the  state  legislature.”  In  this  district, 
there  were  two  whig  candidates,  whose  aggregate  vote 
was  2,946,  and  the  Jackson  vote  1,384:  Henry  Johnson, 
(whig),  is  elected  by  a majority  of  516  over  the  aggre- 
gate vote  oi  both  his  opponents.  In  the  2d  district  there 
were  four  candidates:  General  Ripley  is  elected  by  a 

plurality  of  votes,  and  not  a majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber— say  1,167  out  of  about  2,700.  General  Ripley  has 
heretofore  been  a warm  .Jackson  man,  but,  recently,  he 
publicly  renounced  Jacksonism,  and  has  been  chosen  by 
a majority  of  about  200  over  Chinn,  the  regular  whig 
candidate,  who  injured  his  vote  by  advocating  Dawson 
for  governor,  from  personal  feelings.*  In  the  3d  district, 
Mr.  Garland  is  re-elected  by  a large  majority  over  gen. 
Walker,  the  most  popular  and  able  Jackson  man  in  the 
state,  and  who  was,  from  those  causes,  selected  last  win- 
ter to  run  against  judge  Porter  for  the  United  States  se- 
nate. * 

Though  the  sales  of  wool  are  not  brisk — yet  the  pri- 
ces paid  seem  fair,  and  rather  better  than  w'e  feared. 
Some  of  the  fine  Saxonies  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  York, 
and  other  places,  had  sold  for  67  cents;  but  the  average 
sales  are  supposed  to  be  from  6 to  lU  cents  per  lb.  less 
than  last  year. 

Very  many  deaths  have  happened  from  drinking  cold 
water — but  at  New  York,  one  of  the  sextons,  becoming 
heated  when  digging  a grave  for  a person  that  had  so 
died,  drank  plentifully  of  cold  water,  .and  so  died  him- 
self. 

The  cholera,  (as  we  learn  from  the  Missouri  Enquirer, 
published  at  Liberty,  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,)  exists 
to  an  alarming  degree  among  the  Mormons  who  recently 
emigrated  to  that  country.  In  three  or  four  days,  eigh- 
teen cases  had  occurred,  thirteen  of  which  had  i»roved 
fatal.  The  pestilence  had  also  appeared  at  Rushville, 
Pekin  and  Dillon’s  settlement,  near  Pekin.  At  Rush- 
ville there  had  been  12  deaths,  at  Pekin  9,  and  at  Dil- 
lon’s settlement  8 cases  and  4 deaths. 

In  Kentucky  the  disease  had  made  its  appearance  at 
Mills  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sandy  river,  about  13 
miles  from  Paris,  and  at  Princeton.  At  the  latter  place 
8 or  10  deaths  had  occurred. 

At  Montreal  and  Quebec,  Canada,  much  alarm  and  a 
good  deal  of  sickness  exists,  although,  as  a correspondent 

[‘There  is  a family  connection  between  these  two  gentlemen, 
and  we  were  advised,  before  hearing  from  the  election,  that  Mr. 
Chinn’s  supporting  Mr.  Dawson  would  probably  lose  him  his 
own  election,  [Editors  Nat.  Intel. 


of  the  New  A"ork  Mercantile  says,  the  jiapers  are  silent. 
He  had  been  at  Montreal,  and  should  have  proceeded  to 
Quebec,  but  that  the  cholera  was  so  bad  at  the  latter 
place  as  to  put  a stop  to  business.  During  his  stay  at 
Montreal,  on  the  23d  and  24lh  ult.  60  deaths,  he  says, 
occurred.  The  sanitary  committee  of  Montreal  made 
an  official  publication  on  the  22d  ult.  in  which  they  state 
the  total  number  of  patients  received  at  the  cholera  hos- 
pital, from  July  11,  the  first  day  of  its  appearance,  to 
the  22(1,  inclusive,  had  been  44,  of  these  28  had  died,  11 
were  convalescent  and  5 ?emained. 

'I'he  Wheeling  Gazette  of  the  26th  ult.  says  that  it  is 
doubted  by  many  whether  there  have  been  any  cases  of 
cholera  among  tliem,  at  all  events  not  more  than  four  or 
five  cases,  and  none  for  the  two  or  three  preceding  days. 

Two  deaths  by  cholera  have  occurred  at  Madison,  In- 
diana; thirty-five  at  Pulton,  Ohio,  and  twenty-two  at 
T’renton,  K(^ntucky.  In  the  laltir  place,  we  notice  iho 
death  of  Enoch  Brince,  esquire,  a member  of  the  slate 
senate. 

The  citizens  of  AVilmington,  Delaware,  paid  funeral 
honors  to  general  Lafayette,  on  Monday  last.  I'he  pro- 
cession was  a long  one,  and  presented  an  imposing  spec- 
tacle. The  stores  amJ  other  places  of  business  were 
nearly  all  closed,  and  every  one  a[)peared  to  vie  with  his 
neighbor  in  testifying  his  sincere  veneration  for  the  me- 
mory of  the  illustrious  and  earlj  benefactor  of  his  coun- 
try. A large  number  of  persons  fi-om  the  county  altend- 
e(l  and  joined  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day.  The  pro- 
cession left  the  Town  Hall  at  10  o’clock,  and  after  mov- 
ing through  the  several  streets  of  the  city,  arrived  at  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  12  o’clock,  where  the  closing 
scene  of  the  solemnities  of  the  day  was  opened  by'  an  ap- 
propriate dirge,  which  was  followed  by  an  imjjressive 
address  to  the  throne  of  grace  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Granger. 
The  rev.  I.  Pardee  then  rose  and  delivered  an  oration 
commemorative  of  the  merits,  virtues  and  sacrifices  of 
Lafayette.  The  oration  occupied  about  an  hour  in  the 
deiiverv,  and  was  listened  to  with  the  profoundest  atten- 
tion by  the  audience.  AA’hen  the  orator  sat  down,  a 
prayer  was  offered  up  by  the  rev.  Mr.  after  which, 

the  rev.  Mr.  ll  ihner  pronounced  a benediction;  and  the 
whole  was  concluded  by'  a solemn  dirge  performed  by 
the  choir.  'I'he  day  passed  w ithout  any  occurrence  to 
('isturb  the  ])roceedings,  or  to  mar  those  feelings  w hich 
should. prevail  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  university  of  A’irginia  had  about  210  matriculates, 
at  the  last  session,  w hich  is  by  far  the  largest  numher 
she  has  ever  yet  enrolled.  At  the  recent  examination, 
seven  of  the  students  received  the  degree  of  master  of 
arts.  Mr.  AV.  C.  Rives  has  been  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernor of  A irginia,  a visiter  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son resigned.  Joseph  C.  Cabell,  esq.  is  ai)pointed  rec- 
tor, w hich  office  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Madison,  since 
Mr.  Jefferson’s  death. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  colonel  Matthew  .dr- 
buckle,  of  the  U.  S.  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  by  the 
officers  of  his  regiment,  on  the  7th  June,  on  the  occasion 
of  his  retiring  from  that  post,  which  he  has  commanded 
with  great  credit  to  himself,  and  with  public  approba- 
tion, for  many'  years. 

On  the  following  toast  being  given,  viz: 

“Out  guest,  col.  M.  Arbuckle — An  officer  distinguished  for 
long  atul  faithrul,  as  well  as  important  services,  and  one  closely 
identified  witli  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  country;  ourgo- 
verninent  will  not  forget  him.” 

Col.  A.  returned  thanks,  and  amongst  other  things, 
remarked:  “As  my  impaired  health  obliges  me  to  seek 
for  its  restoration  in  a different  climate,  and  as  1 may 
never  return,  it  is  a source  of  no  inconsiderable  gratifi- 
cation to  leave  this  frontier  in  a state  of  perfect  peace, 
as  far  as  relates  to  the  Indian  tribes  with  which  the  Unit- 
ed States  have  intercourse,  and  between  them  and  our 
citizens.  The  state  of  affairs,  gentlemen,  was  very'  dif- 
ferent on  my  arrival  in  this  country,  twelve  years  since. 
Then  the  surrounding  tribes  were  engaged  in  continual 
acts  of  hostility  to  each  other,  and  one  of  them  frequent- 
ly murdering  and  plundering  our  citizens.” 

Mr.  William  A Woodall,  ascended  in  a balloon  on 
Monday  last,  from  the  Observatory  Gardens,  Federal 
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Hill,  at  half  past  six,  P.  M.  The  balloon  was  construct- 
ed by  Mr.  Elliott.  Its  first  course  was  north  west,  and 
after  proceeding  in  that  direction  for  about  a mile,  it 
took  a north  east  one  for  about  a mile,  and  then  proceed- 
ed south  east,  making  nearly  a circle,  and  passing  over 
the  whole  of  our  city.  At  35  minutes  past  7 o’clock, 
Mr.  Woodall  landed  in  satety  on  the  farm  of  col.  Wea- 
therby,  about  7 miles  from  town,  near  the  North  Point 
road,  and  adjoining  the  battle  ground.  The  ascent  was 
one  of  great  splendor,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Woodall  says  that  he  thinks  he  rose,  while  over  the 
city,  to  the  height  of  two  miles. 

Tlie  Philadelphia“American  Daily  Advertiser”  sayS' — 
Cliristoplicr  Columbus  died  on  the  20ih  May,  1505;  Lafayette 
20lh  May,  1834. 

It  appears,  from  the  American  Republican,  that  the 
name  of  the  wliite  man  in  Chester  county,  who  advertis- 
ed a short  time  ago  for  a black  wife,  is  Isaac  Sheen,  of 
Uwcland  township.  He  is  an  Englishman  by  birth — a 
stocking  weaver  by  trade;  has  never  been  naturalized, 
and  has  been  heard  to  say  he  never  would  be. 

A public  dinner  was  given  to  col.  David  Crockett,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  his  way  home. 

The  Hagerstown  “Mail”  states  that  hail  stones  of  an 
unusually  large  size  fell  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bakers- 
vilie,  Washington  county,  Md.  on  the  2lst  ult.  many  of 
them  were  8,  10  and  12  inches  in  circumference,  w'eigh- 
ing  from  one  quarter  to  a pound.  The  injury  to  the  corn 
is  but  trifling  as  but  few  stones  fell. 

The  cotton,  corn,  rice  and  cane  crops  in  Georgia  pro- 
mise well. 

Madame  Darusmont,  formeidy  Miss  Frances  Wright, 
is  delivering  lectures  on  education  in  London. 

The  ship  American,  capt.  Matthews,  from  Apalachi- 
cola, bound  to  New  York,  in  going  over  the  bar  on  the 
5th  July,  with  a full  cargo  of  cotton,  was  discovered  to 
be  on  fire  in  the  hold,  and  was  run  on  shore,  where  she 
burnt  to  the  water’s  edge.  Nothing  saved  but  the  bag- 
gage. 

The  legislature  of  Newfoundland  recently  closed  its 
session,  and  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  treasury,  omitted 
to  pay  the  rent  of  the  house  in  which  they  sat.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  omission,  their  landlady,  a Mrs.  Mary 
Travers,  has  sued  out  a distraint  to  satisfy  her  demands. 
The  following  is  the  advertisement  offering  the  goods  for 
sale: 

^Auction — On  Friday  night  at  12  o’clock,  if  not  previously  re- 
deemed, at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Travers,  the  un- 
dermentioned articles,  taken  by  distress  for  rent  due  from  the 
legislative  assembly  of  Newfoundland,  to  the  subscriber  viz: 

1 large  desk,  containing  8 drawer.s,  filled  with  a variety  of 
books,  papers,  and  port  folio — the  speaker’s  chair,  stuffed  and 
elegantly  covered  with  blue  morocco,  and  with  brass— 1 large 
chair,  stuffed,  superbly  covered,  and  well  and  substantially 
built,  used  by  the  usher  of  the  black  rod— A cocked  hat,  of  su- 
perior quality,  but  now  a little  shabby,  worn  by  the  sergeant  at- 
arnjs— the  reporter’s  desk— 2 large  stoves,  with  funnelling  to 
suit,  and  six  covered  forms— with  a variety  of  other  articles  too 
tedious  to  mention — all  very  valuable. 

Terms  made  known  at  the  time  of  sale. 

Mary  Travers. 

James  Clift,  auctioneer. 

Mexico  is  more  and  more  disturbed,  and  several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  are  being  shipped  to  the  United 
States,  for  satety.  Santa  Anna  was  carrying  on  a civil 
war,  for  the  sake  of  “region,”  and  the  priests  are  said 
to  supply  him  with  much  money,  hoping  to  repay  them- 
selves anon.' 

Rules  of  evidence.  We  meet  with  the  following 
statement  of  a case  which,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
rule,  we  think  involves  cases  of  much  delicacy — and 
especially  with  regard  to  the  clergymen  of  the  most  nu- 
merous Christian  sect  in  the  world,  before  whom  con- 
fessions, (made  in  a perfect  assurance  that  the  facts  stated 
will  not  be  revealed),  oftentimes  lead  to  a redress  of 


wrongs  committed.  But  we  do  not  intend  to  make  an 
argument  on  the  subject,  or  reason  on  the  right  of  cler- 
gymen to  an  exemption  from  the  operation  of  those  law  s 
which  govern  other  men. 

In  the  course  of  the  examirmtion  before  the  grand  jury  at 
Boston,  in  relation  to  the  late  duel,  two  clergymen.  Dr.  Chan- 
ning  and  Mr.  Gannett,  were  summoned  to  testify.  They  both 
declined  answering,  on  the  ground  tliat  their  knowledge  was 
obtained  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  that  communications 
made  by  a parishioner  to  his  spiritual  guide  are  sacred,  and 
ought  not  to  be  disclosed.  On  a report  of  this  refusal,  they  were 
summoned  before  the  municipal  court,  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judge  in  the  case.  Dr.  Channing  waived  his  objection,  consi- 
dering, uiion  further  reflection,  that  what  had  been  told  to  him 
was  more  as  a per^onul  friend  than  as  a spiritual  adviser,  and 
that  he  could  not,  therefore,  as  a citizen,  withhold  it.  Mr.  Gan- 
nett adhered  to  his  view,  but  only  prayed  the  court  to  excuse 
him,  under  the  circumstances,  from  testifying.  The  judge  in- 
formed him  that  the  law  makes  no  distinction  of  persons,  and 
that  clergymen  have  no  right,  as  such,  to  an  exemption  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  evidence.  Mr.  Gannett  acquiesced. 

U.  S.  COURTS  or  LAW.  The  Newburyport  Herald  says — The 
New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  complains  of  the  monstrous 
expenses  attending  suits  at  law  in  the  United  States  courts. 
Well  it  may.  We  have  a short  story  in  point: 

Recently  two  fishing  craft  were  condemned  and  sold  in  this 
distiict,  but  under  no  peculiar  circumstances  of  expense.  The 
gro.ss  proceeds,  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel,  were  $106; 
the  expenses  attending  the  condemnation  and  sale,  t/irce  kun- 
dred  and  thirty  eigkUI 

We  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  circumstances  such  as  those 
above  detailed,  are  of  no  uncommon  occurrence,  and  require 
the  intervention  of  congress  to  correct  oppressive  exactions 
which  only  go  to  swell  the  gains  of  the  rewarded.  The  emolu- 
ments of  some  of  the  official  appendages  of  the  courts  and  the 
custom  houses  are  almost  incredible,  whilst,  we  are  well  aware, 
there  are  in  some  districts  officers  of  both  descriptions  wMio  are 
but  meanly  compensated.  It  is  said,  that  in  some  of  the  dis- 
tricts the  office  of  United  States  attorney  for  the  district,  brings 
in  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  a year,  being  four 
times  the  annual  salary  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  either  of  the  heads  of  department.  If  it  be  so,  the  case  in- 
volves both  oppression  and  corruption,  and  requires  reforma- 
tion. Be  it  so  or  not,  the  excessive  costs  of  suits  by  the  United 
States,  are  among  the  abuses  which  require  investigation  at  the 
hands  of  congress.  [Nat.  Inf. 

Surveys  for  internal  improvements.  When  the  appro- 
priation for  this  purpose  was  under  discussion  in  the  house  of 
representatives,  the  following  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  J.  Q. 
Adams: 

“Congress  has  long  continued  to  make  appropriations  of 
large  amounts  of  money  for  works  which  were  proper,  and 
highly  useful  in  themselves,  and  which  were  within  its  compe- 
tency as  works  of  a national  character.  A portion  of  the  coun- 
try had  been  examined  with  a view  to  such  objects.  But  was 
there  a single  locality,  ten  miles  square,  in  our  whole  domain, 
which  was  not  susceptible  of  some  improvement  How  was 
this  to  be  known  but  from  surveys.^  Those  who  considered 
this  as  an  improper  appropriation,  ought  to  resist  the  annual 
bill  which  was  introduced  into  the  house  for  works  of  internal 
improvement;  in  which  works,  he  thanked  God,  that  the  nation 
still  spetit  millions  every  year,  in  spite  of  all  theories.  Was  it 
not  a sacred  duly  to  apply  the  wealth  and  means  of  the  coun- 
try in  rendering  this  country  a more  fit  residence  for  bur  poste- 
rity? Every  dollar  thus  expended  was  a debt  laid  upon  poste- 
rity, and  would  be  by  them  duly  appreciated.  Had  not  the  God 
of  Heaven  given  us  our  country  to  be  improved,  and  what  was 
the  tendency  of  the  contrary  system?  It  led  us  back  to  the  sa- 
vage state!  It  brought  back  our  population  to  the  state  of  the 
hunter.  He  it  was  that  was  the  greatest  adversary  of  internal 
improvements.” 

Madawaska.  From  the  Boston  Courier.  7’he  people  living 
in  the  disputed  territory,  are,  it  appears  in  rather  a singular  po- 
sition, belonging  to  no  nation  and  yet  claimed  by  two.  Under 
such  circumstances  they  had  better  “take  the  responsibility” 
of  setting  up  for  themselves,  or  remove  themselves  and  their 
deposites  to  some  other  place.  The  following  is  from  the  Ken- 
nebec Journal. 

Madawaska.  We  learn  that  the  inhabitants  of  Madawaska 
h.ave  been  taxed  by  the  British  government,  and  the  tax  has 
been  collected  with  much  rigor,  that  the  British  hold  undisturb- 
ed possession  and  have  built  a court  house;  that  the  inhabitants 
are  suffering  much  from  want,  their  crops  having  been  scanty 
the  last  season.  As  the  town  had  been  incorporated  by  the  legis- 
lature of  Maine,  and  the  inhabitants  assured  of  the  protection  of 
the  United  States,  they  prepared  a memorial  to  our  government 
asking  assistance  and  protection,  which  was  signed  by  a number, 
but  subsequently  seized  and  destroyed  by  the  British  authori- 
ties. They  have,  however,  sent  on  a delegate  to  see  governor 
Dunlap,  and  ask  the  assistance  of  the  state.  This  delegate  we 
learn  has  been  to  Brunswick,  where  the, governor  now  is,  and 
obtained  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for  a small  sum  of  money. 
I’he  authority  of  the  governor  to  do  this  may  be  questioned,  but 
w«  are  not  inclined  to  urge  that  point  in  this  case.  We  have 
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not  9«€n  the  delegate,  but  gather  the  foregoing  statement  from 
(hose  who  conversed  with'  him.  We  vveree  told  many  years 
ago  that  if  gen.  Jackson  could  be  elected  president  we  should 
soon  have  our  territory  secured;  but  instead  of  this  we  first  find 
him  requesting  the  governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  pardon  and 
release  from  prison,  upon  condition  of  not  repeating  the  ojf'ence 
againsf  his  British  majesty,  certain  persons  ol  Madawaska  who 
had  been  guilty  of  the  heinous  crime  of  proceeding  to  incorpo- 
rate the  town  in  pursuance  ol  a special  law  of  the  slate  of  Maine. 
Next  we  find  him  trying  to  gel  the  Dutchman’s  award  accepted; 
and  this  being  slopped  by  the  senate,  we  have  another  decree 
requiring  the  legislature  of  Maine  to  bargain  away  the  territory 
for“an  ample  indemnity”  in  land  or  money,  in  secret  session; 
and  now  we  find  the  British  goveniinent  taxing  the  inhabitants 
and  using  his  lull  autlioiity  as  over  any  pan  of  New  Brunswick; 
while  our  government,  state  and  national,  looks  on  with  ap- 
parent unconcern. 

Barbarism.  There  were  confined,  in  a room  14  by  16  feet 
square,  in  the  jail  in  this  city,  on  one  of  the  hottest  days  of  last 
week,  13  persons  committed  for  the  crime  of  not  being  able  to 
pay  their  debts.  The  whole  number  confined  in  jail  lor  debt, 
on  Friday  last,  was  33.  The  number  imprisoned  for  crime  un- 
der sentence  of  the  law,  or  committed  for  trial  is  28,  all  of 
whom  are  confined  in  eight  small  cells.  The  whole  number 
confined  for  debt  and  crime  is  61,  among  whom  are  lour  colored 
persons.  These  facts  need  no  commentary. 

[Providence  Journal. 

American  presidents.  George  Washington  was  born  22d 
February  1732.  He  lived  at  Mount  Vernon,  Fairfax  county, 
Virginia;  was  elected  president  of  the  United  States  in  1789  at 
the  age  of  57  years,  and  died  December  14th,  1799,  67  years 
of  age. 

John  Adams  was  born  16th  October,  1735.  He  lived  at  Quin- 
cy, Norfolk  county,  Massachusetts;  was  elected  president  of 
the  United  Slates  in  1797,  at  the  age  62;  and  died  July  4th, 
1826,  at  6 o’clock  P.  M.  almost  90  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Jefferson  was  born  in  Chesterfield  county,  2d  April, 
1743.  He  lived  at  Monlicello,  Albemarle  county,  Virginia,  W'as 
elected  president  of  the  United  Stales  in  1801,  at  the  age  of  58 
years,  and  died  on  the  4ih  July,  1826,  at  1 o’clock,  P.  M.  He 
was  85  years  of  age. 

James  Madison  was  born  1756.  He  lived  at  Montpelier, 
Orange  county  Virginia,  was  elected  president  of  the  United 
Stales  in  1809,  at  the  age  of  53  years.  He  still  lives  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health,  at  Montpelier,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

James  Monroe  was  born  1758.  He  lived  in  Loudon  county, 
Virginia,  was  elected  president  of  the  United  Stales  in  1817, 
aged  59.  He  died  in  New  York,  July  4th,  1831,  at  the  age  of  73. 

John  Quincy  Adams  was  born  July  11,  1767.  He  lives  at 
Quincy,  Norfolk  county,  Massachusetts;  was  elected  president 
of  the  United  States,  9th  February,  1825,  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, at  the  age  of  58  years. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  in  1767.  He 
lived  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  was  elected  president  of  the  U. 
Stales  in  1828,  at  the  age  of  61  and  re  elected  1832. 

Boston,  June  25.  Wehelieve  there  were  never  so  many  of  our 
national  vessels  at  any  one  navy  yard,  as  there  are  at  the  present 
moment  at  Charlestown.  Here  are  no  less  than  four  74s,  three 
frigates,  and  two  sloops  of  w’ar.  The  Vermont  and  Virginia  74s, 
together  with  the  Cmnberlaiid  frigate,  under  cover  on  the  stocks; 
the  Columbus  and  Independence  74s,  together  with  the  Boston 
sloop  of  war,  under  cover  at  the  wharf  or  in  the  stream;  the 
Potomac  frigate,  recently  arrived,  dismantling  and  about  to  be 
taken  into  dock;  Old  Ironsides,  just  out  of  dock,  rebuilt  and  re- 
fitting; and  the  Erie  sloop  of  war,  captain  Percival,  preparing 
for  a cruise,  and  nearly  ready  for  sea,  in  the  stream.  The  three 
vessels  have  been  upon  the  stocks  from  eight  and  ten  to  a 
dozen  years,  one  of  them  perhaps  longer;  are  in  excellent  pre- 
servation, and  might  all,  probably,  in  case  of  need,  be  launched 
in  sixty  or  ninety  days.  The  74s  are  pierced  for  102  guns.  The 
Potomac  and  Cumberland  frigates  for 62,  and  Old  Ironsides  for 
54— this  is  the  only  diflerence  between  them,  arising  from  the 
two  former  having  four  guns  more  on  each  side  in  their  waist; 
neither  of  the  frigates,  however,  in  these  “piping  times  of 
peace,”  carry  more  than  50  guns.  The  Boston  sloop  of  war  is 
of  the  largest  class,  mounting  24  medium  guns.  The  Erie 
mounts  22.  These  nine  vessels  are  pierced  lor,  and  capable  of 
mounting,  upwards  of  600,  guns,  it  being  equal  or  nearly  equal 
to  one  quarter  part  of  our  whole  navy  [ Gazette. 

Statistics.  The  army  of  the  United  States,  as  now  consti- 
tuted, consists  of  dragoons  363;  artillery  1,778;  infantry  3,225; 
unattached  soldiers  and  recruits  678 — total  6,054. 

Militia,  according  to  late  returns,  1,. 346, 116. 

Navy.  Ves.sels  in  commission,  1 ship  of  the  line,  3 frigates, 
15  sloops  of  war  and  6 schooners.  In  ordinary  6 ships  of  the 
line,  6 frigates.  At  the  different  depots,  have  been  delivered 
frames  of  live  oak  for  four  ships  of  the  line,  7 frigates  and  4 
sloops.  Contracts  have  been  made  for  the  frames  of  1 ship  of 
the  line  and  1 sloop  of  war. 

Valley  Forge.  We  took  a glance,  a few  days  since,  at 
V alley  Forge.  It  is  an  interesting  spot.  What  with  the  re- 
raa  ins  of  the  ancient  fortification  on  the  hill  top— the  charming 
vie  w,  from  that  elevation,  of  the  smooth,  winding  Schuylkill— 


the  neat  farm  hou.ses— the  fields  ripening  to  the  harvest — the 
towering  hills  rising  in  the  distance,  and  the  little  village  with 
its  factories  just  at  hand  below— all  combine  to  afford  one  of 
the  richest  landscapes  in  our  piciuresi|ue  country. 

But  the  factories.  Alas!  the  stillness  of  death  reigns  there. 
The  Hiiirinuring  of  the  water  as  it  runs  to  waste  over  the  dam, 
is  all  that  remains  to  greet  the  ear,  which  wa.s  formerly  almost 
etunneil  by  the  clang  of  (he  forge  hammer—  the  rattling  of  looms 
— the  whiz  of  ten  thou.-.and  spindles,  and  the  whistle  and  song 
of  the  ariisan  as  he  plied  his  daily  task,  'i’he  factories  aie  all 
stopped — the  hands  are  dispersed;  and  have  been  compelled  to 
wander  to  and  fro,  to  find  work,  or  to  beg,  or  steal,  to  support 
existence. 

This  derangement  of  business,  even  if  speedily  resumed,  is 
attended  with  very  serious  loss,  both  to  the  employer  and  the 
ernjiloyed — besides  the  gloom  and  anxiety  consequent  upon  the 
breaking  up  and  dispersion  of  large  families  of  poor  operatives. 
But  there  is  no  prospect  that  busines.s  will  be  speedily  resumed. 
'I’he  contemplation  of  the  future  is  no  less  gloomy  than  th« 
present. 

Such  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  the  mad  “experiment.” 

[ W ett  Chester  Whig. 

Social  intercourse.  We  should  make  it  a principle  to  ex- 
tend the  hand  of  fellowship  to  every  man  who  discharges  faith- 
fully his  duties  and  maintains  good  order — who  manifests  a 
deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  general  society— whose  deport- 
ment is  upright,  and  whose  mind  is  intelligent,  without  stop- 
ping to  ascertain  whether  he  swings  a hammer  or  draws  a 
thread.  There  is  nothing  so  distant  from  all  natural  rule  and 
natural  claim  as  the  reluctant,  the  backward  sympathy— the 
forced  smile— the  checked  conversation— the  hesitating  com- 
pliance—the  well-off’  are  loo  apt  to  manifest  to  those  a little 
down;  with  whom,  in  comparison  of  intellect  and  principles  of 
virtue,  they  frequently  sink  into  insignificance. 

[Daniel  Webster. 

A Baltimore  clipper.  The  most  remarkable  in.«tance  of 
rapid  sailing  recorded,  is  probably  the  case  of  the  brig  John  Gil- 
pin, of  Baltimore,  a thorough  clipper  of  course,  w hich  vessel 
left  Baliimoie  about  two  years  since,  anrl  arrived  in  Batavia 
after  a passage  of  82  days— proceeded  from  thence  to  Canton  in 
11  days — from  Canton  to  Manilla  in  5 days— from  Manilla 
through  the  straits  of  Suada,  round  south  of  New  Holland,  to 
latitude  48  or  50  degrees  to  Valparaiso,  in  85  days — and  from 
Valparaiso  to  Lima,  in  6 days  and  17  hours — making  an  aggre- 
gate distance  of  34,920  miles  in  189  days  17  hours — averaging  a 
fraction  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  three  miles  per  day. 
We  have  the  above  from  an  authentic  source  and  incredible  aa 


it  may  appear,  it  may  be  relied  on  as  correct.  [BosL  Jour. 

Canada.  Number  of  emigrants  arrived  since  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  this  year  to  the  11th  July,  at  noon: — 

From  England 4,869 

“ Ireland 15,213 

“ Scotland 1,771 

“ Lowei  Ports '214 

Total,  22,067 

Number  arrived  to  eorresponding  date  last  year 13,594 

Excess,  8,473 


Population  of  Great  Britain.  There  has  just  been  print- 
ed in  two  volumes  folio,  an  “Enumeration  Abstract”  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Great  Britain  for  1831,  made  from  the  returns  and 
answers  forwarded  from  each  parish  in  England  and  Scotland, 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  parliament. 

Population  of  England  and  Wales,  from  the  year  1700  to  the 
year  18.30,  including  the  army  and  navy,  and  merchant  seamen. 
1700—5,134,516  1750—6,039,648  1800—  9,187,176 

1770—7,227.586  

1780— 7,814',827 
1790—8,540,738 


1810— 10,407 /).56 
1820-11,957,.565 
1830-13,840,851 


1710—5,066.337 
1 720-5, 34.5;.351 
1730-5,687,993 
1740—5,829,705 
The  population  of  Ireland  amounted  to  7,767,401. 

The  increase  of  Great  Britain  since  1801,  has  always  been 
about  one  and  a half  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  comparative  proportion  of  families  stands  as  follows  in 


.................. 

JigricvUure. 

Trade,  4'c. 

Others. 

Total. 

f 1811— .35 

44 

21 

100 

Great  Britain  < 1821 — 33 

46 

31 

100 

i 1831—28 

42 

30 

100 

Thus  trade  and  manufactures  appear  to  have  somew'hat  in 

creased  between  1811  and  1821,  agriculture  to  have  somewhat 
declined;  but  between  1821  and  1831,  the  proportion  of  families 
employed  in  trade  receded  from  46  to  42  per  cent,  and  the  agri- 
cultural population  from  33  to  28  per  cent.  “ 

Summary  of  Great  Britain. 

1801  1811  1821  1831 
8,331,434  9,551,888  11,261,437  13,191  005 

611,788  717,438  806’,189 

1,805,.588  2,093,4.56  2,365  114 

640,.530  319,300  277*017 


England, 
Wales, 
Scotland, 
Army,  navy, 


541, .546 
1,. 599 ,06 1 


470, .598 
10,142,648  12,609,864 


14,391,631  16, .539, 318 
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Natz-gxal  debt  op  Great  Britain.  Tlie  natiormi  delit  of 
Great  Britain  in  March,  1834,  ainonntcd  to  seven  linndred  and 
seventy-nine  millions,  five  linndied  and  sixty-five  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  sterling — which  sum  in 
Spanish  dollars  anionnls  to  three,  thousand,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four  millions,  seven  hundred  and  thirtj'-six  thousand, 
seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 


Funded  debt, .-.£751,658,883 

Unfunded  debt, 27,906,900 


£779,-565,783 

Charges  on  funded  debt, 27,782,1 16 

Charges  on  unfunded  debt, 779,769 


£808,127,668 

The  decrease  in  the  debt  between  the  years  1815  and  1834, 
amounts  to  sixty-four  millions,  six  hundred  and  fifty  three  thou- 
sand, and  fifty-seven  pounds  sterling. 

The  Baltimore  American  observes. — The  taxation  of  Great 
Britain  for  1833,  we  have  not  seen  stated,  but  for  1832, — of 
which  official  accounts  have  been  published,— it  amounted  to 
£5l,50^,91'2— about  two  hu7idred  and  seuenteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

According  to  the  average  prices  of  wheat  and  gold  for  that 
rear,  the  equivalent  for  this  amount  of  taxation,  in  those  me- 
■dia,  was  13,227,580  ounces  of  gold,  or  17,558,492  quarters  of 

whe.at. 

A comparison  of  these  several  values  with  their  correspond- 
ing items  in  the  years  of  higher  nominal  taxation — during  the 
wars  with  Napoleon — will  furnish  some  data  for  interesting 
speculation  to  political  economists  It  will  be  shown  that  when 
the  money  rate  of  taxation  was  at  the  highest,  the  equivalents 
in  gold  and  wheat  did  not  increase  in  proportion,  but  some- 
times were  actually  less  than  at  the  present  time  of  peace. — In 
the  great  war  year  of  1812,  the  annual  taxation  was  nominally 
£71,056,590 — nearly  a hundred  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
during  the  year  1832.  The  equivalont.s  in  gold  were  12,343,941 
ounces,  and  in  quarters  of  wheat  11,585,297,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  only  126,000  ounces  of  gold  for  £20,000,000  sterling, 
and  an  actual  decrease  of  nearly  six  millions  of  quarters  of 
wheat. 

These  items  are  worthy  of  study  as  parts  of  the  history  of 
the  all  absorbing  question  of  the  currency. 

Spain.  At  Madrid  affair.*?  were  by  no  means  tranquil.  The 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  are  indignant  at  the  queen  for  hav- 
ing sent  an  army  into  Portugal.  The  cortes  is  to  assemble  on 
the  24th  of  July.  The  Carlists  continue  engaged  in  hostilities 
to  the  government.  Zumalacaraguy,  their  general,  is  repre- 
#ented  as  a man  of  ferocious  temper.  Colonel  O’Onimel,  the 
son  of  the  count  D’Abisnal,  having  fallen  info  his  hands,  (he 
following  i.s  given  as  the  dialogue  which  occurred  between  him 
and  the  Carlist  general’s  aiil  de  camp,  before  his  execution: 

"Aid  de  camp:  My  generjil  desires  me  to  offer  yon  not  only 
quarter,  but  a continuation  of  your  present  rank  with  a certain 
command,  if  you  will  swear  fidelity  to  the  king,  Don  Carlos  V. 

“O’Donnel:  I cannot  be  a traitor  to  my  honor,  I have  sworn 
fidelity  to  the  queen,  a.s  well  as  to  the  nation  represented  by  the 
cortes.  I have  no  other  sovereign  than  those. 

"Aid  decamp:  Reflect  well  on  what  you  say,  colonel — the 
death  of  an  officer  like  yourself  will  be  pitiful. 

"O’Donnel:  To  die  for  my  country,  is  to  die  for  immortality. 

"Aid  de  camp:  And  what  shall  I say  to  my  general.’ 

"O’Donnel:  That  I will  give  a certain  sum  of  money  for  my 
release,  but  if  that  release  is  to  be  effected  at  the  cost  of  a per- 
jured oath,  I would  rather  die  a thousand  times  than  take  it. 

"In  consequence  of  this  obstinacy,  O’Donnel  was  ordered  to 
be  shot.  He  marched  with  calmness  and  serenity  to  the  ground, 
exhorting  the  soldiers  who  were  to  suffer  death  with  him  to  bear 
their  fate  like  men,  and  exclaimed  at  the  moment  the  word 
‘fire’  was  given— ‘We  die  in  defence  of  the  queen  and  the  rights 
of  the  nation.’  ” 

Poland  under  Russia.  The  following  passage  from  a work 
entitled  "Poland  under  the  dominion  of  Russia,’’  written  by  a 
German  in  the  Russo-Polish  service  at  Warsaw,  and  lately  re- 
printed here  with  notes  and  introductory  matter  by  J.  S.  Szy- 
manski,  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  the  cruel  tyranny 
against  which  the  Poles  revolted.  It  maybe  added  that  the 
interesting  work  above  mentioned  contains  many  other  scarce- 
ly less  atrocious  examples  of  the  barbarity  of  the  monster,  in 
whose  hands  the  absolute  power  was  left  in  defiance  of  the  most 
solemn  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  government. 

The  officers  as  well  as  sub-officers  of  the  Russian  horse  guards 
are  subjected  to  the  most  rigorous  discipline,  and  are  requested 
to  execute  on  horseback,  all  the  manoeuvres  of  a theatrical 
equestrian. 

One  day  an  officer  of  the  lancer  guard  was  going  through  his 
exercise  before  the  grand  duke.  He  had  performed  all  the  usual 
evolutions  in  the  most  satisfactory  way,  until  at  full  gallop  he 
was  suddenly  ordered  to  turn — his  horse  proved  restive  and  re- 
fused to  obey  either  bridle  or  spur. 

The  command  was  repeated  in  a thundering  voice,  and  the 
officer  renewed  his  efforts  to  make  the  horse  obey  it;  but  with- 
out effect,  for  the  fiery  animal  continued  to  prance  about  in  de- 
fiance of  his  rider,  who  was  nevertheless  an  excellent  horse- 
man. 


The  rage  of  the  grand  duke  had  vented  itself  in  furious  impre- 
cations, and  all  present  trembled  for  the  consequences.  Halt, 
he  exclaimed,  and  ordered  a pyramid  of  twelve  muskets  with 
fixed  bayonets,  tr»  he  erected.  'J’he  order  was  instantly  obeyed. 

The  officer,  who  had  by  this  time  snbdnerl  the  restiveness  of 
his  horse,  was  onlered  to  leap  the  pyramid — and  the  spirited 
horse  bore  his  rider  safely  over  it. 

Without  an  interval  of  delay,  the  officer  was  commanded  to 
repeat  the  fearful  leap,  an<I  to  the  amazement  of  all  present,  the 
noble  horse  and  his  brave  rider  stood  in  safety  on  the  other  side 
of  the  pyramid. 

The  grand  duke,  exasperated  at  finding  himself  thus  thwarted 
in  his  barbarous  (uirpose,  repealed  the  order  for  a third  time. 
A general,  who  happened  to  he  present,  now  stepped  forward 
and  iiilcrceded  for  the  pardon  of  the  officer:  observing  that  the 
horse  was  exhausted,  and  that  the  enforcement  of  the  order 
would  be  to  doom  both  horse  and  rider  to  a horrible  death. 

This  humane  remonstrance  was  not  only  disregarded,  but  was 
punished  by  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  general  who  had  thus 
presumed  to  rebel. 

The  word  of  command  was  given,  and  horse  and  rider  for  the 
third  lime  cleared  the  glittering  bayonets. 

Rendered  furious,  by  these  repeated  disappointments,  the 
grand  duke  exclaimed  for  the  fourth  time — "To  the  left  about! 
— forward!”  The  command  was  obeyed,  and  the  fourth  time 
the  horse  leaped  the  pyramid,  and  then  with  his  rider,  dropped 
down  exhausted. 

Tlie  officer  extricated  himself  from  the  saddle,  and  rose  un- 
hurt, hut  the  horse  had  both  his  fore  legs  broken. 

The  countenance  of  the  officer  was  deadly  pale,  his  eyes 
stared  wildly,  and  his  knees  shook  under  him. 

A deadly  silence  prevailed  as  he  advanced  to  the  grand  duke; 
and  laying  his  sword  at  his  highness’  feet,  he  thanked  him,  in  a 
faultering  voice,  for  the  honor  he  enjoyed  in  the  emperor’s  ser- 
vice. 

"I  take  back  your  sword,”  said  the  grand  duke,  "and  are  you 
not  aware  of  what  may  be  the  consequence  of  this  undutiful 
conduct  towards  me.” 

The  officer  w<as  sent  to  the  guard  house.  He  subsequently 
disappeared,  and  no  trace  of  him  could  be  discovered. 

This  scene  took  jilace  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  the  facts  are 
proved  by  the  evidence  of  creditable  eye  witnesses.* 


Sheet  iron  gigs.  These  gigs  are  continuing  to  grow  as  ra- 
pidly numerous  as  they  are  increasing  in  (uiblic  estimation.  A 
very  beautifully  fitted  up  one  was  this  week  finished  by  Messrs. 
Reid  and  Hanna,  and  Messrs.  Walker,  for  the  Paisley  canal. 
Two  others  are  in  a state  of  great  forwardness  for  Dublin;  and 
several  otheis,  for  various  canals,  are  also  in  preparation. 
This  business  of  gig  making  has  extended  to  Johnstone,  also, 
where  there  are  six  or  seven  of  them  getting  forward  for  vari- 
ous canals  both  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  Steam  coaches  will 
find  in  these  gigs  most  powerful  competitors  to  contend  with. 
The  increase  of  trade  on  all  the  canals  on  which  they  have 
been  introduced  is  astonishing.  The  bustle  at  the  basin  here 
and  at  port  Englington  by  the  hourly  departure  is  quite  enliven- 
ing, and  we  understand  the  travelling  by  the  Forth  and  Clyde  ' 
canal  is  increasing  in  a most  astonishing  degree.  Indeed,  from 
the  speed  they  have  attained,  and  the  low  price  charged  to 
Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Alloa,  &c.  no  other  result  could  he  ex- 
pected. [Paisley  Adv. 

The  earth.  In  a recent  and  able  memoir  on  the  thermome- 
trical  state  of  the  globe,  M . Arago  maintains  these  propositions. 
1st.  The  earth  was  at  one  time  fluid.  2d,  The  cause  of  that 
fluidity  was  fire.  3d.  At  the  origin  of  all  things,  the  earth  was 
probably  Incandescent,  and  even  now  contains  a large  portion 
of  its  primitive  heat.  4th.  In  tw'o  thousand  years,  the  general 
temperature  of  the  mass  of  the  earth  has  not  cooled  the  tenth 
part  of  a degree,  and  the  demonstration  of  this  proposition  is 
derived  from  the  orbit  of  the  moon.  Arago  contends  that  the 
surface  of  the  globe  has  cooled  down  to  such  an  extent  aa 
scarcely  to  preserve  a trace  of  its  primitive  temperature,  though 
it  is  true  that,  at  certain  depths,  the  original  heat  is  still  prodi- 
gious. At  the  surface  all  the  changes  are  reduced  to  almost 
the  one-thirtielh  part  of  a degree.  Nat.  Gaz, 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  23rd  and  Liverpool  to  the  24th  June, 
both  inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND'IRELAND. 

It  is  evident,  as  we  have  stated  before,  that  a deep  determi- 
nation exists  on  the  part  of  a very  large  and  influential  party  in 
England  to  reduce  the  revenues  of  the  church  of  England,  and 
not  a few  disposed  to  sever  the  connection  between  church  and 


*An  anecdote  within  our  knowledge  will  exemplify  this. 
Constantine  one  day  on  parade,  for  some  freak  of  fancy,  order- 
ed a cavalry  officer  to  advance  in  full  charge  upon  the  spot 
where  he  himself  was  standing;  the  officer  obeyed,  and  putting 
spurs  to  his  horse,  galloped  full  upon  the  grand  duke,  and  drew 
up  his  horse  only  a yard  from  his  person;  "Why  do  you  stop 
without  my  orders!”  thundered  out  the  duke;  "I  arrest  you  for 
disobedience;  away  with  him  to  the  guard  house!”  A week’s 
imprisonment  was  the  man’s  reward  for  having  restrained  from 
trampling  this  reptile  under  his  horse’s  feet. 
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Plale.  Earl  Grey,  it  is  tru«!,  is  pledged  to  sustain  it,  and  will 
doubtless  do  so  as  long  as  lie  can;  but  ever  since  the  repeal  of 
the  test  oath  in  18-28,  the  tories  have  been  growing  weaker, 
whilst  on  the  other  hand  every  succeeding  day  has  added  new 
strength  to  the  liberal  party. 

A bill  had  passed  parliament  by  a majority  of  174,  to  autho- 
rise dissenters  to  receive  university  honors. 

Don  Carlos,  his  family  and  suite  who  arrived  on  the  18th 
June  and  landed  at  Portsmouth  in  a yacht,  which  liad  beeti  des- 
patched from  his  majesty’s  ship  the  Donegal,  to  receive  him. 
And  earl  Grey  had  intimated  the  intention  of  government  to  re- 
ceive and  treat  him  while  he  remained  there  as  a prince  of  the 
blood  of  Spain. 

A public  dinner  was  to  have  been  given  to  the  patriot  general 
Mina,  in  London,  on  the  2oth  June,  in  anticipation  of  his  return 
to  Spain,  where  it  is  understood  he  will  occupy  an  important 
post  under  government.  Joseph  Bonaparte  had  reiiuested  that 
his  name  might  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  subject. 

The  John  Bull  severely  censures  lord  Palmerston  lor  recog- 
nising the  American  charge  des  affaires,  in  place  of  a minister 
plenipotentiary.  It  views  the  reception  of  an  inferior  grade  to 
that  of  their  minister  in  this  country  as  an  indignity,  and  con- 
cludes, it  is  thus  that  the  “empire  is  to  go  to  rack  and  rum.” 

A tremendous  hail  storm  had  passed' over  Brighton  and  its 
vicinity;  upwards  of  700  panes  of  glass  were  demolished  in  the 
king’s  palace  and  500  in  the  stables.  The  damage  to  glass  in 
the  dome  alone  was  estimated  at  from  3 to  £4,000. 

Charles  X it  is  said  has  sent  to  Don  Carlos  a check  on  a 
London  banker  for  a million  of  francs,  (£40,000). 

Mr.  Spring  Rice,  the  new  colonial  secretary,  having,  of 
course,  resigned  his  seat  in  parliament  on  coming  into  the  mi- 
nistry, has  been  returned  again  from  Cambridge;  but  by  a very 
small  majority,  although  every  effort  was  made  by  the  friends 
of  the  ministry  and  his  success  was  considered  of  vital  impor 
tance  to  them.  The  present  position  of  ministers  is  consider- 
ed weak,  and  the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  office,  the  unwil- 
lingness of  others  to  lake  their  places. 

Considerable  business  had  been  done  in  cloths,  but  at  losing 
prices. 

The  cholera  has  made  its  appearance  in  Dublin  and  its  vici- 
nity, the  neighborhood  of  Kingston  and  Black  Rock,  Ireland. 

The  total  number  of  persons  who  have  emigrated  from  the 
north  of  Ireland,  at  Londonderry,  this  season,  to  America,  is 
6,054,  and  it  was  supposed  that  a thousand  more  would  be  ad- 
ded to  that  number  during  the  season. 

A very  interesting  despatch  had  been  received  from  captain 
Back,  of  the  arctic  land  expedition,  dated  at  Fort  Reliance, 
Eitiiated  in  latitude  62  deg.  48  min.  1.5  sec.  X.  and  longitude  109 
deg.  10  min.  \V.;  the  variation  of  the  needle  being  25  deg.  41 
min.  E.;  at  which  place  he  had  fi.xed  his  winter  quarters. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  in  Paris  were  going  on  and  hopes  w’ere  enter- 
tained that  M.  Lafitte,  Salverte,  Chardel,  Barrel  and  other  liber- 
als would  be  returned  to  the  chambers. 

The  Moniteur  contained  a royal  ordinance,  by  which  30,000 
men  are  called  into  active  service,  as  authorised  by  the  law  of 
May  last. 

M.  St.  Jlmand,  editor  of  the  Progressif  de  V^iibe,  had  been 
condemned  to  three  months  imprisonment  and  a fine  of  2,000 
francs,  for  an  article  instigating  the  people  to  overthrow  and 
change  the  government. 

SPAIN. 

Considerable  alarm  prevailed  at  Madrid  on  the  llth  June,  in 
consequence  of  the  supposed  near  approach  of  the  cholera,  and 
the  court  and  the  ministers  were  flocking  in  from  Aranjuez,  as 
it  is  intended  to  include  that  site  within  the  line  beyond  which 
communication  with  the  capital  is  to  be  suspended.  , 

A Mr.  Delaval  has  been  appointed  Spanish  charge  d’afi'aires 
to  the  emperor  of  Brazil. 

The  Russian  ambassador  was  about  to  quit  Madrid  to  return 
to  his  sovereign;  so  that  after  his  departure  neither  of  the  three 
northern  powers  will  be  represented  at  the  court  of  Madrid. 

Baron  Rothschild  had  advanced  20  millions  of  francs  as  a 
loan  to  the  Spanish  government,  and  he  was  to  be  honored 
with  the  title  of  royal  banker  to  the  queen  of  Spain. 

PORTUGAL. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  between  the  commanders  of  the 
Pedroite  and  Miguel  forces,  requiring  that  Don  Miguel  should 
send  to  the  head  quarters  of  Don  Pedro,  a declaration  that  he 
would  never  interfere  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  public  af- 
frrs  of  Portugal  and  its  dominions,  and  also  the  name  of  a per- 
son (or  persons)  charged  to  deliver  up  the  jewels  of  the  crown 
and  valuables  belonging  to  the  public  treasury,  or  of  private 

Kersons  and  corporations,  which  were  in  the  possession  of  Don 
liguel,  the  following  notes  were  received  in  reply: 

To  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  above  marshals,  the  duke  of 
Terceira  and  Conde  de  Saldanha,  in  the  name  of  the  govern- 
ment I declare  that  I will  never  interfere,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  the  political  affairs  of  these  kingdoms  and  their  dominions. 

MIGUEL. 

Palace  of  Evora,  May  29. 

Confiding  in  the  zeal,  ability  and  good  services  of  Jose  Luiz 
de  Rocha,  I appoint  him  procurator  of  my  household  and  of  all 
my  personal  property,  giving  him  the  most  ample  powers,  and 
ordering  to  separate  from  the  jew'els  belonging  to  it  those  which 
appertain  to  the  crown  of  these  kingdoms,  that  they  may  be  de- 
livered up  as  has  been  determined.  MIGUEL. 

Evora,  May  27. 


1'he  amnesty  granted  by  the  government,  which  we  published 
in  page  351,  produced  a very  disagreeable  sensation  among  the 
unthinking  part  of  the  community,  which  was  fed  in  a variety 
of  ways  by  a few  disappointed  placemen,  who  tliought  it  was  a 
capital  opportunity  to  oust  the  present  ministry  and  get  into 
their  places.  It  is  but  too  true,  however,  that  about  32  deluded 
beings,  seduced  by  four  individuals,  attempted  to  disturb  the 
harmony  and  unanimous  patriotic  feeling  which  prevailed  at 
the  opera  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  when  the  queen,  the  re- 
gent, and  the  duchess  of  Bragariza  had  gone  in  slate  to  the  royal 
box,  by  cryina  out  “Death  to  Don  Miguel — death  to  the  usurp- 
er!” upon  which  Don  Pedro  got  up  and  addressed  the  audience 
to  the  following  effect:  “Gentlemen,  it  is  not  right  that  the  quiat 
enjoyment  of  this  respectable  assemblage  should  be  disturbed 
by  such  a rabble,  to  whom  I say,  respect  the  laws,  or  they  will 
make  you  respect  them;”  at  the  conclusion  of  this  the  whole 
house  cried  out,  amidst  the  wavings  of  handkerchiefs,  “Long 
live  the  emperor,”  “Long  live  the  liberator  of  the  country!” 
The  performance  went  on,  and  the  house  was  perfectly  quiet, 
but  when  the  royal  family  got  into  their  carriage,  about  24  out 
of  the  32  rioters  cried  out  as  it  passed  along,  “Death  to  Don  Mi- 
guel,” “No  amnesty,”  “Down  with  the  ministers!” 

During  10  minutes  after  this  time,  M.  Silva  Carvalho,  the  mi- 
nister, kept  walking  up  and  down  the  entrance  hall  of  the  thea- 
tre in  the  midst  of  all  the  people,  and  unattended,  without  any 
one  saying  a single  thing:  he  then  got  into  his  carriage,  and  then 
the  same  number  of  about  23  or  24  went  after  him  crying  “Death 
to  Silva  Carvalho!”  upon  which  he  immediately  ordered  his 
driver  to  stop,  and  addressed  them  thus — “I  am  Jose  da  Silv  a 
Carvalho,  what  do  you  want  of  me — speak  out!”  but  the  fellows 
were  so  overawed  by  it,  that  they  all  sneaked  off,  and  he  con- 
tinued to  go  on.  Of  course  nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  tin* 
business,  and  things  continue  as  quiet  as  they  were  heretofore, 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  the  rioters  did  not  find  the  public 
feeling  a«  they  expected. 

Don  Miguel  was  to  have  embarked  at  Sines  on  the  1st  June. 
He  was  accompanied  by  48  individuals,  who  are  said,  for  the 
most  part,  to  be  a set  of  men  who«e  acts  of  cruelty  could  not 
escape  the  popular  fury  if  they  were  to  he  met  in  the  streets. 
These  it  is  supposed  will  he  abandoned  by  Don  Miguel  who  will 
keep  the  sum  allowed  him  by  the  government  for  his  own  use. 

The  following  decree  abolishing  convents,  monasteries,  &c. 
was  promulgated  from  the  royal  palace  on  the  28th  May: 

Art.  1.  All  convents,  monasteries,  colleges,  hospices,  estab- 
lishments whatsoever  of  monks  of  the  regular  orders  in  Portu- 
gal, Algarves,  the  adjacent  islands  and  Portuguese  dominions, 
whatev^  may  be  their  denomination,  institution,  and  rules,  are 
heneeforih  extinguished. 

II.  All  the  estates  of  these  convents,  &c.,  are  incorporated 
with  the  national  domains. 

HI.  The  sacred  utensils  and  ornaments  employed  in  the  di- 
vine service  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  respective  ordina- 
ries, to  he  distributed,  among  the  churches  of  their  dioccsses 
which  have  most  need  of  them. 

IV.  Each  of  the  monks  of  the  suppresed  convents,  &c.  shall 
receive  an  annual  pension  for  his  support,  unless  he  receive  an 
equal  or  greater  income  from  a benefice  or  public  employment. 
The  following  are  excepted: — 

(a)  Those  who  took  up  arms  against  the  legitimate  throne, 
or  against  the  national  liberty. 

(b)  Those  who  ahused  their  ministry,  in  the  confessional  or 
the  pulpit,  in  favor  of  the  usurpation. 

(c)  1'hose  who  accepted  benefices  or  public  ernploymenta 
from  the  government  of  the  usurper. 

(d)  Those  who  denounced  or  directly  persecuted  their  fellow 
citizens  for  their  fidelity  to  the  legitimate  throne  and  the  con- 
stitutional charter. 

(e)  Those  who  accompanied  the  troops  of  the  usurper. 

(f)  Those  who  on  the  re-establishment  of  the  authority  of 
the  queen,  or  since,  in  the  districts  in  which  they  resided, 
abandoned  their  convents,  monasteries,  &c. 

V.  All  law's  and  ordinances  to  the  contrary  are  abolished. 
The  minister  of  ecclesiastical  affairs  and  justice  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  decree. 

Don  PEDRO,  Duke  of  Braganza, 
JOAOUIM  ANTONIO  D’AGUIAR. 
Palace  das  N'ceessidades,  MayHS. 

BELGIUM. 

Jerome  Bonaparte,  who  has  been  for  some  time  past  residing 
at  Brussels,  has  recently  been  officially  given  to  understand 
that  his  residence  in  that  capital  is  no  longer  expedient. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

Sydney  papers  had  been  received  at  London  to  the  8th  Feli- 
ruary.  8,000  persons  had  arrived  at  the  colony  during  the  past 
year,  o w'hich  2, .500  were  free  emigrants.  Uisordi  r and  riot 
continued  among  the  convict  population,  17  of  whom  were 
awaiting  their  trials  for  murder.  The  population  of  the  colony 
was  91,000.  that  of  Sydney  16,000.  Total  revenue  to  the  crow  n 
last  year  £ 164,000. 

STILL  LATER. 

From  London  papers  to  the  HAth  June  and  French  papers  to  the 
'Hath,  inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

A great  meeting  of  the  Protestants*  of  Ireland  was  to  have 
been  held  in  Dublin  in  the  first  week  of  July,  for  the  purposo  of 

*Tlie  word  “Protestant,”  as  used  in  Ireland,  means  only  fh« 
members  of  the  church  of  England. 
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tuking  Ihe  state  of  the  church  into  consideration.  Tl>e  incet- 
Ing,  says  the  notice  calling  it,  “will  be  attended  with  circiim- 
etances  of  such  a character  as  must  insure  the  attendance  of 
gentlemen  of  the  most  remote  provinces  in  the  kingdom;  that 
subjects  will  be  discussed  and  resolutions  adopted,  sentiments 
uttered  and  speakers  present  themselves  calculated  to  insjiire 
hope,”  &c. 

Disturbances  still  continue  in  Ireland.  At  Clonmel  the  Clng- 
heen  carts,  laden  with  flour,  were  a second  time  attacked,  and 
ten  sacks  forcibly  taken  away,  near  the  turnpike  gate,  in  the 
county  of  Waterford.  The  military  and  police  went  imme- 
diately to  the  scene  of  attack,  and  returned  with  the  gate  keep- 
er in  custody,  having  found  a part  of  the  flour  in  the  gale  house. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  had  terminated,  and, so  far  as  results  are  known, 
highly  favorable  to  the  royal  parly.  Of  320  deputies  elected,  270 
«re  in  favor  of  the  reigning  administration. 

The  duchess  of  Berri  has  renounced  the  guardianship  of  her 
children,  on  the  requisition  of  Charles  X. 

Of  the  54,000,000  hectares,  contained  in  the  entire  superfices 
of  France,  14,500,000  ate  sown  with  corn  of  diliercnt  kinds, 
making,  upon  an  average,  one  acre  for  each  inhabitant.  The 
average  produce  of  the  whole  is  167,271,000  hectolitres;  after 
deducting  the  grain  used  for  distilleries,  for  the  fund  of  do- 
mestic animals,  and  what  is  lost  in  being  conveyed  from  one 
place  to  another,  or  destroyed  by  insects,  fermentation  and  other 
accidents,  182  killogrammes  of  alimentary  matter,  equal  to  one 
pound  of  bread  a day,  remains  for  each  inhabitant.  But  as,  in 
this  calculation,  there  are  only  sixty-two  killogrammes  of  wheat, 
it  results  that  France  does  not  grow  a sufficiency  of  this  grain 
for  all  her  inhabitants,  w!io  are  consequently  obliged  to  sujqily 
the  deficiency  with  other  grain. 

The  court  of  peers,  since  its  creation,  has  issued  upwards  of 
400  warrants  of  arrest.  There  have  been  960  arrests  in  Paris 
and  the  Banlieiie,  and  between  1,150  and  1,200  in  Lyons,  since 
the  late  insurrection.  All  the  prisons  of  the  latter  place  are  full. 

A Dantzic  timber  merchant  is  gone  to  Poland,  to  purchase 
large  quantities  of  timber.  Orders  have  been  received  for  2,000 
wooden  houses  to  be  taken  to  pieces  and  embarked  at  Dantzic 
for  Toulon,  and  thence  to  Algiers,  to  be  employed  in  buildim;  a 
new  town  or  suburb.  The  entire  stock  of  zinc  here,  (Berlin), 
even  that  which  has  just  arrived,  has  been  bought  up  at  a high 
price  for  the  Kussian  government. 

ITEMS. 

Mr.  Caldwell,  who  had  undertaken  to  supply  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  with  gas,  has  already  laid  upwards  of  two  miles  of 
pipes.  The  tank  or  gasometer,  now  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, is  said  to  be  a most  extraordinary  work.  It  is  of  cast  iron, 
and  measures  5 feet  in  diameter.  It  will  contain  147,000  gal- 
lons of  water.  It  is  supposed  that  the  manufacture  of  gas  for 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  alone,  will  consume  annually  300,000 
barrels  of  Pittsburgh  coal. 

The  national  debt  of  Great  Britain  amounted,  in  March  of  the 
present  jear,  to £779, 565, 783 — equal  to  3,464,736,702  dollars. 

An  official  list  of  steamboats  on  the  western  waters,  on  the 
1st  January,  1834,  gives  the  whole  number  at  234,  whose  aggre- 
gate amount  of  tonnage  is  equal  to  39,000  tons;  they  have  cost 
three  millions  of  dollars.  The  total  yearly  expense  of  running 
them  is  four  millions  and  a half.  Sixty-six  boats  went  out  of 
service  during  1831,  ’32  and  ’33 — of  these,  15  were  abandoned 
as  unfitjfor  service;  7 were  lost  by  ice;  15  were  burnt;  24  snag- 
ged; and  5 destroyed  by  being  struck  by  other  boats:  thus  51 
were  lost  by  accidents.  The  investment  in  these  boats  is  now 
decidedly  unprofitable;  the  business  is  over-done,  and  though 
of  incalculable  advantage  to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  they 
are  too  often  the  ruin  of  their  owners.  [Moore’s  Price  Current. 

The  Ohio  company  for  importing  cattle,  have  made  some  va- 
luable purchases  in  England,  especially  of  the  Durham  and 
Yorkshire  breeds.  For  one  animal,  150  guineas  was  paid. 

The  Boston  Transcript  says — “We  present  our  readers  with 
an  instructive  table  of  causes  of  fires  for  the  last  five  years: 
Candlesj carelessly  used,  16;  incendiaries,  50;  stoves,  funnels 
and  furnaces,  19;  fire  carelessly  left,  16;  unknown,  &c.  115; 
ashes  in  wooden  vessels,  12;  sparks  from  chimneys  on  wooden 
buildings,  43;  defective  chimneys  and  hearths,  33;  boiling  over 
of  oil,  spirits,  tar,  &c.  17;  spontaneous  combustion,  10;  tinder 

box,  1;  friction  on  machinery,  1;  hot  blower  put  in  closet,  1 

total,  334;  false  alarms,  200.  Whole  number  of  turn  outs  dur- 

fires  out  of  the  city,  68;  loss  in  the 
city  ^417,390,  insured,  117, 588.” 

By  an  official  return,  made  to  the  government  of  Sweden, 
by  commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  170,000  distillers  in  the  kiuadom;  that  the  ardent 
spirit  made  by  them,  amounted  to  45,000,000  of  gallons,  consum- 
ed by  about  3,000,000  of  people,  equal  to  fifteen  gallons  to  each 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  nation.  The  report  states  that 
unless  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  stay  the  evil,  the  nation 
must  be  destroyed. 

Died,  in  Rowan  county,  N.  C.  Mr.  Henry  Sleighter,  a native 
of  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany,  83.  There  were  two  striking  pecu- 
liarities about  him.  He  never  had  but  one  tooth,  and  had  no 
perspiratory  organs.  The  first  deficiency  exempted  him  from 
the  tooth  ache,  and  the  latter  from  frequent  catarrhal  affections. 


But  in  very  warm  weather,  the  inability  to  sweat,  compelled 
him  to  resort  to  fti  queiil  effusions  of  cold  water,  in  order  to  gel 
rid  of  that  heal  which,  in  all  other  men,  is  carried  off  by  perspi- 
ration. 

A company  (says  the  Baltimore  American)  has  been  organiz- 
ed and  is  actively  engaged  in  making  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions to  establish  a paper  manufactory  in  South  Carolina.  The 
stock  had  all  been  sold,  and  an  .agent  appointed  to  purchase,  at 
the  north,  the  necessary  machinery.  The  buildings  were  erect- 
ed immediati  ly,  and  it  is  expected  that  every  thing  will  be  rea- 
dy to  commenee  work  in  the  course  of  five  months. 

The  site  is  about  sixteen  miles  from  Augusta,  in  Edgefield  dis- 
trict (S.  C.)  at  a place  called  Vaucluse,  where  there  is  also  in 
progress  a cotton  manufactory  upon  a lar!>e  scale,  which  will 
soon  be  in  operation.  The  Charleston  and  Hamburgh  rail  road 
passes  near  the  spot,  and  most  of  the  rail  roads  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina, in  progress  or  projected,  point  in  that  direction. 
The  attention  of  the  people  has  recently  been  actively  turned 
towards  developing  the  resources  of  the  country  by  internal  im- 
provements, and  employing  the  valuable  water  power  which  it 
contains,  for  manufacturing  purposes.  They  have  shown  a 
very  laudable  spirit  of  enterprise  and  perseverance  that  deserves 
ample  suceess. 

Some  gentlemen  recently  called  to  see-Mr.  Pew,  of  Glouce-s- 
ler,  Mass,  who  will  be  102  years  of  age  on  the  3d  of  August 
inst,  but  were  disa()pointed,  as  he  was  engaged  in  hoeing  some 
distance  from  home! 

On, the  17ih  June,  the  young  men  of  Ipswich,  (M.a^.)  gave  a 
collation,  at  Treadwell’s  hotel,  to  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the 
revolution,  resident  in  that  town.  The  following  are  the  names 
and  ages  of  those  present,  viz: 

Jahez  Farley  80,  John  How  Boardman,  80,  Abraham  Perkins 
87,  Solomon  Colman  84,  William  Kinsman  81,  Sam’l  Lancaster 
77,  Jeremiah  Ross  79,  Nathaniel  Treadwell  84.  [The  above 
were  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill;  the  following  in  various  other 
battles:]  William  Rutherford  78,  Nathaniel  Heard  70,  Henry 
Russell  76,  Ebenezer  Lord  94,  Benjamin  Glazier  71,  Nathan 
Fellows  91 , major  Woodbury  76,  John  Burnham  79,  William  F. 
Andrews  72,  Lemuel  Pearson  71,  Daniel  Smith  79,  Thomas 
Spiller  78,  iMoses  Caldwell  82.  John  O’Brien  88,  Thomas  Kim- 
ball 73,  Nathaniel  Fuller  74,  Nathaniel  Dutch  82,  Daniel  Ross 
77,  John  Soward  93,  Robert  Lord  84,  Aaron  Lord  76. 

There  being  present  3 over  90  years  old,  9 over  60,  and  the 
youngest  70. 

Besides  the  above,  there  are  six  other  revolutionary  veterans 
in  town,  the  oldest  being  92  years  of  age. 

The  dry  rot  appears  to  have  made  great  ravages  in  the  British 
navy — of  18  frigates  built  in  1814,  the  average  duration  wa.s  but 
three  years.  From  1823  to  1833,  £9,000,000  was  expended  in 
repairing  and  building;  and  the  Benbow,  which  cost  £45,000, 
was  broken  up  in  consequence  of  the  dry  rot,  in  five  years  after 
she  was  Jirst  laid  upon  the  stocks.  She  never  went  to  sea. 
The  rot  does  not  appear  to  have  the  same  effect  in  this  country. 
The  Pennsylvania,  the  largest  vessel  in  the  world,  says  the 
Pennsylvania  Inquirer  and  Courier,  has  been  nearly  ready  to 
launch  at  the  Philadelphia  navy  yard,  for  about  ten  years,  if  we 
remember  right,  and  her  timbers  are  as  sound  at  this  moment, 
as  they  were  at  the  time  they  were  pat  together.  Would  it  not 
be  well  for  the  Engli.sh  government  to  try  a few  KrmA'ee  frigates. 
We  can  furnish  them  at  a moderate  rale,  and  no  doubt  the  ship- 
wrights would  be  willing  to  insure  them  for  teii  or  twenty  years, 
or  so. 

A large  number  of  vessels  continued  to  be  wrecked,  and  a 
vast  amount  of  property  is  lost  on  the  Florida  reafs.  East  Flo- 
rida, might,  perhaps,  be  easily  separated  from  the  main  land,  if 
an  entrance  could  be  made  from  the  gulf  stream  by  a small 
canal — but  what  would  become  of  it.^  Would  it  not  be  dispers- 
ed and  deposited  oti  the  Bahama  batiks.^ 

Very  rich  coal  mines  have  been  discovered  in  Greece;  the 
working  of  them  has  been  commenced.  Two  of  the  beds  of  the 
coal  are  near  cape  Sutiium,  and  the  other  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gastini. 

The  “Washington  Reporter”  says — A copper  coin,  (a  cent), 
was  recently  dug  up  in  a garden  in  this  place  which  bears  a 
curious  relation  to  a part  of  our  American  history.  It  has  on 
one  side  a head  of  George  HI.  and  the  words  “Georgius  III. 
Rex”  around  the  edge.  On  the  opposite  side,  are  represented 
the  coats  of  arms  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Virginia 
quartered,  and  on  the  edge,  are  the  word  and  figures  “Virginia, 
1773.” 

The  following  historical  facts  are  here  distinctly  referred  to. 
During  the  usurpation  of  Cromwell,  the  colony  of  Virginia  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  his  authority  and  declared  itself  indepen- 
dent. Shortly  afler  finding  that  Cromwell  threatened  to  send 
a fleet  and  army  to  reduce  Virginia  In  subjection,  and  fearing 
the  ability  of  this  feeble  state  to  withstand  this  force,  sent  over, 
in  a small  ship,  a messenger  to  Charles  If.  then  an  exile  at 
Breda  in  Flanders.  Charles  accepted  the  invitation  to  come 
over  and  be  king  of  Virginia,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  embarking 
for  Virginia,  when  he  was  recalled  to  the  throne  of  England. 
As  soon  as  he  was  restored  to  the  crown  of  England,  in  gra- 
titude for  the  loyally  of  Virginia,  he  caused  her  coal  of  arms,  to 
be  quartered  with  those  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as 
an  independent  member  of  the  empire.  The  above  coin  is 
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clearly  confirmatory  of  these  facts.  Hence  the  origin  of  the 
plirase  “Old  Dominion”  frequently  applied  to  Virginia.  ^ ^ 

— ©«»«— 

MAGNIFICENT  DONATION. 

It  is  rcinemhered,  no  doubt,  by  our  readers,  that  Mr.  Rich, 
formerly  American  consul  at  Malaga,  and  now  proprietor  of  a 
large  book  establisliiiient  in  London,  was  some  time  since  ap- 
plied to  fur  a list  of  the  principal  public  libraries  in  each  state 
of  the  union.  Tlie  object  was  to  present  to  each,  on  the  part 
of  the  British  government,  a splendid  collection  of  volumes 
from  the  record  commission  at  London.  These  works,  valued 
at  £300,  and  all  in  folio  and  bound,  have  arrived.  We  have 
been  highly  gratified  with  the  inspection  of  those  received  by 
the  New  York  Society  Library,  where  the  public  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  this  literary  cuiiosity  on  applying  to  Mr. 
Fotbes,  the  librarian.  . 

Among  the  works  included  in  this  munificent  donation,  are 
several  very  ancient  records  of  such  extreme  rarity  and  value 
that  they  are  seldom  or  never  met  with  in  circulation,  tliough 
their  titles  and  the  general  nature  of  their  contents  are  familiar 
to  most  persons.  Of  these,  the  most  curious,  perhaps,  is 

1.  The  celebrated  Doomsday  Book,  'u\  4 volumes,  whose  cogno- 
men from  its  singularity  every  person  almost  has  heard  of.  It 
is  the  greatest  survey  of  all  the  estates  and  census  of  all  tlie 
land  holders  of  England  from  feudal  lord  to  collared  vassal,  mi- 
nutely particularizing  the  names  of  each  and  the  inventory  of 
their  property.  It  was  made  by  order  of  William  the  conquer- 
or soon  after  his  arrival,  and  was  intended,  no  doubt,  as  a clas- 
sification of  his  Saxon  and  Norman  subjects,  or  rather  a con- 
firmation of  titles  to  those  whose  estates  were  not  confiscated, 
and  a division  among  his  Norman  followers  of  such  spoils  as  he 
had  plundered.  In  this  remarkable  and  antique  book,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  as  most  of  us  are  of  English  de- 
scent, may  trace  out  the  early  glimmerings  of  their  genealogy 
and  family  pedigree — whether  of  Saxon,  Danish  or  Norman  ex- 
traction. 

2.  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  6 volumes,  folio;  as  its  name  implies, 

comprises  all  the  diplomacy  and  foreign  relations  of  Great  Bri- 
tain from  the  time  of  the  coirquest,  treaties,  bulls,  letters,  &c. 
Rymer,  the  celebrated  antiquarian,  who  collected  these  valua- 
ble materials  and  published  them  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  was  distinguished  among  the  men  of  letters  of  that 
time.  He  was  permitted  by  the  then  king  free  access  to  all  the 
public  archives,  &c.  - 

3.  The  Statutes  of  Great  Britain,  in  9 volumes. 

4.  The  Public  Rolls,  several  volumes. 

5.  The  Acts  of  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  11  volumes. 

6.  Writs  of  Chancery,  in  5 volumes,  including  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  &c. 

7.  Pailiamentary  Writs. 

8.  A large  number  of  Church  Records. 

9.  Catalogues  in  folio  of  the  Harleian  manuscripts  and  of  the 
Cottonian  and  Lansdoune  collections;  several  volumes. 

Our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  upon  the  liberality  of 
the  motives  which  prompted  to  this  truly  magnificent  acquisi- 
tion. It  reflects  the  highest  honor  on  the  British  government. 
The  New  York  Society  Library,  among  its  excellent  and  rare 
w'orks,  amounting  to  22,000  volumes,  possess  in  this  association 
the  most  precious  body  of  historical  materials  for  reference  and 
research  which  can  be  any  where  found  within  the  same  com- 
pass. Though  not  of  any  apparent  obvious  utility,  their  value 
as  legal  and  ecclesiastical  records  and  authentic  historical  data 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  estimate.  [AT.  F.  Com.  Jid, 
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GREAT  BUILDINGS. 

The  following  is  a description,  from  the  New  York  Courier, 
of  the  Astor  Hotel,  now  erecting  in  Broadway. 

We  embrace  this  as  a proper  occasion  to  give  some  particu- 
lars of  the  plan  of  this  immense  edifice.  Its  site  is  on  the 
westerly  side  of  Broadway,  opposite  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  park— on  which  street  its  length  will  be  201  feet  and  1 inc  h, 
I.  e.  the  whole  extent  between  the  parallel  streets,  Barclay  oh 
the  north,  and  Vescy  on  the  south.  In  breadth  it  will  reach 
westwardly  on  Barclay  street,  146  feet  six  inches,  and  on  Ve- 
scy, 154  feet.  In  the  centre  will  be  a court  yard  105  feet  long, 
by  76  broad.  It  will  be  six  stories  high,  measuring  77  feet  to 
the  lop  of  the  cornice.  The  three  fronts  will  he  built  entirely  of 
blue  Quincy  granite.  The  lower  story  will  be  12  feet  high  in 
the  clear,  and,  excepting  the  large  central  entrance  on  Broad- 
way, and  a private  entrance  in  each  of  the  other  fronts,  will 
consi.st  of  stores.  Those  on  Broadway  will  be  45  feet  deep,  ex- 
tending back  to,  and  receiving  light  in  the  rear  from  the  court- 
yard. Those  on  the  other  streets  will  be  only  28  feet  deep— 
the  space  between  them  and  the  court  yard  being  designed 
for  baths  and  housekeepers’  rooms.  Back  of  the  court  yard, 
and  completing  the  fourth  side  of  the  square,  is  a space  of  10.") 
feet  in  length,  by  about  21  in  breadth,  the  two  lower  stories  of 
which  are  to  be  converted  into  washing  rooms,  kitchens,  &c. 

According  to  the  plan,  the  principal  floor  of  the  hotel  is  over 
the  stores.  The  Broadway  entrance  is  by  a recess  porch  37 
feet  wide,  the  floor  of  which  is  two  feet  above  the  street- the 
wall  above  being  supported  by  two  doric  columns  towards  the 
centre,  and  two  ants  at  the  outside  angles.  From  this  porch  a 
flichl  of  steps  of  four  feet,  leads  to  the  principal  door  opening 
M*H»  avvestibiile,  from  which  .'I'liothcr  fliclit  of  steps  of  eishf  feel 
oil  each  side,  leads  to  the  eatraiice  hall,  which  is  41  feel  by  34, 


and  embellished  with  8 marble  ionic  columns.  Crossing  this, 
is  a long  passage  dividing  lengthwise  the  whole  exteiit  of  the 
Broadway  building,  and  between  which  passage  and  front,  the 
space  is  cut  up  into  drawing  rooms — those  on  the  two  corners 
being  public,  the  one  for  ladies  and  the  other  for  genllemen. 
Back  of  the  same  passage  are  two  spacious  apartments  of  equal 
size,  one  on  each  side  of  the  entrance  hall — that  on  the  north 
being  intended  for  a bar  room,  and  the  other  for  a reading-room. 
Outside  of,  and  adjacent  to,  these,  as  well  as  to  the  long  pas- 
sage above  mentioned,  are  the  two  principle  staircases  leading 
to  the  lop  of  the  building.  West  of  the  north  staircase,  the 
whole  area  of  the  part  fronting  on  Barclay  street  is  designed  for 
a dining  room,  being  100  feel  long  by  40  broad,  lighted  by  win- 
dows on  both  sides,  and  calculated  to  dine  300  [lersoiis  at  once. 
The  part  froNtiiig  on  V'esey  street  is  divided  lengthwise  by  a 
passage  leading  from  the  long  passage  through  a series  of  pri- 
vate parlors  and  chambers,  to  a ladies’  dining  loom,  46  feet  by 
34,  in  the  south-west  angle  of  the  building. 

The  divisions  of  the  upper  stories  will  correspond  generally 
with  those  of  the  second  floor.  The  hotel  will  contain  about 
320  apartments  in  all— of  which  about  270  are  designed  for 
lodging  rooms;  and  the  remainder  chiefly  for  parlors.  The  cost 
of  the  w hole  w ill  probably  be  from  two  hundred  and  sixty,  to 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

New  York  Custom  House.  We  perceive  by  the  N.  Y.  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,  that  preparations  are  being  made  for  the 
erection  of  the  New  York  Custom  House  on  Wall,  Pine  and 
Nassau  streets.  It  will  be  an  immense  building,  every  way 
worthy  of  the  first  commercial  city  on  these  shores.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  this  magnificent  edifice,  that  is  to  be.  is 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce: 

“It  is  to  be  177  feet  long,  and  89  feel  wide,  and  the  form  and 
order  of  the  building  to  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Parthenon  of 
Athens.  It  is  to  stand  on  a basement  story,  ascended  by  19 
steps  from  Wall  street,  and  six  steps  on  Pine  street.  There 
are  to  be  eight  Grecian  doric  columns  at  each  front,  and  fifteen 
columns  and  antte  on  each  side  attached  to  the  walls.  There 
is  also  to  be  a second  row  of  six  smaller  columns  back  of  and 
parallel  with  the  main  front,  leaving  a space  of  ten  feet  be- 
tween the  two  rows;  and  nine  feet  between  the  inner  row  and 
the  front  wall  of  the  building.  Back  of  the  two  extreme  co- 
lumns of  the  inner  row  there  are  to  be  two  antte,  and  six  antae 
attached  to  the  walls  of  the  rear  front,  leaving  a space  of  eight 
feel  and  a half  between  the  columns  and  the  ant®.  There  will 
thus  be  twenty- four  outside  columns,  five  feet  eight  inches  di- 
ameter at  the  bottom,  and  thirty-two  feet  high,  including  the 
capital,  and  eighteen  ant®  on  the  two  sides,  of  the  same  height, 
five  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  nine  inches  projection  from  the 
wal's.  The  six  inner  columns  of  the  main  front  will  be  four 
feet  eight  inches  diameter  at  bottom,  and  the  ant®  to  corres- 
pond. The  building  is  to  be  two  stories  high,  except  the  great 
business  hall,  part  of  which  is  to  be  vaulted  as  high  as  the  roof 
will  permit,  and  its  centre  finished  with  a dome  sixty  two  feet 
in  diameter.  J'his  hall  will  occupy  the  centre  of  the  building, 
and  will  be  one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long,  leaving  a small 
vestibule  at  each  end  to  enter  from.  It  is  to  be  seventy-seven 
feel  wide  in  the  centre  part,  which  is  a circle  of  seventy  feet 
diameter,  with  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  room  extending 
beyond  its  circumference  to  these  dimensions;  and  the  four 
parts  so  extended  beyond  the  circle  are  thirty-three  and  a half 
feet  wide,  leaving  six  rooms  and  three  circular  stair  cases  in 
the  four  corners,  the  two  largest  rooms  to  be  twenty-four  by 
twenty-one  feet  each,  besides  a square  staircase  in  the  rear, 
and  three  vaults  for  papers  at  the  two  ends  of  each  vestibule. 
The  same  division  of  the  room  is  made  in  the  second  story. 
Nearly  all  same  number,  shape,  and  sizes  of  rooms  are  had 
in  the  basement,  as  above  in  the  other  stories,  leaving  all  the 
area  of  the  same  shape  and  size  as  the  great  hall  immediately 
about  it;  with  the  addition  of  sixteen  fluted  doric  columns  to 
support  the  vaulting  and  the  pavement  under  the  dome  of  the 
great  hall. 

— % »«»M  — 

NANTUCKET— THE  WHALE  FISHERY. 

Nantucket  is  entitled  to  the  honor  of  being  the  birth  place  and 
cradle  of  the  American  whale  fishery.  Even  before  the  island 
was  colonized  by  the  whites,  this  fishery  was  carried  on  by  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Whales  in  large  numbers  frequented 
the  shoals  by  which  the  island  is  surrounded,  and  the  natives 
with  their  bark  canoes,  and  hone  harpoons,  pusued  and  took 
them.  The  while  settlers,  imitated  their  example;  and  the 
fishery  was  first  carried  on  by  boats,  and  was  confined  to  the  ad- 
jacent waters.  The  whales  were  unable  to  withstand  the  arts 
and  activity  of  their  new  enemies,  and  at  length  deserted  these 
shores.  It  then  became  necessary  to  pursue  them  to  their  new 
retreats.  Already,  before  the  commencement  of  the  revolution 
tlie  Nantucket  whalemen  had  doubled  the  Capes  of  Good  Hope 
and  Horn,  and  their  daring  navigation  and  adventurous  spirit 
drew  from  Burke  that  famous  eulogium  to  be  found  in  his 
speech  on  conciliation  with  America. 

The  business  was  almost  ruined  by  the  war.  Many  of  those 
who  had  been  engaged  in  it,  took  refuge  in  Franse,  where  they 
were  patronised  by  the  government,  and  where  some  of  their 
descendants  may  still  be  found.  After  the  peace,  however,  the 
fi-'liery  revived,  and  was  prosecuted  with  good  success — till  a 
new  war  with  Great  Britain,  again  reduced  it  to  the  brink  of 
ruin.  After  the  peace,  however,  it  revived  again; — but  the  bu- 
siness was  now  divided  and  Nantucket  found  a rival  in  Nexv 
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Bedford.  Otlier  towns  have  since  entered  upon  tlie  fisliery— 
ltiou«h  Nantucket  with  all  its  disatlvanl.iges  is  still  able  to  main- 
tain the  second  rank.  New  Bedford  has  17.5  whale  ships,  and 
Nantucket  75.  New  London— where  the  fishery  has  given  a 
new  impulse  to  business  and  industry— has  forty  shijis,  Sag 
Harbor,  or  Long  Island,  20  or  30.  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island,  has 
15  whaie  ships,  Warren,  about  a dozen,  and  Newjiort,  four  or 
five.  Some  vessels  have  been  fitted  out, by  emigrants  from  Nan- 
tucket, at  Hudson  and  Poughkeepsie.— and  the  eastern  towns 
Plymouth,  Gloucester  and  Newburyport,  have  lately  entered 
upon  the  business.  There  are,  in  the  whole,  75,000  tons  of 
American  shipping  engaged  in  this  employment. 

The  whale  fishery  is  divided  into  two  distinct  branches.  One 
set  of  vessels  pursue  the  rig/if  whale.  These  vessels  are  fitted 
out  for  a cruise  of  nine  months,  or  a year.  The  riglit  whale  is 
found  only  upon  soundings.  The  vessels  which  pursue  him, 
first  make  for  the  Brazil  hanks— which  resemble  in  some  re- 
spects the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  stretch,  for  a great  ex- 
tent, off  the  coast  of  Brazil.  Then  the  whalers  stand  away  for 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  cruise  in  the  Indian  ocean  and 
about  the  island  of  Madagascar.  It  is  the  right  whale  which 
furnishes  the  whalebone.  The  oil  however  is  much  less  valua- 
ble, than  that  of  the  sperm  whale;  it  is  worth  from  six  to  ten 
dollars  a barrel.  It  is  hardly  fit  to  burn,  but  is  employed  to  oil 
machinery,  &c.  A large  part  of  it  is  exported. 

The  ships  which  pursue  the  sperm  whale,  are  fitted  out  for  a 
three  years  cruise.  The  whale  they  take,  is  found  only  in  deep 
water.  After  making  the  western  islands,  where  they  frequent- 
ly find  some  game,  they  stretch  away  for  Cape  Horn  and  purse 
their  prey  through  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  oil  of  the  sperm 
whale  contains  the  substance  called  spermaceti— from  which 
the  spermaceti  candles  are  made.  The  head  matter,  is  particu- 
larly rich  in  this  substance.  The  spermaceti  pays  for  the  pro- 
cess of  manufacture,  so  that  the  oil  as  it  comes  from  the  whale 
is  of  about  the  same  value  with  the  same  quantity  of  manufac- 
tured oil.  It  is  worth  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  per  barrel. 

The  decks  of  the  whale  ships  are  provided  with  great  iron 
kettles  set  in  brickwork,  and  the  oil  is  separated  from  the  blub- 
ber by  heat,  the  scraps  from  which  the  oil  has  already  been  tried 
furnishing  an  excellent  fuel. 

For  obvious  reasons  the  crews  receive  no  wages,  but  instead, 
they  have  what  is  called  a lay — that  is,  a certain  proportion  of 
the  oil.  Those  who  are  at  the  expense  and  risk  of  fitting  out 
the  vessel  have  of  course  the  larger  portion  of  the  proceeds.  The 
masters,  mates  and  boat-steerers,  have  a share  adequate  to 
their  skill  and  responsibility,  the  old  whaler  is  paid  for  his  ex- 
perience, while  the  green  hands  draw  a share  proportionate  to 
their  services.  On  the  whole  a good  deal  depends  on  chance — 
but  however  profitable  the  whale  fishery  may  be  to  those  who 
furnish  the  capital  and  fit  out  the  vessels,  it  does  not  appear  that 
either  the  officers  or  men,  are  much  belter  paid  than  those  en- 
gaged in  the  merchant  service.  {Boston  Atlas. 

a«..»  ■ 

THE  COAL  REGIONS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  coal  regions  of  our  slate  possess  much  interest  in  a do- 
mestic, a political,  and  a scientific  point  of  view,  and  claim  the 
fostering  attention  of  all  who  delight  in  the  development  of  our 
natural  resources  of  wealth,  and  the  prosperity  of  our  enterpris- 
ing citizens. 

Pennsylvania  is  rich  in  her  minerals,  which  only  require  sci- 
entific investigation  and  persevering  industry  to  make  them 
available,  and  render  the  now  unconscious  possessor  indepen- 
dent. A few  years  since  immense  and  inexhaustible  beds  of 
coal,  which  occupy  thousands  of  square  miles  of  our  territory, 
were  scarcely  known,  and  entirely  useless.  So  low  were  the 
Mauch  Chunck  mines  estimated  a few  years  since,  previous  to 
the  improvement  of  the  Lehigh  navigation,  that  those  valuable 
beds,  from  whicli  123,000  tons  were  sent  to  market  during  the 
year  1833,  amounting,  at  Philadelphia,  to  more  than  $600,000, 
was  leased  to  the  company  for  a period  of  20  years,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  car  o/ Indian  corn  rent,  annually.  The  genius  of 
science  exploring  these  waste  regions,  and  directing  the  im- 
provements for  transportation,  has  opened  the  most  valuable 
treasures,  and  peopled  our  dreary  mountains  with  thousands  of 
happy  beings. 

From  the  individual  enterprise  of  a few  public  spirited  citi- 
zens, the  coal  trade  has  assumed  an  aspect  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance in  regard  to  individual  comfort,  state  commerce  and 
state  economy.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  of  some  con- 
sequence that  the  people  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
coal  interest,  as  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  state  pros- 
perity. It  has  attracted  the  attention  of  our  legislatures,  and  at 
the  late  session  a detailed  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Packer,  of 
the  senate,  from  which  we  condense  the  following  information, 
running  through  120  pages  of  the  Journal. 

[Bucks  County  Intelligencer. 

Two  species  of  coal  abound  in  our  state — the  anthracite  and 
bituminous.  The  anthracite,  so  far  as  actual  discoveries  have 
been  made,  appears  to  exist  in  three  distinct  or  separate  beds, 
bearing  to  each  other  a striking  similitude  in  geographical  posi- 
tion, extent  of  era,  and  geological  character.  The  first.,  or 
Mauch  Chunck,  Schuylkill,  and  Lykens  valley  coal  field;  the 
second,  or  Beaver  Meadow,  Shamokin  and  Mahonoy  coal  field; 

and  the  third,  on  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  coal  field 

These  beds  average  about  65  miles  in  length  and  5 miles  in 
breadth.  Another  bed  is  suspected  to  lie  between  the  second 
and  third,  but  has  not  been  sufficiently  explored;  which  like 
thousands  of  hidden  treasures  of  our  state  might  reward  the  la- 


bor of  a full  topographical  and  ceologii'al  survey  of  the  state; 
which  has  been  so  frequently  urged  upon  the  attention  of  our 
legi.'latnre,  by  individuals  and  scientific  ass<icialions. 

First,  or  Mauch  Chunck,  Schuylkill,  and  Lykens  Coal  Field, 
commences  near  the  Lehigh,  in  Norihampion  county,  and  ex- 
tenils  through  the  heart  of  Schnvikill  county  to  VVicinisco 
creek,  emptying  into  the  Susquehaiinah,  in  Dauphin  county. 
Tlie  red  shale  which  apin.ars  to  fotm  the  base  of  Hie  anthr.acite, 
and  form  a regular  border  around  these  deposites,  continues  on 
either  side  of  the  VVicinisco  creek,  and  i.s  crossed  by  the  Siis- 
quehannah  above  Millersburg,  and  also  below  it,  between  the 
Wicinisco  and  Peter’s  mountains.  A vein  of  coal  has  also 
been  discovered  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  The.se  beds  are  con- 
sideied  of  the  same  .eiraium  and  species,  thoimh  there  is  some 
difference  in  the  appearance  of  their  texture  aiid  specific  gravi- 
ty—Mauch  Chunck  coal  being  l,d94— the  Schuylkill,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Potlsville,  1,45.3;  and  the  Pine  Grove,  Wicinisco  and 
Stony  creeks,  about  1,400.  The  latter  is  somewhat  more  in- 
flammable. 

As  early  as  1790,  and  perhaps  before  that  period,  coal  was 
known  to  abound  at  or  near  the  place  now  called  Potlsville, 
and  at  Mauch  Chunck,  but  excited  little  attention,  and  was 
only  used  by  the  neighboring  blacksmiths,  until  some  enter- 
prising gentlemen  made  various  attempts  to  introduce  it,  for  a 
long  time  without  success.  The  mines  at  Mauch  Chunck 
were  partially  opened  prior  to  the  year  1800,  and  small  quanti- 
ties of  coal  taken  to  Philadelphia.  A company  was  organised 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  the  business,  but  were  regarded 
by  the  public  as  visionary  enthusiasts,  and  some  of  them  were 
driven  from  the  stage  of  action;  others  persevered,  succeeded, 
and  yet  live  to  witness  the  complete  triumph  of  their  efforts, 
and  the  consummation  of  their  most  enthusiastic  predictions. 

In  1812,  col.  George  Shoemaker,  of  Potlsville,  loaded  nine 
wagons  with  coal,  at  the  Schuylkill  mines,  and  hauled  it  to 
Philadelphia,  a distance  of  106  miles,  two  loads  of  which  he 
sold  for  cost  of  transportation,  to  Messrs.  Mellon  Bishop, 
who  agreed  to  try  it  in  their  rolling  mill,  in  Delaware  county, 
and  the  remaining  seven  wagon  loads  he  gave  away,  and  h.-id 
some  difficulty  in  finding  persons  willing  to  take  it! 

In  the  year  1814,  the  hon.  Charles  Miner,  of  Wilkesbarre, 
with  that  public  spirit  and  persevering  energy  which  has 
marked  his  course  through  life,  with  a few  personal  friends,  en- 
gaged in  this  then  perilous  traffic,  and  succeeded  in  taking  24 
tons  down  the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  in  an  ark,  to  Philadelphia; 
having  first  hauled  it  over  a rough  road  of  9 miles,  to  the  river; 
which  cost  him  at  the  city  fourteen  dollars  per  ton.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  difficulty  in  navigating  the  Lehigh,  at  that 
day,  and  the  consequent  expense  of  conveying  coal  to  the  city, 
Mr.  Miner  and  his  associates  had  so  far  succeeded  in  1814-15, 
in  introducing  the  article,  as  to  find  a ready  demand  for  it,  and 
were  about  entering  upon  the  trade  entensively. — But  peace 
came — our  ports  were  opened  to  foreign  commerce,  and  the 
coasting  trade  resumed — Liverpool  and  Richmond  coal  came 
in  abundantly,  and  the  anthracite  fell  far  below  the  cost  of 
transportation.  From  this  time,  the  coal  trade,  as  such  was 
abandoned;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  considerable  quan- 
tity of  coal  was  taken  to  market,  either  by  the  Lehigh  or 
Schuylkill,  until  1820,  when  the  Lehigh  navigation  was  com- 
pleted by  the  present  company,  and  365  tons  were  delivered  at 
Philadelphia.  In  1821,  1,073  tons  were  brought  to  market.  In 
1822,  2,440  tons.  The  year  1820  may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as 
the  era,  from  which  we  are  to  date  the  anthracite  coal  trade  of 
Pennsylvania— a trade  which  during  the  past  year,  has  increas- 
ed to  nearly  600,000  tons,  and  amounts  to  about  three  millions 
of  dollars.  [Am.  Daily  Ad. 

POWER  OF  STEAM. 

The  following  singular  correspondence  has  been  carried  on 
between  the  natives  of  the  east,  and  the  government  of  India, 
relating  to  the  production  and  power  of  steam.  The  explana- 
tion of  the  principles  of  steam  power  are  remarkably  happy,  and 
its  character  is  well  described. 

From  the  Asiatic  Journal. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  THE  RAJAH  OF  GWALIOR  RESPECTING 
STEAM  ENGINES. 

The  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  the  go- 
vernor general  and  the  court  of  Gwalior,  on  the  subject  of  steam 
engines,  is  worthy  of  record.  In  March,  1833,  at  public  dubar, 
lord  William  Bentinck  received  the  following  application  from 
Shewbux  Roy,  “gomashta  of  Luckmeechund  and  Radhakis- 
sen,”  at  Calcutta. 

‘<My  lord,  our  SethLunne  Ram  has  heard  with  astoni.shment 
that  an  iron  boat  has  been  sent  out  from  England,  which  can 
swim  and  is  capable  of  being  navigated  from  Calcutta  to  Be- 
nares in  eight  days  and  against  the  stream.  He  desires  to  know 
how  such  things  can  be;  he  had  directed  us  to  make  particular 
inquiries  into  such  an  unheard-of  piece  of  mechanism,  and  to 
ascertain  if  it  be  true  that  the  English  perform  such  pieces  of 
necromancy  through  the  agency  of  those  jins  or  devils,  who  in 
the  early  ages  of  the  world,  were  turned  into  smoke  and  put 
into  pots  by  the  learned  among  mankind,  and  taken  out  to  work 
for  their  masters  as  required.  Now  as  we  know  the  real  truth 
of  these  matters,  which  those  of  Gwalior  do  not,  we  hope,  es- 
pecially as  it  will  be  pleasing  to  the  Gwalior  government,  that 
a copy  or  epitome  of  the  iron  steamboat  may  be  given  to  us, 
that  we  may  send  it  to  Gwalior,  with  an  explanation,  showing 
how  such  things  incredible  to  others  can  exist  through  the 
agency  of  the  British  knowledge  and  science.” 
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This  application  was  answered  by  a letter  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Macnaghieii  of  Setli  Lnmie  Ram,  expressed  the  governor  <;e- 
iieral ’stratification  at  the  desire  evinced  by  tlie  applicant  to 
become  acquainted  witli  the  wonders  of  European  science,  and 
pronii'ing  that  a model  should  he  sent.  His  lordship  also  wrote 
directly  to  the  maharaja’  Juiikojee  Rao  Sindnia,  at  Gwalior,  re 
ferrin"  to  the  laudable  curiosity  evinced  by  that  prince,  when 
the  governor  general  was  at  Gwalior,  to  make  himself  acquaint- 
ed with  European  science,  and  including  a shoit  .account  of  the 
principle  of  the  steam  engine,  with  some  drawings  of  steam 
carriages;  the  former  which  is  signed  by  Mr.  .Maonaghten,  gives 
so  clear,  at  the  same  time  so  familiar,  an  explanation  of  the  en- 
gine, that  it  deserves  to  be  considered  as  a curiosity. 

“His  bigness  wishes  to  know  how  an  inanimate  engine  can 
he  moved  without  the  application  of  animal  force.  I will  de- 
scribe; just  as  the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  the  motion  of  the 
limbs  of  an  animal  are  caused  and  carried  on  by  the  pulse  of  the 
of  the  heart,  so  the  Miotion  of  the  levers  and  revolution  of  the 
wheels  of  the  steam  engine  are  produced  by  the  action  of  a pis- 
ton in  a cylinder.  Now  the  pulse  of  an  animal  is  moved  by  the 
invisible  power  of  the  creation;  no  one  can  understand  il;  but 
the  motion  of  the  piston  is  caused  by  human  agency,  springing 
from  God  given  wisdom,  and  is  intelligible  to  every  one. 

“To  comprehend  the  means  by  which  the  piston  moves,  il  is 
only  necessary  to  do  tw’o  things. 

“1st.  Put  a pot,  half-full  of  water,  on  the  fire:  stop  up  the 
mouth  closely;  place  as  great  a weight  on  it  as  it  w'ill  bear,  still 
you  find  that,  when  the  water  boils,  the  steam  produced  will 
force  off  the  lid  or  burst  the  vessel;  for,  know  that  one  rutlee 
of  water,  by  the  application  of  fire,  expands  to  1,700  rutlees  of 
steam,  and  how  is  this  to  be  contained  in  so  small  a pot.’  From 
this  learn  the  force  of  steam;  for,  as  Sadi  says,  ‘love  and  musk 
cannot  be  concealed,’  so  it  is  certain,  that  steam  cannot  be  re- 
strained. 

“2d.  Wrap  some  wet  tow  round  the  top  of  a ramrod,  so  as 
just  to  be  able  to  squeeze  it  into  the  barrel  of  a gun;  force  it  to 
the  breach,  and  then  plug  up  the  touch  hole.  Well,  aflerw’ards 
pull  out  the  rod  half  way,  let  it  go  for  a moment,  and  see  with 
xvhat  force  it  will  jump  back  to  the  breach! — What  is  the  cause 
of  this.’  Why  the  air  was  e.xpelled  through  touch  hole,  and  that 
being  plugged  up,  no  fresh  air  is  admitted  as  the  air  tight  rod  is 
drawn  out;  so,  where  the  ramrod^was,  is  nothing,  not  even  air, 
which  pervades  every  place — a vacuum  is  caused,  and  as  the  se- 
parated friend  cannot  bear  the  desolation  of  absence,  but  flies 
to  his  beloved  home,  so  the  rod,  unable  to  endure  the  empti- 
ness of  vacuity,  rushes  back  into  its  chamber. 

“These  are  the  Iw’o  agents  which  move  the  piston  in  the 
cylinder,  viz:  the  steam  is  the  raiser  and  the  vacuum  the  depres- 
sor, and,  by  their  opposing  impulse,  motion  is  communicated  to 
all  parts  of  the  machine:  for,  first,  a fire  of  coals,  (a  stone  which 
is  found  in  the  hill  of  Burdwan,  and  burns  like  wood),  is  lighted; 
on  this  is  placed  a cauldron  of  water  to  boil,  and,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  cauldron  a cylinder,  with  an  iron  rod  fitting  tightly  in  it. 
Thesteam  produced  by  the  boiling  water  rushes  throngh  a little 
valve,  (a  small  door  which  opens  and  shuts),  at  the  bottom  of 
the  cylinder,  and  raises  up  the  piston:  but  then,  as  the  piston 
raises,  the  space  it  leaves  is  filled  with  steam  and  a vacuum  is 
required.  Now  I mention  that  a rutlee  of  water  when  con- 
verted into  steam,  would  fill  the  space  of  1,700  ruttees.  Yes, 
but  is  it  possible  to  reduce  the  steam  again  to  water.’  It  is; 
by  applying  cold  water  to  the  outside  of  the  cylinder,  it  im- 
mediately condenses,  and  there  is  consequently  one  rutlee  of 
water  and  1,699  ruttees,  of  empty  space,  that  is,  vacuum.  This 
is  just  what  we  wanted.  The  piston  like  the  ramrod,  instantly 
plumps  down:  again  the  stream  of  the  steam  forces  upon  the 
little  door  in  the  cylinder,  the  piston  flies  up,  thesteam  is  con- 
densed and  again  it  jumps  down,  and  so  on,  as  long  as  the  fire 
is  kept  up.  Now  the  top  of  the  piston  is  fastened  to  a moveable 
lever,  (sustained  by  a pillar),  like  the  beam  of  a pair  of  scales, 
to  the  other  end  of  which  is  fi.ved  a large  wheel,  which,  in  its 
turn,  turns  others,  and  the  whole  apparatus  is  set  in  motion. 

“There  is  another  kind  of  steam  engine,  in  which  the  piston 
is  impelled  alternately  at  each  end  by  the  steam,  which  is  not 
condensed,  but  allowed  to  escape  into  the  air.  In  this  sort  no 
cold  water  is  required  but  a greater  degree  of  heat. 

“To  explain  all  the  parts  of  the  machine  would  be  tedious. 
Briefly,  it  is  equally  applicable  to  land  or  water  carriages.  In 
the  picture  now  sent  his  highness  will  see  strings  of  thirty  car- 
riages drawn  along  by  one  engine,  up  hill  and  down  dale,  at 
the  rate  of  30  miles  an  hour.  The  wheels  run  in  iron  grooves, 
lor  by  this  contrivance  the  same  force  can  draw  twelve  times 
as  much  as  it  could  on  a good  kunker  road.  In  this  way, 
hundreds  of  passengers  of  all  kinds,  animals  and  baggage  are 
drawn  along;  one  engine  draws  700  maunds,  and  the  whole  can 
be  stopped  by  a child!  Every  day  new  improvements  are  mak- 
ing. 

“What  numberle.ss  benefits  does  it  afford!  Food  and  clothing 
is  greatly  diminished  in  price  by  the  expedition  and  cheapness 
of  the  carriage.  Horses  will  no  longer  be  required!  12,000,000 
horses  are  fed  in  England,  and  each  eats  as  much  as  eight  men; 
so  the  country  will  sustain  80,000,000  more  men!  But  how 
wonderful  are  its  effects  by  water!  It  laughs  at  the  wind  and 
goes  in  its  teeth  and  turns  whenever  the  captain  chooses,  by 
the  slightest  touch.  In  short  now  that  king  steam  has  asserted 
his  authority,  the  reign  of  the  wind  is  cast  to  the  winds  and 
waves.  Communication,  which  was  formerly  stopped  for  weeks 
together  between  the  countries  of  Europe,  is  now  regularly  car- 
ried on  whatever  may  be  the  stale  of  the  weather. 


“It  impels  iron  ns  well  as  wooden  boat.«:  and  an  iron  boat 
is  even  lighter  than  a wooden  one  of  the  same  size,  since 
iron,  from  its  strength  and  inallahiliiy,  may  be  used  in  very 
thin  plates;  and  consequently  requires  u less  depth  of  water 
to  float  in. 

“What  wonder  if  his  highness  should  set  out  in  his  steam 
carriage  at  d.iy  break,  to  go  to  bathe  at  Agra,  or  pray  at  Bind- 
rabiiii,  ami  be  back  at  Gwalior  by  noon!  If  an  iron  steamboat 
were  lannelied  u|>on  the  Chambul,  at  the  proper  season,  it  might 
reach  Caleiiita  m week!  But  what  end  is  thereto  wonders’ 
It  is  said,  ‘a  wise  man  is  not  astonished  at  wisdom.’  ” 

“THE  FATHER  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION.” 

Montpelier  (Va.)  July  lOfA.  1834. 

At  this  moment,  when  a nation  in  profound  grief  deplores  the 
loss  of  one  whom  they  have  delighted  to  hail  as  the  benefactor 
of  the  republic,  it  is  peculiaily  acceptable  to  me  to  be  able  to 
allay  the  universal  solicitude  about  another  most  illustrious 
patriot. 

The  vener.able  and  venerated  Madison  slowly  recovers  from 
a painful  and  protracted  indisposition,  and  all  apprehensions  of 
his  immediate  dissolution  are  dissipated.  He  has  sufficiently 
revived  to  afford  me  the  high  gratification  of  several  hours  con- 
versation— occasionally  silting  up,  but  generally  reclining,  his 
calm  and  philosophic  temperament  enables  him  to  resist  the 
ravages  of  disease;  with  fortitude  and  resignation  he  endures 
the  afflictions  of  an  all  wise  Providence,  and  whenever  his  pure 
and  gentle  spirit  shall  wing  its  flight  to  the  mansions  of  bliss, 
his  example,  in  death  as  through  life,  will  enforce  every  pre- 
cept which  Christianity  teaches — although  the  decjiy  of  his 
physical  powers  are  but  too  evident;  the  wreck  of  mind  has  not 
even  commenced — on  every  subject,  he  is  lumnious,  instruc- 
tive, argumentative  and  convincing.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned, 
that  he  highly  approves  of  the  system  matured  by  the  wisdom 
of  the  sages  of  the  last  half  century,  in  regard  to  the  cardinal 
points  of  policy,  now  in  an  evil  hour  sought  to  be  subverted — 
he  condemns  the  experiment  of  tampering  with  the  currency 
of  a nation  at  a moment  of  universal  prosperity,  satisfactorily 
proving  its  efficiency;  and  views  a national  hank  as  the  balance 
wheel  in  our  fiscal  concerns  and  indispensible  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  a sound  and  wholesome  circulating  medium — without 
which  specie  payment  might  never  have  been  resumed,  and 
which  is  an  important  regulator  in  coercing  the  state  banks  to 
continue.  An  enlargement  of  all  bills  to  ten  dollars  he  deems 
amply  sufficient  to  retain  a sufficiency  of  specie  in  the  country. 

The  introduction  of  steam  boats,  rail  roads  and  canals,  has 
di.-isipated  many  of  his  early  apprehensions  as  to  the  permanen- 
cy of  our  free  and  h.nppy  institutions  under  one  confederate  re- 
public.— Those  facilities  of  intercourse  will  bind  the  remotest 
sections  of  this  wide  extended  empire  by  kindred  sympathies 
and  identity  of  interest.  Among  his  former  solicitudes  were 
the  means  of  producing  this  important  result,  and  one  of  many 
plans  suggested  to  him,  were  a covered  way  from  Maine  to  Or- 
leans— this  was  ascertained  by  calculation  to  be  the  most  eco- 
nomical and  efficient  mode  that  could  be  adopted  to  insure  a 
smooth,  secure  and  permanent  road;  not  being  exposed  to 
moisture,  il  would  remain  indestructible;  but  a little  reflection 
satisfied  him  that  it  would  become  impassable  from  dust,  and 
the  project  was  discountenanced  and  abandoned. 

His  convictions  in  regard  to  tlie  policy  of  sustaining  our 
manufacturing  establishments  are  most  conclusive.  I remark- 
ed to  him  that  a system  of  free  trade  might  succeed  if  univer- 
sal— provided,  said  he,  that  there  be  universal  and  perpetual 
peace  between  all  the  nations  of  the  globe.  For  example, 
England  consents  that  we  feed  her  and  she  clothes  us — what 
would  be  the  result  to  both  in  the  event  of  a rupture.’  One 
would  starve  before  she  could  resume  her  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  the  other  perish  with  cold  before  garments  could  be  manu- 
factured within  her  own  limits. 

In  lieu,  of  considering  manufactories  as  sores  in  the  body 
politic,  he  avowed  his  conviction  from  clear  stati.stical  calcula- 
tions that  morality  is  better  preserved  and  mortality  diminished 
by  the  assemblage  and  employment  of  a large  number  of  per- 
sons in. a well  regulated  establishment,  where  they  are  regular- 
ly employed,  promptly  paid,  well  fed,  comfortably  clad,  and  ana- 
pie  medical  attendance,  administered  them,  than  when  scat- 
tered over  a country  where  subsistence  is  precarious  and  com- 
forts few,  as  in  European  d-  nsely  populated  kingdoms;  besides 
said  he,  abstract  the  present  force,  now  consumers  of  our 
agricultural  products,  convert  them  into  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 
we  have  a surplus  which  we  neither  can  consume  nor  dispose 
of. 

Thus  as  regards  the  currency  of  the  country,  internal  im- 
provements and  domestic  industry — the  experience  and  reflec- 
tion of  this  illustrious  sage  and  whig  of  76,  sustains  the  policy 
of  the  Whigs  of  1834 — in  opposition  to  the  misrule  we  now  se- 
verely feel,  and  feelingly  deplore. 

Mr.  Madi."»on  was  particularly  kind  in  his  inquiries  after  the 
health  and  prosperity  of  our  estimable  citizen,  Mr.  Patterson, 
and  seemed  gratified  to  learn  that  he  still  pursued  commercial 
enterprises,  with  his  wonted  energy  and  success. 

He  highly  applauded  Mr.  Kermedv’s  eulngium  on  Mr.  Wirt— 
he  considered  it  replete  with  the  flowers  of  eloquence,  chaste 
in  composition,  and  most  accurate  in  delineations  of  Mr.  Wirt’s 
exalted  character. 

Although  the  lamp  of  life  just  now  seems  to  flicker  feebly, 
yet  the  reviving  freshness  of  his  native  mountains,  his  calm 
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endurance  of  Buffering,  his  temperate  habits  of  self  denial,  the 
longevity  of  his  ancestry, — and  above  all,  the  unceasing  care 
and  devotion  of  his  exemplary  wife,  (who  watching  over  his 
sick  couch,  is  as  when  gracing  the  drawing  room,  equally  un- 
paralleled) may  yet  I fondly  hope  prolong  his  invaluable  life, 
and  afford  me  the  high  gratification  of  an  annual  pilgrimage  to 
a patriarch’s  shrine,  where  hospitality,  intelligence,  patriotism, 
virtue  and  wisdom,  all  combine  to  attract,  instruct  and  delight. 

THE  CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

Well  merited  praise.  In  the  course  of  the  late  argument  in 
the  case  of  the  Union  Bank  vs.  the  trustees  of  the  bank  of  iMa- 
ryland,  before  the  court  of  Appeals  of  that  slate,  gen.  Gibbs,  a 
lawyer  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  who  appeared  for  the  Union 
Bank,  referring  to  the  judiciary  of  our  country  generally,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  decisions  of  chief  justice  Marshall, 
paid  a handsome  and  well  merited  tribute  to  the  virtue  of  the 
man  who  so  ably  fills  that  department.  We  give  below  the 
substance  without  pretending  to  give  the  language  used. 

“Our  constitution,  it  appears  to  me,  when  it  is  destroyed,  is 
to  be  destroyed  by  degrees;  by  little  encroachments.  This  is 
the  opinion  also  of  the  authors  of  that  admirable  work,  the 
federalist,  who  have  expressed  the  same  apprehension.  As 
yet,  of  the  independent  course  of  the  judiciary  every  where  in 
our  country,  and  of  their  resistance  to  these  encroachments,  we 
have  just  reason  to  be  proud.  How  gratified  were  we  all  to 
learn  the  late  decision  of  the  court  of  Appeals  in  South  Caroli- 
na? Even  amid  the  ferment  of  party,  and  while  some  of  the 
first  men  of  the  country  have  been  riding  over  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  constitution,  the  judiciary,  the  very  moment  it 
came  before  them,  in  the  face  of  an  infuriated  majority,  main- 
tained the  integrity  of  the  country.  This  has  been  the  course 
of  the  whole  of  the  judiciary  of  this  country;  and  the  chief  jus- 
tice of  the  supreme  court  does  in  my  opinion  deserve  more  of 
his  country  than  any  one  of  her  sons  since  the  days  of  the 
revolution. 

Some  have  supposed  that  the  senate  would  be  the  last 
abiding  place  of  the  liberty  of  this  nation;  but,  sir,  I have  always 
thought  that  the  judiciary  was  the  column  and  the  pillar  which 
would  at  last  susuin  the  country.  I can  recollect  the  day 
when  I would  have  inarched  like  the  soldiers  marshalled  yes- 
terday in  front  of  this  house,*  against  the  chief  justice — when  I 
would  have  been  willing  to  have  seen  him  executed.  I have 
had  time  and  opportunity  to  ascertain  that  I knew  not  the  ex- 
alted character  and  worth  of  the  man,  or  the  value  of  his  deci- 
sion; I allude  to  the  case  of  Burr.  Sir,  he  has  performed  a 
great  service  to  the  country — he  has  cut  off  the  whole  system 
of  constructive  treason,  which  had  been,  for  the  last  few  years, 
getting  ground.  And  should  the  occasion  ever  arise,  then  will 
the  decision  of  this  venerable  patriot  be  the  shield  and  the  man- 
tle thrown  around  the  persecuted — this  is  the  founder  and  the  es- 
tablisher  of  this  great  principle  which  has  been  stated— this  is 
the  man,  who  in  the  cases  of  Ogden  & Saunders;  the  Dart- 
mouth college  and  the  Crown;  Peck,  &c.  and  others,  has  clear- 
ly stated  the  law.  In  these  cases  the  great  principles  of  the 
question  have  been  developed  by  this  master  .mind;  and  these 
are  the  principles  which  we  now  seek  to  maintain.  They  are 
not  obligatory  it  is  true— the  court  have  a right  to  reject  them— 
but  they  are  so  well  sustained  by  the  reasoning  of  the  justice, 
that  we  do  not  suppose  they  will  do  so.” 

-^>>►♦0  @ 

AMERICAN  INGENUITY  AND  THE  TARIFF. 

From  the  Boston  Mias. 

We  learn  from  an  article  in  the  last  London  Quarterly  Re- 
view  a source  from  which  we  should  scarcely  expect  any 

thing  complimentary  to  this  country — that  it  appears  from  tes- 
timony lately  given  before  a committee  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons, that  all  the  important  improvements  which  have  lately 
been  made  in  the  cotton  manufacture  are  of  American  inven- 
tion. 

One  topic  of  examination  was  the  danger  of  American  com- 
petition. The  opinion  expressed  on  this  subject  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Bates,  the  junior  partner  in  the  house  of  Baring,  Brothers  & 
Co.  was  extracted  into  the  Edinburgh  Review,  and  thence  has 
gone  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers.  Though  himself  a Yan- 
kee, and  entirely  indebted  to  his  own  shrewdness  for  his  pre- 
sent high  rank  in  the  commercial  world,  this  gentleman  appear- 
ed to  entertain  but  a mean  opinion  of  Yankee  enterprise,  and 
little  fear  of  Yankee  competition.  By  way  of  set  off  we  will 
quote  the  opinion  ofMn'.  Finlay,  a.  practical  manufacturer,  upon 
the  same  subject,  and  delivered  before  the  same  committee. 

“There  are,”  he  said,  -“so  many  advantages  inherent  in 
America,  if  I am  rightly  informed  with  regard  to  the  popula- 
tion, that  nothing  in  the  world  can  prevent  their  establishing  in 
that  country  a very  formidable  cotton  manufacture.  They 
have  vessels  going  daily  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  especially  to 
all  parts  of  South  America;  and  if  those  vessels  do  not  carry 
something,  of  course,  the  freight  is  lost.  They  are  very  adven- 
turous persons,  enterprising  beyond  any  in  that  species  of  com- 
merce, that  I know  in  the  world — infinitely  beyond  this  country. 
Sometimes  they  lose  but  they  are  most  active  and  industrious 
in  sending  their  commodities  to  all  quarters,  and  they  will  get  a 
very  considerable  sale.'^’ 

Notwithstanding  the  little  fear  which  Mr.  Bates  seems  to  en- 
tertain of  American  competition,  in  a subsequent  part  of  his 

* Alluding  to  thb  detatchmcnt  of  our  citizens,  which  marched 
against  the  rail  road  rioters.  [Maryland  Republican. 


examination  before  the  same  committee,  he  states  some  facts 
with  regard  to  our  tariff,  which  we  cannot  help  quoting.  They 
are  worthy  of  deep  attention,  and  show  how  necessary  it  is  for 
us  to  be  on  our  guard  against  the  mean,  jealous  and  insatiate 
cupidity  of  the  English  manufacturers.  “The  cotton  manufac- 
turers of  large  capital,”  says  the  witness,  “do  not  require  the 
protection  of  the  present  duly  in  America.  They  could  main- 
tain the  manufacture  of  common  goods  wiihout  it — though 
whether  they  might  not  be  overwhelmed  by  the  immense  capi- 
tal, which  is  employed  by  the  manufacturers  here,  is  a ques- 
tion. The  English  manufacturer  would  send  out  his  goods  and 
sell  them  at  a loss,  with  no  other  object  than  to  rdin  the 
American  manofactorer,  with  a view  of  breaking  up  the  sys- 
tem of  manufacturing  in  America.’*  He  might  have  added — 
when  they  have  once  broken  it  up,  they  will  then  ask  their  own 
prices. 

We  subjoin  a single  extract  from  the  Review  itself: 
“International  commerce  is  beneficial  when  commodities  are 
interchanged  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  two  countries,  and  to  the 
promotion  of  industry  in  both;  it  is  injurious  when  it  renders 
one  country  dependent  upon  another  for  the  conveniences  of 
life — and  in  the  last  degree  ruinous,  if  it  induces  a dependence 
for  the  necessaries.  A commonwealth  must  be  ill  constituted 
and  insecure,  unless  it  be  self-sufficient  in  all  things  needful  for 
the  subsistence  and  being  of  the  community;  and  this  it  cannot 
be  unless  it  procures  for  itself  all  such  things  as  value  or  habit 
have  rendered  so  far  indispensable,  that  the  use  of  them  cannot 
be  foregone  without  great  and  general  distress!” 

— 

BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

From  the  New  York  American. 

The  house  of  commons  have  entertained  a bill  for  the  partial 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Various  effoits  to  pass  bills  for  the  better  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  have  been  defeated  in  the  house.  The  annexed  sketch 
of  the  debate  on  the  bill  removing  Jewish  disabilities,  shows 
how  far  prejudice,  religious  and  national,  (in  the  reference 
made  to  America)  is  sometimes  carried. 

House  of  commons,  May  21 — Jewish  disabilities.  Mr.  Robert 
Grant  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  removal  of  the  Jewish 
disabilities,  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Gumming  Bruce  moved  that  it  be  read  a second  time 
that  day  six  months.  He  said  that  its  tendency  was  to  uii- 
christianize  the  legislature,  and  take  away  the  recognition  of 
that  highest  allegiance,  which,  as  a Christian  people,  we  owed 
to  Almighty  God,  as  the  father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Mr.  Peter  gave  the  bill  his  warmest  support.  Mr.  Poulter 
also  supported  it;  and  referred  to  France,  Holland  and  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  establishing  the  perfect  competency  of  the  Jews 
to  perform  the  functions  of  civil  and  military  offices. 

Sir  Daniel  Sandford  would  oppose  the  measure. 

He  for  one  would  not  go  to  America  for  an  example  in  a mat- 
ter of  religion — to  that  America  whose  example  had  been  so 
fatal  to  all  kinds  of  religion.  (^‘Oh,oh!”)  He  trusted  that  the 
member  for  Dublin  who  had  just  cheered  in  such  a peculiar 
way  the  sentiment  he  had  uttered,  would  shortly  bring  forward 
a motion  respecting  the  union  of  church  and  state,  which  he 
was  so  much  in  the  habit  of  denouncing;  and  then  it  would  be 
seen  whether  he  could  not  bring  history  to  show  how  America 
had  afforded  an  example  fatal  to  all  religion.  He  could  not  re- 
cognise any  thing  like  the  spirit  of  true  toleration  in  this  off- 
spring of  a false  liberality.  He  opposed  this  measure  on  the 
ground  that  this  was  a Christian  country;  that  they  had  Chris- 
tian institutions;  that  they  were  a Christian  legislature,  giving  a 
Christian  sanction  to  the  laws  which  they  passed;  and  that  it 
was  incumbent  on  them  as  a Christian  people,  not  to  deny  any 
thing  that  might  remove  that  sanction  and  desecrate  those 
laws.  They  had  been  told,  indeed,  that  Christian  charity  call- 
ed on  them  to  pass  such  a measure:  but  he  could  find  nothing 
in  the  scriptures  to  show  that  Christian  charity  demanded  the 
concession  of  political  privileges.  (A  laugh). 

It  had  been  said  that  there  were  infidels  in  that  house,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  excluding  them.  Was  there,  he  would 
ask,  any  avowed  and  open  infidel  there,  (^‘Oh,  oh!”)  Was 
there,  he  would  ask,  any  man  who  would  dare  to  stand  up  in 
that  house  and  say  that  he  was  an  infidel?  ('“O/i/”  ^‘Q,uestion, 
question!”)  Let  him  who  would  proclaim  himself  an  infidel 
not  dare  to  do  so  there:  let  him  go  to  the  last  scene  of  unfortu- 
nate and  depraved  humanity— let  him  go  to  the  Old  Bailey — 
(Laughter)— and  there,  amongst  felons  and  tlie  associates  of 
felons,  let  him  get  up  and  declare  himself  an  open  and  avowed 
infidel;  and  he  would  be  driven  from,  the  court  amidst  a storm 
of  hisses  by  an  indignant  Christian  auditory.  He  did  not  put 
an  imaginary  case— he  did  not  conjure  up  an  imaginary  scene: 
a man  did  so  avow  himself  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  what  was  the 
consequence?  He  was  driven  from  the  court,  amidst  groans 
and  hisses.  Such  would  be  the  fate  that  awaited  any  man  who 
should  have  the  brazen  effrontery  in  a Christian  assembly  to 
stand  up  and  declare  himself  an  infidel. 

Mr.  Buckingham  deprecated  this  allusion.  In  his  judgment, 
there  did  not  exist  the  slightest  analogy  between  such  a case 
and  that  of  a professor  of  the  Jewish  faith:  on  the  contrary,  the 
Jew  was  constantly  received  as  a witness,  in  both  civil  and 
criminal  cases. 

Mr.  Robert  Grant  said,  he  was  not  aware  that  any  thing 
which  had  fallen  from  the  opponents  of  the  bill  required  an  an- 
swer. The  house  divided:  and  agreed  to  read  the  bill  a second 
time,  by  a majority  of  123  to  32. 
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LETTER  FROM  THE  POPE. 

We  find  in  the  Journal  des  Debate,  (Paris)  the  following  let- 
ter from  the  pope  to  president  fiot/cr; 

To  our  dear  son,  the  illustrious  and  honorable  Boyer , president 
of  the  republic  of  Mayti. 

Gregory  XVI,  pontiff. 

Many  and  unanimous  accounts,  as  well  as  the  correspon- 
dence of  your  ministers,  have  apprised  the  chair  of  Rome, 
which,  by  the  will  of  God,  we  now  occupy,  of  the  zeal  which 
distinguishes  your  excellency,  and  of  your  sincere  desire  to  che- 
rish and  consolidate  the  Catholic  religion,  which  has  been  ren- 
dered by  the  constitution  o(  Hayti,  the  religion  of  the  state. 
These  sentiments,  worthy  of  a Christian  and  of  an  enlightened 
prince,  have  filled  us  with  the  more  lively  satis^faction,  because 
we  hope  that  they  will  advance  the  glory  of  God  and  the  eter- 
nal salvation  of  man,  that  they  will  constitute  a title  of  honor 
to  yourself  in  life,  and  will  obtain  for  you  a great  and  glorious 
recompense  hereafter. 

In  former  years,  the  apostolical  chair  of  Rome  has  labored, 
by  correspondence  and  by  missions,  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  faith  in  the  illustrious  republic  of  Hayti;  but,  owing  to  the 
drstance,  and  various  other  circumstances,  nothing  definitive 
has  yet  been  done.  We  have  now  determined  to  send  near 
your  excellency  our  legate,  the  venerable  brother  John  Eng- 
land, bishop  of  Charleston  in  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica, whose  intelligence  and  piety  are  well  known,  that  he  may 
treat  with  your  excellency  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  Catholic 
religion  throughout  the  republic;  that  he  may  deliberate  with 
you^especting  the  choice  of  pastors;  that  he  may  form  a na- 
tional clergy,  establish  ecclesiastical  discipline,  and  provide  for 
the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people.  That,  by  your  excellency’s 
aid  and  favor,  our  said  legate  may  execute  his  task  successful- 
ly, he  is  invested  with  the  requisite  authority,  and  we  recom- 
mend him  to  your  protection.  In  the  hope  that  this  w;ill  he  ex- 
tended, we  cordially  bestow  on  your  excellency,  and  the  repub- 
lic which  you  govern,  the  apostolical  benediction. 

Given  at  St.  Peter’s,  at  Rome,  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
fisherman,  the  20ih  of  May  (4,)  A.  D.  1834,  and  of  our  pontifi- 
cate the  third.  CASPAR  GASPARINI. 

CORRESPONDENCE  WITH  ROME. 

The  following  rather  extraordinary  correspondence  has  been 
brought  out  by  the  New  York  “Evening  Star,”  and  published 
with  comments.  Of  the  latter  we  shall  only  publish  the  an- 
nexed paragraph,  as  explanatory  of  the  origin  of  this  correspon- 
dence— 

“It  seems  that  in  a dispute  between  two  officiating  priests  in 
Philadelphia,  both  solicited  the  interference  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment to  settle  the  difficulty  with  his  holiness  the  pope.  Now, 
instead  of  Mr.  Secretary  Van  Buren  saying  to  these  gentlemen, 
‘you  may  receive  your  appointments  from  the  court  of  Rome, 
being  purely  of  a religious  nature;  but  you  live  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
all  disputes  must  be  adjusted  according  to  the  law  of  the  land: 
the  interference  of  a foreign  power  in  settling  disputes  between 
American  citizens  is  utterly  impossible;’  it  struck  him  instan- 
taneously, as  an  affair  in  which  some  votes  might  be  obtained 
for  the  great  ‘hereafter.’  So  a correspondence  was  forthwith 
opened,”  &c. 

Mr.  Cicognani  to  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Rome,  May  8th,  1830. 

“Yesterday  I had  a particular  audience  from  his  holiness,  in 
my  official  capacity  of  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Rome.  His  holiness  received  me  in  the  most  benign  manner, 
and  expressed  the  most  favorable  sentiments  for  the  government 
as  well  as  for  the  nation  of  the  United  States  of  America.  He 
said  that  he  was  favorably  inclined  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  because  the  Catholic  people  enjoy  the  same  protec- 
tion as  the  other  citizens  of  difi'erent  creeds,  and  have  no  disa- 
bilities according  to  the  law.  His  holiness  desired  me  particu- 
larly and  repeatedly  to  assure,  in  his  name,  the  government  of 
the  United  States  fAaf  hewill  never  interfere  in  politics,  and  that 
in  cases  of  any  mis-intelligence  between  governments,  he  will 
do  all  in  his  power  to  lead  them  to  peace;  he  requested  also 
that  I should  express  his  wish  that  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America  professing  the  Catholic  religion,  may  in  fu- 
ture meet  with  the  same  protection  they  have  found  to  this 
time. 

After  the  audience  from  his  holiness,  I went,  as  is  customary, 
to  pay  my  respeets  to  cardinal  Albant,  secretory  of  state,  who 
received  me  very  kindly,  and  expressed  the  most  friendly  sen- 
timents towards  the  citizens  and  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  manner  in  which  I was  received  by 
his  holiness  and  the  cardinal  secretary  of  state,  and  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  them  both,  will  afford  great  gratification  to 
the  president  and  to  yourself,  and  I should  feel  highly  honored, 
if  you  would  make  me  the  interpreter  of  the  sentiments  that 
you  might  think  proper  to  reciprocate  with  those  expressed  b\ 
hia  holiness.” 

Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  Cicognani. 

Washington,  '20th  July,  1830. 

“Your  letters  of  the  11th  April  and  5th  May,  the  first  antici- 
pating the  favorable  sentiments  of  his  holiness  the  pope,  to- 
wards the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
last  confirming  your  anticipations,  have  been  received  at  this 
department,  and  submitted  to  the  president,  by  whom  I am 


directed  to  convey  to  his  holiness,  through  the  same  channel, 
an  assurance  ol  the  satisfaction  which  he  derives  from  this 
communication  of  the  frank  and  liberal  opinions  entertained  by 
the  apostolic  see  towards  this  government  and  people,  and  of  the 
policy  which  you  likewise  slate  his  holiness  has  adopted,  and 
which  is  so  worthy  of  the  head  of  a great  and  Christian  church, 
assiduously  to  cultivate  in  his  intercourse  with  foreign  nations, 
the  relations  of  amity  and  good  will,  and  sedulously  to  abstain 
from  all  interfeience  in  their  occasional  differences  with  each 
other,  except  with  the  benign  view  of  affecting  reconciliations 
between  them. 


You  will  accordingly  seek  an  early  opportunity  to  make 
known  to  the  pope  in  terms  and  manner  best  suited  to  the  oc- 
casion, the  light  in  which  the  president  views  the  communica- 
tion referred  to,  and  likewise  you  will  assure  him  that  the  pre- 
sident reciprocates  in  their  full  extent  and  spirit,  the  friendly 
and  liberal  sentiinents  entertained  by  his  holiness  towards  the 
government  and  the  people  of  the  U.  Stales  by  those  which  he 
entertains  towards  the  government  of  the  apostolic  see,  and 
the  people  of  the  states  of  the  church;  and  it  is  the  president’s 
wish,  that  you  should  upon  the  same  occasion,  offer  his  con- 
gratulations to  the  holy  lather,  upon  his  recent  succession  to 
the  Tiara,  not  from  any  hereditary  claim  on  his  part,  but  from 
preponderating  infiuence  which  a just  estimation  of  his  talents 
and  virtues  naturally  had  upon  the  enlightened  councils  by 
which  that  high  distinction  was  conferred;  and  which  afforded 
the  best  pledge  that  his  pontificate  will  be  a wise  and  beneficent 
one. 

You  will  take  care,  likewise,  to  assure  his  holiness,  in  re- 
ference to  the  paternal  solicitude  which  he  expresses  in  be- 
half of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  U.  States,  that  all  our  citizens, 
professing  that  religion,  stand  upon  the  same  elevated  ground 
which  citizens  of  all  other  religious  denominations  opeupy,  in 
regard  to  the  rights  of  conscience,  that  of  perfect  liberty,  con- 
tradistinguished from  toleration;  that  they  enjoy  an  entire  ex- 
emption from  coercion  in  every  possible  shape,  upon  the  score 
of  religious  faith,  and  that  they  are  free,  in  common  with  their 
fellow  citizens  of  all  other  sects,  to  adhere  to,  or  adopt  lire 
creeds  and  practice  the  worship  best  adapted  to  their  reason  or 
prejudices;  and  that  there  exists  a perfect  unity  of  faith  in  the 
United  Slates  amongst  religionists  of  all  professions,  as  to  the 
wisdom  and  policy  of  that  cardinal  feature  of  all  our  constitu- 
tions and  frames  of  government,  both  those  of  the  United  State* 
and  the  separate  slates  of  the  union,  by  which  this  inestimable 
right  is  foinally  recognised,  and  the  enjoymeut  of  it  inviolabry 
secured.” 


CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

ASSESSMENT  VALUATION  OF  CITY  PROPERTY,  DEC.  31,  1833. 


Wards. 

First, 

Second, 

Third, 

Fourth, 

Fifth, 

Sixth, 


Lots. 

$760,494 

752,538 

1,132,336 

290,603 

334,986 

217,075 


Buildings. 
728,158 
891 ,455 
1,417.835 
256;620 
182,660 
212,960 


Personal. 

193,310 

181.540 

247,830 

50.220 

26,925 

40,625 


Total. 

1,674,962 

1,825.533 

2,798,001 

597,443 

544,579 

470,660 


3,488,032  3,682,688  740,450  7,911,178 

Q(^Tiie  taxes  levied  on  the  above,  are  at  the  rate  ol  $1  10 
per  $100  valuation. 

@ ■ 

UNITED  STATES  DRAGOONS. 

[iYom  the  Jirmy  and  Navy  Chronicle'] 

The  regiment  of  dragoons  is  now  completed  to  its  establish- 
ment, and  all  the  conipanies  have  marched  to  Fort  Gibson, 
where  the  head  quarters  have  been  established  during  the  win- 
ter. This  regiment  is  compo.«ed  of  ten  companies,  of  about 
seventy  men  each;  each  man  is  armed  wiili  a sword,  pistol  and 
carbine.  The  carbine  is  of  a peculiar  description;  it  is  on  the 
principle  of  Hull’s  rifles,  it  loads  in  the  breech,  and  the  part 
containing  the  charge  is  so  constructed  as  to  separate  from  the 
barrel  by  means  of  a spring.  This  part  may  he  called  the  cham- 
ber; and  is  about  six  inches  long;  when  loaded,  it  is  easily  re- 
turned to  its  position,  and  then,  if  the  percussion  cap  is  put  on 
the  touch-hole,  the  piece  is  ready  for  firing;  it  requires  no  ram- 
rod, yet  it  is  furnished  with  one,  which  answers  the  purpose  of 
a w’iper,  and,  when  drawn  out,  makes  a bayonet  equal  in  length 
to  the  barrel  of  the  piece,  and  is  a very  formidable  weapon. 
The  whole  piece  weighs  seven  pounds  and  a half,  and  carries 
balls  twenty-four  to  the  pound. 

The  dragoons  are  instructed  to  serve  on  horse  or  foot,  as  oc- 
casion may  require.  About  this  time,  it  is  expected  that  they 
are  on  the  expedition  among  the  tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the 
country  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Mississippi. 
They  are  to  proceed  across  the  country  to  the  boggy  of  the  Red 
River,  thence  westwardly  towards  the  Mexican  frontier,  thence 
northward  as  far  as  it  may  be  prudent  to  go,  allowing  lime  to 
return  before  the  cold  w’cather  sets  in.  On  its  return,  the  re- 
giiiicnl  will  descend  by  the  Missouri  on  either  bank. 

Fiiur  companies  will  winter  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  viz:  Whar- 
ton’.c.  Hunter’s,  Ford’s  and  Duncan’s. 

Three  conipanies,  Sumner’s,  Boon’s  and  Browne’s,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  within  the  Indian  country,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines. 

The  other  three  companies,  Trenor’s,  Bean’s  and  Perkin’s  at 
or  near  Fort  Gibson. 
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The  expedition,  it  is  understood,  will  be  accompanied  by  se- 
veral gentlemen  of  science,  who  go  at  their  own  expense.  The 
object  of  the  expedition  is  to  give  the  wild  fndians  some  idea  of 
our  power,  and  to  endeavor,  under  such  an  imposing  force,  to 
enter  into  conferences  with  them,  to  warn  those  Indians  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  robbing  and  murdering  our  people  who 
trade  among  them,  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  will  be  expos- 
ed in  case  they  continue  their  depredations  and  massacres. 

Several  delegations  of  the  newly  emigrated  Indians,  now  set- 
tled beyond  the  states  and  territories,  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  well  as  the  Osages  and  other  tribes  near  them, 
will  accompany  the  expedition,  in  the  hope  of  making  treaties 
of  friendship  with  the  wild  tribes,  and  thus  prevent,  Ibr  the 
future,  the  recurrence  of  those  wars  which  are  so  common 
among  the  Indians. 

The  expedition,  it  is  hoped,  will  result  in  much  good:  it  will 
afford  protection  to  the  civilized  Indians,  to  our  frontiers,  to 
our  trade  with  the  natives,  and  cover  the  Santa  Fe  caravans 
trading  with  Mexico;  and,  peihaps,  enlighten  the  Indians  gene- 
rally as  to  the  humane  policy  of  the  United  States  towards 
them,  and  also  as  to  their  own  true  interests. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITERS  TO  THE  MILITARY  ACADEMY. 

fVest  Point,  New  York,  June  17,  lb34. 

To  the  secretary  of  war: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  undersigned  have 
attended,  as  a board  of  visiters,  during  the  general  examina- 
tion, at  the  United  States  military  academy,  just  concluded, 
and  have  “directed  their  inquiries  to  a full  and  free  investiga- 
tion in  regard  to  the  course  of  instruction,  both  military  and 
scientific,  and  to  the  internal  police,  discipline  and  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  institution.”  That  these  several  objects  of  inqui- 
ry might  be  attended  to  as  thoroughly  and  successfully  as  pos- 
sible, the  board,  at  its  organization,  referred  them  to  se|iarate 
committees,  who  have  presented  full  reports  with  regard  to 
thefn,  accompanied  by  some  suggestions  lor  the  improvement 
of  the  institution.  Copies  of  these  reports  are  forwarded  to 
you,  and  the  board  lake  the  liberty  of  referring  you  to  them  for 
details,  while  they  confine  their  Joint  report  to  a general  and 
brief  view  of  the  present  condition  of  the  academy. 

The  fidelity  of  the  professors,  and  the  assiduity  and  proficien- 
cy of  their  pupils,  were  tested  by  an  examination,  on  the  seve- 
ral subjects,  extending  over  eleven  days,  and  continued  for  each 
day  eight  hours. 

The  sciences  not  strictly  professional,  included  in  these  ex- 
aminations, were  mathematics,  taught  here  from  the  elements 
of  arithmetic  to  the  profound  theorems  of  the  integral  calculus 
— natural  philosophy,  including  mechanics  and  astronomy — 
chemistry,  in  connexion  with  mineralogy  and  geology — and, 
lastly,  rhetoric  and  moral  and  political  science. 

The  subjects  of  piofessional  study  are  civil  and  military  engi- 
neering, and  infantry  and  artillery  tactics,  with  the  last  of 
which  are  connected  ballistics  and  pyrotechny. 

A part  of  the  first  two  years  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
French  language,  with  which  a competent  acquaintance  is  re- 
quired of  the  cadets. 

Lastly,  great  attention  is  very  properly  paid,  in  this  academy, 
to  the  art  of  drawing,  of  which  the  practical  applications  are  so 
frequent  and  important  in  the  military  profession. 

The  subjects  combined,  certainly  constitute  an  excellent  pre- 
paratory education  for  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  examina 
tions  proved  that  they  were  faithfully  and  skilfully  taught. 
Marked  inequalities  were  indeed  observed  in  the  proficiency  of 
the  cadets,  and  defects  remain  to  be  corrected  in  (he  organiza- 
tion of  some  of  the  departments,  but  still  the  exhibition  was, on 
the  whole,  highly  satisfactory  and  gratifying. 

Frequent  opportunities  were  presented  to  the  board  of  wit- 
nessing the  practical  skill  of  the  corps  in  infantry  and  artillery 
exercises;  and  their  fine  and  soldier  like  appearance  in  the 
ranks,  and  the  accuracy  with  which  they  executed  their  vari- 
ous evolutions,  proved  that  this  essential  part  of  the  duties  of  a 
military  academy  was  sedulously  attended  to  by  both  officers 
and  cadets. 

The  discipline  of  the  institution  was  carefully  examined,  in 
its  various  bearings,  and  the  board  have  reason  to  think  that  it 
is  in  an  excellent  state.  The  laws  seem  to  be  executed  with  a 
stern  regard  to  the  good  of  the  service,  yet  with  kind  and  pater- 
nal feelings,  and  the  officers  and  professors  are  believed  to  be 
generally  both  beloved  and  respected. 

The  internal  police  of  the  institution  was  found  to  be  care- 
fully attended  to.  The  rooms,  in  the  barracks,  occupied  by  the 
cadets,  exhibit  a gratifying  appearance  of  neatness  and  order, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  give  rise  to  regret,  on  account  of 
the  inadequate  accommodation  which  they  offer.  The  mess 
table  is  well  supplied  with  plain,  but  good  and  wholesomo  food. 
In  the  event  of  sickness,  which  the  board  are  happy  to  find  has 
been  lately  of  rare  occurrence,  suitable  and  comfortable  accom- 
modations are  provided  at  the  hospital,  with  the  best  medical 
attendance. 

The  board  directed  an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  with  as  much 
minuteness  as  circumstances  w'ould  admit,  into  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  institution.  The  result,  which  will  be  found  fully 
detailed  in  one  of  the  reports  sent  herewith,  is,  that  the  ac- 
counts are  kept  in  a correct  and  satisfactory  manner — that  the 
expenditures  are  made  in  accordance  with  the  appropriations — 
and  that  a proper  attention  is  paid  to  economy  in  the  expenses 
of  every  kind.  To  prevent  extravagance  in  the  cadets,  there  is 


a regulation  w hich  prohibits  to  them  the  possession  or  use  of 
money,  or  expenditure  of  it,  except  with  the  consent  of  the  su- 
perintendent, who  stands,  with  regard  to  them,  in  the  place  of 
a parent,  and  who,  it  is  believed,  exercises  his  authority  with 
enlightened  discretion. 

'I'he  whole  investigations  of  the  board,  lead  them  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  military  academy  is  a most  valuable  and  essen- 
tial part  of  the  army  establishment  of  the  United  States;  that,  at 
a cost  so  low  as  not  to  exceed  that  of  a second  rale  man  of- 
vvar,  it  prepares,  and  can  spread  over  the  whole  country,  offi- 
cers instructed  and  capable  of  giving  instruction  in  the  military 
art;  and  thus,  w'ithout  the  danger  arising  to  liberty  from  large 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  enables  the  government  to 
fulfil  the  duty  which  the  constitution  so  solemnly  enjoins,  of 
“providing  for  the  common  defence,”  and  lastly,  that  if  our 
young  citizens  were  commissioned  in  the  army  as  lieutenants, 
in  the  first  instance,  as  they  must  be  if  this  institution  be  abo- 
lished, they  could  not  obtain,  in  four  years,  even  the  same  mi- 
litary knowledge  as  the  cadets,  while  their  probation  and  edu- 
cation would  be  far  more  expensive  to  the  country. 

(Signed)  G.  VAN  SCIIOOHOVEN,  president. 

ALVIN  BRONSEN, 

JAMES  HOOKER, 

CHAS.  B.  PENROSE, 

II.  G.  OOMINGE, 

JNO.  T.  ANDERSON, 

R.  M.  PATTERSON, 

ACHILLE  MURAT, 

WM.  P.  DUVAL, 

WRIGHT  C.  STANLEY, 

P.  LINDSLEY, 

J.  L.  SMITH,  capt.  corps  of  eng^rs. 
JAMES  LATIMEB,  Jr. 

T.  B.  DALLAS,  secretary. 

The  undersigned  freely  subscribe  the  within  report,  without 
expressing  an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  last  paragraph. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  SMYTH, 

J.  W.  SCOTT. 

—-.♦9  @ 

GOLD  COINS. 

Considerable  interest  is  now  felt  to  see  again  in  circulation 
some  of  the  gold  coins  which,  as  if  by  iirngic,  have  entirely  dis- 
appeared from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  to  be  an  article  of 
commerce  and  barter  abroad,  and  this  while  our  own  country 
is  producing  such  great  quantities  of  the  piecious  metal.  On 
inquiry  at  the  mint,  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  an  early  day  is 
fixed  for  the  emission,  and  we  mean  thereafter  never  to  be 
without  at  least  one  piece  of  the  metal,  which  by  general  con- 
sent and  popular  belief  is  the  sovereign  remedy  for  sore  eyes. 

The  purity  of  gold  is  not  estimated  by  weights  commonly  in 
use,  but  by  an  Abyssinian  weight  called  a carat.  3’he  carats 
are  subdivided  into  four  parts  called  grains,  and  the.se  again 
into  quarters;  so  that  a coral  grain,  with  ie.=  pecl  to  the  com- 
mon divisions  of  a pound  troy,  is  equal  to  2^  pennyweights. 
Gold  of  the  highest  degree  of  fineness,  or  pure,  is  said  to  be  24 
carats  fine. 

The  circumstances  of  the  English  gold  coinage  somewhat  re- 
semble our  present  case.  When  gold  coins  were  first  made  at 
the  English  mint,  the  standard  of  the  gold  put  in  them  was  23 
carats,  3i  grains  fine,  and|  grain  alloy,  and  so  itconiinued  with- 
out any  variation,  to  the  18ih.  Henry  8,  who  in  that  year  first 
introduced  a new  standard  of  gold  of22  carats  fine,  and  2 carats 
alloy.  The  first  of  these  standards  was  called  the  old,  and  the 
second  the  new  standard  or  crown  gold,  because  crowns,  or 
pieces  of  the  value  of  five  shillings  were  first  coined  of  this  new 
standard.  Henry  8,  made  his  gold  coins  of  both  these  standards 
under  different  denominations,  and  this  practice  was  continued 
by  his  successors  until  1663.  From  that  period  to  the  present, 
the  gold  of  which  the  coins  of  Great  Britain  have  been  made 
has  been  invariably  of  the  new  standard,  or  crown  gold,  though 
some  of  the  coins  made  of  the  old  standard  continued  to  circu- 
late till  1732  when  they  were  forbidden  to  be  any  longer  cur- 
rent. The  purity  of  the  present  English  gold  coins  is  therefore 
11  parts  fine  gold  and  1 part  alloy.  The  alloy  in  coins  is  reckon- 
ed of  no  value.  It  is  allowed,  in  order  to  save  the  trouble  and 
expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  refining  the  metals,  so  as  to 
bring  them  to  the  highest  degree  of  purity;  and  because,  when 
its  quantity  is  small  it  has  a tendency  to  render  the  coins  hard- 
er, and  less  liable  to  be  worn  or  rubbed.  If  the  quantity  of 
alloy  were  considerable,  it  would  lessen  the  splendor  of  and 
ductility  of  the  inciuls,  and  would  add  too  much  to  the  weight 
of  the  coins. 

Before  the  art  of  metallurgy  was  well  understood,  the  baser 
metals  w'ere  frequently  used  as  money,  iron  was  the  primitive 
money  of  the  Lacedemonians,  and  copper  of  the  Romans.  But 
both  iron  and  copper  deteriorate  by  being  kept;  and  besides 
this  defect,  the  rapid  improvement  of  the  arts,  by  lowering 
their  price,  rendered  their  bulk  too  great  in  proportion  to  their 
value  to  permit  of  their  continuing  to  be  used  as  money.  Cop- 
per indeed  is  still  used  among  us  for  the  smallest  denomination 
of  circulating  medium,  but  it  bears  no  relative  value  with  gold, 
and  is  a mere  convenience  in  petty  traffic. 

When  the  precious  metals  first  began  to  be  used  as  money, 
or  as  standards  by  which  to  measure  the  value  of  different  ar- 
ticles, and  the  equivalents  for  which  they  were  most  generally 
exchanged,  they  were  in  an  unfashioned  stale,  in  bars  or  ingots. 
The  parlies  first  agreed  as  to  the  quantity  of  a metal  to  be  given 
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for  a commodity  and  the  quantity  wa.s  then  asccrlained  by 
weiglit.  But  it  is  obvious  that  a practice  ofiliis  sort  must  have 
been  attended  with  a great  deal  of  trouble  and  inconvenience. 
There  can  however  bu  little  doubt  that  the  great  obstacle  in  the 
use  of  unfashioned  metals  as  money,  would  be  found  in  the 
difficulty  of  determining  their  quality,  or  tlie  degree  of  their  pu- 
rity with  sufficient  precision. 

The  operations  ol  assaying  is  one  of  great  nicety  and  difficul- 
ty, and  could  not  be  performed  in  the  early  ages  otherwise  than 
in  a clumsy,  tedious  and  inaccurate  manner.  It  is  indeed  very 
probable,  that  when  the  precious  metals  were  first  used  as  mo- 
ney, their  quality  would  be  appreciated  only  by  their  weight 
and  color.  A very  short  experience  would,  however,  be  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  extreme  inexactness  of  conclusions  derived 
from  such  loose  and  unsatisfactory  criteria;  and  the  devising  of 
some  method  by  which  the  fineness  of  the  metal  might  be  easily 
and  correctly  ascertained,  would  very  soon  be  felt  as  indispen- 
sable to  the  general  use  of  gold  and  silver  as  money.  Such  a 
inode  was  not  long  in  presenting  itself,  it  was  early  discovered, 
that  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the  metal,  and  also  to  avoid  the 
trouble  and  expense  ol  weighing  it,  no  more  was  necessary  than 
to  make  each  piece  with  a stamp  declaring  its  weight  and  fine- 
ness. Some  ancirnt  authors  state  the  art  of  coining  was  in- 
vented at  a period  antecedent  to  authentic  history. 

Originally  the  coins  of  all  countries  seem  to  have  had  the 
same  denomination  as  the  weight  commonly  used  in  them,  and 
contained  the  exact  quantities  of  the  precious  metals  indicated 
by  their  name.  Thus  the  pound  of  iingland  contained  exactly 
the  weight  indicated  originally  by  its  name;  the  standard  has 
not,  however,  been  preserved  inviolate,  and  the  pound  sterling 
in  silver  is  less  than  the  third  part  of  a pound  weight;  in  France, 
Spain  and  other  countries  this  has  been  carried  still  further. 

IPhUadelphia  Price  Current. 

LAWS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

An  act  authorising  the  payment  of  bounty  on  certaing  fishing 
vessels  lost  at  sea. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston  and 
Charlestown  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  pay  to  the  late 
owners  and  crew  of  the  Two  Brothers,  to  be  distributed  ac- 
cording to  law,  the  same  sum  of  money  that  said  vessel  would 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  as  a bounty  or  drawback,  if  she 
had  in  her  last  voyage,  in  which  she  was  lost,  complied  with 
all  the  requirements  of  law  necessary  to  secure  such  bounty;  the 
said  vessel  being  of  the  burden  of  one  hundred  and  thirteen  and 
twenty-nine  ninety-fifths  tons. 

Sec.  2.  Jind  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Frenchman’s  bay  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  to  pay 
to  Daniel  Kitf,  the  late  owner,  and  to  the  crew  of  the  fishing 
boat  Juno,  to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  the  same  sum 
said  vessel  would  have  been  entitled  to,  as  a bounty  or  draw- 
back, if  she  had  not  perished  by  the  perils  of  the  sea  in  her  last 
voyage,  and  had  arrived  in  port,  having  complied  with  all  the 
requirements  of  law  necessary  to  secure  such  bounty  or  draw- 
back; the  said  boat  being  of  the  burden  of  fourteen  and  seventy- 
nine  ninety  fifths  tons. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collector  of  the 
customs  for  the  district  of  Barnstable,  state  of  Massachusetts,  is 
hereby  authorised  to  pay  to  the  htiis  at  law,  of  the  owners  and 
crew  of  the  schooner  Eineline,  which  was  lost  at  sea,  together 
with  the  whole  crew,  before  she  had  accomplished  the  time  re- 
quired by  law  to  entitle  her  to  the  bounty  or  drawback,  [the 
same  sum]  she  would  have  been  entitled  to  have  received,  had 
she  safely  arrived  in  port,  after  having  accomplished  the  full 
term  required  by  law. 

Approved,  30th  June,  1834. 

An  act  concerning  tonnage  duty  on  Spanish  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  Spanish  vessels  coming  from  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  Porto 
llico,  either  directly  of  after  touching  at  any  port  or  place,  shall 
pay  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  such  further  tonnage  duty, 
in  addition  to  the  tonnage  duty  which  may  he  payable  under 
any  other  law,  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  discrimi- 
nating duty  that  would  have  been  imposed  on  the  cargoes  im- 
ported in  the  said  vessels,  respectively;  if  the  same  had  been 
exported  from  the  port  of  Havana  in  American  boitom.s. 

Sect.  2.  wind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  before  any  such  ves- 
sel shall  be  permitted  to  clear  out  or  depart  from  a port  of  the 
United  States  with  a cargo  which  shall  be  directly  or  indirectly 
destined  to  either  of  the  said  islands,  the  said  vessel  shall  pay 
such  further  tonnage  duly  as  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  amount 
of  discriminating  duty  that  would  be  payable  (or  the  time  being 
upon  the  cargo  if  imported  into  the  port  of  Havana  in  an  Ame- 
rican bottom. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  Spanish  vessel  shall 
be  allowed  to  clear  out  or  depart  from  a port  of  the  U.  States, 
with  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises,  except  upon  a destina- 
tion to  some  port  or  place  in  the  island  of  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico, 
without  giving  bond,  with  approved  security,  in  double  the  va- 
lue of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that  the  said  cargo,  or  any  part 
thereof,  shall  not  be  landed  in  either  of  the  said  islands;  which 
bond  shall  he  cancelled  on  producing  of  certificate  from  an 
American  consul,  that  the  said  cargo  has  been  landed  elsewhere, 
bona  fide,  and  without  intention  to  reship  it  for  a port  in  one  of 
the  said  islar^s. 

Sec.  4.  w3nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  from  time  to  time  to 


estimate  the  said  additional  tonnage  duty,  and  to  give  directions 
to  the  officers  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States  for  the  col- 
lections of  such  duties  so  as  to  conform  the  same  to  any  varia- 
tion which  may  take  place  in  the  discriminating  dutir.s  levied 
on  the  cargoes  of  American  vessels  in  the  said  port  of  Havana. 

Sec.  5.  ..ind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  ill  favor  of  Spanish  bottoms,  levied  upon  the  car- 
goes of  American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico, 
have  been  abolished,  or  whenever,  in  his  opinion,  a sati.'ifacto- 
ry  arrangement  upon  the  subject  of  the  said  duties  shall  have 
been  made  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  the  president 
is  hereby  authorised  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamaiioii,  and 
thereupon  this  act  shall  cease  to  have  any  further  force  or  efi'ect. 
Approved,  June  30,  1834. 

An  act  making  additional  appropriations  for  certain  harbors,  and 
removing  obstructions  in  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  unappropriated 
money  in  the  treasury,  for  carrying  on  and  completing  certain 
works  heretofore  commenced,  viz: 

For  piers  at  the  entrance  of  Kennebunk  river,  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of  Merrimack  river,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  preservation  of  Plymouth  beach,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  preservation  of  the  beach  at  Provincetown  harbor, 
Massachusetts,  four  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis  harbor,  Massachusetts,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  iiiqiroving  tlie  harbors  of  Newcastle,  Marcus  Hook,  Ches- 
ter and  Port  Penn,  in  the  Delaware  river,  six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  improvement  of  Ocracock  river,  North 
Carolina,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty  four  dollars. 

P’or  improviii"  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  St.  Mark’s  river  and  har- 
bor, Florida,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  thirty-two 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  dollars. 

For  the  piers  at  La  Plaisauce  Bay,  Michigan,  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  carrying  on  the  Delaware  breakwater,  two  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 

For  filling  up  and  securing  a breach  in  the  south  embankment 
at  Presqu’  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  three  thousand  and  forty-five 
dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  in  removing  the.  bar  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  called  the  Choctaw  Pass,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  iniiiroving  the  navigation  of  the  river  Savannah,  in  re- 
moving the  obstructions  in  said  river  from  the  city  of  Savannah 
to  its  mouth,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contiiinmg  and  securing  the  works  at  Oswego  harbor,  N. 
York,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Rig  Sodus  Bay,  N.  York, 
on  the  present  phin,  fifteeti  thousand  dollars. 

For  cou)|)leting  the  works  at  Gerinessee  river.  New  Yoik,  on 
the  present  plan,  twenty  thousand  dolhirs. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  Black  Rock  harbor.  New 
York,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  the  works  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Dunkirk  harbor.  New 
York,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Presqu’  Isle,  Pennsylvania,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  completing  and  securing  the  works  at  Cleaveland  harbor, 
Ohio,  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars. 

For  repairing  and  securing  the  works  at  Grand  river,  Ohio, 
ten  thousand  dollais. 

For  securing  the  works  at  Black  river,  Ohio,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  extending  and  securing  the  works  at  Huron  river,  Ohio, 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  at  Ashtabula  creek,  Ohio, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveys  pursuant  to  the  act  of 
the  thirtieth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  includ- 
ing arrearaces  for  eighteen  Imndred  and  thirty-three,  twenty- 
nine  thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  five  thousand  dollars  shall 
be  appropriated  and  applied  to  geological  and  mineralogical 
surveys  and  researches. 

To  rebuihl  the  monument  on  Steel’s  lodge,  Penobscot  Bay, 
four  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Cumboi  land  river  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  war  department. 

Approved,  June  28,  1834. 
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YEAS  AND  NAYS  IN  THE  SENATE. 

From  the  United  States  Gazette. 

A correspondent  has  furnished  us  with  the  subjoined  tabular  statement  of  the  votes  of  the  United  States  senate,  on  some  of  the 
important  questions  which  came  before  that  body,  at  the  late  session. 

1.  11th  Dec.  1833.  Resolution  of  the  senate,  requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  communicate  to  the  senate  “a 
copy  of  the  paper  which  has  been  published,  and  which  purports  to  have  been  read  by  him  to  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, dated  the  18th  day  of  September  last,  relating  to  the  removal  of  the  deposites  of  the  public  money  from  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  and  its  offices.”  Ayes  23.  Nays  17. 

2.  28ih  March,  1834.  “Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  for  the  removal  of  the  money  of 
the  United  States,  deposited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  communicated  to  congress  on  the  4th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1833,  are  unsatisfactory  and  insufficient.”  Ayes  28.  Noes  18. 

3.  28th  March,  1834.  “Resolved,  That  the  president,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both.”  Ayes  26. 
Nays  20. 

4.  1st  May,  1834.  “Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Peter  Wager,  Henry  D.  Gilpin,  John  T.  Sulli- 
van and  Hugh  EcElderry.”  Ayes  11.  Nays  30. 

5.  7ih  May,  1834.  “Resolved,  That  the  protest,  communicated  to  the  senate  on  the  17th  instant,  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  asserts  powers  as  belonging  to  the  president,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  just  authority  of  the  two  houses  of  con- 
gress, and  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

“Resolved,  That  while  the  senate  is,  and  ever  will  be,  ready  to  receive  from  the  president  all  such  messages  and  communica- 
tions as  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  the  usual  course  of  business  authorise  him  to  transmit  to  it,  yet  it  cannot  recognise  any 
right  in  him  to  make  a formal  protest  against  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  senate,  declaring  such  votes  and  proceedings  to  be  ille- 
gal and  unconstitutional,  and  requesting  the  senate  to  enter  such  protest  on  its  journals. 

“Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  protest  is  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on  the  journal. 

“Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  U.  States  has  no  right  to  send  a protest  to  the  senate,  against  any  of  its  proceedings” 
Ayes  27.  Nays  16. — (The  vote  being  the  same  on  each  of  the  four  resolutions.) 

6.  24th  June,  1834.  “Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenson.”  Ayes  22.  Nays  23. 

7.  24th  June,  1834.  “Will  the  senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  appointment  of  Roger  B.  Taney.”  Ayes  18.  Nays  28. 

8.  27th  June,  1834.  “Resolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of  money  have  been  borrowed,  at  different 
banks,  by  the  postmaster  general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office 
department,  without  authority  given  by  any  law  of  congress;  and  that,  as  congress  alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States;  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster  general,  are  illegal  and  void.”  Ayes  41.  Nays 
none. 
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*Term  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1835, 
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We  insert  a brief  speech  of  Mr.  Webster,  willi  a few 
words  from  Mr.  Jienlon,  in  conclusion  of  die  lively  and 
powerful  debate  on  the  aftairs  of  the  [)ost  office,  which 
took  place  in  the  seriate  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  June, 
and  resulted  in  the  unanimous  vote  of  that  body,  declar- 
ing that  all  the  “conti’acts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster 
general  were  illegal  and  void.” 

Many  persons  act  as  if  they  thought  that  the  Register 
conlainetl  every  thing! — though  happening  a fjuai  ter  of  a 
century  before  its  pidjlication  was  begun.  The  Regis- 
ter does  contain  many  things,  and  thousands  on  thou- 
sands of  questions  are  settled  tiy  easy'  references  to  its 
closely  printed  and  capacious  pages  in  most  parts  of  the 
United  States — but  still,  now  and  then  a ])ortion  of  the 
public  mind  is  directed  to  some  particular  sulgect  that 
cannot  be  found  in  this  record — and  hundreds  of  person- 
al applications  are  made  to  us  in  vain. 

VVithin  the  last  two  or  three  months,  we  have  had  fre- 
quent calls  for  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  address  to  president 
Washington,  when  the  latter  had  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  retiring  (a  second  lime),  into  private  life.  We 
promised  to  give  these  proceedings  soon  after  the  rising 
of  congress,  and  now  present  them,  at  length. 

In  the  Register  of  the  19th  we  gave  it  as  the  ojiinion 
of  sound  and  practical  men,  that  the  labor  in  agriculture 
had  been  reduced  one-fourth  in  the  last  30  or  35  years, 
by  the  use  of  improved  im[>lements  and  tools,  facilities 
in  communications,  and  more  correct  rotations  of  crops, 
&c. 

We  notice  a new  machine  which,  if  what  is  said  of  it 
is  true,  is  an  important  one.  It  is  called  a hemp-cutter, 
invented  in  East  Tennessee,  by  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Ander- 
son, and  constructed  on  very  simjile  principles — and 
which,  by  the  aid  of  two  horses,  will  cut  from  8 to  10 
acres  a day,  in  the  best  possible  and  most  satisfactory 
manner. 

We  have  published,  we  believe,  all  the  public  acts 
passed  by  the  last  congress,  that,  as- we  think,  are  gene- 
rally useful  to  be  known. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  law  concerning  the  tonnage  duty 
on  Spanish  vessels,  inserted  in  our  last,  that  the  protect- 
ing principle  has  been  fully  recognised  as  to  our  7iaT-7- 
gation,  though  it  is  resisted  as  to  oxxv  manufactures!  We 
have  pleasure  in  the  former — but  would  ask,  why  is  re- 
ciprocity claimed  for  and  given  to  ship  builders  and  ship 
owners,and  denied  to  spinners  and  weavers,  iron  makers 
and  workers,  and  many  other  far  more  important  branch- 
es of  the  national  industry?  Is  the  principle  y\s,t  in  the 
one  case,  and  unjust  in  others?  Why  does  it  more  con- 
cern an  American  farmer,  that  his  flour  should  be  ex- 
ported to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  in  a Spanish  vessel,  than 
that  he  should  be  compelled  (as  he  may  be)  to  wear  a 
coat  of  English  cloth — while  England  prohibits  the  con- 
sumption of  his  flour  or  grain  ? 

Some  curious  observations  of  William  Cobbett,  In  the 
British  house  of  commons,  on  education,  are  inserted,  to 
which  we  have  prefixed  one  or  two  remarks.  The  doc- 
trines avowed  by  him  are  strange  “in  these  our  days.” 
He  would  keep  society  virtuous,  by  keeping  the  mass  of 
the  population  ignorant ! If  the  demagogue  is  right,  those 
who  have  been  esteemed  as  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
tlieir  kind,  were  wretched  fools — that’s  all. 

The  second  of  a probable  series*  of  pamphlets,  on  rt.at- 
ters  relating  to  the  bank  of  Maryland  and  other  things 
about  money,  or  paper,  or  credits,  or  managements,  ap- 

*Since  the  preceding  was  in  type,  the  propriety  of  using  the 
word  “series”  has  become  manifest— by  subsequent  operations. 
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peared  last  Monday,  making  105  octavo  pages.  I’he  late 
lu’esident  ol  this  bank,  on  llit-  18lh  of  last  month,  pub- 
lished a deposition  implicating  the  character  of  certain 
gentlemen,  as  being,  in  fact,  his  partners  in  the  credits 
and  managements  of  the  bank,  and  the  rejily  of  those  im- 
plicated now  appears — pronouncing  the  chaiges  prefer- 
red not  oidy  scandalous  and  false,  liut  also  implicating 
other  parties  as  concerned  with  the  late  president  of  the 
liank  of  Marylat.d,  in  the  wild,  if  not  desperately  wick- 
ed, and  enormous  money  operations  of  that  institution; 
and  the  appendix  contains  a large  body  of  strong  testimo- 
ny in  respect  to  these  affairs.  This  pamphlet  will,  most 
[irobably,  give  birth  to  a rejoinder  on  the  part  of  the  late 
president  of  the  bank,  and  a reply  from  the  new  jiarties 
implicated — which,  being  incidentally  connected  with  yet 
other  parties,  forebodes  a long  discussion  at  “the  bar  of 
the  public  reason;”  parts  of  which  it  may  become  our 
duty  to  notice,  as  involving  the  proceedings  of  public  men, 
though  hoping  to  be  excused  from  entering  into  the 
of  speculation,  (as  w'e  must  politely  call  it),  that  has  been, 
or  is  about  to  be,  revealed ! 

We  shall  give  no  opinion  on  the  particular  merits  of 
the  matters  presented,  except  to  say — that  we  never  have 
seen  a development  of  more  rampant  uses  of  credits  than 
has  been  already  made.*  They  are  referred  to  only  to 
inform  our  readers  what  is  going  on. 

The  crimes  against  the  property  of  honest  persons, 
committed  in  or  through  the  bank  of  Maryland,  are  of  a 
larger  amount  than  the  aggregate  of  all  such  crimes  com- 
mitted by  those  who  have  tenanted  the  Maryland  peni- 
tentiary from  its  first  establishment  to  the  present  day  ! 
But  out  of  the  present  disclosures,  and  others  which 
may  be  expected,  a public  good  will  result.  A great  pro- 
portion of  the  power  of  this  bank  to  plunder  the  people^ 
grew  out  of  the  good  reputation  of  certain  of  the  gentle- 
men who  suffered  themselves  to  be  appointed,  and  to  have 
their  names  blazoned  forth,  as  directors  of  the  institution. 
Nobody'  supposed  that  these  men  would  do  wrong — or 
softer  wrong  to  be  done.  But,  according  to  (he  present 
appearances  of  things — those  on  whose  honesty  the  pub- 
lic relied,  were  as  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of  the  bank 
as  they  are  of  what  is  just  now  happeiiing  in  the  planet 
Saturn ! And  are  these  not  “s/ns  of  omission  Is  a just 
responsibility  to  (he  public  lost  in  an  utter  ignorance 
of  concerns  which  they  ought  to  have  directed?  And 
how  is  it,  that  worthy  men  permit  their  names  to  be  used 
for  certain  purposes  abroad,  when,  in  truth,  they  are  va- 
lued only  because  of  necassai-y  countings  oj  noses  at 
home — to  make  up  a board!  We  insist  on  it — that  gen- 
tlemen who  lend  their  names  in  such  cases  should  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  those  to  whom  it  is 
lent;  and  the  statements  now  before  us,  it  may  be  hoped,, 
will  lead  into  a direct  and  clear  understanding  on  this 
subject,  when  new  banks  are  to  be  chartered — with  pro- 
visions something  after  this  manner:  if  the  capita]  of  the 
bank  is  not,  in  good  faith,  paid  in  as  prescribed  in  the- 
law — if  its  discounts,  or  accommodations,  by  whatever 

* We  had  here  given  a note,  going  into  some  of  the  panicuiars 
stated,  as  to  the  outrageous,  if  not  rascally,  uses  of  credits  al- 
luded to — but  the  insertion  of  tliese  woutd  iiave  rendered  it  just 
that  the  other  side  should  be  shewn,  as  facts  shall  be  stated. 
We  wish  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  proceeding  into- frtlail.s — but 
cannot  refrain  from  offering  a general  protest  agaitist  the  parties 
— be  they  whom  they  may.  And  it  is  abominable,  that  the  fee 
ble  bank  of  Maryland,  wHh  a capital  not  exceeding  300,000 
dollars,  and  probably  less,  should  have  dealt  in  the  millions  that 
it  evidently  did  do. 

It  is  time,  also,  that  a full  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
should  be  made  by  the  trustees,  with  specifications  of  accom- 
modations, not  within  the  pale  of  ordinary  business  transactions. 

We  have  no  personal  complaints  to  make  against  the  bank 
of  Maryland — for,  long  before  its  explosion,  we  thought  it  a 
bankrupt  concern,  and  acted  accordingly — not  trusting  it  34 
hours  to  the  amount  of  50  dollars— but  there  was  nothing  abso- 
lutely known  that  would  have  justified  us  in  proclaiming  oui 
opinion  of  it. 
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name  they  may  be  called,  shall  exceed  a certain  number  of 
times  the  amount  of  the  capital  truly  paid  in  and  remain- 
active  in  the  bank — 'if  the  issues  of  the  bank,  and  other 
demands  against  it,  shall  more  than  so  and  so  far  exceed 

the  amount  of  its  real  capital every  director  of  the 

bank  shall  be  rendered  personally  responsible  for  all  loss- 
es that  may  accrue  by  the  bank,  whose  charter  shall  also 
be  instantly  forfeited  on  the  establishment  of  mal-conduct 
in  cither  respect.  But  the  most  shrewd  and  industrious 
directors  may  be  deceived — they  n.ust  depend  on  the 
statements  of  presidents,  cashiers  and  clerks:  very  well 
—let  such  statements  be  laid  before  the  board  every 
week,  signed  by  the  proper  officers  or  clerks,  and  the 
directors  be  relieved  of  the  personal  resjmnsibility  just 
above  spoken  of,  by  proving  the  falsity  of  such  statements, 
which  falsehood  shall  be  made  a felony,  subjecting  the 
author  of  it  to  hard  labor  in  the  i>enitenliary  for  a period 
of  not  less  than  21  years,  jyiistakes  in  such  cases  can- 
not be  plead,  for  they  cannot  be  made.  But  if  directors 
shall  disregard  the  true  statements  so  made,  the  felony 
ought  to  rest  w’ith  them,  and  the  punishment  follow  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that,  under  such  conditions,  boards  of 
directors  could  not  be  obtained.  Perhaps  not  as  noiv  ob- 
tained, or  in  such  numbers:  but  these  things  would  be 
easily  remedied — for  persons  really  interested  in  the 
bank,  would  then  be  those  really  directing  the  affairs  of 
the  bank;  and  names  would  not  be  lent  so  heedlessly  as 
they  are  now,  to  lead  innocent  persons  into  the  snares  of 
credit-mongers. 

It  is  said  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States  w'ill  make 
$70,000  by  the  enhanced  value  of  gold,  in  consequence  of 
the  late  laws — having  a considerable  quantity  of  coin  and 
bullion  in  its  vaults,  reaily  for  the  new  coins  ordered  to 
be  made,  some  of  which  appear  to  be  already  in  circula- 
tion— or  are  rather  given  out  to  shew  as  “pocket”  pieces, 
for  political  effect,  and  “6e/bre  the  October  elections.” 
So  those  who  accused  the  officers  of  the  mint  with  a sub- 
serviency to  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  in  keeping 
back  the  coinage,  must  praise  where  they  blamed!  That 
is  an  easy  operation,  however. 

But  the  idea  oi forcings  gold  circulation,  and  the  pay- 
rnent  of  large  sums,  in  gold,  in  the  every-day  negotia- 
tions between  man  and  man,  is  ridiculous.  I'he  solvent 
and  well  managed  banks  will  gather  up  the  new  gold 
coins,  when  issued,  and  retain  if  they  please,  or 

give  them  out  in  preference  to  silver  coins,  if  more  is  to 
be  made  by  retiring  their  own  notes  with  them.  If  the 
newly  established  legal  value  of  gold  is  less  than  that  of 
silver,  the  former  will  be  imported  and  tlie  latter  export- 
ed, and  we  shall  have  what  must  be  esteemed  a depreciat- 
ed currency,  though  a gold  one!  On  these  subjects  we 
take  leave  to  present  the  following  just  views  of  Mr. 
Binney,  taken  from  his  speech  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives on  the  21st  June  last — 

“In  his  judgment,  there  was  nothing  in  any  of  the  suggestions 
that  had  been  made,  to  justify  the  extreme  valuation  now  pro- 
posed by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  coins.  In  regard 
to  this  or  any  other  change  in  the  value,  there  were  two  re- 
marks that  he  would  submit  to  the  house.  In  the  hist  place, 
he  did  not  entertain  the  opinion  that  any  change  would  mate- 
rially increase  the  metallic  circulation  r.f  the  country.  Gold, 
however  estimated,  would  not,  to  any  extent,  take  the  place  of 
bank  paper,  while  bank  paper  w'as  permitted  by  law  to  circulate 
as  it  now  did.  A traveller  might  be  induced  to  take  gold  for  his 
expenses,  if  he  could  not  obtain  paper  that  would  travel  with 
him  without  loss;  and  while  gold  should  be  a novelty,  a few 
more  pieces  might  he  seen  in  the  pockets  of  the  citizens:  but 
the  increase  of  the  mass  in  circulation  from  these  causes  would 
not  be  considerable.  Wherever  gold  should  come,  in  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  our  bank  paper,  it  would  in  general  displace 
silver  without  adding  to  it.  This  was  the  first  remark  he  had 
to  submit.  The  other  was,  that  no  change  in  valuation  would 
produce  any  considerable  increase  of  specie  in  the  hanks.  Un- 
change  they  would  have  a greater  amount  of 
gold,  but  at  the  same  time  they  would  have  a less  amount  of 
silver.  Nothing  would  induce  the  banks,  nor  could  anything 
compel  them  to  keep  more  of  either  metal  on  hand  than  was 
necessary  to  sustain  their  paper  circulation;  and  what  they  did 
keep  on  hand,  whether  it  should  be  gold  or  silver,  would  be  of 
the  same  use  to  them  and  to  the  country.  Little  or  nothin" 
was  to  be  gained  by  the  substitution  of  gold  for  silver.  The 
niass  would  not  be  augmented,  though  its  complexion  might  be 
changed.  It  was,  therefore,  a delusion  to  suppose,  as  had  been 
proclaimed  in  the  public  papers,  that  this  bill  would  give  a spe- 
cie currency  to  the  country;  neither  would  it  give  increased 
stability  lo  hank  paper.  The  extent  of  its  effect  would  be,  if 
gold  should  be  tightly  valued,  to  give  the  country  some  more 


gold  than  it  previously  had,  and  to  about  the  same  extent  to  di- 
minish the  silver;  and  it  would  also  give  to  the  holder  of  gold 
its  real  value  immediati  ly  in  every  transaction,  without  com- 
pelling him  to  seek  it  through  a transaction  with  a broker.  If 
over  valued,  its  effect  would  be  to  enable  a il*  titor  to  pay  hia 
present  debts  with  less  than  he  owerl,  and  to  that  extent  conse- 
quently to  defraud  his  creditor;  and  it  would,  if  considerable, 
place  silver  exactly  in  the  condition  in  which  gold  now  was, 
and  imike  it  an  article  of  trade,  instead  of  currency.  In  the  end, 
we  might  have  to  change  the  relative  value  of  the  two  metals 
to  keep  silver  here,  as  we  now  proposed  to  do  to  keep  the  gold. 

It  had  not,  indeed,  occurred  to  him  that  it  was  as  important  as 
some  had  thought  to  raise  gold  even  to  what  he  admitted  to  be 
its  true  proportional  value.  'File  real  value  had  tilways  been 
obtained,  and  would  continue  to  be  obtained,  liy  the  American 
holder,  in  the  slmpe  of  ;i  premium  in  the  market,  and  this  with 
out  any  law  for  the  purpose,  except  the  law  of  commercial  ex- 
changes. Indeed,  it  was  from  this  very  premium  that  its  true 
value,  when  compared  with  silver,  was  obtained.  It  would  fa- 
cilitate the  gain  of  this  premium  by  the  holder  of  gold,  to  raise 
the  legal  value  of  gold  to  the  same  extent  or  thereabouts,  und 
to  this  extent  he  was  willing  to  go,  but  not  beyond  it.” 

The  new  coinage,  however,  was  commenced  on  the  1st 
inst.  as  we  learn  by  the  follow itig  official  statement. 

NEW  GOLD  COIN. 

Treasury  department,  .3v"ust  2d,  1834. 

The  annexed  letter  will  enable  the  public  readily  to  distin- 
gtiish  the  new  from  the  old  coins. 

As  the  date  could  not,  by  law,  be  altered,  hut  the  cap  and 
motto  niiglit  be  legally  omitted,  and  would  serve  plainly  to  dis- 
tinguish the  new  im[tression,  that  course  has  been  adopted  at 
the  mint  till  the  commencement  of  the  next  year,  when  the 
motto  will  probably  be  restored,  and  the  date  of  the  new  year, 
instead  of  the  omission  of  the  motto,  will  be  found  sufficient  lo 
indicate  the  change  in  the  coin. 

Mint  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia  Isf  ^i/g.  1834. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  infuim  the  department,  that  the  coin- 
age of  gold,  according  to  the  new  ratio  of  gold  and  silver,  com- 
menced this  morning,  being  the  earliest  day  permitted  by  the 
provisions  of  the  act. 

In  making  this  communication,  it  may  he  satisfactory  to  re- 
cur to  the  peculiarities  by  which  new  gold  coins  are  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  those  of  former  issues.  They  are  tlie  following: 

On  the  face,  the  new  coins  will  be  readily  distinguished  by  u 
head  of  liberty,  disencumbered  of  a cap. 

On  the  reverse,  the  snr|)lns  motto  “E  pinribtis  tinum,”  xvhicli 
for  many  years  has  occupied  a portion  of  the  disk  above  the 
eagle,  is  now  omitted. 

These  changes,  independently  of  the  facility  to  be  derived 
from  them,  to  disiingnish  the  future  from  the  past  emission  of 
our  gold  coins,  are  recommended  hy  a nearer  adherence  to  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  as  well  as  hy  the  rules  of  taste  and  clas- 
sic autltniity.  The  views  in  these  respects,  presented  in  my 
communication  of  tlie  9th  nit.  having  met  your  approbation, 
will,  I doubt  not,  be  sustained  by  the  judgment  of  the  public. 

In  regard  to  the  omission  of  the  motto  above  referred  to,  the 
same  improvement  was  introduced  in  the  quarter  dollar  in  1831 , 
the  subject  having,  by  communication  of  the  29ih  January  of 
that  year,  been  snbrnitted  to  the  president,  through  the  depart- 
ment, and  approved. 

The  easle  of  the  former  issues  weighs  270  grains,  tlie  half 
eagles  135  grains,  and  the  quarter  67^  grains.  Ttie  eagle  under 
the  present  law,  will  vveigii  258  grains,  the  half  eagle  129  grains, 
and  the  quarter  64^  grains.  These  weights  are  recited  because 
desirable  to  be  kept  in  mind,  ratlier  titan  as  affording  a farther 
criterion  of  distinction  between  the  two  classes  of  coins — since 
an  inspection,  much  more  cursory  than  that  of  weighing,  will 
distinguish  them  by  the  preceding  characteristics. 

The  eagle  and  half  eagle  of  the  new  coinage  will  be  less  in 
diameter  than  those  of  the  former  emissions,  and  that  in  a great- 
er proportion  than  tlie  diminution  of  weiglit  would  indicate. 
This  however,  though  a decided  amendment  of  our  coinage,  is 
of  less  value  as  a distinctive  mark,  since  the  comparison  would 
require  the  presence  of  coin  of  both  classes. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, Samuel  Moore,  director  of  the  mint. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  have  preparet],  ami  expect  to  publish  next  week, 
the  aggregate  results,  and  hy  states,  of  the  censuses  of 
1790,  isOO,  1810,  1820  and  1830,  to  shew,  at  once,  the 
condition,  progress  and  location  of  the  population  of  the 
United  States  and  the  territories,  accompanied  by  cer- 
tain estimates  and  elucidatory  remarks.  A good  deal  of 
labor  has  been  expended  on  the  tables,  and  we  think  that 
they  will  be  useful,  as  well  as  amusing,  to  many  of  our 
readers,  if  they  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  them. 

It  is  seen  with  regret  that  liberty  has  been  deprived  of 
her  cap,  and  that  the  words  “jE  plvribus  vnum’’^  arc 
omitted  on  the  new  gold  coins.  There  is  an  apparent 
hurry  in  getting  out  these  coins,  as  tliere  was  in  the.  pas- 
sage of  the  hills,  that  seems  rather  to  look  to  party 
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Politics  than  to  the  soundness  of  the  currency  the  coun- 
*^ry5  aiul  all  sober  nien  will  agree  that  nothing  of  this 
sort  slioulil  he  done  “for effect.”  They  are  serious  mat- 
ters, and  ought  to  be  accomplished  with  great  delibera- 
tion. lint  the  “misery”  is,  that  almost  every  thing  now 
runs  into  tlie  “politics  of  the  day.”  Even  the  «iuestions 
concerning  the  protection  of  national  industry  and  inter- 
nal improvemeiits,  were  forced  ituo  personal  parly  mat- 
ters! 

We  believe  in  the  “right  of  instruction” — but  do  not 
believe  that  it  can  be  rightfully  used  on  ordinary  occa- 
sions, or  concerning  questions  that  belong  to  ti*ansient 
political  parties,  and  es[)ecially  with  respect  to  mcn»bers 
of  the  senate  of  the  United  States — that  body,  by  its  con- 
struction and  constitution,  being  designed  not  to  resist 
the  public  opinion  clearly  ascertained,  but  to  preserve 
stability  in  the  measures  of  government,  and  balance 
party  ebullitions,  until  time  is  allowed  for  a careful  con- 
sideration, or  re-consideration,  of  any  measure  or  pro- 
ject that  may  be  suddenly  entertained  by  an  apparent 
majority  of  the  people.  'I’bis  subject,  we  think,  is  wor- 
thy of  a full  examination,  and,  perhaps,  we  shall  attempt 
to  give  it  one. 

Several  of  the  members  of  the  senate  were  elected, 
for  example,  as  decided  friends  of  the  bank  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  Among  the  most  earnest  of  its  supporters  were 
the  senators  from  Pennsylvania,  unanimously  instructed 
to  stand  by  the  bank!  It  was  nearly  thus  also  with  the 
senators  from  New  Jersey,  and  others.  Is  the  whole 
policv  of  this  government,  on  great  national  questions, 
to  be  changed  as  accidental  changes  take  place  in  the  po- 
litics of  members  of  the  legislatures  of  the  states’  Messrs. 
S/n-uyue,  Frelinghnysen  and  Southard,  for  instances, 
have  been  much  abused  because  not  yielding  obedience 
to  the  instructions  of  the  legislatures  of  Maine  and  New 
Jersey.  They  said  the />eo/^/e  were  with  them;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  so,  at  the  elections  just  now  about  to  take 
place,  what  defence  will  be  offered  in  favor  of  the  right 
in  the  legislatures  named  to  instruct  these  gentlemen? 
And  we  shall  see  also  what  happens  as  to  senators  from 
other  states,  who  voted  for  or  against  the  bank.  Will 
some  of  the  latter,  elected  as  enemies  of  the  bank,  wheel 
about  on  a change  of  the  political  character,  (if  it  hap- 
pens), of  their  respective  legislatures? 

But  we  cannot  do  more  at  present  than  suggest  these 
things  to  the  public  consideration.  We  have  thrown 
aside  a large  collection  of  sayings  about  the  senate,  and 
intend  to  review  them.  “We  are  republicans  of  the 
school  of ’98” — (in  which  school,  however,  many  errors 
were  committed  that  have  been,  by  republicans,  correct- 
ed)— but  we  are  not  for  tearing  every  thing  into  pieces — 
such  as  relate  to  the  judiciary,  the  tariff,  internal  im- 
provements, or  the  currency,  for  examples,  on  the  rohim 
of  the  moment.  A child  may  destroy  in  one  hour,  (by 
6re),  a property  that  it  will  cost  the  labor  of  100,  or  1,000 
men  a whole  year  to  renew  or  replace. 

The  president  of  the  United  States  made  his  journey 
home,  very  quietly — but  at  Nashville,  prepaiations  had 
been  made  to  give  him  a public  reception.  There  are 
several  reports  that  he  is  in  bad  health,  greatly  emaciat- 
ed and  worn  down,  and  it  is  added  that  he  was  compel- 
led to  stop  several  days  on  his  journey. 

Mr.  Clay  has  reached  his  farm,  in  Kentucky,  in  high 
health  and  good  spirits.  It  surely  must  be  pleasant  to 
])ublic  men  to  retire  into  the  sweets  of  private  life  and  of 
home,  and  there  recruit  themselves. 

Mr.  Sprague,  one  of  the  senators  from  Maine,  having 
been  received  on  his  return  home  by  large  bodies  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  and  congratulated  at  several  places,  has 
been  nominated  as  the  “whig”  candidate  for  governor, 
at  the  election  to  be  held  next  month.  The  convention 
by  which  he  was  nominated  is  said  to  have  consisted  of 
between  2,000  and  3,000  persons!  It  was  expected  that 
gen.  King,  who  was  president  of  this  multitude,  w'ould 
have  been  nominated — hut  he  declined,  for  reasons  given 
on  the  occasion.  Gen.  King  has  been  governor  of  Maine 
— and  the  ex-goveruors  Huntoon  and  Smith,  were  also  pre- 
sent at  this  convention.  The  three  had  been  elected  by 
the  “Jackson  party”  in  Maine. 


The  regular  elections  in  Louisiana,  Kentucky,  Missis- 
sippi, Alabama,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Tennessee  ' 
anti  N.  Carolina,  have  already,  we  believe,  been  held— 
and  those  of  Rhode  Ishmtl  will  be  held  in  the  present 
month — but  oidy  the  result  in  the  first  named  state  is 
known:  those  in  Vermont  and  Maine  will  be  held  early 
in  September;  those  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, Marvlaiid,  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Ohio, 
in  October:  those  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York  iti 
November,  and  those  of  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut 
and  Virginia  are  to  he  held  in  the  spring. 

Some  very  extraordinary  agreements  and  correspon- 
dences have  taken  place  betwetn  the  rival  candidates  for 
governor  of  Indiana,  Messrs.  N.  Noble,  and  J.  G.  Read. 
They  entered  into  w j itten  articles  as  to  the  times  and 
counties  that  they  would  visit  ^ov  electioneeiing  pm  poses, 
which  the  latter  is  charged  with  having  violated,  &c.  At 
some  places,  the  parties  were  to  address  the  people,  at 
others  they  were  not.  This  shows  a practice 

“More  lionoreil  in  the  breach  than  the  observance;” 
and  gives  important  advantages  to  one  person  who  is  the 
best  talker,  over  another  w ho  may  be,  by  far,  the  best 
thinker  and  doer.  Young  lawyers,  with  brazen  fronts 
and  loud  voices,  might  thus  put  such  men  as  were  Wash- 
ington and  Franklin  to  shame — before  the  people! 

We  liave  received,  and  given  a cursory'  reading  to  an 
“Essay  on  the  interest  of  money,  and  the  policy  of  lawa 
against  usury,”  by'  '1  homas  R.  Dew,  professor  of  politi- 
cal economy,  8cc.  in  the  college  of  William  and  Mary,  at 
Williamsburgh,  Va. 

The  subject  is  ably  Itandled,  and  abounds  with  refer- 
ences to  facts  and  principles,  of  w hich  it  may  be  said — 
“Iiidocli  discant,  et  ament  meminisse  perili.” 

Professor  Dew  takes  a bold  and  strong  ground  against 
the  usury  laws,  notwithstanding  the  antiquity  and  gene- 
ral adoption  of  them.  He  regards  money  as  merchan- 
dise, which  every  man  has  a right  to  sell  or  purchase  on 
terms  that  are  agreeable  to  himself,  or  as  shall  appear 
pi'ofilable  to  him  in  the  acquisition  of  something  by  the 
use  of  money — or  the  retention  of  some  other  thing, 
which,  for  the  want  of  money,  he  may  be  suddenly  or 
injuriously  deprived  of.  We  think  that  this  is  the  true 
doctrine  on  the  subject.  “Money,”  whether  in  coin  or 
credit,  has  the  same  natural  relation  as  to  price  as  corn 
or  cotton.  The  new  eagles,  uidess  worth  10  dollars  in 
silver,  will  not  be  generally  exchanged  for  ten  silver  dol- 
lars; nor,  in  the  same  case,  w ill  ten  bushels  of  w heat, 

I worth  one  silver  dollar  per  bushel,  be  sold  for  a gold  ea- 
gle. So  w ith  credits, and  especially  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes,  on  w hich,  w ith  the  exception  of  those  issued  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  there  is  a continually  ope- 
rating tariff— and  these,  also,  in  many  places,  on  ac- 
count of  the  greater  security  in  them,  or  much  reduced 
costs  of  transportations,  are  worth  one  or  two  per  cent, 
more  than  the  legal  coins  of  the  country,  being,  like 
coin,  articles  of  merchandise — and  herein  the  principle 
of  usury  is  as  clearly  manifested  as  in  charging  7 or  8 
per  cent?  on  loans,  when  the  legal  rate  is  only  6 per  cent. 
But  no  one  w ill  pay  such  premium  on  bills  of  the  bank 
of  the  U.  S.  unless  believed  profitable;  and  so  the  rate  of 
interest  on  money,  as  Mr.  Dew  contends,  ought  to  be  set- 
tled by  contract,  though,  in  the  absence  of  a contract,  the 
legal  rate  should  be  used  in  adjustments  between  lenders 
and  borrowers  of  money,  the  value,  or  rent,  of  which  as 
much  ilepends  on  supply  and  demand  as  the  value  of 
cod  fish  or  tobacco;  and  persons  who  think  that  they  can 
make  or  save  20  per  cent,  on  money  borrowed  at  10  per 
cent,  should  not  be  prevented,  any  more  than  others 
who,  thinking  that  they  foresee  a rise  in  the  market, 
should  be  forbidden  to  give  high  prices  'for  corn  or  cot- 
ton. 

These  remarks,  however,  wdll  not  extend  to  that  class 
of  money-lenders  who  are  generally  called  “s/to-yers” — 
and  especially  such  as  use  certain  means,  public  or  pri- 
vate, to  produce  a scarcity  of  money  that  tliey  may  prey 
upon  those  who  need  it. 

The  professor  thinks  that  “bank  interest  should  con- 
form to  the  ordinary  market  rate”  of  interest,  and  he 
argues  the  subject  well.  The  market  rate  of  interest, 
we  understand  to  be  that  which  is  established  by  law,  as 
1 a general  rule;  but,  as  he  shews,  this  rate  is  12^  per  cent. 


89« 


NILES’  REGISTER — AUG.  9,  1834 — MISCELLANEOUS- 


in  Illinois,  10  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Indiana  and 
Missouri,  8 in  Alabama,  7 in  New  York,  and  6 in  the 
rest  of  the  states — whence  the  right  to  limit  the  bank  ot 
the  United  States  to  6 per  cent,  in  all  cases,  or  even  to 
five,  as  suggested  by  Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Forsyth,  in 
the  senate?  Why  should  not  the  local  laws  be  observed 
as  fi.\ing  the  “market  rate”  for  the  bank?  In  some  pla- 
ces, and  at  certain  times,  the  rea?  market  rate  is  below  the 
legal  rate,  and  high  premiums  having  been  paid  forfive  per 
cent,  stocks— at  others,  the  real  market  rate  is  far  above 
the  legal  rate-— as  it  recently  was  in  all  parts  of  the 
union,  until,  by  restrained  expenditures  and  new  enter- 

f irises,  the  demand  for  money  was  much  and  severely 
essened,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  ot  persons  are  more 
or  less  embarrassed,  being  deprived  of  their  ordinary 
means.  “Much  might  be  said  on  both  sides.  ’ B'lt,  it 
banks  become  possessed  ot  certain  rights  or  privileges 
by  acts  of  incorporation,  the  power  to  grant  them  a char- 
ter may  be  rightfully  exerted  to  prescribe  its  conditions, 
and  the  party  accepting  must  aliide  by  them;  and  we 
agree  that  corporations  should  be  restrained.  And  there 
is  also  this  important  result  in  them,  if  honestly  and 
carefully  managed — they  do  much  to  fix  the  general 
market  value  of  money,  whether  above  or  below  the  le- 
gal limit  of  interest  that  may  be  demanded,  though  they 
cannot,  at  all  times^  control  it — for  banks,  like  individu- 
als, have  sometimes  a surplus,  and  at  others  a deficiency 
of  means. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  24  large  octavo 
pages,  and  is  a valuable  acquisition  to  those  who  wish  to 
investigate  the  expediency  of  the  laws  against  usur)’ 
the  practical,  as  well  as  the  moral  effects  ot  which  are 
fully  considered  by  Mr.  Dew. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  who  never  speaks  in  congress 
“until  he  has  something  to  say,”  and  then  always  speaks 
to  the  puriiose,  when  the  harbor  bill  was  before  the 
house  of  representatives,  among  other  interesting  mat- 
ters, presented  a table  shewing  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  port  of  Cleaveland,  on  Lake  Erie,  for  9 
years— to  wit:  from  1825  to  1833,  inclusive,  as  follows, 
made  up  from  the  returns  ot  the  collector  of  the  port. 
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It  is  as  well  the  progress  of  internal  improvement,  ai 
of  population,  which  has  caused  these  wonderful  results 
— and  thus  will  go  on  yet  more  to  astonish  us,  unless 
obstructed  by  some  great  national  calamity. 

Mr.  W.  gave  the  following  as  the  gross  amount  of 
money  that  had  been  expended  in  the  harbors  of  Ohio: 

Cleaveland,  $34,235  56;  Grand  river,  $29,598  29;  Black  river, 
$35,734  77;  Huron  river,  $-22,208  71;  Ashtabula,  $35,558  75; 
Conneaul,  $-24,810  65;  Cunningham  creek,  $6,956  00.  Aggre- 
gate amount,  $189,102  73. 

A small  sum,  indeed,  for  such  important  purposes. 

Mr.  Ewing,  one  of  the  senators  of  the  United  States 
from  Ohio,  on  his  return  to  Columbus,  partook  of  a pub- 
lic dinner  given  by  a large  party  of  his  friends,  at  which 
the  following  regular  toasts  were  drank: 

The  senate  of  the  United  Stati-s — It  “stood  between  the  liv- 
ing and  the  dead,  and  the  [dague  was  stayed.” 

The  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States — Alittle 
reform  would  be  a great  improvement. 

Our  distinguished  guest,  the  hon.  Thomas  Ewing — The  intel- 
ligent representative  of  the  state  ;ind  of  the  people  of  Ohio — he 
has  proved  himself  entirely  worthy  of  his  high  trust.  [Called 
for,  and  drank  a second  time.] 

The  post  office  depariinenl — an  Augean  stable,  which  re- 
quires, to  cleanse  it,  the  power  of  a second  Hercules. 

And  with  reference  to  the  last  toast,  and  in  allusion  to 
the  abuse  that  has  been  heaped  upon  Mr.  Eieing,  be- 
cause that  he  is  a “self-made  man,”  having  paid  for  his 
own  education  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands,  the  follow- 
ing volunteer  was  given— 

The  Ohio  hostler — He  has  dug  deep  into  the  filth  of  the  Avt- 
gean  stables,  and  curried  well  the  senatorial  stud  of  the  magi- 
cian— let  him  “go  ahead.” 

And  also  this— 

By  A.  Kelley,  president.  The  people  of  the  state  of  Ohio — 
they  will  correctly  instruct  those  who  incorrectly  instructed 
tlieir  representatives  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

A public  dinner  was  recently  given  to  Mr.  Tyler,  of  the 
senate,  at  Norfolk.  The  following  are  some  of  the  toasts 
given  on  that  occasion: 

The  senate  of  the  U.  S.— Health,  happiness  and  fame  to  the 
senators  who  exposed  and  defeated  the  reckless  eflmrts  of  a 
wilful  executive,  and  of  parasites  and  retainers  to  reduce  it  to 
subserviency. 

President  Jackson’s  proclamation  and  protest — Designed  as 
commentaries  on  the  constitution— They  are  at  war  with  the 
instrument,  and  the  voice  of  a people  jealous  of  their  rights, 
will  pronounce  their  condemnation. 

Martin  Van  Buren — “Uncompromising  hostility  to  his  ad- 
vancement: the  honor  and  interest  of  the  country  demand  it.”* 

At  a late  party  convention  held  at  Haverhill,  out  of 
twelve  delegates  from  Newburyport,  eight  were  custom 
house  officers,  holding  eleven  distinct  offices. 

Mr.  Burges,  of  the  house  ofrepresentatives,  is  spoken 
of  as  the  anti-Jackson  candidate  for  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  from  Rhode  Island,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Knight, 
whose  period  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March 
next,  who  does  not  wish  a re-election.  If  it  shall  so 
happen— Mr.  Burges  will  be  much  missed,  hy  friend  and 
by  foe,  in  the  house,  as  one  of  the  ablest  debaters  that 
ever  it  contained.  It  is  not  known,  however,  that  he  de- 
sires the  exchange  of  seats. 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  a curious  incident  in  the  con- 
flicts of  party  politics,  that  the  celebrated  gen  Root,  ac- 
cidentally in  the  city  of  New  York,  being  invited,  attend- 
ed a great  meeting  of  “whig”  young  men,  at  which,  and 
with  great  severity,  he  denounced  the  general  and  state 
administrations.  From  four  to  five  thousand  persons 
were  present  at  the  meeting  alluded  to. 

There  is  a report  that  Mr.  Barry  is  about  to  resigti 
the  place  of  postmaster  general,  and  also  that  col.  R. 
M.  Johnson,  of  Kentuckj%  or  col.  Abram  Blandmg,  of 
South  Carolina,  will  be  his  successor. 

The  Gloucester  (Mass.)  Telegraph,  like  many  other 
newspapers,  has  lately  changed  its  political  flag,  and  says 

*Mr.  Van  Buren  transmitted  the  following  toast  to  a 4th  of  July- 
party  at  Fredericksburgh — 

By  the  hon.  Martin  Van  Buren — Unqualified  and  uncompro- 
mising opposition  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States — the  interest 
and  honor  of  the  people  demand  it. 
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in  consequence,  “the  collector  of  the  customs  for  the 
district  of  Gloucester,  has  not  only  taken  from  us  his  i>a- 
tronage,  but  has  denied  us  the  privilege  of  copying  from 
his  books,  the  names  of  the  vessels  reported  by  the 
boarding  officer.” 

If  die  fact  stated  is  true,  Mr.  Beach,  the  collector, 
has,  indeed,  “gone  the  whole.”  Such  a “punishment” 
was  never  before  thought  of,  and  he  should  get  a patent 
for  it,  at  once. 

The  Mississippi  state  convention  has  appointed  25  de- 
legates to  convention  to  be  held  in  Baltimore,  in  the 
ensuing  autumn,  to  nominate  (Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  sup- 
pose,) the  successor  of  president  Jackson,  Of  the  25, 
there  are  four  generals,  eight  colonels,  three  majors,  six 
esquires,  and  only  one  Mr.  The  number  of  those  who 
hold  offices  of  profit  is  not  stated. 

We  have  published  the  general  report  of  the  visiters 
of  the  military  academy,  at  West  Point.  There  are  se- 
vei’al  papers  appended,  on  particular  subjects,  that  we  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  insert.  It  may  be  mentioned, 
hovvever,  that  to  most  of  these  is  attached  some  sort  of  a 
“protest”  by  one  or  two  individuals,  who  knew  more 
about  the  rightfulness  of  the  establishment  and  ot  the  in- 
terests of  the  academy,  than  all  the  rest  of  the  board! 

It  is  earnestly  to  be  wished  that  our  merchants,  and 
other  dealers  in  exchange,  would  alter  the  terms  in 
which  their  sales  or  purchases  are  made.  The  old  false 
par  of  exchange  with  London,  as  established  by  laws  ot 
the  United  States,  was  444  cents  the  £ sterling — and  the 
universal  practice  was  to  sell  or  buy  bills  at  such  and 
such  an  advance  or  discount  on  this  arbitrary  value — the 
real  average  i>ar  being  8 or  9 per  cent  above  it.  But 
now,  as  our  legal  value  of  the  £ sterling  is  placed  at  480 
cents,  why  not  sell  exchanges  by  so  many  cents  to  the 

ound  sterling?  The  people,  in  their  small  dealings, 

ave  4^  pennies,  their  fippenny  bits,  and  six  pences,  8tc. 
according  to  the  old  currencies  in  the  several  states,  and 
will  long  have  them;  but  with  the  merchants  the  reform 
proposed  may  be  easily  made,  and  every  body  interested 
understands  it,  or  may  understand  it,  in  10  minutes.  In 
addition  to  there  being  something  national  in  this  matter, 
the  calculations  are  much  more  easily  made. 

The  last  year's  export  of  cotton  was  the  heaviest  ever 
made  from  the  United  States,  but  the  current  year, 
(commencing  on  the  1st  October,  1833),  will  probably  be 
much  heavier. 

From  Oct.  1,  1832  to  July  26,  1833,  there  were  ex- 
ported from  Charleston  21,788  bales  sea  island  and 
168,598  upland — -together  190,386  bales;  but  from  OcL 
1,  1833,  to  26th  July,  1834,  17,190  bales  sea  island,  and 
222,661  upland — together  239,851  bales — increase  49,465 
bales.  Tliere  may  be  a falling  off  at  other  ports. 

The  Cliarleston  paper  has  also  another  table  shewing 
that,  in  the  lime  above  given,  in  the  last  year,  276,531 
bales  of  cotton  were  sent  from  the  southern  to  the  north- 
ern ports — but  only  240,621  bales  in  the  current  year, 
same  time — decrease  36,000  bales.  This  decrease,  how- 
ever, may  either  show  an  altered  course  of  ti-ade  or  a di- 
minished domestic  consumption,  but  is  not  conclusive  as 
to  either — though  a reduced  consumption  has  probably 
happened,  notwithstanding  the  many  new  and  large  cot- 
ton mills  which  were  prepared  for  operation  in  the  pros- 
perous years  of  1832  and  1833,  and  the  new  demands  of 
a rapidly  increasing  population. 

From  what  we  see  stated,  our  products  of  cotton  are 
stiil  rapidly  advancing,  and  may  soon  be  expected  to 
amount  to  1,500,000  bales — and  yet  the  price  is  a rather 
high  one!  We  were  of  those  who  thought  that  there 
would  soon  be  an  end  to  its  increased  ju'oduction — plac- 
ing some  limits  to  the  progress  of  scientific  power,  as 
applied  to  its  manufacture.  We  still  think  that  the 
price  must  decline;  but  the  quantity  required  seems  yet 
without  bounds,  the  reduced  and  reducing  cost  of  cotton 
fabrics  continually  adding  to  the  consumption  of  the 
material.  The  inhabitants  of  the  earth  owe  more  of 
their  comforts  to  a humble  Yankee  schoolmaster,  Whit- 
ney, the  inventor  of  the  cotton  gin,  and  an  English  bar- 
ber, JIrkrwright,  the  inventor  of  the  spinning  jenny,  than 


to  all  the  mere  conquerors  that  the  world  has  seen.  Yet, 
in  the  doctrines  of  Cobhett,  the  first  should  have  remained 
a ploughman  on  his  father’s  farm  and  the  other  been 
content  with  shaving  off  men’s  beards.  Cobbett  has 
some  disciples  in  the  United  Stales.  One  of  the  strong- 
est minded  and  most  useful  members  of  our  senate,  and 
one  of  the  most  unassuming  gentlemen  to  be  met  with, 
is  called  the  “0/«o //«s//er,”  by  persons  produced,  per- 
haps, in  the  foulest  sources  of  population,  and  “raised” 
in  so  great  obscurity  that  nobody  knows  more  of  them 
than  their  present  prostitutions,  or  will  remember  them 
after  they  sliall  be  “used  up”  in  the  filthy  purposes  to 
which  they  are  assigned.  And  what  may  not  be  said  of 
Mr.  Cobbett  himself,  in  these  respects? 

Oliver  Ev'ans  prophesieej  that  the  time  would  come 
when  steam  engines  would  be  used  for  the  common  pur- 
poses of  housewifery,  and  that  there  would  be  one  in 
every  large  establishment,  for  washing  clothes,  scrubbing 
floors,  churning  butter,  and  other  purposes!  And  the 
New  York  Times  says — 

Small  portable  steam  engines,  three  feet  square,  have  been 
invented,  which,  at  an  expense  of  a tender  and  one  hundred 
weight  of  coals  per  day,  lift  two  tons  and  a half  of  brick  and 
mortar  daily,  to  the  height  of  a four  story  building.  The  whols 
apparatus  can  be  carried  on  a cart. 

A Poughkeepsie  paper  of  July  SO,  says — 

An  eastern  manufacturer  recently  purchased  the  fleeces  of 
the  superfine  flock  of  Saxony  sheep  belonging  to  Henry  Swift, 
esq.  of  our  village,  at,  as  we  understand,  75,  cents,  and  other 
inferior  lots  of  Saxony  have  been  sold  at  .55  to  62^  cents.  Me- 
rino and  lower  grades  are  still  neglected.  The  demand  is  steady 
and  to  manufacturers  only.  Large  shipments  ate  now  being 
made  fur  the  east. 

A law  having  been  passed  in  Tennessee  against  gam- 
bling, making  the  exhibition  of  the  game  of  faro  punisha- 
ble by  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary — it  was 
attempted  to  avoid  the  law  by  making  some  changes  in  the 
game,  and  calling  it  “forty-eight.”  T’he  courts  have 
ruled  that  it  is  the  same  game,  in  the  meaning  of  the 
statute,  and  sentenced  a person  accordingly  to  tw  o years 
confinement. 

About  204,000  tons  of  coal  had  arrived  by  W'ay  of  the 
Schuylkill  and  Delaware,  in  the  present  year,  up  to  the 
1st  August,  or  75,000  tons  less  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year;  and  the  slock  on  hand  at  Philadelphia  is  heavy. 

Balloons  must  soon  lose  all  pretensions  to  novelty  in 
our  cities,  so  numerous  are  candidates  for  fame — ia 
rising. 

Mr.  Ash,  of  Baltimore,  made  a beautiful  ascension  in 
his  balloon,  from  Analoslin  island,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  30lh  inst.  in  the  presence  of  many  thou- 
sand spectators. 

And  ]\Ir.  Durant  made  one  at  Boston  in  the  evening  of 
the  31st  ult.  He  ascended  a mile  and  a half,  and  travel- 
led 30  miles,  in  a direct  line,  in  1/j.  10m.  and  fell  into 
the  sea  10  miles  from  Marblehead,  where  he  was  happi- 
ly picked  up  by  a schooner,  soon  after  his  descent.  It  is 
supposed  that  from  20  to  30,000  persons  were  present  to 
witness  his  ascension. 

Mr.  Parker,  also,  made  a second  ascent  from  Fair 
Mount,  Baltimore,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  accompa- 
nied by  a young  ladj"^.*  He  rose  to  a great  lieight  over 
the  city,  and  the  upper  current  of  air  cairied  him  south 
some  distance  below  Fort  McHenry,  when,  having  de- 
scended, he  met  with  another  current  of  air  which  carried 
him  north;  but  the  balloon  having  lost  much  of  its  ascen- 
sive  power,  fell  until  the  car  touched  the  water  of  the  ri- 
ver, in  the  ship  channel,  between  the  fort  and  Fell’s  Point. 
Many  boats  were  immediately  at  hand — btit  the  young 
lady  being  taken  from  the  car,  it  was  so  manageil,  by 
ropes,  that  the  balloon,  yet  inflated,  with  Mr.  Parker  ia 
his  place,  was  towed  over  the  tops  of  the  houses,  to  Fair 
Mount,  from  whence  it  started.  This  balloon,  soon  af- 
ter its  ascent,  took  a rotarj'  motion,  and  continued  it  for 

*The  one  originally  designed  to  ascend,  was  loo  heavy — the 
heat  of  the  weather,  or  something  else,  having  prevented  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  ascensive  power  desired — and  she  reluctantly  re- 
signed her  place  to  a young  girl,  who  waved  her  flag  without 
seeming  apprehension  of  the  danger  to  which  she  was  exposed. 
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* considerable  lime.  It  was  a grand  exhibition — but 
such  things  are  not  new  to  us. 

The  su])reme  court  of  errors,  at  Brooklyn,  Connecti- 
cut, has  decided  llial  a certain  law  of  that  slate  is  consti- 
tutional, inasmuch  as  blacks  are  not  citizens  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
jury  returned  a verdict  against  Miss  Crandall,  on  account 
of  her  school,  &c.  The  defendant’s  counsel,  however, 
filed  a bill  of  exceptions,  and  the  case  lies  over  for  fur- 
Iher  argument. 

We  have  more  than  once  mentioned  INIr.  Burden's 
steamboat,  and  regret  to  hear  that,  just  when  the  value  of 
his  invention  was  about  to  be  fairly  tested,  she  has  been 
wrecked— 

We  are  sorry  to  learn,  says  the  Albany  Evening  Journal,  that 
the  injury  to  Mr.  Iturden’s  steamboat  is  more  serious  than  we 
supposed  yesterday.  Both  cylinders  are  entirely  desttoyed. 
The  loss,  we  understand,  will  not  fall  below  ^'fc,000.  Nor  did 
the  accident  occur  as  we  first  heard.  The  channel  was  ob- 
structed by  vessels,  between  one  of  which,  atid  the  dam.  the 
boat  had  to  pass.  Finding  the  passage  too  narrow,  the  pilot 
first  rang  his  bell  to  “stop  her,”  and  then  to  “go  hack.”  The 
last  bell  the  engineer  mistook  for  one  to  “go  a head,”  whicli 
brought  her  up  on  the  dam. 

Mr.  Wilde  in  a late  speech,  quoting  from  some  friend 
says — “Putting  down  corruption  by  em[)loying  state 
banks  in  the  place  of  the  batik  of  the  United  States,  is 
like  promoting  temperance  by  establishing  five  huudred 
^rog  shops  in  place  of  one  wholesale  grocery.”  [^dug-.  Set. 

Mr.  Tipton,  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  has  ad- 
dressed the  people  of  Indiana,  at  considerable  length,  on 
the  state  of  public  affairs,  from  which  the  following  is 
extracted: 

“A  bill  passed  both  houses  of  congress  appropriating  money 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  river,  but  to  this  bill, 
so  impmtant.  to  Indiana  and  Illinois,  the  president  of  llie  Uuiied 
States  lias  seen  fit  to  refn.se  his  sanction.  'l’lii.s  extraordinary 
procedure  i.^,  in  my  opinion,  irreconcileable  with  his  approval 
of  hills  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Cumberland  and  the 
Hudson  rivers,  unless  the  advocates  of  this  policy  seek  to  shel- 
ter themselves  by  claiming  more  for  rivers  watering  the  slates 
of  Tennessee  and  New  York  tlian  they  are  willing  to  allow  to 
the  rivers  ofliidiaiia  and  Illinois. 

^‘This  is  a subject  llial  addresses  itself  to  the  sober  senses  of 
ieyery  man  in  the  community,  vvlio  lakes  any  interest  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  west.  The  people  of  Indiana 
.would  do  well  upon  all  future  occasions  to  pause  before  they 
lend  a blind  support  to  men  of  doubtful  politics;  for  if  we  give 
up  internal  improvements,  a protective  tariff,  and  the  regulation 
of  the  cutrency,  what  is  left  us  worth  contending  for.? 

“Had  the  bill  for  improving  the  Wabasli  become  a law,  w'e 
could  truly  have  said  that  more  had  been  done  for  Indiana  this 
year,  than  during  any  former  session  of  congress,  excepting, 
perhaps,  that  of  1826-7,  when  the  grant  of  land  was  obtained  for 
our  canal.  Its  failure  is  in  no  wise  attributable  to  inattention 
or  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  your  delegation,  and  must  be 
deeply  deplored  by  every  friend  of  the  slate. 

“Let  U3  not  despair,  however,  of  ultimate  success  in  our 
laudable  undertakings  to  improve  onr  country  by  constructing 
canals  and  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  our  rivers. 
We  have  commenced  and  have  a right  to  look  for  aid  from  the 
general  government,  and  llie  ojiposiiion  of  no  one  individual, 
however  elevated  he  may  be,  can  long  resist  the  will  of  tlie 
freemen  of  the  west,  when  expressed  through  the  ballot  boxes. 
Your  most  obedient  servant,  John  Tivton.” 

The  line  between  constitntio7ial  and  iinco7istiiutional 
appropriations  of  money  for  making  public  improve- 
ments, has  been  so  finely  drawn,  in  latter  years,  that  we 
know  not  where  it  lies.  The  Hudson  being  a tide-iuater 
stream,  jierhaps,  may  not  stand  precisely  in  the  same 
case  as  the  Wabash — ^but  it  is  difficult  to  say  in  what  re- 
spect tlie  character  of  the  Wabash  differs  from  that  of  the 
.Cumberland!  And  if  tide-water  works  such  great  dis- 
tinction, no  claims  for  appropriations  should  be  prefer- 
red on  behalf  of  the  mighty  rivers  of  the  west!  To  them 
the  decree  of  the  council  of  Ca^ile  may  be  applied — “if 
God  had  intended  tlipt  they  should  be  navigatt^,  he  would 
himself  liave  made  them  navigable!” 

The  New  York  Star  announces  the  death  of  judge 
Johnson,  of  South  Carolina,  at  Brooklyn,  on  Monday, 
under  the  following  circumstances: 

He  had  arrived  liere  some  weeks  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  pla- 
cing himieJf  under  the  charge  of  an  eminent  medical  practition- 


er of  this  city,  having  for  some  time  suffered  with  an  affection 
of  the  jaw,  to  eradicate  which  it  required  he  should  nndergu 
the  mo.st  painful  surgical  operation.  Dr.  Mott,  of  this  city, 
was  selected  loi  the  purpose,  who  expressed  his  opinion  of  the 
inability  of  tlie  judge  to  survive  tlie  operation.  With  a know- 
lego  of  the  expression  of  the  surgeon,  he  still  determined  u|>- 
011  placing  liiiiiself  nnder  his  hand.-;  and  wiiliont  the  aid  of 
frieiids,or  being  bound,  lie  siibiiiitted,  with  the  nimosl  fortitude 
and  calmncs.^,  to  the  most  e.xcruciating  tortures;  liul  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour  alter  the  completion  of  the  riocior’s  la- 
bors, be  (lii.'d  of  exliansiion,  produced  by  the  sudden  re-aciioii 
of  the  nerves,  which  had  been  excited  to  ilieir  nimost  power  in 
bouyiiig  lip  bis  mind  tlironglioiU  Uie  whole  of  the  operation. 
The  judge  was  in  his  64ih  year,  and  was  an  associate  justice  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  Lhiiied  States. 

The  remains  of  judge  Johnson  were  interred  with  the 
highest  marks  of  respect. 

Hied,  at  his  residence  near  Lawrencebnrgh,  Indiana, 
on  the  27tb  ult.  col.  ZeMdon  Pike,  aged  83  years.  He 
was  a brave  captain  in  many  of  the  battles  of  the  revolu- 
tion, a colonel  in  St.  Clair’s  expedition  against  the  In- 
dians, and  father  of  gen.  Pike,  killed  at  York,  in  the  last 
war — and  one  of  the  benefactors  of  mankind. 

Sever.al  horrid  accidents  have  lately  happened  by  the 
use  of  the  spirit  gas  lamps.  We  do  not  much  deal  in 
“tales  of  teiTor” — but  the  following  narrative,  from  the 
“New  York  Courier”  of  Monday  last,  is  inserted  at 
length,  by  way  of  record,  and  as  a fearful  caution. 

On  Saturday  night,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1,  Mr.  John 
Signer,  grocer,  of  161  Anthony  street,  having  closed  his  store 
look  a small  lamp  which  was  burning,  to  replenish  it  with  that 
liiglily  dangerous  and  inflammable  liquor  composed  of  alchohol 
and  spirits  of  turpentine.  Having  unscrewed  the  top  of  the 
lamp,  he  laid  the  wick  still  burning  on  the  connler,  and  brought 
the  can  containing  nearly  a gallon  of  the  compound,  from  which 
he  attempted  to  pour  a quantity  into  the.  lamp. 

In  an  instant  the  flame  from  the  wick  communicated  with 
the  liquor  which  caused  the  can  to  explode,  and  covered  the 
unfortunate  man  willi  its  buniing  contents.  His  w’ife  on  hear- 
ing his  cries  hastened  to  his  assistance,  and  in  a moment  was 
also  wrapt  in  flames  from  head  to  foot.  A young  woman  living 
with  them,  tiamed  Eliza  Reynoldson,  was  in  the  store  at  the 
moment  of  the  explosion,  and  endeavored  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  but  her  own  dress  having  caught  fire,  she  was  so  badly 
burnt  that  she  w ill  probably  lose  the  use  of  one  of  her  eyes. 

Except  two  infant  children,  there  were  no  other  persons  in  the 
house,  and  the  whole  family  would  have  been  burnt  to  death 
liad  not  a young  man  named  James,  a pilot,  who  was  passing 
at  the  lime,  and  heard  the  shrieks  of  the  snfl'erers,  hurst  open 
the  door,  and  rushing  in,  smothered  tlie  blaze  on  the  dress  of 
the  servant  girl. 

Mrs.  Signer  ran  into  the  street  with  her  clothes  burning,  and 
fell  down  scrc.nming  on  the  side  walk.  One  or  two  persons 
came  to  her  assistance,  and  wrapped  a blanket  and  otlier  bed 
coverings  about  her  person,  all  of  which  were  literally  burned 
through  before  the  flames  vx’ere  completely  extinguished. 

Mr.  Signer,  maddened  with  agony,  ran  to  a water  butt  at  the 
back  of  the  yard,  into  which  he  plunged.  During  all  the  time 
he  was  in  flames  he  never  uttered  a groan,  until  his  clothes 
were  lorn  off  his  body,  and  the  fire  smothered.  He  then  sunk 
down,  exclaiming,  “Oh  God!  I am  a done  man.”  The  poor 
sufferers  were  taken  and  laid  on  a bed,  where  they  received 
every  attention  that  medical  skill  could  devise.  Tliey  lingered 
in  the  greatest  possible  agony  for  some  hours,  until  death  put  a 
period  to  their  misery. 

The  injury  they  sustained  was  almost  too  shocking  for  de- 
scription. Their  hair,  eye  brows  and  lashes,  were  entirely 
singed  off,  and  the  whole  surface  of  their  body  was  a complete 
blister.  After  death  decomposition  proceeded  so  rapidly,  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  bury  them  as  soon  as  possible;  and 
by  half  past  eleven  o’clock  they  were  both  laid  in  the  grave. 

Daring  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  4,209  fo- 
reigners, chiefly  Germans,  arrived  at  Baltimore.  Nine- 
teen vessels  lately  arrived  at  Quebec,  in  two  days,  with 
2,194  emigrants,  chiefly  Irish.  Nearly  35,000  have  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  and  many  at  other  places,  in  the  pre- 
sent season— and  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe  that  the 
United  States  and  Canada  will  have  received  more  than 
100,000  Europeans  before  the  end  of  the  present  year — 
perhaps  a much  larger  amount,  for  it  is  said  that  60,000 
were  prepared  to  leave  Bremen,  only ! Many  of  the  latter 
are  well  provided  for — though  we  had  several  shipments 
of  disgusting  paupers  or  beggars  from  Germany,  a year 
or  two  ago. 

A large  party  of  emigrants,  among  whom  is  gen.  H. 
A.  S.  JDearbomt,  late  a member  of  congress  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, was  :about  to  leave  New  England,  and  settle 
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in  Illinois.  The  “nortliern  liive”  has  already,  perliaps, 
furnished  about  one-half  the  present  population  of  New 
York,  and  of  the  western  states,  generally. 

A few  cases  very  closely  resembling  the  “Asiatic  cho- 
lera,” if  not  really  that  disease,  have  happened  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  two  or  three  of  which  terminated  fa- 
tally; but  these  were  sporadic  cases,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
an  epidemic  type  will  not  be  assumed. 

Several  days  have  elapsed,  without  the  appearance  of 
any  new  cases — and,  though  the  last  weekly  bill  of  mor- 
tality shews  the  large  amount  of  248  interments,  none 
were  caused  by  malignant  or  epidemic  diseases — 132 
were  under  two  years  old,  39  died  of  consumption,  30  of 
convulsions,  11  drinking  cold  water,  9 apoplexy,  and 
many  others  suddenly.  The  continued  heat  has  been 
very  fatal  to  life. 

The  health  of  Quebec  and  Montreal  is  said  to  be  much 
improved — but  in  the  vast  crowds  of  poor  emigrants,  and 
in  such  hot  weather,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  these 
places  should  be  free  from  a much  increased  bills  of 
mortality,  and  on  some  days  50  or  00  persons  are  inter- 
red at  Montreal.  The  cholera  has  made  its  appearance 
at  Toronto  (late  York)  Upper  Canada, and  the  court  had 
been  adjourned  and  jury  dismissed,  on  account  of  it. 

Cases  of  cholera  are  mentioned  as  having  happetied  at 
Washington,  Pa.  Wellsburgh,  Va.,  atRushville  and  Pe- 
kin, Illinois,  at  Chareton  and  Liberty,  Missouri,  and 
many  other  places  in  the  west.  It  is  reported  that  seve- 
ral of  th.2  “Mormons”  had  died  of  this  disease.  The 
health  of  Cincinnati  is  not  good,  but  the  prevalent  dis- 
eases are  not  epidemics,  and  the  cholera  cases  were  on 
the  decline.  For  the  week  ending  July  23,  the  deaths 
by  cholera  were  23 — in  the  next  week  there  were  otdy 
12. 

The  health  of  Baltimore  is  rather  better,  we  think, 
than  it  generally  is,  at  this  season  of  heat,  and  of  cucum- 
bers and  melons  and  fruits. 

It  is  officially  published  that  the  following  banks,  in 
addition  to  those  heretofore  mentioned,  have  been  se- 
lected by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money: 

The  Moyamensing  bank,  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Michigan,  at 
Detroit,  r 

Spain  is  even  yet  the  “paradise  of  priests.”  In  the 
existence  of  such  facts  as  those  stated  below,  can  it  be 
expected  tliat  the  people  of  that  country  should  be  other- 
wise than  poor  and  miserable,  ignorant  and  debased,  fa- 
natic and  superstitious? 

A curious  slaleincnt  has  been  puhlislied  by  one  of  the  papers 
in  Madrid,  respecting  the  number  and  revenues  of  the  Spanish 
clergy.  From  it,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  buildings  ap 
propriated  to  religious  purposes  tliroiighout  Spain,  is  28,249; 
that  that  of  the  clergy  is  159,322,  and  that  of  the  friars  and  nuns 
96,878.  The  entire  amount  of  the  ecclesiastical  revenues  is 
calculated  to  be  $50,000,000,  and  of  this  sum  the  part  consumed 
by  them  is  shown  to  exceed  the  whole  revenue  of  the  state  by 
some  $8,000,000. 

The  infamous  general  Moreno  having  arrived  in  Eng- 
land in  the  train  of  Don  Carlos,  a call  was  made  in  par- 
liament for  certain  papers  referring  to  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Boyd,  a British  subject,  who,  with  gen.  Torrijos,  and 
others,  was  inveigled  by  Moreno,  and  slaughtered  by 
him  at  Malaga,  in  1831.  It  was  believed  that  the  law  of 
Bations  would  not  reach  this  case,  Torrijos  having  con- 
templated a revolution  in  Spain — but,  it  being  under- 
stood that  a personal  action,  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  would  He  against  Moreno,  he  speedily  with- 
drew to  the  continent. 

The  following  paragraphs  relating  to  New  Holland, 
are  interesting— they  are  taken  from  late  London  papers: 
The  ship  Bussorah  Merchant,  has  arrived  at  Sydney,  New 
South  Wales,  with  215  females.  A resident  of  great  respecta- 
bility says — “you  would  be  a.-<tonished  to  see  with  what  avidity 
the  respectable  colonists  sought  the  services  of  these  young  wo- 
uieii;  ill  the  first  thn^  days  about  180  were  engaged,  and  the 
Others  will,  no  doubt,  go  off  immediately.  The  ecuue  was  real 


ly  most  interesting;  it  was  like  a country  fair  more  tlian  any 
thing  else.  Such  an  iiiiportHlinii  as  this,  will  be  to  ilie  morals 
of  this  country,  as  so  imich  purified  gold;  and  who  knows  but 
from  these  free  women  or  their  descendants  we  shall  have  some 
of  the  future  senators  of  Australia.’  Englisli  country  people  are 
what  we  want,  that  is,  people  to  go  inio  the  country  and  labor 
there;  not  pco|ile  from  your  towns,  for  they  slay  about  towns, 
and  are  diones  in  the  hive,  and  commonly  worse.  1 could  set- 
tle 100  small  families  on  different  parts  of  my  estate,  give  them 
land  ami  m.nke  them  comfoitable.” 

A letter  from  New  South  Wales  gives  the  following  schedule 
of  the  properly  of  Samuel  Terry,  w ho  was  sent  from  England  a 
crown  prisoner.  Mr.  T.  has  acquired  the  properly  since  his 
emancipation.  His  several  estates  contain  upward.s  of  100,000 
acres.  His  property  in  the  town  of^ydney  brings  him  £10,000 
per  annum,  and  his  uniire  income  is  estimated  at  six  times  that 
amoiinl;  this  arises  chiefly  from  mi.rigages  at  12  per  cent.  He 
has  15,000  sheep,  17,000  head  of  horned  cattle,  and  400  brood 
mares. 

The  Australian  of  the  22d  May, contains  the  following  ac- 
count of  the  present  population  of  New  South  Wales.  About 
2,000  are  estimated  to  have  arrived  since  the  returns  were 
taken:  “Tlie  total  number  at  the  taking  of  the  census,  exclu- 
sive of  the  military,  is  55,591.  Of  these  there  are  15,518  free 
male  inhabitants  above  12  years  of  age,  and  5,068  under  that 
age — 19,381  is  the  number  of  male  convicts,  making  the  total 
male  population  of  the  colony  39,970.  Of  females,  the  number 
free  above  12  years  is  8,254,  under  12  is  4,755 — female  prisoners 
2.612;  making  in  all  15,621  females  in  the  colony,  and  forming  a 
proportion  of  nearly  2J  males  to  one  female.  Of  different  reli- 
gious persuasions  there  are  38,573  Piolestanls;  15,165  Roman 
Catholics;  .307  Jews;  41  Pagans;  and  1,505  uncerlaiii.  The 
number  of  free  Roman  Catholics  is  8,168,  or  about  one  fourth 
of  the  free  population.  3'lie  proportion  of  Prulesianls  to  Catho- 
lics, not  free,  is  about  three  to  one. 

A company  of  Quakers  have  purchased  land  at  the  settle- 
ment of  St.  George’s  sound,  New  South  Wales,  to  the  amount 
of  £30,000. 

The  British  government  has  resolved  to  fortn  a new  settle- 
ment on  the  soiilherii  coast  of  Australia,  near  Spencer’s  gulf, 
which  contains  a harbor,  named  Port  Lincoln,  of  sufficient  ca- 
pacity to  contain  in  its  three  coves  all  the  navy  of  England. 
Captain  Stuart,  of  the  39th  regiment,  reports  that  5,000,000 
acres  of  the  richest  land  he  ever  saw  approximates  on  St.  Vin- 
cent’s gulf,  and  abuts  on  the  Murray  river,  which  is  navigable 
for  large  craft  for  100  miles  in  an  easterly  direction;  Kangaroo 
island  lies  off  the  entrance  of  these  tw’o  gulfs,  and  abounds  in 
salt,  fish,  scal.«,  kangaroos,  and  possesses  a good  soil.  The 
whole  lies  in  latitude  from  34  to  36  S.  and  in  longitude  E.  from 
136  to  140.  Alt  interesting  feature  in  the  establishment  is,  that 
all  the  land  is  to  be  sold,  and  the  produce  is  to  be  expended  in 
the  enconragemenl  of  agricultural  families  to  emigrate.  It  is, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  several  officers  who  have  examin- 
ed it,  a land  of  corn,  wine  and  oil. 

A great  empire  is  building  up  in  Australia — and  its 
commerce  will  soon  have  much  influence  over  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  England;  anti  the  people  of  other  na- 
tions w'ill  feel  it.  The  force  of  the  free  emigration  will 
rapidly  increase,  and  gather  strength  as  it  proceeds,  for 
the  cheapness  of  land,  and  the  mildness  and  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  are  strong  temptations  to  the  laboring  poor. 
Thus  England  may  be  relieved  of  her  surplus  popula- 
tion, and  her  poor  rates  reduced,  while  making  large 
profits  on  the  commerce  with  those  that  were  burthen- 
some  to  her. 

The  British  cabinet,  as  at  present  composed,  consists 
of  the  following  individuals: 

Earl  Grey,  first  lord  of  the  treasury;  lord  Brougham,  lord 
chancellor;  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  lord  president;  earl  of  Car- 
lisle, lord  privy  seal;  lord  Althorp,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer; 
lord  Holland,  duchy  of  Lancaster;  lord  Palmerston,  foreign  se- 
cretary; lord  Melbourne,  home  secretary;  right  hon.T.  S.  Rice, 
colonial  secretary;  lord  Auckland,  first  lord  of  the  admiralty; 
right  hon.  C.  Grant,  president  of  the  board  of  control;  lord  John 
Russel,  paymaster  of  the  forces;  right  hon.  E.  Ellice,  secretary 
at  war;  right  hon.  James  Abercromby,  master  of  the  mint. 

The  other  changes  involved  in  the  late  resignations 
and  their  consequences,  are— 

Marquis  of  Conynham,  postmaster  general;  Mr.  Cuilar  F«r- 
guKson,  Judge  advocate  general;  Mr.  F.  T.  Baring,  secretary  of 
the  treasury;  capt.  Byng,  one  of  the  lords  of  treasury. 

— *C® 

LOUISIANA  ELECTIONS. 

GOVERNOR. 

White. 

Plaquemines 17 

St.  Bernard 163 

Orleans 9.58 

Jefferson 146 

St.  Charles 66 

St.  John  Baptist 160 


Dawson. 

110 

21 

349 

40 

46 

18 
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Ascensiun 


East  Baton  Rouge.. 
West  Baton  Rouge. 


Livingston. 


Ouacltita. 


Toiai, 


, . .284 

110 

,..226 

48 

31 

18 

,..155 

27 

,..208 

88 

207 

23 

,..87 

112 

271 

,..60 

490 

...12 

264 

...32 

182 

139 

...213 

92 

...350 

43 

184 

. ..388 

248 

136 

. . .278 

330 

215 

...63 

1.53 

106 

...  .59 

49 

83 

tnqf.  31 

6,018 

4,474 

4,474 

. 1 .544 

Another  account  says  that  Mr.  White’s  actual  majority  is 
,640. 


CONGRESS  RETURNS. 


ls<  district. 

Johnson.  Gayarre.  NichoUs. 

Plamiemines 

25 

106 

3 

Bt.  Bernard 

16 

174 

00 

Orleans 

780 

688 

12 

Jefferson 

85 

120 

00 

St.  Charles 

14 

81 

00 

St.  John  Baptist 

166 

66 

00 

St.  James 

207 

140 

47 

Ascension 

100 

4 

159 

Assumption 

480 

4 

79 

Lafourche 

389 

00 

175 

Terrebopne 

J55 

1 

48 

2,417 

1,384 

523 

Majority  (over  both)  for  Mr.  Johnson) 

,510. 

•a 

Sd  distrUt. 

s 

« 

1 

o 

A 

a 

« 

s 

Iberville 

152 

137 

7 

00 

00 

Livingston 

7 

55 

60 

49 

00 

West  Baton  Rouge 

148 

35 

00 

00 

00 

Polnte  Coupee 

84 

65 

49 

00 

00 

Bast  Baton  Rouge 

219 

153 

13 

3 

00 

East  Feliciana 

114 

48 

18 

124 

00 

West  Feliciana 

69 

369 

00 

U1 

00 

St.  Helena 

00 

116 

00 

135 

00 

St.  Tammany 

88 

38 

79 

7 

00 

Washington 

19 

146 

26 

5 

00 

900 

1,162 

258 

434 

00 

Ripley’s  majority  over  Chinn, 

262. 

3d  district. 

Garland. 

Walker. 

St.  Mary 

76 

St.  Martins 

31 

Lafayette 

132 

St.  Landry 

164 

Nachitoches 

Claiborne 

382 

Rapides 

202 

Avoyelles 

123 

Catahoula 

150 

Ouachita 

Carroll 

■ 

....  28 

77 

X^oncordia. 

....  69 

41 

1,989 

1,378 

Majority  for  Garland, 


611 


Tlie  following  lively  article  from  the  New  Orleans  Courier, 
on  the  result  of  the  Louisiana  elections,  deserves  a record  as 
^ell  for  its  good  humor  as  its  wit. 

“Our  opponents  have  beaten  us  most  shamefully;  and,  to 
mortify  us  as  much  as  possible,  they  mustered  a strong  force, 
and  with  music  at  itsiiead,  paraded  the  streets  until  a late  hour 
in  the  morning,  disturbing  the  slumbers  of  honest  democrats 
with  as  unwelcome  sounds  as  ever  fell  upon  their  ear.s.  We 
rhad  got  into  our  second  nap,  and  into  a delightful  dream  about 
tthe  honors  that  were  to  fell  to  our  lot  and  to  tlte  lot  of  our 


friends,  in  a certain  event,  when  the  dream  destroying  music 
passe  d unper  our  window.  ‘Hurrah  for  White!’  cried  a fellow 
just  as  we  popped  our  head  out  of  the  casement.  ‘Hurrah  for 
D.iwson!’  nmitcrtal  we,  popping  our  head  in  again  as  soon  as 
pos.-ible.  What  a villainous  world  is  this,  thought  we,  at  that 
moment,  where  one  part  of  the  people  are  so  immoral  and  irre- 
ligious, as  ofienly  to  rejoice  at  tlie  misfortunes  of  another;  and 
we  SI  ttled  the  thing  in  our  own  mind,  before  we  again  went  to 
sleep,  that  if  we  had  been  victorious,  we  would  neither  have 
ciowed  nor  cackled,  but  would  have  retired  to  rest  as  we  did 
tinder  deleat,  like  peaceful  citizens,  at  an  early  hour.  But 
there  is  no  accounting  for  the  conduct  of  some  folks.  We  un- 
derstand that  our  cotemporary  ol  the  Bee  was  particularly  ho- 
nored by  the  serenaders,  and  that  the  ‘Dead  March’  (some  say 
the  ‘Rogue’s’)  was  struck  up  before  his  office,  and  played  with 
great  applause.  We  are  no  judge  of  music  ourself,  but  we 
thought  the  tune  inflicted  upon  us  was,  ‘There  is  no  luck  about 
the  house.’  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  a very  good  tune,  and 
very  well  played — and  we  are  always  thankful  for  small  favors. 

“ W«  have  made  diligent  inquiries,  and  we  cannot  learn  that 
there  was  a single  Dawson  man  concerned  in  the  last  night’s 
serenade.  The  Daw.«ori  men  went  to  bed  as  soon  as  the  last 
vote  was  counted — some  of  them  a little  before;  not  that  they 
had  the  horrors,  as  their  enemies  maliciou.sly  nfriim,but  that 
they  were  indi.-posed,  under  the  circumstance.s,  to  lake  any 
part  in  tlie  proceedings  which  had  for  their  oliject  the  disturb- 
ance of  their  fellow-citizens  at  the  midnight  hour.  It  was  high- 
ly creditable  to  them  not  to  do  so,  and  we  mention  the  fact  as 
an  example  of  their  punctilious  regard  for  the  peace  and  order  of 
the  city. 

“We  could  explain  the  causes  of  our  defeat  in  the  city  elec- 
tion; but  as  it  would  not  reduce  a single  vote  of  the  416  majo- 
rity given  to  our  opponents,  it  is  just  as  well,  perhaps,  to  say 
nothing  on  the  subject.  It  is  true  we  have  been  defeated,  but 
vve  have  not  been  conquered.  Our  principles  are  the  same, 
yesterday,  to  day,  and  to  morrow,  and  in  defence  of  them,  we 
will  die  in  the  last  ditch,  or  suffer  martyrdom  at  the  slake.” 

— ® ■ 

THE  QUADRUPLE  TREATY. 

Paris.  June  19.  We  have  received  from  Madrid  the  follow- 
ing co|iy  of  Die  treaty  between  the  four  powers: 

Her  majesty  the  queen  regent  of  Spain,  during  the  minority 
of  her  daughter,  Isabella  II,  queen  of  Spain,  and  his  imperial 
majesty,  the  duke  of  Bragariza,  regent  of  the  kingdom  of  Por- 
tugal and  of  the  Algarves,  in  the  name  of  Domia  Maria  H: 

Perfectly  convinced  tliat  tlie  interest  and  safety  of  the  two 
crowns  require  the  vigorous  and  immediate  employment  of  re- 
ciprocal elforls  to  put  an  end  to  hostilities,  which  having  been 
at  first  directed  to  the  ovei  throw  of  the  tliione  of  Jier  Portu- 
guese majesty,  now  afford  support  and  protection  lo  the  dis- 
contented subjects  of  Spain,  llieir  said  majesties,  desirous  at 
the  same  time  of  providing  the  means  necessary  for  re  estab- 
lishing peace  and  internal  happiness,  and  of  fixing  the  future 
prospects  of  the  two  countries  upon  a solid  and  reciprocal  basis, 
have  agreed  to  unite  their  forces,  with  a view  lo  compel  the 
infante  Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  and  the  infante  Don  Miguel  of 
Portugal,  to  quit  the  domains  of  the  latter  kingdom. 

In  pursuance  of  these  conventions,  their  majesties,  the  re- 
gents, have  applied  to  their  majesties  the  king  of  the  French 
and  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  These  two  last 
princes,  considering  the  interest  they  ought  always  lo  take  in 
the  safety  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  animated  by  the  most 
ardent  desire  lo  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  peace  in  the 
peninsula  as  well  as  in  Europe;  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  con- 
sidering besides,  the  special  obligations  which  emanate  from 
his  ancient  alliance  with  Portugal,  have  consented  to  act  as 
parties  lo  the  said  treaty. 

To  this  efiect  their  majesties  have  appointed  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries in  the  following  order: 

Her  majesty  the  queen  regent  of  Spain — Don  Manuel  Pardo 
Fernandez  de  Pieedo,  Conde  de  Villa  Paternary  de  Florida 
Blanca,  her  mini.ster  plenipotentiary  lo  his  Britannic  majesty; 

His  majesty  the  king  of  the  French — prince  Talleyrand,  his 
ambassador  at  the  court  of  London; 

His  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — viscount 
Palmerston,  his  minister  for  foreign  affairs; 

His  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Bragariza — Don  Chrislobal 
Pedro  de  Moreas  Sarmento,  his  envoy  extraordinary  to  the 
court  ofLondon; 

And  the  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed  upon  the  following  ar- 
ticles— 

Art.  I.  His  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza,  in  the 
name  of  queen  Donna  Maria  II,  engages  to  put  in  action  all 
the  means  in  his  power  to  drive  tire  infante  Don  Carlos  from 
Porlnguese  dominions. 

Art.  II.  Her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain,  on  the  application 
and  request  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza,  hav- 
ing, besides,  very  just  and  very  seriou.s  reprrraches  again.st  the 
infante  Don  Miguel  for  the  support  he  has  afforded  the  infante 
Don  Carlos  of  Spain,  engages  herself  to  send  upon  the  Portu- 
guese territory  a sufficient  number  of  Spanish  troops  to  co-ope- 
rate with  those  of  his  imperial  majesty  in  compelling  Don  Car- 
los of  Spain  and  Don  Miguel  to  quit  the  Portuguese  territory;  the 
queen  of  Spain  engaging  moreover,  to  support,  on  her  own  ao- 
couHt,  and  without  any  charge  upon  Portugal,  the  Spanish 
troops,  which  shall  every  where  be  received  and  treated  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  troops  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  duke  of 
Braganza.  And  her  majesty  engages  to  withdraw  her  troopa 
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from  Portugal  immediately  after  the  expulsion  of  the  two  in- 
fantes shall  be  accomplished,  and  when  the  presence  of  these 
troops  shall  be  no  longer  required  by  her  most  laiihful  majesty 
of  Poriucal. 

Art.  III.  Ilis  majesty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engages  to 
co-operate,  by  employing  a naval  force  to  second  these  opera- 
tions and  other  measures  rendered  necessary  by  this  treaty. 

Art.  IV.  In  case  the  co-operation  t»f  France  shall  be  deemed 
necessary  by  the  high  contracting  parties,  his  majesty  the  king 
of  the  French  engages  to  do  all  which  his  august  allies  siiall  in 
common  accord  determine  upon. 

Art.  V.  The  high  contracting  powers  have  agreed  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  terms  of  the  preceding  articles,  a declaration 
shall  be  immediately  issued,  announcing  to  the  Portuguese  na- 
tion the  principles  and  objects  of  the  pieseiit  treaty;  and  his  im- 
perial majesty  the  duke  of  Braganza,  animated  with  a sincere 
desire  of  etfacing  the  remembrance  of  the  past,  and  of  rallying 
around  the  throne  of  his  daughter  the  whole  nation,  declares 
liis  intenlion  of  publishing  a general  and  coni(dete  amnesty  in 
favor  of  all  the  subject.^  of  her  most  faithful  majesty  who  shall 
within  a time  to  be  fixed  return  to  their  allegiance.  And  the 
said  regent  also  declares  it  to  be  his  intention  to  insure  to  the 
infaute  Don  Miguel,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  left  the  Portuguese 
and  Spanish  territories,  an  income  suitable  to  his  rank  and 
birth. 

Art.  VI.  Her  majesty  the  queen  of  Spain,  by  this  present  ar- 
ticle, declares  her  intention  to  insure  to  the  infant  Don  Carlos, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  have  left  the  Portuguese  and  Spanish  ter- 
ritories. an  income  suitable  to  his  rank  and  birth. 

Art.  VII.  This  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  and  ratifications 
exchanged  at  London  in  a niontli,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  four  above  named  plenipotentiaries 
bave  hereunto  afitxed  their  hands  and  seals  at  London,  this  ^2d 
day  of  April,  1834. 

Signed,  MIA  FLORES, 

TALLEYRAND, 
PAL.VIERSTON, 
MORAES-SARMENTO. 

— fto*.* — 

SPANISH  REGULATIONS  OF  TRADE. 

The  following  royal  order  issued  by  the  Spanish  government, 
regnlatihg  the  trade  biJtween  Spain,  and  other  countries,  par- 
ticularly South  America,  has  been  received  by  the  department 
of  state,  and  translated  for  the  information  of  the  public: 

ROYAL  ORDER. 

Madrid,  May  6lh,  1834. 

Her  majesty,  the  queen  governess,  in  consequence  of  the  ob- 
servations made  by  the  intendent  of  Havana,  respecting  the 
foyal  order  of  November  25th  1830,  imposing  various  additional 
duties  on  colonial  productions  according  to  the  port  from  which 
the  vessels  carrying  them  may  sail,  or  to  which  they  may  be 
bound;  and  iiaviiig  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  general  di- 
rection of  duties,  and  of  the  board  of  tariffs  upon  this  subject, 
has  been  pleased  to  ordain  as  follows: 

1.  The  productions  of  the  dissident  provinces,  situated  north 
of  the  equator,  which  come  directly  to  the  ports  of  entry  of  the 
peninsula  in  foreign  vessels,  shall  pay,  over  and  above  the  duty 
fixed  for  foreign  flags  by  the  larift'  of  February  21st,  1828,  one 
third  more,  as  well  as  the  duty  established  by  the  royal  order  of 
June  7th  1830. 

2.  The  same  productions  of  the  dissident  provinces  situated 
south  of  the  equator,  coming  directly  to  the  ports  of  entry  of 
the  peninsula  in  foreign  vessels,  shall  pay  four-fifths  of  the  duty 
to  which  the  tariflTof  February  21,  1828  subjects  foreign  flags, 
as  also  the  duty  impo.sed  by  the  royal  order  of  June  7th,  1830. 

3.  Productions  coming  from  foreign  ports  of  America  and  the 
West  Indies,  under  a foreign  flag,  to  the  ports  of  entry  of  the 
peninsula,  shall  pay  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  tarifl'  of  im- 
ports. 

4.  The  productions  of  the  dissident  provinces,  situated  either 
north  or  south  of  the  equator,  and  those  of  the  colonies  and  fo- 
reign countries,  which  arrive  in  the  ports  of  entry  of  the  penin- 
sula, coming  from  tlie  warehouses  of  Havana  or  Porto  Rico, 
under  reaister  from  the  same,  shall  pay,  over  and  above  the  du- 
ties fixed  by  the  tariff  of  February  21,  1828,  one-fifth  more,  and 
the  additional  duty  imposed  by  the  royal  order  of  June  7th, 
1830,  provided  they  have  not  touched  at  any  foreign  port  during 
theii  passage.  It'  they  shall  have  touched  at  any  foreign  port 
during  their  passage,  unless  from  stress  of  weather  or  damage, 
<li*y  shall  pay  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  tarifl’of  imports. 

5.  If  the  same  prodin  tions  be  brought  from  the  said  ware- 
houses, under  the  Spanish  flag,  without  touching  at  any  fo- 
reign port  on  the  pass.igi*.  they  shall  simply  pay  the  duties  of 
■the  tarifl'of  Feb.  2ist,  1828,  and  the  additional  duty  imposed  by 
4he  royal  order  of  June  7tli,  1830.  Should  they,  however,  have 
touched  at  any  foreign  port  on  the  passage,  except  from  damage 
or  stress  of  weather,  they  shall  be  considered  as  coming  from 
Chat  port. 

6.  Productions  of  the  dissident  provinces,  colonial  produc- 
tions, and  those  of  foreign  countries,  coming  directly  from  fo- 
reign ports  in  Europe,  either  under  the  Spanish  or  foreign  flag, 
shall  pay  the  duties  established  by  the  tariff' of  import-,  and 
one-third  more,  as  also  the  duty  imposed  by  the  royal  order  of 
June  7tli,  1830. 

7.  These  dispositions  shall  take  effect  120  days  after  the 

date  of  this  royal  order,  as  regards  Uie  |\rovinces  south  of  the 
equator;  and  60  days  after  date  of  the  same,  for  those  lying 
iiof, 111  of  that  hue.  (Signed)  IMAZ. 


COBBETT  ON  EDUCATION. 

We  present  the  remarks  of  the  famous  royalist  or  jacobin, 
William  Cobbett,  on  the  education  of  the  poor,  made  in  the  Bri- 
tish house  of  commons,  oti  the  3d  June  la.<t,  tor  seveial  reusuns 
— but  especially  because,  that  he  is  now  much  lauded  by  cer- 
1.1111  persons  in  the  United  States,  who  have  suddenly  become 
his  friends. 

The  retnark  conccrnitig  the  state  of  crime  iti  New  York,  may 
be  true,  as  stated  by  the  honorable  member— (though  we,  know- 
ing him  of  old,  want  something  better  than  his  word  for  it),  and 
yet  the  inference  which  he  draws  from  it  be  altogether  false — 
for  there  are  very  few  native  American  citizens  who  have  not 
been  educated,  and  hence  the  comparison  dues  not  apply. 

House  of  commons,  lid  June. 

Mr.  Roebuck  having  develojied  his  proposition  respecting  a 
national  system  of  education — 

.Mr.  Cobbett  expressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  scheme  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath  would 
not  be  productive  of  any  good,  and  this  he  thought  he  could 
show  the  hou>e.  On  the  subject  ol  education  in  this  country, 
It  wa.s  not  philosophy  or  reasoning  that  could  guide,  but  recourso 
ought  rather  to  be  had  to  experience.  Every  body  knew  that 
within  the  la»t  35  years  Lancasierian  and  other  schools  had 
been  founded,  and  education  had  increased  twenty  fold;  but 
experience  showed  that  the  morals  of  the  people  had  not  mend- 
ed with  the  increase  of  education.  It  had  even  been  admitted 
that  night  that  drunkenness  had  increased  wondeifully  within 
latter  years,  so  that  education  di<l  not  even  prevent  drunken- 
ness. (“Hear,”  and  a laugh).  He  repeated  that  all  this  in- 
crease of  education  had  not  been  productive  of  any  good,  and 
he  ventured  to  say  that  there  was  not  a single  country  gentle- 
man who  would  not  say  that  the  fathers  of  the  last  generation 
made  better  laborers,  better  servants,  and  better  men  than  their 
sons  of  the  present  generation.  This  proved  that  the  laboring 
classes  were  much  better  without  that  intellectual  enjoyment, 
which  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for  Bath  was  anxious 
to  increase  to  them,  than  they  were  with  it.  What  also  was 
the  state  of  crime  in  Fngland  and  Wales  now,  as  compared 
with  its  amount  at  the  period  the  education  of  the  lower  orders 
of  the  people  began.’  Why,  the  proportion  was  now  at  least 
four  if  not  seven  times  as  great  as  it  was  when  education  com- 
menced. 

[An  honorable  member  intimated  that  the  increase  of  crime 
was  ninefold.] 

Mr.  Cobbett  resumed.  So  much  the  better  for  his  (Mr.  Cob- 
betl’s)  argument.  Within  the  same  period,  too,  the  number  of 
bastards  had  increased  to  a most  prodigious  extent,  so  that  in 
this  respect  the  morality  of  the  people  could  not  be  said  to  have 
been  advanced  by  education.  The  lion,  and  learned  member 
for  Bath  had  contended  that  the  system  of  education  in  this 
country  was  wrong  altogether,  and  had  instanced,  as  an  e.xam- 
ple  worthy  of  imitation,  the  state  of  things  in  New  York,  in 
America,  where  he  had  said  half  a million  of  human  beings 
were  educated,  and  in  the  full  tide  of  enjoyment  of  intellectual 
matter.  He  would  tell  the  honorable  and  learned  member  the 
state  of  things  in  the  district  on  the  condition  of  which  he  relied. 
He  (Mr.  Cobbett)  had  written  to  New  York  for  information 
since  the  subject  was  under  consideration  last  year,  and  he  had 
received  an  account  signed  by  the  recorder  of  New  York,  which, 
though  he  had  it  not  now  with  him,  he  would  produce  to-mor- 
row to  the  honorable  and  learned  gentieman.  This  account 
embraced  a comparative  statement  of  the  number  of  educated 
criminals  and  the  number  of  uneducated  criminals,  and  showed 
a very  considerable  majoiity  of  the  former  over  the  latter.  So 
much  for  education  preventing  crime  either  in  America  or  in 
England.  It  was  a good  people,  and  not  a gabbling  people,  that 
was  wanted  in  ihi.s  country,  and  this  smattering  of  education 
would  only  raise  the  laborers  of  this  country  above  the  situa- 
tions best  suited  to  their  own  interests  and  those  of  their  fami- 
lies. It  would  pul  into  their  heads  that  they  were  not  born  to 
labor,  but  to  get  their  living  without  it.  (“Hear,”  and  a laugh). 
By  the  plan  suggested  by  the  honorable  and  learned  member 
for  Bath,  the  child  of  the  laborer  could  not  complete  bis  educa- 
tion until  he  was  at  least  15  or  16  years  of  age;  but  in  the  mean 
lime  he  should  be  glad  to  know  who  was  to  keep  a great  eating, 
and  drinking,  and  guzzling  boy  (laughter) — w ho  w’as  to  find  him 
with  piovendrr  all  that  time?  (Renewed  l.iughtcr).  Who  was 
to  satisfy  his  body  winie  his  intellects  were  being  filled?  (Loud 
laughter).  The  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  had  said,  that 
the  laborer’s  boy  was  to  ree*  ive  instruction  aflet  the  daj ’s  labor 
w'as  over;  but  if  the  honorable  and  learned  member  knew' any 
thing  of  labor,  he  would  rather  prefer  going  to  sleep.  In  short 
if  all  were  to  be  scholars,  it  w’oiild  he  necessary  for  the  whole 
population  to  shut  up  their  inoutlis  and  determine  to  eat  no 
more.  The  inteilerence  with  labor  would  be  the  veiy  worst 
course  which  could  be  pursued  by  the  legislature.  By  useful 
eni()loymcnt  the  youth  gained  habits  of  obedience  and  industry 
but  send  him  to  school  to  a drunken  master,  nr  to  a sober  con- 
ceited coxcomb  of  a schoolmaster,  and  he  would  only  learn  ha- 
bits of  idleness,  and  become  too  great  in  his  own  conceit  to  la- 
bor— sufficient  schools  were  already  established  for  all  useful 
and  beneficial  purposes,  ihough  he  admitted  that  some  abuses 
prevailed. 

— ® ' 

“THE  LANDING  OF  THE  FATHERS.” 

The  following  extract  from  Bancroft’s  history  of  the  United 
OQ  tales,  is  a specimen  of  the  work;  and  cannot  fail  to  strengthen 
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the  inclination  of  onr  readers  to  possess  and  peruse  entirely 
that  interesting  publication. 

The  TU^rims.  And  now  [1620]  the  English  at  Leyden,  trust- 
ing in  God  and  in  tiieinsel ves,  made  ready  for  their  departure. 
Tile  Speedwell,  a ship  of  sixty  tons,  was  purchased  in  London; 
the  Mayflower,  a vessel  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  ton.«,  was 
hired  in  England.  Ttiese  could  hold  hut  a minority  of  the  con- 
gregation; ami  lloidnson  was  therelore  detained  at  Leyden, 
while  Brewster,  the  leaching  elder,  conducted  the  emigrants. 
Every  enterprise  of  the  Pilgrims  began  from  God.  A solemn 
fast  was  held.  “Let  us  seek  of  God,”  said  they,  “a  right  way  for 
us,  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for  all  our  substance.”  Antici 
pating  their  high  destiny  and  the  sublime  doetiines  of  liberty, 
that  would  grow  out  of  the  principles,  on  which  their  religious 
tenets  were  establi.<hed,  Rtdiinson  gave  them  a (arewell, 
breatliing  a noble  spirit  o(  Cliiislian  liberty,  such  as  wasliardly 
then  known  in  tlie  world. 

“I  cliarge  you  liefore  God,  and  his  blessed  angels,  that  you 
follow  me  no  farther,  than  you  have  seen  me  follow  the  Lord 
Jesus  Clirisl:  I'he  Lord  has  more  truth  yet  to  break  forth  out 

of  his  holy  word.  I cannot  sufficiently  bewail  the  condition  of 
the  reformed  chtirclies,  who  are  come  to  a period  in  religion, 
and  will  go  at  present  no  further  than  the  instruments  of  their 
reformation.  Luther  and  Calvin  were  great  and  shining  lights 
in  their  times,  yet  they  penetrated  not  into  the  whole  council 
of  God.  I beseecli  you,  remember,  ’tis  an  article  of  your 
churcli  covenant,  that  you  be  ready  to  receive  whatever  truth 
siiall  be  made  known  to  you  from  liie  written  word  of  God.” 

The  pilgrims  were  accompanied  by  most  of  the  brethren  from 
Leyden  to  Delft-Haven,  where  the  night  was  passed  “in  friendly 
and  Christian  converse.”  As  the  morning  dawned,  Robinson 
Kneeling  in  prtiyer  by  the  sea  side,  gave  to  their  embarkation 
the  sanctity  of  a religious  rile.  A prosperous  wind  soon  wafts 
the  vessel  to  Soutliampton,  and,  in  a fortnight,  the  Mayflower 
and  the  Speedwell,  freighted  with  the  first  colony  for  New  Eng- 
land, leave  Southampton  for  America.  But  they  had  not  gone 
far  upon  the  Atlantic,  before  the  smaller  vessel  was  found  to 
need  repairs;  and  they  entered  the  port  of  Dartmouth.  After 
the  lapse  of  eight  previous  dttys,  they  again  weighed  anchor;  al- 
ready they  are  unfurling  their  sail.s  on  the  broad  ocean  when 
the  captain  of  the  Speedwell,  with  his  company, dismayed  at  the 
dangers  of  the  enterprise,  once  more  pretends,  that  the  ship  is 
too  weak  for  the  service.  They  put  back  to  Plymouth  to  dis- 
miss their  treacherous  companions,  ihouah  the  loss  of  the  ves- 
sel was  “very  grievous  and  discouraging.”  The  timid  and  the 
liesilaling  were  all  freely  allowed  to  abandon  the  expedition. 
Having  thus  winnowed  their  numbers  of  the  cowardly  and  dis- 
aflFected,  the  little  band  of  resolute  men,  some  with  their  wives 
and  children,  in  all  but  one  hundred  and  two  souls,  went  on 
board  the  single  ship,  which  was  hired  only  to  convey  them 
across  the  Atlantic;  and  on  the  6ih  day  of  September,  1620, 
thirteen  years  after  the  first  colonization  of  Virginia,  two 
months  before  the  concession  of  the  grand  charter  of  Plymouth, 
without  any  warrant  from  the  sovereign  of  England,  without 
any  u-seful  charter  from  a corporate  body,  the  pa.ssengers  in  the 
Mayflower,  under  the  guidance  of  a faithless  captain,  who  had 
received  a bribe  to  thwart  their  purposes,  set  sail  for  a new 
world,  where  the  past  could  offer  no  favorable  auguries. 

Had  New  England  been  colonized  immediately  on  the  dis- 
covery of  the  American  continent,  the  old  English  institutions 
would  have  been  planted  under  the  powerful  influence  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion;  had  the  settlement  been  made  under 
Elizabeth,  it  would  have  been  before  activity  of  mind  in  reli- 
gion had  conducted  to  a corresponding  activity  of  mind  in  poli- 
tics.— The  pilgrims  were  Englishmen,  Protestants,  exiles  for 
religion;  men  disciplined  by  misfortune,  cultivated  by  opportu- 
nities of  extensive  observation,  equal  in  rank  as  in  rights,  and 
bound  by  no  code  but  that  which  was  imposed  by  religion,  or 
might  be  created  by  the  public  will. 

The  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States  abounds  in  beautiful 
and  convenient  harbors,  in  majestic  bays  and  rivers,  the  first 
Virginia  colony,  sailing  along  the  shores  of  North  Carolina, 
was,  by  a favoring  storm  driven  into  the  magnificent  bay  of  the 
Chesapeake;  the  Pilgrims,  liaving  selected  as  the  place  for  their 
settlement  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson,  the  best  position  on  the 
whole  coast,  were  by  the  treachery  of  their  captain,  conducted 
to  the  most  barren  and  inhospitable  part  of  Massachusetts.  Af- 
ter a long  and  boisterous  voyage  of  sixty- three  days,  during 
which  one  person  had  died,  they  espied  land,  and  in  two  days 
more,  were  safely  moored  in  the  harbor  of  Cape  Cod.  Dutch 
cupidity  and  Eiislish  intolerance  combined  to  effect  the  first 
settlement  of  New  England, 

Yet  before  they  landed,  the  manner  in  which  their  govern- 
ment should  be  constituted,  was  considered;  and,  as  some  were 
observed  “not  well  affected  to  unity  and  concord,”  they  form- 
ed themselves  into  a body  politic  by  a solemn  voluntary  com- 
pact. 

“In  the  name  of  God,  amen;  we  whose  names  are  underwrit- 
ten, the  loyal  subjects  of  our  dread  sovereign  king  James,  hav- 
ing undertaken  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of 
the  Christian  faith,  and  honor  of  our  king  and  country,  a voy- 
age to  plant  the  first  colony  in  the  northern  parts  of  Virginia, 
do  by  these  presents,  solemnly  and  mutually,  in  the  presence 
of  God,  and  of  one  another,  covenant  and  combine  ourselves 
together,  into  a civil  body  politic  for  our  better  ordering  and 
preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the  ends  aforesaid;  and  by  vir- 
tue hereof,  to  enact,  constitute,  and  frame  such  just  and  equal 
laws,  ordinances,  acts,  constitutions,  and  officers,  from  time  to 


lime,  as  shall  be  thought  most  convenient  for  the  gem;r:il  good 
ot  the  colony.  Unto  which  we  promic>e  all  due  submission  and 
obedience:” 

Tlii.s  in.*lrument  was  signed  by  the  whole  body  of  men,  forty- 
one  in  number,  who,  with  their  lamilie.-.,  t•on^ll^nIed  the  one 
hundied  and  one,  the  whole  colony,  “the  proper  ih-mocracy ,” 
that  arrived  in  New  England.  John  (J.irver  was  iininedialely 
and  iiiianimou.sly  chosen  governor  for  the  year. 

Men,  who  emigrate,  even  in  well  inhabited  districts,  pray 
that  their  journey  may  not  be  iu  the  winter.  Wasted  by  the 
rough  and  wearisome  voyage,  ill  supplied  with  provisions,  the 
English  fugitives  found  themselves,  at  the  opening  of  winter, 
on  a barren  and  bleak  coast,  in  a severe  climate,  with  the 
ocean  on  the  one  side  and  the  wilderness  on  the  other.  I'liere 
were  none  to  sliow  them  kindness  or  bid  them  welcome.  The 
nearest  French  selllemeiit  was  at  Port  Royal;  it  was  five  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  English  planlatioi;  at  V'irginia.  As  they  at- 
tempted to  disembark,  the  water  was  found  so  shallow,  that 
they  were  forced  to  wade;  and  in  the  freezing  weather,  the 
very  act  of  getting  on  land  sowed  the  seeds  of  consumption  and 
inflammatory  colds.  The  bitterness  of  mortal  disease  was 
their  welcome  to  the  inho.spitable  shore. 

The  season  was  already  fast  bringing  winter,  and  the  spot 
for  the  settlement  remained  to  be  chosen.  The  shallop  waa 
unshipped,  and  it  was  a real  disaster  to  find,  that  it  needed  re- 
pairs. The  carpenter  made  slow  work,  so  that  sixteen  or  se- 
venteen weary  days  elapsed  before  it  was  ready  for  service. 

But  Standish  atid  Bradford,  and  olhers,  impatient  of  the  de- 
lay determined  to  explore  the  country  by  land. — “In  regard  to 
the  danger,”  the  expedition  “was  rather  permitted  than  ap- 
proved.” Much  hardship  was  endured;  but  what  discoveries 
could  be  made  in  Truro  and  near  the  b.anks  of  Paomet  creek? 
The  first  expedition  in  the  shallop  was  likewise  un.«uccesslul; 
“some  of  the  people  that  died  that  winter,  look  the  original  of 
their  death”  in  the  enlerptise;  “lor  it  snowed  and  did  blow  all 
the  day  and  night,  and  froze  withal.”  The  men,  who  were 
set  ort  shore,  “were  tired  with  marching  up  and  down  the  sleep 
hills  and  deep  vallies,  which  lay  half  a foot  thick  with  snow.” 
A heap  of  maize  was  di.-covered;  and  further  search  led  to  a 
burial  place  of  the  Indians;  but  they  found  “no  more  corn,  nor 
any  thing  else  but  graves.” 

At  length  the  shallop  was  again  set  out,  with  Carver,  Brad- 
foid,  Winslow,  Standish,  and  others,  witti  eiaht  or  ten  seamen. 
The  cold  was  severe;  the  spray  of  the  sea  froze  as  it  fell  upon 
them  and  made  their  clothes  like  coats  of  iron.  That  day  they 
reached  Billiiigsgale  point  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Cape 
Cod,  oil  the  w'estern  shore  of  WellHeet  haibor.  The  next 
morning  the  company  divided;  those  on  shore  find  a burial 
place,  graves,  and  four  or  five  deserted  wigwam.s;  but  neither 
people,  nor  any  place,  inviting  a settlement.  Before  night,  the 
whole  party,  met  by  the  sea-side,  and  encamped  on  land  to- 
gether near  Namskeket,  or  Great  Meadow  Creek. 

The  next  day  they  rose  at  five;  their  morning  prayers  were 
finished;  when,  as  the  day  dawned,  a w-ar  whoop  and  a flight 
of  arrows  announced  an  attack  from  Indians.  They  were  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Nausites,  who  knew  the  English  as  kidnappers, 
but  the  encounter  was  without  further  result.  Again  the  boat’s 
crew  give  thanks  to  God,  and  steer  their  bark  along  the  coast, 
for  the  distance  of  fifteen  leagues. — But  no  convenient  harbor 
is  discovered.  The  pilot  of  the  boat,  who  had  been  in  these  re- 
gions before  gives  assurance  of  a good  one,  which  might  be 
reached  before  night;  and  they  follow  his  guidance.  After 
some  hours’ sailing,  a storm  of  snow  and  rain  begins;  the  sea 
swells;  the  rudder  breaks;  the  boat  must  now  be  steered  with 
oars;  the  storm  increases;  night  is  at  hand;  to  reach  the  harbor 
before  dark,  as  much  sail  as  possible  is  borne;  and  the  mast 
breaks  into  three  pieces;  the  sail  falls  overboard;  but  the  tide 
is  favorable.  The  pilot,  in  dismay,  would  have  run  the  boat 
on  shore  in  a cove  full  of  breakers;  “about  with  her,”  exclaim- 
ed a sailor, “or  we  are  cast  away.”  They  get  her  about  imme- 
diately, and  passing  over  the  surf,  they*  enter  a fair  sound;  and 
get  under  the  lee  of  a small  rise  of  land.  It  is  dark;  and  the 
rain  beats  furiously;  yet  the  men  are  so  wet  and  cold  and  weak, 
they  slight  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  savages,  and, 
after  great  difficulty,  kindle  a fire  on  shore. 

Morning,  as  it  dawned  showed  the  place  to  be  a small  island 
within  the  entrance  of  a harbor.  The  day  was  required  for 
rest  and  preparations.  Time  was  precious;  the  season  advanc- 
ing; their  companions  were  left  in  suspense.  The  next  day 
was  the  “Christian  Sabbath.”  Nothing  marks  the  character  of 
the  pilgrims  more  fully,  than  that  they  kept  it  sacredly,  though 
every  consideration  demanded  haste. 

On  Monday,  the  eleventh  day  of  December,  old  style,  the  ex- 
ploring, forefathers  land  at  Plymouth.  A giatelul  posterity  has 
marked  the  rock,  which  first  received  their  footsteps.  The 
consequences  of  that  day  are  constantly  unfolding  themselves, 
as  lime  advances.  It  was  the  origin  of  New  England:  it  was 
the  planting  of  the  New  England  institutions.  Inquisitive  his- 
torians have  loved  to  mark  every  vestige  of  the  pilgrims:  poets 
of  the  purest  minds  have  commemorated  their  virtues;  the  no- 
blest genius  has  been  called  into  exercise  to  display  their  merits 
worthily,  and  to  trace  the  consequence  of  their  daring  enter- 
prise. 

The  spot  when  examined,  seemed  to  invite  a settlement,  and 
in  a few  days,  the  Mayflower  wa«  safely  moored  in  il.«  harbor. 
In  memory  of  the  hospitalities,  which  the  company  had  receiv- 
ed at  the  last  English  port,  from  which  they  had  sailed,  this  old- 
est New  England  colony  obtained  the  name  of  Plymouth.  The 
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system  of  civil  goveriiinenl  had  been  established  by  cnminoii 
agreement^  the  character  of  the  church  had  for  many  years 
been  fixed  by  a sacred  covenant.  As  the  pilgiims  lauded,  their 
institutions  were  already  perfected.  Democratic  liberty  and 
independent  Christian  worship  at  once  existed  in  America. 

— ® Co*'  - 

DEBATE  ON  THE  POST  OFFICE, 

In  t/ie  senate,  on  the  evening  of  June  '21. 

Mr.  Webster  said,  that  he  thought  great  credit  was  due  to  the 
comiiiittee  for  the  labor,  diligence  and  ability,  which  its  iiieiii- 
bers  had  bestowed  on  the  subject  relerred  to  them.  Tln-y  have 
now  made  a report  of  a very  serious  character,  containing 
explicit  charges  of  inal-adiniiiistraiion,  and  accompanied  by  the 
evidence  on  which  tiiose  charges  are  founded.  Two  iiieiiibers 
of  the  conimiitce  have  made  a report,  or  presented  a paper,  ol 
their  own,  in  which  they  undertake  in  some  instances  to  de-. 
fend,  and  in  others  to  excuse,  the  conduct  of  the  postmaster 
general,  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  department.  Now, 
Bir,  (said  .Mr.  W.)  in  an  affair  so  complicated,  where  there  are 
so  many  charges,  and  so  much  evidenc**,  the  first  question  to  be 
asked,  is,  are  any  of  these  charges  admitted  to  be  true,  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  and,  if  any,  which.?  And,  as  to 
the  rest  of  the  charges,  are  they  all  denied  or  contradicted,  or 
are  some  of  them,  and,  if  any,  which,  left  without  denial  or 
contradiction.?  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee,  (.Mr. 
Grtindy),  who  does  not  agree  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
but  is  one  of  the  two  members  who  signed  the  other  paper 
called  the  report  of  the  minority,  has  addressed  the  senate  re- 
peatedly, on  the  subject  of  these  charges.  Some  of  them  he 
bas  objected  to,  others  he  has  not  attempted  to  rebut,  and  of 
others  he  has  said  nothing.  The  honorable  gentleman  is  friend- 
ly to  the  administration,  and  to  the  head  of  the  post  office  de- 
partment; and,  therefore,  perhaps,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  he  should  show  great  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  this  in- 
quiry. Vet  I think,  sir,  we  had  a right  to  expect  from  him  not 
only  his  opinion  on  all  the  charges,  but  al.so  some  degree  of 
patriotic  indignation,  against  lawless  acts,  which  he  admits  to 
be  lawless.  'J’ake,  for  example,  the  first  resoluttoii  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  declares  that  the  postmaster  general  h.as  borrow- 
ed money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  without  any  au- 
thority of  law.  The  honorable  chairman  says,  he  admits  the 
truth  of  this  charge.  Admits  it.?  But  why  does  he  content 
himself  with  admitting  it.?  Does  he  not  regard  it  as  a gross 
violation  of  duty.?  Does  he  not  think  it  an  alarming  thing,  that 
the  postmaster  general  should  borrow  half  a million  of  dollars, 
in  order  to  cover  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  department,  and 
that  he  should  keep  this  loan  concealed,  for  years,  from  the 
knowledge  of  conaress?  As  the  head  of  a committee  charged 
to  inquire  into  abuses,  and  this  enormous  abuse  having  been 
discovered,  can  the  honorable  member  justify  himself  by  simply 
saying  he  admits  its  existence.?  Has  he  no  reproof,  no  word  of 
censure  for  such  a flagrant  violation  of  law.?  Has  he  no  disap- 
probation to  express,  no  complaint  to  enter,  in  such  tones  as 
that  the  administration  shall  hear  them.?  No  man  denies  the  fact, 
and  none  undertakes  to  defend  it.  What  then.?  Is  the  depart- 
ment still  logo  on  in  its  career,  and  nothing  to  be  done,  any 
more  than  if  nothing  had  been  discovered.?  If  there  were  noth- 
ing else  in  the  whole  report,  if  that  charge  stood  alone,  I cannot 
conceive  how  any  man  can  doubt  that  the  department  ought  to 
he  immediately  and  thoroughly  reformed.  The  country,  if  I 
mistake  not,  will  call  for  such  reformation.  As  to  upholding 
the  administration  of  the  department,  with  such  charges  against 
it  proved  and  admitted,  it  is  more  even  than  the  spirit  of  party 
devotion  can  accomplish. 

Again,  sir,  the  third  resolution  distinctly  declares  that  a prac- 
tice prevails,  in  the  post  office,  of  granting  contracts  on  bids 
which  vary  from  the  advertisements,  and  of  altering  contracts, 
after  they  are  made  and  accepted;  a practice  which  destroys 
all  competition,  and  enables  the  deparimenl  to  give  all  contracts 
to  favorites.  I.s  this  charge  denied  or  admitted?  I have  not 
beard  the  honorable  member,  the  chairman,  deny  it.  Does  he 
acknowledge  it  to  be  true?  If  he  does,  why  does  he  not  tell  us, 
in  a plain  and  direct  manner,  that  this,  too,  is  an  enormous 
abuse,  and  ought  to  be  reformed?  Is  such  a practice  to  pass 
without  reprehension.?  While  its  existence  is  detected,  disco- 
vered and  acknowledged,  is  there  to  be  no  rebuke  of  it.? 

There  is  then  the  sixth  resolution,  which  declares,  that  extra 
allow’ances  have  been  made  to  contractors,  which  are  unrea- 
sonable and  extravagant,  and  out  of  all  proportion  with  the  in- 
crease of  service.  Is  this  true.? 

The  11th  resolution  alleges,  in  general  terms,  that  the  depart- 
ment is  deeply  in  debt,  and  its  affairs  in  disorder.  I have  heard 
no  man  deny  this.  None  can  deny  it.  The  department  is  deeply 
in  debt;  its  affairs  ar«  disordered,  greatly  disordered.  These 
extra  allowances  appear  to  have  lost  their  original  character. 
Instead  of  being  extraoidinary,  they  have  become  ordinary. 
Contractors  calculate  upon  them.  The  probability  of  an  extra 
enter  into  their  motives,  when  they  make  bids.  Indeed  it  seems 
of  very  little  importance  what  bids  they  make.  'Fhey  are  in 
fact  paid  just  what  sums  the  postmaster  general  sees  fit  to  pay; 
and  they  are  generally  very  well  satisfied.  From  the  frequency 
and  the  amount  of  these  extras,  the  constant  changing  of  con- 
tracts, it  is  quite  evident  that  all  fair  competition  among  con- 
tractors is  done  away. 

Mr.  President,  the  country  is  awakened  to  these  abuses  in 
the  post  office,  and  it  will  not  be,  and  ought  not  to  be,  satisfied 
without  a thorough  examination,  and  an  honest  and  real  reform. 
I give  my  hearty  thanks  to  the  committee  for  their  zeal  and  in- 


dustry. They  have  had  a laborious  winter,  and  are  likely  to 
have  a laborious  summer.  Let  them  go  on,  fearlessly,  and  the 
country  will  appreciate  their  services. 

Let  them  explore  all  the  sources  of  corrupt  patronage,  let 
them  hiiiig  all  abuse.s  into  the  broad  light  of  day.  Let  them  in- 
quire into  the  iiuiiiber  of  removals  of  postmasters,  with  the  al- 
leged cause,  of  such  removals.  Let  them  inquire  at  whose  bid- 
ding honest  and  l.iiilifiil  men  ha,ve  been  removed,  to  make  way 
for  pariizans.  Let  them  ascertain  whether  it  be  true  that  per- 
sons here  may  go  into  the  post  office,  and  require,  the  removal 
of  posim.isters  by  dozens;  and  whether  the  postmaster  general, 
as  mailer  of  course,  complies  wiih  such  requisitions. 

iMr.  President,  it  is  due  to  the  coiiiiiiitice,  it  is  due  to  the  se- 
nate it-sclf,  it  is  due  to  this  highly  important  subject,  that  we 
should  express  an  opinion  on  some  of  the  leading  re.solutioiis 
reported  by  the  committee.  If  some  are  more  doubtful  than 
the  rest,  or  require  further  examination,  let  them  remain  for 
further  consideration.  But  on  the  plain  acknowledged,  noto- 
rious cases,  let  us  come  to  a vote.  Let  us  show  the  country 
that  we  are  in  earnest.  Let  us  begin  with  the  fiist,  with  that 
which  respects  the  borrowing  of  the  money  from  banks,  with- 
out authority  of  law,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  congress;  and 
let  us  see  whether  any  one  individual  member  of  the  senate  is 
prepared  to  withhold  from  that  proceeding  his  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  Benton  thought  the  senate  ought  to  defer,  for  the  pre- 
sent, taking  a vote  on  the  lesolutions.  lie  said,  he  had  had  no 
opportiiniiy  of  carefully  examining  the  reports,  and  therefore 
knew  but  little  of  their  conients.  However,  he  must  say,  that 
he  had  found  things  in  them  at  which  he  had  felt  much  mortifi- 
ed. 

Mr.  Webster  thought  the  best  course,  which  was  called  for  by 
the  importance  ol  the  subject,  and  what  was  due  as  well  to  the 
committee  as  the  senate,  was  this,  to  take  a vote  on  the  first 
resolution.  He  would  then  move  to  lay  the  others  upon  the 
table,  uutil  such  time  as  gentlemen  had  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining them,  when  he  would  move  that  they  be  taken  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  first  resolu- 
tion reported  by  the  post  office  committee,  in  the  following 
words: 

‘■•’Resolved,  That  it  is  proved  and  admitted  that  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  borrowed  at  different  banks  by  the  postmaster 
general,  in  order  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  means  of 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  post  office  department,  without 
aiiihorily  given  liy  any  law  of  congress;  ami  that,  as  congress 
alone  possesses  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  Stales,  all  such  contracts  for  loans  by  the  postmaster 
general  are  illegal  and  void.” 

And  the  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution  was  decided 
as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Forsyth,  Frelingtiuysen,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King,  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geo. 
Knight,  Lynn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Naudaiii,  I’oindexter,  Porter, 
Premiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sheplcy,  Silshee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinson, 'I’yler,  VVaggaman,  Web- 
ser.  White,  Wright — 41. 

NAYS— None. 

So  the  resolve  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  who  congratulated  the  sen.ate  on 
the  unanimity  of  this  vote,  the  residue  of  the  resolutions  were 
then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BRITISH  HOlSe  of  LORDS. 

The  church  establishment. 

“The  carl  of  Eldon,  in  a very  feeble  voice  said  that  age  and 
infirmities  prevented  him  from  debating  this  quesiion;  but  he 
would  leave  this  as  a legacy  to  their  lordships — slaking  whate- 
ver he  had  of  professional  reputation  to  its  accuracy — that 
the  state  had  not  the  right  to  appropriate  the  revenues  of  the 
church.” 

To  this,  the  present  lord  chancellor  replied — 

“A  noble  and  learned  lord,  on  leaving  the  house  just  now, 
had  left  with  them  as  a legacy,  he  said,  his  opinion  that  the 
slate  had  no  right  or  power  to  interfere  with  the  properly  of  the 
church.  This  was  a legacy  which  he,  (lord  Brougham),  was 
not  at  all  disposed  to  accept  from  the  noble  and  learned  lord. 
Seriously,  he  was  persuaded  that  on  reflection,  that  learned 
nobleman  would  retract  his  opinion;  for  he  surely  could  not 
persii  in  asserting  that  parliament  was  not  as  competent  to 
do  us  it  thought  fit  wiili  the  property  of  the  church,  as  it  was 
competent  to  do  as  it  thought  fit  with  the  property  of  any 
person  present,  [hear,  hear!]  This  power  was  exercised  re- 
peatedly, in  the  shape  of  private  bills.  What  would  be  the 
effect  produced  by  the  admissionof  the  noble  and  learned  loid’s 
most  extraordinary  doctrine.?  Why,  that  although  by  any  pos- 
sibility it  should  tiappen  lliat  the  number  of  Proleslants  of  the 
esiablished  church  in  Ireland, should  dwindle  down  from  700,000 
to  70,000,  or  to  7,000,  or  700,  or  even  to  70,  yet  must  the  present 
amount  of  properly  held  by  that  church  be  still  retained  by  the 
700  or  70  as  a sacred  right  wliich  none  had  a right  to  question, 
[hear,  hear!]  Surely  no  one  could  hesitate  at  pronouncing  this 
to  be  a monstrous  proposition!  A word  as  to  the  application  of 
the  words  church  pro|ieriy.  People  talked  of  the  church  as  if 
it  were  a corporation  sole;  whereas,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  it 
was  no  such  a thing.  “The  church”  did  not  mean  a body  of 
the  clergy,  but  it  meant  the  body  of  the  faithful,  [hear,  hoar!] 
and  when  you  talk  of  church  properly  you  do  not  really  mean 


404 


NILES’  REGISTER—AUG.  9,  1834— POLITICAL  HISTORY 


to  say  that  the  three  millions  a year,  or  whatever  the  sum  was, 
belonged  to  “the  church”  as  a body  separate  from  and  iiidepen 
dent  of  the  state.  This,  however,  was  the  mistake,  in  com- 
mon parlance;  and  he  knew  of  no  misconception  that  had  led 
to  greater  mischief.  But  if  they  talked  of  the  clergy,  meaning, 
thereby,  various  corporations,  some  sole  as  bishops  and  parsotis, 
others  corporate  deans  and  chapters — then  he  could  under- 
stand what  was  meant.” 

—^•*►>0 @ ■ 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  1st  July  and  London  to  the  30th 
Jane,  inclusive. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  had  generally  resulted,  as  we  have  before  stat- 
ed, in  favor  of  the  government.  Nearly  all  the  eminent  opposi- 
tion candidates,  however,  who  had  lost  their  elections  in  those 
places  where  they  were  first  candidates,  had  subsequently  been 
ejected  in  others.  M.  Lafitte  had  been  returned  from  three 
places.  Barrot  and  Dupont  d I’Eure  have  also  secured  seats. 

France  had  concluded  a treaty  with  the  republic  of  New  Gra- 
nada. 

M de  Chateaubriand  having  lost  his  election,  has  published 
at  letter  stating  that  had  he  been  elected  he  would  not  have 
taken  his  seat,  as  he  would  not  have  taken  the  oaths. 

The  republicans  as  a party  are  said  to  be  at  an  end  in  France. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

Parliament  will  not  rise  before  the  second  week  in  August. 
The  printer  and  editor  of  the  Morning  Post  had  been  brought 
before  the  house  of  peers  for  a libel  on  the  lord  chancellor. 
The  former  had  been  discharged  but  the  latter  was  still  under- 
going an  examination. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Exeter,  in  new  paving  and  beautify- 
ing their  ancient  cathedral,  found  the  leaden  coffin  of  bishop 
Bitten,  who  died  in  1307.  Near  the  bones  of  the  finger  was  dis- 
covered a sapphire  ring  set  in  gold,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  en- 
graved a hand,  with  the  two  fore  fingers  extended  in  the  atti- 
tude of  benediction. 

There  are  at  present  living  in  the  small  village  of  Heighington, 
in  the  county  of  Durham,  England,  in  a population  of  400  or 
500  souls,  24  individuals  whose  united  ages  amount  to  1,977 
years,  the  oldest  is  90  and  the  youngest  79  years  of  age. 

The  town  of  Leeds,  which  in  1816  was  assessed  to  the  amount 
of  £90,000,  has  been  by  a late  assessment  valued  at  £190,000 
The  other  large  towns  have  proportionally  increased. 

During  the  past  year,  the  receipts  of  the  society  for  promoting 
Christian  knowledge  have  been  rather  more  than  £74,000;  the 
expenditure  £72,000.  The  publications  including,  82,000  bibles, 
amounted  to  2,152,000. 

The  English  Mediterranean  squadron  is  said  to  be  making 
hostile  demonstrations  against  Turkey;  that  Russia  is  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  and  that  a French  fleet  was  fitting  up  in  haste  to 
co-operate. 

There  had  been  a destructive  fire  at  Oldham,  at  which  15  per- 
sons lost  their  lives  by  the  falling  of  a wall. 

There  had  been  a dreadful  affray  at  Kerry,  in  Ireland,  be- 
tween two  clans,  attended  with  great  slaughter.  At  least  1,000 
men  were  engaged  in  it;  for  in  addition  to  the  resident  parties, 
the  Coleens  and  the  Lawlors,  numbers  came  from  miles  round 
to  take  part  iu  the  conflict  against  men  whom  they  had  never 
seen  before,*  all  for  the  pleasure  of  a fight. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  June  27,  a call  was  made  for  a re- 
turn of  the  names  of  the  persons  in  the  suite  of  Don  Carlos, 
with  a view  of  taking  into  custody  gen.  Moreno,  understood  to 
be  one  of  the  suite,  who  had  invited  the  brave  Tnrrijos,  and 
several  of  his  companions,  to  Malaga,  and  had  there  become 
the  instrument  of  their  destruction.  Among  these  victims  was 
Mr.  Boyd,  an  Englishman. 

Lord  Palmerston  had  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
correspondence.  He  staled  that  the  law  officers  of  the  crown 
had  been  consulted  as  to  the  legality  of  prosecuting  the  Spanish 
general  Moreno  for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd.  He  had  little 
doubt  as  to  their  opinions;  for  Boyd  was  put  to  death  according 
to  the  law  of  Spain,  and  the  law  of  nations;  having  knowingly 
gone  with  the  band  of  Torrijos  to  excite  an  insurrection  on  the 
Spanish  territory. 

It  is  said  that  the  Irish  coercion  bill,  about  to  be  re-enacted, 
will  be  divested  of  the  military  tribunal,  and  the  other  peculiar- 
ly obnoxious  clauses. 

Admiral  Napier  has  arrived  in  England,  in  the  Braganza  fri- 
gate, which  he  captured  from  Don  Miguel.  The  admiral  took 
fodgings  at  Portsmouth,  in  a hotel  directly  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Don  Carlos. 

SPAIN. 

There  had  been  several  recent  battles  between  the  Carlist 
forces  under  Zuinalacarreguy  and  those  of  the  queen,  in  which 
the  former  had  been  victorious.  In  one  of  these  the  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  1,200. 

POLITICAL  HISfORY. 

From  the  Newport,  (R.  I.)  Herald,  of  July  31. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  R.  I.  Republican  of  the  9th, 
which  credits  it  to  “TAc  Washington  North  American.”  As  it 
has  now  been  published  more  than  three  weeks  without  con- 
tradiction, or  correction  from  D.  J.  Pearce,  we  must  consider 
him  as  abiding  by  it. 

[From  the  Washington  North  American.] 

The  Hartford  Convention.  In  the  course  of  a very  spirit- 
ed debate,  which  took  place  in  the  house  of  representatives  on 


Monday  last,  between  the  two  members  from  Rhode  Island,  on 
a distress  memorial  from  that  slate,  and  in  which  Mr.  Pearce 
highly  distinguished  himself,  and  confessedly  and  decidedly  got 
the  belter  of  his  formidable  antagonist,  Mr.  Biirges  took  the 
opportunity  to  defend  the  Hanford  convention,  and  gave  Mr. 
Pearce  occasion  to  state  some  facts  in  relation  to  that  illus- 
trious assembly,  not  heretofore  generally  known.  He  said 
“Timothy  Pickering  had  informed  Mr.  Lowell,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  convention  did  not  intend  any  half-way  measures 
— that  it  was  their  determination  not  to  stop  short  of  a separa- 
tion of  the  onion,”  and  that  the  occurrence  of  peace  and  the 
victory  at  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  their  design  from  be- 
ing carried  into  execution.  The  messenger  or  ambassador  who 
was  charged  with  carrying  the  ultimatum  of  the  convention  to 
Mr.  Madison,  was  slopped  on  his  way  to  Washington,  by  the 
news  of  those  fortunate  events.  The  ultimatum  of  the  mes- 
senger was  believed  to  be,  that  Mr.  Madison  should  resign,  and 
that  an  end,  on  any  terms,  should  be  put  to  the  war.  This  in- 
formation from  Mr.  Pickering,  to  Mr.  Lowell,  as  to  the  designs 
of  the  Hartford  convention,  was  given  by  the  latter  to  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, of  Rhode  Island,  and  communicated  by  him  to  Mr.  Pearce. 
Mr.  Lowell  is  a distinguished  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  whose 
word  will  not  be  doubted  in  that  slate,  or  by  any  one  elsewhere, 
acquainted  with  his  character.  Mr.  Potter  is  the  gentleman 
who  was  recently  elected  to  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates,  by 
the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  and  was  refused  his  seat  by  the 
senate,  on  the  ground,  that  Mr.  Robbins  was  entitled  to  it  by 
the  election  of  a previous  legislature.  Mr.  Pearce  also  stated, 
that  during  the  last  war,  a patriotic  citizen  of  Newport,  had 
fitted  out  Ja  privateer  to  cruise  against  the  enemy,  and  so  high 
did  the  traitorous  feelings  of  that  period  prevail  among  the  po- 
litical associates  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Burges,  that  the  owners 
had  to  have  a guard  always  attached  to  the  vessel,  while  in 
that  port,  to  keep  them  from  destroying  it,  which  they  threaten- 
ed and  were  preparing  to  do.  This  last  blow,  so  vigorously 
driven  home  by  Mr.  Pearce,  into  the  tender  parts  of  his  col- 
league, is  the  most  effectual  of  the  many  hard  hits  which  the 
pugnacity  of  the  Thersites  of  the  house  of  representatives,  has 
drawn  upon  himself  this  session.  Pearce  gave  it  to  him  most 
scientifically  between  the  scales,  and  the  giant  and  veteran  gla- 
diator of  parliamentary  fisticuffing,  was  completely  shut  up  and 
floored. 

[Then  follows  some  severe  remarks  of  the  editor  which, 
though,  perhaps  well  applied  to  the  present  slate  of  politics  in 
Rhode  Island,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  record  that  we  desire 
to  make.  [Ed.  Reg.] 

[Letter  from  the  hon.  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  to  Benjamin  Hazard^ 
esq.  of  Newport.'] 

Boston,  July  22,  18.34. 

Dear  sir:  Many  years  since,  I wrote  and  published  a series 
of  letters,  in  a pamphlet  form,  in  vindication  of  the  views  and 
proceedings  of  the  Hartford  convention.  The  statement  of 
facts  in  those  letters  being  entirely  matter  of  record,  and  the  in- 
ferences from  those  facts  being'^plain  and  inevitable,  I may, 
without  claiming  any  peculiar  merit,  venture  to  assert  that  this 
vindication  was  triumphant  and  unanswerable:  and  no  attempt 
to  reply  to  it  has  ever  been  made,  to  my  knowledge.  It  appears 
also  from  this  statement,  that  every  man  in  the  community  has 
the  means  of  knowing  all  that  was  intended  or  done  by  that 
convention,  as  amply  as  the  members  themselves.  For  their 
original  appointment  and  authority  were  conferred  by  legisla- 
tive bodies,  with  open  doors;  and  this  authority  like  that  of 
other  committees,  was  limited  to  the  power  of  doing  nothing 
hut  of  making  a report.  Their  report  was  made  and  published 
forthwith — and  soon  afterwards  their  private  journal  was  de- 
posited in  the  archives  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  also 
published.  On  the  occasion  of  a judicial  trial  ia  Connecticut, 
Roger  Sherman,  a member  of  the  convention:  a gentleman  of 
conspicuous  rectitude  of  character  as  well  as  talent,  was  ex- 
amined on  oath  in  reference  to  those  proceedings,  and  negatived 
conclusively  the  current  slanders  of  the  day,  in  reference  to  the 
covert  and  anti-federal  designs  imputed  to  the  convention;  and 
lately  Mr.  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  that  assembly,  has  published 
an  elaborate  volume,  exhibiting  witli  great  industry  and  ability 
the  rise,  progress,  aim  and  end  of  the  convention.  It  was  not 
to  be  expected  that  these  irrefragable  proofs,'nor  that  Moses  and 
the  prophets,  should  they  rise  from  the  dead,  would  put  to 
shame  or  silence  the  great  affiliated  corps  of  calumniators  who 
are  spread  over  the  whole  country — and  who  are  very  faithfully 
represented  in  congress.  These  creatures,  like  the  grubworm, 
rise  annually  from  the  earth,  and  when  they  seem  to  disappear 
or  to  be  exterminated  one  year,  the  next  finds  them  “at  their 
dirty  work  again.”  Nor  was  it  to  be  expected  that  many  of  the 
aspirants  for  popular  favor  of  the  old  federal  party  even  of  that 
number  who  promoted,  encouraged  and  cheered  the  conven- 
tion, but  were  not  among  its  members — sirouhi  like  your  Mr. 
Burges,  volunteer  in  defending  the  character  of  the  dead  lion. 
It  is  an  inconvenient  and  dangerous  sort  of  magnanimity,  and 
not  so  good  a part  of  valor  as  “discretion.”  However,  having 
done  my  duty,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  I have  for  a long  time 
fell  that  it  would  imply  a want  of  self  respect  in  me,  to  betray 
a solicitude,  or  write  a line,  or  say  a word  in  contradiction  of 
the  inexhaustible  new  versions  of  old  absurdities,  which  are  so 
often  belched  out  by  some  of  the  kitchen,  grogshop  and  con- 
gress orators.  With  this  impression,  nothing  but  my  respect 
for  you,  would  have  induced  me  to  notice  the  publication  you 
sent  to  me,  from  the  Washington  North  American,  reprinted  in 
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one  of  the  Rhode  Island  papers.  The  extravagant  folly-in- 
trinsic falsehood,  and  absurb  anachronisms  which  pervade  this 
essav  so  far  transcend  all  other  nonsense  of  the  son,  that  if 
vour  Mr.  Pearce  did  say  what  is  imputed  to  him,  he  must  in- 
deed. in  the  language  of  his  encomiast,  have  “distineuislied 
himself.”  I sent  it  to  Mr.  Lowell,  and  you  have  his  answer.  If 
it  does  not  come  under  the  class  ol  posers,  I know  not  what  will, 
unless  it  he  what  here  follows.  Mr.  Pearce  is  made  to  say,  (1 
hope  not  truly),  that  “the  occurrence  of  peace,  and  the  victory 
of  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  their  design— (to  separate  the 
union),  from  being  carried  into  execution” — Memo:  1 he  con- 
vention was  dissolved  long  before  the  news  of  pgace  was  re- 
ceived in  this  country,  and  before  the  victory  at  New  Orleans 
had  been  achieved.  Again— “The  messenger  or  amhiis.«ador 
who  was  charged  with  carrying  the  ultimalnin  of  the  convention 
to  Mr.  Madison,  was  stoped  on  his  way  to  Washington  by  the 
news  of  those  fortunate  events” — Memo:  No  cominiinicalion 
from  the  convention  to  congress  was  ever  made  or  proposeal. 
No  messenger  of  any  description  was  ever  deputed  by  that  body 
to  Mr.  Madison,  nor  to  congress.  Individuals  were  sent  by  the 
several  sute  legislatures  represented  in  convention,  with  tlie 
printed  report  in  their  hands,  and  with  public  instructions  to 
apply  to  congress  for  permission  to  defend  the  country  with  their 
own  militia,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States.  But  their 
coininission  was  in  great  part  superseded  by  an  act  of  congress 
then  lately  passed,  provuHn^  the  actual  measure  v;hich  the  con- 
vention recommended;  and  which,  had  it  passed  in  season,  woitld 
have  taken  away  the  principal  motive  and  object  for  instituting 
the  convention.  In  fact  while  the  convention  were  debating 
and  deciding  upon  the  vv.ays  and  means  of  defending  New  Eng- 
land, which  it  would  be  proper  to  request  congress  to  provide: 
congress  was  debating,  and  finally  decided  to  grant  substantial- 
ly those  very  ways  and  means.  So  that  in  truth  there  was 
upon  the  great  object  proposed  by  the  convention,  no  difference 
in  substance  between  that  body  and  congress.  Congr«ss  had  be- 
come satisfied  that  the  New  England  stales,  in  their  contro- 
versy respecting  the  militia  and  the  system  of  defence  appro- 
priate to  their  eondilion,  had  the  right  side  of  the  question, 
and  YIELDED  THE  POINT.  All  this  has  been  often  said,  and 
cannot  be  contradicted.  But  cui  hono!  The  draining  of  a quag- 
mire does  not  silence  the  frogs,  but  merely  drives  them  to  some 
other  fouler  puddle.  I am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  OTIS. 

Hon.  Mr.  Hazard. 


district,  to  a public  dinner,  to  be  given  to  John  M.  Patton,  its 
representative  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Gratified  as  I should  be  in  meeting  so  many  of  my  neighbor! 
and  friends,  among  them  the  able  and  highly  respected  repre- 
sentative of  the  district,  the  opportunity  is  rendered  ot  no  avail 
to  me  by  a continuance,  and  of  late  increase  of  the  causes 
which  have  long  confined  me  to  my  home,  and  at  this  lime, 
confine  me  for  the  most  part  to  a sick  chamber. 

Ttie  favorable  views  which  rny  friends  have  taken  of  my  pub- 
lie  and  private  life,  justly  demand  my  grateful  and  affecljonate 
acknowlcdgmenls.  Such  a testimony  from  those  whom  I know 
to  be  sincere,  and  to  whom  I am  best  known,  is  very  precious 
to  me.  If  it  gives  me  a credit  far  beyond  my  claims,  which  I 
am  very  conscious  that  it  does,  I cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
partiality  v%bicli  commits  the  error. 

Though  withdrawn  from  the  theatre  of  public  affairs,  and 
from  the  excitements  incident  to  them,  1 may  be  permitted  to 
say  to  my  friends,  that  I join  them  most  cordially  in  their  devo- 
tion to  the  great  and  fundamental  principles  of  reimblicanism 
to  which  Virginia  has  been  const.int;  and  that  I am  not  less 
persuaded  than  they  are,  of  the  dependence  of  our  prosperity 
on  those  principles;’ and  of  the  intimate  connexion  of  both  with 
the  (irescrvalion  of  the  union  in  its  integrity,  and  of  the  consli- 
inlioii  in  its  purity.  The  value  of  the  union  will  be  most  felt 
by  those  who  look  with  more  forecast  into  the  consequences  of 
disunion.  Nor  will  the  constitniion,  with  its  wise  provision  for 
its  own  improvement  under  the  lights  of  exiierience,  be  under- 
valued by  any  who  compare  the  distracted  and  ominous  condi- 
tion from  which  it  rescued  the  country,  with  the  security  and 
prosperity  so  long  enjoyed  under  it,  and  with  the  bright  pros- 
pects which  it  has  opened  on  the  civilized  world.  It  is  a proud 
reflection,  proud  for  the  people  of  the  United  States — proud  for 
the  cause  ot  liberty— that  hi.-tory  furnishes  no  example  of  a go- 
vernment providing  like  blessings,  in  an  equal  degree,  and  for 
the  same  period,  as  the  modification  of  political  power  in  the 
compound  government  of  the  United  States,  of  which  the  vital 
principle  pervading  the  whole  and  all  its  parts,  is  the  elective 
and  responsible  principle  of  repnbliranism.  May  not  then  esfo 
perpetua,  express  the  hope  as  well  as  the  prayer  of  every  citizen 
who  loves  liberty  and  loves  his  country. 

I pray  the  committee,  in  communicating  my  thanks  to  the 
meeting,  for  the  kind  invitation  cor.vryed  to  me,  to  accept  for 
themselves  my  cordial  respects  and  best  wishes. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Communication  from  hon.  John  Lowell,  to  the  editor  of  the  He- 
rald of  the  Times. 

Roxbury,  July  21,  1834. 

Mr.  Editor:  The  Washington  North  American  gives  an  ex- 
tract from  a speech  of  the  lion.  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
delivered  in  congress  on  the  presentation  of  some  memorial 
from  Rhode  Island,  in  which  the  hon.  member  is  staled  to  have 
made  (in  reference  to  the  Hanford  convention)  the  following 
statement:  “that  Timothy  Pickering  had  informed  Mr.  Lowell, 
of  Massachusetts,  that  the  convention  did  not  intend  halfway 
measures — that  it  was  their  determination  not  to  slop  short  of 
a separation  of  the  union;  and  that  the  occurrence  of  peace  and 
the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  alone  prevented  their  designs  from 
being  carried  into  execution.”  Mr.  Pearce  is  further  reported 
to  have  said— “This  information  from  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr. 
Lowell,  as  to  the  design  of  the  Hartford  convention,  was  given 
by  the  latter  to  Mr.  Potter,  of  Rtiode  Lland,  and  communicat- 
ed by  him  to  Mr.  Pearce.” 

The  statement  is  almost  too  absurd  to  require  notice.  That 
col.  Pickering,  then  at  Washington,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  in- 
tention or  doings  of  the  Hartford  convention,  should  write  to 
me,  in  Boston,  intimately  acquainted  with  most  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts members,  to  inform  me  what  their  designs  were,  is 
rather  incredible.  The  fact  is,  that  no  such  letter  was  ever 
written,  or  information  given  in  any  other  way,  by  col.  Picker- 
ing to  me,  as  to  the  intention  or  designs  of  the  Hartford  conven- 
tion. As  to  my  communicating  to  Mr.  Potter,  w'hat  ncuer  ca:- 
isled,  I can  add,  that  I never  had  the  honor  of  a personal  ac- 
quaintance will!  Mr.  Potter,  nor  was  I ever  in  his  company  to 
my  knowledge;  nor  did  I ever  write  to  him  on  any  subject  so 
far  as  I can  recollect;  and,  as  an  honorable  man,  I have  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Potter  will  confirm  this  statement.  Since  I am 
obliged,  by  a sense  of  propriety,  to  deny  the  facts  attempted  to 
be  supported  by  my  testimony,  I think  it  my  duty  to  add,  that  I 
was  invited,  and  did  attend  a meeting  of  the  Massachii.-sett-s  de- 
legates to  the  Hartford  convention,  which  took  place  at  col. 
Thorndike’s,  the  evening  before  their  departure  for  Hartford. 
The  whole  subject  was  then  and  there  fully  and  confidentially 
discussed,  and  I can  aver,  that  there  was  a iiiianimons  agrrrr'- 
ment  on  the  part  of  those  delegates,  that,  at  the  ensuing  con- 
vention, as  little  should  be  done  as  possible,  and  no  more  than 
should  be  deemed  absolutely  essential  to  the  allaying  of  the 
public  excitement,  that  neither  forcible  opposition  to  the  exist- 
ing government  of  the  United  States,  nor  a separation  of  the 
New  England  states,  were  ever  proposed,  or  ever  mentioned. 

JOHN  LOWELL. 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  MADISON 

To  an  invitation  to  attend  a public  dinner  that  was  given  to 
Mr.  Patton,  M.  C.  in  Orange  county,  Va. 

Montpelier,  9th  July,  1834. 

I have  received,  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  your  letter  invit- 
ing me,  in  behalf  of  a portion  of  the  republican  citizens  of  this 


ANSWER  OF  JOHN  C.  CALHOUN, 

To  an  invitation  to  attend  the  whig  celebration  of  the  4th 
July,  at  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Washington,  15lh  June,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  been  honored  by  your  note  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, inviting  me,  in  the  name  of  a number  of  the  citizens  of 
Albemarle,  who  are  opposed  to  executive  usurpation  and  mis- 
rule, to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at  Charlottesville,  on  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  independence,  and  I regret  to  say,  that 
my  engagements  will  not  permit  me  to  accept  your  invitation. 

I cordially  agree  with  yon  in  the  opinion  you  have  expressed 
of  the  acts  of  the  federal  executive,  to  which  yon  have  referred, 
and  have,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  during  the  ses- 
sion, cheerfully  united  with  all  entertaining  the  same  opinion 
to  resist  those  acts  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  however  differing 
on  other  subjects.  Had  I acted  otherwise,  I would  have  been 
unfaithful  to  my  oath  to  support  the  constitution,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  parly  with  which  it  is  my  pride  to  .act,  and  whose 
motto  is  opposition  to  usurpation  in  whatever  form  and  from 
whatever  quarter.  So  long  as  the  executive  shall  persist  in  its 
acts  of  usurpation,  so  long  shall  I feel  bound  by  the  high  obli- 
gation ofdnty,  to  continue  to  pursue  the  same  course,  without 
regarding  the  diversities  of  opinion,  be  they  small  or  great,  be- 
tween myself  and  others,  whom  I may  find  in  opposition  to  the 
same  acts. 

But  while  I thus  stand  prepared  to  resist  the  encroachments 
of  the  executive,  I must  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  every  scheme 
of  resistance  limited  to  the  acts  of  that  department,  without 
looking  beyond,  must,  in  the  end,  prove  abortive.  Unless  I am 
greatly  deceived,  the  true  equilibrium  of  our  political  system  is 
to  be  found  in  the  great  and  primary  division  of  power  between 
the  general  and  slate  governments.  So  long  as  this  fundamen- 
tal distribution  remains  undisturbed,  as  established  by  the  con- 
stitution, there  is,  in  my  opinion,  hut  little  danger  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  government  attempting  to  encroach  on  each 
other;  or,  if  either  should  make  the  attempt,  that  it  would  be 
successful;  but  let  this  fundamental  distribution  be  disturbed, 
and  it  will  be  found  to  be  impossible  to  maintain  the  equilibrium 
of  power  between  the  departments.  If  these  views  be  correct, 
usurpation,  under  our  system,  must  commence  by  encroach- 
ments on  the  rights  of  the  states,  and  can  only  take  place  through 
the  agency  of  congress,  which,  by  an  express  provision  of  the 
constitution,  is  vested,  exclusively,  with  all  the  discretionary 
powers  .'iiithorised  under  the  instrument  to  be  exercised  by  this 
government,  or  any  of  its  departments,  and  through  which  pow- 
ers only  is  there  the  least  danger  of  encroachment.  But  while 
usurpation  can  only  originate  in  the  encroachments  of  congress 
on  the  rights  of  the  states,  the  necessary  effect  of  such  encroach- 
ment is  to  increa.se  the  relative  power  of  the  executive,  and 
thereby  to  lead  the  way  to  encroachment  of  that  department  on 
the  power  of  congre.^s.  I hold  it,  then,  as  a fundamental  law 
of  the  system,  that  whatever  power  congress  may  take  from  the 
slates  will  enure  not  to  its  advantage,  but  to  that  of  the  execu- 
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live.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  patronage,  and,  consequent- 
ly, the  influence  of  the  government  are  vested  in  that  depart- 
ment, and  as  the  power  and  action  of  this  government  must  in- 
crease just  in  proportion  as  it  absorbs  the  rights  of  tiie  states,  in 
the  same  degree  will  the  patronage  and  influence  of  the  execu- 
tive. It  is  then  that  llie  encroachments  ol  congres.s  on  the  states 
augment  the  influence  and  power  of  the  executive  department, 
and  prepares  tlie  way,  in  turn,  for  its  usurpations  on  tlie  powers 
of  congress,  just  as  we  now  see  it.  Wliat,  1 would  ask,  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  usurpations  of  the  present  executive? 
What  has  so  erroneously  increased  its  influence  and  power? 
What  has  created  that  coiinlle.<s  host  of  office  holders  and  office 
expectants,  which  stand  ready  to  sustain  the  executive  in  all  its 
acts,  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong?  For  the  cause  of  all  this, 
we  must  look  to  the  acts  of  congress — to  that  .system  of  legisla- 
tion that  drew  into  the  vortex  of  this  government  the  control 
over  the  eni  ire  industry  and  wealth  of  the  country— that  poured 
millions  into  its  treasury  beyond  its  legitimate  wants,  to  be 
wasted  in  the  most  profuse  and  extravagant  manner  on  object.s 
not  authorised  by  the  constitution.  It  is  this  which  has  so  dan- 
gerously increased  the  influence  and  power  of  the  executive - 
which  has  spread  corruption  and  servility  over  the  land— which 
has  divided  and  distracted  the  country — which  by  creating  an 
immense  surplus  revenue,  beyond  the  most  profuse  expendi- 
ture, has  tempted  tlie  executive  to  seize  on  the  public  treasure, 
and  which  finally  sustains  him  in  the  present  open  and  flagrant 
breach  of  the  lavv.s  and  constitution.  It  is  thus  that  the  u-nrpa- 
tion  of  congress  on  the  stales  has  led  the  way  to  that  of  the  exe- 
cutive on  congress;  and  that  not  by  any  accidental  operation, 
but  by  necessary  consequence  through  a fixed  law  of  the  sys 
tem.  We  are  thus  taught  the  important  lesson,  that  the  legis- 
lative department,  in  encroaching  on  the  rights  of  the  states 
must,  in  the  end,  be  absorbed  liy  the  executive,  and  that  the 
first  and  indispensable  step  towards  arresting  the  usurpations  of 
that  department  on  its  rights,  is  to  abandon  its  usurpations  on 
the  right.s  of  the  states — abandon,  in  the  present  in.-tance,  that 
stipremacy  which  it  has  assuiiKMl  over  the  states,  and  all  those 
powers,  the  exercise  of  which  has  led  to  the  present  disastrous 
slate  of  things.  'J'ill  this  is  done,  no  eft'ectnal  and  permanent 
resistance  can  he  made  to  executive  usurpations.  Should  we 
ever  succeed  in  arresting  the  present  acts  of  usurpation,  and  in 
expelling  from  power  those  who  are  their  authors,  the  victory 
would  be  but  temporary,  unless  the  rights  of  the  slates  should 
be  restored. 

We  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  only  on  the  elevation  and  cotn- 
manding  position  of  state  rights,  that  the  contest  against  execu 
live  usurpation  can  be  permanently  and  successfully  maintain- 
ed. It  is  the  chosen  spot  on  which  the  patriotic  must  lake  their 
stand,  in  defence  of  the  institutions  ami  the  liberty  of  the  coun- 
try. It  is  the  consecrated  ground,  on  which  your  ancient  and 
renowned  commonwealth  successfully  contended  against  usur- 
pation in  the  great  contest  of ’98,  and  on  which  she  must  now 
again  contend  in  the  same  sacred  cause,  if  she  seeks  to  emulate 
her  former  glory  and  success.  On  any  other,  defeat  and  disas 
ter  will  b(!  inevitable.  I take  the  liberty,  in  conclusion,  to  offer 
you  the  following  sentiment: 

“State  rights  and  state  remedies:  the  only  effectual  barrier 
against  usurpation;  let  them  be  prostrated,  and  in  the  place  of 
an  elective  chief  magistrate,  we  shall  speedily  have  a military 
despot.”  With  great  respect,  I am,  &c. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

T.  W.  Gilmer,  esq.  and  others,  committee. 

FOURTH  CONGRESS— SECOND  SESSION. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  l.'j,  1796. 

The  house,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  again  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  wb.ole  house  on  the  address  to  the 
president  of  the  United  Stales,  [George  Washington]  in  an- 
swer to  his  speech  to  both  houses  of  congre.ss;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair,  and  report- 
ed that  the  committee  had,  according  to  order,  again  had  the 
said  address  under  consideration,  and  made  several  amend- 
ments thereto,  which  he  delivered  at  the  clerk’s  table,  where 
the  same  were  severally  twice  read  and  agreed  to. 

A motion  was  then  made  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  said 
address,  by  striking  out  in  the  last  paragraph  thereof,  the  fol- 
lowing clause,  to  wit: 

“For  our  country’s  sake,  for  the  sake  of  republican  liberty,  it 
is  our  earnest  wish  that  your  example  may  he  the  guide  of 
your  successors;  and  thus,  after  being  the  ornament  and  safe- 
guard of  the  present  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  our  desend- 
anis?” 

And  on  the  question  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  negative,  yeas 
24,  nays  54. 

The  yeas  and  nays  beimt  demanded  by  one  fifth  of  the  mem 
bers  present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Thendorus  Rally,  David  Bard,  Thps.  Blount,  Gabriel  Christie, 
Christopher  Greenup,  John  Heath,  James  Holland,  Andrew 
Jackson,  George  Jackson. Edward  Livingston,  Matthew  Locke, 
William  Lyman,  John  Clo|»ton,  Isaac  Coles,  Albert  Gallatin, 
William  B.  Giles,  Samuel  Maclay,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Andrew 
Moore,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Patten,  John  Swanwick,  Joseph  B. 
Varnnm  and  Abraham  Venable — 24. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negalive,  are, 

Fisher  Ames,  Abraham  Baldwin,  Theophilus  Bradbury,  Na- 
than Bryan,  Thomas  Claiborne,  Joshua  Coit,  William  Craik, 
James  Davenport,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent,  George  Ege, 
Abiel  Foster,  Dwight  Foster,  Jesse  Franklin.  Nathaniel  Free- 


man, junior,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  James  Gille.«pie,  Nicholas  Gil- 
man, Henry  Glen,  Chauncey  Goodrich,  Andrew  Gregg,  Roger 
Griswold,  William  B.  Grove,  Robert  Goodlrre  Harper,  Thomas 
llarth-y,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  'Phomas  Herulr-rson,  William 
Hindman,  Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Lyman,  James  Madison, 
Francis  Malbone,  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Joim  Nichola.-,  John  Page, 
John  Reed,  John  Richards,  Samuel  Sewall,  John  S.  Sherburnrr, 
Samuel  Sitgreaves,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Israel  Smith,  Lnac  Smith, 
William  Smith,  Richard  Sprigg,  junior,  William  Strudwick, 
Zephaniah  Swift,  Geo.  Thacker,  Richard  I'hos.  Mark  Thomp- 
son, John  E.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth and  John  Williams,  64.* 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken,  that  the  house  do 
agree  to  the  said  address,  amended  to  read  as  followeth: 

Sir:  The  house  of  representatives  have  attended  to  your  com- 
munication re.-ipecting  the  state  of  our  country,  with  all  the 
sensibility  that  the  contemplation  of  the  subject  and  a sense  of 
duty  can  inspire. 

We  are  gratified  by  the  information  that  measures  calculated 
to  ensure  a conliniiam  e of  the  frieiidyhip  of  the  Indians,  and 
to  maintain  the  tranquillity  of  the  western  frontier  have  been 
adopted;  and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  these,  by  impressing  the 
Indian  tribes  with  more  correct  conceptions  ol  the  justice  ns 
well  as  the  power  of  the  United  Slates,  will  be  attended  with 
success. 

While  wc  notice  with  satisfaction,  the  steps  that  you  have 
taken,  in  pursuance  of  the  late  treaties  with  several  foreign  na- 
tions, the  liberation  of  our  citizens  who  vv*’re  pri.-joners  at  Al- 
giers, is  a subject  of  peculiar  felicitation.  We  shall  cheerfully 
co-operate  in  any  further  measures  that  shall  appear,  on  consi- 
deration, to  be  ri;qui.<ile. 

We  have  ever  concurred  with  you  in  the  most  sincere  and 
uniform  di.'position  to  preserve  our  neutral  relations  inviolate, 
and  it  is,  rtf  ermrse,  with  anixiety  and  deep  regret  vve  hear  that 
any  interruption  of  our  harmony  with  the  French  lepiiblic  has 
ocenm  d.  For  we  feel  with  you  and  with  our  constiinents,  the 
cordial  and  niiabalcd  w ish  to  maintain  a perfectly  friendly  un- 
derstanding with  th.it  nation.  Your  endeavors  to  fulfil  that 
wish,  and  by  all  honorable  means  to  [ireserve  peace,  and  to 
restore  that  harmony  and  aftection  which  have  heretofore  so 
happily  subsisted  between  the  French  republic  and  the  United 
States,  cannot  (nil,  therefore,  to  interest  onr  attention.  And 
while  we  participate  in  the  full  reliance  you  have  expressed  on 
the  patriotism,  self  respect,  and  fortitude,  of  our  countrymen, 
we  cherish  the  pleasing  hope  that  a mutual  spirit  of  justice  and 
moderation  will  ensure  the  success  of  your  perseverance. 

The  various  subjects  of  your  communication  will  respectively 
meet  with  the  attention  that  is  due  to  their  importance. 

When  we  advert  to  the  internal  situation  of  the  United  Stales, 
we  deemed  it  equally  natural  and  becoming  to  compare  the 
present  period  with  that  immediately  antecedent  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  government,  and  to  contrast  it  with  the  calamities 
in  which  the  stale  of  war  still  involves  stweral  of  the  European 
nations,  as  the  reflections  deduced  from  both  tend  to  justify  as 
well  as  to  excite  a warm  admiration  of  our  free  constitution, 
and  to  exalt  our  minds  to  a more  fervent  and  grateful  sense  of 
piety  towards  Almighty  God,  for  the  beneficence  of  his  Provi- 
dence by  which  its  administration  has  been  hitherto  so  remark- 
ably distingui.shed. 

And  while  we  entertain  a gratelul  conviction,  that  your  wise, 
firm  and  patriotic  administration  has  been  signally  conducive 
to  the  success  of  the  present  form  of  government,  we  cannot 
forbear  to  express  the  deep  sensation  of  regret,  with  which  we 
contemplate  your  intended  retirement  from  office. 

As  no  other  suitable  occasion  may  occur,  we  cannot  .suffer 
the  present  to  pass,  without  attempting  to  disclose  some  of  the 
emotions  which  it  cannot  fail  to  awaken. 

The  gratitude  and  admiration  of  your  countrymen  are  still 
drawn  to  the  recollection  of  those  resplendent  virtues  and  talents 
which  were  so  eminently  instrumental  to  the  achievement  of 
the  revolution,  and  of  which  that  glorious  event  will  ever  be 
the  memorial.  Your  obedience  to  the  voice  of  duty  and  your 
country,  when  you  quitted,  reluctantly,  a second  time,  the  re- 
treat you  had  chosen,  and  first  accepted  the  presidency,  afforded 
a new  proof  of  the  devotedness  of  your  zeal  in  its  service,  and 
an  earnest  of  the  patriotism  and  success  which  have  charac- 
terised yotir  administration.  As  the  grateful  confidence  of  the 
citizens  in  the  virtues  of  their  chief  magistrate,  has  essentially 
contributed  to  tliat  success,  we  persuade  ourselves  that  the 
millions  whom  we  represent,  participate  with  us  in  the  anxious 
solicitude  of  the  present  occasion. 

Yet,  we  cannot  he  unmindful,  that  your  moderation  and  mag- 
nanimitv,  twice  displayed,  by  retiring  from  your  exalted  sta- 
tions, afford  examples  no  less  rare  and  instructive  to  mankind, 
than  valuable  to  a republic. 

Although  we  are  sensible  that  this  event,  of  itself,  completes 
the  lustre  of  a character  already  conspicuously  unrivalled  by 


*Of  the  24  yeas  there  are  still  living  Andrew  Jackson,  Edward 
Livingston,  Albert  Gallatin,  Nathaniel  Macon,  and  perhaps,  one 
or  two  others. 

Of  the  54  nays  there  are  still  living  James  Madison,  and,  we 
think,  two  or  three  others,  which  are  not  named  because  the 
fact  is  not  clear  to  us. 

But  most  of  those  in  the  negative  lived  long  enough  to  see 
many  of  those  in  the  affirmative,  point  to  the  administration  of 
Washington  as  the  guide  of  his  successors,  which  they  had 
voted  that  might  not  be. 
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the  coincidence  of  virtue,  talents,  success  and  public  estim.'t- 
tion;  yet  we  conceive  we  owe  it  to  you,  sir,  and  still  more  em- 
phatically to  ourselves  and  our  nation,  (of  the  luiigiia(>e  of  whose 
liearls  we  presume  to  think  ourselves,  ut  this  moiiieiit  the  faith 
ful  interpreters),  to  express  the  sentiments  with  which  it  is  con- 
templated. 

'I’he  sjiectacle  of  a free  and  enlightened  nation  offering,  by  its 
representatives,  the  tribute  of  nnleigned  approbation  to  its  first 
citizen,  however  novel  and  interesting  it  may  be,  derives  all 
its  lustre,  (a  lustre  wliich  accident  or  enthusiasm  could  not 
bestow,  and  which  adulation  would  tarnish),  from  the  Irans- 
cendanl  merit  of  which  it  is  the  voluntary  leslimony. 

May  you  long  enjoy  that  lilierty  which  is  so  dear  to  you,  and 
to  which  your  name  will  ever  be  so  dear.  May  your  own 
virtues  ami  a nation’s  prayers  obtain  the  happiest  sunshine  for 
the  decline  rif  your  days,  and  the  choicest  ot  liiture  blessings. 
For  our  country’s  sake;  lor  the  sake  of  republican  liberty,  it  is 
our  earnest  wi>h  that  your  example  may  be  the  guide  of  your 
successors;  and  thus  alter  being  llie  ornament  ami  safeguard  of 
the  present  age,  become  the  patrimony  of  our  desoendants. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  attirmative,  yeas  b7,  nays  1‘2. 

'i’he  yeas  and  nays  being  deinaned  by  one  tilth  of  the  mem 
hers  present,  those  wtio  voted  in  tlie  athruiative,  are, 

Fisher  Aim-s, 'riieodorus  Bailey,  Abraham  Baldwin,  David 
Bard,  Theophilus  Bradbury,  Naitian  Bryan,  Gabriel  Ciiri.-tie, 
I’liomas  Claiborne,  John  Clo|>ton,  Joshua  Coit,  Win.  Cooper, 
Will.  Craik,  James  Davenport,  Henry  Dearborn,  George  Dent, 
George  f7ge,  Abiel  Foster, .Dwiglit  Foster,  Jesse  Franklin,  Na- 
thaniel Freemen,  jr.  Albert  Gallatin,  Ezekiel  Gilbert,  Janies 
Gillespie,  Nicholas  Gilman,  Henry  Glen,  Chaiincey  Goodrich, 
Andrew  Gregg,  William  B.  Grove,  Robert  Goodloe  Har(ier, 
Carter  B.  Harrison,  Thomas  Hartley,  Jonathan  N.  Havens,  John 
Heath, 'I'homas  Henderson,  William  Hindman,  George  Jackson, 
Aaron  Kitchell,  Samuel  Lyman,  Janies  .Madison,  Francis  Mal- 
borie,  Andrew  Moore,  Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  John  Nicholas, 
John  Page,  Josiah  Parker,  John  Patten,  John  Reed,  John  Ri 
chards,  Samuel  Sewall  John  S.  Sherburne,  Samuel  Sitgreaves, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Isreal  Smith,  Isaac  Smith,  William  Smith, 
Richard  Sprigg,  Jr.  William  Stiudwick,  John  Swanwick,  Zep- 
haniali  Swift,  George  'Phatcher,  Mark  Thompson,  John  G.  Van 
Alleti,  Philip  Van  Corilandt,  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  Peleg  Wads- 
worth and  John  Williams — 67. 

Those  who  voted  in  negative  are, 

'riiornas  Blount,  Isaac  Coles,  William  B.  Giles,  Christopher 
Greenup,  James  Holland  Andrew  Jackson,  Edward  Livingston, 
Matthew  Locke,  W’illiam  Lyman,  Samuel  Maclay,  Nathaniel 
Macon  and  Abraham  Venable — 12.* 

To  shew  the  spirit  of  the  times,  as  manifested  by  a certain 
party  in  the  United  States,  we  add  the  following  extract  from 
the  Philadelphia  ^‘•^urora,”  then  tlie  leading  paper  of  the  party 
alluded  to — 

From  the  Aurora  of  March.  4,  1797. 

“Now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation,”  was  the  pious  ejaculation  of  a man 
who  beheld  a flood  of  happiness  rushing  on  mankind.  If  ever 
there  was  a time  that  would  license  the  reiteration  of  the  ex- 
clamation, the  time  is  now  arrived,  for  the  man,  who  is  the 
source  of  all  the  misfortunes  to  our  country,  is  this  day  reduced 
to  a level  with  his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  no  longer  possessed  of 
power  to  multiply  evils  on  the  United  States.  If  there  ever  w.as 
a period  for  rejoicing,  this  is  the  moment.  Every  heart,  in  uni- 
son with  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  people,  ought  to  beat 
high  with  exultation,  that  the  name  of  Washington  from  this 
day  ceases  to  give  currency  to  political  iniquity,  and  to  legalize 
corruption — a new  era  that  promises  much  to  the  people;  for 
public  measures  must  now  st.uid  on  their  own  merit;  ntid  ne- 
farious projects  can  tio  longer  be  supported  by  a name.  Wheti 
a retrospect  is  taken  of  the  Washington  administration  for  eight 
years,  it  is  a subject  of  the  greatest  astonishment,  that  a single 
individual  could  have  cankered  the  principles  of  republicanism 
in  an  etiliglitcned  people,  and  should  havecairied  his  design.s 
ngaitist  public  liberty  so  far,  as  to  jiut  in  Jeopardy  its  very  ex- 
istence. Such,  however,  are  the  facts;  and  with  them  staring 
us  in  the  face,  this  day  ought  to  be  a day  of  Jubilee  in  the  Unit- 
ed Stales.” 

Qt^Tlie  preceding  is  running  a round  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  and  its  authorship  charged  on  col.  tVm.  Ditanc,  father  of 
the  late  secretary  of  the  treasury,  who  has  revived,  or  is  about 
to  revive  the  “Aurora,”  and  has  come  out  warmly  in  the  sup- 
port of  president  Jackson.  This  must  be  incorrect;  for  Benjamin 
Franklin  Bache,  (a  grand  son  of  Dr.  Franklin),  was  theti  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Aurora,  and  remained  so  until  the  autumn 
of  1798,  wheti  he  died  of  the  yellow  fever — as  is  fresh  in  our 
recollection,  from  particular  circumstances.  Mr.  Bache  was 
an  able  writer,  and  accustomed  to  indulge  himself  in  free  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  and  character  of  Washington,  chiefly, 
perhaps,  on  account  of  the  neutral  position  that  he  assumed  on 
the  breaking  out  of  the  French  revolution,  and  the  treaty  made 
with  England,  by  Mr.  Jay. 


*ft  will  be  seen  that  Albert  Gallatin  and  others,  who  voted  to 
strike  out  the  clausn  in  the  address  which  is  quoted,  voted  for 
the  address  as  it  passed,  though  containing  that  clause— hut 
that  Messrs.  Jackson,  Livingston  and  Macon,  and  others, per- 
severed in  their  opposition. 


While  preparing  this  note,  we  have  observed  in  the  “Steu- 
benville Herald,”  edited  and  published  by  our  old  and  valucfi 
friend  Judge  Wilson,  that  our  recollections  are  correct.  Mr.  W. 
says,  in  the  “H»  lald”  of  the  30lh  nil — 

“The  Aurora  was  edited  at  that  time,  and  until  the  month  of 
September,  1798,  by  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  at  which  time 
Mr.  Bache  died  of  the  yellow  fever.  The  publication  of  the 
Aurora  was  then  suspended  for  about  two  months,  and  re-com- 
menced in  November  under  the  editorial  management  of  col. 
Duane.  Col.  D.  had  been  employwl  in  the  .same  otlice  for  some 
months  previous  to  the  decease  of  Mr.  Bache,  as  a siili-editor, 
&c.  but  not  duriua  any  part  of  the  year  179Gf  nor  we  believe  ’97. 
'I'liis  charge  against  col.  Duane,  is,  therefore,  to  our  certain 
knowledge,  altogether  without  foundation.  VVe  do  not  recol- 
lect that  the  Aurora  contained,  w hilsi  under  the  management 
of  cid.  Duane,  any  injurious  strictures  upon  general  Washing- 
ton or  any  of  the  measures  of  his  adlnlnl^tration.  We  think  it 
did  not.” 

These  are  things  with  whicli  Mr.  IVilson  has  a right  to  be 
fully  acquainted,  having  been  long  employed  in  the  oflice  of  the 
old  “Aurora,”  and,  for  a considerable  time,  its  editor. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STA'l’ES. 

HEAD  QUARTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 
Adjutant  general's  office,  Washington,  July  9th,  1834. 

ORDER,  NO.  49. 

1.  Promotions  and  appointmeiit.s  in  the  army,  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  by  and  with  the  advice  anil  consent 
of  the  senate,  since  the  publication  of  the  oflicial  Register  fot 
1834. 

I — PROMOTIONS. 

Regiment  of  dragoons. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  Eiistis,  to  be  2d  linit.  17th  March, 
1834,  vice  Bradford,  deceased,  (brevet  1st  July.  1830), 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  George  W.  McClure,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Clyman.  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1830). 

First  re»iment  of  artillery. 

1st  lieut.  Joshua  Howard,  to  be  captain,  6th  .March,  1834,  vice 
Patrick,  deceased. 

2d  lieut.  Ebenezer  S.  Sibley,  to  be  1st  lieut.  6th  March,  1834, 
vice  Howard,  proinoteil. 

2d  lieut.  William  Maynadier,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  May,  1834, 
vice  Tyler,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  David  B.  Harris,  to  be  2d  lieut.  6th  March, 
18.14,  vice  Sibley,  promoted,  (bievel  l.si  July,  1833), 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Erasius  A.  Capron,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Maynadier,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1833). 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

2d  lieut.  John  B.  Grayson,  to  be  1st  lieut.  30th  April,  1834, 
vice  Fowler,  deceased. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Ward  B.  Burnett,  to  be  2d  lieut.  1st  April, 
1834,  vice  Cocke,  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Theophilus  F.  J W’ilkinson,  to  be  2d  lieut. 
30lh  April,  1834,  vice  Grayson  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  ElbridgeG.  Eastman,  to  be  2d  lieut. 4th  March 

1833,  vice  Simonton,  appointed  1st  lieut.  of  the  regiment  of  dra* 
goons,  (brevet  1st  July, 1831). 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

2d  lieut.  Edwin  B.  Babbitt,  to  be  1st  lieui.  3Isl  March,  1834, 
vice  Archer,  resigned. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  O.  Kello,  to  be  2d  lieut.  11th  Janu- 
ary, 1834,  vice  Cobh,  deceased, (brevet  Ist  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Henry  Swarlwout,to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  March, 

1834,  vice  Babbitt,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Frederick  Wilkinson,  to  be  2il  lieut.  18th 
February,  1834,  vice  Ritner,  decea.sed,  (brevet  1st  July,  1834). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  William  W.  S.  Bliss,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st 
March,  1834,  vice  McKean,  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1833). 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  James  S.  Williams,  to  be!  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Johnston,  resigned,  (brevet  1st  July,  1831). 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st  lieut.  Francis  Lee,  to  be  captain,  31st  May,  1834,  vice 
Bonneville,  dropped. 

2d  lieut.  Gabriel  J.  Rains,  to  be  1st  lieut.  28th  January,  1834, 
vice  Williams,  appointed  assistant  topographical  engineer 

2d  lieut.  Stephen  W.  Moore,  to  be  1st  lieut.  31st  May,  1834, 
vice  Lee,  promoted. 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Roger  S.  Dix,  to  be  2d  lieut.  28th  January, 
1834,  vice  Rains,  promoted,  (brevet  Ist  July,  1832). 

Brevet  2d  lieut.  Richard  (j.  Gatlin,  to  be  2d  lieut.  31st  May, 
1834,  vice  Moore,  promoted,  (brevet  1st  July,  1832). 

2.  Promotions  by  brevet,  conferred  for  ten  years'  service  in  one 
grade;  or  for  faithful  and  meritorious  service. 

Brigadier  generals  by  brevet. 

Col.  Duncan  L.  Clinch,  4th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank 
the  20lh  April,  1829. 

Col.  Matthew  Arbuckle,7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank 
16th  March,  1830. 

fPlie  extract,  as  flrs^  published,  was  dated  March  4,  1796— 
this  was  a mistake,  but  hence  Mr.  Wilson’s  italics.  It  appear- 
ed on  the  day  of  the  inauguration  of  Washington’s  successor, 
and  we  well  remember  the  feeling  that  it  caused  in  Philadel- 
phia. 
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Col.  James  House,  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  to  take  rank  8ih 
May,  1832. 

Col.  Roger  Jones,  adj.  gen.  to  take  rank  7th  June,  1832. 

Brevet  col.  Abram.  Eustis,  4th  regiment  artillery — 30th  June, 
1834. 

Col.  Nathan  Towson,  paymaster  general — 30th  June,  1834. 
Colonels  by  brevet 

Col.  Zach.  Taylor,  1st  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take  rank  20th 
April,  1829. 

Lieut,  col.  James  B.  Many,  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  take 
rank  1st  June,  1831. 

Lieutenant  colonels  by  brevet. 

Maj.  Henry  Stanton,  quarter  master,  to  take  rank  13th  May, 
1830. 

Maj.  R.  E.  DeRussey,  corps  of  engineers,  for  faithful  service, 
and  meritorious  conduct — 30th  June,  1834. 

Brevet  maj.  Henry  Whiting,  1st  regiment  of  artillery,  for  faith- 
ful and  meritorious  service— 30th  June,  1834. 

Majors  by  brevet.* 

Maj.  Trueman  Cross,  Q.  M.  and  capt.  7th  inPy,  16th  June,  1828. 
Capt.  Thomas  F.  Hunt,5ih  infantry,  31st  June,  1828. 

Capt.  Waddy  V.  Cobbs,  2d  infantry,  31st  March,  1829. 

Capt.  Gustavus  Loomis,  1st  infantry,  7th  April,  1829. 

Capt.  Henry  Wilson,  4th  infantry,  20th  April,  1829. 

Capt.  Thomas  F.  .Smith,  1st  infantry,  25ih  April,  1829. 

Capt.  Richard  M.  Sands,  4th  infantry,  30ih  April,  1829. 

Capt.  William  HolFman,  2d  infantry,  1st  May,  1829. 

Maj.  R.  B.  Mason,  regiment  of  dragoons,  31st  July,  1829. 

Capt.  Joseph  S.  Nelson,  3d  infantry,  13th  August,  1829. 

Capt.  Fabius  Whiting,  1st  artillery,  10th  September,  1829. 
Capt.  Greenleaf  Dearborn,  2d  infantry,  30th  September,  1829. 
Capt.  Felix  Ansart,  3d  artillery,  28th  November,  1829. 

Capt.  'i’hornas  Staniford,  2d  inlantry,  1st  March,  1830. 

Capt.  Thomas  C.  Legate,  2d  artillery,  13th  May,  1830. 

Capt.  John  L.  Smith,  corps  of  engineers,  29th  Auirusl,  1830. 
Capt.  Joseph  Plympton,  o.th  infantry,  1st  June,  1831. 

Capt.  Win.  G.  Belknap,  3d  infantry,  1st  February,  1832. 

Capt.  Delafayette  Wilcox,  5th  infantry,  1st  April  1832. 

Capt.  Levi  Whiting,  4th  artillery,  21st  May,  1832. 

Capt.  Isaac  Clark,  6th  infantry,  27th  August,  1832. 

Capt.  Aiiieas  Mackay,  3d  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 

Capt.  Benjamin  A.  Boynton,  2d  inlantry,  8th  July,  1833. 

Capt.  Owen  Ransom,  2d  infantry,  25th  January,  1833. 

Brevet  maj.  Wm.  G.  McNeil,  top.  engineer,  27th  Jan.  1833. 
Capt.  William  L.  McClintock, 3d  artillery,  11th  Augu.st,  1833. 
Capt.  John  L.  Gardner,  4th  aitillery,  1st  November,  1833. 

Capt.  Henry  Saunders,  1st  artillery,  4th  November,  1833. 

Capt.  N.  Baden,  2d  artillery,  1st  April,  1834. 

Capt.  William  W.  Lear,  4th  infantry,  1st  May,  1834. 

Capt.  Nathaniel  Clarke,  5th  infantry,  29ih  June,  1834. 

Capt.  George  Blaney,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  June,  1834. 
Captains  by  brevet. 

Capt.  Jacob  Schmuck,  4th  artillery,  25th  July,  1824. 

Capt.  Richard  Bache,  of  ordinance,  15lh  Juno,  1827. 

1st  lieut.  Thos.  J.  Leslie,  of  engineers,  31st  Marcii,  1829. 

Capt.  Seth  Johnson,  2d  infantry,  1st  May,  1829. 

1st  lieut.  Henry  S.  Mallory,  2d  artillery,  31st  May,  1829. 

Capt.  William  M.  Graham,  4th  infantry,  llth  August,  1829. 

1st  lieut.  William  Wells,  2d  artillery,  28th  August  1829. 

Brevet  capt.  Jas.  D.  Graham,  ass.  lop.  engineer,  8th  Sept.  1829. 
1st  lieut.  John  R.  Vinton,  3d  artillery,  30th  September,  1829. 
1st  lieut.  Richard  B.  Lee,  3d  artillery,  31st  October,  1829. 

Capt.  John  Cliiz,  2d  infantry,  31.«i  December,  1829. 

Capt.  S.  Shannon,  1st  infantry,  23d  February,  1830. 

Capt.  John  Symington,  of  ordinance,  17th  May,  1830. 

Capt.  J.  M.  Washington,  4th  artillery,  23d  May,  1830. 

Capt.  Andrew  Talcott,  corps  of  engineers,  1st  October,  1830. 
Capt.  H.  H.  Loring,  3d  infantry,  l7th  October,  1830. 

Capt.  E.  K.  Barnum,2d  infantry,  31st  December,  1830. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  Cooper,  4th  artillery,  6th  July,  1831. 

1st  lieut.  Harvey  Brown,  4th  artillery,  23d  August,  1831. 

1st  lieut.  Samuel  Ringgold,  3d  artillery,  8th  May,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  Charles  Ward,  4ih  artillery,  20th  July,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  John  Bradley,  2d  infantry,  2d  October,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  W.  S.  Newton,  3d  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 

1st  lieut.  H.  A.  Thompson,  4th  artillery,  31st  December,  1832. 
Capt.  Giles  Porter,  1st  artillery,  1st  February,  1833. 

1st  lieut.  A.  W.  Thornton,  4th  infantry,  25th  April,  1833. 

Capt.  Joshua  Howard,  1st  artillery,  1st  Noveniber,  1833. 

1st  lieut.  David  Van  Ness,  1st  artillery,  4th  November,  1833. 
1st  lieut.  Justin  Dimick,  1st  artillery,  1st  May,  1834. 

1st  lieut.  C.  A.  Ogden,  corps  of  engineers,  30th  June,  1834. 
First  lieutenants  by  brevet. 

1st  lieut.  Wm.  C.  DeHart,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  1830. 

1st  lieut.  James  A.  Chambers,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  1830. 

1st  lieut.  Julius  A.  deLagnel,  2d  artillery,  1st  July,  1831. 

II — APPOINTMENTS. 

Staff. 

John  S.  Lytle,  Ohio,  to  be  paymaster,  27th  February,  1834. 

Jno.  B.  Wells,  Maryland,  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  Feb.  18.34. 
Jno.  M.Cuyler,  Georgia, to  be  assistantsurgeon,  1st  April,  1834. 
Madison  Mills,  N.Vork,  to  be  assistantsurgeon,  1st  April,  1834. 
Wm.  Hammond,  Md.  to  be  assistant  surgeon,  1st  June,  1834. 

*To  take  rank  from  the  dates  given.  The  abbreviations  are 
made  or  words  omitted,  to  save  room— so  with  the  captains,  &c. 

Ed.  Reg. 


Topographical  engineers. 

Brevet  capt.  William  G.  McNeil,  assistant  topographical  engi- 
neer, to  the  topographical  engineer,  with  the  brevet  rank  of 
major,  to  rank  Irom  the  28ih  January,  1834,  vice  Perrault,  de- 
ceased. 

1st  lieut.  William  G.  Williams,  late  of  the  7th  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, to  be  assistant  topographical  engineer,  with  the  brevet 
rank  of  cafttain,  to  rank  troin  the  28th  of  January,  1834,  vice 
McNeil,  promoted. 

Military  academy. 

Robert  W.  Weir,  New  York,  to  be  teacher  of  drawing  at  the 
military  academy,  8lh  May,  1834. 

Regiment  of  dragoons. 

2d  lieut.  Isaac  P.  Snnoiiton,  of  the  2d  regiment  of  infantry,  to 
to  be  1st  lieut.  of  diagoons,  4ili  March,  1833,  vice  Moore,  ot  the 
7lh  infantry,  declined. 

2d  lieut.  Albei  t M.  Lea,  of  the  7th  regiment  of  infantry,  to  be 
2d  lieut.  of  diagoons,  4lh  March,  1833,  vice  Holmes,  of  the  7ih 
infantry,  declined. 

3.  The  following  named  cadets,  constituting  the  1st  class  of 
1834,  having  been  adjudged  by  the  academic  staff  at  the  June 
examination,  competent  to  perform  duty  in  the  army,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  has  attached  them  as  supernumerary 
second  lieutenants,  by  brevet,  to  regiments  and  corps  respec- 
tively, as  candidates  for  commissions  therein.* 

Corps  of  engineers. 

1 Wm.  Smith,  New  York.  2 John  Sanders,  Florida. 
Regiment  of  dragoons. 

21  Henry  S.  Turner,  Virginia. 

First  regiment  of  artillery. 

4 Thos.  A.  Moriis,  Indiana.  9 John  F.  Lee,  Virginia. 

5 Robert  Allen,  Maryland.  12  C.  B.  Chalmers,  Dis.  Col. 

7 Epaphras  Kibby,  Ohio.  16  L.A  B.  Walbach,  U.  Slates. 

Second  regiment  of  artillery. 

3 Harrison  Loughborough,  Ky.  11  Curran  Pope, Kentucky. 

6 James  Duncan,  N.  York.  13  John  E.  Henderson,  Tenn. 

8 Wm.  T.  Stockton,  Penn. 

Third  regiment  of  artillery. 

10  Charles  A.  Fuller,  Mass.  14  Morris  S.  Miller,  N.  York. 

Fourth  regiment  of  artillery. 

15  William  G.  Freeman,  Virginia. 

First  regiment  of  infantry. 

35  William  H.  Price,  Pennsylvania. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

30  Richard  S.  Smith,  Pennsylvania. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

17  James  F.  Cooper,  Penn.  23  'Phomas  O.  Barnwell,  S.  C. 

19  George  P.  Field,  N.  York.  26  Joseph  L.  Coburn,  Vermont. 

20  Cary  H.  Fry,  Kentucky.  28  Philip  N.  Barbour,  Ky. 

Fourth  regimenfit  of  infantry. 

31  Eustace  Robinson,  Virginia.  34  john  Graham,  New  York. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

25  Goode  Bryan,  Georgia. 

Sixth  regiment  of  infantry. 

32  William  S.  Ketchnm,  United  States. 

Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

18  Gabriel  R.  Paul,  Missouri.  29  Arnold  Harris,  New  York. 

22  Seneca  G.  Simmons,  Vt.  33  Forbes  Britton,  Virginia. 

24  Henry  McKavett,  N.  Y.  36  Alex.  Montgomery,  Penn. 

27  James  G.  Reed,  Penn. 

Ill — CASUALTIES. 

Resignations. 

First  lieutenants — Daniel  Tyler,  1st  artillery,  31st  May,  1834; 
John  Archer,  3d  infantry,  31st  March,  1834. 

Second  lieutenants — James  Clyrnan,  dragoon,  31st  May,  1834; 
Thomas  J.  McKean,  4lh  infantry,  3Ist  March,  18.34;  Alberts. 
Johnston,  6ih  infantry, 31st  May,  1834;  Henry  Du  Pont,  (brevet) 
4th  artillery,  15lh  June,  1834;  Asher  Philips,  17ih  January,  1834 
— paymaster;  Lucius  Abbott,  31st  March,  1834 — assistant  sur- 
geon; Richard  Wayne.  31st  January,  1834,  do.  do.;  Charles  W. 
Handy,  31sl  May,  1834,  do.  do.;  C.  R.  Leslie,  15lh  April,  1834- 
teacher  of  drawing  military  academy. 

Declined— lieut.  Stephen  W.  Moore,  of  the  regiment  of 
dragoons;  2d  lieut.  Thcop.  H.  Holmes,  of  the  regiment  dragoons. 

DeatAs— Brevet  maj.  P.  H.  Perrault,  topographical  engineer, 
28th  January,  1834;  capt.  Matthew  A.  Patrick,  1st  artillery,  6ll» 
March,  1834;  1st  lieut.  Abram  C.  Fowler,  2d  artillery,  30th  April> 
1834;  2d  lieut.  William  Bradford,  dragoons,  17lh  March.  1834* 
2d  lient.  Samuel  K.  Cobbs,  3d  infantry,  llth  January,  1834;  2d 
lieut.  Joseph  Ritner,  4th  infantry,  18th  February,  1834. 

Dropped— Capi.  B.  L.  E.  Bonneville,  7th  infantry,  31st  May, 
1834. 

4.  The  officers  promoted  and  appointed,  will  report  according- 
ly, and  join  their  proper  stations  and  companies  without  delay; 
those  on  detached  service,  or  acting  under  special  orders  and 
instructions,  will  report  by  letter  to  their  respective  colonels. 

5.  The  brevet  second  lieutenants  will  join  their  respective 
regiments,  and  report  in  person  for  duly,  agreeably  to  regula- 
tions, by  the  I5th  day  of  October;  and  immediately,  by  letter,  to 
their  respective  colonels,  who  will  assign  them  to  companies. 

By  order  of  Alexandek  Macomb,  maf.  gen.  commander  in  chief: 

R.  JONES,  adj.  gen. 

*AI1  these  being  cadets,  and  appointed  brevet  second  lieuten- 
ants on  the  1st  July,  1834 — it  is  not  necessary  to  do  more  than 
give  their  names  and  states— the  figures  prefixed  shewing  the 
rank  of  each  officer.  Ed.  Reg. 


NILES^  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Fourth  series.  No.  25— Vol.  X.]  BALTIMORE,  AUG.  16,  1834.  [Vol.  XLVl.  Whole  No.  1,195. 


THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

EDITED,  PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  H.  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 


Having  a little  command  over  tlie  contents  ot  oiir 
ages,  previous  to  the  commencement  of  certain  long 
ut  important  articles,  that  must  be  inserted,  we  have 
partially  cleared  our  tiles,  and  given  to  the  Register 
more  of  a miscellaneous  character  than  it  generally 
bears.  The  present  number  is  ricli  in  tlie  expressed 
opinions  of  distinguished  persons,  on  the  present  state  of 
tilings,  in  their  answers  to  various  invitations  given  to 
them. 

Our  attention  to  the  article  concerning  the  “locusts” 
•was  invited  by  an  old,  and  much  valued  and  intelligent 
friend — for  wliich  we  take  leave  to  thank  him.  'I'he 
facts  stated  are  interesting — and,  as  he  stands  anony- 
mously before  the  public,  we  think  it  not  impertinent  to 
say,  that  we  have  entire  faith  in  the  matters  jiresented 
by  him,  concerning  tliis  singular  insect.  His  name,  if 
iven,  would  not  need  our  endorsement,  with  those  who 
ave  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him. 

An  interesting  article  on  the  wool  trade,  from  the 
“Boston  Courier,”  will  be  found  in  a subsequent  page. 
It  is  clearly  shewn  that  the  price  of  this  valuable  staple 
has  much  declined,  since  last  year.  We  expected  and 
feared  this  result.  It  is  no  part  of  tlie  policy  which  7ve 
would  have  pursued  that  has  caused  a diminished  ]>rice 
for  wool — nor  could  it,  until  by  encouraged  production, 
the  quantity  pressed  on  the  demand— when  this  commo- 
dity, like  all  others,  would  be  subjected  to  the  common 
laws  of  trade. 

We  wish  to  refer  the  article  on  “county  museums” 
to  the  serious  attention  of  our  readers,  that  they  may  see 
how  great  an  amount  of  benefits  can  be  obtained  through 
the  agency  of  very  simple  means — combining  both  plea- 
sure and  profit. 

A broad  view  of  the  several  censuses  of  the  United 
States,  by  states,  is  given  in  a following  page.  The  ag- 
gregates, by  states,  will  be  repeated,  in  a subsequent 
paper,  to  shew  the  rates  of  increase  per  cent,  in  each 
state — with  the  estimates  that  w'e  made  in  anticipation  of 
the  two  last  censuses,  and  an  attempt  to  calculate  the 
population  in  1840,  having  guessed  pretty  well  on  fortner 
occasions,  as  to  the  grand  totals,  though  sometimes  consi- 
derably wrong  in  the  locations  of  the  people.  In  this 
latter  we  do  not  now  expect  to  be  more  fortunate — for 
the  currents  of  emigration  are  altogether  uncertain,  as 
well  as  the  masses  of  them;  now  there  is  a brisk  and  then 
a slackened  movement  from,  or  into,  some  of  the  states 
or  territories,  governed  by  circumstances  that  no  one  can 
foresee.  The  general  ratios  of  increase,  per  cent,  how- 
ever, will  decline  as  the  gross  number  of  the  population 
advances — thus,  if  a certain  district  contains  100  persons 
and  receives  another  100  in  any  given  time,  the  increase 
is  100  per  cent,  but  if  the  poi>ulation  is  200,  and  100  be 
added,  the  increase  is  only  at  tlie  rate  of  50  per  cent,  and 
this  principle  operates  against  the  power  of  emigration 
from  Europe,  which  is  large,  but  still  a small  matter 
compared  with  the  natural  increase.  On  these  subjects 
we  propose  to  indulge  ourselves  in  some  siieculations, 
built  upon  ascertained  facts,  for  the  amusement  or  in- 
struction of  those  who  are  curious  in  such  things,  with 
references  also  to  the  effects  of  an  increased  population 
on  the  general  business  and  wealth  of  well-governed 
communities. 

Certain  papers  are  copied  from  the  London  Herald 
relative  to  a recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  new 
American  states,  by  Spain — a measure  which  the  two 
last  and  the  present  presidents  of  the  United  States  have 
all  had  much  at  heart.  We  fear  that  the  people  of  these 
states  are  not  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  but  their 
happiness  might  be  promoted,  and  Spain  herself  benefit- 
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ted,  we  think,  by  an  acknowledgment  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  of  a stale  of  things  that  really  exists,  and  cannot  be 
altered,  by  any  other  act  on  her  behalf. 

Mr.  having  been  appointed  chief  justice  of 

the  2d  judicial  district  of  Maryland,  vice  Earle,  resign- 
ed, a vacancy  is  made  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States 
— from  which  body  we  must  regret  the  departure  of  Mr. 
C.  and  so  will  many',  as  having  been  among  the  most  at- 
tentive and  industrious  of  its  members. 

A public  dinner  was  recently  given  to  'Slv.-Jirotvn,  one 
of  the  senators  from  North  Carolina,  in  Craswell  county. 
Among  others,  the  following  toasts  were  drank: 

The  president  of  the  United  Stales:  Ho  never  slirinifs  from 

responsibility,  when  duly  to  liis  country  calls  for  action. 

The  United  States  hank:  A violaud  constitution  proclaims 
its  origin,  a mercenary  press  and  induonced  senate  proclaim  its 
corruption,  an  indignant  community  decrees  its  downfall. 

Our  distinguished  guest,  the  hon.  B.  Brown,  a democrat  of 
the  Jefferson  school:  an  honest  and  fearless  advocate  of  the 
rights  of  the  people:  North  Carolina  will  appreciate  his  worth, 
and  in  her  gratitude  reward  his  services. 

After  this  toast  was  drank,  Mr.  Brown  rose,  and  delivered  an 
eloquent  and  atiiinated  tiddress  to  the  com[)any,  hy  whom  it 
was  received  with  the  most  profound  and  respectful  attention. 
He  concluded  hy  oflering  the  following  sentiment: 

The  responsibility  of  public  agents  to  their  constituents: 
The  vital  principle  of  republics;  the  surest  means  of  preserving 
our  free  institutions. 

The  hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  A native  of  North  Carolina, 
the  disciple  of  Jefferson,  a consistent  democrat,  the  lion  of  the 
we.st:  When  he  raises  his  voice  in  the  senate,  the  canicular  of 

the  bank  fear  and  tremble;  he  is  emphatically  on  the  high  road 
to  honor  and  [irornotion. 

Nathaniel  Macon;  The  best  living  model  of  republican  sim- 
plicity and  political  consistency. 

A great  “whig”  dinner  was  given  to  Messrs.  Silsbec 
and  IVebster,  senators  fr  om  Massacliusetts,  at  Salem,  in 
that  state,  last  w'cek — the  conijiany  consisted  of  900  per- 
sons, and  several  other  invited  guests  were  present,  among 
them  gov.  Davis,  lieut.  gov.  Armstrong,  and  Messrs. 
Bates,  Choate,  Ex'ei'ett,  Lincoln  and  Reed,  members  of 
congress,  with  Mi\  Evans,  of  Maine;  and  from  others  that 
had  been  invited  excuses  were  oft’ered.  Several  long 
and  earnest  addresses  were  made — some  of  them  in  great 
power,  but  w e cannot  make  room  for  them  now.  Among 
other  proceedings — 

The  following  letter  from  ex  president  Jidams,  was  read  by 
thechnirmnn  of  the  committee  of  anangements: 

Levered  Sallonstull,  esq.  Salem. 

Q,uincy,  29M  July, 

Sir;  I have  received  your  obliging  inviuiion  in  behalf  of  the 
Whigs  of  Sali'in,  of  rny  attendance  at  a dinner  to  l>e  given  to  the 
senators  of  the  commonwealth,  in  the  congress  of  the  United 
States.  Cordially  approving  the  conduct  of  those  eminent  citi- 
zens, in  the  station  assigned  to  them  by  the  confidence  of  their 
constituents,  I regret  that  my  engagements  will  deprive  me  of 
the  pleasure  of  joining  with  you  in  the  festivity  by  which  you 
propose  to  signalize  your  approbation  of  the  firmness  and  ability 
with  which  tliey  have  discharged  the  trust  committed  to  them. 
Of  the  importance  of  the  services  rendered  by  them  to  our  com- 
mon country,  in  the  trying  emergencies  which  mark  the  pre- 
sent era  of  our  history,  I entertain  the  liveliest  sense.  It  is  in 
the  senate  of  the  confederated  nation,  and  1 regret  to  be  obliged 
from  the  deepest  conviction  to  add,  in  the  senate  alone,  that 
the  friends  of  our  union,  and  of  its  free,  repiililican  institutions, 
can  find  a solid  foundation  for  the  cheering  hope  that  they  will 
be  preserved  and  redeemed  from  the  imposture  of  pretended  re- 
form, from  the  frenzy  of  senseless  experiments,  and  from  the 
rapacity  of  executive  usurpation. 

Under  this  impression,  f lender  to  the  whigs  of  Salem,  with 
my  thanks  for  their  friendly  invitation,  the  following  sentiment: 

“The  constitutional  check  of  the  senate,  fearlessly  and  faith- 
fully applied  to  the  executive  simple  m.vchine,’^ 

And  remain,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
John  Quincy  Adams. 

Mr.  Churchhill,  of  Maine,  who  gave  the  only  vote  from 
that  state  to  general  Jackson  in  1828,  is  now  (he  “anti- 
Jacksou”  candidate  for  congress  against  F.  O.  J.  Smith, 


410 


NILES’  REGISTER— AUG.  16,  1834— MISCELLANEOUS. 


the  present  member.  Mr.  C’s  vote  wiis  called  “a  star  in 
in  the  east,”  iu  1828 

We  did  intend,  as  stated  in  the  “N.  York  Mercantile 
Advertiser  and  Advocate,”  to  have  made  a full  record  of 
all  the  votes  given  at  the  presidential  election  in  1832, 
and  expemled  a good  deal  of  lime  in  the  collection  and 
prepai-ation  of  materials  for  it;  but  from  several  of  the 
states  the  returns  were  not  presented,  or  so  imperfectly 
that  we  could  not  use  them,  and  thus  the  project  was,  of 
necessity,  al)andoned.  Such  tables  are  not  mere  matters 
of  political  curiosity — there  is  often  political  utiUly  in 
them,  and  hence  the  earnestness  with  which  we  have 
sought  the  facts  necessary  to  compile  them. 

It  has  been  more  than  once  mentioned,  that  a grand 
project  is  entertained  of  opening  a sloop  or  steamboat  na- 
vigation from  the  Chesapeake  buy  to  the  lakes,  by  ivay  of 
the  Susqnehannah  river,  &c.  A late  number  ot  the 
“Harrisburgh  Intelligencer”  has  a long  account  of  cer- 
tain proceedings  had  in  relation  to  this  matter,  which  is 
spoken  of  as  an  improvement  that  may  be  certainly  ef- 
fected, and  without  an  extraordinary  eftbrt  or  extrava- 
gant use  of  means — and  if  efl'ected,  what  mighty  results 
must  flow  from  it!  The  navigation  woidd  passthrough 
the  great  iron  and  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  near 
the  beds  of  gypsum,  and  the  deposites  of  salt,  in  New 
Yoi  k,  &CC.  \Ve  do  not  remember  the  distance  on  this 
proposed  line,  butthink  that  it  is  much  shorter  and  more 
direct  than  any  other,  between  the  great  waters  of  the 
north  and  west  and  those  of  the  soutli.  Already,  in- 
deed, are  Huron  and  Michigan  brought  near  to  the  At- 
lantic, distance  being  measured  by  lime — but  mightier 
things  are  yet  to  be  done  than  any  that  are  now  accom- 
plished. The  march  of  science  and  of  power  has  only 
just  begun — 'but,  to  proceed  as  it  ought,  must  be  encou- 
raged; and,  w ith  the  passage  of  Mr.  CVo^’sland  bill,  only, 
incalculable  benefits  would  be  rendered  to  the  people  of 
all  the  states.  This  bill  will  pass — for,  while  its  provi- 
sions would  do  much  in  the  way  of  improvement,  they 
must  eftect  a yet  more  imijortant  service  in  consolidating, 
not  the  government,  but  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
aiid  make  every  man  leel  more  and  more  that  he  has  a 
country  and  a home  worth  defending,  with  neighbors 
friends  in  every  part  of  this  widely  extended  republic — 
and  besides,  every  public  improvement  softens  down 
those  jealousies,  or  does  away,  more  or  less,  those  par- 
tial attachments  to  localities,  that  have  in  them  the  seeds 
of  controversies  that  may  prove  fatal  to  the  best  hopes  of 
th«  world.  The  facilities  afforded  in  the  transportation 
of  persons  and  commodities,  vast  as  they  now  appear, 
are  mere  types  of  those  which  are  to  come,  for  the  pub- 
lic accommodation  arid  profit.  It  is  less  than  20  years 
since  a subscriber  to  the  Registku  informed  us  that  it 
cost  him  twenty  bushels  of  wheat,  and  the  labor  of  a man 
and  two  horses  nearly  two  days,  to  carry  it  to  the  mar- 
ket, to  pay  us  his  annual  subscription  of  only  five  dollars 
— but  the  state  of  things  is  very  different  with  that  gen- 
tleman now;  and  so  it  is  vviih  relation  to  other  coarser 
commodities,  earths  or  minerals,  the  products  of  forests 
and  mines,  and  other  precious  deposites  of  nature  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  mankind.  Let  then  the  good  work  go 
on — and  the  people,  with  one  accord,  place  thbir  sove- 
reign veto  against  all  persons  who  attempt  to  forbid  the 
progress  of  internal  improvement. 

Dr.  William  Howard,  and  two  assistant  engineers, 
have  been  assigned  by  the  war  department  to  make  the 
examination  or  survey  of  the  proposed  work,  beginning 
at  Columbia,  we  believe,  as  the  Susquehannah,  from  its 
mouth  to  that  point,  has  been  already  surveyed.  A slack 
water  navigation,  with  locks,  is  chiefly  contemplated. 
Some  short  canals,  however,  will  be  necessary,  to  over- 
come the  more  rapid  falls  of  the  river,  &c.  at  certain 
places.  Dr.  H.  had  arrived  at  Harrisburgh,  and  was 
taking  measures  to  commence  operations  immediately. 

A steamboat  is  about  to  ply  betw-een  Wilkesharre, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Oswego,  New  York,  as  we  see  it  is 
stated  in  a Pennsylvania  paper. 

Great  works  have  been  accomplished  in  Canada,  and 
others  are  about  to  be  commenced,  in  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  within  the 


range  of  possibilities  that  some  great  city,  to  be  located  on 
Lake  Superior,  may  be  visited  by  vessels  direct  from  Li- 
verpool— though  not  of  that  “peculiar  construction”  with 
which  Englisitmen  expected  to  ascend  the  cataract  of 
JY/agaio,  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war!  That  cata- 
ract, however,  is  no  longet  an  impassable  barrier  betw  een 
the  upper  and  lower  lakes.  A canal  has  been  made 
round  the  falls,  and  the  ascent  or  descetil  between  Onta- 
rio and  Erie  is  easy'. 

There  has  been  some  warm  editorial  work,  in  the  late 
hot  weather,  between  the  “New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce” and  llie  “Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate,” 
and  the  facts  stated  seem  j)roper  for  record.  The 
“Journal”  [tublished  a list  of  foreign  arrivals,  at  the  port 
of  New  York,  shewing  that  they  amounted  to  1,122  in 
the  first  7 montlisof  1833,  and  to  1,218  in  the  same  time 
of  1834,  and  also  that  1G8  “cargoes”  of  dry  goods  had 
been  received  in  the  first  period,  and  189  cargoes  in  the 
other,  saying,  however,  that  the  increased  cargoes  were 
made  uj)  of  a less  amount  of  goods.  On  this,  the  “Ad- 
vertiser” is  furnished  with  a list  of  ten  first  rate  slfips, 
being  of  the  large  and  s])lendid  packets  that  ply  between 
New  York  and  Liverpool,  or  London  and  Havre,  making 
20  passages  to  Europe  aiid  back,  from  the  8th  December, 
1833,  to  26lh  July,  1834,  giving  all  their  names,  with 
the  exact  amount  of  the  out  and  home  freights  carried 
each  voyage.  'I'he  aggregate  of  the  freights  is  equal  to 
88,076  dollars,  whereas  the  outlay  on  the  voyages,  such 
as  for  wages,  subsistence, &c.  is  shew  n to  be  120,000  dol- 
lars, and  the  whole  r//n  of  the  vessels,  including  interest 
on  tlie  cost  of  them,  &c.  is  put  down  at  180,000,  in  the 
eight  months  staled — the  cost  of  the  ships  being  rated  at 
.500,000  dollars;  and  it  is  broadly  asserted  that  the  freights 
fell  short  of  the  actual  expense.s  in  the  sum  of  |>91,924. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  case  is  fully  and  fairly  made 
out;  but  the  transportation  of  passe7igers  forms  a consi- 
derable part  of  the  ordinary  business  of  these  vessels— 
and  this  sotu’ce  of  income  seems  on  the  increase,  now 
WORKING  BO'ru  WAT.s.  As  for  example,  the  Indepen- 
dence, a new  and  most  si)lendid  ship,  which  sailed  on 
the  8th  August  for  Liverpool,  had  only  £256  8s.  3d. 
freight,  but  was  filled  with  steerage  passengers,  return- 
ing home,  to  the  utmost  limit  allow  ed  by  law,  and  other- 
wise would  have  had  at  least  three  hundred,  for  so  many 
applied  for  berths  in  her. 

The  Advertiser  further  says — The  amount  of  duties  on 
the  cargo  of  the  packet  ship  John  Jay',  on  her  last  arrival, 
did  not  exceed  ten  thou.sand  dollars.  Some  of  her  for- 
mer cargoes  have  paid  f 150,000  duty. 

These  return  cargoes  of  passengers  are  becoming  more 
and  more  common;  but  the  bringing  of  them  appears  also 
on  the  increase — for,  in  the  first  7 months  of  the  present 
year,  there  arrived  34,625,  against  23,316,  same  time, 
last  year.  But  those  who  return,  being  generally  of  the 
better  class  of  enngrants,  and  having  also  some  money, 
or  the  means  of  making  it,  are  such  as  we  are  most  anx- 
ious should  find  reasons  to  remain  with  us. 

In  speaking  of  the  “right  of  instruction”  in  the  last 
Regis'cer,  w e asked— 

“ Is  ttie  whole  policy  of  lids  government,  on  great  national 
questions,  to  he  changed  as  accidental  changes  lake  place  in 
ihe  politics  of  ineinbers  of  the  state  legislatures.?” 

This  query  was  put  with  particular  reference  to  the 
state  of  New  Jersey.  Since  then  we  have  picked  up  the 
following  statement  of  the  results  of  the  elections  in  1832 
and  1833.  The  first  shewed  the  strength  of  parties,  a 
strong  vote,  on  both  sides,  being  given  at  the  polls;  but 
the  second  shews  only  the  apalliy'  or  self-confidence  of  one 
of  the  parties,  and  the  laudable  vigilance  of  the  other; 
for,  while  one  party  fell  short  more  than  6,000  votes,  the 
other  was  deficient  only  51.  And  had  the  party  w'hich 
had  so  large  a majority  in  1832  continued  its  vigilance, 
would  not  even  the  political  characier  of  the  present 
house  of  representatives  haie  been  changed?  If  6 are 
taken  from  one  side  and  added  to  the  other,  we  have  the 
number  12,  on  disputed  questions.*  I'his  shews,  and  to 
all  parties,  the  importance  of  attending  the  polls.  “Vi- 
gilance is  the  condition  on  which  liberty  is  granted.” 

*Many  of  the  most  important  questions  before  the  house 
were  decided  by  a less  majority  than  12,  at  the  last  session. 
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Nat.  rep. 

, Jachson. 

Nat.  rep. 

Jackson. 

3 622 

2.088 

2,506 

2,162 

1,811 

1,706 

1,385 

1.556 

1,I'J5 

1,23-2 

890 

l'l43 

1.823 

•2,276 

1,*230 

2,207 

2, -229 

2, -208 

1,313 

2.162 

2,863 

1.753 

1,570 

1,923 

1,563 

1,295 

771 

1,446 

1,147 

929 

941 

1,052 

1,171 

1,079 

569 

966 

17,424 

14,668 

11,205 

14  617 

•eceding  i 

t appears  that 

the  repre 

sentalions 

FROM  THE  PRINCETON  WHIG. 

New  Jersey  election  returns  of  1832  and  1833,  compared. 

1832.  1633. 


Essex, 

Middlesex, 

;Someroet, 

lJuiiierduii, 

Muninoiiih, 

Btirlin”tiHi, 

Gloiicesier, 

Salem, 

Cumberland, 


of  six  counties  out  cl  llie  7iine,  were  “acculenlplly 
changed — tliat  is,  by  the  lukewarmness  of  one  party  and 
the  continued  activity  of  tlie  otlier;  for  the  latter  pai  ly 
shews  i\o  ffam  of  votes,  but  a general  loss  of  51;  and  in 
no  one  of  tlie  six  cases  would  the  number  given  by  the 
instructing  party  in  1S33  have  secured  the  success  of  its 
candidates  in  the  well  contested  year  1832. 

Mistakes  having  been  made  in  an  article  on  t!ic  gold 
bills,  published  in  tlie  llKcisrEU  of  the  12th  ult.  \vhich, 
however,  had  no  effect  on  the  principle  of  the  matter  in- 
tended to  be  shewn — viz;  the  great  interest  of  the  private 
slockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  .States  in  tlie  pre- 
servation of  a “sound  currency,”  that  their  several 
amounts  of  stock  held,  atul  profits  earned,  may  be  re- 
turned, or  paid,  in  such  currency — we  shall  present  the 
facts  in  a cori’ected  form. 

Credits  of  the  bank — Is^  of  June. 

Loans  and  debts 


Due  from  state  banks 
Value  of  real  estate 


Specie 

Funds  in  Europe 


$52,201,912 

3,329,362 

3,000,000 


58,531,274 


12,298,333 

1,500,000 


13,798,333 


Liabilities — Is^  June. 
Circulation  16,612,527 

Public  deposites  2,731,988 

Private  do.  6,867,892 


72,329,607 


26,212,407 


To  be  divided  among  the  stockholders 
Of  which  the  United  States  owns  l-5th, 


46,117,200 
or  9,223,450 


And  the  private  stockholders  *$36,893,650 

$28,000,000  of  which  is  in  the  par  value  of  their  stock 
— the  rest  is  profits,  if  the  debts  due  are  paid  in  a “sound 
currency.”  It  is  probable  that  the  bank  has  also  some 
“surplus  funds.” 

Now,  as  the  ch.irter  of  the  bank  expires  in  March, 
1836,  and  only  two  years  thereafter  are  allowed  for  it  to 
“wind  up”  its  affairs,  what  class  of  persons  are  so  much 
interested  in  the  preservation  of  a “sound  currency”  as 
the  private  stockholders  of  the  bank,  and  why  should 
they  oppose  a “travelling  on  gold” — as  the  “Globe” 
says  that  the  people  will  travel!* 

We  desire  it  to  be  recollected,  that,  in  times  long 
past,  we  combatted  on  the  side,  if  we  did  not  take  a lead, 
of  those  who  desired  a sound  and  equalized  currency — 
and  that,  years  ago,  we  proposed  a reform  of  our  gold 
coinage  that  its  standard  might  more  nearly  correspond 
witli  the  silver  coinage,  the  latter  being  the  measure  of 
value  in  the  United  States:  but  we  had  no  idea  either  of 
making  a debased  or  depreciated  currency,  or  of  subserv- 
ing the  miserable  purposes  of  transient  political  jiarlies. 
Now,  however,  the  gold  bills,  though  not  opposed  as 
parly  measures,  are  proclaimed  to  be  such,  and  the  new 
gold  coins,  (called  by  a party  name,  to  act  on  ignorant 
persons),  are  considered  as 'a  “stab  under  the  fifth  rib” 
to  the  bank  ot  the  United  States,  ■while  it  is  supposed  bit 
the  actors  in  this  case,  that  the  bank  must  and  shall  die  a 
natural  death,  speedily!  It  may  die,  as  supposed;  but 


*This  result  is  nearly  the  same  as  before,  thuugli  brought  out 
by  a very  different  process!  We  were  mistaken  in  the  arrangr- 
nienl  of  the  figures.  It  was  one  of  these  things  that  will  soine- 
times  happen  one  knows  not  how. 


the  overwhelming  fact  remains — that,  if  so,  the  private 
Stockholders  of  this  batik  have  a direct  interest  of  near 
37  millions  of  dollars  in  the  establishment  ol  a sound 
currency,  that  its  capital,  and  profits  earned,  may  be  di- 
vided among  ihein.  The  inconsistency  of  these  men  is 
too  glaring  to  need  further  remark — but  inconsistency 
“is  tlie  order  of  the  day.”  How  many  years  gold  coin- 
age will  it  take  to  i>ay  the  thirty-eight  millions,  unless 
the  too  highly  ajipreciated  value  of  our  new  gold  coins, 
sliall  cause  the  people  to  prefer  silver  coins,  and  bring 
about  the  import  of  gold  and  export  of  silver,  to  settle 
“balances  of  trade”  with  particular  places? 

Specimens  of  the  new  coins  are  paraded  as  though 
ihei  e was  a divinity  in  them,  aiid  especially  to  the  work- 
ing classes.  It  is  a poor  afiair.  flow  long  will  these 
classes  be  able  to  keep  them,  if  obtained?  They  will 
not  purcliase  more  in  the  market  house  or  at  the  baker’s 
or  grocer’s — than  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  other  good  banks;  but  rather  pass  less  freely,  per- 
haps— for  it  is  said  that  they  are  already  counterfeited. 
But  at  any  rate,  except  as  jiocket  pieces  or  brag  money, 
what  will  they  do  towards  the  pav  ment  of  w ages  to  per- 
sons that  must  immediately  part  with  them,  to  pass  into 
the  banks,  and  there  be  retaincil,  if  desired  by  the  banks, 
as  silver  coins  now  are^  And  if  even  five  millions  of 
dollars  in  gold  were  coineil  in  a year,  they  would  not 
pay  the  wages  earned  in  a single  week  by  those  immedi- 
ately dependent  on  the  labor  of  their  hands  for  daily 
food,  shelter  and  clothing.  Besides  the  idea  of  changing 
the  currency',  '■'■before  the  October  elections,'’’  for  political 
effect,  shews  a spirit  of  management  and  deception  that 
cannot  be  too  severely  reproved — it  refers  to  the  jieople 
as  though  they'  were  senseless  blocks  and  stones.  And  is 
it  for  this  that  lAberty  has  been  deprived  of  her  cap  on 
our  coins,  and  the  precious  words  '■‘•e  pluribus  unum," 
obliterated  from  them! 

One  other  remark.  It  appears  that  in  the  late  pros- 
perous and  busy  years  through  which  we  have  passed, 
from  20  to  25  millions  in  specie  was  all  that  could  be  well 
kept  in  the  United  States  as  the  basis  of  the  currency, 
while  the  bank  circulations  were  equal  to  140  or  150 
millions!  Will  the  change  from  silver  to  gold  as  the 
basis,  increase  the  quantity  of  coin,  or  gold,  less  than 
silver,  be  a matter  of  merchandise?  Certainly  not — un- 
less the  gold  coins  are  debased;  and  so  kept  at  home, 
like  sour  flour,  or  damaged  tobacco,  and  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple. But  and  if  gold  shall  become  the  common  curren- 
cy (as  w e would  that  it  should  be  at  a justly  settled  legal 
value)  in  the  common  transactions  between  man  and 
man,  say  not  exceeding  20  dollars — what  will  become  of 
the  hundreds  of  little  local  banks,  and  the  little  notes  is- 
sued by  them?  If  the  whole  affair  be  not  a “humbug,” 
persons  -Are  glorying  in  a stick  that  is  to  break  their  own 
heads;  for  all  these  money-shops  must  be  closed,  or,  at 
least,  lose  the  most  profitable  part  of  their  business.  We 
shall  not  regret  either  result.  But  this  is  the  laughable 
part  of  the  matter — many  that  are  the  loudest  in  praise 
of  a gold  currency  are  the  most  zealous  of  all  persons  to 
establish  new  banks,  or  manufactories  of  paper  money — ■ 
and  so  there  is  a hurrah  on  both  sides,  one  hurrah  for 
gold,  and,  by  the  same  breath,  another  hurrah  for  rags! 
But  some  “understand”  the  whole  matter,  and  so  will 
every  body  else — after  the  election. 

P.  S.  “7'o  this  complexion  rve  must  come  at  last!'* 
The  local  Ivanks,  to  maintain  their  own  circulation  of 
what  the  affiliated  presses  call  “rag-money,”  (for  Hl.e 
time  being),  will  combine  for  the  preservation  of  their 
profits — the  great  balance-'ivheel,  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  being  among  the  tilings  that  were;  and  tlie  golden 
humbug  then  appear  in  conspiracies  against  the  private 
rights  of  individuals,  by'  paper-money-shops  scattered 
all  over  the  country',  unless  the  depreciated  value  of  the 
eagle,  and  its  jilentifulness  in  consequence,  shall  make 
the  banks  glad  to  part  w ith  a coin  that  they  are  compelled 
to  receive.  This  may'  or  may  not  happen;  but  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  proceedings  of  the  banks  of  Augu.sta,  in  Geo. 
will  be  generally  followed,  perhaps,  especially  in  those 
states  where  hanks  are  most  numerous,  or  from  which 
the  curi'ent  of  trade  renders  specie  a matter  of  merchan- 
dise, only,  as  it  is  in  Mexico  and  other  places  producing 
the  precious  metals;  and  we  shall  have  little  “monsters” 
in  abundance,  to  vex  the  people  and  eat  out  their  sub- 
1 stance;  for  there  is  no  limit  to  the  [lOw  er  assumed  by  the 
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combined  banks  of  Augusta.  Tlie  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  is  true,  has  assumed  a sovereign  right,  and 
power,  in  himself,  to  regulate  the  curreucj  but  surely 
it  does  not  belong  to  private  corporations  to  enter  in^) 
conspiracies  to  do  it,  and  J'ovce  a i)aper  circulation  in 
the  manner  stated  below.  No  one  will  be  fool  enough  to 
send  specie  to  t!ie  north,  when  he  can  save  the  cost  and 
risk  of  transportation  in  the  i)urchase  ot  bills;  but  to  say 
that  he  shall  not  send  it,  if  he  i)leases,  must  not  he  al- 
lowed. If  there  is  a right  in  local  banks  to  ])rescribe  the 
terms,  or  establish  a money-tariff,  that  sliall  be  obser\efl, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  being  *‘out-lawed” — it 
may  as  well  proceed  to  fifty  per  cent,  as  have  a limit  at 
a half  per  cent.  But  we  cannot  extend  our  remarks  at 
present.  We  wish  to  see  the  resolutions  in  exlenso, 
which  have  not  yet  reached  us. 

From  the  Boston  Patriot.  Resolutions  of  the  followiiii;  tenor 
have  been  adopted  by  the  general  committee  of  the  banks  of 
Augusta,  Ga.  That  the  account  of  any  person  or  firm,  dealing 
in  exchange,  who  shall  draw  specie  from  any  one  of  the  banks 
of  the  city,  when  he  can  procure  funds  on  the  north,  or  on 
Charleston  at  one  half  per  cent,  or  Savannah  at  one  fourth  per 
cent,  shall  be  sto(»ped  at  all  the  city  bank*;  when  thus  stopped, 
notice  of  the  fact  is  to  be  given  to  all  the  banks  of  the  state;  and  if, 
after  such  notice,  either  of  said  banks  shall  afford  facilities  to 
such  person  or  firm  for  making  specie  calls  upon  cither  of  the 
banks  of  Augusta,  the  latter  will  frotn  that  time  require  sfrecie 
settlements  from  the  banks  affording  such  facilities.  Three 
houses  have  been  already  outlawed,  in  pursuance  of  these  re- 
solutions, by  the  Augusta  banks. 


Tbe  deaths  at  Cincinnati,  throughout  the  year,  aver- 
age about  20  i»er  week — but  in  the  cholera  year  of  TSSS, 
there  were  360  deaths  in  July — in  the  same  month,  this 
}car,  .300;  but  no  epidemic  disease  is  ihouglit  to  prevail 
in  that  city. 

A few  cases  have  appeared  at  JPiltsbvryh — but  no  con- 
siderable degree  of  alarm  e.xisted,  and  the  health  of  the 
city  was  generally  good. 

Deaths  by  cholera  occur  in  many  parts  of  the  west,  but 
ue  do  not  see  it  mentioned  as  extensively  prevailing  any 
wheie,  at  j)resent. 

At  Montreal  the  deaths  by  cholera  were  on  tlie  6th  35, 
on  the  7th  40 — greatest  number  in  one  day  49;  and  at 
Quebec  from  20  to  30  a day — on  one  day  57!  Large 
numbers  of  persons,  chiefly  newly  arrived  emigrants,  die 
on  board  of  tbe  ascending  steamboats.  Ten  or  twelve 
other  places  in  Canada  are  named  as  presenting  cases  of 
cholera.  At  Montreal  4l0  deaths  occurred  from  the  12th 
to  tlie  21st  ult.  This  is  a veiy  laige  number  for  that 
city,  except  on  account  of  the  ernigratits. 

Tliough  some  of  the  most  prudent  and  liighly  respect- 
able persons  have  died  of  cholera  this  season,  and  espe- 
cially at  Monti-eal,  a very  large  majority  of  the  cases 
have  happened  in  emigrants,  or  other  persons  careless  of 
heallli,  or  badly  provided  for,  and  closely  stowed  toge- 
ther in  filthy  and  contracted  jilaces.  In  some  of  these 
the  wonder  is  how  people  live  at  all  in  such  weather  as 
we  have  had  for  several  weeks  past.  The  heat  is  gene- 
ral— and  at  Quebec  as  severe  as  elsewhere. 


The  “Globe”  says — 

“On  application  to  the  treasury  department,  we  have  obtained 
the  following: 

Specie  imported  into  and  exported  from  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  December,  18.33,  fo  August  12,  1834. 

. From  returns  received  to  1834. 

Imported. 

June  9,  $8, 642, .3.39  25 

June  30,  2,165,700  97 

July  26,  1,051,802  82 

Aug.  12,  793,848  78 


Imported,  ^12,653,691  82 

Exported,  950,815  85 

Imported  excess,  $11,702,875  97 

This  is  exclusive  of  what  is  imported  or  brought  in  by  pas- 
sengers, &c.  not  entered  on  the  manifests  of  vessels,  and  by 
land  from  Mexico  and  Canada.  These  are  supposed  to  exceed 
two  millions  of  dollars.” 

If  this  excess  of  importation  is  regarded  as  evidence 
of  national  prosperity,  how  is  it  that  the  national  industry 
stands  even  yet  paralyzed,  and  that  our  cities  are  filled 
■with  persons  seeking  employment,  that  they  may  get 
bread  ? 

It  only  shews  that  the  merchants  preferred  specie  to 
other  merchandise — that  being  in  the  greatest  demand, 
else  they  would  not  have  lost  their  freights  on  other  com- 
modities. 


Exported. 
$397,331  85 
275,219 
182,010 
96,255 


$950,815  85 


We  regret  to  notice  new  appearances  of  the  cholera  at 
several  places,  in  the  United  States,  but  in  no  one,  we 
believe,  has  it  yet  assumed  the  character  of  an  epidemic. 
The  cases  are  solitary,  and  a large  majority  of  those  at- 
tacked, are  cured,  if  attended  to  in  time. 

The  awful  season  of  long-continued  heat  that  we  have 
had,  by  which  almost  every  man  feels  himself  more  or 
less  prostrated,  with  the  abundance  of  certain  ripe  and 
unripe  vegetables  which  are  consumed  in  great  quanti- 
ties, will  account  for  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  the 
old  fashioned  cholera  morbus,  which,  by  some  unknown 
processes,  may  assume  the  appearance  of  that  disease 
which  is  commonly  known  as  the  “Asiatic  cholera.” 

The  J^eru  York  board  of  health  has  made  two  or  three 
reports,  acknowledging  a few  fatal  cases  in  that  city — but 
denying  the  existence  of  any  prevailing  epidemic.  On 
the  I2th — 12  new  cases  and  4 deaths  were  reported  by 
the  physicians  for  the  preceding  24  hours.  The  resident 
physician  has  published  some  apparently  excellent  and 
brief  hints  for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  the  disease. 

Sundry  cases  have  happened  at  Albany;  and  several 
at  Poughkeepsie.  A letter  from  the  latter  dated  last 
Monday  states,  that  25  cases  and  15  deaths  had  taken 
place  since  Friday.  Poughkeepsie  is  a very  beautiful 
village,  happily  located,  and  generally  blessed  with  ex- 
traordinary healthiness. 


A New  York  paper  of  the  7th  inst.  speaking  of  the  In- 
diana 5 per  cent,  loan  says — 

This  loan  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  propo- 
sals were  received  at  the  Merchants’  bank  in  this  city  yester- 
day, was  taken  by  Messrs.  Prime,  Ward  & King  at  one  hun- 
dred and  one  dollars  5 lOOlhs,  tor  each  hundred  dollars— pin- 
cipal  and  interest  payable  in  New  Yoik.  The  next  highest  offer 
was  a premium  of  seventy-six  cents  on  each  hundred  dollars. 
We  understand  that  the  slock  is  redeemable  in  30  years. 

This  loan  would  have  brought  a pieininm  of  more 
than  twelve  per  cent,  a year  ago,  and  the  stock  will  com- 
mand as  large  a one  a year  hence — on  a restoration  of 
peace  to  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country.  Indiana 
will  be  among  the  most  populous  and  wealthy  of  the 
states — but,  like  all  the  new  ones,  wants  much  capital  for 
new  enterprizes. 

Of  the  salt  manufacture  in  Massachusetts,  the  Barn- 
stable Joxirnal  says — 

At  no  period  since  the  commencement  of  the  salt  manufac- 
ture in  this  county  was  that  interest  more  depressed  than  at  the 
present  time.  Salt  works  are  unsaleable  at  any  price  much 
above  the  inconsiderable  value  of  the  materials  of  which  they 
are  composed,  for  other  purposes.  Salt  is  very  low.  Sales  have 
been  made  at  31  and  32  cents  per  bushel,  and  there  is  little  pros- 
pect for  an  improvement  at  present. 

The  same  manufacture  in  the  west,  though  not  near  so 
profitable  as  it  was,  still  affords,  we  believe,  a “living 
business”  to  those  engaged  in  it,  and  especially  such  as 
have  adopted  improved  processes  for  making  it.  The 
product  of  the  springs  in  N.  York  are  in  about  (heir  usual 
demand.  These  springs  are  a “monopoly”  of  the  stale, 
and  afford  a considerable  revenue. 

The  general  price  of  salt  is  considerably  affected  by 
the  reduced  cost  of  freights.  Large  quantities  are  now 
brought  into  the  U.  States  in  lieu  of  ballast — for  if,  the 
advanced  price  will  even  pay  for  the  labor  of  loading  and 
unloading  the  salt,  something  is  saved.  Our  vessels,  to 
or  from  England,  including  the  packet-ships,  seem  glad 
to  get  almost  any  thing  by  way  of  freight,  and  at  almost 
any  price. 

We  have  a good  many  returns  of  the  late  elections  in 
Kentucky  for  members  of  the  legislature,  except  in  the 
5lh  congressional  district,  made  vacant  by  the  decision 
of  the  house  of  representatives  in  the  case  of  Messrs. 
Letcher  and  Moore. 

So  far  as  heard  from,  and  enough  seems  to  have  been 
heard  to  settle  the  political  character  of  the  next  legisla- 
ture of  the  state,  it  will  be  composed  of  an  overwhelming 
anli-Jackson  majority,  elected  also  by  greatly  increased 
majorities  of  votes.  The  “Observer  and  Reporter,”  in 
the  flush  of  victory  says — “that  Jacksonism  is  extinguish- 
ed in  Kentucky— scarce  a solitary  vestige  is  now  left  of 
that  once  powerful  and  desolating  scourge.”  But  this  is. 
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fierhaps,  saying  too  much.  We  shall  have  the  particu- 
ars  for  our  next  paper. 

The  contest  between  Messrs.  Letcher  and  J\Ioore  was 
one  of  the  most  earnest  that  ever  hai>pene(l,  and  tlie  poll 
a very  great  one.  Much  is  said  about  certain  efforts  used, 
and  the  sliow  of  gold  coins  made,  but  we  do  not  entei’ 
into  details  of  such  things.  I’he  result,  however,  was, 
that  Mr.  Letcher  is  elected  by  a majority  of  258  votes, 
and,  if  there  be  not  a repetition  of  the  theretofore  unpre- 
cedented act  of  baseness,  in  -withholding  the  returns,  will 
take  his  seat  in  December  next.  But  we  cannot  suppose 
that  an  affair  of  this  kind  will  bear  a repetition ! The 
history  of  the  former  election,  in  the  proceedings,  mo- 
tives and  results  that  have  happened,  is  without  its  paral- 
lel. 

There  are  also  partial  returns  from  Indiana,  of  the 
election  of  governor  and  members  of  the  legislature— 
those  of  congress  do  not  take  place  until  next  year. 

The  following  are  all  the  returns  that  we  have  seen — 
for  governor: 

Noble  (anti  Jackson),  Reed  (Jackson). 


Madison  county. 

1,021 

689 

Wayne  do. 

2,225 

678 

Vevay  township. 

414 

119 

Edinburg  do. 

84 

12 

Columbus  do. 

463 

431 

4,207 

1,829 

We  have  no  means  of  judging  how  far  the  present 
large  majority  for  Mr.  Noble  is  decisive  of  tbe  resullt 

Australia  is  furnishing  England  with  large  supplies  of 
■wool,  and  the  capacity  to  increase  the  quantity  seems 
•without  limit,  from  the  abundance  of  wild  land  naturally 
fitted  for  the  support  of  sheep.  See  page  423. 

The  great  woollen  factory  at  Salmon  Falls,  N.  II.  was 
entirely  consumed  by  fire  on  the  7th  inst.  Whether  it  ori- 
ginated in  the  picker,  or  from  spontaneous  combustion 
of  oiled  wool,  is  not  known — but  so  rapid  was  its  pro- 
gress, after  its  first  discovery  at  5 o’clock,  P.  M.  that  the 
stair-way  was  insufficient  to  vent  the  affrighted  working 
people,  and  two  girls  were  burnt  to  death,  another  killed 
by  a fall,  and  several  much  injured  by  jumping  from  the 
fourth  story!  Others  hung  to  the  window  sills  out-side 
of  the  building,  until  relieved  by  ladders!  It  must  have 
been  an  awful  scene,  indeed.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
180,000  dollars,  a part  of  which  is  insured.  The  finish- 
ed goods  and  materials  were  chiefly  saved. 

This  establishment  cost  300,000  dollars,  and  was  one 
of  the  very  largest  and  best  managed  in  the  United  States. 
It  had  sixty  broadcloth  looms,  and  manufactured  about 
300  yards  of  cloth  per  day;  giving  employment  to  about 
200  persons,  and  support  to  500  inhabitants. 

Promptitude  is  ibe  life  of  business,  being  also  the  pa- 
rent of  confidence — and  we  see  that  the  Pittsburgh  JVa- 
vigation  and  Fire  Insurance  company  are  earning  “gol- 
den opinions”  in  ready  and  cheerful  payments  of  losses 
sustained  by  them.  Instances  are  mentioned  which  shew 
that  this  establishment  is  in  the  hands  of  practic.al  busi- 
ness men. 

A repoit  was  promulgated  a few  days  ago  at  Boston, 
that  a young  lady,  who  liad  joined  a convent  of  Ursuline 
nuns  at  Charlestown,  and  taken  the  veil — having  repent- 
ed, had  fled  from  the  convent;  but  being  traced,  was  in- 
veigled back  again,  and  had  disappeared. 

Such  a report  was  not  credible — for  every  body  knows 
that  force  would  not  be  permitted  on  such  an  occasion; 
and  common  sense  teaches  us  (to  say  nothing  of  the  un- 
rightfulness  of  the  proceedings  intimated),  that  no  reli- 
gious sect  or  body  would  daue,  (lolicy  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, attempt  things  of  this  sort  amongst  us — 'for  if  the 
law  failed  to  give  redress,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  borly  of  a person  so  missing  might  be  sought  for 
.even  under  the  foundation  walls  of  her  supposed  prison  ! 

But  there  seems  not  to  have  been  a shadow  of  truth 
in  the  story,  except  that  a nun  left  the  establishment  in  a 
state  of  mental  alienation,  and  remained  absent  some 
days — that  she  freely  returned,  in  company  of  her  brother 
and  of  the  bishop,  and  was  left  free  to  leave  the  convent 
when  she  chose.  But  still  the  report  was  believed,  and 


before  12  o’clock  in  tlie  night  of  the  11th  inst.  a mob  as- 
semhled  and  attacked  (lie  convent  with  stones,  &c.  and 
finally,  gathering  strengtii  and  boldness,  (hey  set  fire  to 
the  building,  which  was  wrapped  in  flames,  when  the 
account  came  away.  The  fate  of  (he  inmates  is  not  stat- 
ed. 

The  following  letter  from  the  bishop  to  the  father  of 
the  young  lady,  who  resides  in  New  York,  will  explain 
this  matter — and  the  New  York  American  says,  with  au- 
thority, that  there  is  no  ti-uth  in  the  report  that  her 
triends  in  Boston  could  not  find  her. 

• Boston,  July  3(,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  Your  son,  Tliomas,  will  have  iimloiihieilly  already 
inforined  you  of  (he  dehiliialed  state  of  mind  in  which  your 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  has  been  since  last  Smiilay,  and  the  tem- 
porary derangement  which  ensued,  occasioned,  as  the  physi- 
cian reports,  by  a violent  fit  of  hysterics.  While  this  lasted 
she  left  the  convent  in  her  dress  of  a religious,  and  went  to  a 
neighbor’s  house,  from  which  she  was  conveyed,  by  said  neigh- 
bor, to  the  house  of  one  of  the  parents  of  the  children  whom 
she  had  formerly  instructed  in  the  convent,  where  she  remain- 
ed until  your  son  and  myself  went  thither  and  brought  her  back 
to  the  convent  on  Tuesday  evening.  I need  not  describe  to 
you  the  uneasiness  of  mind  and  dreadful  anxiety  under  which 
we  labored  whilst  she  continued  absent  from  the  convent. 
This  you  can  more  easily  conceive  than  I can  express.  But, 
thank  God!  she  appears  now  quite  composed,  and  in  a short 
time  will  be  quite  well  again.  I saw  her  yesterday  after  the 
physician  had  left  her,  and  found  her  again  rational,  and  consi- 
dcrably  better  in  health.  She  appears  quite  amazed  at  the  step 
she  had  taken,  and  does  not  know  how  to  account  for  it.  I 
trust  that  in  a few  days  more  she  will  be  herself  again,  and  per- 
fectly recovered.  I remain,  with  respect,  your  ob’t  serv’t. 

B.  Fenwick,  hp.  sgn. 

The  bishop  was  naturally  alive  to  the  odium  that  would 
flow  from  a supposition  that  the  nun  had  been  secreted, 
and  hence  his  anxiety  on  the  subject.  W'e  have  often 
heard  Di’.  Femvick  spoken  of  most  woilhily — and  that 
he  would  mis-state  the  facts,  is  an  idea  that  cannot  be  en- 
tertained. We  are  mortified  and  disgusted  at  the  recur- 
I’ence  of  such  outi'ages,  but,  surely,  did  not  expect  any 
thing  of  the  kind  to  happen  at  Charlestown.  It  is  no  ex- 
cuse for  such  pi'oceedings,  but  it  would  seem  that  due 
pains  were  not  taken  to  arrest  the  progress  of  popular 
feeling,  which,  indeed,  might  have  been  unknown,  or  its 
force  unappreciated,  by  those  most  interested  in  its  ef- 
fects. 

P.  S.  After  this  paper  was  “made  up”  for  the  press, 
we  received  further  accounts  of  tbe  abominable  outrage 
above  mentioned.  We  can  ordy  say,  that  the  convent 
and  school-rooms,  a large  and  beautiful  building,  was 
consumed,  including  the  most  of  its  furniture,  with  its 
out-buildings  and  the  bishop’s  cottage — but  the  persons 
of  the  inmates  were  not  injured;  yet  tbe  tomb,  at  the 
foot  of  the  garden,  was  violated ! The  local  police  seems 
to  have  been  stupified  by  the  fury  of  the  mob,  and  offered 
no  effectual  resistance.  It  is  said,  however,  that  one  or 
two  muskets  were  discharged  from  the  convent,  or  one  of 
the  adjacent  buildings:  but  the  affair  has  caused  a great 
excitement,  and  sober  truth  is  not  yet  fully  stated.  An 
immense  meeting  of  the  people  of  Boston,  however,  was 
held  at  Faneuil  Hall,  (on  the  invitation  of  the  mayor),  at 
which  a most  respectable  committee  was  appointed,  [H. 

G.  Otis,  as  its  chairman),  to  assist  in  bringing  tbe  offem'- 
ers  to  justice,  and  expressing,  in  the  severest  terms,  the 
public  indignation  at  the  outrage  committed.  The  whole 
proceeding  is,  on  every  account,  most  decidedly  con- 
demned, and  we  have  no  doubt  that  the  loss  of  property 
will  be  fully  indemnified  by  the  always  liberal  citizens 
of  Boston. 

There  was  also  a great  mob  and  riot  in  the  lower  part 
Philadelphia,  in  the  evening  of  Tuesday  last.  For 
some  cause  not  stated,  a large  party  of  young  men  met, 
and  attacked  a place  where  the  amusement  of  what  is 
called  the  “flying  horses”  was  kept,  and  frequented 
chiefly  by  blacks.  These  defended  themselves,  and  a 
bloody  battle  ensued.  The  mayor  and  his  police  main- 
tained themselves  manfully,  and,  assisted  by  many  spe- 
cial constables,  restored  the  public  pence;  but  (lie  build- 
ings were  demolished  and  much  damage  otherwise  done 
— several  hundred  persons  being  engaged  in  the  affray. 
Many  ]irisoners  were  taken  and  committed.  A large 
number  of  the  police  were  wounded.  It  was  a very 
fierce  and  wicked  affair. 
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In  the  last  Register,  page  404,  under  the  liead  of 
“Political  History,”  we  inserted  letters  from  IMessrs. 
Harrison  Gray  Otis  and  Jo fm  Lowell,  l)aving  a relation 
to  certain  remarks  made  by  Mr.  ol  Hbode  Island, 

in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  Potter  was  referred  to,  by  Mr.  Pierce,  as  tlie  au- 
thority of  the  latter  for  the  assertions  made  by  him,  as  to 
the  designs  of  the  Hartford  convention — rejected  in  tlie 
letter  of  Mr.  Lowell;  and,  in  con&e(i'ience,  Mr.  J^otler 
appears  in  the  “Rhode  Island  Republican,”  and,  addres- 
ing the  editor,  says— 

1 have  seen  a letter  in  the  Herald  of  the  Time.",  from  Mr. 
Lowell  of  Boston,  denying  lii:f  Inivtng  bad  any  conversation 
with  me  respecting  the  Hartford  convention.  I think  it  due  to 
him  as  well  as  to  myself  to  say  that  I never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  him  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  nor  ever  told  any 
other  person  that  I had — that!  never  saw  liim  to  my  knowledgi;, 
and  have  never  had  any  correspondence  with  him.  Inconse- 
quence of  my  political  opponents  in  this  state  charging  nie  with 
being  in  fovor  of  that  convention  hy  way  [of  reproacli,  I have 
staled  to  several  citizens  of  the  slate  a part  of  a conversation 
that  1 had  with  col.  Pickering,  when  he  first  received  informa- 
tion from  Massachusetts,  (which,  if  I recollect  well,  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  a letter  from  Mr.  Lowell),  that  they  had 
appointed  delegates  to  that  convention,  and  he  said  he  hoped 
Rhode  Island  would  do  the  same.  I told  him  1 hoped  they 
would  have  more  prudence  than  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
it;  that  although  I had  been  opposed  to  the  administration  and 
many  of  its  leading  measures,  yet  I w'as  unwilling  to  do  any 
thing  to  encourage  Great  Britain  to  continue  the  war  or  to  exact 
harder  terms  in  a negotiation  for  peace  than  she  otherwise 
would,  and  was  not  willing  to  do  any  thing  that  miuht  tend  to 
injure  the  country  nterely  for  the  purpose  of  prostrating  the  ad- 
ministration. 

In  consequence  of  this  conversation  and  the  very  great  desire 
I had  that  Rhode  Island  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
convention,  I wrote  several  letters  to  my  personal  and  political 
friends  at  home,  and  among  others  to  the  hon.  James  Rhodes, 
then,  1 believe,  in  the  senate,  and  as  I had  no  copies  of  them  1 
applied  to  him  a few  years  ago  to  ascertain  whotlier  he  had 
preserved  any  of  them,  and  I have  now  in  my  possession 
the  original  of  the  letter,  (certified  by  him),  from  which,  as  it  is 
long,  I will  make  the  following  extracts — 

[Here  Mr.  Potter  introduces  certain  extracts  from  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  dated  October  23,  1814,  shewing 
his  wish  that  Rhode  Island  should  have  nothing  to  do 
•with  that  convention— but  as  this  has  no  concern  with  llie 
matter  before  us,  the  extract  is  omitted.  Mr.  P.  then 
proceeds,  and  says — ] 

I am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  publish  any  thing  respecting  this  bu- 
siness. When  I first  obtained  this  letter  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  publication  but  although  1 had  the  evidence  in  my  posses- 
sion of  my  having  been  opposed  to  the  convention,  yet  upon  re- 
flection I concluded  that  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  subject 
rest,  and  that  I had  rather  suffer  under  the  odium  of  reproach, 
(if  indeed  it  is  any  reproach),  of  having  been  in  favor  of  it, 
than  to  say  or  write  any  thing  that  should  injure  the  feelings 
of  any  one.  From  my  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  members 
of  that  convention  I should  suppose  them  incapable  of  doing 
any  thing  to  injure  their  country;  yet  howiwer  pure  their  mo- 
tives, it  had  the  same  influence  with  the  enemy  as  if  it  had 
been  composed  of  a very  different  kind  of  men  actuated  by 
bad  motives,  and  meeting  for  the  basest  purposes. 

ELISHA  R.  POTTER. 

Kingston,  August  3d,  1834. 

Parts  of  Ireland  are  said  to  be  in  a state  of  famine — 
and  yet  the  erops  have  been  generally  good.  The  fa- 
mine, we  suppose,  more  belongs  to  the  want  of  money  to 
purchase  food,  than  to  a deficiency  of  food.  When,  a few 
years  ago,  such  large  sums  were  raised  in  England  to  re- 
lieve the  famishing  people  of  Ireland,  a large  part  of  the 
money  was  laid  out  at  Liverpool,  in  the  purchase  ol  Irish 
bread-stuffs  and  rueats,  just  received  to  satisfy  “balances 
of  trade;”  and  these  were  sent  hack,  as  being  cheaper 
than  England,  herself,  could  supply.  It  is  in  "the  nature 
of  the  connexion  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
the  abundance  ot  scientific  power  in  the  former  and  want 
of  it  in  the  latter,  together  with  the  means  thought  ne- 
cessary to  keep  Ireland  in  subjection,  that  causes  a steady 
current  of  the  earnings,  or  profits,  of  the  labor  of  the 
Irish  people  into  the  possession  of  their  more  fortunate 
neighbors.  There  are  vast  accmnulations  of  profits  made 
•every  year  in  Great  Britain,  hut,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, very  few  in  Ireland,  and  hence  the  lack  of  capital  in 
the  one,  which  perpetually  adds  to  the  power  of  the  other, 
making  new  profits.  There  is  also  a redundancy  of  po- 
pulation in  Ireland,  which  is  the  more  severely  felt  for 
the  reasons  just  .stated.  Some  relief  is  afforded*  by  emi- 
gration to  America,  Australia,  kc.  hut  this  dotis  not,  hv 


any  means,  equal  the  natural  increase,  and  things  get 
worse  and  worse  every  year;  and  it  is  also  rendered 
more  and  more  difficult  to  obtain  means  sufficient  lor  the 
purposes  of  emigration. 

It  may  he  well  to  say  one  word  about  the  accumula- 
tions alluded  to.  If  a person,  by  labor,  makes  a profit  of 
.500  dollars  a year,  hex  ond  tlie  cost  of  his  subsistence, 
accommodation,  kc.  so  much  is  added  to  the  capital  of 
the  country;  and,  whether  such  profits  he  prudently  vest- 
ed in  inquoved  lands,  new  fences,  or  any  tiling  else,  he 
has  30  dollars,  as  the  fair  interest  on  the  profits,  to  add  to 
his  capital  tlie  succeeding  year,  and  so  on  at  a compovnd 
ratio,  what  may  he  calleil  interest  is  perjietually  passing 
into  what  is  principal;  and  there  is  also  an  old  saying  of 
much  force  that  “money  begets  money,”  and  so  it  is  ac- 
cwmdated.  Now,  perhaps,  there  are  no  aggregates  of 
surplus  ])rofits  added  to  the  average  capital  of  Ireland  by 
the  labor  of  her  people-^and  hence  her  misery  increases 
as  population  advances,  and  makes  new  wants. 

THE  DEPOSITE  BANK  AT  PORTSMOUTH,  N.  II. 

Tolally  (lisrf  panling  those  rierrees  vvhicli  tlie  preceding  and 
present  “offieials”  of  “the  government,”  ordained  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the  sale/Zi^e  and  “rc/brnicd’- presses  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  “rewarded”  editors — we  act  upon  otir  own 
sense  of  justice,  and  give  the  following  letter  from  the  president 
of  the  bank  alluded  to  in  extenso,  except  a small  part  which 
has  no  direct  hearing  on  the  matters  stated,  ami  contains  one  or 
two  words  that  could  not  be  permitted  to  pass  vvilhoiit  certain 
comments  that  we  have  no  desire  to  make  wliile  the  “dog-star 
laues” — wishing  much  to  “keep  cool:”  but  why  the  letter  is 
addressed  to  ns,  we  cannot  fell.  It  is  true,  that,  on  a great  oc- 
casion in  the  senate,  Mr.  IFeftsfer  selected  Mr.  Hnyne  for  sup- 
porting, instead  of  Mr.  Benton  for  advancing,  certain  doctrines 
ill  that  body,  preferring  the  “endorser” — but  that  was  a ques- 
tion ahont  opinions,  this  relates  to  matters  of  fact,  and  differ!! 
also  in  otlier  material  respects;  and  we  think  that  Mr.  Waldron 
should  have  first  addressed  liis  near  neighbor  on  the  subject,  for 
several  reasons — and  especially,  because  the  authority,  or  re- 
sponsibility of  the  facts  rests  with  him,  and  not  upon  us.  But 
all  these  considerations  are  waived,  and  w^e  grant  to  the  bank 
tlie  benefit  sought  in  the  publication  of  the  letter  of  its  pre- 
gident — only  wishing  that  he  may  mete  to  others  the  measure 
that  has  been  meted  to  him,  on  this  occasion— however  repug- 
nant it  may  be  to  the  govcrm’ne  poieer  in  New  Hampshire,  as 
to  doing  unto  others  as  we  would  that  they  should  do  unto  us. 

Portsmouth,  Aug.  4,  1834. 

HeZEKIAH  NtLES,  ESQ. 

Sir:  In  your  Register  of  the  19th  ult.  I observe  the  following: 
“We  see  it  mentioned  in  the  Providence  Journal  that  the  crew 
of  a public  vessel  of  war  were  lately  paid  off  at  Portsmouth, N.  H. 
in  hills  of  hanks  in  the  extreme  parts  of  New  York  and  of  the 
bank  of  Michigan,  which  they  were  compelled  to  make  sale  of 
at  2 or  3 per  cent,  discount  before  they  could  even  buy  a glass 
of  grog;”  and  again,  in  your  paper  of  the  26th  ult.  you  allude  to 
the  same  subject;  as  the  statement  has  no  foundation  in  fact,  I 
must  ask  you  to  correct  it  in  your  next  paper.  The  ship  Lex- 
ington having  been  the  only  public  ship  whose  crew  have  been 
paid  oft'  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  since  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposites,  it  must,  1 presume,  be  in  allusion  to  the  payment  of 
the  crew  ot  that  ship  that  the  above  false  and  scandalous  report 
W'as  fabricated.  The  crew  of  the  Lexington  were  paid  off  here 
in  May  last  by  the  purser,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Watson,  who  gave  his 
check  to  each  one  of  the  crew  for  the  amount  due,  on  the  Com- 
mercial hank  in  this  town — these  checks  were  presented  at  the 
bank  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  made  payable,  and 
they  received  in  payment  the  bills  of  the  Commercial  bank,  or 
specie,  as  host  suited  the  convenience  or  wishes  of  tlie  persona 
prc.centiug  them,  and  no  payment  to  the  amount  of  a dollar  was 
made,  or  offered  to  be  made,  in  any  bills  not  equal  to  specie,  or 
payable  at  a greater  distance  than  Boston,  and  then  only  at  the 
reqne.st  of  the  receiver.  And  as  to  Detroit  or  Michigan  bills,  or 
the  bills  of  any  extreme  part  of  New  York,  no  such  bills  were 
ever  offered  to  the  crew  of  a public  ship  at  Portsmouth,  or  to 
.my  other  person  for  them,  nor  did  the  Commercial  bank  own 
or  iiave  in  posses.*ion  any  such  bills  at  the  lime  the  crew  of  the 
Lexington  were  paid  off,  or  at  any  other  time,  nor  do  I believe 
that  there  ever  could  have  been  collected  in  Portsmouth,  atany 
time,  twenty  dollars  of  such  bills. 

[Here  a part  of  the  president’s  letter  is  omitted,  being  a mere 
repetition  of  what  is  staled  before,  and  for  the  reason  stated 
above.  Mr.  Waldron  then  adds:] 

All  the  banks  in  Portsmonth,  N.  H.  six  in  number,  some  of 
which  have  been  in  operation  from  30  to  40  years,  deal  in  no 
other  bills  than  those  which  are  equal  to  specie,  and  have  ne- 
ver suspended  specie  payments  a single  moment,  during  liie 
w'hole  term  of  their  existence,  and  I trust  they  never  W'ill.  I 
am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  WALDRON,  president 
of  the  Commercial  bank. 

*Mr.  W.  should  not  think  it  very  strange  that  we  supposed 
such  operations  were  possible,  from  many  things  that  have  hap- 
pened. 
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P.  S.  As  I consider  the  Commercial  hank,  beins  the  depo- 
sitc  bank,  to  have  been  much  injured  by  the  publications  in 
your  Register  of  the  19lh  and  £26lh  iilt.  I can  but  hope  you  will 
he  willirT"  to  give  the  above  letter  an  insertion  in  your  next  Re- 
gister. 

— ® ' 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  French  papers  to  the  2d  July  and  Tendon  to  the  Ath. 

OKEaT  BRtTAlM  AND  IRELAND. 

The'  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  i»oor  laws  passed  the 
house  of  lords  on  the  1st  July. 

Earl  Grey  introduced  the  Irish  coercion  bill,  amended  so  as 
to  deprive  it  of  the  military  court  mariial,  into  the  house  of 
lords  on  the  1st  July,  on  which  occasion  he  made  a long  and 
eloquent  speech  in  support  of  the  hill. 

The  imprisohuicnl  (or  debt  bill  had  been  read  a second  time. 
The  cholera  was  in  Dublin  and  King'ton,  Ireland. 

The  queen  of  England  is  about  to  visit  Germany,  lier  native 
country. 

FRANCE. 

A sister  of  the  queen  of  Spain  and  the  dnchess  of  Berri,  a 
Neapolitan  princess,  was  in  Paris,  and  on  the  pretext  ot  attend- 
ing the  exhibition  of  the  products  of  F'rench  industry,  which 
had  already  closed.  Her  arrival  had  given  rise  to  various 
speculations,  one  of  which  was  that  sJie  was  destined  to  marry 
the  prince  royal,  the  duke  of  Orleans. 

The  new  chambers  were  to  meet  on  the  31st  July.  A large 
fleet  was  at  Toulon  awaiting  orders. 

SPAIN. 

General  Rodil  w-as  fo  march  with  40,000  men  against  the  pro- 
vinces of  Navarre  and  Biscay,  and  thus  finish  the  spirit  of  re- 
bellion at  a blow.  Tiie  queen  reviewed  the  troops  on  the  21st 
June,  after  which  she  distributed  crosses  and  made  some  pro- 
motions. The  queen  had  made  85  peers,  many  of  whom  aic 
liberalists.  Don  Jose  de  Imaz,  minister  of  finance  had  resign- 
ed, and  his  place  filled  by  count  I'oreno,  whose  appoiniment 
had  given  general  satisfaction.  The  queen  had  nomina(ed  the 
dignities  of  the  church  and  others  who  aie  to  sit  in  the  upper 
branch  of  the  cortes. 

HOLLAND  AND  BELOICM. 

The  crops  were  abundant.  King  Leopold  had  granted  a pre- 
mium of35,000  francs  to  a merchant  who  had  sent  the  first  ves- 
sel of  the  size  of  2.50  tons,  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  loaded  with 
articles  the  production  of  national  industry,  and  another  pre- 
mium of  3,000  francs  to  a merchaiit  who  had  sent  a vessel  siini- 
laily  laden  to  Algiers.  1,200  men  of  the  army  weie  siifTering 
dreadfully  with  the  opthalmia,  and  4.800  more  had  taken  the 
seeds  of  the  disease.  The  government  had  sent  to  various 
parts  of  Europe  for  medical  assistance.  Tiie  Dutch  army  was 
concentrating  on  llie  borders  of  Belgium;  said  to  be  for  e.\er- 
cise. 

PORTUGAL. 

A legate  of  the  pope  had  arrived  at  Lisbon,  empowered  to 
yield  all  the  concessions  to  Don  Pedro,  fearful  that  he  might 
otherwise  throw  ofi  all  allegiance.  Tiie  decree  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  convents  and  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  monks 
was  being  carried  into  effect. 


ANSWER  OF  MR.  POINDEXTER 

To  an  invitation  to  a public  dinner  at  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

IVashineton  Hall,  {Lonisville),  July  2S,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tiie  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  this  date,  inviting  me,  in  behalf  of  a 
“number  of  the,  citizens  of  Louisville,  to  partake  with  them  of 
a public  dinner,”  at  such  time  as  may  suit  my  convenience. 
The  very  great  anxiety  which  I feel  to  reach  home,  and  mingle 
with  iny  constituents,  at  this  interesting  and  important  crisis  in 
public  affairs,  induced  me  fora  moment  to  hesitate,  before  I 
concluded  to  accept  your  polite  invitation;  hut  the  delay  of  one 
day  in  the  departure  of  the  steamboat,  which  is  to  convey  me 
to  Natchez,  allmvs  me  an  opportunity,  which  I embrace  with 
pleasure,  to  name  to-morrow  as  the  day  on  whi>di  1 shall  he 
happy  to  meet  my  friends  and  fellow  citizens  of  Louisville,  and 
partake  of  the  hospitality  which  they  have  so  kindly  tendered. 
You  have  been  pleased,  in  terms  highly  fl  ittering  to  my  feel 
ings,  to  ascribe  to  me  a “noble  scorn  of  corruption,  and  a fear- 
less, un->hrinking  dex'otion  to  constitutional  liberty.”  How  far 
my  public  conduct  merits  this  distingnished  notice,  i«  a matter 
concerning  which  candid  men  of  all  panics  must  decide,  on  an 
impartial  review  of  the  evidence  before  them;  hut,  I may  be 
permitted  to  say,  which  I do  with  the  utmost  sincerity,  tliat  I 
n.spire  to  no  fame  more  pure  and  exalted  than  that  which  is 
comprehended  in  the  “scorn  of  corruption,”  and  a patriotic  de- 
votion to  “constitutional  liberty.”  In  the  great  struggle  which 
arose  during  the  late  session  of  congress,  and  which  yet  re- 
mains undecided,  between  “civil  liberty  as  secured  by  positive 
law  and  the  capricious  will  of  a tyrant,”  I am  but  too  sensible 
that  your  partiality  has  led  you  fo  place  an  estimate  on  my  ser- 
vices, bej’ond  their  intrinsic  value.  “3’o  the  masterspirits” — 
the  eminent  patriots  and  statesmen  of  the  body,  of  which  I am 
a member,  and  with  whom  I was  an  humble  actor,  the  country 
is  most  “indebted  for  whatever  of  freedom  she  still  enjoys;” 
but,  among  them,  I have  no  other  claim  to  the  gratitude  of  my 
countrymen  than  that  which  is  founded  in  honesty  of  purpo.se, 
and  a sincere  desire  to  arrest  the  arm  of  usurpation  and  despot- 
ism, and  restore  the  constitution  and  laws  to  their  original  pu- 
rity and  vigor.  The  foul  perional  calumnies,  to  which  I have 


been  subjected,  and  to  which  you  allude,  through  the  organized, 
pen.«ioncd  (iresses  of  the  corrupt  and  vicious  administration, 
whose  misrnh*  I had  contributed  to  detect  and  exvmse,  have  not 
fallen  on  me  alone,  and  are  regarded  with  the  ino>t  perfect  con- 
tempt and  indirt’erence.  The  cause  of  truth  and  honor  requires 
no  such  poisoned  weapons;  they  are  taken  up  only  to  defend 
the  retreats  of  guilt  and  perfidy.  I concur  with  you,  in  consi- 
dering it  “a  part  of  the  established  system  by  which  lawless 
power  is  vainly  seeking  to  prostrate  every  individual  who  bold- 
ly withstands  its  all  grasping  usurpations.”  The  Irowns  of  a 
virtuous  and  enlightened  people,  can  alone  correct  an  evil  which 
operates  in  derogation  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  a freo 
press,  when  conducted  for  the  attainment  and  diffusion  of  in- 
formation connected  with  the  public  good.  I pray  you.  gentle- 
men, to  accept  for  yourselves,  and  those  you  represent,  the  as- 
surances of  my  best  wishes  and  friendly  salutations. 

GEO.  POINDEXTER. 

To  Messrs.  TV.  TT\  TVorsley,  George  TV.  Chitmhers,  Benjamin 
Cnuthon,  George  Keats,  Joseph  S.  Bcnham,  E.  T.  Bainhrid^e, 
Samuel  Bell,  Jl.  S,  Thruston,  A.  Miller,  jr.  M.  R.  WTgginfon. 

A large  party  assembled  on  the  occasion— about  1.50  of  the 
most  respectable  citizens  of  Louisville,  and  the  toasts  and  other 
proceedings  were  of  an  uncommonly  ardent  character;  but  we 
shall  insert  an  account  only  of  a sutliciency  of  them  to  shew  the 
temper  that  prevailed. 

TOASTS. 

Public  liberty,  violently  assaulted  by  an  executive  cabal. 
People  of  the  United  States:  keep  a vigilant  eye  upon  your  pre- 
sident— Tiberius  had  his  Sejanus,  Jackson  has  his  Van  Bitren. 

The  coHstitiitioii  of  the  United  States.  The  wounds  inflicted 
upon  it  can  only  be  cured  by  the  people  at  the  poll*. 

Our  guest,  the  lion.  George  Poindexter.  In  him  we  recogni-e 
one  of  the  noblest  of  that  Spartan  band  who  have  saveil  their 
country.  He  might  have  been  the  most  cheiished  idol  of  the 
president,  but  he  has  won  fir  himself  a far  higher  and  more 
glorious  distinction — the  frien*  and  favorite  of  the  people. 

After  the  annunciation  of  the  fourth  toast,  (says  the  Louis- 
ville paper),  which  was  received  with  roar.*  of  acclamation,  Mr. 
Poindexter  rose  and  made  an  address  of  an  hour  and  a half  to 
the  atidience.  It  was  every  way  worthy  of  that  “noblest  title 
of  man,”  an  American  senator.  The  speaker’s  theme  was 
the  recent  usnrpation.s  of  the  e.xccutive  department  of  the  gene 
ral  government. 

5Ve  shall  not  attempt  to  give  a sketch  of  the  speech,  for  we 
hope  to  he  able,  ere  long,  to  to  lay  it  entire  before  the  public. 
At  the  close  of  it  Mr.  P.  offered  the  following  sentiment: 

The  npproachino  elcdions — In  a contest  between  abstdiite 
power  in  one  in  in  and  a government  of  departments,  each  li- 
mited within  its  own  orbit,  can  a free  people  hesitate  which  to 
choose.?  No;  they  will  rise  in  the  majesty  of  their  strength,  and 
rescue  their  liberties  from  the  grasp  ot'the  ii.surper. 

Henry  Clay.  “'J'be  light  shineth  in  darkness,  but  the  dark- 
ness comprehendeth  it  not.” 

Martin  Van  Bnren.  The  true  author  of  the  rcnioral  of  the 
depoiiles — like  the  veiled  prophet  of  Khorassin,  he  will  find 
that  hi.s  silver  veil  is  too  flimsy  to  conceal  his  impostures, 

Amos  Kendall  — 

“Oh.  for  a tongue  to  curse  the  slave. 

Whose  treason  like  a deadly  blight. 

Comes  o’er  the  eouncils  of  the  drave. 

And  blasts  them  in  the  hour  of  night.” 

Mr.  Webster,  and  other  distinguished  persons,  were  also  re- 
membered in  the  volunteer  toasts.  Enough,  Jiowever,  has  been 
inserted  to  shew  the  character  of  the  party,  and  the  temper  of 
its  jirocecdings,  as  proposed  above. 

REPLY  OF  MR.^PEAKER  BELL 
To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at  Nashville. 

Nashville,  July  30th,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Your  note  of  the  28tli  instant,  inviting  me  to 
partake  of  a public  dinner,  at  such  early  time  as  may  he  conve- 
nient to  me,  was  received  on  that  day,  but  my  private  engage- 
ments prevented  an  immediate  reply,  and  I must  beg  pardon 
for  the  omission. 

I receive  with  due  sensMbility  this  mark  of  regard  from  the 
citizens  of  Nashville,  and  the  expression  of  respect  and  confi- 
dence, contained  in  your  note,  affords  me  a high  and  unaffect- 
ed gratification.  To  accept  this  civility,  however,  would  pro- 
bably, at  this  time,  cause  some  inconvenience  to  those  who 
have  so  kindly  proffered  it,  inasmuch  as  an  entertainment  is  in 
contemplation  for  the  president  of  the  United  State.*,  who.se 
arrival  is  daily  expected.  I beg  leave,  therefore,  re.*pectfnlly 
to  decline  this  invitation;  hut,  as  I am  not,  I presume  mistaken 
in  supposing,  that,  besides  the  compliment  of  a dinner,  your 
intentioti  is,  al-o,  to  afl’ord  me  an  opportunity  of  refuting  the 
misrepresentations,  in  regard  to  my  course  during  the  late  ses- 
sion of  congress,  which  found  their  way  to  the  public  e.ar  so 
soon  as  the  res’.ilt  of  the  election  for  speaker  to  the  house  of 
representatives  wa*  declared,  I vx’ill  remark  that  such  an  op. 
portunity  would  he  more  agreeable  to  me  at  a later  period  of 
the  vacation. 

I regard  many  of  the,  misrepresentations  alluded  to,  as  the 
natural  and  but  too  common  resort  of  unsuccessful  opposiiion. 
Feeling  the  fullest  assurance  that,  with  but  few  exceptions,  I 
had  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, there  was  no  necessity  that  I should  notice  statements 
derogatory  to  the  honor  and  character  of  their  presiding  officer, 
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wliieh  were  not  credited  t>y  tliem.  Amon™  my  fellow-citizens 
of  the  country  generally , 1 hnve  not  found  any  such  degree  of 
credence  given  to  these  sialeinents  as  called  for  a public  and 
partienlar  notice  from  me.  My  indisposition  to  appear  before 
the  pnblic,  except  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  a represen- 
tative in  congress,  until  a snlficienl  time  had  elapsed  for  the 
return  of  reason  and  moderation  among  those  who  were  dis- 
posed to  find  fault  with  me,  caused  me  to  decline  attending 
several  pultlic  dinners  to  which  I had  been  politely  invited  be- 
fore I left  Washington.  It  would  be  extremely  unpleasant  to 
me  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  replying  to  some  of  the  mis- 
representations, which  have  been  made  of  iny  recent  course  in 
congress,  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  have  been  propaga- 
ted in  some  of  the  neighboring  districts  of  this  state  and  in  this 
town. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  I will  continue  to  act  on  the  de- 
fensive, and  a contest  tnay  be  provoked,  which  may  turn  out 
alike  unprofitably  and  disagreeably  to  all  concerned.  Al- 
though, therefore,!  am  aware,  that,  when  men  are  actutiled  by 
the  pa.s.sion.?  which  t xcite  those  who  have  assailed  me,  in  this 
instance,  tlieir  rage  is  generally  increased,  and  their  efforts  re- 
doubled in  propoition  to  the  injustice  of  their  proceedings,  and 
the  obstinacy  of  the  peofde  in  resisting  the  impressioti,  they  de- 
sire to  tuake,  yet  I itrefer  a postpoiiemeut  of  any  more  fortnal 
and  particular  attention  to  this  subject,  on  my  part,  and  hope 
for  a returning  sense  of  ju.stice  and  propiieiy  on  the  part  of 
others. 

As  no  occasion,  however,  so  fit  and  proper,  may,  at  any 
lime,  present  itself,  I will  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
declare,  in  general  terms,  that  all  the  statements,  whether  cir- 
culated through  public  or  private  channels,  prejudicial  to  my 
honor,  or  imputing  to  me  any  itnpropriety  of  conduct  in  rela- 
tion to  the  election  of  speaker,  so  far  as  they  have  reached  iny 
ears,  are  destiuite  of  the  slightest  foundation  in  trntli,  and  are 
the  sheer  invention  ofcmhittered  perso.ual  or  political  liostiliiy, 
or  the  miscojicppfiotis  of  those  who  have  not  done  me  tin;  jus- 
tice to  uiake  the  pro[)cr  inquiry  into  my  conduct.  Tliis  insinu- 
ation, that  I descended  to  electioneer  am!  give  pledge.s  to  cither 
party  in  the  house;  or,  lliat  any  terms  whatever  were  made  be- 
tween myself  and  those  who  siqiported  me  for  the  chair;  or, 
that  T wavered  in  my  siqiport  of  the  administration,  is,  I affirm, 
wholly  untrue,  and  there  is  not  a man  of  truth  and  honor  in  ex- 
istence who  will  state  the  contrary.  The  journals  of  the  house 
of  representatives  will  show  my  support  of  the  administration 
upon  every  question  that  was  acted  upon  dining  the  .session. 

In  conclusion,  I will  say  that,  of  all  the  members  of  the  op- 
position, who  may  have  preferred  me  to  any  other  gentleman 
of  my  own  party,  who  was  run  for  the  chair,  I do  not  believe 
one  can  be  found  who  expected  me  to  change  or  modify  my 
support  of  general  Jackson,  or  his  administration,  much  less  to 
join  the  opposition.  'I’here  were  but  few  members  of  the 
house  witli  whom  Iliad  any  intercourse  upon  the  subject  of 
the  election  of  speaker,  and  I am  bound  to  say,  that,  to  what- 
ever party  they  belonged,  they  treated  me  with  delicacy,  liber- 
ality, and  propriety.  I am,  gentlemen,  with  sincere  regard, 
your  friend  and  follow-citizen,  JOHN  BELL. 

To  Messrs.  Hogg,  Shelby,  Crockett,  Douglass,  Foster,  Nichol, 
Faulx,  Hill  and  Barrow. 

— »v*o  @ 

ANSWER  OF  COL.  JOHNSON 

To  an  invitation  to  attend  a celebration  of  the  4th  of  July  at 
Philadelphia. 

Great  Crossing,  Kentucky,  2.3d  July,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Since  my  return  liome  after  the  4th,  I received 
your  invitation  to  participate  with  my  democratic  friends  in  the 
celebration  of  the  day  of  Independence,  at  the  house  of  George 
Clopp,  Islington  hotel,  in  the  Unincorporated  township,  Phila- 
delphia county,  Pa.  for  which  yon  will,  even  at  this  late  period, 
receive  my  sincere  thanks  and  grateful  acknowledgments.  The 
happiness  and  the  liberty  which  we  enjoy  under  onr  simple 
form  of  governmeBt.  have  attracted  the  wonder  of  surrounding 
nations,  and  the  friends  and  enemies  of  freedom  are  eqn.ally 
anxious  for  the  issue  ofour  so  far  successful  experiment.  One 
fixes  his  hopes  upon  the  belief  that  man  is  capable  of  self  go- 
vernment—that  the  world  was  not  made  fbrCcesar,  but  for  the 
millions — for  the  people,  that  the  only  legitimate  object  of  go- 
vernment is  the  happiness  of  the  whole  people,  and  the  only 
legitimate  rule  to  effect  it  is  the  principle  of  submitting  to  the 
(Will  of  the  majority,  fairly  and  constitutionally  expressed— the 
other  fixes  his  hopes  upon  the  incapacity  of  the  people  for  self 
government.,  upon  the  divine  right  of  kings,  or  the  rule  of  the 
few  over  the  many.  Tliis  is  a time  to  revive  a recollection  of 
the  effects  of  these  two  antagonist  principles  in  other  countries. 

Our  strength,  our  resources,  nor  happiness  and  our  freedom, 
may  well  remind  ns  of  the  golden  era  of  Greece,  of  Rome,  and 
-of  Carthage,  when  they  were  great,  and  powerful,  and  happy— 
but  let  us  not  forget  those  dissentions,  that  discord  and  commo- 
-lion  which  contributed,  in  part  at  least,  to  their  present  condi- 
tion. I have  never  permitted  myself  to  doubt  the  success  of 
rfiur  experiment. 

Although  the  proper  occasion  has  passed,  yet  T could  not  let 
;go  the  opportunity  of  giving  you  proof,  that  I was  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  honor  conferred,  and  to  express  my  sincere  friendship 
for  each  of  you,  and  my  gratitude  to  all  associated  with  yon. 
With  sentiments  of  the  kindest  regard,  [ am  most  respectfully, 
yours,  &c.  R.  M.  JOHNSON. 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Hop&ins,  Joseph  Moore,  .Anthony  Felton,  Mi~ 
/chael  Pray,  JViUiam  Rhemer,  T.  J.  Bryant. 


ANSWER  OF  MR.  BIBB,  OF  THE  U.  STATES  SENATE. 

To  attend,  on  a public  occasion,  a meeting  at  Elkton,  Ky. 

JVashington,  June  18,  1834. 

Gentlemen;  Your  very  kind  invitation  wa.s  received,  and  it 
would  have  met  my  hearty  conciiri i nee  to  have  mingled  willi 
my  old  friends  and  consiitnenis  at  Elkton.  But  yon  see  by  the 
papers  that  the  congress  will  not  adjourn  in  lime  to  allow  me 
the  promised  pleasure. 

I do  earnestly  desire  to  see  my  fellow  citizens  and  constitu- 
ents, and  converse  with  them  face  to  face.  I believe  that  by  so 
doing  I could  give  a more  impressive  statement  of  public  af- 
fairs than  I could  do  by  writing. 

Our  liberties  are  endangered.  It  is  time  for  every  friend  of 
constitutional  liberty,  and  a government  of  laws,  to  awake  and 
be  vigilant.  The  liberties  of  a nation  are  held  at  the  price  of 
eternal  watchfulness.  The  constitution  is  but  on  paper — men 
must  give  it  motion,  life  and  activity.  If  the  people  are  supine, 
those  in  power  will  mould  the  government  to  their  wishes. 
The  question  wilt  soon  he  with  rulers  not  vvhal  the  constitution 
is,  what  the  good  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  requires,  but 
how  far  the  people  will  bear.  Every  government  in  its  pro- 
gress had,  and  ever  will  have,  a tendency  to  create  an  interest 
separate  and  distinct  between  the  government  as  one  party,  and 
the  people  as  the  other  parly;  between  office  holders  and  pri- 
vate citizens,  between  the  tax  payers  and  tax  receivers.  The 
great  body  who  pay  taxes,  must  watch  and  keep  the  few,  who 
receive  the  taxes  from  the  treasury,  in  salaries,  jobs  and  con- 
tracts from  extravagance,  waste  and  pillage.  Frequent  recur- 
rence to  fundamental  principles  is  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  liberty.  This  maxim  is  engrafted  into  our  bill  of  rights,  and 
is  to  be  found  also  in  most  of  the  American  constitutions.  It  is  a 
solemn  truth  impressed  by  history  and  experience. 

A government  maj7  be  a republic  in  form,  but  a despotism  in 
fiict.  Angiistns  Caesar  did  not  change  the  forms  of  the  Ro- 
man republic,  but  exercised  a most  despotic  power  over  the 
laws,  the  liberty  and  the  prosperity  of  citizens.  The  senate  met 
as  usual,  all  the  officers  were  elected  as  formerly,  and  apparent- 
ly performed  their  respective  functions.  But  the  emperor  in 
fact  pointed  out  every  person  to  be  returned  by  the  pretended 
election,  he  made  the  senate  dependent  on  him,  and  every  of- 
ficer moved  and  acted  by  his  will  and  dictation.  It  was  in 
practice  the  government  of  the  will  of  one  man,  and  he  and 
his  successors  exercised  the  most  unlimited  and  arbitrary  tyran- 
ny. 'J'he  whole  body  of  the  people  were  at  first  oppressed,  and 
afterwnids  corrupted  and  brought  to  the  most  abject  slavery. 

When  we  look  at  the  manifesto  of  the  president  read  to  his 
cabinet,  the  dismissal  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  re- 
fusing to  obey  the  mandate  of  the  president,  the  appointment 
of  a successor  to  obey  that  will,  the  consequent  violation  of  the 
pnblic  faith,  and  the  law;  the  doctrines  of  the  president’s  pro- 
test, and  the  principles  avowed  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  the  many  evasions  of  the  constitutional  checks  of 
the  senate  upon  executive  appointments,  by  appointment  of 
persons,  rejected  by  the  senate,  to  other  responsible  offices,  and 
even  to  the  same  office,  and  by  withholding  the  nominations  of 
the  high  and  important  officers  of  departments,  notwithstanding 
the  senate  have  been  in  session  more  than  six  months,  we  have 
good  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  constitutional  government 
adopted  by  the  slates,  and  the  laws  made  by  the  congress  ns  a 
rule  of  conduct  to  the  officers  created  by  them,  are  not  duly  re- 
spected. The  doctrines  of  the  protest  make  the  !whole  official 
corps  the  effective  administration  of  the  government  subject  lo 
the  control  of  the  president,  not  the  laws,  and  subject  to  hia 
dictation.  Even  the  custody  of  the  public  money  is  claimed, 
and  in  fact  and  in  practice  enforced  by  the  president,  as  a part 
of  his  constitutional  function.  The  power  of  the  executive  ia 
lo  enculpli  every  power  of  the  government. 

I declare  in  sincerity,  that  if  the  doctrines  of  the  protest,  and 
the  acts  of  the  chief  executive  magistrate  intended  to  be  justifi- 
ed by  the  protest,  be  submitted  to  and  acquiesced  in,  we  have 
not  a government  of  laws,  but  a despotic  monarchy,  the  govern- 
ment of  one  man,  cloaked  under  the  powers  of  a common- 
wealth. Need  I remind  you  of  the  many  instances  in  wliicb 
candidates  for  the  house  of  represenlatives  have  been  proclaim- 
ed and  supported  by  all  the  power  and  influence  of  the  presi- 
dent’s name,  and  the  patronage  of  the  administration.'’  Have 
we  not  seen  the  same  power  and  influence  brought  to  bear  in 
stale  elections,  for  the  purpose  of  so  forming  the  state  legisla- 
tures as  to  support  the  chief  magistrate,  and  elect  senators 
of  the  United  States  to  sustain  his  measures.?  Do  we  not  see 
the  office  holders  moving  in  phalanx.?  Do  we  not  see  conven- 
tions held  by  self  created  representatives,  and  committees  or- 
ganized tinder  the  control  of  office  holders,  to  manage  a na- 
tional convention.? 

Fellow  citizens,  arise  in  the  majesty  of  your  power;  be  watch- 
ful; your  liberties  are  insidiously  assailed.  The  government 
established  by  our  ancestors  is  about  to  be  converted  into  an 
odious  tyranny.  The  power  and  influence  of  the  government 
is  about  to  be  made  greater  than  the  rights  and  influence  of  the 
people.  The  passport  to  office  is  the  indiscriminate  support 
of  every  act  of  the  president:  brawling  partisans  are  rewarded 
from  the  public  treasury;  freedom  of  opinion  is  threatened  with 
dismissal  from  office;  and  office  holders,  senators  and  represen- 
tatives, are  taught  to  expect  promotion,  according  to  their  zea- 
lous support  of  the  most  questionable  or  the  more  odious  acts 
of  the  administration.  The  executive  influence  is  brought  into 
contest  with  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  with  the  freedom  of 
inquiry  in  the  halls  of  congress.  The  expenditures  of  the  go- 
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veriiment  are  increasinji  to  enlarge  tire  patronage  of  the  go- 
vernment; and  the  patronage  of  the  goveriimeiit  so  incren^d  as 
to  be  exerted  to  sustain  the  presideiit  and  tlie  receivers  of  sa- 
laries, jobs  and  contracts.  The  peofiJe  are  to  he  governed  by 
their  own  servants  and  money,  by  fra«d  and  deceit.  I see  no 
remedy  but  by  the  people  in  their  primary  assemldnis  and  at  the 
polls.  They  must  cause  their  interests  and  their  sentiments  to 
tie  re.'pected;  they  inM:?t  make  known  that  the  people  are  to  be 
represented;  that  representatives  are  the  trustees  and  agents  of 
the  people,  and  not  the  servants  of  the  tiresident. 

I supported  general  Jackson’s  election  frmn  the  earliest  can- 
vass until  his  first  actual  election.  I supported  him,  supposing 
and  believing  him  to  be  the  representative  of  certain  great  prin- 
ciples, which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  civil  liberty.  1 have  been 
'deceived.  I stand  upon  my  principles.  AJasl  men  have  chang- 
ed, but  principles  do  not. 

Believe  me,  that,  had  it  been  practicable,  consistently  with 
*ny  public  duties  here,  I should  have  availed  myself  of  the  in- 
vitation so  kindly  and  so  feelingly  addressed  to  me.  Accept  rny 
thanks;  and  be  assured  that  my  heart  will  be  with  you  on  the 
great  day  appointed  for  your  deliberations. 

GEORGE  M.  BIBB. 

To  the  committee  of  invitation  to  the  meeting  at  Elkton,  4'c. 

MR.  CLAY’S  ANSWER 

To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  at  Lexington. 

JishLand,  July,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I have  received  with  lively  sensibility  your 

tiote  of  the  30ih  inst.  tendering  the  welcome  of  a number  of  my 
fellow-citizens  of  Lexington,  on  the  occasion  of  my  returning 
among  them,  and  inviting  me  to  a public  dinner  at  Messrs. 
Brennan  &.  I’ostletliwait’s  hotel,  on  Saturday  next.  I request 
fthe  acceptance  by  yourselves  and  my  fellow-citizens  of  Lex- 
ington, of  my  profound  acknowledgments]  for  these  matiifesta- 
tions  of  esteem  and  confidence.  Associated  as  Lexington  is 
with  the  most  pleasing  and  grateful  recollections  in  my  mind, 
its  continued  kindness  and  attachment,  so  often  and  so  long 
di.splayed,  atToid  me  inexpressible  satisfaction.  Under  other 
■circumstances  it  would  be  extremely  gratifying  to  me  to  accept 
the  compliment  so  obligingly  proposed  of  a public  dinner;  but  I 
hope  the  ill  health  of  a member  of  my  family,  the  extraordinary 
heat  of  the  season,  and  the  want  of  repose,  which  I feel  to  be 
80  necessary,  will  be  deemed  by  you  to  furnish  a sufficient 
apology  for  declining  it. 

I am  very  happy,  gentlemen,  to  learn  from  you  that  the 
course  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  at  its  recent  arduous 
session,  commands  your  approbation.  Nothitig  but  an  impera- 
tive sense  of  public  duty  could  have  induced  the  senate  to  as- 
»inne  an  attitude  ofopposition  to  the  executive,  and  of  difference 
of  opinion  with  the  house  of  representatives,  on  leading  public 
measures.  The  people  are  yet  the  common  umpire  in  cases  of 
•disagreement  between  'their  functionaries;  and  the  senate 
awaits  their  decision  with  undoubting  confidence.  For  my- 
self, believing  that  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  principles 
avowed  by  the  executive,  involved  the  safety  and  existence  of 
■free  government,  I should  have  regarded  myself  faithless  to  the 
people,  and  false  to  the  whole  tenor  of  rny  life,  if  I had  not 
cheerfully  and  heartily  concurred  with  the  majority  of  the  se- 
nate. I am  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  friend  and 
neighbor,  H.  CLAY. 

Messrs.  B,  JV»  Dudley,  Robert  Frazer,  W.  W.  Whitney, 
Jacob  Jishton,  M,  C.  Johnson.  A.  K.  Woolley,  Leslie  Combs, 
B.  Gralz  and  James  E.  Davis,  &c.  &c. 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  TROUP. 

Macon,  July  Q9th,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Accept  my  acknowledgments  for  your  recol- 
lections of  any  services  I may  have  formerly  rendered— they 
are  not  without  recompense  when  my  fellow  citizens  of  Macon 
so  affectionately  extend  to  me  the  hand  of  friendship;  it  is  all  I 
could  a.-k  and  all  I will  receive.  It  may  be  rny  happiness  to 
rniiiiile  vi'ith  them  again;  whether  I door  not  the  state  rights 
party  of  Georgia  have  my  best  wishes  for  their  success— engaged 
on  the  side  oflibrrty  against  a vicious  and  corrupt  government, 
they  mu>t  evidently  triumph.  Tlie  enlightened  young  men  of 
the  c«)iintry,  whatever  may  become  of  the  old  and  imbecile 
will  live  to  acliieve  and  etijoy  it. 

With  great  consideration  atid  regard  gentlemen,  your  fellow 
f't'^.en,  G.M.  TROUP. 

Thomas  R.  Lamar,  Iverson  IT.  Jones,  Charles  Collins  Lemuel 
Newcomb,  Levi  Eddcy,  committee. 

—-*►6  @ 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  RIVES 

To  a letter  from  Mr-  Dallas,  communicating  certain  proceed- 
ings had  at  Philadelpliia— Just  now,  for  the  first  time,  published. 

Castle  Hill,  Va.  March^O,  18.34. 
Dear  Sir:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
•the  lOih  March,  comntunicating  a resolution  which  was  adoj)t- 
ed  (among  others  expressive  of  their  sentiments  and  opinions), 
liy  my  democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  and  conntv  of 
Philadelphia,  in  their  late  imposing  meeting  of  tlie  4ili  MaVch 
and  by  which  they  are  pleased  to  expre.«s,  in  the  most  flatter-^ 
•ing  and  emphalie  manner,  their  approbation  of  toy  conduct  in 
the  lecent  resignation  of  my  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States. 

So  signal  a oompliment,  emanating  from  so  respected  a 
g ource,  and  enhanced -bj' the  eloquent  and  flaittring  terms  in 


which  yoiir  kindness  and  partiality  have  seen  fit  to  communi- 
cate it,  has  penetriiled  me  with  sentiments  which  I find  myself 
utterly  at  a loss  to  cotivey  by  any  atleqiiate  expression  of  iFtenr. 
'I'he  (li’iiiocriicy  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the  city  :md  county 
of  Philadelphia  form  so  prominent  a part,  has  ever  been  ihe 
faitliliil  interpreter  and  vigilant  guardian  til  the  true  doctrines  of 
repiililicanisin.  I ii  every  period  of  our  political  trials,  the  re- 
publican cause  has  found  in  that  democracy  a generous,  disii>- 
tetftsted  ami  strenuous  support.  It  has  been  the  pride  of  Vir- 
ginia to  have  acted  with  your  iriie-hearied  ami  noble-minded 
commonwealth  in  all  the  great  struggles  of  our  past  history; 
and  there  is  no  state  with  which  we  can  liave  more  motives  of 
a just  anxiety  to  cultivate,  in  liitnre,  Jlie  feelings  and  relations 
which  belong  to  kindred  principles  and  a high  eomiiioii  cause. 
A cordial  republican  concert  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, indeed,  was,  many  years  ago,  pronounced  by  the  great 
founder  of  the  democratic  faith  to  be  one  of  the  most  efficient 
guarantees  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie  constitution,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  union  itself. 

The  relations  which  connect  the  two  commonwealths  being 
thus  intimate  and  important,  I have  felt,  with  particular  and 
profound  sensihiliiy,  the  rtatteiing  marks  of  approbation  and  re- 
gard, with  which  niy  fellow  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  have 
been  pleased  to  honor  my  public  course.  Tlie  distinguished 
and  emphatic  testimony  of  which  yon,  my  dear  sir,  have  been 
the  organ,  the  peculiarly  kind  and  generous  terms  in  which 
you  liave  seen  fit  to  communicate  it,  have  laid  me  under  obli- 
gations which  I feel  my  own  incompetency  suitably  to  express, 
and  which  I must  leave  to  your  just  feelings  to  appreciate,  and 
to  your  felicitous  powers  of  language  to  interpret  for  me  to  my 
democratic  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

I share  all  their  patriotic  anxiety,  in  regard  to  the  present 
grave  conjuncture  of  our  public  affairs.  I see  with  you,  my 
dear  sir,  that  the  vital  principles  and  fundamental  structure  of 
our  republican  government,  are  put  in  peril  by  the  new  iheo- 
ries,  bold  pretensions,  and  illegitimate  and  eccentric  influen- 
ces, which  have  been  arrayed  to  thwart  and  derange  its  regu- 
lar action.  The  claim,  now  for  the  first  time  openly  acted 
upon  by  a party  in  the  public  councils,  of  exemption  from  the 
control  of  the  constituent  power,  after  it  has  been  once  exerted 
in  the  choice  of  its  agents,  confounds  and  invests  all  the  rela- 
tions of  the  representative  system,  transforms  servants  into 
masters,  and  our  free  constitutional  republic  into  a proud, 
usurping  oligarchy. 

The  support  of  a great  central  moneyed  power  in  the  bosom 
of  oiir  institutions,  exerting,  in  the  worst  form  of  consolidation, 
a quasi  governmental  authority,  independent  of  and  irresponsi- 
ble to  the  people,  is  equally  at  war  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  republican  system.  And  the  modern  heresy  of 
nullification,  (which  you  forcibly  describe  as  mingling  its  fitful 
blasts  with  the  steady  current  of  consolidation),  by  arro^atin" 
to  any  single  malcontent  member  of  the  union  the  absoJure  and 
sovereign  right  to  control  and  overrule  the  will  of  all  the  rest  of 
the  states  and  the  people  which  compose  the  republic,  is  but  a 
varied  form  of  tliat  active  and  diffusive  element  of  aristocracy 
which,  with  more  or  less  of  industry,  is  constantly  at  work  to 
undermine  the  democratic  foundations  of  American  liberty. 

To  preserve  our  institutions  from  these  multiplied  dangers 
and  the  combination  of  so  many  hostile  principles,  will  require 
all  the  energy,  vigilance  and  firmness  of  the  people.  In  the 
resolution  so  nobly  manifested  by  your  patriotic  common- 
wealth, to  perform  her  part  of  this  sacred  duty,  I feel  a tho- 
rough conviction  that  the  people  of  Virginia  will  second  and 
sustain  her;  and  that  under  their  joint  auspices  now,  as  in  past 
critical  periods  of  oitr  political  history,  tlie  cause  of  republican- 
ism will  be  again  triumpliant. 

Praying  you,  my  dear  sir,  again  to  be  the  interpreter  of  my 
grateful  sentiments  to  my  democratic  fellow-citizens  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for  tlie  distinguished  mark  of 
their  approbation,  which  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  convey 
in  terms  so  kind  and  flattering,  I remain,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect and  consideration,  your  friend,  and  obedient  servant, 

VV.  C RIVES* 

To  the  hon.  G,  M,  Dallas,  Sec.  &c. 


ANSWER  OF  MR.  McLEAN 
To  an  inviiatinii  to  dine  at  the  Founiain  Green  hotel  with 
oerlam  of  the  democratic  citizens  of  the  city  and  couiitvo’fPhi- 
ladelpliia,  on  the  4lh  July  last. 

_ ^ . Richland,  mh  June,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I regret  that  my  absence  in  the  country  delaVed 
until  yesterday  the  receipt  of  yoni  favor  of  the  20th  inst.  invit- 
ing me  to  the  “democratic  fesiival  to  be  given  at  Fountain 
Green,  on  the  4lh  of  July  next.”  It  would  afford  me  high  gr.-i- 
tificatioii  to  unite  with  my  fellow  citizens  of  the  city  orPhila- 
delphia  and  its  vicinity,  in  the  object  of  the  festival,  which  you 
informed  me,  are  “to  bring  together  those  democrats,  who  have 
been  for  some  time  divided  in  their  choice  of  men,  in  union  and 
harmony,  to  resuscitate  the  doctrines  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to 
proclaim  an  aversion  to  man-worship,  and  to  establish  nrinci- 
ples  as  the  only  safe  standard,  &c.”  O.ir  own  reflections  and 
the  examples  of  history  should  convince  ns  tliat  no  free  govern- 
ment can  long  he  sustained,  wliere  men  are  snbstiuited  for  nrin 
ciples.  If  we  are  not  incapable  of  receiving  instruction  from 
exanq.le,  we  must  profit  by  tlie  republics  of  past  ages,  which 
have  been  overthrown  by  an  abandonment  of  principle  and  a 
blind  adherence  to  men.  We  are  aJi  such  selfish  be  ngs  and 
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either  tliroiigh  infirmity  or  depravity  are  always  liable  to  err. 

A principle  whicli  may  be  denotmced  to  day,  may  .shortly  be- 
come the  test  of  political  orthodoxy,  and  thus  all  the  meat 
movements  of  the  government  may  dept-nd  upon  the  whim  or 
caprice  of  an  individual,  who  himself  may  hi*  the  miserable  iti- 
Btnirnentof  political  jugglers.  'J'his  i.s  Uie  "Overnmeni  of  an 
absolute  ntonarchy,  by  vviiatever  name  it  may  be  called. 

It  is  a just  and  profound  observation  of  iVlachiavel,  “tPat  the 
real  powers  of  government  are  sometimes  eoniracted  to  a nar- 
rower point  in  repuldics  than  in  monarchies.”  lie  who  has 
not  seen  this  U'lidency  in  republican  governments  has  profited 
little  by  the  lights  of  history  or  experience. 

In  the  days  of  Jefferson,  Madison  and  Monroe,  who  ever 
heard  of  Jelferson  men,Madi.son  men  or  Monroe  men.^  Parties 
were  then  known  by  the  principles  which  they  advocated,  and 
they  formed  the  rule  by  whicli  men  were  judgr  d.  And  if  we 
wish  to  preserve  our  government,  we  must  get  back  again  to 
the  standard  of  principles  which  were  then  professed  and  main- 
tained. 

L.et  a party  be  organized  with  an  exclusive  reference  to  any 
individual,  and  let  that  individual  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
government,  he  must  of  necessity  be  supported  in  all  hi.s  mea- 
sures. If  he  shall  be  supported  by  his  party,  only  wheit  he  is 
right,  the  party  must  soon  be  broken  in  [rieces;  for  his  name  be- 
ing the  only  rallying  point,  whenever  the  party  shall  fail  to  jus- 
tify and  sustain  all  his  acts,  it  lo,ses  its  appropriate  designation 
and  must  dissolve.  It  is  therefore  as  ncces.«-ary  to  support  the 
chief  of  a party,  thus  organized,  when  he  is  wrong  as  when  he 
is  right. 

But  this  is  not  the  case  where  a party  is  organized  in  refer- 
ence to  principles  which  are  vital  to  a free  government.  On 
these  the  standard  is  planted,  and  by  these  are  all  the  members 
of  the  party,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  judged.  A party 
with  such  a basis,  and  with  intelligence,  virtue  and  patriotism 
to  direct  it,  must  always  be  impregnable.  I speak  of  no  sec- 
tional party,  but  of  one  devoted  to  the  great  principles  of  repub- 
lican government,  and  which  views  men,  however  exalted  by 
their  talents  and  public  services,  as  agents  to  act  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  whole  union.  I have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  re- 
spect, your  ob’t  serv’t.  JOHN  McLEAN. 

Be  pleased  to  present  to  the  company  the  following  senti- 
ment: 

Ji.  McCaraher,  Jhoh  M.  Barclay,  Thomas  J.  Smith,  Wm.  F. 
Van  Amringo,  John  D.  Goodwin,  Jacob  Frick  and  W.  H.  Hoods, 
esq.  committee. 

Thestateof  Pennsylvania— the  balance  wheel  of  the  union — 
other  states  may  speak  of  having  giveii  chief  magistrates  to  the 
country,  but  Pennsylvania  may  claim  a higher  honor  in  the 
great  moral  power  which  she  has  exercised  over  the  confede- 
racy. 

REPLY  OF  MR.  McLANE 

To  an  invitation  to  partake  of  a public  dinner  given  to  Mr. 
Taney,  at  Baltimore. 

Baltimore,  July  23d,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  I received  last  night,  your  note  requesting  my 
company  at  a dinner  to  be  given  to  Roger  B.  Taney,  esq.  at  the 
Columbian  Gardens,  on  Thursday  next,  at  4 o’clock,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  return  to  this  city. 

I greatly  appreciate  the  honor  done  me  by  the  committee,  but 
it  will  be  out  of  my  power,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  accept 
their  invitation. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  great  regard,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  LOUIS  McLANE. 

[Mr.  McL.  left  Baltimore  on  the  26th,  for  Delaware.]  VVe 
have  heard  the  preceding  called  a “cold  cut,  before  dinner.” 

ANSWER  OF  MR.  CLAYTON. 

At  the  great  whig  meeting  on  the  4th  July,  near  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  Mr.  John  M.  Clayton,  United  States  senator  from 
that  state,  was  invited  to  attend — to  which  he  returned  the 
following  answer — 

Hover,  July  3,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  Your  invitation  to  attend  the  whig'celebration 
of  the  4th  of  July  at  Q,uincy  wood,  near  Wilmington,  is  this 
moment  received,  and  would  be  promptly  and  gladly  accepted, 
but  for  numerous  engagements  pres.sing  upon  me  after  so  long 
an  absence.  These  must  plead  my  apology  for  not  complying 
with  your  request. 

Since  my  departure  from  here  eight  months  ago,  there  has 
been  in  otir  own  state  and  tlironghout  the  union  a new  organ! 
zation  of  parties.  By  a great  and  powerful  body  of  our  country- 
men, old  party  distinctions  have  been  buried.  A new  name, 
glorious  in  all  its  associations,  has  been  revived  and  adopted, 
not  only  by  old  political  friends,  but  by  many  others  who  are 
now  equally  ready  to  strike  with  us  for  the  constitution  and  the 
laws.  Among  those  who  have  been  thus  roused  to  action  by 
the  intolerable  usurpations  of  the  executive,  there  are  I find  in 
every  county  of  the  state  men  wlio  were  formerly  the  pride  and 
stay  of  the  party  opposed  to  ns,  hut  whose  generous  love  of 
liberty  and  spirited  resistance  to  the  encroachments  of  power, 
have  induced  them  to  come  to  the  rescue  at  the  moment  of  onr 
country’s  greatest  peril,  when  our  former  friends  were  fainting 
under  a pressure  which,  unaided,  w'e  were  in  fact  my  fellow 
citizens,  unable  to  sustain.  To  these  men  we  owe  a debt  of 
gratitude  never  to  be  forgotten.  Among  them  I behold  with 
feelings  of  inexpressible  satisfaction  a Bayard,  a Ridgely  and  a 
Robinson,  besides  many  others  of  the  most  prominent  and  gift- 


ed of  those  whose  efforts  helped  to  raise  niir  p.'esenl  chief  ma- 
gistral<‘  to  oiRce.  With  such  men  to  aid  in  the  .-<up[)ort  of  such 
principles  as  we  rmnend  for,  we  cannot  fail  to  triumph:  and 
when  we  do,  h t no  one  set  it  down  as  a triumph  of  aught  hut 
what  of  all  things  on  earth  are  mo.st  dear  to  n. — our  con.siiiu- 
lioii  and  laws.  It  will  bi‘  no  victory  o(  mere  trank  men  or  anti- 
bank  men,  no  battle  gained  by  party  men  known  to  any  one 
former  political  designation  in  this  eonniry.  Khoiild  our  cause 
triumph  throughout  the  union,  it  \\ill  l>e  a victory  ot  the  friends 
of  civil  lilieriy,  gained  by  the  force  of  r»-ason  and  the  love  of 
country,  forming  a bright  and  inemoralile  era  in  all  time  while 
the  hi.-lnry  of  American  frer-dom  shall  endure  on  earth. 

Let  ns  then  go  to  the  great  work  cheerfully.  While  about  it 
the  shafts  of  calurrmy  will  fall  thick  ami  fast  around  us,  hut  the 
heart  of  a patriot  will  rise  under  the  blow  whicti  is  niijiisily 
levelled  at  his  reputation,  and  his  succeeding  efforts,  like  the 
ceaseless  billows  of  the  ocean,  will  pour  upon  those  who  would 
degrade  him,  to  paralyze  his  exertions,  a tide  of  indignation 
which  they  can  neither  hope  to  resist  nnr  e.«cape  from. 

I offer  this  sentiment  to  the  whigs  of  New  Castle  county 

Our  native  state— l\^e.  land  of  the  old  bines  ofthe  revolution 

May  its  every  field  be  desolate  and  its  every  stream  be  red  with 
the  blood  of  its  own  children,  before  they  desert  the  principles 
of  the  revolution,  and  bow  in  slavery  at  the  footstool  of  a ty- 
rant. 

I am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect, your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  M.  CLAYTON. 

To  Messrs.  John  Wales,  Jonathan  Bonney,  William  P,  Brobton 
R.  Clement.  ’ 

COUNTY  MUSEUMS. 

The  treasures  of  wealth  and  of  science  have  alike  been  en- 
riched, within  a few  years  past,  by  measures  to  explore  and  un- 
fold the  natural  resources  of  our  country.  The  mineral  king- 
dom, especially,  has  been  found  to  contain  vast  riches,  before 
unknown,  which,  being  developed,  have  been  applied  for  the 
equal  benefit  of  the  farmer,  the  mechanic,  the  manufacturer 
and  the  lover  of  science. 

A geological  excursion  of  profes.sor  Silliman.  with  several  of 
his  pupils,  a few  years  since,  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Haven,  led 
to  the  di.scovery  that  the  common  stone  walls  which  had  been 
standing  a hundred  and  fifty  years,  as  tb.e  enclosures  of  farms, 
were  principally  comjiosed  ofthe  verd  antique  marble,  com- 
monly considered  the  most  beautiful  marble  known  upon  onr 
globe.  At  this  place  commence.s  a range  of  thi.s  useful  material 
for  architecture  and  for  various  works  of  orriarneiit  and  taste, 
which  continues  for  many  miles,  and  in  exhaustless  abundance. 

From  Hallowell,  Maine,  granite  of  the  most  valuable  and 
beautiful  kind,  is  carried  to  nearly  all  our  seaports,  from  New 
Orleans  to  East  Port— where  it  is  used  in  great  quantities,  for 
the  building  of  houses,  wharves  and  various  other  purposes. 
But  a few  years  ago,  stone  of  an  inferior  quality  wa«  brought 
from  a distance  for  buildings  within  a few  rods  of  these  inex- 
haustible quarries,  which  now  disperse  their  riches  to  other 
cities  and  other  states. 

Copper.as,  which  is  used  in  vast  quantities  in  this  country, 
especially  for  the  purpose  of  dyeing,  was,  until  recently,  pro- 
cured entirely  from  foreign  countries.  The  researches  of  geo- 
logists have  discovered  that  copperas  ore,  the  sniphnret  of  iron, 
exists  in  many  parts  of  our  country  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
furnish  the  world  with  this  necessary  material  in  the  arts,  at  a 
far  less  price  than  it  is  supplied  from  abroad.  In  Strafford,  Vt. 
copperas  is  made,  in  a great  measure,  by  a spontaneous  process, 
from  the  ore  in  that  place,  in  sufficient  quantities  to  siipjily  all 
demands,  and  at  such  a price  as  to  pul  an  entire  stop  to  impor- 
tations of  that  article. 

Formerly  chrome  yellow  sold  at  sixteen  dollars  a pound. 
The  chromate  of  iron,  found  in  great  abundance  in  the  vicinity 
of  Baltimore,  together  with  the  increased  skill  of  changing  it 
into  the  chromate  of  lead,  or  chrome  yellow,  has  reduced  this 
beautiful  and  useful  paint  to  fifty  cents  a pound.  The  ore  and 
the  skill  of  working  it,  have  fieen  brought  out,  in  part  at  least, 
by  the  researches  of  mineralogists  and  oilier  amateurs  of  sci- 
ence. 

Epsom  salts,  but  a few  years  since,  were  furnished  to  this 
country  entirely  by  importations  from  abroad.  They  are  now 
made  in  Baltimore,  from  magnesite,  a mineral  found  in  great 
abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  of  a better  quality  and  at 
a cheaper  rale,  Ihan  they  were,  or  can  be  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

The  mines  of  Mexico  and  Smith  America,  until  recently,  fur- 
nished onr  mint  and  the  arts  with  the  principal  part  of  their 
gold.  The  researches  of  professor  Olmsted,  of  Yale  college, 
formerly  of  Chapel  Hill,  in  North  Carolina,  into  the  mineral 
treasures  of  that  state,  and  tho«e  of  other  geologists  in  different 
parts  of  the  oniiritry,  have  discovered,  that  sold  mines  are  ex- 
tensive and  ahnndant  in  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  Virginia  and 
some  other  states. 

These  examples,  though  few  among  thousands  which  might 
he  adduced,  are  sufficient  to  show  the  intimate  connexion  be- 
tween science  and  art,  and  that  the  one  must  necessarily  be 
the  liandmaid  to  the  other;  that  the  Ire.asnres  of  knowledge  and 
of  wealth  are  alike  dependent  upon  the  great  store  house  of  na- 
ture for  their  riches — and  that  the  prosperity  of  indjvidnal.s  and 
of  nations  is  in  proportion  to  the  industry,  the  skill  and  the  ge- 
neral intelligence,  which  is  applied  in  unfolding  and  appropriat- 
ing those  gifts  of  nature  which  a wise  and  hnnntifiil  creator  has 
scattered  around  us  in  rich  profusion  and  variety. 
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' Although  iniich  has  already  been  done,  iniirli  more  remains 
to  be  done,  towards  bringing  into  full  requisition,  the  elements 
of  wealth  and  the  materials  and  the  stimulus  of  industry,  exist- 
ing in  our  mines  and  our  forests.  Doors  are  opened  to  them, 
bu"t  comparatively  few  of  their  apartments  have  yet  been  enter- 
ed, tnuch  less  explored.  Though  £ would  not  presume,  even, 
to  give  a hint  at  the  various  means  and  modes  of  enriching 
more  largely  the  treasures  of  science  and  of  wealth  from  the 
resources  of  nature,  I will  beg  leave  to  mention  one  measure, 
by  wltich  aid  may  be  rendered  to  this  important  object.  This 
nteasure  is  tlie  lorming  of  museums,  or  cabinets  of  nature  and 
of  art,  in  all  the  county  towns  throughout  our  union.  In 
many,  such  collections  ate  already  formed.  The  facilities  are 
great  and  the  means  almndaut,  for  furnishing  to  each  of  the 
eJev'ur  hundred  counties  in  our  union,  a place  of  social,  intel- 
lectual and  useful  resort,  for  all  their  citizens  disposed  to  parti- 
cipate in  tlie  enjoyment. 

To  make  a beginning  in  an  enterprise,  wltich  might  evident- 
ly afford  entertainment,  instruction  and  profit  to  every  citizen 
of  our  republic,  a proposal  has  been  made  for  simultaneous  ac- 
tion on  the  subject,  by  means  of  education  conventions  in 
all  the  counties  in  the  states, on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Novem- 
ber next.  In  aid  of  the  propo.sed  step,  many  facilities  can  be 
rendered,  but  one  of  which  I have  time  to  mention.  This  is 
contained  in  a resolution  recently  passed  by  the  “Baltimore 
Union  Lyceum,”  that  they  would  prepare  as  soon  as  practica- 
ble, sets  of  specimens  of  minerals,  plants,  penmanship,  map- 
drawing and  needlework,  for  the  use  of  any  county  lyceum  in 
the  union  wltich  might  apply  for  the  same;  and  that  they  invite 
the  school  and  other  juvenile  lycenms  connected  with  the  so- 
ciety, to  render  their  aid  in  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  re- 
solution. These  facts  and  hints  are  from  A FARMER. 

LOCUSTS. 

From  the  Methodist  Protestant. 

Messrs.  Editors — I have  been  at  some  pains  to  obtain  cor- 
rect information  relative  to  that  description  of  looist  which  fa- 
vors us  with  a visit  every  seventeen  years.*  When  the  insect 
made  its  appearance  in  1817,  I determined  to  gain  some  ac- 
quaintance with  its  habits.  Accordingly  I commenced  by  ex- 
amining the  holes  out  of  which  several  had  emerged.  These 
were  at  different  di.stances,  from  an  inch  to  a foot  apart,  per- 
fectly routtd,  and  sufficiently  large  to  receive  the  end  of  the 
small  finger.  They  averaged  in  depth  ten  inches  and  the  bottom 
perfectly  solid.  To  ascertain  certainly  that  the  insect  had  not 
been  deeper  down  in  the  earth,  I threw  off  the  upper  surface 
until  the  bottoms  of  the  holes  were  completely  expo.sed,  and 
several  of  them  on  a level  with  the  new  made  surface;  on  this  I 
threw  water,  in  order  to  see  if  the  earth  that  formed  the  bottoms 
of  the  holes  would  absorb  the  w.iter  more  readily  than  the  ad- 
jacent ground;  but  it  did  not,  which  was  a conclusive  proof  that 
the  locust  had  not  been  below  that  point. 

I next  examined  the  insect  while  di-engaging  itself  from  the 
exuvia  or  outer  covering.  1 had  the  good  fortune  to  witness 
this  operation  in  several  instances.  When  the  locust  had  emerg- 
ed from  the  ground,  and  crept  up  a few  feet  on  the  body  of  a 
tree,  a stump,  or  on  a fence,  it  would  lay  firm  hold  of  the  rough 
bark,  or  of  the  wood,  with  its  claws,  and  then  make  efforts  to 
disengage  itself  from  the  outer  covering,  which  appeared  to  fit 
its  body  and  limbs  as  accurately  as  a person’s  skin.  The  first 
efforts  split  the  covering  on  the  upper  part  of  his  back  and 
shoulders.  The  insect  then  thrust  out  his  head  and  the  upper 
part  of  his  body,  and  in  a few  minutes  entirely  extricated  him- 
self, apparently  much  exhausted  by  his  exertions.  In  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes, however,  he  appeared  to  be  fully  recruited;  and 
his  wings,  which  at  first  were  folded  close  and  damp,  were  now 
expanded,  dry,  and  in  trim  for  flying.  Some  few,  how’ever, 
died  in  their  strugcles  to  get  clear  of  their  outer  coat,  and  re- 
mained halfhuried  in  the  cradle  that  had  protected  them  from 
injury  so  many  years.  When  the  locust  first  bursts  his  enve- 
lope he  is  of  a light  cream  color,  but  the  air  soon  changes  him 
to  a brown. 

The  next  operation  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  was 
the  manner  of  boring  the  twigs  of  t.*ie  trees,  and  the  disp.asition 
of  the  ova  or  eggs,  from  which  the  next  generation  of  locusts 
were  to  spring.  I’he  boring  operation  is  performed  by  tlie  fe- 
male, who  is  provided  with  an  instrument  for  the  purpose  of 
perforating,  in  a longitudinal  direction,  the  tender  branches  of 
trees;  this  is  firmly  fixed  to  the  thorax  or  lower  part  of  the 
breast,  and  extending  along  the  abdomen  to  the  extremity  of 
the  body;  it  is  needle  shaped;  and  about  the  size  of  a fine  darn- 
ing needle.  With  this  the  twig  is  pierced  in  the  direction  of 
the  grain,  until  the  fibres  of  the  wood  are  shivered  into  fine 
threads,  so  as  to  furnish  a soft  and  secure  place  for  the  ova. 
This  accomplished,  the  eggs  are  deposited  side  by  side,  with 
the  utmost  neatness  and  uniformity,  in  two  rows,  or  from  ten 


*“A  respectable  old  gentleman,  who  h.is  seen  and  observed 
the  locust  at  the  different  periods  of  their  appearance,  as  noted 
below,  has  favored  the  editor  of  the  Register  with  the  following 
memoranda. 

THE  LOCUST  APPEARED, 

In  ITdQ,  in  the  month  of  Mav.  In  1766,  they  came  out  of  the 
ground  from  the  14th  to  the  17tb  of  May  In  1783,  thev  came 
out  from  the  16th  to  the  19lli  May.  In  1800,  from  the’ 19th  to 
the  26th  of  May.  In  1817,  they  did  not  appear  until  the  begin- 
ning of  June.  It  is  supposed  the  cold  and  wet  weather  retarded 
Iheir  progress.”  ' [Niles’’  Register  for  July,  1817. 


to  fifteen  in  a side,  each  rank  separate  from  the  other  by  rt  pof' 
tion  of  wood  fibre.  When  viewed  by  a microscope  they  haVC 
a very  beautiful  appearance,  re.sembling  a row  of  small  silver 
fishes,  so  riispo-ed  as  to  lay  side  by  side  with  all  their  heads 
pointing  upwards,  as  it  lotikiiig  into  your  face  when  you  look 
down  upon  them.  They  are  all  milk  white  when  first  deposit- 
ed, about  the  tenth  part  nl  an  inch  in  length,  and  of  the  thick- 
ness of  a horse  hair.  On  some  twig.s  I have  counted  fifty  nests, 
extending  along  in  right  lines,  frequently  ten  in  a line,  all  evi- 
dently made  by  the  same  insect.  After  the  work  of  depo.siting 
the  eggs  is  fully  completed,  the  parent  locust  dies.  I have  seen 
them  falter  and  fall  in  attempting  to  fly  from  one  tree  to  another, 
and  in  a few  minutes  die,  apparently  from  exhaustion.  This 
happens  to  both  male  and  female. 

After  all  my  attention  to  this  matter  in  1817,  I mis.<ed  one 
highly  interesting  part  cf  the  subject,  which  was,  the  emerging 
of  the  young  locusts  from  their  place  of  deposit.  This,  how- 
ever, I have  now  (July,  1834),  most  satisfactiirily  witnessed. 
About  the  middle  of  May,  the  locusts  made  their  appearance, 
and  di.«appeafed  in  the  latter  part  of  June.  On  the  eighteenth 
of  July  I examined  several  nest.s  and  Ibund  the  sacks  unbroken 
but  they  had  changed  from  the  milky  white  to  a cream  color, 
and  the  eyes  were  distinctly  visible.  To  day,  (July  29)  I examin- 
ed a twig  taken  from  a peach  tree,  having  in  it  several  nests, 
'i’lie  first  nest  I opened  contained  nothing  except  the  exuvia 
or  outer  skins  of  the  insect  that  had  escaped.  These  had  the 
appearance  of  very  minute  purses,  split  a third  part  of  the  way 
down,  were  a beatiful  white,  and  very  transparent.  The  second 
nest  was  then  placed  under  the  microscope,  and  I had  the  satis- 
faction to  see  signs  of  life  among  the  inmates.  I then  shook  them 
out  on  a piece  of  white  paper,  and  applied  a magnifying  glass. 
They  were  very  little  larger  than  when  deposited.  The  sack 
in  which  they  were  enveloped  had  undergone  no  apparent 
change,  and  although  they  had  a rolling  motion,  there  was  no 
appearance  of  feet  or  limbs.  I afterward  found  that  the  anten- 
nae and  legs,  of  which  they  have  six,  were  laid  close  along  by 
the  breast  and  abdomen,  within  the  sack.  Upon  keeping  my 
eye  steadily  fixed  on  those  that  moved,  I observed  one  thrust 
his  head  and  the  upper  part  of  his  body  through  the  transpa- 
rent sack  that  covered  him,  and  laying  hold  of  the  paper  with 
his  fore  claws,  disengaged  himself  at  once  from  the  remains  of 
his  covering,  and  ran  out  upon  the  paper.  Three  others  in  a 
few  minutes  performed  the  same  operation,  and  I had  at  once 
under  my  eye  four  young  locusts.  This  was  very  pleasant. 

I had  now  an  opportunity  to  examine  at  my  leisure,  their 
form,  color  and  actions.  They  are  in  all  respects  a complete 
miniature  locust,  except  the  wings,  of  which  there  is  no  appear- 
ance; the  body  also  is  much  longer  in  proportion  than  the  full 
grown  locust.  The  two  fore  legs  are  armed  with  double  claws, 
and  appeared  to  possess  great  muscular  power  in  proportion  to 
the  bulk  of  the  insect;  with  these,  they  no  doubt  dig  into  the 
earth,  to  their  resting  jilaces,  and  by  their  help  they  return 
again  at  the  proper  season.  They  are  of  a light  cream  color, 
except  the  eyes  and  claws  of  the  fore  legs,  which  are  dark. 
Their  movements  are  quick,  nearly  as  rapid  as  those  of  a small 
ant,  and  they  evidently  appeared  to  be  in  search  of  the  earth; 
for,  to  prevent  them  from  getting  away  from  me,  I was  obliged 
to  put  them  into  a small  polished  concaye  glass;  and  when  I 
put  them  out  upon  a saucer  of  earth  they  instantly  dug  into  it 
and  buried  out  of  sight. 

In  order  to  ascertain  their  future  changes,  and  grow'th,  I have 
procured  several  twigs  having  nests,  and  laid  them  on  the  sur- 
face of  a box  filled  with  earth,  and  planted  with  flowers,  to 
secure  its  being  duly  moistened.  Next  year,  if  I live,  I shall 
examine  some  of  the  young  locusts  and  report  to  you  their  ap- 
pearance and  condition. 

A very  large  proportion  of  the  young  locusts  that  penetrate 
the  earth,  never  again  reach  its  surface;  but  are  doubtless  de- 
stroyed by  ants,  and  other  insects  that  have  their  residence 
under  ground.  I infer  this  from  two  facts.  First,  the  immense 
number  deposited  in  the  tw'igs  of  a tree;  and  secondly,  the  small 
number  of  grown  locusts  that  actually  rike  beneath  the  same 
tree  at  the  period  of  return.  I have  counted  in  a single  twig 
upwards  of  fifty  nests,  each  containing  more  than  twenty  eggs; 
this  will  give  one  thousand  insects  to  a single  twig.  \Ve  may 
presume  that  an  ordinary  sized  tree  contains  at  least  a hundred 
perforated  twigs,  averaging  fifty  nests  each,  w'hich  would  give 
100,000  insects.  Now  the  number  of  holes  actually  found  under 
a single  tree,  at  the  period  of  return,  does  not  exceed  a few 
hundred,  perhaps  never  reaches  a thousand.  So  that  multitudes 
of  the  young  locusts  must  perish  or  be  destroyed  by  insects  in 
the  earth.  Yours,  AMICUS. 

Baltimore,  July  29,  1834. 

- -"•>»  © e«~— 

SPAIN  AND  THE  NEW  AMERICAN  STATES. 

Tlie  London  Morning  Herald  of  July  2,  contains  the  following 
article,  from  its  correspondent  at  Madrid: 

Madrid,  June  18.  Being  of  opinion  that  the  recognition  of  the 
South  American  states  and  the  amelioration  of  the  Spanish 
commercial  policy  were  questions  of  paramount  importance, 
and  much  more  valuable  to  Great  Britain  than  tluxse  other  points 
to  which  our  attention  has  been  so  exclusively  directed,  I have 
watched  since  I came  here  the  steps  of  the  present  ministry  on 
the  subject,  and  I have  now  succeeded  in  obtaining  two  re- 
markable documents,  translations  of  which  I immediately  sub- 
join, tlirough  the  medium  of  a useful  agent,  who  occasionally 
supplies  me  with  papers  from  the  public  offices.  The  first  is  the 
copy  of  a note,  addressed  on  the  12th  February,  1834,  by  the 
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minister  of  the  United  States  to  the  foreign  office,  and  tlie  se- 
cond is  the  reply  of  M.  Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  dated  the  12ih  of 
this  month.  From  the  one  you  will  learn  how  wisely  the  Ame- 
rican government  has  been  pursuing  an  object  so  essential  to 
its  commerce,  and  how  favorably  it  must  appear  before  the 
South  American  states,  as  the  power  to  whose  exertions  they 
are  indebted  for  the  first  symptoms  of  reviving  affection  on  the 
part  of  the  mother  country;  and  from  the  other  you  will  infer 
that  the  willingness  to  treat  with  the  South  American  commis- 
sioners is  only  a prelude  to  the  grand  act  of  a recognition,  which 
must  take  place  as  soon  as  the  terms  are  arranged.  The  Ame- 
rican minister’s  note  is  as  follows: 

Legation  of  the  U.  S.  of  America,  Madrid,  Feb.  12, 1834. 
“In  pursuance  ofinstructions  from  the  president  of  the  Unit 
ed  States,  I had  the  honor,  on  the  6lh  of  May,  1831,  to  address 
a note  to  his  excellency  Don  Manuel  Gonzales  Salmon,  then 
his  majesty’s  principal  secretary  of  state,  stating  that  the  anxie- 
ty which  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  long  felt,  and 
which  theretofore  had  been  fully  made  known  to  his  majesty’s 
government,  that  an  amicable  and  satisfactory  settlement  be- 
tween Spain  and  her  former  colonies,  the  new  American  states, 
should  take  place,  had  arisen  as  well  from  a regard  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  and  the  interests  of  the  parties  concerned, 
especially  that  of  Spain,  as  from  the  expectations  of  benefit  to 
the  United  States. 

“I  added  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  without 
intending  or  wishing  to  depart  from  its  settled  policy  of  not  in- 
terfering with  the  affairs  of  other  nations,  except  by  friendly  ad- 
vice incases  in  which  it  might  be  thought  suitable,  felt  itself 
authorised  by  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  and  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  make 
another  appeal  to  his  majesty  on  a question  of  so  great  and  so 
general  an  interest,  and  that  in  doing  so  it  indulged  a strong 
hope  tliat  his  majesty  would  not  any  longer  refuse  to  open  a ne- 
gotiation with  the  new  states,  but  that,  on  a full  and  deliberate 
review  of  the  matter,  he  would  be  convinced  that,  independently 
of  the  satisfaction  which  such  an  event  would  afford  to  most  if 
not  to  all  the  nations  with  which  Spain  had  friendly  intercourse, 
a recognition  by  his  majesty  of  the  independence  of  those  states, 
upon  just  and  proper  terms,  would  contribute  both  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of  Spain.  And  1 concluded  by  suggesting  some 
consideration  in  relation  to  the  remaining  possessions  of  Spain 
in  America,  which  I hoped  would  not  have  been  disregarded. 

“To  the  note  in  question  Mr.  Salmon  favored  me  with  an 
answer,  under  date  of  the  11th  June  of  the  same  year,  by  which 
I was  informed  that  the  king  received  my  communication  as  a 
proof  of  the  strong  interest  felt  by  my  government  in  favor  of 
his  majesty,  and  that  as  the  question  was  fully  present  to  his 
royal  mind  he  would  take  it  into  consideration  when  the  case 
might  be  favorable,  in  such  manner  as  might  be  most  conform- 
able to  the  interest  of  his  crown,  and  that  then  the  Iriendly 
communication  made  by  me  would  not  be  forgotten. 

“The  president  of  the  United  States,  having  deemed  the  ac- 
cession of  Donna  Isabel  the  second  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  un- 
der the  regency  of  her  august  mother,  a favorable  occasion  for 
the  renewal  of  his  efforts,  has  directed  me  to  lose  no  time  in 
addressing  her  majesty’s  government  on  the  subject. 

“Without  entering  anew  upon  the  field  of  argument  which 
presents  itself,  it  is  conceived  by  the  president  that  all  the  con- 
siderations which  have  heretofore  existed,  and  been  pressed 
upon  the  government  of  Spain,  in  tavor  of  a conclusion  of  this 
matter  upon  the  basis  of  the  recognition  by  Spain  of  the  inde 
pendence  of  the  states  above  mentioned,  not  only  continue  to 
exist,  but  have  been  greatly  strengthened  by  time  and  circum- 
stance, and  he  cannot  but  persuade  himself  that  the  case  will 
be  received  in  its  true  light  by  the  liberal  and  enlightened  go- 
vernment of  Donna  Isabel  the  second;  and  that  one  of  the  first 
great  acts  from  which  it  may  be  destined  to  derive  lasting  dis- 
tinction and  applause  will  be  a prompt  and  just  arrangement  of 
the  American  question. 

“It  only  remains  forme  to  add  that  the  government  of  the 
United  Stales  is  ready  and  desirous,  as  it  has  ever  been,  to  do 
all  in  its  power  for  the  mutual  conciliation  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  to  facilitate  the  final  conclusion  of  their  disputes 
upon  terms  alike  honorable  and  advantageous  to  all  sides.  I 
have  the  honor,  &c.  (Signed)  J.  P.  VAN  NESS.” 

The  following  is  the  translation  of  the  reply  of  M.  Martinez 
de  la  Rosa: 

the  palace,  June  12. 

“The  multiplicity  of  business  which  the  department  of  state 
has  been  charged  with  since  her  majesty  the  queen  regent  was 
pleased  to  intrust  me  with  that  office,  has  prevented  my  giving 
an  earlier  reply  to  the  several  applications  which  your  excel- 
lency, in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  your  government,  has 
made  to  me  respecting  the  importance  and  expediency,  to  use 
your  excellency’s  own  words,  of  a prompt  and  just  arrangemetit 
ofthe  American  question.  ^ ^ 

“Her  majesty  in  her  wisdom  cannot  but  be  aware  or  the  ad 
vantages  of  being  relieved  from  an  uncertain  position,  and  of 
adoptin"  a definitive  decision  in  regard  to  the  vast  territories 
nlluded’to;  and  for  my  part,  if  my  humble  opinion  be  consider- 
ed of  any  weight  in  determining  the  measures  of  her  majesty,  1 
can  assure  your  excellency  that  as  soon  as  the  late  king  Don 
Ferdinand  did  me  the  honor  to  appoint  me  to  this  department, 
ten  years  ago,  I called  the  attention  of  the  government  to  this 
interesting  question,  from  the  persuasion  I was  under  of  the  in- 
jury and  loss  which  would  accrue  from  any  delay  in  the  settle- 


ment of  it,  and  because  it  appeared  to  me  quite  practicable,  at 
least  such  then  was  my  opinion,  as  it  is  now,  to  consolidate  the 
interests  of  our  brethren  in  South  America  with  the  interests 
of  the  peninsula,  by  the  adoption  of  a basis  reciprocally  great 
and  advantageous. 

“For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  his  majesty’s  govern- 
ment dispatched,  at  that  period,  several  commissioners,  who 
were  furnished  with  the  necessary  instructions,  and  were  di- 
rected to  announce  a ccssaiion  of  hostilities,  and  to  propose,  as 
a preliminary  step  towards  the  removal  of  the  political  difficul- 
ties, the  re-establishment  of  the  commercial  relations  of  the  two 
countries.  The  great  events  which  soon  after  occurred,  and 
which  are  too  well  known  to  require  being  recorded,  prevented 
the  fulfilment  of  the  wish,  as  then  entertained  by  the  Spanish 
government,  and  this  great  and  interesting  question  has  reniain- 
ed  in  a state  of  suspense  from  that  time  to  the  present. 

“The  decision  of  it,  however,  is  desired  by  the  queen  regent, 
who  in  the  government  of  this  monarchy  is  guided  by  principles 
of  a liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  and  her  majesty  has  accord- 
ingly authorised  me  to  communicate  to  the  diplomatic  agents  of 
Spain  in  foreign  courts,  especially  those  in  Paris  and  London, 
the  necessary  instructions,  to  the  end  that  if  any  commissioners 
present  thentselves  with  powers  and  instructions  of  a nature  to 
offer  to  Spain  a just  and  honorable  arrangement,  they  may  af- 
ford such  commissioners  all  the  facilities  and  guarantees  they 
may  desire,  with  the  assurance  that  they  will  find  her  majesty 
animated  by  the  most  favorable  dispositions. 

“Her  majesty  has,  at  the  same  time,  authorised  me  to  make 
to  your  excellency  this  frank  declaration,  in  order  that  you  may 
communicate  the  same  to  your  government,  in  return  for  the 
wishes  expressed  by  it  of  an  early  conclusion  of  this  interesting 
question;  and,  as  her  majesty  feels  confident,  after  consulting 
her  personal  feelings  without  disregarding  the  suggestions  of  a 
sound  policy,  that  nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  of  parties  who,  in  all  respects,  may  consider 
themselves  as  children  of  the  same  family,  when  once  they 
shall  have  consented  to  an  interview.  Her  majesty  entertains 
the  hope  that  as  soon  as  negociations  may  be  entered  upon  in  a 
spirit  of  sincerity  and  good  faith,  the  object  in  question,  which, 
as  is  expressed  with  much  precision  in  your  excellency’s  note, 
is  ‘a  mutual  reconciliation  and  final  conclusion  of  the  differ- 
ences of  the  parlies,  advantageous  and  honorable  to  all,’  will  be 
completely  realized.  Renewing  to  your  excellency  the  assur- 
ance, &c.  (Signed)  F.  fllARTlNEZ  DE  LA  ROSA.” 

These  notes  must  produce  a general  satisfaction  among  those 
who  are  interested  in  the  South  American  states;  and  I am  en- 
titled to  assure  them  from  the  verbal  communications  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  foreign  office,  as  well  as  from  the  writ- 
ten document,  that  no  impediment  now  remains  as  to  the  re- 
cognition; and  the  Spanish  government  is  neither  more  nor  less 
seeking  but  to  make  the  best  bargain  with  her  revolted  children, 
and  get  the  best  price  she  can  for  the  admission  of  their  inde- 
pendence. The  conditions,  with  regard  to  the  commi.>=sioner3 
sent  from  South  America,  are  to  be  taken  as  so  many  words 
which  mean  nothing;  and  it  is  intended  that  no  difficulties  shall 
be  put  in  the  way  of  coming  to  a proper  understanding. 

LIABILITY  OF  PARTNERS— AND  USURY. 

Before  the  superior  court  of  New  York,  Feb.  13,  1834,  chief 
justice  Jones,  presiding. 

Bullock  vs.  Blanice,  Phelps  ^ Co. 

An  action  was  brought  by  Moulton  Bullock  vs.  D.  F.  Manice, 
Benj.  F.  Phelps  and  E.  D.  Foote,  for  the  recovery  of  a note  of 
$10,000.  The  defendants  were  a dry  goods  importing  company 
in  Pearl  street.  The  defence  was  that  Mr.  Phelps,  one  Of  the 
partners,  had  borrowed  from  plaintiff' the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
note,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  co-partners,  and  that  it  was 
applied  to  the  sole  use  of  himself  and  brothers;  and  secondly, 
that  plaintiff  had  taken  unlawful  interest,  the  sum  of  between 
two  and  three  thousand  dollars  of  this  note  being  an  usurious 
charge. 

Mr.  Manice,  the  eldest  partner,  had  been  several  months  in 
Europe,  and  during  his  absence  Mr.  Phelps  had  borrowed  from 
plaintiff,  at  fourteen  different  periods,  the  sum  of  about  $40,000. 
He  had  also  borrowed  notes  of  other  merchants  amounting  to 
near  $20,000.  Only  three  of  the  transactions  appeared  on  the 
books  of  the  firm. 

The  chief  justice  charged  the  jury  that  the  note  for  $10,000 
made  to  Mr.  Bullock  in  the  name  of  the  firm,  was  good  against 
the  firm,  and  was  recoverable  by  Mr.  Bullock,  unless  the  jury 
were  satisfied  from  the  testimony  that  .the  latter,  at  the  lime  of 
making  the  loan,  knew  that  Mr.  Phelps  was  borrowing  the  mo- 
ney on  his  own  responsibility,  and  for  purposes  distinct  from 
the  firm.  As  it  regarded  the  other  count,  on  which  the  defence 
also  rested,  viz:  that  of  usury,  the  court  was  of  opitiion  that  it 
had  been  sustained  by  the  evidence.  In  this  case  the  law  was 
explicit,  and  that  the  validity  of  the  transaction  was  destroyed. 

The  jury  were  out  nine  hours,  and  rendered  a sealed  paper, 
which  was  to  have  been  opened  this  morning,  but  we  learn  that 
the  plaintiff  submitted  to  a nonsuit. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff.  Staples  and  Gerard;  for  defence,  Griffin 
and  Duer. 

© o<««— ■ 

COMPARATIVE  HEAT. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Herald. 

From  the  valuable  table  kept  by  Mr.  McAllister,  optician,  we 
have  ascertained  the  following  facts  in  relation  to  the  heat  in 
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this  city  for  the  last  ten  years,  dtirin"  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  August.  It  may  lierealier  serve  as  a good  table  of  refer- 

**^118  same  thermometer,  placed  in  the  same  situation,  and  in 
the  shade,  has  been  used  duriiig  the  whole  period  ol  lime. 

The  day  selected  in  each  moiiili  has  been  that  on  \\  liich  the 
thermometer  stood  highest  at  noon,  at  which  hour  the  record 
was  made. 

( June  7th 97  ) 

1824.  < July  2d ‘Jjt  i831 

( August  9ih 90 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


( June  21st 100 

1825.  July  22d 100 

I August  loth 94^ 

f June  3d 94i 

1826.  < July  13ih 95^ 

i August  2d 90^ 

(June  20th 90 

1827.  < July  3d 96^ 

( .August  6th 99 

i June28ih 96^ 

1828.  \ July  24  and  25,  each. 95s 

( August  1st 96 

(June  20  th 92i 

1829.  (July  23d 96^ 

t August  14ih 924- 

(June  16th 93 

1830.  (July  27th 97 

( August  16th 94 

Average  heat  of  each  month  for  ten  years 


( June  .3il 96J 

(July  23(1 964 

( .August  17ih 934 

June  25  and  28,  each.914 

July  7ili 93 

August  7lh 934 

(June  15ih 90 

(July  22d 94 

( August  15th 89 

(July  7th 914 

I July  lOih 96 

1 July  8tli 98 

J July  9ih 984 

i July  16ih 98 

July24th 99 

I Jiily26ih 974 

[ August  5th 954 


Years, 

1824 

1825 
1823 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 
1633 
1834 


June, 

81.3 
84.6 

82.5 
80.2 

87.0 

80.1 

80.3 

85.6 

80.3 
77.0 

81.4 


July, 

86.2 

88.7 

85.4 

86.3 

87.1 

84.1 
87.9 


83.7 

89.5 


August, 

79.8 

81.7 

82.7 
84.5 

85.8 

83.3 

83.0 

85.4 
82.7 

81.1 


On  Tuesday,  the  8lh  of  July,  between  one  and  two  o’clock, 
the  thermometer  rose  to  IOO4.  On  Tuesday,  August  5,  at  half 
past  one  o’clock,  it  stood  IOO4  degrees,  being  the  warmest  day 
this  season. 


>0® 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDEIVT  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

In  the  senate  of  the  United  States  June  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bibh,  the  senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
joint  resolution  reported  by  the  select  committee,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  an  amendment  of  the  constitution,  in  reference  to  the 
election  of  president  and  vice  president. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  as  follows: 

Resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 

United  States,  as  it  respects  the  election  of  president  and  vice 
president  of  the  United  Slates. 

Resolved,  Sic.  That  the  following  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
several  states;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
as  part  of  the  constitution: 

That,  hereafter,  the  president  and  vice  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  shall  he  chosen  by  the  people  of  the  respective  states 
in  the  manner  following;  Each  state  shall  be  divided,  by  the  le- 
gislature thereof,  into  districts  equal  in  number  to  the  whole 
number  of  senators  and  representatives  to  which  such  state 
may  be  entitled  in  the  congress  of  the  United  States;  the  said 
districts  to  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  and  to  contain, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  persons  entitled  to  be 
represented  under  the  constitution,  and  to  be  laid  off,  for  the 
first  time,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  amendment; 
and,  afterwards,  at  the  session  of  the  legislature  next  ensuing 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  by  the  congress  of  the 
United  States.  That,  on  the  first  Thursday,  and  succeeding 
Friday  and  Saturday,  in  the  month  of  August  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  on  the  same  days  in 
every  fourth  year  thereafter,  the  citizens  of  each  slate  who  pos- 
sess the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  state  legislature,  shall  meet  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  vote  for  a president  and  vice  president  of 
the  United  States;  one  of  whom,  at  le.ast,  shall  not  be  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  same  state  with  themselves;  and  the  person  re- 
ceiving the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  president,  and  the  one 
receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  vice  president,  in 
each  district,  shall  be  holden  to  have  received  the  electoral  vote 
of  that  district;  which  fact  shall  be  immediately  certified  to  the 
governor  of  the  state,  to  each  of  tlie  senators  in  congress  from 
such  stale,  and  to  the  president  of  the  senate.  The  right  of  fix- 
ing the  places  in  the  districts  at  which  the  elections  shall  be 
held,  the  manner  of  holding  them,  of  canvassing  the  voles,  of 
deciding  in  case  of  equality  of  votes  in  the  district,  and  certify- 
ing the  returns,  is  reserved  exclusively  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
states.  The  congress  of  the  United  States  shall  be  in  session 
on  the  second  Monday  in  October  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  on  the  .=ame  day  in  every 
fourth  year  thereafter;  and  the  president  of  the  senate,  in  the 


presence  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  shall,  as 
soon  as  convenieiil  and  practicable,  proceed  to  open  all  the  cer- 
tificates and  returns,  and  the  electoral  voles  of  the  districts 
shall  be  ihereiipon  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest 
number  of  voles  of  the  electoral  districts,  for  president,  shall  be 
president,  if  such  number  be  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
di>tricis;  but  if  no  person  have  such  majoriiy,  then  a second 
election  shall  be  held  011  the  first  'I’liursday  and  succeeding  Fri- 
day and  rialniday  in  the  month  of  December  then  next  ensuing, 
wl’iicli  shall  be  confined  to  the  persons  having  received  the  two 
highest  numbers  lor  the  oilice  of  president  at  the  preceding 
trial;  winch  second  election  shall  be  conducted,  the  result  cer- 
tified and  the  votes  counted,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  first; 
and  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  presr- 
denl  shall  be  the  prwsident.  But  if  two  or  more  persons  shall 
have  received  the  greatest  and  equal  number  of  votes  at  Ihe  se- 
cond eleetton,  the  house  of  represenlatives  shall  choose  one  of 
them  for  president,  as  is  now  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 
'J’lie  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  vice  presi- 
dent at  the  fira.1  election,  shall  be  vice  president,  if  such  num- 
ber be  a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  voles  given;  and  If  no 
person  have  such  majority,  and  if  a vice  president  shall  not  have 
been  elected,  then  a second  election  shall  take  place  between, 
and  to  be  confined  to,  the  persons  having  the  two  highest  num- 
bers, on  the  same  days  that  the  second  election  is  held  for  the 
president,  and  the  person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes 
for  vice  president  shall  be  the  vice  president;  but  if  two  or  more 
persons  shall  have  received  the  greatest  and  an  equal  number 
of  voles  in  the  second  election,  then  the  senate  shall  choose 
one  of  them  for  vice  president,  as  is  now  provided  in  the  con- 
stitution. But  when  a second  election  by  the  people  shall  not 
be  necessary  for  the  office  of  president,  and  a vice  president 
shall  not  have  been  elected  by  a majority  of  the  districts,  then 
the  senate  shall  choose  a vice  president  from  the  persons  hav- 
ing the  two  highest  numbers  in  the  first  election,  as  is  now  pre- 
scribed in  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Bibb  briefly  staled  the  character  of  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  the  resolutions,  which  provide  for  doing  away  with 
the  machinery  of  electors,  and  with  the  action  of  the  house  of 
representatives. 

Mr.  Benton  made  some  further  explanations. 

Mr.  Leigh  adverted  to  the  difficulties  which  existed  in  the 
convention  on  this  subject.  It  was  still  a most  difficult  ques- 
tion to  be  settled,  and  he  was  desirous  that  it  should  not  now 
be  taken  up,  as  it  must  necessarily  involve  much  dteeussion. 
There  is  not  a state  which  does  not  think  that  it  has  a citizen 
fit  to  fill  the  office  of  president;  and  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  to  produce  ns  many  candidates  as  states,  am? 
then  the  two  largest  state.*?  would  give  the  highest  votes,  anrt 
the  president  must  be  selected  from  them:  He  feared,  also,r 

that  these  resolutions  would  take  the  management  of  the  presr- 
dential  elections  out  of  the  hands  of  the  large  politicians,  anti 
put  it  into  the  hands  of  small  politicians.  If  there  must  be  nia-' 
nagenient,  he  would  rather  confide  it  to  the  large  politicians 
than  to  the  small  ones,  because  it  would  be  better  for  the  peo- 
ple. He  wished  that,  on  this  subject,  mind  should  compare 
with  mind,  and  that  lime  would  be  allowed  for  ample  and  deli- 
berate examination.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  lay  the  re- 
solutions on  the  table  for  the  present  session,  in  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  taken  up  at  a more  convenient  time  for  conside- 
ration. He  indicated  his  sentiments  to  be  rather  unfavorable 
to  Ihe  resolutions,  as  the  convention  bad  instituted  the  electoral 
college  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  too  great  an  accumulation 
of  candidates. 

Mr.  Bihh  said  that  he  would  not  object  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table  for  a few  days.  He  thought  that  public  opinion 
had  determined  the  machinery  of  electors  to  be  cumbrous  and 
unnecessary.  With  the  same  general  views  of  the  necessity  of 
placing  the  election  of  president  and  vice  president  on  a more 
secure  foundation,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  he  had 
come  to  very  different  conclusions.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the 
election  is  at  present  controlled  by  the  petty  meddling  politi- 
cians of  the  country,  and  it  was  his  object  to  lake  it  out  of  such 
hands.  He  reminded  the  gentleman  that  the  resolutions  pro- 
vided that  each  state  must  present  one  candidate  not  one  of  her 
citizens.  He  had  proposed  these  resolutions  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  had  endeavored  to  gel  them  brought 
forward.  He  was  willing  now  to  leave  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  senate,  having  performed  his  duty. 

Mr.  5cnIon  said  he  should  not  object  to  let  the  resolutions 
lie  for  a few  days;  but  as  the  resolutions  now  proposed  were 
an  amendment  to  the  original  propositions,  some  pi  ogress  could 
be  made  if  the  question  were  now  taken  on  the  amendment. 
He  suggested  that,  if  the  propositions  were  sent  to  the  people, 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  have  to  vote  upon  them  as 
one  of  the  people  of  that  state,  and  his  weight  of  opinion  would 
be  felt  in  the  state;  and  he,  therefore,  would  wish  that  the  re- 
solutions be  sent  out  to  the  people,  who  are  prepared  to  adopt 
the  amendment.  He  had  found  this  the  most  difficult  of  all  the 
questions  he  had  to  meddle  with  since  he  became  a public  man. 
It  had  been  found  heretofore  impossible  to  get  a vote  upon  it. 
These  resolutions  were  No.  1 and  2 on  the  docket  of  this  ses- 
sion, and,  if  not  now  acted  on,  it  would  be  rendered  nugatory, 
not  only  for  this  session  but  this  cycle  of  presidential  elections. 

He  then  noticed  the  objections  to  the  present  system,  and  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  that  the  mode  now  suggested  would  do 
away  with  cauciisses  and  conventions,  and  substitute  ilie  di- 
rect voice  of  tlie  people.  The  introduction  of  the  district  sys- 
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tern  would,  in  his  opinion,  break  the  force  of  the  great  stales  in 
the  elections. 

Mr.  withdrew  any  objection,  so  far  as  the  vole  on  tlie 

aniendinent  was  concerned,  fie  liad  not  prepared  himself  to 
discuss  the  subject.  If  the  United  States  were  to  be  divided 
into  districts,  iliere  would  be  300  noininatin!,’  districts,  and  if  30 
or  40  candidates  were  piescnted,  each  could  liave  but  very  few 
votes.  In  discussing  a subject  to  which  the  mind  of  the  mover 
has  accustomed  itself  to  a particular  view,  it  is  too  apt  to  over- 
look objections;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  conferring  with 
other  minds. 

Mr.  Tyler  expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolutions  would  be 
now  laid  on  the  table.  He  preferred  the  original  resointion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  wish  to  preserve  the  electoral  body;  but  he 
desired  to  preserve  the  federative  principle  in  the  constitution, 
by  leaving  it  to  the  states  to  determine  whether  they  would  vote 
by  districts  or  by  a general  ticket.  These  features  were  pre- 
served by  the  original  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky; but  the  amendment  obliterated  all  stale  boundaries,  and 
dictated  a course  of  action  as  if  we  were  a nation,  and  not  a 
compact  of  states.  He  therefore  viewed  the  question  as  of  very 
great  importance.  He  asked  why  Georgia,  New  Jersey  and 
other  stales,  were  to  be  permitted  to  retain  the  general  ticket 
system  in  their  elections  to  the  national  legislature,  while  this 
system  was  to  be  changed  in  reference  to  the  elections  of  presi- 
dent and  vice  president. 

He  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

STEAM  STAGE  COACHES. 

We  learn  from  the  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  that  the 
steam  carriage  ol'col.  Macercjiie,  to  run  on  the  common  roads 
in  England,  has  been  successfully  tried  in  the  vicinity  of  Lon- 
don. It  travels  five  miles  in  18  minutes,  surmounting  with 
ease  considerable  acclivities,  and  leaving  in  the  distance  all  ve- 
hicles on  the  road.  It  can  be  immediately  slopped  and  turned 
to  a hair’s  breadth.  A trial  of  another  steam  carriage  for  com- 
mon roads  built  by  Messrs.  Sharp,  Roberts  &.  Co.  has  been 
made  at  Manchester.  With  50  passengers  it  travelled  six  miles 
in  20  minutes.  Another  steam  carriage  built  by  Mr.  Russell 
has  commenced  running  between  Glasgow  and  Paisley.  It  dif- 
fers in  its  construction  from  the  above  mentioned,  and  perlorms 
well. 

In  connexion  with  the  above  facts  we  give  the  following 
sketch  of  some  remarks  made  recently  in  the  British  house  of 
commons: 

Sir  W.  Molesworth  presented  a petition  for  an  alteration  in 
the  tolls  upon  steam  carriages  plying  upon  common  roads. 
The  honorable  baronet  stated  that  the  petition  was  from  Mr. 
Goldsworthy  Gurney,  a gentleman  well  known  to  the  scientific 
world,  and  the  first  person  who  succeeded  in  effecting  locomo- 
tion on  common  loads.  With  excessive  patience  and  perse- 
verance he  had  overcome  the  various  mechanical  diHiculties 
which  had  been  previously  considered  by  all  scieniific  men, 
except  Dr.  Wallaslon,  as  absolutely  insurmountable.  This 
gentleman  complained  that  the  legislature  had  thought  fit  to  in- 
sert in  the  various  road  bills,  clauses  laying  lolls  amounting  to 
prohibition  on  steam  carriages;  the  consequence  had  been,  that 
the  public  had  been  deprived  of  the  best  and  cheapest  means  of 
locomotion,  and  that  the  petitioner  himself  had  sacrificed  his 
lime,  profession  and  fortune,  without  obtaining  the  just  reward 
of  his  important  discoveries.  The  causes  which  led  to  these 
prohibitory  enactments'  are  these:  The  first  long  journey 
performed  by  Mr.  Gurney’s  carriage  was  from  London  to 
Bath  and  back.  In  1831,  the  carriage  ran  between  Gloucester 
and  Cheltenham  for  four  months,  during  which  period  they  car- 
ried three  thousand  [lersons,  and  ran  four  thousand  miles;  the 
average  rate  of  speed  was  ten  miles  an  hour:  the  fare— with  a 
profit  to  the  proprietor — was  one  half  the  fare  of  ordinary  stage 
coaches;  there  occurred  no  accidents  or  delays  from  failure  of 
machinery.  The  agricultural  interest  became  alarmed  at  his 
success,  and  reasoned  in  tlie  following  lucid  manner:  Steam 
carriages,  it  was  said,  would  soon  supersede  carriages  drawn 
by  horses;  horse  labor  would  be  discontinued;  and  consequent- 
ly there  would  be  a proportionate  diminution  in  tlie  demand  for 
oats;  farmers  Would  be  ruined,  rents  would  fall.  To  avert 
these  anticipated  evils,  Mr.  Gurney’s  carriage  was  violently 
stopped  by  the  trustees  of  the  Cheltenham  mad,  and  a vast 
number  of  road  bills  were  hurried  through  both  houses,  impos- 
ing tolls  upon  steam  cairiages  of  from  ten  to  twelve  times  the 
amount  levied  on  four  horse  coaches.  Mr.  Gurney  petitioned 
the  commons,  and  a committee  was  appointed  lo  investigate 
the  subject,  who  heard  the  evidence  given  on  the  subject  by  the 
first  statistical  and  engineering  authorities.  In  coiiseqiience  of 
the  report  of  that  committee,  a hill  was  brought  in  to  alter  the 
tolls,  which  bill  received  the  sanction  of  the  house  but  wa.s  re- 
jected by  the  wi.<(lom  of  the  upper  house.  It  bad  been  object- 
ed to  steam  carriage  locomotion  on  common  roads,  that  the 
weight  of  the  engine  and  manner  in  which  the  wheels  pioduce 
locomotion  would  destroy  the  roads,  and  that  tlie  smoke  and 
noise  of  the  engine  would  he  a public  mii.sance.  An  extract  he 
would  read  from  the  report  of  the  committee  would  .show  that 
sucli  a description  of  locomotion  was  not  only  perfectly  feasi- 
ble and  worthy  of  adoption,  but  that  all  the  objections  then 
made  were  groundless.  The  n poiisays — 

“Sufficient  evidence  has  hecti  adduced  to  convince  your 
committee— 1.  That  cariiagcs  can  be  propelled  by  steam  on 


common  roads  at  an  average  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour— 2.  That 
at  this  rate  they  have  conveyed  npwarils  ot  fourteen  passengers 
— 3.  That  their  weight,  including  engine,  fuel,  water  and  al- 
leiidanis  may  be  under  three  tons — 4.  'i'hat  they  can  a>cend 
and  descend  hills  of  considerable  inclinaiioti  with  facility  and 
safety— 5.  That  they  are  peiteclly  safe  for  passengers — 6.  That 
tliey  arc  not  (or  need  not  be,  it  properly  constructed)  nui-aiices 
to  the  piililic — 7.  That  they  will  become  a speedier  and  cheaper 
mode  of  conveyance  than  carriages  drawn  by  liorses — 8.  That 
as  they  admit  of  a greater  breadth  of  lire  than  other  carriages, 
and  as  the  roads  are  not  acted  on  so  injuriou.'ly  as  by  the  feet 
of  horses  in  common  draught,  such  cariiages  will  cause  les.s 
wear  of  roads  tliaii  coaches  drawn  by  horses— 9.  That  rates  of 
toll  have  been  imposed  on  steam  carriages,  wliieb  would  prohi- 
bit their  being  used  on  several  lines  of  road,  weie  such  charges 
permitted  to  reiiiuin  unaltered.” 

This  summary  would  convince  the  house  of  the  impolicy  of 
continuing  the  proliihitory  tolls,  by  means  of  which  the  nation 
would  for  a lime  be  deprived  of  the  advantages  whic  h would 
necessarily  result  from  employing  inaniiriate  instead  of  animate 
power.  It  might  he  confidently  [iredicted  that  steam  carriages 
would  roll  upon  all  Ihc^  roads  of  the  kingdom,  when  the 
names  of  those  whose  ignorance  and  petty  interests  had  in- 
duced them  to  o|)pose  this  all  important  iiivention  would  be 
forgotten.  That  in  a country  which  owed  its  superiority  to  the 
successful  application  of  mechanical  skill  and  invention,  whose 
inexhaustible  supplies  of  fuel  eiialiled  its  inhabitants,  by  means 
of  inaniiiiate  power,  to  produce  cheaper  than  any  other  nation 
on  the  earth,  to  whom,  consequently,  the  facilities  of  locomo- 
tion are  of  the  utmost  ini[)orianee — tliat  in  such  a country  pro- 
liibitory  tolls  on  steam  carriages  should  exist,  was  a circum- 
stance of  which  an  enlightened  legislature  niiglil  well  be 
ashamed. 

CACHEMIRE  SHAWLS. 

Extract  of  a letter  Irom  Baris,  May  15,  to  the  editor  of  the 
New  York  Enquirer. 

Let  us  now  east  a coup  dcdl  on  a branch  of  the  exposition  des 
produits  de  V industrie  ±rancaise,  which  may,  probably,  prove 
interesliiig  to  your  numerous  readers.  Berchaiice  I may  be  for- 
tunate enough  to  excite  a little  curiosity  on  the  part  of  the  bet- 
ter half  of  the  creation,  whilst  i endeavor  to  give  some  renseig- 
nements  concerning  cachemires,  both  Oriental  and  Gallic. 

Mr.  Rey,  a celebrated  mannfaciurer  of  cuchemire  Francais^ 
wrote  a book  in  the  year  1827,  eniitled  ^‘Histoirc  des  CAales;” 
the  object  of  wliich  was,  no  doubt,  to  further  the  sale  ol  his 
own  eoniniodities.  Few  persons  read  the  book,  but  greater 
numbers  purchased  Mr.  Rey’s  shawls,  which,  however,  were 
not  to  be  compared  with  those  now  exhibited.  However,  a so- 
litary individual,  who  did  not— or  could  not,  perhaps— buy  a 
sh-a.w\,  read  Ihe  book;  and  the  following  is  an  anecdote  related 
therein  by  the  Worthy  manufacturer. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  ladies,  he  says:  Be  it  known  to  you 
my  fair  countrywomen,  that  every  Indian  shawl  for  which  you 
pay  so  high  a price,  is  second-hand,  and  that,  too  often,  it  has 
been  worn  by  some  Bayadere,  (Indian  dancing  girl),  and,  per- 
adventure,  the  said  Bayadere  has  been  affected  with  some  cu- 
taneous disease,  with  the  germs  of  which  the  cachemire  may 
have  become  saturated.  Let  me  inform  you  that  a celebrated 
actress  died,  not  long  ago,  from  having  wrapped  herself  up  on 
quilting  a bath,  in  an  Indian  shawl,  which  hud  formerly  belong- 
ed to  a Bayadere!  After  this,  do  as  you  may  think  fit,  as  to 
purchasing  India  shawls,  or  dan dng  girZs’ sAua/s,  for  there  is 
no  difference! 

The  moral  of  this  story  was,  that  a w'ell  bred  lady  should  not 
buy  any  slia.vls,  excepting  those  of  France;  and  above  all  things 
that  she  would  make  her  purchases  of  Mr.  Rey,  on  account  of 
his  pre-eiiiiiierice  as  a historian  and  manufacturer.  This  gen- 
ilenian  is  entitled  to  gratitude  on  account  of  his  past  efforts,  al- 
though he  has  tlioughi  proper  of  late  to  allow  himself  to  be  sur- 
passed by  others;  and  if  we  might  venture  in  our  day,  to  offer  a 
word  of  advice  to  the  ladies,  we  should  say,  do  not  abstain  from 
becoming  possessed  of  India  shawls,  from  fear  of  evil  conse- 
quences in  pointof  health,  buldo  nolconseni  to  pay  3,000 francs 
at  Bonrbay  or  Calcutta,  for  what  poor  French  girls  will  make 
for  you,  olten  iti  a very  superior  manner,  for  600.  Buy  your 
cachemires  in  France,  in  order  to  give  work  to  those  poor  girls, 
who  too  frequently  become  Bayaderes  merely  because  they  can- 
not get  employment:  and  if  such  be  the  case,  it  is  because  you 
send  to  Asia  for  your  sliawls.  I will  prove  to  you,  that  in  fol- 
lowing my  advice,  > ou  will  not  only  do  a good  action,  but  that 
you  will  be  acting  prudently. 

An  India  shawl  is  a remarkable  production,  especially  in 
point  of  solidity,  design  and  color.  Its  principal  advantage 
consists  ill  the  beauty  of  its  border,  palms,  &c.  &c.  which  never 
become  uneven,  so  that  it  maybe  said>  to  last  forever,  if  the 
body  or  ground  thereof,  which  is  generally  of  a light  texture,  be 
renewed  at  long  intervals.  For  a long  lime  it  was  deemed  im- 
po.ssible  to  discover  the  secret  of  the  embroidery;  but  it  was 
found  out,  many  years  ago,  and  several  o(  the  French  manufac- 
turers, at  the  head  of  whom  must  he  placed  Messrs.  Girard  & 
Deneirsusse,  and  perhaps  also  Mr.  Isot,  make  shawls  espon- 
lities,  after  the  Indian  hisliion,  with  wonderful  success.  The 
designs  are  the  same,  for  they  are  copied  from  those  of  India, 
the  tissue  is  similar,  since  the  hair  comes  from  Cachemire;  and 
no  one  can  deny  that  the  workmanship  is  perfect.  The  French 
cachemires  are  besides  all  made  in  a single  piece,  whereas 
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those  of  India  have  invarialily  several  seams — and  yet  the  for- 
mer are  despised!  an  India  shawl  must  he  had!  an  India  shawl 
and  death!  for  according  to  Mr.  Key,  at  all  events  it  cariies 
death  to  the  pocket  of  the  poor  hushuMds  who  are  uu  dis'>esj)oir, 
or  hting  hirced  to  pay  3,000  francs,  I repeat,  lor  what  is  oHered 
here  lor  600,  or  to  say  the  very  worst  1,200  liancs!  ()!  woman 
(says  the  solitary  individual  wlio  had  read  Mr.  Key’s  hook), de- 
ceiving and  deceived  creatun  — thou  intelligent  hut  iiicompre 
liensihle  being!  how  long  wilt  thou  patronise  the  Dyudercs 
shawls? 

Now  allow  me  to  rebate  another  anecdote,  which  is  not,  how- 
ever, in  .Mr.  Key’s  book.  A few  days  ago  one  ot  these  India 
shawls  was  so  perfectly  imitated  that  it  gave  rise  to  a singular 
adventure.  'I’he  copy  was  placed  in  the  same  shop,  by  the  side 
of  the  original.  The  price  of  the  real  cachemire  was  3,000 
francs,  that  of  the  other  1,000.  A fashionable  lady  entered 
“O!  what  superb  India  shawls,”  said  she,  “I  must  have  this 
what  is  the  price?”  ‘‘A  thousand  francs  Madame.”  “Very 
well,  I’ll  lake  it  with  me  in  the  carriage.”  A few  days  after- 
wards, h.iving  learnt  that  her  shawl  was  of  French  manufac- 
ture, and  that  she  hail  missed  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  a 
real  cachemire,  the  lady  went  hack  to  the  sho()  in  gieat  agiia- 
lion — was  appeased  upon  finding  that  the  dear  India  shawl  was 
still  unsidd — made  the  exchange,  and  was  delighted  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  [laying  3,000  francs.  There  are  some  most  heau- 
lilul  sfiecimens  of  French  cachemires  at  the  exposition,  and  it 
would  he  difficult  to  decide  as  to  which  manufacturer  has  dis^ 
[ilayed  the  greatest  taste.  Success,  then,  to  French  shawls! 
and,  as  a present  of  a cachemire  is  derigeur,ou  matiimonial 
occasions,  we  will  hope  that  the  brilliant  display  at  the  exposi- 
tion may  induce  every  young  lady,  (or  her  mamma),  who  may 
be  upon  the  point  of  entering  upon  the  holy  state  to  stipulate 
that  her  bridal  present  shall  be  a cachemire  Francaise. 

THE  WOOL  TRADE. 

Boston  is  the  great  wool  market  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
following  article  Iroin  the  ‘'Coutier”  of  the  4th  instant,  will  in- 
terest many  of  our  readers: 

The  prices  of  wool  have  recently  been  the  subject  of  many 
paragraphs  in  the  news[iapers  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
That  the  prices  of  this  article  have  been  depressed  considerably 
to  what  they  were  last  year,  we  think  can  hardly  he  doubted. 
Whetlier  this  he  owing  to  greater  quantities  in  the  market,  or 
to  the  operations  of  speculators,  we  cannot  say.  It  would  seem 
to  an  impartial  and  intelligent  observer,  that  the  sales  of  ma- 
chinery and  the  discontinuance  of  many  large  factories,  afford- 
ed, at  least,  a pretty  strong  indication  that  the  business  of  ma- 
nufacturing had  not  been  carried  on  with  much  profit.  And  if 
tlie  manufacturers  give  up  their  business  and  purchase  no  more 
of  the  raw  material,  a most  natural  conclu.^ion  would  he  that 
the  prices  of  that  material  would  be  somewhat  low’er  than 
when  it  was  in  brisk  demand. 

The  editor  of  this  paper  does  not  profess  to  be  a merchant  or 
a manufacturer,  and  claims  no  better  or  more  familiar  acquaml- 
ance  with  stale  of  the  markets  than  every  man  may  acquire, 
who  reads  the  newspapers  and  the  prices-current,  and  hears 
the  remarks  of  men  of  business.  Our  review  of  the  market  is 
prepared  by  an  intelligent  commission  merchant,  who  enjoys 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  fellow'  citizens.  Ilis  name  stands 
at  llie  head  of  the  review,  and  he,  and  he  alone,  is  responsible 
for  its  accuracy— always  saving  and  excepting  typopraphical 
blunders  and  mistakes.  VVe  know  of  no  inducement  he  can  pos- 
sibly have  to  misreiiresent  the  actual  condition  of  the  markets, 
in  wool,  or  any  other  article  of  trade.  His  business  is  to  collect 
information,  and  his  intention  is  to  impart  it  to  the  readers  of 
the  Courier,  without  partiality  to  the  peculiar  business  of  any 
class  of  citizens,  or  any  desire  to  favor  the  speculations  of  im- 
porters, producers,  venders  or  purchasers,  or  the  ititeresls  of 
any  one  description  of  persons  to  the  injury  of  any  other. 

Our  price  current  is  frequently  quoted  in  the  country  papers, 
and  that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  article  of  wool  is  often 
censured  and  its  accuracy  doubled.  It  is  not  always  treated  in 
the  fairest  or  most  generous  manner — not  unfrcquently  the  topic 
of  a petulant  and  sneering  paragraph;  and,  at  last,  has  been 
charged,  rather  significantly,  with  political  corruption.  We 
have  been  accused  of  misrepresenting  the  state  of  the  wool 
market,  and  keeping  hack  the  actual  prices,  for  political  pur- 
[loses.  Take,  for  example,  the  followhig  from  the  Augusta 
Age — a paper,  whose  political  character  will  be  sufficiently  ma- 
nifest to  the  reader,  without  the  index  of  our  opinion: 

“Price  of  wool.  There  appears  to  be  a settled  determination 
on  the  part  of  those  Boston  paiiers  upon  which  we  have  been 
accn.stomed  to  rely  for  infortnation  as  to  the  wool  market,  to 
exclude  the  article  from  their  prices  current,  the  Morning 
Post,  being  the  only  Boston  paper  which  we  have  seen  that 
gives  actual  quotations.  Whether  this  arises  from  the  fact 
that  the  manufacturers  and  wool  dealers  have  comldned  to  keep 
secret  the  prices,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  the  w’ool  growers 
and  inducing  them  to  part  with  their  wool  at  less  than  its  true 
value,  or  whether  the  Courier,  Advertiser  and  other  Boston 
papers  are  so  much  under  the  control  of  tlie  manufacturers  that 
they  dare  not  report  the  actual  state  of  the  wool  market,  we 
know  not.  We  are  however  satisfied  that  wool  is  now  and  for 
some  weeks  has  been  sellina  to  the  manufacturer  at  a Mocii 
iiiQUER  PRICE  than  our  farmers  are  aware  of— and  we  have  no 
doubt,  through  the  studied  silence  of  the  Boston  papers,  aided 
by  the  delusive  statements  of  the  Portland  Advertiser,  Ken- 


nebec Journal,  and  other  “panic”  papers,  who  have  evinced 
>o  muih  willingite.-s  to  /lecce  the  woril  growers  to  etfect  their 
political  designs,  that  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  drawn  fioni 
Ihe  fanners  of  Maine,  and  put  into  the  pockets  ol  the  wool- 
buyers  and  mauuf.ii  luicrs.” 

For  whatever  stalements  the  farmers  and  wool  growers  of 
Maine  have  received  from  the  journals  of  that  state,  or  any 
other  place,  we  are  not  accountable.  How  far  the  Boston  pa- 
[lapers  art;  chargeable  wilh  “delusive  statements,”  we  answer 
for  none  hut  our  own;  and  to  all  who  know  the  compiler  of  our 
review,  his  character  is  a sufficient  refutation  of  the  mean  and 
paliiy  calumny  implied  in  the  quotation  from  the  Age.  In  or- 
der, however,  to  satisfy  any  honorable  men,  who  may  he  led 
by  such  vile  political  slang-wanging  to  imagine  that  we  have 
given  cuirency  to  “delusive  siatemenis,”  or  that  we  have  sup- 
pressed informaiion  in  our  possession,  Mr.  While  has,  at  our 
request,  obtained  from  one  of  the  largest  wool  dealing  houses 
in  the  city,  the  following  statemenl — 

Sales  of  tvool,  made  by  a house  in  this  city,  largely  engaged 
in  the  wool  trade,  since  May  1.  1834,  ainouiilmg  to  over  300,000 
pounds. 

3.000  pounds  Saxony  fleeces,  at  70  cents  per  pound;  for  the 
same  lot  of  wool,  90  cents  was  refused  last  autumn. 

44.000  pounds  mixed  Saxony,  57^  a 60  cents;  the  same  de- 
scritition  hrought  last  season,  70  a 7.a  cents  per  pound. 

.50,000  [loiinds  three  quarters  to  full  blood,  51  a 52  cents  per 
pound;  the  same  description  hrought  last  sr  ason,  62i  a 65  cents. 

70.000  pounds  three  quarters  to  full  blood  49  a 50  cents;  the 
same  description  hrouglit  last  s»:ason,  60  a 62J  cents  per  pound. 

15.000  pounds  three-quarters  to  full  blood,  at  50  cents;  Ihe 
same  descri()tion  hrought  last  season,  60  a 62  cents  per  pound. 

30.000  pounds  common  and  low  grade, 35  a 38  cents;  the  same 
descriplion  hrought  last  season,  47  a 50  ci  iits. 

28.000  pounds  half  blood,  at  41^  cents— 'I’liis  identical  lot  cost 
ill  this  market  last  fall,  51  cents  per  pound. 

Of  pulled  wools,  25,000  pounds  su|ierfinc,  part  southern  wool, 
at  47  a 50  cents;  the  same  description  sold  last  season  at  55  a 
60  cents. 

4.5.000  pounds  No.  1,  do.  at  40  a 45  cents  per  pound;  the  same 
descriplion  sold  last  season  at  47  a 52^  cents. 

It  should  he  observed  and  remt  rnhered,  that  the  prices  in  this 
statement  are  the  prices  which  the  wool  dealer  gets  from  the 
manufacturer.  When  he  adjusts  his  account  wilh  the  owner 
of  the  wool,  there  is  a charge  for  storage,  a charge  for  guaran- 
tee, a commission  and  the  interest  on  a credit  of  six  or  eight 
months,  w hich,  altogether,  reduce  the  price,  to  the  owner  of  the 
wool,  at  le.ast  ten  per  cent. 

We  shall  not  take  upon  ourselves  the  responsibility  of  advis- 
ing the  farmers  arid  wool  growers  to  sell  their  stock  or  withhold 
it.'’  They  will,  if  they  [lartake  of  the  ordinary  attributes  of  hu- 
man nature,  get  as  much  as  they  can  for  their  wool;  and  the 
manufacturers,  acting  from  similar  motives,  will  purchase  as 
low  as  they  can.  Our  price  current  is  not  under  the  control  of 
either  party.  If  both  can  he  benefited  by  the  facts  it  contains, 
and  the  remarks  of  an  intelligent  merchant,  our  object  will  be 
attained.  If  unprincipled  politicians  or  cross-grained  and  ill- 
natured  editors  choose  to  make  use  of  it  to  create  panics,  to 
excite  distrust,  or  promote  other  purposes  that  cannot  be  ef- 
fected by  fair  and  honorable  trade,  the  consequences  must  rest 
with  them. 

The  United  Stales  Gazette,  speaking  on  this  subject,  says — 
Considerable  interest  has  been  occasioned  by  the  state  of  the 
wool  market  in  this  country;  and  particularly  from  the  fact  that 
agents  have  been  sent  out  from  England  “wool  gathering” 
among  our  farmers.  The  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  this 
article  is  one  of  the  results  of  the  “experiment”  and  the  ad- 
vantages secured  to  the  foreign,  over  our  own  manufacturers,  is 
another. 

We  recently  informed  our  readers  of  extensive  purchases, 
through  the  state  of  Now-  York,  made  by  European  agents  at 
filly  cents  per  pound,  which  our  own  manufacturers  would, 
under  other  circumstances,  have  been  able  to  purchase  at  a 
considerable  advance.  The  evidence  of  this  is  aflorded  in  the 
fact  that  last  year  the  same  quality  of  wool  sold  for  seventy- five 
cents  per  pound.  Every  where  else  the  demand  for  this  im- 
portant staple,  is  favorable. 

The  following  is  from  Bell’s  Weekly  Messenger  of  the  29th 
June. 

“The  sales  of  wools  already  announced  are  very  nearly  6,000 
bales  in  amount.  The  produce  of  choice  flocks  in  Australia  on 
Thursday  realized  from  3s.  4d.  to  3s.  W^d.  per  lb.  for  the  finest 
fleeces,  and  from  2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  2d.  lor  lire  second  qualities. 
Other  wools  from  the  same  colony  did  not  obtain  such  advanc- 
ed rales,  generally  ranging  between  Is.  lOd.  to  2s.  lid.  per  lb. 
'File  Van  Deuian’s  Land  wools  sold  on  Thiirsday  were  purchas- 
ed pretty  eagerly  at  prices  from  is.  lOd.  to  2s.  9d.  per  lb.  The 
sale  amounted  to  1,000  bales.  'I’lie  first  of  the  present  series  of 
sales  commenced  on  Wednesday,  when,  1 ,042  bales  of  wool 
were  sold,  chiefly  consisting  of  colonial  wools,  and  although 
the  qualities  w<  re  not  generally  good,  the  prices  obtained  were 
higher  than  anticipated,  Austraiian  fleeces  selling  at  2s.  4d.  to  2s, 
8d.  per  lb.  for  the  higher  qualities,  and  others  from  Is.  4d.  to  2s. 
per  lb.  inferior  Van  Diernan’s  Land  wool.s  obiained|fiom  Is.  to  2d, 
per  lb.  for  Ihe  low,  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  the  finer  sorts.  The 
rernainiler  of  the  sales  are  expcctcrl  to  go  off  well  there  being  so 
much  demand  for  wools,  the  [rroducc  of  our  colonics,  among 
the  manufacturers.  The  demand  for  it  is  increasing  abroad. 
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POPULAT[ON  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES — cosTtNUED. 


Maine 

N.  Hampshire 

Massachusetis 

Rhode  Island 

Connecticut 

Vermont 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

N.  Carolina 

S.  Carolina 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tennessee 

Mississippi 

Alabama 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Michigan  territory.. 

Louisiana 

Missouri 

Arkansas  territory.. 
District  of  Columbia. 
Florida 


|.si 


297,315 
246.629 
51 9/244 
84,624 
274,539 
272,.369 
1,4.38,573 
287,306 
1,080,121 
81,394 
418,466 
1,120,815 
638,825 
498,140 
329,202 
650,417 
458,021 

90,792 

576,890 

171,640 

73,692 

23,810 

172,251 

104,075 

36,034 


9,964,178 


30 

15 

10 

10 

5 

25 

50 

17 

33i 

12 

10 

15 

15 

20 

30 

60 

75 

125 

150 

700 

600 

500 

125 

500 

50 


o 

SI 


298,335 

244,161 

523,287 

83,059 

275,248 

235,764 

1,372,812 

277,575 

1,049,398 

72,749 

407,350 

1,065,366 

638,829 

490,309 

340,989 

564,317 

422,813 

75,448 

127;901 

581,434 

147,178 

55,211 

8,896 

153,407 

66,586 

14,273 

33,039 


9,660,765 


30il 
13|| 
10#  i 


7#, 

5 l! 

8 I' 

43  h 
13  I 
29# 

0 |l 

7 

9i' 
15  I 
21 
35 
38# 
61^ 
86#' 
151# 
83# 
349 
86#! 
103# 

219  I 


372,919 

280,785 

575,616 

91,365 

289,048 

271,129 

2,031,762 

319,211 

1,343,229 

78,569 

435,873 

1,161,250 

715,488 

578,151 

426,236 

733,612 

570,798 

105,627 

3.37,500 

988,437 

331,1.50 

193,238 

53,376 

199,429 

166,465 

85.638 

42,951 


12,778,812 


Jis  supposed 
rates  per 
cent. 

.Actual  re- 
sults 1830. 

Real  rate, 
per  cent.  | 

1 ' 
K 

•E  — 

Jis  supposed^ 
rates  perl 
cent.  1 

25 

399,455 

33# 

519,268 

30 

15 

269,328 

10 

: 296,260 

10 

10 

610,408 

16# 

I 701,969 

15 

10 

97,199 

17 

1 111,778 

15 

5 

297,625 

8 

321,489 

8 

15 

280,652 

18# 

! 322,755 

15 

48 

1,918,608 

41 

: 2,558,144 

33# 

15 

320,823 

15# 

; 368,946 

15 

28 

1,348,233 

28# 

i 1,712,255 

27 

8 

76,748 

5# 

80,588 

5 

7 

447,040 

9# 

487,283 

9 

9 

1,211,405 

13# 

1,356,773 

12 

12 

737,987 

15# 

863,364 

17 

15 

581,185 

15# 

650,927 

12 

25 

516,823 

51# 

723.952 

40 

SO 

687,917 

21# 

825,500 

20 

35 

681,905 

61# 

988,759 

45 

40 

136,621 

44 

204,931 

50 

125 

309,527 

106# 

557,148 

80 

70 

937,903 

60# 

1,403,826 

50 

125 

343,031 

13.3# 

1 686,062 

100 

250 

157,445 

183# 

1 393,612 

150 

500 

31,639 

255# 

110,736 

250 

30 

215,739 

39# 

1 280,476 

30 

150 

140,455 

109# 

1 224,728 

60 

500 

30,388 

112# 

! 60,776 

100 

30 

39.834 

20# 

1 45,709 

15 

34,730 

52,095 

50 

12,866,020 

, 16,899,693 

Whole  population. 

(1790) 3,929,326 

The  rale  of  increase  from  1790  to  1800 — was  34J  per  cent (1800). . . ..5,303,666 

1800  to  1810  36^  “ (1810) 7,239,903 

1810  to  1820  33^  “ (1820) 9,660,765 

1820  to  1830  35^  “ (1830). . .12,866,020 

Estimated  18.30  to  1840  3l|-  “ (supposed  in  1840). . .16,899,693 

Plausible  reasons,  we  think,  may  be  assigned  for  these  differences  in  the  rates  of  increase.  The  period  from  1800 
to  1810  was  one  of  great  commercial  prosperity,  except  in  the  two  last  years;  that  from  1810  to  1820  took  in  the 
Avar,  a season  of  wild  speculation,  the  reign  of  “rag-money,”  great  changes  in  the  value  and  possession  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  ruin  or  bankruptcy  of  scores  of  thousands  of  the  better  jiart  of  tlie  population;  that  from  1820  to  1830 
was  one  of  general  prosperity,  in  the  restoration  of  a sound  currency,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  and  of 
internal  improvements,  the  ]>ursuit  of  a liberal  commeice,  and,  more  than  all,  in  a steady  demand  and  high  iirices 
for  labor,  except  in  the  two  first  years  of  the  ten.  But  we  have  estimated  the  increase  iVora  1830  to  1840  at  only 
31;J-  per  cent,  for  the  reverse  of  tliose  causes  which  added  so  largely  to  our  population  in  the  two  prosperous  periods 
above  spoken  of.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  observe,  that,  as  a general  rule,  prosperity  advances,  and  adversity 
retards  population — the  first  encouraging  marriages,  by  relieving  persons  of  the  fear  of  having  families  to  support, 
and  the  second  by  discouraging  marriages,  because  of  stinted  means  or  an  apprehended  want  of  steady  and  profit- 
able employment. 

We  have  given  the  estimates  that  we  made  in  1816  for  1820,  and  in  1822  for  1830.  The  first  estimate  differs  from 
the  real  amount  in  being  303,413  more;  but  the  second  estimate  is  less  than  the  real  amount  in  the  sum  of  98,208 
— which  was  a very  good  guess.  In  the  location  of  people,  some  of  the  estimates  approached  the  real  amounts 
with  singular  nearness — in  others  large  differences  exist;  the  latter  are  generally  in  the  new  states.  Yet  in  these, 
as  in  the  others,  we  have  again  attempted  prospective  estimates  of  their  population,  according  to  present  ap- 
pearances of  things.  But  to  those  who  know  the  sudden  and  powerful  changes  that  take  place  in  the  currents  of 
emigration,  it  is  needless  to  remark  that  tliese  particular  estimates  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  whatever  opinion  may 
be  formed  of  the  aggregate  made  out.  And  events  may  happen  that  w ill  hereafter  induce  us  to  add  from  500,000 
to  a million  of  persons  to  tliis  supposed  aggregate. 

Of  the  supposed  amount  of  tlie  population  in  1840,  somewhere  about  2,550,000  will  be  slaves — their  number  in 
1830  having  been  2,009,050;  in  1820—1,531,436;  1810—1,191,364;  1800—896,849;  1790— 697,697.  Our  estimate 
for  1830,  made  in  1822,  was  that  the  slaves  would  have  an  aggregate  of  1,962,000,  or  less  than  the  real  amount 
in  47,000.  The  rules  then  used  will  give  nearly  the  number  Just  above  suggested — 2,550,000.  If  the  present  de- 
mand and  price  of  cotton,  however,  continues,  the  number  will  rather  be  greater  than  less.  The  laws  for  their 
increase  are  the  same  as  those  for  free  persons. 

It  appears  almost  certain  that  the  population  of  the  United  States  Avill  be  considerably  more  than  quadrupled  in 
half  a century — from  1790  to  1840. 

We  did  intend  here  to  have  offered  many  facts  and  speculations  on  population — ^but  they  must  be  deferred;  for 
from  the  long  continued  heat,  or  some  other  cause,  we  are  unfitted  to  work  in  statistics,  though  generally  feeling 
great  pleasure  in  them. 
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We  briefly  mentioned  in  onr  last,  a great  outrage  com- 
mitted at  Cliarleslown,  Massachusetts,  whicli  ended  in 
the  conflagration  of  llie  Ursuline  convent,  in  that  town — 
and  certain  riots  that  liad  happened  in  Philadelphia;  and 
now  present  many  particulars  respecting  the  lormer  wiiii 
an  account  of  tiie  proceedings  had  on  the  subject — and 
copy  full  accounts  of  the  stcund  and  third  night’s  mobs 
in  Pliiladelpliia,  being  merely  repetitions  of  the  outrages 
committed  in  the  Jirat. 

Does  it  not  appear  that  the  character  of  our  people 
has  suffered  a considerable  change  for  tlie  worse?  If 
so — what  is  the  cause?  We  fear  tliat  the  moral  sense  of 
right  and  wrong  has  been  rendered  less  sensitive  than  it 
was — lliat  a spirit  ot  force,  in  certain  cases,  has  begotten 
it  in  otliers.  'I'he  saying  of  tiie  sage,  that  “truth  is  a 
victor  without  violence,”  is  passing  into  disrepute,  and 
sober  and  peaceable  individuals  are  called  upon  to  de- 
fend their  own  personal  rights,  or  tliose  of  their  neigh- 
bors, by  the  ’■'■lUtima  ratio  tlie  last  reason  of 

kings,  or  that  of  force— instead  of  relying  upon  the  whole- 
some and  quiet  operations  of  tlie  law  “round  the  standard” 
of  which  every  citizen  ought  to  rally,  and  all  respect. 
We  shall  not  “return  lailing  for  railing,”  nor  condemn 
a population  en  masse  for  acts  wliich  nineteen-twentieths, 
if  not  ninety-nine  hundredths,  most  sincerely  rejirobate — 
as  happened  to  the  pO[mlation  oi  Baltimore,  in  1812,  the 
year  of  the  declaration  of  w’ar  against  England — but 
would  recommend  charity  to  all  classes  of  persons,  wher- 
ever located,  and  tliat  the  bad  acts  of  a few  shall  not  be 
plead  against  the  good  conduct  of  the  many.  Nor  is  it 
easy,  in  a country  like  ours,  to  repel  the  exercise  of  il- 
legal force  by  the  use  of  an  authoi  ised  force — for  public 
opinion  is  against  it;  and  we  have  but  a small  antomaton 
power,  in  hii  ed  soldiers,  to  act  on  such  occasions — and 
would  hope  tliat  we  never'  may  have  such  uses  for  tliem. 
But  many  late  events — 'SUch  as  murderous  riots  on  the 
lines  of  our  rail  i-oads  and  canals  of  foreign  origin,  and 
in  some  of  our  cities  of  <Iomeslic  production,  shew  the 
necessity  of  an  organized  military  power  sufficient  to 
overawe,  or  suppress,  acts  like  those  now  recorded,  or 
those  which  happened  in  New  York,  and  at  other  places, 
not  long  ago.  Our  militia  laws,  in  general,  are  grossly 
defective,  if  not  ridiculous  in  their  operation — but  it 
would  seem  that  measures  might  be  adopted  by  which 
volunteer  corps  could  be  encouraged  to  keep  themselves 
in  readiness  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  in  maintaining 
the  supremacy  of  the  law,  when  required.  And  this 
seems  manifest,  that  a certain  degree  of  discipline  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  render  a body  of  men  either  pru- 
dently defensive  or  effectually  offensive,  on  any  occasion. 
Mobs  easily  recognise  leaders,  and  yield  obedience — but 
not  so  with  citizens;  and  it  is  much  easier  to  destroy  than 
to  save.  And  who  is  safe,  if  such  things  are  permitted  to 
pass  unpunished?  We  hope  for  an  example  in  Massachu- 
setts— we  have  entire  faith  in  the  integrity  of  her  judges 
and  the  firmness  of  her  executive,  that  persons  arrested 
and  found  guilty  of  participating  in  the  late  outrages  at 
Charlestown,  will  suffer  the  severest  penalties  that  belong 
to  the  foul  crime  of  arson — and  are  glad  to  learn  that  the 
work  of  finding  out  the  wretches  has  been  commenced 
with  satisfactory  energy  and  zeal.  So  also  at  Philadel- 
phia— but  %vhy  the  mobs  in  this  city,  we  have  yet  to 
learn.  The  blacks  have  suffered  cruelly,  and  submitted 
witli  much  patience — but  if  they  had  resisted,  or  should 
retaliate — what  then? 

An  interesting  correspondence  has  taken  place  and  is 
inserted  in  a subsequent  page,  between  certain  anti-ma- 
sons of  Alassachusetts,  and  gov.  Davis. 

Under  the  proper  head,  will  be  found  brief  notices  of 
the  late  elections,  so  far  as  accounts  have  reached  us. 

It  will  be  seen  in  our  abstract  of  the  latest  foreign 
news,  that  the  “Grey  ministry”  has  been  dissolved  by  the 
resignation  of  lord  Grey,  and  otlier&— the  causes  of  which 
we  have  also  briefly  stated. 

The  speeches  of  lords  Grey,  Brougham  2l\\6  otliers,  on 
this  occasion,  possess  much  interest  to  those  who  closely 
examine  the  proceedings  had  in  Great  Britain;  but  we 
cannot  give  them.  Lord  Grey  in  his  speech  announcing 
his  own  resigiiation,  stated  thathe  had  completed  his  70th 
year  io  March  last,  and,  deprived  of  the  assistance  that  he 


had  had  from  those  wiio  had  previously  resigned,  that  he 
was  not  aide  to  discliarge  the  duties  of  his  olhce — and  he 
spoke  of  the  great  measures  which  had  been  effected  dur- 
ing the  period  of  his  administration;  and  also  staled  that 
himself  and  his  relations  « ho  had  been.appointed  to  office, 
instead  of  carrying  away  any  of  the  pulilic  money,  would 
leave  the  public  sei  \ice  poorer  than  they  entered  it. 

The  president  had  a severe  bilious  attack  on  his  way 
to  I'ennessee,  but  the  “Globe”  says  that  he  had  entirely 
recovered  from  it.  He  reached  the  llermiiage  on  the 
5th,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  attend  a public  festival 
at  Nashville  on  the  13th  inst.  The  “Globe”  attributes 
the  disease  to  the  stagnant  water  that  has  been  formed  in 
the  ^‘■presidenf’s  grounds,’’’’  (which  used  to  be  called  the 
grounds  of  the  president’s  house),  by  the  embankment  of 
the  canal.  If  the  waters  have  there  become  stagnant,  the 
nuisance  ought  to  be  immediately  abated. 

The  Frederick  “Examiner”  of  the  13th  August,  inst. 
quoted  the  wagon  price  of  flour,  at  Baltimore,  on  that 
day,  at  $5  @ 5 12^  and  said  that  on  the  corresponding 
day  of  1833,  the  price  at  Baltimore  was  $6 — in  1832, from 
6 25  to  6 37,  per  barrel.  That,  for  the  corresponding 
week,  in  1832,  the  inspection,  at  Baltimore,  was  8,461 
bbls.  and  in  1838,  10,916;  but  in  the  week  of  this  year 
only  6,517.  So  it  appears  that  the  large  supplies  ob- 
tained much  better  prices  than  the  short  one. 

The  same  paper  of  the  20th  inst.  says,  the  price  of 
flour  at  Baltimore  (f/ie  market),  is  still  $5  12^.  In  the 
corresjionding  week  last  year  it  was  $6;  in  1832,  $6^.  A 
generally  reilnced  price  of  more  than  one  dollar  per  bai’- 
rel  is  shewn  against  the  farmers,  in  the  present  year. 

The  war  against  the  manufacturing  industry  and  na- 
vigating interests  of  the  eastern  people,  with  the  de- 
ranged state  of  business  in  consequencC^of  the  derange- 
ment of  the  currency,  has  thrown  those  w'ho  w'ere  our  best 
customers  forflour  more  or  less  upon  their  own  resources, 
and  much  diminished  the  demand  for  southern  bread 
stuffs. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  late  flattering  prospects  of 
the  corn  crops  are  no  longer  indulged.  The  long  drought 
and  continued  heat,  have,  as  it  were,  burned  up  vast 
quantities  of  the  growing  grain.  Rain  has  not  fallen  at 
many  places  round  us,  for  4 or  6 weeks. 

One  of  the  new'  locomotives  ihat  has  been  prepared  for 
tlie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  (and  several  are  getting 
i-eady),  lately  drew  108  tons,  18  crot.  exclusive  of  the  en- 
gine and  tender,  around  some  of  the  shortest  curves  of 
the  road,  and  up  acclivities  of  20  feet  in  the  mile,  at  the 
rate  of  12  miles  an  hour.  The  use  of  horses  on  this  road, 
except  at  the  inclined  planes,  will,  probably,  soon  be  dis- 
pensed with.  These  locomotives  are  constructed  by  the 
company,  and  will  all  use  anthracite  coal.  They  are 
highly  spoken  of.  There  have  been  times  when  the  bu- 
siness of  the  road  a little  exceeded  the  means  of  the  com- 
pany to  give  it  despatch — but  with  6 or  8 engines,  always 
ready  for  operation,  the  utmost  promptitude  may  be  ex- 
pected, botli  on  this  road,  and  on  the  road  to  Washing- 
ton, which  latter  is  very  rapidly  making,  and  in  the  best 
manner. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  reduced  amount  of  labor  ex- 
pended in  jierforming  the  usual  business  of  agricul- 
ture, in  consequence  of  improved  instruments  and  tools, 
new  roads  and  canals,  and,  generally,  in  the  march  of 
scientific  knowledge  and  pow  er.  But  the  end  is  not  yet 
— nay,  not  the  “beginning  of  the  ending,”  by  any  means! 

The  late  improvements  of  the  steam  engine,  and  others 
that  may  be,  with  a moral  certaitity,  expected,  will  make 
them  more  common  among  our  fanners  than  thrashing 
machines  yet  are  in  any  part  of  the  country  in  which 
they  are  ?io-u>  most  used;  and  we  think  it  not  at  all  extra- 
vagant to  believe,  that  grass  will  be  cut  and  hay  made- 
lands  be  ploughed  and  reaped' — grain  be  thrashed  and 
cleaned,  and  then  sent  to  the  mill,  and  the  market,  by 
steam!  For  it  seems  clear  that  almost  any  ordinary 
operation  which  can  be  performed  by  horse-powei’,  may 
be  accoraiilished  by  steam  locomotive  power.  And  with 
the  same  engine  which  performs  the  ojierations  suggest- 
ed, and  others  not  now  dreamt  of,  the  farmer’s  wife  will 
have  her  clothes  washed  wliile  it  is  grinding  grain  for  fa- 
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mily  use,  or  performing  other  common  purposes,  such 
as  drawing  out  iron  to  make  plougli  sliares  or  horse 
shoes! — for  the  engine,  being may  be  placed 
in  any  convenient  position,  after  a little  preparation  of 
tlie  road  over  which  it  is  to  travel.  We  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  place  limits  to  the  uses  of  steam — nor  do  we  be- 
lieve that  the  best  engines  have  a nearness  to  the  perfec- 
tion that  will  l)e  arrived  at — a few  years  hence. 

Good  roads  first,  and  then  rail  roads  and  canals,  have 
also  made  a great  revolution  in  tlie  l)usiness  and  labor  of 
agriculturists  in  regiird  to  the  rearing  and  demand  for 
horses,  and  lliis  revolution,  too,  is  only  at  its  beginning. 
Let  us  notice  one  case,  by  way  of  illustration.  'I'he 
‘•Arabian”  locomotive,  on  tlie  Baltimore  and  Oliio  rail 
road,  is  capable  of  training  cars  loaded  with  more  tlian 
100  tons,  besides  moving  itself  and  its  tender,  oyer  tlie 
most  curved  or  ascending  parts  of  the  road,  (the  inclined 
{•lanes  proper,,  excepted),  at  the  rate  of  12  miles  an 
liour.  I’he  distance  to  Frederick,  by  this  road,  is  60 
miles,  though  by  the  old  turnpike  only  45.  Allowing 
then  an  hour  for  passing  the  inclined  {ilanes  and  for  tak- 
ing in  water  and  fuel,  the  distance  between  Baltimore 
and  Frederick  may  be  performed  four  times  in  24  hours, 
if  so  needed  or  desired,  and,  of  course,  more  than  400 
tons  of  merchandise  be  moved  that  distance  in  the  space 
of  time  just  stated.  Now  it  would  i-equire  133  wagons, 
■with  1 driver  and  5 horses  each,  and  each  carrying  3 
tons,  48  hours  to  move  the  400  tons  from  Baltimore  to 
F'rederick  or  vice  versa,  over  the  turnpike  of  45  miles, 
for  the  horses  must  rest  at  night.  This  work,  if  per- 
formed by  two  sets  of  horses,  travelling  night  and  day, 
in  24  hours,  would  require  133  wagons,  266  drivers,  and 
labor  of  1,330  horses;  but  the  engine  and  its  train  will 
require  only  three  or  four  persons  in  all,  unless  at  the 
inclined  planes — which  being  a peculiar  obstruction  to 
the  free  use  of  the  road,  should  not  enter  into  any  gene- 
ral calculation  on  this  subject.  This  is  the  business  of 
one  day — and  the  loading  of  the  cars  is  much  easier  than 
tliat  ol  common  wagons.  Indeed,  such  are  the  conve- 
niences in  this  resiiect,  that  we  may  every  day  see  the 
bodies  of  wagons  passing  on  rail  road  cars,  with  their 
loading,  as  it  was  jiacked  at  Baltimore  for  Wheeling,  or 
at  Wheeling  for  Baltimore.  So  much  for  the  saving  of 
horse-power,  and  the  diminished  demand  for  horses,  in 
the  transportation  of  goods. 

Let  us  look  a little  at  the  transjiortation  of  per.sons. 
We  dcTnot  know  the  number  of  {lassengers  who  travel 
east  and  west  on  this  rail  road.  Perhaps,  they  are  about 
200  a day.  If  this  is  more  than  the  real  number,  it 
makes  no  difference — for  the  amount  may  exceed  500  a 
day,  in  a short  period  of  years,  and  probably  will — the 
road  being  extended  and  linking  itself  with  other  roads, 
&c.  'I'o  convey  the  200  passengers  from  Baltimore  to 
Frederick  [45  miles  by  the  turnpike]  or  vice  7>ersa, 
would  require  22  stages,  each  carrying  9 persons,  22  dri- 
vers and  176  horses,  allowing  each  horse  to  travel  rather 
more  than  22  miles  in  24  hours,  which  is  hard  work  in 
heavy  loaded  stages,  and  the  average  time  of  the  journey 
is  8 hours,  delays  variously  happening  from  heat  and 
cold,  rain  and  snow,  Ikc.  'I'he  weight  of  200  iiassengers, 
with  their  baggage,  may  be  put  down  at  about  17  tons — 
■which  -weight  might  be  added  to  100  tons  trained  by  the 
locomotive  without  at  all  detracting  from  its  speed! — and 
the  aggregate  of  time  saved  by  the  200  travellers,  in  one 
day’s  business  (and  “time  is  money”)  amounts  to  400 
hours,  equal  to  17  days  of  24  hours. 

'Fo  recapitulate — on  the  brief  distance  of  only  45  miles, 
we  gain  a power,  in  a single  steam  engine,  managed  by  3 
men,  equal  to  that  of  more  than  1,500  horses,  requiring 
the  immediate  charge  or  care  of  at  least  300  men,  be- 
sides the  saving  of  time — which,  of  itself,  is  more  valua- 
ble than  the  cost  of  management  and  fuel  for  tlie  engine. 

But  in  all  these  savings  of  horse-power,  whether  in 
the  business  of  agriculture,  or  of  transportation,  there  is 
oi.e  other  great  matter  for  the  consideration  of  producei’s 
of  grain — the  lessened  demand  for  it.  It  is  computed 
that  what  feeds  one  horse  will  feed  eight  individuals.  So 
the  use  of  steam  \iower  in  the  estimated  power  of  traiis- 
portations  over  only  45  miles,  is  equal  to  the  supjily  of 
bread  stuffs  tor  12,000  persons — to  say  nothing  of  the 
supply  of  meats,  whicli  the  grass  and  hay,  consumed  also 
by  the  horses,  might  furnish  in  the  diminished  demand 
for  horses.  If  our  average  export  of  bread  stuffs  be  equal 


to  1,000,000  bbls.  of  flour,  or  196,000,000  lbs.  it  will 
feed  537,000  persons  one  year,  allowing  each  1 lb.  per 
day.  It  then  follows,  that  the  use  of  45  [forty-fve]  en- 
gines, anil  in  the  manner  above  calculated,  may  cause  a 
surplus  of  bread  stnfl's,  for  the  use  of  individuals,  equal 
to  the  average  foreign  export  of  the  U.  States!  There 
are,  then,  very  important  things  involved  in  the  consi- 
derations that  belong  to  rail  roads  and  canals,  and  the 
general  aiiplicalion  of  steam  power.  And  the  selling 
value  of  horses  should  also  be  taken  into  the  account. 

'I'hese'are  mere  hints — or  references  to  the  facts  that 
are  before  us.  'Fhey  might  he  carried  out  much  further, 
and  especially  in  sliowing  also  the  extra  means  of  fur- 
nishing snpplii-s  of  meats,  in  the  land  gained  for  tlie  sup- 
I port  of  cattle,  by  tlie  reduced  number  of  horses,  &cc.  and 
I being  fond  of  such  {uirsuits,  we  shall,  {lerhaps  extend 
our  calculations  with  a view  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
mighty  revolution  that  probably  will  be  brought  about 
by  the^e/teru/ and  FAMiLtAU  use  of  steam  power — firmly 
believing,  as  we  do,  in  tlie  iirophecy  of  Oliver  Kvans, 
that  it  will  be  so  imjiroved,  and  rendered  so  manageable, 
as  to  he  aiqilied  even  to  common  household  purpos- 
es. Its  effects  alreafly  may  well  be  called  prodigious — 
but  are  yet  hardly  begun  to  be  felt! 

It  aiipears  that  the  new  gold  coins  have  been  really 
counterfeited,  in  the  manufacture  of  25  cent  pieces  into 
half  eagles,  and  lU  cent  pieces  into  quarter  eagles,  and 
that  some,  out  of  their  zeal  to  obtain  pocket  [lieces,  or 
“brag  money,”  as  we  called  it  in  our  last  pajier,  have 
jiaid  the  penalty  of  their  indiscretion.  'Fhese  are  not 
quizzes  of  party — but  the  cold  acts  of  scoundrels  who 
ought  to  be  most  severely  [luuished,  if  detected,  as  we 
hope  that  they  will  be.  But  folly  in  this  case,  as  in  all 
others,  opens  the  way  to  imposition,  and  every  rogue  well 
knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  “hobbies.”  Nothing 
else,  however,  than  an  utter  ignorancM  of  tlie  weight  of 
metals,  or  the  blindness  of  party,  could  suffer  such  mise- 
rable imitations  to  pass  current. 

It  will  be  seen  by  an  article  in  another  part  of  this 
sheet,  that  the  mint  is  hard  at  work  in  making  new  gold 
coins.  We  are  told  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
w ill  give  it  a large  job — in  that  way.  A few  millions  in 
legal  gold,  which  the  bank  can  very  conveniently  keep, 
will  be  just  the  thing  to  check  malicious  demands  for 
coins. 

The  following  paragraph  is  copied  from  the  great  “of- 
ficial”— 

Mr.  Bidille  anil  Iiis  parlizans  have  constantly  declared  how 
painful  it  was  to  tlicni  to  dijtress  the  country,  and  how  glad 
they  would  be  to  relieve  it,  were  they  not  deprived  of  the  power 
of  doing  so  by  the  removal  of  the  deposites.  The  criminal  hy- 
pocrisy of  all  this  cant  is  now  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  he 
lias  been  engaged  for  montlis  in  sending  funds  to  the  great 
bankers  in  Europe,  and  now  has  abroad  over  ,^*1,200,000,  which 
might  have  been  retained  at  home,  and  used  for  the  relief  of 
the  American  people!  f.et  those  who  have  been  deceived  by 
the  cant  of  the  bank,  reflect  on  this  fact,  and  judge  of  Biddle’s 
sincerity. 

The  “Globe”  having  n ready  access  fo  the  montlily  re- 
turns of  the  state  of  tlie  bank,  is  probably  correct  in  its 
statement — that  the  bank  has  $4,200,000  in  Europe.  But 
how  were  these  funds  obtained?  VV'as  it  not  by  the  pur- 
chase of  bills,  with  its  own  money,  and  did  not  such  pur- 
chases “relieve”  the  monetary  wants  of  the  country  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  loans  had  been  made  on  usual 
sixty  or  ninety  days  notes?  We  should  like  to  see  where 
the  difl'erence  is.  'Flie  funds  in  Kurope  were  obtained 
by  the  issue  of  the  notes  or  credits,  or  specie,  of  the 
bank — at  home. 

It  is  probable  that  the  bank  will  make  a large  profit  on 
this  proceeding.  If  trade  revives — it  has  exchange  to 
sell,  and  at  advanced  prices;  if  trade  remains  dull — the  $ 
bank  may,  and  most  probably  w ill,  import  gold,  ami  sell 
or  exchange  that,  at  an  advanckd  piuck,  also,  at  the 
mint  of  the  United  States!  Surely  the  latter  will  not  be 
complained  of  by  the  “Globe”' — for,  in  that  learned  pa- 
per, it  is  not  thought  that  gold  can  be  purchased  too  dear- 
ly, or  that  the  importation  of  specie  may,  in  some  cases, 
as  certainly  shew  the  adversity,  as  in  others  indicate  the 
prosperity  of  a country.  But  such  importation  is  gene- 
rally, if  not  always,  adverse  to  the  navigating  interest, 

, shewing  the  want  of  freights — on  the  labor  and  capital 
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expended  in  which  a very  material  part  of  the  value  of  a 
commodity  often  depends.  A liogshead  of  molasses,  let 
us  suppose,  is  worth  $15  at  New  Orleans,  and  iiU  at  Bos- 
ton, Will  the  owner  of  a Boston  vessel,  at  New  Or- 
leans, bring  home  15  dollars  in  specie,  when  he  can  buy 
a hogshead  of  molasses  for  that  sum,  and  make  five  dol- 
lars on  its  transportation  to  Boston,  whither  his  vessel  is 
about  returning?  But  if  he  prefers  the  specie,  it  is  evi- 
dence that  he  will  rather  lose  a freight  than  risk  the 
transportation  and  sale  of  the  molasses  at  Boston;  or  that 
cash  is  more  in  demand  at  Boston  than  molasses.  This 
operation  shews  an  unprofitable  state  of  trade  between 
the  two  ports,  and  to  both  of  them;  and  there  is  no  com- 
pensation for  the  charges  and  tear  and  wear  of  the  vessel. 
The  principles  here  suggested  are  of  universal  applica- 
tion. If  crude  copper  will  advance  half  a cent  per  lb. 
on  being  transported  from  Valparaiso  to  Baltimore,  gold, 
received  at  Valparaiso  for  the  outer  cargo,  will  be  ex- 
changed for  copper,  as  the  ship  must  be  ballasted;  and  it 
is  belter  to  take  in  copper  that  will  pay  even  so  small  a 
freight,  than  stones  or  sand  that  pay  nothing. 

The  ancient  and  steady  jealousy  of  the  people  of  our 
parent-country,  the  land  of  “John  Bull,”  over  the  purse- 
strings and  the  power  of  money,  if  held  by  their  kings,  is 
very  pointedly  shewn  in  the  following  extract  vvhicli  we 
happened  to  notice  the  other  day,  (in  a valuable  New 
York  periodical,  called  the  “Constellation”),  being  a part 
of  an  essay  concerning  ghosts  and  goblins,  witches  and 
sorcerers,  and  other  extraordinaries,  and  among  them  the 
old  belief  in  the  virtues  of  the  “philosopher’s  stone.” 
“The  act  of  transmutation  was  so  fully  believed  in  England 
in  the  fourteenth  century  to  have  been  carried  to  perfection, 
that  an  act  was  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV,  by  which  the  manufacture  of  gold  or  silver  from  the  base 
metals  was  made  a felony!  The  ground  solemnly  alleged  for 
the  enactment  of  this  law,  was  the  apprehension  entertained 
by  the  commoners  of  those  days,  that  if  money  were  obtainable 
in  this  fashion,  the  king  might  supply  himself  with  treasure  ad 
lihilum,  WITHOUT  the  assistance  of  PARLIAMENT,  AND  SO 
CONVERT  IT  TO  THE  PURPOSES  OF  DESPOTISM.  The  prevalence 
of  a similar  belief  here,  even  late  in  the  fifteenth  century,  is 
proved  by  patents  which  were  granted  by  Henry  VI,  with  a 
view  to  encourage  researches  in  pursuit  of  the  philosopher’s 
stone.” 

We  mentioned,  some  time  ago,  that  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
“novelist,”  had  “made  a book”  on  politics,  and  ex- 
pressed regret  that  he  had  meddled  in  them.  It  is  said 
that  he  has  been  “rowed  up  salt  river,”  in  a reply.  We 
have  not  seen  either  publication — but  from  some  notices 
of  both,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  taken  the  ground 
that  more  was  to  be  feared  from  legislative  than  execu- 
tive usurpation!  Neither  history,  nor  common  sense, 
will  bear  him  out  in  this  rank  and  foul  heresy  against  the 
people.  But  it  is  not  worth  while  to  say  more  on  the 
subject.  We  do  not  like  romancing  on  the  first  princi- 
ples of  free  governments. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  and  Advocate 
has  the  following  just  and  appropriate  remarks — 

The  mechanics  convention  for  the  state  of  New  York  will  be 
held  at  Utica  on  the  20th  of  the  present  month.  The  object  of 
it  is  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  pro- 
tect their  rights  against  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  state 
prison  monopoly  and  some  other  laws  of  the  state.  The  im- 
pression is  strong  amongst  this  class  of  our  fellow  citizens,  that 
their  interests  have  been  compromised  by  the  very  low  prices 
at  which  state  prison  goods  have  been  thrown  into  the  market. 
If  they  can  make  this  appear,  their  opposition  to  it  will  be 
heard,  and  their  grievances  will  be  redressed.  The  happiness 
and  the  general  wealth  of  a nation  are  always  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  its  productive  labor,  and  is  always  regulated  by 
the  rate  of  wages  of  the  laboring  classes.  The  higher  the 
wages  are,  the  greater  will  be  the  amount  of  comfort  aud  luxu- 
ries of  life  enjoyed  by  all  classes.  In  opposition  to  this  as- 
sumption, it  has  often  been  stated,  that  the  rate  of  wages  in 
a country  can  make  no  difference  to  the  inhabitants,  because 
the  prices  of  all  its  productions  are  regulated  by  them.  This 
would  be  true  if  we  imported  nothing  from  foreign  nations.  We 
should  have  to  pay  the  same  prices  for  tea,  coffee,  sugar  and  a 
thousand  other  articles,  if  wages  were  down  to  a shilling  a day, 
as  we  do  now.  A sixpence  might  get  as  much  bread  and  meal  as 
four  shillings  do  now,  but  the  remaining  sixpence  would  go  but 
little  way  in  purchasing  the  foreign  articles  which  the  poorest 
laborer  in  the  country  consumes,  it  is  for  these  reasons,  that  we 
at  all  limes  stand  ready  to  advocate  any  plan  of  policy  which 
Ehall  have  for  its  object  the  maintainin"  or  the  raising  of  wages. 
The  richest  man  in  the  country  is  equally  benefited  with  the 


poorest,  by  the  protection  of  the  actual  laborer.  It  may  do  very 
well  for  the  office  holders  and  their  partizans  to  uphold  the  state 
prison  monopoly  upon  their  boasted  principles  of  “free  trade,” 
but  we  hold  ourselves  prepared  at  all  times  to  defend  the  in- 
dustry of  the  country  against  all  [unfair]  competition,  foreign  or 
domestic. 

It  is  for  these  principles  that  we  have,  for  about  thirty 
years,  steadily  contended.  We  have  desired  to  build 
up  an  intelligent  and  independent  pojiulace,  and  the 
starting  place  for  that  is  in  obtaining  liberal  profits  on 
labor,  the  only  thing  which  the  many  have  to  sell.  Anri 
when  labor  is  in  high  demand,  how  beautiful  are  its 
opei’ations  on  society!  It  is  true,  that  now  and  then  we 
hear  of  turn-outs,  &c.  but  these,  like  the  electric  fluid 
discharged  from  the  clouds  which  purify  the  atmosphere, 
chiefly  end  in  a better  established  equality  between  the 
parties,  and  a more  just  consideration  of  the  real  state  of 
things  on  both  sides.  On  the  other  hand,  how  pleasant 
it  is  to  see  the  growing  comforts  of  the  w'orking  people — 
to  see  the  father,  feeling  the  effects  of  a want  of  educa- 
tion in  himself,  sending  his  sons  and  daughters  to  school, 
and  to  hear  the  little  gay  and  happy  urchins  reading 
books  and  newspapers,  ybr  the  information  of  their  parents. 
But  time  would  fail  to  describe  the  good  effects  of  high 
prices  for  honest  labor,  and  they  injure  no  one,  if  a due 
reciprocity  in  trade  is  maintamed.  There  is  a sort  of 
natural  tariff  that  must  be  observed.  The  well-fed 
American  cannot,  by  manual  labor,  compete  with  the 
East  Indian.  The  relation  of  their  wages  is  about  as  100 
dollars  to  10 — and  so  it  must  be  to  keep  up  existing  dif- 
ferences in  the  manner  of  living  and  clothing,  and  those 
comforts  which  have  become  necessaries  to  the  Americaa 
people.* * * * 

It  is  an  old  saying,  “There  is  no  knowing  who’s  go- 
vernor until  after  the  election.” 

The  “Indiana  Democrat”  before  the  election  said' — > 
“Noble’s  friends  are  deserting  him  like  leaves  in  wintry  wea- 
ther, and  rallying  under  the  democratic  republican  standard. 
Success  to  our  cause!  The  victory  is  worth  contending  for. 
The  last  hope  of  Clayisrn  in  our  state  is  the  election  of  Noah 
Noble.  Indiana  will  stand  completely  disenthralled  from  the 
domination  of  Noble  and  his  gang  of  public  defamers,  after  the 
first  Monday  in  August.”  ^ • 

But  the  same  paper  after  the  election,  says — ■ 

“The  election  has  terminated  somewhalf  to  our  disappoint- 
ment. Noah  Noble  is  doubtless  re-elected  governor, and  David 
Wallace,  lieutenant  governor,  fliuch  as  we  deprecate  the  is- 
sue, we  must  submit  to  the  fiat  of  the  sovereign  people,  whose 
right  it  is  to  elect  whom  they  please.  *****  All  that 
we  have  to  say  this  week  is — we  are  beaten  in  the  election  for 
governor,  and  we  are  sorry  for  it;  but  can’t  help  it.” 

The  “Democrat”  is  the  leading  administration  paper 
in  Indiana.  Mr.  Noble’s  majority  is  very  heavy.  It  is 
even  suggested  that  it  may  exceed  15,000. 

The  following  are  among  the  resolutions  lately  adopt- 
ed at  a meeting  of  the  “Democratic  citizens  of  South 
ward,” Philadelphia,  of  which  Geo.  jyi.  Dallas,  esq.  late 
a senator  of  the  United  States,  was  chairman: 

And  whereas.  This  aristocratic  combination  of  bankism, 
consolidation,  blue  light  federalism  and  nullification,  under 
false  pretences,  and  the  specious  but  stolen  name  of  an  English 
monarchical  party  professing  free  principles,  seek  to  cheat  and 
delude  the  friends  of  constitutional  law  and  free  institutions,  in 
order  the  more  effectually  to  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
destroy  pure  democracy,  and  prostrate  the  country  at  the  foot 
of  their  ambition,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  contest  at  present  waged  by  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  friends,  is  from  first  to  last  a war 
against  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people,  waged  to  revive 
the  prostrated  pretensions  of  wealth  and  aristocracy,  to  supre- 
macy in  the  land. 

Resolved,  That  “modern  whiggery  is  modern  trickery,”  and 
as  such  merits  the  scorn  of  all  true  democrats,  who  understand 
that  in  a contest  like  the  present,  all  who  are  not  with  demo- 
cracy, heart  and  hand,  are  against  it  and  its  principles. 

Mr.  Dallas  was,  until  lately,  a zealous  advocate  of  the 
bank,  and,  under  the  unanimous  instruction,  also,  of  the 

*The  world  are  but  little  acquainted  with  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  the  poor  English  laborer.  The  hand  loom  weavers,  and 
various  classes  of  mechanics  throughout  England,  depend  upon 
a small  additional  poor  rate  to  their  wages  to  raise  them  above 
the  power  of  machinery  and  actual  starvation.  In  Suffolk 
county  alone  one-half  the  population  receive  this  relief.  There 
are  8,000  surplus  laborers  in  Sussex— there  being  133  men  to  do 

the  work  of  100. 

t“Somet/'/iot!”  There  is  “somewhat”  of  a difference  be- 

tween the  “glorious”  victory  proclaimed  in  advance,  and  the 

annihilalory  defeat  realized! 
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^'democratic”  legislature  of  Pennsj  lvania.  And  did  he 
not  introduce  the  bill  to  recharter  the  bank,  which  passed 
both  bouses, and  was  xie/oe// by  the  president? 

It  is  true,  this  instruction  of  Pennsylvania  was  charged 
as  a rank  corruption  of  the  members  of  the  legislature 
— thata  system  of  corrupt  “bribery  procured  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  in  favor  of  tlic  bank,”  &c.  which  was 
thus  repelled,  at  the  time,  in  the  Philadelphia  papers — 
“The  members  oClIie  legislature  that  passed  the  resolution  in 
question,  have  returned  to  their  homes;  and  the  undersigned,  a 
portion  of  those  members,  residing  in  and  near  Philadelphia, 
having  an  opportunity  of  conveniently  interchanging  views, 
deem  it  an  act  of  justice  to  their  constituents,  and  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  pronounce  the  charge — no  matter  by  whom 
made — by  whom  repeated — or  by  whom  countenanced — to  be  an 
unfounded  and  atrocious  libel. 

‘^Samuel  B.  Davis,  Joseph  Taylor,  J.  R-  Burden,  Richard 
Peltz,  James  Goodman,  John  Felton,  Charles  II.  Kerk,  Charles 
Brown,  Henry  Simpson,  William  Wagner,  Thomas  J.  Heston, 
John  Carter.” 

Philadelphia,  May  18,  1831. 

Do  any  of  these  gentlemen  now  charge  that  corruption 
on  others,  which  they  so  earnestly  repelled  when  prefer- 
red against  themselves?  Have  they  “kissed  the  black 
stone,”  and  been  not  only  purged  of  sin,  but  rendered 
incapable  of  committing  sin — with  power  to  make  sinful 
all  persons  who  do  not  turn  as  they  have  turned,  and 
twist  as  they  have  twisted  ^ We  hope  that,  having  felt  the 
slander  on  themselves,  they  have  some  degree  of  charity 
for  others. 

But  the  politics  and  politicians  of  Pennsylvania — whe- 
ther regarding  the  tarilf,  internal  improvements  or  the 
bank,  or  any  other  great  national  question,  have  latterly 
been  just  as  the  wind  bloweth,  and  in  the  keeping  of  cir- 
cumstatices. 

The  Cincinnati  Gazette  says— 

Geo.  Cass,  secretary  of  war,  arrived  in  Cincinnati  on  Friday 
week,  and  tarried  until  Monday  morning.  He  was  received 
and  treated  with  marked  respect  and  hospitality,  without  refer- 
ence to  party  association.  He  was  on  the  look  out  for  a place 
of  future  residence,  and  also  upon  a tour  to  Detroit. 

^ There  has  been  a good  deal  of  speculation  among  po- 
liticians as  to  the  condition  and  prospects  of  Mr.  Cass. 
Some  have  said  that  he  could  not  much  longer  hold  a 
seat  in  the  cabinet — and  others  that  he  would  voluntarily 
retire  from  it,  that  he  might  be  better  prepared  as  the 
“alternative”  candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  the  event 
of  certain  things  happening  in  New  York  and  other 
states. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  admiral  sir  Isaac  Coffin,  (of 
the  British  navy)  a native  of  Nantucket,  when  on  a visit 
there,  some  years  ago,  founded,  and  liberally  endowed,  a 
public  school,  called  the  “Coffin  school,”  Vor  the  parti- 
cular education,  however,  of  all  the  little  Coffins,  pre- 
sent or  to  come.  He  has  lately  permanently  added  jElOO 
sterling  more  per  annum,  for  the  support  and  extension 
of  this  scliool.  The  stock  to  produce  this  revenue  he 
desires  may  be  vested  in  the  name  of  the  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  or  mayor  of  Boston,  for  the  time  being, 
and  its  interest  drawn  for  by  said  governor  or  mayor,  to 
be  applied  as  aforesaid. 

A New  York  paper  says — The  immigration  into  Ca- 
nada through  Quebec  from  June  1825,  to  August  1834, 
amounts,  according  to  a table  published  in  the  Montreal 
Daily  Advertiser  of  7th  inst.  to  one  million,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-eight persons.  The  greatest  number  of  immigrants 
in  any  one  year  was  in  1832,  when  it  amounted  to 
220,000. 

This  number  far  exceeds  any  thing  that  we  had  calcu- 
lated. We  have  thought  that  the  average  whole  number 
of  emigi'ants  from  Europe  to  America,  h.ardly  exceeded 
100,000  a year,  all  counted. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Literary  society  at  T-ondon,  the 
prince  of  Canino,  (Lucien  Bonaparte),  gave  tlie  following 
sentiment: 

“To  the  political  principles,  sacred  treasure  of  the  British 
constitution;  to  the  inviolability  of  the  private  dwelling,  to  the 
independence  of  the  jury,  to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  to 
the  imprescriptible  right  of  association!  May  these  precious  li- 
berties, gentlemen,  continue  to  constitute  your  happiness!  but 
may  they  also  cease  to  be  foreiga  to  France,  who  for  forty  years 


has  been  fighting  to  obtain  them!  May  the  intellectual  progress 
of  political  reform  which  agitates  Europr;  be  directed  every 
where,  as  it  is  with  you,  by  religious  sentiments,  and  an  invio- 
lable respect  for  property,  and  may  all  nations  become  as  free 
as  the  hospitable  people  of  old  Englaml!” 

The  Portuguese  decree,  putting  down  the  friars  and 
monks,  was  going  into  effect,  but  with  great  liberali- 
ty. The  orders  were  abolished — but  the  present  mem- 
bers of  them,  destitute  of  means  of  procuring  a liveli- 
hood, are  to  be  assisted  from  the  public  treasury. 

THE  CHOLERA. 

The  following  brief  notices  of  the  progress  of  the  cholera,  at 
various  places,  may  sutliceall  ordinary  purposes  of  inforiiialion 
and  record. 

Daily  reports  are  now  made  to  the  New  York  board  of  health. 
The  Cuminercial  Advertiser  says — 

The  first  decided  case  of  cholera,  according  to  the  first  report 
of  the  board  of  health,  made  on  .Saturday  the  9ih  iiisi.  which 
terminated  in  death,  was  on  the  23d  of  July.  From  that  period 
to  the  present,  27  days  have  intervened,  and  the  deaths  in  the 
whole  of  that  time,  including  the  report  of  to  day,  are  120. 

They  stand  thus: 


Saturday,  August  9 

Sunday,  August  10 

Monday,  August  11 

Tuesday,  August  12 

Wednesday,  August  13  ... 

Thursday,  August  14 

Friday,  August  15 

Cases. 

12 

24 

Deaths, 

14 

3 

11 

Saturday,  August  16 

26 

16 

Sunday,  August  17 

Monday,  August  18 

Tuesday,  August  19 

33 

17 

31 

17 

*J20 

This  presents  an  average  of  a fraction  more  than  four  deaths 
per  day  by  this  disease,  whereas  the  27  first  days  of  the  scourge 
in  1832,  exhibited  a mortality  of  more  than  1,450.  The  climax 
of  the  disease  in  that  year  was  the  21st  or  22d  of  its  avowed 
existence — nor  was  the  temperature  during  its  prevalence  in 
iliai  season  more  intensely  hot  than  it  has  been  since  it  com- 
menced in  July  of  the  present  year.  On  the  2lst  of  July,  1832, 
no  less  than  104  deaths  were  reported — being  only  sixteen  fewer 
than  the  entire  number  that  has  died  of  cholera  in  the  city  the 
whole  of  the  present  summer. 

Among  tlie  victims  at  New  York  was  judge  Cowan.  From 
apparently  the  best  hcalih  he  passed  into  the  valley  of  the  dead, 
in  11  hours;  this  death  has  been  attributed  to  eatiug  withered 
and  unripe  potatoes.  He  was  a gentleman  of  careful  habits, 
both  in  eating  and  drinking. 

The  cholera  still  continues  in  the  lower  part  of  .Albany.  On 
Sunday  there  were  9 cases  and  3 deaths,  and  on  Monday  14 
cases  and  9 deaths. 

One  fatal  case  has  occurred  at  Rochester,  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Richard  Van  Kleeck,  who  had  just  returned  fioni  Toionto, 
where  he  is  supposed  to  have  taken  the  disease. 

The  board  of  health  of  Buffalo  have  issued  a circular,  in  which 
they  state  that  the  cholera  has  existed  in  that  city  for  the  last 
20  days,  and  that  37  deaths  have  occurred  by  that  disease. 

An  extra  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  dated  lllh  August,  states 
that  from  the  1st  to  the  1 1th,  inclusive,  there  had  been  52  deaths 
by  cholera,  in  that  city.  Eighieen  of  the  above  were  strangers. 

The  disease  at  Poughkeepsie  was  rapidly  abating — and  some 
days  had  elapsed  without  a single  death  by  cholera. 

Solitary  cases  have  happened  at  Catskill,  Lockport,  Ogdens- 
burgh,  N.  Y.  at  Pittsburgh  and  Washington,  Pennsylvania,  Afa- 
dison,  Indiana,  and  a number  of  other  places  in  the  west. 

Three  fatal  cases  of  cholera  were  reported  at  Washington  city 
on  the  15lh  inst.— but  none  others  since. 

The  last  weekly  report  from  Cincinnati  shews  only  13  deaths 
by  cholera — in  the  previous  week  29  had  happened  fron)  that 
disease. 

The  disease  was  declining  at  Montreal,  and,  at  the  latest  dates, 
the  deaths  by  cholera  were  16  or  17  daily.  At  Qneftcc  the  deaths 
from  that  disease  range  between  20  and  30  a day.  The  cholera 
was  bad  at  Kingston,  and  cases  were  happening  in  many  other 
places  in  the  Canadas. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  at  Montreal  for  33  days,  in  the  last 
and  present  months,  was  1,084— viz:  404  children  and  680  adults, 
of  these  about  850  were  by  cholera.  The  aggregate  of  the  same 
days,  in  the  years  1830,  1831  and  1833  had  an  average  of  only 
19i— 1832  was  the  first  cholera  year. 

The  news  from  Madrid  of  the  4th  inst.  is  to  the  following  ef- 
fect: “The  cholera  is  almost  exclusively  the  object  of  attention 
here.  This  terrible  malady  which  still  continues  its  ravages  in 
the  south  of  Spain,  has  at  length  made  its  appearance  in  the 
capital,  where,  however,  it  is  as  yet  confined  to  the  hospitals. 
The  cases  said  to  have  happened  in  private  are  doubtful.  The 
disease,  both  at  Madrid  and  at  Ballecca,  a village  one  league 
from  the  capital,  where  the  great  number  of  sick  are,  shows  it- 

*There  were  15  deaths  on  the  20lh,  and  20  on  the  21st, 
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self  in  a mild  form;  but  little  reliance  Is  placed  upon  this  cir- 
cumstance, as  it,  also  at  first  appeared  under  a mild  form  in  the 
towns  in  Andalusia,  where  the  mortality  has  since  been  so  con 
siderable.” 

ELECTIONS. 

We  shall  give  below  some  returns  from  KentucUy,  Indiana, 
&c. 

The  parties  are  preparing  for  battle  in  the  stale  of  Ohio,  w ith 
great  zeal.  General  Findlay,  of  Cincinnati,  was  some  lime 
since  presented  as  the  opposition  candidate  to  gen.  Lucas,  (who 
received  the  nomination  of  the  “Jackson  republican”  conven- 
tion), and  has  been,  by  common  consent,  adopted  as  the  choice 
of  that  party.  An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  out  Mr.  Fance, 
at  present  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  useful  members  of  con- 
gress, and  his  name  as  a candidate  was  inserted  in  many  pa- 
pers ‘^byreguesV’ — but  he  has  publicly  withdrawn  himself,  and 
will  support  gen.  Findlay;  .so  there  will  be  a full  trial  of  strength 
between  tiie  adverse  parlies.  The  last  named  gentleman  was 
an  “original”  friend  of  general  Jackson,  but  retired  from  the 
support  of  president  Jackson  some  time  ago. 

There  will  be  a very  sharp  contest  in  Maine.  The  eloquent 
senator  from  that  state,  Mr.  Sprague,  is  the  opposition  candi- 
date for  governor.  The  election  for  members  of  congress  also 
-comes  on  early  in  the  next  month;  and  in  several  of  the  districts 
will  be  earnestly  disputed. 

Great  political  excitement  prevails  in  New  Jersey,  and  the 
Whigs  have  held  many  very  numerous  meetings. 

•In  Maryland,  unless  in  the  reception  of  Mr.  Taney  at  Balti- 
more and  in  Frederick,  not  much  of  electioneering  business  has 
yet  been  done,  except  in  the  primary  assemblies  of  the  people: 
but  the  campaign  is  about  to  open  with  considerable  zeal. 

In  Pennsyloania  we  have  strong  indications  that  there  will 
be  only  two  divisions  of  the  people  at  the  Ociol>er  election — for 
or  against  the  administration.  J'he  anti-masons,  thinking  that 
they  have  accomplished  much,  and  hoping  to  do  more  by  a con- 
ciliatory spirit,  seem  to  be  generally  returning,  at  least  for  the 
time  being,  to  their  former  political  preferences,  and  will  unite 
themselves,  as  the  case  may  be,  very  generally,  with  one  or  the 
other  of  the  parties  just  designated.  Large  meetings  have  been 
held  in  several  of  the  strongest  anti  masonic  counties,  at  which 
•resolutions  to  this  efl"ect  have  been  passed.  As  a body,  the  anti- 
masons  are  also  anti-administration.  The  following  resolution, 

, adopted  in  Ltjzerne  county,  may  serve  as  a specimen  of  the 
proceedings  alluded  to: 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  w'hile  anti-masons  regard  with  jea- 
lousy, distrust  arid  apprehension,  the  principles  and  pretensions 
of  freemasonry,  tiiey  are  not  insensible  of  the  existence  of  para- 
mount political  evils— and  while  they  chewsh  their  own  distinc- 
tive sentiments  as  necessary  to  the  entire  and  perfect  political 
regeneration  of  their  country,  and  look  steadily  to  their  ultimate 
object  and  to  the  distinctiveness  of  their  party,  yet,  for  high  and 
patriotic  motives,  they  deem  it  expedient  to  unite  on  this  occa- 
sion with  all  patriotic  citizens,  who  are  in  love  with  the  consti- 
tution, and  alarmed  at  its  infractions,  to  rescue  it  from  the  mis- 
rule of  those  who  have  despised  its  claims  and  trespassed  upon 
its  sacred  provisions. 

The  election  in  Rhode  JsZnnd  will  take  place  on  the  26th  inst. 
for  members  of  the  legislature.  It  will  be  warmly  contested, 
because  of  the  election  of  a senator  of  the  United  Stales,  Mr. 
KttighVs  term  expiring  on  the  3d  March  next.  The  gentlemen 
’held  up  for  this  office  are  Tristam  Ihirges  and  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
esquires.  The  result  will  very  much  depend  on  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  anti-masons.  Neither  of  the  parties,  we  believe, 
ever  belonged  to  the  masonic  society. 

From  Indiana,  we  learn,  by  the  Indiana  Journal  of  the  9th 
instant,  that  in  15  counties,  the  aggregate  of  votes  for  governor 
of  the  state,  was  for  Mr.  Nolle,  (whig),  12,287;  Mr.  Read,  (Jack- 
son), 7,687.  In  1831  the  vote  in  these  counties  was  for  Noble, 
7,.532;  Read,  5,092 — apparent  comparative  gain  for  Noble, ^,\AQ. 

No  doubt  seems  to  be  entertained,  adds  the  Journal,  of  the 
election  of  Mr.  AToiZe  by  a large  majority.  Neatly  all  of  Mr. 
Kinnard^s  congressional  district,  in  which,  previous  to  the  elec- 
tion, the  Jackson  men  claimed  a majority  of  1,. 500  votes,  has 
been  heard  from,  and  not  a county  has  given  Mr.  Read  a majo- 
rity; but  on  the  contrary,  Noble^s  majority  exceeds  1,300,  and  it 
yvill  be  increased  by  the  other  counties. 

[We  have  further  returns  shewing  23,042  voles  for  Mr.  Noble, 
and  16,972  for  Mr.  Read — together  40,000  votes,  which  seems  a 
heavy  poll,  and  gives  N.  a majority  of  6,070.  An  Indiana  pa- 
per goes  further,  and  counts  up  a majority  of  8,120 — another  says 
it  will  be  from  10  to  12,000;  and  the  Louisville  Journal,  on  giv- 
ing a number  of  the  returns,  expresses  an  oftinion  tlilit  Mr.  No- 
ble’s majority  will  exceed  15,000.  It  is  asserted  that  Mr.  Read 
would  hardly  obtain  a majority  in  a single  county  in  the  stale— 
which  would  seem  possible  from  the' counties  before  us  for 
which  the  returns  are  given.] 

We  have  some  general  notices  of  the  results  of  the  elections 
in  North  C«roZ£na,  but  neither  party  seems  to  understand  the 
real  state  of  political  feeling  thereby  indicated,  and  it  is  thought 
by  some,  who  are  best  informed  on  the  subject,  that  the  political 
preferences  of  the  memherseiccted  will  not  be  accurately  known 
until  after  the  meeting  of  the  legi.slature.  The  Favette  Journal 
has  the  returns  from  4 counties,  atid  says  that  11  out  of  the  12 
members  chosen  are  administration,  but  the  Newbern  Sprecta- 
tor  observes  that  of  25  members  cJccjcd  iu  thru  aud  the  neigh- 


boring conntie.',  19  are  avowed  nnli-Jackson  men.  This  Is 
Mr.  Speig/tZ’s  congiessional  district. 

J'hcre  are  some  rumors  of  results  ft nm  Illinois.  They  have 
the  same  gi  tn-ral  political  aspect  as  those  from  Indiana — against 
the  administration;  but  notbing  is  positively  slated  on  the  siilr- 
jccl. 

I'licre  lia.s  been  a sharp  contest  in  Missouri,  but  the  question 
seems  to  have  ;in  immediate  relation  to  certain  proposed  altera- 
limis  ol  tite  consiiiniion.  In  St.  Louis  county,  six  opposed  to, 
and  two  in  favor  of  those  amendments,  have  been  chosen  mein- 
bcis  of  the  legislature.  M r.  iforZon,  fiirmerly  of  the  senate  of 
the  United  Slates,  is  one  of  the  six. 

Pretty  full  accounts  arc  received  from  Kentucky.  Mr.  Letch- 
er’s exact  majority  over  Mr.  Moore,  is  given  at258,  in  the  Frank- 
fort “Commnnweallh.”  From  the  same  paper  we  also  learn, 
that  the  senate  consists  of  38  members.  Senators  are  elected 
for  four  year.’< — one-fonrth  of  whom  go  out  of  office  annually. 
This  year  10  went  out  of  office — 4 of  whom  were  for  Jackson, 
and  6 were  whigs.  There  are  also  three  vacancies,  two  by 
death  and  one  hy  resignation — two  of  these  vacancies  were 
whigs,  and  the  other  a Jacksonian.  The  state  of  parties  in  the 
senate,  last  year,  was  20  Jacksonians  and  18  whig.s.  So  far  as 
heard  from  this  year,  the  whig  party  have  twenty  in  the  senate 
and  the  Jackson  party  sixteen — and  two  yet  to  he  heard  from. 
The  house  of  representatives  consists  of  100  members:  returns 
of  the  election  of  eighty-six  are  received,  and  they  stand  71 
“whig”  and  15  “Jackson.”  It  is  freely  said  that  the  latter  par- 
ty will  hardly  exceed  20  in  the  lionse.  The  names  of  the  elect- 
ed are  given,  and  in  most  cases,  statements  of  the  votes  taken 
are  added.  'J’lie  Lexington  Intelligencer  says  that  Washington 
county,  which  gave  to  gen.  Jackson  a majority  of  1,000  in  1828, 
has  now  elected  anti-Jackson  representatives  by  a majority  of 
200  voles.  It  is  quaintly  suggested,  that  this  result  was  caused 
by  the  large  number  of  persons  detached  to  vote  for  Mr.  Moore, 
in  Mercer  county!  not  their  own  connly,  nor  their  own  con- 
gressional district.  The  vote  in  Mercer  county  was  about  400 
more  than  ever  before  given. 

The  counties,  with  the  city  of  Louisville,  which  compose 
Mr.  Pope’s  congressional  district,  are  said  to  shew  an  aggregate 
majority  of  more  than  2,000  against  him  and  the  administration 
which  he  supports. 

There  are  rumors  of  the  result  of  the  elections  in  eleven  coun- 
ties of  Mabnma — ten  of  which  are  said  to  have  gone  against  the 
administration.  We  think  that  there  is  some  mistake  in  this 
matter,  though  the  opposition  in  that  state  is  said  to  have  re- 
cently acquired  strength. 

There  are  two  full  tickets  out  in  Georgia  for  congress — they  are 
called  the  “Jackson  Forsyth,”  and  “Tronp  or.«tale  rights,”  and 
opposed  to  the  adininistralion,  which  Mr.  Tronp  has  denounced 
as  “vicious  and  corrupt,”  in  a reply  to  a late  invitation  to  a 
public  dinner.  Tlie  contest  will  probably  be  a severe  and  close 
one. 


ITEMS. 

PMward  Everett,  esq.  of  Massaebusetts,  has  resigned  his  seat 
in  congress,  and  Mr.  McDuffi,e,  in  an  address  to  his  constituents, 
declines  a re-election,  and  intimates  that  he  will  also  resign, 
unless  there  is  a speedy  improvement  in  the  slate  of  his  health. 
These  gentlemen  will  he  imich  missed  in  the  house. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  our  new  minister  for  Russia,  left  New  York  on 
Saturday  last  for  Liverpool,  on  his  way  to  the  court  of  the  great 
autocrat  of  the  north. 

Died — at  his  residence,  near  Charlestown,  (Indiana),  pn  Sa- 
turday, July  26th,  Jonathan  Jennings,  esq.  the  first  governor  of 
Indiana,  and  for  many  years  a member  of  congress  from  the 
same  state,  which,  whilst  still  a territory,  he  for  several  years 
represented  as  a delegate  to  congress. 

United  States  bank  stock  sold  at  New  York,  on  Saturday  last, 
at  no  a llOi. 

[We  never  yet  made  a money-speculation — or  bought  or  ob- 
tained any  thing  out  of  the  immediate  range  of  our  own  regular 
business,  unless  with  a view  to  our  own  holding  nr  direct  use 
of  it — but  if  vve  had  money,  would  like  an  investment  in  the 
stock  of  this  hank,  at  the  advanced  rate  given— whether  it  lives 
or  dies.  If  the  latter,  it  will  “cut  up”  well.  It  is  stronger,  in 
its  own  proper  means,  than  the  bank  of  England.] 

It  is  announced  in  the  “Globe”  that  the  “Girard  hank,”  at 
Philadelphia,  has  been  re-appointed  “a  deposite  bank  for  the 
treasury  department.” 

Between  the  6th  and  16th  inst.  1.50  tons  of  produce  were  for- 
warded from  Wheeling  to  Baltimore. 

The  repairs  of  the  Cumberland  road,  under  the  late  act  of  con- 
gress, are  about  to  be  prosecuted  with  energy.  The  contractors, 
at  both  ends  of  the  line,  Cumberland  and  Wheeling,  have  com- 
menced operations. 

Mexico  is  reaping  a harvest  of  “glory”  in  the  contests  of  her 
generals,  and  through  the  intrigues  of  her  priests.  The  people 
are  killing  one  another  without  much  ceremony.  General  San- 
ta Anna  appears  on  the  highway  to  a throne.  He  has  an  army 
of  officers  fighting  for  spoils. 

We  shall  soon  learn  the  effects  of  the  abolition  laws  of  Great 
Britain.  There  are  rumors  iliat  unhappy  events  were  expected 
— thatlhc  slaves  had  said  they  would  not  work,  &c. 
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Belzoni  found  in  tlie  norihern  places  of  Egypt,  as  llornemann 
had  done  before,  the  tops  of  the  fiioiintams  of  the  desert  en- 
crusted with  salt,  and  wells  of  sweet  water  rising  out  of  a sur- 
face overspread  with  masses  of  it.  Herodotus  relates  the  same 
fact,  2,200  years  before. 

A lump  of  sliver  was  obtained  lately  in  the  silver  mines  of 
Konig<burg,  which  is  perhaps  the  largest  ever  seen.  It  weigh- 
ed 7^  cwl,  and  is  estimated  at  the  value  of  13,000  dollars  in 
specie. 

Madame  Malibran  has  recently  entered  info  an  engagement 
with  the  .Milan  opera  for  five  years.  According  to  its  tenor, 
she  receives  a house,  a table  with  six  covers,  an  equipage,  and 
14, 000— say  60,000  dollars. 

— © 0**-. — 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  Liverpool  papers  to  the  \lth,  and  London  to  the  I6th  July, 
both  inclusive. 

GREAT  BRITAI.V  AND  IRELAND. 

Lord  Grey’s  administration  had  been  deranged  in  conse- 
quence of  the  resignation  of  lord  ^dltkorp,  which  grew  out  of  a 
communication  made  by  Mr.  Littleton,  the  secretary  for  Ireland, 
to  Mr.  O'Connell,  of  a difference  in  the  cabinet  as  to  the  form 
of  renewing  the  coercion  bill.  It  appears  from  the  debates 
consequent  on  the  annunciation  of  the  resignation  of  lord  Al- 
thorp,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  of  earl  Grey,  the 
prime  minister,  that,  on  the  .subject  of  the  coercion  hill,  a divi- 
sion had  existed  in  the  cabinet,  earl  Grey  and  a portion  of  its 
members,  differing  with  lord  Althorfi  and  three  others,  as  to  the 
propriety  of  withdrawing  the  clauses  authorising  the  holding  of 
niilitaiy  courts  martial  from  the  bill,  in  its  renewed  form;  that 
on  consultation  privately  by  lord  Grey  with  the  lord  lieutenant, 
the  latter  had  made  a confidential  commiiriicatioti,  in  which  he 
gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  clauses  alluded  to  might,  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  Ireland,  be  omitted.  Upon  the  re 
ceipt  of  this  intelligence,  it  was  agreed  by  ministers  to  renew 
the  bill  in  that  form,  and  it  was  reported  accordingly.  Previ- 
ous to  the  final  action  on  the  bill,  Mr.  Litlleion  iiiloimed  Mr. 
O’Connell  of  the  character  of  the  diflicullies  which  had  existed 
among  ministers,  and  of  the  cause  of  its  ailjiistment;  whereupon 
Mr.  O’Connell  called  for  the  prodirclion  of  the  private  and  con- 
fidential letters  which  had  passed  between  earl  Grey  and  the 
lord  lieutenant.  This  at  once  made  known  to  lord  .Mthorp  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disclosure  which  had  been  made, 
and,  as  it  phxced  him  in  the  awkward  position  of  advocating  in 
public,  a measure  which  in  private  he  had  opposed,  he  signified 
his  desire  of  resigning,  in  which  he  was  gratifieil.  This  led  to 
the  resignation  of  earl  Grey,  which  had  been  accepted  by  llie 
king,  who  then  authorised  lord  Melbourne,  the  home  secretary, 
to  organize  a new  ministry,  he  himselfto  be  the  premier;  and  it 
is  understood  that  lord  Althorp  would  take  office  under  him. 
Lord  Brougham  retains  his  post. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  9th  July,  after  lord  Althorp 
had  explained  his  reasons  for  the  step  he  had  taken,  Mr.  Little- 
ton, the  secretary  for  Ireland,  who  had  been  alluded  to  as  the 
person  who  made  the  communication  in  question,  rose,  ami 
after  expressing  the  profoiindest  sentiments  of  reeret  at  having 
been  the  auihor  of  the  indiscretion,  which  had  led  to  such  unex- 
pected and  disastrous  results,  remarked — “No  individual  in  this 
house  was  ever  placed  in  a more  [lainfni  situation  than  I now 
find  myself  placed  in.  I have  committed  two  errors.  I have 
committed,  first,  the  error  of  having  had  a communication  w ith 
the  honorable  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  O’Connell) 
without  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  his  majesty’s  government, 
and  I have  committed  the  further  and  greater  error,  in  placing 
confidence  in  one  who  has  proved  himself  so  ill  deserving  of  it.” 
Mr.  O'Connell  said,  “he  would  infinitely  prefer  that  a double 
share  of  the  blame  should  be  thrown  upon  him  than  that  any 
should  be  cast  upon  the  light  honorable  genlleinari.”  “He  did 
not  rise  to  vindicate  himself,  but  to  remind  gentleinen  of  the  si- 
tuation in  which  he  was  placed, and  how  much  his  countrymen 
expected  of  him.  It  was  to  preserve  the  country  from  danger 
that  he  had  so  acted.  He  did  not  act  as  a private  individual. 
When  confidence  was  reposed  in  him  he  felt  that  he  was  bound 
not  to  mention  names;  but  then  the  house  would  recollect  that 
he  was  to  act  with  others,  and  to  get  others  to  act  with  him, 
that  he  had  to  manage  others;  but  he  w'ould  state  that  in  that 
management  he  did  not  utter  a word  or  give  a hint  to  any  per 
son  of  the  quarter  from  which  he  had  received  the  intimation 
in  question.”  He  concluded  by  complimenting  Mr.  Littleton, 
and  the  principles  of  the  late  members  of  the  ministry,  and 
withdrew  his  motion  which  had  produced  the  derangement  of 
the  cabinet. 

The  cholera  continued  to  rage  in  Dublin  with  unabated  vio 
lence,  and  indiscriminately  carried  off  the  rich  and  the  poor, 
within  a few  hours  after  they  were  attacked.  Great  di.sfress 
prevailed  in  Thiirles  and  Tipperary,  Ireland.  Out  of  a popula- 
tion in  the  latter  place,  of  7,000,  there  W'ere  no  less  than  2,460 
ir>  absolute  want  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life. 

Disturbances,  riots  and  murders  continued,  and  the  excite- 
ment which  led  to  them  was  on  the  increase. 

FRANCE. 

The  elections  have  resulted  ihii.s — there  arc  in  favor  of  miiii.s- 
ters  230,  opposition  90,  no  party  men  50,  Carlists  about  12. 
There  had  been  several  destructive  storms  of  hail. 

SPAIN. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  movement  of  general  Ro- 
dil’s  army,  mentioned  in  our  last,  the  Carlisl  junta  of  Navarre, 


had  called  out  a levy  en  masse;  and  it  is  supposed  that  that 
province  “would  be  the  theatre  of  all  the  horror.s  and  cruellies, 
to  which  a civil  war,  foiiienled  by  the  fanaticism  and  egotism 
of  the  monks,  can  give  rise  to.”  It  was  rumored  that  Don  Car- 
los had  escaped  from  England  and  arrived  in  Spain,. ind  that  he 
had  granierl  letters  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  600,000  francs  for 
the  use  of  the  Carlist  general,  Zumalacarregiii,  and  that  he  was 
negotiating  a loan  in  I’aris  to  the  aniounl  of  125  millions  of 
francs.  The  report  of  his  arrival  in  Spain  is  discredited. 
Storms  and  cholera  were  doing  sad  work  in  Spain. 

PORTDOAL. 

Don  Pedro’s  health  had  been  bad,  but  was  improving.  The 
meeting  of  the  cortes  was  looked  for  with  anxiety. 

The  disbanded  volunteers  were  quietly  returning  to  their 
homes.  The  sales  of  convents  and  other  confiscated  property 
of  the  priests,  gave  general  sati.sfaclioii.  Don  Pedro  had  ap- 
proved the  quadripartite  treaty.  The  cholera  had  reappeared 
in  Lisbon. 

BELGIUM. 

The  citadel  of  Antwerp  is  to  be  immediately  repaired.  The 
king  and  queen  of  Belgium  had  arrived  in  Paris,  and  left  that 
city  on  the  llih  July  for  Rouen,  where  they  were  to  be  met  by 
the  royal  family. 

THE  CHOLERA,  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Board  of  health,  jdugust  12,  18.34. 

The  following  communication  from  the  resident  pliysician 
was  read  and  directed  to  be  published. 

No.  19,  While  street,  Jiugust  10. 

Dear  sir;  I deem  it  within  the  scope  of  rny  duty  to  present 
to  you  the  following  commiinication,  of  cholera  which  have 
been  reported  since  its  appearance  in  this  city. 

I have  visited,  with  perhaps  three  or  four  exceptions,  every 
case  which  has  been  reported,  and  upon  a diligent  examination 
into  their  several  histories  for  some  days  previously  to,  and  im- 
mediately upon,  the  attack,  I am  enablml  to  state,  that  all  but 
one  were  justly  chargeable  to  one  or  other  of  the  three  liillowung 
exciting  causes,  viz:  a culpable  neglect  of  the  means  ordinarily 
used  (or  the  treatment  of  diarrhesa  in  proper  season — a disre- 
gard of  the  cautions  on  the  subject  of  food  and  drinks,  hereto- 
fore inculcated  for  the  prevention  of  the  attack — and  a reckless 
indifference  on  the  subject  of  cleanliness  and  ventilation,  and 
the  dangers  arising  from  excess  and  exposure,  which  are  known 
to  give  occasion  to  diseases  of  the  bowels  at  this  season  of  the 
year  more  than  at  any  other.  More  than  one  half  of  the  cases 
may  be  fairly  set  down  to  the  excessive  indulgence  in  ardent 
spirits:  and  of  the  rest,  a part  to  the  indiscriminate  use  of  arti- 
cles of  ordinary  food,  which,  however  innocent  at  other  sea- 
sons, are  known  to  be  deleterious  in  the  excessive  heats  of 
summer;  and  a part  to  the  irii.-taken  prejudices  of  the  patients 
on  the  nature  of  the  disease  of  which  they  were  the  subjects. 
All  the  above  causes  operated  in  a degree,  but  the  first  was  the 
most  general,  since  all  the  patients,  excc|)ting  only  two,  with 
whom  I conversed,  invariably  admitted  the  existence  of  diar- 
ilicea  from  two  days  to  one  week’s  continuance,  previously  to 
the  development  of  those  symptoms  which  designate  cholera; 
and  in  those  instances  the  att.icks  were  preceded  by  an  unwar- 
rantable indulgence  in  iinri(ie  (riiits  and  vegetables,  and  an  in- 
jndiciou.s  use  of  the  river  bath,  sufficient  at  any  time  to  produce 
cholera  inorbus. 

The  histories  of  the  above  case.s  fully  accord  with  the  expe- 
rience of  physicians  in  the  summer  of  1832,  and  leave  no  room 
to  doubt  that  the  disease  called  cholera  would  he  divt^sled  of 
most  of  its  real  danger,  and  proportionately  of  its  terrors,  if  due 
attention  was  early  directed  to  the  derangement  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels.  A large  part  of  the  danger  arises  from  the  insidious 
manner  ot  the  attack,  which  in  many  cases  passes  for  slight  in- 
disposition, and  attracts  very  little  attention.  I'hose  symptoms 
have  been  usually  termed  premonitory,  \n\i  they  constitute  in 
truth  the  disease  itself;  and  cholera,  irs  generally  understood, 
marked  by  rapid  emaciation,  rice  water  discharges,  cramps, 
cold  sweats,  cold  tongue,  cold  and  pulseless  extremities,  corru- 
gated hands  .and  ferd,  are  but  the  concomitant  symptoms  of  the 
last  stage,  and  point  w'ith  almost  unerring  certainty  to  the  grave. 

I have  said  that  in  almost  every  instance,  cholera  is  attended 
by  diarrhoea;  of  a peculiar  character  no  doubt,  because  arising 
from  a peculiar  cause;  nevertheless  e.asily  manageable  by  any 
intelligent  physician;  but  there  are  exceptions,  where  no  pre- 
monitions are  apparent,  and  in  which  the  most  serious  and 
dangcroiM  symptoms  are  the  first  evidences  of  di.iease;  these 
exceptions,  how'cver,  are  exjdicahle  without,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, detracting  from  the  general  truth:  they  obtain  in  other 
diseases  common  in  this  country — for  example,  scarlet  fever, 
measles  and  intermittent  fever.  The  general  character  of  these 
diseases  is  well  understood,  and  they  are  successfully  treated; 
hut  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  first  evidences  of  disease 
are  of  the  worst  kind,  and  baffle  tlw  united  skill  of  the  most  in- 
telligent medical  counsel. 

If  the  fact.s  above  stated  are  received,  the  deductions  from 
them  are  obvious.  Our  fiisi  rare  is  to  caution  the  public  against 
all  imprinh  nce  in  tlie  use  of  food  and  drinks.  The  food  ought 
to  he  chiefly  animal,  ns  not  only  most  nutritious,  bin  most  easi- 
ly digested;  all  unripe  fruits  and  vegetables,  whether  prepared 
by  cooking  or  otherwise,  are  to  be  avoided;  and  those  which 
are  matured  should  be  taken  in  moderate  qiiantilip,  in  order 
to  escape  one  of  the  most  common  causes  of  indigestion.  Meats 
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should  be  well  prepared  in  the  process  of  cooking,  and  when  so 
prepared,  should  never  be  taken  in  large  amount  when  they  be- 
come cold,  as  they  are  known  to  be  more  difficult  of  digestion 
than  when  warm.  Fish  may  be  indulged  in  moderate  quantity, 
but  never  in  excess.  Stale  fish,  which  is  a very  common  arti- 
cle of  diet  of  the  poor,  and  especially  of  our  colored  population, 
ought  to  be  destroyed  by  the  clerks  of  the  markets,  that  it  might 
in  no  case  be  exposed  for  sale. 

All  unusual  exertion  which  will  induce  profuse  perspiration, 
ought  to  be  avoided,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  ex- 
po.sure  which  will  check  it.  The  cold  or  river  bath  ought  to  be 
used  with  caution,  and  in  no  case  when  persons  are  unusually 
warm.  Excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits  ought  to  be  guarded 
against  with  scrupulous  anxiety,  since  a single  debauch  may 
result  in  an  attack  of  cholera,  and  to  persons  accustomed  to  or 
who  frequently  indulge  in  this  species  of  abuse,  the  attacks 
must  by  necessity  prove  fatal. 

Jf  notwithstanding  the  observance  of  the  above  cautions, 
diarrhoea  should  occur,  immediate  recourse  must  be  had  to  me- 
dical assistance:  this  last  recommendation  cannot  be  too  se- 
riously impressed  upon  all  classes  of  the  public.  The  cholera, 
as  it  appears  among  us,  is  not  epidemic;  with  few  exceptions  it 
has  cfioseu  its  victims  from  among  llie  imprudent,  the  destitute 
and  the  intemperate,  and  we  have  strong  grounds  to  trust  that 
it  will  not  become  so;  but  much  depends  tipon  the  people  them- 
selves, and  they  should  be  made  to  realize  the  solemn  truth 
“that  the  exciting  causes  of  the  disease  are  those  which  to  a 
great  extant  they  may  individually  control.”  I am  yours,  very 
j-espectfully,  JAMES  R.  MA^hEY,  resident  physician. 

Hon.  Cornelius  W.  Laivrence,  president  of  the  board  of  health. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  NEW  GOLD  COINAGE. 

Having  applied  to  the  treasury  department  for  facts  on  this 
head,  we  have  been  favored  with  an  extract  from  a recent  corn- 
municalion  by  the  director  of  the  mint,  w'hich  will  doubtless  be 
highly  acceptable  to  most  of  our  readers.  [Globe. 

Mint  of  the  U.  Stales,  Philadelphia,  Jlus.  16,  1834. 
Sir:  I forward  herewith  my  weekly  return  of  the  state  of  my 
account  in  regard  to  the  prompt  payment  of  mint  certificates 
for  deposites  of  gold.  This  procedure  has  been  found  conve- 
nient to  depositors,  as  well  as  advantageous  to  the  United 
States.  No  depositor  has  desired  prompt  payment  thus  far, 
and  been  disappointed. 

Enclosed  is  also  a succinct  statement  of  the  amount  of  gold 
deposites  for  the  period  commencing  1st  June,  and  ending  the 
9th  inst.  with  the  deliveries  of  gold  coins  to  that  date  from  the 
1st  August.  The  whole  amount  of  deposites  accumulated  for 
coinage  under  the  new  ratio,  is  given  in  this  statement. 

The  amount  of  coinage  up  to  the  6th,  far  exceeded  the  de- 
liveries ofcoins  contained  in  this  statement — a mass  having  been 
accumulated  on  hand  to  discharge  heavy  deposites  from  New 
York,  to  he  made  in  the  current  week,  as  will  appear  in  the 
next  statement — nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
in  gold  having  been  forwarded  this  week  to  that  place 

I have  only  now  to  add,  that  by  arrangements  involving  no 
disregard  of  the  rights  of  depositors,  all  applicants  for  gold  coins 
to  be  thrown  into  circulation,  have  been  supplied — in  most  in- 
stances at  once,  or  at  farthest  with  very  little  delay.  I am  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  SAM’L  MOORE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

.Statement  of  the  amount  of  gold  subject  to  coinage  under  the 
new  ratio,  deposited  within  the  period  commencing  1st  June 
and  ending  1st  August,  1834,  with  the  whole  amount  coined 
to  the  latter  date  from  August  1st,  and  the  amount  of  coin  de 
livered. 

iGold  bullion  deposited  in  June — coinage  deferred  under  an  an 


county,  between  this  time  and  Thursday  week,  and  select  two 
persons  who  can  go  to  Jackson  as  delegates. 

If  you  will  advise  us  of  the  persons  selected  we  will  hold  a 
meeting  here  and  nominate  them  also.  It  is  also  wished  that 
these  delegates  (that  is,  as  many  as  are  sent  from  the  new 
counties)  confer  with  the  governor,  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
ordering  an  election  for  members  in  the  next  session  of  the  leg- 
lalure  from  all  the  new  counties.  I have  no  doubt,  myself, 
but  he  will  do  it,  if  urged  by  the  people  of  the  new  counties  as 
he  has  always  been  a friend  to  them.  I herewith  enclose 
rough  draughts  of  resolutions  which  have  usually  been  adopted 
in  the  lower  counties,  save  that  one  in  regard  to  Plummer:  he 
had  not  then  made  his  speech  in  support  of  gen.  Jackson. 

I hope  you  will  write  to  me  by  the  bearer.  Your  friend,  &c. 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  GWIN. 

To  Wm.  Fanning,  esq. 


ticipation  of  the  action  of  congress 

Gold  deposited  in  July,  and  deferred,  viz; 

Uncoined  bullion  133,300 

Coins  of  the  United  Slates  926,300 

Foreign  coins  47,400 

Gold  deposited  from  the  1st  to  the  9th  August: 

Uncoined  bullion  25,000 

Coins  of  the  U.  States  of  former  standard  48,000 

Foreign  coins  3,000 


t6l,.500 


407,000 


76,000 


Whole  amount  coined  from  1st  lo  9lh  August 


544,500 

310,000 


Remaining  uncoined  August  9th  ^234,500 



MANUFACTORY  OF  PUBLIC  OPINIONS. 

From  the  Natchez  Courier  and  Journal. 

A view  of  the  interior  of  a manufactory  of  “public  opinions, 
under  the  “protection”  of  “the  government.” 

Chochuma,  May  26,  1834. 

•Sir:  I have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  a few  copies  of 
^en.  Jackson’s  protest,  which  it  is  hoped  you  will  distribute,  so 
that  the  people  as  far  as  is  convenient  will  be  informed  of  its 
contents.  The  friends  of  gen,  Jackson,  throughout  the  state 
have  elected  delegates  to  hold  a state  convention  at  Jackson 
on  the  second  Monday  in  June,  (this  day  three  weeks).  Gov! 
Runnels  and  all  our  friends  below,  are  very  anxious  that  dele 
gates  from  the  new  counties  should  also  attend  this  conven 
tion.  It  is  hoped  you  will  hold  a meeting  in  your  end  of  the 


A COPY  OK  THE  RESOLUTIONS. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Talahatcha  county,  at  the 
house  of on day  of , 1834,  who  are  in  fa- 

vor of  president  Jackson,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  That  we  entertain  the  highest  veneration  for  the 
character  and  services  of  general  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  recent  vole  of  censure  and  condemna- 
tion, by  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  of  gen.  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  is  an  act  of  unprecedented  violence,  and  an  insult  lo  the 
American  people,  in  the  person  of  their  president. 

Resolved,  That  we  fully  approve  of  the  course  of  president 
Andrew  Jackson,  in  relation  lo  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
we  are  opposed  to  the  restoration  of  the  government  deposites 
lo  said  bank. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  course  of  the  hon.  F.  E. 
Plummer,  he  being  the  only  member  from  the  slate  that  truly 
represents  the  interests  of  the  people. 

Resolved,  That and , be  appointed  dele- 

gates, lo  the  Jackson  convention  that  meets  at  Jackson  on  the 
econ'd  Monday  in  June,  to  represent  the  county  ofTalahatcha 
in  said  convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by 
the  president  and  secretary  and  published  in  all  the  papers  of 
this  slate  friendly  to  the  administration. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  above  appointed  while  at  Jack- 
son  confer  with  such  others,  as  may  be  elected  from  the  new 
counties  and  request  his  excellency,  governor  Runnels  to  order 
an  election,  to  elect  members  to  represent  said  counties,  in 
the  next  legislature.* 

We  are  all  familiar,  adds  the  Courier,  with  the  circiimstan 
ces  under  which  col.  Gwin  became  a citizen  of  this  slate.  We 
have  all  he:ird  of  his  appointment  to  the  office  ol  register  of 
public  land.s,  at  Mount  Salus,  when  a clerk  in  one  of  the  de- 
partments at  Washington  city;  of  his  rejection  by  the  senate;  of 
ins  re-appointment,  during  the  recess  of  congress,  and  of  his 
rejection  a second  lime.  We  have  seen  the  perseverance  of 
the  president  to  keep  his  friend  in  office, — of  his  nomination  to 
the  office  at  Chochuma,  of  the  same  col.  Gwin.  Having  obtain- 
ed the  privileges  of  citizenship,  the  senate  confirmed  his  ap- 
pointment. 

As  register  of  public  lands,  at  Chochuma,  how  do  we  find 
him  employed?  In  aiding  the  president,  (who  gave  him  his  of- 
fice and  means  of  support),  in  bringing  “the  patronage  of  the 
government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom  of  elections,”  by 
calling  meetings  and  manufacturing  public  opinion,  for  the 
adoption  of  my  brethren  in  office,  “&c.  &c. 

(}lJ=There  is  no  doubt  that  this  matter  will  be  enquired  into, 
and  that  the  president,  true  to  his  own  original  principles  ofre- 
form,  will  “reform”  col.  Gwin— if  the  preceding  statement  is 
truel 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

From  the  Journal  of  Commerce. 

The  following  comparative  statement  from  the  returns  of  the 
United  States  bank  on  the  1st  of  July  and  Isl  of  August,  shows 
in  what  way  the  curtailment  occurred  in  July,  and  vindicates 
the  bank  and  the  committee  of  merchants  from  the  unworthy 
imputation  which  the  Globe  and  other  Jackson  papers  have 
sought  to  throw  upon  them. 

The  curtailment  results  from  the  reduction  in  southern  drafts, 
which  have  been  paid  off,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  discount  lines  have  been  extended  in  all  the  ptincipal 
cities;  and  the  statement  of  the  money  market  is  abundant  proof 
that  the  wants  of  trade  are  fully  supplied. 


General  statement. 
Loans  on  personal  security 
“ bank  stock 
“ other  securities 


Domestic  bills  of  exchange 


1st  July. 
29,932,977  22 
1,031,325  53 
3,459,618  97 


34,423,921  72 
16,601,051  00 


ls<  Jlugust. 
30,182,503  09 
1,150,478  23 
3,411,135  67 

34,694,116  99 
13,932,049  90 


51,024,972  72  48,626,166 


*As  the  inquiry  will  probably  be  made,  how  these  documents 
came  into  our  possession,  we  will  slate  that  a gentleman  sent 
them  to  us,  with  the  assurance  that  they  were  obtained  in  an 
honorable  manner. 
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Daring,  Brothers  & Co.  &c.  3,7.50,942  00 

Specie  12,823,997  93 

Redemption  of  the  public  debt  848, .581  26 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  30.5,226  67 
Public  officers  1,521,625  68 

Individual  deposites  6,275,869  70 

Circulation  16,641,997  90 

Due  from  state  banks,  2,.565,524  28 

Due  to  do.  do,  2,156,796  94 

Loans  at  Boston. 

Loans  on  personal  security  1,216,796  53 
“ bank  stock  43,.528  30 

**  other  securities  34,200  00 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange  1,587,621  16 

Due  from  other  banks  46,398  41 

Due  to  do.  do.  81,937  27 

Loans  in  New  York, 


4,261,201  04 
13:626,049  63 
'728,292  48 
438,650  27 
1,442,314  30 
6,804,633  95 
16,469,342  90 
1,893,752  68 
2,424,724  94 

1,295,035  66 
40,338  30 
25,100  00 
1,826,044  45 
160,506  17 
371,261  75 


Loans  on  personal  security 
“ bank  stock 

“ other  securities 

4,.527,I93  46 
24,100  00 
157,998  02 

4,775,733  71 
31,400  00 
123,433  54  ^ 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange 

4,706,291  48 
902,917  56 

4.930,567  25 
'957,245  44 

5,609,209  04 

5,887,812  69 

Due  from  state  banks 
Due  to  do.  do. 

818,731  09 
240,646  29 

261,253  47 
583,054  54 

Loans  in  Philadelphia. 

Loans  on  personal  security  3,298,822  16 

“ bank  stock  228,793  00 

“ other  securities  2,165,003  40 

3,.389,014  09 
2.56,563  00 
2,246,584  39 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange 

5,692,618  56 
1,072,040  91 

5,892,161  48 
1,200,111  65 

6,764,619  47 

7,092,273  13 

Due  from  state  banks  , 
Due  to  do.  do. 

722,799  71 
323,825  94 

644,916  65 
461,866  01 

Loans  at 

Loans  on  personal  security 
“ bank  stock 

“ other  securities 

Baltimore. 
1,827,527  29 
116,920  00 
50,200  00 

1,798,413  .37 
113,650  00 
50,200  00 

Domestic  bills  of  exchange 

1,994,647  29 
184,281  51 

1,962,263  37 
237,516  35 

2,178,928  80 

2,199,779  72 

Due  from  state  banks 
Due  to  do.  do. 

38,967  59 
99,117  99 

40,119  64 
84,181  19 

deem  your  whole  career  in  life  an  encoura^ng  example^  by  the 
imitation  of  which,  without  the  aid  of  official  station  or  political 
power,  every  private  citixen  may  become  a public  benefactor.  Of 
this  happy  iuiion  of  the  social  •(ualiiies  .ind  the  patriotic  spirit 
of  a good  ciii/.cn,  they  wish  to  oiler  you  this  permanent  memo- 
rial, which  they  pray  you  to  receive,  wiih  their  best  wishes  for 
the  continuance  of  vour  health  and  usefulness. 

JOHN  SAVACE,  1 

N.  BIDDLE,  I ^ 

PETER  S.  DUPONCEAU,  | 3 

JOSEPH  DUGAN,  J-  | 

ALEXANDER  HENRY,  | S 

SAMUEL  RICHARDS,  1 c3 

JOHN  VAUGHAN,  J 

John  Meanv,  secretary. 

To  Mathew  Carey,  esq.  Philadelphia, 

REPLY. 

Gentlemen:  I want  words  to  express  the  deep  sense  I enter- 
tain of  the  kind  and  friendly  feeling  to  which  I am  indebted  fur 
the  very  gratifying  mark  of  your  esteem,  which  I have  had  the 
honor  to  receive  tliis  day — and,  in  a most  especial  manner,  for 
the  courteous  and  flattering  terms  of  the  letter  by  which  it  is 
accompanied. 

Such  a testimonial,  from  any  number  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
however  remotely  situated,  1 should  highly  and  deservedly 
prize — but  emanating,  as  it  does,  almost  altogether  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  a city  where  I have  resided  within  a few 
months  of  half  a century,  and  where  I have  been  on  terms  of 
friendly  intercourse  for  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  with  many 
of  the  contributors,  by  must  of  whom  I must  be  intimately 
known— it  acquires  a greatly  enhanced  value;  and  hence  I 
shall  always  regard  the  presentation  as  one  of  the  most  pre- 
cious incidents  of  my  life.  I remain  yours,  very  respectfully, 

MATHEW  CAREY. 

Messrs.  John  Savage,  Nicholas  Biddle,  Peter  S.  Duponceau, 

Joseph  Dugan,  Alexander  Henry,  Samuel  Richards,  John 

Vaughan  and  John  Meany,  esqrs. 

Philadelphia,  July  4,  1834. 

The  following  is  the  inscription — 

TO 

MATHEW  CAREY, 

FROM  HIS  SINCERE  FRIENDS, 

AS  A TESTIMONIAL  OF  THEIR  GRATITUDE 
FOR  HIS  PUBLIC  SERVICES, 

AND  THEIR 

Esteem  for  his  Private  Virtues. 

July  4,  1834. 

The  names  of  the  donors,  thirty-two  in  number,  are  engrav- 
ed on  the  plate,  which  may  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Wilson’s,  north 
Fifth  street. 


In  another  part  of  this  sheet,  we  have  offered  a few  remarks 
on  the  increased  amount  of  me  funds  of  the  bank  in  Europe, 
and  the  rightfulness  of  them  is  shewn  in  the  preceding  table, 
which  wc  did  not  notice  until  after  those  remarks  were  in  type. 

The  grand  aggregate  of  the  loans,  for  the  reason  assigned — to 
wit;  the  payment  of  southern  drafts,  (as  is  shewn  in  the  line  of 
domestic  bills),  was  lessened  considerably,  and  yet  it  appears 
that  the  bank  is  indebted  to  the  state  banks  more  than  half  a mil- 
lion, in  the  aggregate — but  the  bank’s  specie  and  specie  funds 
were  largely  increased  during  the  month  of  July.  The  “wants 
of  trade”  are  much  restricted,  else  the  funds  in  Europe  would 
«oon  be  sold,  and  their  proceeds  added  to  the  funds  at  home. 
There  is  a general  increase  of  “loans  on  personal  security,”  and 
yet  Ihe  circulation  of  the  bank  is  somewhat  diminished.  The 
^‘inoney  market”  is  very  easy,  that  is,  the  strongest  state  banks 
have  obtained  confidence  from  the  great  strength  and  liberal 
proceedings  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  money 
was  hardly  ever,  within  our  experience,  so  scarce  as  it  is  now 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  between  man  and  man.  We  know 
that  many  of  the  most  substantial  of  our  dealers  and  mechanics 
are  hard  pressed  to  meet  tlie  demands  upon  them,  though  gene- 
rally doing  a more  cautious  business  than  heretofore;  but  it  is 
this  caution  that,  by  reducing  the  circulation  of  money,  makes  it 
^‘scarce.”  Approved  notes  are  freely  discounted  by  the  banks — 
but  persons  capable  of  making  such  notes  do  not  make  them 
freely.  Ed.  Reg. 

— ® ©44«— 

MATHEW  CAREY. 

Wc  feel  much  pleasure  in  recording  the  following  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  private  virtues  and  public  services  ol  our  long 
valued  and  venerable  friend. 

A number  of  citizens  having  subscribed  for  a service  of  plate, 
for  Mr.  M.  Carey,  it  was  lately  presented  to  him,  accompa- 
nied by  the  following  letter: 

Philadelphia,  July  4,  1834. 

Dear  sir:  On  behalf  of  a number  of  your  personal  and  sin- 
cere friends,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  to  you  the 
accompanying  service  of  plate,  of  which  they  request  your  ac- 
ceptance, as  a testimonial  of  their  respect  for  your  public  con 
^uct,  and  their  esteem  for  your  private  virtues.  They  have 
long  witnessed  the  unwearied  efiorts,  with  which  every  scheme 
of  private  benevolenc.*,  and  every  plan  of  public  improvement, 
4uive  found  in  you  a zealous  and  disinteiested  advocate;  and 


ANTI-MASONS,  &c. 

From  the  Worcester  Palladium, 

Worcester,  July  31, 1834. 

To  his  excellency  John  Davis: 

Sir:  You  are  undoubtedly  aware,  that  since  the  organization 
of  the  anti-masonic  party  in  this  commonwealth,  a committee 
for  this  county  has  constantly  existed,  with  instructions  to  hold 
such  correspondence,  and  from  time  to  time  to  make  such  com- 
munications to  the  members  of  the  party  and  to  the  public  aa 
in  their  judgment  the  common  good  might  require.  Upon  a 
recent  and  very  full  consultation  with  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, 1 have  been  requested  as  their  organ,  to  submit  to  you 
in  their  behalf,  the  present  communication. 

We  trust  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for  the  liberty  we  take 
in  addressing  you  upon  a subject  which  we  deem  to  be  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  public  welfare.  The  measures  and 
the  policy  of  the  present  national  administration  have  been, 
and  now  are,  of  such  character  as  to  awaken  in  every  patriotic 
mind  a strong  feeling  of  solicitude  for  the  preservation  of  our 
constitution  and  laws,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions. This  feeling  prompts  us  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
political  exigency,  to  look  to  the  ballot  box  as  the  true  correc- 
tive of  whatever  evil  afflicts  the  country,  through  the  influence 
of  impolitic  measures  of  unskilful,  incompetent  or  corrupt  ru- 
lers. 

In  this  commonwealth,  as  you  perfectly  well  know,  the  op- 
ponents of  the  national  administration  are  divided  among  them- 
selves on  a subject  which  has  no  direct  reference  to  the  mea- 
sures of  the  governmcHt:  but  yet  that  subject  has  become  so 
mingled  with  our  state  politics  as  materially  to  affect  the  just 
influence  which  the  people  of  Massachusetts  might  otherwise 
have  in  our  national  councils. 

It  is  obvious  to  every  one  that  Ihe  masonic  institution  is  the 
cause  of  this  division.  Must  that  division  necessarily  continue? 
In  the  present  aspect  of  our  affairs  having  reference  alike  to 
public  opinion,  and  the  existing  laws  of  the  commonwealth 
upon  this  subject,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  anticipate  that  the  sen- 
timents of  the  whig  defenders  of  the  constitution  will  he  found 
to  he  so  far  in  accordance  with  those  whose  motto  is  “the  su- 
premacy of  the  laws,”  as  to  enable  them,  at  least  on  great  and 
leading  questions  of  policy,  to  act  in  harmonious  union  with 
each  other? 

Knowing  your  attachment  to  the  principles  and  form  of  our 
government,  and  the  devotion  you  have  often  manifested  to  the 
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riclils  and  intere.sts  of  tlie  prople,  may  we  not  hope  that  you 
will  coininunieate  to  iiji,  witli  your  usual  fiaiikness.  your  views 
ot  the  duty  of  the  citizens  of  this  couimonwealtli  at  tliis  import- 
ant crisis? 

Many,  and  we  have  no  doubt  a great  majority  of  the  anti-ma- 
sonic parly,  with  which  we  are  associated,  and  whose  agents 
withiti  a limited  spliere  we  have  been  :ind  still  are,  will  siicri- 
fice  every  thinj;  l)Ut  their  princi[iles  to  bring  back  the  govern- 
ment to  its  original  character,  and  sustain  it  on  the  basis  of  the 
constitution.  Under  the  infiui-nce  of  this  patriotic  sentiment, 
they  will  duly  recognize  a similarity  of  o[>inion  on  the  part  of 
those  from  whom  they  hiive  herelolore  been  separatid  by  a 
contrariety  of  opinion  in  regard  to  an  institution,  which  they 
believe  the  public  good  demands  should  no  longer  be  atnong  us 
to  disturb  our  political  harmony.  With  a firm  conviction  of 
the  integrity  of  their  motives,  and  the  honesty  of  their  inlen 
lions,  we  are  fully  persuaded,  that  no  minor  considerations  will 
prevent  their  acting  on  the  bioad  and  common  ground  of  oppo- 
sition to  the  national  administration  wherever  they  can  do  so 
without  compromising  the  principles  wltich  they  believe  to  be 
founded  in  their  common  right  and  duty. 

We  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  your  reply  to  this  communi- 
cation at  as  early  a day  as  may  suit  your  convenience;  and 
shall  feel  att  additional  obligation  for  your  permissioti  to  give 
publicity  to  your  sentiments.  I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  PLINY  MERRICK. 

For  and  in  behalf  of  the  anti-masonic  committee  for  the  coun- 
ty of  Worcester. 

Worcester,  ^ug.  1,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  favor  addressed  to  me  in  behalf  of  the  anti maso- 
nic committee  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  was  received  this 
day — as  the  contents  relate  to  the  political  affairs  of  the  coun- 
try, and  as  I stand  before  the  public  in  the  attitude  of  a candi- 
date for  the  suffrages  of  the  people,  I might  excuse  myself  from 
a contpliance  with  your  request.  Perhaps  prudence  would  sug- 
gest this  course,  and  1 should  unhesitatingly  yield  obedience  to 
that  suggestion,  if  the  communication  came  from  those  who 
have  honored  me  with  their  support.  But  it  originates  from  a 
different  source.  It  is  courteous  in  its  language,  and  appears, 
as  far  as  I can  judge,  to  emanate,  not  from  a spirit  of  political 
intrigue,  but  from  an  honest  desire  to  advance  the  public  good. 
As,  therefore,  those  who  have  addressed  me  have  decided,  for 
themselves,  that  such  a measure  is  both  proper  and  expedient, 

I can  perceive  no  violation  of  any  duty,  or  obligation  I owe  to 
my  fellow  ciiizens,  in  making  a brief  reply,  though  I am  aware 
that  whatever  may  be  said  will  probably  be  perverted  and  mis- 
represented by  those  who  may  think  their  interests  promoted 
by  such  a course. 

You  dwell  with  much  earnestness  upon  the  crisis  in  our  na- 
tional affairs,  and  surely  it  demanris  the  dispassionate  consider- 
ation of  every  patriot.  A firm  union  and  an  active  co-opera- 
tion of  all  citizens  attached  to  the  constitiUion,  and  anxious  to 
preserve  the  sub>-lance,  as  well  as  the  forms  of  free  govern- 
ment, is  a duty  which  each  and  every  one  owes  to  our  common 
country. 

Federal  power  must  be  restrained  to  its  constitutional  limits, 
and  those  who  exercise  it  must  be  held  to  strict  accountability; 
an  accountability  which  will  suffer  no  abuse  or  usurpation  of 
power  to  escape  popular  condemnation,  or  the  lust  of  ambition 
will  overshadow  the  land  with  tyranny.  Our  reliance  to  sup- 
press this  kind  of  temerity,  whenever  it  exists,  is  upon  the 
voice  of  the  people,  the  sentence  of  the  ballot  box,  and  the 
more  united  the  people  are,  the  more  efficacious  will  be  that 
sentence. 

1 concur,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  that  this  commonwealth 
will  not  have  its  just  influence  in  the  councils  of  the  United 
Stales,  unless  those  who  harmonise  in  their  views  of  public  po- 
licy can  act  in  concert. 

No  one  laments  more  than  I do  the  estrangement  which  we 
witness.  No  one  has  felt  more  sincerely  desirous  of  restoring 
mutual  confidence;  and  no  one  has  been,  or  is,  more  willing  to 
obey  the  public  vxill  in  w’hatevcr  may  be  necessary  to  accom- 
plish so  desirable  an  end. 

You  observe  that  “it  is  obvious  to  every  one  that  the  maso- 
nic institution  is  the  cause  of  this  division,”  and  you  have  been 
pleased  to  ask  my  “views  of  the  duties  of  the  citizens  of  this 
commonwealth  at  this  important  crisis.” 

That  the  public  mind  is  greatly  agitated,  and  that  the  masonic 
institution  is  a disturbing  cause  admits  of  no  doubt.  It  is 
equally  clear  to  my  own  mind  that  it  is  a high  and  imperative 
duty  which  all  good  citizens  owe  to  the  stale,  to  endeavor  by 
all  reasonable  means  and  sacrifices  to  restore  public  harmony. 

I fear,  however,  in  making  this  appeal  you  over  estimate  the 
importance  of  my  humble  opinions;  indeed  in  an  excited  state 
of  sentiment,  one  can  scarcely  maintain  reasonable  opinions 
without  hazarding  reproach  from  the  zealous  and  heated. 

Whether  thiscontroversy  is  to  continue,  and  the  influence  of 
the  state  to  be  impaired  by  it,  must  depend  on  the  exercise  of 
mutual  forbearance  and  patriotism.  In  party  conflicts  vve  must 
not  lose  sight  o our  country  and  its  institutions;  but  must  re- 
member we  have  a consiitutiori,  on  the  preservation  nf  which, 
depends  our  political  liafipincss  and  the  best  ho()cs  of  mankind. 

Conciliation  did  much  doting  the  last  winter  towards  sur- 
mounting the  barriers  of  separation,  and  I entertained  horn-s 
that  it  had  excited  an  impulse  which  would  have  accomplished 
much  more  before  tliis  time. 

The  statue  against  oaths  not  authorised  by  law,  was  sustain- 
ed with  a unanimity  of  sentiment,  and  a patriotic  zeal  for  the 


public  peace,  which  gave  apparent  promise  of  a voluntary  aban- 
donment of  tiie  masonic  lodges.  The  bitterness  of  feeling 
which  had  characterised  the  controversy  made  some  assuaging 
measure  necessary  to  heal  dissension,  and  none  seemed  to  iiie 
so  efficatious  as  this  in  restoring  peace  to  the  public  mind,  and 
consequently  harmony  to  our  councils.  It  ought  to  he  done  for 
the  good  of  the  country;  and  1 doubt  not  the  spirit  of  [latrioiism 
which  has  distinguished  many  of  this  class  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens, will  outweigh  all  attachment  to  the  institution,  and  lead 
to  a speedy  reliiiquishment  of  it.  This  step  will  entitle  those 
who  bring  it  about  to  the  gratitude  of  the  public.  It  will  be  but 
carrying  out  the  manly  feeling  which  sustained  the  law  of  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  anticipating  immediately  the 
result  to  which  that  taw'  must  lead. 

In  expressing  these  sentiments,  I feel  assured  that  I concur 
in  opinion  with  a great  majority  of  the  [ieo|)le  of  this  common- 
wealth; and,  I may  add,  do  hut  make  known  in  this  form  opi- 
nions which  I have  long  freely  avowed.  It  seems  to  me  no 
other  course  could  so  speedily  and  <‘ffcctually  iranqtiillise  pub- 
lic sentiment.  If,  however,  discontent  should  remain,  it  will 
be  among  those  only  who  have  concealed  reasons  for  maintain- 
ing a controversy,  and  are  opposed  to  reconciliation. 

On  the  whole,  without  entering  more  into  the  subject,  allow 
me  to  observe,  that  much  in  the  spirit  of  peace  has  been  done; 
and  I doubt  not  among  the  calm,  considerate  and  patriotic, 
whose  influences  must  prevail,  there  is  a disposition  to  do 
more;  and  if  this  temper  is  appreciated,  if  it  shall  meet  with  a 
like  disposition  for  peace,  all  causes  of  discontent  will  soon  dis- 
appear. It  is  however  as  impossible  instantaneously  to  com- 
pose intellectual  strife  as  it  is  to  smooth  the  surface  of  the  agi- 
tated ocean.  But  if  there  is,  as  I have  no  doubt  there  is,  a de- 
sire abroad  to  harmonise  rather  than  irritate,  and  if  there  is 
manly  independence  enough  to  follow  what  the  judgment  dic- 
tates to  be  right,  instead  of  serving  reluctantly  in  the  ranks  of 
party  warfare,  there  can  he  little  doubt  that  your  hopes  of  tran- 
quillity will  soon  be  reali.sed. 

I have  now,  sir,  frankly  communicated  to  you  such  views  as 
seem  to  me  important,  and  will  close  by  observing  that  forbear- 
ance and  mutual  respect  will  not  only  restore  mutual  confi- 
dence, but  will  remove  the  causes  of  controversy.  With  great 
respect,  your  ob’t  servant,  J.  DAVIS. 

To  Pliny  Merrick,  esq.  chairman  of  the  anti-masonic  commit- 
tee for  the  county  of  Worcester, 

— .~>ve  ® — 

THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  SENATE. 

The  New  York  Courier  & Enquirer  publishes  an  extract  from 
a speech  delivered  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  by  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  the  presetit  vice  president  of  the  United  Stales, 
which  has  a powerful  bearing  upon  the  hostilities  waged  by  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates  during  the  late  session  of  con- 
gress, and  kept  up  since  the  adjournment  with  great  spirit  by 
the  organized  press — on  which  the  following  extracts  bear  u’ith 
great  severity. 

We  recommend  them  to  the  cotisideralion  of  the  managers  of 
these  presses,  and  to  all  other  persons  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  of  the  “corruptions”  of  the  senate,  and  even  of  express- 
ing wishes  for  the  annihilation  of  that  body.  Some  of  these 
may  well  be  startled  at  Mr.  Van  Buren’s  use  of  the  words 
“whigs  and  lories.” 

Extracts  from  Martin  Van  Buren’sspeech  in  the  senate  of  the  U. 

States,  on  Mr.  FooVs  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  senate,  hy 

which  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  vice  president  the  right  to 

call  to  order  for  words  spoken  in  debate. 

“Who,  said  he,  can  be  blind  to  the  consequences,  fhat,  in 
the  political  agitations  of  the  times,  may  be  fairly  apprehended 
from  the  possession  of  this  power  by  the  vice  president?  Who 
cannot  see  what  a tremendous  engine  it  m.iy  become  in  tin; 
hands  of  an  ambitious  and  still  aspiring  executive?  That  it  may 
give  him,  through  the  agency  of  his  political  friend  and  coadju- 
tor in  this  body,  a complete  and  irresistible  control  over  the  de- 
bates of  its  members,  and  consequently  over  the  extent  and 
characterof  the  information  on  public  affairs  to  be  given  through 
us  to  the  people? 

“The  connexion  of  the  executive  with  the  senate  is  much 
closer  than  with  the  house  of  representatives.  Upon  the  suh- 
ject  of  treaties,  appointments  and  the  whole  range  of  executive 
business,  the  senate  is  almost  the  only  check.  It  is,  therefore, 
of  vital  importance  that  it  should  he  wholly  exempt  from  excentire 
control.  This  body  was  looked  u|)on  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  a sanctuary  for  the  federal  and  equal  rights  of  the 
states,  and  so  framed  as  to  cherish  that  sentiment  on  the  part 
ofits  members.  It  is  here  alone  that  the  federal  principle  had 
been  preserved:  a principle  valuable  to  all,  but  particularly  to 
the  small  states;  for  it  is  in  this  department  alone  that  their 
perfect  equality  is  recognised.  But  where,  sir,  will  lie  its  ef- 
ficiency, if  the  doctrine  contended  for  be  established?  When, 
hereafter,  a senator  shall  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  attempt  in 
language  which  he  may  think  the  occasion  requires,  to  arrest 
encroachment  of  the  executive,  or  to  seek  redress  by  exposing 
abuses  of  trust  on  its  part,  or  that  of  any  ofits  snhonlinates,  he 
may  find  his  lips  closed,  not  indeed,  as  of  old,  by  gag  law,  but 
hv  a power  far  more  ctfeeinal.  Me  may  perhaps  be  told,  that 
although  it  is  his  right  to  canvass  freely  the  public  acts  of  the 
president  and  his  cabinet,  it  must  be  done  in  a manner  more 
decorous;  that  their  motives  are  not  to  be  rudely  scanned  and 
discredited;  that  debates  of  that  character,  having  a tendency 
unjustly  to  alienate  the  confidence  of  the  people,  are  out  of 
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order;  that  if  lie  will  slj;i[»e  his  periods  .nceording  to  the  pre-  [ 
perilled  foriit,  and  ine.isim;  llie  extent  and  hitierness  of  his  de- 
nunciation hy  the  ndininisttalion  standard,  he  may  eo  on — hut 
if  not,  he  inii-'t  desist.  * * * * Jn  his  opinion,  the 

nenate  would  he  wnntin2  in  « hfit  it  owed  to  its  eonsiitiii-nts, 
to  itsr  If,  to  its  true  interests  and  di"niiy,  if  it  could  lor  a mo 
nient  lend  its  sanction  to  a princijtle  so  nntennhle  and  so  dan- 
geious.  The  Semite,  heretofore,  he  said,  hud  vot  been  itisemiblc 
to  vhnt  helonsed  to  its  riahts.  It  was  but  the  session  before  the  tnst 
that  the  executire,  in  n communication  to  us.  advanced  a i>rcten- 
sion  incoinpatible  uith  the  conslihUional  rights  of  the  senate. 
Jind  how  was  it  received?  It  was  not  the  exercise,  but  merely  the 
assertion  of  a power,  on  his  part — an  assertion,  it  is  true,  wholly 
unsuppor table;  and,  he  believed  710  one  would  deny,  most  unwisely 
put  forth.  Jlnd  how,  he  ashed  again,  had  it  been  treated?  Re- 
solutions were  introduced  dfnoc.vcino  the  UNFouftnEii  assump 
TION  AS  AN  EXECUTIVE  ENCROACHMENT  THAT  OUGHT  TO  P,E  RE- 
SISTED. A disposition  to  do  so,  ami  to  preserve  and  maintain 
the  just  ri(>hts  of  the  body,  not  on  our  own  aecount,  hut  in  he- 
halfof  those  who  sent  us  luTe,  was  then  manifested,  that  iti  his 
jud»meiit  reflected  the  hitjliest  honor  on  the  body. 

“In  every  point  of  view,  said  Mr.  V.  B.  in  which  thi.s  sub- 
ject had  presented  itself  to  his  mind,  it  had  produced  hut  one 
sentiment,  and  that  was  unqualified  opposition  to  the  preroffrt- 
tive  claimed  by  the  chair.  Alihou"h  this  claim  of  power  is  now 
for  the  first  time  made,  the  principle  in  which  it  oricinates  is  as 
old  as  the  government  itself.  I look  upon  it,  sir,  as  the  Icgili- 
mate  oflspring  of  a school  of  politics,  which  has,  in  times  past, 
agitated  and  greatly  distuihed  this  country — of  a school,  the 
learling  priiici(ile  of  which  may  bt?  traced  to  that  great  source  of 
the  polilical  contentions  which  have  perv.aded  every  country 
where  the  rights  of  man  were  in  any  degree  respected.  I al- 
lude, sir,  to  that  collision  which  seem.s  to  be  inseparable  from 
the  nature  of  man,  between  the  rights  of  the  few  and  the  many 
— to  those  tiever  ceasing  conflicts  between  the  advocates  of  the 
enlargement  ami  concentration  <if  power,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
its  limitation  and  distribution  on  the  other:  Conflicts  which, 
IN  England,  created  the  distinction  between  whigs  and 
TORIES:  the  latter  striving  by  all  the  means  within  their  reach 
to  increase  the  dominion  and  itifliience  of  the  throne,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  commons  and  people;  and  the  foimer  to  counter- 
act the  exertions  of  their  adver.«aries,  hy  abridging  its  dominion 
and  influence,  for  the  advancetnent  of  the  rights  and  the  con- 
sequent amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  people.” 

PHILADELPHIA  RIOTS— SECOND  NIGHT. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian,  jlugust  15. 

The  riots  recotntnenced  on  Wednesday  night  with  redoubled 
activity  atid  fury.  In  cotisequence  of  the  disturbances  of  the 
preceding  evening,  the  city  police,  under  the  mayor,  were 
marched  just  after  dark  to  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  city, 
and  the  police  of  the  districts  were  also  assembled.  The  riot- 
ers, however,  did  not  show  themselves  in  any  force  until  about 
11  o’clock,  wlien  the  peace  officers,  worn  out  by  the  toils  of  the 
affray  oil  Tuesday, and  not  anticipating  a second  riot,  had  gene- 
rally retired. 

The  onset  was  made  in  Seventh  street  between  Shippen  and 
Filzwater  streets.  Two  three  .»toried  brick  houses  on  the  west 
side,  occupied  by  blacks,  were  first  assailed.  The  windows 
and  doors  were  dashed  to  pieces,  the  furniture  demolished,  and 
the  inhabitants  dragged  from  their  beds  and  dreadfully  beaten. 

In  the  morning  one  of  them  was  carried  to  the  hospital.  The 
mob  then  moved  on  to  Baker  street,  where  three  frame  houses 
were  almost  torn  to  pieces,  and  completely  riddled  with  stones. 
The  little  property  of  the  inhabitants,  bedsteads,  bedding,  &c. 
was  strewed  about  the  streets  in  fragments.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  occupants  were  much  hurt.  In  Baker  below  Se- 
venth street,  several  frame  buildings  shared  the  same  fate;  and 
in  Seventh  below  Baker  street,  two  other  houses  were  as  much 
injured.  The  First  African  Presbyterian  church  in  Seventh 
street,  exhibits  serious  marks  of  the  fray.  The  doors  are  dent- 
ed and  battered,  and  the  window  sashes  knocked  to  pieces. 
The  rioters  found  it  impo.ssible  to  effect  an  entrance,  or  the  in- 
terior of  the  church  would  have  been  demolished. 

In  Shippen  street  below  Seventh,  two  large  three  story  brick 
houses  are  reduced  to  mere  wrecks.  The  doors  and  window 
shutters  are  hanging  in  fragments,  and  the  houses  are  thorough- 
ly gutted.  A frame  house  adjacent  suffered  as  badly.  The  pail- 
ings,  a small  front  garden,  and  the  fragments  of  the  buildings  at 
this  point  exhibit  melancholy  instances  of  the  fury  of  the  rioters. 

A small  court  opposite,  occupied  altogether  by  blacks,  appears 
to  have  been  an  especial  object  of  attack.  Upwards  of  six 
houses  were  here  assailed  and  dealt  with  as  violently  .as  others. 

In  Small  street,  four  or  five  frame  tenements  suffered  severely. 

The  damage  above  described  was  seen  by  us,  in  a hasty  waik 
over  the  ground  yesterday;  hut  we  are  informed  that  it  is  only 
partoftlie  whole  mischief  perpetrated.  The  scene  was  a me- 
lancholy example  of  mob  violence.  The  furniture  of  the  houses 
was  broken  into  the  smallest  fragments;  nothing  escaped;  the 
bedding  w.as  carried  into  the  streets,  ripped  up  with  knives,  and 
the  contents  scattered  far  and  wide.  7’he  bedsteads,  chairs  and 
table  were  hacked  to  chips.  The  inhabitants  who  were  not 
fortunate  enough  to  fly  at  the  first  approadi  of  the  rioters,  were 
treated  with  brutal  cruelly;  and  we  learned  that  an  old  inoffen- 
sive negro  was  lying  dead  from  the  eflecis  of  the  treatment  he 
received,  in  the  wreck  of  his  house.  Others  who  were  carried 
to  the  hospital,  it  is  said  cannot  survive.  Murder  is  then  to  be 
added  to  the  account  of  the  riots  in  Philadelphia. 


Between  one  and  two  o’clock  the  combined  police  made  an 
effectual  rush  upon  the  mob,  headed,  we  believe,  by  the  mayor 
ol  the  city,  and  quietness  was  restored.  Ten  or  fifteen  prison- 
ers were  made,  who  were  carried  direct  to  prison. 

'I'he  followtng  particuliirs  are  frotn  the  afternoon  papers  of 
yesterday: 

The  mob  assembled  as  before,  in  the  Hospital  lot.  From 
thence  tliey  proceeded  in  a hody  to  the  corner  ofritnall  and  Sixth 
street.  At  this  lime  the  crowd  must  liave  consisieil  of  nearly 
oOH  persons,  generalli’  lads  fnim  17  to  20  years  old,  with  a num- 
ber of  tnen.  They  ajipearcil  to  act  in  accordanee  with  a pre- 
coiKM'ried  plan  generally  niidersiood.  'I’he  while  residents  in 
the  district  extended  a light  from  their  windows  and  the  houses 
thus  design.iled  were  respected. 

Not  Ji  house,  the  dwelling  of  colored  people,  was  spared.  The 
poor  blacks,  afli  ighted  at  the  a[iproaching  storm,  had  fled  their 
lioiises,  and  evmi  the  city,  and  took  reiiose  by  thousands  in  the 
fields  and  woods  in  the  neighborhoorl  of  the  city. 

The  moh  entered  one  house  where  a man,  who  h.ad  not  been 
awakened  hy  his  frightened  comp.'inions,  was  found  in  his  bed 
asleep.  'I’he  rioters  in  despite  ol  his  piteous  entreaties  for  mer- 
cy, seized  the  poor  fellow  and  hurled  him  out  of  the  window. 

Soon  alter  the  tnoh  collected  at  the  corner  of  South  and  Se- 
venth streets,  word  was  gtven  to  march  down  Seventh  street, 
the  police  of  the  city  heing  too  strong  to  permit  any  breaches  of 
the  peace  within  their  boundaries. 

On  the  way  down  several  blacks  were  inhumanly  beaten  and 
dreadfully  lacerated.  In  one  house  there  was  a corpse,  which 
was  thrown  out  of  the  coffin;  and  another,  a dead  infant,  was 
taken  out  of  the  bed  and  cast  on  the  floor,  the  mother  being  at 
the  same  time  barbarously  treated.  'I’lie  signal  words  of  the 
mob  were  “Giinnee,”  “Punch”  and  “Big  Gun”  Robbers  were 
busy,  dining  tne  disturbance,  in  pillaging  the  houses  that  were 
attacked. 

'Phe  Philadelphia  Gazette  says: 

“In  the  course  of  an  hour  from  the  commencement  of  the  riot, 
the  police  of  the  cily,  headed  by  the  mayor,  and  the  watchmen 
and  constables  of  the  di.*trict  of  Moynmensing  and  Southwark, 
asseuihled  near  the  spot,  and  made  arrangements  for  attacking 
the  moh.  'I’hey  formed  in  two  divi.ions,  one  led  by  the  mayor 
in  person,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  city  watch,  and  the  other  by 
high  constable  Blaney  and  cafitain  Bell,  and  advanced  from  se- 
veral points,  so  as  to  surround  the  moh,  which  by  this  time 
numbered  from  one  to  two  hundred  persons.  I’liey  made  a vi- 
gorous attack  upon  the  rioters,  and  at  once  put  the  whole  body 
to  flight.  About  twenty  persons  were  captured,  and  conveyed 
to  the  police  office.  Many  of  them,  we  learn,  had  about  them 
articles  of  plunder.  After  an  examination  before  the  mayor, 
they  were  committed  for  further  hearing.” 

From  the  Philadelphia  Intelligencer,  Jlng.  15. 

Seventeen  of  the  rioters  have  been  apprehended  and  commit- 
ted. We  never  saw  .a  worse  looking  set  of  objects,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  of  the  most  brutish  and  lowest  cast  of  society.  Af- 
ter the  rioters  arrested  last  evening  were  committed  to  prison 
by  the  Mayor,  a colored  man  named  William  Robinson,  took  it 
upon  himself  to  harrangue  a mob  in  fr  ont  of  the  stale  house,  on 
last  night’s  doings.  He  was  requested  by  the  police  to  desist 
and  go  away,  but  pointedly  refused,  and  was  at  length  taken 
prisoner,  'i'he  mayor  declared,  that  at  this  period  of  excite- 
ment he  would  suffer  no  mobs  to  collect,  and  any  one  detected 
in  an  attempt  to  collect  a crowd,  would  be  vigorously  dealt 
with.  Robinson  was  bound  over,  in  the  sum  of  ^•300,  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  to  stand  committed  unlil  the.  bail  was  procured. 

P.  S.  During  the  course  of  last  evening  an  immense  concourse 
of  persons  from  all  parts  of  the  city,  assembled  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  former  riots — several  companies  of  the  volunteers 
are  under  arms— but  up  to  the  hour  of  closing  the  paper  we  had 
heard  of  no  further  excesses. 

From  the  Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

From  the  same  source  as  well  as  through  other  channels,  we 
are  a.ssured  that  notwithstanding  the  fearful  height  which  the 
riot  reached,  and  the  great  destruction  of  property  that  follow- 
ed, the  whole  affair  might  have  been  effectually  suppressed  by 
the  exertion.^  of  twenty  or  thirty  resolute  and  determineil  men. 
'Phis,  however,  was  not  done,  and  the  dwellings  of  unoffending 
blacks,  against  whom  not  a shadow  of  offence  was  even  al- 
leged, were  shamefully  abused,  the  inmates  compelled  to  flee 
lor  safety,  and  their  furniture  broken  up  and  scattered  about 
the  streets.  In  Shippen  street  between  Sixth  and  Seventh 
streets,  in  Small  above  Fifth  street,  and  in  Mary,  Bedford,  Ba- 
ker and  other  minor  streets  in  that  part  of  the  town,  the  de- 
struction of  property  exceeds  belief — No  less  than  thirty-seven 
houses,  some  of  them  substantial  biick  tenements,  were  more 
or  less  destroyed,  and  many  of  them  rendered  entirely  uninha- 
bitable. VV'e  saw  yesterday  morning  the  streets  in  various  di- 
rections covered  with  feathers  lorn  from  beds,  mahogany  .side- 
boards, tables,  looking  glasses,  China  ware,  chairs,  ami  other 
housi'hold  furniture  bhailered  to  pieces  and  lying  about  in 
hcajis. 

third  night. 

From  the  Pennsylvanian,  Jlug.  16. 

Extensive  preparations  were  made  on  'I'hursday  evening  by 
the  sheriff,  the  mayor,  and  the  magistracy  of  the  districts,  to 
give  the  brutal  and  cowardly  miscreants  a warm  reception  if 
they  dared  to  attempt  a renewal  of  their  outrages  of  Wednes- 
day night  upon  the  defenceless  negroes.  'I'he  sheriff  siiinmon- 
I ed  the  posse  comitatus,  and  drafted  several  hundred  active 
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young  men  for  the  suppression  of  the  riots.  The  first  troop  of 
cavalry  was  called  out,  and  several  companies  of  volunteer  in- 
fantry, among  which  were  the  Washington  and  Lafayette 
Gray.s,  provided  with  ball  cartridges.  The  whole  strength  of  the 
city  police  was  mustered,  and  likewise  that  of  the  Southwark 
and  xMoyainensing  police.  At  an  eaily  hour  in  the  evening  the 
various  bodies  assembled;  the  civil  power  of  the  city  making  the 
fiospital  lot  the  rendezvous,  and  the  military  remaining  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Hall  of  Independence  ready  to  move  at  the  first 
alarm. 

The  crowd  was  immense  throughout  the  scene  of  the  riots  of 
the  preceding  evening,  but  were  generally  quiet  and  decorous 
in  their  behavior.  A slight  disturbance  look  place  early  in  the 
evening,  in  front  of  a three  story  brick  house  called  Benezel 
Hall,  in  Seventh  near  Lombard  street,  in  which  it  was  report- 
ed a body  of  blacks  were  collected  for  defence.  Whether  that 
was  the  case  or  not  we  cannot  say  from  personal  observation, 
the  house  being  closed  from  cellar  to  garret;  but  we  are  inform- 
ed that  at  one  lime  the  multitude  in  front,  large  as  it  was,  va- 
liantly took  to  their  heels  before  a rush  made  by  five  or  six 
men  from  an  adjoining  alley.  Sauve  qui  pent,  was  the  prevail- 
ing sentiment,  and  it  was  well  acted  on.  This  house  was  the 
•object  of  especial  regard  from  the  afternoon  until  after  mid- 
night. A strong  parly  of  police  were  stationed  close  at  hand, 
and  the  people  were  frequently  exhorted  to  retire,  instead  of 
being  compelled  to  do  so.— We  learn  at  the  police  office  that 
several  frightened  negroes  were  at  a late  hour  found  on  the 
premises. 

In  walking  through  the  sacked  district,  large  crowds  were 
observed,  who  were  invariably  quiet  enough;  but  about  ten 
o’clock,  two  mounted  police  officers  came  galloping  up  and  an- 
nounced that  the  rioters  were  busy  in  tearing  down  a frame 
meeting  house,  below  the  Wharton  market,  at  least  a mile 
from  the  devastations  of  Wednesday  night.  The  posse  comita- 
tus,  accompanied  by  a great  concourse,  and  headed  by  col.  P. 
A.  Brown,  marched  to  the  spot;  the  building  lay  level  with  the 
ground;  not  a stick  was  standing;  but  the  rioters  had  disappear- 
ed sometime  before.  No  one  was  to  be  seen  except  the  neigh- 
bors, who  stated  that  the  destruction  had  been  effected  with 
much  deliberation  and  that  those  engaged  in  it,  after  effecting 
their  purpose,  walked  cooly  away.  News  was  then  received 
that  two  small  frame  tenements  had  been  torn  down  in  a court 
running  from  the  lower  part  of  Vernon  street,  and  the  posse  di- 
rected their  steps  to  the  place,  but  arrived  too  lute. 

On  their  way  down  Second  street,  the  spectators  seemed  to 
receive  an  accession  in  the  shape  of  a number  of  rioters,  who 
hissed,  derided  and  insulted  the  civil  power,  and  refused  to 
obey  the  order  to  disperse.  The  cavalry  were  greeted  in  the 
same  style,  and  a request  to  disperse  accompanied  by  a threat 
of  arrest,  had  no  other  effect  than  that  of  producing  a momen- 
tary silence,  which  was  changed  to  howls  and  scoffs  the  mo- 
ment the  military  moved  onwards.  Violence,  however,  was 
carefullv  abstained  from. 

About  midnight  the  populace  had  generally  retired;  the  streets 
were  perfectly  quiet,  and  comparatively  deserted,  except  a few 
lingerers  about  the  front  of  Benezet  Hall,  in  the  city,  an  attack 
on  which  seemed  to  be  much  desired,  and  would  have  taken 
place,  if  the  rioters,  who  are  as  cowardly  as  they  are  cruel, 
could  have  effected  it  without  danger. 

The  mayor,  however,  with  an  ample  force,  was  rather  near 
the  gentry,  and  they  contented  themselves  with  threatening 
looks.  The  valor  of  the  ruffians  is  only  equal  to  the  brutal  as- 
saults upon  the  defenceless  and  sleeping,  murdering  and  maim- 
ing the  aged  and  infirm,  and  robbing  the  poor  and  industrious 
negro  of  his  toil-won  earnings.  Before  a score  or  two  of  re- 
solute men,  they  are  as  submissive  as  a flock  of  sheep. 

The  night  passed  over  quietly;  the  city  force  remained  until 
near  daylight  at  the  encampment  in  the  hospital  lot;  and  the 
military  and  district  police  at  their  various  stations,  while  the 
sheriff,  the  mayor  and  other  officers  patrolled  from  place  to 
place.  So  ended  the  third  night  of  Philadelphia  riots. 

A number  of  arrests  were  made,  about  fifteen  being  taken  on 
the  city  side,  and  no  doubt  more  in  the  districts. 

The  negroes  of  the  devoted  section  have  nearly  all  abandon- 
ed their  dwellings,  nearly  every  alternate  house,  amounting 
perhaps  to  over  a hundred,  bearing  the  deprecatory  sign  “to 
let.”  A large  body  of  them  crossed  the  Delaware  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  and  formed  a sort  of  bivouac  in  the  fields.  Others 
have  come  into  the  city,  and  every  kindness  extended  to  them 
by  the  public;  but  hundreds  are  houseless.  The  forlorn  state 
of  these  poor  creatures  is  truly  pitiable.  Their  little  property 
is  totally  lost,  and  many  were  driven  from  their  dwellings,  with 
their  children,  almost  without  a rag  of  clothing;  their  persons 
lacerated  by  the  violence  of  the  bloodhounds. 

ITEMS. 

The  scene  of  the  chief  pan  of  the  preceding  riots  was  out  of 
the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  but  the  mayor  and  his 
police  often  crossed  the  line,  in  “fresh  pursuit”  of  the  rioters— 
as  the  law  of  nations  allows! 

The  colored  people,  in  many  cases;  appear  to  have  been 
savagely  treated — both  in  their  persons  and  property,  and  with- 
out respect  to  age,  sex  or  condition. 

The  names  ol  many  of  the  persons  arrested  are  given.  They 
were  generally  bailed  by  bonds  of  1,000  dollars  each  to  appear, 
^tc. 

About  thirty  houses  were  destroyed,  or  much  damaged,  in 
these  riots — two  of  them  being  churches.  Several  were  pros- 
trated to  the  ground. 


The  condition  of  hundreds  of  blacks,  driven  from  their  homes, 
is  exciting  much  attention  in  Philadelphia.  Many  were  with- 
out shelter. 

Peace  seems  restored  to  the  city  and  its  southern  precincts; 
but  a strong  police  was  yet  kepi  up  to  preserve  it. 

URSULINE  CONVENT  AT  CHARLESTOWN,  MASS. 

We  have  thought,  that  for  several  reasons,  a full  accountofthe 
horrible  outrages  committed  at  Charlestown,  Mass,  terminating 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Ursuline  convent,  at  that  place,  by  fire, 
ought  to  be  preserved.  It  is  the  first  abomination  of  the  kind, 
we  believe,  that  ever  happened  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
proper  that  a record  of  all  the  facts  should  be  made,  that  easy 
reference  may  be  had  to  them  a little  while  hence  when  the 
particulars  will  cease  to  be  fresh  on  the  recollection. 

On  the  9th  August  the  following  paragraphs  appeared  in  one 
of  the  Boston  papers — 

Mysterious.  We  understand  that  a great  excitement  at  pre- 
sent exists  in  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  the  mysterious 
disappearance  of  a young  lady  at  the  nunnery  in  that  place.  The 
circumstances  as  far  as  we  can  learn  are  as  follows: 

“The  young  lady  was  sent  to  the  place  in  question  lo  com- 
plete her  education,  and  became  so  pleased  with  the  place  and 
Its  inmates,  that  she  was  induced  to  seclude  herself  from  the 
world  and  take  the  black  veil.  After  some  time  spent  in  the 
nunnery,  she  become  dissatisfied,  and  made  her  escape  from  the 
institution,  but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  return,  being  told 
that  if  she  would  continue  but  three  weeks  longer  she  would  be 
dismissed  with  honor.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  a few  days 
since,  her  friends  called  for  her,  but  she  was  not  to  be  found, 
and  much  alarm  is  excited  in  consequence.” 

This  was  calculated  to  increase  the  excitement  that  had  pre- 
vailed for  several  days  previous.  On  which  the  following  was 
sent  to  one  of  the  morning  papers  of  Boston  on  the  11th,  but, 
of  course,  was  not  published  until  the  12th,  when  all  the  mis- 
chief had  been  done: 

Mr.  Editor:  Some  excitement  having  been  created  in  this 
vicinity  by  misrepresentations  that  have  come  before  the  public 
in  relation  to  the  disappearance  ofa  young  lady  from  the  nun- 
nery in  this  place,  I deem  it  proper  for  me  to  state  certain  facts 
that  are  in  my  possession  respecting  the  affair. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  29th  ult.  the  lady  in  ques- 
tion came  to  my  house  and  appeared  to  be  considerably  agitat- 
ed, and  expressed  her  wish  to  be  conveyed  to  the  residence  of 
an  acquaintance  in  West  Cambridge.  I lent  her  my  assistance, 
and,  on  the  succeding  day,  I called  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
the  cause  which  induced  her  to  leave  the  institution — I was  in- 
formed that  she  had  returned  to  the  nunnery  in  company  with 
the  bishop,  with  a promise  that  she  should  be  permitted  to  leave 
it  in  two  or  three  weeks,  if  it  was  her  wish.  Since  that  time, 
various  rumors  have  been  in  circulation, calculated  to  excite  the 
public  mind,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  induced  me  to  attempt  to 
ascertain  their  foundation;  accordingly  on  Saturday  the  6th  inst. 

I called  at  the  nunnery  and  requested  of  the  superior,  an  inter- 
view with  the  lady  referred  to.  I obtained  it,  and  was  inform- 
ed by  her,  that  she  was  at  liberty  to  leave  the  institution  at  any 
time  she  choose.  The  same  statement  was  also  made  by  the 
superior,  who  further  remarked  that  in  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic feeling  she  should  prefer  to  have  her  leave. 

As  it  had  been  currently  reported  that  the  lady  was  not  to  be 
found,  to  allay  the  excitement  in  consequence  of  it,  I have 
thought  the  above  statement  due  to  the  public. 

EDWARD  CUTTER. 

Charlestown,  August  11,  1834. 

But  this  was  published  the  day  preceding  the  riot: 

To  the  public.  Whereas,  erroneous  statements  have  appeared 
in  the  public  papers,  intimating  that  the  liberty  of  a young  lady 
was  improperly  and  unlawfully  restrained  at  the  convent  in  this 
town,  and  believing  that  said  publications  were  intended  to  ex- 
cite the  public  mind  .against  that  institution  and  might  result  in 
unpleasant  or  serious  consequences,  the  selectmen  considering 
it  their  duty  to  endeavor  to  allay  any  such  excitement,  have  at 
the  request  of  the  government  of  the  institution,  fully  examined 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  were  eonducted  by  the 
lady  in  question  throughout  the  premises,  and  into  every  apart- 
ment of  the  place — the  whole  of  which  is  in  good  order,  and 
nothing  appearing  to  them  to  be  in  the  least  objectionable;  and 
they  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  the  public,  that  there  exists 
no  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  said  female,  as  she  expresses 
herself  to  be  entirely  satisfied  with  her  present  situation,  it  be- 
ing that  of  her  own  choice,  and  that  she  has  no  desire  or  wish 
to'alterit.  THOS.  HOOPER,  j 

ABIJAH  MONROE, 

SAMUEL  POOR,  ^ selectmen. 

STEPHEN  WILEY,  1 
JOHN  RUNEY.  J 

Charlestown,  .August  11,  1834. 

From  the  Boston  Daily  .Advertiser  of  .August  13. 

Disgraceful  outrage.  We  are  called  on  to  record  one  of  the 
most  scandalous  acts  of  popular  violence  which  were  ever  per- 
petrated in  this  community.  We  announced  in  a postscript  to 
our  last  paper,  dated  at  a quarter  past  one  o’clock  yesterday 
morning,  that  the  Ursuline  convent  at  Charlestown,  was  then 
in  flames,  hatfing  been  set  on  fire  by  a mob  assembled  for  the 
purpose.  The  convent  is  situated  on  Mount  Benedict,  at  the 
distance  of  about  a mile  from  the  central  portion  of  Charles- 
town, and  two  or  three  miles  from  the  city.  The  principal 
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building  was  an  edifice  of  brick,  about  eighty  feet  in  length, 
and  four  stories  high.  Among  the  other  buildings  were  a farm 
bouse  and  cottage.  The  iiiuiates  of  the  convent  were  the  lady 
superior,  five  or  six  nuns,  three  female  attendants,  and  froiii  fitty 
to  sixty  children,  placed  there  by  their  friends,  principally  Pro- 
testants, for  the  purpose  of  instruction. 

At  a little  after  eleven  o’clock  on  Monday  night,  an  alarm  of 
fire  was  given  in  this  city  and  the  neighboring  towns,  produced 
by  the  burning  of  several  tar  barrels  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
convent.  It  appears  that  this  must  have  been  a preconcerted 
signal  for  assembling,  among  the  mass  of  citizens  who  would  be 
collected,  a large  number  of  whom  had  entered  into  a combina- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  the  convent.  A parly  of  fifty  to  a 
hundred  persons,  disguised  by  fantastic  dresses  and  painted  faces, 
assembled  before  the  convent,  and  after  warning  the  inmates, 
who  had  all  retired  to  rest,  by  loud  noises  and  threats  of  vio- 
lence to  make  their  escape,  proceeded  to  make  an  actual  as- 
sault upon  the  house.  The  ladies  of  the  convent,  alarmed  by 
these  threats  of  violence,  immediately  awoke  the  children  under 
tbeir  charge,  and  with  them  retreated  from  the  rear  of  the  house 
through  the  garden,  and  made  their  escape  to  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring dwellings.  The  assailants  pressed  the  evacuation  of  the 
house  with  such  haste,  that  it  is  said  they  laid  violent  hands  on 
rile  lady  superior,  to  hasten  her  movements.  The  distress  and 
terror  of  the  scene  were  heightened  by  the  solicitude  of  the  nuns 
for  one  of  their  number,  wlio  is  confined  to  her  bed  by  a disease 
from  which  she  is  not  expected  to  recover. 

The  assailants  forced  open  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
convent,  carried  most  of  the  furniture,  among  which  were  three 
piano  fortes,  a harp,  and  other  musical  instruments,  into  the 
yard,  and  then  destroyed  it.  At  about  half  past  12  o’clock  they 
set  fire  to  the  building  in  the  second  story,  and  in  a short  time 
it  was  entirely  destroyed. 

A great  number  of  persons  were  assembled  at  the  spot,  and 
were  witnesses  of  these  transactions.  VVe  are  unable  to  ac- 
count for  it,  that  no  measures  were  taken  to  repress  them.  We 
do  not  learn  that  any  magistrate  or  police  officer  came  upon  the 
ground.  Several  fire  companies  from  this  city,  from  Charles- 
town, and  from  Cambridge,  repaired  to  the  scene  on  the  first 
alarm,  and  when  they  ascertained  the  cause  of  the  alarm,  a part 
of  them  returned  home.  A number  of  the  fire  companies  how- 
ever were  present  during  the  conflagration,  and  the  effectual 
measures  which  were  taken  to  suppress  it,  appear  to  have  been 
overruled  by  the  great  number  of  persons  assembled,  many  of 
Uiem  evidently  from  a distance,  for  the  apparent  purpose  of  en- 
couraging and  aiding  the  work  of  destruction. 

Besides  the  nunnery  several  other  buildings  belonging  to  the 
establishment  were  also  burnt.  The  fire  was  deliberately  com- 
municated to  the  ctiapel,  to  the  bishop’s  lodge,  the  stables,  and 
the  old  nunnery,  a large  wooden  building  situated  at  a short 
distance  from  the  others.  It  is  asserted  also,  that  the  cemetry 
was  opened,  and  its  contents  taken  out  and  exposed  to  view. 
The  work  of  destruction  was  continued  until  day  light  when 
the  mob  dispersed. 

Having  thus  described  as  accurately  as  we  are  able  this  act 
of  lawless  violence  we  find  it  difficult  to  account  for  the  excite- 
ment which  has  caused  it,  and  still  more  so  to  find  any  facts 
which  can  serve  as  an  apology  for  the  act,  or  any  palliation  of 
its  enormities.  We  will,  however,  relate  the  circumstances 
which  have  led  to  it,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  ascert.xin  them. 

In  one  of  the  papers  of  Friday  last,  it  was  stated  that  great 
excitement  prevailed  in  Charlestown,  in  consequence  of  the 
mysterious  disappearance  of  a young  lady  in  the  nunnery:  and 
the  following  was  given  as  an  accurate  account  of  the  circum- 
stances, as  far  as  the  editor  could  ascertain  them.  That  the 
young  lady  had  been  sent  to  the  nunnery  to  complete  her 
education,  had  become  so  pleased  with  the  place  and  its  in- 
mates, as  to  be  induced  to  lake  the  black  veil;  that  she  sub- 
sequently became  dissatisfied  and  made  her  escape  from  the 
institiitioR,  but  was  afterwards  persuaded  to  return,  being  told 
that  if  she  would  continue  three  weeks  longer,  she  would  be 
honorably  discharged:  that,  at  the  expiration  of  tliat  period,  her 
friends  called  for  her,  but  she  could  not  be  found.  This  state- 
ment was  copied  into  another  paper  of  the  following  day,  ac- 
companied with  a declaration,  given  on  the  authority  of  bishop 
Fenwick,  that  it  w'as  unfounded.  It  was  added  that  the  bishop 
would  probably  lay  before  the  public  the  facts  of  the  case  on 
Monday;  in  the  meantime,  the  editor  stated  that  the  excite- 
ment was  occasioned  by  the  language  of  a sister  oflhe  convent, 
who  was  an  invalid,  and  had  been  for  some  time  deprived  of 
her  reason  by  brain  fever. 

The  same  paper  of  Monday  observed,  that  considerable  ex- 
citement continued  to  exist,  notwithstanding  what  had  been 
stated  on  the  authority  of  bishop  Fenwick,  on  Saturday;  that 
the  editor  expected  to  have  been  able  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  facts  of  the  case,  on  the  authority  of  the  bishop,  but  had 
since  learned  that  he,  understanding  that  a gentleman  of  Charles- 
town residing  near  the  convent,  and  who  was  not  a Catholic, 
having  interested  himself  in  the  matter,  and  being  satisfied 
that  none  of  the  rumors  which  occasioned  the  excitement  were 
true;  proposed  to  make  a public  statement,  had  preferred  to 
let  the  facts  be  given  to  the  public,  by  one  who  could  not  he 
accused  of  partiality,  and  had  accordingly  waited  for  that  gen- 
tleman’s statement.  Having  heretofore’ made  no  allu.-ion  to 
these  rumors,  we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  state  what  has 
already  been  published  in  regard  to  them.  They  may  have  had 
some  share  in  producing  the  riot,  but  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  is  principally  to  be  attrihuled  to  mote  remote  causes. 


From  the  Boston  Gazette. 

The  number  of  persons  assembled  as  actors  in  this  scene  oT 
destruction,  or  spectators,  has  been  coniputed  at  some  thou- 
sands. But  no  attempt  was  made  to  restrain  the  mob  in  their 
acts  of  violence.  Not  a magistrate  nor  police  officer  was  to  be 
seen.  Engines  from  Charlestown,  Boston,  and  we  believe  front' 
Cambridge,  were  on  the  spot,  but  no  effort  was  made  by  the- 
firemen  to  extinguish  the  fire,  although  col.  Amory  made  seve- 
ral laudable  but  fruitless  attempts  to  bring  up  the  fire  engines^, 
and  slop  the  progress  of  the  flames. 

This  act  of  violence  appears  to  have  been  without  excuse^ 

It  is  said  by  bishop  Fenwick,  that  there  wa.s  no  cause  lor  the 
excitement  in  Charlestown,  w hich  has  prevailed  for  some  time' 
p.asl,  and  which  has  been  increasing,  until  this  shocking  result 
is  produced.  But  even  if  there  was  cause  for  the  excitement, 
it  should  be  recollected  that  we  live  in  a country  of  laws,  where- 
all  classes  of  citizens  may  find  redress  under  oppression.  And 
if  an  act  of  oppression  and  violence  had  been  cuiiimitied  by  the 
government  ot  the  nnnnery, on  a young  and  unprotected  female, 
ample  redress  could  have  been  obtained  without  resorting  to  an 
act  of  violence,  which  has  not  been  equalled  iu  New  England, 
since  the  establishment  of  the  republic. 

I'he  nuns,  and  those  of  the  pupils  whose  relatives  do  not  re- 
side in  the  neighborhood,  are  now  quartered  with  the  Sisters  of 
Charity  in  Hamilton  street.  Mr.  Cutter,  we  understand,  gave 
an  asylum  to  a large  number  of  them  during  the  night.  We  are 
told  this  afternoon  by  one  of  the  pupils,  that  the  only  one  of  their 
number  who  saved  any  clothing,  was  a little  girl  of  about  12 
years  of  age,  who  had  picked  up  some  dresses  in  a large  hand- 
kerchief some  lime  before  the  alarm  was  given,  supposing  there 
might  be  trouble  sooner  or  later,  and  carried  them  away  in  safe- 
ty. We  cannot  learn,  indeed,  that  any  of  the  children  were 
personally  injured  or  insulted  in  any  manner. 

From  the  ^tlas. 

We  understand  that  on  Monday  the  convent  was  opened  to 
visiters,  and  was  thoroughly  examined  from  the  belfry  to  the 
cellar;  that  the  Indy  superior  has  always  been  willing  to  make 
every  explanation  to  those  who  came  to  her  in  a suitable  man- 
ner, and  treated  her  with  the  civility  due  to  her  sex  and  station. 
From  all  we  can  learn,  the  violence  was  utterly  without  cause. 
The  institution  was  in  its  very  nature  unpopular,  and  a strong, 
feeling  existed  against  it;  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  vagutr 
rumors  that  have  been  idly  circulating,  to  authorise  or  account 
for  any  the  lea.st  act  of  violence.  We  should  state,  perhaps,  that 
during  the  violent  scenes  that  were  taking  place  before  the  con- 
vent— while  the  mob  were  breaking  the  windows  and  staving 
in  the  doors  of  the  institution — and  while  the  fire  was  blazing 
upon  the  hill  as  a signal  to  the  mob — one  or  two  muskets  were 
discharged  from  the  windows  of  the  nunnery,  or  some  of  the 
buildings  in  the  vicinity. 

What  a scene  must  this  midnight  conflagration  have  exhibit- 
ed— lighting  up  the  inflamed  countenances  of  an  infuriated  mob 
of  demons — attacking  a convent  of  women,  a seminary  for  the 
instruction  of  young  females;  and  turning  them  out  of  liieir  beds 
half  naked  in  the  hurry  of  their  flight,  and  half  dead  with  confu- 
sion and  terror.  And  this  drama,  too,  to  be  enacted  on  the  very 
soil  that  afforded  one  of  the  earliest  places  of  refuge  to  the  pu- 
ritans of  New  England — themselves  flying  from  religious  perse- 
cution in  the  old  world — that  their  descendants  might  wax 
strong  and  mighty,  and  in  their  turn  be  guilty  of  the  same  per- 
secution in  the  new! 

We  remember  no  parallel  to  this  outrage  in  the  whole  course 
of  history.  Turn  to  the  bloodiest  incidents  of  the  French  revo- 
lution— roll  lip  the  curtain  that  hangs  before  its  most  sanguine 
scenes — and  point  us  to  its  equal  in  unprovoked  violence,  in 
brutal  outrage,  in  iinihwaited  iniijuity.  It  is  in  vain  that  we 
search  for  it.  In  times  of  civil  commotion  and  general  excite- 
ment— of  confusion,  and  cruelly,  and  blood — when  the  edifice 
of  civil  society  was  shaken  to  its  base  and  crumbling  into  ruin — 
when  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  and 
rapine  and  fire  and  murder  were  sweeping  like  a torrent  over 
the  land— in  times  like  these  there  was  some  palliation  for  vio- 
lence and  outrage — in  the  tremendously  excited  state  of  the- 
public  mind.  But  here  there  was  no  such  palliation.  The 
courts  ofjustice  were  open  to  receive  complaints  of  any  impro- 
per confinement,  or  unauthorised  coercion.  The  civil  magis- 
trates were  or  ought  to  be  on  the  alert  to  detect  any  illegafre 
straint,  and  bring  its  authors  to  the  punishment  they  deserve. 
But  nothing  of  the  kind  was  delected.  The  whole  matter  was  a 
cool,  deliberate,  systematized  piece  of  brutality — unprovoked — 
under  the  most  provoking  circumstances  totally  unjustifiable — 
and  visiting  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  most  particularly  its 
magistrates  and  civil  officers,  with  indelible  disgrace. 

From  the  Boston  Morning  Post. 

At  this  moment,  (that  of  the  attack),  the  convent  contained 
twelve  nuns  and  fifty  seven  female  scholars,  some  of  whom 
were  of  a very  tender  age.  One  of  the  latter  informed  ns,  that 
at  the  first  annunciation,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  nuns  swooned, 
and  were  not  amused  to  a sense  of  their  dangerous  situation, 
n-.iiil  the  heralds  of  destruction  returned  ami  reiterated  their 
mi.'sioii,  with  threats  of  burning  the  nuns  with  the  building. 

The  unfortunate  ladies  then  retired  to  the  garden,  carrying 
with  them  such  articles  of  value  as  w-ere  within  reach.  In  or> 
der  to  accelerate  their  flight,  tar  barrels  were  brought  near  to 
the  walls,  and  ignited,  and  as  soon  as  the  building  was  deserl-< 
ed,  the  assailants  entered  with  flaming  torches,  and  after  flying 
through  the  apartments,  which  were  fitfully  illuminated  by  the 
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transient  but  glaring  blaze  of  the  torches,  they  were  simultane- 
ously applied  at  twenty  diHiinet  points,  among  the  curtains  and 
drapery  ol  the  rooms,  and  in.-lanlly  the  interior  ol  the  insiitulioii 
was  enveloped  in  oii"  general  eontlagiaiioii.  'I’he  astounded 
i'eliigees  hrsl  gathered  round  tlie  toml),attlie  bottom  of  the  gar- 
den, but  were  soon  driven  Irom  tins  sanctuary  by  the  ruthless 
avengers  of  an  imaginuiy  wrong,  and  were  compelled  to  liy  to 
the  udjoining  tields  and  neiglilioi  ing  houses  for  salely.  A large 
number  lound  a retreat  in  the  house  ot  Alt.  Joseph  Adams,  at 
Winter  Hill.  'J'lie  mob  bnist  open  the  tomb  and  ransacked  the 
coffins,  but  retired  vviiliout  oiitring  any  other  outrage  to  the 
ai-nes  ol  the  uead.  Tlie  torches  were  :i|)plied  aliout  ii  o’clock, 
:ind  the  Hoston  engines,  responsive  to  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  im- 
mediately repaired  to  the  spot,  but  were  prevented  from  acting 
against  the  hre,  by  the  suirounding  multitude,  winch,  we  are 
iniormed,  were  not  less  than  Jour  Lkouaand  iii  number.  We 
understand  that  Mr.  Kuney  attempted  to  read  the  riot  act,  but 
Without  eliect;  and  the  mobocrats  did  not  cease  from  their  ex- 
ertions till  the  mam  building,  together  willi  the  chapel,  out- 
liOuses,aiid  even  the  gardener ’s  dwelling  were  entirely  destroy- 
ed. The  lew  articles  that  the  nuns  and  scholais  succeeded  in 
conveying  to  the  garden,  were  seized  upon  by  the  destroyers, 
and  thrown  back  into  the  Uames,  and  nothing  was  rescued  from 
ruin  except  what  was  actually  attached  to  their  persons.  When 
the  nefarious  undertaking  was  thoroughly  aecomplisheil,  frag- 
ments of  lire  and  combustihles  were  collected,  and  a bonlire  lit 
up  as  a signal  ot  irinniph.  A majority  of  the  scholars  were  Pro- 
testants, some  of  whom  have  no  relatives  in  this  vicinity,  and 
their  distressing  siiiiaiion,  being  slniiped  of  every  thing,  is  in- 
describtibly  lamentable. 

The  theatre  of  the  outrage,  yesterday  morning,  presented  a 
melancholy  scene — parents  anxiously,  but  without  avail,  in- 
<iuiring  for  their  daughters,  and  hruthers  for  their  sisters — W'ere 
to  be  met  with  on  every  hand.  Thousands  of  spectators  throng- 
ed the  hill — some  staring,  inoie  sorrowing,  and  a miserable  few 
rejoicing  at  the  evidence  of  unparalleled  desolation. 

Great  ineeling  at  Funeuil  Hall. 

As  soon  as  the  iraiisactioiis  which  we  have  above  described 
were  known  in  the  city , yesterday  mornliig  they  produced,  as 
might  have  been  expected,  a universal  sentiment  of  regret  and 
mortification,  at  the  outrage  thus  committed  at  midnight  upon  a 
(amity  of  defenceless  females,  and  at  the  indelible  slain  thus  in- 
flicted on  the  character  of  our  eommunity.  The  mayor  prompt- 
ly issued  a notice,  iiiviiiiig  the  citizens  to  assemble  at  Faneuil 
Hall,  at  1 o’clock,  to  take  such  measures  as  the  occasion  might 
require.  A very  large  number  of  citizens  assembled  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  notwithstanding  the  heal  of  the  weather,  and  the 
measures  recited  in  the  annexed  official  account  w'ere  adopted 
willi  great  urianimily,  and  with  ample  demonstrations  of  cordial 
approbation.  'I’lie  remarks  of  Mr.  Otis  weie  listened  to  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  elicited  the  repeated  plaudits  of  the  as- 
sembly. 

At  an  overwhelming  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as- 
sembled at  Faneuil  Hall  yesterday  at  1 o’clock  in  pursuance  of 
an  invitation  from  the  mayor,  Theodore  Lyman,  jr.  liie  mayor 
of  the  city,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Zebedee  Cook,  jr.  was 
appointed  secretary.  After  a pertinent  but  brief  address  by  the 
chairinati,  explanatory  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  resolutions 
were  presented  by  Josiah  Quincy,  jr.  prefaced  by  some  highly 
interesting  and  animated  remarks.  He  was  followed  by  Harri- 
son Gray  Otis,  in  his  usual  felicitous  style,  when  the  resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  the 
late  attack  on  the  Ursuline  convent  in  Charlestown,  occupied 
only  by  defenceless  females,  was  a base  and  cowardly  act,  for 
which,  the  perpetialors  deserve  the  contempt  and  detestation 
of  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  destruction  of  property  and  danger  of  life 
caused  thereby,  calls  loudly  on  all  good  citizens  to  express  in- 
dividually and  collectively  the  abhorrence  they  feel  of  this  high 
handed  violation  of  the  laws. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Protestant  citizens  of  Boston,  do  pledge 
ourselves  collectively  and  individually,  to  unite  with  our  Ca- 
tholic brethren  in  protecting  their  persons,  their  property,  .and 
their  civil  and  religious  rights. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  and  Aldermen  be  requested  to  take 
all  measures  consistent  with  law,  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions into  effect,  and  as  citizen.s,  we  tender  our  personal  servi 
ces  to  support  the  laws  under  the  direction  of  the  city  authori- 
ties. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be  requested  to  nominate  a commit- 
tee from  the  citizens  at  large,  to  investigat-  the  proceedings  of 
the  last  night,  and  to  adopt  every  suitable  mode  of  bringing  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  ihis  outrage  to  justice. 

The  following  eommiuee  was  nominated  by  the  mayor: 

H.  G.  Otis,  John  D.  Williams,  James  T.  Austin,  Henry  Lee, 
James  Clark,  Cyrus  Alger,  John  Henry  Oliver,  Alark  Healey, 
Charles  G.  Loting,  C.  G.  Green,  Is.'iac  Harris, 'Phomas  Perkins, 
Jno.  Rayner,  Henry  Gasselt,  Daniel  D.  Brodhead,  Noah  Brooks, 
H.  F.  Baker,  Z.  Cook,  jr.  George  Darracot,  Samuel  Hubbard, 
Henry  Farnam,  Benj.  F.  Mallet,  John  K.  Simpson,  John  Cotton, 
Benj.  Rich,  William  Sturgis,  Charles  P.  Curtis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  George  Bond,  the  conimitlee  of  28  were  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing  funds  to  repair 
the  damage  done  to  the  convent,  &c. 

On  motion  of  John  C.  Park,  esq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  be  authorised,  and  requested  to  of- 
fer a very  liberal  reward  to  any  individual  who,  in  case  of  fur- 


ther excesses,  will  arrest  and  bring  to  punishment  a leader  in 
such  outrages. 

THEODORE  LY.MAN,jr.  chairman. 

Zebedee  Cook,jr.  secretary. 

Great  meeting  at  Charlestoivn. 

We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce,  that  the  authorities 
of  Charlfsiuwii,  yesterday  morning,  piomplly  is.-'Ued  a general 
notification,  calling  a public  meeting  tor  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing an  expression  of  the  ojiiiiions  and  feelings  ol  the  citizens  at 
large,  re.'pecling  the  atrocious  and  unexampled  act  of  violence 
and  arson,  perpeir.itcd  on  the  convent,  on  Alonday  iiighi;  in 
[iiirsuance  of  which  a very  full  ineeling  was  assembled  at  the 
i'own  Hall,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  duly 
organized  by  the  appoiiitmeni  of  Dr.  Thompson  as  moderator, 
and  D.  Dodge,  esq.  town  clerk,  secretary. 

Oil  moiion  of  John  tioley,  esq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a cuinmittee  ot'  five  persons  be  appointed  to 
report  such  resolutions  as  it  may  be  expedient  for  the  town  to 
adopt,  and  to  nouiinaie  a committee  of  vigilance. 

Whereupon,  the  tbllowing  persons  were  appointed  on  the  said 
committee: 

Hon.  E.  Everett,  capt.  Whipple,  John  Soley,  esq.  rev.  Mr. 
Byrne  and  John  Skinner,  esq. 

The  rev.  Mr.  Byrne,  (Catholic  priest),  wa.s  excused  at  his  re- 
quest, and  William  Aii.-im,  esq.  appointed  in  his  place. 

'I’his  commiitee  retired  from  the  hall,  but  soon  returned,  and 
reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions: 

Whereas,  the  Ursuline  convent,  in  this  town,  was  attacked 
last  night  by  a riotous  and  lawless  assemblage,  its  peaceful  and 
unotfeiiding  inmates — consisting  ext  lu-ively  of  women  and  chil- 
dren— driven  out,  and  the  convent,  alter  being  pillaged,  was, 
with  the  adjacent  buildings,  reduced  to  aslie.-;  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  citizens  of  Charlestown,  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  j’hat  we  regard  with  I'eelingsol  indig- 
iiaiioii  and  horror,  the  aforesaid  lawless  acts  of  midnight  vio- 
lence, committed  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

2.  Resolved,  unanimously,  I’hat  the  citizens  here’’assembled 
consider  it  a duty  to  themselves  and  the  town,  to  take  all  pro- 
per measures  to  ascertain  the  authors  and  perpetrators  of  the 
aforesaid  acts  of  violence  and  outrage,  cominilled  in  a manner 
unexampled  in  our  country — in  defiance  of  the  laws,  and  in 
violation  of  those  feelings  of  honor  and  humanity,  by  which  the 
innocent  and  defenceless  are  placed  under  the  protection  of  all 
good  citizens. 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  incumbent  duty  of  all  good  citizens, 
to  CO  operate  with  the  selectmen  and  magi.stratts  in  detecting 
and  bringing  to  justice  all  persons  concerned  as  perpetrators 
and  abettors  of  outrages  so  discreditable  to  the  community  in 
which  we  live,  and  to  the  couniry  at  large. 

4.  Resolved,  'I'tiat  the  following  persons  be  appointed  a coin- 
rnittee  of  vigilance,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in  conjunction  with 
the  selectmen,  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
(ireserve  the  public  peace,  and  to  detect  the  perpetrators  of  the 
outrages  last  night  co.iirniited,  viz:  gen.  N.  Austin,  Jos.  Tufts, 
esq.  David  Devans,  esq.  J.  K.  Froihingham,  esq.  capt.  L-  Tur- 
ner, Dr.  A.  R.  Thompson,  capt.  Jos.  F.  Boyd,  Benjamin  Thomp- 
son, esq.  Dr.  Jos.  Stearns  Hurd  and  William  Sawyer,  esq. 

Resolutions  were  also  passed,  authorising  the  committee  of 
vigilance  to  offer  a suitable  reward,  not  exceeding  $1,000,  for 
the  detection  of  the  projectors  of  the  conflagration,  to  be  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  guilt  proved  against  the  offenders, 
and  requesting  the  governor  of  the  commonwealth  to  offer  a 
suitable  reward  for  a similar  purpose. 

All  the  votes  and  resolutions  were  passed  with  great  unani- 
mity, and  hearty  expressions  of  approbation,  and  the  meeting 
was  addressed  by  a number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of 
the  town,  who  all  manile.-tcd  the  liveliest  sensibility  upon  the 
subject,  and  evinced  a warm  and  sincere  desire  to  see  the  honor 
of  the  town  vindicated,  by  taking  the  most  efficient  tneasiires 
to  bring  the  guilty  to  justice.  The  rev.  Mr.  Byrne,  Catholic 
piiest,  made  some  just  and  pertinent  remarks,  and  assured  the 
meeting  that  he  had  used,  and  he  hoped  effectually,  the  most 
untiring  exertions  to  prevent  a reaction  on  the  part  of  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  he  was  listened  to  with  marked  and  approving  at- 
tention. 

Dr.  Walker  also  spoke  at  some  length,  and  to  the  pnrprt.se, 
re.specting  the  necessity  of  penetrating  into  the  secret  conspira- 
cy which  must  have  preceded  the  execution  of  the  diabolical 
plot;  and  Mr.  Everett,  after  reading  the  resolutions,  drawn  up 
by  himself,  made  a few  brief,  but  energetic  remarks,  and  the 
resolutions  were  carried  nem.  con. 

From  the  Boston  Gazette. 

Fears  were  entertained  yesterday  that  there  would  be  fresh 
disturbance.-i  last  evening.  It  was  n'ported  that  the  Irish  labor- 
ers on  the  Worcester,  Lowell,  and  Providence  rail  roads  were 
on  their  way  to  the  city  in  great  numbers,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  their  Irisli  brethren  in  avenging  the  insult  that  was  of- 
fered to  them  by  the  destruction  of  the  C.itholic  seminary  at 
Charlestown.  It  is  true,  we  believe,  that  several  hundred  of 
these  laborers  arrived  in  the  city  la<t  evening;  but  we  have 
heard  of  no  acts  of  violence  on  their  part,  or  from  any  other 
quarter.  The  evening  passed  off  quietly,  at  least  so  far  as  the 
city  is  concerned,  although  the  streets  were  thronged  until  a 
late  hour.  We  have  rarely  seen  so  many  people  abroad  as 
there  were  last  evening. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  bishop  Fenwick,  for  the  exertions  be 
made  to  dissuade  the  Catholics  from  all  acts  of  retaliatory  vio- 
lence. He  despatched  five  or  six  priests  in  different  directions. 
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during  the  afternoon,  to  intercept  the  laborers  who  were 
known  to  be  on  their  way  to  Boston,  ami  to  instruct  them  not 
to  raise  a finger  in  defence  of  wli.it  they  con-ider  their  violaieil 
riglits.  'I’nis  was  a judicious  iiiovement,  considering  the  unpa- 
ralleled state  of  excitement  into  which  our  citizens  have  been 
suddenly  throw  a by  the  oiiirageous  conduct  of  a porlioii  ol  the 
peonie  of  Cambridge  and  (i^harle.-town. 

W’e  understand  that  all  the  independiuit  light  inf.iiitry  com 
paniej!  were  under  arms  last  night,  prepared  with  hall  caririilg- 
es  to  act  III  any  emergency  which  might  re<|Uire  their  service-. 
Hundreds  of  respectable  citizens  were  also  ‘■on  hand,”  to  aid 
the  civil  authorities.  Alost  sincerely  do  we  hope  there  may  he 
no  occasion  for  them  to  act. 

So  great  was  the  excitement  among  the  catholics  yesterday, 
that  bishop  Fenwick  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  them  togeiln-r 
ill  the  alternoon,  at  the  church  in  Franklin  street.  At  6 
b’clock,  several  hundred  were  iissenibled,  when  the  bishop 
came  in  and  addressed  them  for  about  thirty  minutes  in  a ino-l 
eloquent  and  judicious  manner.  He  deserves  the  warmest 
coiniirendation  from  his  Protestant  fellow  citizens  lor  the  admi- 
rable style  in  which  he  managed  this  business.  Previous  to 
speaking,  the  bishop  read  a part  of  the  5th  chapter  of  Matthew, 
containing  the  following  among  other  verses: 

“Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  an  eye  for  an  eye, 
and  a tooth  for  a tooth.  But  Isay  to  you,  not  to  resist  evil; 
but  if  one  strike  thee  on  thy  right  cheek,  turn  to  him  also  the 
other. 

“And  if  a man  will  contrmd  with  thee  in  jiulgmenf,  and 
take  away  thy  coat,  let  go  thy  cloak  also  unto  him.  And  who- 
soever, will  force  thee  one  mile,  go  with  him  oilier  two. 

“You  have  heard  that  it  hath  been  said,  thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbor,  and  hate  thy  enemy.  But  I say  to  you,  love  your 
enemies,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you;  and  pray  for  them  that 
persecute  and  calumniate  you.” 

Bishop  Fenwick  then  proceeded  to  address  his  hearers,  em- 
bracing several  hundred  of  both  sexes.  He  spoke  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  Ursnline  convent  and  the  adjacent  buildings. 
He  spoke  also  of  the  beauty  and  utility  of  that  insiiiution,  and 
alluded  to  its  growing  popularity  among  the  intelligent  classes, 
both  ill  this  vicinity  and  at  a distance.  Among  the  pupils  of 
the  institution  were  some  from  Louisiana,  and  the  West  India 
Islands.  After  denouncing  the  conduct  of  the  incendiaries  in 
appropriate  terms,  he  asked,  “what  is  to  be  done.?  Shall  we 
say  to  our  enemies  you  have  destroyed  our  buildings,  and  we 
will  destroy  yours.?  No,  iny  brethren,  this  is  iioi  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ — this  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  that 
blessed  religion  we  all  profess.  'J’lirn  not  a finger  in  your  own 
defence,  and  there  are  those  around  you  who  will  see  that  jus- 
tice is  done  you.” 

The  bishop  then  complimented  the  city  authorities  and 
others  for  the  stand  they  had  taken  in  defence  of  the  rights  of 
the  Catholics;  and  he  as.sured  his  hearers  that  they  had  the 
sympathies  of  all  respectable  citizens.  The  destruction  of  the 
conveiH,  he  said  was  an  act  of  the  most  degraded  of  the  human 
species,  and  it  met  with  no  favor  from  the  intelligent  people  of 
Boston.  He  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  his  Catholic  lire 
thren  the  fact  that  it  was  not  their  duty  to  seek  revenge  for  this 
vile  act;  and  said  that  that  man  was  an  enemy  to  the  religion 
he  professed,  and  would  put  the  Catholic  church  in  jeopardy, 
who  should  raise  a finger  against  their  opponents  at  this 
time. 

The  bishop  said  he  had  no  fears  that  those  who  were  present 
would  act  in  opposition  to  his  advice;  and  if  any  acts  of  vio- 
lence were  committed,  it  would  be  by  those  who,  with,  per- 
haps, a commendable  ardor  and  alacrity,  were  rii.-shing  to  their 
aid  from  a distance,  and  who  may  not  have  correct  iiiforination 
on  the  subject.  He  enjoined  it  upon  all  present  as  a solemn 
duty  to  inform  these  individuals— if  they  should  fall  in  with 
any  of  them — of  what  he  had  said,  and  the  advice  he  had  just 
given  them. 

He  concluded  his  admirable  remarks — which  were  delivered 
in  a most  impressive  manner — by  assuring  his  hearers  that  the 
public  authorities  were  not  idle  spectators  of  what  was  pass 
iiig.  They  are  on  the  alert,  (said  he)  and  it  is  our  duty  to  re 
main  quiet,  to  remain  peaceable,  and  they  will  see  you  righted. 

We  hope  the  bishop  will  furnish  us  with  a copy  of  his  ad 
dress  for  publication.  It  would  he  read  with  a high  degree  of 
satisfaction  by  his  Protestant  fellow-citizens. 

The  value  of  the  buildings  de.stroyed  at  (y’harlestown  on  .Mon 
day  evening  is  estimated  at  ®-^0,000.  They  coat  that  sum. 
The  furniture  of  the  principal  house  was  elegant  and  costly, 
and  was  probably  worth  about  as  much  more.  There  were  ten 
or  twelve  piano  fortes,  some  of  them  splendid  instruments — 
three  harps,  one  of  which  cost  .*.500 — and  five  guitars,  anioiig 
the  articles  destroyed.  The  females  lost  all  their  clothing,  ex- 
cept what  they  had  on  when  they  flew  from  the  incendiaries. 
The  above  facts  were  obtained  from  a source  that  may  be  re- 
lied on. 

The  report  that  a member  of  one  of  the  Boston  fire  engines 
had  something  to  do  with  setting  fire  to  the  Catholic  building 
in  Charlestown  on  Monday  evening,  turns  out  to  be  false,  as 
might  be  expected  from  the  well  known  character  of  our  fire- 
men. 

(b^.At  11  o’clock  last  evening  the  city  was  quiet,  and  we 
had  heard  of  no  act  of  violence  in  Charlestown.  The  city 
council  were  in  session,  and  there  was  a strong  police  in  at- 
tendance. The  military  were  at  their  armories  in  Faneuil 
Hall.  Im  the  vicinity  of  the  Catholic  church  there  was  a ga- 


! thering  of  five  or  six  hundred  persons;  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
: city  there  weie  large  collections,  hut  no  disposition  to  do  any 
act  of  violence.  \V>;  hope  the  inghl  will  p iss  ofT  witlioiii  fur- 
ther trouble.  Iliindn-ds  of  re-peci  ible  citizens  are  on  the  alert 
to  render  assist. nice,  if  any  should  be  require. I.  Lv.  ry  Bosto- 
nian blushes  for  the  condiicl  ol  those  deluded  men  ol  .Middle- 
sex county  who  set  fiie  to  the  Ursiiline  convent. 

MEETtNO  AT  CA.MBRtmiE. 

At  a nipeting  of  the  cil  izmis  of  i,’aiiibri<ige.  Iioblen  .at  the  'Pown 
Hall  in  said  town  on  Wedii.-il ay , I he  l.JlIi  day  ol  An;;ii't.  I). 

I 1834,  pnr-nani  to  a reeoinnii  iid.ilioii  of  the  seleeiiio  n of  the 
j town  to  ex(ir.  ss  the  ofiiiiioo  ol  the  town  in  lelaiion  to  the  l.itc 
I de.'triiei jtiii  of  the  Ursiiliiie  conv.  iit  at  (vh.)rlesiown,  VVilliaiii 
I J.  \Vlll|ip|.-,  e.-q.  was  called  to  the  chair  and  J.din  P 'P.irbell 
! was  appointed  secietarv.  'I'lie  olij.'c  i of  the  meeting  having 
I betni  stated,  the  lion,  judge  f^lory,  after  remarks  made  by  him 
at  some  length,  of  a very  solemn  and  imiiressive  character, 

I moved  the  apjiointment  of  a cdinmiitpe  of  five  p rsons  for  the 
: purpose  of  prc[)aring  rusoiinioiis  expressive  of  the  smiiiments  of 
the  meeting  upon  the  subject  before  it,  which  motion  was  adopi- 

I ed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  aiipninted  to  constitute  said 
committee,  viz:  hon.  judge  Story,  lion,  jnrlge  Fay,  Kphraim 
Biittrick,  esq.  William  Wells,  esip  and  Nathaniel  U.  VV'hitney, 
esq. 

The  committee,  after  retiring,  relurrierl  and  preserifed  the 
following  resolutions,  which,  after  remarks  from  Simon  (Irecn- 
leaf,  esq.  and  hon.  judge  Fay,  were  adopted,  no  one  dissenting. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  inhabit.uits  of  Cambridge,  view  with 
abhorrence  the  flagrant  violation  of  private  rights  in  the  desirnc- 
tion  of  the  Ursuline  convent  of  Monday  l.ist;  and  we  earnestly 
desire  that  the  perpetrators  may  be  di.scovered  and  brought  to 
justice. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathise  with  the  innocent  suf- 
ferers from  this  criminal  and  disgraceful  attack  upon  a building 
occupied  only  by  defenceless  women  and  children. 

Resolved,  'I'hat  a committee  b<-  appointed  to  comiiiunicate  the 
sentiment  of  this  meeting  to  the  Catholic  bishop  of  the  diocess 
and  to  the  superior  of  the  convent. 

Voted,  That  the  committee  referred  to  in  the  last  rcsoltifion, 
consist  of  the  hon.  judge  Story,  hon.  jiiilge  Fay,  Ephraim  But- 
trick,  esq.  William  Wells,  e.sq.  and  Nathan  B.  VVhitney,  esq. 

Voted  and  dissolved  the  meeting. 

WILLIAM  J.  WHIPPLE,  chairman. 

The  following  notice  excited  great  indignation  iti  Boston — 

FOBLtC  NOTtCE. 

Whereas  great  and  serious  outrages  have  been  committed  in 
Charlestown,  and  the  peace  of  the  jrlace  greatly  disturbed  by 
mobs  from  the  city  of  Boston  and  other  jilaces  in  the  vicinity; 
Now,  be  it  hen  by  made  known  th.it  the  civil  authorities  of  the 
town,  aided  by  the  military,  will  prevent  to  the  extent  of  their 
power,  a re{)ctilion  of  these  evils. 

The  selectmen  do  therefore  call  upon  all  good  citizens  to  ren- 
der them  their  aid  and  assistance  in  support  of  the  laws,  and 
enjoin  upon  all  those  who  do  not  volunteer  to  come  under  their 
direction  to  keep  within  their  houses  during  the  ensuing  night. 

All  those  citizens  who  are  disposed  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, are  requested  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall,  this  afternoon  at 
6 o’clock.  By  order  of  the  selectmen, 

DAVID  DODGE,  <oun  c/cr*. 

Au»nst  13,  1834. 

From  the  Boston  -papers  Jhi^ust  14. 

It  appears  that  a mob  of  men  and  boys,  partly  armed  with 
pistols  and  knives,  aftisr  parading  through  the  streets  of  Boston, 
and  menacing  the  Catholic  church  in  Franklin  street,  marched 
to  the  ruins  of  the  convent  at  Charlestown,  about  11  o’clock  on 
Tuesday  night,  where  they  completed  the  destruction  of  th« 
garden,  and  imide  a bonfire  of  the  fences  that  surrounded  the 
grounds.  They  then  made  a hostile  demonstration  in  front  of 
the  C.itholic  church,  but  finding  it  defended  by  ilie  Charlestown 
phalanx,  they  retreated,  without  committing  any  actual  vio- 
lence. The  authorities  of  Charlestown  are  busily  occupied  in 
collecting  facts  and  taking  depositions,  respecting  the  transac- 
tions of  Monday  and  'I’uesday  nights. 

'Phe  Boston  Gazette  s.iys:  “At  eight  o’clock , on  Wednesday 
evening,  there  were  eight  hundred  or  a thousand  persons  as- 
sembled in  and  about  the  city  hall.  It  having  been  .supposed 
that  they  were  dr.'iwn  together  by  a report  in  circulation  that 
the  bishop  had  informed  the  mayor  that  there  were  five  thou- 
sand armed  Irishtnen  in  the  city,  over  whom  he  had  no  control, 
and  who  were  dettirmined  to  show  fight — gen.  Lyman  consider- 
ed it  his  duty  to  come  forward  and  address  his  fellow  citizens 
upon  the  sq^liject.  He  assured  them  that  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  report,  and  that  there  was  no  reason  to  apprehend 
an  assault  from  the  people  referred  to.  At  the  same  time  he 
took  occasion  to  caution  them  against  all  other  reports  of  the 
kitid,  and  to  solicit  a continuance  of  their  aid  in  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  city.  'I’liis  address  of  the  mayor  gave  general  sa- 
tisf.iction,  and  the  crowd  sooti  after  disfiersed. 

“In  the  night,  nothing  occurred  worthy  of  special  notice. 
The  civil  and  military  authirrities  vveie  on  duty  all  night,  pre- 
p.ared  to  act  in  c.-ise  of  necessity.  They  deserve  credit  for  the 
promptness  with  which  they  assembh^d.  n'heir  patriotism  in 
an  emergency  of  this  kind,  when  it  is  the  duty  of  every  good 
citizen  to  act,  cannot  be  doubled.” 

The  Transcript  says — A mob  occupieil  the  convent  grounds 
from  11  o’clock  last  night  until  half  past  two  this  morning, 
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[Wednesday].  There  was  no  force,  civil  or  military,  to  oppose 
their  violence^  and  they  destroyed  a great  number  of  valuable 
fruit  trees,  tore  up  the  choicest  vines  of  the  grapery,  pulled 
down  the  fence,  and  made  a bonfire,  and  no  one  resisted  them!! 
The  Charleston  light  infantry  were  on  duty  at  Mr.  Cutter’s 
house,  but  having  been  specially  posted  there  to  guard  his  pro- 
perty, they  did  not  feel  authorised  to  leave  their  station  to  go 
to  the  protection  of  the  convent.  The  Cliarlestovvn  phalanx 
were  on  duty  at  the  Catholic  church  in  that  town. 

The  ^tlas  says — The  city  has  been,  during  the  evening,  in  a 
state  of  much  alarm  and  excitement.  Fiom  the  unallayed  fury 
of  the  ruffians  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  their  renewed  acts  of 
outrage  in  burning  the  vines  and  fences  attached  to  the  con- 
vent, without  the  interposition  of  either  the  civil  or  military  au- 
thority spoken  of  by  the  valorous  selectmen  of  Charlestown, 
apprehensions  were  entertained  of  some  serious  collision  with 
the  Catholics.  Various  rumors  were  current  during  the  after- 
noon and  evening,  of  a nature  to  inflame  to  a still  higher  degree 
the  excited  feelings  of  the  public.  Many  of  our  citizens  enroll- 
ed themselves  with  the  mayor,  as  volunteers,  for  the  perform- 
ance of  patrol  duty.  Several  of  the  military  companies  are 
under  arms,  and  the  whole  city  is  now  under  the  protection  of 
a numerous  armed  watch. 

Proclamation  by  his  excellency  John  Davis,  governor  of  Ihe  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts. 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  representations  made  to  me  by  the 
several  committees  of  vigilance  of  Charlestown  and  Boston, 
which  representations,  in  substance,  are  confirmed  by  the  at- 
torney general  of  the  commonwealth,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
11th  inst.  a large  number  of  persons  assembled  in  Charlestown, 
by  preconcerted  designs  of  violence,  and  proceeded  in  a high- 
handed manner,  in  disregard  of  the  civil  authorities,  and  in  de- 
fiance of  the  laws,  with  fire,  and  acts  of  outrage,  to  demolish 
the  building  called  the  Ursuline  convent,  to  lay  waste  the  gar- 
dens and  grounds,  and  to  break  open  and  desecrate  the  sepul- 
chres of  the  dead,  having  previously  compelled  a large  number 
of  females,  then  dwelling  in  said  building,  many  of  whom  were 
pupils,  in  a school,  and  of  tender  age,  to  seek  safety  in  flight, 
and  to  take  refuge  in  the  fields.  And  whereas  it  also  appears 
that  after  much  investigation,  the  civil  magistrates  and  other 
officers  of  the  law  are  unable  to  discover  the  perpetrators  of  this 
daring  outrage,  and  that  the  ordinary  and  common  course  of 
proeeedings  is  thus  proved  to  be  ineffectual. 

Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  said  commit- 
tees, and  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vested  in  me  by  law,  I 
do  offer,  in  behalf  of  the  commonwealth,  a reward  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  cause  the  said 
offenders  or  any  of  them,  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  to 
conviction,  which  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  paid  to 
one  or  more  persons,  as  existing  facts  upon  conviction  of  an 
offender  or  offenders,  and  the  ends  of  justice  may  require. 

And  I do  further  call  upon  all  the  good  citizens  of  this  com- 
monwealth to  aid  in  healing  the  wound  which  the  laws  have 
received  by  this  open  contempt  of  their  authority,  and  this  wan- 
ton disregard  of  private  rights.  I appeal  to  them  to  be  vigilant 
in  preserving  the  public  peace,  and  in  sustaining  the  civil  au- 
thority. Their  discountenance  of  such  proceedings  will  restore 
confidence,  and  make  our  peaceable  institutions  sufficiently 
powerful  to  overawe  insubordination,  and  meet  any  emergency. 
If  the  people  will  it,  there  will  be  no  more  destruction  of  pri- 
vate property,  or  invasion  of  private  rights,  by  open  acts  of  vio- 
lence. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- four, 
and  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States.  JOHN  DAVIS. 

By  his  excellency  the  governor. 

Edward  D.  Bangs,  secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

Scraps  from  various  sources. 

The  letter  from  bishop  Fenwick  to  the  father  of  the  young  lady, 
was  given  in  our  last,  and  it  is  not  worth  while  to  repeat  it.  It 
relieves  the  nuns  of  all  manner  of  blame.  The  bishop  is  one 
of  the  most  worthy  and  benevolent  men  that  lives — a native  of 
Maryland,  and  connected  with  several  of  the  most  respectable 
families  in  this  state.  He  has  always  been  zealous  to  do  good, 
and,  without  hesitation,  exposed  his  health  and  life  to  relieve 
or  comfort  the  afflicted.  He  was  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  brave 
and  benevolent  men  who  volunteered  their  inestimable  services 
in  Baltimore,  when  visited  by  the  yellow  fever  some  years  ago, 
and  every  body  who  know  him,  even  by  reputation,  will  place 
implicit  reliance  in  any  statement  made  by  him,  however  strong 
may  be  their  religious  prejudices. 

The  superior  of  the  convent  appears  to  have  conducted  herself 
with  great  propriety— she  rejoiced  that  the  children  all  escaped 
uninjured,  and  was  quite  patient  under  the  loss  of  property, 
which  she  estimated,  at  f40,000.  This  is  a small  matter,  and 
can  easily  be  redressed,  as  no  doubt  it  speedily  will  be;  but  the 
stain  of  the  outrage  will  remain. 

There  was  an  insurance  at  the  American  office  on  the  build- 
ing to  the  amount  of  $12,000,  and  $2,000  also  on  the  furniture; 
but  no  part  of  this  will  be  available  to  the  proprietors  under  the 
circumstances  of  thi.:  occasion.  The  policy  does  not  apply  to 
occasions  of  this  kind. 

As  many  as  ten  or  eleven  engines  from  Boston,  besides  five 
from  CItarIcstown,  and  some  from  Cambridge,  repaired  to  the 
spot,  hill  only  to  swell  the  crowd  of  spectators.  The  firemen 


of  course  were  under  the  control  of  the  Charlestown  engineers, 
and  by  these  were  requested,  as  we  are  told,  not  to  play  upon 
the  buildings — no  water  was  thrown  by  any  of  the  engines. 
The  nearest  which  could  be  used  to  any  extent,  was  that  of  the 
Middlesex  canal. 

The  whole  party  of  the  assailants  were  disguised.  All  of 
them,  so  far  ns  we  can  learn,  had  their  faces  painted — some 
after  an  Indian  fashion,  and  others,  in  other  ways;  and  a part 
of  the  number  employed  devices  and  disguises  of  various  other 
descriptions,  adapted  to  conceal  the  individuals  concerned  in 
the  outrage,  from  recognition. 

A valuable  silver  chalice,  which  was  placed  in  its  tabernacle 
and  deposited  for  safe  keeping  in  the  convent  tomb,  which  in- 
famy has  desecrated,  was  stolen  by  the  violators  of  the  grave. 

The  following  infamous  paragraph  is  copied  from  the  New 
York  Evening  Post — 

Boston  but  a few  days  ago  signalized  itself  by  a “whig”  re- 
joicing at  the  incendiary  decapitation  of  our  chief  magistrate’s 
revered  image;  and  now  it  sends  its  rabble  out  to  btirn  a house 
devoted  to  religious  uses,  and  maltreat  if  not  slay  its  peaceful 
female  inmates — beings  retired  from  the  world,  and  devoted  to 
the  service  of  God. 

The  riots  ceased  after  the  2d  night — but  a public  force  was 
held  in  readiness  for  several  nights,  in  Boston. 

The  Boston  Courier  of  the  15th  says:  We  heard  a rumor,  last 
evening,  that  the  committee  of  investigation  had  obtained  some 
important  testimony,  which  would  probably  lead  to  a discovery 
of  the  ring  leaders  of  the  Charlestown  mob. 

The  mayor  and  police  and  military  of  Boston,  so  far  as  they 
could  act,  which  was  only  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  deserve 
the  highest  praise  for  good  conduct. 

Many  persons  have  been  arrested  as  participants  in  this  out- 
rage, and  some  examinations  had — which  it  will  be  time  enough 
to  notice  when  the  proceedings  on  the  case  are  matured. 
There  is  much  zeal  to  pursue  the  offenders.  One  has  turned 
slate’s  evidence,  and  it  was  thought  that  irnfKrrtant  facts  would 
be  obtained  through  him.  He  had  already  implicated  several 
persons. 

The  selectmen  of  Charlestown  issued  a notice,  charging  the 
attack  and  conflagration  of  the  convent  on  persons  from.  Bos- 
ton. This  caused  a bitter  excitement  in  that  city,  os  may  be 
seen  by  the  following  paragraph  from  the  Transcript: 

The  fire  bells  rang  in  Charlestown  on  Friday  night.  The  in- 
discreet conduct  (we  use  a mild  term)  of  the  selectmen  of 
Charlestown,  had  produced  a deep  sensation  of  indignation, 
and  we  do  not  believe — even  if  the  draws  of  the  bridges  had  not 
been  raised — that  our  citizens  would  have  gone  voluntarily  to 
the  protection  of  Charlestown,  had  it  been  one  general  scene  of 
conflagration.  But  the  Charlestown  selectmen  have  made  a 
public  recantation  of  their  reflections  on  the  citizens  of  Boston — 
they  say  their  resolutions  were  written  in  “a  nroment  of  great 
excitement  and  confusion.” 

The  selectmen  of  Charlestown  have  also  issued  a notice  re 
questing  a suspension  of  public  opinion,  and  promising  a full 
statement  of  all  the  facts  that  can  be  obtained,  &c. 

The  superior  of  the  convent  has  published  a list  of  the  scho- 
lars (chiefly  from  Boston,  but  some  from  distant  places),  and  of 
the  principal  articles  of  property  lost  by  each.  We  notice  se- 
veral pianos,  harps  and  guitars,  silver  tumblers  and  spoons, 
music  and  other  books,  watches  and  articles  of  jewellery,  and 
other  things  too  tedious  to  mention.  A large  amount  in  money 
belonging  to  its  various  inmates,  with  the  books  and  papers, 
IStc.oflhe  convent  were  destroyed.  Indeed, nothing  was  saved, 
except  what  the  nuns  and  the  scholars  had  on  their  backs. 

The  Boston  Transcript  says — “The  destruction  of  the  bishop’s 
lodge  in  front  of  the  convent,  has  not  excited  much  comment; 
but  we  cannot  forbear  expressing  our  regret — especially  since 
the  publication  of  the  course  adopted  by  that  prelate  on  this  oc- 
casion— that  a large  and  valuable  library,  consisting  of  classical 
and  other  works,  should  have  been  utterly  consumed  in  the 
common  ruin  which  overwhelmed  the  whole  establishment; 
not  a single  book  was  saved.” 

The  Mercantile  Journal  says — The  innocent  cause  of  all  the 
tumult  at  the  Ursuline  convent  at  mount  Benedict,  is  Miss  Eli- 
zabeth Harrison,  a native  of  Philadelphia.  Previous  to  leaving 
the  institution  she  had  been  unwell,  and  at  the  time  was  labor- 
ing under  a partial  mental  derangement.  She  was  a te.icher  of 
music  in  the  convent,  and  her  relatives  and  friends  called  on 
her  whenever  they  desired,  except  during  school  hours,  and 
were  nover  refused  admittance.  She  has  a brother  in  this  city, 
Mr.  Thomas  Harrison,  an  intelligent  and  industrious  copper 
plate  engraver,  in  the  employ  of  the  Boston  Bewic  company, 
from  whom  these  facts  are  elicited,  and  he  assures  us  that  there 
was  nothing  about  the  convent,  or  the  treatment  of  his  sister,  in 
the  least  degree,  calculated  to  cause  the  past  or  present  excite- 
ment, other  than  the  fact  of  her  leaving  as  above  stated,  and 
that  his  sister  was  not  aware  that  her  liberty  was  in  the  least 
restrained.  Her  taking  the  veil  was  a voluntary  act,  and  she 
has  no  disposition,  and  no  consideration,  she  assures  her  bro- 
ther, would  induce  her  to  relinquish  the  order. 

[Another  paper  adds  that  she  has  been  in  the  convent  four 
teen  years,  and  was  2nd  or  3rd  in  authority]. 
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A little  table,  copied  from  the  New  York  Commercial, 
of  the  votes  given  for  president  and  vice  president  at  the 
election  of  1832,  presents  a singular  comment  on  what  is 
called  the  “uo/ce  of  the  people.''  The  plurality  of  the 
popular  vote  in  favor  of  president  Jackson  was  very 
small,  compared  with  the  force  of  his  electoral  vote;  and 
vice  president  Vu7i  Buren  was  elected  by  a minority  of 
the  votes  of  the  |)eople,  though  chosen  by  a large  majority 
of  the  votes  of  the  electors;  and,  had  the  rule  that  ap- 
plies to  the  electors  been  extended  to  the  votes  of  the 
people,  Mr,  Van  Buren  would  hardly  have  been  vice 
president  of  the  United  Stales,  at  this  lime — for  the  se- 
nate might  not  have  preferred  him. 

We  have  no  wish  to  disturb  the  federal  principles  es- 
tablished in  the  constitution — but  it  would  be  well  if 
those  who  speak  so  much  about  the  voice  of  the  people 
would  look  to  the  facts.  One  of  the  strongest  election- 
eering points  made  against  Mr.  Adams  was,  that  he  was 
“a  minority  president” — the  fact  exists  that  Mr.  Van 
Buren  is  a minority  vice  president,  and  will  be  a minority- 
president,  in  case  of  the  decease  or  resignation  of  gen. 
Jackson. 

The  usual  notices  of  the  progress  of  the  elections  are 
given  in  a subsequent  page.  We  always  endeavor,  in 
things  of  this  sort,  and,  indeed,  in  all  others,  with  fideli- 
ty, and  in  mildness,  to  state  the  facts  as  they  appear  unto 
us,  so  far  as  they  are  considered  necessary  to  the  public 
inlormation  or  curiosity — but  cannot  make  ourselves  re- 
sponsible for  tlie  truth  of  any  statements  of  the  kind. 
The  “Globe,”  however,  on  a late  occasion,  insisted  that 
there  were  “liabilities”  in  such  cases,  even  in  innocently 
copying  misstatements  or  errors.  How  then  does  the 
editor  feel  for  having  himself  origmally  proclaimed  Mr. 
Letcher’s  majority  to  be  only,  and  exactly,  95 — which  is 
officially  shewn  to  be  270?  Will  Ae  take  home,  for  him- 
self, that  liability  which  he  would  impose  on  others?  No 
— tlje  essential  difference  that  there  is  between  mextm  and 
tnum  forbids  that! 

Though  gatherings  of  large  numbers  of  the  people  at 
Philadelphia  to  commit  acts  of  violence,  had  ceased  after 
the  third  night — many  excesses  subsequently  took  place, 
and  colored  persons,  when  engaged  in  their  usual  avoca- 
tions, were  repeatedly  assailed  and  maltreated, especially 
on  the  Schuylkill  front  of  the  city.  Parties  of  white 
men  have  insisted  that  no  blacks  shall  be  employed  in 
certain  departments  of  labor.  This  is  going  a “conside- 
rable length.” 

The  examination  of  persons  supposed  to  have  partici- 
jiated  in  the  late  riots  at  Charlestown,  .Mass,  is  still  going 
on.  A handbill  had  been  circulated,  however,  threaten- 
ing the  assassination  of  persons  who  should  give  testimony 
tending  to  convict  the  offenders.  It  is  given  out  that  the 
destruction  of  the  convent  was  the  result  of  a deliberate 
conspiracy!  We  hope  that  this  is  not  true.  But  there 
are  fanatics  and  knaves  in  almost  every  sect — persons 
that  would  burn  a man’s  body  for  the  good  of  his  soul! — 
in  administration  of  the  Divine  goodness  and  mercy. 

The  treaty  lately  concluded  with  the  Chickasaio  \n- 
dians  is  given  at  full  length — as  conveying  information 
and  making  a record  of  certain  new  or  im])ortant  princi- 
ples which  are  established  l)etween  the  United  States 
and  the  original  possessors  of  the  soil.  Those  who  feel 
an  interest  in  the  past  history  or  future  condition  of  the 
Indian  nations,  will  give  this  treaty  a careful  reading. 

We  notice  accounts  of  several  late  fatal  accidents  to 
bricklayers  and  carpenters,  from  the  falling  of  scaffolds  on 
which  they  were  at  work.  In  looking  at  many  of  these 
scaffolds  we  have  only  wondered  that  such  accidents  were 
not  of  very  frequent  occurrence. 
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There  is  a prospect  of  an  exceedingly  great  crop  of 
cotton,  in  the  present  year — and  the  wheat  crop  has  been 
heavy;  but,  though  the  prospects  of  corn  are  not  Haltering 
In  the  middle  slates,  because  of  the  want  of  rain,  it  bids 
fair  to  yield  a very  large  product  in  the  southern. 

Among  our  political  selections  for  the  present  week, 
will  be  found  the  speech  oi  Edward  Evei-ett,  esq.  at  tho 
w hig  celebration  at  Salem,  Mass,  and  the  address  of  Mr. 
Thomas  and  ve\}\y  o(  Roger  B.  Taney,  on  the  recep- 
tion of  the  latter  at  Frederick,  Md.  After  the  last  was 
in  type,  we  received  the  speech  of  Mr.  1'.  at  the  public 
dinner  given  to  him,  or  should  have  preferred  it — but  it 
is  probable  that  some  ojiportunity  will  soon  occur  to  give 
it  an  appropriate  insertion. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Evei'ett,  of  Mass,  has  only  declined 
a re-election  to  congress,  and  not  resigned  his  present 
scat. 

In  a subsequent  jiage  will  be  found  an  account  of  tlie 
reception  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  by  the 
convention  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  in  session  at  Nash- 
ville. A great  public  dinner  was  also  given  to  him,  at 
which  he  offered  the  following  toast: 

The  true  constitutional  currency,  gold  and  silver  coin — It  can 
cover  aiifl  protect  the  labor  of  our  country  without  the  aid  of  a 
national  bank,  an  institution  which  can  never  be  otherwise  than 
liostile  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  because  its  tendency  is  to 
associate  wealth  with  an  undue  power  over  the  public  interests. 

The  ])resident,  in  his  toast  at  Nashville,  speaks  of 
gold  and  silver  as  the  true  “constitutional  currency;”  but 
last  year,  in  New  York,  the  capital  of  the  local  banks 
was  increased  in  the  large  sum  of  $3,600,000 — and  in  all 
the  states,  perhaps,  to  the  amount  of  8 or  10  millions  of 
dollars. 

The  “New  York  Evening  Post”  thus  proclaims  war 
against  the  local  banks — • 

We  freely  state  that  we  desire  the  legislature,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, to  restiici  banks  from  i^suing  from  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  act,  any  notes  of  a less  denomination  than  five  dollars; 
and  that  we  wish  this  to  be  merely  a first  step  in  a series  of 
measures,  which  we  shall  not  consider  completed,  as  long  as  a 
bank  note  of  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  is  in  circulation,  or 
as  long  as  an  incorporated  bank  exists. 

And  some  of  the  papers  of  the  interior  seem  willing 
to  forbid  the  issue  of  bank  notes  for  less  than  10  dollars. 
We  shall  see  whether  these  do  not  change  their  minds — 
after  the  election.  There  are  30  millions  of  bank  capi- 
tal in  New  York,  chiefly  under  charge  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  “safety  fund.  ” 

The  “Globe”thinks  it  may  be  “doubted”  whether  the 
bank  of  the  U.  S.  does  not  violate  its  charter,  by  refus- 
ing to  redeem  its  notes  in  gold!  Is  not  silver  coin  a 
legal  tender?  We  always  thought  that  it  was.  Where 
is  the  gold? 

But  it  is  charged,  that  the  bank  had  procured  35,000 
dollars  in  half  eagles  at  the  mint  (probably  coined  out  of 
its  own  gold),  and  yet  refuses  to  pay  its  notes  in  half 
eagles.  The  sum  stated,  as  a business  concern,  is  like 
the  bite  of  a flea  on  the  hide  of  a rhinoceros.  But  why 
this  anxiety  about  gold?  If  its  circulation  is  designed  to 
operate  against  the  bank,  may  not  the  bank  retain  its  own 
gold  to  protect  itself — without  “violating  its  charter!” 
But  the  bank  cares  nothing  about  it.  The  office  in  Bal- 
timore freely  ])ays  out  gold — when  happening  to  have  it. 
But  the  quantity  of  the  new  coins  is  contemptible,  if  to 
be  spoken  of  as  currency.  It  will  not  supply  one  sherw 
piece  for  every  election  district! 

We  perceive,  (says  a Pliiladelphia  paper),  tliat  captain' 
R.  F.  Stockton  lias  returned  from  London,  whither  he 
went  on  a successful  mission  to  negotiate  a loan  for  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  rail  road,  and  the  canal  company. 
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It*  all  who  deal  on  borrowed  cai>ital  ought  to  break, 
what  should  happen  to  this  company  who  have  mortgag- 
ed their  road  and  canal  to  foreigners?  If  “perish  credit,” 
is  the  word — let  the  road  and  canal  perish! 

Several  articles  have  been  published  in  the  papers  as 
to  great  losses  sustained,  or  serious  difficulties  encoun- 
tered, by  the  Union  bank  of  Tennessee,  in  consequence 
of  certain  “experiments”  on  the  currency,  and  negotia- 
tions entered  into  at  Baltimore.  We  know  notliing  of 
the  state  of  this  bank,  and,  certainly,  do  not  wish  it  any 
harm — but  it  must  soon  become  manifest,  we  think,  that 
the  local  banks  are  incapable  of  can-ying  on  the  exchan- 
ges of  the  country,  each  one  having  its  own,  and  sepa- 
rated interest  to  pursue. 

The  N.  York  Courier  calls  the  new  gold  pieces'  “the 
decxsitated  coin.” 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Patriot,  dated 
Hagerstown,  Md.  Aug.  30,  1834,  says — ■ 

“You  will  receive  enclosed  five  dollars,  canal  scrip,  which  is 
chiefly  all  the  kind  of  money  we  can  see  here,  in  these  experi- 
ment times.” 

The  note  or  canal  scrip  is  signed  John  P.  Ingle,  clerk,  and 
John  H.  Eaton,  president.  Is  this  a sample  of  the  “better  cur- 
rency,” proposed. 

Large  quantities  of  specie  are  arriving  from  Mexico — 
much  of  it  on  account  of  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  in 
that  country. 

American  nankeens,  manufactured  in  Rhode  Island, 
from  cotton  grown  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
present  secretary  of  state,  have  obtained  a high  and  well- 
deserved  reputation,  for  the  durability  of  the  cloth,  and 
the  fastness  of  its  natural  color. 

The  conduct  of  the  post  master  at  Philadelphia  is  se- 
verely assailed,  because  that  a large  quantity  of  public 
documents  franked  from  Washington,  by  col.  Watmough, 
for  the  use  of  his  constituents,  had  been  sold  to  a grocer, 
(enveloped,  and  addressed  and  franked),  as  waste  paper. 
The  excuse  made  is  that  the  persons  to  whom  they  were 
addressed  could  not  be  found.  This  is  denied,  and  the 
Commercial  Intelligencer  says — 

Among  the  hundred  weights  of  public  documents  and  papers 
suppressed  and  sold  by  the  post  office  clerks,  there  is  not  a sin- 
gle frank  of  Joel  B.  Sutherland,  nor  a single  copy  of  the  Globe, 
to  be  foundl 

A great  public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  F-wing,  at 
Chillicothe,  O.  on  the  7th  inst.  and  another  at  Charles- 
town, Kanawha,  Va.  on  the  12th.  He  was  invited  to  se- 
veral other  places,  but  being  obliged  to  proceed  for  Wash- 
ington, as  one  of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  post 
office,  he  was  compelled  to  decline  the  attentions  propos- 
ed to  be  paid  to  him.  The  following  is  the  complimen- 
tary toast  that  was  paid  him  in  Cliillicothe — 

By  the  president  of  the  day — Thomas  Ewinz,  of  Ohio — A 
strong  man,  both  under  his  own  constitution  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  people:  with  the  same  nerve  that  fi-lied  the  forests  of 
the  west,  he  is  now  lopping  the  corrupt  excrescences  of  patron- 
age— a good  workman  for  constitutional  wages — without  “ex- 
tra allowance,”  save  and  except  the  approbation  of  a grateful 
people. 

A meeting  of  individuals  from  various  parts  of  the  state 
of  New  York  is  to  be  held  on  the  11th  of  September,  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  applying  to  the  state  legislature  to 
cause  a ship  canal  to  be  constructed  from  Lake  Ontario 
to  Utica  and  Albany.  If  this  grand  project  to  aid  inter- 
nal navigation  is  carried  into  efect,  it  will  add  greatly  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  state,  and  tend  also  to  increase  the 
riches  of  the  west. 

Between  the  16th  and  23d  instant,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  tons  of  merchandise  left  Wheeling  for  Baltimore! 

The  people  of  Boston  (says  a cotemporary)  liave  just 
closed  their  most  interesting  annual  festival,  that  of  ihe 
the  public  schools.  The  premiums  for  superiority  were 
distributed  to  the  deserving  scholars  with  becoming  “cir- 
cumstance,” and  then  the  city  authorities,  with  numer- 
ous guests  and  the  successful  scholars,  marched  to  Fa- 


neuil  Hall,  and  partook  of  a sumptuous  dinner.  Such  a 
feast,  with  such  guests,  old  and  young,  may  justly  be 
called  “a  feast  of  reason.” 

TItis  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  ceremonies  of  the 
east — as  well  as  a truly  glorious  one.  Cobbett,  however, 
thinks  that  general  education  has  rendered  much  injury 
to  the  people.  We  do  not  tliink  so! 

The  JSTational  Intelligencer  says — 

Our  worst  appreiumsioiis  for  tbe  safely  of  the  expedition  to 
the  far  west,  composed  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  &c.  already 
begin  to  be  realized.  Brigadier  general  Leavemrorlh,  who  com- 
manded it  in  chief,  is  no  more— he  died  of  bilious  fever,  at  a 
place  called  Cross  Timbers,  on  the  21st  of  last  month;  and  one 
or  two  other  officers  are  reported  to  be  ill.  'I'he  command,  by 
the  death  of  general  L.  devolved  on  colonel  Dodge,  of  the  dra- 
goons. 'J’he  first  act  of  his  command,  we  hope  to  learn,  will 
have  been  to  cause  the  expedition  to  retrace  its  steps.  We  shall 
await  with  anxiety  further  intelligence  of  its  movements. 

Lieut.  G.  W.  McClure,  of  the  dragoons,  has  also  died. 

A letter  is  published  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce  dat- 
ed Hamilton,  Bermuda,  August  12,  which  says — 

Every  thing  goes  on  here  even  with  more  regularity  now  tlran 
before  the  negroes  were  liberated.  They  will  soon  too,  I fear, 
feel  the  loss  which  the  change  has  brought  with  it,  for  it  is  im- 
possible they  can  all  find  employment  here.  Some  families  hav- 
ing as  slaves  15  or  20  domestics,  now  keep  but  3 or  4;  and  as 
every  one  was  abundantly  supplied  when  they  w'ere  in  that 
Slate,  the  surplus  of  unemployed  muNt  seek  Uie  means  of  liveli- 
hood in  some  other  place,  and  that  it  would  be  a difficult  thing 
to  point  out,  as  many  of  them  are  not  familiar  w'iih  hard  work. 
They  will  find  their  lot  a bitter  one,  wherever  they  direct  their 
steps. 

We  much  regret  to  learn,  th.at  the  cause  of  Santa  Anna, 
and  of  an  established  and  intolerant  church,  is  succeed- 
ing in  the  republic  of  Mexico — Puebla  having  surrender- 
ed oit  the  22d  July,  and  other  places  sending  in  their  ad- 
hesion, to  the  combined  forces  of  the  sword  and  the 
mitre. 

The  Boston  Transcript,  the  week  after  the  riots  at 
Charlestown,  had  the  following  article: 

“A  number  of  the  clergymen  of  the  city  and  vicinity  preached 
yesterday  from  texts  applicable  to  the  events  of  the  last  week. 
We  learn  that  the  rev.  Mr.  Walker,  of  Charlestown,  was  more 
than  usually  eloquent,  and  that  his  sermon  will  probably  be 
printed.  The  rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  of  the  Green  street  church,  preach- 
ed an  appropriate  and  most  exce.lleut  discourse  from  the  second 
epistle  of  Timothy;  ii.  ch.  5 v.  “And  if  a man  also  strive  for 
mastery,  yet  is  he  not  crowned,  except  he  strive  lawfully.” 
We  learn  that  Dr.  Beecher  also  made  the  events  the  subject  of 
a discourse  preached  from  the  re';.  Mr.  Blagden’s  pulpit.  Many 
other  clergymen  alluded  to  the  riots  and  rioters,  and  in  some 
instances  in  prayer  and  apt  selections  of  scriptural  lessons. 

“The  right  rev.  bishop  Fenwick  preached  at  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  and  addressed  his  auditors  in  the  spirit  of  the  text, 
“Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.”  He 
spoke  of  the  rioters  as  a small  body  of  lawless  men,  whose 
deeds  were  repudiated  by  the  whole  community,  and  urged 
those  of  his  hearers  whose  feelings  were  most  outraged  by  the 
late  occurrences  at  Charlestown  to  pursue  the  paths  of  peace. 
His  discourse  produced  a powerful  impression,  whose  end  is 
good.” 

A New  York  paper  gives  the  following  classification 
of  a political  convention  of  seventy  delegates,  that  recent- 
ly met  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  “to  settle  the  affairs  of 
the  nation.” 

1 United  States  senator;  1 member  of.congress;  2 members  of 
assembly;  1 county  clerk;  1 auctioneer;  1 master  in  chancery; 
1 inspector  ofleather;  3 judges  of  county  courts;  8 custom  house 
officers;  1 sheriff;  4 deputy  sheriffs;  14  postmasters;  17  justices 
of  the  peace;  6 commissioners  of  deeds;  6 supervisors;  Scon- 
stables — ’iO  exactly. 

Settlers  are  still  arriving  in  great  numbers  at  Quebeic; 
and  many  perish  with  the  cholera  in  that  city  and  at  Mon- 
treal, or  at  points  reached  by  them  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  accounts  from  Greece  are  rather  of  a pacific  cha- 
racter— and  two  battalions  of  the  German  troops  were 
about  to  return  home.  The  Greeks  enter  the  service  of 
king  Otho  freely.  Some  wholesome  reforms  are  going 
on.  A Greek  journal  says — 

“There  were  in  Greece  518  convents,  which  contained  only 
4,111  monks  and  287  nuns.  Only  83  had  six  or  more  monks, 
many  had  only  two,  or  one,  or  none  at  all.  Reckoning  the  in- 
come of  each  convent  at  only  1,000  drachms,  518,000  drachms 
w€ie  annually  thrown  away,  and  this  revenue  might  easily  be 
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doubled.  Now,  however,  tlie  reiiiaiiiiii''  monks  and  nuns  have 
been  collected  in  a small  number  of  convents,  there  to  devote 
themselves  to  their  original  destination,  prayers  and  agriculture, 
and  to  pay  the  tithes  to  the  ecclesiastical  treasury.  The  re- 
maining convents  itre  suppressed,  and  their  revenues  added  to 
the  church  lunds.” 

ELECTIONS. 

With  respect  to  North  Carolina^  the  “Globe”  of  the  25ih 
says — 

“We  have  returns  from  35  counties  in  Morth  Oarolina,  eiving 
61  members  to  the  ranks  of  the  Jackson  democracy,  and  49  an- 
tics of  ail  complexions.  There  are  29  c<iuniics  to  hear  Irom, 
which  we  have  no  doubt,  from  the  political  character  of  the 
districts,  vvdl  double  the  majority.  We  have  a letter  from  a 
Biember  ofcmigress,  who  informs  us  that  his  district  has  given 
a majority  against  the  administration,  stating  tlnit  the  other  sec- 
tions of  the  stale  have  returned  the  majority  which  was  antici- 
pated fur  the  administration.” 

The  same  (raper  also  mentions  that  Mr.  Branch,  (one  of  the 
dismissed  secretaries),  has  been  elected,  and  that  the  seal  of 
the  “bank  candidate”  returned  for  Fayetteville,  will  be  contest- 
ed. A letter  from  Fayetteville,  so  far  as  the  returns  are  receiv- 
ed, claims  84  for  the  administration  and  puts  down  54  as  op- 
posed or  doubtful.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  freely  said  that  it 
majority  will  not  sustain  the  re-election  of  Mr.  irowu  to  the 
senate  of  the  United  States;  and  the  North  Carolina  Whig 
stales  that  Bedford  Brown,  U.  S.  senator  from  that  state,  whose 
time  expires  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  has  not  the  smallest 
clianee  of  re-election.  The  whigs  have  a decided  majority  in 
both  branches  of  the  legislature.* 

The  returns  are  nearly  all  in  for  Kentucky,  and  the  following 
results  appear — 

For  the  house  of  representatives  it  is  ascertained  that  74 
“whigs”  have  been  elected,  and  the  remaining  26  members  of 
the  house,  100  in  all,  are  possibly  Jacksonians.  In  the  last 
house  the  parlies  stood  60  to  40. 

The  senate  consists  of  21  whigs  and  16  Jacksonians,  and 
there  is  one  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  decease  of  a senator  at 
so  short  a time  previous  to  the  election  that  the  necessary 
measures  could  not  be  taken  to  order  an  opening  of  the  polls  to 
supply  the  vacaiicy.  Last  year  the  senate  stood  20  Jackso- 
iiians,  18  whigs.  The  following  is  said  to  shew  the  actual  re- 
sults— 

In  a joint  ballot,  (there  is  one  vacancy),  the  whole  vote  is 
138 — of  these,  last  year,  77  were  whigs  and  61  administration; 
now  the  slate  of  patties  is  95  whigs  and  41  adm.  Majority  on 
joint  ballot  54,  or  a gain  since  last  year  of  38. 

The  sheriffs  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  have  added  up 
the  polls,  and  officially  returned  Mr.  Letcher  as  elected  to  con- 
gress by  a majority  of  270. 

The  returns  of  the  election  of  governor  of  Indiana,  so  far  as 
received,  shew  iIib  following  aggregates: 

For  Mr.  Noble.'. (32,954 

Mr.  Read 24,055 

The  votes  for  lieutenant  governor  are  in  about  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  the  anti  Jacksoil  candidate,  3Ir.  Wallace,  is  cho- 
sen. 

The  Indiana  “Democrat”  issued  the  following  in  an  extra,  on 
the  29th  July  last,  heading  it  ‘'■Glorious  news.’” 

“We  have  heard  from  every  county  in  col.  Kinnard’s district, 
and  we  arc  safe  in  estimating  that  judge  Rend  will  obtain  in  the 
distiict  a majority  of  FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  VOTES.  Let 
the  freemen  of  the  stale  go  and  do  likewise  and  victory  is  cer- 
tain.” 

But  the  Indiana  Journal  of  the  16th  August  coldly  publishes 
the  late  returns  from  the  several  counties,  which  have  the  fol- 
lowing results: 

There  are  13  counties,  and  twelve  of  them  gave  majorities  to 
Mr.  Noble,  whose  aggregate  vote  is  6,416  against  4.388  given  to 
Mr.  Read — being  mote  than  2,000  in  favor  of  Mr.  Noble  instead 
of  1,500  against  him.  This  was  a great  change  beiween  the 
29th  of  July,  and  the  4th  of  August — the  day  of  the  election. 

The  Indiana  papers  do  not  particularly  slate  the  political 
character  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  chosen;  hut  there 
seems  to  be  a decided  anti-Jackson  majority  in  that  body,  and 
a very  large  one  more  especially  opposed  to  Mr.  Fan  Buren,  as 
the  succes.sor  of  the  general.  This  will  be  regarded  important, 
if  the  report  is  true  that  Mr.  Tipton  is  about  io  resign  his  seat 
in  the  senate  of  the  United  Stales — not  feeling  at  liberty  to  sup- 
port the  administration  any  longer.  It  is  added  that  several  of 
the  members  of  the  house  of  representatives  from  this  stale 
had  so  changed  their  opinions,  since  their  return  home. 

The  returns  are  from  25  counties  of  Illinois.  The  result  stands 
thus: 

Duncan,  7,529  McLaughlin,  2,521— Kinney,  4,347. 
McL.  2,521 

Wbitr,  10,050 

Van  Buren,  4,347  [Kinney] 

Whig  maj.  5,703 


*VVe  h.ive  to  hear  from  other  sources. 

(Later  accounts  say  that  Mr.  Noble’s  majority  is  9,5.53,  and 
only  two  counties  to  be  heard  from,  which  will  not  vary  the  re- 
sult 100  votes. 


The  same  counties  in  18.32 — the  vote  stood  for  Jackson,  8,946 
— Clay,  4,001 — majority,  4,945.  Shewing  a change,  as  it  is  said, 
of  10,668  votes. 

There  is  very  little,  if  any,  doubt  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Dun- 
can, by  a large  majority. 

’File  Louisville  Jouru.il  of  the  19th  says — A gentleman  of  this 
place,  just  from  Illinois,  slates  Hurt  Mills,  the  whig  candidate  for 
conu're.<s,  is  elected — that  Reynolds,  (late  governor  of  Illinois), 
an  avowed  advocate  of  the  bank,  and  opposer  of  the  removal  of 
deposiies,  of  the  protect,  and  ofMartin  Van  Buren,  is  also  elect- 
ed to  the  same  station — and  that  Casey,  the  third  member  elect- 
ed to  congress*,  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  bank  in  order  to 
secure  his  election. 

W^e  think,  however,  from  other  accounts,  that  iMr.  Mills  has 
not  been  elected.  It  would  seem,  iievertlieless,  that  the  candi- 
dates liir  coiiitress  “pleducd  ihcuiselves  to  vole  for  a renewal 
of  the  charier  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  oppose 
the  succession  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.” 

On  these  points  Mr.  Duncan’s  opinions  are  well  known,  lie 
voted  with  the  minority  in  the  house  of  representatives  on  near- 
ly every  (luestioii  concerning  the  bank,  or  the  deposiies,*  and 
so  also  in  the  < use  of  the  contested  election  between  Messrs. 
Letcher  and  Mooie,  and  on  others  when  there  appeared  to  be  a 
rallying  of  parties — as  may  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

We  add  the  following  extract  from  Mr.  Kinney’s  address  to 
the  electors — “But,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Illinois  de- 
sire the  lecliarter  of  the  United  States  bank,  or  the  charier  of 
another,  it  would  seem  to  be  desirable  that  our  representative, 
who  is  now  rny  eompeiiior  for  the  office  of  governor,  should  be 
perniitled  to  remain  where  lie  is.” 

We  have  later  returns,  as  follows: 


For.  Mr.  Duncan ..8,575 

Mr.  McLaughlin 2,667 

Mr.  Kinney 5,935 


There  are  partial  returns  from  Missouri.  It  seems  that  cer- 
tain proposed  amendmenls  of  the  constitution  were  made  fhe’ 
chief  (jiiestion  at  the  polls.  3'he  Bowling  Green  (Missouri) 
“Journal”  of  the  12ih  has  the  returns  from  several  counties,  and 
gays— “So  far  as  heard  from  in  the  Mississippi  district,  the  anti- 
Jackson  party  have  a niiijoriiy  of  the  members  in  the  lower 
house— in  the  seriate  equal.”  But  the  .St.  Louis  “Republican” 
of  the  15ih,  speakiim  of  the  election  of  a senator  of  the  United 
Stales,  [51r.  Linn  holding  his  present  place  by  appointment  of 
the  troveriiorj,  uives  us  to  nnderstand  that  no  other  than  a 
“Jackson  man”  can  expect  to  be  chosen.  We  meet  with  the 
followirur,  however,  as  taken  from  the  St.  Louis  Advocate,  said 
to  be  a tliorouuli  going  adiiiiiiislration  paper— “The  opposition 
ticket  for  the  lower  lioutc,  has  succeeded  by  four  to  two.  As 
far  as  our  election  has  gone,  we  augur  but  little  good  from  Iho 
next  legislature.” 

[I’crliaps  the  county  is  only  alluded  to  ] 

We  notice  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  a report  of  the  election 
of  two  Jackson  and  anti-bank  men  to  the  legislature  of  Missis- 
sipjii — and  this  is  all  the  particulars  that  we  have  of  the  elections 
in  that  state.  Mr.  J^ifcAic,  however,  decidedly  says,  that  Mr. 
Poindexter  “will  be  ousted.”  But  a New  Orleans  paper  of  the 
12lh  says — We  are  gratified  in  learning  that  Mr.  Poindexter’s 
re-election  to  the  senate  is  certain,  but  the  election  is  expected 
to  be  a close  contest.  In  about  a w'eek  we  may  look  for  suffi- 
cient returns  to  enable  us  to  form  a conclusive  opinion. 

There  was.  as  we  suggested  in  our  la«t,  a “mistake”  about 
the  result  of  the  elections  in  Jilnhaina.  'I’be  Huntsville  papers 
give  the  names  of  the  genllenieri  elected  in  13  or  14  counties, 
and  it  seems  that  the  ndmiiiistration  parly  has  succeeded  by  a 
large  majority — for  a letter  from  Tuscaloosa,  dated  August  7, 
says — 

“We  are  about  to  give  a dinner  to  King,  McKinley,  Clay, 
Mardis  and  IMurtiby;  and  in  honor  of  the  triumph  of  democratic 
principles,  gen.  Jackson  is  to  be  invited,  and  a messenger  has 
been  selected  to  bear  the  invitation  to  the  old  hero.  We  intend 
to  have  a great  jubilee  of  it.” 

(fl^The  Louisville  Journal  of  the  21st  says— We  are  not  yet 
able  to  give  full  returns  from  Indiana  and  Illinois,  but  our  friends 
need  no  longer  be  anxious  on  account  of  those  states.  In  both 
of  llieiii  revolution  has  done  its  perfect  work.  They  have  been 
“winnowed  by  the  wings  of  liberty.” 

P.  S.  Last  evening’s  mail  brought  us  some  accounts  from 
Rhode  Island,  the  election  in  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  whole  number  of  the  members  of  the,  assembly  is  72— it  is 
said  to  be  ascertained  that  39  whigs  are  elected— and  supposed 
that  parties  in  the  house  will  stand  40  whigs, 32  administration, 
and  asserted  that  in  the  “worst  possible  state  of  the  case,”  43 
out  ol  the  82  members  of  the  legislature,  (including  the  10  se- 
nators,  heretofore  elected),  will  vote  against  an  administration 
senator.  But  5 more,  or  48  against  34,  was  expected  to  shew 
the  real  state  of  the  parties.  We  shall  soon  have  the  facts. 


CHOLERA. 

Though  this  disease  appears  in  solitary  instances  at  some  new 
places,  it  is  not  bad  in  any  in  the  United  States,  nor  does  it 


*A11  except  one,  we  believe — of  importance. 
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seem  to  have  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  amongst  us — though  the 
contrary  appears  to  have  happened  in  Canada.  Buttlie  pesti- 
lence was  rapidly  declining  at  Quebec,  Montreal,  Toronto, 
Kingston,  &c. 

At  Mbany  the  disease  had  abated— the  last  report  mentioned 
only  one  death.  The  towns  on  the  Hudson,  we  believe,  may  be 
said  to  be  free  of  cholera. 

At  New  York  there  were  16  deaths  by  cholera  on  the  23d;  14 
on  the  24th;  26  on  the  25th;  21  on  the  26th;  24  on  the  27th;  and 
26  on  the  28th. 

In  New  York,  last  week,  the  deaths  amounted  to  367.  Of 
these  the  cholera  carried  oil'  134,  being  an  average  of  nineteen 
per  day.  167  were  children  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  deaths  by  cholera  at  New  York  have  generally  happened 
in  the  most  crowded  and  filthy  parts  of  the  city,  and  among  the 
worst  classes  ofits  inhabitants — but  there  were  some  few  decid- 
ed exceptions. 

Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  are  blest  with  good  health.  In 
the  last  week,  there  were  115  deaths  in  the  former,  of  which  78 
were  children;  and  70  in  the  latter,  42  being  children  under  5 
years  old. 

Individual  cases,  as  they  may  well  be  called,  have  happened 
at  many  places — but  it  does  not  seem  worth  the  while  to  name 
many  of  them. 

But  Buffalo  and  Detroit  have  been  nincli  afflicted,  and  we  re- 
gret to  say  that,  at  the  latest  dates,  the  cholera  was  yet  severe 
on  their  population.  About  20  casesjiappened  at  Cleveland,  an  A 
a few  at  Erie.  There  were 26  interments  at  Detroit  on  tlie  14th 
instant.  It  has  been  terrible  in  this  little  city. 

Among  the  deaths  at  Buffalo,  says  a N.  York  paper— VVe  re- 
gret to  perceive  announced  that  of  M.  Jl.  Andrews,  late  mayor  of 
that  city,  who  died  on  Monday  morning;  and  of  Mrs.  Andrews, 
who  died  on  the  preceding  night.  Mrs.  A.  was  the  daughter  of  tlie 
late  chief  justice  Hosnier,  of  Middletown,  Con.  wliose  death 
was  annonced  but  a few  days  since.  Mr.  Andrews  had  also,  be- 
fore his  death,  lost  two  children  by  the  same  disease.  The 
Buffalo  Daily  Advertiser  thus  adverts  to  the  afflicting  scene: 

’Tis  midnight!  The  clock  tells  twelve — Its  intonations  are 
melancholy — its  reverberations  sound  like  a requiem  of  the 
dead.  But  hark!  The  midnight  hearse  is  passing  to  the  tomb, 
to  deposite  its  victims.  Other  heart  strings  are  severed — ’tis  a 
lovely  daughter!  Who  closed  her  eyes.?  Not  a father  or  a mo- 
ther; for  they  were  both  on  the  bed  of  death!  And  now  is  re- 
moved the  mother  to  her  last  and  silent  abode — then  swiftly,  as 
if  too  dear  for  earth’s  abode,  the  little  son!  And  now  the  gigantic 
prop — the  father  is  gone!  The  mansion  is  desolate — and  who 
remains  to  weep!  The  fountain  of  sympathy  is  closed — grief 
drank  the  offering  ere  it  reached  the  eye.‘’^***Who  could  not 
exclaim  “Would  to  God  I had  died  for  you!”  But  “peace  be 
still!”  Murmur  not  at  the  dispensations  of  Omnipotence,  for 
who  can  resist  His  mighty  mandates.? 

A few  cases  are  said  to  have  happened  at  Charleston,  S.  C. 

We  have  daily  statements  of  the  interments  at  (Quebec  and 
Montreal,  for  several  weeks— the  general  results  of  which  are 
as  follow: 

From  the  7th  July  to  August  14,  inclusive  of  both,  being  39 
days,  1,169  interments  took  place  at  (Quebec,  against  1,607,  in 
1832,  the  first  cholera  year.  It  is  not  clearly  stated,  as  to  either 
year,  how  many  of  those  interments  were  caused  by  cholera, 
but  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  they  were  between  two- 
thirds  and  five-sixths  of  the  whole.  The  disease  has  not  had 
as  many  victims  as  in  1832,  peihaps  because  it  has  less  subjects 
to  feed  upon;  many  of  the  emigrants  being  stopped  at  Grosse 
Island,  where  the  mortality  has  been  awful.  The  deaths  by 
cholera  at  Quebec,  on  the  I6lh  inst.  were  4— on  the  17ih,  11 — 
on  the  18th,  13 — total  in  three  days,  38. 

At  Mo?iireai,  in  35  days,  beginning  with  July  12,  when  the 
first  cholera  case  was  stated,  and  ending  with  Aug.  15,  the 
whole  interments  at  Montreal  were  1,140,  of  which  798  were 
reported  cholera  cases,  very  many  of  which  were  children. 
The  usual  average  mortality  for  those  days  was  205;  and  so  to 
cholera  or  other  unusual  causes,  935  deaths  are  attributed. 
Deaths  by  cholera  on  the  18lh,  19th  and  20th,  only  15— or  5 a 
day. 

The  whole  population  of  Toronto,  U.  C.  is  about  10,000 — and 
there  had  been  already  250  deaths  by  cholera — or  1 in  40. 

The  cholera  was  dreadful  at  Kingston — whole  families  were 
swept  away.  So  at  the  little  town  of  Galt — out  of  a population 
of  150  persons,  37  died  in  two  days! 

The  cholera  has  been  bad  in  the  Texas  settlements.  In  the 
town  of  Labude,  with  only250  or275  inhabitants,  145  eases  and 
40  deaths  had  happened.  One  half  of  the  people  of  Warlough 
are  said  to  have  died,  with  a large  number  of  the  Manohe  In 
dians.  The  people  fled  to  the  bushes  and  prairies. 

A few  deaths  by  cholera  had  taken  place  at  Havana,  and  a 
good  many  at  Gibraltar.  The  disease  was  declining  in  Spain, 
generally. 

items. 

Mr.  Elliott,  of  Baltimore,  having  failed  to  ascend  in  a balloon, 
accompanied  by  a lady,  from  Camden,  opposite  Philadelphia — 
the  crowd  that  had  been  collected,  forced  the  enclosure  and 
cut  the  balloon  into  pieces. 

A forcible  entry,  for  the  possession  of  Chambers  street  church, 
in  New  York,  having  been  made  by  one  party  of  the  congrega- 
tion, the  other  prepared  to  oust  them  by  force,  while  divine 
worship  was  performing— but  refrained  on  the  interference  of 
the  police, 


Died,  in  Baltimore,  on  Monday  night  last.  Dr.  William  Houf 
ard,  of  the  U.  S.  topographical  engineers— a gentleman  of  firre 
taste,  and  of  very  superior  talents. 

Very  favorable  accounts  of  the  value  and  productiveness  of 
the  southern  gold  region  continue  to  reach  us.  The  Athens 
(Geo.)  Banner  publishes  a letter  from  Nacoochee  Valley,  in  that 
state,  which  mentions  that  in  one  day  “twelve  hands  had  ob- 
tained one  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  pennyweights 
of  gold  from  the  Richardson  mine  in  that  valley.  The  largest 
mass  weighed  98  pennyweights.” 

Mr.  Henry  Unwin  Addington,  some  years  since  British 
charge  d’affaires  at  Wa.«hinglon,  and  recently  minister  at  Mad- 
riil,  had  retired  from  the  diplomatic  service,  with  a pension  of 
eighteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum. 

It  is  announced  in  the  London  papers,  that  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wood  [the  singers]  cleared  ^50,000  by  their  trip  to  America. 

Died  lately,  in  Nantucket,  capt.  Joshua  Coffn,  aged  75. 
Capi.  C.  was  one  oflhe  fir.-=l  explorers  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in 
pursuit  of  the  s()ermaceti  whale.  To  his  early  success  in  these 
adveiiiiiious  voyages,  may  be  ascribed,  in  some  rneastire,  the 
perseverance  with  which  that  fisliery  has  since  been  followed. 

The  Bonaparte  family  are  seeking  to  obtain  two  milliorrs  of 
francs,  from  the  French  government,  for  a portion  of  Napo- 
leon’s property,  still  due  them. 

The  amount  of  cotton  shipped  down  the  Yazoo  the  past  sea- 
son is  estimated  at  10,000  bales. 

Mr.  Chalkley  Haines’  rnare  (in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio) 
had  twin  colts  last  spring.  Subsequently  his  cow  had  twin 
calves;  and  recently  his  wife  presented  hi.m  with  three  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  two  daughters,  at  a biiili.  All  parlies,  except 
the  colts,  which  are  dead,  are  as  well  as  could  be  expected! 

The  ship  Sarah,  the  first  free  trader  from  China,  arrived  at 
London  in  July,  with  a cargo  of  raw  silk  valued  at  £400,000, 
or  fl, 800,000. 

There  has  been  a great  contest  at  New  York  between  the 
trumpeters^  Norton,  an  Englishman,  and  Gambaii,  an  Italian — 
both  very  superior  artists,  and  each  excelling  in  his  particular 
way.  They  played  twice  in  the  presence  of  about  3.000  per- 
sons. The  silver  cup  was  awarded  by  the  judges  to  Norton. 

A private  gentleman,  recently  from  China,  is  building  a green 
hou.^e  near  Boston,  that  will  be  400  feet  long,  and  of  propor- 
tionable breadth  and  height,  and  cost  20,000  dollars. 

More  than  1,300  persons  have  visited  the  Virginia  springs  this 
season — as  follows:  white  sulphur  430 — salt  sulphur  230 — red 
sulphur  200 — sweet  springs  180 — hot  springs  100 — warm  springs 
75— blue  sulphur  75 — grey  sulphur,  a spring  near  Peterslown, 
in  Monroe  county,  20 — total  1,310. 

The  diggings  for  gold  have  opened  a great  market  for  bread- 
stuffs  and  meals  in  Georgia. 

—•>..»©  @ ©««■■ 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

From  London  papers  to  the  23d,  ultimo. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

There  have  been  other  changes  in  the  ministry,  the  earl  of 
Carlisle,  lord  privy  seal,  is  said  to  have  resigned  and  his  place 
filled  by  the  earl  of  Mulgrave;  and  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  E. 
Stanley,  the  member  of  parliament  for  Cheshire,  succeeds 
lord  Howick,  as  under  secretary  for  the  home  department. 

Gieat  excitement  had  been  produced  in  London,  by  the  in- 
fliction of  300  lashes  upon  the  person  of  a .soldier  by  the  name 
of  Hutchinson,  at  St.  George’s  barracks.  Charing  Cross.  The 
punishment  took  nearly  an  hour  in  inflicting,  and  during  this 
interval  the  drum  beat  according  to  the  loudness  of  his  shrieks 
for  mercy.  Such  inflictions  are  disgraceful  to  the  age,  and  we 
trust  the  parliament  of  England  will  lake  prompt  measures  lo 
put  a stop  to  a punishment  at  once  so  degrading  to  the  military 
service,  and  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

The  duke  of  Wellington  has  paid  lo  the  treasury  the  whole 
proceeds  of  his  office  of  lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports. 

The  queen  of  England  had  arrived  at  the  castle  of  Ailenslien, 
near  Liebenstien,  Germany,  and  had  been  joined  there  by  her 
mother,  the  duchess  dowager,  who  had  also  taken  up  her  resi- 
dence there. 

A subscription  was  being  taken  up  in  London  to  raise  £2,000 
by  the  friends  of  earl  Grey,  to  enable  them  to  present  lady 
Grey  with  a statue  of  the  late  premier. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  in  IhCi.  house  of  lords,  lord  Mel- 
bourne replied  that  ministers  did  not  mean  to  move  the  third 
reading  of  the  coercion  bill,  but  intended  lo  substitute  another 
immediately,  which  bill  was  subsequently  introduced  into  the 
house  of  commons,  and  had  undergone  considerable  discussion. 

Lord  Wharncliffe  had  moved,  in  the  house  of  lords,  for  the 
production  of  the  letter  addressed  by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land to  earl  Grey,  which  the  latter  declared  private  property, 
and  avowed  his  determination  not  to  give  it  up  without  the 
consent  of  the  writer.  The  motion  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn. The  capital  punishment  bill  had  been  passed. 

In  the  house  of  commons  on  the  17th  July,  lord  Allhorp  an- 
nounced that  lord  Melbourne  had  completed  the  arrangements 
for  the  formation  of  an  administration.  Lord  Daueannon  wa« 
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to  be  home  secretary;  sir  J.  C.  Ilohhouse,  commissioner  of  the 
woods  and  forests;  amt  his  lordship,  in  compliance  with  the 
command  of  his  majesty,  would  continue  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer. 

FRANCE. 

Marshal  Soiilt  had  retired  from  the  ministry  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  marshal  Gerard.  'J’he  cause  of  his  resignation  is 
said  to  be  his  expensive  appropriations  for  the  military  service, 
which  were  deemed  incompatible  with  the  views  of  the  cham- 
bers, who  are  studying  economy,  and  acquiring  increasing  pow 
er  over  the  public  purse.  The  prefects  had  been  ordered  to  de- 
ny to  marshal  Boiirmont  an  entrance  into  France. 

.Several  ordoniiaiices  had  been  published  by  the  minister  of 
commerce,  m.aking  considerable  changes  in  the  commercial 
regulations  of  the  kingdom. 

M.  Jaiige,  the  banker  of  Don  Carlos,  had  been  committed  to 
the  Conciergerie,  under  certain  articles  in  the  penal  code, 
which  makes  aiiling  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  allies  of 
France,  punishable  by  death;  and  M.  Chateaubriand  had  been 
summoned  to  be  present  at  the  opening  of  a letter  addressed  to 
him,  found  on  M.  Jauge.  The  letter  was  written  by  a friend  at 
Bordeaux,  informing  .AI.  Chaleaubiiand  that  Charles  V.  had  just 
passed  through  that  city. 

SPAIN. 

Don  Carlos  had  entered  Spain,  is  supposed  to  have  landed 
near  Bayonne,  and  it  is  said  will  march  at  the  head  of  17,000 
men.  He  has  appointed  M.  Villemnr  his  minister  of  war,  Zii- 
malacarieguy  his  commander  in  chief,  and  Benito  Erase,  second 
in  command.  As  soon  as  Charles  had  crossed  the  French 
frontier,  bonfires  were  lighted  in  all  the  villages,  and  the  bells 
of  all  the  churches  set  ringing.  He  arrived  at  Elisondo  on  the 
10th  lilt,  where  he  was  received  by  the  people  with  enthusiasm 
and  publicly  attended  church,  where  a tedeum  was  performed 
in  honor  of  his  safe  return.  Crowds  of  people  from  all  direc- 
tions flocked  to  Elisondo,  dressed  in  their  Sunday  clothes,  and 
testified  their  joy  by  illnminations,  bonfires  and  dancing  all 
night.  On  the  same  day  Don  Carlos,  accompanied  by  gen.  Zu- 
malacarreguy,  who  had  joined  him  soon  after  his  arrival,  set 
out  for  the  head  quarters  of  the  army,  at  some  distance  from 
Elisondo,  The  plan  of  operations  is,  that  the  king  is  immedi- 
ately to  press  forward  to  meet  gen.  Rodil,  attack  him,  and  then 
advance  on  Madrid,  without  stopping  on  the  way. 

The  following  is  the  proclamation  addressed  by  Don  Carlos 
to  the  army: 

“Soldiers— My  desires  are  at  length  satisfied,  1 am  in  the 
midst  of  you.  This  is  a moment  my  heart  has  been  long  ex- 
pecting—you  are  acquainted  with  my  constant  efforts  to  hasten 
it.  My  paternal  heart  is  filled  with  the  sweetest  satisfaction 
when  thinking  of  your  glorious  actions,  which  will  be  transmitted 
to  the  rnostdistani  posterity.  Volunteers  and  soldiers, your  siif 
ferings,  your  fatigues,  your  constancy,  your  love  for  your  legiti 
mate  kings  and  for  my  royal  person,  are  a subject  of  admira- 
tion for  all  nations,  who  cannot  find  eulogiums  sufficiently 
worthy  of  such  heroic  devotion.  Let  us  set  out  then,  altoge- 
ther, and  with  me  at  your  head  let  us  inarch  to  victory.  But 
even  victory  will  be  painful  to  me  if  purchased  at  the  expense 
of  Spanish  blood.  To  avoid  this  1 exhort  all  those  who  have 
been  seduced  or  deceived,  or  who,  docile  to  my  voice,  will  lay 
down  their  arms,  to  come  and  take  shelter  under  my  royal  man- 
tle, But  if,  contrary  to  my  e.xpectations,  there  should  he  found 
any  sufficiently  blind  to  persist  in  an  opposite  course,  they 
shall  be  treated  .as  rebels  to  my  royal  person.  I shall  he  as  se- 
vere to  those  w'ho  persevere  in  their  rehellion  as  I shall  be  in- 
dulgent to  those  who  shall  repent.  And  you,  valiant  and  faith- 
ful warriors,'iiow  assembled  round  your  chief  and  father,  let 
the  most  rigid  discipline  reign  among  you,  and  observe  the  most 
strict  obedience  to  your  commanders.  From  discipline  and 
obedience  proceeds  strength,  and  that  strength  will  secure  us 
the  victory  with  which  God  will  crown  the  cause  of  justice. 
Generals,  officers,  volunteers  and  soldiers,  I am  grateful  for 
your  immense  services,  which  shall  be  rewarded  by  your  king. 

“CARLOS.'’ 

“From  my  royal  residence  at  Elisondo,  July  12.” 

The  apprehensions  of  cholera  having  suhoided,  the  cortes 
was  to  have  been  reconvened  at  Madrid  on  the24ih  nit.  ^’he 
curate  Merino,  who  had  his  head  quarters  at  the  village  of  Os 
ma,  had  been  joined  by  Cuevillas  and  several  others,  with  800 
infantry  and  400  cavalry.  The  object  of  the  curate  was  to  di- 
vert the  attention  of  gen.  Rodil  from  the  protection  of  the 
northern  provinces.  A regiment  of  grenadiers,  commanded  by 
col.  Ferris,  had  left  Segovia  for  Siguenza,  in  order  to  attack 
the  curate  Merino.  Advices  from  Sarragossa  affirm  that  Cue- 
villas  had  been  defeated,  and  he  himself  killed. 

NOTICE— GIR.ARD  BANK. 

Pfiiladelp/iia,  \S34. 

At  a meeting  of  the  hoard  of  directors  held  this  day,  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Ti  hereas,  stockholders  in  the  Girard  bank,  representing  more 
than  one  half  of  the  capital  stock  thereof,  (lid,  in  the  month  of 
March  l.i-st,  instruct  the  board  of  directors  “to  restore  to  the 
proper  authority  the  money  and  deposites  of  the  United  States, 
in  their  possession,  as  soon  as  the  same  could  he  effected,  con- 
sistently with  the  convenience  and  safely  of  the  institution;  and 
that  the  s.aid  hank  should  thenceforth  cease  to  be  the  repository 
of  the  moneys  aforesaid.” 

^tul  xvhercas,  in  consequence  of  this  action  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, au  arrangement  was  made  with  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 


ry, by  which  the  contract  then  existing  between  this  bank  and 
the  United  States,  was  annulled,  and  the  whole  balance  of  the 
public  funds  placed  at  the  immediate  disposal  of  the  said  secre- 
tary, on  the  first  day  of  July  last,  of  which  due  notice  was  given. 

^ind  whereas,  since  that  period  no  contract  has  existed  be- 
tween this  bank  and  the  government,  the  board  having  carried 
into  effect,  so  far  as  depended  upon  tliem,  the  instructions  of 
the  stockholders. 

Jind  whereas,  a m.ajority  of  the  whole  stock  of  this  bank,  in- 
cluding the  major  part  of  the  stock  which  was  signed  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  17th  of  March  last,  (and  nearly  two-thirds  of 
siicti  portion  of  said  stock  as  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  same 
owners),  has  been  subsequently  signed  by  the  proprietors  in 
person,  or  by  attorney,  to  a request  addressed  to  the  ilirectors, 
that  the  bank  should  resume  the  transaction  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, “if  the  same  could  be  obtained  on  such  terms  as  the  board 
might  deem  expedient,  and  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
instiliition.” 

^nd  if/»creas,this  board  did,  in  cancelling  the  former  contract, 
act  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  owners,  or 
their  representatives,  of  a m.ajority  of  the  stock: 

^ind  whereas,  the  present  instructions,  emanating  as  they  do 
from  a still  larger  majority,  claim,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board, 
equal  respect: 

^ind  whereas,  the  board  have,  in  consequence  of  such  instruc- 
tions, made  a new  arrangement  with  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, such  as  “they  deem  expedient,  and  believe  will  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  interests  of  this  iiisiitution:” 

Jind  whereas,  it  is  due  to  themselves,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
misconception,  or  unintentional  misrepresentation  of  their  con- 
duct and  motives,  to  promulgate  the  recent  proceedings  of  their 
stockholders,  which,  having  taken  place  unaccompanied  by  any 
incidents  attracting  general  attention,  tiiight  else  remain  un- 
known to  the  public;  and  also,  to  make  an  explicit  avowal  of 
the  course  which  they  (the  board)  have  pur.*iied  in  reference  to 
the  same,  which  is  especially  requisite  in  the  present  case,  be- 
cause of  the  great  publicity  given  to  the  former  procemlings, 
both  of  the  stockholders  and  the  board;  therefore. 

Resolved,  I.  I'hat  public  notice  be  given  that  the  Girard  hank, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  has  resumed  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business,  as  a fiscal  agent,  under  a contract  with  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales,  made  and  entered 
into  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  present  month. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolution,  at- 
tested by  the  cashier,  be  inserted  in  two  or  more  of  the  daily 
papers  of  this  city.  A true  copy  from  the  minutes. 

WM.  D.  LEWIS,  cas/tier. 

- eo«— ■ 

LYCEUM  SEMINARIES. 

Addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Register. 
Self-edvcaiion  and  self-support  is,  in  all  the  dcpai't- 
ments  and  all  the  operations  of  the  lycetim  sj  steni,  its 
most  prominent  feature.  It  acknowledg^es  the  benevo- 
lence, the  overflowing  goodness  of  our'Creator,  in  fur- 
nishing all  his  rational  creatures  with  the  faculties,  and 
in  surrounding  them  with  the  materials,  or  means,  of 
growing  and  rising  iti  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
strength.  Tlie  great  object  of  lyceums  is  to  call  into  e.\» 
ercise  those  faculties,  and  into  use  those  materials,  so 
abundantly  furnished  by  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the 
Great  Creator,  and  the  constant  and  abounding  Benefac- 
tor. 

There  is,  however,  one  department  of  the  general  and 
national  institution  of  lyceums  in  which  the  principle  of 
self  sup[»ort  is  more  fully  and  more  prominently  recog- 
nized than  in  any  of  the  rest.  The  general  plan  of  ly- 
ceums has  ever  contemplated,  within  every  county  or 
other  moderate  district,  a manual  labor  and  self  support- 
iiig  school,  which  should  furnish  to  its  pupils- advantages 
equal  to  those  in  our  colleges  for  general  literature  and 
science,  and  much  superior  for  a practical  business  edu- 
cation to  those  of  any  institutions  in  our  country.  M’hile 
these  schools  are  designed  to  aftbrd  to  farmers,  mecha- 
nics and  all  the  industrious  classes  of  the  community,  the 
best  opportunities  for  a practical,  useful  education,  they 
arc  also  intended  to  be,  in  the  strictest  and  best  sense  of 
the  word,  seminaries  for  teachers — for  teachers  of  schools 
and  lyceums.  I'liey  are  intemled  to  furnish  the  means 
for  teachers  to  support  and  educate  themselves,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  construct  their  own  apjiaratus  and  va- 
rious instruments  of  instruction,  while  they  are  learning 
the  modes  of  using  them,  and  acquiring  the  knowledge 
they  are  designed  to  illustrate.  Lyceum  seniinaries  ai-e 
intendefl  to  unite  manufactories  of  apparatus  for  illustrat- 
ing various  departments  of  science,  and  the  qualification 
of  teachers  to  use  the  instruments  tor  diffusing  the  science 
among  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  in  every  section 
of  our  country. 

Experience,  on  this  subject,  has  already  proved,  that 
young  men,  and  even  lads,  after  a short  time,  and  pro- 
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bably  yonng  ladies  and  misses,  can  ])ay,  by  their  own  in- 
dustry, all  iheir  expenses  of  hoard,  clothes,  books,  tui- 
tion, &c.  and  at  the  same  time  acquire  a more  thoiough, 
•oset'ul  education,  than  it  is  possible  for  any  college  or 
Otlier  institution,  without  moneyed  labor,  to  give  tliem. 
Such  being  tlie  testimony  of  expeiaence,  the  conclusion 
follows,  that  any  plain  farmer’s  son,  or  poor  mechanic’s 
daughter,  can  have  tlie  means  of  acquiring  a better  edu- 
cation tlian  the  money  of  the  rich  can  purchase  for  their 
children. 

In  all  the  departments,  and  in  all  the  operations  of  the 
lyceum  system,  there  is  harmonious  action  ami  recipro- 
cal and  united  effort.  So,  between  tlie  lyceum  semina- 
ries in  all  parts  of  the  country,  there  is  intended  to  be  a 
virtual,  though,  perhaps,  not  a formal  connection.  In 
many  of  their  operations,  especially  in  the  manui’actory 
of  apparatus,  they  may  render  each  other  very  important 
aid;  and,  by  their  united  efforts,  furnish,  not  only  col- 
leges, academies  and  liigli  schools,  but  lyceums,  common 
schools  and  families,  with  more  abundant,  cheaper  and 
better  instruments  of  instruction,  tools  of  kno-wledge,  than 
can  possibly  be  furnished  from  any  othei-  source. 

The  whole  plan  of  lyceum  seminaries  will  embrace, 
then,  a central  institution,  which  shall  combine  a semi- 
nary for  teachers  and  a manufactory  of  apparatus,  for  a 
part,  and  a prominent  part  of  its  manual,  jirodnctive  ex- 
ercises. Tliis  institution  will,  as  far  and  as  fast  as  its 
means  will  permit,  furnish  facilities  to  any  other  manual 
labor  schools,  by  supplying  them  with  prints,  tools,  ex- 
perience, &c.  as  aids  to  their  intellectual  productive  exer- 
cises. With  such  aid,  any  manual  labor  school,  now  in 
operation,  might  engage  in  the  manufactory'  of  globes, 
meclianical  powers,  geometrical  solids,  and  most  of  the 
instruments  for  the  practical  sciences,  if  not  for  the  more 
abstract  and  abstruse  subjects. 

These  statements,  Mr.  Editor,  are  not  from  theory  or 
■conjecture;  they  are  from  experience  for  a course  of 
years;  having  conducted  an  agricultural  school  for  ten 
years,  iii  which  the  pupils  paid  all  their  expenses  by' their 
own  industry';  and  having  also  had  much  apparatus  made 
under  my  direction,  and,  in  a great  measure,  by  the 
strength  and  skill  of  lads  and  misses  from  fourteen  to 
eighteen  years  of  age. 

I'he  question  will  naturally  arise,  by  what  means  can 
these  seminaries,  whose  prominent  feature  is  self  educa- 
tion and  self  support,  be  established  through  our  coun- 
try, in  such  numbers,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as 
to  hold  out  proposals,  and  afford  opportunities,  for  the 
children  «f  every  class,  without  distinction,  to  secure  to 
ihemselves  the  rich  blessing  of  a sound  physical,  intellec- 
tual and  moral  education. 

To  this  natural  and  Important  question  the  answer 
may  be,  perhaps,  by  county  Lyceums.  It  is  evident 
that  the  whole  community,  and  all  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, can  more  conveniently  act,  and  co-operate  with  each 
other,  through  the  medium  of  county  societies,  than  by 
any  other  divisions  or  districts  known  throughout  the 
states.  As  counties  through  the  union  will,  probably, 
not  average  more  than  forty  miles  in  diameter,  very'  few 
would  have  to  travel  more  than  twenty  miles,  and  a large 
majority  less  than  ten  miles,  to  attend  county  conventions, 
or  the  quarterly  meetings  of  county  ly  ceums.  Consider- 
ing the  importance,  and,  if  properly  conducted,  the  in- 
structive and  interesting  character  of  education  conven- 
tions, which  county  lyceums  might  easily  furnish  at  their 
quarterly  meetings,  a general  attendance  of  teachers, 
school  committees,  parents,  children,  and  the  lovers  of 
knowledge  and  the  friends  of  education  generally',  might 
reasonably  be  expected.  And  by'  their  attendance,  a warm 
-and  generous  sympathy',  an  organized  and  vigorous  sys- 
tem of  measures  and  efforts,  might  be  sustained,  for  the 
great  and  all  impoi’tant  cause  in  which  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child,  is  equally  interested. 

Under  such  views  and  feelings,  I have  witnessed,  with 
no  little  satisfaction,  proposals  for  simultaneous  action 
in  this  cause.  The  proposal  has  been  made,  and  re- 
sponded to  from  several  sources,  for  county  education 
conventions,  in  all  the  states  and  all  the  counties  in  the 
union,  on  the  first  Wednesday'  of  November  next,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  county'  lyceums,  as  a preparatoiw 
step  for  accomplishing  any  other  objects,  which  might 
.he  found  practicable  and  desirable.  Among  the  ol)}eots 


which  county  lyceums  might,  at  an  early  period,  take 
up  to  advaulrige,  would  be  seminaiies  for  self-education 
and  self-support.  In  connection  nith  these,  and  perhaps 
in  many  instances  preceding  them,  cii  cuit  schools,  for 
the  ])urpose  of  weekly',  semi-weekly,  or  even  semi- 
monthly courses  of  inslitiction,  where  more  frequent 
courses  could  not  be  sustained,  might  he  taken  under 
consideration  and  carried  into  effect,  by  coimly  societies. 
Indeed,  the  advantages  of  associations  for  sy  stematic  and 
concentrated  effort,  in  the  diffusion  of  know  ledge,  are  so 
great  and  so  evident,  and  the  results  of  county  lyceums 
in  particular,  have  been  so  uniformly  and  so  strikingly 
luqipy,  that  the  proposal  for  such  measures  only  needs 
to  be  made  to  be  seconded,  and  to  secure  the  general 
sanction  of  enlightened  individuals  and  communities. 

On  the  subject  of  simultaneous  action,  through  the  me- 
dium of  county  conventions  and  county  ly  ceums,  it  is 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that  numerous  facilities  rr»ay 
be  procured  to  render  the  meetings,  not  only  useful,  but 
instructive  and  entertaining.  Thomas  S.  Grimke,  oi 
Ciiarleston,  S.  C.  as  a committee,  appointed  by  the  lite- 
rary and  philosophical  society  of  that  state,  has  recently 
prepared  an  address  to  the  citizens  of  South  Carolina, 
giving  an  exposition  of  the  lyceum  system  in  its  various 
(lepartraenls  and  operations,  from  national  and  state  so- 
cieties, down  {.o  family  lyceums,  2iv\i\  from  exercises  for 
mutual  and  self-instruction  in  the  dead  languages  and  the 
most  abstruse  sciences,  down  to  penmanship,  reading  and 
orthography.  This  address,  wliich  is  as  a])plicahle  to 
tlie  citizens  of  other  states  as  those  of  S.  Carolina,  can 
easily  be  procured,  and  portions  or  the  whole  of  it  read, 
as  one  of  the  exercises  of  the  proposed  conventions. 

Numerous  other  ])amphlets  have  been  published  on 
the  subject,  some  of  which  contain  the  forms  of  constitu- 
tions, among  other  things  to  facilitate  the  operations  and 
the  objects  of  the  meetings. 

All  the  materials  and  means  for  commencing  county 
museums,  or  cabinets  of  nature  and  art,  are  at  hand  in 
great  abundance.  In  the  numeroiis  cabinets  already  col- 
lected, both  by  individuals  and  by  institutions,  are  dupli- 
cates which  the  owners  will  gladly'  appropriate  to  such 
an  object,  whenever  an  opportunity  is  offered. 

In  the  gold  regions  at  the  south  are  several  county  ly- 
ceums, w’hose  prominent  object  is  to  collect  and  exchange 
sy)ccimens.  From  this  source,  a museum  in  each  of  the 
eleven  hundred  counties  in  the  states,  may  be  supplied 
immediately'  with  specimens  of  gold  ore. 

In  every  county  a museum  might  be  commenced,  at 
the  first  meeting,  by  specimens  carried  by  those  who 
should  attend  it.  The  specimens  thus  collected,  if  not 
known  by  those  who  presented  them,  might  be  named 
and  described  by  some  other  persons  present,  as  in  near- 
ly every  county,  are  a few  individuals  who  have  some 
knowledge  of  natural  history'. 

Among  the  most  encouraging  and  gratifying  circum- 
stances, as  an  aid  in  promoting  the  objects  of  county  ly'- 
ceums,  is  a resolution  recently  passed  by  the  board  of 
managers  of  the  Baltimore  Union  Lyceum,  which  is  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  this  board  esteem  the  organization  of 
county  lyceums  throughout  the  union,  as  an  important 
step  for  the  advancement  of  American  education:  that  we 
will  prepare,  as  soon  as  practicable,  specimens  of  mine- 
rals, plants,  penmanship,  map  drawing  and  needlework, 
for  any  county'  lyceum  which  may'  apply  for  the  same, 
and  that  we  invite  the  school  and  other  juvenile  lyceurns 
connected  with  our  society',  to  render  their  assistance  in 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  resobition. 

As  great  as  this  resolution  may  at  first  appear,  it  can 
be  accomplished  with  great  ease  by  bringing  in  the  aid 
of  the  juvenile  members  of  the  society,  by  which  several 
thousand  specimens  are  already  collected  for  that  object; 
and  if  similar  measures  should  be  adopted  in  all  our  prin- 
cipal cities,  as  they  have  already  been  in  several,  a system 
of  exchanges  in  the  works  of  nature  and  of  art,  might  be 
easily  and  readily  instituted,  which  would  give,  not  only 
to  every  county  lyceum,  but  to  every  village  and  neigh- 
borhood lyceum  an<l  school,  and  even  to  evei  y family,  an 
instructive  and  valuable  cabinet  of  natural  liistory,  ora 
museum  of  natural  and  artificial  productions  and  curiosi- 
ties. 

The  above  statements,  facts,  views,  plans  and  sugges- 
tions, are  very  respectfully  submitted  for  the  consldera- 
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tion  of  such  of  the  friends  of  education  and  general  im- 
provement, as  may  have  an  opportunity  and  a disposition 
to  examine  tliem,  by  their  frieml, 

JOSIAH  HOLBROOK. 


APPROPRIATIONS  AT  THE  LAST  SESSION. 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Charleston  “Mercury,”  de 
rived  from  a letter  written  hy  IFarren  R.  Darts,  esq.  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  saying — “I  enclose  an  exact  account 
which  I have  just  received,  of  the  enormous  appropriations  of 
the  present  year.  To  this  maybe  added,  another  million  for 
private  claims,  which  will  make  an  aggregate  of  near  eighteen 
millions,  after  the  public  debt  has  been  paid!” 

BILLS — HOUSE  REPRESENTATIVES. 

►Aggregate  amount  of  apjrropriations  contained  in  the  follounnz 
named  hills  of  a jmblic  character,  which  passed  in  1833,  ’34, 1st 
session,  23d  congress. 

Bill,  No.  36.  Making  partial  appropriation  for  the 


support  of  government  for  1834  $770,880 

109.  Appropriations  for  the  Indian  department  for  1834  129,54.’) 

110.  For  the  naval  service  for  1834  3,548,072 

159.  For  the  improvement  of  the  Hudson  river  70,000 

164.  For  the  following  objects  to  wit:— purchasing  live 

oak  frames,  for  a frigate  and  sloop  of  w'ar  50,000 

Furnishing  hospitals  64,000 

Building  naval  magazines  24,000 

Building  naval  store  ship  40,000 

Building  the  small  vessels  of  war  70,000 

Repairs  of  marine  barracks  8,000 

181.  Appropriations  for  fortifications  for  1834  870,.594 

182.  For  Indian  annuities  for  1834  927,591 

207.  For  the  public  buildings  and  other  purposes  76,.500 

212.  For  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  for  1835  1,269,281 

238.  For  the  military  academy  139,000 

240.  For  light  houses  200,638 

246.  For  the  military  service  for  1834  3,492,763 

269.  For  improvement  of  Harbors  702.283 

274.  For  a road  in  Florida,  &c.  13,000 

279.  Do.  in  Arkansas  10,000 

283.  For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  service  for  1834  2,563,448 

303.  For  the  Potomac  bridge  130,000 

393.  To  complete  the  improvement  on  Pennsylvania 

avenue  8,000 

446.  To  purchase  Washington’s  papers  25,000 

452.  For  experiments— steam  engines  5,000 

480.  For  rebuilding  frigate  Constitution  180,000 

486.  Reappropri.atin2  unexpended  balance  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Georgia  militia  claims  37,600 

518.  Making  appropriations  for  Harper’s  Ferry  armory  3,000 
541.  To  carry  into  effect  Indian  treaties  282,100 


15,710,295 

SENATE  BILLS. 

S.  29.  For  certain  roads  in  Michigan  $.58,000 

S.  49.  Road  in  Arkansas  17,000 

S.  75.  Road,  Memphis  to  Little  Rock,  Arkansas  15,000 

F.  79.  For  the  Cumberland  road  750,000 

S.  97.  Improvement,  Wabash.  Acid  fci/ f/ic  presirfenf  20.000 
S.  203.  For  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Washington  70,000 

$16,640,295 

N.  B.  For  the  different  items,  in  each  bill  see  the  corrected 
copies  of  bills,  accompanying  this  statement. 

Private  bills,  about  $1,000,000 


The  Mercury  has  some  severe  remarks  on  certain  of  these 
appropriations,  and  especially  on  that  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  which,  it  alleges,  the  friends  of  the  president  said  would 
be  vetoed.  It  also  speaks  of  the  approval  of  the  bill  concerning 
the  navigation  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  disapproval  of  the  less 
money  bill  to  improve  that  of  the  Wabash. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ^ECTION  OF  18.32. 

From  the  F'ew  York  Commercial  Advertiser. 

We  have  been  frequently  asked  the  question  what  was  the 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  for  Jackson  in  1832.^  Also 
whether  Van  Buren  had  a majority  for  vice  president.’  The 
latter  question  we  have  answered  repeatedly  in  the  negative, 
but  to  the  former  we  have  been  unable  to  reply,  owing  to  the 
returns  from  many  states  being  incomplete.  We  are  at  length 
enabled  to  present  the  following  statement,  which  is  in  the  main 
correct.  It  gives  the  majority  only  in  Missouri,  viz:  5,159  for 
Jackson;  and  the  votes  by  the  people  in  all  the  other  states  ex- 
cept Alabama  and  South  Carolina,  (the  former  of  which  voted 
for  Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  and  the  latter  for  Floyd  and  Lee), 
will  be  found  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
in  the  minority  at  the  last  election,  as  he  was  in  this  state  when 
he  ran  for  governor  in  1828.  General  Jackson,  it  will  also  be 
observed,  obtained  a less  m.ajority  by  the  people  in  1832  than  in 
1828,  although  he  received  a greater  number  of  electoral  votes. 

VOTE  OF  1832. 


Jackson  and  Van  Buren 583,810 

Jackson  a<id  Barbour 12,722 

Jaekson  and  Wilkins 00,983 


687,516 


Clay  and  Sergeant 328,033 

Wirt  and  Ellmakcr 255,873 

Anti  Jackson  (in  Tennessee) 1,436 

585,348 


♦Majority  for  Jackson 102,173 

For  vice  president. 

Barbour 12,722 

Wilkins 90,983 

Sergeant 328,033 

Ellmaker 255,873 

Anti  Jackson  in  Tennessee 1,436 

689,017 

For  Van  Buren 583,810 


Majority  against  Van  Buren 105,237 


Q(p“The  preceding  has  brought  to  recollection  some  other 
matters  belonging  to  the  subject  in  general,  which  it  is  pro 
bable  that  we  shall  prepare  and  publish  at  an  early  day — for  a 
better  understanding  of  the  “voice  of  the  people,”  and  the  con- 
ditions of  the  constitution.  Ours  is  a federal  and  not  a consoli- 
dated government.  The  people,  strictly  speaking,  are  not  really 
represented  in  either  ofits  departments,  legislative  or  executive. 

FREEMASONS. 

Whatever  objection  adhering  masons,  and  others  who 
had  long  retired  from  the  society,  may  have  entertained 
concerning  political  anti-masonaiy,  and  especially  on 
account  of  the  manner  which  anti-masons  sometimes 
adopted  to  accomplisli  their  great  ostensible  object — we 
tliink  that  there  are  not  many  reflecting  and  still  adher- 
ing masons,  and  none  that  have  retired,  who  will  not 
assent  to  the  fairness  of  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions — and  that  hundreds  may  be  induced 
to  do  all  that  they  can,  in  a quiet  and  orderly  way,  to 
urge  forward  and  bring  about  llie  result  aimed  at. 

When  a man  is  yilaced  on  the  support  of  what  he  con- 
siders his  own  just  riglits,  he  gathers  up  his  strength  and 
oftentimes  does  things  that  are  repugnant  to  his  private 
wishes,  or  even  personal  convenience.  Thus,  if  one 
person  says  to  another,  you  shall  walk  on  the  shady 
siile  of  tlie  street  when  the  thermometer  is  at  95°— the 
latter  feels  immediately  disposed  to  say  I -won't — and  will, 
in  a spirit  of  independence,  take  the  sunny  side  of  the 
way'.  The  principle  of  this  ]n’Oceeding  needs  no  illustra- 
tion; for.  in  claiming  the  right  of  action,  in  many  re- 
.s]>ects,  very  prudent  persons  may  place  themselves  in 
an  altitude  of  resistance  to  wliolesome  recommendations, 
if  assuming  the  sha]>e  of  dictations,  under  penalties  threat- 
ened for  non-compliance.  We  liave  nothing  to  say  against 
this  rule  of  action,  in  such  cases — but  we  think  that  every 
person  is  bound  to  yield  up  his  .speculative  opinions,  if 
offensive  to  the  community  in  which  he  lives — his  right 
to  hold  them  being  unquestioned.  And  this,  indeed,  is  in 
strict  correspondence  with  the  familiar  and  daily  acts  of 
a large  majority  of  persons — hi  dress,  manners  and  ha- 
bits. 

MASONIC  MEETING  IN  WORCESTER  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  a meeting  of  freemasons  from  all  parts  of  the  county  of 
Worcester,  assembled  at  Worcester  on  the  18th  day  of  August, 
1834,  hon.  Aaron  Tulls,  of  Dudley,  was  elected  chairman,  and 
John  G.  Thurston,  of  Lancaster,  secretary.  The  views  and 
opinions  of  those  present,  on  the  present  condition  of  the  insti- 
tution having  been  freely  expressed,  a committee  was  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  William  Lincoln,  of  Worcester,  hon.  Joseph 
Bowman,  of  New  Braintree,  hon.  William  S.  Hastings,  of  Men- 
don,  Linns  Child,  esq.  of  Southbridge  and  hon.  Charles  Russell, 
of  Princeton,  to  report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the 
meeting.  The  following  resolutions  having  been  fully  consider- 
ed, were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  under  existing  circumstances,  we  believe  It 
has  become  a duty,  which  freemasons  owe  ns  well  to  the  public 
as  themselves,  frankly  to  declare  their  views  of  the  masonic 
institution,  and  ofits  present  condition. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  opinion,  the  masonic  institution  waa 
originally  establislied  for  benevolent  and  good  purposes — that  in 
its  practical  operation,  in  thi.s  commonwealth,  we  have  known 
nothing  conflicting  with  moral,  social  or  civil  duty — that  here  it 
has  been  of  honorable  character  and  charitable  tendency — em- 
bracing among  its  members  many  virtuous  and  pure  men,  and 
patriotic  and  worthy  citizens — and  that  masons  can  never  divest 


♦The  electoral  vote  of  1828  was — 

For  Jackson 650,943 

Adams 611,475 


Majority 139,468 

Do.  in  18® 102,173 


Decrease  of  majority. 


37,805 
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themselves  of  self-respect,  nor  consent  that  others  should  de- 
prive them  of  civil  rights,  by  reason  of  their  having  been  con- 
nected with  the  institution. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  changes  and  improvements  of  society, 
we  believe  the  masonic  institution  has  now  become  unneces- 
sary; and  while  social,  charitable  and  benevolent  objects  can  be 
effectually  accomplished  in  other  modes  more  congenial  with 
public  seniiment,  we  consider  it  no  longer  useful  nor  expedient 
to  sustain  its  organization,  at  the  expense  of  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  society. 

Resolved,  That  respectful  regard  to  public  opinion,  to  the  sen- 
timents of  that  great  poriiot)  of  the  community  unconnected 
with  the  institution  or  with  its  assailants,  to  the  spirit  of  recent 
legislative  enactments,  and  to  the  tratiquillity  of  society,  re- 
quires that  the  institution  should  now  be  voluntarily  dissolved 
by  its  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  institution  may  now  be  relinquished  by 
the  flee  and  voluntary  act  and  common  consent  of  its  members 
without  sacrifice  of  honor  or  integrity. 

Resolved,  That  under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  ma- 
sonic institution,  we  deem  it  a civil  duty,  which  we  have  al- 
ways regarded  as  paramount  to  all  masonic  obligations,  to  en- 
deavor to  effect  the  entire  extinction  of  that  institution  by  vo- 
luntary and  general  relinquishment. 

Resolved,  That  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  grand  lodge  of 
Massachusetts  having  been  surrendered — an  act  of  the  legislature 
having  declared  any  unauthorised  oath  or  obligation  unlawful — 
the  meetings  of  most  of  the  lodges  in  the  state  having  been  sus- 
pended, and  their  charters  suffered  to  expire  by  their  own  limi 
tation,  and  masons  in  different  parts  of  the  commonwealth  hav- 
ing generally  long  since  ceased  to  act  as  such,  we  believe  their 
views  in  regard  to  the  masonic  in.«titution  are  in  accordance 
with  our  own.  And  appealing  to  their  candor  and  sober  judg 
ment  to  confirm  the  correctness  of  these  opinions,  we  do  re- 
spectfully, but  earnestly,  invite  other  masons  to  make  such  ex- 
pression of  their  views  as  shall  leave  the  community  no  occa- 
sion longer  to  doubt  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions,  signed  by  the  chairman  and 
secretary,  be  communicated  to  other  masons,  and  to  the  editors 
of  newspapers  in  the  county  for  publication. 

AARON  TUFTS,  chairman. 
John  G.  Thurston,  secretary. 

Those  proceedings  must  have  a powerful  effect  in  the 
eastern  states,  for  the  recommendations  will  be  generally 
adopted,  unless  by  those  who  would  keep  up  or  renew 
the  “excitement”  under  influences  that  masonry  has 
always  held  one  of  its  strongest  protests  against.  It  has 
been' stated  that  four-fifths  or  seven-eighths  of  the  lodges 
and  chapters  in  New  York  have  been  closed,  and  we  be- 
lieve that  the  society  is  in  a rapid  state  of  decline  in  se- 
veral other  states,  as  having  become  unnecessary,  as  well 
as  inexpedient,  if  ever  indeed  it  was  generally  useful,  or 
fitted  to  the  present  improved  state  of  society,  which 
teaches  us  to  regard  every  worthy  man  as  a brother. 

We  have  had  good  opportunities  of  know'ing  the  truth 
on  the  subject,  (whether  in  secret  movements  or  public 
proceedings),  and  feel  it  right  on  this  occasion  decidedly 
to  say — that  no  solitary  ease  ever  came  under  our  ob- 
servation in  which  masonry  entered  the  ballot-box,  un- 
less I’emotely,  or  on  the  same  principles  by  which  all 
men  are  governed  in  the  ordinary  business  of  life.  We 
prefer  certain  persons  as  our  tailoi's,  shoe-makers,  hat- 
ters, &c.  because  we  are  personally  acquainted  with 
them,  and  they  have  served,  or  will  serve  us,  as  -well  and 
as  reasonably,  as  other  persons  can  or  will  do,  and  so  it 
is  among  all  sets  or  parties,  religious  or  social — and  fur- 
ther than  on  these  simple  elements,  we  have  no  personal 
knowledge  or  reason  to  believe,  that  masonry  has  inter- 
ferred  in  preferences  to  public  places  of  honor  or  profit, 
in  any  manner  whatsoever.  We  speak  only  for  ourselves, 
and  have  reference  to  our  own  experience,  only. 

— '■ 

MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Philadelphia,  9th  July,  1834. 

Sir:  The  certified  copy  of  the  act  relative  to  the  gold  coins 
of  the  United  States,  forwarded  with  your  letter  of  the  7lh,  has 
been  received. 

In  regard  to  your  suggestion  of  affixing  to  the  gold  coinage, 
after  the  31st  inst.  the  date  of  the  month,  to  designate  the  new 
coins  from  others  of  the  current  year,  I have  respectfully  to  ob- 
serve, that  for  the  purpose  of  such  designation,  the  engraver 
has  been  directed  to  execute  new  dies,  in  which  two  improve- 
ments, contemplated  for  some  years  past,  shall  be  introduced: 
one  is,  the  omission  of  the  words  “e  pluribus  unum”  on  the  re- 
verse; the  other  is,  the  substitution  of  a new  head  of  liberty 
without  the  dress  cap — the  hair  being  only  restrained  by  the 
cincture  bearing  the  inscription  “Liberty.” 

The  cap  has  by  many  been  regarded  as  intended  for  the  clas- 
sic cap  of  liberty,  and  under  this  idea  has  received  favor,  as 
proper  to  be  retained,  even  with  some  who  have  not  been  in- 
sensible that  it  impaired  the  beauty  of  the  coin.  I have,  how- 


ever, to  remark,  that  the  cap  on  our  coins  was  not  designed  a* 
the  liberty  cap.  it  was  not  introduced  on  the  silver  coins  until 
about  the  year  1806,  and  was  then  copied  fioni  what  was  con- 
sidered a handsome  specimen  of  the  female  head  dress  of  that 
day.  On  the  gold  coins  a cap  had  been  introduced  from  the 
first,  which  has  certainly  some  resemblance  to  the  usual  form 
of  the  cap  of  liberty.  I am,  however,  satisfied,  from  several 
considerations,  and  indeed  have  the  direct  assurance  of  Mr. 
Eckfeldt,  the  chief  coiner,  who  has  been  familiar  with  the 
whole  subject  from  the  first,  that  it  was  not  so  intended.  When 
a cap  was  introduced,  as  before  stated,  on  the  silver  coin,  that 
on  the  gold  was  conformed  thereto. 

It  is  wholly  at  variance  with  classic  authority  to  place  the  pi- 
leus,  or  liberty  cap,  on  the  head  of  the  figure  representing  liber- 
ty. When  it  is  introduced  in  statuary,  or  on  a medal,  or  a 
coin,  it  is  found  borne  by  liberty  herself  on  a wand,  or  in  her 
hand,  or  appears  at  her  feet,  and  indicates  her  as  the  beneficial 
being  through  whose  influence  the  blessings  of  freedom  are  con- 
ferred on  others;  and  such  a cap,  placed  on  a freed-man,  we 
know  from  the  Roman  annals,  was  the  insignium  of  his  free- 
dom. 

This  view  of  classic  propriety  was,  no  doubt,  very  familiar  to 
those  under  whose  authority  the  first  coinage  of  the  United 
Slates  commenced.  The  early  copper  coins  bear  the  cap  of 
liberty,  but  never  on  the  head  of  the  figure.  The  coinage  of 
France  of  that  period,  presents  also  various  pertinent  examples 
in  point. 

It  may  be  satisfactory  further  to  remark,  that  soon  after  my 
appointment  to  the  charge  of  the  mint,  I addressed  to  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, who  at  the  commencement  of  the  mint  was  a member 
of  the  government,  then  resident  in  this  city,  an  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  the  authority  on  which  the  devices  on  our  coins  had 
been  originally  adopted, and  particularly  presented  the  question 
as  regards  the  cap  on  the  head  of  liberty.  His  recollection,  he 
informed  me  did  not  reach  the  subject,  and  no  notes  had  been 
preserved  in  regard  to  it;  but  he  was  direct  and  explicit  as  to 
the  unfitness  of  placing  the  pileus  or  cap  of  liberty  on  the  head 
of  the  figure — adding,  “for  we  are  not  emancipated  slaves.” 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

SAMUEL  MOORE. 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbury,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

We  meet  with  the  following  in  a scrap  lying  on  our  table,  but 
from  whence  derived  we  cannot  say.  It  is  applicable  to  the 
matters  stated  or  suggested  by  the  director  of  the  mint — 

“The  right  of  covering  the  head  was  in  early  times  a mark  of 
liberty.  Slaves  always  went  bare  headed,  and  one  of  the  cere- 
monies of  emancipnlion  was  the  placing  the  cap  on  the  head  by 
the  former  master.  'I'liiis  the  cap  became  the  symbol  of  liberty^ 
and  has  played  a part  in  many  revolutions.  The  Swiss  owe 
their  liberty  to  the  hat  which  Gesler  ordered  to  be  saluted  as  a 
mark  of  submission.  The  arms  of  the  united  Swiss  cantons 
have  a round  hat  for  a crest.  The  cap  was  also  used  in  France 
as  a symbol  of  liberty  at  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  in 
1789.” 

SUPPRESSED  SPEECH  OF  MR.  J.  a ADAMS. 

It  will  be  recollected,  and  may  be  seen  by  a reference  to  our 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  house  of  representatives,  that 
JVIr.  Mams  made  four  attempts  to  get  a hearing  for  the  legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts,  by  whom  cerlain  resolutions  on  the  state 
of  the  currency  and  the  removal  of  the  public  money,  had  been 
passed;  and  that,  on  the  4th  of  April,  when  a seemingly  fair  op- 
portunity presented  itself  for  delivering  his  opinions  in  support 
of  these  resolutions,  the  previous  gwesfion  was  called,  as  if  by 
previous  arrangement;  and,  that  being  carried,  he  resorted  to 
the  press  to  make  public  those  remarks  which  it  was  liis  inten- 
tion to  address  to  the  house. 

This  suppressed  speech  has  been  widely  circulated.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  powerful  articles  that  ever  came  from  llie 
strong  pen  of  Mr.  Adams,  who,  it  is  admitted,  holds  one  of  the 
most  powerful,  as  well  as  the  sharpest  pens  in  the  world,  as  the 
public  records  and  his  private  correspondence  certainly  show. 
The  whole  is  too  long  for  insertion  at  once,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
make  the  selection  of  an  extract — but  we  have  preferred  for  the 
present,  his  remarks  on  the  charges  of  corruption  so  liberally  be- 
stowed on  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  friends  of  that 
institution,  and  yet  so  foolishly  or  wickedly  persevered  in;  fool- 
ishly, because  the  enemies  of  the  bank  impeach  their  own  par- 
ty in  the  imputed  corruption — and  wickedly,  for  we  must  needs 
believe  that  those  who  made  such  charges  have  no  manner  of 
belief  in  the  truth  of  them,  a few  solitary  and  important  cases, 
perhaps,  [and  on\y  perhaps,]  excepted. 

Extract  from  Mr.  .Adams’  suppressed  speech. 

And  now,  sir,  let  us  follow  the  track  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  inquire  what  has  been  the  cost  of  this  contested 
election  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  secretary  of  the 
treasury  tells  you,  that  the  sum  of  $60,000,  spent  in  the  space 
of  four  years  upon  electioneering  pamphlets  by  the  hank,  is  stif- 
ficienlly  startling.  Startline;,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  an  emotion,  and 
not  a calculation;  the  word  is  sensitive,  and  not  meditative;  it 
indicates  passion,  and  not  reflection.  It  is  not  the  word  or  the 
thing  best  adapted  to  the  operations  of  a financier.  Calculatiou 
i.s  always  cool.  Let  us  keep  ourselves  cool,  and  compare  ac- 
counts. The,  bank  in  the  course  of  four  years  have  spent 
,$60,000  in  printing  and  paper,  they  say  in  self  defence;  the  i»rc- 
sident  of  the  United  States  says,  in  electioneering  against  him^ 
and  for  a racharter  to  themselves.  This  money  was  the  pro- 


NILES’  REGISTER— AUG.  30,  1834 — SUPPRESSED  SPEECH  OF  MR.  ADAMS.  449 


perly  of  the  stocktiolders,  and  on«-fifth  pari  of  it,  .'^12,000,  be- 
longed to  the  people  of  the  Uiiili-d  Stales.  Sir,  the  pet)ple  of 
the'^Uiiited  States  own  70,000  shares  of  the  stock  of  this  bank. 
When  the  president  of  the  United  Stales  declared  war  against 
tbe  institution,  every  one  of  lliose  shares  was  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  dollars.  What  are  they  worth  now.’  At  the 
iitiiiost,  one  hundred  and  five  dollars  a share.  Compare  the 
prices  current  of  the  two  periods,  arid  you  will  find  that  every 
share  of  bank  stock  owned  by  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
has  lost  twenty-five  dollars  of  its  value  to  them  by  this  elec- 
tioneering of  the  president  of  the  United  Stales,  against  the 
bank,  and  for  himself.  Twenty-five  dollars  a share  upon  se- 
venty thousand  shares  is  one  million  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars— t^nd  this  is  the  sum  which  the  president  of 
the  United  St.itcs  has  levied  upon  the  people,  by  his  election- 
eering against  the  bank  and  for  himself. 

Thus,' then,  stand  the  comparative  accounts.  The  banks 
Itave  cost  the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  in  electioneering 
against  the  president,  and  for  themselves,  twelve  thousand 
dollars.  The  president  h.as  cost  the  people  in  electioneering 
against  the  bank,  and  for  himself,  one  million  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  And  in  this  same  contest  of  elec 
tioneering,  while  the  banks  have  expended  $48,000  of  the  mo- 
ney of  the  other  stockholders,  the  president  of  the  United  States 
has  taxed  them  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars. 
Eight  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  is  the 
Slim  levied  by  the  president  of  the  United  Slates  upon  the  stock- 
holders of  the  bank  for  his  electioneering,  and  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  tells  us  that  $60,000  expended  in  the  same  contest 
by  the  bank  is  sufficiently  startling. 

There  is,  indeed,  this  difference  between  the  sixty  thousand 
dollars  money  of  the  stockholders  expended  in  this  contest  by 
the  bank,  and  the  eight  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thou 
sand  didlars  of  the  same  money  levied  in  the  same  contest  by 
the  president.  With  the  sixty  thousand  dollars,  industry  was 
employed,  and  for  them  an  equivalent  was  received.  Informa- 
tion was  circulated  among  the  people  upon  subjects  deeply 
affecting  their  own  interests,  and  the  materials  were  supplied 
for  making  up  a correct  public  opinion.  Hut  the  eight  millions 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  lax  levied  upon  the 
stockholders  of  the  hank  by  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
iu  electioneering  for  himself,  are  so  much  property  destroyed. 
They  are  so  much  of  the  ca[)ital  stock  of  the  nation  consumed 
as  by  fire;  no  information  has  been  cominunicuted  by  their  de- 
struction to  the  people;  no  industry  has  been  employed;  no 
equivalent  for  the  loss  received.  Far  otherwise.  If  there  be  a 
widow  or  an  orphan  whose  dower  or  whose  inheritance  con- 
sisted of  ten  shares  in  the  slock  of  the  bank,  a lax  of  twenty  five 
dollars  upon  each  and  every  one  of  those  shares  has  been  levied 
upon  that  widow  or  orphan,  as  contributions  to  his  re-election. 
So  much  of  their  property  has  been  taken  away  from  them,  not 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  but  to  be  destroyed.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates,  on  the  first  of  January,  1882, 
was  worth  in  the  market  at  least  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
and  every  stockholder  in  that  institution  might  have  paid  his 
debts  or  purchased  lands  with  his  slock,  at  an  advance  of  thirty 
per  cent.  To  pay  debts  or  to  purchase  lands  at  this  day,  the 
same  stock  may  be  ajiplied  at  an  advance  of  two,  three,  or  at 
most  four  per  cent.  The  difference  is  the  tax  levied  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  for  his  re-election,  and  his  warfare 
against  the  bank.  Not  spent  in  printing  and  circulating  pam- 
phlets, and  propitiating  printers,  but  nullified,  destroyed;  sunk 
in  depreciation,  without  benefit  to  any  human  being. 

Thus  then,  the  reasons  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  re- 
moving the  public  deposites  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches,  are  insufficient.  They  are  insufficient  even 
for  ordering  and  directing  otherwise  than  that  the  deposites 
should  he  made  there,  which  was  the  whole  extent  of  his  lawful 
authority.  They  are  worse  than  insufficient  for  removing  from 
fhem  funds  which  had  been  already  deposited  there,  for  which 
he  had  no  lawful  authority,  and  which  was  usurpation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1 believe  these  charges  of  dishonesty  and  cor 
riipiion  equiilly  iiimenerous  and  unjust.  They  are  ungenerous, 
because  they  are  made  under  the  protection  of  official  station, 
auainst  private  citizens,  in  a manner  which  deprives  them  of 
the  means  of  defendiri!;  themselves  and  vindicating  their  cha- 
racters. They  are  tinjust,  because  made,  not  in  the  candid, 
open  and  explicit  forms  which  ought  to  mark  all  official  denun 
ciations  ag.iinst  individuals,  hut  in  a manner  consciously  eva 
sive  and  distrustful  of  itself,  and  because  they  are  untrue. 

I say  they  are  made  under  the  protection  of  official  station 
aaainst  private  citizens;  for,  sir,  let  it  be  remetnbered  that  the 
president  atid  stock  directors  of  the  hank  of  the  Utiiled  Suites 
are  not  officers  of  tlie  government.  They  are  neither  ap[ioint- 
ed  nor  removable  by  the  president  of  the  United  States.  The 
United  Stales  hold  seven  millions  of  dollars  of  the  slock.  The 
president  and  senate  appoint  five  out  of  the  twenty  five  di- 
rectors, and  the  charier  contains  sundry  provisions  for  making 
the  bank  the  agent  of  the  government  for  the  perforinam-i'  of 
certain  duties  and  services.  But  the  president  and  stock  di- 
rectors are  private  citizens,  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights  of  other  private  citizens.  The  management  of  Ihe  affairs 
of  the  bank  is  intrusted  to  them,  tocether  with  the  government 
directors,  under  the  general  law  of  corporations,  of  acting  by 
majorities,  and  so  long'  as  they  keep  within  the  pale  of  action 
w'arranted  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  a charge  of  dishonesty  or 
corruption  against  them,  uttered  by  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  is  neither  more  nor  less 


than  slander,  omitted  under  the  protection  of  official  station 
against  private  citizens.  'I’his  is  both  ungenerous  and  unjust. 
It  is  an  abuse  of  the  shelter  of  official  station  to  circulate  ca- 
lumny with  impunity. 

Observe,  loo,  that  those  charges,  deeply  as  they  affect  the 
character  of  private  individuals,  are  never  made  directly  against 
them  by  name.  No!  it  is  the  bank,  that  is  the  monsier — the  mo- 
neyed aristocracy — the  mammoth  corporation — that  is  the  sink 
of  coiruplion,  the  purse  proud  tyrant,  corrupt  itself,  and  prac- 
tising corruption  upon  the  whole  people!  And  to  what  an  odi- 
ous e»tetit  have  these  charges  been  carried!  Have  you  your- 
self, Mr.  Speaker,  been  exempted  from  the  geneial  imputed 
contamination.’  Deeply  as  you  may  have  been  dipped  in  the 
Stygian  waters  of  Jacksonism,  are  you  yet  not  vulnerable  at 
the  heel.’  Has  it  not  been  given  as  a reason  for  removing  Ihe 
deposites  only  sixty  days  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  that, 
if  the  last  congress  had  been  in  session  but  one  week  longer, 
the  bank  would  have  corrupted  two  thirds  of  the  members  of 
both  houses,  and  purchased  a recharter  beyond  the  reach  of  a 
veto.’  And  were  not  we  ourselves — was  not  this  present  con- 
gress held  accessible  to  the  same  corruption,  in  advance.’  Was 
not  this  formally  assigned  as  the  reason  for  withdrawing  the  de- 
posiles  without  w'aitiiig  for  our  meeting.’  And  is  not  this  infa- 
mous imputation  authenticated  beyond  all  daring  of  denial.’  In- 
famous, 1 say,  to  us,  to  the  people  who  chose  us  as  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  the  president  and  slock  directors  of  the  bank, 
if  true;  infamous,  if  not  true,  in  him  w’ho  uttered  it. 

Now,  sir,  to  set  you  and  all  the  members  of  both  houses  of 
the  last  and  the  present  congress  aside,  and,  I say,  strip  the 
president  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  their  official  sta- 
tions., and  neither  of  them  would  dare  to  say  to  or  of  Nicholas 
Biddle,  in  the  presence  of  credible  witnesses,  that  he  was  a dis- 
honest or  corrupt  man;  and  what  I say  of  Nicholas  Biddle,  I say 
of  Richard  Willing,  of  Manual  Eyre,  of  Matthew  L.  Bevan,  of 
Ambrose  White,  of  John  Sargeant,  of  James  C.  Fisher,  of 
Joshua  Uippincott,  of  Charles  Chauncey,  of  Matthew  Newkirk, 
of  Lawrence  Lewis  and  of  John  Holmes.  These  were  the  di- 
rectors of  the  bank  who  published  their  defence  against  the  de- 
nunciation of  the  president’s  cabinet  rescript  of  the  18lh  of  Sep- 
tember last.  Now,  I repeal,  strip  Andrew  Jackson  and  Roger 
B.  Taney  of  the  little  brief  authority  which  invests  them  with 
the  privilege  of  slandering  their  fellow  citizens  with  impunity, 
and  neither  of  them  would  dare  to  charge  any  one  of  those 
men  whom  I have  named,  neither  before  their  faces,  or  any 
where  in  the  presence  of  credible,  impartial  witnesses,  with 
dishonesty  or  corruption,  either  in  general  terms  or  by  any  one 
specification.  Neither  of  them  would  dare  go  to  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  there  in  any  possible  manner  avow  a charge 
against  any  one  of  those  men,  which  could  make  up  an  issue 
for  a test  of  character  by  a verdict  of  their  peers.  It  may  in- 
deed, be  a question,  whether  even  a president  of  the  United 
States,  or  a secretary  of  the  treasury,  does  possess  the  right  of 
pouring  forth  slanders  upon  private  individuals,  wholly  without 
responsibility  to  the  laws  protective  of  character.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  under  color  of  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  those  high  dignitaries  to  blast  the  reputation  of 
individuals  by  groundless  imputations  for  which  the  injured 
party  would  in  vain  seek  reparation  or  indemnity  from  the 
laws  of  his  country.  But  even  this  odious  privilege  has  its 
limits.  Neither  a secretary  of  the  treasury,  nor  a president  of 
the  United  Stales,  is  wholly  above  the  law.  No  one  will  deny 
that  both  those  officers  are,  as  individuals,  liable  to  action  or 
indictment  for  slanders,  like  others,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
full  consciousness  of  this,  in  the  undeviating  uniformity  with 
which  they  point  their  official  defamation  at  the  bank,  instead 
of  directing  their  charges,  as  fair  and  honorable  adversaries 
ought  to  do,  at  the  president  and  stock  directors  of  the  bank, 
the  real  objects  of  their  accusations. 

When  the  president  of  the  United  States  said,  that  if  the  last 
congress  had  continued  in  session  one  week  longer,  the  bank 
w’oiild  by  corrupt  means  have  procured  a recharter  by  majo- 
rities of  two  thirds,  in  both  houses  of  congress.  If)  what  portion 
of  the  members  of  both  houses  did  this  honorable  testimonial 
of  his  confidence  specially  apply.’ 

At  Ihe  preceiling  session  of  the  same  congress  a bill  to  re- 
charter  Ihe  bank  had  passed  Ihe  senate  by  a vole  of  28  to  20. 
It  had  p.assed  in  Ihe  house  by  a vote  of  107  to  8,7,  and  this  was 
immediately  after  an  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank 
by  a committee  of  the  house,  who  went  to  I’hiladelphia  for  that 
exprt's.s  pnrixtse,  ami  every  member  of  that  committee  is  also  a 
member  of  this  house.  Of  Ihe  107  members  of  the  house  who 
voted  for  that  recharter,  .70  are.  members  of  this  hou.«e;  of  the  85 
membftrs  whf). voted  against  it,  41  tire  metnbers  of  the  present 
house;  and  there  is  in  this  propnrtioti  on  both  sides,  a coinci- 
dence so  remarkable  tbat  I cannot  help  inviting  to  it  the  at- 
tention of  the  house.  It  has  been  assumed  by  the  president  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  repeated  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
and  by  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  that  the 
re-election  of  the  president,  after  his  veto  upon  this  very  bill  to 
rechartcr  the  hank,  is  of  itself  equivalent  to  a verdict  of  the  peo- 
ple against  the  bank.  Mr.  Speaker,  I shall  not  inquire  what 
sort  of  an  estimate  this  jiosilion  supposes  Ihe  people  to  have 
formed  of  all  the  other  measures  of  a four  year’s  administration. 
It  seems  to  me  an  admission,  that  in  all  the  rest  of  his  mea- 
sures the  people  saw  and  fell  nothing,  which  could  have  secur- 
ed to  him  his  re-election,  but  that  this  crushing  of  the  monster 
was  not  only  meritorious  in  itself,  but  sufficient  to  outweigh  a 
mass  of  demerit  in  the  whole  system  of  the  administration  be- 
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sides,  which  would  have  forfeited  the  claim  to  that  approbation 
of  the  people  of  which  the  result  of  the  election  was  the  test. 
Sir,  if  the  president  of  the  United  States  is  willing  that  his  re- 
putation as  a statesman  at  the  head  of  this  union,  should  go 
down  upon  the  records  of  this  age  to  the  admiration  ot  after 
times,  on  the  single  and  solitary  foundation  of  his  having  de- 
stroyed the  bank  of  United  Stales,  I can  have  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  his  being  gratified.  He  will  suffer  no  injustice  by 
iiaving  that  measure  applied  to  his  foot  as  the  standiird,  and 
then  inferrin;;  from  that  tlie  whole  man.  ^^Expede  Hcrculein,” 
all  the  rest  will  be  perfectly  congenial  with  it;  and  such  I have 
no  doubt  will  be  the  judgment  of  posterity.  But,  sir,  if  Iiis  re- 
election  can,  with  any  pretence  of  reason,  be  considered  as  an 
evidence  of  the  sentence  of  condemnation  by  the  people  against 
the  bank,  then  I say  that  the  re-election  of  the  members  of  the 
house,  who  voted  for  and  against  that  bill  to  recharter  the  bank, 
is  evidence  far  more  conclusive  and  unequivocal  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  with  regard  to  the  bank  and  the  recharter, 
than  the  presidential  election  was  or  could  be.  Now,  sir,  every 
member  of  this  house  who  voted  for  or  against  that  bill  to  re- 
charter the  bank,  has  passed  through  that  ordeal  of  re-election 
since  he  gave  that  vote;  and  it  so  happens  that  the  proportion 
of  re-elected  members  of  those  who  voted  for  and  against  the 
recharter,  is  precisely  the  same.  One  member  of  the  house 
who  voted  for  the  recharter,  Philip  Doddrige,  of  Virginia,  we 
soon  after  followed  in  melancholy  procession  to  the  grave;  and 
sure  [ am  that  there  is  not  a Virginian  heart  who  hears  me,  but 
will  respond  to  me  when  I say,  that  his  vote  was  no  feeble  tes- 
timonial of  the  purity  of  purpose  with  which  every  vote  was 
given  on  that  occasion,  which  now  stands  recorded  in  associa- 
tion with  his.  Had  he  lived  and  consented  to  serve,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  he  would  .still  have  been  one  of  us.  There 
would  then  have  been  51  re-elected  members  of  107  m*em- 
bers  who  voted  for  the  recharter;  there  are  41  of  85  who  voted 
against  it;  and  as  41  is  to  85  so  is  51  to  107.  Sir,  the  doctrine  of 
chances,  and  all  the  other  elements  which  are  mingled  up  in 
the  process  of  electioneering  throughout  this  whole  union,  has 
not  produced  a variation  from  the  proportion,  to  the  amount  of 
a single  man;  and  what  is  the  inference  that  I draw  from  this 
curious  and  extraordinary  arithmetical  demonstration?  Why, 
sir,  that  all  the  members  on  both  sides  of  the  question,  those 
who  voted  for,  and  those  who  voted  against  the  recharter,  faith- 
fully represented  the  sentiments  of  their  respective  constituents; 
and  this  result,  so  uniform,  of  the  elections  to  this  house  through- 
out the  whole  union,  is  of  itself  an  honorable  vindication  of  the 
integrity  of  its  members,  from  the  baseness  imputed  to  them  by 
the  chief  executive  magistrate. 

This  vindication,  it  must  also  be  observed,  is  more  necessary 
to  that  portion  of  the  members  of  the  house  who  voted  against 
the  recharter,  and  were  the  devoted  friends  of  the  president  and 
his  administration,  than  to  the  rest.  It  was  from  the  85  mem- 
bers who  voted  against  the  recharter  that  the  recruits  of  cor- 
ruption must  have  been  levied,  to  constitute  with  the  107  who 
had  already  voted  for  the  recharter,  that  majority  of  two-thirds 
which  could  have  effected  the  recharter  in  defiance  of  the  veto. 
Of  the  85  names  which  stand  thus  recorded,  21  must  have 
changed  their  votes  from  the  negative  to  the  affirmative  before 
the  recharter  could  have  been  accompli.shed  by  a majority  of 
two-thirds;  and  this  is  what  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
considered  not  only  as  practicable,  but  as  certain  to  have  been 
effected,  by  corrupt  means,  if  the  last  session  of  congress  had 
continued  one  week  longer.  Mr.  Speaker,  I do  not  believe 
there  was  one  member  of  the  last  congress  who  voted  against 
the  rechartering  of  the  bank  who  could  have  been  induced  to 
change  his  vote  by  corrupt  means,  had  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  been  base  enough  to  attempt  the  use  of  them. 

I believe  this  imputation  to  have  been  as  unjust  as  it  was  dis- 
honorable to  both  the  parties  implicated  in  it.  That  it  was 
cruelly  ungenerous  towards  the  friends  of  the  administration  in 
this  house  is  my  deliberate  opinion;  and,  as  I am  well  assured, 
there  was  not  one  of  them  justly  obnoxious  to  the  suspicion,  so 
there  is  no  one  of  them  who  can  he  considered  exempted  from 
it.  And  now,  when  we  reflect  that  this  defamatory  and  dis- 
graceful suspicion,  harbored  or  professed  against  his  own 
friends,  supporters  and  adherents,  was  the  real  and  efficient 
cause,  (to  call  it  a reason  would  be  to  shame  the  term),  but  that 
it  was  the  real  inofiwe  for  the  removal  of  the  deposites  during 
the  recess  of  congress,  and  only  two  months  before  its  meeting, 
what  can  we  do  but  hide  our  heads  for  shame!  Sir,  one  of  the 
duties  of  the  president  of  the  United  States — a duty  as  sacred 
ns  that  to  which  he  is  bound  by  his  official  oath,  is  that  of  main- 
taining unsullied  the  honor  of  his  country.  But  how  could  the 
president  of  the  United  States  .assert  in  the  presence  of  any  fo- 
reigner a claim  to  honorable  principle  or  moral  virtue,  as  attri- 
butes belonging  to  his  countrymen,  when  he  is  himself  the  first 
to  cast  the  indelible  stigma  upon  them.  “ Vale,  venalis  civitas, 
mox  peritura,  si  emptorem  invenias,”  was  the  prophetic  curse 
of  Jugurtha  upon  Rome,  in  the  days  of  her  deep  corruption.  If 
the  imputations  of  the  president  of  the  United  States  upon  his 
own  partisans  and  supporters  were  true,  our  country  would  al- 
ready have  found  a purchaser. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  reason  thus  assigned  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Duane,  for 
removing  the  public  moneys  from  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
before  the  meeting  of  congress,  is  not  among  those  which  his 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Taney,  has  assigned  to  congress 
after  their  meeting.  That  it  was  the  true  and  efficient  cause  of 
that  removal  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  positive  testimony  of 


Mr.  Duane,  in  his  third  letter  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
hut  from  the  utter  futility  ol  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Taney. 
There  is  an  evidence  in  facts  theinsi  Ives,  .and  in  the  characters 
of  men,  which  authenticates  t(!siimony  beyond  Hie  reach  of  de- 
nial. Mr.  Duane  staie.s  that  after  Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  on 
the  very  day  when  he,  Mr.  Duane,  entered  u|)on  his  duties  as 
secretary  of  the  tieasury,  had  communicated  to  him  the  deter- 
mination of  the  president  to  cause  the  public  deposites  to  be 
removed  before  the  meeting  of  congress,  the  president  himself, 
the  second  day  after,  confirmed  the  information,  and  said  “that 
the  matter  under  consideration  was  of  vast  consequence  to  the 
country;  that,  unless  the  hank  was  broken  down,  it  would 
break  us  down;  that  if  the  last  congress  had  remained  a week 
longer  in  session,  two-thirds  would  have  been  secured  for  the 
bank  by  corrupt  means,  and  that  the  like  result  might  be  appre- 
hended the  next  congress;  that  such  a state  bank  agency  must 
be  put  in  operation  before  the  meeting  of  congress  as  would 
show  that  the  United  States  bank  was  not  necessary;  and  thus 
some  members  would  have  no  excuse  for  voting  for  it.” 

“My  suggestions  (adds  Mr.  Duane)  as  to  an  inquiry  by  con- 
gress, as  in  December,  1832,  or  a recourse  to  the  judiciary,  the 
president  repelled,  saying  it  would  be  idle  to  rely  upon  either; 
referring,  as  to  the  judiciary,  to  the  decisions  already  made,  as 
indications  of  what  would  be  the  eflecl  of  an  appeal  to  them  in 
future.” 

These,  then,  were  the  effective  reasons  of  the  president  for 
requiring  the  removal  of  the  deposites  before  the  meeting  of  con- 
gress. The  corruptibility  of  the  congress  itself,  and  the  fore- 
gone decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States — the 
legislative  and  judicial  authorities  were  alike  despised  and  de- 
graded. The  executive  will  was  substituted  in  the  place  of  both. 
These  reasons  had  already  been  urged  without  success  upon 
one  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Louis  McLane;  he  had  been  pro- 
moted out  of  office,  and  they  were  now  pressed  upon  the  judg- 
ment and  pliability  of  another.  He,  too,  was  found  refractory, 
and  displaced.  A third,  more  accommodating,  was  found  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Taney.  To  him  the  reasons  of  the  president 
were  all-sufficient,  and  he  adopted  them  without  reserve.  They 
were  all  summed  up  in  one — 

“Sic  volo,  sic  jubeo,  stet  pro  ralione  voluntas.’’ 

— --.>6  ® 0»i<«— 

TENNESSEE  CONVENTION*  AND  THE  PRESIDENT. 

From  the  Nashville  Banner. 

The  members  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  as- 
sembled in  the  town  of  Nashville,  met  in  pursuance  to  notice 
given,  in  their  hall,  on  Wedne.sday,  the  23d  day  of  July,  1834. 
The  hon.  Willie  Blount,  ex-governor  of  the  state,  being  called 
to  the  chair,  col.  W.  K.  Hill,  was  appointed  secretary;  and  the 
object  of  the  meeting  being  made  known  by  colonel  Allen,  of 
Smith,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  sudniitted  by 
him: — 

Whereas,  the  members  of  this  convention  have  heard  with 
pleasure,  that  their  fellow  citizen,  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates,  is  expected  soon  to  arrive  at  the  Hermitage  on  a visit  to 
his  family  and  friends;  and  whereas,  the  organized  and  syste- 
matic attempts  which  have  been  lately  made,  to  degrade  his 
character  and  destroy  the  usefulness  of  his  administration,  have 
been  well  calculated  to  render  the  high  station  to  which  he  has 
been  twice  called  by  the  American  people,  one  of  peculiar  and 
painful  anxiety  to  his  friends,  and  one  of  no  ordinary  responsi- 
bility to  himself:  And  whereas,  the  people  of  Tennessee  on  this, 
as  on  all  other  occasions  of  his  eventful  and  patriotic  life,  have 
entire  confidence  as  well  in  the  integrity  of  his  purposes  as  the 
propriety  of  his  measures:  And  whereas,  the  members  of  this 
convention  are  desirous,  so  far  as  they  can  do  so,  by  ap  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  to  encourage  him  in  the  policy  of  his  adminis- 
tration, and  to  show  the  world,  that  at  home  among  those  who 
have  known  him  longest  and  known  him  best,  that  Andrew 
Jackson  has  a character  for  patriotism  and  virtue,  which  fac- 
tion, however  violent,  or  party  spirit,  however  malignant,  will 
find  it  in  vain  to  calumniate.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a committee,  to  consist  of  twenty-two  mem- 
bers, be  appointed  to  consider  and  report  the  most  suitable  man- 
ner of  testifying  their  respect  for  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  U. 
States: 

Which  was  adopted,  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  chair  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Walton,  chairman,  Mr.  J.  A.  McKinney,  Mr.  R.  J. 
McKinney,  Mr.  Senter,  Mr.  Gillespie,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Weakley, 
Mr.  Cheatham,  Mr.  Childrees,  Mr.  Fulton,  Mr.  Robertson,  Mr. 
Huntsman,  Mr.  Alexander,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr.  Carter,  Mr.  Nelson, 
Mr.  McClennen,  Mr.  Stephenson,  Mr.  Kincannon,  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, Mr.  Bradshaw,  and  Mr.  Webster,  said  committee,  who 
reported  to  another  meeting  the  following  address  and  resolu- 
tion: 

To  Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  Your  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  assem- 
bled in  convention  at  Nashville,  informed  of  your  arrival  at  the 
Hermitage,  for  themselves,  and  in  behalf  of  their  constituents, 
tender  to  you  their  warm  and  respectful  salutations. 

They  remember  that  you  are  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  that 
band  of  patriots,  by  whose  exertions  our  independence  was 
achieved;  and  that  you  arc  one  of  the  surviving  members  of  that 
convention,  which  framed  the  existing  constitution  of  the  state 
under  which  the  people  have  prospered,  and  lived  happily,  for 
almost  forty  years. 

*The  convention  is  in  session  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the 
stale. 
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Tlipy  remember,  with  graiilnrte,  the  many  nierilorioiis  ser- 
vices n liich  you  liave  rendered  m our  country,  in  peace  and  in 
war;  in  ilie  councils  oT  the  nation  and  on  ilie  battle  tield;  and 
they  feel  an  honest  pride  in  claiming  to  be  citizens  of  the  same 
state,  with  one  who  has  done  so  iiiiich  to  establish,  and  preserve 
the  indepeiideiiee,  promote  the  happiness,  and  exalt  the  cha- 
racter o(  the  Aniefican  people. 

They  have  not  been  unconcerned  spectators  of  the  bold,  sys- 
tematic, and  reckless  etlorts  of  your  enemies,  to  weaken  and 
destroy  that  confidence  which  your  countrymen  have  reposed 
in  you;  and  they  but  speak  the  sentiments  of  those  whom  they 
represent,  when  they  assure  you  that  the  measures  of  your  ad- 
niinisiratioii  have  received  their  decided  approbation,  and  that 
they  have  alway--  retained  unshaken  and  iindiminishcd  confi- 
dence in  your  republican  principles,  and  firm  determination,  in 
all  your  measures  to  endeavor  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
peojile,  .and  defend  their  rights  as  secured  by  the  constitution. 

They  will  not  attempt  to  designate,  with  a separate  approval, 
all  the  prominent  measures  of  your  administration. 

Your  otficical  conduct,  during  your  first  term  of  service,  has 
been  sanctioned  at  the  ballot  box.  To  this  decision  the  people 
of  the  state  ol  Tennessee  contributed  with  great  unanimity. 

A knowledge  of  public  opinion  enables  them  to  declare,  that 
the  people  of  the  stale  of  Tennessee  approve  your  course  in  op- 
posing a powerful  moHcyed  iiistitutiou,  whose  existence  is  not 
recognised  in  the  constitution;  that  they  approve  the  veto  upon 
the  bill  recliartering  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
they  also  approve  of  the  removal  of  the  public  deposites  from 
that  instituiion.  They  are  warranted  in  believing  that  said 
hank  hath  interfered  in  the  election  by  the  people,  of  their  pub- 
lic servants:— That  it  hath  expended  its  means  in  controlling  the 
press,  that  it  hath  aimed  at  the  exercise  of  political  power  over 
the  government  and  people  of  these  United  Slates,  and  that  it 
has  refused  to  di.^close  its  transactions  to  the  representatives  of 
the  nation,  when  legally  required  so  to  do,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  its  charter. 

Sir:  In  testimony  of  the  high  respect  they  hear  for  your  cha- 
racter and  distinguished  services,  they  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing re.solution,  and  with  their  ardent  wishes,  that  the  evening 
of  your  life  may  be  as  peaceful  and  happy  as  its  meridian  has 
been  useful  and  brilliant,  they  tender  you  assurances  of  their 
high  consideration  and  esteem. 

Resolved,  That  the  convention  will  adjourn  its  ordinary  busi- 
ness, for  the  purpose  of  meeting  and  receiving  in  the  hall  of  the 
convention,  the  president  of  the  United  Slates,  and  that  the 
president  of  the  convention  be  requested  to  carry  this  resolution 
into  eflTect. 

And  the  sense  of  the  meeting  being  thereon  had,  the  said  re- 
port was  concurred  with.  Whereupon,  on  motion,  the  chair 
appointed  Messrs.  Allen,  Alexander  and  John  A.  McKinney,  a 
committee  to  wait  upon  and  inform  the  president  of  the  United 
Slates  of  their  proceedings. 

WILLIE  BLOUNT,  chairman. 

Mm.  K.  Hill,  secretary. 

August  9th,  1834. 

Sir:  Your  fellow  citizens  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  assem- 
bled in  convention  at  Nashville,  have  appointed  us  a committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  you  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tions and  address,  which  they  have  adopted. 

In  performing  the  duty  assigned  to  us,  we  beg  leave  to  tender 
you  our  warmest  wishes,  that  you  may  enjoy  many  happy  years 
in  the  evening  of  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  your  country. 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servants,  ROBERT  ALLEN, 

ADAM  R.  ALEXANDER, 
JOHN  A.  McKinney. 

.Andrew  Jackson,  president  of  the  United  States. 

THE  PRESIDENT'S  ANSWER. 

Hermitaoe,  August  10,  1834. 

Gentlemen:  The  feelings  awakened  by  the  pioceedings  you 
have  first  communicated  to  me,  leave  me  without  words  to 
convey  an  adequate  sense  of  the  honor  they  confer.  I can 
only  say  that  I receive  them  with  the  sensibility  which  is  natu- 
ral to  one,  who,  with  a just  confidence  of  his  claims  to  the  pub- 
lic sympathy  and  favor,  of  which  he  has  enjoyed  so  great  a 
share,  has  ever  cherished  the  most  sacred  respect  for  the  opi- 
nion of  his  countrymen,  and  for  the  distinction  which  flows 
from  their  approbation  and  regard.  Emanating  as  they  do  from 
a convention,  representing  Ihe  people  in  their  highest  sove- 
reign capacity,  establishing  the  fundamental  laws  of  their  go- 
vernment— a people  with  w’hose  destiny  mine  was  at  an  early 
period  connected,  and  w’ho,  as  familiar  spectators  or  compa- 
nions. have  had  a close  and  intimate  connection  w’ith  my  pri- 
vate and  public  conduct  through  life,  I should  be  more  or  less 
than  human  if  I could  receive  them  without  the  deepest  emo- 
tion and  the  most  profound  sense  of  gratitude. 

I can  declare  with  truth,  gentlemen,  that  I entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  office  I now  hold,  with  reluctance  and  distrust; 
and  I may  add.  with  despair  of  discharging  its  arduous  duties, 
hut  for  the  co  opperation  and  aid  which  I anticipated  from  the 
other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  and  the  indul- 
gence and  liberality  of  my  fellow-citizens  generally.  In  this 
anticipation,  particularly  as  it  regarded  the  people,  I have  not 
been  di.=nppointed.  If  [ have,  therefore,  in  any  moderate  de- 
gree, in  the  conflicts  which  have  grown  out  of  the  measures  of 
my  administration,  contributed  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  and  strengthen  the  means  of  its  future  preservation 


and  union,  my  success  is  mainly  attributable  to  my  good  for- 
tune in  being  accessible  to  the  sentiment,  and  in  beini!  able  to 
follow  the  admonition  and  instruction  which  it  reflected.  Un- 
der siith  circumstances  I reeard  the  llatlering  terms  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  speak  of  the  leading  acts  of  the  ad- 
miiii.-lration  ns  justly  applicapble  to  the  discernment,  intelli- 
gence, and  virtue  of  the  people,  in  whose  hanils  every  day  fur- 
nishes additional  proof  that  the  principles  of  free  government 
are  tilone  safe. 

It  is  against  the  great  truth  that  the  people  are  the  governing 
power  in  a free  republic,  that  much  of  the  violence  and  asperi- 
ty which  have  characterised  the  conduct  of  those  advocating 
the  bftnk  monopoly  has  been  directed— not  against  me,  a mere 
instrument  of  the  laws,  w’hose  place  is  but  temporary  and  will 
soon  be  supplied  by  some  one  more  able  to  ensure  to  them  a 
just  and  wholesome  administration.  Whatever  of  detraction, 
therefore,  may  have  been  for  the  moment  aimed  at  me  by  this 
moneyed  power,  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  satisfy  me 
that  my  exertions  against  the  corrupting  and  baneful  influence 
have  been  beneficially  felt  on  the  side  of  the  great  body  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  in  whose  hands  1 shall  ever  feel  safe. 

I shall,  gentlemen,  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion  to 
visit  Nashville  for  the  purpose  of  paying  my  personal  respects 
to  the  members  of  the  conveiriion,  and  of  manifesting  more 
fully  than  I can  now  do,  the  high  sense  I entertain  of  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  they  have  conferred  upon  me. 

Accept  for  yourselves  the  assurances  of  the  great  respect 
with  which  I am  very  sincerely,  your  fellow-citizen  and  friend, 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Alexander,  and  J.  A.  McKinney,  committee 
on  the  part  of  the  convention. 

MR.  EDWARD  EV^.RETT’S  SPEECH 

AT  THE  SALEM  WHIG  FESTIVAL. 

[Reported  for  the  Salem  Gazette.] 

Mr.  Edward  Everett  observed,  that  he  supposed  he  should  not 
mistake  the  kind  manner,  in  which  the  last  sentiment*  had 
been  welcomed,  if  he  understood  it  to  be  an  expression  of  the 
wish  of  the  company,  that  he  should  address  them.  He  knew 
w’hat  an  arduous  task  it  was  to  do  this,  after  what  the  company 
had  already  heard;  but  on  such  an  occasion,  he  felt  that  he 
ought  not  to  think  of  himself:  and  he  would  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gallant  and  truly  worthy  office  holder,  (general 
Miller),  who  had  just  been  named  with  such  deserved  credit, 
by  his  friend  who  had  preceded  him,  [Mr.  CAoofe]  “I’ll  try.” 
He  should  be  almost  disposed  to  quarrel  with  his  friend  the 
lieutenant  governor,  for  the  distinction  he  had  rather  slily 
drawn  between  speech-makers  and  working  men — those  who 
do  the  talking  and  those  who  do  the  work— had  not  his  honor 
fallen  into  hi.s  own  snare,  and  for  its  length,  made  one  of  the  best 
speeches  the  company  had  heard  that  day.  The  lieutenant  go- 
vernor said  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  taxing  his  imagination. 
How  that  might  be,  Mr.  E.  would  not  undertake  to  say;  but 
every  one  knew  with  what  liberality  he  paid  the  taxes  of  public 
spirit,  benevolence,  charity  and  piety;  and  this  being  the  case, 
it  was  of  little  consequence,  whether  he  levied  or  paid  any 
imaginary  taxes. 

The  incidents  of  this  day,  the  spirit  manifested  by  this  com- 
pany, continued  Mr.  E.  are  indications  of  public  sentiment,  too 
clear  to  be  mistaken.  That  we  have  reached  a critical  period, 
in  the  state  of  public  affairs,  is  too  apparent  to  need  to  be 
formally  stated.  Did  I not  place  unbounded  reliance  on  the  sta- 
bility and  good  sense  of  the  mass  of  the  people — did  I not  know 
that  the  pilgrim  stock  is  not  run  out,  that  the  blood  of  our 
fathers  still  beats  warm  and  undegenerated,  in  the  bosoms  of 
their  children;  did  I not  above  all  feel  and  see  that  the  whig 
spirit — the  spirit  of  ’7G — is  aroused  and  abroad  in  the  land,  I 
siiould  be  almost  ready,  I confess,  to  begin  to  despair  of  the 
republic.  And  when  I sny,  despair  of  the  republic,  \ speak  to 
the  substance  and  spirit  of  the  proposition.  I mean  that  there 
is  reason  for  alarm,  as  to  the  continued  operation  and  sway  of 
the  principles  of  republican  government  and  liberty  protected, 
as  well  as  regulated  by  law,  which  were  embodied  by  our  fa- 
thers in  the  constitution,  I do  not  mean  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  is  any  danger,  that  the  forms  of  the  constitution  will  be 
subverted.  I presume  that,  let  what  will  betide,  w'e  shall  no- 
minally have  a president  elected  every  four  years — seeretaries 
theoretically  amenatde  to  congress,  although  holding  their  of- 
ficial stations  at  the  breath  of  the  president’s  mouth:  and  a 
senate  and  house  of  representatives  to  go  through  the  forms  of 
legislation,  long  after  the  familiar  use  of  the  velo  shall  have 
reduced  their  action,  on  all  important  questions  to  mere  form. 
This  is  a lesson  of  history.  7'he  forms  of  the  commonwealth  in 
Rome  were  many  of  them  kept  up  from  the  first  to  the  last  of 
th«  Cajsars.  The  despots,  who  trampled  her  proud  liberties 
into  the  dust,  did  it  under  the  venerated  name  and  ancient 
dignity  of  the  republic.  The  emperor  who  caused  his  horse 
to  be  raised  to  the  highest  honors  of  the  state,  dared  not  dis- 
card the  letter  of  the  magistracy,  as  it  was  administered  by  the 
Catoes  and  the  Scipios.  He  gave  his  horse  an  office,  hut  it  was 
a republican  office.  Rome  could  not  be  deprived  of  her  con- 
suls, although  the  consuls  might  be  occasionally  provided  with 
an  extra  pair  of  legs.  There  are  impressions  made  in  the  in- 

[*“Edward  Everett — Whose  talents  and  virtues,  whose  va- 
rious accomplishments  and  multiplied  services,  have  rendered 
him  alike  Ihe  favorite  of  his  district,  the  pride  of  his  state,  aj  d 
an  ornament  of  his  country.”  Ed.  Gazette.] 
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fancy  of  states  as  of  men,  which  never  wear  out.  I take  it 
the  time  will  never  come,  vvlnm  the  general  frame  work  and 
official  nomenclature  of  our  constitution  will  he  abandoned. 
Even  Napoleon,  after  he  had  in  fact,  though  not  in  name,  made 
himself  the  dictator  of  France,  thought  it  expedient  to  have  it 

E)ut  to  vote,  whether  he  should  be  consul  for  life:  and  carried  it, 
ly  a majority  of  more  than  three  millions  and  a half  against  a 
handful,  of  whom  our  own  Lafayette  was  the  only  man  of  note. 
I happen  to  have  in  my  pocket  something  like  an  occular  il- 
lustration of  those  principles.  Some  body,  (a  tory  no  doubt), 
has  palmed  off  upon  my  whig  simplicity  this  very  day,  for  a 
quarter  of  a dollar,  a French  franc  piece,  not  certainly  worth 
more  than  nineteen  cents  at  best,  and  a good  deal  the  worse 
for  wear.  What  do  we  behold  upon  it.^  On  one  side,  the 
oaken  garland,  emblem  of  the  civic  triumphs  of  regenerated 
France,  surrounded  with  auspicious  legend  republigue  Fran- 
caise.  And  whose  image  and  superscription,  think  you,  on  the 
other.?  Perhaps  the  emblematic  form  of  the  goddess  of  liberty, 
as  we  see  here  on  our  own  coins.  Perhaps  general  Bonaparte; 
the  hatchet  face  of  the  youthful  hero,  fresh  from  the  battles  of 
Montenotte,  Millesino  and  Lodi.  Alas,  no,  sir,  a far  different 
visage;  but  your  lean  Cassius  grown  into  your  plump  Augustus! 
the  well  known  round  and  autocratic  features  of  a later  date, 
surrounded  with  the  lofty  inscription  Napoleon  empereiir. 

They,  therefore,  of  all  the  deluded  are  the  most  wofully  de- 
ceived, who  slumber  on,  in  confiding  apathy,  and  think  the  re- 
public is  safe,  because  its  organic  forms  are  not  in  appearance 
subverted.  I tell  you,  sir,  that  if  Napoleon  himself  could  burst 
the  rock  of  St.  Helena,  where  he  lies  walled  and  clamped  down, 
fathoms  deep,  in  the  everlasting  granite;  and  if  with  him,  could 
hurst  into  life  the  ghastly  millions,  that  fell  upon  all  his  battle 
fields  from  the  frozen  clods  of  Russia  to  the  baked  mud  of  the 
Nile,  and  land  in  one  resistless  host  upon  our  continent  and 
subdue  it,  he  would  leave  you  the  forms  of  the  constitution; 
he  would  graciously  allow  you  to  be  the  agents  of  your  suhjec 
lion  and  shame;  and  when  he  had  desolated  your  cities,  wasted 
your  fair  fields,  plundered  your  substance,  torn  your  sons  from 
your  arms,  and  drenched  your  hearths  in  blood,  he  would  tell 
you  he  came  for  your  good,  that  he  came  to  rescue  you  from 
aristocrats  and  monopolists,  and  to  bring  you  happiness  and 
glory. 

Neither,  sir,  let  it  be  thought  that  the  republic  is  safe,  because 
the  private  rights  of  the  people  have  as  yet  suffered  nothing,  from 
the  direct  encroachments  of  illegal  power.  No  one  supposes 
that  we  are  as  yet  in  danger  of  forced  loans;  of  taxes  levied 
without  authority  of  law.  There  is  no  ground  ofapprehension, 
that  the  farmer  as  he  brings  home  the  return  of  his  industry  at 
night,  from  the  market,  will  be  stopped  by  a sergeant’s  guard, 
and  made  to  pay  half  of  it  to  the  government.  If  a man  has  a 
suit  in  court,  on  a matter  of  private  right,  he  is  morally  certain 
that  justice  will  be  done  him.  To  be  sure;  and  so  he  is  in 
Austria — in  Russia.  When  therefore  the  advocates  of  the  ad- 
ministration tell  us  that  the  country  is  not  blighted,  as  with  a 
present  curse,  that  private  industry  will  earn  its  reward,  tin- 
shared  by  the  government — that  the  ordinary  march  of  occupa- 
tion is  not  wholly  obstructed,  and  would  hence  argue  that  the 
complaints  against  the  administration  are  unfounded,  I feel 
my  common  sense  in>;ttltcd.  Why,  sir,  this  is  substantially  the 
state  of  things,  in  all  countries — in  all  civilized  countries. 
Political  communities  could  not  otherwise  be  kept  together. 
There  are  certainly  points,  in  which  a despotism  produces  prac- 
tical encroachments  on  private  rights,  hut  it  is,  at  least  under 
a virtuous  despot,  to  a le.ss  extent,  than  might  at  first  he  sup- 
posed. I take  it  a pure,  private  question  of  mcum  and  tuum 
is  decided  as  promptly  as  equitably,  at  St.  Petersbiirch  as  at 
New  York.  And  a pretty  boast  truly,  for  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  of  America,  that  we  are  no  worse  off  than  they  are  in 
Siberia! 

Neither,  sir,  ought  it  to  be  any  consolation  to  one  who  un- 
derstands and  prizes  our  constitution,  in  its  purity,  that  few 
bloody  violations,  of  personal  right  and  liberty  have  been  at- 
tempted; that  men  have  not  been  dragged  out  of  their  beds  at 
night,  immured  in  prisons  or  hung.  A member  of  congress,  to 
he  sure,  occasionally  has  his  bones  broken  on  the  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  or  is  shot  at  on  the  slep.s  of  the  capital;  hut  we  are  in 
no  danger  of  the  Turkish  bow-string,  of  the  Russian  knout,  or 
the  Sanish  inquisition.  These  remnants  of  barbarism  are  al- 
most exploded  at  Madrid,  St.  Petersburgh  and  Consiantinoide. 
Their  disuse  belongs  less  to  constitutions  than  to  manners. 
They  are  not  much  to  be  dreaded,  by  the  mass  of  the  people, 
any  where.  Why,  sir,  at  the  heiglit  of  the  reign  of  terror  in 
France,  the  theatres  were  kept  open  and  crowded;  and  Na|>o 
leon,  all  powerful  and  fearful  as  he  wa-',  the  arbiter  of  life  and 
death  to  millions,  used  to  say,  he  presumed  there  were  men 
in  Paris  who  had  never  heard  of  his  name.  The  fact  is,  sir, 
and  I know  it  from  personal  observation,  that  people  who  stay 
at  home,  and  mind  their  business,  keep  out  of  hot  water,  say 
nothing  against  the  sultan  or  mufti,  and  take  care  not  to  get 
very  rich,  are  extremely  well  off  in  Turkey.  The  idea  that  the 
grand  seignor  goes  about  chopping  off  the  heads  of  harmless 
people  for  sport,  belongs  to  the  nursery — it  is  one  of  mother 
Goose’s  tales.  Peter  Parley  is  beyond  that.  When,  therefore, 
we  are  told,  that  people  are  safe  in  their  houses,  and  in  their 
streets,  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  and  that  we  ought  to 
be  content  with  this,  I am  shocked  at  it,  as  in  itself  a proof, 
that  men  are  beginning  to  be  indifferent  to  the  real  nature  of 
constitutional  liberty — that  they  are  beginning  to  compound 
with  those  who  have  so  signally  betrayed  their  confidence— to 


say,  spare  us  our  lives  and  property,  do  not  shoot  or  plunder 
us,  and  rule  us  as  long  as  you  please— in  short,  that  they  are 
thinking  seriously  of  Esau’s  bargain,  and  selling  their  blood- 
bought  birth  right,  for  a mess  of  pottaee. 

No,  sir,  the  spirit  and  essence  of  liberty  are  very  different 
from  the  constitutional  forms  in  which  it  is  embodied;  and  even 
these  may  be  trampled  down,  by  those  who  forbear  any  violent 
attempt  on  life,  limb  or  property. 

Practically,  the  people  of  the  United  Slates,  as  far  as  the  ge- 
neral government  is  concerned,  are  living  under  a monarchy. 
The  executive — a functionary  created  by  the  constitution  to 
enforce  the  laws — has  erected  his  own  will  into  a law,  repeal- 
ing or  transcending  all  other  law.  The  spirit  of  party  has  so 
completely  mastered  that  of  patriotism,  that  men  in  high 
places— men  of  name  before  the  country— legislators — repre- 
sentatives of  the  people — not  only  support  the  chief  of  their 
party  in  measures  which  they  know  to  be  highly  injurious,  but 
support  him  in  such  a way,  as  to  make  him  think  they  really 
approve  those  measures  and  admire  and  reverence  him  for  pur- 
suing them.  It  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  the  course  of 
the  administration,  the  last  year,  was  supported  through  thick 
and  thin,  by  some  members  in  congress,  who  admitted  that  it 
had  been  conceived  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  effects  it  was  to 
produce,  and  was  now  pursued  to  the  serious  detriment  to  the 
community.  What  worse  can  happen  in  a monarchy.?  And  is 
there  not  reason  to  despair  of  the  republic,  when  the  rash  con- 
ceits, the  personal  feelings,  the  admitted  errors  of  one  man  be- 
come the  law  of  the  land;  which,  even  those  who  feel  and  ad- 
mit their  ruinous  operation,  want  courage  and  virtue  to  resist.? 
nay  more,  which  they  are  obliged  to  laud  as  the  perfection  of 
wisdom.? 

Such  is  the  state  of  things  in  this  country.  The  terrific  force 
of  party  discipline,  the  personal  popularity  of  the  president, 
have  wrought  a practical  revolution.  The  form  of  a house  of 
representatives  is  kept  up,  but  its  spirit,  for  the  present,  is  gone: 
for  its  members  sustain  measures,  which  they  disapprove,  for 
fear  of  being  put  under  the  ban  of  the  party,  and  incurring  the 
displeasure  of  its  chief. 

There  is  another  symptom  of  degeneracy  which  might  well 
justify  a despair  of  the  republic;  I mean  the  prostration  of  the 
self-respect  of  the  house  of  representatives.  There  is,  in  almost 
all  organized  bodies,  what  the  French  call  the  esprit  de  corps— 
a feeling  common  to  the  members  of  the  body,  as  such — whe- 
ther the  army  or  navy,  or  a separate  command  in  either — or  a 
civil  association — or  a geographical  section  of  country — a bank 
— a college — or  even  a private  club:  there  is  a feeling  common 
to  its  members  as  such,  which  holds  them  to  cherish  the  re- 
putation of  the  body,  and  to  feel  a sensibility  at  all  indiscriminate 
warfare  upon  it.  Patriotism  is  but  the  same  feeling  enlarged. 
In  high  and  dignified  bodies,  clothed  with  august  functions — in 
parliaments — in  senates,  in  courts  of  justice — this  feeling  as- 
sume.s  unusual  gravity  and  elevation,  ft  rises  into  principle;  it 
is  a source  of  strenuous  effort — it  bids  men  toil,  and  suffer,  and, 
if  need  be,  bleed,  that  they  may  adorn  the  name  of  some  great 
and  venerable  organization,  and  hand  it  down,  more  illustrious 
for  their  connection  with  it,  to  posterity.  If  there  be  bodies  on 
earth,  which  ought  to  possess  this  feeling,  they  are  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States.  If  on  earth 
there  is  a body  of  men,  who  ought  to  feel  a sober,  reflective,  re- 
sponsible sense  of  station,  is  it  not  the  chosen  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Slate.®.?  Against  any  sweeping  impu- 
tations on  its  purity,  this  is  a body  one  might  have  thought, 
which  would  be  up  in  arms:  Against  any  wholesale  or  general 
denunciation  of  its  members,  one  might  have  hoped,  that,  the 
whole  assembly  would  have  risen  in  indignation.  And  what 
have  we  witnessed.?  This  house  of  representatives,  by  a ma- 
joiityof  more  than  two  to  one,  passes  a resolution,  that  the 
public  money  is  safe  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  (what 
none  but  a madman  could  deny),  and  for  passing  that  resolution 
the  president  declares  to  his  secretary  of  the  treasury,  that  a 
majority  of  the  members  is  bribed  by  the  bank;  and  that  if  they 
had  remained  in  session  a few  weeks  longer  two-thirds  of  them 
would  have  taken  the  bribe;  and  for  this  reason,  and  in  order  to 
keep  his  policy  safe  beneath  the  wings  of  the  veto,  he  orders 
this  secretary,  against  his  own  convictions,  to  remove  the  pub- 
lic money  from  the  place  of  legal  deposit,  before  congress  con- 
venes: and  the  secretary  refusing,  is  removed  himself.  Does 
the  house  of  representatives,  under  the  influence  of  the  feeling 
I have  described,  resent  the  insult.?  Does  that  portion  of  it, 
friendly  to  the  administration— the  portion  of  course  aimed  at — 
the  pre.sident’s  friends,  repel  this  insinuation,  that  they  are  the 
subjects  of  corruption.?  Does  a solitary  friend  of  the  president 
shew  that  he  feels  either  wounded  nr  grieved.?  Look  at  the  jour- 
nals of  the  last  session,  and  see  the  unbroken  phalanx  steadily 
voting  in  support  of  a policy,  which,  as  far  as  the  time  of  its 
adoption  is  concerned,  proceeded  on  the  calculation,  that  they 
themselves — the  men  who  support  it — are  within  the  reach  of 
the  gold  of  the  bank.  I believe,  that  if  any  king  of  England, 
of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  should  utter  such  language  to  a lord 
of  the  treasury,  touching  the  house  of  commons,  the  day  on 
which  he  uttered  if,  would  he  the  last  of  his  reign.  The  house 
of  commons,  thus  outraged,  would  rise  as  one  man.  He  would 
be  dragged  from  his  palace  to  the  tower — from  the  tower  to  the 
scaffold — his  line  driven  out  into  exile — his  blood  attainted — 
his  dynasty  extinguished  forever.  Or  if  milder  councils  were 
required,  as  I trust  they  would  be,  by  the  civilization  of  the 
day,  parliament  would  resolve  that  the  royal  intellect  was  im- 
paired—a regency  bill  would  pa-s  in  three  days,  and  the  un- 
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happy  monarch  would  be  sequestered,  as  bereft  of  reason,  with- 
in the  inmost  courts  and  darkest  halls  of  Windsor  castle. 

Sir,  1 speak  witliout  the  least  personal  bitterness  of  the  pre- 
sident: I feel  none.  I have  been  opposed  to  his  administration; 
but  if  I have  erred,  it  has  been  rather  on  the  side  of  tameness 
than  violence.  His  military  services  never  wanted  the  humble 
tribute  of  my  acknowledgment,  both  before  and  since  he  came 
into  office.  I never  performed  a public  duty  with  greater  cor- 
diality, than  that  of  bidding  him  welcome,  on  behalf  of  my  fel- 
low citizens,  to  the  heights  of  Charlestown,  on  occasion  of  his 
visit  to  that  town;  and  though  it  was  not  possible  for  any  man  in 
the  country  to  be  less  interested  in  it,  no  man  would  have  been 
better  pleased,  that  this  second  term  of  office,  so  auspiciously 
commenced,  should  have  been  finished  in  peace  and  honor,  and 
that  his  retired  old  age  should  be  tranquil  and  happy.  But  he 
lias  chosen  otherwise,  and  according  to  his  avowal  to  the 
senate,  from  “a  deliberate  sense  of  duty.”  If  he  would  gain 
credit  for  that  avowal,  he  will  concede  as  much  to  those  who 
differ  from  him — to  you  fellow  citizens,  and  to  me. 

But,  sir,  with  all  the  inauspicious  signs  of  the  times,  there  is 
yet  ground  for  cheerfulness,  confidence  and  hope.  A portion 
of  the  people  are  deluded;  but  the  mass  is  sound,  and  in  ad- 
vance of  their  representatives.  The  glorious  stand  taken  by 
the  senate  of  the  United  States,  and  signally  so  by  that  portion 
of  it,  justly  and  richly  rewarded  with  this  day’s  honors,  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  people.  Every  noble  sentiment  which 
has  been  heard  within  its  walls,  has  met  with  an  approving  re- 
sponse from  the  remotest  quarters  of  the  land.  New  York  in 
her  charter  elections  gallantly  led  the  way;  Louisiana  has  fol 
lowed  the  noble  example,  and  in  whatever  direction  we  cast 
our  eyes,  the  omens  are  full  of  hope.  The  broad  and  spreading 
cloud,  which  hung  over  us;  black  with  terror;  wrapping  up 
within  its  folds  all  the  elements  of  destruction;  the  hurricane, 
the  deluge  and  the  thunder  bolt,  is  passing;  the  winds  of  heaven 
are  wasting  it  away;  the  glorious  sun  has  struggled  through  it, 
and  is  already  painting  its  edges  with  purple  and  gold;  and  na- 
ture will  but  smile  in  fresher  green  for  the  drops  which  have 
fallen.  It  was  indeed  a fearful  tempest,  but  the  senate  of  the 
United  States  most  gloriously  rode  out  the  storm.  The  gallant 
vessel  has  been  sadly  buffetled — wave  after  wave  has  dashed 
against  her  sides,  and  all  the  Bonds  of  executive  wrath  and 
power,  and  party  rage,  have  at  times  seemed  to  roll  in  upon 
iier,  with  a force  that  must  drive  her  upon  the  rocks.  But  the 
sheet  anchor  held  fast;  the  ground  tackle  proved  good;  and  the 
voice  of  the  pilot  was  lieard  above  the  winds — clear  and  strong 
and  cheerful. 

And  not  there  alone  sir,  it  has  been  heard  throughout  the  land. 
This  day — this  happy  occasion  — this  distinguished  company 
show,  that  the  services  rendered  in  the  senate  have  been  ap 
preciated.  Those  of  us,  who  were  near  the  scene  of  action, 
can  bear  witness  to  the  unexampled  vigor,  the  well  renewed 
activity,  the  spirit  that  seemed  to  grow  with  exhaustion — the 
power  that  increased  as  it  was  exerted — the  unshaken  intrepi- 
dity— the  strains  of  argument,  as  convincing  as  ever  fell  from 
the  lips  of  man,  the  overwhelming  eloquence,  with  which  the 
senate  chamber  has  resounded,  and  to  which  you  this  day  pay 
the  willing  tribute  of  applause.  I rejoice  in  the  belief,  that  the 
feelings,  which  dictate  this  tribute,  are  not  confided  to  you,  fel- 
low citizens,  who,  as  the  personal  friends  and  neighbors  of  our 
distinsuished  senator,  cannot  but  cherish  a peculiar  pride,  in 
his  efforts  and  his  fame;  but  that  the  country,  at  large,  has  been 
the  observant  and  admiring  witness  of  his  services — has  grate- 
fully noticed  his  glorious  defence  of  her  rights — and  is  prepar- 
ing for  him  the  highest  reward  it  can  bestow  on  a great  and  suc- 
cessful champion  of  her  cause,  in  the  hour  of  its  darkest  peril. 
1 will  not  enlarge  upon  this  refiectioti:  I submit  it  to  the  sober 
consideration  of  this  patriotic  and  intelligent  company.  I com- 
mend it  particularly  to  you,  young  w’higs  of  Salem  and  its  vici- 
nity, of  whom  I have  the  gratification  to  see  so  many  before  me 
this  day.  I call  on  you,  and  those  like  you,  to  save  the  coun- 
try. You  can  do  it,  you  alone  can  do  it.  The  world  is  the  he- 
ritage of  the  young.  It  is  animated,  controlled,  urged  on,  by 
the  young.  The  aged  can  but  afford  example  and  counsel; 
those,  who  have  reached  the  meridian  of  life,  most  of  them, 
begin  to  grow  weary  of  the  toil  and  strife,  the  heat  and  burden 
of  the  day.  The  young,  the  fresh,  Ihe  unexhausted,  must  come 
to  the  rescue.  Remember  Bunker  Hill.  Remember  the  martyr 
of  the  day,  the  immortal  Warren,  the  youngest  among  those  of 
rank,  who  trod  the  blood  stained  soil.  Think  of  Lafayette, 
who,  hardly  nineteen  years  of  age,  came  to  us  like  a young  an- 
gel of  hope,  across  the  Atlantic,  with  courage  and  strength  on 
his  wings.  Arise  young  men,  arise  and  save  the  country.  You 
can  save  it;  none  other  than  you,  and  those  like  you,  through- 
out the  land,  can  save  it.  The  spirit  is  awakened;  ihe  people 
are  aroused;  the  hosts  of  liberty  are  rushing  to  the  fields  auaiust 
the  hosts  of  place  and  power;  and  they  now  call  on  you  to  take 
the  post  of  honor  and  of  danger,  on  the  front  of  the  line,  and  to 
say  who  shall  lead  you  to  the  battle  and  to  triumph. 

I give  you,  fellow  citizens. 

Our  distinguished  guest— the  highest  honors  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  its  ablest  defender. 

MR.  TANEY’S  RECEPTION  AT  FREDERICK,  MD. 

On  the  6th  Augusi,  .Mr.  Taney,  late  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
was  received  at  Frederick  by  a large  party  of  his  political  friends, 
with  whom  he  afterwards  publicly  dined.  On  arriving  at  the 
hotel,  he  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Thomas  (the  member  of  con- 
gress from  tlie  district)  as  follows; 


Mr.  Taney;  I appear  in  behalf  of  the  Jackson  republicans  of 
Frederick  county  and  at  their  request,  to  give  you  a cordial 
welcome,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  warm  gratitude  which  they 
feel  for  the  able,  honest  and  patriotic  part,  you  have  performed 
in  the  cabinet  of  their  much  loved  chief  magistrate.  VV  ith  this 
approbation  of  your  public  conduct  and  high  respect  for  the  pu- 
rity of  your  private  life,  I am  authorised  to  express  their  deep 
indignation  at  the  ungenerous  and  vindictive  course  towards 
you,  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Btates.  Your  old  neighbors  of 
Frederick  have  given  indign.nnt  atleniion  to  the  indiscriminate 
warfare  to  which,  for  more  than  seven  months  past,  your  public 
conduct  has  been  subjected.  A very  large  proportion  of  a long 
session  of  the  senate  has  been  consumed  in  fiuitless  attempts  to 
destroy  utterly  your  reputation.  With  that  view  your  official 
acts  have  undergone  a most  rigid  supervision  and  have  been  ex- 
posed to  commentaries  and  constructions  of  the  most  illiberal 
and  unmanly  character.  Not  content  v\  ilh  the  most  rancorous 
and  unsparing  scrutiny,  in  your  official  acts  and  proceedings, 
the  dignity  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States  has  been  sullied 
by  the  coarse,  rude,  unmerited  personal  defamation,  of  which 
you  have  beon  the  object. 

In  aid  of  these  ruthless  attempts  at  your  ruin  on  the  floor  of 
the  senate,  a press  influenced  by  the  most  sordid  of  all  induce- 
ments has  spread  far  and  wide  gross  misrepresentations  of  your 
w hole  life  and  conduct.  Elsewhere  your  assailants  may  nave 
been  partially  successful.  Strangers  to  your  past  life  may  be- 
lieve that  the  senate  have  rightly  appreciated  your  motives. 
But  such,  be  assured,  is  not  the  opinion  of  this  community. 
Having  been,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  a resident  amongst 
them,  your  rules  of  conduct  arc  well  known  to  this  people. 
They  know  that  your  acceptance  of  the  office  of  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  was  not  determined  by  sordid  or  selfish  considera- 
tions. That  station  when  ofl'ered,  they  feel,  could  not,  without 
dishonor,  have  been  declined.  Having,  as  attorney  general,  ad- 
vised a measure  to  frustrate  a daring  attempt  to  impair  the  rights 
of  the  people,  you  repaired,  when  required,  to  enforce  that  mea- 
sure, promptly,  to  the  post  of  responsibility,  and  of  danger.  By 
so  doing,  you  have  merited  the  gratitude  of  an  enlightened  peo- 
ple. While  the  signal  ability  with  which  you  have  managed 
the  financial  department  of  the  goveriiuient,  entitles  you  to  the 
warm  good  will  of  all  who  sincerely  desire  to  prostrate  a pow- 
erful corporation,  now  boldly  seeking  to  participate  in  the  choice 
of  our  chief  magistrate.  You  sir,  have  supped  forward  to  stay 
its  course.  To  avenge  the  blow  you  have  skilfully  inflicted  on 
that  institution,  its  abettors  have  atteiiiptid  your  destruction. 
Vain  and  fruitless  are  their  efforts.  You  have  been  warmly 
welcomed  elsewhere;  you  are  warmly  vveleomed  here,  by  an 
incorruptible  people,  grateful  for  your  patriotic  services. 

Again,  sir,  I tender  you  the  friendly  congratulations  of  the 
Jackson  republicans  of  Frederick  county,  w ith  an  assurance, 
that  it  has  afforded  me  iniicli  pleasure  to  have  been  made  the 
organ  of  this  coiniiiuiiicatioii. 

To  which  Mr.  Taney  replied — 

Sir:  I am  grateful  for  the  honors,  with  which  my  fellow  citi- 
zens of  Frederick  city  and  county,  have  this  day  received  me. 
I lived  so  many  years,  in  the  midst  of  them;  and  that  residence 
is  endeared  to  me  by  so  many  cherished  recollections;  that,  I 
never  find  myself  approaching  Frederick,  without  feeling  as  if  I 
were  again  bending  my  footsteps  to  my  own  home,  again  to 
dwell  in  the  midst  of  a people,  whose  long  continued  kindness 
to  Hie,  I can  never  forget,  and  shall  warmly  and  gratefully  bear 
in  my  memory  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I see,  around  me,  many  citizens,  who  were  well  known  to 
me  during  almost  the  whole  period  of  my  residence  in  Frede- 
rick. And  the  deep  emotions,  with  which  the  events  of  this 
day  are  so  w'ell  calculated  to  inspire  me,  are  greatly  increa.^ed 
when  I behold  so  many,  well  remembered  faces,  greeting  my 
arrival,  with  looks  of  friendship  and  approbation. 

Under  any  circumstances,  such  proofs  of  the  confidence  of 
my  fellow  citizens  would  be  gratefully  acknowledged.  But  the 
recent  incidents  of  my  life  give  them  peculiar  value.  When  I 
entered  on  the  high  and  delicate  office  which  I recently  filled, 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  were  stran- 
gers even  to  my  name,  I had  never  been  a member  of  either 
house  of  congress.  The  office  of  attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  nature  of  its  duties  was  not  calculated  to  make 
my  name  familiar  to  the  ear  of  the  people  in  the  brief  space  for 
which  I held  it.  And  when  I was  unexpectedly  called  to  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury  in  a season  of  severe  trial, 
when  the  best  and  highest  interests  of  this  great  nation  offree- 
iiuMi  were  vitally  connected  with  the  measures  of  that  depart- 
ment, I could  not  but  feel  that  my  humble  name  would  give  no 
w'eiiiht  to  the  measures  I had  determined  to  adopt,  that,  out  of 
Maryland,  I was  unknown  to  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people — and  could  not  therefore,  if  attacks  should  be  made  upon 
me,  appeal  for  my  vindication  to  their  previous  knowledge  of 
me,  and  a long  life  passed  in  the  honest  endeavor  to  discharge 
to  the  best  of  my  power,  my  duties  as  a man  and  a citizen. 
Yet  a crisis  had  come„which  did  not  allow  me  to  hesitate  as  to 
the  path  of  duty. 

It  was  obvious  to  my  mind  from  the  facts  before  me,  that  a 
great  moneyed  corporation,  possessing  a fearful  power  for  good 
or  for  evil,  had  entered  into  the  field  of  political  warfare,  and 
was  deliberately  preparing  its  plans  to  obtain,  by  means  of  its 
money,  an  irresistible  political  influence,  in  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  control  the  measures  of  the  govern- 
rnent.  It  was  evident,  if  this  ambitious  corporation  should  sue- 
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Ceed  In  its  designs,  that  the  liberties  of  the  country  would  soon 
be  destroyed,  tliat  the  power  of  self-goveriuiient  would  be  wrest- 
ed from  llie  people,  and  tliey  would  find  tlieniseives  at  no  dis- 
tant day  under  ilie  dominion  of  the  worst  of  all  po.<sihle  govern- 
ments, a moneyed  aristocracy.  In  this  posture  of  affairs  full  of 
peril,  and  of  the  deep  interest  to  this  great  nation,  1 saw  the 
grey  haired  patriot  now  at  the  head  of  the  government,  who  has 
so  olten  breasted  every  danger  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  once  more  prepared  to  plant  hiinseli  in  the  breach,  to 
defend  his  countrymen  at  every  hazard  to  himself,  from  the  im- 
pending danger.  1 firmly  believed,  and  still  believe  that  the 
safety  of  the  country  depended  on  his  proni[)t  and  decisive  ac- 
tion. 1 had  long  us  one  of  his  cabinet,  advised  the  proceeding 
which  he  finally  made  up  his  mind  to  adopt.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  was  iinpoesible,  that  1 could  without  dishonor 
have  hesitated,  about  accepting  the  office  he  proffered  me,  or 
have  shrunk  from  the  responsibility  of  executing  a measure 
which  1 had  myself  advised  at  a time  when  it  was  believed  that 
the  duty  would  be  performed  by  another  person.  It  was  im- 
possible in  a crisis  when  the  dearest  interests  of  the  country 
were  at  stake,  that  I would  without  just  disgrace,  have  refused 
to  render  rny  best  services  in  its  defence.  I should  have  been 
unworthy  of  the  friendship  of  the  high  spirited  and  patriotic  ci- 
tizens who  are  now  around  me,  if  I could  have  thougiit  of  my- 
self, and  rny  own  poor  interests,  at  such  a moment. 

The  measures  which  I have  adopted  as  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury are  now  before  the  public,  and  I am  ready  to  abide  the 
judgment,  which  the  American  people  shall  pass  upon  them. 
They  have  indeed  brought  upon  me,  it  seems,  a deep  and  en- 
during spirit  of  hostility.  I have  been  singled  out  from  among 
the  number  who  advised,  and  who  approved  of  the  measures, 

1 pursued,  as  a fit  object  to  receive  a peculiar  mark  of  indigni- 
ty. The  most  unsparing  efforts  have  been  made  to  impeach 
the  integrity  of  my  motives,  and  to  destroy  me  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  althougii,  I am  no 
longer  in  office,  the  same  spirit  is  still  abroad,  and  still  pursues 
its  object  with  unwearied  perseverance.  I do  not  mention 
these  things  to  complain  of  them.  I should  have  been  blind  to 
the  examples  of  history,  if  I had  not  expected  them.  No  man 
who  has,  at  any  period  of  the  world  stood  forth  to  maintain  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  against  a moneyed  aristocracy,  grasping 
at  power,  has  ever  met  with  different  fate.  Its  unrelenting, 
unquenchable  hate  has  never  failed  to  pursue  him  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  life,  and  when  in  his  grave.  Money  can  always 
buy  instruments — and  1 was  not  weak  enough  to  siipjiose  that  I 
should  escape  what  all  others  in  a like  situation  have  been 
doomed  to  encounter. 

Having  as  I have  already  said,  had  no  connection  until  re- 
cently with  the  general  government,  I was  altogether  unknown 
to  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  other  states,  and  cannot 
therefore  in  reply  to  the  assaults  made  upon  me  appeal  to  their 
previous  knowledge  of  my  principles  and  conduct.  But  in  Ma- 
ryland it  is  otherwise.  Born  in  the  state,  my  life  has  been 
passed  in  the  midst  of  its  citizens,  until  age  is  now  coming 
upon  me.  To  them  I can  confidently  appeal,  for  they  have 
known  me  from  iny  childhood.  To  the  citizens  who  now  sur- 
round me,  I can  still  more  confidently,  for  among  them  I pass- 
ed twenty-two  years  of  the  (irime  of  my  life;  taking  an  active 
part  during  all  that  time  in  their  public  concerns.  It  is  from 
the  people  of  Maryland  that  the  citizens  of  other  states  must 
in  a great  measure  learn  iny  character  and  my  principles— and 
of  none  more  jiislly  can  the  inquiry  be  made  than  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  who  have  so  long,  and  so  intimately 
known  me.  And  gratifying  as  their  approbation  and  support 
would  at  all  times  have  proved,  I acknowledge,  that,  at  a mh- 
rnenl  like  this  I feel  it  with  more  than  ordinary  sensibility. 
The  honors  with  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  receive  me 
— the  numerous  body  of  freemen  who  are  now  gathered  about 
me — the  public  expression  of  their  undiminished  confidence 
and  esteem  which  at  their  request,  you  have  just  made  to  me, 
is  a proud  and  cheering  testimony,  to  which  I can  point  to  re- 
pel the  calumnies,  which  are.  continually  heapeil  upon  me. 

The  time  will  come,  sir,  I doubt  not,  when  every  man  who 
loves  the  free  institutions  of  the  country  will  be  ready  to  admit 
the  misconduct  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  any  similar  corporation.  Many 
honest  and  estimable  men  are  now  opposed  to  us.  who  are  led 
away  by  mistaken  notions  of  party  obligations — or  are  loo 
much  under  the  influence  of  parly  prejudices  to  examine  the 
subject  fairly,  and  form  an  impartial  judgment  for  themselves. 
The  lime  will  soon  come  when  such  men  will  look  hack  with 
deep  regret  at  the  course  they  have  puroied,  and  are  still  pur- 
suing, and  will  do  justice  to  those  who  have  shewn  themselves 
ready  to  make  personal  sacrifices  to  maintain  unimpaired,  for 
this  great  people,  the  blessings  of  freedom. 

It  is  an  additional  gratification,  to  find  you,  sir,  selected  as 
the  organ  to  communicate  to  me  the  sentiments  of  this  large 
assemblage  of  my  fellow  citizens.  A.s  the  representative  of 
this  district,  I received  from  you,  during  my  brief  and  eventful 
administration  of  the  iretisury  department,  the  most  firm  and 
steady  support.  It  was  to  the  committee  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives, of  which  you  were  the  head,  that  the  (leople  of 
this  country  are  .indebted  lor  the  proof  that  the  alfaiis  of  the 
bank  have  been  so  managed,  that  it  i.s  compelled,  in  the  face  of 
the  plain  provisions  of  its  charter,  to  hide  its  proeeedings  from 
the  public  eye.  The  official  report  of  your  committee  sliews, 
that  the  bank,  aware  of  the  conclu.siuns  which  must  inevitably 
be  drawn  from  their  refusal  to  submit  itself  to  a fair  and  full 


examination,  made  every  effort  to  escape,  without  coming  to  a 
direct  deniiil.  But  the  taletit.s,  ffrmness  and  perseverance  of 
the  commillee,  baffled  the  design,  and  compelled  them  to  de- 
cide directly,  and  unequivocally,  wlieiher  they  w’ould  lay  open 
their  proceedings  to  strict,  and  itnpatiial  scrutiny;  or  would  in 
direct  violation  of  their  cliarler,  and  in  coniempl  of  the  house  of 
repreoCiitalives  of  tlie  United  States,  refuse  it.  Driven  from 
every  attempt  at  evasion,  they  finally  refused,  and  thus  gave 
to  the  peoiile,  the  most  convincing  and  conclusive  evidence  of 
Itie  truth  of  the  charges  against  them,  and  that  they  dared  not 
meet  the  searching  investigation  of  such  a commillee. 

Tlie  distinguished  share  wliicli  you  took  in  ilie  conflict,  ai;d 
the  elficieiit  services  you  (lerformed,  will  always  be  remember- 
ed and  honored  by  a people  whom  you  have  so  signally  served. 

- ■ 

TREATY  WITH  THE  UHICKASAWS. 

ANDREW  JACKSON,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  D.  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

To  all  singular  to  whom  these  jiresenls  shall  come,  greeting: 
Whereas,  a treaty  was  made  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the 
ivvenly-lourlh  day  of  May,  one  lliou.sand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty  four,  between  the  United  Stales,  by  their  commis- 
sioner, John  H.  Eaton,  and  Hie  Chickasaw  Indians;  which 
treaty  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Articles  of  convention  and  agreement  proposed  hy  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales,  in  pursuance  of  the 
request  made,  by  the  delegation  representing  the  Chickasaw  na- 
tion of  Indians,  and  which  have  been  agreed  to. 

Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  lliat  perpetual  amity,  peace  and  friend- 
ship, shall  exist  between  the  United  States,  and  the  Cliickasaw 
nation  of  Indians. 

Art.  II.  Tlie  Chickasaw’s  are  about  to  abandon  their  homes, 
whicli  they  liave  long  cherished  and  loved;  and  though  hitherto 
unsuccessful,  they  still  hope  to  find  a country,  adequate  to  the 
wants  and  support  of  their  people,  somewhere  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissipjii,  and  within  tlie  territorial  limits  of  Hie  United  Siate.s; 
should  they  do  so,  the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  lierehy 
consent  to  protect  ami  defend  them  against  tlie  inroads  of  any 
other  tribe  of  Indians,  and  from  the  whites;  and  agree  to  keep 
them  without  the  limits  of  any  stale  or  territory.  The  Cliicka- 
savvs  pledge  themselves  never  to  make  war  upon  any  Indian 
people  or  upon  the  whiles,  unless  they  are  so  authorised  by  the 
United  Slates.  But  if  war  be  made  upon  them,  they  will  be 
permitted  to  defend  tlieniseives,  until  assistance  be  given  to 
them  by  the  United  Slates,  as  shall  be  the  case. 

Art.  III.  The  Chickasaws  are  not  acquainted  with  the  laws 
of  the  whiles,  which  are  extended  over  them;  and  the  many  in- 
truders wliich  break  into  their  country,  interrupting  llnfir  rights 
and  disturbing  tlieir  repose,  leave  no  alternative  whereby  re- 
straint can  be  afforded,  other  than  an  appeal  to  the  military 
luree  of  the  country,  whicii  they  are  unwilling  to  ask  for,  or  see 
resorted  to;  and  therefore  they  agree  to  forbear  sucli  a request, 
for  preveiitiori  of  this  great  evil,  with  the  understanding,  which 
is  admitted,  lliul  the  agent  of  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  chiefs  of  the  nation,  will  resort  to  every  legal 
civil  remedy,  (at  the  expense  of  the  United  States),  to  prevent 
inlnisions  ii()on  the  ceded  cownlry;  and  to  restrain  and  remove 
trespassers  fforn  any  selected  reservations,  upon  application  of 
the  owner  of  the  same.  And  it  is  also  agreed,  that  the  United 
States  will  continue  .‘•ome  discreet  person  as  agent,  such  as  they 
now  have,  to  whom  they  can  look  for  redress  of  wrongs  and  in- 
juries wliicli  may  he  attempted  against  tliem;  and  it  is  consent- 
ed, that  if  any  of  their  property,  he  taken  hy  persons  of  the  U. 
Slates,  covertly  or  forcibly,  the  agent  on  sali.-=faeiory  and  just 
complaint  being  made,  shall  pursue  all  lawful  civil  means, 
which  the  laws  of  the  state  permit,  in  which  the  wrong  is 
done,  to  regain  the  same,  or  to  obtain  a just  remuneration;  and 
on  failure  or  inability  to  procure  rediess,  for  the  offended, 
against  the  offending  party;  payment  for  Hie  loss  sustained,  on 
production  of  the  record,  and  certificate  of  the  facts,  hy  the 
agent,  shall  he  made  by  the  United  States;  but  in  all  such  cases, 
satisfactory  proof,  for  the  establishing  of  the  claim,  shall  be  of- 
fered. 

Art.  IV.  The  Chickasaws  desire  to  have  within  their  own 
direction  and  control,  the  means  of  taking  care  of  themselves. 
Many  of  their  people  are  quite  competent  to  manage  their  af- 
fairs, though  some  are  not  capable  and  might  be  imposed  upon 
by  designing  persons;  it  is  tlierefore  agreed  that  the  reserva- 
tions hereinafter  admitted,  shall  not  be  permitted  to  he  sold, 
biased  or  disposed  of,  unless  it  appear  by  the  certificate  of  two 
at  least  of  the  following  persons,  to  wit.  Ish  ta  ho-ta  pa  the 
king,  Levi  Colbert,  George  Colbert,  Martin  Colbert,  Isaac  AU 
bersoi),  Henry  Love  and  Benjamin  Love,  of  which  five  have 
affixed  their  names  to  this  treaty,  that  the  party  owning  or 
claiming  the  same,  is  capable  to  manage,  and  to  lake  care  of 
his  or  her  affairs;  which  fact  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  in- 
formation, shall  be  certified  by  the  agent;  and  furiliermore  that 
a fair  consideration  has  been  paid;  and  tliereupon,  the  deed  of 
conveyance  shall  be  valid,  provided  the  president  ol’tlie  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  may  designate  shall  ap- 
(irove  of  the  same,  and  endorse  it  on  the  deed;  which  said  deed 
and  approval,  shall  he  registered,  at  the  place,  anil  within  the 
time,  required  by  the  laws  of  the  state,  in  wliich  the  land  may 
he  situated;  otherwise  to  he  void.  And  vvlii're  sucli  certificate 
is  not  ohiained;  upon  the  recoinmend.-uion  of  a majority  of  the 
delegation  and  the  approval  of  the  agent,  at  the  direction  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  the  .<ame  may  be  sold;  hut  the 
consideration  thereof  shall  remain  as  part  of  Hie  general  Chicka- 
saw fund  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  until  such  time  as  the 
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Chiefs  in  council  shall  think  it  advisable  to  pay  it  to  the  claimant 
or  to  those,  who  may  lighirully  claim  under  snid  claimant,  and 
shall  s«)  recommend  it.  And  as  the  king,  Levi  Colbert  and  the 
delegation  who  have  signed  tlus  agreement,  and  to  whom  cer- 
tain important  and  interesting  duties  pertaining  to  the  nation, 
may  die,  resign  or  remove,  so  that  their  people  may  be  without 
the  benefit  of  their  services,  it  is  stipulated,  that  as  often  as  any 
vacancy  happens,  by  death,  resignation  or  otheruise,  the  chiels 
shall  select  some  discreet  person  of  their  nation  to  till  the  oc- 
curring vacancy,  who  upon  a certificate  of  qualification,  discre- 
tion and  capability,  by  the  agent,  shall  be  a|ipointed  by  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  whereupon,  he  shall  possess  all  the  authority 
granted  to  those  who  are  here  named,  and  the  nation  will  make 
to  the  person  so  a))pointed,  such  reasonable  compensation  as 
they  with  the  assent  of  the  agent  and  the  secretary  of  war,  may 
think  right,  proper  and  reasonable  to  he  allow'ed. 

Art.  V.  It  i.s  agreed  that  the  fourth  article  of  the  “treaty  of 
Pontitock,”  be  so  changed,  that  the  following  reservations  be 
granted  in  fee— To  heads  of  families,  being  Indians,  or  having 
Indian  families,  consisting  often  persons,  and  upwards,  four 
sections  of  land  are  reserved.  To  those  who  have  five  and  less 
than  ten  persons,  three  sections.  Those  who  have  less  than 
five,  two  sections.  Also  those  who  own  more  than  ten  slaves, 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  section;  and  those  owning  ten 
and  less  than  ten  to  half  a section.  These  reservations  shall 
be  confined,  to  the  sections  or  fractional  .sections  on  which  the 
party  claiming  lives,  or  to  such  as  are  contigious  or  adjoining  to 
the  sections  resided  upon,  subject  to  the  following  restrictions 
and  conditions — 

firstly.  In  cases  where  there  are  interferences  arising,  the 
oldest  occupant  or  settler,  shall  have  the  preference,  or. 

Secondly.  Where  the  land  is  adjiiged  unfit  for  cultivation,  by 
the  agent,  and  three  of  the  seven  persons,  named  in  the  fourth 
article  above,  the  party  entitled,  shall  be,  and  is,  hereby  au- 
thorised to  locate  his  claim  upon  other  lands,  which  may 
be  unappropriated,  and  not  subject  to  any  other  claim;  and 
where  two  or  more  persons,  insist  upon  the  entry  of  the  same 
unappropriated  section  or  fractional  section,  the  priority  of  right 
shall  be  determined  by  lot;  and  where  a fractional  section  is 
taken,  leaving  a balance  greater  or  less  than  the  surveyed  sub- 
division of  a section,  then  the  deficiency  shall  be  made  up,  by 
connecting  all  the  deficiencies  so  arising;  and  the  register  and 
receiver  thereupon,  shall  locate  full  or  fraciional  sections,  fit 
for  cultivation,  in  the  names  respectively  of  the  diflerent  per- 
sons claiming,  which  shall  he  held  by  them  as  tenantsjn  com- 
mon, according  to  the  respective  interests  of  those  who  are 
concerned;  and  the  proceeds  when  sold  by  the  parties  claiming, 
shall  be  divided  according  to  the  interests,  which  each  may  have 
in  said  section  or  fractional  section  so  located,  or  the  same  may 
be  divided  agreeably  to  quality  or  quantity. 

Art.  VI.  Also  reservations  of  a section  to  each,  shall  be 
granted  to  persons  male  and  female,  not  being  heads  of  families, 
who  are  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  upwards,  a list  of 
whom,  within  a reasonable  time  shall  be  made  out  by  the  seven 
persons  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  filed  with  the  agent,  upon 
whose  certificate  of  its  believed  accuracy,  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver, shall  cause  said  reservations  to  be  located  upon  lands 
fit  for  cultivation,  but  not  to  interfere  vvitii  the  settlement  rights 
of  others.  The  persons  thus  eiitititled,  are  to  be  excluded  from 
the  estimated  numbers  contained  in  any  family  enumeration, 
as  is  provided  for  in  the  fifth  article  preceding:  and  as  to  the 
sale,  lease  or  disposition  of  their  reserves,  they  are  to  be  the 
subject  of  the  conditions  and  restrictions  set  foith  in  the  fourth 
article.  In  these  and  in  all  other  reserves  where  the  party 
owning  or  entitled,  shall  die,  the  interest  in  the  same  shall  be- 
long to  his  wife,  or  the  wife  and  children,  or  to  the  husband, 
or  to  the  husband  and  children,  if  there  be  any;  and  in  cases  of 
death,  where  there  is  neither  husband,  wife  nor  children  left, 
the  same  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  general  benefit;  and  the 
proceeds  go  into  the  general  Chickasaw  fund.  But  where  the 
estate  as  is  prescribed  in  this  article,  comes  to  the  children,  and 
having  so  come,  either  of  them  die,  the  survivor  or  survivors  of 
them,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same.  But  this  rule  shall  not 
endure  longer  than  five  years,  nor  beyond  the  period  when  the 
Chickasaws  may  leave  tlieir  present  for  a new  home. 

Art.  VII.  Where  any  white  man,  before  the  date  hereof  has 
married  an  Indian  woman,  the  reservation  he  may  be  entitled 
to  under  this  treaty,  she  being  alive,  shall  be  in  her  name,  and 
no  right  of  alienation  of  the  same  shall  pertain  to  the  husband 
unless  he  divest  her  of  the  title,  after  the  inode  and  manner 
that  feme  coverts,  usually  divests  themselves  of  title  to  real 
est.ite,  that  is  by  the  acknowledgments  of  the  wife  which  may 
be  taken  before  the  agent,  and  certified  by  him  that  she  consents 
to  the  sale  freely,  and  without  compulsion  from  her  husband, 
who  shall  at  the  same  time  certify  that  the  head  of  such  family 
is  prudent,  and  competent  to  lake  care  of  and  manage  his  af- 
fairs; otherwise  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  restrictions  contained  in  the  fourth  article  of 
this  agreement.  Rights  to  reservations  as  are  herein,  and  in 
other  articles  of  this  agreement  secured,  will  pertain  to  those 
who  have  heretofore  intermarried  with  the  Chickasaws,  and  are 
residents  of  the  nation. 

Art.  VIII.  Males  and  females  below  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  whose  father  being  dead,  the  mother  again  has  married, 
or  who  have  neither  father  nor  mother,  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
half  a section  of  land,  but  shall  nut  be  computed  as  parts  of 
families,  under  the  fifth  article,  the  same  to  he  located  tinder 
the  direction  of  the  agent,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 


secretary  of  war,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  any  settlement 
right.  'I’liese  lands  may  be  sold  upon  a recommendation  of  a 
majoiity  of  the  seven  persons,  heretofore  named  in  this  agree- 
ment, selling  forth  that  it  will  prove  advantaseous  to  the  parlies 
interested;  subject  however  to  the  approval  of  the  pre.sideiit,  or 
such  other  person  as  he  shall  designate.  If  sold,  the  funds 
arising  shall  be  retained,  in  the  possession  of  the  government, 
or  if  the  president  deem  it  advisable  they  shall  be  invested  in 
stocks  for  the  beneiii  of  the  parlies  interested,  if  there  be  a suf- 
ficient sum  to  be  invested,  (and  it  can  be  invested),  until  said 
persons  marry  or  come  of  age,  when  the  amount  shall  be 
(laid  over  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  receive  it,  provided  a 
majority  of  the  seven  persons,  with  the  agent,  shall  certify,  that 
in  iheir  opinion,  it  will  be  to  their  interests  advantage  then, and 
in  that  case,  the  proceeds  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  party  or 
parlies  entitled  to  receive  them. 

Art.  IX.  But  in  running  the  sectional  lines  in  some  cases  it 
will  happen,  that  the  spring  and  the  dwelling  house;  or  the 
spring  and  the  cleared  land;  or  the  cleared  land  or  the  dwelling 
house  of  settlers,  may  be  separated  by  sectional  lines,  whereby 
manifest  inconvenience  and  injury  will  be  occasioned;  it  is 
agreed,  that  when  any  of  these  occurrences  arise,  the  party 
shall  be  entitled  as  parts  and  portions  of  his  reservations,  to  the 
adjoining  section  or  fraction,  as  the  case  may  be,  unless  there 
be  some  older  occupant,  claiming  a preference;  and  in  that 
event,  the  right  of  the  parly,  shall  extend  no  farthe  r,  than  to 
give  to  the  person,  thus  atfecied  and  injured,  so  much  ofhi.s  se- 
parated property,  as  will  secure  the  spring,  also,  where  a sec- 
tional line,  .'■hall  separate  any  improvement,  dwelling  house, 
kitchen  or  stable,  so  much  of  the  section,  which  contains  them, 
shall  be  added  into  the  occupied  section,  as  will  sec  lire  them  to 
their  original  owner;  and  then  and  in  that  case,  the  older  oc- 
cupant being  deprived  of  preference,  shall  have  his  deficiency 
thus  occasioned,  made  up  to  him  by  some  fractional  section, 
or  after  the  mode  pointed  out  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fifth  article 
of  this  treaty. 

Art.  X.  Reservations  are  admitted  to  the  following  persona, 
in  addition  to  those  which  may  be  claimed  under  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  this  treaty,  to  wit:— Four  sections  to  their  beloved  and 
faithful  old  chiel  Levi  Colbert;  to  George  Colbert,  Martin  Col- 
heil,  Isaac  Alberson,  Henry  Love  and  Benjamin  Love,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  trouble  they  have  had  in  coining  to  VVasliing- 
lon,  and  of  the  farther  trouble  hereafter  to  be  encountered  in 
taking  care  of  the  interests  of  their  people,  under  the  provi.sions 
of  this  treaty,  one  section  of  land  to  each.  Also  there  is  a frac- 
tional section,  between  the  residence  of  George  Colbert,  and  the 
Tennessee  river,  upon  which  he  has  a ferry,  it  is  therefore  con- 
sented, that  said  George  Colbert,  shall  own  and  have  so  much 
of  said  fraction,  as  may  be  contained  in  the  following  lines,  to 
wit: — beginning  near  Smith’s  ferry  at  the  point  where  the  base 
meridian  line  and  the  Tennessee  river  come  in  contact, — thence 
sonlli  so  far  as  to  pass  the  dwelling  house,  (and  sixty  yards  be- 
yond it),  within  which  is  interred  the  body  of  his  wife — thence 
ea.<l  to  the  river  and  down  the  same  to  the  point  of  beginning. 
Also  there  shall  be  reserved  to  him  an  island,  in  said  river, 
nearly  opposite  to  this  fraction,  commonly  called  Colbert’s  is- 
land. A reservation  also  of  two  sections  is  admitted  to  Ish-ia- 
ho  la  pa  the  king  of  the  Chickasaw  nation.  And  to  Min  ta  ho- 
yea  the  mother  of  Charles  Colbert  one  section  of  land.  Also 
one  section,  each,  to  the  following  persons: — Im  inub  bee,  Ish- 
lim-o-lut-ka.  Ah  to  ho-woh.  Pis  tah  lah-lubbee,  capt.  Samuel 
Seley  and  William  McGilvery.  To  colonel  Benjamin  Reynolds 
their  long  tried  and  faithful  ."t^ent,  who  has  guarded  their  in- 
terest# and  twice  travelled  with  their  people  far  west  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  to  aid  them  in  seeking  and  finding  a home, 
there  is  granted  two  sections  of  land.  Jointly  to  William  Cooper 
and  James  Davis,  lawyers  of  Mississippi  who  have  been  faith- 
ful to  the  Indians,  in  giving  them  professional  advice,  and  legal 
assistance,  and  who  are  to  continue  to  do  so,  within  the  stales 
of  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  while  the  Chickasaw 
people  remain  ill  said  stales,  one  section  is  granted.  'I’o  Mrs. 
Margrel  Allen  wife  of  the  sub  agent  in  her  own  right,  half  a 
section.  These  reservations  to  Benjamin  Reynolds,  William 
Cooper,  James  Davis  and  Margaret  Allen,  are  to  be  located  so  as 
not  to  interfere  w'ith  the  Indian  reservations. 

Art.  XI.  After  the  reservations  are  taken  and  located,  which 
shall  be  the  case  as  speedily  as  may  be  after  the  surveys  are 
completed,  of  which  the  register  and  receiver  shall  give  notice, 
the  residue  of  the  Chickasaw  country  shall  be  sold  as  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  are  sold,  with  this  ditfererice:  the 
lands  as  surveyed  shall  be  offered  at  public  sale  at  a price  not 
less  than  one  dollar  and  a quarter  per  acre;  and  thereafter  for 
one  year  those  which  are  unsold  and  which  shall  have  been 
previously  offered  at  public  sale  shall  be  liable  to  private  entry 
and  sale  at  that  price;  thereafter  and  for  one  year  longer  they 
shall  be  subject  to  entry  and  private  sale,  at  one  dollar  per  acre; 
thereafter  and  during  the  third  year  they  shall  be  subject  to  sale 
and  entry  at  fifty  cents  per  acre;  thereafter  and  during  the  fourth 
year,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  and  afterwards  at  twelve 
and  a half  cents  per  acre.  But  as  it  may  happen  in  the  fourth 
and  after  years,  that  the  expenses  may  prove  greater  than  the 
receipts,  it  is  agreed,  that  at  any  time  alter  the  third  year,  the 
Chickasaws  may  declare  the  residue  of  their  lands  abandoned 
to  the  United  States,  and  if  so  they  shall  be  henceforth  acquit- 
ted of  all  and  every  the  expense  on  account  of  the  sale  of  the 
same. 

And  that  they  may  be  advised  of  these  matters  it  is  stipulat- 
ed, that  the  goveriitiieiilof  the  United  Stales,  within  six  months 


45:6  NILES’  REGISTER— AUG.  80,  1834— TREATY  WITH  THE  CHICKASAWS. 


after  any  public  sales  take  place,  shall  advise  them  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  and  of  balance  in*  their  favor;  and  also 
at  regular  intervals  of  six  months,  after  the  tirst  report  is  made, 
will  afford  them  information  of  the  proceeds  of  all  entries  and 
sales.  The  funds  thence  resulting,  after  the  necessary  expen- 
ses of  surveying  and  selling,  and  other  advances  which  may  be 
made,  are  repaid  to  the  United  States,  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  invested  in  some  secure  stocks  redeemable  within  a period 
of  not  more  than  twenty  years;  and  the  United  States  will  cause 
the  interest  arising  therefrom,  annually  to  be  paid  to  the  Chick- 
asaws. 

Art.  XU.  When  any  portion  of  the  country  is  fully  surveyed, 
the  president  may  order  the  same  to  be  sold,  but  will  allow  six 
months  from  the  date  of  the  first  notice  to  the  first  sale;  and 
three  months  notice  of  any  subsequent  intended  public  sale, 
within  which  periods  of  time,  those  who  can  claim  reservations, 
in  the  offered  ranges  of  country,  shall  file  their  applications  and 
entries  with  the  register  and  receiver;  that  the  name  of  the 
owner  or  claimant  of  the  same  may  be  entered  and  marked  on 
the  general  plat  at  the  office,  whereby  mistakes  in  the  sales  may 
be  avoided,  and  injuries  prevented. 

Art.  xiu.  ifthe  Chickasaws  shall  be  so  fortunate  .as  to  pro- 
cure a home,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  it  is  agreed, 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  president  and  senate  so  much  of 
their  invested  stocks,  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  purchase  of  a 
country  for  them  to  settle  in,  shall  be  permitted  to  them  to  be 
sold,  or  the  United  Slates  will  advance  the  necessary  amount, 
upon  a guarantee  and  pledge  of  an  equal  amount  of  their  stocks; 
also,  as  much  of  them  may  be  sold,  with  the  consent  of  the 
president  and  senate,  as  shall  be  adjudged  necessary  for  estab- 
lishing schools,  mills,  blacksmith  shops,  and  for  the  education 
of  their  children;  and  for  any  other  needful  purpose,  which  their 
situation  and  condition  may  make,  and  by  the  president  and  se- 
nate be  considered  necessary;  and  on  the  happening  of  such  a 
contingency,  and  information  thereof  being  given  of  an  inten- 
tion of  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  the  nation  to  remove;  the 
United  Stales  will  furnish  competent  persons,  safely  to  conduct 
them  to  their  future  desiinalion„and  also  supplies  necessary  to 
the  same,  and  for  one  year  after  their  arrival  at  the  west,  pro- 
vided the  Indians  shall  desire  supplies,  to  be  furnished  for  so 
long  a period,  the  supplies  so  afforded,  to  be  chargeable  to  the 
general  Chickasaw  account,  provided  the  funds  of  said  nation 
shall  be  found  adequate  to  the  expenses,  which  under  this  and 
other  articles  of  this  agreement,  may  be  required. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  understood  and  agreed,  that  articles  twelve 
and  thirteen  of  the  “treaty  of  Pontitock,”  of  the  twentieth  day 
of  October,  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and 
which  was  concluded  with  gen.  John  Coffee  shall  be  retained; 
all  the  other  articles  of  said  treaty,  inconsistent  in  any  respect 
with  the  provisions  of  this,  are  declared  to  be  revoked.  Also, 
so  much  of  the  supplemental  treaty  as  relates  to  Colbert  Moore; 
to  the  bond  of  J;imes  Colbert,  transferred  to  Robert  Gordon;  to 
the  central  position  of  the  land  office;  to  the  establishment  of 
mail  routes  through  the  Chickasaw  country;  and  as  it  respects 
the  privilege  given  to  John  Doncly;  be,  and  the  same  are  de- 
clared to  be  in  full  force. 

Art.  XV.  By  the  sixth  article  of  a treaty  m.ade  with  the  Chick- 
asaw nation,  by  Andrew  Jackson  and  Isaac  Shelby,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen,  it  was  provided  that  a commissioner,  should  be  ap 
pointed  to  mark  the  southern  boundary  of  said  cession;  now  it 
is  agreed  that  the  line  which  was  run  and  marked  by  the  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  the  Unifed  States,  in  pursuance  of  said 
treaty,  shall  be  considered  the  true  line  to  the  extent  that  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  Chickasaws  are  concerned,  and  no 
farther. 

Art.  XVI.  The  United  States  agree  that  the  appropriation 
made  by  congress,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  “treaty  with  the  Chick- 
asaws” shall  be  applicable  to  this;  to  be  reimbursed  by  them; 
and  their  agent  may  receive  and  be  charged  with  the  same, 
from  time  to  time,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  secretary  of  war,  any 
portion  may  be  wanted  for  national  purposes,  by  the  Chicka- 
saws; of  which  nature  and  character,  shall  be  considered  their 
present  visit  to  Washington  city. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four, 

J.  H.  UATON,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  U.  S, 

Witnesses— Charles  F.  Little,  secretary  to  commissioner; 
Benjamin  Reynolds,  Indian  agent;  G.  W.  Long;  James  Stande- 
fer;  Thomas  S.  Smith;  Samuel  Swartvvout;  William  Gordon; 
f*.  W.  Armstrong,  C.  agent;  John  M.  Millard. 

GEORGE  COLBERT,  his  XI  mark. 

ISAAC  ALBERSOM,  hisX  mark. 

MARTIN  COLBERT,  (seal.) 

HENRY  LOVE,  (seal.) 

BENJAMIN  LOVE,  (seal.) 

The  undersigned  appointed  by  the  Chiekasaw  nation  of  In- 
dians in  the  two  fold  capacity  of  a delegate  and  interpreter, 
hereby  declares  that  in  all  that  is  set  forth  in  the  above  articles 
of  convention  and  agreement,  have  been  by  him  fully  and  ac- 
curately interpreted  and  explained  and  that  the  same  has  been 
approveil  bv  the  entire  delegation. 

■ 3Iay  24th,  1834. 

BENJAMIN  LOVE,  delegate  and  interpreter. 

Charles  F.  Little,  secrelari/ fo  commissioner. 

Bexja.min  Reynolds,  Indian  agent. 


Jirticles  supplementary  to  those  concluded  and  sinned,  by  the  Unit- 
ed States  commissioner,  and  the  Chickasaw  delegation  on  the 
24th  day  of  3Iay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  four; 
which  being  agreed  to  by  the  president  and  senate  of  the  United 
States,  are  to  stand  as  part  of  said  treaty. 

Art.  I.  It  is  represented  that  the  old  chiefs  Levi  Colbert  and 
Isaac  Alberson,  who  have  rendered  many  and  valuable  servi- 
ces to  their  nation,  desire  on  account  of  their  health,  to  visit 
some  watering  place,  during  the  present  year,  for  recovery  and 
restoration;  it  is  agreed  that  there  be  paid  to  the  agent  for  these 
purposes,  and  to  discharge  some  debts  which  are  due  and  owing 
from  the  nation,  the  sum  of  three  thou.saud  dollars,  out  of  the 
appropriation  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  “treaty  of  Pontitock,”  which  said 
sum,  so  far  as  used,  is  to  be  hereafter  reimbursed  to  the  natiorr 
by  said  Levi  Colberf  and  Isaac  Alberson,  and  by  the  nation  to 
the  United  Slates,  as  other  advances  are  to  be  reimbursed,  from 
the  sale  of  their  lands. 

Art.  h.  The  Chickasaw  people  express  a d^ire  that  the  gr>- 
vernment  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the  UniteiTSlates,  educate 
-some  of  their  children,  and  they  urge  the  justice  of  their  appli- 
cation, on  the  ground,  that  they  have  ever  been  faithful  and 
.'"riendly  to  the  people  of  this  country — that  they  have  never 
raised  the  tomahawk,  to  shed  the  blood  of  an  American,  and 
have  given  up  heretofore  to  their  while  brothers,  extensive  and 
valuable  portions  of  their  country,  at  a price  wholly  inconsider- 
able and  inadequate;  and  from  which  the  United  Slates  have 
derived  great  wealth  and  important  advantages;  therefore,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
consented  that  three  thousand  dollars,  for  fifteen  years,  be  ap- 
propriated and  applied  under  the  direction  of  the^  secretary  of 
war,  for  the  education  and  instruction,  within  the  United  States, 
of  such  children  male  and  female  or  either,  as  the  seven  persons 
named  in  the  treaty,  to  which  this  is  a supplement,  and  their 
successors,  with  the  approval  of  the  agent,  from  time  to  time 
may  select  and  recommend. 

Art.  III.  The  Chickasaw  nation  desire  to  close  finally,  all  the 
business  they  have  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  that  their 
great  father  may  be  no  more  troubled  with  their  complaints, 
and  to  this  end,  they  ask  the  government  to  receive  from  them 
a tract  of  land,  of  four  miles  square,  heretofore  reserved  under 
the  fourth  article  of  their“treaty  of  1818”  and  to  pay  them,  with- 
in three  months  from  the  date  of  this  arrangement,  the  govern- 
ment price  of  one  dollar  and  a quarter  per  acre  for  said  reserve; 
and  accordingly  the  same  is  agreed  to,  provided  a satisfactory 
relinquishment  of  title  from  the  parlies  interested,  be  filed  with 
the  secretary  of  war  previous  to  said  payment  being  made. 

Art.  IV.  Benj.  Reynolds,  agent  at  the  lime  of  paying  their 
last  annuity,  had  stolen  from  him  by  a negro  slave  of  the  Chic- 
kasaws, a box  containing  one  thousand  dollars;  the  chiefs  of 
the  Chickasaw  people  satisfied  of  the  fact,  and  hence  unwil- 
ling to  receive  the  last  amount  from  their  agent,  ask,  and  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  sum  so  stolen  and  lost,  shall  be  passed  to  the 
credit  of  their  nation  by  the  United  states,  to  be  drawn  on  here- 
after for  their  national  purposes. 

Art.  V.  The  Chickasaw  people  are  aware  that  one  clerk  is 
insufficient  to  the  bringing  of  their  lands  early  into  market;  and 
rather  than  encounter  the  delay  which  must  ensue,  they  prefer 
the  increased  expense  of  an  additional  one.  It  is  therefore 
stipulated  that  the  president  shall  appoint  another  clerk,  at  the 
same  annual  compensation  agreed  upon  by  the  “treaty  of  Pon- 
titock,” who  shall  be  paid  after  the  manner  prescribed  therein. 
But  whenever  the  president  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  servi- 
ces of  any  officer  employed  under  this  treaty,  for  the  sale  of 
lands  can  be  dispensed  with,  he  will  in  justice  lo  the  Chicka- 
saws, and  to  save  them  from  unnecessary  expenses,  discon- 
tinue the  whole,  or  such  as  can  be  dispensed  with. 

Signed  the  24th  of  May,  1834. 

JNO.  H.  'E3lT01^,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  U.  S. 

Witness — Charles  F.  Little,  secretary  to  commissioner;  Ben- 
jamin Reynolds,  Indian  agent;  G.  W.  Long;  James  Standefer; 
Thomas  S.  Smith;  Samuel  Swartwout;  William  Gordon;  F.  W. 
Armstrong,  C.  agent;  John  M.  Millard. 

GEORGE  COLBERT,  his  X mark. 

ISAAC  ALBERSON,  his  X mark. 

MARTIN  COLBERT,  (seal.) 

HENRY  LOVE,  (seal.) 

BENJAMIN  LOVE,  (seal.) 

Now  therfore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Andrew  Jackson, 
president  of  the  United  States  of  America,  having  seen  and 
considered  the  said  treaty,  do,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  as  expressed  in  their  resolution  of  the  30ih 
day  of  June  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  accept, 
ratify,  and  confirm  the  same,  and  every  clause  and  article 
thereof,  with  the  exception  of  the  third  article  in  the  supple- 
mentary articles  of  said  treaty,  as  defined  in  said  resolution. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  having  signed  the  same  with 
my  hand. 

Done,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  first  d.iy  of  July,  A. 
r D.  1834,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  the  fifty-eighth.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  president: 

John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state. 
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